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All for Peace!

Speech delivered by Comrade Trotzky at the énlarged committee session of the Moscow Soviet.

Comrades, yesterday various items of news and various
facts arrived simultaneously in my workroom. 1 received two
comrades, delegated by the workers of a paper factory in the
Kalusch gouvernement. One of them had worked in the factory
for 51 years, the other for 46 years. A few minutes earlier 1 had
received, from the People's Commissar for foreign affairs, the
news of the murder of our friend and representative, comrade
Vorovsky. Almost at the same moment | received a whole
‘budget of newspapers, published abroad by the one-time land-
owners and capifalists of our country.

1 do not know, comrades, whether 1 Lave already spoken
4o you here of the raging and insane camgaign of lies and
invehtions, now being conducted against us by the white emi-
vgration press. The period in which we live, and which is

istinguished by a great and consfantly increasing unity between
the Soviet power and the working masses throughout our whole
“federation, and by a great revolutionary peoples’ movemcnt, —
'this period tle hallucinations of the bourgeois press designate
s a period of fresh risings in every corner of Soviet Russia,
ﬂsr:)dperiod of rebellion in one regiment after another, as the
period of decay of the state apparalus and the Communist Party.
And when we peruse these newspapers, published in Warsaw,
Helsingfors, Riga, Reval, and other places, we involuntarily ask
ourselves: by whom and for whom are they issued? and who
i it who have lost their reason, the publisters of the papers or
their supporters?

We must say that there is one group of Helsingfors corre-
spondents which can boast of being the source ol the most
-idiotic rumours. In whose name do ﬁley write all this, what do
-they expect to gain by it? They want 1o set the dogs of impe-

rialism upon us.

A ring of foreign states lies between us and the imperialist
~west. And should a foolish and criminal blockade, or even a war,
-set in against our will, the logic of the geographical situation
-will first affect this ring of stales.

And now yesterday, when these two ofd workmen told me
what they had experienced since 1918—Hunger; cold dnd actual

f

collapse in the years 1919 and 1920, in part also in 1021 they
said that today they are comparatively well off. These old men,
these Leroes of toil, brought with them some dozens of forms
which they have to fill out in relation to various economic and
cultural requirements. With gnarled hngers, rendered unsteady

decades of work, thev showed me with jusufiable pride these
signs of our reviing industry. And we say with them: two
more years, three more, five more, of work in peace, and we
shall perfect our econonucs, our schools, and our culture. And
ey say we are meditating war? We, with our vast territory,
our population of many mullions, and our backwardness, our
poverty, our defective culture- how can we think of violence, of
conquests, of attacks? No; what we say is: cursed be everyone
in our ranks who raises his voice in favor of an attack, of a war.

One of these two workmen had worked for 31 years (I do
not know how old Lord Curzon is) at the work-bench, and 1f we
were to say to him that we, the state of the workers and peasants
cherish the idea of attacking anyone, he would not underslan(i
this language. He would reject the idea. The working class
would drive anyone from its ranks who would not defend peace
and work with every available means.

Nevertheless, the sky has become overcast again on the
frontiers of Soviet Russia, and we must again anxiously and
attentively observe the plans, not only of the governments, but
of various groups and various cliques within these governments,
for the present position of European politics is such (hat the
attitude taken by separate groups or persons at the head of
an imperialist power may involve things in such a knot that
these gentlemen will be obliged to cut it in the end.

We defend peace with all the means at our disposal, and
support our diplomacy, which is fighting honorably, sincerely,
and deferminedly for the independence of the Soviet Federation,
and is enmploying the peaceful x:f;encies of negotiations and under-
standings. ‘And I think, comrades, that every Red Army soldier—
and in our country the Red Army soldier is above all the citizen
of the sfate, taking active part in the political life of the country—
that every Red Army soldier today, undersiands the language
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‘of the Soviet power and ils digloml:?. IL is the lang of
;feace and quietness, of admonition, ol exhortation to

Comrades, 1 know very welt that we have good cause for
indignation, for showing our clenched fists, and guashing our
teeth. But, comrades, the situation is such that we must theow
all our prudence, reserve, and caution iato the balance. The
masses of workers and peasants belonging to our Red Moscow
have shown that they fully realize the dangers of the present
posxlxon“./e do not know whether Lord Curzon’s act is an isolated
one on the part of Great Britain, or whether there are also
others, nearer home or equally distant, collaborating with Lord
Curzon in the same i atic—and perhaps not merely diplo-
matic plans. Despite this, or rather because of this, we do rot
take a single step, or utter a single word, which might tend to
render the situation more acule, or close the path to a peaceful

i means of otiations.
8Ol“tm“\,'/?ydesire peacencgbove all things. Naturally not at the
ice of capitulation, not at the fpmj.e of converting the Soviet
ederation into a vassal state of foreign r'mpemhsm. We know
that the governments of the Entente, since the war and the
Versailles peace, have become accustomed {o carrying on inter-
cou-se with other states and nations in tones of command.
To this we reply that words of command do not penetrate to
Red Moscow. (Contintous applawse.)

We, the republic of Workers and Peasants, are red to
make the greatest concessions, but only on the basis of agree-
ments of contracts, on fhe basis of independence and equality.
For this we stand, comrades, a'ike in the government and in the
siate apparalus, in the ranks of our parly, and in the ranks of the

-many millions of non-partisan workers and peasants of our coun-

try; we siand as one man behind evcr; step taken by our diplo-
macy in the interests of peace, and lor lgpholdmg commercial
agreements and maintaining economic relations with other coum-
e And our Red Army and Red Fleet like the rest of us, are
also firm supporters ef our diplomacy. (Appfause.) The army
knows better than anyone else what a war signifies; it knows
what a war would signify to us today. Today, amidst the
strained relations of all Eurore, it would be a war of life and
death: it would be a war lasting not for months, but perhaps for
vears: it would be a war which would engulf all the resources
and forces of our country; it would be a war putting an end to
all economic and cultural work for years. And th;ns we hope that
this cup may pass from us. We want peace!—this we call to all
the feading elements of our country, these are the words of the
Red Army and the Red Fleet, which are flesh of the Hesh, and
botie of the bone, of the working class: all for peacel .

But, comrades, when our wish for peaceful work, the wish
which I heard from the lips of the two old workmen who had
spent half a century at the work-bench; when this wish, arising
from the depths of the soul of the workers and peasants of the
whole of the Soviet federation; when our will to peace 8
umavafling, when the ring of imperialism is drawn still closer
about us, when one chnﬁenge follows another and assumes a
maierial form, when the bayonets of imperialism are pointed at
our breasl, or are raised 1o give us a stab in the back, then
we ghall say: _

“The Red Army and the Red Fleet, though (hAe{ desire
to work peacefully the Red Army and the Red Fleet will always
do their duty!” .

(All present rise to their feet and give the speaker an
enthusiastic ovation.)

| POLITICS

French Imperialism in Poland
By Victor Serge.

Now that we have Marshall Foch inspecting the troops of
Poland and Czecho-Slovakia, it is opportune to draw_the attention
of the proletarian world fo a fact relating to the Polish attack
on Russia in 1920. It is generally believed that in this war,
the French army staff only began to take an interest in the
Polish army at the last moment, in order lo prevent Warsaw
from being taken, this towa being saved by General Weygand.
This view of the case is, however, not correct. On the conirary,
the French army staff took part in the war from the very
beginning, which means that, even at that time, capitalist France
and Red Russia were fighting on the Polish frontier. This
signifies that the Red Army, when it drove the Poles out of
Kieff and back to Warsaw at the point of the bayomet, showed
itsela'capable of defeating a modern army under French com-
man

., The proofs of this assertion m&y, be seen in the museum
of revolutionary exhibits in Peirograd. 1 Had thé opportuniiy,
during the III. World Congress, of showing these documents to
some French comrades. Some time after the collapse’ of the
Polish inyasion of the Ukraine, some comrades brought to Petro-
rad the archives and papers of certain Polish divisions, which

d been captured or routed. The of oune rifle regiment are
especially iresh in my memory. All the orders for this Polish regi.
ment, o;i’ghu'ng in Poland .against Russia, were written in French,
The officers of the régiment were Frenchmen, or Poles born
in France who were unable to write their own language pro-
perly. These papers were of a symbolic character. e Polish
names only appeared in cases of sons who had been punished
or had deser The typical style of the notes was as follows:
Lieutenant Durand orders trooper Moraczieveky, Janos or
Domczinsky, to be ced under arrest for 8 days. Captain
Dupont adds a further 8 days; Colonel Dupont-Durand s in
agreemeni. These papers enable one to form a clear idea of
the state of affaire. The commanders French, the officess
French, and the cannon fodder, workers and peasants, given
commands in a foreign language which they did not even under.
stand—this was Poland. Thus were demonstrated the blessings
of Polish independence. It is, however, satisfactory to note that
the cannon fodder did its best to escape. Every day brougit
fresh desertions. The commanders-inchief had not much faith
m the cannon fodder. The patriotic enthusiasm of these m\r
people, driven into war agamst Russia, could riot have been
very great. it was too much risk to place important weapons
in their hands, such as machine guns. I remember the list of
names of a machine gun company, in which there was always a
Frenchman to every two or three Poles, in order to ensure that
the good French ‘machine guns might not contribute to the
equipment of the Russian Red Army. Another characteristic
detail: At that time there was a scarcity of paper in Poland, and
therefore the Polish army used the back of old French army stait
maps for ordets, decrees, etc.

And now French imperialism once more wants to drive .he
unhappy masses of mobilized Polish ants against revolut‘o-
nary Busaia, under French command. Since ersailles, impe-
rialism has become accustol to carry on ils wars by proxy.
Thus the English comtrived that it should be Qreek biood which
was shed when the English made war on Turkey in Asia Minor,
and it was Gounaris who had to pay for the affair with his
head instead of Lloyd George. This highly up-to-date mrthod
of conducting war consisis in buying the blood of ethers.
France’s first trial of this method had disastrous effects for tie
FEuropean bourgeoisie. M. Poincaré, who knows so well how '»
laugh when visiting soidiers’ graveyards, and Marshall Foch,
the Moltke of today, are preparing for a second adventure alonyg
the same lines. But all who know communist Russia are awir®
that these gentlemen will come a very bad cropper!

The Peirograd Soviet on 1the
War Danger

To the Workers of all Countries and the Workers of England
in particular.

The Pelrograd Soviet has discussed the question of fie

ultimatum sent by Lord Curzon to the Soviet government, and
declares: )
The workers of Petrograd, and—we are convinced- !31?
working massss of all other peoples as _well—have read the
ultimatum of the English imperialists with indignation. For f‘w;
hard years we have been lighting to protect the existence ol
Soviet Russia jrom the numerous aftacks of internal and external
counler-revolution. Neither famine nor deprivations have been
able lo shake the determ'ned resolution of our working masccs.
Hundreds and thousands of our brothers have laid down their
lives in this koly war for the liberty and independence of the
Soviet stale. And now, just as we are in the midst of the work
of reconstructing the economy ruined by war and mterventm::
now that we have overcome {he fam'ne, now that the wounds dealt
us in the attacks of the imperialists, among whom the 1mperm‘kx--'f
of England have invariably played a leading part, are at 1<
about to heal-now, like a bolt from the blue, appears a fr-.\-“
ultimatum, The ruling circles of English imperialism hav:
forgotten that Soviet Russia does not permit herself to I
adfressed, in the language of ultimatums, that the Fedell'ah"fj
of Soviet Repubics is no Ruhr area, that our workers' ail
peasants’ government is not at the of the foreign governmenis
which have done their best to ruin it, but is founded solely o
the united endeavors and the determined will of the working
masses of the great Soviet federation.

N T i s

Ol what does Lord Curzon”accwse qur country? - In the
eyes of the imperialists the blackest crime is {he friendship
between the first victorious workers’ and peasantw’ t
and the oppressed peoples of the East. Stri Blind, cannot
see that just as no one can prevent plants from turning to the sun,
so it i8 impossible to prevent the oppressad millions of the Orient
exploited by world imperialism and defnded by financial
capital, from striving towards alliance and friendship with the
the only Soviet country, and which in turn approaches the peoples
of the East not treacherously but fraternally, not with egoistic
aims, but in a spirit of equality.

Lord Curzon further accuses our country of not refraining
from deferniined measures of seli-defence against spies, even
when these hide their real calling under priestly vestments. In
Lord Curzon’s words, this is not secution of spies, but

secution of religion. The insignificant occurrence of the
holding up of mege;’essds, which had penetrated illegall
into our waters, has shamefully exaggerated into a hosti
act. The real import of the ultimatum is clear. It is either
an attempt to institute a fresh blockade of Soviet Russia, just as
she is beginning to recover from the in?urieo caused the
first, or it is the precursor of an open declaration of war.” Our
mere existence is a crime in the eyes of this irreconcilable
representative of imperialism. And our greatest culpability lies
tn the fact that we are mastering all our difficulties, that we
have begun to improve our economy, that we have not permmitted
Russia to be converted into a colony or a semi-colony and {hat
we have offered successful resistance fo the excessive appetite
of Ur uharthand other ‘“‘concessionaries”.
e shots fired at comrade Vorovsky light up the situation.
That which the most irreconcilable sekcyﬁogs of intermational
imperialism are now planning is nothing less than the beginnmg
of a fresh czmg:ng against the Russian revolution. The cam-
paign against t uhr area, the ultimatum sent by Curzom, the
murder of Comrade Voroval’(y, the triumphal entry of General
Foch into Poland, the provocatory preparations of the Polish
overnment, the ceremonious visit of an English commission to
oumania, the inexorable determination of world capitalism fo
deprive the workers of all countries of economic rights and
liberties already won—all these are links in onme and the
same cham.

Let the English imperialists, and {he imperialisis of the
whole world, learn that there is no power capable of overcoming
our Soviet Russia. We fear the threats of no imperialist govern-
ment whatever. We can afford to laugh at attempts to frighten
a country which has been the objeet of so many attacks during
the past 5 years, and which has repulsed them all successfully.
We declare that any attempt fo threaten us with war or inter-
vention will be the signal for 10 millions of our adult population
1o spring to arms ready to fight to the last drop of blood against
the foreign invader. o¢ {0 those who dare to attack a great

ple like ours, after all the sufferings it has gone through, and
orce it to abandon its peaceful work again.

From the Council of People’s Commissaries we categorically
demand, that it rejects Lord Curzon’s ultimatum absolutely.

We appeal to the workers of alt countries: A fresh
campaign is being opened against Soviet Russia. In this cam-
paign the victory, or even the semi-victory, of world imperialism
would signify the annihilation of the labor movement for many
years, and the valence of blackest reaction.

. We appeal to the English workers, upon whose shoulders
an immense historical responsibility rests. We are confident
that the English workers will do their utmost to prevent the

'Eresent rufers of England from unchaining the dogs of war in

urope again.
. The workers peasants, and {oilers of every description
in Russia will do their duty to the full. This we guarantee to
the English workers. We call u them to fulfil their duty
too. Down with the instigators of new imperialist wars! Lon
tive the struggle of the Iniernational Proletariat far peace an
the workers’ government.
The Chairman of the Petrograd Soviet of Workers’
and Peasants’ Deputies: Zinoviev.

Moscow Soviet and War Danger

_ The following appeals /have been sent out by the Moscow
Soviet in view of the {hréafening war danger:

To all Trade Union Organizations of the Workers, to all Workers.

The Moscow Soviet, representing the wholé working class

of Moscow, and expressing, conjointly with tlie leaders of the

trade unions, the wishes of hundreds of meetings, and of the

demonstration of the half muion'hgman beings surrounding at
this moment the building in which the is 'in “session,

nrpu‘lg to the workers of the whole world, without differen
ot nationality, parly, or opinion, 10 ward off the oﬂmol::
prepared by internajional Fascism against Soviet Russia,

Amidst the (distress of which the workers of all couniries'
:I'I‘fl;rr:[:i lol;t'vhiemm pn.atl iﬂze present day, through the

ca st governments, the Soviet men:‘
supported by the delcrminagon of lbe‘;wrken,vdedggvﬂhat
is anxious for peace, and for normal relations with all states.
It considers the assassination of Voraveky, and the hostile
ultimatum eent by Lord Curzom, as the provocation of fresh
disaster, threatening not only the proletariat of Russia, but that
of the whole world, and expresses the profound conviction that
the msligators of war will find themselves confronted by a world
proletariat unanimous in fighting for peace.
The chairman of the Moscow Soviet.
L. Kamenev.
»
To Macdonald, House of Commons, London.

. The Moscow Soviet, expressing the unamimous d i-
nation of the workers and all citizens of Moscow, appeals ttﬁfu';;;
you to the English Labor Party, and begs this party fo exert
every endeavor to prevent the I{nglish government from {aking
irrevocable steps.

The population of our capital, fully occupied with the
problem of the economic refonstruction of the country, desires
peace and normal relations with England, and is fully convinced
that the development of active commercial relations would be in
the inferests of Russia and England alike. The innumerable
meetings which have been heid all over the capital ever since
the English note was published, are unanimous witnesses of
fhe certainty that the rupture can be avoided, if the English
government will understand that the Russian people is not to be
addressed in the language of ultimata, and will agree to settle
all poinis of difference on principles o reciprocity and equality.

The Soviet Republic, shaken out of its peaceful work by
by Lord Curzon’s uthmatum, and by the murder of its represen-
tative Vorovsky, is anxious fo obtain peace and peaceful relations
it any price, but is, at the same time ready o rise as one man
n fence of its independence, its sovereignty, and its
government.

The chairman of the Moscow Soviet.
L. Kamency,

*

To Fritjol Nansen.

~ The Moscow Soviet appeals fo you, as ifs honorable
nenicer, in the hope that in this dark hour, pregnant with
disaster, you will raise your voice against the instigators of war,
and will proclaim to the world, which will listen to your voice,
that Soviet Russia without flinching before the ultimatum and
the bullet, is willing to exert herself {o the utmost to preserve
and secure peace.

The chairman of the Moscow Soviet.
L. Kamenev.

The Siruggle of the French CP against
Poincaré

The Central of the French Communist Party
recently compiled the following material for the use
of speakers at the numerous meetings held for com-
batting Poincaré. An idea may be gained from it
of the various arguments employed gy our French
comrades in their propaganda against the Ruhr
adventure.

1. Economic and social consequences of the Ruhr occupation.
Industry.

Cessation of the deliveries of coal and coke. Rise in prices
of coal and coke. Standstill of the Lorraine blast furnaces. Dislo-
cation of the whole metal production. Increased prices for metal

oducis. The Lorraine ore, hitherfo worked up to a great extent
in the Ruhr area, cannot easily find a market elsewhere. In order
to ace it, the Germans have conicluded contracts with Swedes
which run till the year 1932, Depreciation of the franc in conse-
ence of the uncertain ?oliﬁul situation, in consequence of
necessify of buying coal and coke abroad, and in consequence
of specalation in our money, of which large amounts are im
foreign hards. Increased prices for textile goods, cotton, lin
which have fo be imported and. paid for in pounds sterling
dollars. General rise in prices of industrial products. k30




E B Agriculture, . . .

Higher prices for fhe industrial products required by
agriculture: implements, machines, clothing, et¢. Scarcity and
c.arness of manures: Cessation of German deliveries of sulphate
of ammonia. Scarcity of potash from Alsace Lorra.ne, as this is
bought up by the Americans owing to the favorable rate of ex-
change of the dollar. Rise in the price of corn, in consequence of
the increased price of the imported ‘corn which has to be paid
for in dollars. Scarcily of agricultural labor power as a result
of the retention of the army class 1921 in military service,
Prospects of poor sale of agricultural products a3 a result of
increased prices and decreased purchasing powers of consumers.

Trade.

Increase in the numbers of middlemen in consequence of
the shortage of coal and metal products. Speculative holdin
back of goods. Speculation favored by fluctuations in rate o
exchange. Example: The recert speculation in sugar. Injury
to small {raders in consequence of higher prices and lessening of
~ purchasing powers of the masses. ;

Finance. .
Cessation of payments from Germany, The expenses of
the Ruhr armies, the expenses of the rétention of the army class
1921 under arms. Increase of state debt to England and America.
For this debt, payable in dollars and pounds, increases jn propor-
tion to the depreciation of the franc. Decrease of taxation
Tevenue as a result of high prices and dislocation of business life.
Excessive military expenses in conseq]l_xence of 18 months militar:
service. Threatened fresh faxation. The deficit: several milliards
in the regular budget; 15-20 milliards in the budget of “‘expendi-
ture to be reimbursed by Germany”. Continuation of the tfaffic
in loans and treasury bonds. Uncertainfy of state credit, damaging
to small savers of the peasant and middle class.

Result.

In Germany, and all over Europe, the Ruhr occupation
exercises the same effect, varying only in degree of severity. The
closing down of the industrial apparatus of the Ruhr area robs
Europe of 100 million tons of coal annually, and upsets its whole
economics. High prices, unemployment, paralysis of business
life, increased speculation, shattered finance, lessening of purchas-
ing power among the masses; all this has an eflect disadvan-
tageous to the workers, to lesser officials, and to the middle class
in town and country. The struggle for the immediate needs of
the working class is bound {o evolve info a struggle against the
occupation of the Ruhr valley. The peasants and the middle
class must back up the proletariat, must join forces with the
proletariat o fight against Poincaré's imperialist policy.

2, The intentions of the Ruhr policy.

Alleged object.
Germany has to pay. This is a capitalist lie. The French
state is ruining itself for the J)urpose of rendering its debtor,
the German state, insolvent and equally ruined.

Real objects.

The predominance of French metal indusiry in Europe.
The Ruhr occupation is a pressure medium in the interests of the
French industrialists. These would like to secure .or themselves
the leadership of the future Franco-German companies by
holding 60% of the shares. The German industrialists hold out
for an equal share. During the war German industry wanted the
iron of Briey, today it is French industry which wants the coal of
the Ruhr basin. In both cases the real point has been the com-
bination of the ore of Lorraine with the coal of the Rhineland.
The lord of these two is the lord of FEurdpean heavy industry.

Territorial and military annexation.

The intention is first to convert the Rhineland and the
Ruhr area, by means of lengthy occupation, into independent
states under French infiuence; annexation is then fo follow.
Under the pretext of the need of securities, France seizes upon the
most favorable positions 1or the next war. The ‘ Action Fran-
caise” and the “ Echo de Paris” admit this. They declare the
fact of occupation creates the historicat right to annexation.

The dismembermeni of Germany.

The French capitatist control of the Ruhr coal makes it
possible to create antagonisms between the various QGerman
states, requiring coal, and thus to further the disintegration of the
realm. ugo Stinnes, *“ the good German patriot”, would no
doubt be content to look on at the separation of North Germany
from South, if he could receive as compensation an equal share
in French indusiry By the occupatiop. of.the Ruhr valley, the
coal bunker of Europe, French imperialism hopes to_gain predo-
minance over a Balkanized Europe. '

- st T e e g v —

Endeavors to surround.and crush a possible German revolution,

. - By depriving revolutionary centres.of. coal, the spread of
the movement all over Germany will be obstructed.” The occupa.
tion of the ‘Ruhr area is to crush the most dangerous seat of re.
volution beneath a military heel. Revolutionary Germany is al.
ready being surrounded with enemies—by the l-]rench dominalion
over - Belgium,  Czecho-Slovakia, and.-Poland, by the Entente
Slomuutjqn over Austria, and the domination of German Fascism
in Bavaria. The Ruhr occupation closes this new cordon sanitaire,
Whilst- France’s imperialist policy ‘brings -her into conflict with

- the other capitalist states, the occupation of the Ruhr area is 3

counter-revolutionary action on the part of France, undertaken in
the interests of international capitalism.: Poincaré’s imperialism
occupied the Ruhr area on the pretext of forcing Germany to pay,
At the same time he is anxious to win public opinion for a policy
of industrial despotism, of annexation, and of dismemberment of
Germany. Poincaré, the head of international counter-revolution,
therefore strives to prepare the defeat of the German revolution,
3. The results of the economic war in the Ruhr area.

A capitalist understanding between France .and Germany,
at the expense of the Ruhr proletariat. Longer working hours
and reduction of wages in the Ruhr area. The competitive effect
of this cheapened labor power will veduce the standard of living
of the whole European proletariat. In order to break-the resistance
of the proletariat, capitalism will attempt to -destrgy. the prole.
tatian ‘organizatiohs by +force, tEngland' will' devnand: her- share
of the spoil, in order to' prevent the industrial predominance of
France. Even if England receives her share, she- remains the
rival of France. i .

The internationalization of the Ruhr area would-have ihe
same result’/ It would subject the Westphalian proletariat to the
same shameful exploitation of which Austria is the.present-victim.
A capitaliet understanding, with or without England’s: participa.
tion, woulu signify: Strengthening of the Fascist danger in the
whole of Europe, strengthening of the European capitalist offen-
sive, the preparation of an imperialist war between.England and

France.

The danger of a France-German war,
. The disclosures made by the Rofe Fahne show that nationa.
list Germany is secretly reconstructing its milifary power. The
bloody collisions in the Ruhr area increase in frequency. They
will become even more frequent if not prevented b;e“xe fraterniza-
tion of French soldiers and German workeérs. The day may come
when QGermany’s passive resistance and the economic war are
transformed into real war. ‘ ‘

The possibility of a German revolution,

The growing misery of the German proletariat, further
enhanced ‘by 1{he Ruhr occupation, may lead the masses to take
up the fight for the workers' government, and thus to take the
first step toward revolution.

4. The tasks of the prolefariat.

Extension of the siruggle against the capifalist offensive
to a fight for the evacuation of the Kuhr and for the annulment
of the Versailles Treaty. The French proletariat must demand
of their rulers: “ Out of Germany!” The power of French im-

rialism.is to be shaken by agitation among the oppressed co-
onial peoples, so that the militarized black slaves may be pre-
vented from permitti% themselves to be used against the workers
in social conflicts. e payment of the reparations is to be de-
manded. from the capitalists of ail countries, especially from French
and German ca itafists. The French state should seize the real
values possessed by French capilalists, the German sfate the
real values of the éenmn capitalists, until the proletariat takes
possession of the means of production by revolutionary action.
Intensification of the struggle aginst the capitalist offensive and
Fascism. Fight against every new imperialist war. The forma-
tion of a workers’ government in Germany is to b: striven for.
In order to_carry out these tasks, the united front of the inter-
national proletariat must be formed, and a European general
strike prepared for.

o civil peace between proletariat and bourgeoisie. When
the executioners fall out over the division of the booty, the victim
has no part in their quarrel. The slave must utilize the striie
Eetw:len his masters to overthrow them, and to emancipat?

imself; it P : .

The “Communist Puisch” in the Ruhr
By F. Dahlem (Berlin).

The Ruhr area is ablaze. Starvation has driven the
workers -out of the workshops, and factories. - The w%ﬂke
spreads- from town. to town. . Gelsenkirchen, Dortm Bochur,

amborn, all. are in the midst of a general strike, 11 Duisburg.
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piissefdort, Horde, Bot{rop, and even in the unoccupied Hammer
district;’ the “ workers have downed fools. And the struggle
continues ‘to spread. .

Hunger is driving the masses to fight for their daily bread.
The fall of the mark has, during the last few weeks, driven food
prices up by leaps and bounds. But the employers refuse fo take
this circumstance im{o account and grant higher wages. Wage
negotiations are deliberately postponed. Deliberately;, for {
industrial capitalists of Rhenish-Westphalia have been anxious
for a wage conflict with the Ruhr proletariat. The present
situation agpegrs to be favorable for provoking this war.

The business manager of German cdsital, the Cuno govern-
ment, is aiming at capitulation. This means that it must break the
se)f-&efensive ront on the Ruhr. But it is the proletarians who
maintain the self-defensive front against Poincare in the Ruhr.
The first premise for the destruction of the Ruhr front is the
subjugation of the Ruhr proletariat. And this is the whole
fmport of the great campaign of lying and slander now being
carried on against the’ workers of Rhenish-Westphalia by German
capital, ‘its governmeutal organs, its newspaper hacks, and its
social democratic eunuchs.

* The wages strike of the Ruhr workers is declared to be a
“wild ' strike”. The reformist trade umion leaders do not
countenance it, on the contrary, .these servile flunkeys of the
German bourgeoisie are doing their utmost to render the strike
abortive. ‘But fhe warkers of all e(‘mrtiu; have been. driven by
starvation and want into this united fighting front. They have
formed their strike commitiees in their shop steward councils.

The industrial magnates and the government believed that
fhey could easily drown the strike movement in blood. Over
the body. of the fallen Ruhr proletariat they then intended to
conclude. #he compact of capitulation with Poincaré. But the
force of the mass movement has been too deep-rooted and too
strong, for this. The workers in QGelsenkirchen, in Bochum, and
Dortmund, - were not_inclined fo simply let themselves be shot
down... They deprived the bourgeois sell-defence organizations of
their‘wea(fons, and forced them to take to their heels. But they
did not do this until dozens of striking workers tay dead or
wounded in the sireets. The work of seli-defence against the
rabble of provocateurs. sent by the capifalists was everywhere
taken-up by the proletarian hundredshaits (defence units), and in

some towns the protection of the inhabitants has been underfaken

by security guards consisting of trade unjon organized waorkers,

The. n bourgeoisie foams with rage now that the
Ruhr proletariat u})seis its plans of treachéry against the people.
Its whole press, from the German Nationals to the corrupted
eoolies of the German Sociatist Party, has been let loose.
munist putsch” is the umiversal watchword. ‘‘Strike down the
communists ” is the meaning of the slogan. At the press confe-
rence of the German government ilre government councillor Salla
gave the cue of “especially emphasizing the communist crimes in
the events in the Ruhr ”. "It is only a deviation from the general
tme taken when the represenfative of the Prussian government
at a later press session declared that * truth compels us {o say
that the communists have not participated in the evenis in the
Ruhr., The strike movement is born of want of food and
low wages, Thes press should endeavor to induce the employers
fo grant higher wages at the negotiations on Tuesday ”.

But the bourgeoisie is thirsting for blood. It wants. to
silence the starving population if the Ruhr area by force. Instead
of bread-bullets. :

The German bourgeoisie declares, with brutal candour,
through its organs, what.it wants in the Ruhr area. The Police
Prtsigent of Dusseldorf this German_patriot, comes whining to
General Degoutte: “Give me permission fo strike down the
workers”. 'He reminds the gemeral of the shameful assistance
given, by Bismarck in defeating the Paris commune.

“This occasion induces me to recall the circumstapce
that, at the tinte of the Commune rebellion, the German Com-
mander in Chief afforded the French authorities every aid
towards crushing the rising, in the most judicious manner.
I am obliged to request the same in this case, if dangerous
occurences are to be avoided in the future.”

And he requests permission to employ security police
Aagainst the workers. 7

“It is my firm jconviction that, if the situation be
clearly recognized, t 1pying powérs will derive equal
adyantage as the German authorities from our successful
éfforts, and that it is solely Bolshevism and its supportérs
who have interests to the contrary.”

. . The French generals have not turned a deaf ear to this
appea? to-the solidarity ‘of the capitalist class. “Qeneral Devignes
%i#h"’“”ﬂd e R e Bave ben g_gwim,ded b by

s afid security police have wi pons
thé“French, in anle‘ ‘aid ‘Dortmiind
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ave- even taken steps against (ke strikers. The
Gernian proletariat pc'an %egin. 4 massacte. of fhy
At the time of the Paris Commune, over 30 000 imprison
proletarians were shot by the Versailles authorities. eoti_‘
thousauds perished in the gaols or in penal servitude. The
German mortlster _oi,1lawbxlm;id order demands that it be aided ?n
carrying out a sim.ar bloody masgsacre among its own :
On gqnday, May 27. 1871, téns of thousands gf Pnrisianpgorglz
tarians were flaced before the wall of.the Federals, where the
bleodhounds of the French bourgeois republic shot down the men,
wortten, und children of the defeated Commune, while the German
besieging armg'unlooked on with benevolent folerance. At that
time, on the day’ following whitsuntide in' 1871, the French
bourgeoisie acted against their cwn countrymen just as the organs
of the German government now want to act against the lguhr
workers. The motives of the French bourgeoisie at that time
were the same as those of tlte German bourgeoisie today.

. ‘““To complete the ruin, the Prussian Shylock was there
with his bond for the keep of half a million of his soldiers
on French soil, his indemnity of five milliards and interest
at 5 per cent. on the unpaid instalments thereof. Who was to
an the bill? It was only by the violent overthrow of the

epublic that the appropriators of wealth could hope to
shift on to the shoulders of its producers the cost of a war
which they, the appropriators, had themselves originated.
Thus, the immense ruin of France spurred on these patriotic
representatives of 'and and capital, under the very eyes and
patronage of the invader, to graft upon the foreign war a
civil war — a slaveholders’ rebellion.

There stood in the way of this conspiracy one great
obstacle — Paris.” Marx “ The Civil War in France.”

The prediction of the communis(s, that the capitalisis of

German{ and Framce would unite at {he expense of the prole-
tariat alter crushing it, is proving correct. All the organs of
bourgeois society are now laking up the attack against the wor-
king class. The capitulation of the German government is going
ahead at full speed. The Cuno government is tottering, heavy
capital demands a government willing o, capitulate.  Heavy
capital is laying down its terms. These have been formulated
in a communication recenily addressed by the ‘ National Union
of Industry” (“Reichsverband der Industrie”) to the German
lord chancellor, as follows. Organization of state undertakings
on principles of private enterprise, decontrol of home economics
and foreign trade, full liberty for tariff agreements, release of
industry from unproductive wage burdens, etc. Translated into
proletarian language, this means: Delivery of the railways and
other nationalized and slate undertakings into the hands of private
capital, unlimited liberty for profiteering, abolition of the eight
hour day, pledging of taxes, dismissal of war-disabled, etc.

This is the situation. These are the aims for which the

siruggle in the Ruhr is being carried on.

The Centra) of the German Communist Parfy has issued an

appeal to the German working class, drawing its attention 1o
the dangers now brewing in the Ruhr valley, and calling upon it
to arouse and take up self defence. After pointing out the bank-
ruplcy of the impotent sabotage policy pursued by the Cuno
overnment against the invasion of French imperialism, the appeat
urther draws atténtion o the organized provocations, which have
no othér object than the thrusting of the costs of the capitulation
onto the working class which is now being suppressed by deeds
of violence. The Central opposes its action fo that of the treachery
of {he social democratic trade unions, and summons the working
masses of Germany fo fake up the fight all over the country for
the following slogans:

“For a hﬁor government, which will gather together the

massés for the disarmament of the Fascisti, and for the forma-
tion of armed self-defence organizations of the German working
class;
which will ca on the struggle for the seizure of real
values and of the milliards of profits gained by the exploiters;
which will unite with Soviet Russia in an offensive and
defensive alliance, for the joint development of socialist ecqnomncs(l
and for an earnest struggle against the French invasion an
against subjugation by international capitalism and imperialism.”
The workers of the Ruhr area are called upon to recognize
and frustrate the manoeuvres of those heavy industrial capitalists
who are confemplating high treason; not o let themselves be
rovoked into partial struggles for the conquest of political power,
fo carry on the wages fight to a victorious end, aided by a.
united fror:r{ holdinig determinedly and firmly together despite the
{reachery of the Uniled Social cratic parly and the bureaus
cracy of trade unionism. -
- The whote German working class must be on the alert,
Thie cause of fhe wholé class is at stake today in the Ruhr valley.

— )
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Coming Liquidation of Ruhr Struggle
‘ By Leonid and A. Friedrich.
Preparations for Trustification.

The situation in Germany and France resembles that of
Qermany in October 1918, when Ludendorff and Hindmburg,
by cons.antly threatening a collapse at the front, compelled the

overnmznt in Berlin to offer an armistice. In Germany, though
he “DAZ” may pretend to be ever so important and unvan-
uished (since Sfinnes can, at any rate, stand his ground in the
auhr-struggle a little longer than Stresemann) and in France
as well, in spite of all the arrogance of the Journée Industrielle,
they are tired of the Ruhr slruggle. Nobody has conquered,

80 they will have {o come to terms, fifty-fifty, if sixty-forty is

not to be had. .

And this reconciliation in the making, the pregaration for
a coming Trust, expresses itself, more clearly than n the doings
of Cuno, Rosenberg, Stresemann, Schiffer, Romier, Renaud,
Laurent eic, in a trustification that has already begun within
the sphere of the national industry of both countries, parti-
cularly of Germany. Before we can have a fusion on a Con-
timental scale, we must first become properly federated on a
national scale, that is what the future German shardm.lders in
the “Franco-German-European-Company Ltd.” are thinking, and
as the Dresdener Neucste Nochrichten (April 29, 1923) has it:

‘ “Besides the market for foreign currencies and the
rise of discounts, there has been recenfly still another topic
of conversation on Change: the great combinations in the
mining industry were a lively and ever fresh subject of
discussion. It 1s true that no definite conclusions have yet
been reached. The last transaction has been modestly
launched under the flag of Caro-Linke-Hofimann, yet
through the mists of the future a sfructure 014 phantastic

randeur may be discerned growing out of it. From Linke-

floffmmn the way leads to the A.E.G, from there to the
Otto Wolf Concern with its important Dutch interests. The
next vista shows the Henschel-Lothringen conceru and the
Hanomag-Group, though this is by no means fhe limit of
possibilities. From tha Archimedes A.Q., the great m.ﬁnf?
of whose shares has lately been taken over by Linke-Hoft-
mann, there is one way to the “Phoenix”, another to the
Mansfeld-Bergbau A.G. The communnity of interests, con-
cluded last year between Archimedes and the Diisseldorfer
Eisenhiitten A.G., opens up new possibilitics of trusts. New
prospects open up at the same time from Caro-Hag'e‘n-

€,

scheidt. The threads go to Charlotienhiitte, Bismarckh
Oberbedarf, nay, from Oberbedarf to the whole of the
Ravené-Concern.

It is understandable that the gigantic

trust which is still enshroaded in the mists of the ﬁ:tarz,
is able to give imporiant animation to speculation on
Change!” )

There is no doubt as to what this national-capitalist
association will mean with regard to the coming continental-
capitalist conclusion of the Ruhr war. ) .

And England and America, the great outsiders, what will
they say? They have an inkling already that the bargain will
be made, and also want their share. From the outset they want
to have a finger in the pie, so as fo run no risk of a united
concern of mere continental-European capital, which would mean
imminent danger to their position in World-capitalism. On
March 14, Bonar Law caused the Times to say (though
unofficially): .

““The time seems to be quile near when England will
be called upon to have a share or to play her part in the
solution of the Ruhr problem. In this way England has

repared the ground for a solution that would answer to
ﬁcr own interes{s.”

And Hoover, the American secrelary of Trade, has
officially declared that through the occupation of the Ruhr
district, the industrial activily of America has rather been

oted than otherwise, for instance in the iron and steel
industry. At the same time, however, evidenily with regard to the
coming Franco-German reconciliation, a conference of the
European ambassadors of America 18 being announced. In
what manner will England and America find their way into
the “Combination”? We had best ask Mr. Loucheur, who at this
moment seems to be the mediator between the Comité des Forges,
that wishes for a speedy reconciliation with Germany, and M.
Poincaré, who wants first {o secure for France as many gold-
billions as possible, According to the Daily Telegra(h, heur
is of opinion that, besides paying 26 billions in gold to France,
stabilizing the mark, “X:lm'lihrizing” the nland etc,,
QGermany wi!l take over the debt of the Allies to America, that
is to say, she will become, financially, permanently dent
on a cerfain group of American finance-capitalists, who will make

)

"Exchange prints “revelations”, there js a sinking
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use of this situalion to invest in.COerman values, the more 80,
as, according to Loucheur’s plan, the German railways, canaly
and mines will have to be offered as stakes against am inter.
national loan. The same will be the outcome of all the oher
plans for international loans: Amierica is to become financier
B I ife’ practical
e preparations for such a loan, quite ara.
tions, are bein&niade already behind the scree':)ln in Wnﬁresptreq
as well as in City of London (Campaign of barda{'a Bank),
All these roads lead to the same issue: Internationalization of
the coming continental-Eur association of capital through
America’s and England’s eniering into the concern.
No doubt this internationalization has its keenest, if secret,
opponent in Hugo Stinnes, as also perhaps in the Comité dey
orges, because for bolh of them the invasion of their sole
competifors spells danger to their European trust, which they
had meant to be a monopolist concern. Of course the Germap
and French gentlemen would greatly prefer to be left sole
masters, which is clearly to be seen from the fact, that even the
members of the French Ruhr Engineers Comtission, those mey
who are hardly less bitterly hated by the German capitalists than
Poincaré, come—some of them—from the same ¢oncerns in which
Stinnes works likewise (for instance M. Ernest Langrogne,
member of the notorious French Engineers Commitiee, is
interested in the ie Charbommidre du Rhin side by side
with Gustav and Leo Slinnes). ' They were friends and they
will become friends again. They will come {o ferms as to the
perceritage without regard to the two nations and at their cost

It is the workers who are to defray the costs.

It has often been so: When 2 firms are on the point of
amalgamating, they both work for months ard months against
each other, using the dirtiest means available, The press of the
values, the
small shareholders are in arms, thze boycott one another,
and—one fine day a contract between two firms has been
concluded behind their backs. It is always the small shareholders
that have to pay the costs, together with the staff of the firm
and the customers.

The very same forces are at work now, when the German.
French fusion is being prepared, only on a much greater scale,
Tomorrow, in the event of the coniract being concluded, the
masses of the people in France as well as in Germany will have
something to wonder at, but {o-day, the Geritan as well as the
French bourgeoisie do whatever they can to secure the peaceful
carrfving on of their business, if only on the outside. The un-
employed of the Ruhr are ietting 12,000 marks allowance a day,
for which they have to hold their tongue. What are these
12000 M. for? Why do the French Occupation authorities
promise high extra rates fo those of the miners and railwaymen,
who are ready to work for them? There is no capitalist, who
will invest without iope of profit. The capitalists both in Germany
and in France hope, that in return for the amounts which they
give away today to the unemployed in the shape of allowances
and extras they will to-morrow receive hi ts from these
very same workers. Billions are being paid strikes and for
totally unproductive work. The appearance of security has to be
ugheé. t is of political importance both at home and
abroad. But ‘the consequences of reduced production and
stagnant trade, the costs of the military occupation, the result
of the destruction of traffic’efc., can not in the long runm, b
artificially concealed. .

According to the reckoning of the capifalists, it is the
workers who are to pay the whole of {hese costs and outlays.
It has to be said in plain English, that an association between
the German Coal-Syndicate and the Comité des Forges (wilh
the English and Americans sharing in it)—and this is what is
being prepared now—spells a complete victory of the bourgeoisic
over the Proletariat. . .

If the workers remain looking on with their arms folded,
or if socialist leaders even try to find a basis for this understand-
ing, their attitude is of the g:atest t to the capitalist
nﬁm, The essential thing is: that the Fran an associa:
tion as well as the internationalization of the Ruhr be impelcd
by every means by the working class, though this will only he
possible, if the ‘prolefarian front is consolidated under the
sirictest discipline. Leaders of the German proletariat, you art
responsible! No possibility of concentrating our powers maj
be lejt unased, and mot only in the Rahr district. Everywhert,
and over the heads of incompetent leaders, the workers have 10
organize for the fight. i .

The Germuan workers, in the present situation, are Inrﬂi
with a great revolutiomr‘y fask. 1f we hesitate, the chances ©
our emauncipatory 8 e dinpmr fromt day to day. If we
organize our powers, the calculations of s ‘and Cund,
of de Wendel and Loucheur will become mere scraps of paper:

Infernationsl Press: Correspondence -

Oil .
By 1. Amiter.

The Lausanne Conference, the murder at Lausanne of
Vorovsky the representative of the Soviet Republic, the insolent
note of the British Government {o Sovme%usm the Ruhr
invasion, the tour of Marshall Foch o Warsaw, f’rngue and
Bucharest, the Pan-American Conference and the presence of
an American “observer” at the Lausanne Conference intructed to
protect the Chester oil concession in Turkey—these are not inde-
pendent phenomena, but part of the international scrimmage
after power by three imperialist groups. Though at points these

roups are interrelated and, at times, when it suits their self-

interests, wﬂl_ cooperate, they may, as a whole, be regarded as
three competitive groups: the British, American and French
groups. And one of the priacipal maiters over which they are
compclm_f,' is Oil.

Oil is becoming the leading motive power for transpor-
fation. The United States supplies about 70 per cent of the total
output. The total world production in 1922 was 759,000,000
harrels, the participation being as follows: United Stafes
469,000,000 Dbarrels, ‘Mexico 169,000,000, Russia 28,000,000,
Borneo 18,000,000, Persia 16,000,000. The remainder was
distributed among the various countries of the world. Production
bowever, is not keeping pace with the consymption in the princi-
pal industrial countries. The uses {0 which oil is being puf are
constantly increasing. Todafv it is employed for feeding automo-
biles, tractors, gas engines, locomotives and merchant ships, and
warships in time of war,

robably to give the American Government an excuse to
carry on intrigues m order 10 procure more oil, geologists
declare that the American oil fields will not last more than 8 to
15 years. The TFurkish and Mesopotamian fields are said to be
good for many years more, hence the American Government is
making the greatest efforts {0 get a share of them. As the above
figares reveal, the Mexican field is the second largest in the
world. The deficit of more than 100,000,000 barrels required for
the American market is supllied by Mexico, from which American
producers obtained 130,000,000 barrels last year. The importance
of securing a large share of the Mexican output, therefore, is
obvious.

America is not the only nation requiring oil. Great Britain,
and in a lesser degree, France need large supplies. Great
Britain seciured a mandate for Mesopotamia, which it proceeded
to exercise without regard fo other claims. France claimed a
mandate for Anatolia. There are oil fields in South America, in
Persia, Roumania, India, Galicia and Borneo, which Great
Britain and France as well as Holland are trying {o monopolize
against American demands. As a compensation %or the friendly
settlement of the British deb{ to the United States, Great Britain
was willing to make a concession to American capital, in granting
cooperation in the Mesopotamian oil fields. To the naive
politican it appeared as if the United States and Great Britian,
therefore, would work together, and that harmony had been
established between the two leading world competitors.

But two matters have arisen to stir up animosity—and
these two :ﬂx“m are bound to hlv.ﬁ.f?rtgﬁﬂc Ing consequences:
Before reti 'ng as Secretary of the Inferior, Mr. Fall denied the
Royal Dutch Shell Company, through a subsidiary in the United
States, the right to take over the lease and operation of certain
oil lands. Declaring that American law provided fhat “citizens
of another counfrz, the laws, customs, or regulations of which
deny similar or like privileges fo citizens or corporations of this
country (America) shall not by stock ownership, stock holdings,
or stock control, own any inferest in any lease acquired under
the provision of this act”, the U.S. declared a war of retaliation.
against the exclusion of American producers from foreign fields.

The Royal Dutch She) bine, a British-Dutch concern,
controls about 11 per cent of the world’s oil production. In 1922,
the combination effected a merger of its primtipal subsidaries in
the United States. Through this merger, the Royal Dutch con-
trols about 3.5 % of the oil production of the United States. The
Royal Duich controls 90 % of the 18,000,000 barrels produced
_lntnual:y inhthi Dutd:PEastllndies. Together ;vith theml}olhsdu‘ld
interests, the Asiatic Petroleum Company, a distributing agen
was formed which plays a leading paruyn rhe lt"itﬁz;?'ilmh’gu of :H
along the eastern routes. Thus a sluw, leaving New York
for 2 voyagﬁ round the world, calling -at 110 important ports
along the Mediterranean, in India, the FEast Indies, {span,
the Philippines, Australia and the western coast of North
America, and then returning to New York via the Panama Canal
would find oil bunkering stations operated by a member of the
Royal Duich Shell group at every importagi port of call.

.+ The Turkish Petroleum Company, Lid., a Brifish concern,
is owned 50 % by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, which is

" controlled by the British

of its stock. This company claims all i t Meso-
p?t:‘::iah Tlieg:tacr;m ?,il 4 erties in Me:gl t:r!:o\:lin]izil'nemtml
[ oya —which is openly decl

the British Government. d ared to be owned by

This conflict of American ‘g):oduoen with British pro-,

ducers, or, in other words, with Brifish Government, takes
on even larger dimensions and is becoming a political issue of
first imporiance. The Chester concessions - in Turkey, which
were granied 3' 1906, were recently ratified by the Angora Go-
vernment, which contended that a” former grant made to the
French Government was not fully paid and therefore is null
and void. .

) The Chester concession covers a grant of 10 miles on
either side of a railway line that is to be built by the corporation.
This land is extremely rich in oil, copper and iron. T grant
conflicts, however, with the British and French claims in the
Mosul oil fields, so that international complications will soBh
ensue. The United States Government has stated that it will
support Chesler in his demands. Such papers as the Washington
Post, whose utterances may be regarded as semi-official, and (he
Wall Street Journal, think it would be insane for the Govern-
ment to get involved in the Near East “quarrel”, against which
public sentiment took a decided stand in 1920. However, the
present administration is an “oil” administration, The Chester
gtoup and the Standard Oil interests have evidently made their
Face, so that the U S. Government will take an energetic stand
or the defence of the Chester interesis.

The Soviet Govenrment has given a concession to the
Barnsdall Corporation and has ratilied the concession given to
the Sinclair O1l Corporation in Siberia. The Urqubart concession
has not been confirmed. Baku is the goal of the imperialists. It
is the richest oil ficld in the world as yet unexplored and means
to its owners tremendous wealth and power. Through machi-
nations and intrigues, manipulations and new groupings, the
capitalist powers (g)e to get possession of Baku and thereby
deprive the Soviet Government of the leading fuel at the pre-
sent time.

The deadlock at the Lausanne Conference is due to the
entrance of America as an active factor in the controversy in the
East. Mosul, the oil pearl, is the immediate center of contention
and will be bartered o that imperialist group whose political
influence is best suifed to nullify the stranglehold that European
imperialism is attempting to get on Turkey.

This is leading to a sharp conflict between America and
Great Britian, desriie all protests of Anglo-Saxon * harmony”
and ‘““communilty of interests”. The race after oil is the race (or
power. Even though shale deposits have been discovered in
Colorado and Utah, which may supply oil equal to eight times
the tofal output to date in the United States, or five times that
of the entire world, the demand for oil cannot be satisfied. In-
dustry depends on an adequate supply, and the navy cinnot
develop without it. The ‘Chester concession has a value of
$1,000,000,000 and has tremendous potentialities.

The conflict raging in the East, which has reached a crisis
in the assassination of Vorovsky and the threatening atiitude of
Great Britain toward Soviet Russia, has much of its origin in the
oil question. Soviet Russia refuses to hand over her oil
possessions to imperialist exploitation; the Mosul and Mesopo-
tamian oil fields are claimed by British, American and French
interests. The so-called “open door” is not what any nation
wants: it demands a monopoly of the precious fuel. ence the
alloiment of territory to American corporations will not satisfy
greedy American imperialism.

Qil is back of the next war.

The Wedding of the 2. and 2/,
Internationals
By Heinrich Brandler (Berlin).

Reform socialism fs bankrupt, nationally and internatio-
nally, and so is centrism. It is perfectly clear that the amal.
gamation of two bankrupt currents of the r movement cannot
signify any positive gain, any advance. As was the case in
Germany, where the amalagamation of the Social Democratic
Parfy with the Independent Sociat Democratic Party has not
brougit any increase in the power of action displayed by ‘the
combined parties, but has had rather a weakening and diminishing
effect, so in the case of the union of the 2nd and 2% Infer.
nationals, this will not increase the international power of action

of the tion.

Reform socialism went bankrupt at the outbreak of war i
1914, In Jyear. 1914 the revolutionary phraseol of the
refor socialisis revealed ‘tself to be empty tatk;- te all
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. the solemn resolitions pasdsed by their national and internatiofial
conferences, they ‘did not take up the fight against war but
capitulated and wertt bver to the camp of the rgeoisie.

- Certrism crystallized in the formation of a separate party

recisely because of the war policy pursued by the reformists.
F{ere again the history of the Independent Social Democratic
Party is typical; it began as a rebellion against the war policy
of the reform socialists, but was incapable of opposing the clear
and positive civil peace and cooperation policy of the social
patriots with an equally clear and determined revolutionary
gx;ogram, Centrism never got further than pacifist arguments.

hile the reform socialists openly stuck to the bourgeoisie
through thick and thin, the Independents trotted at their heels,
arguing alt the time. After the colla of the war, centrism
could not straightaway make it up with the reform socialists.
While the Russian Revolution was Ig_.lowing, it utilized this
revolutionary phase to g{a\her together the war-weary andfpassivc
labor elements beneath the flag of passive support for the
German Socialist Party.

Easy come, easy go. The hard demands which the
proletarian class war laid upon organizations and leaders alike,
in the times following the war, replaced the revolutionary phase
by the advance of victorious counter-revolution, The practical
poticy of the Independent Social Democratic Barty of Germany
in no way differed from that of the reform socialists, the
revolutionary elements deserted it, after being deceived by it
but for a skort time, and went over to the communist camp.
After the Social Democrats and Independents had become com-
Bletely bankrupt, they amalgamated into the United Social

emocratic Party of Germany. During the Rathenau crisis,
both parties demonsirated their bankruptcy so openly, that it was
impossible for anyone to be deceived any longer; they showed
that they.feared tze revolutionary strug ﬂ-. of the workers more
than anything else, and that their amalgamation served merely
mechanical and organizatory ends, but had no furcher political
significance.

The amalgamation « of the 2. and 2% Internationals
occurs at a time when the clear will to fight for the rule of the
working class must be supported by courage, courage and again
courage, if the duties imposed by the present struggle are to
be efficiently carried cut. We have reached a decisive {urning
point. The internaticnal capitalist offensive is concentrating
upon a renewed attack on the revolutionary stronghold of the
world proletariat, Soviet Russia. The antagonisms in the
Entente have become so acute that the bankrupt statesmen can
only hide their bankruptcy from the broad working masses for
a brief period by plunging into fresh war adventures. France
has appropriated {o hersel% the military and political domination
of Europe. England fights in vain for the re-establistment of her
position of world power. The consolidation of Soviet Russia,
the improvement of the economic conditions and of the standard
of life among the masses of workers and peasants in Russia,
the only state of its kind in the world, are becoming a serious
menace to the existence of bourgeois rule in the old capitalist
countries. Lenin’s serious illness hures the English bourgeoisie,
which feels ifself threatened by Soviet Russia’s increasing
strength, to {ry what resistance Soviet Russia is able to offer
wittout Lenin; hence England’s present inclination to try a
new intervention, a new economic and commercial blockade,
accompanied if possible by armed predatory invasions through
the agency of vassal states.

The situation is extremely grave. French imperialism is lryinF
1o complete its hegemony by shattering Germany. English imperial-
ism is {rying to recover its lost position of world power by shatter-
ing Soviet Russia. In this situation the represen{atives of the
2. and 2!'% Internationals can find nothing better to do than
to pursue their civil peace and cooperation policy in obedience
to their bourgeoisies. The echo of the recent declarations of war
against war, made at the congress held by the 2. and 2% Inter-
nationals at the Hague, has scarcely died away, and yet these
heroes are already preparing, side ﬂy side with their piratical
and war-mongering bourgeoisies, to folerate and co-operate in
the subjection of Germany and the subjection of Soviet Russia.

The revolutionary working class, the communisis
and the revolutionary trade wunions, once more put
to the  reformists = and centrists  the  unequivocal
question: Will you join us in the formation of the fightin
groletarian united front against war and the Fascist worl
anger—despite all other differences of opinion—and help us to
organize this; or will you--as in 1914—form a united fromt
with the bourgeoisie, against the proletariat?

The decision of the Hamburg Conference to join forces
with the bourgeoisie, against the proletariat, will aid the disinte-
gration of the ranks of the working class still backing up the
representatives of the reformist Internationals; it will have the
Y

e

effect of ssparating the ‘workiig<vhasses from their treacherous
leaders and uniting them with the. revolutionary workers. The
formation of the prolfetarian united front can be hiftdered by
the united leaders of the 2. and 234 Internationafs, but it cannot
be prevented. Months will pass before the present capitalist
world crisis developes into' open' counter-revolutionary war bet.
ween world bourgeoisie and world prolefariat, into practica|
execution of the'désigns -against Soviet Russia. It is incumbent
on the Communists to use the short time still at our disposal,
to rouse the working populations of the whole world, to prepare
them to join forces and take up the fight against war and
Fascist world reaction, if need be without and rgainst the one.
time leaders of the Western European labor mow ment.

The Hamburg Cominunisls and the
International Socialisi Congress
By Rudolf Lindau.

Hamburg has always had the reputation of being a strong-
hold of social democracy, and is still designated as such by the
leaders of social democracy. The chairman of the United Social-
Democratic Party of Germany in Hamburg. Leuteritz, boastingly
proclaimed at the congress of the 2. and 2. Internationals that
Hamburg counts approximately. 100,000 social democrats, while
the communists have only about 5000 to 10,000 members. In
the first place these figures are not accurate, for according to
the reports of the Social Democratic Party there are not quite
80,000 members in Hamburg, and, in the second place, the recent
elections for the International Congress show in what estimation
these members are to be held, for only 1% per cent of them took
part in the election. Nevertheless, there are still about eight
organized social democrats in Hamburg to every organized com-
munist. This proFortion of numbers does not, however, give
any correct idea of the comparative influence of the two- parties.
The last shiop steward elections, at which the communists received
the majority of all votes in many shops and factories (as for
instance in the Hamburg shipyards), showed this very clearly,
The policy pursued by the Hamburg social democrats, who

sess, with the communists, the majority in the Hamburg par-
iament, and yet prefer to form a coaiition government with the
bourgeois parties, has done much to open.the eyes of numerous
workers. The Hamburg Congress of the 2. and 2%. Internato-
nals has not been able to retard this process of enlightenment.

The party leaders of the united social democrats in Ham-
burg, and the organization committee of the congress, had pic-
tured things quite differently. When the German Communist
Party announced that on Whit Monday, the opening day of 1:.¢
congress, it would oppose its own demonstration to the socal
democratic demonstration, the social democratic leaders initiated
the wildest agitation against the German Communist Party,
pretending that the congress building was going to bte stormed by
the communists, the congress broken up. The “ Union of the
Republic ”, the party defence organization of the social democrais,
was mobitized, and the social democratic police senator sent larye
numbers of police constables to protect the congress. The Germuau
Communist Party at ouce protested, in the press and in numero:s
handbilis, against this despicable attempt to incite the workers
against one another, and effectively countered the intended pro-
vocation by openly declaring that it would consider anyone a
provocateur who aftempted to disurb the social democratic and
communist demonstrations.

The intention of dealing a heavy blow at the united frm
now forming, by means of inducing the workers to come w
blows among themselves, was thus a complete failure. A e
monstration of the communists, more powerful and determined
than Hamburg has ever before witnessed, passed off under 1"¢
protection of %ﬂrge numbers of stewards, in the most admirab'e
order. Before the gress building the policeé were waiting,
also the misled wo%rs belonging to the social democratic de-
fense organization, but these waited in vain for‘#ny pretext for
interference. The social democratic Echo was next day reluc
tantly obliged to acknowledge the power of the demonstrati,
and attempted to cover .the retreat of the social democratic
leaders with the lamentable excuse that the communists had
altered their tactics at <the last moment, and abandoned the
intention of breaking up the congress. — The social democraiic
demonstration on the same day was more extensive than that of
the communists, but was attended by crowds of curious petty bour-
eois, and was as lacking in unity and impressiveness even 23
the variegdled speech elivered by the great guns among the
international speakers. :

The" main work of the communists has, however, .been it
the workshops and factories. Two days before the congress
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met, -one of the workshop councily’. plenary meetings, convened
by the committee. of fifteen (not recoegnizedryby the g:'de unions)
o{ the workshop councils, had adopted a definite attitude towards
the congress, and formulated its demands. At the supplemenfar

election to the commitiee of fifteen, three "social democratic
workers were elected for the first tim&, Workshop meetings and
also the unemployed decided on their attitude towards the
congress; they passed resolutions, and sent delegations to the
congress. In the factories and workshops discussions took place
nmong the workers, as fresh material for debate kept coming in
daily irom the congress. Dozens of public meetings held by the
German Communist Party in Hamburg and its immediate
cnvirons, with foreign and German comrades as speakers, sup-
ported the campaign against the congress of phrases. An
enormous number of copies of the pamphlet containing Edo
Fimmen’s speech, delivered in Hamburg a few weeks ago, were
distributed.  Pages of the. communist Hamburger Volkszeitung
were posted.up in the workshops.

When the conflict between the English government and the
Soviet government became acute, the Committee of Action against
War Daunger and Fascism, the committee of fifteen of the workshop
councils, the Seamen’s umnion, the Commumist Youth, and the
German C.P., called uﬂon the workers to make a mass demonsira-
tion'-after working hours. Tens of thousands of Hamburg
workers replied by assembling in a mighty demonstration. The
delegation sent by the demonstrators to the congress was turned
out of doors, with its demands, just as brisquely as the workshop
delegation had been. This congress did not want to adopt any
definite attitude towards war danger, the Ruhr occupation, or
MX of the dangers threatening the proletariat, and above all, it
did not waat to take a single step towards forming the united
front of the militant working ‘class. The reasons for this, and the
litical conclusions to be drawn, will not be discussed here, But
if the social democrats in Hamburg assumed that théy could use
the congress of so-called amalgamation against the German Com-
munist Party, then they have been severely disappainted. Pre-
cisely in Hamburg, where the congress was held, and where the
workers had to look on while a workers’ delegation striving for
the united -front was turned out of the congress doors, precisely
here the events and the result of the congress will greatly con-
tribute to a closing of the ranks of the workers, and will destroy
the influence of the social democratic leaders now bound to stand
or fall with the bourgeoisie.

ECONOMICS

Survey of the World Economic
Situation in the 1st Quarier of 1923

Vi. England. ~

“Once again, as so often during the last 4 years, the
hope of rapid economic improvement has been destroyed by
the problem of QGerman reparations . . . . The Dis-
appointent arose in the first week of the new {ear, when the
conference dramically collapsed and was followed by the
French invasion of the Ruhr, whose consequences have
thrown all the other events of the last quarter of a year,
into the shade, though these have been many. One of the
most important of these other events is the agreement
between England and the United States on the terms of con-
solidation of the greatest international debt in history....
As regards state- finance, the revenues were unexpectedly
excellent, to such an extent . ... that the year ended with a
surplus of 100 million pounds. On the other hand . . . .
there is no hope of any considerable fresh decrease in taxa-
tion. Between December 1922 and March 1923, the number
of employed fell by 168,900, but the rate of this decrease is
less favorable than was hoped for in the autumn . . . .
Foreign trade, which, during the autumn showed many
signs of expansion, retrogressed instead of rafidlrv deve-
loping . . .. No-one can that the harmful effects of
the Rguhr occupation are spreadiig more and miore, riot. only
in British industry, .but jn eVer¥ sphere of international
intercourse . . . . Un taiufy, ack of -configence, incon-
stancy, and. every psychological tendency calculated to
hinder the development of production and commerce, are
again at work . ... .

The press, and public opinion, are full of the advan-
tages which the Ruhr occugtion has brought our coal, iron,
and steel industries . . . . “But our textile industry is feelmg
the effect of the enormous withdrawal of corlinental orders;

oo A

our shipping is now suffering, indicates a s rinkage of inter-
national trade. The new crisis in Europe has diminished the
purchasing power of an important area. And producers in
other countries, who are also losing their customers on the
continent, are not able to buy the products of English if-
dustry fo any great extent. The breach in the circle of
international trade has been widened again, and this
widening is bound to be felt, sooner or later, by British
commerce in almost every part of the earth.”

. These words of the Economisi aptly characterize the situ-
ation of English economics during the last quarter of a year,
and the distavor with which English capitalists tegard the iresh
disturbances bro;ight about in the worf ’s markets by France's
military action. It only remains for us to add a few dyata to this
general description. -

and the lack of dgmagd for home freights from which

Unemployment,
“ During the period coveredetéy this report, the number of
unemployed has steadily decreased, though more slowly than

was o;_yed_for; the number had decreased by 201,000 befween
the beginning of the year and April 6.; the total number on
April 6. being, 1285,000. The percentage of unemployed is as

follows: w
Organized in Total insured.

trade unions

End of November 1922 14.2 -
End of December 1922 14.0 —_
End of January 1923 13.7 127
End of February 1923 13.1 1.8

It will be seen that the improvement is very slow. The
number of unemployed is still 5 to 6 times higher than under
“‘normai” condilions. The unemployed problem is still the cen-
tral problem of English social life.” It must be borne in mind
that the actual nurfiber of unemployed is greater than the
number stated, as large numbers of workers are on part-time.
A group of bourgeois economists, including Prof. Bowley and
B. Seebohm, recently published a compilation, under the title:
“The third winter of unemployment”, in which they show their
independent investigations to have brought them {o the con-
clusion, that in the Autumn of 1922, the shorfage of working
possibi[ilies was not 11.9%, as is to be inferred from the number
of unemployed insured, but between 20 and 22%.

A further difficulty consists in the fact that the number of
unemployed is very unequally divided among the various trades.
The majority of unemployed are in the ship-building trade,
machine building, and above all in the metal industry. %n some
of these industries there are many more unemployed than the
number of the increase of workers between 1914 and 1922. And
it is exceedingly characteristic of most of the English econo~
mis(s, that they can suggest no other solution for the unemployed
problem than emigration and limitation of population. e are
experiencing a renaissance of Malthusianism. It is no other in-
dividual than Keynes, at the present time lauded by the radical
bourgeois press of the whole world, who writes as follows in the
re-construction number 12 of the Maachester Guardian:

“In the light of present-day science, it is impossible
for me to see any practical method of materially improving the
fate of the average human being which does not include a
plan for the limitation of the population. If, to use Malthu-
sian phraseology, the ravages of poverty, disease, and war
are removed, they must be substituted by something else.
It may prove sufficient if we render the limifation of births
easy and free from dangtr, and if we alter our customs and
conventional morails a little.”

Precisely as Malthusianism originated during a period of
transition {o a new state of society, during a period in which
the introduction of machinery had released so much man-power
that England could not support her population; precisely in
the same manner there is now a revival of Malthusianism,

“for the present period of transition from capitalism to socialism

again causes the English econommsts to despair of being able
to solve the problem of unemployment by economic means.

It should not be forgoiten that unemployment imposes
heavy burdens on the English bourgeoisie. In 1922, “state
expenditure for unemployment doles amounted in round figures
to 100 million £. This dees not imclude poor law expenditure.

* A statement sent to the prime minister gives the following

figures as to the increase of these burdens between 1914 an
1921:

Poor rate per 1 ton of steel produced by the firm of
Bolkow Vaughan & Co.: d
1914 5.17
1921 3i2.
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Tolal taxation, excepting intome tax, for
1 fon of eteel: 1914 2/-
1 ton of sfeel: 1921 21/1

; Even if these data be scme what exaggerated, it is none

the less a fact that unemployment places very heavy burdeas
on, the English bourgeoisie, and the slow improvement of English
economics leaves litlle prospect that -unemployment will return
.19 its usual level this year. The English big industrialists
addressed a communication {o the minister of finance at ‘the end
of March, demanding that the income tax be reduced by a shilling
in the pound for the coming fiscal Fear, and referring to the
brilliant results of the past financial year, reported on in the
general section of this report.

The State of the Markets.

As scen from the figures quoted in " the intro uctory
section, the_ state of the market has varied, but on the whole
has improved. Among the most important branches of industry,
that of coal shows tEe greatest improvement. The output has
‘reached its pre-war standard, and amounis {o something over
5% million tons. There is great scarcity of coal in the southern
coal district, and the works are provided with orders for some
months in advance. Prices are rising rapidly.

Under these circumstances the disconténtment of the
English miners is easily understood, as al the present time
their actual wages are much lower than before the war. As
is well known, the English miners, or rather-thelr trade union
Jeaders, came to an agreement with the capitalists after the
failure of the betrayed miners, strike; this agreement provides
that wages be adjusted quarterly to the state of business.
Thus the miners have now had to look on while the capitalists
are making brilliant profits, and they themselves are starving
on low wages, and unemployment confinues in spite of the better
state of the markef. This state of affairs has mduced the miners
during the last three months, to make various attempts to
persuade the prime minister to have an investigation commission
appointed for the coal industry, for the purpose of having a
minimum wage decided upon. All these attempts have been
opposed by tﬁc English government, but the miners have not
yet resolved on any decided steps towards the improvement of
1heir wages.

Iron and steel mdustry has also e;EFerienced a conside-
rable revival during this last period. he most important
figures are as follows:

Average production per month.
Iron Steel

1913 855,000 638,600
755,600
308,600
486,0C0
546,100
anuary 567,900 634,1C0
ebruary 1923 543,400 707,100
This improvement in the coal and iron mdustry is chiefly
attributable to the Ruhr conflict. It is, however, not entirely
due to this cause, for during {he whole of 1922 a steady impro-
vement was fo be observed in these branches of industry.
Improvement is much slower in the ship-building and
machine-building trades, which are so important for England.
The freight markets are also showing but slight signs of impro-
vement. But it is the cotton industry which appears to be
suffering most severely; cotton spinners are working short-
time, and during- the second half of March the position in the
cotton weaving concerns had grown so bad that the question
of shori-time tor the cotfon weavers is also being mooted.

¢ Price Movement.
During the last few months prices in England have shown
a tendency {o rise, the rate of exchange of the pound and dollar
remaining at the same time unchanged. The wholesale trade
figures published by the Economist are as follows:
December 116:2
}anuary 168.6
ebruary 171.6
The course taken by cost of living does not correspond to
this. ‘The figures first calculated by the Ministry Labor
for each of these months are as follows:
December 80
ganuary 8
ebruary 71
March 76
Percentages above pre-war level.
While wholesale prices have been rising since. December,
the cost of living is alleged to have sumk. ’

all i

"~ Foreign Trade.

Conniduhﬁ the great increase in the export of iron and
coal, England’s rdfn trade figures are lower than might
have been expected. Jhese are as follows:
In million £"
Imports =~ Exports

December 1922 949 67.4

january 1923 99.7 711
ebruary 1923 839 61.3

Before forming a judgment on the February. fi , We
must take into consiﬁent%on that February had Sr{vor ing days
fewer than January. After allowing for this, England's export
of goods appears to have actually as equally farge in Fe-
bruary as :n January. The coal e:ron has attained the pre-war
standard again. The reduction wages {o beneath pre-war
level has regained for English coal its full competitiveness
in the world’s markets, to the great satisfaction of all capitalist
circles in England.

Mighty Trade Unijon Struggles.

. The successes gamed by the colliery-owners and the heavy
industrial capitalists, with respect to wage reductions, now induce
the other groups of English capitalists {o attempt Iike reductpns.
At the present time mighty struggles are proceeding in England,
and others are about to break out. The attempt being made
by the master builders, to reduce wages and to extend the
working week from 44 {o 47 hours in summer, has led to the
dismissal of 500,000 workers who have offered resistance fo these
measures. The movement among agricultural laborers is wor{hy
of special attention, for it throws a bright lciEhl on the agrarian
question in England. It is generally a nowledfed, by all
capitalist orFana, that the wages of agricultural laborers are
ungurably ow. Thus the Times of March 19. writes:

“ Whatever the ferms on which an agreement is come
fo, the agricultural laborers of Norfolk are sure to receive
wages which would be designated as miserable in any other
branch of mdustry . . . e agricultural laborers of Nor-
folk are quite right in their demands, but the farmers are
not in a posilion to fulfil them.”

Innumerable instances are adduced showing that the
English farmer is absolutely unable to pay even the extremely
low wages customary hitherto, as the frée import of agricultural
produce renders agriculture in England no longer worth while.
There is a fendency to convert the arable land into pasture
again, and o go in for cattle raising on a large scale. It is
interesting to note that the question of ground remts is never
mentioned in this discussion. Only the capitalist farmer is
spoken of, and the idea that the landownmer's rents could be
utilized to meet the agricultural laborer's claims is one which
is never even touched upon by bourgeois publicists. The demand
made by the agricultural laborers, that a minimum wage be
guaranteed out of state funds, was rejected by the prime
minister. In the same manner the Labor Party failed to
persuade Parliament to set u&a minimum wage for the whole
agricultural industry. The Labor Party speaker pointed out
that there are districts in England where agricultural laborers
on -full- tine are -obliged: to apply for poor ‘relief. There are
districts where the agricultural laborers receive a wage of 21
to 22 shillings weekly, and in the Norfolk district, wages of
less than £ 1 per week are being forced on the workers by
dismissals. It is characteristic of the situation that the motion
brought in by the Labor Party, that an investigation commission
be appointed for fixing a minimum wage, was only rejected by
13 votes,

Despite the fact that all bourgeois organs recognize the
justice of the agriculiural laborers’ claims, still the strike in
{\lor!olk is runmng the usual course: the sons and daughfers
of poor farmers from other parts of England, as well as some
workmen, are working as blacklegs in the strike area, and the
unily between tenant farmers and workers, so praised at the
beginning of the movement—ithe organizations of employers and
employed sent a joint deputation to the prime minister begging
for help—is getting nearer a breach every day. The bourgeois

ress is already complaining about acts of violence, and is calling
or police reinforcemenis {0 be sent {o the strike district.

The United States.

The economics of the United States have shown a decided
upward tendency in the period covered by this report. The
causes of this boom have already been 'dealf with in the general
section. Here we shall merely give a brief réSiime of some data.

The March number of the Federal Reserve Bulletin states
that during the last 5 months the production of the basic indu-
stries tids increased by 20 %, and that the January outpu had
already exceeded the highest point of the year 1920,

The Ruhr occupation has also greatly coniributed to the

“The American secretary of commerce, Hoover, declared
on April 4, when speaking of the reactive effecis  of the
Rulir occupation in Amer that up to mow Amterica’s
industrial activity has been rather furthered than hindered.
This he stated to be especially the case in the iron and steel
industry. . He, however, considered it difficult to say whether

this state of affairs would last long. On the ot‘er hand,
the occupation of the Ruhr is of lrml disadvantage to
America, as America wishes to sell agricultural produce
to Germany. Before the new crops come in, Germany re-
uires two miillion tons of American corn. There is however

ger that Germany will not be able fo raise the ne-
cessary credits for the purctase. Should this occur, a fafl
in American corm prices is inevitable.”

With regard to the various branches of indusiry, those
confributing most to the boom are the investment industries—
building trade, railway materials, locomotives, trucks, motor-
cars.

Production in the iron and steel industry was as follows:

Iron Steel
. _in 1000 tons .
December 1922 3136 2%
’!‘lmnry 1923 3281 3252
ebruary 1923 3042 2966
March 1923 3521 —
The figures regarding the unexecuted orders of the steel
trust mount higher every month. These are as follows (in

1,000 ‘tons):
£ad Jan. End Feb. Ead March
7284 7603

End Dec..
6746 0911
It is very remarkable thai since 1919, the least iron and
steel were exﬁurted in the year 1922; the home markets ab-
sorbed everything! Good business has been dome m railway
stock; at the -end of February the number of locomotives om
order was 2,200,
The textile industry has also attained a record, {he number
of spindles working exceeding 35 millions.
The vice presideat the Quarantee Trust Compaay,
Fr. H. Sisson, writes as follows:
“ The revival of business activity in the United States
has greatly increased in strength and extent, this being
due to developments observable since the inning of the
. year. The slump generally noticeable in months of
January and February has, in mamy not a
at all this year or is much less accentuated than in other
years. Fresh record figures of freighted railway trucks
3!0% more during the first ten weeks of the year than
uring the same period last year), greater arrears in deli-
very, rising prices in the iron and steel industry, activity
in the indus working up cotton, such as we have not
known for a time, considerable or at least increasing
activity in other industries—all this is wiiness to an amount
of production and sales far exceeding all expectations. It
must however be observed that if the rise in prices of raw
materiale cannot bz s ily s a corresponding rise
;‘;m the price of finished goods must be with:
z.” .
In conclusion we quote the following extract from the last
report issued by the Manchester Guardian Com. (5. April):

“ The irom and steel works are practically working at
full pressure; their production at this rate is assured for the
next half year. Should the presemt rate of production be
maintained, it will equal that of the first 9 months of 1920,
the most active period ever experienced by the steel indusiry.
The motor-car industry is working at 100% of ils capacity,
and cannot meet the gnnnds. During the first two months
145000 motor-cars more were bukt than during the cor-
responding: period-of last year, up to now a rd year , . .
All indusiries rroduci raw materials—zinc, lead, copper—
have exceedingly large nds to meet. The copper mines,
practically at a standstill 18 months ago, are now working
without limitation for the first time smce the ead of the
war . ..” ,

This boom in the motor-car trade is nafurally aitended b
a large demand for rubber. This.has led {o sharp conflicts wit
the English and Dutch caoutchouc planiers, who do net want to
abandon their system of limited production *). Under these cir-

1) The English and Duich planiers, about 2 years ago,
togcluded an international nt for the limitation of pro-
l-;éﬁomwithunobie;totmhé%upﬂ.edi sly
low prices. ' This agreement sfill exiats, fo the defriment of the
‘Affierican motor-car industry. -

cumstances a boom in oil production and in the oil {rade
matier of course. The mone; market also indicates the begimhh:
of a boom. The bank rate has been raised for the first time since
the middle of 1921; the rise is from 4 to 4% %. The large amount
of available money, characteristic of periods of slackness and of
the earliest stages of economic improvement, has become con-
siderably: less.—Prices are rising generally; once more the bour-
geoisie sees heaven opening out before it.

It is of interest (o note that although 1922 can be designated as

a good year, as already shown in the generat secti
small underfakings wu!e ruined. g on, still many

“ The American newspapers state that the year 1922
was a record year for business collapses. In no other year in
the whole history of the country were there so many banke
rupicies; 22,300 werc registered as compared with 20,014
in 192]. Despite {his, bankruptcy liabilities in 1921 exceed
those of 1922 by 109 million dollars, for the total Habilities
of the past year amounted only to 646,900,000 doilars, com-
??gb )wnh 755,700,000 in 1921.” (Ind. and Hand.-Ztg.,

The gigantic gains being scooped in at present by American
Industry wﬁ!gbe shared by cl::f a few personl;. Congz'nlraﬁon is
still proceeding.

Labor shortage?

The reports published by capitalist organs continually
draw atiention to the shortage of workers as an obstacle to the
further development of the boom.

As early as the end of January the /ron Trade Review
wrote as follows:

“ The shortage of labor continues, and restricts output,
8o that some rolling mills have already reached their highest
productive capacily. Negroes are being brought from the
south to make up for the lacking workers.”
We read as follows in the New York Herald of 22. 2.:

“The country will be threatend with an economic disaster
as a result of rising prices and sirike of buyers, unless the
immigration laws are not so modified that more workers
can enter . . . Senafor Colt submitted a bill, authorizing
the Minister of Labor, if he is convinced that there is a
permanent shorlage of workers in any branch of industry,
to remove the present obstacles to immgration and to fill up
the gap...”

Sisson, in {he above quoted article, writes as follows:

“A still greater obstacle to further ‘‘expansion” of
business life is furnished by the threatened shortage of labor.
Amendments of the present immigration laws have been
submitted to the Congress, but these are little adapted to
remove the scarcity, and besides this, ignore what — at least
from the standpoint of the economist (!)—is the most
important factors in the selection of the diiferent immigrants
and fypes of immi%mnls; for it is impossible to make the
best choice either by the proposed intelligence test of the
individual jmmigrants, or by i{he present practice of
admitting a certain percentage of emigranis. Above all, the
reduclion of the permissible number of immigrants, as
desired by the trade unions in order to reduce absotutely
the amount of available labor, is based on a completely false
conception of the economic conse?uencea of such a policy.
An artifically mduced scarcity of labor cannot be simply
defended by the plea that the wages of a great number of
workers are thus kept at a higher level than would be the
case were there no infentional limitation of man-power
offered. For this unwarrantable maintenance of hi%hj wages
involves increased of wide-spread effect, which will
have to be borne to a great extent by the recipients of wages
themselves.”

Is it actually a fact that there is a shortage of labor in the
United States? We scarcely believe it. It is true that a large
number of industries have been obliged to raise wages, as
otherwise {heir workers would have gone over to the building
trade. Thus the steel trust—after raising wages b{ 2% in Sept.
of last year—recently granted a further rise of 11%. There is
fhus—especially in {mv industry—a “labor shorta from
the anm nt of the capilalists, for these do not find reserve
industrial army large enough to obviate rises in wages, and to
enable the whole excess profits of the boom to flow into the
pockets of ihe capitalists. But it is scarcely ible to speak of
a shortage puiting a fimit on uction. The Economic News
Service of the Federated Press, rejects this possibility. It draws
aftention to the last report issued by the Labor Office, according
to which the various indusiries were occupied as follows: y
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100% full time: 4 branches of industry (wool, newspaper, pianos,
carpets) : y
90—95% 12 brances of industry (carriage building, agri-
cultural, machinery, shoes, . ship - building,
cot.on, efc.)
12 branches of industr{ (motor-cars, machines,
foundries, leather, silk).

80—90%

70—86% 10 branches of industry (petroleum, efc.).
Jess than 70% 10 branches of indusiry (iron works 69%, brick-
kilns, 58%, mils 38%). e
At the same time there is a surplus of 200,0C0 pitmen in
the coal-mines, and the railways have engaged thousands of
superfluous half-trained workers as fighthing troops against
the organized working class.

How long will the boom last?

We shall end our report with the same question with
which we beﬁ:n: how long will the isolated American boom last?

We ve already pointed out that this economic
prosperity is, to a considerable extent, founded on the flourishing
agricultural conditions. But the crops in 1922 were considerably
émaller than those of 1921, and the first reports on this year’s
¢rops are still less favorable. The average is as follows (100
equalling best):

1923 1922 1921 1920
Winter wheat 75.2 78.4 91 75.6
Winfer rye 818 89 90,3 86,0

The area under cultivation is also alleged to have dimin-
ished, but we poseess no stalistical data on this point.

The production of cotton has decreased of late years, not
only in uence of the crisis, but more as a result of the
ravages of injurious insects, which the planters have not yet
succeeded in exterminating.

1f we further take into consideration that the outside
markets are rendered less accessible than before by the weakened
purchasing powers of Europe, as well as by the.com&:etition
offered by Russian agricullural products now that Russia’s
agriculture is regainin% strength, then we ccnnot regard the
boom as likely {o be of onE duration in so far as it arises from
agriculture, “Despite the boom, the situation of the American
farmer is by no means enviable; this we pointed out in our last
report, and it has been further described in detail by Prof.
Tulgakov—if in a somewhat exaggerated manner. The establish-
ment of 12 new farmers’ banks, each provided with 5 millions
provided by the state, for the purﬁose of granting the farmers
short-term credits up to 75% of the price of the products they
have in stock, shows that agriculture is dependent on protection
against finance capital, and does not possess the means of
ﬁnanci!l:% itself.

e other great factors in the present boom—the gigantic
orders placed by the railways for rolling stock, the motor-car
industry—will also cease to operate before fong, when the
demands have been met; the same applies to the building
industry, already threatened by the high prices of building
materials. ’

“Reports from many parts of the country, show that the

high prices of building materials at present are proving
a hindrance 1o building acivity, and that the future of the
building industry on the whole is endangered by possible
further rises in prices”) )

We not only see therefore that the general experience of
the course of capitalist production renders us certain that the
American boom will not last for ever—as the bourgeoisie foolighly
fancies every time there is a boom—but there are also very
concrete reasons for concluding that the boom will be but short.?)

Certain sections of American opinion also calculate upon
a short duration of the boom. Thus John Moody, one of the best
observers of American economic life, writes as follows:?)

“Every cautious observer must see that the coming

months contain elements of uncertainty and irregularity . . .
Europe, our greatest and steadiest buyer, is in the position
of a commercial concern in financial difficulties. It requires

1) “The Economist” March 24.
2) The ansion of the American market to Asia -and
South America is proceeding. This is, however, a constant
process, one whose force is absolutely inadequate to.maintain the
American boom if the internal economic basis is wanting. We
repeat: the exports of the United States amount fo only 10%,
the export into these districts is about 3 to 4% of the production,
and the increase of their receptive capacity thus only a fraction
of one per cent! For some individual industries the develo t
of export is of great importance—but not for the collective
economics of the United States. - -

%) The Economic News Service. 20. 1. 1923,
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reorganization . . . Thus {t would appedr {0 be correct o
conclude that the present American economics do not indicate
a boom, and that the; present revival-will ‘run down within
a ghort time. The intelligent observer will predict a more
or less marked falling off in business in the year 1923.”
And even the otherwise ve? optimistic American
correspondent of . the . 'Manch. G. Commercial writes, on
March, 19.: ' : . . .
“The events of each week strengthen the opinion that an
industrial boom is approaching which ‘may last for months,
if not for the whole year.” B
It may thus be seen that the duration of the baom is estimat.
ed to be at most till {the end of the year, - Should this prove
correct, then the American boom will remam isolated, -and Europe
will never arrive at any phase of ‘economic prosperity in this
cycle. This would prove a fact of the utmost importance, not
only from an ecomomic viewpoint, but theoretically as well, and
from the viewpoint of the communist moverhent.

THE YOUTH MOVEMENT

Foremost in Aciion and Ardour
By Waller Schulz (Hamburg).’
| I
The first victims of imperialist war.

‘The older generations of the revolutionary -proletariat
forget only too often that théy, who are to-day carrying on an
inexorable” and self-sacrificing struggle against the 'capitalist
powers attacking them on all sides, will one day become weary
of struggle, will grow old and tired and that they must ide
substitutes, must find recruits for the proletarian' army. e in-
difference shown with regard 1o the prolefarian youth is a great
enemy of our cause, This indifference is harder to undersiand
when- we rememmber that millions of ‘proletarian-parents have
been robbed of their sons during ‘the Le:rs just past; that thece
sots have had to give their lives, on the' battle fields of Europe,
for the honor of the money-bag. ~Surely- aH ‘thése proletarian
parents, and many more, must be aware that theé coming im-
perialist war  wiill bring them similar losses? - Nothing has
changed: at the present time, just as ten-years ago, millions of
young proletarians are bein ought before: the milttary: meat
inspectors, and declared fit for cannon fodder.i "And should war
break out today, it will be twenty ‘Kear old lads who will first be
driven to face the rifle barrels, the mouths of the canron, and
the clouds of gas; and for no other reason than that: Loucheur
wants-higher percentages, that the English capitalists are afraid
their money bags will not be stuffed full enough, that' Musso-
lini’s thirst for power is not yet' quenched, and that the Czecho-
Slovakian bankers and-industrialists, logethel' with their Belgian
colleagues, stand and fall with the Paris Exchange! In Germany
the proletariat is' a victim of eelf-deception, and imagines that
all danger of an.imperialist war has vanished once and for all
with Wgﬂhelm. The workers thrust their heads into the: sand,
and ‘will not ‘tecognize that a ‘moment may  conre when they and
their sons will be forced to face the horrors of war again, at
the command of the vabanque gamblers of capitalism.

What is to be done, and what does the youth demand from
the adults? Above all: away with alt apathy, And next: the
clear recognition of the fact that the bourgeois armies form 2
part of the forces employed by capitalist society for its own
maintenance, a recognition which must lead to the logical con-
clusion that this apparatus of force is to be disintegrated, smashe
to pieces. i
P The struggle has to be carried on along different lines in
ihe various countries, according to the conditions. Work among
conscript armies must be conducted differently to that among
voltntary troops. The slogans remain the same, but the tactics
vary. At the III. World Congress of the Communist - Youth
International, the following es were laid down for work
among the troops: , )

1. Annulment of the treaties of Versailles, St. Germain,

Trianon, Stvres, and the 'other imperialist” pacts and

5 1rea}:ies' signetd siqce 1h'e war.
ight against armanents: .
§)gCodsgtnnt rousing of proletarian  class-consciousness,
.and .of, feeling among the working masses against
armaments; T o ™
b) Fight for the actual legal and illegal ng‘tlriggqu the
manufacture of arms and ammunition, the rlbl_xhor}
of war material and ifs tramsport,’by. the ‘organs ©
the working class; n

No 93 -

N°¢ éaku

PUR—— » ' =

c) Infernational siruggle against the ufacture and
, trasport of war material, until this isma;:'evenfed.
3. S{stematic proPaganda within the army itself:
a) For the beiterment of the material position of the
- soldiers;
b) Recoguition of political rights for soldiers, the right to
form societies and hold meetings, and fo vote; recogni-
‘tion of the soldier's right to read proletarian rews-
papers and to visit proletarian places of resort (trade
union head quarters, and party premises),

4. Support of the material demands of colonial soldiers, and
of their political demands for equal rights. Systematic
propaganda “among colonial soldiers for the "struggle
against imperialist oppression.

5. Strengthening of the determination of the broad masses
to avert war by every means at their disposal, from street
demonstrations to the general strike and revolt, and 1o the
conversion of an actual capitalist war into a revolutionary
class war.

Ng lamentations on the part of the timorous, the pacifists,
or the reformists, can hold back the revolutionary youth from
fulfilling these tasks. It will continue this work as before —
and will be able to intensify the effectiveness of the work in
proiorhon to the aid lent by the awakening working class, and
1o the number of new members which the workers supply to the

+ Communist Youth organizations.

The youth as shock troops-both for and against Fascism.

One thing is certain: no praise can be too high for the
dead, the wounded, the imprisoned, the hunted, who have staked
their lives in .the attempt to prevent Missolin’s murderous bands
from coming into power. They have had the worst of it, the Italian
copununists. The infernational proletariat must learn the lesson
faught by this — and it is the ltaltan comrades themselves who
today jssue this warning to all who are fighting against Fascisni.
The rdle played by the youth in combatfing reaction is of the
utmost importance, and must be especially emphasized. Every
page of the history of the revolationary movement proves, that
the youth has always stood in e front line of attack, and has
even been, in the past, the central source of power of revolution.
This is no longer so today. Revolutionary organizations of
adults have been formed in all countries for the proletarian
struggle for emancipation. But this does not render the youth
organizations supertluous. On the contraty, it is imperative to
have these. youthful forces in the fighting revolutionary front.
Not only that they may thus be used for rcvolution, but tzat they
may not be delivered over to the enemy,

It is no great secret that the troops which reaction
employs for its attacks are mainly recuited from youthful ele-
ments, It is not only the petty bourgeois youth which is thus
employed, but proletarian boys are misled and deluded into acts
of hostility towards their own class. Germany supplies a per-
fect example of the corruptive activity of reaction among the
proletarian youth. Innumerable youth societies, “ neutral ” sports
clubs, cinemas. and music halls, take care that the bourgeois
reactionary poison, already inoculated in the schools, is im-
perceptibly disseminated among the masses of . the youthful
proletariat. This is an aspect of the anti-revolutionary work of
the bourgeoise which is accorded too little attention. On the
other hand, a campaign of open violence against the proletarian
youth is to be observed. Finland, Italy, and Bavaria are siriking
examples that the main line of attack is against the youth.

The manifesto issued by the Frankfort Conference tells
the proletariat that Fascism, “ where already organized and
striving for power, is to be opposed. by the most comprehensive
counter-propaganda, both written and spoken”. In this must be
included the protection of the children from nationalist incitement.
This implies the removal of all reactionary teachers from the
scheols, and the combatting of all institutions afid organizations
engaged in the eradication of proletarian class feeling from the
proletarian youth, .

But the Frankfort manifesto continues: Do not be content
with this, Create your own g;ience organizations at the same
time, which will szatter it (Fascism) in its beginnings.” The
German proletariat in paricular ig-faced with this task. In this
connection, the adults must d ir utmost to make full and
complete use of the youthful forces.” And here there are many
dangers to be avoided. Above all, it is necessary to prevent
isolated action. on the part _of youthful elements; such, action,
however well meant, may easily involve the aduts in its defeat.
The only possible solution is the enlistment of the whole youthful
roletariat in .the defence organizations?, Though special Youth

efence, Unitsy may be a danger, yet the preséace o the largest
possible percentage of youthful forces, withl sttong arms and im-
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mense enthusiasm, is {o be welcomed in ever letari ey
and enhances its fighting powers. The over{a‘l)xr(?ous ﬂ;:tlal;llnd nﬁ
the older members, and the frequenitly ill-considered zeal of the

young ones, may thus balance one another.

All this must be considered in ox;ganlzin the defence. It '

this is done, we ma{ face the future in full confidence of victory,
Old and young will join forces to crysh the enemy to the earih
—never {o rise again!

———

Third International Children’'s Week!

To the workers’ children in all countries!
Young comrades!

The Third International Children's Week will take place
from June 24. to 30. This is part of the fight against all that is
oppressing you.

) A frightful burden of misery lies upon your shoulders.
Your homes are haunts of starvation and wretchedness. How
many of you have to help your parenis to earn their bread, and
must even work far into the night.

You are all still suffering from the fearful consequences of
the great war. But the rich never think of improving your lot.
Their greed and despotism deliver you over to misery and
disease. )

. The way you are treated in the schools is no better. The
majority of the teachers are enemies of the workers. Therefore
they deal with you as they please. They do not shrink from
beating and ill-freating you. And all this merely because you
are poor. The children of the rich receive every consideration
from them. :

School and church belong to the rich. The anti-working-
clasg teachers and clergy have no real desire to educate you.
They would rather make you stupid. You are to believe in God
and in the right of the rich to their property! They hope thus to
alienate you from the working class to which you belong. They
want iou to forget that you are workers’ children! They want
fo make you into docile and obedient servants of the rich. In
case of need, you are even to be ready to fight against your own
parents and brothers!

You have no means of defence or protection! There is no
source from which you can expect help. It is only the workers
themselves to whom you can look for aid, {o your own parents,
your own brothers and sisters. In the communist children's
groups you learn what the children’ of workers should know.
Many thousands of you have already found your way to these
groups, But the enemies of the workers are already at work to
prevent you from entering them!

Young comrades, girls and boys!

The Third International Children's Week is being
organized fo fight against all this! As during the last two
Children’'s Weeks, your parents and grown-up brothers and
sisters, and all revolutionary workers, will join with you in all
couniries in great demonstrations for your demands. They will
express their fixed determination to fight earnestly in your
behalf.

You 'must’ participate bravely with your fresh young
owers in the fight bem% waged b{ your parents and elder
Erothers and sisters, and by the whole class conscious workinﬁ
class. Not only because it is for your own welfare! The ric
must be made to-see that you are workmen's children, and mean
to remain sol The whole world must be made to see that you
remain true to your own people, who are thrown into prison
when they fight for their liberty. You will demand their release!

It is true that you are still goung and weak, but still you
can do a great deal, especially if you join forces in the com-
nunist children's groups. You have already often proved that
despite your yout gou can accomplish much, when you are
closely united.” The Children’s Weeks already held bore eloquent
testimony to your enerFy, self-sacrifice, and enthusiasm.

Young comrades!

Show that these characteristics are slill yours! Join your
forces to those of your parents and elder brothers; and work
ardently at all preparations for the successful carrying through
of the Third Infernational Children’s Week! Ally yourselves to
the Communist Youth and the Communist working class, and
fight with these for the slogans: )

Down with child labor and child misery! ’

Against the anti-worker - education and mllumcmg of

working class children in school and church!

Down with the corpor;ﬁfanbhmmt in schools!

For the Communist Children’s groups!

For ‘union of forces with vour parents and elder brothers

and sisters!

Moscow, 19th April 1923.
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[ FASCISM "R of o ok ok i1 Por

An Undelivered Speech‘

Comrade Pollitt (England) was to have sEoken,
on behalf of the Committee of Action elected by the
International Conference at Frankfort-on-Maine,
to the Congress of the 2nd and 2% Internationals.
As the Congress did not accede to the sals
of the Committee of Action, we publish the
undelivered speech, as follows:

Dear Comrades,

Before 1 turn {o the present international situation, and
1o the propositions which we have to make to you in consideration
of this situation, I believe that a word of explanation is
necessary as to the reasons for the founding of our International
Committee of Action. '

The occupation of the Ruhr created problems for the
French and German workers, problems which were bound to
speedily affect the working class of the whole world. The
occupation of the Ruhr area signified a new stage in the develop-
ment of French imperialism, and was bound to have effect on
the whole foreign policy of all the great imperialist states, The
Ruhr occupation signifies in particular a further step forward
in the exploitation and impoverishment of the German workers.
It involves the danger of a'new war, and induces at the same
time the growth of Fascism, for it enhances nationalist feeling.

As a result of the pressure of French imperialism, the
Rhenish-Westphalian shop stewards convened an international
labor congress in Frankfort-on-Maine, and this conferred from
March 18. till 21. This conference elected an International
Committee of Action against War Danger and Fascism. At a
session of this Committee of Action, held in Berlin on May 18, it
was resolved to appoint a delegation enirusted with the task of
staling our opinions fo this international congress of socialist
parties, with special reference fo the present acute international
situation. This delegation is commisconed {o make a proposition
1o this congress as to international joint action.

Since the publication of Curzon’s note to Russia, the whole
international situation has become much more serious. The
dangers threatening the working class on every side are so
great, that we deem it necessary to make some practical proposals
1o your congress as to ways and means of meeting the common
danger by international action. It will sarcely be necessary to
draw the attention of the leaders of the various parties
represented at this conference to the seriousness of the situation
brought about by Curzon’s note to Russia. The mote simply
signifies that the reactionary conservative government of Enf-
land hopes to force Russia to make such concessions as would
be synonomous with the surrender of the sovereignty of the
Soviet government.

Eord, Curzon’s foreign policy is leading fo war. This is
the decisive fact which we must keep in mind. The cancelment
of the commerciai agreement is the first step in this direction.
This is the signal for a fresh attack upon Russia; if not from
England direcfly, then from the border states. This will signify
the renewal of the blockade, and of the intervention policy as
pursued in 1919.

We may already observe how closely ltal{l is co-operat-
ing with England. e revelations made by the Manchester
Guardian on the secret telegrams sent by Amadori, the Italian
represeniative in Moscow, to Mussolini, leave no doubts as to
The telegrams
recommend the Fascist government of Italy to break off com-
mercial relations with Russia, to recommend the same course of
action {o all other states, and to commence a renewed blockade
of Russia. During the last few days we have been able to
ascertain the perfect understanding existing between the Fascist
government and tbe “democratic” government of England. The
visit paid b{ the King and Queen of England to Mussolini, Lord
Curzon’s telegram of congratulation to him, the conferring of
the highest of English bourgeois honors upon Mussolini; all
this shows that the two governments are co-operating to one
end—the annihilation of Soviet Rusia. The murder of the Russian
ambassador for Italy, comrade Vorovsky, must not be forgotten,
nor the atmosphere of hostility against Soviet Russia in which
this shameful deed was committed.

Further, Lord Curzon’s nofe to Oermang, was drawn
up with the intention of drawing English and French policies
{ogether again, so that France might take part in an attack on
Soviet Russia. The passivily of the working class and their
organizations, when the Ruhr area was occupied, encouraged
the war-makers to fresh -advenfures. Marshall Foch visited
Poland and inspected the troops there. From there he proceeded
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commander in. chief of "the h a in Polang
negotiating with the Polisk authorities. The English
Times deggna’iu Lord Cavan's journey as a soldier’s visit to
ot:aer d::ldlera. It is perfectly plain that a fresh war jg
intended. :

What is to be done in this. situation? We all ‘know {pe
horror ‘and mrl::gmoi war. The carnage of the last t war
is not yet fo .. There are millions of work: familieg
in which parents, wives, and orphans, are mourning the loss
of their breadwinners. Is this to happen -again? = Our first
instinctive féeling is no! A thousand times no! And yet it wil
happen again, if we do not join hands in common action for
the tion of war, if we confine ourselves to passing pious
reso ul{zons. -

very comrade here t hates war. E congresg,
especially since 1918, has mireded against v;g_ ngether
they were national conferences of the working class, or whether
they were international conferences. It is .only necessary (o
remember the Hague conierence, or the Rome conference held
by the Amsterdam {rade union infernational last year.

When 1 speak of my own country, I speak as a working
man who knows the British movenﬂx! in every part of the
country, and am able to say that the organized .workers of
Britain are deternfiriedly Agreed a%ainat a war with Russia;
they would follow any slogan issued by their respomsible leaders,
The workers and eniployees of the London docks'bave already
undertaken to handle no war material. At the conference held by
the English Labor Party in Edinburgh in July 1922,°a decisive
resolution was passed, and comrade Wallhead, here ent as
representative of the English Independent Labor Party, will
doubtless remember the very decisive speech against A new war
which he made on that occasion. At the trade union congress
held at Southport in September 1922 a resolution was again
unanimously passed against war. I mentfion these things because
they show that the British workers are feady fo take definite
action as soon as this appears necessary. Lord Curzon is aware
of this, and therefore he corftinues to deny that he has any
intention of war with Russia. England's Eolicy will be that of an
unofficial war, that is, she will do her utmost to provide
ther countries, and the Russian White Guards, with ammuni
ion, arms, money, and ships.

War is a frightful ocurrence at any time. But a war
against the firs! workers’ and nis’ republic in the world
is a challenge o the whole working class of all countries. The
Russian revolution has filled the workers of all counfries with
emulation and hope The victories and stru the sacrifices
and sufferings of {lie Russian proletariat have the revo-
lution nearer {o the hearts of all workers. Through famine
and blockade, through civil war and foreign interventions, and
in the midst of conilict with the powers of world imperialism,
the Russian Yrolelariat has kept the red flag waving victoriously
over the whole of Russia. The viciory of the Russian proletariat
signifies the first breach in the capitalist siate of society, the
first step towards the emancipation of the working class. How

roud we should be if in this hour of danger,. the workers of
he whole world could practically procfaim “fheir solidarity with
the Russian workers and peasanfs, if we should forin a"umited
front to ward off the cacﬁltalist invaders who are endeavoring
to attack a country which—and this we must never forget—is
the first workers’ and peasants’ republic in the world.

There are many questions in which you and we are of
different opinions. But if there is any ome thing which can
induce the whole labor movement to united action, it is the
struggle against war danger, f It does not suffice fo deliver
fine speeches, to sing hymns In praise of peace. We do not
call upon you to join us in discussing theoretical s, Of
to start a revolution; we only ask that we all join together for
common action against the new dapgers threatening us on all
sides. We therefore propose that you form with us a joint
committee, for the purpose of carrying out the organizaiory
work in connection with this common action, and that we
immediately summon our affiliated parties to arrange mass
demonstrations, . and to carry out a 24 hours general sirike
throughout the world, that the proletariat of the world may be

given the ity of practically showing its abhorrence of
war, and demonstraﬁnﬁ for the international eolidarity of
labor. We are convinced that this underfaking will be successful

-if all sections will loyally carry out their promises.

Let us join o:xr/prees to prevent the new impefialist war
now threalening usl
Your congress will also discuss the quuﬁon of the Ruhr

s is: another case in which joint action is
x w!rrien from fhe

occupation,
necessary; and not only to release the

No.3

frightiul ‘exploitafion under which they are suffering at present.
If we do 'not undertake some such aétion, we' witness the
Oerman workers being dragged ‘down to the level of Hindu
coolies; And this would signify that the present standard of
tiving of all workers would be depressed to the German level.
We can put an end fo the Ruhr occupation by joint actiod. This
action has been Ffomioed to the n workers.

de Fimmen, of the Amsterdam {rade uuion inter-
national, declared fo the hntish trade -union congress that, should
the French army invade the Ruhr area, 20 million workers
would go on sirike to force the withdrawal of the troops. The
congress passed a resolution promising the aid of the British
trade un'ons. And.now the French have been in the Ruhr valley
for 5 monihs. German workers have been shot. O.her workers
fiave been driven from their homes in thousands. The misery
of the workers is frightful everywhere. And still no practical
help has been given, or only in single cases, as for instance the
gift of corn from the Russian trade unions, or the financial aid
.ec:tx_t by o.her l.ruadc urn;(ions. l*iergl is another uplllere for joint
action among workers, regardiess of political views. We
uust all demand, and attempt to bring al:o‘::: the French with-
drawal from the Ruhr.

— The final question of which we have to speak is the growth
of Fascism. Reaction is advancing everywhere, and the blessing
whxchrols;:glmd has called down upon Mussolini will further
the of Fascism all over the world. We have seen the
results of Fascist work in Italy, and oune eloquent witnecs of
this is Serrati’s absence today on account of his imprisonment

by the Italian Fascisti.

- In the Balkan states signs of the rapid growth of Fascism
may be observed everywhere. In Germany this problem assumes
ever imcreasing dimensions. In Spain, Austria, Hungary, and
Poland, the movement is spreading widely, Ils existence is a
constant challenﬁev by the bourgeoisie to the workers. This
movement says: With your legal aclions you may go as far as
a certain liout, but if g:aahould venture to overslep this, or if
you do mot fulfil our nds, we shall suppress you by force.
. The labor organizations must therefore concenirate upon
joint action mgainst growing Fascism, and against the dangers
which it involves for the working class.

I have tried to lay before you, in plain terms, our views
and_proposals, and 1 can only hope that you wiil consider these
in the same spirit as Ramsay Macdonald begged the House of
Commons 1o consider the Brilish note, He said: .

“Both parties should «ase their factics of debate, and
occupy {hemselves like men with the serious consideration of a
praclical solution.”

To conclude, our propositions may le summed up in one
question : :

Will you farm a united front with us, for the purpose of
bmizinﬁ‘ mass action and proclaiming a 24 hours general
sirike, with the object of fights n(f

1. agninst the new war and the intervention against Russia,

2. for the withdrawal of the French troops from the
Ruhr area,

3. against Fascism.

Reply of the Delegation of ihe Inler-
national Committee of Aciion against
War Danger and Fascism io the
Hamburg Amal¢amaiion Congress

The Delegation of the International Committee of Action
against War Da and Fascism, makes the following declara-
tion in reply to the rejection by the Hamburg amalgamation
congress of its pn:'g:sal to form an In‘ernational United Front
of the Working: €lass: ]

The amalntagation congress of the London and Vienna
Internationals has rejected the proposal, made by the Inter-
national Commitfee of Action against War Danger and Fascism,
for joint action against the fhreatening danger of war and
Fascism. The delegation of the Committee of Action has no
other choice therefore than to stafe:

1. Despite all ances of interested governments and
of politicians working’ hand, in glove with them, the

internatjortal ditmaficn is eciremely serious.

The danger of mew wars, and the danger of a eral
attack on Soviet Russia, and on the working classes in all coun-
tries, approaches visibly nearér. The English government de-
clareg that it reservés the right of bmk'pﬁ: relations with
Russia, ‘without the consent of Parliament. secret telegrams

, seat Amadori; the Italian rzlresenlaﬁw in Moscow, disclose
& ‘well' thought .out international conspancze against Soviet
“Russid; The military preparations being made by the torder

fis
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slates; the journeys underiaken by Foch and Cavan fo Polai
Czecho-Slovakia, and London; t{c despatch of  the E:L‘l?sdl;
Mediterranean squadron fo the Dardanelles; the mobilization of
Russian White Guards with the aid of the Entente; the events in
Lausaane and the daily threat of a renewed Greco-Turkish war,
the increased. acoteness of the Ruhr s le; these and a
hundred other signs show it to be an nctmg‘cruninal levity to
conceal the gravity of the danger.
2. In the plenary session held by the congress on May 23,
the reason given for the rejection of our proposal was that the
mﬁ:".' wag already overburdered, and that, in view of the
fundamiental differences existing between the social democrats
and the communists, there was little prospect of an understandin
being reacted. According to the statement made by Friedricﬁ
Adler, these differences consist in the denial by the communists of
_the democratic principle within the proletariat,
and their conception that, not the majority of the proletariat
shall decide, but a minority, a * small clique, which is to exercise
Hictatorship over the proletariat ”.

. To this the delcgation of the International Committee of
Action replies with the ulmost emphasis, though without in the
least denying the existence of far-reaching fundamental differences
between the consistent revolutionar policy pursued by the Com-
mu:ust Parties and the policy of the Social Democratic Parties,

at:

Not only the revolutionary trude unions, affiliated fo the
R.LL.U. and represented in therylntcmuiounl Commitiee of Ac-
tion, not only the shop stewards’ councils organi_ed on the demo-
cratic principle, but also the Communist International itself, has
nothing in common with the ideas ascribed to it by Adler. The
theses and resolutions of all International Congresses, particularly
lhcse: of the 1. Congress, held in 1921, as wel%as the programs of
all Communist Partics, place the winning of the majo ?g of the
working class over 1o their standpoint in the very forefront of
their tasks. The whole aclivity of these parties is directed to the
realization of this task. They hold the view that the revolution,
and the dictatorship of the proletariat necessary to carry it
through, presuppose the winninF over of the majority of the
workg class for these tasks. So long as the majority of {he prole-
tariat has not made up its mind to seize power,
partial struggles for the most pressing eccnomic and political

necds of the working class

are necessary. The communists, consciously supported by great
masses of non-communist workers, are s riving for the creation
of a united front of all workers, irrespective ot organizatioh, for
these struggles. s

3. refusal to participate in joinf action proves that -
the leaders of the Interna.ional founded at Hamburg are neither
willing nor_able {o begin the struggle against war danger and
Fascism. The majority of the parties represented at Hambur,
are already closely bound up with the bourgeois governments o
their own countries. They are dependent on them, and share the
guilt of their nationalist and.imperialist policies. It ig therefore
grealiy {o their interest to conceal the real dangers, to the
working masses, and to restrain them from any action. t- 7/
ever resolutions the congress may pass on the most impo:;?l.
politicat questi these will be mere words, and will remain
mere words since 1t has rejected common action. It will not call
upon the workers {o undértake amy active struggle, it repudiates
the idea of international mass aclion from the very beginning.
Its resolutions will mean even less than those passed by ihe pa-
cifist congress at the Hague, resolutions never followsed up by
any attempt at action. The Hamburg congress not only opposes
any joint struggle with communist and revelutionary workers,
but any effective international uniom of the social democratic
parties themselves. The pre-requisite as well as the purpose of

fhe resolutions passe this congress is the perfect passivity
of the working class wilﬁ M the crimes being committed
by the bourgeoisie and-ils governments,

4. In Hamburg preparations dre being made for a repeti-
tion of the policy of 1914.

a sham Internaticnal

is being formed, which is internally disintegrated by nationalist
antagonisms. But the situation is not the same as in 1914. The
bloody experiences of the working class during the last decade
have not been in vain. The exislence of the Russian Workers®
and Peasants’ Republic essentially alters the international si-
tuation. In all countries of the world there is a vanguard, which
is determined and ready to fight, prepared {o lead the working
class to battle, and which will be followed by the masses at the
decisive moment. Should it be impossitle simuitaneously and
immediately, to advance the whole proleiarian ﬁﬁhﬁnk front
the course of evenis will render it possible. Our slogan is aﬁ
remains: the united front for the fight. As the l.aders of iit
social democratic parties, the past present, and fuiuré mﬂfﬁﬂ ’




.

Intertiational Press Corresﬁond_ence jor " ; : -~ No, 't

ministers closely bound up with the bourgeoisie and the bour-

geéois governments, are opposing_the formation of a united front-

with all their might, this will’'have {o be achieved against their
will, by the determined will of the working masses.

{S. The delegation of the Committee of Action calls upon
all workers in the social democratic parties of all couniries to
subject the resolutions passed by the Hamburg con%rgsg to a
seéarching examination, in the light of the rejection of joint ac-
tion with the communist and revolutionary workers. ey will
be able to convince themselves that this refusal does not arise
solely from mistrust of the Communiét Parties, but from the social

democratic leaders’ fixed and conscious , trpose of holding back.

the workers from any class action, especially from any- inter-
national action, so that ccoperation with the bourgeoisie of their
countries may be maintained, and every btond of international
solidarity broken. .

Coming events will bear out ‘the truth of tiris completely.

We have attempted to attain the united front by negotiat-
ing with the leaders, despite the prospect of failure. We have
made this aitempt with the greatest patience and tenacity, and
have kept our antagonism to these leaders in the background.
The new International has revealed its character at the moment
of its birth. In spite of and because of this, we appeal to all
proletarians: Up and fight for the united front! }

. The Fascist denger, the war danger, the general offensive
against Soviet Ruseia, and against the entire working class of
every land—all this is drawing nearer day by day:

Long live the united front of the fighting working class!
On with the fight! )

APPEALS

‘ The Amsterdam International Trans-
pori Workers Federation against Im-
perialist War, and for Soviei Russia

Against a new imperialist war! ainst Fascist reaction!
For Soviet Rus‘:gl! S

Russia of today conlinues to evoke hate and abhorrence
throughout the whole conservative and reactionary world; that
is to say among the propertied classes of all countries,

This gigantic land, with its ;mmeasurable natural
Tesources, is still the object of desire of the capitalists, ils
unbridled exploitation their ardently cherished ideal. The hope
and wish of all enemies of the Tigthing proletariat, whether
expressed openly or not, is and remains the destruction of
Russia’s present form of state.

Thus the working class of all countries—regardless of
everything which may separate it from or oppose it to the
Russian proletariat—must continue to hold fast to the words of
ihe manifesto issued by the international Trade Union Federation
in 1921, in which the worker’s were appealed to fo aid the starving
in the Volga district, and which contained the following words:
#The fall of the Soviet government would, valy be the signal
for the decisive battle of counter-revolution”, In the countries of
western Europe even in the countries of the vanquished,—the
countries of revolution, reaction gains ground every day . .
. This reaction, which grows more confident every day
in Germany, especially in Bavaria, and which is subjugating the
workers of Spain, Roumania, Hungary, and Yugoslavia by bFoody
terror, would triumph with the greafest rapidity if the open and
secret enemies of the Russian revolution should succeed in over-
throwing the Russian government, and in setting up in its place
‘& counter-revolutionary government under the protection of
Western European eapital and its allied bourgeois governments.

The trade unions must not tolerate the success of these
machinations.

Comrades!

The working class wants peace: It is the only class which
has everything to lose and nothing to win in a capitalist war.
And surely it cannot desire a war whose aim and consequence
would be to plunge the workers of all countries still deeper into
misery and exploitation, {o fasten the fetters of slavery still
tighter upon their limbs.

rades!

Be on your guard!

Keep up your control over the transport of munitions and
other war material in all countries! Take care that this-control
j{smmade as strict as possiblé, and carried out with the utrhost
“Watchfulness, so that no sing'e transport escapes your knowlédge.
Report everything to your committees, keep them regularly infor-

i
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Be ready, should it be necessary (as in the year 1920, oy
the occasion of the boycott against Hungary and the action for
venting ‘the transport of arms for Poland in the war againg
ussia) to prevent the outbreak of a fresh war by actual deedy
and ‘by every means!
War agajnst war! ¢
) Down with militarism! Down with reaction! Down with
capitalism! .
Long live the Intérnational of Eabor!
The General Council of fhe International Transport Workerg
ederation. 5 v
Robert Williams, Chairman. Edo Fimmen, Secretary,

RELIEF FOR RUSSIA

An important World Conference for
the Reconsiruction of Russia

By Henri Ouﬂbeéux. ‘

~ During the period of the great Russian famine, the Infer.
ndtional Workers’ Relief was called intb being with haldtzuanm.
in Berlin, and this body has done much important work toward

the economic recomstruction of Ru8sia. —The International
Workers’ Relief is built up on a comniunist basis, it works undef
the control of the Communist International, and ifi closesf:
relations with all . communist parties. ' -But  there are otlier
organizations, of a non-political character, which: also devofe
themselves to relief work for Soviet Russia, and to the-furtherancs
of its economic reconstruction, as for instance the Quaker organi!
zation, the Red Cross, and above all the Nansen Comtnittee. The
executive commiltee of the International Wotkers’ Relief has now
resolved to convene a great world conference in the Reichstag it/
Berlin, on Sunday June 17, for the discussion of all question

connected with the economic reconstruction and relief of Russia,
AH trade unions and co-operatives, all labor organizations, and
also non-proletarian committees such as the Nansen, and that
of the Quakers, of the Red Cross, etc, are called upon to
participate in this conference, which- will doubless realize
important results in the interest of the reconstruction of Russid.

THE WHITE TERROR |

The Dato Murder Trial
By A. Nin. .

Of the 21 persons who were arrested as all?ed principals
or accessories in the assassination of Dato, the Spamish prime’
minister, 13 were recently released. Among these s the mothet
of Casanello and faithful friend of Luis Nicolaus, who was
delivered into the hands of the Spanish executioners, with her
husband, by the government of the social democrat Ebert. Al
most all these comrades have been imprisoned for over two years.
Even during this long time the judge of the court of in%iry hag
been unable to frame np any evidence against them. The lon
remand has obviously had the object of giving an appearance o
justification to the continued imprisonment of a number ‘of com
rades whom a regular trial would immediately release, We may
rejoice that justice has been done at last 1o these .comrades,
though too late. But et us not forget those who are stilt awaiting
their trial in prison. These are Comrades Pedro Mateu, Luis
Nicolaus, José Miranda, Veremundo, Luis Diez, Ignacio Dalgado,
Mauro éajatierra, Tomas de la Leare, and Adolfo Diaz. The
.attorney for the crown intends to demand a death sentence for
Mateu and Nicolaus, and various punishments for. the other ac-
cused. * But no proof of their guill exists. It may be that some
of the accused have confessed {o being guilty. But in Spain this
does not signify much, for torture has consistently applied
there, especially during the last three years of violent reaction.

There is only one person responsible for Dato’s death.
This is Ramon Casanello, at present a refugee in Moscow. |ie
openly takes the whole responsibility upon himself. O his owm
initiative, without collaborators, this young workmary from Bar-
celona® revenged the thousands of arrested and deported com-
rades, the hundreds of murdered and martyred, who fell as
victimg under the dictatorship of t{he prime minister Dato, But
Spanish reaction seeks for vengeance at any price. It does not
ask if the guilt of the accused is established. What it wants is
severe and terrifying sentences. The revolutionary Spanish com-
rades now carrying on an energetic campaign in favor of the ac-
cused are endeavoring {o prevent this.. But they will onlg' suc-
ceed .in accomplishing. their object if they are supported by the
“golidarify of the whole internafional profetariat. ol

‘med. Be prepared for every emergency.. =~

A - i/
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