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Communi&ldy

and of the C.G.T.U. oi| France were the first

1o reply to this call, for to them the question is perfectly clear:
The fight against the Versailles peace and its consequences- is
not only a gght‘ in the interests of the German proletariat, but

at the same time of the French. But the commis voyageurs of
the French and Belgian governments, the reparation socialists

and other drawing-room chatterers, can 'still see nothing else
gnlism. crushed fo the earth, but still dangerous. =

but German i A ! t dag
They do mot observe the long ears of their own imperialists, and
therefore -they demand that 5»@ working class of Germany spend
its last bit ofv energy for the purpose of throwing ever more and
‘more milliards to the insatiable industrial and financial sharks
of the Entente. We foo want reparatons, hut of a differennt kind!
We too are of the opinion that the devastations of the war
must be ired, but by whom? . By the bourgeoisie of all
- countries. rc‘?abe bourgeoisie of France and' Belgium, of England
. and Germany—they must all contribute their share fo_restoring
- the districts devastated by them. The reparation socialists see
only Stinnes and Krupp, their German. col see only
Loucheur and Schneider. All of them hate the bourgeoisie of
other countries, and cherish a sickly foridness for the ruling
classes of their own country. - fo
We, in Frankfort, worked out measures against the war
danger, and amonE:: us there were no second class comrades.
The Entente socialists occupied themselves with the reparation

mnry consultations in Paris. These gentlemen tolerate

?Iem, and did mot 'even admit their German colleagues to
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»

A

.- They extricated {

i
3 4

i wt dealings are those of agenjs of the French and
©,  Belgian bourgeaisie. ! -

<" W

.. moment - when the possltgﬁ{

|

v

| pyriudv
. direcied towards the maximum

. disgraceful
ie:f the

3 V.The financial

. social democrats onl{ in so far as if- is necessary
keep up the appearance of an Imternational, and because they
. hape to extort reparation payments for the French and Belgian
bourgeoisie by the aid of tmu' second class colleagues.
| And 'how do the German Amsterdamers react {o the
behaviour of their colleagues? Oh they understand excellently the
role played by the Entente’s commis voyageurs, they
contemptuous = condescension | of MM. Vandervelde,
Renaudel, and Co. They are deeply wounded at the way they
are being {reated, but;t‘ey‘;pmerve silence, for they consider
themselves the vanquished of the great war. For would they not
also treat their vanquighed colleagues from the nationalist Inter-
national in precisely the same manner, if .they themselves were
the victors! : / |
' . The reparation socialists are preoccupied with the occupa-
tion of the Ruhr. They put in an appearance in Berlin just at ihe
. of an undersfanding between the
oisie began o agsume a tangible form.
o the Frankfort conferénce to join. us
war, not with words, but with deeds?
ves' by making speeches, they passed
utions without moving from the spat, without stirring a
finger {o throw the least hindrance in the way of the impudent
aftack of the French and Belgian bourgeoisies. Now they come
10 Berlin, and their first questions refer {o reparations, guarantees,
etc. We do not know whether these gqn&.men are acting on
the .orders of their governments or nof, but there is no doubt
- whatever {that they t the interests of their bourgeoisies,

French and German bour|
Why- did they not come’

“in qur st .again

“Confinue to act in this spirit, gentlemen!

f The day is near
when the woriunf

class will throw open' the doors of all its
.:'Isaniuﬁons, will seize all such agenis by the scruff of the neck,

. 5 fling them into the street with the abrupt dismissal: ¢ Clear
out!”

policy of the Fascist
State

By Umberto Terracini (Rome).
The financial program of Fascism is determined by the

o ino“o: “ Balance af any price”. This is expressed in practice in

the promise given the prime minister in his speech before the

° Chamber——to considerably reduce the inheritance tax. The flat.

gonfradiction between this promise and- the endeavor 1o adapt the
expendifure fo the revenue of the state is explained by the now
‘evident anfi-prolefarian and capifalist financial policy
by Mussolini; this pelicy is arch-reactionary; it is not
¢ elopment of production as a
whole, but strives {o fead support fo oemir capitalist proups, and
even individuals, at the . se of the collective economics of the
country.. All decistons hitherto arrived at by the Fascist govern-
ment in the sphere of finance, have tended {o relieve the state
budget of all expenditure for social purposes, and to burden it
- with fresh expendifures for the t of its protegés. On the
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o
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goveritment. reduces its revenue by doing avay with

and on the other hand it secks to open up new
by introducing fresh taxes which fail chiefly
the shoulders of the working class. It is further characleristic
activity developed by the Fascist government in
the five months of ifs existence that, although it has the pettye

bourgmisie to-thank jor its victory, it

ations.
;5 thus becomes evident that Fascism, while bearing the
outward apearance of a middle class movement aﬁainst the ascen-
dancy of the proletariat of the leit and against large capital on
the right, is, in realily, nothing else than a movement of capita-
lism directed against all elements hostile to it. Large capital las
contrived to convert: the middle strata, who were incapable of
creating for ves a p am and methods of action, into
a toot for its own anti-proletarian dictatorship.

The chief regulations which have bec issued by the Fascist

'E:vemment in the gphere of fimance are: Abolition of certain

nds. — Dissolution of the commission which tested the con~
tracts concluded duging the war, and which has succeeded in
having a milliard of war-profits paid back into the state treasury
within two years. Reduction of the luxury tax on such articles
of luxury as perfume, jewels, etc. — Reduction of the motor-
c~r tax. — Abolition:of the Cooperative Subsidy already included
in the budget (about 100 millions). — Limitation of the right to
unem?loyment benefit. — Abolition of state support of public
schools. — Dissolutién of the Supreme Labor Council. — Aboli-
tion of the emigration commissariat. — Introduction of a wage
tax. — Increase of ‘income tax for the temants of small agri-
cultural undertakings. — Increase of salaries for officers. —
Revision of the pensions paid to the war disabled. — Discharge
of 50,000 railway, post-office, and telegraph employees. — And
finally it was recently announced that the inherifance tax is not
only to be reduced, but completely abolished.

Another important point in Mussolini’s financial program
is the return of the state to purely political and administrative
functions, and its renunciation of all industrial and commercial
activitg. With this -decision the government fulfils the most
cherished longing of .the Italiag bourgeoisie, which has been shut
out from various branches of speculation and profit since the be-
ginning of the war, by the formation of monopolies, and by the
direct participation of the state in numerous branches of commerce.
It is even sought fo transfer the railways, telegraph, and tele-
phone, into private hands. Rapid and c(ecisive steps are being
taken-in this direction: the monopoly on electric lamps and matches
has been abolished, arid as early as February the telephone under-
takings were left to private industry; a project for the sale of the
telegraph undertakings is under way. The leaders of economic
life appear to have seized by a rage for sqandering: they
have renounced their previous sugstantiation of the struggle as
one against an industrial and commercial state, and have adopted
a policy which considers the interests of groups of large capi-
talists only. A few days ago an official notice appeared on the
intervention,of the state in the Ansaldo Co., the largest Italian
industrial undertaking, which has been in a state of crisis for a
year; this crisis was the main cause of the collapse of the Banca
di Sconto. Despite the pressure exercised on the ious govern-
ment, the latter steadfastly refused to interfere in the .affairs of
the Ansaldo, or to do anything {o aid it to a sound basis. But
the Fascist government, the en of all industrial activity, has
1w concluded an dgreement with this company. This contract
saves the company “ut burdens the state budget to the extent of
about 200 millions, for~the® government renounces all claim to
millions of arrears in taxes, to expend millions for useless ship-
building, for tremendous railway enterprises, and what is per-

-fectly new, and a sign of a somewhat frivolous conception of

;x.tate finance,—to purchase valueless shares for about 100 mile
1011S. :
*

When Mussolini became the head of the government in No-
vember of last year, he promised solemmly: “In {wo months the
Italian lire will have reached half its war \alue!” But five
months have already. passed since the Fascist  revolution ”, and
the Italian lire has sunk lower than under any other government.
This is a re:_télt gfﬁt‘he geggll proglllusive depreciation of low
currencies, anid of the inadequate policy of the Fascist govern-
ment, which has doubled the military gud o
the peace army to a strength of 400,000 men, and at the same
time labors under the illusion of putting state finances on a sound
basis. It was expected that a collection instituted on a grand scale
for the restoration of the air fleet would serve this
after four months of the most intensive propaganda
collection brought in the magnificent sum of—100.000 lire.
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! has done nothing whatever:
for thig class, but hag on the contrary struck it many severe blows,
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Hungary, 215t March 1919—1923
By Georg (Vieana).

. The fourth anaiversary of the mation of the Hun-
garian Soviet republic finds us in the midst of a period of
severest international conflicts, and finds the Hungarian working
‘masses involved in great struggles. These struggles show that
the 3% years of White Terror have nof succeeded in weakening the
organized force, of the Hungarian workers, and make it our duty
10 celebrate this anmiversary, not with historical recollections,
but by utilizing the teachings of the defeaied revolution and of
the following epoch, as a means of showing the workers how
their immediate and future struggles are to be carried on.

The main experiences won by the Hungarian Soviet revo-
lution have become the common pr ty of the whole workin
ciass. The insufficiently oomprehmged role of the Communis!
Party as the united revolutionary vanguard, the part played by
social democracy as the last reserve of counter-revolution, the
iliusions regarding a possible class solidarity on the part of the
social imperialists of neighbouring countries, the inadequate re-
cognition of the international solidarity of capital and of the
naticnal role of the working class—these and other short-cominFs
in the young CP of Hungary have avenged themselves bitterly.
The communists of Hungary failed also in not sufficiently new.
tralizing the middle strata, small holders, small craftsmen, and
small traders, nor the intelligenzia, and thus did not isolate the
real upholders of counter-revolution, the feudal landowners, the
financial and industrial large capitalists. The war communism
rendered necessary by foreign attacks raised a counter-revo-
lutionary wave in these middle strata, and the official intelligenzia
still completely under the influence of the feudal idea, under-
mined the stafe apparatus from within,

The accentuation of the national role played by the prole-
tariat which is ““ constituting itself as the nation ”, rendered neces-
sary by the struggle with neighbouring imperialists, could not be
adequately done, for the CP., being vague as {o its own role
had not drawn the line of division sharply against social demo-
cracy, and thus ran the danger of supporting—by emphasis on
the national moment — the national - chauvimist counter - revolir-
tionary currents of social democracy and of the petty bourgeoisie
incited by the large bourgeoisse. '

The idea of the fighting character of the proletarian dic-
tatorship, as one epoch of a violent class war being carried on
under varying circumstances, was another idea which the com-
munists were not sufficiently successful in maintaining. The

social democratic pacifist teachings had taken such deep roof in
* the proletariat that it was not immediately gossible to replace the
vague idea of a “realization of socialism” by a comprehension
of the concrete fighting value of the dictatorship. pite the
attacks of counter-revolution from within and without, broad
etrata of workers were, at heart, pacifist, and cherished -the con-
viction that the proletarian dictatorship closed the period of class
struggle, and the day of peaceful socialism had dawned.

In 1919 the Hungarian proletariat proved itself too weak,
ideologically and organizatorically, to maintain its state power
against the inner and the outer enemy. But are the lessons to
be drawn from this defeated revolution to serve merely to enrich
the arsenal of counter-revolution, and to strengthen the arguments
against an “ isolated ” revolution? By no means. The revolution
was overthrown, not because it was isolated when it broke out,
but in part because it remained isolated. But without the ex-
perience gained during these four years, the Hungarian workiag
class would not have been able to organize its revolutionary
struggle. Like the Russian revolution of 1905, the Hungarian
revolution of 1919 was a first attack on the feudal-capitalist state.
Being underiaken at a period of more favorable inner and outer
circumstances, the Hungarian revolution was successful in pro-
ceeding further and deeper than the Russian. Its overthrow
resulted in just the same strengtkening of the tide of revolution
as was the case in Russia. It would be extremely wrong to
misuse Marxian dialectics to smooth over historical tragedies,
to justify them, and to represen{ them as inevitable and necessary.
The defeat of the Hungarian working class was one of these
historical tragedies, and its bitter consequences are being borne
not only by the Hungarian working class. But today we can
already confidently assert that this defeat has been overcome,
and that in Hungary, compared with the pre-war and war years,
and with the international situation—there is at {he present time
au unprecedented ?owerful upward trend in the labor movement,
and this in spite of the most difficult circumstances imaginable.
"~ Itis the task of the Communist International, and especially
of ifs Hungarian section, to uhdertake the leadership of this
movement, fo make clear to it the aims and paths of revolutionary
class war. The clear and practical division, between revolutionary
and trade union tactics, the separation of the workers not ony

-to the ““liberal bourgeoi.ie”, to the * radical

from the obv’ ‘-ly civic-peaceful social democrals, but also from
its pseudo radical centrist wing, the laying down of clear fi i
tactics against the capitalist Fascist state power and its

appendages, the definition of the relations of the working class
| petty bourgeoisie ”,
and to all the inner struggles of the ruling classes, the reaching’
of the landless and poor masses of peasantry, the deepening o
class consciousness by Marxian training and utilization of the
experiences of not only the Hungarian revolution, but of the whole
international movement: all these are tasks which can only be
solved by a revolutionary class party, and must be solved by-it.

) Besides taking active part in all questions of daily needs,
this class party is confronied by another task, perhaps the most
important of all: The adoption of a definife aftitude to the
questions falling under the term ‘ foreign_politics ”, the showing
of the international connection of economic and political events,
and of the way to be chosen by the Hungarian working class
in the midst of these events.

There is scarcely another country in the whole of Europe
where the whole population has been so skillfully inoculated for
decades with the teaching that Hungary is a world in itseH,
and can arrange its destiny without concerning itself aboul the
rest of the world. Any definition of internationai relations of
forces, or of world political and economic relations, is entirely
unknown {o the mental life of Hungary. Social democracy is not
in the least an exception to this rule. The world war and the
events following it did hammer some idea of these relations into
the heads of wide circles of the people. But the rulers of Hun-
gary have contrived {o set aside this growing realization—and in
this have received the support of social democracy—by giving
ouf stupid waichwords of “integrity” and * restoration of old
Hungary 7. Should the class party of the Hungarian working
class succeed in bringing broad masses of the population to a
realization of the true state of affairs, and inducing them to
replace these imbecile watchwords by the sole possible plan. of
co-operation with the working masses of the neighbouring coun-
tries, then the Hungarian proletariat, while fighting as ﬁve ens-
laved class of a conquered couniry for its class inlterests, would
at the samie time represeht the nafional interests. These national
interests were beirayed a hundredfold by the ‘ national” bour-
geoisie during the rule of the Hapsburg. dynasty, during the great
war, and during the revolutionary .proletarian struggle against’
the neighbouring imiperialists, by the innumerable pacts and
conspiracies with the most various “ hereditary enemies”. The
only possible solution of the national and economic questions,
which can never be solved by imperialism, is that offered by the
program represented by the communist parties of central Europe
__{he creation of a Danube federation of workers’ republics.
This program must form at the same time the fighting slogan
against the Fascist plans of a Danube monarchy and against
the war cry of Hungarian feudal nobility for Hungarian infe-
grity. The fate of the Hungarian working class has aroused
the inferest of the international proletariat as perhaps no other
has dome, and has awakened solidarily everywhere. In the
struggle against the rulers of Hungary, and for co-operation with
the working class of the neighbouring ccuntries, the Hungarian
working class has set up an international fighting program going
far beyond the limits of Horthy dominance, and securing the
further solidarity of the international working class. In this
struggle, the Hungarian working class witl defend at {he same
time the national interests of the Hungarian working peopie
against Entente imperialism, and will gather {l'e broad masses
of productive workers around its programn

After the Essen bicod baih

By a Freach communist. .

Occupation is not war; thus spoke unhappy Poincaré the
murderer, with the same air of horesty which he agsumed on the
1. August 1914, when he assured us that mobilization did not
mean war. “The occupation of the Ruhr area is a peaceful eater-
prise, and only requires a certain military guard to protect the
engineering commission”, similed Poincaré with his grave yard
siile! And the bloody general Degoutte! With what epithet of
honor do you expect to be designated, General, after your victory
in Essen, which has so gloriously proved the chivalry of the
French army in the land of the “barbarians”? There is only one
end and aim in the whole of this policy: three dozen French mil-
lionaires want to have the Ruhr coal and the lion’s share in the
exploitation of German man-power. The Comité des Forges -issues
its commands, Poincaré organizes, Degoutte rolls up his sleeves
and begins his butcher’s work. )

leven workers are dead, thirty wounded, some fafally —this
is the balance of the French victory in Essen. The official reports
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mit that the French {roop fired with machine guns into an un-
:gmed,u crowded, and excited muititude. Buf, General, your victory
1is not quite as glorious as that of the battle of the Marne. Do you
not feel a certain disgust for yourself? All the same you may we'l
be conient that you have still soldiers at your disposal who let you
do anything you want wilh them. But {ake care, General! These
workers, peasants, and employees, who fired upon their German
brothers at your command, will awaken out of their patriotic
{renzy; then they will sce whose blood is uron your hands, when
they reach their homes again they will be ashamed that they took
part in these deeds in the Ruh: valley. And then these poor boys
will at last realizc the meaning of that verse of the “Inter-

nationa'e” which declases vur bullets (0:be for our own generals!

fi you continue to murdcr the peaceful population, you kill
at the same time the spirit of your own White Army, which is
only kept on.the march by the corruption of public opinion by
1ihe press, and by the war reports. For we know very well what
these unhappy and unwilling {roops, whom you force fo perform
your detestag{e work reaily think. We have enough soldiers’ letters
in our hands, letters whicg reach us from every barrack in France
despite your censor, to be ab.e to say to you: You have still the

- power to have Germans and Frenchmen kifled. kut you are already

£

despised by.all these among your soldiers who ¢»+ think, and who
have a conscience. And conscience is very com.agious, General!
: German comrades! This is what we have to say to General
Degoutte, the trother-in-arns of zour Ludendorff. But to you we
have to say the foliowing: That which this executioncr of a general
¢’d in Essen. he would have done with equal willingness in

k'\_C:':uzot. We know our generals. The factory courtyards are their

. net battle fields, and ihe workin

© - &~ nt-Georges (several dead), in Raon—‘L’Etape

masses their most
;1arget. Before thé war the troops of the
‘kers in Fourmies (six dead), in Graveil

popular
third republic fired at wor-
fwo dead), in Velleneuve-
two dead). Our
:¥my is accustomed to “home service”. The only blood which
1 .i:xs seen for forty years, since that of the fighters for the
¢ mmne, has been the blood of striking workers. Last August
v v come Comité des Ferges, which ordered Degoutte to fire upon
ror .n Eesen, shot French strikers j.atvL‘gjavre. We all have the
~geme enemy. and that is the army of the’bourgeoisie. And this

- bourgeois army of Foincaré’s republic is: the bitfercst enemy of the

- “wrrid proletariat to-day. It is this army which has kept revo-
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. verge of starvation,
. misery. But with the most delerminﬁ
{

“the

.. € urodean revolution} which

. lonary Russia under fire for four years; wbich blocks the way
preparés the war for the great
_mzesaeres of to-morrow. M is this bourgeois army which is rre-
“waring that army of black-jacks which is our common enemy, but
ves - ally of the peopie of Faris, of the proletariat of Creuzot,
al' . of the soldiers in Essen (if they but knew it), and which is
de: .ied {o drown the next uprising of the French proletariat in
- But,.German comrades, though the French army has fired
uron you as it fired upon us at Le Havre, its bullets have hit more
than one mark. The bullets of Le Havre and the bu'lets of Essen
have torn down tke toundary posts dividing us. We know this, and
the best of us try out from behind prison gates: Be of good cheer!
The day is near, when Degoutte, Poincaré, and their capitalist
masters, will receive their own Fullets back again in dozens, in
their heartless breasts and brainless heads. 5

The Taxation Question in Germany
. By Emil Hollein (Berlin).

‘Rapacious taxation of the proletariat. — Freedom from
taxation for Capitalism.

It is an old sory, and yet it remains ever new: In all
times and places in peace or in war, the proletariat, and the
proletariat atone, must pay the costs of the criminal policy of its
- rulers. Ruthless expleitalion and oppression in peace, increased
exploitation and oppression acccmpanied: by unheard of blcody
sacrifices, in war,
and oppression -after the war and in- the course of the so-called
reconstruction, ;

At “the present time Germany is groaning beneath the
frigh.ful burdens imposed by the Versailles peace. The German

'rgeoisie and its satejlite Gérman speial democracy, solemnly
gmmnsqd lo fulfil the obligations placed upon them.  And beth
ave fulfilled their obligations in so far as they could do so at
the exclusive expense of the working masses, already on the
and plunging ever deeper info want and
obstinacy the German
f idea of itself offering
han llfi's', i: e;en claims
n wealth at the expense
As soon ame German bourgeoisie

boitrgeoisie has consistenily rejected
.even the smallest sacrifice. And more
he right to' shamelessly increase its
“of the collapsing "nation.

and the very highest degree of exploitation .

of

“itself was cafled upon 10 pay, Hs policy of fulfilment abruptly

- - Let us now cast a glance at the newer taxation
the Ebert republic, which was carried out by the Wirth cabinet
and was: conlinued by the Cuno government. "This taxation policy
resulied \in the faxafion compromise concluded in the spring of
1922 befween the social democrats and the bourgeois parties as
far as the Stinnes part, and for which the social democracy. paid
the follawing shamelul price: It renounced the seizure of real
values, abandoned the post-war profit tax which was to have
raised 3 milliard marks, presented the propertied class with the
remaindér of the national emergency fund to the value of four
milliard ‘marks, agreed to the anmuliment of the legacy duty and

&

licy of -

the watering down of the inheritance fax, accepied the reduction -

of ‘income tax on large incomes, raised the coal tax from 20 {o
40% of the coal price, and the turnover tax irom 1.5 fo 2% on
all turnovers and returns, and reduced customs dues; it increased
enormously all indirect levies on beer, brandy, means of illuminae
tion, etc. " :

- . As compensation for these enormous gifts to capital, and
for this unheard of burdening of the masses, the German bours
geoisie sought fo grant the following ridiculous concessions to
reformist social democracy: A capital levy, to be collected for the
first time in 1923, and estimated to bring in 15 milliard paper
marks, a~ magnificent total of 3 millions o gold marks if we.take
the dollar at 21,000 marks, while in 1913, 61 million gold
marks were paid in capital levies in Prussia alone; a corporation
tax, estimated to yield 4.5 milliard paper marks for 1923 fo 1924;
a levy on traffic’in capital, comprising the taxation of company
fransactions, issue of securities, and exchange returns, estimated
at 9.65 milliard paper marks for 1923, but bringing ‘in—being
more an inditect tax—16.3 milliards — 3.26 millions of gold
marks, between April and December 1922; a compulsory loan,
intended to bring n a milliard gold marks, but actually raising,
in consequence of the alferation of the law and the confinued
depreciation of the currency, a folal sum of only 49.6 milliards
of paper marks, or a sum not amounting 1o the hundreath part
of the amount originally fixed upon for ﬁ»e loan, for which high
interest and rapid repayment were also promised.

Besides this, the proletariat is not only burdened with this
crushing load of indirect taxation, but also with a fen per cent
wage tax, while the capitalists, on the other hand, pay their taxes
as a rule in paper marks whose real value is many
hundred tinies below their face value, and even pay a par;i of the
indirect taxes which they collect by this same medium.

This state of affairs has the effect of rendering the share
contribufed by the propertied classes to the State’s revenues less
and less from momth to month. According to the information
at present at our. disposal, the share paid by wage taxpayers to
the {otal income ‘ fax revenue for fJanuary 1923, exceeds
90%. And the total annual taxation of the propertied classes,
in 1922 even if fully paid, which is very doubtful, only totals
three ‘quarters of the sum raised by the wage tax in December
alone of the same year! .

Despite {hese disgraceful figures on the actual faxation
of property and income among the propertied classes, the German
capitalists and their vassals still have the amazing impudence
to cry out against the unbearable taxes imposed upon them, and
even complain of confiscation of property and income. In reality
there is no country where the bourgeoisie itself pays so few faxes,
and the proletariat is so -shamefufly
This fact is praved beyond dispute
made by the s'ale financial authorities: it is only necessary {o
compare the direct with the indirect taxes.

_ According {o these official figures, in the period between
April and Deceniber 1922, the actual revenue from direct taxes
was 178,056.29 mihion marks (income, corporation, property,
inherifance, and capital trafiic taxes, national emergency fund,
compulsory loan, etc.). Of this sum’ alone, the incore tax
represents 146,394,97 million marks. During the same period
the revenue from indirect {axation was 172,701.39 million marks.
Here it must be taken into consideration that out of the 18
dificrent kinds of direct taxes provided for, the post-war profit
fax was annulled in the taxation compromise by the parties of the
majority, including the social democrats, and the national
emergency fund was reduced from 8 to 4 milliards on aceouht
e alleged intolerable property fax. In July 1922. the
compulsory loan was also decided upon and was to represent la
visible. sacrifice of property. According to the taxation com-
promise this loan was 10 bring in 1 milliard gold marks, but up
to, now e .government has confented itself with 49 wretched

paper milliards, “Nieos =z R o
‘ A few {igures must.also be given on the real distribution
of tayation among . the Fmperlied'nnd non-propertied classes. 3t
is statistically proved that 80 fo 90% of income tax is derived

robbed, as in Germany.
by the official statemenis

1
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from waFe_and Salary, daxafion, . And it.is further indisputable
east 90% the indirect {axes are also -paid by the
- workers. These facts are based on the appended .siatistical survey,

- which is truly calculated to raise indignation:

(in ‘millions of mdrks): o
- ) A'ctual revenue

R April-Dec. 22,
Indirect taxes . . . + . . (. . ¢ . . .172701.39
- Direct faxes . . . ... . . .. e e . . 17805629

" Totai revenue from taxes LR AR . 7350,757.68

Of this the working people bear:

+ 0% of the indirect taxes . . 155,431.25
'80% of the income {ax P L B 117,115.98
« Total. tax participation of the non-propertied = .
classes absol. . . e e e e e .. 21254123
‘ - ) ' percenfage  77.70
* Total tax participation of the propertied classes ~
absol. . . . e e e e e e e-. .. 18,210.40
percentage 22.30

This proves cleatly -that in Ebert’s Germany thé working
people, despite starvation wages, and ‘despite increasing want
and musery, have to raise four fifths of the total burden of taxa-
tion of the country, whilst the propertied classes, despite unheard
-of accumulation of profits, have ofily to bear one fitth, and that
this fifth is being constantly lessened by the contigued deprecia-
tion ‘of the mark. . ;
Never ' before has the German working class been so

robbed as in the democratic. Stinnes re‘Fu_b_lic. under

residency of the social democrat Fritz Ebert. The abandon-

went of the revo]utiona:;y struggle in expectation of the gradual

I capital, and of the equally peaceful and

Et_'adual realization of socialism, is being paid for to-day by the

eﬂnntyvorkers with nameless hunger and misery, with disease
and death.

ECONOMICS

Trade and the Puture of ithe British
of Empire
' By H. P. Rathbone.

From the early days of British -Imperialism there has
always been a section of the British Capitalists who have endea-
voured fo foster the idea of the all-sufficiency of trade within the

. empire as the goal of their activities; that it was pessible so to

develop the countries which had from time {o time been conquered,
annexed or, absorbed so that they would provide an outlet for

. British manufactures and would in turn supply the foodstuffs and

of the

_most_im

between German and British Im ulted {
European War. But now, when it appears that German imperia-.

raw material necessary fo the home industrial life. That in the
main was. the thesis on-which the theory of British Imperialism
was built. Consequently, it was the business of the capitalisis at
home to provide the 'caJ;_ital for the development of British pos-
sessions which were disguised under the names of colonies,
dependencies, proieciorates or Free States. , o

: This export of capital, when attacked by labor, was defended
on the ground that it would provide more work owin
orders it would bring for rails and steel and coal, apd all the
other raw materials necessarr for development of the country.
And thus British labor was led in{0 supporting imperialism, inio
becoming imperialist itself.

~ This theory of imperialism was, however, based upon two
rfant premises, 1. That is was possible to develop
the British possessions so that they would be able to supply
the home requirements of foodstuifs and raw materials ‘and be
able fo absorb the the surplus of ‘manufactured goods produced
at home. 2.:That the British possessions would continue to order
.alt their materials from England, and would not in consequence
_.of their industrial deveiopment build up industries which woul
.compete with the home industries for local orders. =

: The first big blow- to this theory came with the conflict
ialism which resulted in the

lism is no longer a factor in the struggle, when British Im-
perialism has increased its pos - a’ direc : ;
- conflict, the way ought to'be clear for the increasing developnient

British mpire as an economic unit. To achieve this, huge
schemes have been initiated by the protagonists of this theory,

" ysuch as cotton growing in Egypt;‘Australia,” Nigeria and  India.
idBvery corner of the l-.-,gmpln.;hga been assiduously suﬂrclzed for

$raviv

{ {
I b2y &
; T A : /

to the’

become worse in favor of America.

as a“direct result of the .
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oil. Wheat growing is encouraged .in manj places; vast schemes
of poris and harbours have been put forward for Africd, and

great mineral surveys have been undertaken.

To provide money for these and other schemes, an average

- of £83 milllions of capital for the years 1921 and 1922 were ex-
‘ported to Brifish possessions, compared with an average of

£74 millions for the years 1912 and 1913. But as can be seen
from the figures given below, there would a pear to have been no
aprreciable increase in the ‘proportion of British trade with the
Colonies. The first (able gives the percentage of the {ofal of
British Imports fram -the colonies, from Europe and the rest of
the world respectively for 1013-1022, , '

Imports to Greal Britain. :
1922

J1913 1019 1920 1021
From British Possessions 27.0% 35.8% 28.9%  306% 31.8%
» Europe . . 4L0% 114% 200%  300% 328%
w  Other Countries . 308% 46.8% 45.1% 394% 355%
The second tabte below gives the exports from Great

Britain {o the British possessions, Europe and the rest of
the world.

i

Exports jrom Great Brilain.

1913 1019 1920 1921 - 1922
To British possesions . . 39.1% 258% 37.6% 425% 39.6%
» Europe . 369% 50.6% 402% 340% 38.2%
» Oiher couafries . 240% 176% 222% 235% 222%

In the case of imports to Great Britain the share of the
British Possesions has increased very slightly in relation to 1913
but has actually declined in the period covering the post war
years. In the case of exports ihere is practically no change in
1922 as compared with 1013, but as with imports in the pos{ war
years there has been a reduction of a fluctuating volume in ‘the
proportion of exports to British possessions. Finally the actual
Eroportious both of expcrfs and imports show clearly that the

ritish Emire has not yet achieved the position of being an
economic unit. N

Let us now examine what has been the actual process. int
these chief possessions of Great Britain—in Australia, Canada
and India  In Australia, in spite of the continual flow of capital
from Great Britain in the form of loans to the State and Federal
Goveruments and in the form of shares in indus‘rial concerns,
the proportion of imports into Australia from Great Britain as
shown by ithe following percentages, have actually slightly
decreased.

Imports info Australia.

Counlry of Origin 1013 1920/21 9 months to
31.3.1022
United Kingdom . 51.82% 40.9% 49.27%
United States 13.68% 22.0% 18.63%
Other Countries . 34.50% 31.1. 32.10% °

The position of exports from Ausiralia has however slightly
improved in favour of Great Britain, as the following figures
show.

Exparts jrom Australia.

Destination T 1913 1919/20 1920721
United Kingdom . .o.o0 443 539 51.1
Other British Countries 12.6 18.6 19.7
United States . .., . . , 3.3 74 715
Other Countries & . . | 30.8 20.1 20.7 -

These figures make it clear. that so far as Australia is con-
cerned, whick is the most favouably placed of all the colonies as
regards {rade with Brifain, the proportion of inter-imperial
trade is showing no very large increase. -

If we turn to Canada we find that the position has actually
No actual trade figures are
avaitable for the most recent years tut the following compilation
of the per-capfita expenditure in Canada upon imports from the
United Kingdom and the U.S.A. respectively will show the
position clearly enough.

"~ Per Capita_expenditure in Canada on exports from the

United Kingdom and United Stales. 2
t pited K 1d m Uni ed States
o2 ot TS ggp  qopp  luCTeRe
£—s—d £—s—d Decreasse (5 g4 £-_s—d De rease.
A ) A A
3:6:1 2:1::8 - 17227, 9:8:10 ' 12:1:5 + 218

In Canada the position has not been helped by the ilow of
capital from the United Kingdom. For practically since. the be-
ginning of the War, Canada has obiained all her capital from
the US.A and the ‘latter in turn has been increasing her. hold
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'en Canadian indusiries. So much has this been the case, that in
1918 it was estimated that 34% of the upmlbgeﬂed in adian

‘Industry was held in the U.S.A. and only 9% in Great Britain.

T At thymd of 1919 it was officially esu’nnled that the K US.A.
holdings had increased fo 50% and was still increasing.

n India the proportion of British {rade is not so small

.as jn Canada but it is not improving to any appreciable extent

-4s the following table shows,

i In this table we give both the imports of India in the

ears 1913/14 and 1920, the proportion taken by the United

-, Kingdom, Other British Possessions, the U.S.A. and other foreign

~ countriés respectively. !

x Indian Imports and Exports.
- 1013-14 1920-21 192122 - |1913-14 1920-21 1021.22
Imp.rts Exports

Unit d Ki gdom 64, 619/, 570/, | 249, 2.9, 207

/
British Posse sions “0%. 5% 100, | 149, 219/, - 219,
Total British Enpire 700, 00%, 67, | 38, 439 419,
US.A. : 2,0%, 105%, 819, 8.9, 14.8%/, 10.4Y
~ Teta Foreign Coun'ries 309, 349, 339, 629, 57, ﬁ

o - These figures also show that in India {oo the prepor on
" of British ire {rade actually decreased as regards im ris
. and only slightly increased as regards exporis irom India
- sipce 1913, -

. In all the countries we have dealt with, India, Australia
/"and Canada, a large proportion of the exports of Great Britain
.. are in thesform of machinery. - Textile mchin':ﬁy for, mAslance:l is

exported to India and general engi ing machinery to Australia,
- ‘This machinery is bein uﬁm& competitive industries
. with { Britain in the colonies and is thus rapidly destroying
+ thei that the colonies are mere markets, or the producers of
_ Taw material for QGreat Britain. [ i ,

: Further, in spite of the export of capital to these posses-
. sions eof Great Britain, they are rapidly developing a capitalism
of their own, whose policy is coming more and _more into_conflict

. 'with the -policy of the capitalists of Great Brifain. Thus in Incia
* already, ive tariffs are imposed onm British goods. In

.Austraiia the nationalized merchant shippi continually i
"/ conflict with the shipping capitalists of Great: Britain, whife in
/ - Canada repeated ammxl,_ 8 have been made to obtain a preferential

tariff in favor of US.A. . o

;. It would appear therefore, . that both the premises we

pogtulated at-the commencement of this artide' as necessary for
‘ theory of the self-sufficiency of the British Empire as an
omic unit, are daily becoming more impossit e of fulfilment.
e of the figures we have given show that the possessions of
Gréat Britain are approaching the day when they can supply
Britain with her raw miaterials or absorb her finished products.
- The outlook therefore of those leaders of 'the workers who

' past have mﬁoﬂed the imperialist policy will become in-
singly - difficult reconcile with the class interests of the
ers. will be faced with the necessity of supporting a
' whi iously can only mean more unemployment, lower

es and increasing misery for the workers, or of making a
. clean break with the past, of ise they perigh.

. Agriculiure in the United States,
: - and Russia |
By Prof. N. Tulaikov (Mosco'h).

The writer of this arficle (not a com-
munist, but a member of the Central Executive
Committee), was sent by the Soviet government
to the United States to study the icultural
conditions there, Although his conclusions do
not altogether correspond to the views held in
official circles of Soviet Russia, his report has
aroused great inferest in Russia, Ed.

- The great war led fo a tremendous extension of the area
under wheat cultivation in America—this area | {as 75 million

. &cres ‘in 1919, an unheard of record in the history of the United

Stafes. This enormous extension of wheat cultivation ook place
“ chiefly in the north western states: Nebraska, Dakota, Montana,
-a part of Wyoming, Kansas, and a few others. -

At this fime the price of wheat rose rapidly, and the
‘ﬂ:;rlnmﬂ“ guaranieed the farmer a price of 2 dollars” per
& e..

;s In the wheal disiricts of America and Canada there
(appeared grea( numbers of people who frequently, had had no
-Previous experience in agriculture; these bought sites, set up

|is continually in

farms, bought cattle and implements on credit, and ' began
Fowhgthewbatwﬁch-mmmhtge‘ ts.
owns sprang up, houses and roads were built. Al this
required capital, and this was advanced by the banks.

The years of bad crops in the wheat areas, and the ra?eid
sinkinginthepriuotwheaf,whidl,b;thcend of 1922, fell
below post-war prices (about 70 1o 80 cenfs per bushel), com-
pletely discouraged the farmer; he lost all hope of finding an
way out of this situation.- Many, especially among the ires
emigrants, left their farms aundm'g and then, comx:»letel;a ruined,
started some new career either in towns, or in more favorable
districts.

The departure of the agricultural population was bound to
take its effect on the banks. I the farmers were to be induced
to remain, they must be granted some means enablin them to
hold out during the years of crisis.. The question of granting
credits and seed from means provided by the Federal Govern-
ment was raised, and the credits granted by the provincial
banks, which were too short termed to be of aid to the farmers,
were, up to November 1922 lemented by the government
by about 350 million dollars. minister of agriculture, in
his report on the year 1922, states that this action saved many
thousands of farmers from ruin, and that it is due {o this
operation that hundreds of banks in fhis wheat area escaped
bankruptcy. . .

The general agriculturat-situation however did not improve
in 1922, and the question of credits had to be brought up again.
At the November and sessions of Congress it was
resolved to grant another 60 million dollars out of federal funds,
through the agency of 12 of the .largest banks in the country.
This credit was intended to bring f help to the farmers who
had suffered great losses by the crisis, and to prevent the far-
mers from leaving the wheat district. »

I had the opportunity of speaking with three members of the
Federal Comimission on the cause of the wretched position of
the farmers, and on the means of alleviation to be adopted. One

of these was the chairman of the Commission, Professor Becker.-

This Commission has already come to a more or Jess fixed
opinion, which may be expressed as follows: The natural
&operties of that.part of the great prairies (Dakota, Nebraska,

est-Kansas) where so many immigrants settled during the war,
are not particularly favorable for wheat growing, and therefore
an artificial aid to the farmers (by credifs) would rot ofily be
futile but actually harmful, as the emigration of a section of the
agricultural population of these districts is inevitable in any event.

The whole of the great prairie district must be reconverted
into a cattle-breeding district, as it was before the war, and the
farmer must chiefly rely upon this industry. He can and must
utilize a part of his land for growing corn and cattle fodder, but
this must be regarded as a secondary source of income.

The experience already won in cattle farming in this
district shows that the possession of 100 grazing animals suffices
to enable a farmier to maintain his normal standard of living.
In order to be able to breed grazing cattle in this part of the
United Staates, every farm must have from 1,000 to 2,000 acres at
its disposal. The farmer can ueé about 100 to 200 acres of this
for growing wheat, and as much for maize; the wheat straw
witl ‘also provide him with a valuable winter fodder. Under
such conditions the farmer will almos’ always be able 1o feed
his 100 head of cattle, earn a steady income, and live without
his present risks.

In the hilly districts the farmers must each have over
4000 acres of land, as fhe c@ditions are less favorable. This
signifies that the fafion of the western paris of the great
prairies must be uced.

i 'd‘l'he in‘c.:'olaaedd‘g:;l ﬂ:e of corn rowti;g‘ in these
istricts, so liftle a or as thus ved &
complete failare. It was only p«m time when '@’ price
of com had been raised by speculation, and must now give way
to cattle rearing. . - )

In one of Becker’s articles he states that, during recent
years, the population of the United States has increased more
rapidly than the production of agricultural necessities. This is
doubtless connected with the increasing shortage of land in the
United States, suitable for agriculture. '

The minister for agriculture, in his Congress rt—and
Prof. Becker is of the. same opimion—states, that all districts
in the United States suitable for agriculture without the aid of

artificial irrigation or drainage, or comsiderable i vements,
are alread ‘nﬁi utilized, so that the population of America
is confronted | with the question as 1o how an ever-increasing

population, accustomed {0 a high. standard of livi , is. o be
provided with food and ﬂoﬂnllng‘ - The solution hl?lgu lprobkllli

e
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consists in either cultivating the areas alludé being utilized
much more intensely, or in America, like En become
" dependent on foreign imports, or, finally, in ﬁ enormous
sums from national funds on great irrigation and drainage
works, The first and third solutions are only practicable when
thre prices of agricultural produce are high, that is, when it is
wortl, while to invest so much capital and labor in agriculture.
But this pre-requisite does not exist at present. .

The possibility of the second solution depends on the
world prodiction of wheat, and on the supply of cheap corn in
the markets of the world. If the question of providing -the
United States with corn can be advantageously seitled, and the
Americans are relieved from this care, then the United States
can m use of i pulation, for increasi:ﬁ
industrial production. The natural condiions of the Uni
States render it eminenily possible to convert it info an industrial
country: the maritime routes for export to the West (o China)
and to the East (to Russia), whose markets could be won at the

t time with rative ease, offer cheap means of trans-
port for American industrial ucts to almost unlimited
markets; the coal and naphtha of the eastern districts, and the
enormous energy stored in the waterfalls of the western
mountains, provide emergy for many years; the great miineral
" wealth of the country, and finally the high level of techaics and
of working power in industry, - all ensure for America the
possibility of developing her industry to a very high degree.

The unexa amount and extremely favorable geogra.
phical position of the natural riches of the country, create extra-
ordinarily advantageous pre-requisites for the industrial progress
of thie nation, and in the words of the American economists, Rus-
sian Siberia can become that granary from which America can
supplement her inland food supplies in the future; in the opinion
of these economists, the inland supplies will be fully consumed
in about 25 years by the home demands.

The main point of interest for American economists fo-day
is, 1o ascertain when Russia will re-appear in the markets of the
world with her corn. The majorily are not interested in the
question from the standpoint of competition in the Western Eu-
ropean markets, but from the standpoint of the necessity of a cor-
responding reorganization of the whole of American agriculture.
All economists in the United States dlearly admit the possxbiht(.
. that Russia will recapture her former corn niarkets. The only
question which makes them uneasy is with regard to when and
how American agriculture is to be so re-organized that a further
depression be avoided, a depression which might be greater than
that by which America was overwhelmed after the war.
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Leon Troizky - the org¢anizer
of Victory

By Karl Radek.

History has prepared our party for various tasks. However
Belective our state machiery or our economic activity may be,
still the whole past of the party has psychologically prepared it
for the work of creating a new order of economics and a new
state apparatus. History has even prepared us for diplomacy.
It is scarcely necessary to mention that world politics have
always occupied the minds of Marxists. But it was the endless
negotiations with the Mensheviki that perfected our diplomatic

ics; and it was during these old struggles that comrade
Chicherin learned to draw up diplomatic notes. But we are just
beginning to learn the mircle of economics. Our state machinery
creaks and groans. But in one thing we have been emidently
guccessful — in our Red Army. Its creator, its central will, is
comrade L. D. Trotzky. Old Feneral Moltke, the -creaior of the
German army, often spoke of the danger that the pen of the
diplomatists might spoil the work of the soldier’s sabre. Warriors
the world over, there were classical authors among them,
have always O the ‘f:n to the sword. The history of prole-
tarian revolution shows how the pen may be re-forged into a
sword. Trotzky is one of the best writers of world socialism, but
these litcrar[y advantages did not 1K:evgmt him from becoming the
leader, the leading organizer of first proletarian army. The
pen of the best publicist of the revolution was re-forged into a
sword. )

The literature of &cientific socialism helped comrade
Mrotzky but little in solving the problems which confronted the
party when it was threatened by world imperitlism. If we look

through the whole of pre-war socialist literature, we find —=~
with the exception of a few little-known works by Eﬁeh, some
chaplers in Anti-Dithring devoted to the dev t of strategy, -
and some chapters in Mehring’s excellent k on Lessing,
devoted to the war activity of Frederick the Great — only four
works on military subjects: August Bebel's pamphlet on militia,
Gaston Moch's book on militia, the two volumes of war histo
b{ Schulz, and the book bl! Jaures, devoted to the prong:‘;é
of the idea of the militia in France. With the exception of t

of Schulz and Jaurds, which possess high value, everything
which socialist literature has published on military subjects since
Engel’s death has been bad dilettantism. But even these worke
by Schulz and Jaurds afforded no reply to the questions with which
the Russian revolution was confronted. Schulz’s book surveyed
the development of the forms of sirategy and milifary organi-
zations for many centuries back. It was an attempt at the
al)phcatiou of the Marxian methods of historical research, and
closed with the Napoleonic period. Jaurés’ book — full of
brilliance and sparkle — shows his complete familiarity with
the "problems of military organization, but suffers from
fundamental fault that this gifted representative of reformism
was anxious fo make of the capitalist army an instrument of
national defence, and to release it from the funetion of defending
the class interests of the bourgeoisie. He therefore failed to
grasp the tendency of development of militarism, and carried
the idea of democracy ad absurdum in the question of war, into
the question of the army. 5

I do not know in how far comrade Trofzky occupied him-
self before the war with questions of military science. [ believe
that he did not gain his gifted insight into these questions from
books, but received hig impetus in this direction at the time whea
he was acting as correspondent in the Balkan war, this final
rehearsal of the great war. It is probable that he deepened his
knowledge of war technics and of the mechanism of the army,
during his sojourn in France (during the war), from where
he sent his brilliant war sketches to the Kiev Thoughts. 1t may
be seen from this work how magnificently he grasped the spirit
of the army. The Marxist Trotzky saw not only the external
discipline of the army, the cannon, the {echmics, but he saw -
the living human beings who serve the instruments of wag, he
saw the sprawling charge on the field of battle. Trotzky is the
author of the first pamphlet giving a detailed analysis of the
causes of the decay of the International. Even in face of this
great decay Trotzky did not lose his faith in the future of
socialism; on the contrary, he was profoundly convinced that
all those qualities which the bourgeoisie endeavors to cultivate
in the uniformed proletariat, for the purpose of securing its own
victory, will soon turn against the bourgeoisie, and will serve
not only as the foundation of the revolution, but also of -
revolutionary armies. One of the most remarkable documents
of his comprehension of the class structure of the army, and of
the spirit of the army, is the speech which he held. — .1 believe
at the 1. Soviet Congress aund in the Petrograd Workers' and
Soldiers’ Council — on Kerensky's July attack. In this speech
Trotzky predicted the collapse of the attack, not only on technical
military grounds, but on the basis of the political analysis of the
condition of the army. ¢ You” - and here he addressed himself
to the Mensheviki and the SR’s -— ‘‘ demand from the govern-
ment a revision of the aims of the war. In doing so you ftell
the army that the old aims, in whose names Tzarism and the
bourgeoisie demanded unheard of sacrifices, did not correspond
to the interesfs of the Russian peasantry and Russian proletariat.
You have not attained a revision of the aims of the war. Youa
have created nothing to replace the Tzar and the fatherland, and

t you demand of the army that it shed its blood for this
othing. We cannot fight for Nothing, and your adventure will
end in collapse . The secret of Trotzky's greatness as organizer
of the Red army lies in this attitude of his towards the question. .

All great military writers emphasize the tremendously
decisive significance of ihe moral faclor in war. One half of
Clausevitz’ great book is devoled. to thig question, and the whole
of our victory in the civil war is due fo the circumsfance that
Trotzky knew how 1o apply this science of the signifiance of
the moral factor in war to reality. When the old Tzarist army
went {o pieces, the minister of war of the Kerenski government,
Verclovsky, proposed that the older military classes be discharged,
the military authorities behind the front g)aﬂ,ly reduced, and the
army reorganized by the introduction of fresh young elements.
When we seized power, and the trenches emptied, man, of us
made the same proposition. But this idea was the purest Utopia.
It was impossible to replace the flying Tzarist army with fresh.
forces. These two waves would have crossed and divided each
other. The old army had to be completelv dissolved; the mew
army could only be built up on the alarm sent out by Soviet
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Russia {o the workers and peasants, {o dgfend the conquests of
the revolution. L | |

When, in April 1918, the best Tzarist officers who remained
in the army afler our victory, met together for ithe purpose of
working out, in conjunctiop with our comrades and some military
represeniaiives of {he Allics, the plan of organization jor the
army, Trotzky listened fo their plans — 1 have a clear recol-

- lection of this scene — in silence for several days. These were

upon which

the plans of people who did not comprehend the upheaval going
on &fo’re their eyes. Every one of them replied to the question
of how an aruiy/was to be organized on the old pattern. They
did not grasp {he metamorphosis wrought in the human material
1 the army is based. How the war experts laughed at
the first voluntary, {rcops organized by comirade Trotzky in his
capaciiy of Commissary of Wart Old Borisov, one of the best
Russian milifary writers,-assured those communists with whom
he was obliged to eome in contact, time and again, that no(hmﬁ

. would come of this undertaking, that the army could only be bui

-up on the basis of general conscription, and mainfained by iron

. discipline. He did not grasp that the volunfeer troops were the

5 Ty P—_

secure foundation pillars upon which the structure was {o be

- erecled, and that the masses of peasants and workers could not

ssibly be rallied around the flag of war again unless the
road masses were confronied by deadly danger. Without

- believig for a single moment that the volunteer army could

save Russia, Trotzky organized it as an apparatus which he
required for the creation of a new army.|

- But Trotzky's organizatory genius, and his boldness of
ihought are even more clearly expressed in his couragcous

-~ determination fo uliljze the war specialists for creating the army.

'Every good. Marxian is fully aware that in' building up a good

_economic apparatus we still require the aid of the old capitalist

L

‘organizations. -Lenin defended this proposition with the u'most

decision in his April speech on the fasks of {he Soviet power. .
- In the maiure circles*of the party the idea is not contesied.

. Bu the idea that we could create an instrument for the defence

of the republic, an army, with the aid of the Tzarist officers--

encountered obsfinate resistance. Who could think of re-arming
~the White officers who had just been disarmed? Thus many

. comrdes questioned. I remember a discussion on this question

\

* _army to be headed by a man of iron will, and for this man 1o

. “fram enemies of Soviet
- followers. I witnessed one such victory of

.. -among the editors of the Communist, the organ of the so-called

leit  communisfs, in which the question of the employment of

"staff officers mearly led fo a split. And the editors of this paper
 were the best schooled theoretigians .and practicians of he

rty. 1t sufficies to mention the names of Bukharin, Ossonski,
omov. W. Yakovlev. There was even greater distrust among

'~ the broad circles of our military  comrades, recruited for our

military organizations during the war. The mistrust of our
military functionaries could only be allayed, their agreement to
ke utilization of the kinowledge possessed 'by the old officiers
could only be ‘won, by the burning faith of Trotzky in our
social Torce, the belief that we!could obtain from the war experis

‘:the benefit of their science, without permifting them (o force

their polifics upon us; the belief that’the revolutionary waitch-
fulness of the. progressive workers would enable them to over-
-c?fme any counfer-revolutionary attempis made by the staff
’0 Cers.: |

:n order fo emerge victorious, it was necessary for the

possess not only the full confidence of the party, but the ability
of subjugating with his_iron will the enemy who is forced to
serve us. But comrade Trotzky has not only succeeded in sub-
ordinating {o his energy even the highest staff officers, he
has attained - more: he has succeeded in winning the confidence
‘of the best elements among the war experts, and in converting them
ussia fo its most profoundly convinced
rotzky’s at the time

" qf the Brest nmegotiations. The officers” who had accompanied us

.

)
b

*  ment o
2, the night when Admiral Altvater — who

: 10 Bres'-Litovsk mainiaiu\ed a more than reserved attitude
" towards us. They fulfilled

. Th edMheir réle as experts with the utmost
condescension, in the opinion that they were attending a comedy
which merely served 1o cover a business transaction long since

‘ _arranged belween the Bolsheviki and the German government.

But the manner in which Trotzky conducted the struggle against
German imperialism, in the name of the principles oi%ﬁe Russian
Revolution, forced every human being presemt in the assembly
room {o feel the moral and spiritual victory of this eminent

- representative of the Russian proletariat. The mistrust of the

rtion to the deve'op-
aw cearly I recollect
( b 1 has since died — one
ol the leading officers of the old army, who began fo help
Soviet Russia not -from motives of fear but of conscience, entered
my room and said: “1 came here because you forced me fe

war exper:s towards us vanished in pro
the great Brest-Litovsk drama.

~mge in the history of the Russian' Revolution

do so. I did not bdiieve you; but now I shall help you, and do

my work as pever beéiore, -in the préfound conviction that T am

serving the fatherland .

It is one of Trotz:{’s greatest victories that he has been
able to impart- the ‘cénviction that the Soviet %.overnment reall
fights for the welfare of the Russian people, even o suc
people who have comie over to us from hostile camps on com-
pulsion only.- It goes without saying that this great victory on
the inmer front, this. moral victory over the enemy, has been
the result not only of Trolzky’s iron energy which won for him
universal respect: not only the result of the deep moral force,

the high ree of authorily even in military spheres, which this
socialist writer and ‘people’s tribune, who. was placed, by the
will of the revoiution at the head of the army, has been able

1o win for himself; this victory has also required the self-denial
of fens of thousandg of our comrades in the army, an iron
discipline in our own ranks, a consistent striving towards our
aims; - it has also réquired the miracle that those masses of
human beings who only yesterday fled from the battle-field, take
up arms again foday; under much more difficult conditions, for
the defenge of the country.

That these pnliticogasycholo ical mass factors played an
important role is am undeniable fact, but the strongest, most
concentrated, and striking expression of this influence is to be
found in the personality of Troizky. Here the Russian reve-
lution has acted through tlie brain, the nervous system, and
the heart of its greatest representative. When our first armed

trial began, with CZecho-Slovakia, the ‘par?, and with it its
leader Trotzky, showed hew the principle of the ﬁ:litical, cam-
paign — as already faugh( by Lassalle — could applied. to

war, to the fight with “ steel arguments”. We concentrated all
material and moral forces on the war. The whole party had
grasped the necessity”of this. But this necessity also finds its
ighest expression in.the steel ﬁgure of Trotzky. After our victory
over Denikin in March 1920, Trotzky, said, at the party con-
ference: “ We haversﬂundcred the whole of Russia in order fo
conquer the Whites”. In these words we again find the un-
&iralleled conceniration of will required to ensure the victory.

e needed a man who was the emboediment ef the war-cry, a
man who became {he:focsin sounding the alarm, the will deman-
ding from one and all an unqualified subordination to the great
bloody necessity.

It was only a man who works like Trotzky, a man who
spares himself as little as Trotzky, who can speak to the saldiers
as only Trotzky cait — it was only such a man who could be
the standard bearer of the armed working Eeople. He has been
everything in one person. He has thought out the strategic
advice given by the experts and has combined it with a correct
estimate of the proportions of social forces; he knew how io
unite in one movemént the impulses of fourieen fronts, of the
ten thousand communists who informed headquarters as to what
the real army is and how it is possible {o operate with it; he
understood how {o combine all this in one strategic plan and
one scheme of organization. And in all this splendid work he
understood befter than anyone else how to apply the science of
the signifiance of the moral factor in war.

This combination of strategist and military organizer with
the politician is best characterized by the fact that during the
whole of ‘this hard work, Trotzky appreciated the importance
of Demian Bedny (communist writer?, or of the artist Moor
(who draws most of the politicial caricatures for the communist
papers, posters, etc.). for the war. Our army was an army of
peasants, and the dictatorship of the proletariat with regard
to the army, that is, the leading of this peasanis’ army by workers
and by representatives of the working class, was realized in the
Egrsonalit of Trotzky and in the comrades co-operating with
im. Trotzky was able, with the aid of the whole apparatus of
our party, t0 impart to the peasants’ army, exhausted by the
war, the profoundest:conviction that it was.fighting in its own-
inferests. '

. Trotzky worked with the whole party in the work of
forming the Red Army. He would not have fulfilled his task
without the party. But without him the creation of the Red Army,
and its victories, would have demanded infinitely greater sacri-
fices. Our party will go down to history ag the first proletarian
party which succeede& in creating a great army, and this bright

) [ will always be
und up with the name of Leo Davidovitch Trotzky, with the
name of a man whose work and deeds will claim not only the
love, but also the scientific study of the young generation of
workers preparing fa conquer the whole world. : =

| ———
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The Communist Pariy of Ialy to the
CP of Russia ‘
Letter of the C.P.I to the Convention of the C.P.R.

Dear Comrades,

‘Your convention greets the sixth year of your victory
and of the victory of the Russian proletariat, whom you are

leading forward with unexampled determination and self-sacri-.

fice, under the leadership of the eminent heads of your party.

Russian comrades! OQur proletariat is worthy of greeting
you. You know well the sorrowiul history of our workers
during the past few years, and how. bitterly {he workers have
to pay for the actions of the reformist and cowardly leaders.
Reaction/in its worst forms has raged amongst us, and in the
end thé armed bands of Fascism have taken over the govern-
ment, in order {o be betier able to crush the revolutionary spirit
of our workers and peasants. In the face of this difficult
positionf the young Commuuist Party of Italy has done its duty,
1t has held high the flag of the Communist International, it
is fighting further in the name of your revolution, that first
and magnificent step on the road to the proletarian world
revolution. Thousands of communists are in prison, we are
hunted down like the lowest criminals. Qur press is suppressed
almost everywhere. But we may say to you, in the name of
our comrades, that the Party wili remain at its post, and will
prepare for the inevitable fresh rising. We promise you to be
viclorious.

Comrades! Despite all persecutions we are strong, because
ou are strong. The work which you haye accomplished is so
ar-reaching in significance {hat even you yourselves cannot
grasp its full importance. The bourgeoisie, fear§ us because you
are our allies, because it knows that you are’fighting on our
gide. The bourgeoisie fears you because it knows that behind
your brave vanguard there stands the mighty army of the
proletariat. You have won a victory for your own proletariat,
and for the proletariat of the- whole world. Your leaders are
our leaders, and we love them as.you love them. The history
of your revolution is well known to t{m exploited of every country.
Your victories arouse the joy of the workers of the whole world,
for they are their victories. You know that the Italian prole-
tariat is m the trenches, is suffering and dying ip them. Out
_ of these bloody trenches we send you our greetifigs. We are
proud - of being able to call out to you that we ghall win the
victory in your name.

Long live the victorious Comumunist Party of

. Long live the Russian proletariat!

All honor {o the dead who fell in emulation of your dead!
The Executive of the C.P. of Italy.

ussia!

Tlie Norwegian Labor Party

The party convention’s report on the activity of the Nor-
ian Labor Party during the year 1922, shows that the Party,
despite the internal crisis, i1s firmer than ever.' The widespread
unemployment has reduced the trade umion membership, and
this has reacled on the membership of the Party. The
membership statistics for the year 1922 are as follows: jirst
uarter: 39,007 men and 7,608 women — 46,635; second quarter:
g7,805 men and 7,884 women — 45,089; third quarter: 31,742 men
and 7400 women — 45,142; fourth quarter: 39,124 men and
8,391 women — 47,515.

The membership is largest in Christiania; here the Party
has 19,132 members, the. majority -of whom are collectively
affiliated to the. Party through their trade unions.

In the countrz the Party is mainly built up on direct
individual ~membership. The . Party comprises 13 district
organizations, 16 county, and 29 town organizations.

The Party Convention has now.resolved that within a year
the Party is {o be reorganized wholly on the basis of individual
membership. ‘It is clear that this measure will considerably
reduce the membership of the Party.

In 1922, the. Party sed 41 newspapers. Of these
16 were dailies, 14 were lished thrice a week, 9 'twice, and 2
once a week. DBesides these, the Party has a periodical, a
women’s paper, and a humorous paper. -A weekly youth paper
is also published under the wpefvisnon of the:Party, as well as
a children’s paper and a communist students’ paper. The Part
. also has a press service, which provides the newspapers wi
‘telegrams, articles, parliamentary speech reports and information
from the main organizations.

 The Party possesses a publishing establishment which
issued, during the year 1922, 10 books with a total -edition of

57,000, and propaganda pamphlets with a fotal edition of
25,000 copies. :
The Party

I is carryienf on comprehensive educational
work, and in 1922, conducted, a day schoo! with 33 students,
course of instruction 3% mon-hs; a day school with 20 students
in one district, which lasted 2 months, and about 50 local
evening schools with about 1000 sfudents. In 1922 a correspon-
dence schoul was founded, with 13 courses of instruction. .
_Au idea of the comprehensive activity of the Party may
be gained from the fact that in 1922 the Party executive arranged
for 2,338 lectures and 290 agitation tours. For agitation purposes
!lalzgﬂills amounting to a total circulation of 380,000 copics were
issued. : :
The Young Communist League, made good progress in
1622, and has now about 12,000 members in 250 groups. The
children’s mevement comprised, at the end of 1922, 51 children’s
groups with more than 0,000 members. The Women's league
connected with the Party (and which the convention dec'del fo
dissolve) had in 1922, 92 groups with about 3,000 mem'ors.
At the municipal and rural district elections in 1022; the
Party obtained 1786 seafs in the rural district councils, and 558
in the town councils, At the same elections in the year 1019
(before the spiit in the Party) the figures were 20327 and 031.

Two leiters to Henri Barbusse

1. -

We, the communist contributors to the liferary-artistic
section of the Pravda, will Telebrate that day as a festival on
which our new comrade Henri Barbusse enters our ranks in the
columns of our fighting organ, the Pravda.

With communist greeting,

The centributors to the literary artistic section of ibe
“Pravda’:

Demyan Bedni, A. Voronsky, D. Kunin, L.
W. Popov-Dubovskoy, A. Serafimovidch, L.
liptchenko, An. Charov, L. Schmidt.

I

The group of proletarian writers: October welcomes with
joy your entrance info the Communist Party.

We are all members of the Communist Party of Russia
(Bolsheviki). We are anxious to specially emphasize that a
liferary artist can in no circumstances better serve the cause
of the workers than when he fights in the ranks of the prolefariat.
“Independence”’ from the Farty of the working class almost
invariably signifies separation from .it, a separation frcm the
nourishing juices of that culture which bears the future within
it. - We, proletarian writers, communist writers, are doing the
work of the parfy in the'sphere of artistic literature. And when
the Party (that is, he cause of the working c'ass) demands
our prcsence at some other fighting post, or requires our death
at the barricades of the revolution, we shall obty its commands.
Communism comes! first. Everything else is secondary.

We welcome you as a fellow fighter in the ranks of the
party of the working class.

We greet you as a champion of the working class at the
front of proletarian literafure.

The group of proletarian writers “October”.

IN SOVIET RUSSIA

- The sirategy and faciics
of the Russian communiaic

Mitnitzky,
Sosnovsky, . Phi-

By /. Stalin
Comrade Stalin wishes to noeic o viservauon
that this article lays no claim {o c: -inalily, but is

to be regarded as a collcctive and schemntis ~-vey

of comrade Lenin’s fundamental vio. <
;
Fundam-:>ntal conzopiions.
1. The two sides of the labor movement. i

Political stategy and tactics alike dcal with the labor move- -
ment. But the labor movement its:{ iz composed of two factors,
the objective or "elemenfary and the suljcctive or conscious. The
objective, elementary constituent' is that group of events which
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ke place independent of the conscious or regulative will
::Ithepkl ariat. mciconmﬁcem ofi:eo:ld'he coumtrg'e
the development of capitalism, wer,
elementary movement of the proklan);t and of the classes
surrounding it, - the class war, etc—all these are phenomena
whose development is not dependent on the will of the proletariat.
This is the ogiective side of thﬁe) mmema.tt. Strategy has n?thmg
to do with these processes, for e it can nei create nor
alter. It can only reckon with these processes and utilize them
as a starting point. This is the sphere of the theoretical study of
Marxism and of the Marxian program. . o

But the riovement possesses another side, the subjective,

the conscious side. The subjective aspect of the movement is
- the reflection of the elementary processes in the heads of the

_workers, it is the conscious and systematic movement for the
attainment of definite aims. This side of the movement is
subject to the fullest exient to the regulatve effect of strategy
and factics, and is for this reason of special interest to us.
Although strategy is unable to ctxaulge aﬂphmg in the objective
processes of the movement, here in the subjective, conscious side
of the movement the field of aclion opened out to strat is
wide and manifold, for sirategy cam accelerate or retard the
movement, indicate to it the rtest path, or the path strewn
with difficulties and sacrifices; all this depends on perfecton
or shor{comi of the strategy itself. )

To a ate or retard the movement, to facilitate or hinder

it—this is the sphere of political strategy and tacfics, these are
the confines of their possibilities. :

2. Theory and program of Marxism. -

The study of the objective processes of the movement is
not incumbent on strategy. But 1t is none the less obliged to
be familiar with these processes, and to take them into considera-
tion, if grave errors are not to be committed by the leadership
of the movement. The theory of Marxism, and the program

- of Marxism, are especially occupied with the study of the ob-

jective processes of the movement. Hence strat must rest
entirely on the existing theories and programs of Marxism.
: The study of the objective processes of capitalism, its

- development and decgy, brings the theory of Marxism to the

conclusion ihat the overthraw of the bourgeoisie and the seizure
of power by the proletariat, the replacement of capitalism by
_socialism, are inevitable.

Proletarian theory can be called Marxian only when it is
based on this main conclusion of Marxian theory.

, As the program of' Marxism proceeds from the given
theories, il determines the aims of the proletarian movement, and
formulates them scientifically in the points of the program. The
program may be valid either for the whole penocf of capitalist
development, in tha it holds in view the overthrow of capitalism
and the organization of socialist production, or only for a definite
¥Iuse in the development of capitalism, for instance: the destruc-
. tion of the vestiges of the feudal absolutist state of society and

the creation of the pre-requisites for the free development of
capitalism. This program may consist of two parts: of the
., maximum and of the minimum par{. The strategy proceeding

" from the minimum part of the program-must naturally be diffe-
rent from that based on its maxizium part; but a strategy can
‘enly be named Marxian when it is guided by the aims of the
movement formulated in the program of Marxism.

3. Strategy.

~ o most im]por{aut task of sirategy is to ascertain that
main line o be followed by the working class movement, the
line most advantageous for the purpose of enabling the prole-
fariat to strike its enemy that main blow required for the
attainment of the aims established by the program. The strategic
plan organizes this decisive blow in sucﬁ a manner that it can
yield the greafest results within the shortest time.

The fundamental lines of political strategy could be laid
down without particular troubie by drawing an analogy with
militar slr_it&to; instance from the civil war at the time of the
struggle with ikin. All Russian comrade will recollect the end
of the year 1919, when Denikin sfood before Tula. At that time

* there were interesting coniroversies among the military leaders
as to the best point at which to deal Denikin’s army the decisive
blow. Some of the military leaders proposed that the main attack
be made on the line Tzaritzin-Novorossisk Others suggested the
line Voronesh-Rostov, as this would enable the breach in ikin's
line to be followed by a division of the hostile army into two
sections which could then be treated separately. The first plan

had positive advantages in so far as the occupation

- of Novorossisk would cut -off the retreat of Denikin's army. But
it had the disadvantage of entailing an advance through districts

bostile {o the Soviet power (Dou province), thus invo ving great \

& o Tl
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sacrifices; on the other hand it was dangerous, for it left the ©
mdto“om,&r Tula and Tze , open to Denikin's N
army, The second plan for striking .the main blow was the *

only corect one; in the first place it an advance of
our main forces through a district in sympathy with the Soviet
power, thus eliminating exorbitant sacrifices; and in the second
lace it hindered Denikin’s main army in its advance on Moscow.
majority of the military experts were in favor of the second
plan, and the fate of the whole war with Denikin was
thus decided. , . %
In other words: The determination of the direction of the
main blow signifies the rmination of the character of the
tions for the whole period of the war, and with it, nine tenths
of the outcome of the war. This is the task to be accomplished
by strategy. )
The same must be said of political strategy. The first
serious controversies between the leaders of the Russian prole.
tariat with regard to the main lines of the prolefarian movement
occurred at the beginning of the present century, at the, time of
the Russo:Japanese war. As is well known, one section of our
party (the heviki) were at that time of the opinion that the
main live of the etarian movement in its struggle against
Tzarism should be the formation of a bloc between the proletariat
and the liberal bourgeoisie; this plan completely, or almost com-
pletely, excluded tie most important revolutionary factor, the
peasantry, and placed the leading role of the whole revolutionary
movement in the hands of the liberal bourgeoisie. The other
section of the party (the Bolsheviki) maintained that the main
blow sheuld be carried out by means of a bloc between proletariat |
and peasantry, and that the leading role of the whole revolutio-
nary movement should be placed in the hands of the proletariat,
the liberal bourgeoisie being neutralized. -
If we compare our whole revolutionary movement, from the
turn of the centmry until the February revolution of 1917, it
becomes clear that the fate of Tzarism and of the landowners
depended in a high degree on the acceptance of the one or the

2

.

other strategic (the Menshevist or the Bolshevist), from '
the acceptance of the one or the other main line of revolutionary
movement.

Just as the military strategy at the time of the war with
Denikin, by choositg the main lines of the blow to be dealt, also
determine! nine tenths of the character of all further
operations until the complete annihilation of Denikin, in
the same manner our political strategy, by decidg:ﬁ to carry on
the revolutionary movement in the spirit of the shevist plan,
determined the character of the action taken by our party during
the whole period of open struggle against Tzarism, from the
Russo-Japanese war until the February revolution of the
year 1917. ‘

It is the chief task of political strategy to correcily deter-
mine the main lines to be pursued by the proletarian movement
in each separate country, and to do this on the basis of the theory
and program of Marxism, at the same time taking into considera.
tion the experience gained in the revolutionary struggle by the
workers of all countries.

j
¢

S 'y

4, Tactics.

Tactics are a part of siralegy, and subordinate fo it.
Tactics are not occupied with the war as a whole, but with 1fs
separate epi , with the battles and skirmishes. While strategy ¢
seeks to win the war, or, let us say, to bring the struggle against
Tzarism to an end, tactics on the other hand, aim at winning
this or that battle, or successfully carrying thr softte cam-
paign, some course of action, by means of greater or lesser adapta-
tion {o_the concrete fighting conditions at any given moment.

_The most im t task of tactics is to determine those
ways and means, those forms and methods of fighting, best
suited at the given moment to the concrete conditions, mg offer-
ing the best prospects of strategic success. Therefore the resulfs
of tactics are riot to be judged by themselves, not from the point
of view of their immediate effects, but from the point of view of
the task and possibilities of strategy.
> There are moments when successful tactics facilitate 1:e
fulfilment of the strategic task. This was the case for instance at
the end of 1919, in the war against Denikin, when Orel and
Vorornesh were liberpted our troops, and the success gained
by our cavalry at Veronesh and by our infantry at Orel created
a favorable situation for dealing a blow to Rostov. This was the
case in August 1917 in Russia, when the workers’ councils of
Petmgrap;ll iand' M'tualioth 1:'9)'1&1'f to“ﬂne Bolot!‘:eev;’k‘:;' and created
a new ca! si . facilitatin struck b
our party in October, e . £ " t y

are other moments when tactical successes, although
of brilliant immediag effect, do not correspond to the sirategic
possibilities, and create an “ unexpected ” situation disastrous: for

1
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the whole campaign. This happ to Denikin at the end of
1919, when he allowed the facile success of a rapid and effeclive
march against Moscow {o induce him to extend his front from
the Volga to the Dnyepr, and thus to pave the way for the ruin
oi his army. The same was the case in the year 1920 in the
Polish war, when we — underestimating the force of the national
movement in Poland, and dazzled by the easy success of an effec-
tive advance set ourselves a task ond our powers, that of
penetrating as far as Warsaw or further; by this we ro the
of the Polish population to united resistance
aiainst the Soviet troops, and thus brought about a situation
which nullified the suocem gained by the Soviet troops at Minsk
and Zhitomir, and underfining the prestige of the Soviet power
in the West. .

And finally, there are moments in which it is necessary to

heglcct tactical successes, and to consciously acquiesce in tactical-

. losses for the purpose of securing future_strategic gains. Thus
it frequently occurs in war that one of the lighting parties,

anxious to save its troops and to withdraw them irom the blows
dealt by the overwhelming forces: of the enemy, will begin a
systematic retreat, and abandon whole cities and districts, in
order to gain time and to collect its forces for new decisive
battles in the future. This was the case in Russia in the year
1918, durinﬁ the German attack, when our party was forced to
accept the Brest-Litovsk peace, which, regarded from the stand-
point of immediate political effect, signified a gigantic minus, but
was none the less necessary in order to enable us to maintain the
alliance with a peasantry gry for peace, in order to gain a
breathing space, to create @ rew army, and thus to gain a
stralegic plus in the future.

In other words: tactics must not be subordinated to the
temporary interests of the moment, they must not be influenced by
considerations of immediale political effectiveness, and still less
may they desert the solid earth.and build castles in the air —
tactics must adapt themselves to the tasks and possibilities of

strategg:.
he main fask of tactics is to determine the forms and
methods of the struggle, {o choose those best adapted to the

*'concrete nremises of the struggle at each given moment; the lines

laid down by strategy are to be followed, and the experience
gained in the revolutionary struggle among the workers of all
countries are to be utilized.

5. The forms of the struggie.

Methods of warfare and forms of war are not aiways ne
same. They vary with the conditions of development, above all
with the development of uction. War was carried on diffe-
rently under Chingis-Khan than under Napoleon III and
differently in the 20th. century than in the 19th. century.

At the present day ';{le art of warfare consists in a
thorough know dge of every form of war, and the mastery of
every scientific advance in this siphere, utilizing this knowledge
sensibly, and combining it skilfully, applying this or that form
at the right moment and in the right manner.

same is to be said of the forms of struggle on the
political battle field. Here the forms of struggle are much more
manifold than in .warfare. They vary with the development of
economics, of social life, of culture; with the izion of the
classes; with the mutual relations of the firhting forces, the
character of the ruling power and the international conditions.
The illegal form of struggle as carried on under absoluism, in
combination with partial sirikes and workers’ demonstrations;
the open form of struggle under *legal ibilities 7, with
political mass strikes of the workers; the parliamentary form of
struggle such as we experienced in the Duma; the extra-parlia-
entary mass action uently resulting in armed rebellion; and
finally the state forms of siruggle after the seizure of power by
the proletariat, when the latter has succeeded in obtaining com-
plete control of all state means and forces, including the army
-—tbese‘are in general the forms of struggle which have been pro-
duced In actual practice by the revolutionary struggles of the
proletariat.
It is the task of the m to master every form of struggle,
of battle, and to skilfully intensify
the employment of those forms of struggle most adapted to their

+ purpose under any given circymstances.

6. The forms of orgamization.

The forms of organization of an army, the kind of {roops
employed, are generally adapted to the forms and methods of
warfare These factors vary with the modes of warfare. In a
war of manceuvre an extensive use of cavalry is often decisive;
in a trench war cavairy plays no role whatever, or only a secon-
dary ome: here the heavy artillery, aviation, gas, and tanks are
decisive, EC y o -

‘

The task of military science is to have every descrjption of
troops ready for use, to perfect them, and combine their actions.
' The same applies to the forms of organization in the sphere
of politics. As in the sphere of military warfare, the forms of
organization must aiso adapt themselves here to the special form
of struggle. Conspiratory organizaiions of professional revolu-
tionists. during the epoch of absolutism; enlightenment and action
the aid of trade union, co-operative, and parliamentary frac-
tions (Duma fraction, etc.) during the epoch of the Duma; shop
stewards, peasants committees, sirike commiitees, workers’ and
soldiers’ councils, revolutionary military committees, and a broad
proletarian party which combines all these organmizatory forms
during the period of mass actions and risings; finally, the state
form as the organization of the proletariat during the period of
concentration E)wer in the hands of the working class—these
are in general the forms of organization which, under certain
conditions, can and must aid the proletariat in its struggle against
the bourgeoisie.
It is the task of the party to master all these forms of or-
anization, fo perfect them, and to be capable of combining
ir work at any given moment.

1. Slogans and directions.

Skilfully formulated resolutions, expressing the ainrs of a
war or of its separate battles, and ing popular among the
troops, are frequently of decisive significance as a means for
rousing active enthusiasm in an army, of strengthening its
morale, etc. Suitable commands, watchwords, and appeals, issued
to the soldiers, are as important in a war as superior heavy -
artillery, or superior and rapidiy moving tanks.

iyn the sphere of politics slogans are of even greater impor-
tance, for here we have to dea’ with tens and hundreds of millions
of human beings with manifold demands and needs. ‘

The slogan is the concentrated and clear fornuilation of the
immediate or uitimate aims of the s{ruggle, and is issued by the
leading group—in the case of the proletariat by its parfy. There
are various slogans, according {o the different aims of the

strug%le; they may be applicable to a whole historical period,
or only to separate sections or episodes of the historical period in
question. The slogan “ Down with despotism ”, first issued by

the *“ Group for the emancipation of Labor ” in the eighties of the
last century. was a propaganda slogan, for ifs object was to
ather together the most persevering and bravest fighters and
ﬁglning groups in the party. During the period of the Russo-
Japanese war, when the instabilily of despotism became more or
less obvious to the broad masses of the working class, this slogan
was transformed info an agitative slogan, for it could already
assume {he sympathy of millions of workers. In the period before
the February revolution of 1917, at the time when the final
bankruptcy of Tzarism became evident to the masses themselves,
the slogan “ Down with despotism ” chan from an agitative
slogan into a slogan of actior, for now 1t was able to induce
milions of workers to storm Tzarism. During the days of the
February revolution itself this s'ogan assumed the form of actual
directions isswed by the party. that is, it called for the immediate
occupation of this or that authorifative position, of this or that
point in the Czarist system, for this was the moment of {he
overthrow and extermination of Tsarism.

To confuse slogans with directions, or slogans of agitation
with slogans of action, is just as dangerous as premature or too
retarded action—which can becom: more than dangerous, aduaily
catastrophic. In April 1917 the slogan: “AH power to the Soviets!”
was an agitative slogan. The famous demonstration in Petro-
grad in April 1917, before the winter palace, was a premature
and therefore catastrophic attempt to {urn this slogan .nto a
slogan of action. The party was right in condemning the initiators
of this demonstration, for it was aware that the pre-requisites for
the transformation of this slogan into one of action were as
yet non-existent, and that a I;.)remature action on the part of the
proletariat may lead to a collapse of its forces.

On the other hand cases occur when the party is confronted
with the necessity of withdrawing or altering, “within 24 hours”,
mature slogans (or directions) which have already been
accepted —in order to save its members from falling into some
trap set by the enemy, or in order {o postpone the execution of the
directions to a more favorable time. This was the case in Petro-
grad in June 1917 when a carefully rrepared workers’ and
soldiers’ demonstration intended for July 9, was cancelled by
the E.C. of our party.

The task of the party comsists in the skilful and timely
conversion of the agitative slogams into slogans of action, or°
of the latter into definite and concrete directions—or, if conditions
demand it, of possessing the elasticily and determination {o
d::!ist from the execution of this or that slogan, even if popular -
and mature. :
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_ . The straiegic plan
) 1. Historical upheavals, ZStrate'gic plans.

i The strategy of the !party is ‘not something per.mangm‘
something fixed once and for all., It changes with historica
revolutions, historical movements. ‘These changes are expressed
by the circumstance that an independent and specially adapted
strategic plan is worked out for every historical upheaval. The
strategic plan determines the main line of action to be adog'ted
by the révolutionary forces, and the diagram for the correspondin

distribution of the millions of workers on the social battle-field.

It goes without saying that a sirategic plan applicable to one,

is not” applicable {o another historjcal period, distinguished by
quite different peculiarites. For every historical revolution there
is a strategic plan necessary for : this special revolution, and
adapted {o its tasls. ‘ ;
. The same applies to warfarel The slrategic plan worked
out for the Koltchak war could be of no use in the war against
Denikin, and the plan for the latter again, could not be used in
the Polish war of 1920, for in all these three cases both the
main line of action and the scheme of distribution of the military
forces had to be eantirely different. | ) .

The new history of Russia knows three main historical
upheavals which called into existence three different strategic
plans in the history of our party. A brief description of these
~upheavals. wil be in place here, in order {o illusirate in what
manner the strategic. plans of the party generally change in
accordance with the latest historical movements.

2. The ﬁr&t historical upheaval amf the movement towards the
' bourgeois democratic fevolution in Russia.

. This upheaval began at the commencenmen{ of our century,

‘at the lime of the Russo-Japanese war, when the defeat of the
Tzarist army and the great political sirikes among the Russian
workers aroused all classes of the
the. battle field of political siruggles. This upheaval culminated
in the days of 1the February revolution of 1917.

. During this period {wo sirategic plans opposed one another
. within our party: the plan of the Mensheviki (Plechanov-Martov
- .1905) and (8: plan of the Bolshevilﬁi (Lenin 1905).

.« . The Menshevist strategy struck the main blow at Tzarism
on’ lines of coalition beiween the liberal bourgeoisie and the
proletariat. As this plan was based on the then prevailing idea
that the revolujion was a bourgeois one, it assigned the leading
role in the movement to_the liberal bourgeoisie, and gave to the
proletariat’the role of “extrenie left jopposition”, the role of motive
power for the bourgeoisie, while lge peasaniry, one of the most

historical period, and possessing il% own specific characteristics,

oluation and thrust them onto

imoortant revolutionary forces, was completely or almost com-
pletely ; excluded from the scene of| battle. It is not difficult to
. comprehend that this: plan, ignoring as it did a many millioned
ﬁeasa‘nlry/ was bound ‘to be a hopgess failure in a country like
Russia; and .in laying the fate of the revolution.in the hands of
- the liberal bourgeoisie (the hegemony of the bourgeoisie) the
“plan was reactionary in character, for the liberal bourgeoisie was
not anxious for the complete victory of {he revolution, and was
always ready to bargain with Tzarism.
The Bolshevist sirategy (see comrade Lenin’s book: “Two
tactics”) aimed at slrikin¥ the main revolutionary blow against
+ Tzarism on lines of coalition between the proletariat and the
_ peasantry, the liberal bourgeoisie being neutralized. As this plan
was based on lhe view-point that the liberal bourgeoisie is not
desirous of the complete victory of the bourgeois-democratic
“revolution, and that it prefers to bargain with Tzarism at the
expense of the workers and peasants, it assigned the leading role
of the revolutionary movement {o the  proletariat,
this being the sole class in ‘Russia consistently revolutionary in
" character.. This plan was not alone distinguished by its correct
estimate of the motive forces of revolution, but by bearing within
it the germ of the idea of the proletarian dictatorship (the Hege-
mony.of the proletariat). In a flash of genius it foresaw the
next and. highest phase of revolution in Russia, and facilitated
the transition to it. P
The next stage of development of ‘the revolution, up to
February = 1917, lully confirmed the (correctness of this
strategic plan. 4 ‘ /
3. The second historical eaval and ihe movement fowards
. the dictatorship of the proletariat in 'Russia. =~
) The second upheaval began with the February revolution
of 1917, aﬂer'the ‘overthrow of Tzarism, when the imperialist
war was qpqs:;ﬁ everywhere the deadly wounds which capitalism
had suffered; when the liberal bourgeoisie found itself incapable
of taking the- real administration of ‘the country .into its
; .
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when the soldiers at the front, and the workers and
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of capitalism in’'Russja. ..
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hands, and was forced to coufine itself to olmﬁemz formally to
t

its, atuhorily”'(gmvis.ional government); when workers’ and

soldiers’ cougeijs into whose hands the actual power fell, proved °

to possess neither the capacity nor. the will to use this power;

interior of the country, where thrown into despair by the severity
of the struggle and the economic devastation; when the reg.me

of the “double power” and of the “contact commission”, eaten up

by internal anfagonisms and caé:able of neither war nor' peace,
entangled the situation more and more.. This period ended with
the October Reyolution of 1917. ‘

Two strategic plans .opposed gge another at this period
within the Soviets: that of the MensHeviki and S.R.'s, and that
of the Bolsheviki.

The strategy of. the Mensheviki and of the S.R.s which
at first vacillated between the Soviets and the provisional govern.
ment, between revolution and counter-revolution, assumed its final
form-at the time of {he opening of the democratic conference in
August 1017. “This final form was .the gradwal but certain
deprivation of power from the Soviets, and the concentration of
the whole power of the country in the hands of the “Constituent
Assenibly”, a fodel of the future bourgeois parliament. - The
solution ‘of all questions on war and peace, of agrarian and labor
questions, and of the national question, were postponed tiH the
convention of the Constituent Assembly, and this convention
was again postponed indefinitely. “All power to the Constituent

_adsembply!” was the slogan of the S:R’s and the Mensheviki.

This was the _preparatory plan for a bourgeois dictatorship,
which, though “combed and brushed into ‘“perfect democracy”,
was none the less to bé a bourgeois dictatorship. N

The Boishévist “strategy (see the “Theses” of comrade
Lenin, April 1917) aimed at the destruction of bourgeois power
by the united forces of the proletariat and the ‘impoverished

asaniry, based on the dictatorship of the proletariat in the
orm of Soviet republics. The rupture with imperialism and with
war, the emancipation of the oppressed nationalities of the one-
time Russian empire, the expropriation of the landowners and
capitalists, the preparation of the ground for the
organization of socialist economics—these were the elements -of
the Bolshevist plan at that period. “All power to the Soviets!”—
was the slogam of the Bolsheviki at that time. This plan is
important not only on account of its correct estithation of the
motive forces of {yhc new proletarian revolution in Russia, but
because it facilifated and accelerated the revolutionary movement
in the West. ’

The subsequent devolopment of evenis until the October
upheaval fully confirmed the correctness of this strategic plan.

4. The third historical upheaval and the movement fowards the
proletarian revolution in Europe.

The third upheaval began with the October Revolution,
when the death agouy of the two imperialist groups of the West
attained its .highest point; when the revolutionary crisis in the
West plainly showed its development;: when in Russia the
bourgeois power, bankrupt and entangled in antagonisms, fell
beneath the blows of the proletarian revolution; when the action
taken by the gew Soviet government in the peace question,
in the confiscation of land, the expropriation of tte cacitalists,
and the emaucipation of oppressed nationalities, gained for it
the confidence of millions of workers the world over. This
was an upheavgl on an international scale, for the international
front of capital was broken through . for the first fime, the
uestion of the: overthrow of capitalism unfolded for the first
time in actual practice. - Thus the October Revolution became
transformed  fram a Russian national revolution, into an inter-
national force, and the Russian workers from a backward section
of the internatipnal proletariat into its vanguard, arousing the
workers of the Wesi, and of the oppressed lands of the East,
by their seif-sacrificing struggles. This upheaval has not yet
reached its apéx, for it has not fully unfolded on .an inter-
national scale, but its general trend and significance are dlready
determined with sufficient clearness.

* At that timte two strategic plans strove against one another
in Russia's political circles: the an of the counter-revolytionists,
who drew -the active section of the Mensheviki and ‘the S.R.’s
into their organizations, and the plan of the Bolsheviki.

The counfer-revolutionists, and the active S.R.'s, .and
Mensheviki united all discontented elements in one camp: the
old officers - at’; the, front and in the interior, the bourgeois-

nationalist’ governments of the border states, the capitalists and .

landowners expropriated by the revolution, the agents of .the
Entente.who, were preparing-an intervention, etc. They maintained
their course towards the overthrow of the Soviet governmenc
by medus of rebellions- or foreiga interventions for the restorstiom

1
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. : . The- Bolsheviki, ‘on the .othéer hand, were active in
" establishing. the international securily of the proletarian dic-
.tatorship in Russia, and in extending the sphere of action of the
proletarian - revolution to ‘alt the couniries of the world, by
. means of uniting the proletarian forces of Russia with the forces
of the European proletariat, and of the proletariat of the sub-
jugated peoples of the Orient, against world imperialism. An
-excellent and' concentrated formulation of this sfrategic struggle
’ig- given by comrade Lenin in his pamphlet: - “The proletaran
revo ation and the renegade Kautsky”. Here we find the for-
- mulaion of the maximum which can be accomplished in one

w.country towards the development, support, and awakening oi.

‘revolution in all countries, The value of this strategy lies not
only inits correct estimation of the motive forces of the world
revolution, but in its having foreseen and facilitated the sub-
: sequent process.of conversion of Soviet Russia into the central
. point of the revolutionary movement of the whole world.

: The subsequent development of the revolution in the whole
~.warld, as well as the five years of existence of the Soviet power
+in Russia, have fully confirmed the correctness of this strategic
-plan. . Facts like the following: that the counter-revolutionists,
.the S.R.’s ang the-Mensheviki, who once attempted to overthrow
-the Soviet power, are now banished inio exile, while the Soviet
. power. and the Communist International are becoming the most
: amportant instruments in the world policy -of the prolelariat—
.these are facts speakiniz with the utmost clarity for the correctness
of the strategic plan of the Bolsheviki.

The Bolsheviki and the Hegemony
of the Proletariat
: By G. Sinoviev.

shouuld we wish to express in a single phrase the essen-
tial character of Boischevism, and the réle played by it in the
histery of the Russian rcvclution,” we should say: it stands for
the Legemeny of the prolefariat. The real line of division between

“revolutionary Marxism and every description of ‘ popular”
policy, and later on the difference Petween the two curreits wiihin
_the so<called legal Marxism, between Bolshevism and Menshe-
vism, between * Pravdism” and ‘‘liqudatorism” lies in {his
‘quesiion of the hegemony of the proletariat. This has been the
undamental antagoniem from which have sprung all other
antagonisms. This has formed the actual knotty point of ail
. anfagonisms. The question of the hegemony of the proletariat
has be¢n the probiem of preblems.
: The present formula is: Democracy or dictatorship? But
the essential question asked in this formula is again solely, the
problem of the hegemony of the proletariat, it is nothing more
nor less than the reverse side of this problem.
. In the Russian revolution, the founders of the idea of the
he%emon of the proletariat were Plechanov and Lenin, The
“ glight” difference existing between Plechanov and Lenin lies
“only in the fact that Plechanov, who appeared earlier in the
. political arena than Lenin, was the first {o proclaim the idea of
the hegemony of the prolefariat in the Russian revolution, but
afterwards betra{ed this idea at the most important mom:nt in
Russia’s political history, while Lenin remained true to this
fundamental idea for 30 years, pursued it through all the difficult
stages of the Russian struggle for emancipation, and founded
a party which has realised the idea. .

At the Paris international congress of the 2nd Interna-
tional, held in 1889; Plechanov, then the undisputed leader of all
revolutionary Marxists in Russia and the infellectual ruler of the

. ‘then Madrxian 'intelligenzia, uttered the historical -truth: * The
Russian revolution conquers either as a revolution of the working
class; or it dees not conyuer at all.”

‘This was the shoriest and most clear-out formulation of the
idea of the hegemony of the proletariat. The present generation
‘of Bolsheviki, the working youth of today, may find this thesis
of Plechanov's a platilude. Is there any- conscious revolutionist
today who does not realize that it was only the working class
-whao could be the main power accomplishing the victorious Kussian
revolulion® But at the end of the eighties, Plechanov’s words
"were a discovery, not only for international socialism, but for the
‘Russian labor movement of that time. Plechanov ‘“ discovered ”
the working ‘class in Russia jusl as Marx and Engels “ disco-
- yered » the working ‘class in all the capitalist countries in Europe.
‘Puring the period precedirig the histérical declaration made by
‘Plechanov, the then revolutionary or rather the popularly inclined
‘InteHigenzid leant for support on the 'peorle ’, that s, on the
‘mn& For' these popularly inclined elemonfs the working
‘tlass' éxisted at best as arf aukiliary force, as"a group of the

pulation which might contribute to the victory over despotigr.
t was a very great concession when one of the greatest leaders

- most highly e\'oI\jedxstag

‘forces necded in’ the” struggle..

of the “ Na_rodnag'avolya” (The wilt of the people), Lev Ticho-
murov, admitted that even the working class was of great impor-
tance “ for the revolution ”. And Flechanov had to demonsirate
in defail that if this formula were to be made correct, it was
necessary to reverse it, o say that “ the revolution was of great
importance for the working class”.

In 1903 Plechariov was still faithful to the idea of the
hegemony of the preletariat; he betrayed it for the first time

_in 19C5, that is, precisely at the moment when the great revo-

lution approached, the revolution which served as a full dress

rehearsal for the events of the year 1917; precisely at the moment:

when the idea" of the hegemorny of the proletariat had (o pass
through the fiegy test of an actual revolution.

. The. discussion which arose at the 2. congress of our party
in 1903, on the ‘occasion of the drafting of the program, served

- to thoroughiy acquaipt all conscious workers with -this idea.

It was no other than Plechanov who settled accounis with the
fetish of ‘“ democracy”. The life of a parliament, universal
suffrage — all these depend on circumstances. If any parliament
(thus also any constitutionai assembly. G.S.) takes up a hostile
attitude to the interests of the working class, we should endeavor
te shorien its life, to send it fo the devil within two days if
possible, but not {o tolerate it for two years. Theoreticaily,
the case is ossible in which a victorious proletariat would deprive
its opponents of the franchise. Al this was said by none other
than Plechanov. And the abolition of capital punishment?
in the case of Nicholas the Bloody? What other punis!ment was
suitable here? Everything depends on the circumstances, on the
p'ace and {he hour. The interes{s of the revolution—this is the
supremie law. This declared Flechanov amidst the hisses of the
future Mensheviki. One parf of the congress applauded loudly,
while some delegates began {o hiss in foken of their disappro-
bation: **If such speeches can meet with approval at a social
democrafic congress, it is our duly to hiss”, declared these
delcgates. One of these latter was the Menshevist leader
Rosanov, whom the Soviet powgr in 1920 was obliged to sentence
for be'onging to the party of landawning courfer-revolution.

Lenin first formulated the idea of the hegemony of the
prolefariat in the Russ:an revolution, in 894. The comrades
who are engaged in the work of publishing comrade Lemn’s
comp’ete works, recently discovered a hithero unpublished and
magnificent work written by comrade Lenin‘in 1894. The ftitle
of this work is: ‘“ Who -are the friends of the people, and how
d they fight against the sdcial democrats?” It will appear
shortly, and will naturally be studied with the uimost care by
every th'nking worker. This work is in reply to articles by
N. K. Michailovsky and S. Kryvenko, published against the
Marxists at the end of 1893 and the beginning of 1894, in the
popu'ar periodical Russian Wealth. We give the following de-
failed ex(racts from this excellent work, which formulates the
idea of the hcgemony of the proletariat with classic clarity and
simrlicity.

“it is impossible for the worker not to sce that capital is
oppressing. him, that he has to struggle against the class of the
bourgeois’e. And this struggle, which he carries on for the
satisfaction of his most immediate economic needs, for the im-
provement of h’s material position, inevitably  becomes a fight
which is not directed against one person, but agpinst the class,
that same class which subjugales and opprosses the workers every+
where and in every respect, and not only in the factories and
vrrkshops. Thus -the factory worker is nething cise than the
advanced representative of the whole exploited population (the
ita'ics are mine. S.). And if he is {o act as such a represen-
tative in an organized and obstinate strugele, it is necessary that
he receives a s:mple enlightenment as to his posifion, an enligh-
tnment on the politico-economic constitution of the system which
0 sses him, an en''gntenment on the necess’iy »rt "ol
bility \0f-class antaeonism.” .

The btourgepitie is that class which opprisses ~urker
everywhere and in every respect, not only in the factories and
workshors. The wark'ng c'ass, the factory rroletariat, is noth'ng
else 1han"\be advanced represeniative of all the exp'ot~d, that
is, of the laxdirss peasant as well.  Therefore the work'ng class
must rlace ifse'f at the head of all the exrloited, that is. it mugt
underiate the \iegemony in the fight for emancination. Vladmir
Ilyitsch gives furiher a still more exact econemic subs‘antiation
o{the idea of the proletarian hegemony.. He writes:

“ This_rosition taken by the factory worker in thg coliec-
tive system of capifalist relations, renders him the sole champion
for the emancipation of the working class, for it is only the
e, of capital’sm, the great machine
¢ the ‘material conditions and’ social
Everywhere else, where, less
material ‘conditions are

indastry, which can’ crea

developed ‘ forms of c¢apitalism exist, these

not present: production is scattéred among thousands of small

i

But’
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- capital, on the other hand, ineviiabiy
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producers. The exploited are generally themselves owners of fdher went beyond fhe limits acceptable to the liberal bourgeoisie.
some small properly, and thus belong’ fo the same bourgeois Indeed, the whole * factics ” of the Mensheviki, during the first

they should struggle. This scattered and
individual exploitation binds the workers to one place, separates
them irom one another, and prevents them from perceiving their
ciass solidarity; it dees not enable them fo unite by causing them
1o realize that the cause of their subjection is not this or that
son, but the whole economic system. The concentration of
destroys every tie com-
necting the exploited to the old staie of society, i0 a definite place,
to a definite exploiter; it unites the qxploned, induces them 10
think, and creates the conditions rendering an organized struggle
sib'e ,
‘pos iie closes with the following:

“1f the advanced tatives (of wo :
aPpropriate {o themselves the idea of scientific spcialisut, the idea
of the historical role gf the Russian worker; if these ideas becomte
widely ‘spread, and stable workers’ organizations arise, which
convert the present scattered economic 3struggle of the worxers
inio a comscious class war, then the Russian worker, having raised
himself to the position of leader of all democratic elements, will

system against which

. overtarow absolutism and fead the Russian proletariat "(side by

“s.ae, with -the proletariat of all countries},

".as if they had

on the straight path of
open political struggle, to the victory of communist revolution.” *)

ihese words, written almost 30 years ago, sound to-day
just been written. His knowledge of Marxian

. ‘theory, his profound devotion to the working -class, and his

* the representafives of peasant socialism,

" views of the

_ 17an-a struggle for
- of the proletariat.

~ but still they both remained in one camp, so fo speak, in 1894

al genius, enabied comrade Lenin to make a prophetic

declaration 30 years ago. . ‘ .
“ In Russia the man of the future is the musjik—so thought
the Narodniki, in the
broadest sense of the word. The mao of the future in Russia
the sociai democrats. Thus in one
man-s~rip{ was formulated the standpoint of the Marxists.”

.n this short observation, the essence of the matter is tho-
rough.y gras In order to give expression fo the present
Isheviki, in order to exhausfively formulate the
<idea of the emony of the proietariaf, it is now necessary to
alter the formula as follows. * In Russia the man of the future
is -the -worker who carries ‘the muntry along with him.”

""", he whole history of Bolshevism is nothing more nor less
the realization of the idea of the hegemony
golshevism has always carried on the same

of the “ Friends' of the People” (1894),
until the present day. And during, the whole time the struggle
has been led by V. I, Lenin. “ Kornilov or Lenin”—this was
the title given fo a whole volume of his'* History of the Second
Russian Revolution ” by the mos!{ eminent leader of that party,
which fought against the hegemony of the proletariat and for the
hegémony of tie bourgeoisie in the revolution. We speak of
Milyukov; and he was right. The whole character of the year
1917, which decided the fate of Russia, could not have been more
briefly and clearly expressed than by these three words: “ Kor-
nilov or Lenin”. i ! i )

""" Those who really desired a hegemony of the proletariat
in the revolutionary movement, naturally desired the dictatorship
of the proletariat after the victory until the end of the fight.
In this respect Menshevism was not consistent. When the
movement was at its height during the second half of 1915, the
influence of prevailing ‘events led the Mensheviki occasionaliy to
acknowledge, in words, the necessity of the hegemony of the
working class during the fight ;fdinst despotism. But on one
point the Mensheviki never doubted for a minute—this was a fixed

tinciple—that tomorrow, after the victory, the working class
ﬁad to offer the power to the liberal bourgeoisie on a salver.
And why should it not? A revolulion can only be a bourgeois
revolution, that is, power has to belong‘ to the bourgeoisie, and
the working class must be content with buring its fingers in
fetching the chestnuts out of the fire for other people. The
famous five volumed Menshevist hislory of the revolution of 1905,
written by the main pillars of Menshevism affer the first defeat

is the worker—so say

fight, since the day

- of the revolution, is based on a clearly formulated * philosophy of

history . The revolution of the year 1905 was shattered because

the workers suddenly in{rodu the eight hour day, and alto-

*) In his “ Friends of the people” V. 1. Lenin draws in
many respects, a line of separation between himself and the
¢ Marxist” P. Struve (at that time still claiming the title),

even until the end of the nineties. The opposing poles of
this one ‘camp are best characterized on the one hand by
book “ Critical Remarks ” by Struve, and on the other hand by
the concluding words of the “ Friends of the ¥ given above.
“Let us learn from capitalism” propounds Siruve; “let us
lead the Russian proletariat to communist revolution ”—thus
Lenin. Two classes, fwo worlds. '

(of the working class)

,ship in the

the.

period of the February revolution of 1917, were based on this same
“ philosophy ”: You may take upon yourselves the whole burden’
of street and barricade fighting, you workers, but after the victory
you must immediately hand over the power into the hands of
Miliyukov and Gutschkov, for it is a bourgeois revolution . . .

The .idea of the hegemony of the proletariat during the
movement for emancipation, is the companion idea to a dictator-
ship of the proletariat during the transition period to the abolition
of the state. This. is the essence of revolutionary Marxism,
and therefore also of Bolshevism. It has been the destiny of ou=
party to carry this. great idea into practice. A great part of
the difficult road lies behind us. : .

Through all obstacles, through all the cross-roads and biind
alleys of the new economic policy we carry forward' the idea of
the emony of the proletariat; for the proletariat is the sole
class able to abolish capitalism and build up the socialist state
of society. -

The Moscow "blood verdict”
: By N. Ulan (Warsaw).

The whole press of Europe is possessed at the moment
with the wildest agitative activity agaimst Soviet justice. The
Pope, as supreme head of the Roman Catholic Church, protests;,
he is joined by Lord Curzon in the name of English diplomac{l;'
the Polish Sejm has passed am’ urgent resolution, and so forth,
because the Moscow Revolutionary Tribunal has sentenced
15 priests, including an archbishop and a prelate, to death or
imprisonment.

At one blow the humanitarianism of hysterical boturgeois
scribblers and of the diplomatists is aroused. The workers of
Europe are accustomed to the agitation nFainst Soviet Russia,
and understand how to estimate it properly.

What is the truth about the ‘ barbaric” verdict of the
workers’ tribunal? -

' It has been proved that Roman Catholic priests, Russian
citizens of Polish nationality, not only served as spies for Po-
land durinig the whole of the frightful civil war in Russia, but
that in 1918, at a time when there was no independent
Polish state, these God-fearing clericals, together with othee
White Guards, were preoccupied with a matter so “mundane”
as the conspiralive' preparation of an armed attack on the
Soviet Kower. :

nd in 1921, when millions of human beings wefe star-
ving in Russia in consequence of the frighiful elemental cata«
strophe, and the Sbviet government was obliged {o confiscafe
the treasiires of the church to alleviate the famine by the pur.
chase of corn, these “sheEherds of souls” called upon tmr
believin% sheep, who are Russian citizens, to resist the laws,
and to hinder the confiscation by force. ’

What government would leave unpunished such crimes
against the state?

Perhaps the national state of the defendants, the ‘ People’s
Republic of Poland ”, which sentences children from 14 to
16 years of age to years of imprisonment for unproved member-
Young ' Communist League; which keeps thousands
of workers in prison for years on the mere suspicion of
belonging to the C:P. of Poland; which delivers over interned
wonten (who were not even sentenced) to be massacred by its
executioners; which slays a Russian Red Cross mission, and
that— under a sotialist government (Moraczevski was prime
minister at that time)? answer is plain!

The Soviet government was obliged to pay some attention
to the worldly activity of these ‘soul-savers”, and a house
search brought to light an amount of unequivocally indictable
material fulhy sufficing for the most “ humane” court of justice
in"the world to artive at a similar verdict to that pronounced
in Moscow.

For the international proletariat, and in the first place
for the Polish proletariat struggling and bleeding under the
most difficult conditions, this Moscow verdict is an act of prole-
tarian solidarity; the condemned priests will probably not suffer
in the least—the ' Russian workers’ government is neither
bloodthirsty nor vengeful—it is most probable that they will be
exchan ed to Poland for some workers languishing in the
Pilsudski dungeon&; in Poland the glory of * martyrdom?”,
awaits them, and the lives of some_Polish revolutionists will be
saved ’ill'lh thlsbmanner. i )

us, by meauns of exchange, Hungarian revolutionists
have been saved from the Hg'tl‘n)y gsous, and . Lettish,
E_.ellt:%mn, Finnisl, Esthonian, and olisgl?'militants have been .

{ ' .
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. Por Poland, where ‘the keenest White Terror has raged
sifice the establishment of the ‘‘ independent republic”, where
the Communist Party has been driven round, where ver-
dicls are passed on the basis of the Tzarist Criminal Code,
where' the prisons are over-filled with workers, this exchange' of

tical prisoners by the proletarian state is an act of revolu-
ary self-defence.

Many leading Polish militants have been exchanged to
Russis—the last transport included the deputies Dombal and
Brand—, and from here they will return at the first call to their
dangerous posts in Poland; and Russia will save the lives of
many more. -

Thus, and not otherwise, will the Moscow ¢ blood |verdict ”
be judged by the whole class-conscious proletariat,

-« Labor Conflicis and iLe Process
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" the matter is submitted 10 thc higher court of ap

of Arbiiration in Russia.
By B. M. (Moscow).
Soviet legislation provides for a number of organs whose
duty it is to mfervene in conflicts arising from infringement
of ﬁie ‘workers' profection laws and of the collective agreements.
The supreme Jocal court of appeal, the peopie’s court, comprises
as a rule, the people’s judge and two assessors delegaied by the
workers and empioyees org
is mominated by the Soviet. He is not always chosen from {
working class; this office is frequently filled {‘ person
1rtinin§:=s Labor disputes are also seitled by this people’s court.
ides the people's court of justice, there is also a board
of arbitraiion for ihe settlement of labor conflicts; on this board
both sides are equally ted. Its chief duty is to decide
in cases of infringement or conclusion of collective agreements.
The board of arbitration endeavors to settle conflicts on lines
of mutual arrangement. Should no arrangement be come to,
1, the court
of arbitration, whose verdict is legally binding. Should conflicts
arise in state undertakings, the union possesses the right of
taking over the office of court of arbitration. A commission

s of legal

~ subordinate to the board of arbitration examines the question in

dispute, sees that the terms of the collective agreements are
observed and at the same time intervenes when conflicts arise in
the separate undertakings. On this commission also the parties
are equally resented.

trade unions are giverr the widest possible opportunity
of action in the interests of the working class. The significance
and influence of the court of arbitration is illustrated by the
following example: A conflict arose in the military workshops
of the- metal faclory at Kostroma. The works management
attempted to reduce wages on the occasion of a prolongation of
the collective ment. The management proposed a rise of
onlé 10%, while the metal workers union of this district demanded
20%. The maiter was laid before the court of arbitration for
decision:  the court raised the rate of wages by 25%. The
management was obliged to submit to this verdict.

In the period from January to September 1922, the metal
workers’ union was able to obtain decisions in 710 conflicts in
24 districts, participated in by 47,219 persons.

‘Between January and September 1922 the metal workers’
union recorded fifty mine strikes with a total number of 32,622
participators. Of these 83% were short strikes (up fo 5 days),
etrikes of medium duration (5 to 20 days) 13%, and strikes of
huﬁ;rddunton (over 20 days) 4%. In al
conducted strikes during this period. 59.1% of the sirikes ended
with posilive results for the workers. In 8 cases the strike dag;s
were fully paid. Thanks to the general rise of real wages, the
strike movement among the metal workers decreased considerably
.during the last months of the year 1922.

| + E.C.C.L

The Blood Bath in Essen.
To the Workers of all Countries!

In Essen, workers’ blood has flowed in broad sireams.
Eleven workers, with the communist Zander at their head, fell
dead in the courtyard of Krupp’s faciory, and some dozens of
v | have been counted. ‘French militarism after committing
numerous deeds of violence and cruelty, has bégun to illuminate
the import and significance of the Ruﬁvr occupation to the world
proletariat by the fire of machine guns.

After the occupation of the Ruhr area, the French generals
endeavored fo convince the working masses of the Ruhr that their
 measures were only directed against German capitalists. The

~ {
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anized in {rade unmions. The judge.

. of their souls the gentlemen of the fi

36 underfakings '

French military authorities att h their a
awaken in the workers the m would s w
resistance if ihe workers were to take the production into their
own hands, provided the shop stewards would rantee, the
fulfilment of the obligations undertaken by .the g:-mm bour-
geoisie at Versailles. But French militarism has been speedly
obliged to unmask. The working masses of the Ruhr area, after
havimg fought for years agains: the rule of the bayonets of the
German ife Guards, protesied with equal energy against the
occupation of the factories and works by the troops of Freuch
imperialism, and against the disorganization of ecanomic life
caused by the oocupation. And now the dead bodles of German
workers lie there as witness that the bullets of French militarism
do not threaten the owners of the undertakings, do not threaten
the manufacturers, but the German workers. It is true that the
French soldiers did not know what they were doing. They had
been commanded to go to the Krup‘p factory for the purpose of
1smonmg motor-cars; suddenly they found themselves
sufrounded by a multitude- of workers numbering thousands,
who had laid down their work at the call of the factory sirens;
and feeling themselves powerless against this multitude, and
fearing it, they opened machine gun fire against the workers.

"+ _The German bourgeois press is now shedding tears aver
the victims of French imperialism. But these are crocodile’s tears.
This is the came German bourgeois press which approved the
merciless shooting down of the workers of the Ruhr valley, when
they ventured {o raise a hand against the rule of German capital.
It is the press of that same bourgeoisie which will call French
weapons to its aid the moment that the German workers rise
against its rule, and will endeavor {o crush {he German revolu-
tion with the aid of Poincari. At the bottom of its soul the
German bourgeoisie rejoices at the bl bath. At the botiom
] | of Krupp rejoice that
French soldiers have shot German workers. It is they who have
provoked the blood bath, for they have created the situation
which was bound to lead to bloodshed. : '

The German bourgeoisie hopes that the bloody misdeed of -
French imperialism will disiract {he attention and anger of the
German workers from the insolence of the German capitalists,
who earned milliards during the war, concealed their enormous
ﬁgst-\yar gains from the faxation authorities, and have now

ppily succeeded in bringing about fresh war in the Ruhr area,
enabling them {o win further millions by criminal
necessities of life for the masses of the sle. The German
nationalist bourgeoisie, which thrusis all the burdens and
sacrifices involved in its siruggle with French imperialism onto
the shoulders of the German workers, can be faced with no
g‘reater danger than that the German prolearian. recognizes- as

is enemy not only French imperialism, not only Poincaré, but

also German capitalism, and the Cuno government.” The natio-
nalist agitation carried on by the German bourgeoisie is a pjece
of bluff; it is certain that the bourgeoisie will continue to try {0
come to an understanding, and should a section of the working
class, seduced by the nationalist phrases of the bourgeoisie, be
induced to fight on its side, the bourgeoisie will not hesitate to
stab such helpers in the back.

The work done b{ the proletarian vanguargs, and by the
commun st party, has alreadv onened the eyes of broad masses
of the German rroletariat. Hand in hand with the French comi-
munists, and with the revolutionary trade unions of France, the
German communist party and the revolutionary shop stewards
have shown the workers of the Ruhr area that they do not stand
alone, that the French workers are hastening fo their aid. The
agitation carried on by the international communists amon the
occupation troops has been as much hated by the German r-
geoisie as by the French generals Poincaré and Cuno both began
fo fear that the French and German proletariats would advance
in one united front, afaiust the international iren and coal
kings, before they could succeed in defeating the German and
French working classes singly, and in coming {0 a-mutual agree-
ment at the their expense. The bloody events in Essen are
highly welcome to Poincaté and to Cuno alike. It is their object
to incite the workers of the Ruhr basin and the Fremnch soldiers
against one another, to prevent the fraternizationof the French
and German viclims of international capital.

Workers of France! You must destroy this calculation
being made by French imperialism. You must make mighty-
demonstrations all over the country against this rule of the
French bayonet over' German workers, and show by this protest
that you are mot willing {o tolerate the misceeds of the rench
bourgeois government. The blood of the workers who have fallen
p the bullets of French soldiers in Essen must not part the

rench proletariat from the German. On the contrary! The.
blood of the proletarians murdered in the Rubr vallev must weld
us together into one single: fighting army. '

usury in the

make no
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Workers of Germa workers of the Ruhr areale! You
tuow very well how youlr‘;:"us( Hrustrate the calculations - of 'the
German capitalists who are driving you outo the bayonets of the
French soldiers. Now, more than lever, you must prove to the
French soldiers that you see in {hem the victims of French
capitalism, - taking the part of executioners of the German
working class against their own will. Now, more than ever,
you wiﬁ indignantly reject the appeal of the German capitalists,
that you join with them to form a nationalist nnited front. ' By
fratermizing with the French soldiers you will create the united
revolutionary fighting front against international capitalism.
: Workers of France!l Forth fo street demonstrations
agains( the bloody regime of Generat Degoutte in the Ruhr basin!
Into the sireets of Paris with the slogan: “Down with the Rubr
occupation! Long live the peace: with the German worklng
masses”! NP )
Workers of Germany! ' Into ' the streets against the

attempt' being made by the German nationalists fo cast you
unarmed onto the French bayonets! Fraternize with the French
soldiers' Prove-fo them that {ou \are the enemies of German
capital, and that you remain the brothers of the Freach workers
and peasants, evén when French capital sends them as docite
“1etruments inlo the Ruhr area. | - N
' Long-live the union of the ‘French and German proletariat!

- Dowe with French imperialism! Down with German
‘capitall | i

_ Executive Committee of the Communist International.
. Execufive Bureau of the Red International of Labor Unions.

- THE CLASS STRUGGLE

. American Demoecracy on Trial
: By C. E. Ruthenberg.

: ., The boasted * American Deinocracy " in on (rial in the
* liitle town of Saint Joseph in the State of Michigan, where
thirty:iwo Communists are facing a court because of their ad-
vocacy, of Communist principles. ]
_ The Communist Parly of Arfierica aiter a few months of
open existence following its organization in September, 1019, was
, driven underground by a terrigic onslaught by the government at
' the beéginning of 1920. In, this attack some 6,000 members of the
party were arrested and held for depoftation and under indict-
aments. involving long prison sentences. Only recently Assistant
Secretary ;of Labor, Post, under whose jurisdiction l{Ie deporta-
iions. were carried oui, admitted that the arrests of 1020 were
largely illegal and that only a few hundred of the 6,000 arrested
were actually deported. A
. In. August of 1922 the coavention of the underground party
was discovered by the police. The convention officers, however,
received warning of the impending raid and before the police
arrived all but 17 out of the 75 delegates had left the premices.
The 17 were arrested and charged with violation of the “ criminal
syndicalist " law of the State of Michigan. This law forbids the
 advocacy of sabotage, crime, violence or unlawful methods of
_terrorism as a means of achieving political or industrial reforms.
Later five others who attended the convention were arrested.
. Among these was William Z.. Fostor, head of the Trade Union
.~ 'Educational League, the American branch of the Red Inter-
national of Labor Unions. Because of his influence in the or-
gaunized labor movement the prosecution decided to put Fostor on
trial first, each defendant being entitled to a seperate trial.
) The Communists are now fighting for the right to work in
the open in -the United Statesi At the last convention
of the Workers’ Party a clear-cut Communist program was
adopted and fraternal affiliation with the Communist International
was announced. The Workers’ Party is- now the Communist
Party in everything but name, that change being referred to a
later date. It was decided by the Central Executive Comnittee
of the Workers' Party, to make tfle trial in the ichigan case
part of the struggle for-an open existence of the party, by a bold
announ teot Communist principles during the trial, and the
Henial }l;:; lhoie rinciples are criminal.
: trial of William Z. Fostor opened at Saint - Josephs on
March 12th. Sajnt Josephs is a city of about 8,000 ii'xhabgtants,
situated in a fruit-growing couatry on the banks of Lake
Michigan. It is a sleepy country fown, far removed from the
atmosphere of the great cities and; their highly indusirialized
population. Here, before -an.audience and jury of farmers, fruit
growers, ?etty tradesmen and officials, ist science, its
analysis of capitalist society and ils tactics in the class- struggle
must come up for trial. OO I .

of its

“trial “commenced. .

.was ‘given.
- previously it was

p g - s = o

The party made its initial move in the trial, by sending ten
Ieaderp:,;"&ho had aftended the conveation buf had escaped
arrest, fo give themselves up to the authorities a day before.the
¢ At the same time_a stalemeat was issued
that the Communists would fight for their right to an open.ad-
vocacy of their principles, and the opem existence of the parly,
and declaring the contidence of the party in the workers coming
to its support in such masses that the government would no

-

longer dare to. put Commurists in prison. This bold step took -

the government prosecutors off their feet and strengthened the
party so much'that not one of the ten who surrendered was im-
prisoried, but all were left free until bail for their appearance
This bail was fixed at $1,000 each, whereas

€5,000 and in some cases $10,000. ek

* Under American law, the attorneys for the prosecution and
the defense are permitted to question the prospective jurors as
to -their views &n social and economic questions, ¢
out whether they have prejudices which would make them unfair
as jurors.- The questions asked by the prosecutors and the
attorney for the defense indicate that the trial is not a prosecu-
tion for crime, but a clash between the Communist and capitalist
view @f society. The questions clearly show the class lines m
the ‘trial. 3 : :

Some of the questions asked .by the prosecufors were:
Do you believe in the private ownership of property? Do you
believe that the government should protect the accumulated sur-
pluses of private propérty held by individuals? Are you in favor
of a Soviet form of government? Do you believe that the govera-
ment in this country should be overthrown by violence and a
Dictatorship of the Proletariat established?

In contrast to these questions Frank T. Walsh, the noted
American lawyer, who is conducting the defense for the Com-
munists, read. the following paragr from the Declaration of
}pdependence, adopted in 1776 when the Colonists rebelled against
“ngland:' ;

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, -that they are endowed by their Creator with
cerfain inalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberly
and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights,
Governmen{s are instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from| the cousent of the governed. That whenever any
Form of Government becomes desiructive of these ends, it is the

in order to findgy-

Right of the People to alter or abolish it, and to mstitufe new

Government, laying its foundation on such principles and or-
ganizing its power in such form, as to them shall seem most
ikely to effect their Safely and Happiness.”

He then asked, * Do you believe in the fundameatal right
of revolution stated in this Declaration? "

Another questioned asked of the jurors read: = .

“Would "you be prejudiced against the defendant if it
;1Rpcared in the evidence that he believed that no great social
changes have been achieved in past history without a resort to
force, and that it was his belief that when a majority of the
workers and farmers of the United States demand a change
which will abolish the private ownership of the industries of
hation by the capitalists, even though they are in a majority, this
change will not be achieved without resort to force, because the
capitalists will not give up their privilege without a struggle,
although the defendant does not advocate force or violence now? "

A question along the same line, asked by the attorney for
lhe defense was: _

“You know that in Hungary the Communists gained
power without“any vialence, the Karoly government surrenderiag
{o the Soviets there in 1919, but later the aristocracy and the
capitalists, with the help of the Roumanian army, made war on
the Soviets and overthrew them, and in Finland the Socialists
elected a clear inajority to parliament, but their government was
later overthrown by the capitalists by force of arms, and in this
country the Socialists elected members to the New York legis-
lature 'who were expelled by their political o ents.
these things, would you be J)reju'diced against
if it appeared that he and the Communists generally said that
the struggle of. the workers and farmers against the capitalist
systemt would not be won without force, altough they did not

Kuowing
illiam Z. Fcstor .

advocate any acts of violence at_this time, but merely made ‘the

historical forecast that force would be necessary?”

The prospective jurors were also questioned as to whether

they knew whaf the Communist International was, how it was,

organized and the principles which it supported. , /

At the time this artidle is written the jury has been selected
and the actual trial has begun. The jury consists of nine farmers,
ore small tudesqnn; one gate lender for a railroad and 'one

woiman, a housewife, A )
The trial m%ell ym be described in a later arﬁdc_. _

Peiated by FriedrichstadiDruckerei G.m.b. H, Berim SW.48
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