&

. -the ‘New Economic Polic
*significance in Russia,
- mingled much imagination with

““~dreams of. the. oldco-operators,

21 st June 1923

*ORRESPONDENCE

Cc’nflfdl Burean: Berlin SW 48, Friedrichstrasse 223, 111, — Postal address Pranz Dahlem, Berlin SW 48, Friedrichstrasse 225,111
A . for Inprekorr. — Telegraphic address: Inprekorr.

o
b

‘ N. Lenin: On Co-operation

[ Politics 40y .

| E.A. Buck: The Events in Bul‘gnria v

[} Karl Radek: “Travkin” and kin” in the Ruhr Area
.\ W. Zink: Poincar®s Hand in Bavaria )

4 ‘Albert Treint: Bourgeois Antagonisms in France

* e Ccmmunist Party of France to the French Scldiers in the

;_:'nhr

"

o k. Amter: Pan-Americanism—Two Corferences
| Fascism, o
| The Struggle against Fascism and New Experiences of the
. United gromgm Gen-nmae ‘
[\ Edmundo-Peliso:- An Insid
The Labor Movement

L. Novak: The Sixth Trade Union Congress

View of Italian Fascism

‘ in Finland

B CONTENTS.

Economics

H. P. Rathbone: The British lron‘ and Steel Industry and
Franco-American Competition

In Soviet Russia

Letter from Soviet Russia _

™ M. Dobramitsky: The Archives of the October Revolution hy
Moscow

RJ.LU. An Example of Workers’ Solidarity in Russia
I the Colonies

P. Bergsama: A Great Political strike in Java
United Front.

The Russian Trade Unions to the Amsterdam Trade Union
Federation :

On Co,-operation

By N. Lenin.

“~ 'The following article on Cao?ra tion was written-by

‘- Comrade Lenin on the 4th and 6th January of this year.
Some: days ago the article was published by Comrade
l(rupsh;’a, Eomnde Lenin’s wife, in the Moscow
“Pravda”, “ s Ed.

~ I.
., . It geems tome that we are devoting oo little attention to the
Co-operative Movement. Everyone cannot grasp that now, since
the October revolution, and unprejudiced by the New Economic
Poficy (on_the contrary, in this respect we must say: thanks to
icy) co-opération has attained a unique
founders oi the old co-operatives
their dreams. They have often
.been -ridiculously imaginative people. And why have their
dreams been mere imaginings? Because these peo le have never
‘grasped the fundamental significance of the political struﬁgle
of the working class for the overthrow of the exploiting class.
"Here in Russia this overthrow hag been accomptished, and much
‘that’ appeared fantastic, or even extravagantly romantic, in the
has become a complete reality.
" Here in Russia, where state power is inthe hands of the

. working class, where'all- means of production are the property

~ operative alliance ‘of . the tn
- socialism which hitherto, andrightly ,
. emile from those who were convinced of the neécessity of class
struggle -of the stru gle for political power, etc.
" “acoount of the fact that

" coricessions to. the peasant, to. the merchant,

o ‘that. we P
. ofia sufficently by:_'oad co-operative basis during

of the state; the sole tadk remaining to us has been the real co-
population, Omce given the pre-
jon of the population, that

maximat
evoked at most an indulgent

réquisite-of a

Tas” obviously
comrades are taking. sufficent
co-operation has acquired enormous

the New -Economic Policy we made
private trade; contrary to what is ‘gen

altained its end.  But none of our

eignificance in Russia. With
to- the principle of

erally supposed 'selr

this” gives rise to the immense importance of co-operation, All
“that we' i need is the union of the Russian population
‘the rule of the

building up a socialist structures
it comres to practically buikiing?up t

New Economic Policy; for we have now attained such a degree
of unification of lprnmte commercial interests, of their super-
vision and control by the state, and of their subordination to
the interests of the general public, that we may claim to have
realized what was formerly a stumbling block to very many,
socialists. For is not the actual power of the state over all the
most important means. of production, this state power in the
hands of the proletariat, the ailiance of this proletariat with many
millions of peasants and small holders, the secure and leading
role of the proletariat in relation to this ﬁawntry, etc.—ig
this not all that is required to enable us o build up, with the
aid of co-operation, solely with the aid of that co-operation which
we formerly treated as petty shopkeeping, and which we may
still so {reat, from one point of view, under the New Economic
Policy, the complete structure of socialist society? This co-
operation is not in itself the structure of socialist society, but it
is everything that is required for this structure. .

It is precisely this circumstance which is under-estimated
by many of our practical functionaries. Co-operation receives
100 little attention from us; its extraordinary importance is not
realized, first and foremost, in relation to the means of production
as state pr y, and secondly, with regard to the transition
to a new .o on the simplest, easiest, and (for the peasaniry)
best attainable lines.

And’ just this is the main point. It is one thing to
indulge in all sorts of imaginings about labor associations for
it is another matter when

gocialism so that every
small holder may have his share in it. | We have aiready reached
this stage. There is no doubt whatever but that we, having
reached this stage, are mot making full use of it

We were too: hasty at the time of our tramsition 10 the
New Economic quic{, not in the sense that we grarted too

reat concessiond fo the principles of private industry and frée
rade, but in the sense that we forgot to think of co-operation,
which vy ofill under-estimate, and whose tremendous significance,




,.we sghall accord to co-o
“adequately aids co-operation, the form of bonus by the help of
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in relation to the two sides of this question mentioned above, we
are already beginning to forget.

1 want next to discuss with my readers what can and must
be done now, practically, starting from this ‘‘co-operative”

rinciple. Along what lines can and must we now set to work,
in order to so develop this co-operative principle that ifs
socialist significance becomes clear to everyone?

Politically, the co-operative question should be so treated
that co-operation is not only granted, always and evérywhere,
certain facilities, but these facilities must be purely financial.
(Amount of bank rate, etc.) Co-operatives mus( be supported
by state credits exceeding—if not greatly, at least somewhat—those
granted to private underiakings or even {he heavy industry.

Every social order owes ifs existence solely to the financial
support of a certain class. It is not necessary to mention those
hundreds and hundreds of millions of roubles which the birth
of ‘“iree’ capitalism cost. But we must not forget it, and in
actual practice we must realize that at the present {ime {he/
social order to which we are o lend more than the average meed
of support must be a co-operative order. And we mmst support
it in the true sense of the word, that is, it is not sufficient if
we undersiand by such support the support of any co-operative
enterprise; by this support we must understand the support of a
co-operative enterprise in which real masses of the population

rticipate. 1 is no doubt a correct formula to give a bonus fo the
armer who takes part in co-operative enterprise. But his parti-
cipation must be examined with respect to its consciousness and
quality .hat is the main point in question. When the co-
operafive member comes {o a village, and opens a co-operafive
store there, the population has no share in this, strictly speaking.
But for the sake of ifs own advantage it will speedily endeavour
to have one.

THere is therefore another side to the question. From the
viewpoint of the ‘‘civilized” European (above all from that of
everybody who can read and write) we have not far to go
before every single individual can be induced to participate in
co-operalive operations, not merely passively, but actively.
Actually there s ‘“‘only” one further step necessary: to render
our population so “civilized” that it will realize all the advantages
of personal rticiPalion in the co-operative, and proceed to
participate. “Only” this one step. But to realize this “only”,
mmplies a great stride forward, the covering of a wide stretch
along the road of the cultural development of the whole mass of
the people. Therefore we must make it our rule: as little
philosophizing as possible, as litile tomfoolery as possible. In
this respect the New Economic Policy is a sign of progress in
so far as it accomodates itself to the level of the lowest sant,
and demands nothing higher from him. But to utilize the New
Economic Policy for the purpose of inducing the whole popula-
tion, every rate individual, to take part in co-operation—this
réquires a whole historical epoch. We ma[v pass through this

epoch in one or two decades. But it will still be a distinct
historical epoch, and without this historical h, without
everyone's being able to read and write, without adequate insight,

without having educated the population 1o the extent that all
can make some use of books, and without having created the
material basis for fthis, without a certain security, let us say,
against bad crops and famine—without all this we cannot attain
our end. Everything now depends on whether we can supplement
that revolutionary elan, that revolutionary enthusiasm which we
have so often successfufly proved, by a capacity—1 might almost
say of acting like a sensible and experienced shopkeeper, which
is all that is required from a good co-operator. commercial
capacity 1 understand the capacity to be a civilized business man.
This distinction must be learnt by those Russian e who think:
if one trades, that means that one possesses the qualities of a
trader This is entirely wrong. One must know how to trade in
the European manner. .

I conclude: A number of economic, financial and banking
privileges for co-operation: this is the form to be taken by the
support of the New Organization Principle by our socialist state.
But this only draws the broad outlines of our task, for the whole
actual contents of this task have not here been practically
detailed; that is, we must understand how to find that form of
“bonus” (and the conditions under which it is granted? which

ation, the form of “bonus” which

which we can_educate civilized members of co-operatives. And
the organization of civilized members of co-operatives, given
common ownership of the means of production on the basis of
the class victory of the proletariat over the bourgeoisie—this. is

8ocialisntir . ‘
(To be: concluded.)
¥, ,

tion by totally inexperienced empioyees
“recommend
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The Evenis in Bulgaria
: By E. A. Buck. - -~

News arrived recently,— that the government had beey
gverthrown in Bulgaria. In orderfo gain a better idea of 1o
causes of this overtlirow, a retrospect of Bulgarian conditions i
necessary. The fallen ﬁhmbolisky government was- formed of
members of the agrarian party (Peasan{s’ League). The majoriy
of the members of this gﬂy are small farmers. It was as a
party of small farmers that it took over power, with'a program
promising the peasants reduction of faxes, distribution of land o
small holders and Jandless peasants, limitation of oitation
bf comercial capital, extension of the rights of the le and
of self-administration m the municipalifies and rura?eo stricts,
securing of peace, etc. '

. The sagrarian .federation government began its rule wih
the ideology and policy of a petty bourgeois party, that is, wih'
half measures. Many ‘of the social laws and reforms go-but half
‘?’a{? they have disappointed the small farmers, and given them
little or nothing.

_ Despite all his strative hostilily towards: the bour-
Feoxs patties of the country, Stambolisky’s siruggle against the
hourgeoisie “was hali-hearted. He persuaded himself ‘that with
his big farmers’ panl{ he couidefagh 'aﬁi“nst both t and leit
at the same time. ‘He persecut rgeois politicians and
the communists with the same bloody terror. By his suffrage
laws arfd police measures he prevenfed the bourgeoisie coming
into possession. of power. again, but at the same time he
frustrated all attempts made by the workers and  ‘poorer
L)«:cxsanlry to improve their position. This intermediary. position

ame untenable in the course of-time; either the government
was in favor of the poor peasantry and:  workers, 'and thus
prepared for a complete revolution, or it -was, against them, and
thus served reaction, despite the comedy of he {rial of the war
crinrinais, ! gy y

The first grezt action undertaken by the agrarian govern-
ment was the bloody suppression “of tlie transport workers'
strike. During this strike, the Communist Parfy was outlawed.
Thousands of communists and strikers’ were sentenced undcr
martial law and brutally. ill-treated. Many were shot. The
labor press was suppressed. - '

The taxation policy tE::rsued by this government was as
bad, or even worse, than -that of its predecessor, . The indirect
taxes were raised twentg“f‘old. On the other hand direct taxation
as well as faxes on Iand, were raised but very little. In its
agrarian policy, Stambolisky’s ¥o\remment_accomplished nothing.
It confiscated land belonging fo a few large landowners—su -
porters of antagonistic big bourgeois parties—buf not for the
purpose of distributing it among landless. peasants, but for
subsequent allotment {o leading. members of the federation. In
its social policy it accompli éven lesa. It introduced a-legal
obligation to work for the state, but the rich .could purchase
exemption from this obligation. It was only the petty bourgeoisic
and the workinE masses who suffered under this obligafion (o
work, The eight hour day has been done away with. Strikes
have been suppressed by the government by ‘every available
means.

The medium and big farmers belonging to the agrarian
federation have been enabled to enrich themselves utitizing
their power in their own Iavor;::zrform the new village bour-
%:mie and are the rulers and 8 of the policy pursued by
the agrarian government. Thus the agrarian federation
represented the interests and the g:licy the village bour-
geoisie. This was the beginning of the process of disintegration
within this party. The struggle carried on by the bourgeois
g_artia allied in the national bloc often assumed severe fornr.

he agrarian Eove;-nment adopted the tactics of attacking il<
opponents one by one. After it had attempted, in 1920, {o crush
the C.P. with the help and oval of the bourgeeis parties,
it followed this up by dirécting its whole rage .agsinst fhe
parties of the national bloc. - The whole of the bloc leaders were
put into prison, This took place under the pressure of {hé masses.
who demanded that those guilty of the war and of the colapse
of the country should be tried before a people’s {ribunal.

Stambolisky’s government  let -the officials starve, The
whole state appar. was-almost bro¥h1~ to a standstill by the
continued dismissals of expetiénced ‘officials and their. substitu

with: nothiing. further 1o

nd them than their adherence fo the agririan. federatios
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Aew: moniths ago’d mimber of anarchisis were uitch
by the ageis of the govermmesit,  Afier Stambolisky had wtilized
the anaretiists for the defeat of his enemiés, he recognized that

arel Were. darigerous to hinisélf, - Therefore. he had
them brutally slaughtered-at a meeting... More than 30 men were
zilraggg[l‘.t.to a 'bafracks, and ‘shot under martial law during

le Nl o ik & . '
The Macedonidns were also adversaries of. Stambolisky’s
%ovemm t. The first Balkan war wrested Macedonia from the
urks, the" second Balkan war  placed it under Serbign rule.
During the world war, Bulgaria received the Macedonian district
back againi. The peace of Neuilly brought -it’under Serbian
dominion once more. “The national Macedonian movement is
nof ‘agreeable {o” the Serbian. tulers. Serbia. demanded from
Stambolisky * ‘that * he su; this movement, Stdmboliw
followed this hint, had the leaders of the movement arrested,
prohibited 1he{r‘ne}wspu‘Fers, and disarmed (he Macedonian bands
resent in Bulgaria. The leadership of the Macedomian bands
)3 mainly in - the hands of the bourgeois parties of the
national bloc. -

The imernal ‘golicy pursued by the agrarian government
has, been ‘weak and brufal. It has geen b:s%d on arbitraririess
and terror. The self-administration of municipal and rural coun-
cils has been comipletely destroyed. All municipal parliaments
which ‘were in" the hands of the communists were' dissolved,
plmdered and administered- by officials - conmmissioned by the’
government. - The suffrage laws were so altered, that ition
parties found it extremely dificult to obtain access to parliament,
and an absolute majority was secured for the governiment. -
At the last ‘elections, the Communist - Parfy received about
220,000 votes, the bourgeois bloc about 200,000, and ‘the govern-
ment’ parties about 500,000. Despite . this proportion of votes,
the Commminist- Party and the rgeois bloc only received
16. seédts, but the government party 213—and this quite apart
from thie Terrer, which 'will for all time remain a classic examplein .
tlie internal ‘political history of Bulgaria. = Corruption and. usury

. have'beei i full ‘bloom during Stambolisky’s government.

- Fascism, lauded by the national bloc'as a weapon against
the Comsmmuist Party, has been’ whole-heartedly supported by
Stambolisk’s -governnfent, - In- 1921, the Pascisti destroyed the
People’s. House in“Sofia, under the ion .of the police. The

-;’asdsﬁ‘- have beeq chiefly influenced by the bourgeois bloc. This

several decret organizations” of active and reserve
officers,.and provided these liberally with money. Many of the
leaders of  Fascist orgavizations. have been_ in Stambolisky’s
service, ‘and have-utilized 1he influence. lent them by their posi-
tion for the purpose of contriving plofs against him.

. To those :throughly. izant "of the state of affairs in
Bulgaria, the downfall of S lisky’s governitient was no great
surprise, This overthrow: was intended to be brought. about last
yeai' by the bmr'g\eoin‘warﬁes with the aid of the counter-revolu-
tionary forces of'the: rlngef army still in Bulgaria. This plan
wag discovered- in time by the Communist Party, and frustrated
by mags demonstrations.. But this time the conspirators have
acted more astutely and ‘systematically. , ,

The expected conspiracy came; it was the wark of the
Macedonians, of the bourgeoi:éxiiﬁcims of the natiefial associa-
tions, and: of former active officers. The rebels ook Sofia by
a systematically executéd plan,-the soldiers went over to them,
and -the ’elf-de¥enoe organizations of-the agrarian party and the

lice were defeated. ~Stambolisky’s government was replaced
Y,_a coalition government under Zankov. Representitives of
all bourgeois partiées have seats in this goverriment, as also a
social democrat,” who belonﬁs to this company, ' The Bulgarian
social democrats, as is. well known, are a ‘diminutive  group
without influence.. The government rules at least over the capital
city_and over the officia 1elegra.¥h aigléc({. It employs this last
for the distribution’ of uflimited falsehood; thus we. receivé from
Sofia the rt. that the leader of the Bulgarian commiusists has
ised . allegiance fo the néw governiment, This oné’ réport
mag serve’ as a criferion for the credibility of the otheérs. -

- Who"are. the ‘men . at ‘the head of the riew " govérnment?

In the main: they are rg‘gmsentntiva of all the bourgeofs parties

‘united in. {he bourgeois bloc, and of the social patriots. They are

men littte: known'in” political life, meré figire-héads behind which
the Teaders: of the bourgeois parties \coriceal therisalves., The-
new ‘government; in. thé-declaration in which it\introduces itself
to ‘fhe .world; proniises thé restoration’ of - CTacy, of peace

<

and ‘order—anc ";a}wg‘yiq."ig' the imme’ of  democracy.: . The sante,

méans: of violence ‘and  conspiracy,
ith- them, and>fwh ot is 4 record
e
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“journalists ‘saw -

v

&l For-!.‘ebumdmmnj‘ ehension of fhe. frfher events 3t js necessary
1o know the aiti e:whicﬂwiﬁhbe.mw,ﬂzen,ﬁoemofﬂn4

elciation is ot & Reoty crodumid st
on:is not a firmly - disci ~organization, one which
could " tmdertake . definite stéps on . its own imitiative. zould
the new government have been successful in
of the agrarian federation under lock and key, it-will master the
situation with ease. 'The masses of the peasantry who backed
up Stambolisky. are incapable of grasping the initiative for any
serious resistance, The news so far received from Bulgaria
oes fo show that many of the leaders of \the agrarian party,
ave fled, and are already beginning to organize a resistance,
hus civil war.would appéar to be inevi in’ Bulgaria.
The Bulgarian Communist Party can naturally not remain
a mere sﬁcmor of all’ these struggles. In no “case can it
support the new government of the parties of the Right, for
this can only bring with it increased misery, fresh burdens of
taxation, continuation of the Terror, and sup jon of every
revolutionary movement. On the other .hand, the Bulgariai
Communist Party can take no hand in any action likely to restore
Stambolisky’s party to power. The masses of peasants are
turning in dxha{pomlment from Stambolisky’s government, and
are centering their hopes in the Comnmumist Party. They are
Frepamg to-join_forces with the working masses of the towns
or 4 commmon struggle. In this situation the Communist Party,
will place the question of the workers’ and peasants’ govern-
ment in the foreground—of that workers’ and peasants’ govern-

ment which is alone able fo improve the position of the working -

masses in fown and country, and to guard the country against
Fascism and War, . .

.
“Travkin” and “Ryvkin” in the Ruhr
- area — or 1the Pleasaniries of
Curzon’s German Disciples
By Karl Radek. .
g . — | Moscow," June 7. 1923,

Many comrades, having learnt from the fniewspapersthat
I bave been defyin all laws ‘ ph{eim, and have been able to be
sintultaneously. in Berlin. and in the Ruhr area, conducting the
strike, have called me {o account for this remarkable occurrence.
But as this remarkable occuréfice is a state secret, I shall make
no further: mention of it here, but promise to deliver a lecture
on it, either in the Grand Opera House or in the Simin Theaire.
In order fo raiée, the curiosity felt by all comrades for this
Berlin-Ruhr mifacle toa even higher d I may further say
that the London correspondent of the “Vossischen Zeitung” has
been informed by the English Foreign Office that there is not
the slightest d ds to the ogcurrence jiself, the only question is
whether I have been conducting“the 'strike on the orders of the
French or of the Soviet government. I leave it to our comrades
fo rack their brains for,the solution of this problem of revolutio-
nary necromancy, and shall proceed to relate how Lord Curzon’s
agents called info being those adherents- of the Communist
Internatiorral and Soviet Russia, Comrades Travkin, Ryvkin,
Mandélstamm, Tda Rummel, etc., dand how these have had to
depart fot another world after a very brief span of existence.

When Lord Curzon started his campaign against Bolshevist
Russia, his first act was to seek ailies.” It is well known that
the Commander.in Chief of the British arm¥, the Earl of Cavan
made- his appearance in Warsaw, Bul. lords are not sen‘
nowadays to Berlin in order to seduce i, but rather beautiful
girls ‘or spies. Lord Curzon’s spies, who generafly call them-
selves . journalists—Madame Stan Harding, the spy whose
euﬁer.ilhgs in"Soviet prisons are being so ivalrousg advertised
by Lord Curzon, was“also 'a journalist—at first .foun ves
on ‘very. unfavorable soil in Germany. When/ Lord Curzon
dii;patcgedjlﬁa,note fo Soviet Russia, he simulfaneously sent
anothier one to_Germny, and in this note/the noble lord

dech?edl:haf,t ; g. raised by n:’ertb:in ron .nﬁ& itm;-:Mdlu“csl
aniong .the .Germatt bur acy a urgeoisie, that England '
wou!dg ‘help Gértm%y ‘against ‘France, were entirely unfounded; -

':hat on_ the contrary he, Lord Curzon, would permit Poincaré

10 loof Germéany af will, so-long a3 Pro
ﬁlp%lﬁ:,;lﬂa,' st Sw'Ruasja.- But here, Providetice: ste
.~ The great min

ca
‘in. ~strike began in the Ruhr. area.
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led by tie Cominunis Jhteatened to
over {he whole area, "The liberal

roof " {hat; deamderdicy” merely:! sérves A mask for, all-rests

placing the leaders -

ontcaré approved of his .

mifiers Have béen praised as national heroes, but' their wages '
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the haod of Francs i {his sirike, and falked of an alkged workers drove out the pofice a few days later, the féund
agreement between the German commmmnists and Freach im-  of arrested Russiana,e?t.ileriﬂﬂte' C mu&ornﬂ:omm
. de;““;gh”"l*f; which is ‘.":‘b{;, ";‘d *; The whole story was m&n':hmm a5 ¢ un:ii names of the
come to an ench oyL.ll sirike leaders, :
seized u ﬁmmt-rgghrthzuﬂmmumn for.ac- leadership of -the strike. . foi ‘ lq- . Rseiny
cusing the communists of national betrayal. Even that sinister We deal with this legend, eolely because it is & sympiom

gentleman writing for The Times, and hitherto regarded as a
common liar in the eyes of the German press, on account of his
ris on German armaments, was now accorded the honorable
md an informer, and was regarded as a credible witness lz
the German govermment and German public opinion. But th
genfleman made the mistake of attacking France as the promoter
of the Rubr strike; this was not in the least the intention of the
English Foreign Office, for the latter has only been anxious to,
come to an understanding with France at Germany’s expense
and thus has no desire to excite the public opinion of the alarmed
English bourgeoisie against France. Lord Curzon’s organ, the
Daily_Telegraph, controverts the rumours regarding the role
ﬁhzea by the French government in the orgamization of the
uhr Strike. (Daily Telegraph, May 3/.) This newspaper, and
a number of other conservative papers, took care, however to
substitute these contradicted rumours by fresh ones, i. e, that the
leaders of the strike were representatives of Soviet Russia.

The legend as to Soviet Russian leading thé Ruhr sirike
was circulated by an English agency a few days after the Ruhr
events. Through tbe agency of the English spies working in the
German onage organizaiion — our readers may perha
remember {hat we ascerlained there was a conmection between {
agents of the German- and English spy service—these

of certain serious intentions on the part of a section of the
German bourgeoisie. Curzon’s note aroused hopes in this sec.
tion of the German bourgeoisie that it would' receive a réward
from the allies’ for pariicipating in the fight against Sov.c
Russia. This revival of ancient of being abje toselt-them-
selves to the Entente is being utihzed by a nunmtber of political
swindlers, who are working for the German ag serious
‘“imformers” on Russia. Today, we shall owg mention one of
these ink-slinging tribe. There is a certain’ Herr Eckart, who
writes on Russian mafters in serious Oerman economic and
political journals. This tlemen attem to bribe certain
employees of our commercial mission in Berlin. As he applicd
in writing to the commercial delegation, using the notepaper of a
reputable Hamburg economic instituti he was removed from
this institution on the request of Comrade Stomoniakov. The in-
stitution apologised to the commercial delegation through Pro-
fessor Stuhimamm. And this shacl‘y1 Herr Eckart is now providing
serious German mewspapers with rumours on the propagandist
activity of our trading agencies. We however, t the
ication of the documents on this affair will deprive- Herr
kart of all further opportumity of enlightening German public
opinion. But of course the German Eckarts would posses no
Cdiy e {ls:;me if there werel:s_nho German Urquharts who dream
) of a re in a grea i ' ]
Telegraphic Union, and, what is stranger still, Woiff's telegraph  serious portion of g(mt in “Pe&'sml.ns aemh'u;t l&mth“f u;;
office. There reports were concocted in the most absurd manner; experience what it has to expect from the Eniente. And we hopr
it was asserted, for instance, that the commumication service in  that the German governmeni, which has sufficent material a ,I:
the Ruhr arca was carriéd on by Moscow cyclists. Just think, disposal {o enable it to institufe a thorough inquiry mto all these
who could be better qualified for carrying on a communication  rumours, will itself deny them in the press,
service in the Ruhr area than Moscow cyclists. But of course
mere imbecilily was never a reason why reports should not be
circulated by bourgeois u§enciu, especially by Wolf’s agency.
This WolPs agency has always specialized in such intellectual
eHorts. But presently a notice a in one of the stupidest
organs of Fascism, a notice which was a perfect work
of art: the strike leaders in the Ruhr valley are the Russian
communisis: Travkin (who does not know Travkin?!), Mandel-
stamm (as early as 1914, Prince Biilow declared that he would
not permit a delstamm fto interfere in German affairs!),
Timofyeyev (if this is not the same Timofyeyev at present in
prison in Moscow, in any case the name has been well known all
over the world since the frial of the social revolutionaries.),
etc. This report ran through the whole German , and it 18
said that even various mighty persdnages in the m Ministry
of Foreign Affairs turned with alarm. For did this not mean
that Travkin and Ryvkin had come to an understanding with
Poincaré, and were helping him to conquer the Ruhr area, with
a view to the subsequent can t of Berlin? What will become
of Berlin under the dictatorship of Travkin and Ryvkin, and of
what use is the Rapallo agreement if it cannot protect Germany
from the intrusion of such malicious elements? Needless to say,
we did not believe for a moment that anybody in the ministry for
foreign affairs really seriously believed in the reports on the
terrible “ Travkin” and * Ryvkin”. The ministry of foreign
affairs is by no means merely a debating society for reparation
uestions; rumour has it that in addition 1o thig it is an organ
or the government of the German republic, and What is easier
for it than to telegraph instructions that the villains be seized
by the collar and conveyed to Berlin, where it would have been
possible to establish their existence beyond doubt. -

But alas, The case was worse than that of the villain in
Uspenski's well known Russian novel, who had no collar for the
EL"‘“"“ to seize him by, for here the collar by which Curzon’s

rman disciples had seized the unhappy ‘Travkin” and
“Ryvkin” contained neither a Travkin nor a Ryvkin. These
.worthy comrades, who were so eminenily successful in the Ruhr,
have never existed at all, therefore it has been impossible to
arrest them, and however much the enemies of Soviet Russia
may desire it, they never will be arrested; for not only do_they
not exist in the Ruhr area, they do not exist on the planet. When
the German_telegraphic agencies reported the arrest of two
Russian strike leaders in Dortmund, the communists there
enquired at the police station, and ascertained that the men
arrested, if such exist, are innocent people who have nothing to do  and a lieutenant captain for the Bavarian government.
with the strike. In the Ruhr area there live a great many one- These were in a sense sent to recommitre, so that in the event of
time prisoners of war, and, if the worst comes to the worst, a ‘the conspiracy proving likely to be successful, the present Ba-
ole can be counled as a Russian. Many thousands of Poles are  varian government might be informed in good time, and. might
working in the Ruhr area. The Dortmund police replied that -adapt its course to the * given facts”, The Bavarian gove
no Russian had been arrested there. And w

Poincaré’s Hand in Bavaria.
The Munich High Treasoa Triai.
By W. Zink.

_ The trial for high treason of Fuchs and kLis companions
suffices, despite the obvious efforts at concealment made 13 the
;“‘):qple’s court of justice”, to give us a clear picture the

tions between Fremch militarists and Bavarian monarchisis
and Fascisti. It is true that the official Hitler press iates
the accused and destnﬁ:ta them as ¥ mad fantasts”, have
however acted “in their despair at Germany’s shame and
misery ”; but despite this the threads of the conspiracy run from
the French chief spy Richert, commissioned by the French govern-
ment, far into the ranks of the Fascist leaders; the national Ba-
varian monarchists. The ex<crown prince Ru t, as well as
the ‘“ republican” commanders of the national army, were in-
formed of the ted of Richert in: Bavaria and South
Germany, and of the object of the negotintions, But of.course
all concerted action is denied todny.

The proceedings are based on the following fact: A Professor
Fuchs, and a bandmaster Machhaus in Munich—this latter
hanged himself in his cell shortly before the commmencement of
the trial—were bought by the French government for the purpose
of establishing close relations between France and Bavarian
Fascist circles. Fuchs and Machhaus set about this task by
agimin%, aided by their connections with German -mational
arcles, for the idea of creating a Germany “ purified of Bolche.
vism” by means of a movement originating in Bavaria and
aided by France, and by means of creating a reactionary dictator-
ship in South Germany with the object of reestablishing the
monarchy, Atthough Fuchs and chhaus were themselves
chiefly actuated by material interests in the propagation of this
plan, it is characteristic that they found in Bavarian Fascist
circles sufficient followers wiHinq to put aside their hate, so
loudly emphasized, against the ‘ hereditary. enémy”, and to
greet the French militarists as welcome allies for the suppression
of the working class. L s wish, that the German Whitc
Guards be employed by French militarism for throttling the re-
volutionary movernent, wgs to be fulfilled. This was in no way
altered by the alkgeci es%uuuntg_ work done by a Major Mayr

a

verngment
the Dortmund  was kept perfecily informed as to Richerts mission, and With
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regard 1o his -repeated. vigits to Bavaria. The Bavarian, state
organs vacillafed for a-long time before they ventured to lay a
jinger on Richert's accomplices. 1t is a fact that the present
Bavarian. government utilized the negotiations carried on by

‘Richert, the agent-of the French government, as a means for

pressing through certain. polifical demands in lin, and did not
take any Mera w:gamst Fuchs and his companions until Richert
had been allo to escape, after the Cuno cabinet had made
sufficient concessions to Bavarian reaction.

France expressed, through Richert’s negotiations, fhe'

reatest interest n the co-operation of German Fascism. And
ii the relations between French militarists and German nationa-
lists have been somewhat less friendly of late, this is to be
ascribed to the.failure of the Munich plot, and 1o the apparent
breaking off of the relations.

The obviously close relations with Italian Fascism, rela-
fions based not only on essential unity of character, but also
on firm organizatory foundations, again give rise to common
interests between German Fascisti and French militarists, despite
occasional conflicts leading at times to acts of sabotage and even
to death sentences. France is today, supporting the monarchist
movement in Germany, in order to be able to mow down the
CGierman working class with the assistance of Wittelsbacher,
Hitler, and their like. The chief conspirator Fuchs, at a hearing
before the court, declared—and this important utterance has
not been denied by the Parisian press, that the Bavarian military

- gecret associations, the dissolution of which was demanded by

Germany, and by.the Entente headed by France, have been

reserved from dissolution by the connection maintained by
ﬁichert, Richert is not a non-entity. He is Poincaré’s confidential
agent, and was chosen as such as French ambassador in Munich.
At the present time he is playing the role of a so-called coal com-
missioner in the Saar district, but it is an open secret that he
holds all the threads of espionage and underground connections.

The French government has been. unsparing of cash for
the financial side pf the undertaking by means of bribery. It
could be’ proved that Fuchs alone received one hundred
million marks; he himself admitted that at the beginning of the
action, that is;at the time of the occupation of the Maine line by
the White Guards of South Germany, aided by the French troops,
Richert held out prospetts of thousands of dollars. After the
invasion of fhe ‘Ruhr, Richert was especially urgent for the
acceleration of the undertaking. The coup d’état was arranged
down to the last detail (breaking up of the parliament, sup-
pression of the mon-Fascist press, introduction of military law
and “emergency regulations” etc.), and was fixed for February 26
of this year aﬂatest. “Richért was permitted to carry out the last
arrangéments in Bavaria, with the connivance of the Bavarian
government, but then an obstacle arose: a seclion of the Fascisti
took alarm at the last moment as to the probable issue of the
civil war, in view of the_self-defense movement which had grown
up in the meantime among the class-conscious proletariatl The
risk appeared too great. Richert was judiciously allowed to
escape, the petly intriguers were seized upom, and are now
being submitted to a formal trial before the “people’s court of
justice”. It goes without saying that this legal Instrument of

varian Fascism will take fhe greatest care to conceal the
inner significance of these proceedings, so important for the
working class.

The international proletariat has received fresh proof
that German reaction and French militarism, the alleged deadly
enemies, each of which tries io stir up the working class of
its own country against the “national enemy”, are in. reality
fraternizing for the joint suppressiomr of the wor{(mg class. The
details of the Munich trial should be given thé utmost publicity,
should be proclaithed so loudly, that all proletarians will stop
and listen!

——

Bourgeois Antagonisms in France
By ‘Albert Treint (Paris).

— __The French senate, in declaring itself incomEeten_t to pass
jud t in the so-called commiunist conspiracy, has in reality
xa e a political demonsiration against Poincaré’s Ruhr policy.
fter January 11., the whole French bourgeoisie at first supported
the imperialist policy of creating a, Rhenish buffer state under
French domimggn under the pletext of taking a prodictive
ledge; the policy of subordinatiitge German heavy indusiry to
rench for the purpose of a 2oint exploitation. of the Rhenish-
Westphalian px:oY:tnriaf; of utilizing the Ruyr occupation *for
cotinter-revolutionary- aims. - 7 P
* "It should be.clearly recognizad that, in :Rite of all anta-
gonisms between:the various imperialist stales, the occupation of

”'L'l',quusnﬂaMl WMM AP ) P X  ' m

‘liamentary

- \

the Ruhr area by French and Belgian roops is part of a definite
counter-revolationary plan,-to whlgcih al capitalinﬁ:, including' the
German, have accorded a tacit agreement. The essential point is
the suppression, at the point of the bawet, of a working popu-
lation which was the vanguard of the German revolutionary
movement in 1920. The occupation of the Ruhr valley also
renders it possible to regulate exactly the distribution of coal in
Germany. That is, it would be an easy matfer to ruin the
industry of those German states in which the proletariat is
ﬁainmg the upper hand. In accordance with the terms of the

apallo treaty, Soviet Russia had given orders in the Ruhr area
for locomotives, agricultural machines, etc., in the interests of her
agricultural reconstruction. The occupation of the Ruhr valley,
has made it impossible for these orders to be executed, and thus
there is a direct connection with the capitalist offensive preparing

against the Russian revolution. The occupation of the Ruhr basin -

makes it possible to utilize one of the greatest industrial centres
of Europe in a counter-revolutionary war against a German
revolution combining itself with the r&ussian revolution. In the
mteresis of this counter-revolution, the English, Italian, and
American imperialists have more or less supported the policy
of January 11, despite their antagonisms to France.

But the Ruhr crisis is causing a disintegration within
the French capitalist class itself. This disintegration was already
observable when Loucheur was sent {o England. For the secret
of this mission consisted in the fact that Loucheur was the
personat ambassador of the President of the Republic, Millerand,
and was acting generally without the knowledge and agreement
of Poincaré. The occupation of the Ruhr area has brought about
varying conditions m the different French mefal indusirial
districts. Antagonisms have thus naturally arisen. In this con-
nection the breach between Schneider-Creuzot and the Comité
des Forges is exiremely characteristic. The big French capi-
talists, alfected in different ways by the economic set-back conse-
quent on the Ruhr occupation, have split into two camps which
are increasing in their hostility to one another. One of these
parties is that of the extreme capitalists; this garty desires {o
utilize the Ruhr area for the purpose of establishing French
bourgeois rule over the whole of Europe. The other party, on
the other hand, is anxious to come to a rapid undersiandin
with German heavy indusiry, even at the cost of considerable
concessions. Neither of these two parties can take an open
stand against Poincaré's policy of violence, having once openly
agreed to its methods. But aitempts are being made to under-
mine the position of the ministry, the role of protector of *“ demo-
cratic liberty” is accordingly being played, and the accused
communists are being defended in the name of this democratic
liberty. It is for this reason that the bourgeois depuly Taittinger
demanded, in the Chamber, the release of the arrested commmnists;
and for this same reason the semate refused to condemn them.
But the French working class will, just as little as our own party,
be able to believe that this ‘ liberalism” on the part of the
Senate forms any justification for the left bloc. For the palicy
pursued the left bloc is just as anti-labor as that of the
national bloc. The left bloc simply makes use of the v_:orkmﬁ
class in order to ensure the success of certain industrial an
financial comBlnations. ft is only by an independent attitude
of opposition to all bourgeois parties that the working class will
be able fo prevent the subjugation of the proletariat By united
capitalism. The Westphalian workers, in making themselves
rulers of Qelsenkirchen, and in starting a movement in the Ruhr
area for the protection of the vital interests of the .proletanat,
have indicated the right track to the whole international prole-
{ariat. The Communist Party of France is resolved to exert its
utmost endeavors to make it clear to the occupation {roops, that
nothing must igduce them to direct their weapons against their
class comrades, the German workers of Rhemsh-Wgstphaha.

The workers of Paris, in demonstrating in thousands
before the Luxembourg palace, have shown that they are well
able to differentiate between independent class action and ﬁ;ar.

scene-shifting. In the heart of Paris they have
loudly proclaimed their determination to fight shoulder to shoulder
with the Qerman workers, against the international gamblers
in war and peace. e

The Communisi Pariy of France to
the French Soldiers in the Ruhr.

After news had been received of the shameful begging
letter sent by Lutterbeck to the French generals, soliciting their
cooperation in a bloody suppression of the striking Ruhr workers
the Central Committee of the Commuygt Party 'of France issu
an a 1 10 the soldiers in the Ruhr. From this ‘we make the
following exiracts:

~

\

\
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“ Comrades! Soldiers! Remember that a worker must
never turn his wea -against’ other workers, not even if he
has been forced into a military umiform for the time being.
Proletarians of France, you who have elected Marly today for
the 38th time, see fo it that his noble example 1s followed.

Marty refused to fire on the Russian workers in their
revolution. Proclaim loudly and delerminedly that no worker
whatever should take up an affitude of hostility to the German
workers who are striking in the Ruhr. Eniighten your class
comrades everywhere. Show thcm that the cause of the German
workers is our cause as well, and the cause of the international
proletariat! )

Organize agitation against the employment of French
baycnets in the Ruhr strike. The Communist Party, with the
support of all proletarian organizations who are desirous of
combining their efforts with ours, will speedily organize a united
and systematic Propaganda against a repetition of the bloody
events in Fssen”

Paun-Americanism ~- Two Conferences
By 1. Amter,

While Furope has been busy ‘settling” the Ruhr trouble
and has been occupied with conferences trying to settle the
Near East question, the United States has been getling into
close relations with Ceniral and South America.

This rapprochement to the countries to the South began
during the War Up to the War, America had taken very little
trouble to obtain a feothold in South America, trade being chiefly
in the hands of Great Britain and Germany, America comin
in a slow third. During the War, when Europe was cut off,
South and Ceniral America were obliged fo buy from and seil
1o the United Slates. Thus the trade figures with South America
were as follows:

Imports from 1914 1920 1921
South America $222,677,075 $869,944,300 § 485,225,000
Exports to
South America  § 124,539,909  § 490,898,074 S 523,450,600

In other words, imports from South America increased
fourtold from 1914 to lm?t:hen diminished about 45 % in 1921.
In 1922, there was a slump in both imporis and exporis, which
amounted to $ 288,247,069 and § 190,827,828 respectively. Europe
had rewrned to the South American market: South American
merchants declared that they received better-and quicker service
from Great Britain and Germany.

The danger of losing these markets and its influence in
Latin -America, prompted the United States to call these confe-
rences

The Ceniral American Conference was held in Washington,
beginning last December and lasted till 'February. It was atten-
ded by representatives of Guatemala, El Salvador, H_onduru,
Nicaragua and Costa Rica. ‘The population of these five coun-
tries aggregates that of Australia—5500,000. The Conference
was Ieg along its course to the destruction of the freedom of
Central America by the adept hand of Secretary of States Hughes.

The Conference came to weighly decisions: limitation of
armament; against violent alteration of the constitutional orga-
nization of the States; it wili seek constitutional reforms tnat
will make it impossible for a president or vice-president to be
re-elected; it agreed not to enter into secret treaties, It is clear
from the face of it that this Conference sealed the fate of Central
America: Ceniral America has become a colony of American
imperialism

The limitation of armament renders the Stales as a body
toward one another and toward the aggressiveness of the Umtcd
States, absoluteiy helpless. The impossibility of reelecting a
president or vice-president renders them a prey {o the machna-
tions of American imperialism

The denial of the right to make secret treaties ends the
poss:bility of European capital securing an economic foothold
secretly in Central America—or, in other words, it establishes
the supremacy of the United States.

This conference was preliminary to the Pam-American
Conference that concluded on May 17. at Santiago de Chile.
It was necessary to range the who(e of Ceniral America on the
side of the United States, so that the Ceniral American * chil-
dren” might play the game of their United States guardian.

The Pan-Americarf® Conference was a complete failure.
The attitude of the United States was such, that the Latin-
American countries were distrutful foom the beginning and for

N

the best of reasons. South America has seen American impe.
rialism making the greatest efiorts 10 strangle' Mexico, hatchmg
revolt after revolt, sending troops into the coumiry without even
consulting the goverriement. She has seen conspifators fitted out
in the United Staies, murder and arson rated in Mexico at
the instance of American capitalisis. She has scen Cenira)
America gobbled up; hence she feels in no: wise safe from ihe
encroachments of the United States.

. America, ‘however, is' obliged fo find markets for her
tremendous production. ' European markets’ will be closed {-
an indefinite period. = American capital has billions to invest,
Hence, Wall Street prepared well in advance of the Conference.
Since 1921, it has loaned § 300,000,000 to South American Siaic.,
receiving as security, liens on the custom receipts. In addition,
American corporations have obiained mineral and oil concessions.
Up to 1914, there were no American banks in South Americs
During the war, this was changed. Wall Street has invade.
South America and has become a keen competitor of Britisi
interests, especially in Brazil. There are branches of American
banks in many small localities of South America.

America’s relations {0 Brazil must be understood in order
properly to judge the Conferéuce and its outcome. American
capital is getting a hold on Brazil. Up to the War, American
capital made litile effort to penetrate that country. ‘Great Britain,
on the ather hand, has been working for fifty years in Brazil
and has claims amounting to £ 14 000. - In {918, the United
;t;tes -&adest_he fti;;st 'lloan to. Sao Paolo, which amounted {0

i ince that time, it has advanced: nearl 000.
Before the War, England: occupied the first l!cesi’h)o’g(::zil'q
import trade being followed rmany and the United States.
{)unn$ "‘g. Wn;, gzt{e h[in}n“ dSMu aiupplied onechalfs of the

mporis. Since she_has nto second pla i
1% % behind Greet Briin. Pro o Piacey boleg

America is fostering trade relations with’ Brazil before all
the other South American States. She.has secured from the
Brazilian Government a ferential tariff, which places her at
a decided advantage over European competitors. In addition,
America had a large pavilion at the Centenary Exhibition held in
Rio de Janeiro last Year. England: spent fittle Riouey in con-
nection with the Exhibtion, a fact that was unfavorably commented
m- - ! ) TP

In Argentna. on the other hand, England tas the r
hand, and is not Hkely to be ousted. % 8‘“1 o

The Pan-American Conference was attended by delegates
from nineteen couniries. Canada was not represenfed, since she
in not a sovereign State. Mexico was fot there, since only those
States which are recognized by flie United’ States were invited
to the Conference. Peru and Bolivia, being at odds with Argen-
tina, did not send representatives, The absence of delevates irom
three Latin-American countries created a bad impression. -

There was a host of minor questions, purposely introduced
the United States government. In fact it was quite noticeable
that the United Stales laid more stress upon mercantile matters
than on questions of political significance. Howeyer, there were
two very, unﬁ:)ttqnt items on the agenda: the limitation of arma-
menty and the consideration. of the Monrce: Doctrive = ©
Brazil intimated in advance of the Conference, that she
would refuse to reduce her navy in view of the “long coastline
that she must protect”. There is a background o this claim. In
recent years, the American government has sent military missions
to several of the South American counities to reorganize their
armies and navies. Qermany organized the Brazilian army,
Enﬁhnd the navy. The United' States has mana to replace
both of them at these strategic points. As a matier of course,
American imperialism desires as little armament in South Ame-
rica as possible. Still the fact must not be forgotfen that the
United States spends more than four limes as much for destruc-
tive purposes—$ 813,547,031 —as the whole of Saquih and Central
America fogether.

Armaments were limited at the Washington- Conference.
The United States needs a good agent in South America—one
that might be well armed and whose ‘agsistance in imperialistic
gdeentu.rle might be counted on. That agent in South America
18 Drazil.

At the ,Conference, Brdzil persisted in her refusal to
consider a reduction in armaments. She was willing to allow
Argentina to proceed with her program, but folerated no inter-
ference with her own. ‘ ‘

The second point—the “ consideration ~of the‘ questions

arising out of an encroachment by a non-American ‘power on
the rights of an American nation-*=was iniénded ‘as an opening
of*a discussion of the Monrce Docirine. The South American
States readily realize what this Doctrine mieans: it is not intended
to protect South America from attacks by a European power, but
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{o allow the United States {0 interfere in South American affairs.
South Amﬁ‘lu‘ is tired of being under the tutelage of the United
States—a laudable feeling; but futile in view of the grip that the
United States has en_the economic and military power in the
wesiern hemisphere. The American delegates and the American
government gave South America to understand, that they would
tolerate. no - inferpretation of the Monrce Doctrine and that {he
deience of it was enti in the hands of the United States
government.  This t to unite the Latin-American States,
so that there was a manifestation rather of Latin-Americanism
than of Pan-Americanism. The American government considers
jtself thefuardiln of the western part of the world, and regards
the Pan-American Union, or * League of American Nations ”,
merely as a barrier to the ambitions of European imperialism.

The Bolivian government had suggested an invitation to
the Lea‘§ue of Nations, but the United States government declared
it would consider such an invitation as an affront.

Thus the Conference came to an end—ending just as the
Furopean Conferences do—in empty air. There was nothing to
negotiate. The U.S. has her plans well laid—she has a capable
representative in South America; she is making steady progress
in trade and the mvesiment of capital. Central America has
operied up. a corridor—Mexico will be the next victim.

French commesit on the Conference is quile interesting—
one rapacious imperialist chiding the other. America is charged
with inspiring mwest of the tr that has arisen in South and
Centrad Amcrica during the last twenty years. French papers
say that: . “in Mexico, Guatemala, Nica , Santo i
Haiti and even ‘in the Republic of Liberia?ﬁ::rimm, in
contradiction of théir famous doctrine, mtervene, mol only &ﬁ-
tically, but by landing forces of occupation, taking held of 1
administrations. and 1mposing governmentis of their choice. In
Argentine, - Chile, Braail, Peru, Bolivia and Co ia, we sce
interference in public and ’Private affairs, with a finger m
governmental. administration.” Em. of which is true—
which :Eﬁiep equally fo French in in Poland, Rumania,
Czecho- ‘ﬁk ngn¥ and Yng‘oalavil, and British infer-
ference in the Near and Far Easf. *“ When rogues fall out etc.”

Tte American peneiration of South America is arousing
Britigh &tmnﬁmm have reached
grou one himdred 'parliamentarians, di
aM&WiMWtoﬁhmdeﬂAm
rica, was. recenfly formed im London. A’ batile 1 may soom
be expected. - But ‘Brifish eémtanglements in’ the kast and the

i ial power of the United States, together with fhe
tremendous ;ad i ign ihat ica.is conducting i

campaign America. js in
South. Afnerica, clearly indicate that South America will succumnb
lo the power of the imperialism of the United Stafea.

PASCISM

The Siruggle againsi Fascism, and
New Experiences of ilie United Front
' in Germany
By Past Boticher.

L
The Methods of Fascism.

o While Fasciam in aly s sow doubliesely got beyoud its
i Py deruts . deving o o i 3o
combafting all the | and pacifist ies withi
bourgeoisie, it aims at a national torship “to free the nation

. from"the foreign yoke” (ihe Treaty of Versailles), while on the

other hand, as thé most aggressive of the capialist offensive,
%hnatgraﬂy directs m'& blowr:‘gtilm fhe working oclass.
€

fight of the Fascisis affects the Conmumists as well as".

the SociakDemocrats.  “Elimsination of the November criminals”

hag ~ ne- the watchword of Hitler, the Fascist chieftain of

R]ava iA. Thé:deadtu ol:qudsn ar:’::li:vwam of the fact t‘int for
the con power they musi n e.a broad socia h‘n
From '!he post-revolutionary struggles ihey haye learnt' the
lesson. that a -handfoll ¢f worn oul officers tiondTisfic

o extend its is.,

M o 'tmhrbourgem e the prolet
Tanks-of 4 isie into oletarian
; 43 fold tactic: prl ‘Terrorizafion of fhe

Is now: ‘pursu a s
Cﬂmmmztf1 mi:i’x SeciakDemocratic orglgmhons (breaking up

of meellngs, raids on’ néwspapers, assassinafion of leaders, and

nal
students may well inti the Bourgeois, bat if canmof
y peity Bour o the
Fasci

provocations); 2.~ Polifical ganda among the waverif
?:g Mwmhods e‘ietherm“‘ olf tg proletariat. Fasdsm m%lenn%
oty ~ or e >
i o] gly in Qordmym, according fo
What German Fascism lacks fo be victorious,
ficiently broad social basis. This it can only attain by extending
its sphere of influence to the prolelariat. This aim it cannot
attain by confining itself {o terrorist methods alome. If is for
this reason that Fascigm, in recent monﬁ: has started a vigorous
agitation among the disappointed, exploited and deceived elements,
This agitation of which the nationalist Labor Party is the
sfandard bearer, is of an_outspoken anti-capitalist and antisemitic
character. The slogan is against usury, profiteering and stock
cxchange" gambling. “To the gallows with the usurers and
the Jews”, is the principal feature of the nationalist propaganda,
which is cleverly playing up to the mood of large circles of the
m The starting point of the Fascist agitation is the
nkruptcy of parfiamentarism and the inability of the coalition
governments to improve the econontic position of the poor and
maintain the independence of the nation. Not content with pro-
!l{ag{m@ at pubtic meetings, the Fascist have taken a further step.
heir immediate object 1s to capture the industries. Supported
the employers, they install students, officers and de-classed
elements n_various positions in the important industries, chiefly
22 splu;s, ¢ ngkku'tor;mezx;", firemen anc: industrial policeA but also
plain workers for the purpose of pr anda. t recent
elections fo the Factory _(P,ounci-ls there T:fe been numerous
occasions when the Fascists put forward their own lists of
candidates. Fascists were elected into Factory Councils in Upper
Silesia and even in Beritn. It canmot be denied that Fascism
has struck root within fhe working class. Fascism is gaining a
place in the workshop.

Fascism is no longer a military, illegal organization of
a small minority of Kaiser officérs and bankrupt infelleciuals.
Owing to the collapse of Germany, the fremendous distress
among 1the masses and the trea role of the social-
democracy and ihe Trade Union leaders, it has managed fo
become a social movement by means of dcmmn;c anti-capitalist
and anti-simetic propaganda. There is no whateveg, that
Fascism will disintegrate through its inherent contradiction.
It camot act as the tool of the capifalist offensive while posing
at the same fime as the benefactor of fhe distressed masses.
However, the e masses of the people are not yet alive fo this
confradicfion in Fasciem. It is the duty of the Communist Party
to arouse this consciousness and to unmask the real pature of
Fascism. This Jeads on fo the question: How should Com-
munism fight against Fascism?

The Fight against Fascism.

The growth of the Fascist movement in Germany compelled
the Oerman Comummist Party to revise ifs aftilude towards
Fascism. As long as Fascism was confined fo militarist forma-
tions and the wse of mililary violence, the detensive struggle
of the working class was concentrated in meeting Fascist violence
with proletarian violence. The formation of a proletarian self-
defence as a mrilitary weapon agamst Fascism was a foremost
plank in the i ganda. Yet.it is quite clear that
this weapon alome will nét suffice to combat Fascism. S:nce
Fascism has in ‘fetiongb la.opo“liiel‘i)‘cal m?lvmmFl Tith a social
message, it mus{ t also i ically. Firs positive

‘aganda, showing the way out oloﬁe nalional Fle and
the economic subjection. Secondly by the exposure of Fascism
as the tool of caprtal. It would be perfectly erroneous to consider
Fascisni as an isolated omenon and to freat it accordingly.
Since Fascism is the advance guard of fhe capitalist offeasive,
it can be overcome only by a counter-offensive of the working
class Jed by the United Front of the proletariat. The working
class must be taught to realize that if a small but brave militarily
organized minority cannot take the fight for political power out
of the hands of the enfire proletariat, no more can such a small
force vanquish the Fascisti. The march of Fascism on the
industries is thé signal for alarm. The counter blaw of the
working class. nfust fiow be casried: info the indusiries with full
vigour..- In {his sfruggle a large majority of the social-democratic
and {he Amsferdam leaders are garﬂnz company with the work-
ing clags and are standing with (he bourgeoisie. Even more thaa
that. For instance in the last fights in the Ruhr distriet they
fought shoilder fo shoulder witll {he Fascisti in the white-
guard self-defence” orgarizations against the red self-defeice of
the working class. The martist Party has managed {o create
organs “of the “United Front among the wide masses in spite
of the opgosifion of fhe Soc¢ial-Democratic 1ea¢ rs.  Arotnid fhe
Factory- Coancils -Movement -ate now grouped, large elentents
of. Social-Demioeratic and non-parly workets.. ‘Tn - thid
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movenent they see.a ﬁ%l‘z’ting weapon against the capitalist
offensive. . The Central Committees, as organs of the Unifed
Front wage the campaign against usury and profiteering. hey
gain the increasing econfidence of house-wives,. pefly bourgeois
clements and of all those who are driven to staryation by the
soaring food prices. In the fight against Fascism the Ger-
man Communist Party has now succeeded in organizing within
the working class the joint proletarian ‘factory hundreds”
(defence corps), as the organs of the United Front.

An Inside View of Italian Fascism
By Edmundo Peluso (Florence).

Symptotns of the disintegration of Fascism first became
apparent in Piedmont. In this district, the leader of the Fascisti
is Vecchi. In his capacily of minister of pensions he had al-
ready aroused the indignation of ex-servicemen by declaring that
wardisabled had no right to a pension. This is the same man
who gave orders for the continnance of the buichery of the
workers in Turin last December, even after instructions to 1lhe
contrary had been received from Rome. Thus a violent conflict
arose within the ranks of the Fascisti. This was soon followed
by an incident in Alexandria, The two heads ‘ot the Fascist
movement there, a cerfain Torre, general commissioner for rail-
ways, and a certain Sala, mayor of the town, entered into a
vio{em quarrel. It came to blows and shooting between their
followers. Mussolini had them both summoned to Rome, and
ordered them to be reconciled with one other. This they promised.
But scarcely were they back home again, when the old quarrel
recommenced. The province of Umbria has also its Fascist
scandal. The “ viceroy” of Umpria at the present time is the
Fascist chieffain Bastiani, a youth of 24 years. He exercises
supreme pewer over the whole district. He combined the agree-
abﬁ: with the useful by persuading a young girl belon_Fing to one
of the richest families in the district fo marry him. The popula-
tion had to give him a motorcar as a wedding present. In this
same Umbria two leading representatives of Fascism had to be
recently expelled from the party, as they had enriched themselves
100 openly :

At first, Mussolini tried to prevent reports of such
scandals from getting into the newspapers. But such a conceal-
ment of facts could not be kept up permanemtly. The quarrels
among the Fascisti themselves led to a flood of insults and
duels. The chief of the Fascist militia, General de Bono, has
theréfore prohibited duelling among the Fascisti.

In order to mainiain peace among the Fascisti, the attempt
is being made {o subject them to military law. There is no end of
brotherly love among the Fascist leaders. As a rule, each leader
has coriirol of some small local paper, and rtilizes his pages for
throwing mud at his competitors, In these newspapers the
Fascist leaders call one another scoundrels, hired ruffians, cafeer
hunters, etc. The so-called ** October Fascisti ” are distinguisned
by special zeal. These: individuals, who did not join the Fascisti
until after Mussolini’s coup d’état, have made it their aim to gain
as large a share of the booty as possible. To Mussolini the over-
weening authority assumed by his onetime comrades in arms, who
have now become viceroys, is highly disagreeable, and he seeks
every opportunity of replacing these old eaders of Fascism by
new ones. This was seen in Rome for instance, where the founder
of Romish Fascism, Calza Bini, was replaced by a petty lawyer,
a certain Vaselli, favored by Mussolini. The followers of the
deposed leader then made an attack on the Rome headquarters of
Fascism, the Magnano palace. This incident led {o- arrests and
to expulsions from the party. Mussolini acted in a gimilar manner
in Naples. Here a certain Padovani, a demagogue of the worst
description, was all-powerful. In a sense he was viceroy of
southern Italy. Mussolini_has now replaced him by an insignifi-
cant politician, a certain Greco.

New scandals occur from day to day. It may be said that
at the present time the Fascist crisis hae become chronic. The
* purifications ” which have been uitdertaken in the Fascist party
do not alter the matter in any way. I.1 order to remove all cor-
rurﬁon, the whole of the party members would have to be ex-
Feled. Mussolini’s tactics have altered copspicucusly of late.
1 seems as if he were seeking a fresh foundation for his dictator-
ship. He has dppointed numerous generals to high administrative
an eJ)olicf: positions. Mussolini's whole political life has con-
sisted in his betraying one party after the other. Has he per-
haps, the intention oF desertin% Fascism, and of 8sétting up a
purely military dictatorship? Should he make this attempt, he

will speedily have to recognize the fact that in Italy, a dictator-.

ship by generals has never lasted long. -

THE LABOR MOVEMENT
The Sixih Trade Union Congress
in Finland A

By L. Novak (Moscow).

Attention has “already been called to the shamteful pro.
vocatory intentions entertained by the Finnish Social Democracy
with regard to the Finnish Trade Union Con s, and it was
undér the stadow of the these provocations that the 6th Con.
gress ook place in the Helsingfors Workers’ Headquarters from
2ist—206th of May last, Although the Finnish comrades wou'd
not allow their sessions to be influenced by these provocations, the
Finnish bourgeoisie was influenced by them, and through i's
police came to the aid of the Social Democrats by arresting and
imprisoning, some weeks before the openinhg of the Congress,
all the old and experienced Trade unionists, %mown for their in-
fluence and revolutionary ideas.

The Social Democrats now thought themselves assured
of an easy victory.~ But in this they were altogether mistaken, as
will be seen from the following report on the Congress:

_ The vileness of the provocations on the one hand, and
the importance of the victory won by us on fhe other hand,
will be the better appreciated if we hear im mind the extra-
ordinary difficult situation of the working class in Finland.
Finland has a Eopulahon‘ of 3,300,000, and is one of the classical
countries of the White Terror, this however,-has only been
rendered possible, by the hangman’s services the Finnish Social
Democracy is affording the country. After the February Revolu-
tion of 1918, more than 90,000 working people were thrown int
dungeons and 15,000 of them were shot' without any judginent
being passed on them or being submitted to an triai‘. gg,'(;:u
workers died of hunger in these dungeons.” Even now 800
of ‘those imprisdned workers are still being kept imprisoned, most
of them condenined to’lifelong capitivity and' penal servitude.
Many of these had otiginally been: sentericed ‘to death, and the
senteiice has been *mitigated” by legal .procedure to prison
for life. “Of course, there are in addition, some hundreds of fresh
prisoners, as the Whil9 Terror-is proceeding . uninterrupledly
with its ghastly work.” You have but to mention the word
“Revolution” in.a magazine or in a meeting, and yow will
straightaway receive at least three years imprisonment in ac.
cordance with the special “Socialist, Paragraph” in the law.

These facts serve to emphasize the vile treachery of the
Social Democrats, who hoped by means 6f their provocations
to become the masters of a situation, to ‘which even the White
Terror was not equal, as has been shown by the last Trade
Union voting. These voies revealed that an enormous majority
of the Trade Union members, two thirds in fact,' proudly pro-
Sai_med their adherence to the Red International of Labar

nions.

The foremost items on the agenda of the Congress were
the following: 1) Relation to political parties. 2) Affiliation
to the Red lInternafional of Labor Unions.

The treatment of these queStions showed, that our Finnish
comrades are clearly aware of the seriousness of the situation
and of the necessi{; of maintaining the united front of the
Trade Unions. The best proof of this has been given by the
unanipously accepted motion concerning the relations to the
political parties. The first item of this resolution is, that the
trade-unionist organizations of Fintand are firmly based n
the principle of the class-struggle, and that therefore they are
fighting side by side with the Eolitical organization of the
workers, that is virtually fighting the class struggle.

The second item secures commion action ‘with this .same
party of class-struggle for any epecial aim in the fight. The
third item ‘asseris their loyally to those workers’ parties that
recognize different principles, leaving to their members to chosr
which of the political parties they wish to join.

When the problem of iomin the Red International «f
Labor Unions was being dealt with, the meeting unanimousiy
resolved not join this International yet,-but to remainoutsidc
for sqqme time, so as to thwart the splitting plans of the Soctal
Demgcerats, who were already preparing the conmstitution of 4
special federations of their own. : o

With regard to the work of organization
gress is to be seen in the fact that the con

important pro

dustrial unions. -

As {o factics,.the Congress pronounced in faver of the
united front of the masses of the workers in any fighting activitic:
and for the solidarity of all workers, ° .

ress -has agreed upon /
{ransforming the existing twenty-one craft umions mio 13 in “y
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Affer.some questions relatii -{0. organizati
{o adminisfation hiad beu,d,ealthgilm m:l'l chosenmCm“d
the

mittee was-Teqi 10 prmne, in_fhe ‘name. o '
a maniieéhm fo. political and Trade Union Inter-

ationals, calling upon them to assist our Finnish comrades i
lt\ht?if fight ‘against the Whife Terror and for the hberabon?!
the political prisoners. i

The newly elected Commiltee of twenty-six consisted of
18 adherents of the Red Infernational of Labor Unions. 2 Social
Democrafs, and 6 Neutral, the Congress itself, tin
48,000 members, had 76 delegates, 65 of whichh sympathized wit
the RIL.U. while 11 were Social Democrats. A fact cha-
racteristic of the workers’ movement in Finland is, that more
than 80%. of ihe delegales were for more than a year in the
prisons_of Finland.

The Amsterdamers were represenied at the Congress by
9 guests. from’ the Swedish Trade Unions and 1 from the
Norwegian, the supporters of Moscow sent the representative of
tte Czecho-Slovakian trade unions.

The Congress was a historical illusiration of the fact, that
the keenest and most unrelemin% White Terror will never, in
spile of long years of activity, be able to suppress the class-
consciouspess of fhe workers, that it will mever succeed in making
them weak and impofert fools of the capitalists; on the contrary,
the experience gained in the struggle against the WhiteTerror have
so well {rained the Finnish Proletariat, as to render it proof against
the most cunnitig provocations of the Social Democrats, and able
{o thwart their evil infenfions though at a heavy price. In spite
of their courageous loyalfy fo the R.L.L.U. they renounced joining
it at once, for the sole purpose of saving the unity of the
Trade:Un'ons and avoiding a split that would be of the most
gerious consequences. It is now the turn of the Social Democrats
to show ‘what they are prepared fo sacrifice in order to secure the
success of the siruggle in which the working olass of Finland

is invelved. ) .
_ECONOMICS

The British Iron and Sicel Indusiry
and Franco-American Compeiition

.. =, ' By H. P. Rathbone.

To understand the present position of-the British Iron
and Steel Industry, and to esfimate its influence on the world
capitalist ,-it ‘is necessary to etmphagize cerfain features
with regard o it. ‘As ome of the basic industries it was, of
course; one of the. first 1o shake off the shackles of the competitive
stape of capitalism. As early as 1860, there were many instances
of a. move fowa jon; between 1870 and 1900 the
whole - industry. had - become  concentrated into-about 10 or 20
main grours; some -aflied to large armament firms such as
Vickers and Armstrong Whitworth, others depeading for their
markets on commercial shipbuilding, such as the Furness Group,
and:_others developing. a_large business of their own, as for
instance; Baldwin’s.and Dorman, Long. But not one of them was

i of the import of iron ore. The chief
sources- of supply. were Spain and Sweden. In the case of the
former, ml of the combines, though compefing in the markets
of the fini had recou to combination for the
pirpose of insuring their supplies of -fhe raw material. But all
the combines had one great advaniage. They were assured of
a cheap and abundant supply of coal at the poris. This factor
has been of the greatest i ce in their development and in
their ability to compete on the foreign markets of the world.
1t has ever been maintained that before the war, British steel
made with Swedish ore could effectively ‘compete on the world
market with Gernian steel, in spite of the fact that German steel
had been made with German ore; and it was further alleged that
this "was dne  preci to the fact that the fuel resources of
Britain' were aphically well situated at the ports.

“ How far fhis confenfion was true—and it may have been
true in cerfain isolated cases—it was also true t German—
cou!'rﬁﬁon was becoming an aliogether too serious matter for
Brifish™ steel capifalism as ‘2 whole, For instance, the relative

-

percentag®é proportions of English and German participation in
the l@tegrenaﬁonll Rail Syndicate ‘were being redu against
Fogland) and inereased in favour of Guvitady. ‘The - Engtish
rercmﬁ * proportion for . instance, was decreased from 65 %
n 1884“?-34- “in 1913. -German itfon. inyaded not only

of British’ capitalism, but even

W;s&d capitalists in consequence,
oI’ concentration in the five. :mt:
iin -ordef’

fh7 | “;e_s
enfered” on u ‘further peri X
years before thie imperialist war:® They combired

»
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to withstand the price cutting of the Qerman and Horeign
capitaligts. They combined %o ™
mhrkm of their competitors. ~ They forimed

endeavour to exténd foreign made manufacfures, tried fo compel
British financial houses only to lertd mme’{ on condition that'the
matetial was purchased in England, but a

not sufficient, The British steel capitalists were in consequence,
one of the chief influences behind the diplomats of Britain in the
manceuvres which led to the imperialist war.

With the imperialist war, just as in every other country “

the demand for munitions meant an enormous deve t in
steel industry. .With this develorment and in: consl:q?u“;ncc ofﬂl?te,
the steel industry embarked on a further period of concentration.
Both by the formation of new associations and by direct amal
gamation, the indusry became controlled by five or ten predomi-
nant combiges. Not only were these combines interested in the
iron and steel industry, but they also branched out into branches
of commercial engineering. Vickers Ltd. and Cammell Laird
& Co. Ltd, for instance, “absorbed and developed important
heavy electrical undertakings capable of entirely supplying and
equipping an electrical railway. Armstrong-Whitworth deve-
lc[)‘ed by means of absorption, a vast hydro-electrical branch
while Baldwin's Ltd, besides immensely adding to their potential
oulput of steet raids, branched out into the mass production of
tinplates.

But to achieve this, immense sums had to be paid. Firms
were absorbed at prices far exceeding. their pre-war value. Plant
was installed at a cost often three or four fimes its 1913 prices
and capifal was obfained fully to cover the value of these in-
flated prices. Finally, existing capital was writien up to the
then prevailing prices and shares were distributed free to the
fortunate shareholders. The result is that now, though the
potenfial output of steel is estimated to be 50% more than pre-
war output, the capital has increased by 100%. The position
which faces British steel capitalists to-day is described with the
utmost candour in an arficle in the Manchester Guardian Com-
mercial for April 26th. 1923, It says:—

) “The steel trade has been developed in excess of any
likely demands for years to come unless the market improves
v:r&rcmndenbly. Some firms have even disposed of plant
ordered and now found to be excessive, without erecting it,
because they could see no return for it. Our total capacity
is. now 12,000,000 fons of steel a year, against 8,000,&;) in
1913 — itself ag'ear of prosperity . ... -What has the in-
crease from eight to twelve millions fons cost in money?
Taking twenty-five of the largest firms as a basis of calcu.
lation, and ingludingerb_onus shares which must rank with
subscribed capital, there is at least twice as much capital in
the indusiry as there was in 1913.”

The article then proceeds to show the effect of this situa- -

tion on prices. Pre-war prices of billets averaged, it says, about
£9 a ton. With the present capitalization, tocFay a dividend ot
1% (which it mainfaing is equivalent to a 5% dividend before the
war) prices oo a | fon basis must be £14 a fon or
£5 above pre-war prices. Yet, as (e writer says, fo sell today
agains{ continental competition prices must not exceed the
0 a ton Tigure. What is the remedy proposed? The wriler
suggests a reduction in capifal. But that is an impossible one for
ome of capitalism's basic indusiries. There has never been a
ent for it and it can safely be said that every other remedy,
furiher attacks on {he workers to another imperialis{ war
&uml_:d attempted before such a form of seli-expropriation will
The old export markets for British steel capitalists are
becominig rapidly less assured. India, through the Tata Irom
and Steel Group, is developing a ﬂoducﬁon of her own which
threatens to absorb a portion of that till now unfailing market
for British rails. South Africa and Anatolia too are rapidly
developing a manufacturing plant of their own. - Canada, owing
fo an icreasing American influence, is practically becoming &
closed market for British iron and steel ... What else
is there except South America, Europe, China and the near East?
In South America, American influence has also obtained a con-
siderable foothold. China too must be shared with America.
There remains then the Near East and Europe. at will be
the position of British steel capitalism if these markets too are
atfacked by the competition of-a Franco-German frust plentifully
~supplied, as it will be, with cheap labour? - )
.- Lord Furness, head of the Furness iron and steel &:m
of..the north. east. coast, clearly defined the position of
iron and steel capitalism as long ago as November last, In
a speech delivered at the meeting of shareholders of the South
mbe o Steel and Iron Co. Ltd,, one of his constituent companies,
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“With regard to a general revival in our trade, I think
the prospects for steel orders are very uncertain for some
time to come because the present productive. capacity of
existing steel works in this country, both actual and -poten-
tial, is far too great for profitable absorption.” )

He then_proceeded t» draw a parallel with the position in
which the American Steel industry found itself in 1900. He
described how, after a disproporfionate increase in productive
capacity and a consequent period of price cutting, 50% of the
important steel firms united and formed the United States Steel
Corporation, and thus ‘““stabilized prices at reasonable figures”.
The situation in England demanded, he said, a similar remedy.
In advocating such an amalgamation he concluded by affirming
that:

“l1 am taking a long view of the situation, because I
fecl that our British unifs are too small and, individually,
may lack the strength to combat with guccess the inter-
national competition of the future, and it i§ imperativo thgt
this country should increase its exports if we wish to regain
our former prominent position among the industrial nations
of the world.”

Such is the feeling of British Steel Groups. They see a
period of international competition ahead. They, therefore,
combine at home in order to {ry to meet it. “Exports”, said one
of them in an interview with The Financier ol lanuary 11th,
1923, “must be increased by a 100% if the present productive
capacity 18 to be fully employed.” But competition, if temporary
international agreements are possible, must be eliminated. It is
significant, for instance, that the Secretary of the National
Federation of lron and Steel Manufacturers, who is now editor of
the Fconcmist, should think it necessary to contribute to the
Nation (9th. June 1923) in which he is now interested, an article
advocating an international Trust of French, German, Belgian,
English and United States steel capitalists. He first scouts the
idea that the English have been endeavouring to prevent the
foundation of a Franco-German trust, though all the world
knows that it was Lloyd George who, at the Versailles Treaty
Conference, insisted on the artificial division of the Ruhr coalfield
from the Lorraine iron-field. He refers to the fact that before
the war, Lorraine iron was combined with German coke but he
docs not say that the imperialist war and the Versailles Treaty
tried to separate them. He says:

“British steel masters during the last two years have
been in toucRl with Continental metallurgists, and the dis-
cussions have made it clear, that both the German and
French industrialists recognize the difficulty for political,
personal and economic reasons, in coming to any agreement
unless the British Steel makers are a party to it. Lorraine
and Westphalia will not exchange coke and ore unless they
are certain of being free from internecine competition in the
sale of their products.”

The true meaning of this rush to negotiate a combine at
home and an international agreement abroad, is seen in the fact
of a 50% increase in the outplit capacity of the British steel
industry, a 100% increase in the capital and the necessity for
a 100% increase in exports to employ the output fully. Capita-
lists do not negotiate unless they want a share of the swag, or,
as that excellent book of quotations the Bible puts it, maké haste
to agree with their enemy while it is not too late, lest a worse
time befall them. But in this case the agreement can only be but
temporary, can only vary according to the strength of the
national units and will break down again when further variation
is impossible without a further war. Meanwhile to obtain a
profit from the present production, the warkers have been re-
duced to starvation level, while the capital and therefore the reai
profits of the undertakings have remained not only intact, but
ever increase their burden on the workers,

1 IN SOVIET RUSSIA

Letter from Soviet Russia.

Where do the children suffer more — in Germany or in
Soviet Russia?

In the Frankfurter Zeitung Mr. Georg Popoff is serving
up to his readers ghastly tales, on the “ Children of the Moscow
streets”. ~All journalistic effects are being employed, and the
blackest hues are laid on, in the style which makes such readin
matter an®agreeable accompaniment to the coffee of the well-
to-do bourgeoisie at the breakfast {able. The tale is unfolded of
how Bolshevism has converted Russia into a children’s graveyard.

It would not be worth.while to make atiy: defaied reply fo fhs
capitalist journalist, were we mot awdre that-there are map

socjal democrats who will ‘eagerly seize on' this trashy' scribble iy |

ordeér to refail it to the working class, and theréby {ry ang
deceive the ignorant. ) .

Mr. Popoif’s effusions are a medley of journalistic. search
for sensationalism, political imbecility, and ' pure invention. [or
instance, Mr. Popoff speaks, of children who work in the service
of the Tscheka. ‘The Tscheka seeks out the most intellipen
street childreén, and instructs them to follow persons who hive
fallen under the suspicion of the Tscheka-and to beg continu.lly
of these in order to gain the opportunity of overhearing their
conversation, or to inform the Tscheka of atry words which they
may accidenfally hear from the lips of  perfectly strange
people”. (1) This report does great credit to the Sherolck Holmeg
mmagination of the writer. But with regard {o the Tscheka, Mr,
Popoff has made an unlucky guess. He relates, for instance, 1hat
the destitute children picke({cﬁf the strects are handed over tn ihe
Tscheka. Has the world “Tscheka ” not led Mr. Popoff into an

«error? ‘“Tscheka”, that is, the initial letters “ Tsch” aud
“Ka” of the words * Tschevischannaya Kommrissa ”, signi‘.es
‘“extraordinary commission ”. The commission for combati:ng
counter-revolution was thus designated. But now there i< 1
‘“Tscheka " or “ extraordinary commission” for combatting ihe
misery among children, and (his humanitarian institution receiseq
all the orphanmed and vagabond children picked up from the
streets .of Moscow. That there are such children is no secrer,
Mr. Popoff speaks of 15,000 orphaned and destitute children n
Moscow. The official figures, unon which we ourselves have
issued a report, state 20,000. Truly an appalling number! The
newspapers of Moscow do not presérve silence on the misery and
wrelchedness of these children. On the contrary, in the Mayday
edition of the Rabotscheya Moskva, the organ of the Moscow
committee of the C.P. of Russia, one read that in the centre of
the city, in a crowded thoroughfare, children were living in a
receptacle for street sweepings, and spent tife nights there until
discovered and taken to-a children’s home by a patrol sent aut
bg' this commission for combatting misety among cﬁ?ldn:n. Whilst
these lines are being published, a mi&hty‘ca ign will be carried
on in Russia in' favor of ‘the children. ‘!l"’;. press cannot do
enough {o expose the destitution of the children. There is not ihe
least doubt that there is much misery: among children in Moscov..
That is perfectly obvious to anyone who spends but half an hour
in the city. But what is the cause of this misery? Only a political
infant or a Lourgeois journalist sees things as Mr. Popoff docs.
A year ago the press was full of the most frighful reports of the
famine on the Volga. Cases of cannibalism.were often reported.
Today, a year later, the famine catastrophe has been overcome.
But not its consequences. And what else is the mrisery of the
children in Moscow but one of the legaciés of the famine caia-
strophe in Russia? Moscow is the central'point to which stream,
the chitdren andJ’oung people, from every part of Russia. Only
4% of these children are natives of Mosocw, the rest come from
the, distant Volga, from the Tartar republic, from the Bachkir
steppes, from the East, the South, from all parts of Russia,

The Soviet government ig exerting every endeavor to
remedy fhis evil as rapidly as possible. Bui Russia is a mighty
couniry, of vast extent. Even the best will and intentions cannnt
change such mass phenomena in a moment. Despite the enormous
material difficulties against which Soviet Russia has to contend
at the present moment, the Soviet government is expending in.-
mense sums for children's homes and children’s institutions. |
have seen dozens of such institutions in Moscow. But nowhere
have I seen such wretched conditions as those described v
Mr. Popoff. Mr. Popoff takes good care not to state the address
of the children’s home in which such frightful conditions prevai
Mr. Popoff speaks of a * troop of dirty and half naked childre:,
rolling about on the “floor, or hiding half frightened in the
corners”. I have seen childrens’s homes which were by no
means perfect, which left much {o be desired in materi:l
respects; but I was invariably surprised to find the children w
these homes looking happy and satisfied, quite content, And this
is easily understood when one sees the love and self- satrifice «f
the stalf and teachers. A sight of the Russian homes and the
Russian children, compels one to make a comparison with those
fn Germany. Whether in the siueets, at meetings, etc., on private
occasions, or in the homes—one thing always strikes the eyc:
the éral run (g Russian children look much stronger and
healthier than the thildren in Germany. Let us cite a few facts

Tuberculosis - and ill-nourishment increase the mortalits
among children-in Germany to a frightful extent, In an appeal
issued in Gotha on October 24., we read the-following statement
by the the privy councilor Professor Dr., Alt: “ The conunittee of
the chamber of physicians of the province of Saxony  considers
it its sacred dutyto make a mest emphatic: appeal. fo atl thosc
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who are competent and willing to take uﬁ immediate batile against
profiteering and forcing up of prices, that the ghastly spectre of
death by starvation may be banished, and the disastrous increase
of tuberculosis prevented”. Mrs. Adele Schreiber declared,
at the children's Relief Congress held at Geneva in 1922, that in
Germany ihere are annually, 2’4 miltion children condemned
to death, and a 6 further millions seriously endangered. This
was asceriained three quarters of a year ago. What will now
be the fate of these 6 millions? The German bourgeoisie, in
whose service Mr. Popoff and his like are working, troubles
itself much less about the fate of these child victims than the
Soviet government cares for the fate of the destitute street
children of Moscow.

The Russian famine catastrophe claimed many victims,
and there have been many children among them. But in Russia,
the children are none the less betier off than in any bourgeois
country. By this we naturally mean the children of the poor,
the children of the workers. In Qermany we are wiinessinF
the tragic drama of a whole generation being ruined by ill-
nourishment and starvation, and growing up siunted and
degenerated. No one §lirs a finger on this account in the bour-
cois camp, In Russia, on the contrary, though we witness
fright’ful imdividual cases, we also witness {he fact that a whole

ple is putiing forth Titanic efforts, is mastering difficulties,
8 pursuing ils own path despite all its enemies, and building
up its own brighter future. The ¢children of Russia will enjoy
the fruits of what their fathers are now sowing. In Qermany,
however, the cemeteries and hospitals will bear witness to the
consequences of the decay of capitalism, of the inhuman greed
for booty among the bourgeoisie. In -Berlin, too, there are
plenty of children hanging about the streets, begging or selling
cigaretles.

Their numbers are perhaps fewer than in Moscow, but the
country Js also much smaller. But in principle there is a
mightf difference: The neglected children in the sireets of the
capitalist countries of Europe are mercilessly condemned {o a
wretthed fate, while in Russia the misery being undergone by
the children is a passing phemomenon, the last echo of a storm
already past. And this misery will be speedily overcome, as
Soviet Russia has overcome all other difficulties.

The Archives
of the October Revoluiion in Moscow
By M, Dobramitsky.

Since the year 1920, there has existed in Moscow an in-
stitution of a unique character and importance: the Archives for
the study of the October Revolution, containing all the valuable
documents of the Russian Revolution, the periodicals etc., (mani-
festoes, pampilcts, placards), illustrated material, such as photos
and posters, as weﬁ as works of art, in short, everything that
may serve the future historian as material for his studies of the
Russian revelution. The idea is that anyone studying the
question of the Russian revolution shall be able to carry through
his work withou: leaving the building of the Archives of the
October-Revolutios..

For the time being, the work principally consists in collec-
ting the historical raw-material, t 8o quickly disappears or is
destroyed. This work has been very successful in many ways,
but there are some spheres, for instance, that of the rapidi
changing every day life of the revolution, of revolutionary art,
etc., where the Archives have attained hardly anything worth
mentioning yet.

Hand in hand with the collection of material there pro-
ceeds the more complicated work of systematically regwten'&g it
in various catalogues. The work is fargely being conducted by
the so-called “‘Istpart”.

In 1918, the principle of consolidated state funds for the archi-
ves was already decreecﬁ and in 1920, the Archives of the October
Revolutiop- were founded as a component part of the Central
Aichives 'of the)R.S.F.S.R. According to this decree, the Archives
of the Ottober ' Revolution constitute the only institution having

the right’to retain fhe materials for the epoch of the revolution,

five years aftet these documents have ceased to be of current
importance. .

To this end Archives of the State Institutions are being
founded, in addition, the archives of the reyblutionary as well as
the - counter-revolutionary governments are being collected and
also those of trade-union and cooperative instituti6ns. Thus
there -are archives of the All-Russian Central Executive Com-

mittee, of the Soviet of the People’s Commissaries, of the Com-
missariats and other central institutions, as well as the archives
of the Provisional Government, the Koltchak Government and
other counter-revolutionaty governments, of the Central Com.
mittee of the C.P.R. and ofyot er parties, besides private archives
of cerfain eminent personalities at the time of the revolution,
The archives of provincial institutions, being of local importance,
are kept in the provincial sections of the Central Archives.

.. The Archives of the October Revolution are particularly
rich in newspapers of the Revolution. In a comparatively short
time a great number of newspapers have been collected, and
though the work of systematizing them was only commenced in
the fall of 1922, cafalogues containing 2,500 numbers have
already been compiled,

Among the number are the metropolitan papers side by
side with those from provincial centers. The While Press of the
different counter-revolutionary movements is completely represen-
ted, especially the papers of the Koltchak period. The emigrant
papers f)ublishcd and being published in almost all quarters ot
the world, are represented in 150 numbers. There are a number
of papers that appeared only for a few days, others actually
uFm the march, in railway trains, and with names and places
of publication that changed daily.

There are papers to be found in the collections, printed on
cigarette paper, others on pgste-board or on the back of paper
used to wrap up candy and cigareites, an illustration of the

reat shortage of paper from which Russia was suffering durinﬁ
e years of the Revolufion, and at the same time of the powerfu
energy with which the Revolution expressed itself in the press.

Among the newspaper catalogues, one of the most inte-
resting is the chronological-geographical catalogue, by the aid
of which one can easily ascertain when and where any parti-
cular paper was published.

The book-department has a ditferent object in view, in the
first place to collect the whole of the books on the history of the
Russian revolution in the widest sense of the word., In addition,
this section seeks to show how the revolution is reflected in
literary form, how the political book supplants the pamphlet, the
propaganda literature of the first years, how mere politics, in
their turn have to yield place to science, agronomy and technical
questions.

The Emigrant-books of the time of the revolution are
likewise being collected, as well as books in all languages,
dealing with the Russian revolution and published in various
couniries. The department of Illustrations of the Archives of the
October Revolution comprises a rich collection of revolutiona
posters, containing about 700 printed posters and 3,500 placards
done by hand. Among these, the most interesting are the
posters that from day to day were being exhibited in the shop-
windows during the years of 1918-1921. The ver4_ best artists
of Russia have been working upon these posters, These posters
deal with manifold subjects: the politics of the Entente as well as
the repairing of agriculiural implements, satirical verses on the

lish gentry etc, etc. It is not only Russian posters that are
g:ing gathered, but commurtistic posters of all countries are being
collected.
~-The Soviet of the Peoples Commissaries has lately
published a decree, asking the Central State Institutions to put a
suitable edifice at the disposal of the Archives of the October
Revolution, and to facilitate the work of collection by allowing
the most favorable conditions possible.

An Example of Workers' Solidarity

fn Russia

(R.LLL.U)) The following report, issued by the Russian
union of theatrical workers, is a characteristic example of how
Russian workers hasten to the ald of their fighting brothers:

The strike in question broke out among the workers belon-

ing to a €ircus, and was proclaimed by the union of a remote

giberian town (Semipalatinsk). - The ‘strike was caused by the

proprietor of the circus, Ferroni-Willy, flatly refusing to ‘enter
ito a collective agreement with the union.

Ferroni-Willy declared to the strike commitiee, that he
would continue fo work with the aid of his own family, consisting
of seven persons; at the same time he began to Ersuadc tl‘lB
less class conscious circus workers to act as scabs. But &}
Willy’s attempts to-break the sirike were in vain, as every prole-
farian orgamization supported the union in every possible way.
Thus the printers’ union called upon its workers to bring out
handbills and suitable appeals, free of charge, in favor of the
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strikers. The union of postal, telegraph, and telephone workers
removed the telephone apparatus from the circus, and delivered
no letters to the circus proprietor. The general meelings held by
the members of the woodworkers’ uaion, of the food suppliers’
union, and of various undertakings, passed resoluiions on mea-
sures for the support of the strikers. The circus was bpyco.t(ed
by the public. The strikers were granied pecuniary aid right
throughout the strike. )

The obstinate employer was thus finally forced to give way.

Proletarians of all countries, learn something from these
workers of far away Semipalatinsk!

THE COLONIES

A Great Political Strike in Java.
By P. Bergsama (Amsterdam).

A great political strike has broken out in the island of
Java, one whose issue will be of great si nificance for the
revo{utionary movement in the East Indies. e bourgeois press
already reports that 8000 railwaymen are on strike, m& of
thege {ming engine-drivers.

This movement did not arise unexpectedly. The confe-
rence of the Railwaymen’s Union, held in February in Semerang,
ehowed that almosi all the delegates were in favor of the strike.

Since then, the government has feared the influence of
the communists more than ever, and accordingly resolved fo
condemn our Comrades Semacen and Darsono to banishment.
Semacen was arrested in order fo prevent' his being able to
prepare a railwaymen’s strike. Thereuron, the railwaymen struck
at once. This strike will disorganize the whole transport service.
Probably the most important factor is the almost complete
stagnation of sugar transpert. As this means that the large
factories cannot continue work, enermous masses of sugar cane
will rot in the fields, involving a loss of millions of. guilders
to the Dutch capitalists.

In Java the trend of feeling is revolutionary, the population
is excited to the highest pitch.

Since 1918, the government has persecuted the revolu-
fionary leaders, nationalists and communists alike, with the
ufmost ferocity. The law has no regard for the so-called rights
of the inhabifants, the right to hold meetings is simply disre-
garded. False reports of meetings were sufficient to cause
speakers to be arrested, and retained for years on remand.

he leaders who appeared to be most dangerous were banished
interned, or deported to Holland. The reactionary policy pursued
by the government led to the formation of a bloc of all the
rties of the left against it; this bloc is known as the ' Radical
oncentration ”. e communists have exercised a powerial
influence, and they succeeded in ipducing all parties bclonging
1o the bloc to adopt the slogan: Separation from Holland!”

’ The social democrats, who are only represenied by some
few intellectuals, are thus placed in a difficult position, for the
Duich Social Democratic Labor Party is knowg to support the
maintenance cf Dutch rule in the East Indies. A manifesto
recently issued by the “ Radica! Concentration” was not signed
by the social democrats.

But the revolutionary parties are winning followers, and
the sympathy fclt for the communisis increases. gThc government
is seeking s:lvation in a well-planned system of espionage against
the communists.

Comrades Dengaii, Gondhmeewono, and Assor, from the
island of Ternate, who have already been imprisoned ‘‘on
remand " for almost a year, have now been sentenced, the two
first named to 2 years, and the last to 18 months imprisonment.
Fifty other comrades have been imprisoned on remand for more
than 6 months because they will not betray other comrades.
During this time, they have been subjected to every kind of
torment and insult. :

The present strike meets with special sympathy among the
state employees, the goverment having deceived these workets by

first promising a rise in wages and then not keeping this promise.

Everything % depends on the role which the great
‘“ Sarekat Islam” play. If the leaders of this people’s
parly side with the strikers, the chances of winning the strike
are great. Unfortunately, these leaders, Tjokroaminoto and
August Salim, are still too much under the influenc® of the
social democrats, so that it is possible that they may betray the
strikers, the more so seeing that the leaders of the communists and
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of the left wing of the Sarekat Islam (the Red Sarekat Islam)
have been arresied. All otr tence of thé goverment leads
us to believe that it will seize the present moment as a suitable
opporfunity for attempting to destroy the railwaymen’s Union,
the most powerful labor organization in the Dutch East Indies,
The railwaynjen of all couniries—especially of Holland—must use
every endeavor to prevent this. ’

THE UNITED FRONT

The Russian Trade Unions io the
Amsterdam Trade Union Federation

The presidium of the All Russian Central Council of the
trade unions has addressed the following communication, signed
by the Chairman M. Tomski, the Secretary Dogadov, and the
members of the Presidency Andreyev, Melnoczansky, Lutovinov,
Artipov, Senyuschhin, Lozovsky, Rudsutbk, Lepse, Sevekimov,
and Kassior, to the “International Trade Union Federation, per
favor of Com. Oudegeest, Amsterdam”:

“The All Russian Central Council of the Trades Unions
after having duly noted the resolutiosis passed the Bureau o
the Amsterdam Internationdl in connection with the creation of a
united front among the Transport Workers, declares that:

The bureau of the Amsterdam International expresses its
perfect readiness to enter into relations with the Russian trade
unions, and even to establish the unification of trade uhions all
over the world. But the All Russian Central Council of Trade
Unions must regrets’to observe that, as soon as the Transport
Workers {hemselves took the first steps in this direction, the
bureau of the Amsterdam International rejected for its .part the
initiative taken by the Transport Workers, and thus followed in
the footsteps of the German Railwaymen’s and Transport Wor-
kers’ Unions, which have undermined the agreement come to at
the cost of so much trouble. The. Russian trade unions have
already furnished ammple of their readiness to co-operate
with the trade unions of different par‘t;' tendencies. They sent
their delegates to the International Peace Conference at the
Hague, and much re%ret that the resolutions moved by them were
not accepted. Had the International Peace Congress passed the -
resolutions proposed the Russian delegates, the French im-
perialists would never have ventured to invade the Ruhr area.

After the occupation of the Rubr valley, the Russian trade
unions repeatedly proposed that joint action be taken against
the danger of war, against Fascist reaction, and against the
capitalist offensive. If the Amsterdam International be honestly
of the opinion that “special and general action for the emancipa-
tion of the working class is both possible and necessary”, then it
appears to us that it should have brought pressure to bear on
those of its organizations which made the attempt to break up
the united front of the Transport Workers, a front which signifies
the first step towards the establishment of unity in the inter-
national trade umion movenient. :

The All Russian Central Council of the Trade Unions once
more calls upon the Amsierdam Infernational o convene a com
ference of the representatives of the trade union centrals affiliated
to it, and of the representatives of the inde ndent trade union
centrals affiliated to the Red International of Labor Unions, for
the purpose of drawinp&:up a program of action for warding off
the danger of war and Fascist reaction. The All Russian Central
Council of the Trade Unions attaches tremendous importance t0
joint action against world reaction, gnd declares in advance its
readiness to participate in such joist action, even should you
suggest that t i

conierence be otherwise constituted. But all the
Russian trade unions — including, of course, the unions of the
railwaymen, water transport workers, and local transport wor
kers, who took part in the transport workers conference in Berlin
— most emphatically protest against any attempt at breaking vp
the agreement come fo by the International Conference ol
Transport Workers; they, would be very pleased if it should prove
possible for like agreemehts to be concluded for the whole inter
national trade union moventent.

The Al Russian Central Council of the Trade Unions
expresses the conviction that the Amsterdam International on ifs
side, will do everything possible to facilitate the understanding 10
be arrived at among the workers of all parties, in the struggle
against world reaction. The All Russian Central - Coudcil con
siders it to be quite possible and desirable o convene a pre
liminary conference in Berlin at the beginming of June.”

rinted by Friedrichstadt-Druckerei G. m.b. H., Berlin SW. 48.
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