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ppon the policeman, If the metal workers sirike, and the rail-
waymen act in aolidarig;v with them, will you blame the rail-
waymen on that account Would you agree, that a Commune in
Paris, which is victorious, may allow a Eommunc of Lyons to be

buichered? This would indeed be monstrous would it
not? But what you have just acknowledged, is the ri ht, nay,
it is even the dufy of Red Intervention. The Russian Comupune

cannot permit that the younﬂ German Revolution be strangled,
if it one day flies its red flags in the face of the Senegalese
of Gaurod and Mangin. '

The pity is only, that, the qraclicc is not quite so simple
as the theosy. In practice, Red Intervention may follow under
altered circumstances, A workers’ government,” which is not
yet Communist and not yet revolutionary, may invoke it and
thereby seal its cwn fate.” Bourgeois governments, in the heat
of {heir mutual rivalries, may subsidize it and thus commit
suicide. What, however, stands beyond all doubt, is that armed
revolutionists have not the right fo look on, while their &r:le-
tarian brothers in the neighbouring lands are being murdered.

1 understand. But it is not pleasant, that we have again
to prepare for war, even if it is only against the war.

Certainay, it is w&unt. But neither is the old bour-
geois soci ﬁwh- upon its barracks, upou its institu-
tions of stuMification, the church and the school, upon its prisons,
urou its brothels, upon its 'ldlovn, upon its b towns full
of misery and consumption. If, however, we do not wage the revo-
lutionary war in our own interesf, lomorrow, this same bou‘l)'geou
wd@tywi\lconpelmnlltopuish.inorderthtthemr bbers
of lugh finance, who today rule the world, may grow still richer.

OUR PROBLEMS

The Proletarian Film
By E. Hoernle (Moscow).

The cinema is a child of modern technics. Within a very
brief period is has won a leading place among the ideological
weapous of the bourgeoisie. The film possesses the suggestive
ower of the theaire, without requiring its costly apparatus. It

s an advaniage over the theatre, in inf capable of unlimited
and comparatively cheap multiplication. It is thus not without
reason that the cinema has been named the “poor man’s theatre”.
And above all the cinema possesses, in common with the church
and the iheatre, the quality enabling it to gather the masses
together, and 1o exercise mass suggestion,

The revolutionary proletariat has long since recoguized
the dangers of the film as dominaied by the bourgeoisie. We
are periectly agreed, theoretically, that it does not suffice to
mere 0{ criticize the bourgeois film, and to combat its most
2rOY

ing forms; it is imperative that the reactionary bourgeois -

ilm be opposed 2{ the revolutionary proletarian film. The
suggestive power of the film must serve the of revoléi-
wonrry prepagands, precisely as it has 1o served the
purgoses of reactionary propaganda, Why has the revolutionary
pro.etariat, even in Soviet Russia, the land of proletarian dicta-
torsaip, done so very little towards obtainin?g control of this
means of mental domination over the millions

Uatil the fighting proletariat has won complete power, it
can only obtain conirol of the film in exceptional cases. The
technical manufacture of the film requires e capital. The
film industiy is at the present time in the hands of a small number
of power.wul and well organized capitalist ies. Even before
conquering complete power, the class conscious proletariat may
save its pence here and there and call into existence this or that
film oi a proletarian iendency, but it cannot m

i representing its world of ideas, its
m'ﬁe L film is the core
ce, and is the. sole film capable

.

of mass propaﬁanda. We must therefore nol content ourselves

with the line hitherto pursued, the filming of demonstrations,
congresses, Red Army parades, sporl performances, etc., or with
more or less successful representations out of the lives of revo-
lutionary workers, of their Soviets, their factories, their children’s
homes,—we must systematically carry our efforts into every
sphere of film art, must enter into competition with bourgeois film
undertakings, and substitute the reactionary film drama by the
revolutionary dramatic film.

With the proletarian film drama as a central piece, other
films of a more real character can be grouped around it, as s
already done in the case of the bourgeois film. Films informing
the spectators on the economic, social, scientific, political, ar
military events occuring throughout the world. Our revolutio-
nary informatory films will differ from the bourgeois infor-
mafory films, in openly refusing to wear the mask of parly
political or world philosophical neutrality, and in represenling
all events from the standpoint of the revolutionary proletariat.

imately, we may accompany the presentation of our in-
atory films by short explanations from a comununist
propagandist.

For purposes of educational ®erk in a narrower seust,
we shiail create the proletarian instructive film. The bourgeoisie
utilizes the instructive film 1o a wide exient at.the present time.
Even in the elementary schools, for which the worst icsefeneully
good enough, the instructive film has been introduced, for its
suggestive power has been recognized.

We revolulionar{ proletarians shall devole special allen-
tion to the economic film. The economic instructive films made
by bourgeois companies, for bourgeois schools and instructive
institutions, are useless for our pur| All they show is the
externals of up-to-date technics and of up-to-date giant under-
takings; they say nothing of the real working process, of the
muer organization of the factory, of the class ruggle goinf on

tween workers and employers in every capifalist underta h:ge.

or us, the economic film will be a means of making
spectators at once familiar with the actual working process, and
with the organization of the work, the constant struggle bet-
ween capital and labor.

We must not forget the comic film! The comic is an im-

rtant medium of suggestive influence. The masses want to
augh. Laughter is equally valuable as a means of releasing
tension as weeping It is frue that during the period of acutest
class war, of civil war, and of extremest tension, our laughter
will be laughter of a very special character, a bitter-sweet
laugh, a fighting laugh, It will not be humor which is contained
in our films—humor is a specifically petty-bourgeois phenome-
non—but satire, ridicule, irony, and the merriment of the
conscious victor. The worker must learn to laugh at his enemies,
at the short-sightedness and narrow-mindedness of his exploiters,
at his own mistakes. The working masses of today are lacki
the confident consciousness of victory. And this is pos
in the highest degree by the ruling class. But the working
class must prepare to become a ruling class. The proletarian
film must bring laughter onto the side of the revolutionisls, must
use laughier systematically as a revolutionizing mediuni. We
shall also apply to the film the art of revolutionary caricature,
which we have hitherto only employed for posters and news-
papers.

" In conclusion, a few remarks on the relations between art
and the proletarian cinema. So far, we have intentionally omitted
lo mention the word “art” in connection with “cinema”. ~At the

t juncture, it is of secondary importance to discuss whether
it is really rowhle for the cinematagraph to be art. For ftie
proletarian fi!m this is not the question of the moment; the

oletarian film is to
tis to be filled with warm breath of proletarian revoluti
it is to manifest the great ideas and aims of revolution b:
as the cinema has at its disposal. And if it fulfils this
and vital emergy, then it is not art, even if our
directors, and aclors take part in its production.

mgt:ma. not oaly l!'

suggestive in effect, true to life, stri ing.

means
object—then it is art. If it remains lame, if it no go .
ject m possesses s
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Soviet Russia’'s Reply to England >

The Soviet government has not availed itself of the 10
days respite granted b{ the English slave holder Lord Curzon.
On the 11th of May it handed to the English represeniative a
note which will take its place among the archives of honor in the
history of the proletarian struggle.

While the Russian proletariat springs forward, as thou
stung by a whip, at the news of the English note and of
murder "of comrade Vorovsky, the Soviet government remains
calmly and studhst‘lgeat its post, the advocale of ruce. not only
for Russia, but for whole world. It makes a last attempt {o
preserve peace. It releases the English ships which were rightly
confiscated; it declares itself ready to pay compensation to
Englishmen for arrests, if the En lish government will also
compensate those Russian citizens which it has kept imprisoned
for years without trial. It practically cancels the note in which
it nﬂied to England’s interference in Russian internal affairs,
and in which Lord Curzon was glilven the answer he deserved.

It accords every consideration to English vanity, and es that
it is superior to all the peity anxiety as to li'g:byvdudllhe
ernments are influenced. at same

crea against iet republics, every reason
lorlunn:lﬂ‘mpo -mumw'&f:mm
:mﬁﬁmﬁuw&&e‘m’hm‘m?a %
::hdu Tomdmwhhbynmp:c

way fo settle disputes different states. And in
mnhgnt&enyhmﬂu dlﬁmdhhso:a

Thus the note from the Soviet t. Aand
. begins government

£

Eround. Without denying that, during the fast few years, a
rge number of states have aclually fallen into a siate of com-
gletg or partial dependence upon tue Ent~: ‘e countries, the
oviet government regards it as its duty {o declare that the
Soviet republics are not dejxendent on the will of any foreign
government, and cannot and will not be so dcpcuden{. If the
ruling classes of England would recognize this fact, the chief
obstacle preventing the restoration of normal aceful relations,
such as are in the interest of both states, would be removed, ”
The Soviet government declares to the most powerful state
in Europe: Flourish your whip over the capitalist countries
which you have conquered, whose bourgeoisies cower before you.
But we, the first prolefarian state, we do not cower before your
whip, however much we may desire peace. We are anxious for
peace, and therefore we make concessions, and do not rattle our
sabres, but if you lords of the world’s capital imagine that yow
can fasten your yoke upon our shoulders, then just come and try it!
Thus speaks a proletariat, which has emancipated itself from its
own bourgeoisie, to the victorious bourgeoisie of the world.
The Soviet government does not deny that great differences
exist between Soviet policy and English capitalist policy in the
Orient. How could it be otherwise? The Soviet ernment
seeks, in all friendship and disinterestedness, to aid the awaken-
ing peasant peoples of the East in their struggle against their
own and foreign exploiters. England is the slave-owner of the
East. Soviet has none the less declared herself ready e
discuss land’s definite complaints, to attempt to avoid col
uetllipiuheundcﬁnitd’to English im-
ou can force us {o adopt yonrapollq.

W SR
o Pty R RO O,

(i

)

.



FRTEENERT . R LT

# i - Yo
s International Press Correspondence lb. 19 w luternational Press Correspondence ™
1i the decision on the will of {he Engli - ; Ee blic is not 10 pursue a ¢y of its own with regard fo the readiness o fake i international ference
e English land 5. That the Russian Government sent no protest note with -y but that it I:l‘ust eveﬂhyere support En, li:hg strivings.  matter, and to ouhmlp(.t‘o ‘i‘l‘l ::l:umu‘.u 'ﬂ?n&n above mlhu m

owners and capitalisis, then all hope might be abandoned at once. regard fo_the violation of the Anglo-Russi i
But one hope still remains, :ndorgt is, that the English prole- 1o be attributed to a lack of adequagtc ukri“ﬁ grg:g::‘u:t‘i:ﬂ:“
tariat confronted the plain question of: Peace or war, will re- such a protest, but to the hope still held by the Russian 015
collect the frightful experiences of the great war, and will put a  vernment that a mutual understanding can beh?ea%wd on all
check on Junkers ruling in Downing Street. 1f the contested and unsolved questions. ﬁle Russian  Government,
English ‘prolellrml does not do this, it will mean that the however, finds itself obliged to mention that it is in possession of
words of that English labor paper, which has compared the numerous statements and documents relating to an extremel

En lish ultimatum to Russia fo the Ausiriap ultimatum of 1014  intemse activity on’the part of the Government of Great Britai:
will be fulfilled, And to this we add: then it is will be the against the interests af the Soviet Government in the Caucasu

business of the infernational proletariat to see that the criminals  and especially in districtlying on the frontier of that partof th'c’
of Downing Street meet with the same end as the criminals of  Soviet Republics situated o Asia Migor:—to support lent to

Soviet Government never underfook any su eng:gement; already stafes that the affair of the arresied fishing boat *James
pp fo the present there has been no agreement made between it Johnson” has been passed on {o the Supreme Court, and that the
pnd Great Britain on this point. The maintenance and develop-  verdict of the Murman court of justice has annulfed the arrest
t of friendly relations with the peoples of the East, based on a of the captain and the confiscation of the vessel. The fishing
cere respect for the rights and interests of these peoples, is boats had penetrated into the territorial waters, violating the
something which the Soviet Government caunol regard as 4 laws of the couniry. DBut despite this fact the Russian Govemn-
yiolation of the Anglo-Russian agreement. 1f the F_ngélsh.()overu‘ ment, wishing fo avoid increased friction, has takea ste enabling
ment considers such a policy to be thoroughly anti- rilish, then  all British fishing boats, even the “Lord Aster” held up a few
the misundersiandings which have arisen are fully comprehen- days ago within the four mile zone, to be regarded as lIree. It
sible. 1t is fo be regretied {hat the Government of Great Britain  caunot however hold itself responsible for the fishing boat which
fnvariably omits to specify its demands from the Soviet Republic ~ sank in consequence of a storm, together with the Russian guar

the Austrian foreign office. the Baschmakian bandit movement in Turkesia J
A oy sian and East : S : 1ol ;
Bukhara; . : " with respect to Eastern policy, and that it left unanswered the note  The Russian Government is willing to place the question of the
The Wordil‘lﬂ O' the note euerals btyo Efgﬁ’:ﬁ"%'é,,ﬁ.‘,}:“ &M“',?bl‘:g :{?(.:r’sv:f::;e Gt‘h’."d sent by the Russian Government on the 27th of Sepl. 1921, pro- loss of the fishing boat thus cau befm")el a boardqoi arbitration.
Mescow, May 11, 1923 them to Viadivosiok when the town was oecupied by th {5'.',. ng sing a friendly conference on the ways and means to be adopted 13. Although the question of the position of the Church
Mr. Hodgson. ' When the Soviet Government now points oyt the 'V‘ f.c. e or removing the possibility of further similar misunderstandings.  in the Soviet Republics has nothing whatever to do with the rela-
r ogt these facts, it is Even whe a fayorable opportunity offered for such a couference, tions of these republics to Great Britain, the Soviet Russian

Desr Sir, not with the intention of employing them asindietment material

In reply fo the memorandum which you sent me on the against the Government of Great Britain, but with the infention
gth inst. I take the liberty of requesting you o inform your of proving that, being anxious 1 mainfain friendly relations
g e B i A y with Great Britain and to provoke no conflicis, the Soviet Go-

1. Although the increasing reaction in Furope against the vormment does mnt eonsider i possibe fo, btat e prowsts va
working class in recent mouths, which is inevitably accompanied b the statements of informers and on accidenta! documents, the
increased enmity against the Soviet republics, gave every reasoty: reliability of which is invariably doubtful in such cases.  All
for fearing that sieps w ol ‘aga'msl. B anches’ aad governments have such material at their disposal, and should

rob a5 “n"““lc“’ in its sharpness amd hostility, this be employed rot merely for purposes of information, but for

at the time of the sole meeting of the leaders of the foreign offices  Government holds it to be necessary, in the interesis of the
of both countries at Lausanne, Lord Curzon coufined himself to  correct information of the public, to deny categorically the asser-
the repetition of general reproaches. and refrained from ex- tions that there is any reﬁgious persecution in Russia, Soviet
plaining and discussing these. . . justice is applied solely to those clerics who misuse their position

9, The Government of Great Britain has beld is lo be ne:  as servants of the Church for purposes of activity against the
cessary fo refer in ifs memorandum to the activity of the Third jjternal or external security of lge aviel Republics. The Soviet
International, despite the frequent declarations made by the Government is ready to acknowledge the unaccustomed tone of
Soviel Government, that it canuot by any means be identified with My, Weinstein's first note. It is mevertheless necessary {o re-
the Third International. This question having been frequeutly  collect the indignation and excitement called forth among the

he ulti i “ngli : bringing about conilicts and as a fo i0 -oles e o . ; : ¢ C
mrpril:u l'l}l;‘ uts‘:uc:mlg“(‘h eml‘ijng‘:ls‘::m%ovi:rugleutn l:;m“ zr'e;:el frimﬁny" relatiors could exist between ual:g'altx::) i‘t’:tcl: t:?\:nlxsv:-v;‘: gebated, the §°”?t ‘G.ove‘rnm‘enl py Ewt inclined {o relurn lo it, &8  working and peasant population of Russia by the attempt, made e
Tright way fo settle disput . y Mo means & Thilerianioly _—_— : s * little as it occupies itseif with debates on the declarations and by a neighbouring country, fo interfere in this internal affair of 1S
cu% 4 ¥10t o e ‘pu s among difierent states. And in any s n ”m-”-“ll“)’ the Government of Great Britain has actions of those political parties and other political orgaunizations,  Soviet Russia’s, for the purpose of utitizing the trial of the i
chip ¥ $ e way to altain desirable relations with the Soviet "'5"}“1“”,1".‘”‘ le to make use of such doubtful ma‘erial members of which are in the Enolish Goverument. As {o the  Catholic prelates for agressive litical action. The excitement &
P .f"."‘ s _ ilxg,ams} the Soviet government in an official exchange of notes, reference to the participation of the People’s Commissar for  aroused must be known to the ritish Mission. The British re- *
con:ide?aﬁone meu?man‘hfep\;bhﬁ has by no means left out of “’ﬂlux:(l‘)‘be‘l‘l'lﬂll‘l!()‘llt‘d that the Foreign Office, as early as the Finance, M. Sokolnikoy, in one of the financial commissions of  presentative, Mr. Hodgson, tried fo negotiate privately on this iy
STyt £ cactl de" of all the great powers, Great Britain ear 1921, stfz‘rnely 5 months alter the conclusion of the Anglo- the Third International, which is alleged to have subsidized com-  matter with the represeniative of the People’s Commissary, #e
s B riedow?llll:cg an 'a{gre_:memf even though provisional ussian agr_mnm’n, published a lengthy memorandum contain. munist rart;cs. the Soviet Government declares this report to be  Mr. Litvinov, and received from him the categoric reply that he f‘
o tlk': thi; cil oviet Russia. The Russian Government i, ]'acmsa_uons agamnst the Russian Government, and based untrue from beginning to end, and ihat the English Government  did not think it pessible to negofiate with Mr. Hodgson on this
rcumstance into consideration in its relations SU'¢ly on infopmation of the above character. The -Russian has in this case again been misled by malicious ipformers. subject either officially or unofficially. Mr. Hodgson should A

10. As to the guestion of so-called propaganda, the Soviel  have been able to judge from this what attitude would be taken
Government is able to state with much satisfaction that in this by the Soviet Government fowards an official step on his part,
case the Englih Government has not brought up any concrete  and it is to be regretied that he did not take this circumsiance
accusation of propaganda in Great Brifain itself, a ﬂ\(()ugh of inio consideration, but held it to be possible fo send off his note,

c

with Gireat Britain, as well as in its negotiations with other coun. ~ Government at that time succe ' OV iti

' ! : n- e ime succeeded in proving that the British
tries, although at the same time fully aware that this agreement Government had been misled by prejudiced, ‘i‘rrcSpOusib]c, and
was not only advaniageous 10 one party, but that Greal Brifain Malicious information, and was able to point out the dark
derived both political and economic advantages from the agree. Sources from which the apocrypha (false documents) compromis.

ment, and that the establishment of peaceful relations towards ing the Russian Goverument had been brou “ngli ' i i sumnissari i i -
 Bonr ‘ ? . IOV ie ght to the Governs recent months the English press has been severely aftacking the  which was regarded by the Commssariat for Foreign Affairs as .
‘a'::ed btg:.e:ese’p“‘t,’llcs ‘w the M‘.‘S_' essential factor for the peace ment of (;rcu} Britain. The Government of Great Britain obe Soviet Covernment on account of the propaganda which it is a direct chal{‘enge. ien Mr. Weinstein referredzlo the Irish ?
g ool qlljwn 3' economic well-being in all the countries v:l:nugcs the possibility of a rejection of that new material upon alleged to be carrying on by means of its commercial delegates  Republic in his note, his intention was 1o make it clear how very {
dgniﬁu':& & tbeyl _etl"-'h:! lao-oue who contests the emormous a ch it bases its new indictments, and thus deprives the Russian and other representatives. inconvenient it is for both parties when {here is interference in 7
R o e Eui:"o that :s:gn_ raw m;::enals have again m‘:‘V‘:li':‘l:&cm t(l)xf the possibility of analysing in defail the facts 11. The Gover: ment of Oreat Britain substantiates the ne- internal affairs, and that an inferference in the Cieplak affair %
Bagun, Ay export baml mdl’ s; and, though bui recently -t Wk Itll:e e memorandum. As the Russian Government does cessity of {he ultimatum to the Soviet Government, and the threat would be regarded in Russia in precisely the same light as Rus- g
po s already assumed considerable dimen- Wis| interpretation -put on its silence to be that it re of a rupture of relations, by pointing out cas:s of the violation of sian interference in the lrish question would have been regarded ¢

the interesis of British subjects by the Russian Government. To in Great Britain. It must be remembered that, with the exception
this the Soviet government can only reply that the English  of the above mentioned neighbour and Great Britain, no other
Government, apart from the fishing boats. to which we refer lafer, overnment made any officiai application to Russia in this affair,
is not able o adguce a single fact as fo the violation of the inter- In the light of these circumstances the unusual fone of Mr. Wein-
ests of British ubjects during the whole period of the Anglo- stein’s note is easily comprehensible, In any case this nofe was
Russian agreement, The shooting of the engineer Davison, returned by Mr. Hodgson; it has not been handed to the British
mentioned in the memorandum, in connection with the activity of  Government a second {ime and can therefore be regarded as non-
the spying organizat'on of the neforious Paul Dux in Russia, fook existent, just as the second letter which followed it, and which
ce in January 1020, that is, 16 months before the conclusion of contained nothing offensive.

sions, and increases from month fo month, with the result that COgMizes, even indirectly, the credibility of these st
bread, petrcleum, wood, flax products, etc. are cheapened for the considers it "‘“553? to declare “‘Nyﬂk extracts a:st;‘e?atls"ﬂg
population of all the countries of Europe, including England. tions cited by the English Government are a combination of
& 3, The Russian Government does not endeavor fo dispute Portions of deciphered telegrams, altered in accordance with
_abuormal condition of present day relations, nor the de- desired iendencies, and supplemented at will, The Russia Govern~
mma:"d“.ﬁ of he present basis of the agreement mentioned in ment declares defwitely that the tation referring to Persia i9
nd i _.ﬁmnnrgndm The Russian Goverament, for its part, Pure invention, and bears no relation whatever to any official
invariably striven for a complete r%:hmn of the relations, 9ocument known fo the Russian Government, A characteristic
an open discussion of all questions dividing the two states from example of intentional misrepresentation of information is the

one another, and the creation of a more durable basis, by which Ieference to Raskolnikov's telegram, i 4 i ish # ini i g
, k L e ! m, in the matier of a recment, and before the end of the period of English inter- 14. In the opinion of the Soviet Government one of the ¥ B
gc‘po.x:giﬁty of strife and conflicts would have been eh{niu[gd Vasiristan with 3000 roubles and 10 cases of cartridges, If venﬁ‘gn and blockade, The arrest of S!gxs-ﬂarding, gaccused of main causes of the constantly recurring misunderstandings -
podifcr E’::;r‘ extent. It is, however, obliged {o come to the English government really has this telegram in its hands, ing, partly on the information of the American journalist between Soviet Russia and the English government is, that ‘
hwchuq b weaﬂy! unsatisfactory basis of agreement has the same is not maliciously distorted, then the English Governe mu%'larrison. also fell within this period, 1t would be futile to  the Versailles peace has crealed relations in which certain sections
e y Great Britain herself, even within the con. Ment may convince itseli that this aid was given, not by repeat ail the explanations so frequently given by {he Russian of the Entente decline to negotiate with other states on equal
S m”ﬁ;ﬂ agreement, the rvunu_m of Greaf Britain  Raskolnikov, but by another in no gvay connected .n‘ Government in the course of the exchange of notes. It must ground. Without denying that during the last few °¥uu a large
of contlicti ‘”‘“‘Nﬂ I to subject the whole com- the Soviet rnment, but w name the Soviet Government however be mentioned that during this period an incomparably ~number of states have aclualléuhllen into a state or
& 4 U‘?’l e the two states {0 a business- cannot disclose, being bound by the generally recogunized la number of Russian subjects had to suffer from the actions partial dependence upon the tente couniries, the Soviet govern-
BRIt e M Sy sl of rstions L e eetindis ot the intormmons e : of Eaglish authorities in the Narlh 306 Souls o et One  are regards it ap s duiy o declare thol b et uad en-
: e the conflicis arisin; ont inder of the informati > v : ics, and within the sphere of in reat Britain, are not dep on the will of any
from fime to time exceedingly difficult, in many cases mg ' o~ of the numerous cases of this nature is the shooting of the 26 Baku uot and will not be so dependent. If the ru classes of

}

Commissars during the exchange of notes in this matier. If the ] this fact, the chief muh
tsﬁm of compensation is at all brought up, justice demands  restoration of normal peaceful relations, such as are in the infe
t it apply to all cases that occurred during this period, and of both states, would be removed. : ‘
i1y Kolemizev, the case of Bakushin, _ 15, Despite the repeated mis
iti i years in  publics hold the present relations with Great
and are anxious {o mainfain these in the interests

i - ml
the same with

subjects.
waters was exhaustively dealt
Government on May 7th.
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Entente § Is {o these countries, especially the recent inspection 1 was solely for this reason that Field-Marshali Foch ! , . ; ’ %
of the mun frontiers bykn:' Enp;clilh"commiuion ax‘n’fid has maintained with uuc{n obstinacy the thesis of the direct annexation Franco-German mining trust, M. Poincaré conlnv(:!. wilh  Shop Siewards Conference of: Ruhr
come {o the perfectly logical conclusion that a breach of relations * of the Rhine by France. “Our troops must remain on the Rbine e aid of a thousand ium_tnc t_rich and artifices, to uoom; Miners ;
would mvolve new dangers and complications thmtenixg to under all circumstances.” e fresh small “shoricomings”, and thus to create a Pfﬁu_ Ny q ™ i
ce, and that, in case of a rupture, the Government of Great And for the same reason French imperialism, after Eng- . an armed invasion of the Ruhr area. The disastrous “res! u. ) A shop stewards congress for the mining and sme m{
ritain takes upon itself an immense responsibility in the eyes of land and America had struck this annexation weapon out of ( this military coup are sufficiently known to the whole world:  igdusiry was held in Essen on April 25th, for the purpots'tael g
‘history. 1he Kussian Oovernment dec'ares that no reason exists its hand, continued to fight with every means at its disposal #n rapid anization of the extren_le‘l{ complicated and  consulting on the measures to be adopled, lndolmpcu iv (yl &
for the rupture of relationlh that fhe maiority of the points of 1o accomplish at least a temporary occupation of the Rhine country icate economic system of this highly ustrialized district, pecessary, in the interests of the prolefariats of Germany an

dispute beiween the Soviet Republics and Oreat Britain are so  and has utilized the prefext of its permanently threatened national
insignificant, compared with the possible consequences of a  security for this purpose. It eherishes the hope that during
rupture, that g will on both sides would suffice for satis- the period of occupation it will find it possible, by means of a

lysis of all raitway and river traffic, the  France. " The militant spirit which dominated the congress was
.m‘:sl‘nt:s‘:‘&mglee‘t‘e‘g:nngt all connignme{m of coal and coke clearly expressed in the discussion, in which participated the
‘o Ffﬂﬂcﬁ, 'he ml"i‘rd‘ 0’ uﬂpfoducﬁve med“ure n m“l reprwt.hv“ of all par“cs'

factory solutions to be arrived ai, without great difficulty at a  variety of intrigues and manoeuvres, {o gain direct or indirect ¢ountries, growing unemployment in France and Germany, The resolutions passed were to the following effect:
conference of compelent representatives of both states, and within  possession of the coal of Westphalia: “The terms according (o depreci:tiongol the frane I rance and simultaneous sieacy 1. The wmuners must dﬂe!’!“medl{”m?h away the ,Wﬂid“"
a very short time. The Soviet Government, for its part, is sin-  which the territory is {o be evacuated in accordance with the treaty increase in cost of living, relention of the army class 1921 in (o them as payment in kind, without begging perm.ssion Irom

cerely des‘rous of arriving at an understanding, and it is con- of Versailles, do not begin to apply tili the day on which Ger-

service after the expiration of the legal term, premature calling  the officers. Coal Distribution Committees must be formed
vinced that the Government of Great Britain will also express many has really fulfilled her og{)igalions." (An untterance of

up of the army class 1923, and, finally, the frightiul over immediately at all collieries for carrying out {h.s measure. The

the same wish. B Poincaré€’s.) S utlation of nationalism and chauvinism in France and Germany  coal must” be sold to all workers, employees, and official
17. The Soviet Government therefore proposes {o the It is the same reason which has induced, and is siill alike, necessarily leading to every kind of bloody collision, su craftsmen, efc., at a price amounting at most to one and a hal

Government of Great Britain that it accept the proposal of a inducing, imperialist France to insist on Germany’s paying as the bloodbath among the workers of Krupp's works at Essen  times the average hourly wage o the miner,—per hundred-

conference, and arrange the time and place of this conference, in  reparations which have been unanimously declared, by all really on Easter Saturday. weight.

order that the authorized representatives of both parties may not  sincere and impartial financial experts, {nr to exceed her acfual And these same imperialist reasons are the source of the 2. No work under French bayonels. So long as even one

only consult on and solve the secondary questions in dispute, but  paying capacity. Even the deputy Dariac had to admit this
may also settle the Anglo-Russian relations fo their fullest extent, in his secret report to the Foreign Affairs Committee of the
I have the honor fo remain, French Chamber of Deputies: “We cannot demand that Ger-

i many pay these gigantic sums for 35 years.”
Yours truly, e same reason was at the bottom of the action taken by
The Representative of the People’s Commissary for the French general Mangin, the sinister mass butcher of {he
? Yotolua Affsirs. Champagne battlefields, who prepared, financed, and executed
4 the notorious coup d’état on the wesi bank of the Rhine, which
was to have led to the establistment of a free Rhenish republic,

i Dr. Dorten, that contemptible object  representative of French or Belgiau militarism is present in a
msle‘::g;‘g‘h?f%lx“;“‘ 2:‘:',‘" funds and despised to the uttermost colliery, the whole plant counts as occupied, and only absolutely
by everyone in the Rhineland, down to the last workman, who has  pecessary emergency work may be done. The demand made by
any conception of honor—efforts which he continues, despite  German capitalists, that work be continued under bayonets,
every failure, up to the present day, which aim at despite occupation, is 1o be strictly refused.
separating the Rhineland from Germany, and of creating a As the French military authorities prevent the transport
Rhenish buffer state subordinate to the Comité des Forges. of coal even from collieries not yel occupied, not a single frage

And despite the obvious collapse of Poincar€’s Rubr ment of coal must be raised so long as there is any probabilily
adventure, this same reason is still powerful enough to bring of its falling into the hands of French militarism. It is

G s gm.-.&-k © s e WP RS RN

independent of Germany, That this putsch turned out a miserable ireling Dorten, this pitiful spy, this favorite child of all  gyponomus with helping Poincare to tip coal onto heaps which
l p O L ITI C S failure was entirely due to the energetic and indignant inter- g.reenl:h lsagre-uttlers and rannucxation politicians, back to Paris n!ay shortly be seized by him. _ y ] ‘
vention of the American president, Wilson. during the last few days, for the purpose of preparing secret The congress appointed a delegation which is com- |
; - FAndhag;in it was th;ijs same secret reason which caused ¢oups d’état against t‘c Rhineland in consultation with his n;;“;one% (% apply “:‘ ?\“ce “‘, “:f. N&,q,?. U"m ej:. "hﬁnlijo'::m; :‘:
e French chauvinists and 100 per cent patriots {o reject, Hand and Brain Workers, to the Christian nion, :
The smééle beiwen Lorraine Ore with truly Berserker rage, the offer lele-'lde b lh‘:‘ German worllmrs P"mlgrtlel{)tgh these imperialist reasons are transparent enough, {5 the other mining organizations, as well as to the Social-Demo- £
and Wesiphalian Coke organized in trade unions, to help rebuild the war-devastated {he French occupation generals clumsily masked with communist  cratic Party of Germany and the Communist Party of ‘Germany, !
By Emil Heillen (Paris) districts as rapidly as possibl . fighting slogans, repeatedly approached the revolutionar Rubf  for the purpose of inducing all these organizations to join in the ¢
: v il And M. Poincaré, in his capacity of legal adviser to the workers, anﬁ suggested that they should occugz the works, etc,  common gsrugﬁlge. o ) 4 di R
1. The marriage between the ircn of Lorraine and the Rhine coal.  French iron-works committee, is forced by this same concealed romising them active support irom French bayonets. But ‘;lhe This delegation is also commissioned fo obtain an'aﬁ'lme:
1f we examine more closely the bloody and tragical evenis Yeason hferally to exhaust himself in a “convulsive search for Eommumst Party has rejected with proper C°“‘°“;‘P' ttxh“ d&u t:"_ with the German governumient, in order 10 demand the fulfilmen
we have for a number of years experienced, we finally arrive fresh German shoricomings, by the help of which he may attempt dyed hypocrisy, which is only intended 10 ‘"‘(;‘;"thtﬁ N arey, 1 the above demands
&ﬁn‘.m, at !(lhg conclusion that the real causes of the Franco- tc‘oe }:‘:My 'alltheposss'ble and'dxmaginable acts of violence against rench” imperialism finally to take poi:s:;sswn ;"eu iuduce(i T li 1 d 8
rman conflict are by no means identical with the reasons ny fo outer world, And finally, these same crim reasons h o
ublicly put forward on both sides of the Rhine, but have rather And the same reason was at the back of M. Dariac's the whole French bourgeois press, now that it recoguizes that the Impending Changes in Polan t
evelo out of the antagonisms necessarily arising from the action, when, in his capacity of chairman of the finance com- Ruhr adventure must inevitably end in failure, to begin a By L. Domski (Warsaw).
artificial distribution of iron ore and coal occurring in  mission of the French Shamber of Deputies, he worked out—at systematic campaign for the creation of a Rhenish buffer sm%. cfacd 1 e longer merely a crisiss it is the crask ;
the northern plains of West Europe among various national Poincaré's orders—that notorious secret report on the Rhine e express object of which is the securing of the economic an ) In Polang l“ 18 “‘: ng h'c{l has hitherto opread. the' ' 1
capitalisms, \ country, which, after making the mouths of the great sharks dministrative dominance cf the Comité des Forges in the Franco- itself. The social patriotic prcss'.‘ “;l !ev‘uhn ess and deceils of the  HR S
As early as May 1915 the Pan German circles, maintained  of French heavy indusiry water by the recital of all the natural ekrmnn mining trust now being formed, despite all nationalist mantle of Cl}nsuan clllar.ty ov?rl eox 11‘ un‘c e & E
and led by the German heavy industiry, carried on a violent sub-, and industrial “riches of Rhenish Westphalia, closed with the commotion on both sides of the Rhine. Agrarian Party P‘?‘“‘:"v“““-“ 'l“m“ Socialisis* have abandoned
ferrancan campaign for {he annexation of the Minette stores in following characteristic conclusion: “Above all, there is one i . : unmasking. This signi t‘nﬁ 1a “%l,. s of e ACA
Losraine and the coal of Belgium and North France. question which must never be raised again: We cannot think 3. The tasks of the ifernational prolefariat. the hope of keeping their coaltion

Party on the track they would like to have them.

“The security of the German realm in a future war’— ;fusiving up this pledge (that is, the three Ruhr ports, Diissel The proportion of parties in the present Sejm is such that

g { o fusi
thus runs the much discussed memorial issued by the six Duisburg, and Ruhrort).” These are the real causes of the imperialist confusion

; i 4 . i world breathless for nearly eight years, and is practically a governing majority composed of the Cenire
great economic federations—“imperatively demands the For the same reason Dariac demands in his report that mf';,h’;.fr?;"iﬁiil ec'gonuc. to its foundations. ‘{hesc are, :‘::Jeu:: rlzcht‘. r{;r the Polisl‘ll Cenllre yand Left parlies have ne
ion of the whole of the Minette ore beds, including France should make a declaration, once and for all, that she further, the true causes of the mass misery of the German majority in the Seym without the support o the nationad ;
he fortresses of Longwy and Verdun, without which this will not withdraw her army from the Rhineland, and that she, Fom}m, a proletariat literally collapsing under the force iiorities. And in consideration of the chauvinist, and especially S
area e_lrnw be held. b : s the creditor of a Germany which is loth to pay, will retain of an exploitation carried fo exiremes. ese are the real " cemitic, prejudices which extend in Poland deep down
o th on of large quantities of coal, especially this province as a valuable pledge for the reparations. Dariac causes of the growing deprivations of the French working .., "the social democratic party, a government which leans on
o bituminous as_occurs in e quantities danando“mrthq that the Rhenish population be emancipated population, and of the mighty danger of war once more obscuring 410" non-Polish Sejm fractions is_impossible for o.ﬂ length of
n coal basin of morthern France, is at Jeast equally from the “Prussian fist”, and from the fear of its return fo power, the political sky. time. The Nafional Demecratic right has understood excelleatly =
as decisive as iron ore for the issue of the war. in order that the population may gather courage to_shake off {he For whatever may be {he issue of the Ruhr adventure, .0, manage, and has never ceased for a moment fo (error g
cndh' Bttt IR S, S, e, I S ot e B b e by st o Sopary v St 3 pt oLl o i Ve pls wih i e, 41 o
! 1 r mi . i tensification o exploitation i jority, ,.Jews’ president’ an ¢ s,
protection of France and Belgium. ol case it will ka0, . I t by united Franco- 'j"m%hﬁ. ul:ro’r sjbm Ke more effective in that the mdoml’l

p +
: This same reason caused Poincaré’ i multaneously, to the preparation of t and Centre is also unable to govern without nati
s ) OIRCATE & vy itably pendin an, tful armed conflict :luwmml‘e'igm The u;:.}my Vitos party (the Right Agrariam
fo give a ber iate p : between ightily s "p“"z Party) has fo carry on a colonization policy in the While
of .h.b’cg...u 4:’ rm, fo the idea of .,ﬁ&zd;ng the R";:; ’ of the Ruhr coal, 4 ':& nnii’lnapﬁ“::minu’li:gpe Russian B:nnd ‘Ukr&einia:r;omer peﬁ:gtm.' in ﬁﬁi"&“::,
area means friendly understandin co-operat emony o ; i t for surplus P"P““ i
between French and German heavy i-«dustry.g n it up:adlét;in its oy;’n power. ol is indispensable, i easons,
reasons then led fo fedi ) And i g e : : wil
e Prtad it G aad_detifed murderous, and des
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of remaining, even in a semi-Fascist
War.

of war.
political business men of the Vitos
3 P:;d to enrich themselves mmder any
I have as little objection to a Fascist
to a socialist one—all they want is to refain their
and their fat ea As 1o the land reforms which
t them the enmity of capitalist and junker Right at
one time, these no longer form an insuperable obstacle. The
Vitos Parly has bought up as much land as it could. And the
Right is willingly agreed to a further ,sensible” division of
land. The lan: or land-poor peasant masses are by no means
as for land as they were 4 years ago, for the restoration
of indusiry has permitted the surplus country population to
find an outlet in the cities. The colonization of the East also
remains as a safety valve, and finally, emigration to America,
France, etc. has again become possible.
But the Vitos Party, to its regret, is obliged to have some
art:"ior its consmue‘n“l’ mnise& ‘Ang though these masses
resist a ', Jewish majority*, are none the less
vehemently opposed {o any co-operation w?th the Junkers. The
Vitos Party must present its peasant masses with very con-
siderable .c:qms, if it is not to lose their favor. But the
. no complasant parties to contract with. Their
! action (the Christian National Club) replied fo the demand
. made upon them by the Vitos Party, to put 400,000 acres of land
i at their disposal m‘:}y for dividing up into holdings, by
. granting 120,000 acres. Vitos, with the pride of a Lucifer, broke
. off all negotiations—but of course only for a few days.
- Thus the latent ent crisis has been heaving and
sinking for a month. Mr. Vitos, with the craftiness of the
1, fakes his time; but in the end he will have to admit that
t is absolutel ble to get any further with the aid of a
r h‘al : ;‘o&e the ptima%lmimritin.
crisis is still dragging on because—
the generals Foch and Lerond are presently expected to visit
."lm-;“'lh ngqul dupcg{ts‘ hsun consider that it will make
more respectable impression if these great visitors are received
General Sikorski than by the worthy Viies, who is still going
t without a neck-lie, in greased top-boots, and who does not
umderstand a word of French. But after the Frenchmen are gone,
everyb:‘gldt will draw a breath of relief, and the game can start
The

AT et

- rg'not‘ly.;‘ Socialist Pa

. is jalist Party laments in its ss, and cast
its ““J'accuse” before Vitos who bargains with ‘:}:: Fa‘sgisncaiso:
the sale of the Polish republic. These lamentations will be the
first and the last weapons raised by the social patriets against
Fascism. The real fight m the complete fmm of the

| will of i
! o g of course continue to be

!
| Political Crisis in Italy

o By Umberto Terracini (Rome).
: Italian National Party was founded in 1910. 1|
3' first official party of the ltalian Catholics, a::l il th:.- ‘:;
1921 it was gbe’mu:ey sr::'m cfga_raizxtiou of the Italian
e bourgeoisie p- g s rty. True to the traditional
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would have doubtlcss decided in favor of fighting, had their
Jea, ers mot preveated them. The leaders rg:le.rn:d to submit
to \‘iscism, not omly in their own personal inlerests, -also
in e interest of the great Catholic bank. the Bunk o) Rowme,
Thus the peculiar siluation was developed under which the
National Party has carried on its existence in the course of the
past year. lu the country the masses of the National Party joined
the parties of the Leit in the slruﬁvgle against Fascism, !’ml in
Rome the deputies of the National ’artzn:ook every opporiunity
to save the pro-Fasdst government. e local organizations
voted against any election agreement with Fascisti, but the party
leadership forced them iufo a marriage eatirely against their
will, as for instance at the mumicipal elections in Milan. The

rliamentary fraction of the National Partiy has supported

ussolini’s government from the very beginning. But the party
organizations in the country have demanded that the party enter
the opposition. There is no doubt but that the will of the masses
would have long since been victerious, had it not been that Don
Sturzo, the secretary of the party, a petty cleric who has played
shieldbearer to all 1talian ministers from 19201022, preferred to
wait before coming to any final decision against the triumph of
Fascism.

The religions policy of the Fascist minisiry finally in-
duced Don Struzo fo take the decisive step, and the National
Party passed into the raunks of the opposition. This may appear
strange, for Mussolini made the greatest concessions fo the
Catholic Church in religicus matfers, But the object of all these
concessions was merely 1o prove that the existence of a political
Catholic Party in lialy was completely superfluous, as the Christian
views of the Fascist movemeot assured the realization of every-
thing which such a Catholic party could strive for. It is thus
comprehensible that the National Party turned against a Fascism
which was aiming at its aunihiiation. In this moment the oppo-
sition between the leaders and the masses of the National Party
disappeared. Dor Siwfzo became the embodiment of the new
unity in the party,
~__The congress of the National Party, lately held in Turin,
signified the umon of the party under its old leaders on the
basis of an essentially ami-Fascist program. The right wing
of the party, which took sides with Mussjim', was defeated in the
dl:tugin&—-dt;{ﬂtt the sup{*nrl lent it by the government. The
left wing was also apparently defeated; it had demanded the with-
drawal of the ministers belonging to the National Party from the
government, and an open siruggle against Mussolini's govern-
ment. In reality the victorious Centre is permeated with the
same bitier hatred of Fascism, with the only difference that
the left wing was anxious to reveal this openly at once, while
the centre was in favor of a gradual development along the
same line, under the skilful guidance of Don Sturze. The Turin
party conference stood for the support of the Fascist govern-
ﬂl?nt w_nh” certain reservations; on the condition that the
“revolution” of Eas't November be adapted to the program and
ideals of the Natioaal Party. The congress emphasized the
jusiification of the existence of the National Party, in contra-
distinction 1o the amalgamating intentions of the Fascisti. The
ct;tugress prvented the deputy Pestalozzi from speaking further
lideat: h:r” had said that: “Mussolini is the man sent by Pro-
;d en“c’e.‘ The congress commissioned the Natiomal Party to
e 0 the utmost the proportional represenfation whose
Council of the Fascsti Thia party cenformmes o he s

n sti. 118 r p i
political dcfc;! &ferm by FasciPs:x. P CHRSY, W . Taw
0, d’ltalia, Mussolini’'s or designaies the
:?eecb held by Don Sturzo at the party mﬁrenm'ce u“ the speech
an enemy. And the news agency Valfa, the mouthpiece of the
ermmnent, opines {hat in the future the National Party must
witbwﬁn Mu an auti-national organization, and must be treated
o sword like all other anti-national groups. Fascism
ns begun fo fight against two frouts af once, against the

free-masons and against the Catholics. This is an extraordina
waste of str. i i . d

ength, and a sign of political shakiness.
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The Polish land-owners and the capitalists require the At the Party Conference, all dxfkmwes of opinion
fion of a war to conceal the htggum‘s goinmuhmd vailing in various circles of the Soviet republic on these
scenes in the Sejm, among the parties the WIErs, wer:"i)mogm clearly forward. The Pa

the capitalisis, and the big farmers, at (he expense of the poor
peasaniry. They require a “foreign danger” upon which they
can rely when they seek a ext for the military skirmishin

olish government at the beliest o
France. They are preparing for the possibility that French
imperialism may order them to attack Germany, an event which,
in the opinion of Polish military circles, m:ght also lead to
complications on the Eastern frontier.

With this object in view, the landowners drag fhe corpse
of the prelate Butkievitz through all the sireets of Poland—with
the idea that the priestly cowl is the most popular ensign among
the peasaniry. The wildest rumours about Soviet Russia are
being spread from Warsaw. It suifices to mention that in the
course of one day, the iollowi&g repor.s on the situation in
Russia were telegraphed irom Warsaw 1o the foreign press: In
Russia, great conspiracies are going on. Practically the whole
of the miitary stali of the republic has been arrested; Trotzky
is in a dying condition; Chicherin as well; a fight is going on
in the Kkremlin between the different fractions of the com-
munists.

Al this, of course, is nonsense, and there is not a single
foreign government which believes it for a moment, as there are
more than 10 foreign missions in Moscow, who keep their govern-
ments informed as to the absurdity of these inventions. But the
English government needs all this nouseuse. Its prestige
has been seriously damaged by the failure of its attempted
intervention in the trial of the” Roman Catholic prelates, and
even more damaged by the sharpness of the reply sent b{jthe
Soviet government rejectinf all interference. Bounar Law's

overniment, which pursues a oreif,;n policy arousing the greatest
5issatisfaciion in wide circles o En‘i;lish society (this policy
has been dubbed by the old liberal leader Asquith as a policy of
‘wellmeaning impotence”), seeks to exercise pressure on the
Soviel government by means of threats, and by means of spread-
ing al these idiotic rumours. It is not the fault of the Soviet
government that the English government, which—in defiance
of English law—delivered the Irish revolutionists over to the
vengeance of their political enemies in Ireland, is now attacked
with a fit of virtue finding its special expression in feelings
of humanity towards the instigators of civil war in Russia.
The sharp reply of the Soviet government was provoked. There
is mot a single country which would permit another country to
interfere in matters which concern ouly the courts
of justice of the country, in accordance with the laws of the land.
But when the Soviet government replied to the English in a tone
worthy of its dignity, it did not wish to stir up strife, it did
not seek less fri?dly relations with England. And with regard
{0 the threats, /the best answer to these is the 12th Party
Coanference of the Russian C.P., with its resolutions on foreign

The Belgian Cardinal Mercier recently wrote an article
which is nothing more ner less than an appeal to all “civilized”
countries to organize a crusade against Soviet Russia. Cardinal
Mercier is a highly venerable old gentleman, but he has obviously
asleep for some years. These crusades in the name of
Christianity, of civilization, of the liberation of women from
pationalization, in the name of the export of Archangel wood,
Kubanian bread, and Baku naphtha, are now things of the past.
They came to an end most lamentably for the worthy crusaders
who embarked upon them. And when Cardinal Mercier threatens
a new cmgra:i:, he merely supplies us with fresh material for

£

does mot mean that we feel oursely

for all m Russia is an attrative

republic so strong that these can allow themselves zf :
luxury of discussing questions of foreign political tactics csuly
before the whole world,—questions which are settled behind the
scenes  of governmental cliques in “democratic” capitalist
countries.
Belore an audience of fifteen hundred, and in the presence
of representatives of the Party press of the whole country, the
es commissary for foreign trade, comrade Krassin, deli-
vered the speech in which he showed that the rapid reconstruc-
tion of our industry demands that we make considerable con-
cessions fo foreign powers. It goes without saying that comrade
Krassin, in speaking of these necessary comcessions, emphasized
at the same time with the greatest decision that these con- =
cessions must not go so far as to convert the couniry into a
colony, or in any way to detract from the sover:ifnt of the
Soviet government. But the essential point of comrade &rusin'l
exposition was his accentuation of the urgent necessity of an
agreement. '
Comrade Krassin was replied to clearly agd precisely by
several speakers: Yes, Soviet Russia needs reign  credits, £
Without foreign credits she must content herself with a slow
reconstruction based on the means supplied by the country .
itself, means which can develop but slowly. The Soviet govern-
ment must be prepared to make concessions. And that it is
epared to do so, it declared both at Genoa and at the
ague. But on these occasions Soviet Russia not only declared
her readiness to make concessions, but simultaneously laid down
the conditions on which she is prepared to make the con i
The essence of these conditions was that the capitalists help
us to accelerate the reconstruction of our country. We have
no intention of putting even the slightest burden on our country £
for the sake of a recognnition de jure and similar formal con.
cessions. In return for our concessions we demand credits,
credits which will really enable us {o reconstruct our economics
within a shorter term than we can do with the means at our
own disposal. Should the allied governments reply to this
saying: *in this respect we can do nothing, for govern
do not dispose of credits”, then the Soviet government can
reply: “if you will give nothing, then we oo will give nothing.
The Party Conference did not paint the situation in more
rosy colors tham the reality justifies. The thousands of com-
munists who assembled from every part of the couniry ar
fully aware that Russia is still in a’ difficult nosition. But tha
also know that the position of the country will not be improved
merely by hanging the medal of West European de jure recog-
nition upon Soviet Russia’s sheepskin mantle, if we have to pay.
for the medal. And at the same time they know that our di {
position is beginning to improve, and that Soviet Russia,
though she can only begin fo reconstruct her economy at
cost of great exertions, is none the less in a position to wit ¥
the gramingroi concessions until her opponents are ready to gran
some too. The Party Counference unanimously approved o the
attitude thus taken by the central committee. The Parly Cons &
ference approved the declaration of comrade Zinoviev, thaf: “’ﬂz

longer the capitalist powers postpone coming fo an & &
the fewer will be our concessions.” This decision of gm .
Conference is of supreme international significance. It is the .
ion of the firm conviction of the Communist Party, the
leader of Soviet Russia, that the hardest times are past, that -
Soviet Russia confidently faces the course of historical e ,
that no reason exists for her to fear the threats of the capit
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gion with revolution, preserving the dogma
Russian Church, and m same time sincerely accept-
the great Russian revolution with its world consequences.”
dul about religious persecution in Soviet Russia? Here
§s the Synod’s declaration: e
“According o the Soviet Constitution, freedom of
thought in religion is the right of all citizens. The decree on
fhe separation of church and state’ guarantees this right.
Freedom for religious propaganda (side by side with the nﬁl
to propagate anfi-religious ideas), gives a possibility to be-
e lievers to defend their religious convictions. For that reason
'3 it is not possible for the church to regard the Soviet Power
as an istian; on the contrary, the Synod draws attention
1o the fact that the Soviet Power, by its methods, is the only
State power in the world wtich is able {o realize on earth the
ideal rule of God.”

The Synod was atiended by 350 delegates and in its varied

&u-pouuon reflected the enormous change that has come over the
Russian Church, precisely because of the freedom of religious dis-
‘cussion, Under the Tsar there was no such thing as freedom of
weligious thought. Now the church is moving away from ortho-
doxy; i fact there is far mcre freedom of on now than
would please the Archbishop of Canterbury;—he will soon be
‘excommunicating the Russian Church for heresy.
- The Church is dividing into various groups of thought. o1
#he 350 delegates composing the Synod, there were 150 irom the
: which calls itself the “Living Church”, and about an
number from the “Union of Communities of the Earl
tolic Church”; six representing the group “Resurrection”,
wihch the Metropolitan Antonin, honorary president of the
nod, is a member. The question now is: can the old bottles
the new wine?

The Synod ftraced the history of Tikhon’s counter-revolu-
Afionary activities for the past five years. It accuses him of de-
“eeiving the faithiul in the interests of the White Guards. “Tikhon
not the leader of the church, but a leader of the counter-revolu-
Mion"” says the resolution. “The Patriarchate was established for
g.{mnvolaaouaq purposes, The primitive church had no
Patriarch, but administered the church by Synods. It is therefore
~ abolished”. And so the Pope is a thing of the past.

: _ “Patriarch Tikhon commilted a crime against the Rus-
sian church in making the church an ally of the counter-revo-
and therefore he should stand before the revolutionary
tribunal. At this moment the Russian Church must declare
before the Revolutionary Tritbvaal on which side it is: in the
dock with Tikhon—or with the uteon on the seat of
L pdgg:nt. wﬁu say—on ‘hﬁ seal of juggment.”
- —S0 says the group “Resurrection” in its meeting held
" before the Synod. . .
And what is the attitude of the Synod towards the prole-
farian revolution? Here is the ruohniox{. What does “myprlord
Caaterburv” say to it?
“The All Russian delegated Synod bears witness before
the whole church and humanity, that the world is divided
infto two classes: capitalist exploiters and the proletariat, on

i O
]
¥

~ world leader fernity, equalit
~ mations. The Synod denouces, with all its
_ authority, the international and national

ting the American Metpodist
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Foreign Department on a large scale, so that western industrial

“1t goes without saying our Party will not give its
blessing 1o religion, even when the church tries o bless the
Party. But the inevitable conflict is carried up into a higher
plane and changes its form. For with us there is a funda-
mentally new social equilibrium, under the direction and hege-
mony of the victorious proletariat.”

The fury in England at the execution of a counter-revo!u-
fionary priest, has left Russia quite cold. Trotzky in a speech
on the 5th of May said, that the Capitalists have siezed this
incident to give vent to their chagrin at the cardinal fact
of the present situation in Russia: which is, that Lenin and
the Communist Party have definitely shunted the Soviet locomotive
away from capitalism, and are driving it straight ahead towards
socialism. That is why they are frothing about the priests.

Opening of ihe All-Russian
Exhibifion

We especially request the Party
press 1o reprint this article. Ed.

On the 15th of August of this year an event will take
Blace. in Moscow which is of the greatest importance for Soviet
ussia: The opening of the All-Russian Exhibition for agriculture
and home industry (with a foreign department). New Russia
will display everything its economy has crea‘ed or developed
under the new social order.
The exhibition 1s being organized on the suggestion of the
IX. Soviet Congress, and pursues far-reaching aims. lts enor-
mous importance for the future economic development of Russia
consists in its cultural and enlightening role. It will have to
bring the worker nearer to the peasant, and to show both parties
of what great mutual help they can be to one another, - The cause
of the low level of agriculture under Tzarism was! to a large
exient, the loose relations between town and couniry., Russian
agronomy made progress only within the walls of ‘he city. The
laboratory of the savant remained closed to the peasant. ’lne
Soviet Government, on the o'her hand, has broken fundamentally
with this system, and regards as the only pre-requisite for the
economic strengthening of the country the close contact between
town industry and® agriculture, in the application of the advances
made by' science 10 actual farming practice. However, the exhi-
bition will by no means be an agricultural one exclusively. It
will display every branch of non-city industry in the country, and

its natural treasures. Every province of the republic will exhibit -

the products of its raw malerials and its local production,
whether it be from Turkestan (cotton), from the vineyards of the
South or from the forests of the North (furs). The visitor to the
exhibition will be able to acquaint himself with all the
innumerable natural treasures of Russia, systematized in
scientific order. FEvery branch and description of Russian
economy will be graphically displayed by the aid of a tremen-
dous number of objects from every part of Russia: Tillage, work
in flax and hemp, cultivation of vegetables, cattle rearing,
:::}t.ﬁ:} ‘:‘i‘l: h:v::)rem_nl:‘reetdmgi dc.,Bbui es every branch of the
industry, from i

l(arelia_ll_:h:i%ch. y uchara carpets {o articles of

2 xhibition Committee is at present chiefly occupied
with the erection of the exhibition bulx)ldinzs. withy obtnixfing
building materials and collecting the objects to be exhibited. The
exhibition grounds are situated on the of the Moskva, from
:m :“;ngmﬂcunt view is {o be obtained of the Krem! and the
. The exhibition—this general review of the whole of
Russian economics—is not alone of extreme importance for the
economic development of Russia, it is at same fime
mdmglgﬁ'zpormt for the resumption of commercial
the Workers' and Peasants’ Republic and the
outer world, Extensive arrangements are for a

which are desirous of ing trade with Russia
opportugity of xhibiting thelr um, if these
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Russian workers and peasanis aid
political prisoners

A general meeting of the workers of the wa‘;on workshops
of Tampov passed the following resolution: *“The pienary meeting
resolves to enter 10 of the revolutionists incarcerated by the bour-
coisie as employees and foremen of the wagon workshops o

ampov, for the period: April 1, 1923— January 1, 1024, The
work of the 10 imprisoned comrades entered on the wage list is
to be performed by the workers assembled at the meeling, and
is to be carried out on properly regulated lines. The wages are
to be paid over to the Central Comumittee of the International
Red Relief, by the }nclory management, for the support of the
political prisoners.”

The workers of the lIvanovo-Vosnessensk province have
yemitted 3350 gold roubles to the Central Commitiee of the IRR
for the West Furopean political prisoners.

The workers amf peasants of the Kursk province
have sent a box with gold and silver articles collected
in the first collection made among the non-partisan workers and
peasanis for the support of political prisoners. Among the
articles collected there are 21 gold rings, 2 gold watches, 20 gold
roub'es, 12 silver watches, IT silver cigar cases, three roubles
in silver coins, 6 silver crosses, 5 gold crosces, 46 coins and
medals in gold and silver, 20 silver rings, 11 silver spoons,
0 siver watch chains, 3 bracelets, etc.

Besides this, 125793 new roubles were handed over in
gash, as a result of the first collection.

E.C.C.L

Session of the Enlarged Executive

In consequence of the serious international situation the
EC. of the CI has postponed the opening of the Enlarged Executive
Session until the 10th @f June. The agenda is as follows:
1. Report of the presidivm;
2. Occupation of the Ruhr area and the question entailed by

this;
3. The further practical carrying oul of the united front
campaign;
. The struggle against Fascismo;
. Trade union problems and the questions of the shop steward
movement;
Discussion with the Scandinavian comrades on the limits
of centralism in the CL.;
The amalgamation of the 2. and 2%. Infernationals;
The state of the labor movement in Fngland;
. Preparations for the work on the program of the Cl;
. Suggestions of the sections.

——

The Amalgamation of the Second
and Two-and-a-Half Internationals

. The capitalist offensive is continuing. The bourgeoisie
is exerting all efforts and mobilizing all its forces to strike a
decisive blow against the working class, The reformists, too,
are not lagging behind. They, {00, are sounding the ‘‘assembly”.
The remnants of the Second lInternational and the patchwork
Second and a Half International are preparing to amalgamate,
and the coalition exlendinqﬂiran A to Noske is t to
be established. There are still incredulous people who, even afier
the convening of the Unity Conference, stili the possibility
for there being room in the same organization for the man who
shot Count Stirgkh in order {o revolutionize the proletariat and
jor the men who have shed rivers of working class blood in
order to drive all desire of revolution out of the workiu1 class.
Even the members of the Two and a Half International stand
amazed at the forthcoming reconciliation. Its most
organ, the Vienna “ Arbeiter Zeitung ” commenting on
“It seems 10 us also that to co-operate with certain
Parties Wneﬁﬂmhomﬂnpﬂm

durh:g and after the war, left
sking

Secom o o

t

T wh

®
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geois, docmed these Centrist Parties before-hand fo impo

and robbed them of their resolution, their powers of reasonin

and courage. Thus, immediately after their break with the
reformists, their indecision expressed their longing 1o be back in
the Second International. This was onl nnlurﬁ. {Vhlt destroyed
the friendship between the Marxist tre and the Right? In
the last resort it was the antagonism between the aristocracy of
labor and the rest of the proletariat. For the reformists, only
the more favourably placed workers existed; their aim was to
make secure and improve the conditions of this class even at the
expense of the toorer section of the working class. They
unhesitating'y staked the future of the whole working class in
order to serve the immediate interests of a privilcgtdggrwp of
workers. This policy, even prior fo the war, roused antagonisms.
During the war, these antagonisms became more imenaiﬁed, apd
the reform'sts became more definitely social-patriotic and
nationalist, i.e., bourgeois, as the poverty of the masses increased.
This led to the sphiting up of the old organizations. When this
split took place, it was not only the revolutionaries who broke
away, but also those who imagined themselves to be revolutionary;
and these immediately, consciously or unconsciously, became the
agents of the reformists in the revolutionary camp.

When the twenty-one conditions destroyed all hopes of
finding a refuge in the Third International, and the anticipation
that Communism would be diverted towards reformism had
roved an illusion, this element flocked into the Two and a
{alf International. But the re-amalgamation with the avowed
reform'sts was regarded as inexpedient for the moment; for the
blood was still flowing from the wounds that Noske had inflicted
upon the prolefariat. The temper of the masses was running too
high to enable the reformist coalition ministers to masquerade as
socia'ists and leaders in the class struggle. For the time being
therefore the Two and a Half International scowled upon the
Second International. The Manifesto of the Berne Preliminary
Conference (December 1020) states: * The so-called Second Inter-
national is incapable of absorbng the vital force of the class
conscious proletariat, and is only a disturbing element in the
proletarian class struggle. The only thing remaining therefore
1s 10 form an In‘ernational cf revoiutionary socialist parties”
The manifesto then plunges into a bitter controversy with the
Third International. The Two and a Half International played
this game for quite a while. The protests against the “Moscow
Dictatorship”, are sharply expressed, while extenuating circum-
stances are dicovered for the sins of the reformists. Both the
Second and Third Internationals are in the wrong, but we pro-
nounce the Second International to be right,—was the logic of
the Two and a Half International. 1t behaved in a much more
grotesque fashion after the collapee of the Commission of Nine
set up by the Berlin Conference of the three Internationgls.
“The responsibility for the fact that an international congress
cannot be called, falls upon the Second International”, it then
stated, but immediately added: *“The Communists are disrupting
the Comm'ssion of Nine” After thus thrusting the blame for
{he failure to call a Congress of all the working class parties
upon the Third International, no real obstacles existed anY longer
for the merging of the Second and the Two and a Half Inter-
nationals. !
discussed at {he Socialist Unity Congress, was happily avoided.
However, for the tactical considerations already mentioned,
another year was allowed to pass by.
Half Infernational is returning home, and the Second Inter-
national will give it a triumphant welcome in Hamburg. The

be presented on the stage of world history. But { 0
of the two Intemmationals are very much mistaken if they

What does the mer,
signify? In the first place
radicalism. The only difference between the

ignifies the liquidation of pseudo-
s g reformi

can utterly ren

he danger that socialist principles would have to be
Now -the Two and a

touching biblical idyll of the return of the prodigal son will
gentlemen

inuii‘ne that the proletariat will be willing to act the part of

the latted cal ! :

gm* of the two reform'st Internationals
i

‘ ists and
{he centrists lies in their appraisal of revolutionary ideology. .~
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s l;:: only ullo be
rfiuous but impossible. The contradiction between the re-
g gl?mlt ractice and the revolutionary phraseology of the Two
and a Half International, between the actual deeds and the
i ridiculous phantasies which they would palm off on the working
class as Marxian theories, have become so palpable that the
radical gestures that stand for reformist deeds no longer work.
The masquerade has no longer any purpose; the masks are
gemoved. The theoreticians of the Cenire openly avow them-
selves as reformists. Kautsky has made a beginmng. Otto
Bauer whom the Austrian communists at one time dubbed
1 the Master of Ceremonics of Reformism, follows suit. Hitherto
he has maintained a Marxian pose, but recently he has found
@ strong Marxist justification for the wildest reformist excesses.
Now he has earned the title of the Marxian Hocus-Pocus. In an
essay written on the occasion of the Fortieth Anmiversary of
the death of Karl Marx, he makes a reformist confession of
faith. Marx's method, he writes, outstrips Marx's theses; Marx
overcomes Marx., Although this is false, it is nevertheless true
that the psendo-Marxists are outstripping themselves and reducin,
~ themselves to absurdity. In Hamgu:g, avowed and unabash
i reformists will meet. o
What is the fulure of the Hamburg International? The
reformist united iront will not only extend from. Adler to Noske,
but far into the camp of the bourgeoisie. It will be a proletarian-
bourgeois united front, and this says all that need be said. The
moment a Labor Party takes up the attitude that the interests
of the workers of one country are more closely bound up with
the bourgeoisie of that couniry than with the interests of the
workers of another country—which is in fact the attijude taken
by the reformists—it deprives the proletariat that follows it
3 :’ the possibility of having its own movement, and robs it
L, of histerical independence. The workers will become a political
. . appendage to the bourgeoisie; an inconvenient, irksome and
troublesome appeudage, but an appendage for all that. The
. actions of the Labor movement will become dependent upon the
movemenis of the bourgeoisie. A bourgeois-proletarian united
front is also a nationalist united front. This means that the
reformists in the various countrics will be able to play at pro-
; letarian iniernationalism only <o long as the bourgeoisie of
iR these particular countries maintain some kind of intercourse
with each other. The Second International experienced this in
spite of the fact that it existed in peacetime. It was not a fighting
organization, it was not an association for action but a debating
. aed yet the first shot in the war finished it. How then
is it possible for such a reformist miernational to exist at a time
when war bas become the normal state of aifairs, when the
2 bourgeoisie of the various countries are preparing at any mom:nt
] to rush upou each other and to Yhmge the world into a fresh
& 7 uot the occupation of the Ruhr indicate what pro-
3 s the reformist International has? It convened a Conference
\ CGerman aud French socialists, at which the French socialists
| " urged upon the Germans the need for meeting the requirements
»..  of victorious French imperialism, and on the other hand the
& German socialists pleaded with the French on behali of the
it poor weak German capitalists. An lnternational composed of
such elements is dead belore it has to live We com-
munisis have split the parties led by treacherous social democrats
: " it the the reformists
again 1o s roletariat.
Hamburg ress mrEn an advance. It
The Centre is

the policy of revolutionary rases a

in two 'l'a camps,
ism, w appeared
all. It

the workers, weary of social-democratic policy, from lapsing into
indifference, and to lead them towards the revolution. It wili
be easier to do this, also, because Soviet Russia is aboyt 1o
snatch out of the hands of the reformists the last weapon against
the revolution. When to-day,the social-democratic leaders, evea
during the smallest strike which they are endeavouring fo strangle,
find themselves hard pressed, their press undertakes a divertive
offensive by opening an aitack on Soviet Russia. The more
impatient the workers become with the labor leaders, thg lorgg.r
and more numerous become the articles on Bolshevi%. alrocitics.
Soviet Russia is the bogey with which the social-demociTis try (0
scare the workers away from the revolution. But this game is
becoming played out. The (ruth about Soviet Russia is becoming
known. 't is becoming known that Bolshewism which has
defeated its external encmies, is also mastering its internal
difficulties, great as they are. This deprives the social-democrats
of their last argument against the revolution. The proletarian
forces striving for the flight, are breaking their last chains.
The United &"ruut of the revolutionary proletariat is bemng
formed.

Class-conscious Workers! Remember the greal achieve-
menis of your Russian brothers! Remember the %rcal sacrifices
they have willingly made and will make again! Renew your
efforts!

Down with the capitalist-reformist united front!

Up with the revolutionary-proletarian United Front!

Down with the futile efforts to revive the corpse of the

~ Second International!

Long Live the Revolutionary Communist luternationall

The Executive Committece of the Communist International.

ECONOMICS

Survey of the World-Economic
Situation in the 1st Quarter of 1923

1. Englard and tac possiblities of intermediat on

~ ““Happily there are but few cases in history in which the
destinies o1 the world have got into such a hopeless cu! de sac
as we have experienced in the last few weeks.”

The Economist of March 17, thus characterizes the per-
plexity of English politicians, Asquith followed exactly the same
train of thought when he spoke in the House of Commons of the
“well meauinF impotence ™ of English polities. To us it seems
as if the English * wait and see” policy is the sole possible one
for England at the present juncture. Moreover, that English
policy 1s by no means as passive as it would appear.

The present English policy in the reparations question is
the consistent continuation of Lloyd George’s policy. France's
hope that a change in the English government would be accom-
panied by a change in her policy with regard to the reparations
question has proved unfounded. The opinion has indeed been ex-
pressed that England’s policy has changed in so far as Lloyd
George was mainly supported by the large industrial bourgeoisie,
while.Bonar Law has closer relations with the financial capitalists
and holders of government bonds, that is, with those strata most
inierested in bringing the dollar back to par. However, even if
such a difference in policy does exist, we hold it to kg unimpor-
tant with regard to England’s attitude in the reparations question.
England’s present gohc does not differ in any essential feature
from that ued by. Lloyd George. .
England's position has been strengthened by two facts

_period covered bLthis report: 1. By the agreement
_ with Awvrica on the debt question, which been
seitled in a masuer financially very favorable to England, and
has simultaneously removed a serious stumbling block in the wa
of Anglo-American friendship.” 2. The fact that the En‘bl‘
;::dymmt has closed with a surplus of 102 mil-
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for the air service show England fo be in possession of 371 first
class military aeroplanes at the present time, while France has
1260. Should the present building program be maintained, then,
by the (ear 1925 the proportion will be: 575 : 2180. Lord Birken-
head—{ormerly held fo be Francophile—declared that: “he did
not undersiand how a nation owing such gigantic sums to Fng-
land could undertake these extensive armaments at a momeut
when there was not the slightest prospect of one Jpenn of this
debt being paid, either now or in the near fuiure. Tﬁe secre-
tary for the air service declared the situation to be rendered
more difficult by the circumstance that three quarters of the
collective French air fleet is stationed at home, in France, while
iwo thirds of the English aeroplanes are kept permanently
overseas, .

If we further consider the fact that France is equipped
with much superior and more numerous submarines than was
Germany during the great war; that a submarine attack could
be much more successiully carried out from the closely adjacent
French ports than from the distant German ones, the nulitary
nferiorily of England as compared with France becomes
obvious; and with it the reascn why England is vigilantly waiching
the Ruhr adventure, in the jiope that this experiment will run
into such a blind alley that English intervention and even partici-
pation in the spoil may become possible.

Iherefore England continues to ceclare repeatedly that she
is not in agreement with France’s methods; that she considers
the attempt futile; but that everything notwithstanding ske con-
twiues to be France's ally, and will not undertake any inter-
vention unless so desired by France. As early as Jan. 19, the
Times wrote:

“Industry, especially in so highly developed a region
2s the Ruhr area, is a very delicate plant, and cannot be
expected to bear [ruit regularly if seized by violence and

laced under foreign control, especially when nalional feeling

is viclently provoked. It would not be surprising if France
were 1o decide, after a brief trial, to miiigate the system oi
force for a while, and to seek milder methods”.

On Jan. 22, the Daily Telegraph refused to print an article
hy Lloyd George on account of its sharp anli-French tendency.
Upon this the [imes comments:

“If the German resistance is based on the hope of
foreign intervention, then it is entirely misled. This country
will certainly not ntervene, and we do not see the slightost
prospect of an American action.”

Ou the other hand, the English governmental press regrets
again and again that the French po[iicy of occupation is con-
fronted with so many difficulties, and emphasizes England’s
faithfulness. The Daily Telegraph writes on Feb. 22:

“However little we may agree with the French policy,
and however seriously we may regard its pessibilities,
France still remains our Ally. {‘his 1s the cardinal point,
whichi must not be obscured, or hazarded by our conduct,
In our opinion there is no doubt as to the justification of
France's action.”

The great speech held by Bonar Law in Parlizment on
Feb. 19th, was in the same fone,

And this tone, determinedly maintained by the govern-
mental press, is not lessened in importance by the sharply
antagonistic view cx‘prcssed bly many radical and opfosilioual
organs. The New Statesman for instance, writes as follows:

o It is true that France is now our enemy, the

bitterest and most dangerous enmemy we have in the whole
world. Can any one of our critics dispute this s'atement?

Can one name a more outspoken or more dangerous enemy?

Can he find—even in Moscow—a press which attacks us as

the Paris newspapers do? Can he mention a single important
uestion in Europe, or outside of the continent, in which
rency policy does not run in diametrical opposition 10 ours,

or in which the French government does not either openl;
combat us or, as at Lausanne, secreily frusirate our ends
Can he dispufe that France is (¢ ala chetadle io the way

of the creation of a real League of Nations, and of the

1 towards general disarmament?

ly the enemy of Great Britain,

endeavors of Great Brifain, :hy

the League of Nations, is equally rejected, The under secrefary
of state McNeill, of pro-French tendencies, declares openly that
“the League of Nations is not rooted deeply eucugh in (he mi

of the peoples”, and he ‘“could well imagine that the League of
Nations could be shatiered by the first attempt 0 set it in
motion”. On the other hand the English government has by no
means been as inactive as might appear from its official
dementis. As a matter of fact England has succeeded in iso-
lating Frauce more and more. ltaly is not actually taking any
Fa{l in the eccupation action, and a dilettante attempt on Musso-
ini's part to form a Franco-Italian-Belgian-German confinental
bloc against England, was repulsed and defeated ! England in
a somewhat brutal manner. At the Lausaune conference England
succeeded in giving the proceedings such a turn tiat they went
to pieces for the time being on France's demands. England
managed fo work upon Belgium so effectively that the Brussels
conference ended in Poincar’s retreat.  And finally, it can
scarcely be doubted that the German resistance is approved by
England, thcugh not officially.  As to America, it is entirely at
one with Engiand in this matter,

On the other hand, Ergland persists in spreading reports,
through the medium of her Paris correspondents, of France's
readiness to negotiate. Thus the Times of March 14th:

The time scems to be quite near when Englaud will be

called upou to take part in the so'ution of the &uhr problem,
In this way England has prepared the soil for a solution
which will accord with her own interests.

Aitemots at solutlions and intermediation

It is not our task to discuss here all the purely diplomatic,
open and secrer nego'iations which have been carried on, almost
uninterruptedly, among the great powers during the last
3 months. The fact is that the question has lately begun to
revolve around the problem of who is going to take the iirst step.
The leading question is wheiher the negotiations are to take
place belore the Ruhlr area is evacuated, as demanded by France,
or after evacuation, as des'red by Germany. Here it must be
observed that Germany's policy m this matter is completely
incousistent, and changes from day 1o day under the pressure of
the nationalists. Rasenberg, in Lis speech of Mar. 27., refers to
the suggestion made by the Awmerican secretary of state Hughes
on Nov. 20, 1022, approves in principle the suggesied ascers
tainment of Germany's paying capacity by an international come
mission of business men, and declares {iernmny's readiness to
grant (0 a loan consortium all securities designated as leESﬁ:‘?
for a reparations loan. He spoke further to the following effect:
“In the course of diplomatic conversations the German .
government has imparted these views fo the most important
powers interesied in the faie of Europe, but not directly
taking part in the Rubr conilict; the German government has
done this without putting forward any claims or- expressing
any wishes, but at the same time has drawn atiention to the
difficulties offered b{ the problem of what security can be
given to Germany that the territories occupie” beyond the ]
limits stated in iie Versailles treaty will be evacuated, and
the conditions prescribed by the treaty restored in- the Rhine
couniry. Apart from the daily increasing sufferings of the
population, and the attendant danger of an outbreak of the
passions thus roused among the people, the problem is
extremely important, for the government cannot imagine it as
possible for any expert commission fo form any ceriain
1udlgmcnl on Germany's actual paying tapac§t‘y until this
violent intervention in German economic life, and the
resultant destruction of values, has been put an end to. The
German government also sees 1o possibility that the German
people can la( aside their sole weapon, that of passive ,
resistance, unless their opponents also withdraw along the i
line of status quo ante” ‘
In reply to Rosenberg’s speech, Poincaré recently declared
that France has no inclination whatever to let Germany's re
Elntion debt, the amount of which is already ii.ud] be revised
non-participanis; and in the English Jmﬁulalt cNeill de-
clared that Rosenberg’s speech does n brba‘u any further
forward, and the government cannot regard proposition” as
fruitful or profitable at the present moment. $
1t seems that the
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of time. Many signs of lessened resistance are (o be actually
observed. The French are succeeding — very slowly it i§ true,
but sfeadil —in gaining ground. e railways are being con-
trolled by the French to an increasing extent; the export of coal
and coke is on the upgrade, though this is very slow; the cases
become more and more numerous where German officials under-
take French service, and where German firms ignore the prohi-
bitions of the German government and make use of the French
export and import offices, etc. Although French heavy industry
m'f?zu severely from the shortage of coal and coke, still it seems
to us that the economic life of France can stand this trial longer
than that of Germany. And as the inlerests of German and
French heavy industry are by no means irreconcilable, an under-
standin wil{ be arrived at before loni.. o

(?now appears that Loucheur has taken up the initiative
in this question, At the beiinuing of April he ftravelled to
London, conferred there with kzld George and Bonar Law; and
the fact that the organ of English foreign trade, the Daily Tele-
graph occupied itself in detail with the question, proves that this

n is serwsly considered. The essence of the plan is a return
Kwuthe original project of a joint regulation of the reparations
and debt question. Stated briefly, this plan is as follows: .

The debls owed by the Entente powers to the United
States are to be taken over by Germany. Besides this, Germany
is to pay France tne sum of 26 milliard marks. The Rubr area
is {o be demilitarized suﬁes but rapidly; but the Rhine
country is to be separated from Prussia,and to form an independent
federal state, which would then be demilitarized under the suKr-
vision of the League of Nations. In order to render these
financial measures possible, the mark is to be stabilized at about
its t level, and a great reparations loan raised, guaranteed
by the possessing classes in Germany,

This plan has been received very coldly by the German
bourgeois press. But on the other hand the plan is likely to
remain in abeyance until the United States agree to pass the
debts owed them by the Entente countries—England excepted of
course—onto Cermany; and at present there is not much
prospect of this '

Though this plan may perhaps not be the final one, still
there can be little doubt but that a solution will soon be reached
on the basis of 2 similar project. The essential feature of the
step taken by Loucheur, i which he is obviously acting with
Poincare’s a t, is that Poincaré has at last abandoned his
standpoint that the Ruhr question is a purely Franco-German
affair. The Ruhr occupation is now to be dealt !
all the allies The French press has already given nofice of a
new conference of Entente ministers to be held shortly, to discuss
reparation and Ruhr questions. This would signify a retreat
on the part of France, but by no means a German victory. Should
the Loucheur —or one similar to it—be accepted, it would
mean that of the three possible ways of colonizing Germany (as
explained in our last re :nl:( France alone, by America alone,
or internationally as Engla wishes) the last of the three
possibilities is victorious!

I1. Special section

ain, the stabilization of the mark has made one
fact obcgnouc "which we have often enough emphasized; that pre-
duction in Germany is costly, that when the mark is stabilized
QGerman prices are higl:r than those of the world market. On
this point the speech held by Siemens at a general meew:rlqs
roused much discussion. Following is an extrlc:;] ok o

“The small interest yielded by the capital invested—the
Siemens-Schuckert works pay 80 % dividends, but only
016% of this in gold—is a great danger for Germau
industry. There could not be a situation in which the mottos
stagnation is relrogression, is more applicable than here.
If the capital invested in Germany cannot earn suilable
interest, it will turn to other markets. Apparent speculative

ains have hitherio supplied the place of the lacking interest,

gul cannot be permanent.

We pointed out in our report that the orders received are
noticeably fewer. This movement continues. Our prices in
Germany are higher than the world market prices . . ..

11 we cannot succed in reducing expenses fo their formee
level and in increasing production, so that capital can earn
a suitable rate of interest, and the costs of manufacture can
be levelled up with the world market prices, then it will not
be possible to carry on German indusiry any longer.”

It is precisely the same train of thought as we find i the
ulterances of Stinnes and Thyssen, quoted in our last report.
More work, less real wages, fewer unproductive officials—this
is the program of the large German bourgeoisie. _

Unemployment has greatly increased during the period
of this report. The number of unemployed among members of
trade unions was as follows:

Fully employed % Part-timers %

December 1922 , . , . ., 182955 28 — 8
,!_lnunry 1923 . . . . . 252873 44 651244 13,—
ebruary (24) 1923 . . . — 5.7 - 165

We observe that’even in January the labor market was in
the midst of a crisis, Data for March have not yet been published.

Coal, Neither Germans nor French have issued any data
on production in the Ruhr since the occupation. In the other
colliery districts production is unaltered; some collieries are
working extra shifts, but as a rule this is not being done.
According 1> our estimate, production is about 60 % that of 1922.

The resultant shoriage is being chiefly covered by the
import of foreign coal. This coal comes mainly from England,
in the second place from the United States, and more recently
even from South Africa, from Czecho-Slovakia, and Poland. The
importance of the import must not be over-estimated; the import
from England, which supplies the most, scarcely exceeded, in
January and lz'ebruary, that of some of the months of last year,

1913 1921 1922 1923
Tons Tons Tons Tons
anuary . . . . 098000 14 393 247313 600 000
I’ebnu{'y. . . o 594000 48 909 459 889 1 200 000
Mra .« » o 615000 67732 467718 1500000
April . . ., . . 805000 8 700 256 618
M" L Ml(m -re 601473
Jun: . . . . . T72000 - 850 044
July . . . . . 867000 19769 1133402
August . . . ., 798000 124524 1165228
. . « 834000 101530 1060801
Otober . . . . 836000 114333 | 918 508¢
November . . . 677000 99 610 736 153
De ember . . . 600000 125000 400 000
For d this export is of great importance, it

As regards lignite, the production has almost invariably
iwused::ldllyuiisgel‘)ls. and has exceeded coal production
value is of course muck

since June of last year, Its hea
lower. Uuﬁlthendidkoﬂ’ coal
a slight reduction in price followed the im

ad
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The position of the fextile indu-try is favorable 1o a cerfain
exient, as about one fifth of the spinning and weaving mills fall
1o the occupied terrifory, inhabited by one fifth of the population,
so that their products can be sold within these limits. It must
not be forgotien that the occupied territory comprises 12 million
inhabitants, as many as a Balkan state—so it is possible to keep
house here for a while! It is only in the silk indusiry that
%uslneul is worse, and more and more workers are working part

me only.

. Tra ‘ic has as yet been litile disturbed by the Ruhr occu-

rtxon. The number of trains run has been rcduced somewhat,
ut nothluf is heard of transport difficulties. The same applies
to water fraffic. German maritime shipping is developin
rapidly again; the shipyards are working at ftop spe«f
tljamburg’a shipping traffic is again the greatest on the con-
inent. .

The following figures sum up the foreign trade results
for the year 1922 and January 1923.

Foods ufls Raw mater, Firished Gold and

d i-
bev.el;lxu -'::unn. goods silver -

Iopyx: 000 Goibe hun reiwdi h's
1918 117005 597 010 12493 15.7 728 324
1922 650 736 288 767 18 946 5.5 458 757

Expott:
1913 63 682 690 255 93 161 15 737148
1922 14429 142719 58 361 13 215 6563

We observe a great shrinkage of the whole of foreign
irade; only the importation of finished goods has increased.
A conspicuous detail is the decreased import of fodder barley
(10 % of 1913), rice, tropical and other frui's, butler, -cheese,
and lard. On the other hand the importation of brandy has
increased twenty fold. Among the raw materials, the
importation of cotton has been reduced by half; the decrease is
6.ill greater in timber, oil-cake, etc. Coal has become an import
article.

In January mports amounted to 47.3 million double cwt,,
export to 13.1 double cwt. The consequences of the Ruhr occu-
pation are already to be observed here.

The foreign trade values, expressed in millions gold marks,
are as follows:

Impoits  Exp ts ITP f"'s’
May—December 1921 , , , ., 40149 24013 1618 6
1922:
anuary . . . . . s e s o 3304 3264 50
CUTUA Y o o o o o o« o « o 8596 2979 617
AT i . o ¢ o o o o o o« » D633 3240 239 2
Apil . « + v ¢« o . o ¢ . BUBO 327.0 1810
May. « . ¢ ¢ ¢ o JRE 565 2 416.2 149.0
un.....-.....()ﬁ-l.ﬁ 4279 136.7
WE ¢ & = © ¢ & 'a &0 & » GOEB 346.3 348.5
August . « « . . ¢« o .o . ., 8451 2648 290.3
September., . . . . . ., . . 4218 200.9 130.9
Ociober . « « « 5 o o o » B3LY 2914 240.3
November. . ., . . . . . . 5362 255,2 281.0
December » « » o o o o . . 6898 423.0 166.8
anuary—December 1922 , | | 62005 89100 2230 5
anuary 1923 ., ., . . . . b638 3114 2524

We must observe that the correctness of these foreign
trade data is continually doubted in Germany itself. We need
not occupy ourselves with this question at the moment; but it is
difficult to discover how these 2)4 milliards of deficit have been
covered. Germany received no loans, private credit at most.
Mark notes were scarcely t at all this year as speculation!
How was it paid in spite of this? b
. Far Only one possibility remains; that

in country in

estimated at 7100 milliards. The monthly increase of the deficit
is shown by the following figures, in milliards of marks:

1022: Apiit ., . . . 9 1022; November , , 23568
May. « « + o 83 December . . 656
June, . . . . 57 1923: January. ., ., 5867
Juy. . . .. 127 rebruary . . 1506.6
August . , , , 245 Mr ., , 80028
September . . . 119.6 LoApri . ., 6029
Ociober. . . , 1627

In March the revenues cover 10% of the expenditures
only,—a situation much worse than in Soviet Russia!

This enormous increase of state expenditure is an imme-
diate result of the Ruhr occupation. We append a very
interesting compilation of Helfferich’s from a Reichstag commue-
nicaion:

In th: current fiscal year the finances of the state were as

follows:
Sk e bo 0l tmy e I
admini- ol home working stueand cariving of the
stralion admini-  admini-  working out slate
stration  stration  admio. ace
realy
1922 Mi iuds i ma s
April 70 145 + 75 03 + 7.2 162 9.0
May 123 210 + 87 09 + 8 6.1 8.3
une 1.1 216 4 105 28 4+ 17 185 5.8
uly 204 261 + b7 1.9 + 88 166 128
August 44 420 4+ 76 120 — 44 191 215
Sept. 90 444 — Hl6 425 — 41 2656 1196
Oct. 102 679 — 8256 711 ~—103.6 491 1527
Nov, 1634 1449 — 183 789 — 97.2 1381 23560
Dec. 441.7 2310 2107 2573 4630 1880 65,36

From this ma¥ be seen that during the first four months
Germany's “home” finances showed a surplus of 26,5 milliard
paper marks, at that time about 205 million gold marks. Ger-
many would (hus have been able to pay about 800 million gold
marks annually without incurring any deficit in her state
finances, Since then the situation has become considerably
worse, and is in this year catastrophic. The cause of this is the
depreciation of the mark, which brings about a corresponding
increase of state expenditure, but not an icrease in revenue, for
the direct taxes paid by the propertied classes are paid in the
nominal amounts prescribed by laws based on a currency which
has since sunk to a fraction of its original value, The wage
tax of the workers, deducted weekly from their wages, is of
course an exception {o this rule. In this manner a state of affairs
is arrived at which is calculated to rouse the utmost indignation,
the fact that, despite the nominal progressivity of income tax
as applied to high incomes, 80 % of the sum raised by income
tax was obtained from the wages tax; at the present time the
share of income tax paid by the propertied classes amounts to
about 5% .. And still Heljferich ) has the cheek to speak
of the “heroic exertions of the German people” in fax paying.
In the month of February the f{otal revenue from taxation
amounted to 310 milliard marks, equal to about 60 millions gold
marks. Of this sum the indirect taxes and the income tax were
paid bwhe proletariat. And what did the rich man pay?
e have detailed data for the month of January, The
amounis received were:
milliards marks
revenue from all direct taxation . ., . . . . , 1519
less 80 % income tax borne by the working class 75.6
Total of direct taxes paid by the propertied classes 82.3

In gold marks, about 15 millions. This is the “heroic
exertion” of the German bourgeoisie, The latest faxation reform
will bring no essential changes.

The increase of paper currency. The number of banke
noles in circulation naturally increases with the mh‘ floating
debt of the country, The rate of increase has as follows:

Banknotes in circulation, in millions of marks:

7 922 . . . 172736
. m3
. ..
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| 23 Febr, o + « + . 3,123540
3 ’- mu . w s 3.5!2.7&
i 7. March . . . . . 3871,2%
i 15 March . . . . . 4272511
| 23, March . . . . . 495563
| 20. Mareh . . . . . 5517919
‘ 7. April . . . . . 50624113

It may be observed that the period required fcr the
amout of paper money in circulation to dcuble becomes shorter
and shorter.

The action in sumwl v{ the mark. Under the influence of
the Ruhr occupation, dollar rose to 4400 on January 3lI,
and even reached 50,000 for a short time; the Reichsbank then
commenced its action in support of the mark, and within two
weeks the rate of exchange of the dollar had been forced back to
£0,000—22,000.") at which level it has since remained,

We already dealt with this action in the introductory
section, We have only to observe here that the mark buyers in
France alse contribute to the support of the mark. On this
subject the Bergwerkszeitung wriles on March 13, as follows:

“The Reichsbank’s presemt policy with regard to

securities is closely bound mwith the political events and

the resultant change of atiit abroad; the policy has only

been rendered possible at all by Framce's defiance of the

i rights of nations. The mighty masses of troops sent by the

i Freach republic had to be equi with German money in

g order to maintain themselves in the Rubr area. The French

i government had marks bought in New York to the approxi-

mate value of 16} milliards, and this purchase, combined

with those underiaken hl the Belgian govermment in Rotter-

dam, Amsterdam, and London, led to a slabilization of the

mark. This siluation was skilfully utilized by the Reichs-

bauk, which at once threw on the market the reserves of

securities which were to pay the Fr loian reparation

instalments, thus forcing the dollar back to half its relative
value”

The situation of the workin* class bas not been improved

in the least by the stabilization of the mark. The stabilization

,of the mark is the universal si for the capilalist to stop all

increases in wages—except in the Ruhr area—and as the refail

have continued to rise, and the cost of living with them,

situation of the working class has become worse. Unemploy-

ment and part-lime work are greatly on the increase.

FASCISM

:n In spite of Fascism!
By Bavera Camilla.

ioday, the Fiat works in Turin are for the workers only

the reminiscence of a force which once impressed its character on

the whole town. For the group of workers ,who imparied to the

men employed in the Fiaf works that uuity

ﬂ

tmmud

which they once possessed, have been driven irom the lactory,

are replaced faithful ers. The em-
were of 0 that by these
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+ discharged at once. The reformist leaders of the metal workers’
union now opposed the Fascist list by a list of their union. The
communist trade union committee explained to the “Fiat” workers
the necessily aof realizing the united front, and of voting for the
list of the class organization, which must be supported against
the Fascist organization, despite all the errors committed by the
reformist leaders.

The Communists and Maximalists recommended their
followers and sympathi~ers to support the list of the metal
workers’ union.  Although tnis summons was not issued until
shortly before the election, the workers followed this watchword,
with fhe exception of about 1000, who were unable to overcome
their aversion to the reformists. The meial workers' union
received 3,534 voies, the Fascisti received 1,392, the Catholic
people’s party 3¢C. 1,036 votes were*invalid. The votes faling
to the Fascisti may appear numerous to those who remember
the Fiat works of 10,720, but the number is far from satise
factory to those who have expended so much trouble and expense
in the attempt to kill the revolulionary spirit among the workers
The resu'ts of the Fiat works election shows, that it is impossibie
to suppress our movement; it shows that our victory is assured,
despite everything!

eta——

Circular to all workers

The International Committee of Action requesis that it be
furnished with current reports of all meetings held for propa.
ating a general action by the workers against war danger and
ascism, and in particular for the Frankiort resolufions; of all
resolutions and motions passed in the workshops; of the number
of meefings held; on the attendance and feeling of the meetings;
and on the reception accorded to foreign speakers. Up to now thie
has not been done, and thus the Committee of Action is not yet in
a position a form an accurate idea of the success of the propa-
ganda for the Frankfort resolution.

At all meetings collections should be made among the
workers for the propaganda of the International Committee of
Action. We beg that these collections be made with all possible
energy, in order that the Committee of Action, or the organiza-
tions affiliated to it, are placed in possession of the financial
means required to enable them to carry on their propaganda with
increased energy.

With international greetings,
The International Committee of Action against
War Danger and Fascism.

Note: All labor papers are requesied to reprinf. Money
should be sent fo: Mrs Frida Diiwell, Berlin C, Rosenthaler
Strasse 38.

IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES
The Death of Mariov

By Karl Radek.

. The news of Martov's death will cause the deepest grief
in the ranks of his party comrades, in the ranks of the
Menshevist party of which he was the most gifted leader. In the
ranks of the fighting Russian proletariat the news will awaken
recollections of those decades when the Russian molulioal'zz
proletariat fought side by side with the petty bourgeoisie, awhi
at that time still played a revolutionary role.

L. Martov (],"O. Zederbaum) took active part, since the
nineties, in the revolutionary and labor movement in Russia, and
was one of the most gifted writers of ussian emancipation
movemen!. He participated energetica tlein that ideological

le, whose result was the schism of the revolutionary move-
ment into proletarian-Bolshevist and petty-bourgeois-Menshe-
vist camps. )
lntheﬁruvomdo(&tg’x;amw h::ighh'wbt.lhe
ar, Martov treated m 0 "Blopm

of the revolutionar it up to the moment
sections of Russian social
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the conceptions of the proletarian movement. ‘The revotutionary
struggle of the prolelariat was his leading thought. It is likely
that his last thoughts were for the emancipation of the working
class. But objectively, Martov was bound up with precisely that
section of one-time revolutionary intelligentzia, with that section
of the prolefariat, whose petty-bourgeois characier rendered it
incapable of breaking with the bourgeoisie.

If we attempt to concentrate into one formula the substance
of the history of shevism, it may be said that the movement
has either been one ing from the western border districts
of Russia, where the proletarian masses live least divided from
the petty bourgeoisie of the city, or the movement of those classes
of workers which have lived in closest coutact with
the peasautry. These elements of th: working class have shown
themselves magnificently able to grasp, mentally, the general
formulas of Marxism, but they have proved incapable of
extracting from the science of Marxism, a science showing them
how to assemble all the revolutionary forces of Russia for the
struggle against Tsarism, for the struggle against the bour-
geosie. These preachers of Marxism have lived far away from
the broad stream of revolutionary struggle, and without faith in
the mighiy creative forces inherent in the working masses. The
Menshevist intelligentzia has filled the working masses with
disbelief in their own powers, but with a slavish admiration for
the cuitural power of the bourgeoisie. Menshevism staked
everything on the alliance with the cultural city bourgeoisie, and,
without realizing its counter-revolutionary character, feared the
“ wild” town proletariat. Menshevism failed to grasp that no
proletarian culiure can be created without the destruction of
capifalism.

This tragedy of Menshevism began on the - day when
Martov and his friends issued the slogan, of alliance with
the liberal bourgeoisie, instead of alliance with ‘he peasantry.
This sealed the fate of Menshevism; from this moment
onwards it played a counter-revolutionary role. And it was just
because Martov was the most gified representative of Menshe-
vism that the counter-revolutionary par{ played by the party
which he headed was reilected most clearly in him.

Mariov was aptly characterized by comrade Trotzky by
the remark that no otheér writer has made such extensive use of
Marxism for the purpose of falsifying revolutionary truth as
Martov. Martov's role was mosi clearly expressed during the
war, and during the February revolution. From the first day of
the war onwards, Martov was an internationalist. He coutri-
buied much to the clarification of the tasks ol internationalism
as opposed to the ¢ tunism of the Second lnternational. But
at the same time, he defended the part played by his iriends in the
Duma. At the beginning of the February revolution, after
the first steps taken b{‘ the so-called provisional governmeut,
which was supported by his {riends Tzeretelli, Tcheidze, and Dan,
Martov was obliged to addgw e the bankruptev of Menshe-
vism, and to found the party of the so-called intermationalist
Mensheviki. In the course ol conversation with many Bolshe-
viki, he spoke of a ruthless struggle against the Mensheviki, and
of the possibility of having to join forces with the Bolsheviki. On
the station at Stockholm, when Martov was luving for Petrograd,
and took leave of the present writer, he said: “I hope that we
shall fight for one cause”. But up to the end of the February
revolution Martov could not decxn to sever himsell from the
national defenders, despite his many uuj:isuu to them. His
inclination fowards the anti-revolutionary ideolosv of Menshevism
was stronger than his iniernationali And hence it came that
Mariov, on the day following the Ottober revolution, when his

peasantry,

Tev sts. The role played by him in the hist

is a reflection of all the v tions passed through by the pett
bourgeois stratum to which he belonged, At tae moment when
there was a danger that the landowners’ counter-revolution might
be victorious, Martoy stood for the defen.e of Soviet power. But
even at the most critical moment of battle he could mever desist

from the lamentations which he called criticism.
Suredi had the lan revolution

when appeared ah,nui:‘;lu """5'.':1&":
as
revolution. It was not b: but a
of o
would

5 result of

Russian revclution, and loudly proclaimed the slogau of remov
of all hindrances to bourgeox’s devdogguﬂ. the 2
struggle of Menshevism against Bolshevism Marfov denied a
relationship between Russian Menshevism and European refors
mism, although joining hands at the same time with the most
obvious reformism.

Martov was the sincerest and most unselfish rxpresentative
of that onetime revolutionary petty-bourgeoisie which a
companied the Russian proletariat many steps on ifs road, an
at his grave-side we can say: “ Farewell for ever! Never a ain
will the Russian proletariat join hands with that party of which
you were the sincerest and most gifted leader”,

The International of General, Equal
and Open Abjeciness!
By N. Bukharin.

Maoscow, May 1, 1923, '

A permanent feature of the proletariat's May Day hag
been the slogan: “War on War”! By this question any organis
zation whaisoever may best be tested, since every servility,
every treaty with the bourgeoisie, every friendship with the emw-
ployer, every treason (o the class interests of the proletariat, finds
its ~highest expression in the attitude of the organization in
question fo the bourgeois state: in the defence of its imferests,
of its machinery, of its expansion.

On this rock the Second luternational suffered shipwreck
in the ‘yur 1914!

t is therefore exiremely interesting to raise (he question
as to how matters stand to day, when an actual war is proceeds
ing in Europe: the echo and the latest wave from the world events
of 1014 to 19018.

Not to lose too many words, we say ai once: on the
occasion of French Imperialism’s Ruhr outrage, the Second and
the Amsterdam lInternationals acted precisely as in the year
1914. All the parties and organizations of these *lnternationals”
ran away from owe another and took up their “mational”
tions; all have straightway crawled ‘o the mouse-hole of the
state interests of their own bourgeoisie.

Unfor.unately, we have no tme io read the whole Social
Pairiotic press. We know, indeed, ?udc well what the “Socialism’
of Mssrs. Vandervelde, Ebert, and Henderson is worth, But ev
time that we begin to concern ourselves with the exploits
these gentlemen, at once the utier abiectness of these heroes
jeaps into view; they are in reality stld more abject than wa
had thought.

Yes, it is frue. Let us wrn to the facts.

As is known, before the Ruhr outrage of the French, the
entire Sccial-Patriotic menagerie, with the bourgeois 'Enciﬁstt,
with humanitarian and sentimental ladies and with the *“‘pro-
gressive” parsons, assembled in an international congress in the
zoological gardens of the Hague. -

This company framed exceedingly radical resolutions and
promised, in the event of a war or danger of war, to employ
“every means of struggle” up to the general strike.

The Social-Patriotic sireus anuocunced in every sireet the
rebirth of the glorious Internationnal, the power of the Social
Democracy and the like. In every key they sang almost of the
dawn of a new era m the history of mankind.

But it came about, that the Freach invaded the Ruhbr
province and the war began. Aund what happened then?

See and hear! ;

On the-same day there arose in the Belgian Chamber of
Deputies Vandervelde, the leader of the Second Iuternational,
the counsel for the Social-Revolutionaries, the maker of {he Vers
sailles Peace, the Socialist of Socialists, a Menshevik m
Mensheviks, the humanest of the hyman, in a word, the
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Upon whom, indeed? U&u defeated Germany, at whose

head stands none other than onsieur Vandervelde’s comrade

of the “International”, Herr Ebert!

o g ey B emmtionar
mational solidari s —({his *‘International™
What couldmbe mp::i‘ec’:t m a mode of procedure?

But this is by no means an isolaied instance. At the
session of the Cmtnl‘unmitlee of the Beliun Socialist (11
Party, still lovelier voices let themselves be hearl.

“(:‘wlgc Hubin declared his solidarity with Vandervelde
and said: .

“1 greatly regret, that the Vorwdris has recommended a
rolest strike to the workers of the Rubr province. The German
gocid Democracy, which has done nothmj‘ to provide against
a situation in which (he German prolefariat is enriching
Stinnes, recommends a strike when it is a question of working
in the interest of the payment of Reparations. ... We need
the Reparations. Socialism is not only peace, but also justice. ..

Consider the logic of this! Because the German
Social-Democrats, their comrades of the same “lnter-
pational”, have not made a revolution and overthrown Stinnes
(observe, incidentally, that for this it would have been necessary
fo withdraw from the Second International), ~the Belgian
Socialists must now, “for the sake of justice” and in the name
of Socialism, support Monsieur Poincaré and his gendarmes and
assistant headsmen! . . :

D+ Bruckére declared at the same session, that the name
of Scheidemann was covered with “everlasting shame". (Scheide-
mang is one of de Bruckére’s comrades of “International”.)

René Branquart remarked that the occupation of the Ruhr
would also be of advantage to Belgium, and indul in
reminiscences of the German bestialities in the year 1914. He
announced fo all the world:

.. . 1 have not the courage to say that we (the Franco-
Belgian troops. B.) should not march into the Ruhr province, in
order not to make any unpleasantnesses for the Boches!” eic. elc.

What more do you wish?

The Freach Socialists? Do you know what they have
done on the occasion of this new danger of war? They strove
to convince the o.sovemment of the unprofitableness of the opera-
tion, They would ounly persuade Powmcaré ntl:crroeeed by other
methods. Jouhaux wrote that it would be better to fleece
the Germans by degrees. But fo say a single word against the
most revolting robbery in histor‘oo forbid! For that there is
an “International”, to lick the ts of the Messieurs robbers!

The English Labor Party too has at once understood that
it must support its own masters. This it did in the 1ollow:é
manper: it issued the slogan, that the matter should be dec

y . .. the League of Nations! Think of it: the Labor Party,
which has only just sworn to organize a general strike, now

oses as judge the mosl rapacious institution of the bour-
Eeome. Of course, because in this the voice of English Capital

S?ill more comical was the behaviour of the Scottish
leaders of the Labor Party. They protested, only think, against
whom and what?

They protesied against English Capital.

You will say, readers, that that, at any rate, was in order.
e T e i Tronch weild et
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single-hande, . i
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APPEALS

To ithe Seamen of the World!

Dear Comrades,

~_ Over four years have passed since the conclusion of the
criminal imperialist mass slaughier, which (ore millions of your
brothers and comrades from the ranks of the working clase
They are dead or are helpless cripples,

The bourgeoisie and their flunkeys, callin
“socialists” atiempted {o implant in you the idea
war was the last war, that the object of the war was to put
an end {o the increase of armameunis, and to secure the right
of free development fo all peoples.

: Now, look around you, and you will recognize that the
promises of the bourgeoisie have been all lies, that they have
deceived and mocked you, consistently supported by their see-
vants the social traitors.

All capitalist countries are piling up armameats at a mad
rate. The numerical strength of the armies on the coatinent
is greater today than before the great war of 1914 The powder
smoke from the Near Eas'ern battlefield has hardly dispersed
when there follows the struggie of the Rubr area crushed down
beneath the yoke of French imperialist miliur{ occupation, and
?lready !resl! conflicts threaten, fresh battles loom ia the near
uture.

They talked to you about restoring the districts devastated
by the war, while, as a matter of fact, millions and millions were
and are still being wasted in crushing down workers’ revolutions
and maintaining occupation {troops. "

You have been told of the right of the peoﬂu to self
defermination. Buf instead of this, you have witnessed (he
ceaseless executions of Irish revolutionists, of bloodiest’ murders
by punitive expeditions in India, in Egy and in Arabia,

You have heard a great deal about “civil peace”, But does not
the fresh blood of the Essen workmen, the maltreatment of French
proletarians before the Paris {own hall, the starvation of the
unemployed in England and other countries—does not all this
prove, more clearly than the most elequent s s, how capital
actuall{lur_ries out its policy of “ reconciliation of the classes? o
: asten, comrades, free yourselves, your will and your
intellect, from the chains of bought Lello' leaders. Only thea
will you be able to shatter the throne of ital with
your mighty hands, Grasp the er of , the flag
of working class rule Do not forget that the sailors of the
Navy and mercantile marine have always been the vanguard of
the revolutionary proletariat, and will always continue {o be so.

Follow the exemple of the German sailors who fought for
power in Kiel and Berlin in 1918. Follow the French sailors who
raised the red flag on their war-ships in the Black Sea in 1919.
Follow the example of the Russian sailors, who combined with
the workers and peasants fo overthrow the rule of the bour-
geoisie and the social traitors in October 1917. :

We, the seamen of Russia, have emancipated ourselves
from the rule of capital All the factories, workshops, mines,
and railways are in our hands. ~

We are now building our own Red workers’ and peasanty’
fleet, and are ounelwovumng our free Soviet country, while

i ! the capitalists.
severe trials and sufferings of civl
war, and are now working at the reconstruction of our economics,
the welfare. You, on the contrary

and the increasing w:
misery of the masses. {

themselves
t the great

-




	v03n37[19]-p0335
	v03n37[19]-p0336
	v03n37[19]-p0338
	v03n37[19]-p0340
	v03n37[19]-p0342
	v03n37[19]-p0344
	v03n37[19]-p0346
	v03n37[19]-p0348
	v03n37[19]-p0350

