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I POLITICS

The Conference of Lausanne on ithe
Eve of Seitlement
By L. Louzon (Paris),

The Change of Froat in English Policy.
Some days ago the conference at Lausanne was already
on the point of settlement. The conflict between French im-
perialism and Turkish resistance against the colonization of the
couniry threatened once more to destroy the whole peace treaty,
cven aiter the term for signing had been fixed for all the govern-
menis taking part. According to the latest reporis, an unders-
tanding has been arrived at in spite of all. The conference has
ended with the viclory of the Turks on the decisive question.
The currency in which the coupons of the former. Ottoman debt
are to be paid has not, as desired by the French, been stipulated
as gojd francs.

This was the fundamental question; for if the French
demands for repaﬁment of the debt in gold francs had been
ranted, it would have been all over with the financial indepen-
ce of Turkey, and, as a consequence, with its economic and
political independence as well. The payment of the Oitoman
debt in gold would alone have swallowed up one third of the
fotal revenues of the Turkish state. The two remaining thirds
would have been completely inadequate for enabling Turkey to
cover even her current exgmsu, quite apart from the uew
loans absolutely indispensable for the exploitation of the natural
wealth of the country. Turkey would not have been able to

exist further without the permission of her creditors.

America infent on the Comquest of the Old World,
_.Whilun England and France abandoned so advantageous

The key to the situation must be sought in America,
America, whose role in Europe becomes daily of greater im-
portance, has declared that she is standing aside from European
politics solely for the purpose of being better able to protect the
interests of her own capitalism in Europe.

Anferior Asia is called upon to play the leading role in
the future economics of-the world. The United States, for whom
the markets of the New World no longer suffice, is aware that
the best means of paving the way for predominance over the
Old World is to occupy the future centre of economics. Thus
it has gained a foothold in the south west of Asia. Anatolia and
Persia are its first aims,

It is therefore easily to be understood thai it has done its
best to prevent England and France from winning any privileged
position in Turkey, such as would have been oblained by these
countries had Turkey been placed under the obligation 1o pay in

old. This explains the abrupt change of front on the part of
nglish diplomacy. England has a ruptl[v‘ ceased to support
France in this question, and Curzon has placed Poincaré in the
dilemma of either retiring before the demands of the Turks and
signing the peace, or resuming hostilities again. This would,
however, have meant that Poincaré had to send troops fo
Tschannak and Constantinople to aid the British forces there.
As Poincaré could not send fresh troops to the Orient, solely for
{he purpose of profecting the interests of the owners of Turkish
obligations, or at least could not do this without committing
suicide, France gave way, Ismet Pacha and America are

viclorious, ;
England’s Position. :
The attitude taken by England, and her volte face in the
Ruhr question, fully characterize the change of front in English
foreign politics, At the time of the Versai
the following facit agreement had been arrived at
English and French : France receives the (
over Europe, she may do as she h&ntml!utm&?m
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But in the execution of this plan, England immediately
collided with America, for America also put in a claim fo the
“ rest of the world”. This rival was too powerful for England.
She realized that the United States would have fo be given a
free hand. American imperialism was carrying on an exceed-
ingly active ;r)licy in Asia Minor, and even in Persia, where the
Standard Oil Co. obtained a concession for the whole of the
peiroleum on the coast of the Caspian Sea. American capitalists
made arrangements for a number of loans, and England looked
on without demur.

Compelled to renounce her world Policy, England turned
once more to Europe. She must attempt to regain in Europe the
possibilities of expansion which America had forced her to
abandon in the Orient. Her European policy thus becomes more
energetic as her oriental policy declines. She beais a retreat on
the question of Turkish obligations at the same moment as she
arms for a decided intervention in the Ruhr question. She will
claim from America her support in her European policy as com-
pensation for her renunciation in the Orient.

In 1919, Lloyd George said to Clemenceau: I leave Europe
1o you; leave me the world. Today, Baldwin says to the rulers
on Wall Street: I leave you the world, but you must help me to
suppress France in Europe. .

~ Thus the alternating influences and aggravations of im-
perialist struggles for power are changing the polical groupin
in Europe; and not their least effect is the acceleration of the
moment of social conflict,

What is Brewing in Germany?
By A. Thalheimer.

“We are dancing on a volcanc, and we are
faced by a revolution, if we cannot . . , reconcile
the antagonisms.”

These words were spoken some days ago by Mr. Strese-
mann, leader of fhe German People’s Party, in an address {o
the central commiitee of this party.

_Everyone in ny feels that we are on the eve of
a decisive combat between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat.
Everyone knows that the leaders oi the Fascist movement in
Germany are feverishly arming for the civil war against the
working class. Everyone knows that Ludendorif and Hitler are
heading this movement, that numerous officers of the national
defence army are closely allied with them and are co-operatin
with them in preparing to deliver the stroke. The plans form
by the various Fascist elements, and the time chosen for action,
have been changed frequently. But there are innumerable
reports, muiually confirming one another, which go to show that
the moment is really imminent. The lines of procedure are also
clearly laid down. The Fascist plans calculate on the impendi
inevitable defeat of the German bourgeoisie at the hands o
Poiucaré and the other imperialist r s. They are taking
advantage of the cowardly behavior of Cuno’s governement
and the failure of the other bourgeois parties and of the socia
democrats to make good in the national.struggle of self defence.
Thcy'nl{,upoq the discontent of the starving petly bourgeoisie
and intelligenzia, who sympathized with social democracy and
socialism in the first phase of the German revolution, and are
unow severely dxu&epomu:d.. Th:L utilize the hopelessness of
broad strata of w ss, rendered indifferent or
despairing by the continued {reachery of the social democrats.
And for what purpose do they want fo utilize all this? For the
purpose of waging war on the working class under cover of
national defence against the Ruhr invasion and the shameful
treachery of the Versailles treaty, and for the purpose of esfa-
blishing the dictatorship of Fascism. This dictatorship is to
carry ::a:‘ .t:“ prugw?o of the great mdu(ria&sls: to shauex':‘h the‘

3 s, 10 sweep away every barrier fo capitalis
exploifation, to establish the ten hour working day, al;d fo
transier all state underfakings into the hands of private capilal

. Perhaps the proclamation of the Rhenish republic, which is

I mﬁg prepared b{“the hirelings of Poincaré, despite
:&nt Is, will set the avalanche rolling. ps some other
Nobody can be any longer deceived as fo the seriousness

~of the posit Fascisti, by ves, W insigni-
ficant. But have military national defence
army. All of the are 10 bow fo them;

of the
“prolelarial. Social democracy
i ncapable of fight. T seaders will€iner

~ The sole real power which, at the head of the proletarian

n 4

masses, can and will take up”the fight against them, is the
Communist Party, 4

Our Party is putting forth the utmost energy to. render
the working class mﬁable of battle and victory., During recent
weeks and months it has gained great szimpa(hy and confidence,
and won many readers and members. The Party, down to the
last member is filled with the determination to meet the Fascist
coup with the utmost force and determination. 1t is carrying on
a broad mass propaganda, in order to prepare the worlers,
employees, and lower officials for determined chcnce against the
Fascisti, and to neutralize or partially win over the petty bour-
geoisie.

The struggle will be severe. It will decide the fate of
the European labor movement for the next few years.

The decision will also be of the greatest importance for
the French working class.

The French working class can alleviate the struggle of
the German working class, if it will take up with redoubled
energy the fight against the annexation plans of Poincaré, and
against the plans of the Comité des Forges for the plundering
of the German working class; if it will increase its propaganda
among the occupation army and its work of enlightenment among
the peasantry.

The Communist Party of Germany has just issued an
appeal to the Pariy (See last number of Inprecorr. Ed.), giving
exact instructions, politically and orgamizationally, for the
struggle. The fight will find the Party at its post.

The Firsi Mass Pariy of American
Workers and Farmers
By John Pepper (New York).

A Party of 600,000 Farmers and Workers.

Summed up in a single phrase, the historical siguificance
of the July 3. Conveation is this: the first real mass party of
American workers and farmers has been founded in Chicago.

The 740 delegates who assenmbled in Chicago represented
not less than 616,00 workers and formers. '

~ The new Federated Farmer Labor Party is a mass party.
It is the first mass parlg‘ of workers and farmers in the United
States. Mass is something relative. Historical circumstances
decide whether 10,000 or a million stand for a mass. But no
one can deny that a party of 600,000 workers and farmers is
a real mass party, if one remembers that the Socialist Party
has only l.’,(l.,_(), the Workers Party only 20,000 members, and
that the old Socialist Party ai the zenith of its development
had no more than 100,000 members,
. The Socialist Party which has already long ago allied
itself with the $25000 a year labor leaders against thé class
struggle, declares that the Federated Farmer Labor Party is no
real party, because the big official leaders of the national and
infernational unions are not in if, and because it is, in reality,
simply the Communist Party under another name. The Socialist
Party was not represented at the Convention. It declared that
the laboring masses are not as yet ripe for organizing a Labor
Party, and that without the big {eaders, the Labor Parly
could never be organized. The Socialist Party press belitt-
les the ulg 3, Convention because it organized the Federated
Farmer Labor Party without the big leaders, and against them,
thougsl:’;x(_h the participation of 610,000 workers and farmers.
The list Parly to-day is only a jackal of the baitlefields of
the class-strugyle. It fears the battle, but always appears after
the batile, in order to steal lomelhiln}b from the spoils.

The new Federated Farmer or Party is no artificial
product of a mere docirine, but is the result of a special Ameri-
can development. It does not ape the British Labor Party. It
was not formed from the top by big officials of the American
Federation of Labor and of national and international upions.
It is a creation of the rank and file, a creation of local unions,
city bodies, and slate organizations, The new party does not
like the British Labor Party, comprise nearly the entire working
class, but only the left wing of the labor and farmer movements.
And there is another respect in which it does not copy the
British Labor Party—it accepted the Communists, the Workers
Part{, into its ranks, from the very first.

n spite of all Socialist theorists, the American labor move-
meni does not wish to follow the brilliant” example of the
British labor leaders, The American Socialists longed for the
MMWqu@hmmpkdenmw
Party, the Opposition of His British Majesty. But

not Smillie or Macdonald. He sells
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their wish {o deliver the vofes of the workers and exploited
farmers to the La Folletie group, to the political representation
of the lower middle class and well-to-do farmers. The Cleveland
Conference of December 11, 1922 showed clearly that neither the
Lohusl()n clique, nor the Socialist Party sincerely wish to form a

abor Parly. The progressive officials have shown themselves
just as much fakers as the conservative officials.

As the Farmer Labor Party issued the cali for the July 3.
Convention, that meant nothing else but the liguidation of the
last illusion that the big leaders of the American labor movement
would ever lead the workers in an independent polifical struggle.
We Communisis at that time criticised the split, not because we
had any (rust in the officials, buf because we hoped that if the
militant elements, would stay in the Conference for Progressive
Political Action, they would sweep along ever grealer masses
against the officials. A{ the moment that the split was made,
when the militant elements decided fo carry on an independent
action, the Workers Party accepted the fact, and immediately
declared that it would participate in the July 3. Convention.

Luck and End of the Farmer Labor Party.

The leaders of the Farmer Labor Party—Fitzpatrick,
Nockles, Buck and Brown set the rank and file into motion. But
as the mighty rank and file, dominated by the militant spirit,

athered at l{xe Convention, these leaders were frightened back
efore their own bravery and began to fight against the Con-
veution. They called together the Convention, in order to foun
a Labor Party. But when the Convention fook its task seriously,
and set itseli to forming a Labor Party, they wished fo disrupt
the Convention. Like Cronos the Greek god, they wished to
devour their own child, immediately upon its birth. But the Con-
vention, like Zeus the son of Cronos, showed itself stronger than
{he officials of the Farmer Labor Party, and dethroned the whole
oificialdom of the Farmer Labor Party, proclaiming itself
sovereign. [itzpatrick, Buck and Brown played a sorry role in
the Convention. In Cleveland thay still spoke for the idea of a
Labor Party. In Chicago they fought against the idea of a Labor
Party. Aeller the Cleveland Conference, Fitzpatrick declared
ihat they were splitting because that Conference merely revived
the vague phrase of progressive political action, but sabotaged
the organization of an independent Labor Party. In Chicago,
Fitzpatrick declared himself for the vague phrase of independent
solitical action, and sabotaged the formation of an independent
abor Party. In Cleveland he made the split jor the Labor
Pariy. In Chicago he made the split against the Labor Party.

In Cleveland the Farmer Labor Party officials were still
for accepting the Workers Party delegates. In Chicago they
conducled a desperate fight against admitling the Communists.
Fitzpatrick is an old fighter and an old oppouent of Gompers.
He has merited much in the labor movement, but at the July
3. Conveniion he delivered a speech against the Labor Party,
against the Third International, against the Communists and
against Foster, a speech which might just as well have been made
by Samuel Gompers. The tactic of the officials of the Federaled
Farmer Labor Party has brought ruin fo them and to the old
Farmer Labor Party, )

At the beginning of the Convention, Fitzpatrick was greeted
with the greatest ovation and with the unanimous enthusiasm of
all the delegates, but his last speech at the Convention was a plau-
ded by not more than thirty or forty persous. Fitzpatrick had
entered the Ashland Auditorium as the future leader of the Ame-
rican working class, and left it as a politically isolated man.
To-day he must choose. Either he realizes his mistake and returns
o the militants or he must ally himsedf with Samuel Gompers
againsi the militants.

It is a Mass Party! .

The Farmer Labor Parily officials are now {rying
desperately to continue the existence of the old Farmer Labor
Party. But none of them is a Jesus Christ who can, by miracle,
infuse life info a corpse. All state organizations of the Farmer
Labor Parl{ have ‘fone over to the new Federated Farmer Labor
Party. Only the Cook County organization has remained within
the old Farmer Labor Parfy. The delegates of Washington,
Ohio, Kentucky, Wisconsin, Montana, ldaho, and California de-
clared themselves for the new party, and are to-day on the execu-
tive committee of the new party. Al farmer izations of
Wisconsin, Nebraska and on_have joined Federated
Farmer Labor Party. The Non-Partisan Leagues of North
Dakota, South Dakota and Idako and the P ve Party of
Nebraska are to-day afiiliated with the new Federaie
Labor Party. All tes of the Miners’ union, with the ex-
ception of two, joined the new Party. Of the 740 tes, less

fifty delegates remained with Fitzpatrick, e of the

a The old Farmer Labo
ma nwwepandmﬂthatﬁurhbm?a:‘mmm

twmmmm away, that

ederated Farmer

fo continue their old Party and will do so. The {ruth is that not
one farmer organization has gone along with them, that all the
farmer organizations without exception have joined the new
{)arl(‘./ The chairman of the new par%“‘fs a farmer, a leader of
he Western Progressive Farmers, first vice chairman is
the representative of the l’ru%rcssive Party of Nebraska which
is a farmer organization. The second vice-chairman is a
representative of the farmers of Wisconsin. The Farmer Labor
Party has been reduced to a single organization—Cook Couwnty.
They went forward to conquer the United Sates, and they have
one county—Cook County,

It is just as ridiculous when the Socialist Party denies that
the new Federated Farmer Labor Party is a real mass organiza-
tion —the Socialist Party which was forced to give up the idea of
the N. Y. State Farmer Labor Party, because it feared that the
Workers Parly would get the majority there, and even in New
York City has thrown away the mask of an American Labor
Party, and once more put up its ticket in the name of the So-

cialist Party.
The Role of the Workers Party.

The new Party is a mass-party. It is a party of rank
and file. 1t is a parfy, not only ol workers, but also of farmers.
It is a ridiculous lie to assert that the Federated Farmer Labor
Party is nothing but a new name for the Workers Party. The
Workers Party is a minorily in the new Party, just as it was a
minorit{ in the Convention. ~Of the delegates, the Workers Party
had only ten official delegates, and unl{ 170 delegates who re-
presented various trade unions and other labor organizations.
And yet, the Convention was almost unanimous on all important
questions. The old Farmer Labor Party officials never reccived
more than filty or sixty voles. It was not the Workers Party
which dominated the Conveniion, but rather the idea of the for-
mation of a genuine Federzted Farmer Labor Party, and the
Workers Party was noling else than a driving force and
ideological representative of the idea of independent political
action of the worker and farmer. It is just as ridiculous {o say
that the new Party organization is controlled by the Workers
Party. The Workers Party is in the minority on the National
Executive Committeee and the Execufive Council of the new
Party, The Workers Party has not the ambition to control the
new Party. lis only wish is to strengthen the militant spirit of
the new [Party, to develop its class-consciousness, and to evolve
the new Party to a real party of the laboring masses. We do not
wish to dominate or conirol the Federated Farmer Labor Party,
but we assert proudly that without the unifying work of the
Workers Party, this new Party would nol have been organized,
and that after the betrayal by the Socialist Pariy and the bank-
rupty of the Farmer Labor Party, the Workers Party is the only
political group in this country which fights consciously and milit-
antly for the idea of a Labor Party.

The 600,000 workers and farmers who have formed the
Federated Farmer Party, are not as yet Communists to-day.
It would have been a blunder if the Workers Party had proposed
a Communist program, because 2 big part of the workers and
farmers would have simply run away. In the program of the
new Party there are many theoretical mistakes, but that is no
harm, The prospects of to-day are such, that even the left wing
of ihe labor movement can be united only with these non-Coms-
munist, theoretical half-measures. Only thus couid the 600,000
farmers and workers be united for organized action.

But there are two points in the resolution$ which are an
absolute guarantee ihat the new Parly is not a reformist party,
but will be a really revolutionary, militant party. The first
point is the one which declares’ that the masses must first
capture political power before they can have nationalization and

lic ownership. The second point is_the one which declares
that the land shall belong to its users, These two poinis bind the
Party to the life and death struggle against capitalism.

The New Immediate Tasks,

The new Federated Farmer Labor Party is organized, but
the July 3. Convention means only the first step. We must
further, if we would prevent the movement from ending in a fizzle.
Four t tasks face us in the near future. .

irst, we must give a broader basis to the new Federated
Farmer Labor Party. We must call upon the Cleveland Con-
ference for Proircssive Political Action, and in addition upon
all existing local labor parties, to unite with the new Party,
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Daing the firet e, b o the very safety of the British Isles. the masters! he Fist in the Air accepts the challenge of support, viz, the Distribuive workers with nearly 100,000 votes the advent of widespread confusion. Once we face the necessity of
aeroplanes for milita mo“éhi“ﬂ 1922, France built 3,300 ’ o cast and the Clothing Workers with pearly 50,000 votes. Both  putting our principles irst into bills, to be fought through B
placed orders for 1 ,woqnor.enma chﬁ?“:;‘m{_;‘ael”prg:rposefs, l":)g(; Vt&li"ml;; “(‘{)(::‘&hl dlsl’:‘:;‘- 01;1 :"lid':‘m::. 4802063: Ltal)or l’a‘rhes énmmtlee clause by clause; and then into the appropriate i
call : . ram for 192 a _ouncils, mar uch are eat imporiance  adminisirative machiner for carryin i ‘uti 14
B 50w e ol o pais il 1 ahr woris,  Driish Labor Party Conference 1 abor ary, were pledged 1o support Communiet Fary e S o A b e i theatowr |
iy A ) comprise 6,700 B ) aifiliation. party has done with its Socialism—the inevitability of yradunlness &
y J. T. Murphy. . . : i ; o " yolg ¥
Alarmed at this stupendo . e SR If other evidence is required to demonstrate the growth cannot fail to be appreciated.
meut recently decided to ’;flncre::ep{]:)gr:il;"‘;:f Bm;s" govern- o wll:fe':ﬂ'l'('\g"?t“b}lf to do miore than report the essentials of of the influence of the Communist Party and the reason for After {his the conference came back to the reporl with sharp f
i’lz’zs uag&)on:. g e o g Rl opnint?gn rg;n n':r};) features this stage and to comment on a few of its l‘?e lea;lershpuuiulgd\he solh Peglal on \(I;)eir :ri:‘icism of the Workers' ch?vl‘lengjes I{rm(l,]l the Communists re Russian and Ruhyr l’olicr.
00, or the fiscal : s : ) T ’ epublic, the withdrawal ol Clause ) of the Edinburgh Resolu- r. J. R. Clynes was ceverely castigated for his coward
ment has declared that it wil e:;‘ m;rlkaean ml;ed States Govern- .0 re-{he :lrlaly storm scene of the Conference was provided b tio}ts should suffice. It is this clause which was usedgm exclude  attack on Russia in the Finauc{al Tin?es " during the Augl(l
in spite of the increased budgels of Fran)ée rg;r(i‘:ppro riation 5.4 1hep[::(e :gce of the question of Communist Party afﬁlimioxy; the Communists as representatives of the Unions from the Labor Russian crisis. But Mr. Webb refused to go into the matier when
“ The imperialist powers are very teliz:m alixc:L:t ;::/u:;.é s Cuu|lflel|-(::1c:[m‘hﬁm'lid“‘lnbu’rgh resolutions passed at the Party Conierences, local and national. ﬂl)e ?{rliclc was.produ«;e?‘. Then Comrade Pollitt weighed in on
igures on aicraft. It is clear that such v to penetrate the e it impossible for the Communis : ) the Rulir question as follows:
concested & crafi can easily be penetrate the ranks of the Labor P , unisis It was obvious that 36 delegates would take more throw- “] wish to re ack the pag i i o attitude
is absole:le ll‘ldpt(:,cert;s;ui‘:det‘l‘lley lpfen{ on the day of battle, There delegaies. Party even as trades Union ing out than 7. 1t was equally clear that such an action would u:elmwmmi‘,;affrmlx;:(dshcm‘cl?{c:hgca;::h“ ‘ml'h i:hb:':;“&::’ ;’:
are correct. Furthermore cacﬁr?f;".‘l’é{ that their official figures ..o ‘man from the struggle on these issues the conf be in flat contradiction 10 & large body of opinion in the Labor g yote of ccnsure o he Fxecuive Comumittee.
machines as possible. Although oo l.’“g as mauy “‘commercial” “eegns gred 2 SW“\Wllg movement fowards the “right”, e}:;ence Party. But it was also known that in the event of any attempt Y The German workers are fighting between two enemies, Gerian
almost all countries, and are doi ir lines are being instituted in g moment Mr, Webb propounded in his openi B eech e to exclude them from the Conference there wowd be a revolt  Fascism and I rench Imperialisn, {Ve should not betray them but
in the carrying of mail gt oing excellent service, particularly eory of gradual growth through capitalis pening speech the among the unions. The Labor Party Executive i their keeness  help them. Let this Conference compel the Executive to participate
mercial’” aicraft differ jr:'mlj'h;, a well-known fact that “com- lle Fabian route, to the cheap sneers of Mrm)\{? juc!ahsx.n Vil to destroy the Communists had interfered with the right of the in great international demonstrations.
of the paint. -All the tomnm‘rg .t;"f machines only in the color ¢losing stages of the Congress against the resol acdonald in the unions o elect their own delegates according to their own cou- “Everywhere (he Labor Party must organize mass demon-
fighting machine A cial machines are convertible into ~EORCSTMUIE the treatment of subjec resolutions of protest ; stitution. On the night before the opening of the Conference the o : ]
¢ machines and will be at the jront and across Empire, the Coni ject races within the British Labor Party E " 4 1o the Union Coni sirations at home and rouse the masses to action, o get the
on the day war is declared. cross the border  pou S Conference was subject to the leaders’ ov Labor Party LXective t round fo the Limon Lon erences A Briiish troops withdrawn. It must work for an international
What must Soviet Russia do i ing consciousness of their prospect cacere  Over- intimation {o the effect that the E. C. would put forward a re- geperal strike as a means of helping the German workers 10
Wiea fhe ntmblie il ussia do in such a world situation? IEucnt_ They declared “We are on m slhas~a Labor Govern- solution to withdraw Clause (bze:ef the Edingburgh amendments iy their struggle.” )
the wall! posy Bulgnriaon" are drlvmg the little nations to niranced by the vision they proceeded t rel"?m,“’ld of power”. to the Constitution. In the Conference the following da‘ Bromley “The Conference next passed a composite resolution on
the Tattunce of e Briiet gsulules a Fascist government at everything which might be deemed a wo E- eliminate and decry of the Locomotive Engineers and Firemen intimated that if any  joreigu policy. This dealt with the new International, the Ruhr,
threatens Czecho-Slovakia! w‘i‘:'“'“‘“" When the same fate 5 direct challenge to capitalism. Th he class measure or of his union members had fo leave because they were Commu-  Reparations and Peace, and Russia, When one compares it
prepared for a general assault all these couniries are being adroitly by selecting men o move resetflet" ings they managed nists, he_would have fo withdraw the whole delegation of his  wijjy {he Hamburg Conference resolutions, il is seen how much
working class revolutiona o Bovist Russiai  Whes all the ﬁ' which was a flat contradiction to e - ‘1',’-"5 the very essence union, Brownlie of the Engineers was placed in the same po-  wag withdrawn under the fire of criticism from the Communists.
munists, are being merciless! g working population, the Com- ad been’associated. Lansbury k,mwnv eery thing with which they sition. The Communists $ ayed and have accordingly won a Then a pious resolution was passed in profest against the
_is doue in order o gize at‘“fh:: m and slaughtered, 3;’:)"':el;“hl§l0lmsm» was quickl'y called o,‘,'“{g“(’w?:, al:eaq?cl:n}ed considerable victory. increage of British air forces and a declaration was ma
:;:“ﬂ mmmenu, which are the tools of impr::i?l’-&n"zv“d with the mon:rl:; ht bgotl;d fo believe that labor would Pulxtcerfe:: After the question of Communist affiliation had been therein that this increase was a preparation-for new wars. But
o lle::' W hands are stained with the blood of the 10 eﬁo the gross neglecty' of th Williams was called on to lamely defend decided, the Conference re&ded, by 2,227,000 to 219,000 votes, the Conference gave not a single moment to the preparation i
in the War and the hundreds of thousands of work murders. And so th the Party on the question of the Rand a motion to extend the Labor Whip to Newbold in Parliament.  ©f the workers for action against war. o ¢
“mcs’:d in the counter-revolution! orkers thce shedding e €y trimmed their sails towards the spoils of Next came the discussions arising out of the Executive Report The debate on disarmament resolutions and the treatment
Soidd viet Russia can and must do but one thing. She Pouil':ly could.g very semblance of proletarian loyalty 3&‘: th: and the Chairman’s address. The latter was in marked contra- of subject races within the British Empire reveals Imperialism
o wa air J‘l,u_t that can challenge the llizlulcs‘l' P2 fk"‘“:“ Th g | y distinction to the former, which embodied the report of the and social patriotism absolutely rampant. Comrade Longstaff, a
o .uoqld. viet Russia, surrounded by enemies, llu.u“ TN us the official lead swept onward to all Hamburg Conference. The first clause of the new Cockney Labor Pariy representative from Barrow, moved a reso ution of
s d.ﬂdﬂ‘amst build up a defense that no robber gove ol i ces triumphant. But the struggle on the is °“;erd appea- International declares for the class struggle. Succeeding state- protest agaginsi the treatment of subject races. Comrade Tanner,
1:_! y. government { ‘boCOInmumsts and the Communist Part ssue of the position meats approved of extra-Parliamentary action via the Rome reso-  seconding the resolution, said: “ Why does British Imperialism
he Fist in the Air, with the Red Star emblazoned bef r Party, compelled other modification y l','-‘ relation to the tution. The report came home to roost. The committals of oppress native races. Because their subtechon is necessary to the
to any murderous tl]‘datu - ore dealing with the Communist qmﬁ:n" ich I will indicate the Labour Party at Hamburg were {otally forgotten, whilst  dominance of British Finance Capital. 1 our pious horror means
fo touch the integrit ‘:,"‘m' 3 Las( year at Edinburgh the Labo ¢ the Hamburg Conference and ifs confusion were entirely omitted  anything, it Wied®s tha¢ ‘Labor must stand for the complete
nion of Socialist Soviet ‘ ubl'the tion through in support of the Social r Party flashed a resolu- from the leading speech of the Conference. It was a thorough-  independence of all subject peoples.’ :
betw ’ epublics.  Although another was included i Revolutionaries in Russia. { 2 going'1 ritish Constitutional Fabian Speech: in short, Mr, Webb's Ramsay MacDonald got up 10 reply, swealing piety and
command  year, it was never mentioned. N in the Executive R this speech, and in flat contradiction -to the retiring Chairman’s indignation. His indignation was due fo the fact that Barrow
: . ?;e did Mr. Macdonald venture 8 at last year's conference. On that occasion Mr. Jowett is not represented by a Labor Member of Parliament! Longstaff
claims of Omﬁ'; although lared “The old order in industry and commerce can only retorted that they had already had a Labor ug:uenmive. and
; : . be re-established if the worker will consent fo lower his standard  because he had not fought for the workers had lost the

Hender- ‘
made 'Reli perseculi of living o have sufficient balance to pay the colossal sums of seat. MacDonald colla
dl;&hm!m . This is as signi- interm‘ debt, watered capital, fabricated > credit On disarmament two resolutions were moved. One called

: war cr
2 resolutions on the monarchy, the and inﬂ:?ed rents. It is no use i ve thi the Government to convene an in
m??ﬂ:i A ; It means that ,ﬂH‘ massed collection of The

A conference ‘
10 be publicl _ﬂ&"‘u” et
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poles besides. : is calied to the many Lorraine Mine Workers, who also, as
The prelext was found. M. Robert Pinot had only fo pull  victims of class justice, fill the prisons. The telegram expresses
the string and the reparation COMUMISSION marioneties Sprang  the conviction that the mass movement of the French proletariat
up in unexampled indignation. The 1,500,000 heroes who f will set free these viclims of the minc owners in the same way
in the war, the suiferings of the devastated areas, the sacredness  as it has brought freedom to Marty. 3

ofmthe peace t:dmyl. r‘il \‘vere ‘:ﬁ:tbcred once more—and our A
iers march oriously in' en. :

ot g N The Eleciions in Yugoslavia
By K. Nova(eovluh.
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controversial. This was done to facilitate Labor M. o ‘ i i ; '
for M“i!hem Labor Demonstrations. A A i‘ﬁuﬁlﬁ.ﬁfﬁ f&’fmf&}“{, 5‘?%;“?::3 %ﬂ i o4 ‘;n.ors. Fyen annihilating German industry at {he same time, or at least in Clairvaux. The Humanité writes as follows over this event
motion fo oppose Military Estimates was defeated.  protect even home markets axl;niusl thi‘s iorﬁror'ex' i 1o MbjScling | 10 the GRACORRANG ol o groat Fronch oy lﬂdm’ i i i
The Labor Party is therefore free to vole war credits in defence Before the war, France produced 5 peulOn. . firms? 1he leaders of the Comité des Forges have never “Four years and three months after his arrest in the
of the Empire, ; with which. she about covered ber i g"“wl! tons of iron, believed his, and some of their first spokesmen have e:g;essed Black Sea, four (ears‘and a few days after his sentencing
A variety of minor parliamentary domestic questions were Lorraine and the Saar district increase l:Iee 2 “‘e- addition of this very clearly, Thus M. Adolphe Delemer, the chief editor of {o 20 years penal serviiude, has André Marly been dischar-
afterwards machined through the Conference. to 11 millions a year, an incre “;s lis producing capaci‘y the periodical Semaine politique économique et sociule wroie as ged from the Clairvaux prison. The bourgeois press lays
As if fo throw into sharp relief the remoteness of the  above the hi"le‘x’)i Ry increase of 6 million tons over ail follows one year before the Ruhr occupation: emphasis on_the fact that this act of grace does not yet
leaders from the actual every day struggle of the masses, the be consumc:dl"]=t ({"fac%o“sump‘;w"' If ”.‘“se quantities cannoi “WTomorrow, when the Rubr is occupied, as the Rhine signify the final liberation of the Black Sea Hero, which
Conference had hardly closed when a sponianeous dock strike of the |'-'m,c'|,l,,Em‘ibf":j:.:? P has t,!"l"" This is the dilemma was occupied yesierday and today, it will be ver doubtful wiil oaly be decided by the ministerial council on the 20th i
spread from port to port. down its works aty: 1 has clther 1o expor} ar fo doss if the Germans will give way. This we know. he matter uly, (In the meanwhile the final amnesty for Marty has i
The Railwaymen were jp national Conference faced with In addition to this, the war brougl : g is perfectly cloar. We deman from Germany that she agrees i aunounced, Ed.) But that has no.hing to do with the i
demands for reductions. The Boilermakers had been locked out  fo French industry: im »}o\fuu-,' dug l1l 8 thieschat axprution fo her own annibilation, And if we go there despile this matter. André Marty is at the end of his sui{eriu‘f, and no i
for more than 2 mouths, The Miners had been let down by the equipmeni— euvra{ .hirull‘ IOROS R SN argement of industrial knowledge then it is because we are secking something else. one is in a position o send him back {o prison. ‘The Com- ’i
. Government, their rational Conlerence was at hand and not a fecti e reorganization of undertakings-- ) What idea is actuating us? munist Parly can record with satisfaction that this libera- it
single pro 1 had beest pUb & 0 perfecting of industrial and commercial organizatory apparat 3 : > Iy b fon & ; . 1
[ig:a pu .orward to help the masses to fight And this enhancement of productive i Y apparatus. For us, the occupation of the Ruhr area can only be tion is the re_suh of their work, It took the undisputed i
' together. zz1cd by the vision of a Parliamentary majority the coincides with an cxlraordinarl‘ falli i ower  usifortunately of advantage i we are resolved, from now onwards, 1o initiative in this proest movement, it has made the name of 1
b workers were thought of only in relation to voles, not surprising in view of the |i.{|i(am”g ful - °"‘j‘“5v which is deprive Germany of her supremacy it the metal industry. Marty popular throughout the whole couniry. And it 1
i Thus the British Imperial Labor Party winked at its and Easiern Europe. Tt may be 55&" :lf‘, ""“."1‘3'5 of Cenfral The occupation has to be a means of weakening German has made him the “most elected man in France”. The {8
! i Infernational, bowed low fo the Empire, shook hands  present moment, there are :nylcasl ‘wyblr ‘\“l'-'a"w that at the industry, and of securing for us absolute power over iron. At proloaged endeavours of the parly have been crowned with fi
¥ z; & e middle class and.turned deaf ears to the cry of the Furope. Are the furnaces in West h_-,?»s “rlll):ms 100 many the present time, (Jermzm{' is the most powerful competitor success, Marty is iree and we have one more acive coim- {
| EKers, i order that those of Lorraine ma q"‘l “” ) '-"’“!"}Il})lJit‘d in the markets of the world. To exclude Germany from this rade in our ranks. The government has stated that it will
& el to now it has been Lorraine which l};)lls . ft.f ’3"‘;:3 again? Up position by the means at our disposal, and fo place oursclves make a wide exercise of ils right to grant amnesties. We {
{ Th state of affairs, for ifs customers wer ﬂ“ TEreS chiefly from this in her position, this is an object worth the veniure of the remind the governurnt that the prisons of Lorraine are i
i e French Iron-Works Commiitee ling, Stunm 'the members of u:eei e 01R1 hyssen, Roeci- Ruhr occupation, if we really succeed in accomplishing it. full of mine workers who were con enmed by an unheard of '
| nnd us war A‘ms cartel. These were Cerman customers Or'ml..rbl henish-Lorraine The low value of our currency will then permit us class juslice on the occasion of the last strike. We shall also .
4 at a mement’s nofice to Briey, An % 00 ,““ e 10 be won over to compete with England, who at the ioment is harassed by fead a campaign on their behall. Aud we are certan that i
& By A. Ker. and Krupp have merely ‘ul'rele'cier‘edZ;n})a::'l:‘nfclrlil!:o:’mdleh[ss?“ }icrm:m conu‘)eli:ion. The hour u\mll h‘.ukvc{ Min:fd at ‘ldﬂs’l. we slltllm' n:scuL;) them h‘uml'l_ln: 1pn_sun::,u;)j ‘lllne bourgeo;sm. *
i 1 2 me; g i i i . ’ AT 02518, or taking a leading yosition in the markels of the worid. ould it not be mwore politic fo mm iafely grant ihem
g mmu?‘mga:l‘; y:ryllﬁ Ahd: ROhtn‘rstedehq.(‘ wroie “ c:lic:l;neilgls.t lSc;I‘:xa:iilrt::lh::dbei(,lluﬁglf:‘e:i' t‘;‘egihiveh‘rel:.unsd their ~ The wgr}\-lv “cr'.u_;hlcal L’Usine 2lso expressed the same | their ireedom?” ) ‘ i
: mﬁardi the disastrous results impending for the m‘"ﬁney suffice to seat oneself in the deserlé& chate ‘fm‘(.? at it does not without the slightest circumlocution. And why be alraid of - Adter his discharge from prison, Marly proceeded fo his :
in um'i';f undertakings, should Lorraine revert to ﬁrance “ﬁ{ magnate in order {o take the place of that 311?”1;?;::1'?11“:: Liy?“l-‘l;'d expressing it, when backed up by the most powerful army in the '6““;‘. town 01[ l"“ ignan, in order 1o “'r’“ his invalid "W‘h‘fﬁ ’
ressed i i ' markets. e orid’s world? n his arrival he was given a recepiion by an Enormous Crow
;xofky e u::ogluwebmpo\:‘l‘l‘md h;b:dsggau:d cﬁs Forg‘g?, whose profitea‘;i litTyheofh:;puifﬁu:{rmei sgogds c:‘cated the market, and ihe j « As lords of the coal reserves in the Rutr and Saar  of people, flowers were showered down on him and, borue up
R e} e o ncut;al g b elcl?“ i uuo’? AR b A B s ())’ millio?eln em[qu its markels. In areas we should be lords of a part of the Furopean market, on the arms of the muliitude, he was cqu\e)e;l to his Mother’s
state was fo be separated from e e c:un? ;ﬂn& "hls finished or half finished mtnuhcturesonsho lrl(lm in the form of and 1 think that we shall know how 10 Jmipose a duty on the  house. From Perignan, Marty addressed the following telegram
otective duties in order fo guard the mnomi'c’ Ak bt °if fo deliver at prices competing with ti.ets: 1 frs.-"‘“’"‘ be able coal supplied to German and neutral industry which will  to Comrade Cachin, the chiel editor of Humaniié: :
iron-working magnates of Briey, of Pom ol '(’:rr‘;""ﬁ“ °d And thus we arrive back agalgn 2 the b;{‘ OT‘“E“ supplizrs. 3 suifice 10 restore the balance in favor of our indusiry, and “Perignam, July 18,, 1923, Dear Conrade, discharged
of Saint-Ftienne. * pey, ! , an fo produce 11 million tons of iron 13Pﬂ?":xm of fuel: in order ‘ will at the same time provide pledges for our reconsiruciion, from the prison in Clairvaux early {csltrday, 1 request you
This attitude was very difficult to defend, and i required, but the French cokin s Blion toas of coke are { As Jords of the Ruhr we could discuss with English to convey my thanks to all those who have worked for my
doubtless abandoned, for in 1017 end, and it was  yoreaine and the S g furnaces, including those of importers as equals, and could impose our terms on thent. release. ~The illness of my mother and a great weariness
o s r in 1917, a member of the leading com- : e Saar couniry, and even those in course of con- ; <t doubtiui point would only be the attitude il k i ime i : ar Butl t
mission of {he jron-works commitiee laid down the pr { Struction. can only supply a maximum of 6 milli g The most doubtiui poin would on e atli will keep me for some fime in mv native 10WiL. ut I reques
the grenade and armoured plate manufacturers ouogra'm 2 Where are the required 7 million t m; ' Aoy : of the German workers towards us, and the question as {o you 10 express al ouce niy deep (hanks to the great mass of
“The freaty of peace must restore {0 us“hc m“iu' without which the mighty undertakin " ?"f of coke to be found, % whether the passive resislance they are recommended 10 the working class and 10 ihe whole proletariat for iheir
of Lorraine. The return of the Lorraine mines t:': FMe "-"l bound to work at a los);? ngs of Lorraine are normally maintain will really be kept up. We are of the opinion that unwearied activity on behali of the great cause of amuestys
secure for us the supremacy in irén, and will ‘"gﬁl.‘“l There is onl P ’ it will be possible to arrive at a tolerable agraement with 1 shall never forget, that since the lirst days of my arrest
future for the French metal industry, for 9tpeuu(:udl bl ant ot s, o Qerml ¥ 0‘;‘ means: fo return to the pre-war supplier, ‘ them; in any case this is necessary, for there are half a the workers rose up in protesi agaiust my condemnation,
production, and deprive Germany of lhye. smliilitw i cﬁ;ﬂlc OUF  This is the wl:ﬂg‘.uo s;;ak more exactly, to the Ruhr valley. k million officials and employees alone.” i and that since then they have uiceasingly demanded my
a future war against two froats.” » e ucting & dust ns of ensuring vitality fo French meal J Such utterances, made a year bejore the Rulr expedition, Telease. Also convey my thanks {0 the right minded people i
And this leader of industry supplemenied these id g ing the Srinart ; show with the utmost clearness that the clique whose inlerests of all parties, to the workers’ organizations and 10 all i
fhe following parable: oA DY 114 down T the Lp:x‘::lbpfe iminaries, a coke atirecment was ' were at stake were under no delusions as {o the aim and extent groups who have been active on behalf of my liberation. In !
I you invite a friend to diuner, you ask him 10 bri ex.change of Germa Okurg Pmoml._PI'OVK.img or a regular of the Rubr underizking, .and that the seizure of ‘pled &5 as choosing the French Newspaper which bears the finest name ;
his own bread with him. (This was at tl'neytime hen b 0 DIINE  oke in exchange fon lcy : and Lorraine minette: one fon of guarantee for the reparation payments was only inten ed to as the medium for conveying my thaiks 10 the working /
rationed.) When we im&tc A e it W’ Lorr?& was 103 10 by the renrd: .Shm of ore. This agreement was not | serve as pretext for veiled annexaiion. Besides this, the methods class, 1 do so in memory of the great Jaurés, who gave (0
Tesume ile place in the French industrial s lt'y 0 aine to Ocmuna’lurned - ut off from those sources of ore, the of occupation and organization to be adopied were long a matier the proletariat more than his reedom, namely, his life. :
At the same time to bring its bread with 1, That s request ot sources of suppl NLEIS. EARE, St Dpdin; they sought fresh O ke in governmental circles, In 1021 it was alrcady deler When 1 am fially irce and given back 1o active fife I shall
coal, other wise it ctnn:t‘%e a welcome guest he S e Sear they were .1,,’;';,{' ::'- ot ;uch success that within iwo years mined that the technical leadership of the invaded territory was settle as {o my fuiure prospecis and activity. On my release B
The peace came. The gentlemen olztlu Com‘i?é des F in 1913, th oblline:ire% ’“.ﬁP‘"df‘“ of the ore of Lorraine; to be enirusted to a comntission cousisting of: M. Tafianell, come hundreds of letiers were given to me which’ d been
the great victors of the war, believed that now their iﬂmm only &m’ytm’ But th nl"l ion tons from Lorraine, in 1922 direcor of the iron-works of Chatillon Commentry; M. Daume, opened by the ceusor and not handed over on account of
i be W In 1871 there were 38 blast furna s T oevai require Westphalian “cokee, rench metal industry continued to direcior of the steel works of Saint Chamond; and M. Ader, the prison regulations. Please inform all {hose who have
o whose ontput did not exceed 200,000 fons uﬂml: N AN, Truly it e gm‘t‘ a degree as before. former direcior of the national coal bureau. . so written me, ihat it is impossible for me to thank every one
§ 1918 these figures had risen fo 68 W‘&u’)’-m‘ “Wm Py ydtiul‘iv:; not necessary “to win the war” to land CGerman bbiﬁ iuguslr‘{. h‘ﬂ:“lmg‘ “«‘:1 govfgﬁgﬂ%et;‘miﬁ of them individuailv and that I must by this means reply i
g blast furna i annual . country at its beck and call, ha only one availa to them all at once. ' 4
; tons of ore.mth::& 3 § capacily &”M But Germany has got to supply coal, and the amount fixed escapil)l the seizure of the Ruhr: that of admitling {he great With brothesly greeti
; This rich prize, “'gm““m* i m‘ﬁ’ 1,800 cent. ‘“mﬁmﬁoﬁhmﬂ?‘mm‘"ﬂ!ﬂ (AUS:M 1922) is 1,200,000 fons firms of the Comité des Forges fo a 60% participation in the ' :: It&rm{t v ngs,
8 ‘ﬁm y pa entirely s u{ T collectively, ly 11,710,365 tons have mining and metal underiakings of .\Vesl[fhaha. As the German v Y-
? year 1| Thus a dﬂai's'ﬁ'“:; to be delivered to Frauce in the indusirial magnates would not capitulate on these terms, Poin- On the occasion of Marty's release, the Lorraine Miners’ 1
¥ ¥ the Rahy Baain. ho very deficit of 15%. Up to the invasion caré suddenly noticed that 15% of coal was chort in the Upion sent a telegram to Humanité expressing the joy of the E |
, those arrears in delivery were demanded with German payments in kind for 1922, and a few thousand telegraph  Mine Workers over this event. But at the same time attention g |
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the strongest insistence, although France and Belgi
s es of coal, so t.l;t ﬁreatzquanmies o sy ik o
were re-purchased by Germany. The Comité des F
deman dedinthose guanmm of coal through the reparat?ou ocrgx:
order to force German her delivery of
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The Relecase of Mariy, a Greal s : o
; " The elections which took place in March in Yugoslavia
victory for the Pfommunlst Parly  were influenced by:tlh:um::lcy topnchludualio;al groupings;
an ioral siruggle were; For or
of il ist Vidovan consﬁtumniwl::“or aqnhﬂ its
ANl resistance on the part of the Poincaré government Tie oi political s in Yugoslavia m
{o the storm of profest of fhe f was futile. On the the one sid Croatian Slovene ith a federal
1 dﬂ& the strong man, the illusrious conqueror of the aulonomous ‘ am, and
: was obliged to relea er X

Marty from the prison
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stands for the hegemony of the Servians in the new state, and
mem a centralist constitutional program. The so-called
idovan constitution had been pushed through by the Servian
year 1922, The Croatio-Slovene bloc has fought
untiringly against this constitution; it has simply refused to
recognize it, it has carried on an energetic counter-agitation
among the Croatian Slovene masses, and has even boycotled the
Parliament.

During the electoral struggle the Croatian Slovene bloc
contrived to utilize the national antagonisms, as well as the
system of terror against the workers in general and against the

P. in particular, very skillfully for ils own purposes. It
succeeded in working upon the poor peasants and proletarians,
by means of the most radical watchwords, and in winning these
for federal autonomy. Thus the Croatian republican peasants’
party (H.R.S.S.) issued the slogan of a Soviet siate s{stem,
of participation of the workers in the administration of pro-
duction, and of the maintenance of friendly relations with Soviet
Russia, To be sure, a somewhat difierent form was given fo this
slogan by the H.R.S. S. in places where eleclors of a different
social position were to be won, in order to unite ca pitalists and
proletariaiis in a common front. The Servian radicals and demo-
crats also carried on the election camruign from a national pro-
pasandisl standpoint only. All social questions were set aside,
and only the Independent Labor Party of Yugoslavia (N.R.P.].)
gathered a part of the town and country prolefariat around it,
and held the banner of irreconcilable class struggle steadily aloft,
even after two years of white terror, :

During the electoral siruggle the N.R. P, J. was subjected
{o the severest persecution. In every part of the country it was

ibited from holding election méetings. The lists of candi-
dates of the party were rejecied by the authorities in several
places, entirely contrary to law. Almost all the functionaries
and candidates of the party were either imterned or banished.
Such handbills and writings as were rassed by the censor were
frohibi(ed and confiscated by the police. The authorities and
he Fascist bands made it impossible in some places for the
volers of the N.R.P.J. to cast their votes in the electoral
struggle. Under these circumstances the N.R.P. ). was only
able to obtain about 17,000 votes in 17 out of 50 electoral districts.

The terms of the reactionary suffrage law allow the
N. R.P. J. no seat in Parliament. The socialists played the role
of government supporters, and stood for a centralist govern-
ment‘ael J)olicy in these elections, ““ in the name of the unity of the

In Croatia, Slovenia, as well as in wide districts of Bosnia,
Macedonia, and Montenegro, the pariies striving for a_revision
of the constitution gained an overwhelming majority. The total
number of deputies 15 313, Of these, 109 seats fell to the radicals,
52 to the democrats, 69 to the H.R.S.S. (Radic), 8 to the
(‘m;nmu. etc. The H.R.S.S. received 50 out of the 60 Croatian
seats. ;

~ Scarcely were the elections over, however, when it became
evident that the Croatian and Slovene peoples had been deceived
b{wﬂmr bﬁnr&mm It became apparent that the Croatian-
Slovene id not represent any molutiomrﬁ nationalist
movement. Instead of proclaiming a Croatian Republic, the
H.R.S.S. began, { with its allies the Slovene clericals,
eic., negotiations with a part of the Servian radicals. The
remaining small parties, as for instance the Germans, the
“ autonomist ” Montenegrins, ec., had already come {o an agree-
ment with the government of the Servian radicals, at the price

of a mess of m“%

The R arty, which has emerged from the elections
stronger than before, itlmgu toPthq gove{nn)ent then.v.me in ifs

possesses no majority in Parliament wi democrats
or without the Radic Pariy (H.R.S.S.). The H.R.S.S., as well
as the Clerical Party, which is a bitter enemy of the democrats,
are anxious to prevent a governmental coalition of the radicals
with is must be added that Radic—after

g
g

law on the administrative division of the state, according to which
Croatia was to be divided into several adminisirative districts;
repudiation of all democratic administrative organs which have
persecuted the H.R.S.5.; lwnﬂu‘!rawal of all political commis.
saries appointed as authorities n those elective municipalities
which refused allegiance to the new constitution; cessalion of
all persecution of the H.R.S. 8.3 equalization of taxation
(hitherto Croatia and Slovenia have been relatively more heavily
burdened with taxation); obligation of the radicals to form {he
government without the democrats. Besides this, the protocol
Ciates (hat the mext elections are fo be conducted as far as
possible, under the slogan of an understanding between fhe
Servians, Croatians, and Slovenes. Although, as already wen-
fioned, the strictest secrecy has been maintained over this pro-
tocol, still the masses are already beginning, if vaguely, to sec
through the game being played, Croatian peasant masses (for
instance in Stubica) have already, since the elections, had 1o
bear the blows of the butt-ends of the guns of the royal soldiery,
for daring to give expression 10 their republican views. ‘The
working masses of Croatia and Slovenia are suffering under
the blows dealt them by the capitalist offensive of their bour-
geoisie. The poor masses of the peasantry saw salvation from
social misery in their emancipation from the centralist régime.
The demagogy of the H.R.S.S. and the fact that an_efficient
political balance to this party is completely lacking, enables it to
continue fo conceal the truth from the masses. But the forces
which the centralist regime of white terror has itself awakened,
will prove a great danger to it should these forces succeed in
separating themselves from the H.R.S.S,, and in organizing
for the struggle against the whole Yugoslavian bourgeoisie and
its reactionary aims. Herein lies the main task of the Inde-
pendent Labor Party (N.R.P.J.).

The following question now arises for the N.R.P.J:
What are the prospects of an agreement between the bourgeoisics
of Servia, Croatia, etc.? Although willingness to agree may
exist, a mutually satisiaciory agreement is not easily arrived at.
The main question is: which of ke bourgeoisies is to have the
opportunity of utilizing the economic advaniages which can only
be obtained by the aid of governmental power? The ** Croatian
Republic” will easily recover from the loss of Radic, but the
Servian bourgeoisie will not abandon its privileged position so
easily. So long as it can avail itself of the soldiery and l;olicc,
it will claim the lion’s share of the looting being carried on by the
state; it will insist on keeping its hold on the whole stale appa-
ratus and on mainfaining its influence on administration; it will
attempt {o maintain its position in relation to the great imperialist
]JOWCI'S by means of great concessions, in order to secure large
oans, Besides this, 1t will try to win the military authorities
and the crown to its side by granting privileges and advantages.
The Croatian Slovene bourgeoisie, on the other hand, ﬁnauciag}'
stronger than the Servian bourgeoisie, nationally well organized,
and supported besides by the broad masses, will exert every
endeavor o gain equal rights in the plundering of the working
people. At the moment both sides are trying to gain fime 10
consolidate their position. It is not unlikely that the Servian
bourgeoisie will attempt to con%pel the complete acceptance of the
constitution by the country. The Croatian and Slovene masses
will then be the more disappointed.

__Although the work Eeiug done by the N.R.P.]. is, in
this situation, beset with many difficulties, still the effects of the
bourgeois national antagonisms are preparing the soil for the
united front of the proletariat.

The Trial of the Belgian Communisis
By M. Cachin,

‘On the 9th July, there began in the law court of Brussels,
the trial of the 15 members of the Communist Party of Belgium
indicted by the Theunis government. Although the jury who have
to judge our comrades consists of members of the propertied
classes, the invalidity of the indictment is so obvious that it is
lw le to believe it will bri &'m a verdict against the accused.

‘e confidently hope that the Belgian * communist conspiracy ”
will collapse as miserably as the “ plot” on account of which our
t!;‘r:ncr}ll. comrades were accused. § ogg before the beginning of

orl:' I, the Communist Party of Belgium made clear to the
W mﬂ;h“ the emptiness of the accusation, This purpose was
served by three great meetings, held in Brussels, and
Chatelineau. All three meetings were highly successful, Thou-
sands of workers enthusiastically followed the slogans of the
Cmmu‘tn:l”r‘ley No doubt of adherents in
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of the arrested comrades. The reformists refused this invitation
in a shameful and fraudulent declaration. They forbade their
followers to fake part in the demonstration, but many members
of the Socialist Party condemned the attitude adopted by their
leaders. Six social democratic fown councillors took part in the
demonstration which marched in procession through the sireets
of Brussels as a sign of sympathy with the arrest Communists.
The metal workers' union, the building workers’ union, the
employees’ union, and the teachers’ union, were officially re-
resented at the demonstration. The procession was followed
by a meeting. This had to be held out of doors, as all the halls
in Brussels, including the People’s House, had been refused to
the Communists. At this meeling, several representatives of the
trade unions spooke in favor of the commuuist viewpoini, and
the socialist mumicipal counciller Marteaux, of Brussels,
stigmatized in the sharpest terms the cowardice of his party.

The demonsiration held in Seraing, the cenire of the
Belgian metal indusiriy, had an equally brilliant success. In
the course of the meeting which followed it, a social democratic
deputy, Demblon, protested against fhe aftitude faken by the
committte of his party, while the meeting held in Chatelinau,
in the Chareroi mining area, was attended with the same
8UCCesS.

The frial of these 15 communists is being followed with
intense interest by the whole Belgian proletariat. The accused
are in excellent spirits; they are perfectly aware that the real
reason for their trial is thaf they belong to the 3. International,
and because some of them fook part in the Essen conference.
It is the intention of the Brussels government, by this deed of
violence, to place the Communist Party outside of the law. The
French comrades are following with brotherly sympathy the {rial
of the Belgian comrades who have been in prison for 4 months
for the * crime” of communism.

FASCISM

International Fascism
and the Communisi International
By Karl Radek.

Today Fascism is no longer a special fruit of ltalian
events, but an international phenomenon. But it is only in ltaly
that it is in power, and here it has created a Fascist state,
just as Russia is the first state of the proletariat. But the
waves of Fascism are running high in Germany and in Czecho-
Slovakia; it is beginning its attack in America, in France and
in Austria. Fascism, as we shall seé further, is a petty bour-
veois reaction against the situation created by the war, a petty
?murgeois reaction which big capital is anxious make use of
for the restoration of its power wherever this is overthrown
or shaken, The difference between the position of the bourgeoisies
of various countries is much greater than the differences within
the working class, and thus the policy rsued by the petty
bourgeoisies of different countries is marked by more essential
differences than those to be observed in the position and policy
of the working classes of the different countries, although these
also show numerous points of difference. - We shall not occupy
ourselves at the moment with the various phases of the Fascist
movement in the various countries, but solely with that as
of the movement which all countries possess in common. Ior
this purpose we must first devote our atiention to Central and
South European Fascism, for if we extend our observation {o
American Fascism, or to the Fascism which is only just arising
in England, we find that in these countries, the movement is at

t nothing more nor less than the preparation of new
ighting on the part of big capital, which desires o be
ready in case state power should fall into the hands of the petly
bourgeaisie.

What do we find common {o Ifalian, German, Czecho-
Slovakian, and Austrian Fascism? The most striking com-
rison is formed by the regime of Honhfy. the executioner of
rl:e Hung: M et amlch_the regumm wo Mmsohn'm' i.“ln both
cases, orgies of reaction, cases the most savage
e 't'i%ndutie‘hhormvmnt. :nma even be asserted that

mn Hunga ons are as sav as in
Izuly. al?h;uy theom'i.ﬁury garian government mr a F‘a‘t:iqt one,

counter-rev, ., Or ;

Every e ety Fasciam. In what do the Fascisi
differ from the Hli-;guim White counter-revolutionists? The

- Fascist the dmm-bm s
- masses, whilst governments of the Horthy type emix
mmdmmm 'Wkgo‘v‘mmnh.d

the Horthy description end by no longer serving the cause of
feudalism, ‘nor the cause of the restoration of the purely land.
owning state of society, but solely the cause of the mking and
industrial magnates. And here the Fascist movement ends {oo, i
fc in present-day Europe it is only possible to rule on the basis g
0. a proletarian or large bourgeois policy; foday, no politics can !
be based on the petty bourgeoisie alone. But J;e difierence bet- .
ween a Fascist government or movement and a white feudal. i
capifalist movement consists in the fact that the white govern-
ments (as for instance the Horthy government) come into
existence in the form of a movement arising out of the old i
ruling classes, which strive for the restoration of old conditions, ‘
whilst the Faecist movements, in so far as they represent the
thoughts and feelings of the broad masses fighting under the
banner of Fascism, cherish the hope of being able fo build u
life on new foundations—Ifoundations whose outlines are still
very vaf;ue, but which it is hoped will free the petly bourgeoisie b
from all the burdens which the war has cast upon it. i
Wherein do the roots of the Fascist movement lie? The |
root of the Fascist movement is in the proletarianizing of broad i
masses of the petty city bourgeoisie by the war. The decay of §
state finances, the disintegration of the currency system, the rise g
in prices, and the increase of taxation, have led to an impo-
verishment of the intelligenzia, of the lower officials, of the . |
officers, and of considerable strata of tradespeople. These )
masses have been everywhere seekini a means of escape: they
seek new paths, new forms of life. After the war the represen- i
tatives of social democracy and of various small bourgeois parties
came into power in Germany, in Czecho-Slovakia, in Ausiria, |
and in Ialy. The masses of suﬂerinyf petty bourgeoisie expected ‘
that these governing powers would alleviate their situation would
change their condition of life. But these alterations can only
be affained by a united fight against the big bourgeoisie, by
beginning 1o organize life on socialist principles. Social demo-
cracy, afraid of big capital, and lacking in faith in the creative
power of the proletariat, has proved incapable of fulfilling this
fask. It has everywhere not only made compromises, but has
actually capitulated {o the big bourgeoisie, as a result of which
it has not alone secured the actual victory of the big bourgeoisie
in every couniry, and undermined the confidence of broad masses
of workers in socialism, but has also driven the enquiring masses
of the petly bourgeoisie to the conviction that gocialism is a
swindle, that it is not capable of building up a new life, And
as the situation of these masses has grown worse from day fo
day, they have had to seek further, and now they have discovered
this~ Fascism, which says to them: down wilh the deceits of
democracy, which means nothing but corruption and profit in the
working class 1o the detriment of the state—let us form a strong
power, composed of courageous men who will know how to
resiore the shattered life of the bourgeoisie with a firm hand,
how fo set the factories going again, {o run the railroads without
deficit, to feed the starving petty bourgeoisie, and fo give the
intelligenzia the position due to fhem in the state, The lndm%
capitalist groups utilize this Fascist ideology for the ?urpose 0
putting an end to the impotent rule of democracy. It is not that
democracy prevents them from ruling economic life, but it dees
not guarantee a powerful apparatus, working energetically and
without debate in their favor. :
In the conquered countries, the decaying classes utilize
Fascism fo retain their hold on existence.” In Hungary, the
feudal-capitalist officers’ clique was able 1o seize power without
the aid of a broad petty bourgeois movement, for here the Soviet
power had been defeated by the Roumanian bayonets. But in
Germany or Austria, power can only be seized with the aid of
a broad petly-bourgeois movement, as the working masses
these countries are far oo powerful to be placed under the yoke
of a White Guard governement by means of a milifary conspi-
racy. This was demonsirated by the Kapp putsch in Germany
in 1020, when the military conspiracy was straugled by the
workers., In Austria, where one sixth of the population is orga-
nized in the trade unions, the victory of a small group of officers
would scarcely last an hour if it were not backed up by a broad
petty-bouxgleou movement. For this reason, the landowning and
officers’ cliques, who lost their state positions in conseq
of the military defeats and in consequence of the vict
revolution in 1918, are now utilizing the misery of
bourgeoisie, and the petty bourgeois national or the
mrpou of preparing the way {o their own victory, petty
\néeoim of the vanquished countries is not ”:lulﬁm "

in spirit because if has been so reared during
but itmlkmmmnum
war,

its position before during the reign of the |
e e o S
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omics, all those who are raking in milliards

by speculation: the eliques of capitalist sharks—all these are

making Fascism serve their own ends, are using the Fascist

to get into their hands those working masses who are

! struggling against higher prices and the ever-increasing misery.

P s diagnosis of Fascism determines our sirategy in our

g . combat against it. It goes without saying that the Communist

'y Party has 1o organize the defence of the working masses against

1§ 4 the I ascist bands, and it must be ready to defend itself by force
i
3
f

-

% r ainst the Fascist bands, for if Fascism aitains power,
i g‘l \.nﬁu li‘ggnify the absolute sway of capitalism in its bloodiest
form. And ‘this will again atiempt to resiore il$ €COnOnuCsS
at the cost of the working people. But we should not assume
that it is only ible to fight Fascism by force of arms.
This broad movement of the petty-bourgeoisie must al}so be
defeated by pofitical weapons, by a bold revolutionary policy, by
] the initative of the proletariat i re-establishing sociely on ue\;
f foundations. This will impart confidence to the masses an
enable them to believe that a new regime has come, a regine
iy which will rescue them from their growing want and misery.
' It follows from this that in order to insure our wcmr;vl over
Fascism, we must win over the peiiy-bourgeois masses, that we
must make it plain to them that tiey are being used as cau’
paws in the hands of capitalism, of landowning and officers
- reaction. Fascism is the socialism of ithe petty-bourgeois masses,
] and it is only when we demonsuraie to them that iheir leaders
are dragging them further down in their wreiched position, that
we shall be able 1o wrest them from tie hands.of those elements
i who' are living on their impoverishment. It is only in this way
that the Communist Pariies will not only resist the Fascist
wave, out will also be able to direct it into the mighly current of
1OVEIeD : : : ;
: i pfmfte‘n(l;:m'r:umiv smernational differentiates this policy
most definitelv irom the policy pursued social @nocraqy.
Social cemocracy, vy renouncing the combat against the byg
bourgeoisic, celivered over the peily bourgeois masses to the
e influence of the irom, coal, and banking magnates, who have
{' delegated their power into the hauds of tlie hands of the officers
cliques, under the name of democracy, in order that the revo-
Jutionary labor movement mught be crushed. And this same
social democracy now shrieks aloud at the dangers of Fascigm,
Today it skrieks, but fomorrow it will be ready to lick the boots
of the Fascisti, or at best to play the role of an impotent oppo-
sition to the Fascist government. Social democracy, in clingin
r 1o the debris of rotten democracy, in displaying the standard of
impotent pacifism, and, in the fight agamst high prices, merely
folding its hands in iis lap, is not combaiting Fascism; it is
merely widening the chasms dividing the peity bourgeois masses
from the working class. When we Comniunists atlempt 1o
differentiate between those suffering elements among the Fascisti
which belong to the people, and those elements which are ufi-
lizine Fascism for serving the purposes of capifalist and landow-
ning reaction, the social democrats cry out thal we are making
comprom'ses with Fascism. This clamour on the part of the
‘ social democrais is merely a sign of their own utter helplessness,
i of their fear of being further shaken, We however know very
3 well that the working class will beat back that atiack of capital
whose highest form is Fascism, and will proceed to an aitack
on the citadel of capitalism itsell. And in this struggle it will
not only unite the whole working class, but all the masses of
the people suffering from the effects of the disintegration of
post war capitalism,

The Fascist Trade Unions and the
Italian Proletariat
(By an lalian Comrade)

The principles of Fascist trade union work are the follo-
Figts'tgaiwthc“mdemionmapl”dtbe

o et e

i i o Red union can work openly in Ifaly at the
Fuﬂ;t :'.'.'n'?” OanyRa few trade unions of this characier have

permitted to exist in the '}?wn Bt:i ereu t};fyseth::;:s em

der the sharpest supervision. They must not occu

:‘;lh politics, m hlgeer to notify the Fascisti belorehand of the
sessions and meetings, so that a representive of the Fascist
organization may attend for pur‘foses of control. Unions which
retuse {o tolerate such superintendence, and who strive to maintain
the spirit of class wariare are dissolved by the goverment as
seditious organisations. But when the Fascisti attempted 1o
extend their monopoly to the employer's union, they received a
very decided rcbui}. ) o

With regard to the co-t:jrer:ghon of the classes, if is obvious
the Fascisti have not succeeded in bringing the employers and
workers together in a common Fascist orgamization. All that has
been done towards profecting the justified claims of the proletariat
is as follows: In 1922 the Fascisti, in order 10 make xlxeqlxsql»'gs
popular, restored the old tarili agreements in maay rural districts;
agreements which they itemselves had formerly combaited with
fire and sword. This fact was strongly emphasized in the Fascist
newspapers. But aiter a few mouths, nothing was left of these
tarifi agreements between landowners and agricultural laborers.
In upper ltaly a Fascist regu'ation converted ihe small tenants,
who Lilherlo possessed a small piece of land, into landless
workers, receiving daily wages according to a starvation fariif.
The case is similar with the worsening of the position of the
small tenants and agriculiural laborers all over the coumtry.
The co-operatives of the smalt holders have everywhere lQSl'lilcxr
class war character. Every strike is forbidden the agricultural
laborers, as it would jeopardize the welfare of the country.

The position of (he city workers has deteriorated correspon-
dingly, Whilst ti.e cost of living has enormously increased, wages
have been reduced by 30 to 60%. A govermental decree permifs
the 10 hour day. The laws for the protection of labor have been
annulled, and unemployed benefit has been done away with. When
the Fascisti, before the seizure of power, went angiing for support
with their demand * protection of the legitimate interesis of the
workers ", they succeeded in cafching a certain nwnber of workers

. with this slogan. Bui what this * protection of the legitimate

interests of the workers” really looks like, these workers are
now experiencing after 8 months of Fascist rule.

Edo Fimmen on ihe Ncc.essm‘; of ihe
Defensive Sirugéle against Fascism

Edo Fimmen, the social democratic leader of the Amsier-
dam Transport Workers' International, in the course of his sug-
estive speech recently delivered to the Workers of Aussig
Czecho-Slovakia) said: ) )
“Comrades! We have sent from the International Fede-
ration of Trade Unions to the National Centrals, a written
request to apprise us of the position in regard fo Fascism in
the various countries. We have received a communication irom
Germany to the effect that, in Bavaria, the Orgesch is pretty
strong; gul nothing was said concerning the rest of the country (!)
It is known of course, that Fascism exists in other parts of Ger-
many besides Bavaria, but it has always been imagined that the
workers would give it short shrift.(!) )
If the working- class in Germany neglects fo defend iiself;
if the workers in Germany fail to do as | have suggested {o
them in my article in the “Bulletin of the International Transe
port Workers' Federation”, and as the Vorwdrts has also latel
demanded; if they do not proceed to the formation of Ar
Hundredshaits (Fighting Units), then Germany will go exactly

~ the same way as ltaly and Hungary.

The German workers will be massacred and murdered;
it will be all over with the socialist movement in Oznmnyf
We see signs of this already.

The property of the German workers is being destroyed,
in Munster, a labor priuting works was blown up, These are
sure indications of what the Fascists in Germany are doing
to-day to crush the socialist labor movement.

The bourgevisie adlieres to democracy only so long as it
is serviceable 1o it, ouly so long as it can therely deceive and
dope the workirs.  Aud it proceeds without acruglg to adopt
violence the woment it believes it can gain more by this than
by socalied democracy. 1 repeat from this platiorm: We
werkers hate bloodshed! But we should by crazy if, at the
moment when themunydﬂcminatomuudl{rm
us, we were io rely upon
L i v secking, and in the

none of our
mx methods which are not our invention but which are
upon us on the part of the bourgeoisie, it is

‘socialism, with
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the working class — and even if we are a hundred times against
bloodshed and pacifists a thousand times over —, it ngs our
duty to proceed against our adversary with the same weapons
as he uses (Enthusiastic, applnusez.

And if in your Czecho-Slovakian Republic there are dzmo-
crats — whether socialist or non-socialist — who remonstrate
with you, that this is not the task of the workers, and if to-
morrow, the social patriotic press inveighs against Fimmen, then
{ou must call attention to the fact that at ﬁamburg not one of
hem had dpro(ested aﬁainst this, and tell them that they are either
hopeless donkeys or dammable hypocrites, (Loud applause.)

[ IN THE INTERNATIONAL

Deaih of Comrade A. Ker

We have just learnt of the sudden deaih of our comrade
and contributor A. Ker, an article from whose pen appears in
our present issue

As a syndicalist, he entered the Third International in
ifs early days and was for a long time a member. of the Party
Leadership of the Communist Party of France. He was repea-
tedly sent by the party as a delegate to the various international
conferences and as such took part in the conference at Essen.
He was also one of the accused in the recent communist trial
and was persecuted by Poincaré’s agents, Comrade Ker carried
on an unceasing activity in the service of the party and in the
cause of the working class, and on economic questions in parti-
cular he was one of the best authorities. He leaves behind an
incomplete and all too untimely interrupted, but nevertheless
significant life’s work. His economic writings, in particular his
recent booklet on the Ruhr Occupation, have added an excellent
weapon to the armoury of the Communist party.

He leaves us unexpectedly, while yet young, in the midst
of his activities and in the full strength of manhood. The Com.
munist Party of France loses in him one of its most valuable
fighters while the Communist International is deprived of a
man who remained frue to it after a deep inward crisis and
was one of its sincerest supporters. To his companion in life,
10 his relatives and to the French Comrades, we send expressions
of our warmest sympathy.

A Leiter from ihe Presideni of the
E.C.C.IL 1o the Ceniral Commiitee of
the Socialist Pariy of Italy

It was not until the Enhriled Executive of the C.1. had
replied 1o your lefter, signed by Nobile, that we learnt of your
threat of expelling from the ﬁuty those comrades who are
')ubhshinz the Pagine Rosse. this we find evidence of fresh
wstility towards the Comintern. We cannot comprehend how
you can seek admittance info the Comintern. and at the same
time threaten with expulsion those comrades who are carrying
on propaganda in the interest of leading the Italian SP. in the
direction of the Comintern.

Of what have the comrades of the Pagine Rosse been
guilly? Tm stand f:rmlge in_unity with the Party. Their
periodical fully represente the spirit of the Party. How can you,
who regard yourselves as adherents of inner pariy democm.'{,
of auionomy, efc, deny almost half the Parly the right {o
publish a propagandist E‘mdiul?, You, who for years could
share your am% with the schismatics, reformists, renegades of

urati, d'Arragona, Colombino—now you want
to expel excellent devoted fo the cause, simply because.
they are faithful to the Com Infernational, ~ °

In view of the extraordinary situation in Italy, we met the
Ifalian SP. haliway. The reasons inducing us to do thi
cmuywmmmmﬂumamdwmm
in our letlers and telegrams.

1, connections

serious work is prevented, and that the pre-requisites which were o
resent in your parfy at the time when we passed our resolution R '
ave changed. This involves the danger that the mistrust

between you and the Communists may re-awaken and dee m, !

and that union in political and trade union spheres will be ren- i

dered exlrcmclly difficult. Every worker who is or wants {o be $

a member of the Comintern, and, it appears fo us, every worker

belonging to the SP. of Italy, will undoubtedly mistrust your

sincerity if you do not cease to hinder the propaganda of the

Pagine Rosse by your preliminary censorship, %here is not

one worker, whether communist or socialist, who can find an

hontorab!e and convincing explanation for this action on your

part.

A similar observation might be made on those measures
undertaken by you against the socialist youth after the Milan
congress. We are not however iuforme(fv to what extent these
resolutions of yours may be regarded as final.

We regard it as our duty to advise you not to carry out
your threats, but to give the members of your party the oppor-
tunity of frecly expressing their opinions, which are identical
with the principles of the Conumnunist International, We beg you - i
1o inform us what stage has been reached at the present time }
in the guestion of the socialist youth.

" With regard to the tim: and manuner of your direct !
connection with us, we are able fo accept your proposition. 1 f
We do not however desire to have the matter postponed ind:- i
finitely. We do not consider it superfluous to tell you that it will ?
e very regrefiable if you are nol meanwhile successful in avo:- iy
ding occurrences and ‘situations, within the SP. of Ifaly, which :
would oblige us 1o alter the standpoint which we occupied when i gi
our first resolutions wegre passed. i

In expectation of your speedy reply, we send you our it

communist greetings, i

The President of the E.C.C.I. Zinoviey,

The Communist Party of Bulgaria
and the Recent Coup d'Etat

The attitude of the Communist Party of Bulgaria to the evenis
of June 9,

The Rabotnitscheski Westnik of July 10 contains the
following resolution; ‘

The Committee of the Parly, after hearing the report of
the Parly Central on the attitude of the party fo the events of
June 9, unanimously passed the following resolution:

1. The Committee of the Part comrletely approves of
the attitude ado])lcd by the Party Central to ‘the evenis of
,tme 9, and declares that the aititude and instructions of the
Party Central are in complefe accord with the resolutions passed
by the Party Commitiee in January and April, 1923. The s
attitude whicf‘; was taken by the Bulgarian Communist Party {o i
the events of June 9 was the only possible one under the circum- -
stances. The Communist Party of ulfaria could nof, on June 9,
intervemre arms in hand between the fallen government and the
new government on behalf of the agrarian policy; a fact amply
proved by the failure of the masses to rise in defence of the
agrarian government, The Communist Party could not take any
action for the immediate establishment of a Workers' and
Peasanis’ Government, because the overthrow of the agrarian
government did not bring about any revolutionary movement
among the working and peasant masses, and because fhe con-
ditions for the formation of a Workers’ and Peasants’ Government
did not fvcet exist. The attitude of the Communist Party to the
events of June Y was not an attitude of passivily and neufrality,
but rather an attitude of independent political struggie in defence
of the inferests and rights of the working masses, for the s
realization of the slogans of the Communist Party and for the :
establishment of a Workers’ and Peasants’ Government. The
Party Commitiee further points out that the attitude of the
Central fo the events of June 9 was unanimously approved by the 5y
Parly. Exceptions in two or three places do not signify the
existence of differences of opinion, but are {o be explained by
the special conditions existing for our comrades in these .

2. The Party Commiffee is of the opinion that
;‘l.izfnmnc?&ol opinion ‘t‘;:heim have ‘?.:i?e with a!’s ; 1o

ics of the party on occasion ol coup between

the Execufive of the Communist Iniernational, on the one
as shown by Comrade Zinoviev's explanation at the sessi
the Enlarged Executive, as well as by the appeal to
'whhn,md peasants, and the Communist Party of
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P tral has been commisioned to do this now. The
;l‘x:"l ‘Conum"y c'etl:ee is convinced that the Executive of the Com-
munist International, once in receipt of accurate information,

will recognise the correctness of the attitude of the Communist
ia, )
Fary ??.‘ V?ilt ll'res to the appeal made by the Executive of

Communist International 1o the working masses, in which
:}::se are ufumnwned to join forces with the leaders of the
Peasants’ Union, the Party Commiitee is of the opinion that at
the present moment—when the rural working masses themselves
recognise the bankrupty of their leaders, when they are deserting
the village borgeoisie and the men of the agrarian government
previoti:fy in power, and when the rural masses are already
seeking 1o unite with the workers and peasants who are fighting
under the flag of the Communist Party—it would be an errgr
for the Communist Party to restore fo the agrarian leaders, w 10
have betrayed the interests of the rural working people, their
lost influence. But the Communist Party will not refuse to co-
operate with the Peasants’ Union and its leaders, if the Umfon
and its leaders should prove ready to form a united frout ?r
the common struggle for the demands of the Communist Party
and for the Workers’ and Peasants’ Government.

The Latest Aintude of the C.P.
of Bulgaria
By M, Rakosi.

«he Party committee of our Bulgarian brother pariy, whic
met from Julyyl. till July 6, for the purpose of defining it
attitude to the coup d'éfat, has now publi in the oentral organ
of the C.P.B. the Rebotnitscheski Westnik of July 9, two of its
resolutions on the “attitude of the C.P. of Bulgaria to the evenl:s
of June 9", and on the “situation after June 9. and the tasks
of &e CPRB"

first resolution “the party committee fully approves
of uwl:tttilt'eude adopted by the pfr.ly central”, as “the attitude
adopted by the C.P.B. to the evenis of the Oth June, was the
only possible one under the circumstances”. It was no “passivity
andv neuirality, but rather the attitude of independent political
struggle in the defence of the interests and rights of the working
masses”, The contrary opinion of the Enlarged Executive is
“to be atiributed to theg.iusuﬁicicnt information of the Executive
ts of June 9" :
o the\!e"em:h:ll mjrt enfer into discussion of the cheap subteriuge
which it is always our fate fo hear when opportunists are short
of other arguments—that of insufficient information on the part
of the EC. The Bulgarian comrades must be very hard up for
arguments m support of their points of view, if they resort
to this means. Let us rather once more consider the situation
as it was in Bulgaria at the time of the upheayal. On the 9. June,
that is, on the &y of the outbreak of the putsch, the situation
was still quite unclear, and in 12 districts the peasants
up arms—iu some places fogether with the communists. At
this juncture the Party ceniral issued, among others, the alogui
of neutrality for the Communists, as in the opinion of the centra
it was solely a question of a fight of the village bourgeoisie
against that of the city. S
. Theruoh:tionzn&emmuu, passed on 1
tiates the attitude adopied by means of a lengthy analysis, de-
monstrating that the fallen t&lmn ﬂemm '0:15 t more
inst the workers than against the by just as any
pursue a “ line” is obliged to
fectly true. But, on the other

v
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i iberties, and ce of ihe Bulgarian people, efc.” The

;ig:;l:i; ltl)lfx;lefl‘tralily [i)seanow being bashfully concealed behind
this “‘efc.”. L . )

1 reply fo all this the Executive, after having received
the mg:lt inll)p{)rlaut documents, appeals, and articles, declare«}
it to have been a tremendous error not to have gone to the hclp‘:u
the peasants in the struggle against the White Guard bour eoisie.
The excuse that the peasants themselves had no wish to fight does
not hold. Days have to pass before such tidings penefrafe into
the villages, and before peasants just pn:gnrmg to) bring in
their crops resolve on armed resistance. But our Party tool:
immediate steps in favor of neutrality, on the first ‘_day. before
there was any possibility of obtaining a clear view ?f the
situation, and” whilst pews of armed struggles was reaching
Sofia from many places. The Party thus proved that it did 11()(
want fo fight. "If it had not merely issued general slog:_m‘a—«-
such as our Argentine or Norwegian comrades may well issue,
but which are totally inadequate in a situation where hlqo%
fights are taking place in a dozen districts—but had rals’
the slogan of active resistance, of the general strike, of Ine
unitedO%ront with the peasantry against the capitalisis, then
the situation would have been very diflerent. Then the bour, eoisie
would not have had the opportunity of sending their officers
and gendarmes {o the seats of immediate insurrection by means
of railway trains run by Bulgarian workmen; then the pez?a.mlg
would have found a few days time to mobilize their powers, aph
to deal a powerful blow at the weak Bulgarian bourgeoisie, ?vn'
the aid of #he communists. And hundreds and thousands o
poor peasanis would have been able to learn from this one degd
that which thousands of commumist meetings and lmflgts h_a\\c
not yet taught them: that the communists, and the comumunists
only, are the real defenders of the toiling vnllnger§. ——

Our Party has missed this opportunity; it loo on,
neutral, whilst the peasants so dangerous to the bourgeo:sic
were murdered—and many a good communist with t.hem.|And
the resolution passed by the Party conumittee goes inio tong-
winded explanations as to how the new government 1is. s!rwﬂln ;
for the bloody dictatorship of the bourgeois-e, an ‘open \Mll]'d
against the Communist Party. 6 weeks ago our ta;:tv cou
have taken up this war in conjunction with the Peasants Leag.x_e:
and could have emerged victorious. Today the most energetic
leaders of the peasaniry have been deieated, the )peasanls
organizations are scattered, disarmed, coniused. The Party has
new to take up arms without the aid of the organized peasantry,
and against a bourgeoisie stren thened in scli-confidence by
its easy victory, and has now to face a life and death struggle.
And when the Party committee “fully approves” of the attitude
of the central, and opines that the condemmation of ,t'he Executive
is “to be attributed to insufiicient information”, then the
committe proves that it has not yet comprehended the -error,
that it either cannot or will not see this error, and that it will
repeat it in some form or another. And this would mean that
the fate of our Bulgarian brother party would be sealed for long
to com~! i ]

sJespite the unanimous criticism of the Enlarged Executive,
the Pariy commitiee remains «‘unlly unanimous in its aEproval
of the neutrality of the ceniral. It goes even further. At the very
moment when it admiis that the knife is at the throat of the
Party, it still refuses to form a united front with the elements
utilizable in the struggle against the bour, eoisie! In the resolu-
tion on the situation we read literally: “The socialists (who are
still in the government, but are aware of the danger) are
already befm.n to call for a bloc of the Left, but the pre-
requisites for s\% a bloc do not yet exist.”” The Lroroomon made
by the Executive, that the Party combine with the leaders of the

try, is replied to in the resolution on the evenis of the

une as follows: “It would be a mistake on the part of the
CPB, to restore to the agrarian leaders, those betrayers of
the inferests of the rural working population, their lost mf‘lnence.
But the C.P. will not refuse . . " to join with these, “should
they be ptzued to form a united fronf for a joint struggle for
the demands of the C.P., and for the workers’ and peasanis

mment”,

i And these same comrades,
the socialists, and

who decline a united front with

.guocture undoubtedly possesses a revolutionary
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The C.P. of China on ihe Massacre
of Siriking Workmen

(R.LL.U.) We have received an appeal issued by our Chinese
brother party on the occasion of the murder of several railwaymen
on the railway line Peking—Hankau in February of this year,
As we have already given a defailed report on the occurrence
(see No. 34 (16) of the Inprecorr.), we here give only a brief
extract from the appeal,

The appeal is to the following eifect:

* General Wu-Pei-Fu fought obstinatly against the forma.
tion of centrals among the railwaymen. He was afraid of any
centralized siruggle against the militarism now ruling in China.
If these railwaymen once gain a firm footin , they will be in
a pesition to act as protectors of the oppress proletariat, Fear
of this growing organization caused Wu-Pei-Fu to suppress the
free meetings of the workers by the most bloody means, He
ruthlessly struck down the unarmed workers.

Our Chinese comrades close with a summons fo rise

against the bloody rule of the walch-dogs of Chinese and foreign
capital,

OUPR PROBLEMS %

The Peasanis’ International
By Thomas Dombal,

We request the Party press fo reprint this
most important article. Ed.

The Enlarged Executive of the Comintern has subjected the
question of the practical application of the slogan of the Workers’
and Peasants’ Governement 1o examination from an international
standpoint. The object of this new factic is clear: the peasant
masses, dissatisfied with the present state of affairs, are to be
drawn over to the side of the proletariat, and the revolutionary
iront of the workers thus sirengthened. The debate shows plainly
that this question has been thoroughly thrashed out, and we can
now proceed with our task. It is only a question of formulating
the watchword properly, and of creating a guarantee that the
rapprochement between proletariat and peasantry is set about in
the right manner. All ommunist Parties recognize the impor-
tance of the agrarian question, of such vital inferest to millions of

asanis, and the passionate debates on this question at the
Second and Fourth Congresses already belong to the past,

The agrarian question is undoubtedly proving the Achilles’
heel of capitalism. In issuing the slogan o{)the “ Workers’ and
Peasants’ Government ”, the Comintern gains a powerful weapon
in the siruggle against the bourgeoisie.

The peasant masses of the present day are the heirs of an
epoch of natural econony, an e of Feudalism. Their ideology
is extremely backward, limited, foreign fo the views of life he
by the proletariat, which was born in the atmosphere of the
up-to-date city factory with its developed technique and organized
production. Despite this, the interests of the majority of the
peasant masses run counter o those of the ruling classes, The
peasant masses are dissatisfied with the existing state of society,
and are striving to change it. Their chief aim is fo obtain

ion of their means of production and the land, Besides
his, the peasantry is anxious for release from the excessive
burden of taxation, and from the burden of military service;
it isl striving fforhcil.s , :dh:;ten of‘the ;d::gu es gn;xgd gy the
development of t T ve forces, or participation in
cultural progress. g)ome of these demands have proved, from
the standpoint of the develoj
itself in the direction of co
But this movement threatens
order,

t of I)roducﬁon and of society
tivism, to be entirely reactionary.
L8 - . dthem:xiuenee of the aq:t&l:st socu:
hus the movemen sant masses a esen
e T e
he try, more any , 18 na ally
of the revol:zytionuy proletariat.

The riant ion is fo find the right forms for the

Russian revolution, an experience which must be ufilized t
full. He is also x'-ighl in asserting that we cannot l;ursu: :hh: §

the proletariat, which,'however, leans upon the masses of the
peasantry for support in ifs policy,

) What form of cool)eralion should we now choose in order,
first, to cement the alliance between the proletariat and ‘the
E:gsan! masses, and, secondl{’. to avoid the danger of this alliance

ing influenced by petty ourgeois elements? In the West,
we must perform {hat preliminary work in the villages which
was performed by the social revo(utiouists in Russia before the
revolution; for, in the West, there is no party to do this work
for us. Here we have to win over the masses of the peasantry
and bind them fo us organizatorally.

It would, however, be an error to formwate this slogan in
the manner desired by Comrade Varga, who proposes to supple-
ment the word “ peasants” by that of “ working ”; for a slogan
must be short, clear, and simple. The reservation confained
in the word “ working ”, or even in the word *“ poor ”, is aimless.
We must go out info the country with the purpose of crealing
unity between the workers and peasants, we must show that the
peasantry is ruled by a small number of rich peasants, and that
the prescnt leaders and representatives of the peasanis are be-
traying the interests of their great majority, and are supporting
the interests of {he bourgeoisi¢ and land-owners.

Comrade Varga's roposal means an attempt {o win over
the West for the slogan Village Poverty ”, a slogan which has !
not proved useful in Russia, This would be an unnecessary
limitation of our basis of activity ¢
masses of the peasantry, and therefore we must not cut off our
road to them.  This would however occur, were we fo place
such a limitation on our most important slogan from the yery
beginning., Press and agitation are another matter. Here we
must and shall make it plain that we are, above all, defending
the cause of the poorest peasantry,

From a practical standpoint it is, in any case, necessary fo
create in every one of our parties a department for the work
to be done in the country, and to allot work among the peasantr
to a section of our comrades, whose duty it will be to attac
themselves to the existing trade union and litical organizations
of the peasantry, to win the confidence o*mme peasant masses,
and to establish our influence in the couniry. It is best to select
such comrades from among the peasants themselves, Besides
this, trade union organizations must be formed among small-
holders, and these oppesed {o the organizations of the rich ;
peasan's. ’

Further, we must create Peasants’ Parties under the leader-
ship of persons thoroughly devoted to our cause—members of our
Party would be the best. Our Party nuclei must be organized
within such parties. These parties will then be completely in
our hands, and the influence exercised by the rich peasantry
will decrease with much greafer rapidity, whilst our imfluence
in the country will grow in proportion. In this manner we can
ward off the danger that non-proletarian elemen{s ma gain
the upper hand in our Party, and at the same time we lean on
the broad masses of the peasantry. 1 cannot see any danger in
our creating political l)easants’ organizations, for if we do not
create these, they will originate pf themselves, but will then
work under the leadership of our enemies, .

In order to carry on this work systematically, and to avoid
all errors and consequences unfavorable to us, a special organ,
a Central Bureau, #ffiliated to the Comintern, and called * The
Peasants’ International”, must be created. For this purpose
it is necessary that an Infernational Peasants’ Congress be
convened as speedily as possible, and atended by the reBrueu-
fatives and leaders of the peasantry of all countries, Our arties
must occupy themselves with the preparation of this Confreu.
When S linsky called the representatives of the peasantry of
a number of counfries together in May, 1922, in Sofia, the
raised an alarm.

R

This alarm is for us an indication o‘ the
necessity of orgamizing a Red Peasants’ International, which
would have to maintain the closest relations with the Comintern,
and would be the representative of our work in the vﬂkﬁ
The present Enlarged Executive must decide this question,
must appoint a special commission for of carefully
a “m
ork

the
considering the possibility and advisability of
sants’ l:’xfmatioml 2 ;!be existence ofu an
my
and

- We must lean upon the broad )
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| THE LABOR MOVEMENT

The National Question and ihe
Trade Union Movement
By A. Lozovsky.

The principle of the {rade uuion movement as a prolefarian
class movement, 1s the formation of the trade unions in accordance
with the class but not in accordance with the nation, to which
their members belong. This principle is old. But in many
countries the influence of the bourgeoisie has caused the national
siruggle to be carried into the ranks of the working class, so that
separate national trade unious have come info being. Separa-
tion of this kind is a great evil. It is of course obvious, that the
Communisis must sirennously oppose any aitempt at dividing
the trade union movement according to differences of nationality.
The application of this principle assumes that the Communisis
belonging to a ruling nation are capable of a tactiul attitude with
regard to workers %:dongiug to the suppressed nationalities.
Where this is not the case it may easily occur that the simplest
differences of opinion, which would otherwise be easily smoothed
out, lead to an aggravation of mnational antagonism within the
working class. Let us fake a féw examples: '

ﬁl Czecho-Slovakia, which has inherited the “national

uestion” from the Ausirian mouarchy, we may observe certain
acts exiremely dangerous for the Communist Movement. Here
there are two orgawmizations of textile workers, a German and a
Czech. The Czech organization is a definiie seciion of the
Tuernational United Trade Union Federation of Czecho-Slovakia;
the Cerman orgauization is officially an aulonomous section of
this same federation. The siruggle between German and Czech
Communisis has arisen on the question of the finaucial and
organizatory auvtonomy of this section within the confines of the
large federation. The Czechs are against autonomy and the
Germans in favor of it. Thus it lrequenll{l occurs that German
and Czech textile workers, working in the same factory, are
members of different organizations, although both are fighting
under the sime flag, that of the R.LL.U, The antagonism as {0
how the Czech revolutionary trade union movement is fo be
built up exisis not only between Czechs and Germans, but also
between Czech syndicalists and Communists, But as long as this
antagonism is fought out within the confines of the Czech unions
themselves, it is by no means so serious. The conflict is much
more serious when it exists between trade unions comprisin
workers of different nationaliiies. 1f the leaders of two suc
unions can have their differences on some fundamental question
of organmization, without taking national considerations into
question, it is quile impossible for the ordinary trade union
members of a suppressed nationality to do so.” The German
textile workers regard the amalgamation of their section with
the great Czech organization mw as an encroachment on the
part of the Czech nationality, which, in common with its bourgeois
class, carries on an anti-German policy., But this goint of view
is entirely wrong. The struggle being carried on by our
comrades for the formation of a united organization has nothing
whatever to do with national predominance. This striving
towards unity bears not a_trace of nationalism, and yet this
struggle reawakeps the old national antagonisms,

. A further example 1s supplied us by a country in which no
national question existed until recently—France, Until the great
war France was perfectly united as regagds nationality.  But
since the war, France has acquired two million German subjects
in Alsacre-Lorraine. The trade unions and political organi
zations of the workers in this new territory are constituted on
m:npb_s emu-elx different to those employed in old France. The

unions of Alsace-Lorraine are built on the German pattern,
with all its faults and virtues. The violent national hatred still
existing between the majority of the French and German popula-
tions, renders it necessary to accord special attention o the
relations between the political and trade union orm.utiom of
Fn_uo:‘e::d the corresponding organizations*in A Lorraine.
It is: that the i of Alsace-Lorraine are, in

luﬁlgznu,thebindhg. between the French and German
‘lthct:}fydurthﬂiaaﬂwa’almmmhxm

. Lorraine, the is French state ratus, alread
mmﬁenﬁuﬂl’mmn mem

ssibility exists. For this reason, the Commumist Party of

rance, as well as the C.GT.U, must occupy themselves
systematically with the workers of Alsacp—Lorrame. The Party
and the trade unions must issue special literature on this
subject. The French political and trade union organizations
must in the course of their daily activity, show the utmost cone
sideration for the workers oppressed by the French bourgeoisie,
For it is much better to prevent conflicts than first to let them
break out, and then to seek for means to cure them

Let us go further. What have the Communist Parties

and the revolutionary trade unions done up to now for the trade w
unions in the colonies exploited by their bourgeoisie? Very ..)
little, almos( nothing. Whilst the English Labor Party and the
Engfish trade unions are workinf energelically in India, in
order to gef the leadership of the Indian trade union movement
into their hands, the English Communist Party has done little or
nothing in this direction. What are the Conununisis and revo.
lutionary trade unions of the mother countries doing towards
aiding the revolutionary trade unions in Egypt, Algiers, Java,
etc.? Very little, infinitesimally liftle. And yet it is clear that
imperialism will continue to oppress the workers of the colonizing |
countries until the workers of the exploited colonial countries |
awaken to activity, There is still a wide field of activity open

here for the Communist and revolutionary trade unions.

The Munition Workers of Tula
i0o the Krupp Workers

By F. R. (Moscow).

On the last day of the session of the Enlarged Fxecutive
of the Comintern (June 23) there appeared in the hall of the
Kremlin, a delegation sent by the armament works of the city
of Tula, for the purpose of presenting the German delegation of
the Executive session with a flag for the Krupp workers. The work
of the Enlarged Executive was already concluded, comrade
Zinoviev was about to deliver his closing address, The business
proceedings of the conference were interrupted, and the Tula com-
rades were called upon {o address the meeting. At the moment
when two workers of the Tula munition works unfurled the ]
magunificent banner, the whole of the delegates spontaneously arose i {
from their seats, and listened standing to the speech delivered by ‘
a workman from the Tula armament factory, who then read the
address 1o the workers of the Krupp firm. The address was
1o the following effect: We, workers of Tula, have now reached !
a stage where we forge weapons only against the bourgeoisie,
and for the protection of the revolulion. we no. longer forge
weapons for our own desiruction, as in former days. You, workers
of the firm of Krupp, have given up the manufacture of weapons |
altogether, not because peace has come to the world, but solely
because the French imperialists have you in their power. But we
are convinced that the hour is approaching when you will once
again forge weapons, though not jor the protection of your bour-
geoisie, but in the name of the revolution — and in the hour
of battle we shall be with you!
The banner depicts two working men reaching one another
the hand; one is unarmed, the other (the Russian workman) has
his rifle by his side. The inscriptions, in the Russian and German
languages, bear witness to international solidarity, and to fhe
close ties binding the Russian workers to their class brothers
on the other side of the fronther.
This magnificent gift was received from the hands of the
Tula comrades by comrade Clara Zetkin, who returned thanks in
the name ol the German delegation. In words expressing pro-
found emotion, she showed that the thanks she expressed were not
merely on behalf of the German delegation, but on behalf of the
whole German Communist Party, of the broad strata of the
German proletariat, who participate in this gift dyed with the

i

blood of fens of thousands of Russian proletarians, and which has )

led the Russian masses to battle and o victor;. Although today,
Ssclogiuy poncs Tl T s s gty
manu ring peace imy ts for r exploi
we shall not rest uniﬂﬂ:entulworhenoftheﬁmofp!(mpp
have become the forgers of weapous in the cause of liberty,
armourers of the revolution, makers of scythes and sickles for
the bread of the broad masses; until they are workers in free
Soviet Germany, over which floats the banner bearing the sickle
and hammer,
: The words of our venerable fighter Clara Zetkin were
received with a storm of applause the i
utun;l”mmg,ud notes of the anthem of revolution,
ex

:
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sures to be b ht against the communists, and against all
moppooiﬁonal workers; ?n the second place the reformist wing
is compelled to recognize the right of the o ition to represent
thousands of class-conscious organized workers. To this must
be added the acute political situation; the fresh attenmpts at war
being made by the imperialist bourgeoisie, especially in the En-
tente countries, and the ruthless raging of Fascism. = All this
has forced the honest elements among the reformists to tho-
roughly review the situation. As a result we have the formation
of a leit wing within the Amsterdam International, especially
accentuated by the attitude of the Transport Workers’ Inter-
national. Whilst in the Berlin local s_ropp of the German Metal
Workers' Union a great dead of vindictive agitation against the
communists has been carried on of lale, and efforts have been
made fo expel hundreds of communists, in Friedrichshafen, a
reliminary agreement was arrived at between the International
Rﬂeul Workers' Union and the delegation of the All Russian
Meial Workers' Federation. This agreement deals with the affi-
liation of the Russian federation to the International Metal
Workers' Federation, and contains a clause providing that the
resolutions passed by the conference of the Transport Workers'
(held 6 days later) are to be laid before all melal workers
organizations for discussion. Of course, it is not a question of
discussion, Discussions can and ought to be held, but when it
is a matter of forming a fighting front against reaction, then
we must proceed to deeds. :

The international conference of revolutionary metal wor-
kers, which was held in Berlin on May 27, decided to propose to
the Iniernational Metal Workers’ Federation, that the latier
follow the example of the Transport Workers without delay, and
form an International Committee of Action from the represen-
tatives of the International Mefal Workers Federation and
those revolutionary mefal workers' organizations which are in
agreement with the RILU. j :

This proposition was. to be discussed at the session of the
executive bureau of the Metal Workers' International, which
was held in London at the beginning of June, As the organs
of the IMWF, «issue but scanty reports on this session, we are
not informed as (o whether the session passed any resolutions
on this point. Nevertheless, the cause of the united fighting
front is the cause of all mefal workers! It is the duty of the
revolutionary metal workers of all couniries to exert cver{
endeavor to establish the international united front among all
melal workers, and fo this end they must carry on energetic
propaganda in every direction. At the moment when Fascism is
more rampant than ever in lialy, France, Germany Poland,
and other counfries — at this moment the international workin
class must not lose an instant, bui must set to work to establi
and develop its self-defence organizations!

|  ECONOMICS .

The Sirugg¢gle for an Increase
in Real Wages

By G. Fink (Berlin),

Whilst for some months, there was no great strike movement
to be observed in Germany there have now not only been great
successive struggles (Rubr strike, Upper Silesia, agricultural
workers' strike in Upper Silesia and East Prussia and the strike

efc) expressive of spontaneous demands for higher wages and
bonuses. These demands have generally gone
Tises iu wages and bouuses. The struggle for a real and act
rise in wages has begun.
For years the real WTF of the wockers has fallen lower
v and further.

lower, ‘the standard of has sunk further
But uever have the great ‘ masses demanded a rise in
real wages so exteusively as during the course of recent develop-
ments. The acute worsening of the position of the German
wwhidmhmummlur.um:oagmm
:ﬂn stabilization of the has convinced broad masses
workers that the iactics o now, of
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depreciation of the real wages. ln Germany the stale of affairs
is such that the paper mark is only valid currency among refail
dealers, workers, clerks, officials, and at the Reichsbank. Not
only the importers of foreign goods. but also the manufacturers
and wholesale dealers, invoice their goods in foreign currencies,
or with the aid of an index figure; and though a great part of
these accounts are paid in paper marks, it is af the corresponding
rate of exchange of gold, dollar, or guilder that the invoice is
made out,

It is only the refail dealer who is' obliged to price his
goods in paper marks; the demand for a price enabling him to
repurchase iresh supplies renders him, however, to a certain
extent, independent of the risk involved in the depreciation of
the mark. The paper mark credits granied by the Reichsbank
enable the German capitalists {0 do excellent business at the ex-
pense of the workers, for they pay the credits back again three
months later in depreciated marks. Thus the mark risk is
thrust entirely upon the shoulders of the workers, clerks and
officials.

The workers of every parly are agreed that the deprecia-
tion of real wages must be put a stop to. The question is how
to stop it. One and the same demand has been formulated under
varying designations in the resolutions passed in the factories
and workshops all over the couniry: *‘ gold wages*, * peace
wages ”, “stable value wages”, “payment in gold marks”,
“ payment in dollars”, efc, The trade union bureaucrats have
tried to utilize this confusion of ideas for their own purposes.
They saw that it was no louger possible — as it still was in the
autumn—to suppress all discussion on * gold wages’, and to
restrain the workers irom urﬁing their demands. Thus a large
section of the press of the United Social Democratic Party of
Germany propagaled the demand for “gold wages”. The
workers were in many cases of the opinion that a “ gold wage”
signified a peace wage, that is, the amount in paper marks, cor-
rcapondinﬁ’| to about 32 to 46 gold marks. hile the workers
expected this, the trade union leaders idea of a “gold wage”
was merely the mainfainance of the present wages.

The demand for the gold wage has now been replaced:
by that for the so-called * stable value wage”, the stability of
value to be attained by having the wages adapted, according to
a definite sysiem, fo the depreciation of the mark and the higher-
prices, This practically signifies the introduction of index
wages. The Christian trade unions propose that the index of the
official statistical authorities be taken as a basis for the in-
creased wages. But as this index is calculated incorrectly and
much too low, its emﬁloyment would bring about absolutely no
stability of value in the worker's wa entirely apart from the
fact that the worker gives the employer his work in advance,
whilst his wages are adapted to the index at a period when the
prices have risen further,

It is, however, the most dangerous delusion of all when
the workers believe the assertion of the trade union leaders, that
the index at least secures the present wage, and releases energy
for fighting for a higher real wage. Quite the conirary is 1
case. The real wages are further depreciated, the depreciation
legalized by the index, and a sharp fight for the maintenance of
the real wage rendered necessary, but certain to be sabotaged
3« the trade union bureaucrats by every possible means, especi-

ly by the means of pointing out that a tariff agreement has
already been concluded.

None of these demands can attain the aim siriven for by
the workers. The struggle must rather be carried on for a peace
real wage, that is, for a wage enabling the workers to buy the
same amount of goods as in pre-war times. There can be no
doubt but that the slogan of a peace real wage meets the des ;
of the broad sirata of the working class, that it is possible to
gather together the overwhelmi majority of the workers,
clerks, and lower officials in the fight for this. 1t must, how-
ever, be made perfectly clear that the peace real wage does not
represent any such recipe as the * index wg: v efe., that the
struggle for the peace real wage shakes the foundations of ca-.

t economics, and cannot be carried through within the
Emndlriu of the capitalist economic system in { The
struggle for the workers’ ernment, the struggle for the
seizure of real values, and ortheeontrolotpns“chou.are
J i info a stmﬁle for the existence

its position. And

be able to pay peace

other way of ﬁching for.
for political power,

shattered productive forces, and he
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Declaration on the Esfablishment of the Union of Socialist

. Soviet Republics.

Since the Soviet republics were formed, the siates of the
world have separated into two hostile camps: the camp of
capitalism and the camp of socialism.

: There, in the capitalist camp, rule national enmities and
inequality, colonial slavery, Chauvinism, national hate and po-
groms, imperialist cruelly ‘and wars—here, in the socialist camp,
reign mutual trust and peace, national liberty and equality, peace-
ful mutual life and brotherly co-operation among the “peoples.

The attempts made for many decades by the capitalist
world to settle the nationality question by hindering the free
development of the peoples, by means of the sysfem which

rmits - one human being to exploit another, have proved

‘lutile, On the contrary: the knot of national conflicts becomes

more and more culauglcd,' and threatens the existence of capi-
falism itself. The bourgeoisie has proved incapable of initiating
o-operative work among the peoples.
. It has only been possible in the camp of the Soviet repu-
lics, only under the conditions of {re proletarian dictators! ip
jupporied by the majority of the population, to nip national
hiatred in the bud, to create an aimosphere of reciprocal confi.

« dence, and to la{c the foundation stone for peaceful co-operation
s.

among (he peo

. It is solely owing to these conditions that the Seviet repu-
blics have been’ successiul in warding off the attacks of the
imperialisis of the whole world; it is solely due to these con-
ditions that they have been able fo bring the civil war to a
successful, termination 1o secure their own existence, and to
proce«é l:t?:cdul ec?mnnc dr;dcouslrui:lilon. l

. Bu years of war not fail to leave scme fraces
behind them. “The devastated fields, the silent factories. the

exhausied economic sources—

10 P

& s

the inheritance of the war — all these rendered the separafe
efforis of the individual republics insuificient. The reconstruction
pll %olmcnl economy is inipossible when each republic exists for
ifself,

. .On the other hand, the unccrtainty of the international
situation, and the danger of fresh attacks, renders the formation
of a united front of the Soviet republics against the outer capi-
talist world an imperative necessity.

And finally, the international character of the Soviet
power, rendered infernational by its class mnature, urges the
working masses of the Soviet republics in the direction of unity
in one socialist family.

_ All these circumstances imperatively demand the uniting of
the Soviet republics into one unitary siefe, which can guarantee
exiernal security and internal economic prosperity, and freedom
of national development of the peoples.

The will existing in the peoples of the Soviet republics,
who, at their recently held congresses, unanimously passed
the resolution on the formation of a federation of Soviet republics,
is the best guarantee that this federation is a voluntary alliance
of peoples with equal rights, that every republic possesses the
unfeitered right of withdrawal from the federal siate, that ad-
mittance {o the federation is free to all socialist republics, both
to those already existing and to those which come info existence
in the future, that the new federal state will be a worthy
consummation of the beginnings of muiual life and brotherl
co-operation among the peoples, already made in October 191'}:
that it will be a faithiul support in the siruggle against world
capitalism, and will represent a new and decisive step on the
road to the alliauce of the workers of all couniries in one socialist
republic.

Part IL

“Treaty,

The Russian Socialist Federal Soviet. R i )y
Ukrainian Socialist Sclwiet u."‘_f iﬁaﬁ:ﬂ%ﬁfsﬁm
Socialist Soviet Republic ( ), and Trans-Cauca
Socialist Federal Soviet Republic (SZFSR.) (ihe Socialist Soviet
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