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~Letier from Constantinople

Kemal Pascha’s Reign of Terror against the Labor
, Organizations. .
"By Christo Kabaktschieff.

, The blow dealt by Kemal Pasha’s governement af the Tur-
kish Communist Part eight months ago is still fresh in our
suemories. Without t[‘x'e slightest legal pretext, the government
arrested all the communists in Angora and other cities, threw
them into prison, and arranged a prejudiced political trial. The
reactionary arbitrariness of Kemal Pasha’s government did
not confine itself to Asia Minor. After Kémal’s government had
occupied Constantinople, one of its first tasks was to institute a
persecution of the labor organizations in general, and of the com-
munists in particular, e object of the government is plain:
every ind dent organization, and every independeni struggle
of the Turkish proletariat, is to be suppressed. If a labor move-
ment exists at all, it must follow in the track of the government's
nationalist policy, and must serve the purpose of more firmly
establishing the power of the Turkish bourgeoisie,

In Constantinople, there are two large labor organizations.
One of these, the International Labor Union (Union inter-
Rrationale des travailleurs) is composed of the most class con-
scious workers among the various nationalities represented in
_ Constantinople (besides the Turkish working elass, there are
also numerous Greek and Armenian workers in Constantinople),
and of the workers organized in the various trade unjons
(building workers, w workers, seamen, eic.). The Inter-
national Labor Union is affiliated to the Profintern, and is
working for the reorganization of the old trade unions. The
Association of Turkish Workers, (Association des traivailleurs
de Turque) is stronger numerically. ‘It includes the workers of
some state undertakings among. its members. There are also
comununist groups in stantinople: these have developed ener-
efic act;:vxty :mong the organized and unorganized workers
sunng e past year.

) The entry ‘of Kemal's troo,
comed by the broad masses of the

people as a national emandi-

“from convening conferences.

into Constantineple was wel- .

=———

pation. The majority of the working class believed that the new
regime meant rights and liberties for the workers, an improve-
ment of their conditions. The working class ‘has been dis-
appointed. Reaction rapidly increased: its attacks on the labor
organizations. The two organizations mentioned were forbidden
to carry on any agitation or prppaganda; they were prohibited
The trade unions in which these
two organizations exercised influence, through their class con-
scious and active workers, were also hindered in their work.
A nationalist and purely chauvinist agitation was instituted
against the workers of other nationalities; these were driven
out of the factories and workshops, and replaced by Turkish
workers.

After the V. Communist Balkan Conference, a special com-
mitiee was formed in Constantinople for the unification of the
communist organizations and elements in Turkey, and measures
were faken for re-organizing the trade unions on the industrial
principle, the trade union to comprise all members of ‘an indusug',
of whatever nationality. Endeavors were also made towards
uniting all trade unions in a general trade union federalion. The
working class heartily welcomed these measures, and 15 {rade
unions responded to tile
this purpose. In Constantinople, there exists a so-called “General
Union of the Proletariat of Constantinople” (Union Generale du
proletariat de Constantinople), headed by Schakir Bey, ad-
venturer and tool of the-Kemalists, the object of which is fo drive
the proletariat of Constantinople into the arms of the governe
ment, that it may serve the reactionary and natiopalist govern-
ment policy. This Schakir Bey, who appeared at the above men-
tioned con{erence as a representative of a trade union, succeeded
with the aid of the police in preventing the non-Turkish workers
from attending one of the sessions of the conference. The whole
conference, however, energetically protested against this. In
spite of this, the conference held several sessions, and drew up
the statutes of the future federatjon of the labor organizations
of Constantineple (Union Generale des organisations ouvritres
de Constantinople). The copference also sent delegates to the
economic conference at Smyrna. At the present time the sanction
by the government of the statutes is being waited for.

ut just at this moment, Kemal's government chose {o deal
a severe blow at the labor movement in Constantinople. As is
known, the trial of the Angora communists is not yet at an end.
The agents of the government were successful in arresting Com-

call to the first conference convened for.



. 8peech of our venerable leader. | cou

460

Infernafional Press Correspondence

WNo. 27

rade Salih in Constantinople, and had him immediafely sent to
Angora. Just at this time fhe Mayday appeals accidentally fell
into the hands of ihe police. Thereupon, dozens of comrades
belonging to the International labor Union were arrested
witliout the slightest legal pretext, and cruelly ill-treated. The
reiatives of those who coatrived to escape this police persecution
are continually being threafened, in order to force them to betray
the hiding place of those sought for. Those arrested, and their
relations, are condemued to the most frightful’ misery, to death
by starvation. Proceedings are being {aken against the
soners. lhey are to be placed before a court martial on the
charge of high treason.

These persecutions are not only directed against commu-
ists and trade uniom members, but also against the trade unions
th.mselves, against their administrative %odres and their func
tionaries. The government prohibited the celebration of the
Ist of May by a special edict. It suppressed the Neos Antropos
(organ of tke “International Labor Union”) and destroyed all the
r:ights and liberties enjoyed by the trade unions. But, at the
eame time, the govermment has the insolence to announce that
only one person has been arrested, for distributing revolutionary
appeals!

In order fo adequately characterize the regime prevailing
in Constantinople at the present time, we must mention one of
the laws recently passed by the National Assembly af Angora:
the law relating to high (reasom, which empowers fhe govern-
ment {o designate as high treason any expression of dissatisfac-
tion or opposition, any struggle against the existing regime, and
to impose capital punishment accordingly.

Soviet Russia and the Communist International are sup-
porting the national revolutionary struggle being carried on by
the Turkish against the imperialist states. This help is
still being given today, now that the Turkish is striving
to free itself from economic, financial and political dependence
on Imperialism, and to wia national independence. But Kemal
Pasha’s government gives proofs that it is well on the
way to an understanding with English and French Imperialism,
and to joining forces with these for the betrayal of the interests
and liberties of the Turkish people. In order to facilitate and
prepare for this betrayal, the first care of Kemal Pasha’s

overnment is to the stifle the voice of the vanguard of the
ighting Turkish workers and ts, the comumunist workers,
and to destroy the labor organizations, even those of a purely
trade g‘r_ﬁn racter.
government is preparing for new elections to the

national assembly. These eg:uons will, however, be carried out
ou the old two class system. This electoral system is the most
reactionary of all systems, and robs the workers and peasants of
the possibility of returning their representatives to the national
assembly, so that this body represents exclusively the nationalist
bourgeoisie and large landowners of Turkey. The Chester con-
cession, for the construction of a new railway system in Turkey
concedes great economic privileges fo American capital, a
makes Turkey dependent on this. Strategically considered, fhis
new railroad scheme is directed against Seviet Russia.

Kemal Pasha's government exploits' the nationalist feel-
-ings, still vnde‘l{ spread among the masses of the workers, for
the purrose of diverting these from the path of independent class
war, and of inducing them to participate in the struggle against
the revolutionary labor movement; the working class is te be
split up, and utilized, with the aid of Furopean and American
Imperialism, for the establishment of the umrestricted class rule
of capitalists and s in Turkey. This government, which made
use of the moral help of the imternational proletariat in its
struggle against English and French Imperialism, must be shown
up in ifs true colors before the world proletariat, for # has
betrayeq the interests of the proletariat; it is a government which
betrays the Turkish people, and which persecutes the class-con-
scious workers with the utmost cruelty, in order that it may be
better able to bargain away the Turkish people as slaves to
foreign imperialists. i

- Schlageter
”The Wanderer into the Void "

A speech delivered by Karl Radek at the session of the Ealarged
! Executive of the Comintern on Jume 20. 1923.

We have just-heard the comprehenive and deeply impressive
repori of Comrfade Zetkin on International Fascism, that hammer
meant {o crush the head of the Proletariat, but which will fall
upon the petty bourgeois class who are wielding it in the interests
of large. capital. can mneither su t nor complete the
not even follow it clearly,
because there hovered before my eyes the corpse of German
Fascism, our class ememy, which was sentenced to death and

shot by the hirelings of French imperialism, fhat powerful orga-
nisation of another section of our class enemy. Throughout the

of Comrade Zetkin on the contradictions within Fascism,
the name of Scklageter and his tragic fate was in my head. We
should remember him here when we are defining our attitude to-
wards F4scism. The story of this martyr of German nationalism
should not be forgotten nor passed over with a mere phrase. It
has much to fell us, and much to tell the German people. .

We are not sentimental romanticists who farget friendship
when its object is dead, nor are we diplomats, who say: By the
graveside say nothing but good, or remain silent. Schlageter, a
courageous soldier of the counter-revolution, deserves to be
sincerely honoured by us, the soldiers of the revolution. Freksa,
who shared his views, published in 1920 a novel in which he
described the life of an officer who fell in the fight against
Sypartacus. Freksa named his novel ‘ The Wanderer into the
Void ”

H those German Fascisti, who honestly thought to serve
the German e, failed to understand the significance of
Schlageter’s fate, Schlageter died in vain, and on his tombstone
houlg indeed be inscribed: “ The Wanderer into the Void ”.

Germany lay crushed. Only fools believed that the vic
forious capitalist Entente would treat the German people differ-
enily from the way the victorious German capitalists treated the
Russian and Roumanian y fools or cmru& who
feared fo face the truth, could believe in the promises of Wilson,
in the declarations that the Kaiser and not the German p&eopla
would hgve to pay the price of defeat. In the East a was
at war, Starving, freezisg, it fought against the Entente om
fourieen fronts. ‘fhat was Soviet Russia. One of these fronts
consisted of German officers and German soldiers. Schlageter
fought in Medems, Volunteer Corps, which stormed Riga. We
do not know whether the young officer understood the signifi-
cance of his acts. But the then German Commissar, the Social-
democrat Winnig, and General Von der Golz, the Commander
of the Baltic troops, knew what they were doing. They sought
{o gain the friendship of the Entente b{ performing the work of
hirelings against the Russian people. In order that the German
bourgeoisie should not pay the viciors the indemmities of war,
1he{ hired young Germam blood, which had been spared the
bullets of the Great War, to fight against the Russian
We do not know what Schlageier thought at this period. is
leader, Medem, later admitfed that he marched through the Baltic
info the void. Did all the German nationalists understand that?
At the funeral of Schlageter in Munich, General Ludendorf spoke,
the same Ludendorf w%vo even today is offering himself to Eng-
land and to France as the leader of a crusade against Russia.
Schlageter was mourned by the Stinnes press. Herr Stinnes
was the colleague in the Alpina Montana, of Schneider-Creuzot
the armourer, the assassin of Schlageter. Against whom did
the German neople wish to fight: agamst the Entente capitalists
or against the Russian people? ith whom did they wish to
ally themselves: with the Russian workers and peasants, in order
to throw off the yoke of Entente cag'nal or for the enslavement
of the German and Russiat peoples®

Schlageter is dead. He cannot su%pl{; the answer. His
comirades in arms swore fo carry on his fight at his graveside.
They must supply the answer: against whom and on whose side?

Schiageter went from the Baltic to the Ruhr, not in the
{ear 1023 but in the year 1920. Do you know what that meant?
{e took Eart in the attack of German capital upon the Ruhr
workers; he fought in the ranks of the troops whose task was to
bring the miners of the Rubr under the heel of the iron and coal
kings. The troops of Waters, in whose ranks he fought, fired
the same leaden bullets with which General Degoutte quelled the
Ruhr workers.  We have no reason to believe that it was from
selfish motives that Schlageter helped to subdue the starving
miners,

The manner in which he chose to die speaks on his behalf,
and proves that he was convinced he was serving the German
Eeo;‘)le. But Schiageter thought he was best serving the people

y helping to restore the mastery of the class which had hitherto
led the Germsan people, and had Brought such terrible misfortune
upon them. Schiageter regarded the working class as the mob
that must be governed. And in this he shared the view of
Count Reventlow, who calmly declared that no war against the
Entente was possible until the internal enemy has been overcome.
The internal énemy for Schhg:tcr was the revolutionary working
clags. Schlageter could see the profound mistrust of the workers
towards the German government and the German bourgeoisie.
He could see how the cleavage in the nation ha d its
defensive power. He could see more. Those who share his views
complained of the passivity of the German people. How can a de-
feated working class be active? How can a2 working class be
active which has bees disarmed, and from whom
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jt was demanded that they should allow themselves
to be exploited by profiteers and speculators? Or should the
activity of the German working masses be replaced by the ac-
tivity of the German bourgeoisie? Schlageter read in the news-
apers how the very people who pretended {o be the patrons of
German nationalist movement, sen{ securities abroad so that
they might be enriched and the rich impoverished. Schlageter
cerfainly could have no hope in these parasites, and he was
spared reading in {he press how the representative of the German
bourgeoisie, Dr. Lutterbeck, turned fo his executioners with the
request that they should permit the iron and steel kings {o shoot
down sous of Germany, the men who were carrying out the
resistance on the Rubr, with machine guas.

Now, that the German resistance, through the rascally
trick of Dr. Lutlerbeck, and still moré through the economic
policy of the possessing classes, has been turned into a farce, we
ask the honest, patriotic masses who are anxious to fight agaiust
the French imperialist invasion: How will you fight, on whose
support will you rely? The struggle against Entente imperialism
is a war, even though the guns are silent. There can be no war
at the front when there is uarest in the reas. A minority can be
kept under in the rear, but not a majority. The majority of
the German people are the working men, who must fight against
the poverty and want which the Germaa bourgeoisie is bringing
upon them. If the patriotic circles of Germany do not make up
their minds fo make the cause of the majority of the nation their
own, and 6o create a front against both *:'.n(eme and German ca-

ital, then the path of Schlageter was the path inte the void, and

ermany, in the face of foreign invasion and the perpefual
menace of the victors, will be transformed into a field of bloody
infernal conflict, and it will be easy for the enemy to defeat her
and destroy her.

When, after Jena, Gneisenau and Scharnhorst asked them-
selves how the German peonle were {0 be raised from their defeat,
ﬂ replied: only by making the peasants free. From submission

slavery shall come freedom. Only the free German peasantry
- can lay the foundations for the emanc?mim of Germany. What
the German peasantry meant for the fate of the German nation
at the beginning of nineteenth century, the German working
class means at the beginning of the twentieth century. Only by it
can Germany be freed from the fetters of slavery, and not
against it.

Schiageier’s comrades talked of war at his graveside. They
swore {0 continue the fight. It had to be conducted against an
enemy that was armed to the teeth, while Germany was unarmed
and beaten. If the talk of war is not to remain an empty phrase,
if it is not to cousist of bombing columus that blow up bridgeés,
but not the enemy; that derail trains, but cannot check the ar-
moured trains of Entente capital, then a number of conditions
must be fulfilled. It demands that the German people should
break with those who have not only led it into defeat, but who
are ting the defeat and t(he defencelessaess of

the IRan
German people as the enemy. y when the German
cause becomes the cause of ¢he German people, only when
the German cause becomes the fight for the rights of the
German people, will the German people win active friends. The
most powerful nation cannot endure without friends, all the more
60 a nation which is defeated and surrounded by eénemies. If
Germany wants to be in the position to fight it must create a
united front of workers, and the brain workers must unite with
the hand workers, and form a solid phalanx. The condition of
the brain workers cries out for this union. Only old prejudices
stand in the way. United info a victorious working people,
Germany will be able to draw upon great sources of resisting
power which will be able to remove all obstacles. If the cause
of the people is made the cause of the nation, then the cause of
* the nafion will become the cause of the people. United into a
fighting nation of workers, it will gain the assistance of other
people who are also fighting for their existence. Whoever is not
grepared to fight in this way is capable of deeds of desperation
ut not of a serious struggle.

This is what the German Communist Party and the
Communist Infernational have o say at lageter's
graveside. It has nothing to conceal, for only the complete

truth can penetrate into the suffering, internally disinte-
grated mases of Germany. The German Communist Party must
declare openly o the nationalist petty bourgeois masses: \Y/;loever
is working in the service of the profiteers, the speculators
and the iron and coal maguates, to enslave the German people
and to drive them into desperate adventures, will meet with
the resistance of the German Communist Workers. They will

violence violence. Whoever, from lack of comprehen-
m.:lliu i f with hirelings of capital, we shall fight with
every means in our power. But we believe that the great

people by - rvegardizgn the majority of the
enty. 1

-

majority of the nationalist minded masses belong not to the
camp of fthe capitalisis but to the camp of the Workers. We
want to find, and we shall find, the path to these masses. We
shall do all in cur power {o make men like Schlageter, who are
prepared to go to their deaths for a common cause, 110t wanderers
into the void, but wanderers into a better future for the whole
of manind; that they should not spill their hot, unselfish blood
for the profit of the coal and iron barons, but in the cause of
the Frea( toiling German })euple, which is a member of (ke
family of peoples fighiing for their emancipation. This {ruth
the Commuuist Party will declare to the great masses of the
German peaple, for it is not a Party fightng for a crust of
bread on alf of the industrial Workers, but a Party of the
struggling proletariat, fighting for its emancipation, an ¢mancipa-
tion that is identical with the emancipation of the whole peorle,
of all who toil and suffer in Germany. Schlageter | mself caunot
now hear this declaration, but we are convinced ®41 there are
hundreds of Schlageters who will hear it and uuderstand if.

The Infernational Significance of the
New Wages Siruggle in Germany

By W. Lada.

There is no doubt that the latest German wage struggies
possess a high degree of international significance, not only
with rvizard t the international labor movement, but with regard
to world politics. Considered purely from the standpoint of
world politics, it might be thought that such scvere wage
struggles as those in the Ruhr area, or in upper Silesia, must
undoubtedly weaken Germany, and ihus strengthen rance’s
position. This is the viewpomnt of the German bourgeoisie aud
the Germin government, who are therefore endeavoring, in
closest alliance with their social democratic and reform st flun- ~
keys, to stigmatize every struggle on the part of the masses of
the people as * communist sedition ®. At the same timz the
French bourgeoisic and thie Freach government recard cveuls
in the same light and are hastening to utihze the siuation jor
putting the ‘“ hereditary enemy ” into the most difficult position

ss.ble.  The revolutionary, class-conscious proletariat must
ook deeper into the matter. World politics are still the domain
of the ruling class. But the influence of the toiling masses
reacts far more quickly today om werld politics. “Passive
resistance ” against the Ruhr occupation was not, and could hot.
be, the watchword of the international proletariaz. Its watch-
word, clearly and sharply defived by the Frankfort conference,
was active fivghtfwn both sides of the Rhine . in every country
in Europe, and for the s'ogan: Clear out of the Ruhr area! Down
with the dictatorship of the Versailles victors’, and, i the two
countries concerned: Down with Cuno and Poincaré! These
internal and world political aims, however, by no means render
it imperative that the “unity of the German people” remain
unshaken, that class amafzrmisms, questions of wages, conditious
of living, efc., be peacefully and quietly settled. On the contrary,
these aims necessitate that the jorces of the German working
class, of its revolutionary vanguard,—should they be insufficient
to over{hrow Cuno's governmen{—be maintained as far as pos-
sible. This counservation of the forces of the German working
class is, however, made impossible by the continucus worsening
of conditions of living.

The recent magnificent wage struggles of the German
waorking class are therefore not only more than justified from the
standpoint of a bare struggle for existence, but are equally justi-
fied from the point of view of the world political aims of the
international working class. The slogan of the international
revolutionary proletariat is not: Victory of German * democracy ”
and German ‘“right” over the imperialism and brutal domi-
nation of Frauce, but: Down with the dictatorship of the Ver-
sailles victors! The German bourgeoisie, in capitulating fo
French imperialism, is also contributing to a partial liquidation
of the Versailles treaty. But the struggles of the German wor-
king class are just as little respousible for this capituation as
they were responsible for the dictates of the Versailles peace.
The defeat of the German bourgeoisie and its social democratic
allies in the Ruhr war is the inevifable result of their defeat in
the great war. The victory won by the German working class
in the last and present wage struggies guaraniees that th se
working masses will continue to fight in the fitlure, with equal
or even greater energy and determ.nation, to defend themselves
from being plunged deeper into mise y.

us now consider the sigm'{icance.of the latest wng:s
struggles in Germany purely from the standpoint of the labor
movement. In Germany, the first five months of the Ruhr occu-
pation passed off like the first 2% years of fhe great war,
without any great mess fights in the labor movement. The
German bourgeoisie, wirth the social democractic and reformist
’
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trade union leaders, were successful in establishing “ civil peace ”,
This malign spell has now been broken. The masses have begun
to move. The economic pressure of the Ruhr war has proved
stronger than all the phrases as to “ United Front for defence
against Poincaré”, e German working masses have been
fighting and are continuing to ﬁﬁ,'l’ for their class interests, and
this fact is bound to affect working masses of western
Europe—especially of France and Belgium. Whilst the German
working masses did little to disturb “civil peace” during the
first five months of the Ruhr war, in France and Belgium, the
economic consequences of the Ruhr occu?ation gave rise to
extensive mass struggles, even in these lirst months, These
struggles were, however, not 8o intense as the recent struggles in
Germany. And they have shown no realization of the connection
between the economic factors of the movement and the world
political situation. But in spite of all this, the fact remains that
the French and Belgian miners, as well as the Belgian civil
servants, have fought determinedly for their own interests, even
in the midst of the Ruhr war. 1923 is not 1914/1917—that is
the deeper import of this fact! The proletariat is defending
its class interests against the inferests of its imperialist bour-
geoisie, and despite the deceitful phrase of “‘national unity”.

We are now going through the second period of the Ruhr
war, which resembles the second period of the great war
(1917—19018). The German proletariat appears on the scene.
The approaching solution of the Ruhr conflict, announced by
the second German note, cannot bring any change in the develo
ment of Germany’s economic position and thereby in the condi-
tions of existence of the German proletariat. The struggles will
therefore continue, and will probably be resisted by the bour-
geoisie with growing energy.

The -starting point of these movements of the German
working class is based on the ever-growing disparity between the
tevel of wages—intentionally kept down during the Ruhr war—
and the enermously increased cost of living. In other words,
they are based on the further reduction of the already low
standard of living of the German workman. It is impossible to
fully overcome this tendency by wage struggles. If we assume
that the real wages of the German workers, before the Ruhr war,
amounted to one half of his pre-war wages, then it is a fact that,
since this war, his wages have fallen to one third of the pre-war
level. This fact is bound to affect the workers of France, Bel-
gium, efc. And this means fresh struggles in these countries
also. For the bourgeoisie of the allied countries, is not likely
1o give in without a struggle to any demands for levelling un
of wages. And here the workers of western Europe—like the
‘German workers themselves—must derive a lesson from the
latest German struggles. They must' learn that their aims are
only to be attained by the action of united and determined masses
—regardless of party, industry or profession. The events in
Havre, Celsenkirchen, Dortmund, Bautzen, and Leipzig, must
teach them that it is futile and harmful o expose themselves in
the streets to the blows dealt b{: *“ democracy ”, until they can
confront these democrats with their own equally well equipped
organizations; they must learn that during this era of capitalist
collapse, it is impossible by mere wage struggles to bring about
an{ permanent improvement in their position, but that there is
only one way to this improvement: the closest linking up of the
economic and political strug%le. the seizure of political power and
the establishment of the proletarian dictatorship for the purpose
of putting all productive forces at the service of the toiling
masses.

Héllein's Parting Greeting to the
; French Workers.

On the day when the Paris-Strassburg express brought
Comrade Hollein {o the Germanfrontier, the Parisian “Huwmnani(¢”
published the following letter addressed by Hollein to the
working class of France:

“Santé Prison, June 14, 1923.

Dear Comrades, )

After having, endured for
baseness and vile {rickery which a corrupt capitalist justice has
been able to devise, simply and solely because I went to France
for the purpose of expressing the idea of inviolable revolution-
¢ _ the French and German proletariats
ogether in their common struggle against the imperialist infamies

13 weeks every species of

»and crimes of their ruling classes;

| <. after being accused of conspiracy, together with the French
communists and Red trade unionists, and robbed of my freedom
for ‘several months, in a matcer arectly counfer to law, and
held a8 2 German hostage of Poincaré-la-guerre and his criminal
hireling ('Coli-qvt,.who wanted to fill out their hollow indictment,
entirely upon forged documents, by dragging me in;

|
{
i

after having been forced, together with my young party
friend Peri, ndg courageously supported by “my anarchist
comrades in the Santé prison, to defend myself against the vilest
and most despicable law-breaking by a conscienceless government
by resorting to the last available means, the hunger strike; .
after having witnessed, in my sick room in the Cochin
hospital, the miserable collapse of the accusation of communist
conspiracy before the French Senate, which resolutely refused
fo permit itself fo be degraded to the executive organ of the
base plans of that detesiable tyrant Poincaré and of the national
bloc, both of whom are only anxious to establish the infamous
rule of white terror against social revolution and all its followers;
after I had fimally been defained 15 days more in hospital,
although actual medical treatment had long ceased, and after
having been sent back to the Santé prison and there subjected to
fully 8 whole days of further nerve-racking trickery and refined tor-
ture, devised gy the Minister for Internal Affairs Maunoury,
and executed by his orders, ] am now to be conducted to the
French frontier, to be expelled from the soil of the French state.

This last underhand measure once more exemplifies, not
only the criminal character of the capitalist dictatorship in France,
but also the imperative necessity o? the closest and most active
revolutionary co-pperation- between the working class of France
and Germany, whose very existence is threatened by the criminal
policy of the ruling class.

Party comrades! I assure you most emphatically that the
national frontier thrust between us is entirel incapable of really
dividing us. Whatever the exploiters and slave-drivers on both
sides of the Rhine may do, they will never succeed in breakingf
the revolutionary bonds which now unite the proletariat
France with the working class of Germany. Despite our forced
separation, I shall always be with you in all your revolutionary
struggles. In the future, as in the past, you will always find me
in the van in the fight for power, between capital and labor,

which  will finally decide the {fate of the European
proletariat.  And ~ the events through which I have
assed, the French proletarian  strivings of which

I have been a witness during my three months unlawiul
imprisonment in France, have confirmed my -conviction that
despite all difficulties, and despite the violent coups attempted
by a vindictive and irreconcilable government, French communism
is unhesitatingly pursuing the path {o international revolution,
and though it makes but slow and painful progress, it will soon
succeed 1n gathering to, ether, all truly revolutionary elements in
France, in organizing them, and in i:ading them {o battle and
victory.

. The stirring and fraternal reception accorded me by the
Parisian proletariat on March 17. in the public meeling held in
the Rue de la Grange-aux-Belles; the long months of my forced
sojourn in Paris; the sympathy and effection shown me by the
whole working class of France throughout all this time, and especi-
ally during the painful hunger strike forced upon us by the vileness
of a criminal government; the active, generous, and gmiherly aid
lent us by our brave anarchist comrades in the Santé risom,
Comrades Albertini, Contant, Delecourt, Lentente, and Loréal;
all these are among the no%le deeds of the French revolutionary
spirit, and can never be obliterated from my memory.

Thus I feel myself impelled, before taking leave of you,
prolefarians of France, to thank you, from the bottom of a heart
overflowing with emotion, for all the proofs of solidarily and
sympath{, for the efforts and fraternal aid, with which you have
constantly overwhelmed me on all sides.

May all party comrades, all French workers, who have
unhesitatingly offered me their assistance during this time,
whether in prison, in hospital, or anywhere else, accept these
lines as the living expression of my deeply-felt gratitude,

And now let me say, not good-bye, but ou revoir my
French comrades-in-arms! "United by the same great ideas of
revolutionary class warfare, animalfx{ by the same unshakeable
will to subdue criminal capitalism and to save humanity, in
defiance of every obstacle, we shall continue, without weakening,
to carry on the great historical struggle of the international
proletariat. . :

Long live revolutionary communism!

Long live social revolution!

Emil Héllein, Reic.hstag Deputy.”

Ausiria, the German Ideal
By Georg. '
In every country the columns of the great newspapers

contain appeals to subscribe fo the “Austrian guarant state
loan, League of Nations loan ”; guaranteed by the governments
of Belgium, Denmark, England France, Holland, Italy, Sweden,
Switzerland, and Czecho Slovakia. Great Scott! is there anylhigﬁ

left to wish for? A country guaranteed by so many power
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governments must be a delightful and blessed country—this is
what, many people are thinking, even many workers perhaps, and
cerfainly many of the bourgeoisie. ]

“The bourgeoisie is in need of savino ideals, Mussolini’s
Fascism has rapidly reached the end of its tether. The latest
ideal, especially since the German mark has sunk far below the
‘level of the despised and derided Ausfrian crown, is Austria—
Austria stabilized, economically restored, consolidated, and
guaranteed.

What means were employed to bring about this miracle in
Austria. It is quite simple. The Christian prelate Seipel under-
took a pilgrimage {o the-earthly gods of capitalism in Rome,
Paris, London, and Geneva, made confession, and received absolu-
tion for the revolutionary sins committed by the Austrian people
on condition that he undertook to see that 2dequate penance was
paid. He agreed to this, whereupon the gods appointed Zimmiar-
man as their earthly deputy.

Mr. Zimmerman discharges the duties of his office with

d-like severity, and is infallible. In monthly encyclics he pro-

" claims to the Austrian people, and to the rest of the astonished
world, the salvation which he brings; at the same time he enumer-

ates the fresh penances. I is true that the people groan, that they

are- starved and impoverished, that they even rebel. But the

‘prelate Seipel knows what is due to the gods and their deputies.

Ausiria has ceased to be an independent country. The idea
of independence only continues to exist in obsolete school books.
Austria has no government. Its administrator and sole ruler is
Mr. Zimmermann, the commissioner of the League of Nations.
He commands and Seipel kow-lows. In his last re
sharply reprimanded the “extraordinary cabinet council”, be-
cause it discussed too much. Its task and duty is rather to obey,
and execute the orders issued by Zimmermann. -

*Ausiria has become an industrial colony of world capital,
much more so than the old “sick man of Europe”, Turkey. Ausiria’s
dismemberment would have brought about a new and bloody
war among the rivals. Thus a comprom’se was deemed most
advisable: each one of the rivals is to have a share of the last
drops of blood of the Austrian people.

The “ Central European question " was put off. When it
crops x_}p again it will be the cause of even greater conflicts.

he victorious powers have “ guaranteed-” a loan; but in

return for this they have required the carrying out of the death
sentence of the Austrian working class; that the number of offi-
cials be reduced, involving the discharge of hundreds and
thousands of civil servants; that the small social gains won by
the Austrian working class bc abolished; that even the wage
index law, that one feeble weapon which has enabled the workers
to retard the rapid sinking of their real wages, be done away
with; that unemployment benefit, pensions, disablement doles, and
all “social expenditure” be reduced; that the shop stewards be
robbed of even the scanly remnants of their rights, efc. These
“are conditions upon which the Entente countries guaranteed to

put Austrian economics on a “ sound” basis.

The Austrian bourgeoisie joyfullf' concurred. It hastily
pocketed its national feelings, allied”itself to foreign capital, and
set about utilizing the active help of this latter for the purpose of
bartering away the last residue of state independence, and of
holding the regdlious working class in subjection.

ut the so-called “ sound economic basis ” has not advanced

matters one bif; the economic crisis continues, unemployment in-

creases, real wages sink, the misery suffered by the workers,

officials, and middle class assumes enormous proportions; but

foreign capital is doing excellent business,

Austrian patriots fo ' earn
~ middlemen.

Thousands of docile-minded officials, reared in slavish
allegiance to the Hapsburg spirit, are now rebelling, demonstrat-
ing and threatening to strike, under the pressure of threatened
death by starvation. Only those who know these people can form
any idea of what they must have gone through before being driven
to such unheard of acts. - :

Since the period of foreign intervention in Austria’s eco-
nomics, the country has become more and more, reactionary. The
Austrian bourgeoisie is anxious to demonstrate fo foreign ca-

ital that it is worthy of the confidence placed in it. The Fascist

nds make their appearance with increasing impudence, sup-
ported % the government; the workers are provoked o the ut-
most. e confidence men of the working class are murdered.
Peaceful trade union meetings are dissolved by the police. The
army is systematically purged of all class conscious proletarian
elements. The old system of Hapsburg military obedience has
been re-introduced, so that the soldiery may be turned into willing
tools agnlnst the working class.

. he capitalists are doing this regardless of cost. In the
course of this year, 24 milliards weré raised by the industrial

and permits the
something in their capacity of

rt he .

union for the support of the Fascist associations, The Jewish-
Zionist bourgeois gave their contributions on one condition only:
that the followers of the ' hooked cross” shall undertake no
anti-Semitic action. This condition was agreed to.

The work was so far successful that even_the terican
Morgan banking house considered the situation sufficier tly ripe
to justify their ‘“ helpful interyentions .

And when—thus groans the German petty bourgeoisie—
when shall we be so far that America will heﬁae» us? When shall
we be able to float such a beautiful loan, guaranteed by so many
mighty lords.

The saviours of the German people reply soothingly: soon.
The new Cuno-Stinnes plan is nothing more nor less than a plan
for placing Germany on the same ‘sound” economic basis.
Abolition of state independence, denationalization of state under-
takings, reduction of number of the lower officials, perpetuation
of musery and poverty, cutting down of all social measures, this
is the import of the whole business. Thus foreign capital is to
gain increased confidence in the German investment market. And
then, but net until then, after the benevolent protection of the
foreign bayonet is assured, will Stinnes and his companions con-
tribu.e something from their hoards, in order that they may have
their share in the business.

The English labor paper, the Daily Herald observed with
regard to this German plan for improving economics that it -
would render 15 millions of human beings superfluous; these
would either have to emigrate or die. Was it not the hereditary
enemy Clemenceau who once made a similar observation, bitterly
resented by the German patriots? _ B

“ Within a few years, or a few months, who can judge how
long it will be?—the storm will sweep over the werld again.
And then the social and national problems of 1918 will again
clamour for solution . . . in the midst of the new storm of revo-
lution.” This was written in Vienna, and not by a communist
paper, but bf’ the social democratic Arbeiterzeitung. The organ
of that social democracy which bears the greatest burden of guilt
for the misfortunes of the Austrian working people, and which
yet recommends its recipe to Germany. Do the social democrats
write this because they possess the will to avest the impending
fate? No, they write thus because the broad masses in Austria
are demanding a way of escape, for they see that the present way
is impassable. But in Germany this same way is to be pursued,
and at top speed. The ideal now dearest to the hearts of the German
patriots is the ignominious betrayal of their fellaw countrymen,
In accordance with the examrle shown by the Austrian Fascisti.

FASCISM

The Fermentation in Fascism
By M. Rakos:. .

The Fascisti have not succeeded in improving the economic
position of Italy by means of internal political measures. The
rate of exchange of Italian currency, after improving somewhat
during the first weeks of Fascist rule, fell equally with the fall
of the French franc during the first weeks of the Ruhr occupation,
and then improved again to an insignificant degree. The crisis in
the textile industry omes daily more acute. The number of
unemployed has increased to 800,000 as result of the mass dis-
missals of railwaymen and of state and municipal civil servants
(unemployment has thus increased by 20-25% during Fascist
rule). Scarcely one half of the unempfoyed receive a scanty dole;
prices are rismﬁ slowly but steadily.

In Italy there is but little coal and still less iron. In 1913
Italy was obliged to impori more than 9 million tons of coal
from England.” Italian heavy industry has been- working with
foreign coal and foreign iron.” It has been artifically supported by
every description of state subsidy and high customs duties, and
has developed at the expense of other branches of industry, Light
industry, on the other hand, possessing natural facilities-as for
instance the silk spinning industry—is on a stronger economic
footing. The textile industry is working with the aid of electric
power obtained from the mountain torrents of Upper Italy. It is
working for export, and is developing in the atmosphere of
foreign competition.  War industry does not concern it. It thus
consistently op{)osed the expensive imperialist policy and the
participation of Italy in the great war.

At the end of the war, when the bourgeois governments
were no longer able to Jend heavy industry adequate support,
heavy industry finally colla The Ansaldo Company, the
greatest war umdertaking in Italy, was obliged to reduce 1ts share
capital from 500 million to 5 million lire, is brought about the
bankruptcy of the bank of the heavy industrialists (Banca
Disconto), and the bank of the light and fextile industrialists, the

Banca Commerciale, took over the control of Italian economic life.



404

fnternational Press Correspondence

No. 27

Mussolini is aware that the capitalists represented by this
bank will declare most decisive war against lris imperialist plans,
and against the restoration of bankrupt heavy industry which his
plans involve. He has drawn up a magnificient plan for this
struggle, basing the proposed restoration of heavy industry on
great state subsidies and on the amalgamation of all—naturally
denationalized—undertakings with heavy industry. His idea is
to create a new capitalist combine- by the amalgamation of the
ship-yards, the gun factories, railways, post and telegraph
s>rvice, radio stations, and other staie undertakings. This combine
is to be powerful enough, and cconomically firm emough to
dictate terms to the group around the Banca Commerciale. As is
only natural the Banca Commerciale is taking steps in seli-defence.
It possesses influence with the most nuportant newspapers
(Corricre della Sera, Secolo, Stampa, 1l Mondo, etc.), and carries
on the conflict against Mussolini with their aid. Besides this, it
is endeavoring to steal a march on its opponenis. It is buying
up the privaie railroads; it is also»b.uym'ﬁeone section of the
Fascist leaders, and is secretly organizing steadily increasi
resisiance against the Fascisfi. Its efforts are greatly facilitated
by the ever increasing disappointment felt- among the Fascisti
themselves. ‘ :

One of the causes of this disappointment is the wages fax
introduced by the Fascisti, which throws a great burden on the
officials and railwaymen chiefly recruited from their ranks. The
reduction of invalid and old age benefits, and the abolition of
tenant protection, were also not without influence on the opinions
of tens of thousands of Fascisti.

The capitalists who financed Fascism, and helped it fo
victory, are equally dissatisfied with it.  wanted a
dictatorshfp, but one which they could hold firmly in their own
hands. But Fascism became an object in itself; it is true that in
general it directed its efforts agains{ the working class, but its
‘ is in the hands of Mussolimi and his petty bourgeois

mrs. And the rhore the capitalisis seek to utilize the situation
created Fascism for their own purposes, the more they come
into conflict with the Fascist masses. - )
This struggle became most apparent in the question of ihe
existence of the Fascist trade unions. At first all the Fascisti were
- in fullest t as to the necessity of Fascist trade unions.
But after the Red Trade Unions had been dispersed, the
capitalists preferred fo employ the unorganized workers rather
than the Fascist trade unionists, th> more so as increased poverty
among the Fascist workers obliged even the Fascist trade unions
to organize strike movements. Cases are becoming more and
more irequent in which Fascist trade unions strike against Fascist
employers., "n Turin the bakers, not having been able to get
their demands granted with the aid of the Red Trade Unions,
entered the Fascist trade union and succeeded in thus obtaining
the desired concessions. Cases have also occurred in which the
Fascisti have occupied factories during wage conflicts. and have
t a stop to the work. The pressure exercised by the masses
E)urced the Supreme Council of the Fascisti fo recognize the strike,
in “exceptional cases”, as a weapon of the Fascist trade unions.
The capifalists and large landowners. therefore maintain that the
Fascisti have not been successful in “Jiquidating class warfare”.
They defend the Fascist formula of a peaceful solution of all
questions by the combined unions of employers and emplovees,
but only up to a certain point, that is, only for so long as it lends
them a weapon for the destruction of the Red Trade Unions. But
now fhat the dissolution of their own fighting organizations is
demanded, they refuse with the utmost energy.

There is an antagonism between the “‘real Fascisti” and the
“new lascisti”, Those styling themselves the “real” Fascisti are,
for the most part, radical petly bourgeois who joined Fascism in
1919; the “new* Fascisti are the agrarians who joined later, and
who have not only contrived to secure all the best ‘positions for
themselves, ut know how fo exploit the “real” Fascisti at the
same time. The “real” Fascisti are beginnig to defend themselves,
" and a fierce squabble with mutual exposures and accusations has
sct in. This is leading to mass expulsions or demonstrative mass
withdrawals from the local groups of the Fascisti. The worse
the economic position becomes, the more violent and widespread
will be this struggle.
It is scarcely possible fo find a Fascist organization in Ttaiy
.which is pot in a state of fermeniation. There is a crisis in every
“Jarge local group of Fascisti. In Alessandria, and rn there
have been real battles. In Rome, the gendarmerie fo prevent
collisions between the Fascisti.
: On April 25. the Supreme Fascist Council was convensd,
in order fo consult, as fo measures against this disintegration.
M was resolved that every Fascist must belong to the militia. The
Jparly_functionaries are only permitied to speak in public when
especially commissioncd to do so, This_measure is intend=d to
put a limil {o the mutual revelafions. The sdmittance of pew

members is limited; even the question of a purging of the party
was mooted. All these masures are of course unable to do away
with the intermal contradictions. Mt(lgsohgx, on the other ln!?d, is
trying to weaken bourgepis opposifion concessions. e no
l;yngngr speaks solely olg the didptorshir, ut emphasizes that he
is anxious to work togelher with parliament. The corporation
of the “Fascist supreme commissaries” has been dissolved, as als
the railway militia, which molested the passengers and was in
continual conilict with the railwaymen. .

The right wing of Fasdsm continues to regard increased
Terror as the best way of warding off the opposition. The leader
of this group is De Vecci, who is anxious fo fight against the
“inner enemy® with hand grenades and flame throwers. As he is
at the same time the leader of the anti-Mussolini agrarian wing,
he was expelled from the pan‘y after he had delivered a
in favor of these fighting metiiods. Some other Fascist leaders
were also thrown out of the party, some of them even being
deputies, Others have been arrested. But all these measures are
ineffective. The fermerfation increases. The disappointment

ows. The voices condemping the impotence of Fascism are
ﬂmming louder apd louder. At the parliamentary session held
on May 30. a Fascist deputy delivered a sharp speech against the
Fascist government. e’g;e minister of commerce, spoke
ggenly in parliament on the barrenness of Fascist mcasures, was
liged to resign. ' .

Six months of Fascist rule have sufficed to disappoint the
tion, and {o urge:it on to the path of opposition. But
is period has not beey long h for the organization of
a iciently . powerful oppostion. scaitered proletariat is
just beginning fo assemble its forces. But fhere is one circum-
stance constituting an obstacle in the way of the liquidation of
Fascism. Fascism invojved an enormous aggravation of class
contradictions. Hundreds and thousands of peasants, workers,
and pcity bourgeoigie, at one time peaceful democrats, have beent
drawn into the conflict by the violent ac’s of the Fascsti. They
are thisting for revenge, and at the given moment they will take
blocdy revenge ou the Fagcisti, and thus on the Halian bourg:oisie.
Mussolini is well aware of this, for he admils openly (hat
himself to be playing Kerenski’s role; but to avcid Kerenski’s
fate he intends to supprcss the proletariat. And the minister for
home affairs Bianchi, a one-time syndicalist, actually made the
following declaration on the occasion of the anti-Fascist
demonstration held by the Caiholic Pople’'s Party: “The return
fo the liberal democralic form of govenment is nonsemns>. Today
there exist but two possibilities: either Fascist rule or Baolshevist
dictatorship”.

The sensible elamizats of the bourgeoisie have grasped this,
and are now seeking feverishly for means by which Fasasm may
be liquidated, and yet its inheritance not fall into the hands of
a proletarian dictatorship. The Tatest ideal of Nalian capitalism
is a moderate dictatorship exercised by a “liberal” general loyal
to the king. Mussalini's adversaries are grouped around thie king
at the present {ime, which partially explains -this capitalist wish.

The class fermentation goes still deeper, far info the lower
strata of the Fascist masses. There are increasing signs that
the proletarian elements of Fascism, among which there are
many formizr socialists, syndicalists, and communisis, are dis-
appointed, and ready to re-enter the path of class warfare. This
movemeut is ouly beginning, but it exists, and will play a {remen-
dous part at the moment when the communists and the revolutio-
nary socialists join their Jorces to those of {his movement.

As soon as interagtional complications (the conflicis with
Yugoslavia, with Tripoli, etc.) have brought Facism fresh defeats,
the crisis will become much acuter. Thus the actual fundamental
task set the Italian prolejariat is the concentration of ifs powers,
the formation of the united front.

The half year's rule of the Italian Fascisti has proved that
Fascism is incapable of arresting the decay of capitalism; more
than this, Fascaism itself’ creates the premisss for acuter class
warfare.

But still, every country contains broad masses of workers
wlose exprience of social democratic policy has disappointed
them in class war; and then there are also broad strata of despai-
ring petly bourgeoisie. ‘And in every country bankrupt capi-
talism will try to exploit the trend of feeling thus evoked; will
try to attract the deslpamag masses (o itself, and thus to prolong
its own existence. ln this sense, the natural, preliminary con-

ditions for Fascism exist, in every country, If the communists

succeed in guiding the despair of the proletarian and petty bour-

geois masses info the paths of proletarian revolution, this means
the defeat of the bourgeoisie. But if they are not successful in
this, then Fascism:appears on the scene; naturally, Fascism
does not save the bourgeoisie, but it forces the victory of the
Eroletarla! to be wen at the cost of tremendous sacri , and
y long and devious paths, :
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The Struggle Adainst Fascism, and
New Experiences of the United Front
in Germany

By Pau! Bottcher. .
II.
The Defence Units and their Tasks.

What aims is the Communist Pariy of Germany persuing
by creating joint factory * hundreds”? ~(Defence Corps). The
special task of these Factory hundreds is to fight against Fas-
cism in indusiry. As a rule, the Factory councils are not equal
to this task. They oiten refuse to take action when the employer
deliberately engages Fascisti or institutes factory police and
Pinkertons. Very often the Factory Councils are the mere
organs of the trade union bureaucracy, and feel themselves bound
by the instructions of their social-democratic leaders. Therefore,

_wide organizations must be created which will enjoy the confi-
"dence of the workers. The workers must be made to umderstaad

clearly that it is the duly of all the workers engaged in the
factory to purge it of Fascisti. A united front in the factories
mustr{:e created. The factory hundreds will embody this united
front. They are mot a military toy, they have no military tasks.
To the factory hundreds must affiliate the workers of all parties
and unions, syndicalists, trade unionists, non-party men, work-
women, and juvenile workers. Their work is political agitation
and education in the factories. The hundreds may be summoned
1o political information meetings at whith they will have ex-
lained fo them the poiitical situation and the tasks that arise
rom it. In the case of provocation or ferrorist attacks of he
Fascisti, the factory hundreds will be summoned to the defense.
Where the movement for the united front and the hundreds Lave
beyond the initial stages, Fascist meetings and nationalist
demonstrations will be hindered and broken up. The question
ot the arming of the hundreds should not arise when the infor-
mation is first undertaken; it will itseli ccme forward with the
increasing determination and strengih with which the united
front movement s the master class. To'bring up the
guestion of arming the hundreds in the early stages of the move-
‘ment, would mean to attempt to secure the arming of the prole-
tariat before the workers have direcily entered on the siruggle
for the seizure of power. Beiore the elementary conditions for
the struggle have been created in the factories, the hundreds will
be unable to deal with any military tasks.
The German Communist Parfy is firmly opposed to the
creafion of party hundreds. The social-democratic leaders are

seeking to obtain the creation of party hundreds in opposition .

{o the K.P.D. in.those localities where they are obliged to
ive way {o the demands of the workers for self defense against
ascism. The Socia} democratic leaders are endeavoring to form

S.P.D. guards armed with cudgels to be used against the
Communists, and parade these guards under the mame of
“ Republican Self Delender”, They take advantage of ihe anti-
fascist mood of the social-democrafic workers, in order to incite
the social-democratic and communist workers against each other
and provoke street fights amongst them. Howe®r, the Social
Democratic leaders do not stand alone in their resistance to the
formation of joint factory defence corps. There are fendencies
within the Communist Party which are opposed to the formation
of such joint corps, owing to the fact tha{ they see in them
not organs of the United Front, kut military shock troops in
the struggle for political power. On this point the Party is
siill affected by the old traditions from the period of the revo-
jutionary siruggles. However, Pang members are everywhere
convinced of the necessity for establishing such joint factery
d:lence corps and are busily engaged in esfablishing them.

The success of United Front Tactics.

The formation of these so-called proletarian hundreds
derends on the general strength of the United Front movement.
Wherever the Parly enccuntered strong resistance to its United
Front tactics, the control Committees, as well as the hundreds are
either poorly developed or do not exist at all. On the other
kand, the districts with a strong United Front movement have
also firmly established organs of the United Front. In Saxony
the Communists made their support of the “left social-demo-
cratic” government (established in March 1923) conditional on
the latter relying for its support on the organs of the prole-
farian United Front: factory committees, control committees,

letarian hundreds. The right Social-Demecratic leaders at
the ouiset offered strong opposition tc the formation of joint
prolefarian hundreds. Howevet, the German Communist Party
(with the exception of the Leipzig district) has succeeded to

“.establish everywhere joint hundreds together with the social

‘democratic workers against the wishes of the Social-Democratic

.

Jeaders. In this question the Saxon workers are far ahead of
the proletariat in the other parts of the country. The Social-
Democratic leaders are in a d~sperate position. In Prussia the
Social-Democratic Minister tr tee Interior, Severing, has pro-
hibited the formation &° cuch hundreds. By his orders, members
of the control commirtees and hundreds in Berlin have been
arrested and brought before the State Tribunal. In Saxony, the
Social-Democratic Premier Zeigmer has recognised the necessity
for the formafion of proletarian hundreds, and the Social-Demno-
cratic Minister for the Interior Liebmann was compelled to
sanction their formation in Dresden during the provocative
actions of the Fascisti. There the police forces were withdrawn
from the streets, and the workers hundreds ‘madé themseives
responsible for the pretection of the working class. The Weimar
constitution was practically annuled. Although {his state of
affairs was only of a transitory nature owing to the cbiective
situation, it must nevertheless be intolerable for the capitalist
State. The Cuno Government as a capitalist Goyvernment de-
manding submission to its dictates, cannot of course tolerate the
development of the hundreds into non-parliamernitary class organs
and weapons of the workine class in Saxony while it prohijbits
the formation of such hundreds in Prussia. This explains the
atfitude of the Nationa! Government towards the Saxon Govern-
ment. In this question Cuno’s Nafional Executive and the Party
Executive of Herr Wels will join ‘hands in their attack on the
Saxon working class.

Having carefully examined the application of the United

Front tactics -in Germany, the K.P.D. can say that it las
succeeded to a considerable extent in putting ‘into practice the
theses of the Fourth World Congress on this matter., This
applies especially to a paragraph ia the Theses saying:
) “In applying United Front {facticts it is of paramount
importance {o arrive not only at agitational but also at organi-
sational resuits. Every opportunity must be taken to establish
organisational points d'appui within the working class itself
(Factory Commuttees, Contrel Committees consisting of workers
of all parties and of non-party workers commitices of action
etc.).

The most important paint in the United Front factics is
and always will be the agitational co-ordination of the working
nasses :

Our strategy has succeeded in surrounding the Communist
vanguard- with a large body of working class sympathisers.
Moreover, the K. P.D. has not limited itself to influencing the
working masses ideologically, but has shown great skill in
giving a firm organisational basis to this influence. At present
the Communist Party has rallied to its banner the United Frent
organs as active outposis o the revolutien. These organs are
under its poiiu'cal leadership and it also influences their outiook.
This fact 1s a clear proof of the magnitude of the change in the
balance of power within the proletariat. The social democratic
workers, having gat rid ideologically of the counter-revolutionary
leadership of the old party bureaucracy, join the Communist
workers in the ranks of the United Fronf, previous to taking the
next step, entry into the Communist Party. [t is, as yet, im-
possible to ascertain the degree of this change of the balance
of balance of power, but that which is taking place slowly in the
course of a stubkorn struggle will come down like an avalanche
when the time will have arrived for open struggles and revo-
lutionary action. In exposing the Social-Democrats, and in
bringing vividly before the massés the contrast between the will
of the workers fo struggle for Socialism with the weapons of
the class struggle and the will of the leaders to indulge in
coalition policies with the bourgeoisie, the K. P.D. is practically
liquidating Social-Denjocracy. Through the application of the
United Front tactics, the K. k. D. rallies ever iicreasing masses
to its banner, and thus creates the pre-requisites for proletarian
dictatorskip and the ultimate victory of the working class.

The Possibilities of Fascism in Spain
By .Andres Nin.

Spain is a pre-eminently agrarian country. Out of
20 milkion inhabitants, there are scarcely 2 millicn indusirial
workers. The great major.ty of the couniry population consists
of agricultural laborers, who are employed on the great farms
of central and southern Spain. In other parts of Spain agrarian
conditions vary greatly. There are medium farmers, poor small-
holders, tenant farmers, and besides these semi-farmers, who
rossess a piece of land but are occupied at the same time zas
aborers. Thus in Spain there does not exist any great compact
mass of small landowners, wha can form, as in Italy, a serious
danger for the revolutionary proletariat. The great majoﬁty
of agricultural laborers join forces with the city workers, with
whose aid they have already carried on great joint struggles.

£
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A: second intportant element of Fascism, the one-time officers and -

other elements declassed by the great war, is lacking in Spain.
The Spanish state is in a condition of complete disintegration.
'The bourgeoisie possesses no ]arFe organized parties, apart from
that of the Catalonian industrialists. ~Neither is there in Spain
any powerful nationalist movement, as in Italy.

Thus -the situation in Spain is' objectively favorable for
revolutionary development, but the proletariat’is not capable of
utilizing this favorable situation. !

ined labor organization, and the Communist Party is still weak.

ut on the other hand certain tendencies towards Fascism may
be observed. . .

These tendencies are incorporated in the following counter-
revolutionary organizations: L
- 1. The Somates: an armed organization of the bourgeoisie
in Catalonia. In Barcelona alone if counts over 12,000 members.

2. The Accion Ciudadana: This organization is similar
to the Somates, but much weaker in numbers. It exists in various
cities, especially in Madrid and Saragossa. ) .

3. The ‘so-called ‘free trade umions”, a_ police organi-
zation, which has nothing in common with the trade unions
beyond the name. In reality these are bands for murdering the
best known comrades.

4. The Requetes. This is thé youth organization of the
arch-reactionary party known as the Carlist. They possess
military organization, and have already murdered several of their
political opponents. T
so-called “ free trade unions”. !

- 5. The Jintas de Defensa. These are organizations of the
active officers of the army, and were founded in the yeaf I917.
They form a sort of secret government upon which the political
-organizations of the coimtry are dependent. They are powerful,
dissatisfied with the policy of the official government, above all
in Morocco, and there is imminent danger of their attack.

In Barcelona the big industrial bourgeoisie has formed an
organization. This has .adopted the name of “ Fomento del
Trabajo Nacional”, Tt exercises' a great influence on the
“government, aided by the strongest political party of the Cata-
onian bourgeoisie, Known as the regionalist party. The men
who play the leading part in this.employers’ union stand openly
for the necessity of creating a Fascist movement in Spain.
Besides this ‘there is a general employers’ union, well organized,
and assembling the forces of the collective big. medium, and

tty bourgeoisies of the country. | This union also favors the
lE)ermation of  bands of murderers. Its former president, Grau-
pera, delivered several addresses calling upon the employers
to follow the Ifalian example. An Ifalian Fascist general,
Novelli, also delivered an address in Barcelona. The organ of
the employers' union, Production, Commerce, and Consumption,
wrote in 1ts March number:

“The viotory of Fascism has freed Italy from mob
rule, and has made it impossible for an impudent minority,
which wanted to transform the wonderful sky of Italy into
the melancholy nothern sky of Russia, to do any more harm.
Though Fascism has won its victory at the cost of many
acts of injustice and violence, still the. communists represent
the system of Terror, and of l_Lvranny exercised by the igno-

~rant masses. The aim of Fascism is the restoration of
national, soundness, but communism is only the imperialism
" of the men in Moscow.”

At the beginning of April Senor Cambo; the leader of
. ihe regionalist. party, declared at a meeting that the lowering of
the costs of production must be enforced, %y the use of extreme
violence if necessary; and Ossorio, the leader of the new “ Social
People’s Party ” emphasized in a speech that should he have to
choose between democracy and ‘“action” (by which he meant
Fascism), then he would choose ““action”. In April the secre-
. tary of the “free trade unions” journeyed to Italy for purposes
of study, and a group was formed in Barcelona under the name
of Traza. This group published an appeal, in which it spoke
somewhat vaguely about its aims. But in Spain it is well known
that this organization is anxious to follow the example of Italian

Fascism. -

The situation is extremely grave. The reformists still
advocate the policy of (lass colf;bo'ration. The anarcho-syndi-
s calists, who still exercise a great influence, are in a state of
complete confusion. It is only the'communisis and the followers

.- of the Red International of Labor Unions who have given the
~ working masses concrete slogans. They recommend the for-
mation of the proletarian united front and a decisive mass action.
If the working class follows these slogans, the Spanish prole-
. lariat will save itself. Strongly organized, it will be invincible.

- But-should there be no such prolefarian organization, then the

. Fascist elements may attempt to follow the Italian example.

s —_—
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OUR PROBLEMS

: 3 /
On Co-operation
By N. Ltﬂ

I i

Whenever 1 have writien on the New Economic Policy,
I have invariably referred to the article written by me in 1919
on State Capitalism. This has frequentty aroused doubts amon
some young comrades, but their doubts have been mainly direct
to the abstract political thgory.

They have been of the” opinion that we cannot speak of
a state of society as state capitalism, when in this state the

-means of production belong to the working class, and state power

is also in the hands of the working class. But they overlook
the fact that in the first place I made use of the term ‘ state
capitalism” for the purpoge of establishing the historical con-
nection between our present position with the position taken in
my polemics against the se-called * left” communists. Already
at that time I pointed out that a state capitalism would be a
higher form than that of our present economics. For me it
was of the greatest importance to show the inherent connection
between ordinary stafe capitalism and that extraordinary, indeed
quite extraordinary, state capitalism of which I was speaking
when I introduced the New Economic Policy to my readers.
In the second place it is the practical aim that has always been
imporfant to me. And the practical aim of our New Economic
Policy was: to obtain concessions. But under our present
conditions the concessions would represent the purest type of
state capitalism. This was the point of view from which I
considered State Capitalism,

" But there is yet anather side from which we can make
use of state capitalism, or at least of’ something analogous.
This is the question of co-qperation. “

There is no doubt that co-operation within the capitalist
state is a collective capitali§t mstitution. And it is also beyond
dispute that under our present economic conditions, now that
we are uniting private capitalist undertakings—but only on
land which is our common property, and solely under the control
of the state power belonging to the workers—with undertakings
of a consistently socialist type (in which the means of production,
the ground on which the undertaking is erected, and the under-
taking itself, all belong to the state), it is beyond all doubt that
here the question of a third form of undertaking arises, ome
which formerly fpossessed no profound, independent significance—
the question of the co-operative undertaking. Under private
capitalism, the co-operative undertakings have differed from the
capitalist undertakings in being collective enterprises. Under
State Capitalism the co-operative undertakings differ from the
state capitalist undertakings, first in being private enterprises,
and secondly 'in being collective. Under the present order of
things in our state, the co.operative undertakings differ from
private capitalist undertakings in being collective, but they do
not differ from the socialist: undertakings, if they are based on
the principle of state property, that is, on the principle that the
lal:d and. the means of production are the property of the working
class. :
This circumstance ig not accorded sufficient attention when
cooperation is spoken of amongst ys. It is forgotten "that our
unique form of state, imparts an exclusive importance to co-ope-
ration in our, country. Apart from the concessions, which, by the
way have never developed to any important degree, co-operation
is perfectly synonomous with socialism under our conditions.

I shall explain this. Why were the plans laid down by the
old co-operators, beginning with Robert Owen, so fantastic?
Because they dreamed of the peaceful transformation of the pre-
sent state of society into a’ socialist one, without giving any
thought fo such fundamentsl 1uestions as class warfare, the
conquest of political power by the working class, the overthrow
of the rule of the exploiting ¢lass. And therefore we were quite
right in seemf' nothing but foolish and romantic imaginings in
this “co-operative” socialism: mere dreams for the conversion of
class enemies into class co-operators, of class war into class peace
iclt\'lll peace), simply by the spread of co-operation among the popu-
ation.- -

There is no dbubt whatever that we have been in the right
from the standpoint of the fundamental task of the present day.
For without the class struggle for the political power of the state
it is impossible to realize socialism.

ut let us consider how matters have changed since tfie
state power actually came into the hands of thg ‘working class,
since the political power of the exploiters was overthrown, and all




i N“- 2”.'4. ‘

Inferaational. Press. Correspondence

461

means of production (with the exception of those placcd volun-
tarily and temporarily in the hands of the exploiters, on terms
of concessions) belonged to the working class.

We have now the right o say that the growth of co-ope-
ration (with the “slight” reservations mentioned above) is for us
synonomous with the growth of socialism. At the same time we
| must admit a fundamental alteration in our whole point of view
| with regard to socialism. This fundamental alteration.consists
' jn the fact that hitherto we have rightly laid the greatest emphasis
i, on the»Eglitical struggle, on the revolution, on the conquest of
. power; but now the time has come to attach the greater impor-
' tance to peaceful orgamizatory “ cultural” work. I might sa
| * that our attention must now be concentrated on the work of cul-
. {ure, apart from international relations, where the. highest impor-

tance has to be attached to our duty of defending our positions
' against the world. But if we set aside this consideration, and
! limit ourselves to our internal economic relations, the centre of
gravity of our ‘work lies in cultural activity. ,
| 1 We are faced by two great epoch-making tasks. First,
| -the task of re-organizing our apparatus which we have completely |
| taken over from the past epoch. During five years of fighting
| 'we have not succeeded, and in the nature of things could not
| succeed, in accomplishing anything here. Our second task con-
| sists in cultural work among the peasantry. And cultural work

among the peasantry, as an economic aim, is precizely one of
' the things accomplished by co-operation. Once given complete

co-operation, we should already have a firm foothold on socialist

ground. But the attainment of these conditions of complete co-

operation assumes such a state of culture among the peasaniry

that this co-operation is impossible without a cultural revolution.
! Our opponents have often toid-us that we have thought-
. lessly undertaker the realization of socialism in a country of
defective culture. | But they are entirely mistaken if they consider
themselves justified in reproacking us for nof having begun _the
work at that the end at which, according to theory (of various
pedants), it should have been begun. For us, the political and
social revolution was merely the fore-runner of “that cultural
revolution on whose threshold we are still standing.

This cultural revolution is all that is needed for us to
become a completely socialist country. But this cultural reyolu-
tion demands enormous efforts, not merely in purel cultural
spheres (combatting illiteracy, etc.), but also in material respects,
for the necessity of transforming our land into a cultural land
implies a certain developrhent of material means of production,
a certain material basis. :

THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT -

The Third Anniversary of the
*Kommunisika”, The Women's
Organ of Soviet Russia‘s Proletarian
E - Revolution

By Clara Zetkin.

. Can it be only three years since the Kommunistka first
appeared among our women comrades, amon _the proletarian
"land peasant women of Soviet Russia, as a riend and 'guide,
. going before to show the path, and to strengthen the forces of
" the women striving and fighting for their emancipation through
socialism? ~ How many and how mighty are the events which

" have been enacted during these three years in Soviet Russia itself,
‘and 7n the world beyond its frontiers! Events numereus and

. important enough to fill whole volumes of history, were .we to
fully describe and examine them. Evenis such as generally
require gdecades, or even centuries, to so transform the face of
society or intervene so decisively in the life of the peoples. But
the heroes of these events arise from classes hitherto consigned
{o the outer darkness, and who are now pressing forward into

. 1the full light of history—those classes which in other countries

“are still .trampled under foot as mere refuse: the workers and
peasants. The three years during which the Kommunistka has
exisfed and carried on its work are not be measured by our
common conceptions of time. These have been years of prole-
{arian revolution, of the revolution arising from the creative
masses, and it is this which imparts to the third anniversary of
the Kommunistka its great importance.

L And indeed: The work and value of the Kommunistka can
only be properly estimated in_the light of the great world histo-
rical happenings in which this women’s organ has originated,
and which it serves. It is the conteniration of somethin% which
has been evolving for centuries, the conceniration of the longing

- and desire of innumerable generations. These three years haye

been filled with the life and work of revolution, above all of a
proletarian revolution, which is not content—like a bourgeois
revolution—with placing state power. in the hands of a class

. hitherto dominated and suppressed, but which at once entrusts

the siate power of this class with an enormous. task: that of
revolutionizing economics and society in accordance with that
communism which alone is capable of giving to the weary and
sorrow laden, and therefore to women, their share of the sunshine
of perfect freedom, their share of every gift and opportunity
common to humanity. ‘

_ The Kommunistka appeared as an organ of a revolution
which was already able 1o boast of proud victories. But precisely
for this reason, the tasks confronting the revolution were the more
gigantic and difficult. It had to detend what it had won against
the treacherous and unscrupulous attacks of counter-revolution
at home, and aginst the no less treacherous and-unscrupulous
machinations of the world bourgeoisie. At the same time it had
to devote a great part of its emergies to the construction and
improvement of economics, to their renewal and development in
accordance with communist ideals. And Russia’s economics
were, for the most part, still deep in the morass of backwardness,
siill suffering from the effects of the worst sins of capitalism
and Czarism, and shaken to their foundations by the crime of the
predatory world war. The Russian workers had no one to help
them in this unkeard of task. The proletariats of the highly
developed capitalist countries had‘anowed themselves to be
inoculated with the virus -of diffidence, of lack of confidence in
their own powers. They started back in alarm from the fulfil-
ment of their historic duty of carrying on the world revolution
begun by their Russian brothers and sisters. Soviet Russia has
been the scene of a Titanic battle for the development of a new
world . order, of a world which is to realize the dream of the
thinkers, poefs, and prophets, a world ‘which is to satisfy that
cry of lamentation and hope which such innumerable millions
have uttered all through the history of mankind: a society of
liberty, equality, and fraternity for all, a society of peace on earth
and goodwill among all men!

The proletarian and peasant women of Sovief Russia,
whose ftorchlight is the: Kommunistka, have never been mere
inactive spectators of this struggle. Their, whole will and
capacity are devoted to its service. The proletarian revolution is
flesh of their flesh, bone of their bone, gpirit of their spirit. Was
it .not working women and soldiers’ wives who first sounded
the alarm bell of revolution, and demonstrated in tens of thou-
sands in the streets of Petrograd, crymg out: Bread and peace!
Women were lackinF in no struggle in which the workers, led
by Bolsheviki with clear aims, fought for the conquest of political
power; and women have been among the victims of these
struggles. Women have played their part as fighters, defying
death, as nurses, as comnussaries, and in many other responsible
positions in the rank and file of the heroic Red Army, when this
was defending the soil of Soviet Russia, sacred to the revolution,
againsts the armies of Yudenitch, Denikin, Koltchak, Wrangel,
and the bands of White Guard Poland. Millions of working and
peasant women have undergone every deprivation in the
“trenches ” of indusiry and agriculture, and therely helped to
render the Red Army invincible. With burning hearts, and with
never-resting hands, they took up arms against the famine cata-
strophe and its frightful results in 1921. With utter self-abnega-
tion they have worked for the economic and social structure in
which free and happy human beings are to dwell.

To be sure, the enormous totality of working women
and peasants of Soviet Russia do not yef belong to the army of
those who have worked comprehendingly, courageously, and self-
sacrificingly for the mighty and fruitful creation of the revolu-
tion, This has so far beem the work of the revolutionary van-
guard only, the elite of these giganiic masses. But that which
this revolutionary vanguard has already accomplished,~and is
still accomplishing daily and hourly, is a proof that it is impe-
ratively necessary for the broad masses of women still outside
of our movement, but belonging to the producing classes, to be
filled with the clear and penetrating spirit and strong will of the
revolution. The great historical hour must bring forth a gene-
ration of women worthy of it. Communism, if it is to break the
fetters which exploiting ownership has fastened upon man and
woman alike. requires the joint labors of man and woman. How
great is the honor which thus falls to the Kommunistka, but how
great also the task and responsibility bound up with its existence
and its endeavors. It has to keep alive the sacred fire of reve-
lutionary conviction, of energy, and enthusiasm among the women
of the proletariat and peasantry; it must fan the flame into ever
greater creative incandescence. It must serve those who are
already awakened, but whose footsteps are still uncertain, as an
enlightener and jnstructor; and to l?wse who already know the
goal and the p3th leading to if, it must act as advisor and ¢
stimulator; to a?l it must be a faithful and reliable -guide, the
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voice of the revolution, the voice of the social proletarian
conscience.

For three eJ'ears the Kommunistha has faithiully and

successfully carried out these manifoid tasks, Has carried them
out amidst all the dangers and difficuities with which revolutio-
nary Soviet Russia has been wrestling, and despite the many
obstacles ‘inherent in the nature of this organ and its field of
activity. i .

)The Kommunistka, in giving knowledge and insight to the
women of the proletariat and peasantr{, binds them firmly
fegether in spirit and will with the revolution and the Soviet
system—a pledge that evolution is leading to communism. Allied
1o the peasantry, ‘the workers hold political power in their hands.
Under this system, they exercise their dictatorship, and their repre-
sentalive, the Communist Party, steers the ship of revolution across
the stormy sea, straight to the communist harbour. Soviet power
implies proletarian power, and proletarian power implies social
revolution, ‘annihilation of capitakism, establishment of commu-
nism. The Kommaunistka, which enlightens the proletarian and
peasanti women on the historical significance of events, gathers
them {ogether and makes them loyal supporters of Soviet power.
It hammers into their consciousness the truth that Soviet power
signifies their power as well, that Soviet power secures their
future liberty. . :

The Kommunistka, a pillar of fire will light the way for wor-

- king women of Soviet Russia in the/days of hardship and struggle

now confronting us. The world bourgeoisie is on the point of
culminating its general offensive against the proletariat, the
dmnhcnﬁ of every country, ® a campaign against Soviet
Russia. Soviet Russia is the first great [proletarian position of
power created by the world revolution. It is the stronghoid of
ali the exploited and emslaved who rebel aginst oppression, who
Jong for freedom, human dignity, and kappimess. So long as
the Russian workers’ and peasants’ state remains unconquered,
world capital cannot fully enslive all those who possess little
or nothing, and consolidate its rule upon . the lasting misery of
the poor. ‘And Soviet Russia is mot merely ‘maintaining itself,
H is making progress, it is developing jurther by its peaceful
work. Within a comparatively short space of time the Soviet
republic will be a flourishing community, whilst the capitalist
And it should be
remembered that the rich natural resources of Russia, and the
many millions of workers and peasants, arouse the greed of the
capitalists for profits. |

The English imperialists are whefting their swords for
an aftack on Soviet Russia. Lord Curzon's mltimatum was a
declaration of war. The vassal states of the Entente, from the
Gulf of Finland to the mouth of the Danube, are arming for
imvasion. The murder of our esteemed Vorovsky was the danger
signal. Conscious of -the significance of peace for the recon-
struction of her economy, and for the working masses of the
whole world, Soviet Russia has made the greatest possible con-
The workers of
England, and the thinking workers of the whole world, are at
_one with iet Russia, in the cause of peace, And in case of
war, there is the uncon Red Army, and the Red Fleet.
But war against Soviet, Russia would mecessarily mean another
world war. Such a war is already being pn for in the
Ruhr by the French imperialists; for these are not satisfied with

"'robbing ‘Germany- econcmically, “but “strive for her political

dismembermenf. War may come like a thief in the night on the

Dardaneiles stion, on the question as to who is to have the

fli’m gazms robbery in Turkey, or to rule in the Near and the
ar sf. !

Thus the storm clouds darken the’ whole sky, and the
prove disastrous even tp the economy of
the Russian workers” and peasants’ state, and {9 its general Jeve-
lopment. But Soviet Russia is armed and ready. Iis passionate
desire for peace will only be equalled by its valor and deter-
mination in fighting if fight it must. And again it will be the
proletarian and peasdnt women of Soviet Russia who devote the
whole of their energies to ensuring victory to the Soviet flag,
.whether by &aceful work for the reconstruction of economic li
or amidst the clash of arms in a life and death struggle. “The
“Kommunistha will lead these heroines in the future as it does
foday, firing their enthusialtic devofion, imcreasing their ener-
gies. In this full confidence the revolutionary proletarian women,

.and their champions, the comnnmist women, send greefings from

all countries to the Kommunistka on its-anni ersary. And in

gnet_mg the Kommanistka they greet all thel brave and . seli-
enying proletarian and peasant women of Saviet Russia, who
live for fhe cause of revolufion, and are y o give their

They greet in the Kommunistka a conside-

that proletarian revolution fo which the future
' Russia, and in the whole world] !

k.

.movement.

The Position of the Women's Move-
- ment in the Near East
By Dina Schreiber (Berlin).

Since the war, 8 growing interest has been felt by every
stratum of the fation of the countries of the Near and Far
East.- The whole proletariat of the Occident is turning with ever
increasing interest to the.East, for it is well aware that the
awakening proletarian magsés of the Orient represcnt poweriul
allies against Imperialism; and that the successes wou by .the
eastern proletariat are determined by, and in turn determine the
western proletarian forces. )

The struggles arisinig among the proletarian masses have
naturally been accompanied by a mighty women’s movement. The
wormen of the working and peasant class, after centuries of
degradation and exploitation, were, however, incapable of taking
the initiative in the fight for their emancipation; in most cases
they were only able to fake part in a bourgeois intellectual
women’s emmancipation movement, ag a fore-runner to their own
It was pot ustil after the Russian revolution that
the limitations of the bourgeois women’s movement were over-
come, and women induced to take part in the general s gle
for social emancipation. The Women’s Secretariat for the Near
and Far East has undertaken the leadership in this struggle.
The task is by no means a light ome. For the economic
development, and the resuliant social and legal status of woman,
varies greatly in the different regions of this vast area. The
women living in the industrial centres (for
Batum) "have, for de¢ades, been class-conscious fighters; but on
the other hand fhe Musselman, Tartar, and Armenian women of
the peasant and trading class™ belong to the most backward
section of {he population. It was not until the war that the
pressure of economic necessity obliged them to break through
the confines of mere domestic work, and drove them to work
in the fields and factories, thus creating the first premise for
their emancipation. - The' pational hate amongst the various
tribes exploited by each succeeding ruler of these districts for
playing the peoples off against each other, is another obstacle
in the way of a umited  revolutionary movement. Different
working methods are required in the trans-Caucasian Soviet
district—where women cniofv legal and economic¢ equality—and
in the distric's still under foreion rule.

Comrades Kasparova and Arbori-Ralli have sent in am
extremely interesting repart on their work, to the International
Women's Secretariat, The following is an epilome of this
report: )

I. The Soviet countries of the Near East.

A.Georgia.

Even before the proletarian revolution, fhe women
belonging to the industrial centres (Tiflis, Bakum, Kutais), took
active part in the proletarian movement and in numerous strikes,
In 1917 they received full political rights; five women were
elected fo the constituent agsembly. But is was not until after
the Bolshevist revolution that the women displayed great political
interest. The women’s communist groups in Georg'a have come
intoexistence since this fime. At the Soviet eleclions héld in
Tiflis 1921 18 women were elected, in the province of Tiflis
22 women, in Senak 24, efc. After the Bolshevist revolufon,
Musselman women's schools were established in Tiflis, and
weaving and spinning coo?cratives were founded; of these last,
the co-operative workshop: founded by nuns is worthy of special
attention, commmunist propaganda having exercised the greatest
influence om this. The greatest at'ention is deveted fo the
establishment of maternity and children’s homes. :

Two obstacles have lain in the path of the communist
movement: in the first place the backwardness of the peasant
element forming the greatér part of the population; in the second
place the mational hate against Russia, caused by the oppression
of the Caucasian tribes under Czarism, and which was further
stirred up ‘{o the highest possible degree by the Menshevist
government. To these are to be added the violent national
antagonism within the country itself between Ossetes and
Georgians, Armenians and Jews. All these reasons explain why
it is only since 1922 that really large masses of working and
peasant women have joined the communist movement.

B) Armenia. - .

.. Armenia is the poqrest of the Soviet countries, and is
decidedly an agrarian cogniry. It was not until the war that
the women forsook housework to go and work in the fields. The
movement here has thus been pre-eminently a house-wives’ and
peasanis movement. Since: the rule of the Soviets, they have taken
part in public life. In 1922, there were 61 women elecied fo

instance Baku, -
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the Soviets; the deputy president of the execufive commitice
of the Arienian Republic 1s a peasant woman. Characteristically,
inthis backward country the leading role is played by the
infellectual women. :

C) Azerbaijan.

There is no country in which the proletarian revolution

has exercised such a powerful influence on the position of
women as in Azerbaijan, for here the !
developmeni, was- already presenf. The Russian, Armenian,
and Jewish working women, working in the Baku district, are
- also entireiy different fo the Turkish women vegelaling as mere
slaves 1o {lieir husbands in the interior of the couniry. But even
in the indusirial disiricts, the women did not obtain perfect
- equality until after the proletarian revolution. But the struggle

is not merely for the retoinition of woman’s personal.ty, 1. is
for the transformation of her position in economic and social
life. For this purpose, women’s co-operatives are being founded,
for agricultural work, for silk-worm breeding, for weaving,
embroidery, and carpet making. Where such work cannot be
ins‘ituted ‘schools are established, and the women insiructed in
social work o

" The number of communist women in Azerbaijan.is 20,0C0;
at the congress held in 1921, 1200 delegates appeared from the
most backward villages .

i The clearest picture of the
whole of the Transcausasian Soviet Republics was afforded
by the congress meeting at Baku in May 1022: 262 delegates
were present, representing iwelve different Caucasian nationali-
ties; 163 delegates were non-partisan, 98 communists, one a
Menshevis'; afl were filled with the proud consciousness that
the working population of the Trans-Causasian Soviet' sfaies
represents the vanguard of all the peoples of the East.

IL The Newly Awakend East.

In the colowiai dsiric's {ire movement jg faced with much

reater diificulties. ior h:re every means is being employed

" fo suppress any attempt at independent economic and political
development. The natural result is that the class war characfer
of the movement, being concealed under national forms, is not
always sufficiently apparent, so that it has frequently happened,
that native bourgeoisie and proletariat have joined forces fo fight
against the “national ememy”. But every success won by the
national bourgeoisie further accentuates the confradictions wilhin
the country iiself, and helps to dig the grave of the bourgeoisie.

A) Tupkcy.

) For mang- cenfuries Tu !
alternately plundered by England, France, Germany, and Russia
throughoitt the whole of the 20th century. Raw materials were
obtained frcm the country, and worked up in the western stafes.
But the wesiern capitalists were too afraid of competition to
permit any native industry to devel Thus Turkey me the
typical land of constant deca{, where a bribed and corrupt
bureaucracy lived a pleasant life at the expense of igmorant
masses of peasants. No alferation took place until the urkish
revolution in 1008: some few industrial undertakings were
founded, the women ceased working in their homes, and
gradually commenced working in the weaving and spianing
mills, and in the {obacco faclories, on starvation wages and
with a 12 hour day. But there was still no thought of a proletarian
women’s movement. R s were received only of a bourgeois
women’s movement, which originated in conneciion with the
young Turkish revolution and ded some .separate items of
women’s rights. ) .

\ It was the war which brought about the proletarian
women’s movement, During the war the men were at the front.
Every worker was requir Women’s labor made its way into

. every workshop, into trade and transport, into war industry,

_ even info the army itselfl. Thus in Anatolia women took part in
national defence. Today 20 % of all workers in Turkey are

women.

) So loug as the Communist Party was working illegally,

7. work among the women was extremely difficult; but today, now
“that the party is legal ,it has organized numerous meetings for

working women, published women’s articles in the communist
newspapers /mea and Jkaz, and has issued 5 women’s pamphlets.

1PI: backwardness of the country renders it mecessary
toanplaydﬁierentformofprbpagandawu;oumﬁl} e;
for despite the significance gained by women in economic ife
during the war, they are still completely without political rights.

_ The national movement, directed against foreign capital, continues
to play an important But the continued impoverishment of

the Turkish masses, who are no longer living scattered all over
large cities and factories,

i

the country, but are concentrated in
i ' ;

- fate, furthers thé influcnce exercised by the communist

e-requisite, industrial .

movement {hroughout ihe .

was a poor vassal slale, .

.a serious error,

and, thus betfer able fo perceive the community of their wrefched
aries
of Euroge, and ecpecially the shining example pi Soviet Russia;
all this is driving the 'working masses into conflicts- which lead
far beyond their original aims.

B) Syria.

. In 1840, French capital established the first silk factories
in Syria. By the year 1912 there were already 200 factories,
belonging for the most part to the English. In 1911 there were
120.0 women te 14000 workmen. Foreign capital did away
with home industry, converted the-semi-icmadic peoples injo
settled tribes, and shut-up the women for 13 hours daily in the
factories. The preyalence of women's work has been accom-

nied by a corresponding greater par.icipation of women in
itellectual life. The objective pre-requisites for the development
of a proletarian women’'s movement are (o a great extent givii.

C) Persia.

As yet, no proletarian women’s movement exis{s in Persia.
The feuda{ conditions under wtich Persian economic life is carried
on,and which are ttrenuously miintained by foreign capital, render
any proletarian movement impossible. There are only a few
infellectual women, who, having completed their studies in ;
Europe, revolt against the exis.ing conditions. In 1921 a popular
women's paper Woman's World appeared in Teheran, edited by
an academically educated woman. This periodical was
prohibited, with the agreement of the socialist party, as it was
alleged to run counter (o the laws of the Koran. It was however
speedily replaced by another newspaper, the Lissane Zinon
(Women's Voice) which continues to exist today.

D) Egypt.

Conditions are very different in Egypt. As early as 18900
the best known of Egyptian au hors, Kassim Emir, “the Luther
of the Orient”, raised his profest in {wo of his works against
the degradation of women. Since this time, changes in woman's .
social posifion may be observed, but only in bourgeois circles.
The wife of the fellah continues to perform the hardest labor,
whilst her husband confinues to loaf about as before. The women
of the lower classes are exposed to a threefold exploitation:
exploitfation by their husbands, by the state, and by foreign
capital. Indusiry is more developed in Egypt than in the other
countries of the Near East. In 1897 there were already 63,700
women occupied in {obacco factories, spinning and weaving mills.
This number is steadily increasing. They are worked 12 hours
a day for a wa;‘;e one third of that paid the men. Bul before 1919
it was impossible o speak of a proletarian wonten’s movement.
The women participated extensively in the great strikes of the
year 191020, which were directed against English rule. They
acfed as pickets, erected barricades, and pariicipated. in all the
street ﬁghts. They fook energetic part in every street demonsira-
tion, and in some girls’ schools there were even strikes organized
against English teachers. .

Although all sections of the population participate in. this
struggle, the movement is permeated &)y innumerable nationalist
nofions. But in every colonial siate the national movement is
the necessary precursor to the struggle for social emancipation.
The historical task to be performed by the communist parties
within the colonial states consists therefore, in the recognition
and utilization of the national movement as a necessary fransition
movement in the fight for social emancipdtion.

[ IN THE INTERNATIONAL

Zinoviev on the Events in Bulg¢aria

Comrade Zinoviev in his concluding speech on the Report
of the Executive, delivered at the Session of the Enlarged Execu-
tive of the Comintern, dealt with the situation in Bulgaria. He

stated:

The news cumes from Bulgaria that Stambolisky is prepar-
ing for a counterblow and that in Plevna, the Communists
would have made an uprising, but that the Central Committee
of the Communist Party opposed it. If this news is frue, it was_
Now we must ally ourselves with the accursed™
Stambolisky. The Bolshevists fought with Kerensky against
Kornilov. The Bulgarian Party has the accumulation of-25 years
behind it; it must now show whether this was an accumulation of
Communist energy. There are mow three possibilities in -Bu).

aria: The part{ can enter into the fight, in which case it might |
ome a fight for a Workers’ and Peasanis’ Government, 1f

P
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he party does not fight, and the present government stands, then
:he ifevgf the Party gis at stake or the rot will set in. The third
alternative is that the Central Committee of the Party remains
inactive but that the rank and file are drawn into the struggle.
This will lead to a split. We are far away from the source;
we can give no lead from here. But we must draw the attention
of the Bgulgarian Party to the dangers.

RELIEF FOR RUSSIA

World Conference for Economic
Relief qnd Reconsiruction in Russia

By Karl Miller (Berlin).

The world conference for economic aid and reconstruction
in Russia, convened by the 1.W.R. in Berlin for the 17th of June,
proved an impressive demonstration against England’s new

olicy of war and blockade for the purpose of throttling Soviet
Russxa. Besides the LLW.R. other bodies represent were
Nansen’s Relief Committee, the Red Cross, the Quaker Relief,
. the Russian government by its ambassador comrade Krestinsky
and special representatives of the Supreme Economic Council
and of the Agricultural Commissariat, the Ukraine Soviet
Government by the ambassador Aussem, the German Government
by the Reichstag president Lobe and the state president of
Anhalt, Peus. Writien or telegraphic éreetin s were received by
. the conference from the Italian Red Cress, from the committee
of the International Children's Relief, and from the Labor
- Relief committee of Argentina. Lo

Those elected to the presidium were: Ambassador Aussem;
Mrs. Kameneva (Russia); Peus, president of the Diet (Anhalt);
Lady Frey (England), representing the Quaker Relief; Comrade

* Dessang (France), representative of the French trade unions
(C.G.Ti).); and ‘Comrade Miinzenberg, foreign committee of
the L.W.R. . ;

' ; Comrade Miinzenberg opened the congress on behalf of the
1.W.R. Ambassador Krestinsky welcomed the delegates in the
name of the Soviet government, and emphasized the great
interest taken by Russia in the work of ithe congress. The social
democratic state president of Anhalt, Peus, delivered a speech

“ in the course of which he said: | :

“Formerly, we Germans looked tqwards the West, but now

~we realize that we have to look more tp the East. Our welfare
lies in the East, not only economically, but also, as I hope,
politically. For if the workers in Russia succeed in remaining

. rulers o{ Russia, then the rule of the workers over Europe is

also secured.” : . ,
' The following were the items on ithe agenda: 1.” Address

g Comrade Kameneva, representative of the All Russian

: ittee for combatting the resulls of the famine, on:
* The work accomplished hitherto by the relief organizations, and

their future tasks; 2. Address by the representative of the Russian

Agricultural Commissariat, : Friedrichsohn, on the Situation in

Russian Agriculfure, and 3. Address 'by Prof. Trachtenberg,

delegate of the Russian Supreme Economic ,Council, on the

Situation in Russian Industry; this last: was submitted to thcse

present in printed form, on account of {he lateness of the hour.
After an address by Comrade Aussem, Comrade Kamen: va
tendered preliminary greetings to all the friends of the Russian
ple, who already in 1921 came tfo Russia’s’ aid; Comrade
ameneva expressed the sincere thanks of the Russian people.

, | She reminded her- audience of the first world conference of the
- Russian Relief, held in Berlm in December 1921, when the
- problem 1o be faced was the salvation of 30 million human beings
E‘om' immediate death by starvation. Then came the second

. conference of 1922, confronted by the fresh problem raised by
- the comparatively good crops, and the negessity of converting the
relief work into frodudive economic ‘ajd, and into means for
. providing for and training the millions of orpham children left
Ey the war, the revolution, and the famine. The Children’s Relief

-

-, is the most urgent task. Four million destitute orphan children
- 5 have had to be provided for, and even now this work is not yet
- | completely carried out. There is yet a million children who
4. still have fo be maintained and educated at the cost of the state.
| To this must be added the necessity  of providing for the
.+ ,Mmumerable disabled and invalids of every description,
5.5 - - ‘But our most ixnﬁgnant task lies in combatting the causes
Tief the catastrophe, the aid to be given in resoring the
tdevasted farms and the ruined industries—apart from big
: ‘hdmtry Part of this work consists in Providing, live and other
. 2 slock, seed, draught animals and relief for home and industrial
4] D :
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The work done by the A.R.A. has been of great importance
to us. Even though the rations which it distributed cannot be
regarded as sufficient for the maintenance of a human being.
The A.R.A. is however, now ending its activity. Until quite
recently the Nansen organization maintained 71,000 children, the
catholic organization 100,000, the Quaker Relief 40,000, and the
American Mennonites 5,4CQ children; the LW.R., though chiefly
engaged in productive economic relief work, has nevertheless
been maintaining 10,000 children. The largest food rations have
been supplied by the Workers Relief and tghe Quakers, -

With regard to the testoration of agriculture, the work
accomplished this year has been as follows: The people’s com-
missariat for aﬁriculture has s
of seed corn; this seed is loaned. but need not be returned before
a year or 18 months. This has enabled the area cultivated to be
greatly increased this year. For the spring craops alone the area
under cuitivation is 21% greater than that of last year. Compared
with 1916, the difference 1s 48%. In the Ukraine the difference
is greater still; here it amounts to 83% of the area cultivated
in 1916. Besides this, the central committee for Famine Relief
has also supplied 750,000 puds of corn, with which 150,000
hectares have been sown; it has suf)plied 4,700 head of draught
cattle to the famine districts, while the people’s commissariat
for agriculture has supplied 10,000 head; 2,000 horses rejected
by the army were also sent to agricultural undertakin s which
had suffered from the famine. Most important work has been
done in combatting insect. and other field pests. This has
required an expenditure of 250,000 roubles and 42500 pud
of corn. Over 10,000 hectares of land have been successfull
freed from all.pests. Complete data are not yet at our disposa{
but here are a few small examples; from the Crimea for instance,
where the area under cultivation for gardening has increased
from 9,000 to- 14,000 dessjatines, for vineyards from 4,000 to
7,000, and for tobacco from 460 to 2,000 dessjatines. It may be
seen that the rate of development is fairly rapid, and that even
greafer success may be anticipated in the near future.

The total amount of corn collected by the central committee
for Famine Relief was 6 million pud, supplied by the govern-.
ment, and dow in spring an additional 1 million pud.
Besides this, the Ukraine collected 4.5 million pud and placed
it at the disposal of the same relief work. The total amount of
corn thus’ collected has been 11.5 million pud.

) Thg foreign organizations have also devoted much at{en-
tion, during recent months, o the reconstruction of €Cconomics.
A large number of orEaniza(ions have particapted in this work,
for instance the A.R.A., which has now abandoned its activity
in Russia, and is withdrawing the greater part of its organiza-
tions. The number of those still continuing the work is thus
considerably reduced.

Amongst the other helpers, mention must be made of the
Quakers, who have distributed 2,200 horses and 90 tractors
among the peasants of the three districts, and have restored a
large number of houses, children’s homes, etc.,, besides per-
forming excellent relief work by supplying seed, etc. The foreign
organizations have supplied over 200 tractors in all to Soviet
Russia; of these 7 were sent by the Swedish Red Cross, a large
number by the Mennonites, and also a larger number through
Nansen. How the whole work has .been accomplished may best
be seen from a characteristic example which ? should like to
adduce here, the example given by the American organization
the “Joint”. This organization ‘selected 96 localities small
villages, as its field of activitiy. The “Joint” has worked almost
exclusnyely in the Ukraine, in’ the Cherson ouvernement, in the
Yekterinoslav gouvernement, and in the Donez gouvernement.
42 co-operative credit societies have been formed, by whose aid
the Joint mainly functions. The help here afforded is not given
on philanthrophic lines, but is treated as a loan for 2—3 years
at the rate of 4% interest, the intermediary organizations, the

- credit co-operatives, having the right to subtract 10% for their

own expenses. Up to now 75 tractors havé been supplied, and
a large number of other machines—harvesting machinery,
ploughs, harrows, sowing machines; besides this, 30,000 pudys
of -potatoes of s¥perior gorts, and 260,000 pud of seed, have been
brought into the coun}r%' for improvin%I the standard of the
ﬁroducts. Further, over 8,800 horses have been supplied to
orseless farms, each recipient of a horse undertaking fo lend it
to his neighbour at times untjl he has paid off the full value.
Dairies have also been set up.. These dairies devofe their chief
energies to the production of cheese, and have made 400 kilo-
grams of Dutch cheese durin
oxen for breeding purposes

keeping, poultry rearing, and .bee-keeping, haye also received
encouragement. . The organization has also carried out a number

ve also been supplied. Pig-

_ of other helpful actions, such as for instance the feeding of the

plied a total of 28.5 million puds -

i the past month. Horses and-
a
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c!xildign in the children’s homes, the establishment of a students
rganization_in Vororesch, in Kieff, and in Petrogard. Without
of a purely philanthropic character, this description. of

" organization is able to afford very considerable help.

The six months of productive economic relief which have
passed since Ociober do not yet suffice to give a complete idea
of the prospects of development. But they suffice for us to gain
a general idea of the trend of future activity. - The indisputable
signs of agricultural uplift in Russia permit us to look fairly
optimistically into the future, and to hope that the mutual work,
the spontaneous initiative of the populafion, the activity of the
governments and of all organizations, will all further combine to
yield equally good results in the future, so that the consequences
of thie great catastrophe may be finally overcome.

/ omrade Miinzenberg reported” on the activity of the
1.W.R., which possesses at the present time four large farms, an
extensive fishery undertaking, and a shoe factory.

Addresses were then given on the situation in agriculture
and industry.

*  The congress unanimously passed the following resolution:

¢ The third world® congress of the relief organizations
combatting the consequences of the famine in Russia, notes with

reat satisfaction that the relief action has been carried ou, and
1s- still being carried on, in Russia; that.the first successes are
now apparent in the revival of the agrarian districts devastafed
by the famiine catasirophe. :
 The various reports suffice fo demonstrate to the confe-
rence that the plans and organizatory mieasures used for com-

- batting the consequences of the famine, as laid down by the last

world conference, have been right on the whole. .

' The conference points out that a breaking off of the work
begun for combatting the consequence of the famine would mean,
at the present juncture, that all results gained up fo now would
be destroyed, and the population of the districts concerned
again plunged into the greatest misery, should they be visited by
anoéther famine catasirophe.

' The conference affirms that the combatting of the con-
sequences of the famine is a question which dces not concern the
famine areas alone, and points out further, that the whole human
race has interests at stake in the reconstruction of the productive
forces of Russia—a sixth of the surface of the globe. The con-
ference calls upon all social forces to take part in this work, a
work which is not only of material significance, but is of the
greatest cultural and ideal importance, especially at the present
time, when peace is being continually threatened, and a rap-
prochement among the peoples made more difficuit. ) .

For this reason the conference expresses cordial gatisfaction

. at the formation of associations in various countries, having for

their object the eultural rapprochement between all peoples and
new Russia, -

The conference is unanimously of the opinion that the relief
work for the Russian children must be continued, the productive
economic aid must be further extended, in order, by reconstructing
Russia’s economic foundations, to work for World reconstruction.
In order that the lines of action laid down in this resolution may
be carried through, the conference instructs the presidium to ap-

. point a commission from among its own members, which will be

empowered to o up and maintain communication” with all or-

izations working in the sphere of economic and cultural reliet

or Russia.”

In order to_ensure the maintenance of communication
between the separafe organizations, a commission was appoinied,
and will meet reglarly in the future.

' THE LABOR MOVEMENT

Lessons of the American Marine
Sirike

By George Hardy." -

Militancy in the workers is a powerful force. The recent
marine sirike of the .LW.W. shows this clearly. The shipowners
capitulated to the strikers because they feared that the national
strike. and mass tactics of the Marine Transport Workers
‘Indusfrial Union might take root in the minds of the marine
workers. An increase in wages, with better working conditions,
was also long overdue, so that the shipping interes!s, conceded
a 15% increase in wages, the 3 watch system at sea and an eight
hour. day in port. The release of political prisoners . was not
obfained, but.the strikers were correct in using whatever powef
they possessed fo make a real live issue of their continued
incarceration. " . ) . :

!

The fact that different tactics to those of the 1921 strike
were used, will not alter the final result if we do not learn from
the recent strike's obvious lack of organization. Andy Furuseth, .
President of the L.S.U., split his union by his t{waddle to the
United States Shipping Board about an “All-American Marine”
(citizen gzefence on American ships), while the vast majority of
the members of the union came from other countries. The foreign
born workers naturally resented this and left the union. He also
depended upon the “Seamen’s Act”, and asked the capitalist courts
to enforce it, instead of depending on economic power and organi-
zation, and thus developing the fighting spirit of the seamen. The
L.W.W. strike had its agFressive feaiures. Public mass meetings
in defiance of the authorities, and mass picketing resulting
in hundreds of arrests. The seamen signed on as potential scabs
but never sailed in the ships. These tactics, and o:hers of a
Like unature, brought the sirike to a national issue, which would
not have been the case otherwise.

Central Direction Necessary in Strikes,

The ut.er lack of machinery to handle the strike was one
of the outstanding failures. The I.W.W. had no national strike
commiitiee, leaving a settlement in accordance with its national
demands to the local committees at the different ports. Thig

revented a national settlement as far as it was concerned. The
nternational Seamen’s Union did not call a strike; instead, it
opened up negotiations with the United States Shipping Board,
and, by warning the Shipping Board against the radicals and
discrediting them generally, it endeavoured to regain ifs former
restige. However these “‘good boy"” tactics will be of no avail,
or the shipowners recognize only those who exercise power.

Longshoremen's Convention cpposes Amalgamation.

‘At the Convention of the International Longshoremen’s
Association recently held in Boston, which was called before the
end of the seamen's strike, no action was taken to prevent their

.members handling cargo at the many ports which were affected

by the srtike. However, the rank and file jn San Pedro showed
their class solidarity refusing in scab on their fellow workers,
even though they might not agree in principle with them. The
united front of all the marine workers of this port is an example
1o be emulated throughout the industry.

An amalgamation resolution, which was submitied by a
few progressive delegates, was carefully pigeon-holed by the
resolutions’ committee turning it over to the executive committee.
President Chlopak had written in his report a recommendation
for a working agreement, qualifying his desire with the words
‘“or amalgamation”. But when he learned the interpretation put
upon the term, he immediately rose to withdraw this “radical
statement”. To hear that amalgamation meant one industrial
union for all working in the industry, with one set of officials
one constitution, one journal, one treasury, one convention and
one point of view for the whole industry, was too much for him.
He saw himself, due to his ignorance, placed in the camp of
those who are the strongest opponents o! Samuel Gompers, but
also the hope of the American labor movement. This would
not have agreed with the welcome given the convention by the
capitalist Governor of the State, the Mayor of Boston, and the
assistant from the prison at Deer Bland. The convention there-
fore closed without any real progress being made, for the
recommendation for a marine trades department within the
A.F. of L. will not help the Marine workers one iota.

The Power of the Shipowners,

v Against our disjointed craft unions and sectarian
industrial unions stand the most closely allied groups of em-
ployers in America. They represent the greatest industrial
magnates in the world. The Americani International Corporation
controls 125 ships. On its directory, are the Armours, the
meaat {rust; Rockefeller, the oil {rust; Stillman, the financial
trust; Coffin, the electrical trust; representatives of the steel
trust and many other equally powerhir industrial -magnates who
dominate the economic and  political life of the whole natiom.
This corporation holds 20 per cent of the securities of the Inter-
national %(\)ercantile Marine Cor}.‘)., which also controls 119 ships,
The same groups controls t e .American International Ship-
building Corporation, which was many times charged. with

- grafting enormous sums out of the two fiundred million_dollars

it extorted from the government tp build the rjo% Island
shipyards. They also own shares in the United Fruit Company
which controls 90 ships, and are deegly interested in the Pacific
Mail Steamship Company and the Grace and Dellar lines, as
well as being allied with some of the|largest foreign steamship
lines of the world. The United $tates Shipping Board employs
aproximately 35,000 workers, according to recent figures. And
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the American Steamship Owmers Association—{he one big out by the “ Hudqiuaﬂcrs for_Poliﬁal Enlightment” and the
industrial union of shipuwners—uniies all shi ere against body known as the “ All Russian Tcheka for. abohs!;zuég Iilite-
our fragmentary and divided unions. 'How is #t possible to win  racy ” it is intended. to begin work among the orgam strata
against this powerful and unscrupulous ememy? 1t caanot be | of the population (frade unjons, and

done unless we unite our jorces. [

Let Experieace be our Teacher.

Qut of the folly of divisions has arisen a new movement.
The sirike brought out prominently the need for a rank and file
organisation, so a group of mulitans came together from the
various marine organisafions and  formed the /nfernational
Marine Workers Amalgamation Committee. They saw that,
‘unless we united our divided forces, {he slogan “ A strike is
never lost” could mot apply to the recent sirike, even though

we have gained a little more wages and shorter hours, for which *

the I.W.W. can be given credit inasmuch as it precipated the
sirike. We musi not forget that high wages ashore were more
due to chanced ratings, and changed conditions, than to the
sirike itseli. Therefore, we must recognise that if we do not

et more solidarity by building up an industrial union of the
iAzrine Workers, it will be impossiblé -to hold the concessions

granted. : .

t The old slogan “we learn by doing” must be made an
axiom. We must prepare fo combai the formation of a Marine
Trades Department in favor of an amalgamated marine workers
umion, which will take in all the existing organizations. Expe-
rience has shown us that the mefal, building, railroad and

rinting {rades riments, eic., with their district councils
ve not .stopped the workers from scabbing u each other.
We must have a solid front of the marine warkers facing the

employers. -Loyalty to all workers in the industry, no matter
to what section they belong would be our only concern. This is

“ the only way to win against the shipping trust as we have

leamed from bitter experience.

laternational Unieuism our Aim. :

Internatiorally as well as nationally, the maripe workers

are heading for a divided movement. Intemational Seamens
Union is affiliated to the International Seafarers Federation,

" which as known as the “ Entente Lnternational” because it

excluded all those countries that fought against fhe allies. It has
witnessed its affiliated orgamizations beaten ane after another

. without even given publicity to the attacks of the shipowners.

The French Seamens Union withdrew when the last congress
failed to suppert an International eight hour day throughout

all shipping. At the convention of fhe I.L.A. they voted to

affiliate with the International Transport Workers Federation
of Amsterdam, which has recently’ roncluded an agreement
with the Red International of Labor Unions for a United front
against Wir and Fascism. This United front must now be
extended to include all the activities of the Internatiopal Trans-
port Workers. Nothing short of complete unity of purpose, and
action in carrying it out, will ever enable us to score any success
in ourﬁ’:exy-day siruggle. |-

rt section of thezlﬁed International of labor

" ‘umions is the only international that has in the past truly faken

up the fight of the tranns({)on workers. It aims at uniting all
marine workers on.an industrial bagis just as we propose they
ghould be oArfanised nationatly. There will be no international
ecabbing. Already it is almost numerically equal to the I. T.F,,
and its influence and power is greafer. It takes up every fight
of the workers no matter how small{ it carries on revolutionary

ropaganda, and mobilizes the workers for the final struggle.
ts aim is an International Union of Seéamen with an all inclusive
United Transport Workers International. Amglgamation of our
unions, locally, nationally and Internationally, is the objective,
for success lies in solidarify and defeat in division.

IN SOVIET RUSSIA

The Struggie against llliteracy
in Soviet Russia
By A. Bubnov (Moscow).

The II. Al Russian Congress for, the liquidation of
jlliteracy has just been held in Moscow. Delégates from every
part of Russia atftended the congress, and it was resolved to

g that by the 7th Novembér,
'of the October revolution,
viet republies, between the
18 and 35, who caunot-read and write.
design. In accordance with this plan, which has beea worked

re shall be no inhabitant of the

¢
¢

worked out for executing " this .

. of 1920; of these

outh associations, eic.),
to have this com m‘? organized {4 about the summer of 1925.
Preparatory ’worE and organization for combatting illiferacy are
fo be carried on simultaneously among the unorganized fown
and couniry population. Pt ) .
Comrade Lenin, in his lasi article on co-operation, put the
question of * cultural revolution ” very emphatically in the fore-
round. “ This cultural revolution ” he writes, * oflers enormous
ifficulties”. There is no doubt whatever that one of the most
important- conditions of this cultural revolution is the abolition
of illiteracy in the whole country, especially among the millions
of peasan{ inhabitants. »

Illiteracy is still tremendously widespread. The total
number of those who can peither read nor write, in the Fede-
ration bf Socialist Soviet Republics, amounts to about 27 miliions
(aEed 11 o 40 years). In the Russian Soviet Republic (without
Ukraine, Caucasus, efc.) there are 17 million totally illiterate
persons, according {o data furnished by the All-Russian census
4 millions are living in the towns, and 13
millions in the country; 4 millions of men and 13 mullions of
e iy mooation a . Ewropeat part
one ha tofal working population in uropean pa
of the RSFSR. cannot read or write. The numiber of female
illiferates exceeds that of the males by 2.7 %. There are three
times as many illiterates among the rural population as in the
fowns. There are a great number of illiterates in the {rade
unions; the average number is 15 %, accordmﬁe(o the data
issued in 1922 Some unions comtain a far higher proportion
of illiterate members, thus, for instance, the ther workers
union 50 %, the mimers 60 %, and the forest and agricultural
laborers, actually 80 %. . )

10% of the members of the Young Communist League
cannot read or write. Even in the vanguard of the Russian
proletariat, the Russian Communist Party, there are illiterate
members. : Y

Hiiteracy forms an unspeakably heavy burden, and one
which now stands in the way of the development and rebirth
of Soviet, Russia. [lliteracy is a stumbling block in the patly
of economic reconstruction, especally in the country. It prevents
all cultural growth among the masees of the population. So
long as illiteracy prevails, so political or other enlightenment
of the masses is possible.

For this reason the resolution passed by the IL All-
Russian Congress for the liquidation of illiteracy may be desi-

ated as historical; it can and will be of the greatest sigmi-
icance. Everything now depends on -{he manner in which the
mass organizations of the country actually and energetically set
about the solution of this cultural problem. In this work the
leading role again falls to the parfy organizations. The Russian
C.P. underfakes this new work, in the consciousness that the
abolition ‘of illiteracy is the most urgent and important cultural
task of the proletarian state and ibe proletarian party.

Women in the Russian Trade Unions

By /sa Strasser (Moscow).

In' the Russian trade unions there has mever been a
«“Women’s Question” in the sense as is still unfortunately to be
found in the trade unions of western Europe. The Russian trade
unions, under the teadership of conscious socialists, from the ver
beginming adopted an essentially different aifitude towardz
waomen’s work, and the questions connected with it,"from that
taken, for instance, by the trade unions in England, with their
guild character, or the {rade umions of Germany, Cut according
io bourgeois pattern. The admitiance of women to the trade
unions and to hiﬁhly qualified work and the principle: Equal
pay for-equal work, were a matter of course in the Russian trade
unions as early as 1905. Thus a resolution passed by the printing
workers in 1905 demanded the employment of skilled women
printers, and equal J':a‘ymgnt for male and female gmployees doing
similar work. And in 1907 a leading tyade umiomst, Dimitrov,
stated that the employment of a comparatively large mumber of
skilled female compositors in Petrograd and Moscow was due to
the atti{ude faken the trade umions, which had sided in favor
of like fraining for male and female compositor apprentices. In
other industries, as for instance the metal i , the wood
industry, efc., equal rights for women in trade umions and in
the workshops wefe principles which were theoretically reco-

zed by the Russian frade unions, even before the revolution.
t was of course only matural that in a capitalist world, where
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/- the wishes of the workers collided violenfly with those of the

Russian frade unions
Thus

/ of fhe
,zm“"mm e sull achial recognition of these principles.

of women in this profession are
must be admitfed thaf very litile has been attained.

It was wot until polifical power had been captured by, the
the path was cleared for the Russian trade usions

jes im practice. In the Russia of Aoday,
ecisely the same rate ag men’s.
es-as the rkman

-
2
R

But in spite of this—the/great mass o
fo receive, now as bef considerably
. than the nu‘)oﬁty of working men{ The reason for
thig is easily to be seen if we glance af the distribution of women
. oves various trades and professions. Amopg the mefal workers
: ' in this indusiry belong to the
; in the next category
13%. Apmong the
' worker&e mgeh o the &skﬂled and half-
. i~ gkilled category. textile workers proportions are
e hm; here only/17% of {he women workcrs
! to the ‘unskilled assistant but 433% and 31.4%
" to fhe half-skilled and qualified ‘workers. The Russian trade
- unions do not however rd fhis faci—fthat women’s work is
< for the moﬁwﬁart unquaiii' work—as an irremediable fact. The
at is to be fo help women ouf of their position
fled ;orken, s0, mhﬂrgh lﬂfggm‘e]llva and "f”m
industry " be raised fo' a higher —this is ome o
qmﬁonsn::’whidl the sian frade umions are devofing the
. Thus the meial workers union con-
y leaders, faclory direcfors, and labor
- commissions of fhe trade unmions, in April of this
o , ai which this /qucstion was dealt with in commection with
unemployment/ jon. A resolution was passed that gn
; i be as to which branches of work, in the metal
St indus'ry can bé made accessible fo women without injury to
" their health. l4 addition fo this, a circular was drawn up and sent
union leaders, fo the fol effect: “Why is
unemploy greater' among the women in metal industry

wood workers

than the men? Because the overwhelming ma}onri of

women dre doing ed work. K has, hovever,

actnally demonstrated that the women are equally capable of
F q work. EHorts must fhus be made towards securing
By y the same trainming for girls as for boys in the metal

ry, in those branches of work which girls are able fto
without injury {o-their health”. b
In the other indusfrics (wood working and chemical
industries), investigation is also bein%omade of the possibilities
of. ing out new fields of work for fhe wives of qualified
workers, ﬁxysicians, and technicians. And everywhere measures
are being taken to_further fhe education of women and girls, in
the factory schools and evening classes connected with the
{ . faclories. ~ Thus, for insfance, union for the lithograph
. sent a circular to the frade union leaders requesting that
% % of the places be left open for girls:
o It is clear fhat the chasm which has been crealed in the
5.7 manufacturing and
. 'women, between ski and unskilled workers—a

industries between working men and
zsm which
capitalism has invariably endeavored fo artificially maintain and
even extend, on the principle of “Divide and rule”—is not to be
i  bridged at once, even in a Soviet siate, and with the trade unions
entirely willing, but only after a long and obstinate struggle. But
.. there is one thing which can substantially accelerate this process,
g and that is: the active co-operalion of women in the trade unions
themselves. It need not be said that even in Russia, women take
.+ comparatively little part in trade union work. Despite this, the
f _'Russian working woman appears to parficipate much more actively
| - in this work than the working women of western Europe, a fact
which should be highz a‘fpreciated, for the Russian working
| woman is at a great disadvantage, with regard to. schooling,
zl}\len compared with the German or Austrian working woman.

m

' write.

the textile workers 40% of the women cannot read or
t only 10% of the men.) In Moscow, for instance,
there are 20.3% women among the leaders of the textile workers
unions, but in the province on 17%. At the last election to the
Moscow committee for the tailoring profession, 90 women and
60 3;&1 were elected. In Ukraine, where about 30%. of the trade
junion members are women, 10% women have been elected {o
" lJeadership. : i

RED RELIEF B

the printers union in 1009, that

Red Relief for Class War Drisoneré

At a session of the Central Committee of the Inter-
national Red Relief, recently held in Moscow, it was resolved
in view of the growth of world Fascism, and of the increased
victimization of the prolefariat, to use every endeavor to rein-
force the work done by the Internatipial Red Relief and to
establish firmer connections with foreign countries by organizing
accredited representatives of the CC. of the IRR. in West Euro
and America. Meanwhile the relief action undertaken by t
workers and peasanfs in Soviet Russia for political prisonecs
in capitalist counfries is assuming ever greater dimensions.
In every part of Russia the workers and peasants are proceeding
to forml ed Relief orgar]lizalions and fgzwgrk on behalf of the

itical prisoners, not oaly by propaganda, tut by practical help.
assembled factory countc’xyh of Charkov upraspc:i themselv&
to the following effect: - .

“We have gained liberty mot for ourselves alone,
we are prepared to make every sacrifice to assist our wor-
king brothers abroad in the conquest of their own liberfy.
We shall organize and spread our agitation, in order fo
mobilize every available resource, to co millions- of small
contributions, and thus fo come to the relief of our foreign
brothers languishing in the prisons of the bourgeoisie.”

The workers and peasants of the fown of Kotelnifch, in.-
the goverment of Viatka, send cordial greetings, aciuated by the
feeling of solidarity which binds all {oilers, to German com-
rades incarcerated in the prisons of capifal

To these they call: » .

“ Have courage, comrades! The foilers of Russia are

‘ ‘our true friends and allies, your faithful comrades! The
elp already afiorded you shall be increased, and we shall be
_able to aid you more effectively thau before.”

The artists of Russia have also seized the opportunity of
addressing an appeal {o the artists*of the whole world. The
following 1s an extract:

“ Capitalism, writhing in its death agony, is {rying fo
stem the irresistible rising tide of revolution in every
couniry in the world there are numbers of revolufionary
merable are the sacrifices and the suffermgs undergone by
the champions of a better future for humanity. In every
country in the world there are mumbers of revolutionary
fighters in the dung#®ns of the bourgeoisie. These fighters
await help from the toilers of the world.

We artists must follow the example set by the workers.
The Artists’ Association of revolutionary Russia, which
undertook the fask of the artistic reproduction of the heroic
Octoter of the Russian revolution, has devoted itself with
the greatest disinterestedness to propaganda for the pri-
soners of capital, and calls upon the artists of the whole
world for their co-operation by all available ways and means.

Revolutionary artists of all countries! Indifference
fowards the victims of the revolutionary struggle is a crime
againsts the champions of your own class. Follow the
example. set by the Arfists’ Association of revolutionary
Russia. - Contribute your mite for the imprisoned revo-
lutionists! ™ )

A small selection from the list of confribufions received
may- be appropriate here, These are sums recently raised hy
the Russian workers and peasants for their comrades imprisoned
in capitalist countries:

The following amounis have been received by the “ Red
Relief ”: The workers of the Siberian coal mines, 100,204
roubles- (about 54% mijllion marks); the Red Relief Committee
of Petrograd, as first instalment, 64,484 roubies (about 32 million
marks); the Provincial Commitiiee of Vologda, 11,201 roubles
(about 5% million marks); the Red Relief Committee of Ivanovo-
Vosnossensk, as third -instalment, 26,049 roubles (about 13 million
marks), making a total of 42,350 roubles:(about 21 million marks);
the Hungarian emigmants 241 Dollars; the Ural Bureau of the
miners’ trade anion Central, 32,900 roubles (about 16'4 million
marks); the Red Relief Committee of Vitebsk, 30,600 roubles
about 15 million marks); and, among many others, the Red

elief Committee of the Province of Viatka, 225 roubles (about
1124 million marks). ' -

These magnificent demonsirations of solidarity from the
workers and peasants of Russia can only meet with one response
from the workers of other lands: they will respond by proclaiming
in like manner their solidarity with the victims of our struggle.
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IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES

Debs - Chairman of ihe Socialist
Pariy of America
By- John Pepper.

The Convention of the Socialist Party of America elected

Eugene V. Debs to the National Executive Committee of the
Party. The National Executive Commitfee chose Debs as its
chairman. -1t ig now for the first time since 1899 that Debs is on
the National” Executive Committee of the Socialist Party.

Debs has become chairman of the Socialist' Party.

We must emphasize this fact, for- it is of political
significance.

The Socialist Party has lately fallen \into twa factions. The
right wing under the leadership of Morris Hillquit and Victor
Berger, and the left wing under the leadership of Eugene V. Debs.
The right wing had the party machinery completel!'y in its power.
The pe.ty Tammany Hall of Victor Berger and Hillquit was the

- undisputed ruler of the party, and determined its policy. The left
wing had no organization. . It was but a vague revolutionary
sentiment. The right wing controlled par.y, but the part
could only exercise an influence upon the laboring masses throug
the left wing. The Socialist Party received 60,00 votes in New
York at"the November 7 elections of 1922 and 40,000 votes in the
mayoralty elections. in Chicago, not through Hillquit and Lee,
but mainly through this vague revolutionary sentiment which is
embodied in the person of ‘Debs.  The Socialist Party as the
bearer of an’ideology and as a mass organization is dead. But

it would be ridiculous to deny that the Socialist Parfy still wields
an- influence over militant masses, through the vague revolu-
tionary sentiment represented by "Debs. The Socialist Party
without Debs is an insignificant opportunistic sect. But whether
we like it or not, Debs is to-day the leader of the political actions
of tens of thousands of workers? Where are these workers? These
workers com a middle stratum between the Socialist Party,

- and the' Workers Party. They are profoundly dissatisfied with
the petty Tammany Hall of Hillquit and Victor Berger. But
these workers are not yet members of the Workers Party, and

« in many ways, are not as yet adherents of the Communist

| ideology. workers ‘were discouraged from joining the
~Workers Party, partly through the brutal persecution by the
government, partly because the Communists had an underground

* .organization, and last but not least because our agitation and
propaganda was not ‘adapted for reaching them.

Those workers who continously vacillate between the So-
cialist Party and the Workers Parfy toiday consider Eugene
V. Debs as their leader. . | o
. We do not imply thereby that Eugene V. Debs is himself
vacillating between the ‘Socialist Party and the Workers Party,
He did vicillate for some time, He was liberated from
the penitentiary of Atlanta on December 25, 1921 he declared,
“1 cannot make a definife statement of my opinion ”, as to which
Party is in the right—the Socialist Party or the Workers Party.
But in his statement of October 8, 1922, he declared, “ I have
arrived at the definits conclusion that my place in «he future, as
in_the past, is in the Socialist Party.”. " Yet he declared at that
1ime that he does not identify himself with the policy of the So-
cialist Party in everything. : C

/

And since then we have seen that on almost every question
he had a different opinjen irom that of the official Socialist Party.
The official Socialist Party :is an ally of Gompers and an 0
porient of amglgamation. ~Debs on the "contrary, indorsed the
Trade Union Educational League, and branded the traitors of the
Anterican Federation of Labor bureaucracy as {raitors. The So-
cialist Party lives on the slandering of Soviet Russia, Debs has,
on the whole, defended the Russian revolution, even if with some
sentimental pacifistic reservations. The Socialist Party is against
the United gront, whereas Debs declared himself in favor of the
United Front of all working' class forces. Ideologically, the offi-
cial Socialist Party has for a long time already been an adherent
of the Second International. Debs, however, declared himself
against social ‘peace, against support of war, and for the class
struggle. ; / . in
The laboring masses who were influenced by the Socialist
Party ‘were mot-won over through the counter-revolutionary ac-
tivity of Hillquit and Berger, but through the policy. of
Debs for Amalgamation, for Soviet Russia, for the
United Front, for the class struggle. The masses who voted for
the Socialist Party did not Vote for the official Socialist Pa[t[\.;,
but for the Socialist: Party of Eugene V. Debs, for a party which,
even if it does not exist organizationally, exists ideologically, like
the left wing of the old Independent Socialist Party of Germany.
Naturally, the official Sociglist Party drew all the advantage
therefrom, in the same way as the Second International derived
advantage from the vacillating’ policy of the Second-and-a-Half
International. .

- We have a new Debs before us to-day. In 1921 he could
not as yet choose between the Socialist Party and the Workers
Party. In 1922 he chose the Socialist Party, but offered criticism,
and remained an ordinary party-member. In 1923 he became
member and chairman of the National Executive Committee of
the Socialist Party. We must wait now to see if he will ac
also the official policy of the Socialist Party. In any case, he
has accepted the official leadership of the Socialist Parly under
remarkable circumstances. The same Socialist Party convention
which unanimously elected him as leader, had decided against his
policy on all questions, The Socialist Party convention declared
against interference in interpal trade union affairs, which means
against Amalgamation. The Socialist Party convention rejected
the motion to repudiate Abe Cahan’s attack on Soviet Russia,
which means that it indorsed all his shameless slanders against
Soviet Russia. The Socialist Party convention declared against
the United Front and against participation in the Farmer-Labor
Party Convention in Chicago, that is, acainst the Labor Party.

~ Against Amalgamation, for trade union officialdom,
against Soviet Russia, against the United Front, against the
Labor Party—that is the mandate which the Socialist Party Con-
vention has given its newly elected leader Debs.

What will Debs do? Will he fighf for his previous views, or
will he carry out the decisions of the Convention? This question
interests us, not because of the personality of Debs, but because
of the political posiiion of those laborin% masses vho still listen
to Debs. Debs faces a dilemma. If he fights for his own politi-
cal views,—he must fight against the petty Tammany Hall of
Hillquit and Berger. But the destruction of the petty Tammany
Hall of the Socialist Party. officialdom means the death of the -
Socialist Parfy. And f;ﬂ' if Debs chooses. the other way, and
accepts the policy of the petty Tammany Hall of Hillquit and
Berger, the laboring masses who have confidence in him to-day,
will quickly abandon him. That also means the death of the So-
cialist Party in another way.

v P"i : by Friedrichstadt-Druckerei O.m.b. H., Berlin W, 48
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