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i . Imperialism and Soviel Russia

*, Extract from the speech delivered by comrade Trotzky at the 6th. All Russian Metal Workers Congress on June 6. 1923,

Two questions are at the present ime occupying the fore-
‘ground of international politics: the Ruhr and the English ulti-
Mmatum to Soviet Russia. I shall speak here of the latter point, as
.t fouches us directly,
> What was the reason of the ultimatum, and what explains
=our compliant attitude with respect to this ultimatum?

.It must be plainly and clearly stated: England—-here we are
of course gpeaking of ruling bourgeais England—has simply been
frue to heér old traditional policy in issuing this ultimatum. Her

1 present action against us may, in a certain senge, be regarded as
the co@ﬁuation of her old struggle against Russia. )
-“What are the fundamental lines upon which English
. B?Iitics have always been conducted?
at the English bourgeoisie is more experienced than any other.
“The essence of*English pelitics has invariably consisted in setting
;other countries against one another, of standing aside and letting
JT other R'e/op]e fetch the chestruts out of the fire.
3 e all know the policy which was pursued by the English
~during the intervention and the blockade. Russia’s losses in the
. imperialist war amounted to 3,080,000, whilst England only lost
-455,000, that is, scarcely the sixth -part. In order that Lord
* Curzon might be in-a position to hand us a ten d?iys ultimeztum,
- over 3 million Russian workers arid peasants had to bleed) for
“the honor of English imperialism. Some day we shall présent
.‘this account to the English bourgeoisie. en England in-
- -augurated period of intervention and -blockade. England
|-herself did not go fo war, but she sent expeditionary troops fo
. Archangel and Murmansk. With what object? In order fo
- mobilize Russian workers and peasants for the White Guards,
-and to force.them to fight against the red wotkers and asants.
'Throughout_ thé whole, period of the occupation, England did
, ot lose more than 10 {o 15-men, buf on.the: other land, con-
demried hundreds and thousands {o a wretched Jate. -
n - P4 X .

It must not be forgotten

England demands from us compensation on account of two
English subjects. We are surprised at the modesty of Lord
Curzon's demands; he does not require compensation for the
15 or 30 English who died in northern Russia.

We have not yet forgotten the name of that English officer
who had our 20 comrades murdered in Baku. Some day we
shall also demand from the English bourgeoisie that it pays
pensions to the relatives of these 26 comrades.

Now—after the period of armied invention- -there came a
change, a commercial agreement with us. What was the cause
of this change of front? Lloyd George hoped to reduce the
number of unemployed by these means, and at the same time o
bring Russia under the yoke, if not by force, then at least by
nioney. But we have developed our forces in an entirely different
direction to that desired by the English bourgeoisic. Besides
this, the situation has improved in England since then, and we
never played a very great role in the forein relationg of Cireat
Britain,

Again we are in the midst of a dark period, full of the
dangers of similar complications, or even more serious ones, than
those involved in the Euglish ultimatum. Apart from the im-
provement of the economic situation in England, and to some

"extent in the other countries of Eurore (here I do*not speak of

America, where the pulse of capital is beating mightily), the
essential character of capitalist economics is mainly e?res_sed_ in
the Kitir occupation, which is nothing less than a devastation
and a poeiential war. There is no normal capitalist life in Europe.
Even_such a small incident as the upheaval in Bulgaria shows
that the whox of bourgeois society, at least ¥u “Europe, js still
suffering from imtermitfent fever. " The latest {elograms report
that the Bulgarian revolution has been direcfly supported by

English and Itd%an agents. Today we receive news of an

upheaval in Persia. England, who démanded that we recall our re-
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ative from Persia, has now overthrown the Persian natioual
government, which beyond doubt ‘was supported by fhe overwhel-
ming majority of the popsfiation, and has seplaced it by her own
agents. story af the Rathr is not at an end yet. Fresh canflicts
are arising from it every dtay in the form of shoofings and anrests.
In France the royalists, converting themselves into Fascisti, have
began the attack en state power.

At the same time we may observe very serious symptoms
of » new aneatation in the bourgevisie, especiatly in France, but
alse to a certain extent in England. lir Framce, the delusions
of wictery spread abread by the national bloc are beginning o
disappear, not only among fhe workers, but also among the
peasamts, and the bourgeamie is taking siles with the deft blac
of radicals, mdical socialists, and Men&lcviki. The next elechions,
in abowt 11 or 12 months, wili probably bring victory to fhe left
blac, anfl this will lead te some form of understanding with
Soviel Russia. 1his does not mean that the left has any frfiendly
feelings towards us, bul during its 1ule, the powerlessness of the
boungeesie, dts imputence to Tight aganst Soviel Russia, will
become evifent.

And 1 England, the Conservatves ame met elected for
all mme. The Labar Party, that is, the baghsh Mensheviki .nd
libera s, the independents, all of which taken fogefher may be
des.gnated as the Fnglish Kerenskvdom, will take the place mof
the Concervatives,

In the meanwhile, the conservative wing of the English
beurpeoiste s anxious te ufilize every possibi ior 2 Fawomwt
war against Soviet Russia. What was the task set Lomd Corzon
when he semt ms the witimatum? He heped that we weulfl act
in su-h a manmer that 1t could be wrterpreted 2s am otience agamst
the ove-nment of Cireat Britain, and as a violation ol #he gutblic
opinion of all English Philistines, and pefty bowggeaisie—amengst
I}!em the I‘hiliutiﬁcs and petty bourgeoisic of the Labor Party.

" We had to first make the Philistines realize the actual
question bemg dealt with; and as thexr shubs are matle ®f a
mater.al recuirmg & comsrderatle perofl dor it penetration, fhe
ten days term was inadequate. The task set us was to : ¥ou,
Lord Cimzaon, delend the <duignity of the Lmghsh mafion, we

defend it even more; if vou are magnanimous, we ATe suare
magnan mous shill, more desirous of peace; if you de meft wamt
war, we want it thiee times less' That was fhe mmpodt »f

our rerly.

[he first formal result of our pubcy has been shat, 10 all
appearances, there will e ne ropure of aelatons. Bul we have
ne puarantee for the permanency of the situation fhus created.
1 is not merely a quesfion of a ruptnre of retafrons with Great
Brita'n. Our neighlours are Poland and Roumania, and despite
all Lord Curzon's assuramces as to lis peaceiul micwiians, still
our ‘‘ friends " on our west fromfier have sipnrfied their intention
of giving us military difficulties, and of making use ol the one
or twe years funmg which the mationa! blocs ane likely 1o fe
in power

The caution shown by ns had excellent 7esultn, §t destroyed the
bomrgens ghans for the tine bewg. We have pained a breathing
space preparatery for the mexi acuie peniod. We have by s
means won complete peace, the more o as in Enrepe the am-
certam s'twation comtmues, and the gigantic revelulionary process
stnides durwand in the East. This is the teasem why Emgland
is mendered su mneasy by the resoluien passed at our wﬂmﬁg
Congress ou the natronal quesiion. We vantinue to devclop and
perfect our matienal policy, and are delermived 40 carry &t out in
every tespent and ve all within the Sovaet federatian, mihich
will exercise the wery greatest efiect on the onental pegples.
We ahall canry out thes peboy i particular an fhe sphare of
omr anmy enganization.

The process of emancipatien among the oppressed peoples
is mot being consnmmated so rapidiv as we, comrades, could wish
Therefare we must grert every endeavor to prevemt our army
from bemg weakened during 1he next feverish pervod, bt rather
to ensure its being strengthened. Although, at the present fime,
we are devotmmg our mamn attentron and our best foroes. (0 the
ecenomic reconstitution of fhe country, at the same time, we have
taken the Tirst steps towards teconmstittling our army on the
militia principle. ty eme fitth of our intan devisions will
remain as professional soldiers. The rest will remain in fhe
factories or on fhe and, and will only be cafled up wccasiomally
for @rifl or iraining. The further developmemt o1 our air Tieet
18 mecessary for our army. We chall repy to every how deaht
us, even to every pm-prick, by the extension of our awr fleet.

we were pr with an ultimatum, we equipped an
aerophane squadron and christened it *“Ultimatum”. This squadron
we have .’%“‘m came the upheaval m Bulgania, and we
ghall _cqmmndo air squadron and call it, if comeade Chacherin
permits: Bulgaria”. B we comvert all the attacks of tthe

bourgeoisie into aeroplanes, we shall be able to put an end 1,

Bat i eur werk for fhe dewelopment of the air fleet, and
of our war fedhmics generally, is 40 be madle really possibfle and
fruitiv], 1 @ mecessary abowe all fo dewmelop our :industr)' an
the foundation of our industry ‘the metal industry. We .
lerri-blé short of metal. Instead of relating 10 you Ally'lha.i I have
@n asterpafional pelitics in reply to the question as to Wiy
Lord Curzon sent ms his ultimatum, 1 might i have rephcd
fhat whilst in Aumenica there is abeut 20 pud steel per head
and @ Russia we had about 1 pud 32 lbs per head hefore (e
war, we now have only 14 pounds per inhabitant. 1 think fhu
every worker in owr canutry, above all every metal worker, m-:
ampress these figures on his mind. There s mo better propagamnd..,
me better method of dustruction tham this. We have very futh
nw:tal,f alnd the new atture and new technics are fhe technic
of metal. '

The trade unions have rendered it possible Tor the worl. .«
to expend aimost the same sum as before the war on the r»
production of his vital energy, his nerves, and muscles. But m
our industries we are carrying on extensive economies. Ths
mousl nof comframe.  The most mmportant task now set us, whi
decities our fate for a periofl, 48 the rational andl sdientriy
erganizatron of indusiry he conceniration and proper orga:
ration of production is as difficult a task today as was 1 -
struggle for state pewer in (ctoher.

By means of epormous exertions, we are building up a
new form ef life, step by siep, .an the basis of what we huuve
alreafly won. We mmst be able 1o reply te question gon
cerning the life of the worker, to ewery trifle. The warker will
demand fram us, especially from the trade mmions, fhat we be
capable of mrs'wm'in; all quesfions of vital concern & him. The
farm of dife still existing today is the old, petty-bomrgesis form
The worling dlnes will he need of fevetmg earnest fhongh-
to its dail Tte. And fthe press mmst reflect every trifle of thi«
datly Ire,

THe foundatron of the scientitic organization of méustry o
metal. Our culture 18 a wood cullure. Wood 1s a wonderht
materiial, bt @nfly whem # is an fhe sight place. Tihe furfher we
advance, the more metal we meguire. The comimg epodh is fhe epoch
of iran, of concrete, and of glass. There is toe little iren flowing
w the vems of owr ecemamic ism, anfl fhe oadstandmy
feature of The mpendmyp period our ecenawmic siruggle will
be the hight fer metal More metal dor @nr ecenomics? Amd mow -
metal in the character of fhe peuple! Three cheers fur metal'

l POLITICS

The Slog¢an of the Workers’
and Pesants’ Govermment

By . Varga.

The mew slogan of the Weonkers' and Peasants’ (Goxemmmon:
is the most & 1 resukt ©f the session @i the Emtanged -
cutive of the C.I. The necessity of broadenmg dhe bass of ow
movement follows from the mature of ghe mfermatrenal smuafion
The bourgeoisie thas leammed muoh frem the comtimed existencr
of the Russiam Sowiet Govermment. It will mot nepeat the error
which # made when the Russian Soveet (Gowenmment asose, and
when the Hunganian Sowviet Repubbic came mio beang. it wil!
not be “ tafleen mm"wmmwﬂmmmﬂmw
praletariat's will t0 power and capacity jor paiitical leadership.
as childtish amd wmpossible. We mumst meckom with the act that
fhe bourgemsie will offer fhe meost detommmed and batter nesis
ance to every fresh mtterapt at seizure of power.

The mdustrial and agricuttucal prolotanat elose s, mude
fhese cinoumstamaes, mot powerind t0 defeat the door
geoisie, particularly i view of the fadl that certain sectioms <!
the proletariat ame pressed mto fhe service of the bomrgeoisie b
the social demoorats. The revohrtienary proletamat must $ind
atres m the camp of the nem-proetanans. )

OF fhe vanious mon-praletarian classes Mzutivtar} wall albes,
the most amportant is the working peasawut clags. It s mﬂpmmr
for fhe reason that the working peasamt is mo exploiter. Althengh
the small and middle peasamts poseess , they do moi
employ it as capital, and do mot exploit workers waith it. The

bhasis for the apphcs

means of preduction serve as the mamr
tron of thewr own labor power, mof as 2 means of explorting 1
tabor of ofhers. _
Here we have ai once mdicated o us fhese strata of fhe
:mnﬂ!sqpmtbml we may commt a5 alfies, our albhes cam omy
these wiro are mot expleiters, that is, fhose who do met negnl
atlly employ ethers s woark for them.
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On the other hand, the class is well adapted to
}:’lly,:-:eilisl"t‘-r" x:wxm-‘ “mu'mqhm' k
; iow is practised mot directly, as i

S, by Treeiea Bkimce vt veAeit

o
ey ey Mot
price

agreultuyal products, aod w this way ﬁmlyurlhﬁs

the peasants; moreover, it poclrets, iw tie fomme of loms czpital of a

mbnepely ef the swaws of t awd off usurious commercial

wamsacions, a considerabie pact of mEmine carmed by the wor-

hig peasants. Pm;fm:unﬁgemnrymt&scuﬁmmdby a

;Im emenvy ;. this arammstance affavds a real basis for a dass
Tramee.

) The question now arises: how caw the tactic of -operation
with the worfing e be recomciled witlh the dictotorsiip
of tire profetarizt> We mwst heve jmsist thar the ities of
the peasamts’” mode of production, the fact it peasamts of
necessity live sczttered over wide areas, and thet ey cowsume
2z great part of themr i their own Bomes, invelve a
much losser comuertion of tiks cass with the economic system
as @ whalk, tfaw is the case with tie bourgeoisie or the proletariad.
Their mrode of prodiuction remders (e peasarts incap: of [arge-
scale evgamizriiow suck as 3 necessary to rule a comwtry. ;Es
oxplams the fact that, doring the whofe course of Iistory, the
Fx try fas mever, iw coutry, been the reling cass for
loreg, img the present Instoricz) epucih the peasawiry st be
led eithey by (e Bouwrgevisie or by the profeteriat. Fhe question
for the peasants is: Are they to be Zal, but mot cxploited, By the
workers—ag ir Soviet Russia, or are they to be led and cxploited
oy the capiafists 23 in the capitalist comtries? I we pit the
ouestion thug ciearly to the pezsants, if we z2re capabie of sm\'ng
firewe plenddy the daily conflict of nrterests Betweew wosking
peasants and agrarian capitalists, then there cm be so deubt
¢ it will be possibfe for ns te wiz bromd masses of working

peasants for the struggle against the bourgesisie, aud, after the
victory oser i, for defence of (e dictatorship of the prole-
tarizt.  The of the “Warkers” end Peasants” Govern-

i

ment 7, the practical sgriliczace of witich is 2 * govermment of
rkers and peasawts 7, wwd be a lever for the
s of the Commuurst revefutionary movenmst.

i

Eng¢land and fhe Ruhr

By M. Phkiips Price.

‘mgland— firstly iy‘ lhye
to ignore, of the

by the wictory m the
reund Mr. Baldwin. As regards the
first, Mr. Baldwin fas ovenly admitted that tfe number of reselu-
ticns pmrrm;x to hins froas the local Labox Parties amd Trades
s and ethex Socialist Dranches, te say meothiug

of those of e Commnuaist Party, was so great that e was anable
to deal t therefore e was compelled o kand

¥
]
L
$

them over to Mr. Henderson to answer them. There is no deubt
theat e 1 clagses m England saw that, if the of Lord
Carzon wis ed {0 smcxeed, 2 very dangerous mteymal situa-

necessary, m osder o maiwtain {he pomed ster! Lovd Carzon’s
policy, which represented the views of the A Indian bureau-
sracy and of :

5
;
?
i
%
|

which would abswdan Fuzepe e ad

o the British colamies mn:lvdnn:m The m‘md Mr{
Bafdwin 2 Prime Mimister seems to t that net enly has the
Curzanr cfique witf jts swti-Ru ssinw“vg:sy Been abandened!, But
that aisw the industrial greup in England, whiel is, mat prep
to abandan the confinewtal markets altogether, wilf be
hzve z woice i the poficy of the government.

But what dues this poficy imply> [t implies a mare active
oppesition to the French in tie Ruhr. And the first symptoms of
this was seen u the decision of the Baldwin gnvernment tw raise
the air fleet to 60 squadrons, whereby the Briiish air fleet would
be brought 1o about half the French fleet. That was ta be a be-
Pomag,

But here the British government is faced with an internal
contradiction. ' must either abandon its poficy of ** tranqu.fity
or else face the loss of i3 influence e the continent. And it
i$ wot euly, the tradmg and fimshed imdustry elememts of the
Buitisth bourgeoisie who want te cauntesact the Erench policy in
the Ruhr, but alse some sections of tie brg bauking asistocracy.
The mternationai momey lending interests i Wall Street and the
Sﬂ of Lendon, the Rothschilds, Grenfels, Kleinwerts, Morgans

the baak gromp, of whick Mr. McKenua is the head and
which is shostly to be represented i the Baldwin cabinet by
McKenua himself, as Finance Minister; ail ilicse want te prevent
at all coats the creation of a Stiwes —de Wendel heavy industry
tw the amalgammation of German coml amd cole i s in

ed to

foresee that one day the Germun homgesisie will be
faced with the wecessity of stabilizig the mark amd (hcy wish
to obtaiw thetr shkare of the gwaramiees fos the floatimg of an
mternational loaw. Stimmes shail wot be allowed’ o be the enly
mdmmxmkthm&ﬂhkﬂwed
to have the sole of the Gevmam ralways.

And so the Baldwir govermment s eu the horns of a di-
ictn, kowever, is typical of the amarchy within the ca-
For successiul stabilizatiom of the Gernmam mmark
tire floatimg of an mtermational reparamons loam, ce
is mecessary. Amd yet the necessary hon 8

wed without presestinr Stimmes froos img out
the German Rexch to the Commité des Forges. And m order to
stop this 2 mew British air fleet must be bwilt, a wew race for
armaments must begin with Frawce, the policy of franeuility,
which is the mecessary condition of stabrlization amd of an
imtermational loan wast be 2bandomed. The svicious crdie is

And how will the Britisk Labor Party deal with this
sitwation, if, as seems increasingly kkely, it comes mfo power
inn the wot very distant future? i is to discriminate
betweer the

mmmmﬁzmwtmmmm'ﬁ&bhwd'
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ust as the old school of British labor leader led the Labor Party
ato coalation with the bourgeoisie in the war against Prussian
militarism, so the seeds are being sown of a situation, in which
the same leaders will lead the Labor Party in a war against
Poincaré’s militarism. ~ The {raditional policy of the British
capitalist class fo secure its domination by supporting the weakest

wer on the continent against the strongest will be carried on
g? the present labor teaders. On the other hand, here is a slow
but very perceptible growth of an opposition movement within
the Labor Party and not by any means confined to the members
of the British Communist Party, who have by dint of hard work
in the trade unions, succeeded in geiting themselves elected as
Labor Party delegates. The I.L.P., which with all its sentimental
pacifism and confused, un-Marxian phrase.o!og{, has a healthy
proletarian instinct and is sound at heart, is likely to play no
umimportan{ role in !ighlin% the opportunist policy of the right
wing leaders of the Labor Party. The attitude of some of these
members of the Labor Party opposition is best seen by that
passage in the speech of one of the Scotch LL.P. delegates to
the Labor DParty conference, George Buchanan, who said: “grm;:d
forces are becoming a method of clubbing the workers in in-
dustrial strikes, If they wished to be logical, they must say that
all these kinds of armaments were wrono and vole accordingly in
the House of Commons.”

The Ruhr Crime and the Franco-
German Proletariat
By Fmil Hollein (Berlin).

Like every ‘“viclorious” people, the French have had fo
pay for their military victory in the last great war by thousand-
{ol'd suffering.  Crinnnal  arrogance among the milifary
reactionists, rank growth of crassest nationalism, ruthless
suppression policy at home and abroad, and the consfantly in-
creasing pressure of capital on the exploited masses — these are
the outward and visible signs of the policy pursued by victorious
France.

And to all this must be added, as a factor further enhancing
and maintaining reaction, the inexorable determination of French
capitalism and imperialism to acquire hegemony over Europe
and the world. The rapacious trealy of Versailles, which the
other allies were blinded gy their guilty consciences into agreeing
to, to the advantage of their French comI]-lJeiiiors, is the weapon
with which France is trying {o realize her boundless plans ol
power and world domination. A straight line leads from the
signing of the Versailles {reaty to the invasion of the Ruhr by
French and Belgian troops: this line is the unqualified defer-
mination of French imperialism to secure the basis of economic

wer indispensable for the execution of its plans for hegemony,
mt is, to secure the control of the ore and coal of Wcst Ger
many, Belgium, East and North France.

And it must be said here that the German bourgeoisie, by
its Lying and bombastic nationalism, by its notorious avqidaglcc
of taxation and unwillingness to pay, by its systematic ruination
of the German mark and undermining of German state power,
and by its simultaneous economic and political oppression of
the broad working masses, has greatly contributed to smoothilgﬁ
the path of French imperialism, and has continually aide
France’s systematic policy of violence and robbery. The occu-
pation of the Ruhr is to a large extent the work of the German
captains of industry and finance themselves; having lost their
war, they have only been willing to bear the material conse-
quences in so far as they could wring the costs from the misery
of the toiling masses.

Yet the reciprocal eifects of the policy pursued by the
imperialist rulers, in France and Germany alike, have plaindy
demonsirated the incapacity of the bourgeoisie {o reconstruct
the world economy shattered by the world war. Four years and
a half have pas since the conclusion of peace, and still a bitter
struggle is raging among the imperialist powers; the forms
assumed by the conflict may have varied, but in reality it has
never abated, and every moment it involves the danger of fresh
struggtes and new wars, The alliance of the victorious states
has iong since fallen to pieces. America still maintains her well
calculated position, far from the imperialist quarrels in Euruge.
Italy and bEng']'and are openly showing their irreconcilable
antagonism to the plans of French fimance and heavy capital for
hegemony. In France itself, as even a reactionary deputy of the
chamber, Ybarnegaray, admits in so many wor&, “great
dissatisfaction and great confusion” prevail, a state of allairs
largely caused and maintained by the imperialist foreign policy
pursued by Poincaré, and by the resultant policy of reactionary
violence at home. Poincaré's famous policy of pledges has not
succeeded in bringing coal or coke, or the the promised great

been a nightmare burden on France’s economic: life: chronic
shortage ol coat and coke, increased coal imports from Englang
at ruinous prices, resultant sharper pressure on the rate of
exchange of the franc, general rise in prices, increasing dearne.s
in every direction, disturbance of production and unrest among
the masses of workers and consumers.

In the face of these facts, it is no wonder that dissatis.
faction is growing, and becoming more and more evident, al|
over the ocountry; that faith is %roportionally decreasing
Poincarés magic incantation of: “Germany must and will pay
for everything!”; that the rebellion of the petty bourgeoi«e
against Poincaré’s polic}\; of violence, at home and abroad, i
spreading widely; and that Poincaré himself is obliged to cling
convulsively and obstinately, but with ever diminishming succes-.
fo his Ruhr policy, as the sole means by which he can retain his
glorious ministerial position. '

It is true that for several years the French imperiali«:
reEarations policy was the sheet anchor of the Bloc National
which arose out of the jingo elections of November 16, 1914,
All parties—bourgeois and socialist alike—with the exception
of the communists, have hitherto accepted without question the
nationalist phrases concerning reparations. And even today
the columns of that press which advocates a Left Bloc for the
forthcoming elections, do not venture to express any determine!
opposition to Poincaré’s criminal Ruhr cf)olic, or to counter
Poincaré’s program of annexation and devasfation by serious
proposals for a capilalist peace. Half measures and weakness,
if not actual cowardice, are the most conspicuous characteristi. .
of the left bloc coming into being, a bloc whose idea is to .

ood electoral business by means of a fictitious struggle again-!

the open reaction at home, but to be very careful to-avoid ull
conilicts’ with Poincaré’s foreign policy, so that in the end ever:-
thing may go on as before.

And Poincaré makes full use of this weakness of his leit
bourgeois adversaries. For him the Ruhr question is not merely
one of state politics, but, at the same time and above all, a vilal
personal question, He, as one of the chief instigators of the gret
imperialist crime of 1914—18, can only escape condemmation by
attempting to maintain, under all circumstances, the lie para-
graphed in the Versailles trealy—the iie attributing the whole
responsibilily for the war to German imperialism. And he can
only do this if he can succeed, by means of successes abroad,
nationalist agitation, and deeds of violence, in further stultifyiny
the conscience of the people, stilt much prejudiced against ever -
thing German. Hence his constant endeavours to launch armed
attacks upon Germar:{v. Hence also his open compact with the
blackest reaction, and even with monarchist counter-revolution;
and hence his blind rage against the sole enemy which seriously
endangers his policy of immperialist robbery—the French and
international  communists, and the red revolutionary {rade
unions.

The Essen Conference, held on the 6th and 7th of Januar:
of this year, laid down the general lines of the common struggic
to be undertaken by the Franco-German and West European
proletariats against Poincaré’s Ruhr adventure, with its disastou~
economic and political results, and its dangers of imperialist war,
it indicated the work fo be dohe by national, regional and local
committees of action against imperialism and war; oh the other
hand, it furnished the pretext for an attempt to have French com
munism and revolutionary syndicalism outlawed, and for &
regime of bloody terror in France. All participalors in the Essen
Conference, and all members of the ational Committee <!
Action, were arrested, and were to be physically and morally
done to death by means of innumerable forged documents, and
with the aid of corrupt judges. This attempt at intimidation
proved a failure. French communisnt and the Red trade union:
continued their gfh‘ against Poincaré and his criminal polic
with undiminished vigor and increased success. On March 1’
the same day upon which a big international conference met i+

reparation fﬂuymcmta, to France, Instead .of this, the result hag

Frankfort, an impressive intermational protest demonstration tock

lace in Paris, where I and other foreign comrades were abl:
o confirm the unqualified class solidarity of the Franco-Germa:
workinﬁ class in the struggle against. national capitalism an!
imperialism in France and Germany, and where we were receivc
with acclamation by the Paris proletariat. My arrest was (-
vengeance {aken for '

French proletariat to fight. Tt afforded the possibility pf de

uouncing me, the real live “Boche”, to the purblind petty bou:-

Seoisie as the insﬁgato;)ehind French communism, and of prc¢

ucing me as a living piece of evidence in the impending con:

munist trial.
But the discovery of the official falsification of docfimeni-
and the growing dissatisfaction with Poincar&s Ruhr ouirag

combined to render the condemnation of the alleged conspirato:s

this, and at the same time Poincaré -
acknowledgement of the newly proclaimed determination of th-

o e v
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Vc.(—( doubtful. In order to assure {his condemnation, Poincaré
and his marionette Ministers resolved to bring the “communist
conspiracy” against the infernal and external security of the
French bourgcois republic, to {rial before the senate, acling in
is cagacnty of state court of jusfice. A governmenial decree of
May 7 ordered that 34 communists and red trade umionists be
brought before the state court of justice on May 24. But, on
May 8, the whole of those accused of conspiracy, with the
exception of the youthful comrade Péri and myself, were
euddenly released from an imprisonment on remand which had
already lasted four months. On Ma¥ 24 the state court of justice
flally refused to accede to Poincar€’s demand for terroris{ class
justice against the communists, and Poincaré performed his well-
Lnown comed( of cliimbing down. On the sollowing day DPéri
and I were also released on the orders of the Aftorney-Cineral
Lescouvé. While Péri regained complete liberty on leavine (he
hospital, Poincaré ordered the Minister for ‘Internal Affairs,
Maunoury, 1o keep me under arrest as an “administrative’
prisoner, so that he might have at least one defenceless object
upon which to wreak venFeance for the retuff given him by the
Senate. In flagrant violation of all law and justice, I was
degraded to a hostage, and it was not until June 8, that I was
sct at liberty and escorted to the German frontier, alter even the
judge of the court of inquiry, glousselin, to whom the records of
the conspiracy were referred, had dismissed the action brought
against all those accused of conspiracy, with the exception of
those indicted of anfi-militarist propaganda.

Although Poincaré ordered the Attorney-General to enter
an appeal against this decision of the court of inquiry, the
present communist trial is none the less dead, dead as a door-
nail. But Poincaré would not be the obstinate and uniscruplous
reactionary and despot that he is, if he did not now attempt fo
atlain his object, the annihilation of the enemies of his imperialist
foreign policy by White Terror, in another way. The attempt
made simply to set aside the Senate for the future, since if is
not obedient to his wishes, and fo sutstitute for it a spineless
special court ready to do his bidding; the opzn favor accorded
the deeds of violerice committed by the royalist blackmailers and
Fascisti; and the latest debates “on the foreign policy of the
Government, have all clearly demonsirated that Poincaré and his
National Bloc are defermined to continue their policy of robbery
abroad and their regime of White Terror at home. Their
prospects can only be improved by a success in the Ruhr. And
in order to attain this object, they are prepared to perpetrate any
shameful deed at home or abroad.

This criminal determination of Poincaré, and the sinister
and no less criminal machinations of the Cuno government, which
is preparing to capitulate to French imperialism, and is doing
its utmost to provoke the German proletariat by a ruthless,
enervating, and crushing campaign of starvation. in order to
be better able to deal it a bloody defeat, and, having destroyed
its will-power and its soul, harness it 1o the chariot of the inter-
national trusts—are these not shrill signals of warning to the
German and French proletariats? The suppression and sub-
jection of the German working class signifies at the same {ime
suppression and subjection, mass misery and mass death, for
the French working class. Thid common threat to their lives
necesgitates that the German and French workers fight shoulder
to shoulder in self-defence agaim~—the common enemy, national
capitalism and imperialism.in both countries.

The Essen and Frankfort Conferences point the way to
the class-conscious proletariat of France and Germany. The
present hour, with its threats of new conflicts and war dangers,
demands increased vigilance and a steeling of the will to self-
preservation in the working class. The danger is grave and
immediate. But the German and French proletariats will prove
themselves capable of meeting the danger by a tenacious struggle
for social revolution,

Settling Accounis with the Left Bloc
in the French Chamber

On the oecasion of the great political debate which took

lglace on June 17. in the French Chamber of Deputies, comrade

enaud Jean, in a detailed speech set forth the fundamental com-

munist standpoint with regard-{o the left bloc now in course

of formation, and with reference to the electoral alliance between
the reform socialists and the bourgeois radicals,

In the course of his speech comrade Renaud Jean declared:
*QGentlemen, I am careful not to over-estimate the significance of
this debate. I am well aware that {he fate of the French prole-
tariat will not be decided here. Under the capitalist system, the
political corporations are entirely ruled by the econommic and

v”t-- -

financial powers who alone possess real authority. T 'am also
aware {hat, despite the present hostile speeches between the
various bourgeois parties, these parlies will all be perfactly
united again as soon as the capitalist system is threalened, as
was (he case in 1919 and 1920.” The speaker then referred to the
conditions under which the present Frcnch Parliament came into
existence in 1919: One of the big factors in the election siruggle
of 1919, was {he union of economic interests. This great
employers’ union, which carried on propaganda at this time with
the aid of enormous sums of money, and financed {he election
campaign of the bourgeois parly, had a program comprising,
amongst other things, the refurn of sfate monopolies to private
Indusfry, the dissolution of the officials’ trade unions, the com-
plete decontrol of economics, and the abolition of the 8 hour day.
Afier the elections of 1919, this union of economic interests
rublished a small pamphlet, from which comrade Renaud Jean
read a few characteristic passages. The pamphlet pointed out
that out of the deputies elected, 379 unreservedly supported the
program of the «mployers’ -union, 27 were in favor of the pro-
gram, but with reservations, 81 were opposed to it, while
89 were doubtful. To the cbvious embarrassment of the de-
puties, the communist speaker read aloud the list oi the men who
sold themselves to capital in November 19190. He followed this
b{ pointing out that the 379 absolute supporters of the em-
ployers’ program include almost all the men of the national bloc
as well as radicals, that is, one third of the present radicai
fraction of the chamber. And if we count those deputies who
expressed fheir agreement under certain reservations with the
employers’ program, then we find one half of the radical fraction
giving it support. And it is with these radical opponents of the

hour day that the social democrats are now forming the left
bloc. Renaud Jean otserved. “I think I have sufficiently proved
that in 1919 the right and left wings of the bourgeoisie were
agreed. It is therefore the more remarkable that they are now
fighting one another like apparently irreconcilable enemies. There
i3 every reason for believing that this enemity is not to be taken
too seriously. Some months afer the elecioral victory of the
combined bourgeois parties, the country was convulsed by a
frightful social conflict. In order 1o protect their threaléned
riﬁ s, the railwaymen proclaimed a general strike in May 1920.
The majority of the other unions joined in. There were | mil-
lion workers on strike in the country, and the big capitalists
became alarmed. The strike was discussed in the chamber on
May 27. 1920. The governmental majority agreed to a motion
Eeroposcd by Dumesmi, who was in favor of sharp measures

ing adopted against the strikers, and expressed his confidence
that the government would restore order. The same motion
exlpresscd special appreciation of the scabs who placed them-
selves at the disposal of {he employers for the suppression of the
strike. On the same day all party differences were drop for
the sake of defending 1{|e threatened inferests of capital. The
radicals joined their votes to those of the national bloc.
M. Herriot (the well know radical great gun and champion of
the left bloc) joined forces with M. Daudet (the monarchist and
Fascist chieftain). Here M. Herriot interjected: “The republic
has to be defended aguinst both, the left and right. e are
opposed to any violence and against any dictatorship. M. Re-
naud Jean, go on with your denunciation.” Remaud Jean replied:
“Is it an insult to remind you of how you once cast youd
votes?”

The speaker was interrupted by a radical interjection:
“You are the enemies of the republic, just as much as the
monarchists.” Renaud Jean: “That is so; we are the enemies of
the bourgeois republic! And what was the aftitude adopted by
the radicals to the question of foreign politics? [ shall merely
adduce two examples here: the calling up of the army class 1919
in May 1921; and the occupation of the Ruhr area in 1923. In
the chamber debate on May 26. a motion was accepted in favor
of the reparation policy which demanded 132 milliard gold marks
from Gerniany. The motion further approved of the caling up .
of the army class 1919, in_order that military pressure might
be exercised on Germany: Three fourths of the radical deputies
of the chamber voted for this motion.”

Interjection by Herriot. “At that time France stood
opposed ‘to Germany! We are republicans and Frenchmen,”

Renaud Jean now referred to the Ruhr- adventure. On

11. 452 deputies voted in the chamber in favor of Poin-
caré’s Ruhr policy. At that time, one half of the radical fraction
voted for the government, and the other half abstained from
voting. In the senate it was even better. Here the radicals
voted that Poincaré’s speech be publicly placarded. And what
was the last demonstration of he bourgeois fraction of the
left bloc with regard fo the Ruhr %ucshon? After the radicals
had expressed their moraé condemmation of the Ruhr occupation,
they granied every ¢redit required for the Ruhr adventurey =

Januar
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Imterjection Daudet: “Very, good!”

M.emni?’(kldiml) m!kJ out: “There you have your
reward, M. Renaud Jean: You have the applause of the
monarchists!” ) .
“] have mever concluded civil peace with

Herriot to Daudet: “Our position is perfectly clear, we
are neither on your side nor on theirs.” (the Communists.)

Kenaud Jean: “M. Herriot, in 1920 you voted with Daudet,
against the workers. Invariably, when it has been necessary,
ou have concluded civil peace with Daudet. We communists

w that here it is merely a question of two different fractions

of the bourgeoisie, of two diflerent fractions which are ready
fo join hands at any moment against the proletarial, as soon
as the interests of the bourgeoisie are threatened. In con-
clusion I should like to address a few words fo our neighbours
ol the socialist party.

Interjections from the socialists: “Speak to Daudel.”

Renaud Jean: “I am addressing the socialist rarty, which,
precisely like the communist party, declares that 1t stands for
revolution and class war.” (stormy interruptions from the <o-
cialists.)

Renaud Jean: * Is it so disagreeable to you to be called a
party of revolution and class warfare? You are ahout to commit
the worst of all errors. You want to conclude an alliance with
that left bourgeoisic whose past I have just described. This
may perhaps iE)ring you some electoral successes, but these
successes will be only temporary, for the present world situation
does not permit of half-hearted measures. You are unfortunate
in akandoning revolution in favor of reform, geciscly at the
moment when every reform is proving futile. e communists
remain faithful to our principles; faithfud to the class war and
faithful to the revolution, we shall oppose the firm bloc of the
workers and peasants {o the left bloc now being formed. We
are ‘ully aware that our task is difficult, we shall suffer reverses,
shall undergo severe trials, but we have confidence in the prole-
tariat. Despite all uncerfainties and changes, it will find its way
¥ emancipation through the revolution.

The Reactionary Government
in Poland

By L. Domski (Warsaw).

Whiie in Hungary. in ltaly, and now in Bulgaria, the
Fascisti have only heen able (o seize power by means of vioient
upheavals, in Poland the can boast of having founded their
power on a legal, parliamentary basis, The November elections
of last year sealed the fate of Polish ** democracy ". They anni-
hilated the Centre groups of intelleciuals supperting Pilsudsky,
and made the Lefi dependent oun the parties of the national
m.norities, who (ook l#\dr places in  the new Sejm as 1he
great rower. .

‘ut from the very first day 1t was perfectly clear that the
Government of the Left and of the large landowning Cenlre, the
Sikorsky Government. would not long be able 10 depend on the
national minorities for support. For this our ‘ democrats " are
themselves too nationaliet, and above all too anti-Seminc, and the
moral Terror exercised by the Right, which declared Sikorsky's
Covernment a * fewish Government” frightened the Left com
pietely out of its senses. Thus fhe Sikorsky Government, in order
to keep up apearances before the electors, was * obliged ” to
persecufe the nationalist and Ukranian separatists, with the
result that, on May 26. it was overthrown in the Sejm, with
the aid of the national minorities.

Timid democracy is now followed by no less timid reaction.
The Witos Government, in which the Fascist elements predomi-
nate, is not much stronger from a parliamentary standpoint than
the fallen Sikorsky Government 1{ tas to combine the interests
of the large landowners with those of the santry, and it
must not serve the interests of capital so well as to offend the
‘“ National Labor Party . The consequence of this contradictory
position is that, on the one hand, the junker elements of the
Christian National Party do not participate directly in the
Government led by the wily peasan{ Witos, but merely support
it with reservations, while, ‘on the other hand, one section of the
Witos party has split off under the leadership of Dombski, and
fhe Nationa! Labor Party is backing the Government very half-
heartedly, as its Jeaders have to fight a powerful opposition in
their own ranks, an o ition intensely hostile to any co-operation
with the reaction. hus the Witos Governmen{ has a very
precarious foothold from a parliamentary point of view.

For thre moment, the Right Government is tberdoreé_wro-
ceeding even more cautiously than the Left. The crafty Witos

carefully avoided any definite program in his Eolic‘y speech, and
was as sparing of democratic promises as his  democratic ”
predecessor. At the same time he was much less anti-Semitic
than General Sikorsky.

The nationalist members of the Cabinet have, up {o the
present, also taken care, not to declare their attifude too openly.
And the famous Dmovski, the strong man of national democracy,
who has hitherto deliberately abstained from all pofitical activify
in subordinate positions, in order fo be able o maike hiz
ministerial debut 2s prime minisier, or at least as minister for
foreign affairs, delivered such an exceedingly tame speech i
Posen, where he was reminding the public of his existence, that
even the Jewish press applauded his statesmanship. .

Witos' endeavors to retain the support of Pilsudski have also
been very characteristic. Every attempt was made to prevent his
resignation from the position of chief of the General Staff. B
Pilsudski, like Dmovski, is much too ambitious io play secoud
tiddle to anybody and he refused to act in the service of a
Cabinet of his enemies. Witos, however, succeeded in inducing
him to permit at least one of his faithful followers, General
Szeptyck, to remain in the cabinet as Minister of War. Wilos
does not want to burn all his bridges.

It is clear that the ruling classes will not be prevented,
bgﬂany amount of diplomacy, from udilizmg their government in
their own class interests. In Poland there are still far too
many reminders of the revolutionary period, and these must
be-done away with by some means or other. A beginning has
been made with the law protecting tenants. The Sejm 1s debating
a new law providing that renis be raised, within a number oi
years, to pre-war level. These renis were exorbitant before thec
war, especially in Russian Poland, and swallowed up, on an
average, one third of the income of the {enant. What will tl.is
signify today, when wages are far below pre-war level? Another
gain actyeved by the reaction is the law which limits the number
of non-Polish students in the colleges. The amnesty law, which
for the first time expressly excludes the ecommunisis from remis-
sion of sentences, also bears distinct traces of reactionary rule.
Fascism unfelds its program but radu.ﬂl{', nevertheless, it i3
approaching its goal. And it n show the less diffidence in
view of the fact that democracy, including the social patricts,
is showing itself to be possessed of the '1sual amount of
cowardice.

When Pilsuauski declined {o stand for President, he com
mitted political suicide. His resignation from the rosition of
Chief of Staff and his withdrawal from the army merely sealed
his fate. The dauntless knight of ‘“democracy” capitulatad
before reaction without the least show of resistance. He has
fallen to rise no more.

To be sure, even the reactionaries are not showing much
courage. The Fascist bomb outrages in Cracow, Warsaw, and
Lodz, which preceded the constitution of the Witos Cabinet, bore
witness 1o equal brutality and cowardice in their instigators. But,
m the course of time, 1Zese assassins, finding that hey go scot
free, will gain more courage. There is nothing so encouraging
as not being punished. Should Fascism ever feel that its adver-
saries are laymg down their arms, then it will extend its attacks
even to the corpse of parliamentarism. The Polish Mussolinis,
wtio have hither{o imitated theif Italian exemiplars on paper ouly,
will proceed to acfual deeds. And if the Polish working class
then ins the fight against Pascism, the social patriotic leaders
will be conspicuous by their absence.

Under Kemalist Rule

By Eric Verney (Consiantinople).

The monotonous political life of Constantinople was
recently brighiened by an event sufficienfly thrilling and melo-
dramatic to momentarily distract the attention ol the bored
populace

This was nothing less than a Communist plot. About
fourteen communists were arrested; while half-a-dozen more
managed to evade apprehension, Those arrested included I
Shefik Husni, leader of a simall group of intellectual Marxists
who had founded a jourmal Aidinlik (“Clarté”) and also onc
or two of the leaders of the “ Umion Intermationale de Travail "
— Grecks, Armenians, etc. The evidence in the hands of the

Jice comprised various communist tracts and leaflets printed
or the 1st. May demonstrations, and exhorting the workers to
down tools as a protest agaimst Capitalism. Also, the very
existence of the Communist Pl‘r? (wihich had been formed
tecenfly by the amalgamation of different scattered revolutionary
groups) was in itselfgdedarcd to be an act comstituting a menace
fo the security of the country. The local gutter-press naturally
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howled the uswual trap about subsidies from Moscow, the
per | bugbear of the Levantine speculators. When the ocess
opened before the Court Martial, it was already evident that the
case for the prosecution was very weak. The accused were
charged “under Article 12 of the Law.-on treason to the Country,
for 4avmg wished {o propagate the subversive ideas of Com.
munism throughout the land, and modify the form of Govern-
ment . . ." A counter-process against the prosecution for illegal
arrest and delention, has already lodged by the ex-prisoners
who were all released after three days sitling of the Courf. The
jury naturally declared that it was uicompetent lo pronounce a
decision—the process being based sofely on accusation of political
activity; and so, with the releas> of the arrested commumists, the
plot bubble exploded.

It might be remarked that the whole affair is so insigni-
ficant and tarcical that it does not justify being written about,
but it is necssary fo illustrate how the Kcmalists are prepared,
when the opportunity arrives, to nip in the bud any revolutionary
movement that may spring up.

In view of the very small number of industrial workers in
Turkey, the bad organization of the Unions, the magre infusion
ol :}ocmh.\l ideas, and the imherent nationalist and rﬁigiom pre-
‘1141ces, the workers’ movement is still only in its embryo lorm.
t is lor this reason that the Constuminopf,e authorities realized,
on second thoughts, that the local commumsts were negligible and
unpotent, and that it would be better o release them, than to
attract the attention of the workers by keeping them in prison.
As soon as there are any signs of a compact and eificient revo-
lutionary movement cormng mto teing, there is no doubt that it
will be mimediately s essed. The Communist Party at Angora
was at least considere dangerous, and therefore the Kemalists
did not hesitate to throw all its members (incl‘udin‘g deputies) into
gaol. At least one result of the Constaminople “ plot” was the
official suppression of the Interpational Builders' and Wood-
workers’ Unions, as being “ illegal organisations”,

Although the Allied Police had previously suppressed the
revolutionary syndicalist movement among the Greek workers,
including the %apcr Neos Anthropos, organ of the ** Union Inter-
nationale de Travail "—which adhered to the R.LL.U.—there
had been no methodical suppression of the communist movement
until the taking over of the admmimistration by the Kemalists last
Autumn. This coincided with the carrying out of the instructions
from the IVth. Comintern Congref, ainnng at the merging of
all revolutionary elements in Constantinople and Anatolia into a
united Commumist Party.

Before there is any chance of successful propaganda of
communist ideas among the workers in Turkey, it 18 necessary
that strong unions be built up. With the development of industry
alier the signing of peace, and the full enjoyment of national inde-
pendence, more and more petty street-traders, shop.ieepers, market-
gardeners, peasants etc., will be forced on to the labor market, and
there will then be greater opportumities for Union organisation
than at present, when workers of one nationality are pitted
against others on the competitive wage market. Increased national
fanaticism following the Kemalist victories, naturally hinders
communist propaganda, and it is thus difiicult at the present
juncture to count on the proletarian solidarity between Turkish,
Greek, and Armenian workers. The few trade unmions that do
exist are mostly led by reformist “ Socialists * of the most
reactionary and chauvimist type, but in spite of this the fighting
capacity of the Turkish workers has several times been disciosed
by spontaneous strike movements (tobacco workers, tramway
employées, etc.).

The dumping of surplus stocks prior to the Allied eva-
cuation and the increasing tendency of Constantinople Trade to
become that of a transit and transhipment centre, had even caused
a slump in the féw scattered industries that at present exist in
lurkey—leather, cement, etc.—and therefore wages have again
dr n spite of the high prices resulting from the Huctuation
of foreign exchange values. w far the abolition of the Capi-
tulations will remedy this state of affairg remains to be seen, but
there is no doubt { the Turkish workers are worse off now
than they were even under the reign of Abdul-tHamid.

Meanwhile the American concessionnaires are employing
cheap Russiin labor (White emigramts) on their Anatolian enter-
prises, and Kemal's revolutionary Beys and Pashas are flirting
at Lausanne with the meretricious denizens of Standard Oil and
Sheli, at the expense of the blood and sweat of the Mosul toilers.
When the Kemalists needed Bolshevik help against Lloyd George
and his Basil Zaharoif, they posed as super-Commumists, Now
that they are caught in the toils of capitalist chieanery, they are
duclowin% their capacity for exploitation by “mutual under-
standing ”.  Naturaily, ‘Auxim appreciate the value of revo-
lut?onary nationalist movements, but only up to a certain point.

’

The Siiuation in Bulgaria .
and the Communisi Pariy

(Leading article of the central organ “ Rabotnitschesk}
Westnik “ of June 11. 1923))

We have received the following article and a
ded appeal—somewhat belated—irom ihe Central am-
mittee of the Communist Party of Bulgaria with a request
for publication. These, together with the article whici
appeared in No. 44 (20) of the Inprecorr., will emab.e
readers to form an idea of recent ha ings in Bulgaria
and the attitude adopled by the Bu garian Parly. We
also publish in this iseue the Manilesio unammously
adopted at the concluding session of the Enlarged Exe-
cutive of the Comnrumst internalional which gives (he
pronouncement of the Counrintern on the Bulgarian
question.  Ed.

The parties of the bloc, including the national party and
the social patriots, lrave issued a comumon appeal, in which they
cail upon the Bulgarian people to support the new governement,
The fact that representatives—if not ihe chief leauers —of all
bourgeois parties are participating i (he new governem:ut, s
a fresh proof that this government is a great bourgeois coa-
htion, comprising all of the bourgeois parties, ifrom the people’s
parly and the national liberals to the ‘social patriots.

The bourgeois press is endeavoring to screen this fact behind
the veil of a ‘* general national cabinet”. But in vainl Wh
do the bourgeois parties not openly state the truth to the neople?
Why are they afraid to admit “that they —the old bourgeois
parties —have seized power? Because they are comvinced that
the toiling masses in town and country neither regard the old
bourgeois parties with any enthusiasm, nor will they support
these parties. This is why these parties chose a mulitary coup
for forcing their seizure of power.

The new governement is headed by a few individuals who
do not openly belong to the bourgeois parties. But this dces
not alter the real character of this governement, which, by the
way, 18 but a temporary one, preparatory to a definité bourgeois
coalition.

The armed struggle between the followers of the failen
government and those of the new governement is not yet at an
end. The Communist Party, and the hundreds and thousands of
workers and peasants united beneath its flag, are not taking
part in this conflict. We do not know how this struggle may
develop; but up to ihe present moment{ (he broad masses of the

ople have not been drawn into it. [t is a struggle for power
E:tween the bourgeoisies of the cily and of the village, that is,
between two wings of the capitalist class.

In whose name is this armed struggle being carried on?
The fallen agrarian government disclosed its real program by
its policy of plunder and suﬁ)ression applied to the toiling
masses in town and village. e last months of its rule were
marked by fhe wildest acts of violence against the Communist
Party, and against the hundreds and thousands of workers and

asants fighting under its banner. The general policy pursued
E; the agrarian government is summed up in the 2% milkard
levy of indirect taxation which it imposed under the new state
budget.

# The program of the new government—its written pro-
gram--is still unknown fo us. But we know the actual program
of the parties backing up this goverument; the parties which
ruled for forty years, which plunged the nation into disastrous
wars, which supported for four years the reactionary pohg

rsued by the agrarian govermment against the Commumist

arty, against the working class, and against the working
peasantry. ) .

The new government says that it will respect the rights
and liberties established by the constitution—this is its present
declaration. The working people demand that this declaration
be accomparied by deeds.

The new government, in its declaration, declares that a
“civil police wil% be organized”. And in actual fact a “ civil
police” of the bourgeoisie is being formed of people belonging
the old bourgeois parties, and the new governement is distri-
buting weapons among them. This fact throws a bright light on
the situation. It proves that the workers, the toilers in town
and country, must be on their guard, that they must mmite and
be prepared, in order to protect their vital interests and their
political liberties against every attack. .

The Communist Party, while exposing the actual aims of
the city and rural bourgeoisie, and in pointing out that these
aims have nothing in common with those of the tfoiling masses
m town and country, at the same time calls upon the workers
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and toilers in city and village to unite, and to fl‘%ht indepen-
dently for the preservation of their interests and for the reali-
zation of the slogans issued by the Communist Party, The
Cemmunist Party calls upon the small-holding and non-proper-
tied peasants of the Peasants’ League to break with the village
bourgeoisie, to cease {o support the large landowners and village
mayors, and to give no support to the capitalisls, bankers,
and usurers of the cities, or to their parties. The agrarian
government, by its policy and by its deeds, has shown itself
to be the defender of the jnterests of the exploiters and oppressors,
and the enemy of the toilin% 1population of the villages. The
toiling peasaniry which have followed this government must now
oppose the policy and actions of their leaders, and grasp the
brotherly hand ot the Communist Party, which unites the working
people in town and country for the common struggle against
the beurgenisies of city and village.

In the mudst of this fight between two wings of the
bourgeoisie, cach striving to draw the masses of the people inlo
the struggle for its own purposes, we call upon the working
people in town and country to form the united front of the
warkers, and to fight for the slogans of the Communist Party:

Annulment of the peace treaty of Neuilly, of the repa-
rations and national debts. People’s tribunal for those guilty of
the war. Abolition of the taxation pressing upon the worﬁcrs
and small-holding masses. Abolition of obhgalory work. Pay-
ment of the whole taxafion by the city and village bourgeoisies.
Taxation of income, of capital, and of property, by progressive
taxes; progressive taxation of large bequests.—Confiscation by
the stale of a part ot the capital invested in industry, in com-
merce, and in the banks, this capital {o be placed under the
control of the labor organizations.—Limitation of the exploi-
tation by commercial, speculative, and usurious capital, this to
be done by placing cheap credits at the disposal of small-holding
farmers and crafismen by the state, by the development and
support of the workers' and peasants’ co-operatives, consumers’
credit, and productive co-operatives, and co-operatives for the
export of agricultural products, and the introduction of a state
monopoly of foreign trade. Letting of land to landless and
smallholding peasants. —Compulsory seizure of the first neces-
sities of life in the gossessinn of the big capitalists, landowners,
trades-people, and banks, by the state, and their distribution
by the municipalities at reasonable fixed prices, under the control
o¥ the organizations of the workers and small holders.—Solution
of the housing problem among the 'orkin[; masses of the cities
by the compulsory seizure of the superfluous dwelling rooms

ssessed by the big house owners; reduction and fixing of
ouse rents; provision of healthy condifions in working districts,
erection of cheap and healthy dwelling houses.—Increase of
workers wages, and of the civil servants employed by the state,
municipalities, and rural districts, in correspondence with the
rise in prices.—Labor legislation, labor inspection, control of
production by the shop stewards and trade unions. - Extermination
of monarchism, expansion and security of the political rights
of the working people; women’s suffrage; full right of combi-
nation; freedom of speech, press, and meeting.—Disarmament of
the bourgeoisie, and of its Fascist and other bands; arming of
the workers and small farmers for the defence of the pedple
against internal coups d'état and external invasions.—Peace
with Turkey, peace and alliance with Soviet Russia.— National
independence for the suppressed peoples in Macedonia, Thrace,
Dobrudscha, and all other Balkan states; creation ef a federal
republic of the Balkans.

The Communist Party raises these demands, and fights
for their realization. These demands can be partly realized
today, but solely by means of pressure by the united fighting
workers and working peasantry; these demands will be com-
pletely fulfilled solely through the establishment of the workers’
and peasants’ government.

.

Appeal te the Werkers and ToHers in Town
and Country

The armed siruggle between the new
followers of the agrarian republic overthrown
putsch of June 9. is now approaching its end.

The toiling masses fighting under the flag of the Bulgarian
Communist Party side with neither one party nor the other
in this armed struggle. They have preserved their complete
independence, amd continue to follow the path which they had
pursued before the. change gf govermment.

The government of the Peasants’ League, which main-
tained its power by means of the bayonels of the police and
gendarmerie, and which exercised a cruel and boundless tyranny

hower and the
the mililary

against the masses, could- deserve.nothing at the hands of the
working people but ﬁrofoundcst contempt ‘during this duel with
those overthrowing the government, ,

The agrarian government dug the pit it fel into its
policy of violence and hostilit{ to the people, and smoothed the
way for the success of the military coup of the city bourgeoisie,

The bourgeoisie and the old bourgeois parties, as well a3
their tools, the social patriots, are not, however, content to me.
rely put an end to the regime of the agrarian goverdment and
to establish a new power. They demand more:

They are filled with the most cruel class hate agains
the workm%I people. They regard the present mom:ut of armed
action as the most favorable for the gratification of their halc.

At the same time they are trying to utilize the change
which has taken place for the purpose of strangling the eman-
cipation movement of the toiling masses and its political leader
the Communist Party--{o crush this movement, in order 1that
they may thus secure for themselves the unhindered exploitation,
plundering, and subjecton of these masses for a fTong time
1o come,

Workers in fown and country!

The extremely reactionary ¢ law. against robbers”, passed
by the agraian government, will be used for having hundreds
and thousands of peasants and workers arrested—on the pre-
text that they have offered armed opposition to the new power,
though their sole crime consists in the fact that during the days
when the situatton was still quite unclear, in the moment of tf].-
collision, their endeavor has been to save themselves and their
relations from the flames of a conflict between two opposing
powers. Armed represeniatives of the bourgeois parties utilize
the weapons in their hands for terrorising and attacking their
political opponents, the hated Communist champions, for arresting
and even murdering them. Besides the official armed forces oi
the government, ‘ volunteer troops” are also being organized,
which conduct open pogroms and political murders against the
Communist Party. The labor clubs are closed, the labor meetings
prohibited; the rights and liberties vitally necessary to tﬁv
working people are being atacked. The whole bourgeois press
—from the national liberal and the people’s party to the social
patriots—{eems with raging incitements to a bloody settlement
with the Communist Party, with the party wiich united more
than two hundred thousand working voters from town and
country around its program, during the most frightful period of
terror under the agrarian government, at the last elections to
parliament, and which has proved that it is the most powerful
party of the people in our country.

Why these cruelties, perseculions, and aftacks?

Is it not perfectly plain that all this is being dene, no
because the toilinsf masses have opposed the new power with
weapons in their hands, but because the bourgeoisie (irom the
national liberals to the social patriots)—ulilizing the wretched
situation—is anxious to create pretexts for bleeding the working
people and for justifying the attacks being prepared on the
Communist Party? 1Is it not perfectly plain that the bourgeoisie
and its' parties are striving to substitute the dictatorship hitherto
evercised by the village bourgeoisie of the Peasants’ League by an
even sharper bourgeois dictatorship and that the bourgeois
parties—despite the loud and solemn declarations made by the
new government—is striving for the renewed suppression of the
rights and liberties of the people, and for the establishment o
a regime of force and reaction for this purpose?

Workers, in the cities and the villages! The bourgeoisie
is mobilizing! It is making use of the state apparatus, and o!
its armed power, for robbing you of your political rights and
liberties, for perpetuating the exploitation an(fenslavement of the
masses of the people.

The bourgeoisie and its parties, which are falking, as they
always do, of lawfulness, but continue to trample the rights and
liberties of the people underfoot, and who are endeavoring at
this moment to fasten chains upon the toilini_ masses, and to crush
the Communist Party, by illegal means, Fascist organizations,
armed attacks and pogroms—this bourgeoisie and its parties is
oproa:d by one party ‘only; {oday the Communist Party is the
sole ]party representing. the political rights and liberties of the
people.

Be vigilant at your posts! Gather more closely together
beneath the ensign of the Communist Party, for your self
defence against the diabolical intentions of the bourgeoisie, of
their White Guard and Fascist-organizatioris! - '

The whole country rd-echces with.the mighty protests
uttered by the people against the deeds of violence, agamst thc
arrests and murder of the faithful sons of the working people.

\
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against the tyranny of the military power, and. of the bourgeois
dictatorship raising its head in the oountry!

The armed troops of the bourgeoisie must be disarmed!
The arrested innocent workers and peasants must be liberated:
The “Law against robbers” must not be appliedl The safety
of the lives of the toiling masses must be secured! The right
of combination, the freedom of speech, of meeting, must be com-
pletely restored! The prcvocation of the working people and
their political party must cease, the insolent provokers must
be curbed

And if the new power, despile its solemn declarations,
should ‘not be able or willing to fulfil all this, then be ready
boldly and determinedly, to defend your lawiul rights and
liberties, by the means of the political struggle! Never forget that
there is no right so supreme as the right to a free life, worthy
of the human race, for the working people!

Long live the Bulgarian working peoplel

Long live the Communist Party of Bulgaria!
Sofia, June 15, 1923.
The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Bulgaria.

- E.C.C.L

Manifesio of Enlar¢ed Execuiive of
the Communist International on the
Evenis in Bulgaria

The following Manifesto was unanimously adopted
at the concludin'f; session of the Enlarged Executive of
the Communist International on June 23rd. last.

Forward to the battle against the Gevernmeni of the white
coup d'état in Bulgaria. Up with the government of Workers’ and
Peasants’.

To the Bulgarian workers and peasanis,
national working class!

Comrades! Brothers and sigters! In Bulgaria a small
clique of bankrupt bureaucrats, unemployed officers and pro-
fiteers have seized the Government by means of a military coup
d’état, The very same ple who drove the Bulgarian people
into the world-war, who have 200,000 lives upon their consciences,
who have been thrice kicked out of.office by the Bulgarian people
in democratic elections, this very clique has dared to seize power.
It introduces a reign of the most airocious terrorism against
the great majority of the populatien, against the workers and
peasants. The prisons of Bulgaria are being filled with workers
and peasants, the villages are abandoned to the mercy of re-
actionary adventurers under the guise of so-called punitive exiedi-
tions. They shoot the leaders of the peasantry, but they have
not the courage to confess their respomsibility for their deeds.
Tomorrow they will begin the assassination of the leaders of the
working class.

‘%he white coup d'état of the Bulgarian bureaucrats, ge-
nerals and profiteers was perpetrated with the aid of the Social
Democratic F’art , which is part of the Second Infernational. This
Party, which shares the guilt for the crime of the Bulgarian
war-government, is a Party upon which all workers have turned
their backs, so that i{ has shrunk o nothing, and servesv(m.ly as
a fig-leaf to the counter-revolutionary coup d’état. By this it has
proved itself worthy of Noske, Turati, and their like, who paved
the way for the white coup d’®at in Germany and Italiy
respectively. ) )

The coup d’état was consummated with the aid of the
scum of the European counter-revolution, with the aid of Wrangel
officers and wifh the support of Horthy’s hangmen and the Rou-
manian bayars. Capitalist EuroFe, which has so hypocritlcally
attempted to arouse the so-called civilized world against the
Red Terror, makes haste to recognize these murderers and in-
cendiary adventurers.. The British Government, the Government
of the English junkers and manufacturers, supports them, in
the hope that Bulgaria- will become a bulwark against Soviet
Russia. The Italian QGovernment supports them because it
considers the military adventurers of Sofia, as a possible aid
in a cpmpaign against Jugo-Slavia. The capitalist world has
approved of the white coup d’état in Bulgaria. The Fascist
bands of all countries see in it the proof that the desire alone
is sufficient to enable one to %t his foot upon the netk of the
people of the working class. e, the Communist International,
the union of all the militant workers of East and West, call the
Bulgarian workers and peasants, and the international working
clasg to the battle l%ainst the Bulgarian usurpers of power.

Peasants of Bulgaria! To you the victory of the white clique
is a lesson which you ought {o assimilate, if you wish to throw

To the intfer-

off the yoke that Is being imposed on you. The peasant Govern«
ment q{ Stambuliski waa_dverthrownybecause itp?ailed‘ g.fom
an alliance with the workers of the cities. The interests of
the ‘fx:eat majority of the Bulgarian peasants, who are poor, go
hand in hand with the interests of the workers and artisans of tﬁe
cities. Stambuliski persecuted the working class. He lost the
only support which he might have gained in the cities, against
the clique of bureaucrats and officers who had been exploiti
and enslaving the Bulgarian people during four decades, and wi
now continue to do so, since Stambuliski has paid for his policy
with hig life. But the Bulgarian peasants continue to live. "They
will be compelled to fight, if they do not wish to be further
treated like cattle. We call upon tg;em to unite with the workers
of the cities and to start the fight under the slogan of the
eg;ltlahhshmmt of a government of the workers of the cities and
villages.

. Workers of Bulgaria! The Stambuliski Government, in the
inferests of the bourgeoisie and usurers of the villages, per-
seculed the labor movement and sacrificed the interests of the
workers of the towns as well as those of the poorer peasants,
But whereas the Stambwiski Government persecuted the workers,
the Zankov Government will go further than that, for it seeks to
destroy them. Those who held the mistaken belief that (he
struggle of the now victorious white clique against Stambuliski
was a struggle between two bourgeois cliques to which the
working class could afford to be neutral, can now see the best
proof of their error by the bloody persecution of the labour
organizations . The ursurpers of the State are now the enemy,
who must be defeated. S)gin hands for thw fight against the
white coup d'éfat, not only with the wide masses of the peasantry,
but also with the leaders of the Peasant party who have survived.
Point out to them fte consequences of the cleavage beiween the
workers and the peasants, and call them to the united fight for
a Workers' and Peasants’ Government.

Peasants of Macedonia! Revolutionaries of Macedonial
You have allowed the Bulgarian counter-revolution to use you
for the coup d’état, although your inferests as shown by your past,
are most closely interwoven with the interests of the workin
people, with the interests of the revolution in the Balkans an
throughout the world. The Stambuliski Government delivered
Macedonia to the Serbian bourgeoiste in order to gain their
support. It persecuted you in a bloody fashion. But do not
believe for a moment that the counter-revolution movement
will be able fo liberate the Macedonian people. u(t will fight
against the Buigarian peasants and workers, against your own
brothers, but not for the liberation of the Macedonian peasants.
In arder to entrench itself in power it will a thousand times betray
Macedonia and oppress you, because it cannot tolerate any revolu-
tionary peasant movement in Macedonia. Only a Workers’ and
Peasants’ Government in Bulgaria will arouse the sympathies
of peasants and workers in Roumania.

Jugo-Slavia and Greece. Only such a Government will
blaze the path for the establishment of a Balkan Federation of
Workers’ and Pesants’ Governments, which alone can bring about
your deliverance, so that Macedonia should not become again
the arena of sanguinary battles, in which your huts are burned
to the ground, your fields devastated and trampled under foot.
Peasants and revolutianists of Macedonia! None of you, however

reat your anger against the Bulgarian Peasants Party and its

Feaders, must lend the slightest support to the Government of
White Terror in Bulgaria. Moreover, for the sake of your own
national freedom, you must join hands with the Bulgarian
Workers and Peasants in the common struggle. )

Workers and Peasants of Jugo-Slavia, Roumania and
Greece! Show your ufmost resentment to those in the Balkans
who are supporting the Zankov Government, show your hatred
to the envoys of that Government, surround the Bulgarian white

uards wi?g the wall of your resistance, hasten to the aid of the

ulgarian workers and peasants at every opportunity, to the aid
of the valiant industrious people of Bulgaria new
starting ‘the  fight against the white government,
Workers of Austria and Germany! The victory of the fascist
bands in Bulgaria will give encouragement and hope to the fascist
adventurers in your own countries. Be on your guard, be watch-
ful, do not allow yourselves to be misled or lulled to sleep. Fight
with your utmost determination against anﬁ aid being rendered
to the Bulgarian white guards, and draw the the necessary con-
clusions from the conduct of the Bulgarian reaction and frem
the errors committed the Bulgarian peasants and workers.
Exert all your efforte to bring about an alliance 6} the poor
peasants and {lie workers against the hirelings of ca ital and of
the military cliques. Dare to venture upon even a di ficult fl_g}}t
when danger is nigh, if you do not wish to pay with your lives
for your hesitation.

Workers of all countries! .
utmost atfention the development of events in Bulparia.

We call on you to wafch wiih
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on you to bring to the notice of the wide masses all the mis-
s perpetrated by the victarious fascist clique in Bulgaria
against the working people of Bu)garia, with the aid of the
capifalist Governments of all couniries, and to mobilize the masses
against the murderous Government of Sofia. The message from
Sofia speaks to {?u just as eloquently as did the message from
Rome. The working class of all countries is in danger! Know
this, and prepare for the defence!
gown with the Fascist bands, the hirelings of capital!
own with the militarist ursurpers and ursurers of Sofia!
Long live the Bulgarian Workers’ and Peasants’ Govern-
ment!
Long live the Balkan Federation of Workers' and Peasants’
Governments!
Long live the solidarity of the international working class
in the struggle against the fascist menace!

The Enlarged Executive of the Communist International.

- THE LABOR MOVEMENT

International Review
of the Revolutionary Trade Union
Movement

By A. Lozovsky.

The period of weariness and even of bewilderment, in the
European labor movement, has now come to an end. In the most
imporfant countries, and in (he most important branches ol
indusiry, a wew wave of revolution is rising. The growth of
a fresh fighlinF spirit among the masses is best revealed b
the formation of a left wing within the Amsterdam International.

In this situation the 3rd session of the Central Council
of the RLL.U. is of special significance.

The task set the session consists in solving a number of
practical questions arising out of the growth of the revolutio-
nary movement{ in every counu-g. The struggle against war
danger and Fascism is among the first and most urgent task
imposed on the R.IL.U. Growing reaction cannot be conquered
by agitation and propaganda alone; this work requires a
comprehensive organizafory activity for the gathering together
and concentration of the masses, for the formation of organiza-
fion centres at the most important strategic fighting points.
The committees of action, control committees, dock bureaus, efc.
called into existence by the Frankfort conference and the Infer-
national Conference of the Transport Workers, must be further
developed.

The further struggle for the united fromt logically
follows from the whole situation of the working class.
Orgamulor{ forms must be created, the organs for the united
front. As the struggle for the united front forms the prepara-
tion for fhe new umified trade union movement, thr struggle
against the split in the lrade anions and against the expulsions
must be carried on with even great cnergy and activity than
heretojore. In the inferests of work among the masses, the
functions of the international propaganda committees representing
the various branches of production, and their relations 10 the
secrctariats affiliated to the Amsterdam International, must be
more clearly defined.

A large number of organizatory quesiions await solution.
The revolutionary trade union movemeni is, in most countries,
still being run on the old reformist principles. The re-organiza-
tion of the trade unions is (he present practical task of the
international trade union movement. Besides this, highly im-
wﬂant problems of our strike strate y have to be dealt with.

he question of national comflicts within the trade union move-
meat must be solved. We must decide on our future relations 10
the Amsterdam International, and to that Liliputian edition, the
anarchoeyndicalist international. The Central Council will
discuss the stion of combatting fthe penctration of Fascisti
into the trade unions. The revolutionary trade unions must
further devote their attention fo the tion of emigration
among the workers, {0 the working conditions obtaining in the
countries coming in question for the emigrants an to all the

ctical complications entailed. In addition 1o all this, there

16 also on the agenda, the discussion of the work being donc
ls,{ thlf followers of the R.LL.U. in England and in 0-
ovakia.

The commissions will have to deal with the Questions of
the harbour bureaus, of the working conditions among seamen,
of work among women and youth, of the trade umion press and

—

literature, of the system of information and connecti

activity of the followers of the R.LL.U. in America, of l’l;eoim
in Spain, of the work in the Near and Far East, elc. The acti
vity of the various centres of the R.LL.U. (Central Furopea
Butr_uu, Latin Bureau, efc.) will be submitted to special exami.
nation. ’

All this practical work will be further supplemented
a special report on the organizatory form of trade union oppo;{
tion. -

When one considers the number of questions to be soly
by the Central Council it appears cviden? that the Red lmce:
national of Labor Unions has already developed from that
organ for agitation and propaganda which it represented during
the first months of its existence, into an international organiza.
tion which the logic of the struggle confronts with ever new
fasks. ~The decay of the Amsterdam International enhances
the relative imporiance of the R.LL.U., and thus the impending
class conflicts will impose greater responsibility on it,

_During this period of growing influence of the R.L1.[J
a pitiable impression is made by the atfempts -of muddle
headed anarcho-syndicalists to form an independent inter.
national. This luternational is completely independent of every.
body and everything, especially of sound common sense. e
may cite one fact as an example of the vague dreams cherislied
by the anarcho-syndicalists: R
. “The Anarchist Federation of France” made a declara.
fion in the French Committee of Actiom against War Danger
and Fascism, on the occasion of the Russo-English conflict.
This declaration proposed that no support be lent to any of the
states purtlflpqlilelg in the conflict. It demanded that no organi.
zation be admitted to participation in the Commitfee of Actinn,
which “accep!s the standpoint of co-operation of the classes, and
recognizes national defence. From this we see that the anarchisis
wish to persuade the revolutionary workers of France 1o remuain
ssive during the struggle between the Russian revélution and
aglish militarism. The desire felt by the French communisis
and revolutionary syndicalists to join ﬁands with Soviet Russia,
is called co-operation of classes by these confused thinkers; and
they even manage to confound the struggle for existence on the
part of the Russian revolution with the so-called national defence
of the imperialist states. When the French Commiitee of Action
against War Danger and Fascism rejected this counter-revolu-
tionary viewpoint, the anarchisis withdrew from this fighting
organization with demonstrations of protest. This example
proves (o us that there are counter-revolutionary elements among
the anarchist leaders, with whom no common action is possible.
Fortunately, there is a growing inclination to form a united
front with the communisis observable among workers belonging
:9 anarchist,—and especially to anarcho-syndicalist, organiza-
wons.

The growth of the revolutionary trade union movement i3
parily the resull of objective facts, partly the result of the
conscious activity of the Comiatern, the R.L.L.U, and the
organizations affiliated to them. ‘The power of the R.LL.U.
lies in the fact that it always works hand in hand with the
Comintern. A real ﬁfh(ing community has come about between
these two international organizafions, in spite of all the confused
phraseology spread abroad by the anarchists. This fighting
community can only become more closely knit and stronger
daring the forth-coming struggles. Reformism is dying, and
communism is marching with grm steps to take its place!

~
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The Revolutionary Leather Workers
on the Dissolution of the Czech Shoe-
makers’ Union

~ (RILLU.) The Central Committee of the All Russian
Union of Leather Workers issues a Pro(est against {he notorious
coup carnied out by the “democratic’ government of the Czecho-
Slovakian republic against the Red Shoe-Makers’ Union. The
Central Committee regards the social democratic leaders as
responsible, aud expresses the hope that those workers who still
refain their blind faith in these leaders will have their eyes

med by these events, and will recogiize in whose inferests

ir leaders are working. The Russian leather workers call upor
their revolutionary colleagues in-Czecho-Slovakia o carry on tﬁr
struggle as emergetically as ever, despite the dissolution of their

union.

The Intermational Action and Pr anda Comitlee
of the revolutionary leather workers raises- a similar protest, and
calls upon the revolutionary workers of all countries 1o join in this

protest.

IN THE R.LL.U.

The RLL.U. and the Plebiscite
Question in the N.A.S., Holland

After receiving the report on the result of the plebiscite in
the N.A.S. (Dutch Labor Federation), in which the lollowers of
the R.LLM. gained the majority, the Executive Bureau of the
R.LL.U. sends fraternal greetings, on behalf of the revolutionary
unions of all countries, to the proletariat of Holland, which has
chosen the right line of actiom.

In comsideration of the fact that a great part of the
members of the N.A.S. did not take part in the voting on the

uestion: “Berlin or Moscow”, and that a large minority ex-
ressed itself in favor of affiliation with Berhn, and is thus
prepared to split the organization, we declare that:

For the R.LL.U. the unity of the organization is of greater
jmportance than formal affiliation. The Executive Bureau there-
fore proposes to its followers in Holland that they postpone their
organizatory affiliation tq the R.ILL.U. ufitil more unified work is

ible within the N.A.S. It'recommends that the followers of
the R.LLL.U,, in place of the struggle within the organization over
the question: “Berlin or Moscow?"”, devote all their energies
{o winning over the masses, to the sirengthening of the influence
of their organization, and to the revolutionnizing of the members
of the reformist umions.

Moscow, June 5, 1923,

The Executive Committee of the R.ILLU.

THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT
Women in the Russian CP.

By E. Smitten (Moscow).

According to the Party census taken this year, the total
number of mem in the Russian CP. amounted at the beginn-
ing of 1922 to 402,030 members and 112,774 candidates. In this
communist army of more than half a million, the women form
but 2 smalt group of 39,434 members and 9500 candidates. The
women members and candidates in the republics of the Far
Fast and Yakutsk are not counted among these, as no census
was taken here in 1922; the number of women mizmbers and
candidates is estimated at 13,500.

This is a comparatively ver{ small number for a conn@r{
with a female population of 70 millions, and a coustitutiod which

ces no limilation whatever on the political rights of women.
Bl;t the generally low level of education, the lack of achools, the
cramping power of the family and the household, still contimue
to hold women back from participation in public life. However,
even 40,000 womien represent, m a revolutionary proletarian
party, a very considerable force, when we consider the very short
period which the Party has had for winning over these thousands
of women.

At the present time, we possess no exact data on the
gocial pesition of the women withm the whole party; in 70 gou-
vernemenis of Central Russia the women members of the
Russian CP. are drawn from the following social classes: Ox
of 18,945 members of the Party, 7,217 are wage workers; the main
occupation of 8,060 members enables them to be classified under
the employees’ group; 867 come under the peasantry; and 2,801
extremzly " youthful members of the Party, who have not yet
adopted "any profession, stili belong to the miass of students
attending various educational establishments.

\iifh respect fo education; 77% of the tolal women mem-
bers of the Party have received elementary education or home
instruction only; there are some among them who are totally
iMiterate. . o . .

The group of women communists in the Russian CP. is
mainly com of women from the cities. The cities form
that reservoir from which the Party organizations obtaim their
main supplies. The villages, with their mdividualist economics,
supply a much smaller number of communists, male and female
am. But while in the cities, the number of men commmmists is
one and a half times as large as in the villages, the number of
women commumists in the towns is three fimes as large as in the
villages. In the towns the women find themselves in the miidst
olurgmtmdmdulsocialwprk,dqﬂaqdiygghﬂyh degree
of general development. Besides this, it is highly pr that

the fen thousand or more women registered as commumists in
the village muclei, do not belong to t

country origmally.
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With regard {o the distribution of women communists over
the various districts, the absolute and proportional number of
women differ greatly in the various disiricts,

In 12 gouvernements and autonomous districts of industrial

areas in Ceniral Russian there are 14,727 (members and can-
didates counted together) female members — 12.4% out of 118,62,
In the 28 gouvernemenis eic. of the agricultural disiricts of
Central Russia 9161 = 7.7% of the 119,6/2 members are-female,
In the border districis the picture is different. The SSR. Ukraine
does not differ much, having a proportion of 5605 — 7.6% of
female members out of a toiat of 73804 in 12 ﬁouvernemenu;
but in Siberia there are (in 7 gouvernemenis) only 3060 women
- 5.0% among 56,504 members; in Caucasia (7 gouvernements)
1048 — 3.7% women among 44841 members; and in Turkestan
(6 gouvern.) there are only 616 -- 28% of women among
20,053 members.

These figures show that the communist women belonging
fo the Party organizations are divided by their numbers into
two groups. The first é::)lup is formed by the organization of the
40 gouvernements of Central Russia. Here almost 60% of the
fensale memibers of the Party are concentrated. And here the
percentage of womten to the total number of members is the
greatest. The further we are away from the centres and the
nearer the frontiers, the smaller the percentage of women among
the communists, , The number of wonten communists in Caucasia
and Turkestan is especially small. The national composition
of the Party and its scparate organizations is still unknown to
us, but it is cerfam that the small number of women won for the
Party in fhese two districts is due to the national habits and
cusfoms. )

There are eight fernale members to every hundred male in
the Party, and 9 female candidates to every hundred candidates
—that is, among the candidates the perceniage of women is
somewhat greater than among the members. In the towns, this
difference Deiween the comparative number of candidates and
members is even more striking. In the citics there are 10 women
to every hundred men members of the Russian CP. and 14
female candidates to every hundred miale. However, small these
numbers may appear, they at least offer the prospect that the
percentage of women members in the Russian CP. will mcrease
in the immediate future.

1ne lnternational Solidarity of the
Ausiralian Working Women

March of this year there iook place in Melbourne
(Austr:'I‘ia), a Women's Coil ress of the Australian Labor Party
which was aitended by decjegaies from all the states. The
working women’s orgamization of Queensland, which is distin-
guisheg by its special activity, brought several resolutions before
this congress, all of which are permealed with the sphit of
international solidarity. These working women, who are not
communisis, constitute a living witness {o the fact that the idea
of the international proletarian United Front is makin headway.

Among the resolutions submitted were the following:

1. This Congress offers heartiest congratulations to tire
Russian Women Workers on the attainme.it of social and econdmic
equality and on the fact that children and their education lare
receiving the most important consideration of the working-c zxs;
State, instead of forming the ground for retrenchment ":»d
economy, as in all capitalist States. The Women re reser;t
in this Congress realize that only when the workers themselves
control the country and its industries, will they and their childrea
occupy the place m sodcy“;'vht.ch is theirs by right. -

2. This Congress s its deepest sympathies to the lcri
n1an Working Women suffering from the imost horrible efects o
allied militarisar and would remind them that international wor-
king class sofidarity is the only means of escape from the present
S[H‘L’io?r]:?;“gngress sends fratermal greetings to the Japancse
worki}ng women, and begs them to remember that international
working class solidarity provides the only escape from the [‘rfsent
evil system of society, which frequenily forces unwilling slaves
1o shed their blood for the master class on false pretences.

4. This Congress offers its heartfelt symmn to the wo}i"-
king Women of South Africa, who suffered so y during t ccl
recent comilicls with the master class, and wguld beﬁato remin
them in their suffering, that their dear ones will not have dned‘m,.
vain if we all continue loyaldto (m'workmg class principles for

ich faced the gun and gallows. .
e 5. This Congre!o offers itgs heartfelt sympathy to the Halian
Working Women suffering from the frenzied onslaughts of an
mragefmakr class, and would beg to remind them that. inder-
national working class solidarity atords the only hope of eacape.
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6. This Congress, realizing it is a crime to bring children
into the world to suffer from poverty, and all its accompanying
evils, declares its belief in the wisdom and necessity of equipping
every woman with the knowledge of how to control conception
thereby avoiding the burden of intemperate child-bearing, an
the consequent lack of opportunity for mental culture so necessary
to the enjoyment of a full and complete life. -

\ _7.”Queensland Women propose that the Congress select a
commitilee to investigate the law with regard to women and
children, with a view to taking action for ils revision.

8. That a committee of five be appointed to discuss and
report {o the Congress on the Problem of aftracting and inter-
esting young women in the study of social question.

THE YOUTH MOVEMENT

Working Youth! Atfention!

On the 2nd. September 1923
the 9th. international Youth Conference will take place.

Every year the International youth Conference calls upon
the young workers and peasants to take part in' a demonstration.
In this demonsiration the young proletariat of all countries shows
its will 1o break free from iis wretched fate as a beast of
burden for the capitalists and as cannon fodder for their wars.
It declares ruthless war against its tormentors, against the
factory owners and big capitalists, the employers and landowners.
To all the enemies of working youth it reveals the strength
which the working you'h possesses when it marches forward in
revolutionary determination and unity.

The International Youth Conference has become a powerful
weapon, one which the Communist Youth International has
Elaced in the hands of the youthful workers, and has taught them

ow to use against their enemies. The number of fighters
taking part in the Youth Conference has increased from year
to year. It is our task to make their number this year greater
them ever.

Against the attacks of the Fascist bands, against war
danger, against the abolition of the eight hour day, of economic
rights, o{ unemployement benefit.

All these dangers have already been earnestly combatted by
the organizations affiliafed to the CYI, which have thus rendered
help to the youthful workers.

The social democratic youth organizations have refused to
take part in any struﬁgle suggested by the CYI, and at their
Hamburg conference they shunned all thought of mobilizing the
working youth for an economic and puliticanlruggIe, a struggle
for its rjghts.

The CY]I therefore calls upon all youthful workers to gather
together beneath its flag, and appeals to them regardless ot what
their political tendency may be, or whether they be organized or
not, to:

. Take part in the world /iglm‘ng conference of the Working
Youth, in the 9th Internatonal Youth Conference!

Rally up from every town and from every village, and

join the army of the fighting Comumunist Youth International.

Executive Committee of the Communist Youth International.
Moscow, June 20, 1923.

IN SOVIET RUSSIA

The Soviet and the Peasant

The Decree on the Unified Agricultural Tax.
By Ivon Jones (Moscow).

L

Every day the Moscow newspapers give reports of the
frospe(‘!s for the next harvest, which appear to be increasingly
avorable as the summer progresses.

This year's harvest is being produced under altogether
new conditions. A new spirit pervades the village. New
relations are created between the city and the country, between
the town proletariat and the peasantry.

It was Lenin himse who,, at the beginning of the year,
first poimted out how the link between the proletariat and the
peasant could be sirengthened. He proposed that every branch
of the Farly in the towns should take over responsibility for the
cultural needs of a village or volost. This idea has since been
faken up on a very wide scale, and not only Party branches, but

—

factories have also “ adopted ” villages, supplving not only books
newspapers, and: propaganda material, bu!7 repairing the plougis
and harrows of the. village, . Smeichka ” (Lenin’s word jor
“Link” or bond with the peasaniry), has become a genery
slogan. And now, when workers are everywhere going off :o
the country for their annual holidays, they go armed by their
Branch secretary with propaganda material’ and information abo ¢
the New Unilied Agricullural Tax.

Trotsky not lon, aﬁo referred to the difficult sifuation f
the peasant owing o the low price of bread compared with :he
prices of industrial products. He said that the ideologi al
“ Smeichka ¥ must have an economic basis. This economic ba.is
has been enormously sirengthened by the recent decree on ihe
unification of all the taxes on the peasantry into one annual ay ..
cultural {ax.

Up to the Twelfth Congress .of the Communist Party ihe
peasants, in addition to the tax in kind, were levied a series f
other laxes for local and central needs. The peasants complained
that harvest came only once a year, but the tax collector called
in and out of season. 'And this caused them considerable incou-
veniencé and no liftle irritation,

. The Party Congress adopted the principle of the One
Unified Tax; and the Government Decre¢ Kas since been issued,
The peasant will pay a {ax once a year only from his harves
All other paymen(s which the volost or the village may require
for local needs rank only as “collections”. All taxes on the
peasantry, except the Unified Agricultural Tax, are declared
1llegal. Percentages will be retained by the Provincial Sovie's
for Schools, hospitals, bridges and roads.

The new tax has ceased to be essentially a Tax in Kin..
The right ig given to ever{ peasant fo pay i money accordiny
to the official prices fixed lor wheat and rye uniis. But the tax
is nevertheless fixed in units of wheat and rye, according to the
prevailing crop in the locality. Certain areas will be marked ot
where the fax will be payable only in cash; that is, in industrial
provinces where the peasant can quickly realise on his harves:
Other provinces will pay partly in cash and partly in kind. Thus
the transition is begun of a gemeral cash payment of taxc:.
Meanwhile the payment in kind is stil mnecessary for ihe
convenience of many peasants, and also in order to supply the
reeds of the Red Army and the Children’s Homes, thus saving
the Government from having to compete in the market for prime
necessaries. s

The Tax in Kind imposed a certain amount of compulsion
on the peasant o produce the specific products required by the
Government. The new decree removes the last vestiges of
compulsion. The peasant is given full freedom to choose the
crop which appears to him the most lucrative.

“ Ability to Pay ".

In the Decree on the Unified Tax the principle of “ ability
fo pay” is given ideal form. No less that 396 categories o!
taxpayers have been fixed according to their abilily to pay. This
looks very complicated. But the principle is so simple that every
peasant can see from the table to what category he belongs.

First of all, the decree starts olf with the number of
“eaters ” in a family. That is, the tax is less as the number of
‘“ealers " per dessyalin is more. Thus we have mine grades of
taxability. starling with farms of a quarter ol a dessyatin ner
‘“eater ¥ up to farms with three dessyatins and over per ‘‘ eater’

Then we have four vertical divisions. Poor peasants with
out working animals or horned cattle must obviously pay less.
Thus, column one shows taxpayers without horned cattle, column
two, those with one cow, and so on. Thus we have a table with
36 (9X4) categories of taxpayers.

But suppose the harvest is poor. Or suppose that it is .
very good one. Obviously you cannot fake so many puds of
wheat off a dessyalin of bad harvest and good harvest altke. So
we are given eleven grades of crops, starting from crops
up to 25 puds per dessyatin, up to crops of over 101 puds per
dessyatin.

And so the above little table of 36 categories is repeated
eleven times, making 396 arguments against the tyranny of formal
democracy. .~ (=" '

- For example, one sees at a glance that a family withou!
cattle, with half a Gessyatin of land per eater, and less than
35 puds of crop pep-dessyatin, pays no tax at all. And a simila:
family with a quarfer of-a dessyatin of land per eater is exempted
from tax right up to a crop ol 45 puds per dessyatin; and even
when it has a crop of 50 puds per dessyatin it only starts: paying
at the rate of ten pounds of—rye per dessyatin; whefeas its
neighbour with a similar crop having more than four. cows and
more 'than three dessyating per eater, pays a tax of 13 puds,
25 pounds per dessyatin. : -

Looking down fhe columns we see that the highest.amoun
paid by the poorest category is five puds per dessyatin, Tha'

—

occurs. when it has a crop of more that 100 puds dessyatin.
With a croplike this the highest category pays a mﬁf %:x:uds,
10 pounds per dessyatin, — about a quarter of the crop. s

Of course, it must not be forgotten that this includes not
only tax, but actually rent of land, which belongs to the people
as a whole. In fact, here we have the Single Tax for the first
time npphed, not as a pamcea for all the ifls of society, but as
the partial measure that it really is.

The Third Convenant.

Kamenev has called this new Unified Tax the Third Great
Covenant of the pyoletariat with the peasantry. The first was
the October Covenant socialising the land. Then came the 1921
covenant inaugurating the New FEconomic Policy with the Tax
in Kind; and now the Unified Agricultural Tax, abolishing the
last vestiges of expropriatory measures towards the peasants.

To those whose mrinds are still dominated by utopian
conceptions of Socialism, these fhree covenants represent stages
through wirich the tide of revolution has rolled backward. To
the petty bourgeois Socialist, whose class is pressed down by the
money lender, money is naturally the root of all evil. And the
transition of Soviet economy from simple barter and transactions
in kind seem to him and to the uninitiated bourgeois to be steps
backward from Socialism,

But the first period of the New Economic Policy has taught
the Communist that the momey system, when controlled by a
Proletarian Stafe, is one of the most useful devices known to
social science. Without it no adequate system of accounting and
control can be thought of. And if money, with all ils conconntants
of banking, taxation, etc., becomes under a capitalist government
the agent of capitalist accumulation, leading 1o vast combines
controtling the lives of millions for L)rivate profit; so, under a
proletarian regime, this same nioney, hitherto so much maligned,
through Soviet in(fuslry, Soviet banks and Soviet taxes, becomes
the agent of Socialist accumulation, leading all surplus wealth
into the service of the proletariat. '

The writer met a comrade the o:her day who belonged
1o an agricultural commune. He was one of a deputation to the
Commmissary of Lands, and was in a cheerful mood. This depu-
iation bore documents from the Provincial Soviet showing that
the Commune had stuck together through the supreme test of the
Gireat Famine. The Comumssary of Land had on the strength of
thig given a cheque on the State Bank for a loan to the commune,

secured on the movable property—1lo comstruct an irrigation
system which would increse the prosperity of the comnune five-
fold, This is one of the many ways in which Soviet finance is
helping the growth of Socialist production.

Is the Land Really Socialised?

The question that most often arises in the mind of the
Communist abroad is: How far is the principle of the Socialisation
of the Land a real one; or how far has this principle been made
merely nominal by the inveterate private property instincts of (he
peasants?

Answers to this question crowd upon {he mind as one
reads the handbook on the Land Code, recently issued by the
Land Department in the form of simple questions and answers
for the sants.

The Henry George theory of the Single Tax, which gought
to prove that free land was the only remedy for social inequahity,
has been concretely disproved in Russia. e Russian peasantry
has free land. But free land has not abolished classes within the
peasantry, and a state of friction exists between the various strata
of poor, middle and “kulak” peasants. The vital difference
between them is mot in the area of land they occupy, but in the
movable capital, implements, horses and cattle which they own.
I'he “horseless "’ peasantry is a term often used for the big mass
of poorer peasants standing solidly behind the Soviets. Recently
there was a congress of these propertyless peasants in the
Ukraine organised the Party. )

While the Soviet Govermment has to allow the conditions
causing this eoonomic-"St’ruﬁgIe (free trade and exchange, even the
right of tHe “kulaks ” to hire labour, efc.), in order to develop
production, at the same time it takes part in this struggle on the
side of she poorer peasants by mobilizing them into political activity,
urging them ‘on by propaganda and stimulative legislation 1o
stand up, or anise, co-operate, unite against the samre * kulak”
class ch Hw Soviet must perforce alfow to exist by the very
character of the system. .

And what 49 the grand weapon at the command of the
poorer peasantry in this n(m?gle? The Social ownership of land.
And the, struggle leads directly towards the social use of land as

its inevitable solution. The hope of the poorer peasants is in
communal .production. And for this the whole machinery of the
C-ovemment,‘ its finances, banks, co-operatives, organisers, are at

their disposal, as soon as they can muster up sufficient spirit of
organisation and co-operation to bredk with their old individual-
istic form of uction and march forward. The Kulak clags is
strongest in the Ukraine. A report in the “ Pravda” in March
menfioned the enormous gro of collective farming in that

area, and placed the number of Agricultural collectives at no less
than four thousand. '

Only the Proletariat can free the Land.

But free land is a mere day-dream without the Dictatorship
of the proletariat. In a government of Bankers or even in a
government of peasants, “1iree land” can only mean freedom to
sell to the highest bidder or mortgage up to the biggest
moneylender. .

Marx's “Eighteenth Brumaire’ describes how the
Feasanlry of France had been wholly mortgaged up to Paris
inance, and therefore did what Paris finance bade them to, namely
to vote the third Napoleon into power.

Encompassed by capilalist states, it is clear {hat the peasant
can only remain a free peasant by leaming upon the proletariat
by supporting a regime which denies the very principle of
peasant economy and all privale property economy for its basis.
I'he Land Code lays it down clearly for peasanis and “nepmen”
alike to understand that no one can sell, give, mortgage, or
bequeath land, and that all such acts are not only void but
pumnishable. '

Neither ‘can any peasant having right o land as a nrember
of a village communily waive such right in any ones favour for
any valuable consideration whatsoever.

The new bourgeoisie would like to get its roots inlo the
land as the one g'rang immovable security. In every transaction
between him and the peasant involving the need for credit, the
uepman is brought up against the Social Ownership of land. No
People’s Court would recognize a bond on the land. Rather it
would punish the bondholder.
peasants and poor peasants too interested in their common right
to the land to allow such a deal to go through unchallenged. Thus
the New Economic Policy has strengthened the principle of
the Social Ownership of land.

But the peasants need for credit must be met. And the
Proletarian Government is itself stegping into the place of the
moneylender by the formation of Peasant Credit Banks with
capital runming into millions of gold roubles, in which the State
institutions are the largest shareholders, drawing in also a certain
amount of shares from the savings of the peasants and the
“nepmen”, who in this and other ways are made to feed the
State Bank of the Soviet with their surpluses.

According to the Land Code, the land of a ‘“‘dvor” or farm
belongs to every member of the family and not to the head of the
family onz. All ages and sexes have their share of the land,
although they only enter into full rights of dlsposmgeol it al the
age of eighteen. The name of the mamager must registered
with the %’illa e Soviet. It is not an immutable rule fhat the
father of the family shall be the manager of the farm. If the
other memnibers of the family have reason 1o complain that the
farm is suffering from chronic mismanagement, another member
of the family of either sex, may be -appointed. .

Three years disuse of land means forfeiture of all righs to
it. A wile marrying into a family thereby acquires her right to
a share of the land, (relinquishing her portion in her old home
if any). There is no distinction of sex in any provision of the
code. In fact there is an explicit provision against any sex
distinction in the apportioning out of land. )

It can be hmagined what a powerful lever all this must
be against the old patriarchal tradition of the peasant, even though
it may remain as yet more or less unobserved. The Proletarian
State, which enforces the principle of the Social Ownership of
land, standing on the side of the youth, and furnishing financial
credit so sorely needed by the peasant, will sooner or later
impose its whole moralily upon the life of the Russian peasantry,
“the ruling ideas of any age’" said Marx, “are only the ideas of
the ruling class ”. And the Soviet rouble, although the emblem,
“workers of the world unite”, owing to the exigencies of trade
agreements, no longer appears upon it, must inevitably be a
powerful factor in spreading the Soviet ideal. The great ferment
of change among the peasantry has undoubtedly begun.

I3

In the Moscow Silk-Factory
By I. Strasser. .

Belore the War, the Moscow Silk-Factory employed 5,000
hands, now only 1,000 are working there, 700 women and 800 men,

The machinery is intact, but raw materials are lacking. It is .

expected, however, soon o, increase the number of workers by

And there is a mass of young

S
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45 %, because, in of the concentration of the indusiry
in the biggest and best equipped mils, there will be more raw-
maierial available in the near luture.

It is just at the interval for as we cmter, under the
guidance olja kindly member of the Commitice, and are first
conducted into the cuttage of the former director, now the Infanis’
rome and Kindergarten. The Kindergarien drildren, 60 m
number ranging irom ihe age of 1 o B years, are just bewy
served with the famous Russian beet-soup. They are not herded
in one place, bul disiributed in parties oi filteen in comfortabe
and spacious rooms. With their bright red pmalores and their
bobbed hair they give the impression of being wellied and
kealthy.

| he pretty drawings and fancyful silboueties om the walls,
the models in the glass-cases, the muolinude of flower-pots hefore
the windows, and above all the tree and easy, yet orderly conduct
of these lile folk; show thar tis Kindergarien m ““Reil
Moscow " can compete, as to tasic and meihod, with any of
these unfortunately few first-class mstitutes of s kind 0
Western Fur Children are kept here flor 4 years, the older
ones are tanght reading and writing. in the aiternoon they are
Ful fo sleep m comforiable little camp-beds, and in the evemng
after the factory is closed the mothers will come 1o
take them home. The upper storcy is the doamin of the smaller
babies, up to ihe age of three, of which there are 53 at present.
Up 0 now, accosding o the reports ot the female drrector, every
child o uld be admrited, if the mothers so wished.

P vervihing heve 1s as clean as clean can be, and all hygien.
measures arr bemng strictly observed. from the neat, whitc-
crameiled beds 1o (e lavatonies for ihe babies who can taddie
about. We are shown o ihe Infanis’ Nursery, v.here several
mothers are just nursimg their children, as they aie each given
half an hours’ nierval three himes a day tor the purpose of jeedmg
them. One of these miothers, lollowwng us ouf, with a happy
smitle assures ns that the hitle omtes a:e most wumndesfuolly raken
care ol here.

ITwo thirds of the workers live in the honies astached o
the {actory, each fammly occupying ome room. There are two
very large dormitories for onrmarried women, and two for the
smgle men. The women's halls with (he bhig beds covered with
lzncy coverlets and eiderdowns, the many small tables and trunks,
look very gay but perfecily ndy. * ihere i3 not moch spare room
at the disposal of each person. though much more than thare
was lormerly 7, we are told by owr gmde. * At the time when
this factgrv was a private concern ”. he says, * these g halls
looked as cheerless as anv barrack, while now every womman may
arrange her corner according ‘0 her own tastes and inchinations
He s right in so far, that they have succeeded in nmalang thesc
communal quariers much more comlortable, vet one has to think
how mch happier each of these women, some of whom aie
already of an advanced age, would feel, i she had .
home of her own, were it ever so small. to live in ail by herse!f
and undisiurbed by oithers. The housing-question is a bitter
fact, and one not to be neglecied, prognad by the sins of
capitalism, and which, even ;Ecre the proletariat has conquered
power, and used it to expropriate the owners of villas and
mansions, can-only be ameliorated s ep by step.

In the lower part of the house are the laundry and the kot
chen. There are some female cuoks preparing the food which the
workers bring with them. Adjoining these rcoms is the Theatre
Hall. A fine, large room with a real stage. The library, gym
nasium with co::rkte apparatus, and some “drawing-rooms”
where the nwen and women may spend their leisure hours are 1
the “villa” of the former proprietor. The library is as yet a
rather pcor ome. There cerfaimnly 1s a lot of Marxist literature,
bul beside it a heap ol [rench novels. which of course, are i
no use whateven to the workers. (X all the workers w the factory,
only 70, we are tokd, are illtterale and 50 of these are already
enrofled for the reading and writing lessons.

Meanwhile the lunch-hour is over, and we are shown ihe
silk-weaving work-shops. In the first room, where the silk 15
beirg prerared, we find many young girls of from 14—J8 years
among the workers. They ¢ W 4 hours a day. In the
morning they aitend a vocational school for 4 hours, Most of
them are organized i the Communist Youth groups. Among the
women there are only 00 Comymmists. This 1s considered to be
due to the faci that miost of them are of am advanced age already.
Front the spooling-room we proceed to the weaving-room, where
the shuttles are flying hither and thither. But, alas, many of the
miachines are idle. And yet, what a place this would be, {0 stay in
all day, with al} the machinery whirting and husmmnting. "f’ormerly",
we are told by the foreman of this department, and before the
machinery was worked by electric power, “the din was , snuch
worse”, The amaunt of sitk produced in the factory is bales,
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each containing 60 archines, per day. P , a8 it afl this weny
his own work, the old foreman of the last rtment sbows g
the wonderfnily fine woven fabrics, the deficate, tramsparent veily
the heavy damasks, the shimmmermg raw-silks.

Now 2 last survey of the drying department. A whole Toom
is out of me here. There are po dye-stufis 10 be had. There 4
only a small imrort from Germany and the goods imposted ap
said to be of inferror qualily mostly. The work i this depan.
ment seems 1o he the most difficult and the most unhealih.
is only men that are !mvluz here, and they are allowed a | 1ger
hiohday than the rest, while they alse receive 2 pints of ik
every day.

A remarkable fact is that tie piece-work system has rot beey
adopted lor this factory. The production, however, is reporie
nsing from month fo month, and (he productivily of each worke
15 [ust as hagh as before the War.

THE UNITED FRONT |

Sieps towards the United Front
in Austiria

By Jolizracs Werthsim (Vienna).

ihe Austrian workers were much amazed 1o hear of Ot
Baver’s otterance in Hamburg, fhat ** We in Central Eavope are
forced to oppose the bnital force of the Fascist orgamizations by
the selidefence organizations of the proletanal. an appeal
to democracy is wseless. we must oppose force by force ”.  Hag
not Bawer been the mest cloquent champion of democracy: did
not he and his confederates soppress every revolutionary move.
ment in the working class m the revelutionary days and m fhe
years following ? wi lie not * persuade ” fhe workers, oniv 2
few days before the Hamburg comference, only to employ demo
cratic mathods? While Otto Bawer was discussing fhe spread of
Fasctsm in Central Furope, 2 social democratic railwayman,
active worker in the revelwrtionary oppesition was st
down c?: a Fascist mwrederer. The Austrian ing poeple
accepted the sympathy expressed the Hamburg congress, i
the hope that these words of condolence signified 2 simulaneous
declaration of war on the bourgevisie. And Seitz actwafly did
hastenr from Hawturg, and ventured to declare, over the corpe
of Camrade Still, tfre second vietim of Fascism within so shori a

time, that: ““Austrra is not a cowmrtry of Fagcism. We rereat
whit we have always mamiamed: we will realize socialism hy
democratic means. Representatives of the * opposition i

of the railwaymen 7 and of the commmumisi rarly were mof allowed
to be presenl. The working masses, who, the day before had
acrompauied their martyr on his last ymmx in military pro-
cession, were disappointed to read that comrade 3till had merely
been struck down by the erring bullet of some criminal.

The working masses believed that they would be sunmmoned
to battle agamst Fascism i Austria. Buf the social democras

begged the tourgeoisie nof fo take fhe indignatioa of the workig

class too serionsly.

The bourgeoisie set to work with more seriousness and
set purpesz 1o develop the plan by whnch Ausiria's economrics are
to be placed on a sound basis. fransforming the once com-
letely proletarian army mto a pillar of the te govermme:!
it 13 intended to remder it nossible 10 force further
reductions m wages, the abofition of fhe wages index, the feny-
thening of the working day, and the comtinued subjecuon
200000 starving memmployed.  Although, at the moment, 'h¢
frout fighters and hooked cross gocietres are not appearmg
fhe scene with thar mdependeni armed demonstrations, nl
though they may not now anmowmce their fieldd days m advanc
ofill they 2re having their troops marched omt m closed '
mations, as for instance in 5alzburg on the pretext of celebrain
a "Re-Union Festival” where the remmanis of the monarch:s
regiments defiled before the decorated ls, and the soc
dentocrats issued the watchword: Comra close your windows.
and do not stand still during the procession! The ecclesiastil
celebrations, sach as the (gnrpus Christi processions, offerad
gﬁar occasions for demonsirations by fhe Aastrian Whi'o

ards and Fascisti, and evem members of fhe regular forces
g' in an appearance at thesc affairs. These last werc in art
or bribed nto taking part—in impoverished Ausiria a glisi
of beer and a few sausages are oflen sufficient for flis— or they

were forced into it by threals of military pumishment, of
even discharge from fhe army. Thus the :ﬁeged tical
“ army fedesation ” has succeeded, within a compa short
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fime, in gainmg such a2 powerful foethold in the army that at
jis last delegate conference it was able umanimously 1o ynomin-ic
Vangoin, the Christian Socialist war minister, 1y most
hated by the soldiery, as honorary member, and could choose the
most prominent members of the governmeat fo give the welco-
miog speeches. These, especially the federal chancellor Seipel,
defivered ontspoken Fascist addressis, and stated that the results
of the revolution in fhe have now been alisost entirely
overcome.  The goveramnt will mot {2il to continue this Hpe
of proocedure. armiy will once more woon fall inte accord
with the traditions of the old armiv. On this the representative
of the (roops made the following declaration: ~ The army league
hes gained fhe confidence of the nou. Marxian partics; we shall
defend our mative country agamms! the ememw at home”. Hand
in hand with this we have 5\( diciphnizing of the social demo-
crats aud commmumists, who are punished, or even disiniss>d from
the army, for reading the Arbeifcr 7eitung or the Kofen [ahne
even oufside of (he barracks, or for wearing  the Soviet saar
erem on their avilian clothes

Never has reaction worked witll such rapsdiny as now.

Amd the more haste shown by the goveroment and bourgeoisie,

the slower amd less eificent docs the resistauce of social demo-
aacy and the trade waion burcaucray becomne. To be sure,
2 pseudo-s le is being carried ou i parliament for the
mustenance of the wages mdex and the aght hour day, but in
actwal fact, the wishes of the bourgeoisic are being iu{{ilkd by
the comcdusion of quarterly collective agreemenis amuug the metal
workers, the provisious ol which are determinative for the regula-
tion of wages im o her branches of wdusiry, The working masses
are imdsgnamt. Sl they cling 16 the firmly established rock
of sodial democracy, and wail for their leaders 1o call upon tsem
to delend thomselves. The multitudes of the starving Austriau
projetariat know that (bey, the sodal democrats and commumnists,
will fight snccessfully when wiited x ome fromt. la hendreds
of mexiings held workers in every Irade, especially among
the buiddiug, metal, aod frars: ort workers, 15 0 be heard. the
all for the united fronmt Inrumcrable resoluizons have |oen
mssed by thousands of workers. demanding the convocation of
a mational shop siewards congress

The manifestos issved by the Berhin conference of the
Ressiza a0d Amsterdam transport workers organizations, which
were wot accorded one word of reference in the Austnian sodal
democrafic and trade umion press, just as in the same way the
atitude adopted by Fimmen Lz been completely concealed from
the masses (and | immen is personafly known to every worker
in Ausiria thipugh the groat moctives hedd by him thore of late
years). these maniiestes have called forth (he pgreatest joy
and complete agroemont among the workers. now ihat the com-
sawis’s and revoluwtionary trade vmion bloc has succeeded in
making them known. The united will to fight is becaming more
tad more apparent. In this sitwation the Commumst Party
a social democratic party, the trade umion commis-
mon, and the unions of the metal workers, railwaymen. comumerce
and transport workers, with the propesal that a joint body be
set wp on Austrian soil as had been done in Bertin on inter-
mational fknes—for cembatfing Yasasm and War Danger. The
Awstrian sodal democrats dechined. They wrote as follows:
“In common with the trade umon commission, and with the
mmons of the metal workers, raitwaymen, commercial and trans
port workers, we beg to ebserve thal she social demoecrat parly
of Austria is able, in accordance with its program and organ-
rafiom, to fulfil every political task winch 11 1s called upon to
bulfil against War Danger and Fascism. We declare quite
plainly that we see in this summons 1o the jormation of a common
commuftee of action agamst Fasasm and War Danger nothin
more or less than a attempt at the already sufficently wn-lﬁ
kmown commumnist swindie of the united front. We know that the
Commuttees against Fascism and War Dan are merely the
sew signboards bemeath which the busmess of united front tactics
is to be carried on at present on interuational lines ™.

It 1s still possible for the socal democratic party of Austria
10 mnzlead a pumber of their confidence nien, and to induce them
1o believe (hat the commmunists omly intend a dvceptive manoeuvre,
But afier Seipel's scourge has ialfcn heavily on the backs ol the
working class, that scourge which social democracy has helped
to make, then the umited Iront of the workers will become a
reality, whether the social democratic party leadership will it or
®0f. The Awstrian working masses will (hen no loager permit
thems:lves {0 be led 2strag by Oito Bauer's eloquence in Hamburg,
®or scothed by Seitz's smooth phrases ia Vienma; the first shot
fired by the army agains! striking workers or uremployed will
-lk‘ﬁe umited frout of fhe fighting prolelariat in Awustria an
dctual fact. .

—_—

FASCISM

7
Fascist Democracy”
The new project for Flectoral Reform im Itaty.
By Ravetti (Turin).

Before the war, the rarliamentary elections in Italy were
conducted on the old clectoral system, with smafl efectorat
disiricts, each district sending its deputy, and the local chiques
geaerally contriving to distort the expression of the popular will.
At the elections held im 1919 a2 new Jaw was in force, based om
the proporfional representation system, with lists of candidates
for the separate parties, aud large electoral districts, each
sendiog a pumber of deputics. The new eral suffrage taw
was lo be 2 reward to the masses of 1§:npeq)’m for their
sufferings and sacrifices during the war. A1 this clecion in
1V10, carred on with the slogan: “Down with war”, the socia-
lists gaimed 156 seals.

Italy’s new rulers. tfie Fascisti, were however not satisfied
with this sufirage. Yascism neels a new sufirage, one permitting
it to reccive the fargest number of votes and yet keep up the
appearance ol sirict legality; euabling it at the same timr io
keep the so-called anti-national partics entirely out of the parlia-
meal. aud to Lt the old so-called democratic partics to a very
smali nusiber of scais. The new electoral reform Lill, which has
boen drafted and agreed w by Mussolini and the minisieriaf
counal, is on these lmes.  The aew electoral sy steru is also based
on proportional represeniation, but, at the same tume, is so
arranged, that the will of the people cannot fiud expression. The
majority party (and the Fasasti present their Rst from the very
beginnmg as the majority list) is ailotied three quarters of the
fotal seats i1 any case The remainder of the seats are divided
among the minority partics: Popolari, democrals, radicals, re-
pubficans, sociahists, and comammists. 1o this manner afl oppo-
sition is split up beforehand. 2 la Stambulinsky, and condemued
to parbamentary imrmﬂxt. The law further prescribes that m
every farge electoral district every hist of party candidates must
be signed by 1500 electors. Tle sigmature the elector must
be accompansed by exact statements of his name, occupation, and
residence. 1 we assume that laly 1s divided into 20 large
clectoral districts, and that 2 proletarian parties take part in the
election, 00,000 signatures of socialists and comsmunisis
would have to be found. It mus! be remembered how many com-
mumists and sodialists are in prison or in exile, and how ?ifﬁmlt
it would be to find 40 public notaries willing to certify the election
lists"of the proletarian parties. Above all, under the preseat
reign of White Terror, no leaders of a proletarian party cam
deriand from ther followers that they stand for their political
convictions by the public statement of their names, occupations
and residence, thus exposing themselves to Fascist vengeance.
The Fascst press makes no attempt 10 conceal its nakicious satis-
faction at this fact, and admuts the main object of the new
sufirage system to be a blow at the anfinational parties. But
the Fascistt are mistaken if they thmk that they can silence the
voice of the proletariat in this nmanner. The partiament without
msiﬁon, such as will probably be brought together bw the new

oral system, will be 2 body without a soul, and will represent
in aclual practice a mere reflection of the supreme Fascist coundl,
aa instrumen{ in the haads of capitalism for (e suppression of
the proletariat  And if the Fascisti think thal the proletariam
movemeni is dead, they are again mistaken. Beneath the ashes of
reaction, the flame of revolutive will break forth more brightly
than ever, when thr given moment comes!

[ IN THE INTERNATIONAL
The Communist Party of Roumania

By Al Badulescu (Bucarest).

The flames of the Russian October revolution have thrown
their gleams upon the path troddun by the working people of
Roumania. But the difficuitics have teen enotmous, the resistamoe
of the social democratic leaders almost iavincible. It was mot
until May 11, 1921, that the cougress of the socialist party
resolved on affiliation with the Gotmmunist international, and on
the alteration of the aame of the pariy mto * sozialist com-
zumist party’, afler the “pure” social dumocrals had leit the
ranks of thé party. The “cenirists” decided to remaim in the
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machine guns began to play their part. The bourgeoisie arrested
all those participators ‘in the congress who had voted without
reservation for affiliation with the Comintern. 1t held up the
political movement in the whole country, in this mannef pre-
venfing the advance of the Roumanian prolefariat, and thus in-
fluencing ils actual attitude towards the Comintern.

'ﬁle struggle of the Roumanian workers for their rcvolu-
lionary organizalion has been a painful and arduous one, Be-
trayed at the first moment of its existence, the proletarian
movement in Roumania had to suffer suppression and persecution
during the peasants revolution in the year 1907, and the {ragedy
ol the war of 1916. Within less than one year, war and discase
reduced the population of Roumania by more than 800,000,
Aniong these there were many of our leaders: Marinescu (secre-
tary ()hhc Party), who fell in the {renches; Dr. Ottoi-Caliu émem-
ber of the CC), who died of spotted fever; Max Vexler (Party
theoretician), who was shot on the orders of the Bratianu govern-
ment, and many others.

The Parfy, thus deprived of its best forces, was not only
unable {o ward off the constant hail af blows dealt by the Rou-
manian bourgeoisie, but was not even able to repair with suffi-
cient rapidity the damgﬁdone by these blows. The struggle was
rendered “even more..dutficult. by the. partially Htlegal communist

ropaganda, carried cn’at a time when it was not yet nectssary
F]Q 0--1020), as this provided the government with the oppor-
tunity for carrying on repressions. This activity at the wrong
time had the effect that we lost other excellent comrades, as for
instance, Al. Constaptinescu, who succeeded, after being condem-
ned {o decades of penal sservitude, in escaping from prison and
taking refuse in Soviet Russia. The great error of this activity
did not become apparent until laler on, after the general strike
of October 1920, when all possibility of public activity was at an
end and there was an almost fotal lack of suitable forces for
carrying on illegal activity.

§u1 it was found possible to overcome even these difficul-
ties. After the prisons were filled with thousands of workers,
the bourgeoisie suddenly found a new adversary in the youthful
workers, who determined to advance along the same path marked
with the sufferings of whole generatioms. At the conference held
at Ploesti on October 3. and 4., there came into existance the
Communist Party, the Party of the working class; many comrades
had meanwhile been released from the prisons, the shameful
proceedings instituted agninst them having completely coll;Psed.

At that time the “centrists” were no longer in the Party.
Beneath the sheltering wings of the government, and with the
aid of the police apparatus, they considered themselves in a

sition to draw over to iheir side the workers devoted fo the
ideal of proletarian emancipation. But from the very beginning
they had to admit that they were Ltut voices crying in the
wilderness and they succeeded in gaining no following among the
workers whatever. Today our “centrists”, as is the case almost
everywhere else, are united to the social democrats and, full of
seli-delusions, took par{ in the wedding tour 1o Hamburg!

The Commumist Party is going ahead! Today it is more
powerful than ever, although the activity permitted it is scarcely
more than semi-legal —and even then extremely. limited —, and
although it is severely persecuted by the lawlcasiess and hate ot
ht bourgeoiSie. The imunlist Party of Roumania is prohibited
Trom any public activity. It is not even allowed to hoid
meetings among its members. The communist press and lite-
‘fature are only free in certain paris of the country. But despite
all this, its influence is spreading further and deeper into the
working masses; the workers organized in the trade unions listen
eagerly to the slogans issued by the Party, and the enthusiasm and
faith in the Communist International,” as the sole leader of the
world revolution, is growing from day to day.

The Communist Party of Roumania is not yet firmly con-
_s_olida!ed. It is not yet so well established as its sister parties
in the West and in the Balkans. The young Communist Party of
Roumania has_still many tasks to Tulfil—in organization, in
agitation, and in propaganda—and it will fulfil them to the ama-
zement of all ifs enenties! - !

IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES

Does the Polish Socialist Parity ac
as Police-Spy? '
By N. Ulan (Warsaw).

In Poland this question has already been decided. All
class-conscious workers kiow the answer, many to their own
cost. Over and over :lFain, the indzxxndent labor " press

n

lished documents, which fully prove that members of the
.S.P. work, with the tacit consent” of the highest party

“tariat, which, so it is alleged; iz’ up in-a¥me- against the

—

authorities, in the ‘“Defence” Spy Service. But abroad fhe
P.S.P. has obstinately denied all guilt, speculating, in accordance
with -its time-wornt - practice, upon the ignorance of foreign
counfries concerning Polish affairs. ,

This time, however, the P.S.P. has had bad luck. The
Vilna Przcglad Vilenski, one of the principal organs of the Poligh
Left Bloc, on June 10. contained a leader with the title: “The
Regeneration of the Left.” This article examines the causes of
the defeat of the Left Bloc in Poland and ascribes this defeat to
demoralization. The leader contains the following passage:

“Is it not a phenomenon indicative of deep demoralization,
that former revolutionaries and conspirators foday do secre
rolice service? Almost every department of the “Defence” wag
and still is full of sympathizers and even active members of the
P.S.P. and “Vyzod)enie" (left peasant party—N.U.). It i
natural and obvious that many a former enthusiast for liberty
has succumbed {o an evolution of his convictions and taken a
liking to his new position, changing from a hunted and persecuied
victim imto a zealous servant and defender of the system of
:J;prcssion. Such people can no longer be counted as “lei(”, .

e have been in a position to observe a queer
mixture of staff shoulder straps and badges (This refers to
the 1*aders of th! P.S.P, they “wr. nearly ‘dll officers of the
“Young” Polish Army, for instance, the P.S.P. deputies
Moraczevski (Major),  Javorovski (Captain), Liebermann
Lieutenant, who }ought as a volunteer in the war against

ussia), the fallen deputy Napiorkovski- (Lieutenant), eic,
etc.—N.U.). .We have very ofien observed the exchange of the
military uniform for the miljtary blouse, so that one neéver knew
with whom, at a given movement, one had to deal, with a
representative of the authorities or with a provocateur, etc.”

So states -the Przeglad Vilenski. 1t js not a Communist or
a hostile source of information; as it happens the glad tidings
come from the P.S.P.’s own camp, as an expression of repentance.
Repentance, alas, comes too late. These genflemen wish to make
a virtue of the necessity of stopping the process of demoralization,
But the new Government has been orechand with them in
filling every sinecure, and the gentlemen of the “left” find
themselves everywhere supplanted, the “ Defence” not excepted.
Hence this awa{(ened conscience and repentance.

We recommend the Executive of the “united” International,
formed recently at Hamburg, and, above all, we recommend Fritz
Adler to procure the paper we have cited, to inquire of the P.S.P.
concerning the truth of the sfatemenis made, and to see that the
present enforced retirement of the P.S.P. people from the
“ Defence” is made permanent. .

And should the leaders of the Workers’ “ Socialist ” Inter-
national be ot the opinion, that it does not become a ‘“Socialist”
Party to act as-agent provocateur, should they desire, further,
to appoint a commission of inquiry into the case of the P.S.P,
then the Red Trade Unions in Po{and, the C.P. of Poland, and
the Ukrainian Social Democracy in the Polish districts will all.
be in a_position 1o lay before such a commission very interesting
and voluminous material.

. The workers of Poland are vitally interested in such an
mquizy; it would aléo be interesting for the imternation l‘%olc-
ont- -

munist afrocitiés” in Russia.

Special Notice

As we have severed our connection with the Banking
House of Bett-Simon and Co., Berlin, and with all its Agents
abroad, we request those of our readers who have hitherio
remitted their subscriptions through this channel, no longer to
pay in their subscriptions to the various banks whose names were
Er:viousl{ given, but to send them to us by cheque direct 10

rlin. This discontinuance of our former banking connections
will, of course, not necessitate any change of arrangements it
those countries where a center has been set up for the collection
of subscriptions.

The Maragement of the International Press-Correspondence.

Change of Address

»
In consequence of havinﬁ taken over another function,
i

Comrade F. Dahlem is relinquishing his work in conneclion with
the “Inprecorr”. Al communications, orders, remitlances etc.
therefore, should from now on, be sent to the following new
address: )

“Wilhelm Bariz, “Inprecorr.”, Berlin S.W. 48, Friedrich-
straBe 225, Il

Printed by FriedrichstadfDruekerei G.m.b. H., Berlin SW. 48
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