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I POLITICS

The Conference of Lausanne on ihe
Eve of Seitlement
By L. Louzon (Paris).

The Change of Front in English Policy.

Some days ago the conference at Lausanne was already
on the point of settlement. The conflict between French im-
perialism and Turkish resistance against the colonization of the
rountry threatened once more to destroy the whole reace treaty,
¢.en after the term for signing had been fixed for all the govern-
muits taking part. According to the latest reports, an unders-
wanding has been arrived at in spite of all. The conference has
ended with the victory of the Turks on the decisive question.
The currency in which the coupong of the former Ottoman debt
are to be paid has not, as desired by the French, been stipulated
a9 gold francs.

This was the fundamental question; for if the French
demands for repal:ment ot the debt in gold francs had been
ranted, it would have been all over, with the financial indepen-

ice of Turkey, and, as a consequence, with ifs economic and
political independence as well. The payment of the Ottoman
debt in gold would alone have swallowed up one third of the
 folal revenues of the Turkish state. The two remaining thirds
would have been completely inadequate for enabling Turkey to
cover even her current e ses, quite apart from the new
loans absolutely indispensable for the exploitation of the natural
wealth of the country. Turkey would not have been able to
exist further without the permission of her creditors.

America ‘inteat on ‘the Conquest of the Old World.
Why have England and France abandoned so advantageous
i position{, ‘ :

The key to the situation must be sought in America.
America, whose role in Europe becomes daily of greater im-
portance, has declared that she is standing aside from European
politics soiel% for the purpose of being better able to protect the
interesis of her own capitalism in Europe.

Anterior Asia is called upon fo play the leading role in
the future economics of the world. The United States, for whom
the markets of the New World no longer suffice, is aware that
the best means of paving the way for predominance over the
Old World is to occupy the future centre of economics. Thus
it has gained a foothold in the south west of Asia. Anatolia and
Persia are its first aims.

It is therefore easily to be understood that it has done its
best to pgevent England and France from winning any privileged
position in Turkey, such as would have been obtained by these
countries had Turkey been placed under the obligation to pay in
%old. This explains the abrupt chan%e of front on fhe part of

nglish diplomacy. England has a rupllfv ceased to support
France in this question, and Curzon has placed Poincaré in the
dilemma of either retiring before the demandg of the Turks and
signing the peace, or resuming hostilities a(gain. This would,
however, have meant that Poincaré had to send {roops to
Tschannak and Consiantinople to aid the British forces there.
As Poincaré could not send fresh {roops to the Orient, solely for
the purpose of protecting the interests of the owners of Turkish
obligations, of at least could not do this without commiiting
suicide, France gave way, Ismet Pacha and America are
victorious.

England’s Position.

The attitude taken by England, and her volle face in the
Ruhr question, fully characterize ttie chanﬁe of front in English
foreign politics. At the time of the Versailles peace negotiations,
the following tacit agreement had been arrived at between the
English and French bourgeoisies: France receives the hegemony
over Europe, she may do as she likes in Central Europe; on the
other hand England reserves for herself the rest the world,
especially the Near-East, the key to Asia.
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But in the execution of this plan, England immediately
collided with America, for America also put in a claim to the
“ rest of the world”. This rival was too powerful for England.
She realized that the United States would have to be given a
free hand. American imperialism was carrying on an exceed-
ingly active policy in Asia Minor, and even in Persia, where the
Standard Oil Co. obtained a concession for the whole of the
petroleum on the coast of the Caspian Sea. American ca italists
made arrangemcnts for a number of loans, and England looked
on without demur.

Compelled to renounce her world policy, England turned
once more {o Europe. She must attempt to regain in Europe the
possibilities of expansion which America had forced her 1o
abandon in the Orient. Her European policy thus becomes more
energetic as her oriental policy declines. She beats a retreat on
the question of Turkish obligations at the same moment as she
arms for a decided intervention in the Ruhr question. She will
claim from America her support in her Furopean policy as com-
pensation for her renunciation in the Orient.

In 1919, Lloyd George said to Clemenceau: 1 leave Europe
to you; leave me the world. Today, Baldwin says to the rulers
on Wall Street: I leave you the world, but you must help me to
suppress France in Europe.

Thus the alternating influences and aggravations of im-
perialist struggles for power are changing the polical groupings
in Europe; and not their least effect is the acceleration of the
moment of social conflict.

What is Brewing in Germany?
By .

“ We are dancing on a volcano, and we are
faced by a reyolution, if we cannot . . ., reconcile
the antagonisms.”

T halheimer.

These words were spoken some days ago by Mr. Strese-
mann, leader of the German People’s Party, in an address {o
the central committee of this party.

Everyone in Germany feeis that we are on the eve of
a decisive combat between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat.
Everyone knows that the leaders of the Fascist miovemient
Germany are feverishly arming for the civil war against the
working class. Everyone knows that Ludendorif and Hiiler are
heading this movement, that numecrous officers of the national
defence army are closely allied with them and are co-operating
with them in preparing to deliver the stroke. The plans formed
by the various Fascist elements, and the time chosen for action,
have been changed frequently. But there are innumerable
reports, mutually confirming one another, which go to show that
the moment is really imminent. The lines of procedure are also
clearly laid down. The Fascist plans calculate on the impendin
inevitable defeat of {he German bourgeoisie at the hands (ﬁ
Poincaré and the other imperialist robbers. They .are taking
advantage of the cowardly behavior of Cuno’s governement
and the failure of the other bourgeois parties and of the socia
democrats to nrake good in the national struggle of self defence.
They re[{ upon the discontent of ihe starving petly bourgeoisie
and intelligenzia, who sympathized with social democracy and
socialism in the first phase of the Cerntan revolution, and are
now severely disappointed. 'I'lm{ utilize the hopelessness of
broad strata of the working class, rendered indifferent or
despairing by the comtinued {reachery of the social democrats.
And for what purpose do they want fo utilize all this? For the
purpose of waging war on the working class under cover of
national defence against the Ruhr invasion and the skameful
treachery of the Versailles treaty, and for the purpose of esta-
blishing the dictatorship of Fascism. This dictaforship is to
carry oul the program of (he great indusirialists: to shatter the
labor organisafions, to sweep away every barrier to capitalist
exploitation, {o establish the ten hour working day, and fo
transfer all state undertakings into the hands of private capital

Perhaps the proclamafion of the Rhenish republic, which is
bein fc\'crishlly prepared by the hirelings of Poincaré, despite
all denials, will set the avaﬁmche rolling. Perhaps some other
event.

Nobody can be any longer deceived as fo the seriousness
of the position. The Fascisti, by themselves, would be insigni-
ficant. But they have military support in the national defence
army. All sections of the bourgeoisie are ready {o bow to them;
for all are aware that once the struggle breaks out, it is a
tﬂmsfion of the dictatorship of Fascism or the dictatorship of
the proletariat. Social democracy as a party is not feared.
It is incapable of fight. Its leaders will either make a cowardly
retreat or submit. - i

The sole real power which, at the head of the proletarian

F

wmasses, can and will take up the fight against them, is fp
Commlg‘irsl lg’arty. g
r Party is putting forth the utmost enmergy to ren

the working class camble of battle and victory. gring rec(:;
weeks and months it has gained great sympathy and confidence
and won many readers and members. The Party, down to (pe
Jast member is filled with the determination {o meet the Fascigt
coup with the utmost force and determination. It is carrying o
a broad mass propaganda, in order to prepare the workery
eniployees, and tower officials for determined defence against the
Pasgisli, and to neutralize or partially win over the petty bour
geoisie.

The struggle will be severe. It will decide the fate of
the European labor movement for the next few years.

The decision will also be of the greatest importance for
the French working class.

The French working class can alleviate the struggle of
the German working class, if it will take up with reﬁouhled
energy the fight against the annexation plans of Poincaré, and
against the planseof the Comité des Forges for the plundering
of the German working class; if it will increase its propaganda
among the occupation army and its work of enlightenment among
the peasantry.

The Communist Party of Germany has just issued ap
appeal to the Pariy (See last number of Inprecorr. Ed.), giving
exact iustructions, politically and organizationally, for the
struggle. The fight will find the Party at its post.

The First Mass Pariy of American
Workers and Farmers
By John Pepper (New York).

A Party of 600,000 Farmers and Workers.

Summed up in a single phrase, the hisforical significance
of the July 3. Convention is this: the first real mass party of
American workers and farmers has been founded in Chicago.

The 740 delegates who assenmbled in Chicago represented
not less than 616,00 workers and formers.

~ The new Federated Farmer Labor Party is a mass party.

It is the first mass party of workers and farmers in the United
States. Mass is something relative. Historical circumstances
decide whether 10,000 or a million stand for a mass. But no
one can deny that a party of 600,000 workers and farmers is
a real mass party, if one remembers that the Socialist Pariy
has only 12,000, the Workers Party only 20,000 members, and
that the old Socialist Party at the zenith of ifs development
had no more than 100,000 members.
] The Socialist Party which has already long agoallid
itself with the §25,000 a year labor leaders against the ciiss
struggle, declares that the Federafed Farmer Labor Party is no
real party, because the big official leaders of the national and
international unions are not in it, and because it is, in reality,
simply the Communist Party under another name. The Socialist
Party was not represented at the Convention. It deciared fiat
the laboring masses- are not as yet ripe for organizing a Lator
Party, and that without the big leaders, the Labor Pary
could never be organized. The Socialist Party press belil
les the Julg 3. Convention because it organized the Federa'ed
Farmer Labor Party without the big leaders, and against them,
though with the participation of 616,000 workers and farmers
The Socialist Parly to-day is only a jackal of the battlefields of
the class-struggle. It fears the gattle, but always appears afer
the battle, in order to steal something from the spoils.

The new Federated Farmer Labor Party is no artificial
product of a mere doctrine, but is the result of a special Amerr
can development. It does not ape the British Labor Party. Il
was not formed from the top by big officials of {he American
Federation of Labor and of national and international unions.
It is a creation of the rank and file, a creation of local unions,
city bodies, and state organizations. The new party does not
like the British Labor Party, comprise nearly the entire working
class, but only the left wing of the labor and farmer movemen!s
And there is another respect in which it does not copy the
British Labor Party—it accepted the Commumists, the Workers
Party, into its ranks, from the very first.

{n spite of all Socialist theorists, the American labor move
men{ does not wish to follow the *brilliant” example of the
British labor leaders. The American Socialists lon for the
time when they could imifate the example of the British Labof
Party, the official Opposition of His British Majesty. But
Gompers is not Smillie or Macdohald. He sells the workers
openly {o the capitalists of the old Republican and Democrali¢
parties. And even Johnston and the leaders of the mighty Rail-
road Brotherhoods do not wish to form a Labor Parfy. It

a ﬂ

. Iniernational Press Correspondence " 868

their wish to deliver the voies of the workers and exploited
farmers to the La Follette group, to the political representation
of the lower middle class and well-to-do farmers. The Cleveland
Conference of December 11, 1922 showed clearly that neither the
ohnston clique, nor the Socialist Party sin y wish to form a
Lbor Party. The progressive officials have shown themselves
just as much fakers as the conservative officials.

As the Farmer Labor Party issued the call for the July 3.
Convention, that meant nothing else but the liquidation of the
fast illusion that the big leaders of the American labor movement
would ever lead the workers in an independent political struggle.
We Conmnunists at that time criticised the split, not because we
bad any trust in the officials, bul because we hoped that if the
mititant elements, would stag in the Conlerence for Progressive
Political Action, they would sweep along ever greater masses
against the officials. At the moment that the split was made,
when the militant elements decided to carry on an independent
action, the Workers Party accepled the fact, and inmnedialely
declared that it would participate in the July 3. Convention.

Luck and End of the Farmer Labor Party.

The leaders of the Farmer Labor Pariy— Filzpatrick,
Nockles, Buck and Brown set the rank and file into motion. But
s the mighty rank and iile, dominated by the militant spirit,
athered at the Comvention, these leaders were frightened back
chnre their own bravery and began to fight against the Con-
vention. They called together the Conveniion, in order {o found
a Labor Party. But when the Convention took its task seriously,
and set itself to forming a Labor Party, they wished to disrupt
the Convention. Like Cronos the Greek god, they wished to
devour their own child, immediately upou its birth. But the Con-
vention, like Zeus the son of Cronos, showed itself stronger than
the officials of the Farmer Labor Part{’, and dethroned the whole
officialdom of the Farmer Labor Party, proclaiming itself
sovereign. Fitzpatrick, Buck and Brown played a sorry role in
the Convention. In Cleveland thay still spoke for the idea of a
Labor Party.. In Chicago they fought against the idea of a Labor
Party. Affer the Cleveland Conference, Fitzpatrick declared
that they were splitting because that Conference merely revived
the vague phrase of progressive political action, but sabotaged
the organization of an ind dent Labor Party. In Chicago,
Fitzpatrick declared himself for the vague phrase of independent

litical action, and sabotaged the formation of an independent
Ehor Party. In Cleveland he made the split for the Labor
Parly. In Chicago he made the split against the Labor Party.

In Cleveland the Farmer Labor Party officials were still
for accepting the Workers Party delegates. In Chicago they
conducted a desperate ﬁ%ht against admitting the Commmumists.
Fitzpatrick is an old fighter and an old opponent of Gompers,
He has merited much in the labor movement, but at the July
3, Convention he delivered a speech against the Labor Party,
against the Third International, against the Communists and
against Foster, a speech which might just as well have been made
by Samuel Gompers. The tactic of the officials of the Federated

armer Labor Party has brought ruin to them and to the old
Farmer Labor Party.

At the beginning of the Convention, Fitzpatrick was greefed
with the greates{ ovation and with the unanimous enthusiasm of
all the delegates, but his last speech at the Convention was applau-
ded by not more than thirty or forty ons. Fitzpatrick had
entered the Ashland Auditorium as the future leader of the Ame-
rican working class, and left it as a politically isolated man.
To-day he must choose. Either he realizes his mistake and returns
to the milifanis or he mwust ally himsed with Samuel Gompers
against the militants.

It is a Mass Party!

The Farmer Labor Party officials are now ({rying
desperately to continue the existence of the old Farmer Labor
Parly. But none of them is a Jesus Christ who can, by miracle,
infuse life into a corpse. All state organizations of the Farmer
Labor Party have gone over to the new Federated Farmer Labor
Party, On(y the Cook Colinty organization has remained within
the old Farmer Labor Party. %'he delegates of Washington,
Ohio, Kentucky, Wisconsin, Montana, Idaho, and California de-
clared themselves for the new party, and are {o-day on the execu-
tive committee of the new gmy.
Wisconsin, Nebraska and Oregon have joined the Federated
Farmer Labor Party. The Non-Partisan Leagues of North
Dakota, South Dakota and Idaho and the Progressive Party of
Nebraska are to-day affiliated with the new Federated Farmer
Labor Party. All delegates of the Miners’' union, with the ex-
ception of two, joined the new Party. Of the 740 delegates, less
than fifty delegates remained with Fitzpatrick, outside of the
ranks of the new Party. The old Farmer Labor Party officials
may now weep and wail that their Labor Party idea has been
stolen, that their name has been taken away, and that they wish

ANl farmer organizations of -

to continue their old Party and will do so. The truth is that not
one farmer organization has gone along with them, that all the
farmer organizations without exception have joined the new
{)art(‘., The chairman of the new par_g‘efo a farmer, a leader of
he Western Progressive Farmers. first vice chairman is
the representative of the Proq;cssive Party of Nebraska which
is a larmer organization. The second vice-chairman is a
representative of the farmers of Wisconsin. The Farmer Labor
Party has been reduced to a single organization—Cook County.
They went forward to conquer the United Sates, and they have
one county—Cook County.

It i:u:st as ridiculous when the Socialist Party denies that
the new Federated Farmer Labor Party is a real mass organiza-
tion—the Socialist Party which was forced to give up. the idea of
the N. Y. State Farmer Labor Parly, because it feared that the
Workers Parly would get the majority there, and even in New
York City has thrown away the mask of an American Labor
Party, and once more put up its ticket in the name of the So-
cialist Party.

The Role of the Workers Party.

The new Party is a mass—Fnﬂy. It is a party of rank
and file. It is a party, not only ot workers, but also of farmers.
It is a ridiculous lie to assert that the Federated Farmer Labor
Party is nothing but a new name for the Workers Party, The
Workers Party is a minority in the new Party, just as it was a
minoritr in the Convention. Of the delegates, the Workers Party
had only ten official delegates, and only 170 delegates who re-
presented various {rade unions and other labor organizations.
And yet, the Convention was almost unanimous on all important
questions. The old Farmer Labor Party officials never received
more than fifty or sixty votes. It was not the Workers Party
which dominated the Convention, but rather the idea of the for-
mation of a genuine Federated Farmer Labor Party, and the
Workers DParty was no hing else than a driving force and
ideological representative of the idea of independent political
action of the worker and farmer. It is just as ridiculous {o say
that the new Party organization is controlled by the Workers
Party. The Workers I’arty is in the minority on the National
Fxecutive Committeee and the Executive Council of the new
Party. The Workers Party has not the ambition {o control the
new Par?'. Its only wish is to strengthen the militant spirit of
the new Party, to develop its class-consciousness, and to evolve
the new Party to a real party of the laboring masses. We do not
wish to dominate or conirol the Federated Farmer Labor Party,
but we assert proudly that without the unifying work of the
Workers Party, this new Party would not have geen organized,
and that after the betrayal by the Socialist Parly and the bank-
rupty of the Farmer Labor Party,the Workers Party is the anly
political group in this country wg;ich fights consciously and milit-
antly for the idea of a Labor Party.

The 600,000 workers and farmers who have formed the
Federated Farmer Party, are not as yet Communists to-day.
It would have been a blunder if the Workers Party had proposed
a Communist program, because a big part of the workers and
farmers would have simply run away. In the program of the
new Party there are many theoretical mislakes, but that is no
harm. The prospects of to-day are such, that even the left wing
of the labor movement can be united only with these non-Com-
munist, theoretical half-measures. Only thus ceuld the 600,000
farmers and workers be united for organized action.

But there are two poinis in the resolutions which are an
absolute guarantee that the new Party is not a reformist party,
but will be a really revolutionary, militant party. The first
point is the one which declares” that the masses must first
capture political power before they can have nationalization and
puLlic ownership. The second point is the one which declares
that the land shall belong to its users. These two points bind the
Party to the life and death struggle against capitalism.

The New Immediate Tasks.

The new Federated Farmer Labor Party is or%/nnized, but
the July 3. Convention mreans only the first step. We must go
further, if we would prevent the movement from ending in a fizzle.
Four great tasks face us in the near future.
irst, we must give a broader basis to the new Federated

Farmer Labor Party. We must call upon the Cleveland Con-
ference for Progressive Political Action, and in addition upon
all existing local labor parties, {o unite with thg new Party.

Second, we must exercise a 1greater and greater pressure
from below upon the great mational and international unions, to
force them to join the new Parly.

Third we must organize everywhere, from coast to coast,
focal, city and state units of the Federated Farmer Labor Party,

Fourth, we must immediately begin an energetic, nation-
wide campaign for the next conveution of the Federated Farmer

A}
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must be present, not hundreds, but thousands of delegates. The
next convention must unite, not only the left wing, but the
majority of the workin%I class for conscious political action, and
the struggle against the capitalistic class parties, as well as

against the lower middle class La Follette and Ford movements.

The Soviet Air Force

By [. Amiter.

When the Washington Disarmament Conference took
place, bourgeois and sentimental pacifists believed that the
millenium had come. Wars were gradually to be superceded
by the rule of reason, annd finally violence would be rooted out.

Two loopholes were left in" the conference decisions: each
nation could build all the submarines it pleased, and the
matter of flying machines was not touched. These loopholes
were the safeguards that the capitalist governments wanted, in
order (o modernize their methods of warfare. The batileship is
obsolete, as any midshipman can tell. The experiments that wer~
conducted with the battleship “]Jutland” indicated clearly that
an, aeroplane can destroy any ship that floats on the waves.

Hence the mad haste with the leading imperialisl nations
are building aircrait. France, for some time, has had the lead
and today presents a serious mienace, npt only to Great Britain’s
hegemony in Europe, but to the very safety of the British Isles.
During the first eleven months of 1922 France built 3,300
aeroplanes for military and ‘‘commercial” purposes, and
placed orders for 1,200 more machines. The program for 1923
calls for 220 air squadrons, of ten planes each. In other words,
at the end of 1923, the French air fleet should comprise 6,700
machines!

Alarmed at this stupendous program, the British govern-
ment recently decided to increase the air defense from 34 lo
52 squadrons. This will mean an appropriation of nearly
£27,000,000 for the fiscal year. The United States Govern-
ment has declared that it will not make any larger appropriation
in spile of the increased budgets of France and Great Britain.
) The imperialist powers are very reticent about giving
figures on aicraft. Il is clear that such crafl can easily be
concealed and then suddenly appear on the day of baitle. There
is absolute hypocrisy in the pretension that their official figures
are correct. Furthermore, each is building as many ‘“‘commercial”
machines as possible. Although air lines are being institufed in
almost all countries, and- are doing excellent service, particularly
in the carrying of mails, it js a well-known fact that “com-
mercial’ aicrajt differ jrom [ighting machines only in the color
of the paint. All the commercial machines are convertible into
fighting machines and will be at the front and across the border
on the day war is declared.

What must Soviel Russia do in such a world situation?
When the imperialist nations are driving the little nations to
the wall! When Bulgaria institutes a %ascist government at
the instance of the British Government! When the same fate
threatens Czecho-Slovakia! When all these countries are being
prepared for a general assault on Soviet Russia! When all the
working class, the revolutionary working population, the Com-
munists, are being mercilessly crushed, maimed and slaughtered.
This is done in order fo give a free hand to reactionary and
Fascist governments, which are the {ools of imperialist govern-
ments, whose hands are stained with the blood of the 10,000,000
killed in the War and the hundreds of thousands of workers
massacred in the counfer-revolution!

Soviet Russia can and must do but one thing. She must
build an air fleet that can challenge the mightiest air-fleet in
the world. Soviet Russia, surrounded by enemies, threatened
on all sides, must build up a defense that no robber government
can dare defy.

_ The Fist in the Air, with the Red Star emblazoned upon
it, must be a challenge to any murderous'rapacious govern-
mental hand that will dare to touch the integrity of the
republics embraced in the Union of Socialist Soviet éepublics.

What is the difference between an air fleet at the command
of a Workers' Government and a fleet doing the bidding of
imperialist masters?

* The fleet of the masters is destined to prey on the weak
mations, to oppress still further the colonial peoples who for
centuries have been groaning under the heel of exploitation, and
foday are striving for freedom. The fleet of the masters is to
atlack and break down the Soviet Government. that the workers
afid peasan(s of Soviet Russia have established with their blood
their suffering, their courage, their egthusiasm and their death!
The fleet of the masiers is fo be used to suppress the attempts of
the workers of capitalist countries to free themselves from  the

the masters is to keep the ‘working lation—the workers i
the towns and in the country—in subjection, plagued by hunge
misery, disease and unemployment. The fleet of the maste
is to keep the masters as the exploiters of the earth!

The fleet of the Soviet Government—the Fist in the Aj
with the Red Star emblazoned on it is the safeguard that ¢
Soviet Government, the goal that the workers 55 all countrig
strive for, will preserve the Revolution. It will preserve f
Revolittion and more: It will add to the Red Army anothe
formidable weapon, warning the bloody capitalist governmen
to keep their hands off the weak colonial nations whom th
pillage and loot. It will warn them, even as ihe growing powy
of Soviet Russia warns thém, that in the struggle that {
workers of the world are waging against the tyranny of capi
lism, they will find a friend in the workers and peasants g
Soviet Russia! A powerful, challenging friend, unafraid ang
prepared! ’

The Fist in the Air is the friend, of the workers!

The Washington Disarmament Conference did- not disa
The Soviet Government was mnot invited to the Washingto
Conference. At Genoa the Soviet Government offered re
disarmamenet to the whole capitalist world! The = capitali
governments did not accept. They dared not accept, for thei
power rests upon force.

Very well! The Fist in the Air accepts the challenge o
the masters!

———

British Labor Party Conference
By J. T. Murphy.

It is impossible to do more than report the essentials o
this conference at this stage and to comment on a few of i
features.

The only storm scene of the Conference was ppvided by
the re-appearance of the question of Communist Party affiliatio
and the retention of the Edinburgh resolutions passed at t
previous Conference to make it impossible for the Communist
io penetrate the ranks of the Labor Party even as trades Uniog
delegaces.

~ Apart from the struggle on these issues the conferendt
registered a swee\%in movement towards the ‘‘right”. Fron
tte moment Mr. Webb propounded in his ‘opening speech 1h
theory of gradual growth through capitalism to socialism vi
the Fabian route, to the cheap sneers of Mr. Macdonald in th4
closing stages of the Congress against the resolutions of protes
concerning the treatment of subject races witlun the British
Empire, the Conference was subject to the leaders’ over
bearing consciousness of their prospects as a Labor Govern
ment. They declared “We are on the threshhold of power”
Entranced by the vision they proceeded tfo elimingte and decr
everything which might be deemed a working class measure o
a direct challenge to capitalism. These things they manage
adroitly by selecting men to move resolutions the very essencq
of which was a flat contradiction to everything with which the
had been associated. Lansbury, known everywhere as -associated
with Republicanism, was quickly called on to queer the pitch fo
anyone who might be led to believe that labor would interfere
with the monarchy. Bob Williams was called on to lamely defend
the gross neglect of the Party on the question of the Rand
murders. And so they trimmed their sails towards the spoils o
office, shedding every semblance of proletarian loyalty that they
possibly could. .

Thus the official lead swept onward to all outward appea
rances triumphant. But the struggle on the issue of the positing
of Communists and ihe Communist Party in relation to the
Labor Party, compelled other modifications which I will indicat¢
before dealing with the Commmunist question.

) Lasi year at Edinburgh the Labor Party flashed a resoiu
tion through in support of the Social Revolutionaries in Russia
Although another was included in the Executive Report thi
year, it was never mentioned. Nor did Mr. Macdonald ventur
io tread even ever so lightly upon the claims of Georgia, althouf
again a resolution was down for reference. Nor did Mr. Hender-
son dare to make the same references to ‘‘Religious persecutiod
in Russia” that he made at Hamburg. This silence is as signi
ficant as the tongue in cheek resolutions on the monarchy, the
Rand and the Subject Races of the Empire. It means that therq
was a stron%er element at the conference prepared ‘jo challengé
them than what they wistred to be publicly known. It means thal
the figures so widely broadcasted concerning Communist defea!
are not true indications of Communist strength or influence
either in the Conference or outside. This I will proceed to show.
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party were 366,000 in favour, 2,880,000 against. On the face
of these figures. which, let it be noticed, are characteristic of
almost all votes cast on any anti-official resolution, the Com-
munist Parté has increased its vote by about 100,000 since the
Edinburgh Confreence. Now let us analyse the votes a little.
There are two kinds in a Labor Conference, one the vote of
Jocal Labor Parlies and Trades Councils, the other the bloc vote
of the unions. It is the latter which counts heavily. For example
Mr. Hodges casts on behalf of the Miners nearly 1,000,000
yoies. Mr. Cramp, on behalf of the National Union of Rail-
waymen casts between 300,000 and 400,000 votes. All the Unions
meet separately before the Conference and decide how their
yoles are going to be placed. On this question the Miners’ voted
06 against affiliation and 50 for affiliation, but all the votes went
against. In the N.U.R,, through the absence of one delegate, all
the votes went againsl the Communist Party as was proven when
the conference decided on the question of granting the Labor
Whip to Newbold. Then the voting of the Railwaymen was 3 to
3 and so in the conference the Railway men did not vote at all
on that question. These incidents retating to the biggest unions
show how unrepresentative is the published card vole. Last
vear the Conmmunist Party had only seven members present.
This year 36. In addition to the ‘scores of union branches
sending resolutions in support of Communist Party affiliation
1 has to be recorded that iwo unions were giving national
support, viz, the Distributive workers with nearly 100,000 votes
o cast and the Clothing Workers with nearly 50,000 votes. Both
were absent through disputes. In addition, 48 local Labor Parties
and Trades Councils, many of which are of great importance
i the Labor Party, were pledged to support Communist Party
affiliation.

If other evidence is required to demonstrate {he growth
of the influence of the Commmunist Party and the reason for
the leaders putting the soft 1 on their criticism of the Workers'
Republic, the withdrawal of Clause (b) of the Edinburgh Resolu-
tions should suffice. It is this clause which was used to exclude
the Communists as represeniatives of the Unions from the Labor
Party Conferences, local and national.

It was obvious that 36 delegates would take more throw-
ing out than 7. It was equally clear that such an action would
be in flat contradiction to a large body of opinion in the Labor
Party. But it was also known that in the event of any attempt
to exclude them from the Conferemce there wowd be a revolt
among the unions. The Labor Party Executive in their keeness
to destroy the Commimists had interfered with the right of the
wnions to elect their own delegates according to their own con-
stitution, On the night before the opening of the Conference the
Labor Party Executive sent round to the Union Conferences an
intimation fo the effect that the E. C. would put forward a re-
solution to withdraw Clause (b) of the Edingburgh amendments
to the Constitution. In the Con ce the following day Bromley
of the Locomotive Engineers and Firemen intimated that if any
of his union members had to leave because they were Commu-
nists, he would have to withdraw the whole delegation of his
union. Brownlie of the Engineers was placed in the same po-
sition. The Communists stayéed amd have accordingly won a
considerable victory.

After the question of Communist affiliation had been
decided, the Conference rejected, by 2,227,000 to 219,000 votes,
a motion to extend the La{mr Whip to Newbold in Parliament.
Nexi came the discussions ‘arising out of the Executive Report
and the Chairman’s address. The latter was in marked contra-
distinction to the former, which embodied the report of the
Hamburg Couference. The first clause of the new Cockney
International declares for the class struggle. Succeeding state-
ments approved of extra-Parliamentary action via the Rome reso-
lution. The report came home to foost. The committals of
{he .Labour Party at Hamburg were totally forgotten, whilst
the"Hamburg Conference and its confusion were entirely omitied
from the leading speech of the Conference. It was a thorou h-
roing British Constitutional Fabian Speech: in short, Mr, Webt’s
speech, and in flat contradiction to the retiring Chairman’s
speech at last year’s conference. On that occasion Mr. Joweit
declared “ The old order in industry and commerce can only
be re-established if the worker will consent to lower his standard
of living to have sufficient balance to pay the colossal sums of
interest on war debt, watered capital, fabricated bankers’ credits
and inflated rents. It is-no use now expecting to remove this
massed collection of evil imposition by gradual ameliorative
reform. We can make little impression o it that way in the
lifetime of a generation. Besides; it-is like mowing ripe. thistles.
As you cut down this year’s ¢top, you scatter the seeds of the
Ilm. N . . it ‘ ’ ’
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Labor Party, to meet early in 1924. At this convention, there slavery and misery that capitalism brings them. - The- fleet The card yote figures on the affiliation of the Communist ‘It is the new social order we want. Nothing else will prevent

the degradation of labour now. But the Government and all *he

other lorces at the disposal of capitalist ascendancy, including
the Press, insist on maintaining the old order. Hostile legis-
lation, and the sequestration of public funds to pay the debt

charges make our work on public bodies increasingly difficult*.

Thus Mr. Jowett in 1922. And now Mr. Webb in ‘;%2)’3: “For :he
Labour party, it must be plain, Socialism is rooted in political
democracy; which necessarily compels us to recognise that every
step towards our goal is dependent on gaining the assent and
support of at least a numerical majority of the whole people.
Thus, even if we aimed at revolutionising everything at once,
we should be comR:lled to make each particular change only at
the time, agd to the extent, and in the manner in which ten or
fifteen million electors could be brought {o consent to it. How
anyone can fear that the British electorate, whatever mistakés
it may make or may condone, can ever go too fast or {oo far is
incomprehensible o me. That, indeed, is the supremeiy valuable
safeguard of any effective democracy.

“But the Labour par(f', when in due course it comes to be
entrusted with power, will naturally not even want to do every-
thing at once. Surely, it must be abundantly manifest to any
instructed person that, wkilst it would be easy to draft procla-
mations of universal change, or even enact laws in a single sitting
purporting to give a new heaven and a new earth, fhe result,
the next morning. would be no change at all, unless, indeed,
the advent of widespread confusion. Once we face the necessity of
Eumng our princngles first into bills, 10 be fought through

ommittee clause by clause; and then imto the appropriate
administrative machinery for carrying them into execution from
one end of the kingdom to the other —and this is what the Labour
party has done with its Socialism—the inevitability of gradualness
cannot fail to be appreciated.”

Affer this tke conference came back to tlie report with sharp
challenges from the Communists re Russian and Ruhr Policy.

Mr. J. R. Clynes was severely castigated for his coward{y
attack on Russia in the “ Financial Times” during the Anglo-
Russian crisis. But Mr. Webb refused to go into the matter when
the article was produced. Then Comrade Pollitt weighed in on
the Ruhr question as follows: — y

“] wish to refer back the pages dealing with the attitude of
tte International towards the Ruhr, and that it be taken as
a vote of censure on the Executive Committee.

“The German workers are fighting between (wo enemies, German
Fascism and French lmgen'alism. e should not betray them but
help them. Let this Conference compel the Executive to participate
in great intermational demonstrations.

“Everywhere the Labor Party musl organize mass demon-
strations at home and rouse the masses to action, to get the
British troops withdrawn. It must work for an international
general strike as a means of helping the German workers to
win their struggle.”

The Conference next passed a composite resolution on
foreign policy. This dealt with the new International, the Ruhr,
Reparations and Peace, and Russia. When one compares it
witl the Hamburg Conference resolutions, it is seen how much
was withdrawn under the fire of criticism from the Communists.

Then a pious resolution was passed in profest against the
increase of British air forces and a declaration was made
therein that this increase was a preparation for new wars. But
the Conference gave not a single moment (o the preparation
of the workers for action against war.

The debate on disarmament resolutions and the treatment
of subject races within the British Empire reveals Imperialism
and sociat patriotism absolutely rampant. Comrade Longstaff, a
Labor Party representative from Barrow, moved a resolution
protest agagins! the treatment of subject races. Cmradc Tanner,
seconding the resolution, said:  Why does British Imperialism
oppress native races. Because their subiechon is necessary to the
dominance of British Finance Capital. [f our pious horror meais
anything, it means tha¢ Labor must stand for the complete
independence of all subject peoples.” ‘ ‘

Ramsay MacDonald got up to reply, swealing piely and
indignation. ~His indignation was due {o the fact that Barrow
is not represented by a Labor Member of Parliament! Longstaff
retorted that they had already had a Labor representative, and
because he had not fought for the workers had lost the
seat. MacDonald collapsed.

On disarmament two resolutions were moved. One called:
upon the Government to convene an- international disarmament
conference. This was passed. The other called on ‘the Labor
Party in Parliament te, vote against all military estimates. It
shouLl be remembered that on the recent debate on Naval Esti-
mates in the House of Commons, the Parliamentary Labor Party
came to an arrangement to regard Naval Estimates as nan-
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controversial. This was done to facilitate Labor M. Ps. absence
for May 1st Labor Demonstrations.

'{he motion fo oppose Military Estimales was defeated.
The Labor Party is therefore free to vole war credils in defence
of the Empire.

A variely of minor parliamentary domestic questions were
afterwards machined through the Confereuce.

As if to throw into sharp reliel the remoteness of the
leaders from the actual every day struggle of the masses, the
Couference had hardly closed when a spontaneous dock strike
spread from port to port.

The Railwaymen were in nalional Conlerence faced with
demands for reductions. The Boilermakers had been locked out
jor more than 2 months. The Miners had been let down by the
Goveranient, their national Coalerence was at hand and not a
single proposal had been put lorward to help the masses o fight
togetler. Dazzled by the vision of a Parliameniary smajority the
workers were thought of ouly in relalion o votes.

Thus the British Ymperial Labor Party winked at is
Cockney International, bowed low to the Empire, shook hands
with the middle class and turned deaf ears to the cry of the
workers.

The French Iron-Works Commiitee
and its War Aims '
By A. Ker.

In the course of the year 1905, Mr. Robert Pinot wrote a
confidential communication in which he ressed his anxiety
regarding the disastrous resuits impending the great heavy
industrial undertakings, should Lorraine revert to France He

ressed solely the standpoint of the Comité des Forges, whose
icy is conducted by him, when he advocated the constitution of
Alsace-Lorraine as a meutral state, independent of France. This
state was to be scparated from the mot country by a wall of
protective duties in order to Eturd the ecomomic privileges of
the iron-working magaates of Briey, of Pompey, of Creuzot, and

~ of Saint-Etienne

This altitude was very difficult to defend, and it was
doubtless abandoned, for in 1917, a member of the leading com-
mission of the iron-works committee laid dowu the program of
the grenade and armoured plate manufacturers as olfows:

“The treaty of peace must restore to us the orc basm
of Lorraine. The refurn of the Lorraine mines to France will
secure for us the supremacy in iron, and will opea out a brilliant
future for the French wetal industry, for it will double our
production, and deprive Germany oi tlie possibility of conducling
a future war agamst (wo fronts.™

And this leader of mdusiry suppkmented these idcas by
the following parable:

“[f you invile a friend to dianer, you ask him to bring
his own bread with him. (This was at the time when bread was
rationed.) When we invite the iron indusiry of Lorraine to
resunte ite place in the French industrial system, we request it
at the same ime {o bring its bread with 1, that is, the Saar
coal, other wise it cannol be a welcome guest here.”

The peace came. The gentlemen of {he Comité des Forges,
the great victors of the war, believed that row their wishes would
be fulfilled. In 1871 there were 38 blasi furnaces in Lorraine,
whose output did not exceed 200,000 tons annuaily. In November
1918 these figures had risen to 68 praclically quite up-to-date
blast jurnaces with an annual producing capacity of 3,800,000
ions of ore, thus am increase of approximately 1800 per cent.
This rich prize, at first lield by the state, ﬁnai{y passed enfirely
into the haads of the iron-works commiltee.

*

The great hopes set on the return of Lorraine to France
have not been fulfilled. The conditions created by the peace
cffered uncxrectcd difficulties. Under German rufe, the metal
industry of the Moselle areas was an integral part of the great
Rhenish-Lorraine economic  district, the ﬁosdlc district
supplying iron ore and the Ruhr the coke. This natural economic
umity, cul in twain by Foch’s sabre, suffered doubly, for il was
simuitaneously deprived of indispensable fuel and of its markets.
It is now imperative to re-unite these threads, broken since 1918,
if the industry of Lorraine is ever to emerge from a crisis which
threatens (o become permauent. Saar coal camuot be uirlized as
a complement to the Lorraine ore; it is not suitable for making
ooke. ~Thus of the 11 million fons of coal supplied from the Saar

ts in 1922, only 317000 were supplied to the Lorraine blast
rnaces

At the same time Germany obtained fresh foothold in the
world’s markets, thanks {o the cheapness of her means of trams-
port, her coal. aud man-power, which enabled German industry

to charge 50% lower prices than its comgetitors. Ev.
subshnhgal reduction in the price of coal proved insufﬁcicf:; 1:
protect even home markets against this competition.

. Beiore the war, France produced 5 million tons of irgy
with which she aboul covered her own needs. The addition of
Lorraine and the Saar district increases this producing capac'y
to 11 millions a year, an increase of 6 million tons over iy
above the highest tome consumption. If these quantities canu,,
be consumed, it is useless to produce them! This is the dilemm,
of the French metal industry: it has either to export or 1o cles:
down ils works. ’

In addition to this, the war brought a threefold expans o
to French indusiry: improvement and enlargement of indusirial
equipment—geographical  reorgamization of  undertakings -
perfecting of indusirial and coumercial organizatory appar: us
And this enhancement of rroductive power unforium'.:li
coincides with an extraordinary falling oft in orders, which j
not surprising in view of the limitation of the markets of Ceiin
and Eastern Furope. 1t may be safely maintained that a: (he

esent moment, there are at least 100 blast furnaces 100 many
in Furope. Are the furnaces in Westphalia o be,extingui i
in order that those of Lorraine may set going again? llp
to now it has been Lorraine which has suff chiefly from this
state of affairs, for ils cuslomers were those of Thyssen, Reo-
ling, Stumm, the members of the former Rhenish-Lorrane
cariel. These were German customers, not liable {0 be won « o
at a moment’s notice to Briey, Anzin, and Creuzot. Thyssm
and Krupp have mercly surrendered a part of their {rade bo<s,
merely the material and equipment; they have retained their
clicnfels. Schneider has been obliged to admrt that it does not
suffice 1o scat oneself in the deserted chair of a German industrial
magnale in order {o take the place of that magpate in the workl’s
marke(s. The cheapness of tire goods created l?:e market, and ihe
proiitability of an industry is dependent on its markeis. i
order {0 be abie to export 6 million (ons of iron in the form of
finished or half finished manuiactures, the sellers must be able
to deliver at prices compeiing with these of foreign supplirs.
And thus we arrive back again at the problem of fuel: in orier
1o produce 11 million tons of iren, 13 million tous of coke ar
required, but the French coking furnaces, including those o
Lorraine and the Saar country, and even those in course of coi-
struction. can only supply a maximum of 6 miilion tons.

Where are the required 7 million lons of coke to be found,
without which the mighty undertakings of Lorraine are norma!ly
bound to work at a loss?

There is only one means: {o return {o the pre-war suppler,
that is, to Germany; to speak more exacily, to the Ruhr valley.
This is the sole means of ensuring vitality to French mefal

industgi’

ring the peace preliminaries, a coke agreement was
laid down in the Luxemburg protocol, providing for a regular
exchange of German coke and Lorraine minette: ome fon of
coke in exchange for 1%4 tons of ore. This agreement was noi
held to by the French. Shut off from those sources of ore, (he
Germans turned to Austria, Sweden, and Spain; they sought fresh
sources of supply, and with such success that within two years
they were almost entirely ind ent of the ore of Lorraine:
in 1013, they obtained 26 million tons from Lorraine, in 1922
only 32000 tons, But the French metal industry continued to
require Wes(phalian coke in as great a ree as before.

Truly it was mot necessary ‘‘to win the war” fo laud
in such a situation. \

But Germany has got to supply coal, and the amount fixed
upon since the London conference (August 1922) is 1,200,000 {ons
monthly for the allies collectively. ily 11,710,365 toas have
been supplied of the 13,845,000 to be delivered to France in the
year 1922. Thus a delivery deficit of 15%. Up to the invasion
of the Rulr basin, those arrears in delivery were demanded w i1
the strongest insistence, although France and Belgium had ample
suplplies of coal, so that great quantilies of Saar and reparation
coal were re-purchased by Germany. The Comité des Fores
demanded those quantities of coal through the reparation con
mission, in order to force Germany {o increase her delivery of
coke. In this way the delivery figures of melallurgic coke rose
frome 3,082,000 tous in 1921 (o 4,302,000 tous in 1922,

One day the French government had it ascertained by the
reparation commission that the delivery of fuel fell 15% bclow
the required amounts. It is every evident that even il these
deliveries had been fully carried oul, the situation of the French
blast furnaces wouid scarcely have beem beitered, for therc 8
too great a difference between the reparation delivery shorizz®
and fhe actual shortage of the French metal indusiry. In real.i.
the Comité des Forges nmeeds mew agreememts. And therefort
the iron magnates marched inio the Ruhr valley.

Is it possible to force the rulers of Germany lo capitula®
on the question of coke and of selling markets, witho
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ibilating German industry at the same time, or at least
$jecﬁnhg“gntothcpredominmofak'grutl"mdlmem
firms? Ihe leaders of the Comité des korges have mever

pelieved (his, and some of their first spokesmen have

this very clearly. Thus M. Adolphe Delemer, the chief editor of

the periodical Semaine politique écomomique et sociole wWroie as

follows one year before the Ruhr occupation:

«Tomorrow, when ihe Rutx is occupied, as the Rhine
was occupied yesierday and today, it will be ver doubtiul
if the Germans will give way. This we know. lhe maller
is perfectly cloar. We demand from Germangethat she agrees
{o her own annihilation. And if we go there despite this
knowledge then it is because we are secking something else.
What idea is actualing us?

For us, the occupation of the Ruhr area can ouly be
oi advantage if we are resolved, from now ounwards, {o
deprive Germany of her supremacy in {he mefal industry.
The occupation has to be a meaus of weakening German
industry, and of securing for us absoluie power over iron. At
the present time, Germany is the most powerful competitor
in the markets of the world. To exclude Germany from this
position by the means at our disposal, and {o place ourszlves
in her position, this is an object worth the venture of the
Ruhr occupation, if we really succeed in accomplishing it.

The low value of our currency will then permit us
to compete with England, who at the moment is harassed by
German competition. The hour will have arrived at last
for taking a leading position in the markeis of the world.”

The weekly periodical L'Usine also expressed the same
without the slightest circumlocution. And why be afraid of
expressing it wﬁen backed up by the most powerful army in the
world?

« As lords of the coal reserves in {he Rukr and Saar
areas we should be lords of a part of the European market,
and 1 think that we shall know how to impose a duly on the
coal supplied to German and neutral industry which will
sulfice 1o restore he baiance in favor of our indusiry, and
will at the same time provide pledges for our reconsiruction.

As lords of the Ruhr we could discuss with English
importers as equals, and could impose our terms on them.

The most doubtiui point would only be the aftitude
of the German workers fowards us, and the question as fo
whether the passive resisiance fhey are reconunended {o
maintain will really be kept up. We are of the opinion fhat
it will be possible to arnve at a tolerable agreement with
them; in any case this is mecessary, for there are half a
million officials and employees alone.”

Such utierances, made a ycar before the Ruhr expedilion,
show with the utmost clearness that the clique whose interests
were at stake were under no delusions as (o the aim and exient
of the Ruhr underiaking, and that the seizure of pledges as
guarantee for the reparafion paymenis was only intended to
serve as pretext for veiled annexalion. Besides {his, the methods
of occupation and organization 1o be adopted were long a matler
of debate in governmental circles. In 1921 it was already deter-
mined that the fechnical leadership of (he invaded ferrifory was
to be enirusted fo a commssion comsisting of: M. Talfanell,
direcior of the iron-works of Chatillon Commentry; M. Daume,
director of the steel works of Saimt Chamiond; and M. Ader,
former director of tiie national coal bureau.

German big imdusiry, having the government of the
country at its hec% and cal{ had omnly one available means of
escaping the seizure of the Ruhr: that of admifting the great
firms of the Comité des Forges fo a 60% participation in the
mining and metal undertakings of Wesiphalia. As the German
industrial magnates would not capitulate on these terms, Pom-
caré suddenly noticed that 15%  of coal was short in the
Germap payments in kind for 1922; and a few thousaud telegraph
poles besides. )

The pretext was found. M. Robert Pinot bad only to pull
the string and the reparation conmmssion marionefles spranﬁ
up in umexampled indignation. The 1,500,000 heroes who fe
in the war, the sufferings of the devastated areas, the sacredness
of the peace treaty, ali were remembered once more—and our
soldiers marched gloriously into Essen.

The Release of Mariy, a Greai
Victory for the Communist Pa
. of France g

AH resistance on the part of the Poincaré government
{o the storm of protest of the proletariat was fulile. On the
17th of July, the strong man, the illustrious queror of the
Ruhr district was obliged to release Marty lrom the prison

in Clairvaux. The Humanité writes as follows over thi
in its leading article: this event

“Four years and {hree months after his arrest in the
Black Sea, four years and a few days after his senfencing
to 20 years penal servitude, has André Marly been dischar-
ged from the Clairvaux prison. The bourgecis press lays
emphasis on the fact that this act of grace does not yet
signify the final liberation of the Black Sea Hero, which
will only be decided by the ministerial council on the 20th
g:gl. In the meanwhile the final anmesty for Marty bas

announced, Ed.) But that bhas nothing to do with the
matier. André Marty is at the end of his suffering, and no
one is in a position to send him back fo prison. The Com-
munist Party can record with satisfaction that this libera-
tion is the result of their work. It tcok the undisputed
inttiative in this prolest movement, it has made the name of
Martly popular throughout ihe whole couniry. And it
has made him the “most elected man in France”. The
prolonged endeavours of the party bave been crowmed with
success, Marly is free and we have one more aciive com-
rade in our ranks. The government has siated that it will
make a wide exercise of its right to grant amnesties. We
remind the government that the prisons of Lorraine are
full of mine workers who were con ied by an unheard of
dass justice on the occasion of the last sirike. We shall also
fead a campaign on their behalfl. And we are certain that
we shall rescue them from the prisons of the bourgeoisie.
Would it not be more politic to immediately grant them
iheir freedom?”

After his discharge from prison, Marty proceeded {o his
native town of Perignan, in order to visit his invalid mother.
On his arrival he was given a reception by an enoimous crowd
of people, tlowers were showered down on him and, borne up
ont the arms of the muhitude, he was conveyed to his Mother’s
house. From Perignan, Marty addressed the following telegram
to Comrade Cachin, the chiei editor of Humanite:

“Perignan, july 18, 1923. Dear Comrade, discharged
from the prison in Clairvaux early yesterday, I request you
to convey my thanks to all those who have worke for my
release. The illness of my moiher and a great weariness
will keep me for some time in mv native town. But 1 request
you (o express at once my deep thanks to the great mass of
the working class and io the whole proletariat for their
unwearicd activity on behalf of the great cause of amnesty.
I shall never forget, that sifice the first days of my arrest
the workers rose up in protest against my cendemnation,
and that since then they have unceasingly demanded ny
release. Also convey my thanks to the right minded people
of all parties, to the workers’ organizations and to alk
groups who have been active on behalf of my liberation. Im
choosing the French Newspaper which bears the finest name
as the medium for conveying my thanks to the working
class, 1 do so in memory of the igrvea( Jaurés, who gave to
the proletariat more than lus fireedom, mamely, his life.
When I am finally free and given back to active life I shall
settle as to mv fufure prospects and activity, On my release
some hundreds of letters were given to me which had been
opened by the censor and uot handed over om account of
the prison regulatigns. Please inform all those who have
so wrilten me, that it is impossible for me to thank every oné
of them individuall" and that | must by this means reply
to them all at ance.

With brotherly greetings,
A. Marty.”

On the occasion of Marty’s release, the Lorraine Miners’
Union sent a felegram (o Hamanité expressing the joy of the
Mine Workers over this event. But at the same time aitention
is called to the many l.orrame Mine Workers, who also, as
victims of class justice, fill the prisons. The telegram expresses
the conviction that the mass movement of {he French proletariat
will set free these victims of the mine owners in the same way
as it has brought freedom to Marty.

The Elections in Yugoslavia
By K. Novakovitch.
The elections which fook place in March in -Yugoslavia

were infiuenced by the tendency to racial and national groupings;
the main slogans of the electoral struggle were: For or against

the centralist Vidovan constitution, for or against its revision.

The main groupings of political forces in Yugoslavia are, on
tire ome sige. tg'e Croatian Slovene opposition with a federal
autonomous constitutional program, and, on the other side, the
Servian bloc, which is composed of radicals and democrats,
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 stands for the hegemony of the Servians in the new state, and

Bossesses a centralist constitutional program. ~The so-called
idovan constitution had been pushed through by the Servian
bloc in the year 1922. The Croatio-Slovene bloc has fought
untiringly against this constitution; it has simply refused to
recognize it, it has carried on an ener%‘etic counter-agitation
among the Croatian Slovene masses, and has even boycotted the
Parliament.

During the electoral struggle the Croatian Slovene bloc
contrived to utilize the national antagonisms, as well as the
system of terror against the workers in general and against the

P. in particular, very skillfully for its own purposes. It
succeeded in working upon the poor peasants and proletarians,
by means of the most radical watchwords, and in winning these
for federal autonomy. Thus the Croatian republican peasants’
party (H.R.S.S.) issued the slogan of a Soviet state “system,
of participation of the workers in the administration ol pro-
duction, and of the maintenance of friendly relations with Soviet
Russia. To be sure, a somewhat different form was given to this
slogan by the H.R.S.S. in places where eleclors of a different
social position were to be won, in order to unite capitalists and
proletarians in a common front. The Servian radicals and demo-
crats also carried on the election campaign from a national pro-
pagandisl standpoint only. All socirt questions were set aside,
and only the Independent Labor Party of Yugoslavia (N.R.P.].)
gathered a part of the town and country proletariat around it,
and held the banner of irreconcilable class struggle steadily aloft,
even after two years of while terror.

During the electoral struggle the N. R. P. J. was subjected
to the severest persecution. In every part of the country it was
prohibited from holding election meetings. The lists of candi-
dates of the party were rejected by the authorities in several
places, entirely contrary fo law. Almost all the functionaries
and candidates of the parly were either interned or banished.
Such handbills and writings as were passed by the censor were
prohibited and confiscated by the police. The authorities and
the Fascist bands made it impossible in some places for. the
voters of the N.R.P.]J. to cast their votes in the electoral
struggle. Under these circumstances the N.R.P.]. was only

. able to obtain about 17,000 votes in :17 out of 50 electoral disiricts.

The terms of the reactionary suffrage law allow the
N.R.P.J. no seat in Parliament. The socialists played the rdle
of government supporters, and stood for a ceniralist govern-
mental policy in these elections, *in the name of the unity of the
people 7.

In Croatia, Slovenia, as well as in wide districts of Bosnia,
Macedonia, and Montenegro, the parties striving for a revision
of the constitution gained an overwhelming majority. The total
number of deputies is 313. Of these, 109 seats fell to the radicals,
52 to the democrats, 69 to the H.R.S.S. (Radic), 8 to the
Germans, efc. The H.R.S.S. received 50 out of the 60 Croatian
seats.

Scarcely were {he elections over, however, when it became
evident that the Croatian and Slovene peoples had been deceived
by their bourgeoisie. 1t became apparent that the Croafian-
Slovene bloc did not represent any revolutionary nationalist
movement. Instead of proclaiming a Croatian éepublic, the
H. R.S.S. began, together with its allies the Slovene clericals,
elc., negotiations with a part of the Servian radicals. The
temaining small parties, as for instance the Germans, the
“ autonomist” Montenegrins, etc., had already come {o an agree-
ment with the government of the Servian ragdicals, at the price
of a mess of pottage.

The Radical Party, which has emerged from the elections
stronger than before, thanks to the government pressure in its
favor, possesses no majority in Parliament without the democrats
or without the Radic Party (H.R.S.S.). The H.R.S. S, as well
as the Clerical Party, which is a bitler enemy of the democrats,
are anxious to prevent a governniental coalition of the radicals
with the democrats. To this must be added that Radic—after
_speakinF, during the electoral campaign, against participation
in Parliament—could .not possibly enter Parliament after the
elections, as the voters would have at once perceived the men-
dacity of his attitude. Thus Radic and the radicals came at
Zagreb, to an agreement, which was set down in a protocol.
In this protocol, which is being anxiously kept secret, the first
point laid down is the reciprocal readiness to come to an under-
standing. The conditions are further stated which have to be
fulfilled by the government of the radicals, if they want to prove
their readiness to continwe the negotiations and to arrive at a
final agreement. These conditions include everything required

-by Radic to maintain his authority and the confidence of the
masses in him: the nomapplication of the severest paragraphs of
the centralist constitution and the amelioration of the arbitrary
police régime in the couniry. The main poinis of the protecol
refer to the following: Assurance of the non-application of the

law on the administrative division of the state, according'to which
Croatia was to be divided into several administrative distric(s.
repudiation of all democratic administrative organs which haye
persecuted the H.R.S.S.; withdrawal of all political commms.
sarjes dppointed as authorities in those elective municipalifies
which re allegiance to the new constitution; cessation of
all persecution of the H.R.S.S.; equalization of taxation
(hitherto Croatia and Slovenia have been relatively more heavily
burdened with taxation); obligation of the radicals-to form the
government without the democrats. Besides this, the protocol
states that the next elections are to be conducted as far as
possible, under the slogan of an understanding between the
Servians, Croatians, and Slovenes.
tioned, the strictest secrecy has beem maintained over this pro-
tocol, still the masses are already beginning, if vaguely, to see

through the game being played. Croatian peasant masses (for.

instance in Stubica) have already, since the elections, had 1o
bear the blows of the butt-ends of the guns of the royal soldiery,
for daring to give expression to their republican views. The
working mmsses of Croatia and Slovenia are suffering under
the blows dealt them by the capitalist offensive of their bour.
geoisie. The poor masses of the peasantry saw salvation from
social misery in their emancipation from the centralist régime.
The demagogy of the H.R.S.S. and the fact that an efficient
political balance {o this partf' is completely lackin)ia, enables it fo
continue to conceal the truth from the masses. But the forces
which the centralist regime of white terror has itself awakencd,
will prove a great dan;;er to it should these forces succeed in
separating themselves from the H.R.S.S. and in organizinﬁ
for the struggle against the whole Yugoslavian bourgeoisie an
its reaclionary aims. Herein lies the main task of the Inde-
pendent Labor Party (N.R.P.J.).

The following question now arises for the N.R.P.]:
What are the prospects of an aﬁreement between the bourgeoisies
of Servia, Croatia, etc.? Although willingness {o agree may
exist, a mutually satisfactory agreement is not easily arrived at.
The main quesfion is: which of the bourgeoisies is to have the
opportunity of utilizing the economic advantages which can only
be obtained by the aid of governmental power? The ““ Croatian
Republic” will easily recover from the loss of.Radic, but the

"Servian bourgeoisie will not abandon its privileged position so

easily. So long as it can avail itseff of the soldiery and tice,
it will claim the lion’s share of the looting being carried on by the

_ state; it will insist on keeping its hold on the whole statie appa-

ratus and on maintaming its influence on administration; it will
attempt to maintain its position in relation to the great imperialist
wers by means of great concessions, in order to secure large
])::ms. Besides this, it will try to win the milita-ay authorities
and the crown to its side by granting privileges and advantages.
The Croatian Slovene bourgoeoisie, on the other hand, iinanc_iallr
stronger than the Servian bourgeoisie, natignally well organized,
and supported besides by the broad masses, will exert every
endeavor to gain equal rights in the plundering of the working
people. At the moment both sides are frying to gain fime (0
consolidate their position. It is not unlikely that the Servian
bourgeois}e will attempt to compel the complete acceptance of the
constitution by the couniry. The Croatian and Slovene masscs
will then be the more disappointed. L
Although the work being done by the N.R.P.J. is, i
this situation, beset with many difficulties, still the effects of (he
bourgeois national antagonisms are preparing the soil for the
united front of the proletariat.

The Trial of the Belgian Communisits
By M. Cachin.

On the 9th July, there began in the law court of Brussels,
the rial of the 15 members of the Communist Party of Belgium
indicted by the Theunis government. Although the jury who have
to .judge our comrades consists of members of the propertied
classes, the invalidity of the_indictment is so obvious that it is
impossible to believe it will bring in a verdict against the accused,
We confidently hope that the Belgian * commrunist conspiracy
will collapse as miserably as the “ plot” on account of which our
French comrades were accused. Shortly before the beginning of
the trial, the Communist Party of Belgium made clear to the
working class the emptiness of the accusation. This purpose was
served by three great meetings, held in Brussels, Seraing, amnd
Chatelineau. All three meetings were highly successful. Thou-
sands of, workers enthusiastically followed the slogans of the
Communist Party. No-doubt the number of our adherenis
Brussels and the industrial districts is still few, but a mighty
change in the views of the working class is observable in con-
nection with this trial. The Communist Party had called upo!
the Sacialist Pariy to take part in the demonstrations in favi’
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of the arrested comrades. The reformists refused this invitation
in a shameful and fraudulent declaration. They forbade their
followers to take part in the demonstration, but many members
of the Socialist Parly condemned the attitude agdopted by their
leaders. Six social democratic town councillors took part in the
demonstration which marched in procession through the streets
of Brussels as a sign of sympathy with the arrested Communists.
The metal workers’ union, the building workers’ union, the
employees’ union, and the teachers’ union, were officially re-
presented at the demonmstration. The procession was fol{owed
by a meeting. This had to be held out of doors, as all the halls
in Brussels, including the People’s House, had been refused to
the Commmunists. At this meeﬁng, several representatives of the
trade unions spooke in favor of the comnmmist viewpoint, and
the socialist mumicipal counciller Marteaux, of Brussels,
stignatized in the sharpest terms the cowardice of his party.

The demonsiration held in Seraing, the centre of the
Belgian metal industriy, had an equally brilliant success. In
the course of the meeting which followed it, a social demacratic
deputy, Demblon, protested against the attitude taken by the
committte of his party, while the meeting held in Chatelinau,
in the Chareroi mining area, was attended with the same
success.

The trial of these 15 communists is being followed with
intense interest by the whole Belgian proletariat. The accused
are in excellent spirits; they are perfectly aware that the real
reason for their irial is that they belong to the 3. International,
and because some of them took part in the Essén conference.
It is the intention of the Brussels government, by this deed of
violence, to place the Communist Party outside of the law. The
French comrades are following with brotherly sympathy the trial
of the Belgian conrrades who have been in prison for 4 months
for the “crime” of communism.

FASCISM

Iniernational Fascism
and the Communisi International
By Karl Radek.

Today Fascism is no longer a special fruit of Ifalian
events, but an international phenomenon. But it is only in Italy
that it is in power, and here it has created a Fascist state,
just as Russia is the first state of the proletariat. But the
waves of Fascism are running high in Germany and in Czecho-
Slovakia; it is beginning its attack in Anterica, in France and
in Austria. Fascism, as we shall see further, is a petty bour-
geois reaction against the situation created by the war, a petty
lourgeois reaction which big capital is anxious make use of
for the restoration of its power wherever this is overthrown
or shaken. The difference between the position of the bourgeoisies
of various countries is much greater than the differences within
and thus the policy pursued by the petty
bourgeoisies of different countries is marked by more essential
differences than those to be observed in the position and policy
of the working classes of the different countries, although these
also show numerous points of difference. We shall not occupy
ourselves at the moment with the various phases of the Fascist
movement in the various countries, but solely with that as%ect
of the movement which all countries possess in commron. For
this purpose we must first devote our attention to Ceniral and
South European Fascismt, for if ‘we extend our observation to
American Fascism, or to the Fascism which is only just arising
in England, we find that in these countries, the movement is at
present nothing more nor less than the preparation of new
fighting methods on the part of big capital, which desires to be
ready 1n case state power should fall into the hands of the petty
bourgeoisie.

What do we find common, to ltalian, German, Czecho-
Slovakian, and Austrian Fascism? The most striking com-
parison is formed by the regime of Horthy, the executioner of
the Hungarian workers, and the regime of Mussolini. In both
cases, we find orgies of reaction, in both cases the most savage
persecution of the labor movement. It may even be asserfed that
in Hungary the persecutionts are fen times as savage as in
Italy, although the Hungarian government is not a Fastist one.
Every coumter-revolutionary power, or counter-revolutionary
movement i not necessarily Fascism. In what do the Fascisti
differ from the Humgarian White counter-revolutioiists? The
Fascist movement is the movement 'of broad petty-bourgeols
magses, whilst white ‘governments of the Morthy ty et?i)od%
the wictory of feudal capitalist groups. ite governmerits o

‘in spirit because it has been so reared during the

the Horthy description end no longer serving the

feudalism, nor the cause of the restorgtion of tlfe eﬁuﬁng
owning state of society, but solely the cause of the banking and
industrial magnates. And'hgre'the Fascist movement ends too,
for in present-day Europe it is only possible to rule on the basis
of a proletarian or large bourgeois policy; today, no politics can
be based on the petty bourgeoisie alone.” But the difference bet-
ween a Fascist government or movement and a white feudal-
capitalist movement consists in the fact that the white govern-
menfs (as for instance the Horthy government) come into
existence in the form of a movement arising out of the old
ruling classes, which strive for the restoration of.old conditions,
whilst the Fascist movements, in so far as they represent .the
thoughts and feelings of the broad masses fighting under the
banner of Fascism, cherish the hope of being able to build up
life on new foundations—foundations whose outlines are still
very vague, but which it is hoped will free the petty bourgeoisie
from all the burdens which the war has cast upon it.

Wherein do the roots of the Fascist movement lie? The
root of the Fascist movement is in the proletarianizing of broad
masses of the petty city bourgeoisie by the war. The decay of
state finances, the disintegration of the currency system, the rise
in prices, and the increase of taxation, have led to an ii
verishment of the intelligenzia, of the lower officials, of the
officers, and of considerable strata of tradespeople. These
masses have been everywhere seeking a means of escape: they
seek new paths, new forms of life. ﬁﬁer the war the represen-
tatives of social democracy and of various small bourgeois parties
came into power in Germany, in Czecho-Slovakia, in Ausiria
and in Haly. The masses of suffering petty bourgeoisie expecte«f
that these governing powers would alleviate their situation would
change their condition of life. But these afterations can only
be aftained by a united fight against the big bourgeoisie, by
beginning to organize life on socialist principles. Social demo-
cracy, afraid of big capital, and lacking in faith in the creative
power of the proletariat, has proved incapable of fulfilling this
task. It has everywhere not only made compromises, but has
actually capitulated to the big bourgeoisie, as.a result of which
it has not alone secured the actual victory of the big bourgeoisie
in every country, and undermined the confidence of Eroad masses
of workers in socialism, but has also driven the enquiring masses
of the petty bourgeoisie to the conviction that socialism is a
swindle, that it is not capable of building up a new life. And
as the situation of these masses has grown worse from day to
day, they have had to seek further, and now they have discovered
this Fascism, which says {o them: down with the deceits of
democracy, which means nothing but corruption and profit in the
working class to the detriment of the state—Ilet us form a strong
power, composed of courageous mien who will know how to
restore the shattered life of the bourgeoisie with a firm hand,
how to set the factories going again, to run the railroads without
deficit, to feed the starving petly bourgeoisie, and to give the
intelligenzia the position due to {hem in the state. The leadin
capitalist groups utilize this Fascist ideology for the purpose o
putting an end fo the impotent rule of democracy. It is not that
democracy prevenis them from ruling economic life, but it does
not guaraniee a powerful apparatus, working energetically and
without debate in their favor.

In the conquered countries, the decaying classes utilize
Fascism to refain their hold on existence. In Hungary, the
feudal-capitalist officers’ clique was able to seize power without
the aid of a broad petty bourgeois movement, for here the Soviet
power had been defeated by the Roumanian bayonets. But in
Germany or Ausiria, power can only be seized with the aid of
a broad petty-bourgeois movement, as the working masses in
these countries are lar {oo powerful to be placed understhe yoke
of a White Guard governement by means of a military conspi-
racy. This was demonstrated by the Kapp.-putsch in Germany
in 1920, when the military conspiracy was strangled by the
workers. In Austria, where one sixth of the fopu.lahon is orga-
nized in the trade unions, the victory of a small group of officers
would scarcely Jlast an hour if it were not backed up by a broad
petty-bourgeois movement. For this reason, the landowning and
officers’ cliques, who lost their state positions in consequence
of the military defeats and in consequence of the vidorg' of the
revolution in 1918, are now utilizing the misery of ®he petty
bourgeoisie, and the petty bourgeois national feeling# for the

rpose of preparing the way to their own~victory. The petty

urgeoisie of the vanquished coumtries is not omly mationalist
st -decades;
but because it only, needs to compare its present position with
its position before the war, during the reign of the Hohenzollerns
and Habsburgs, to come to the conclusion that it was much
better off un
and becomes the dupe of those
blame for its présent misery.

litical elements which are.te
It those who are battening on

the latter. Thus it seeks its ideals in the past;
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omics, all those who are raking in milliards
gf mhfiion?mun cliques of capitalist sharks—ail these are
mkingFascisnstmuxdrmmds,musmgﬁulr‘;sus
bands to get mto their hands those working masses who are
struggling against higher prices and the ever-increasing mxsergl:
This diagnosis of Fascism determines our stntég;y n omt
combat against it. 1t goes without saying that the mm;r:lmt
Party has to organize the defence of the working mass'? agi st
the Fascist bands, and it must be ready to defend 1tsel by arﬂ
of arms against the Fasast bands, for if Fascsm “!am;ggdiesi
it will signify the absolute sway of capitalism in 1ils Di o e
form. And this will again atiempt to restore its cicon e
at the cost of the working people. Bul we shot;ld noo{as.s,rm&
that it is only possible to fight Fascism by orcv:t R AT
This broad wmovement of the pett{’o—bourgeonsng mus o b
defeated by political weapons, by a Id n;vo!uhonary' policy, oy
the initative of the proletariat m re-({.subhshmg l;socxdy on l;nd
foundations. This will impart confidence to (he m;l:serst -
enable them fo believe that a mew regime has co!'mt,‘d m_irﬁ
which will rescue them from their growing want a'l‘lor LOV'ZI:
It follows from this that in order to msure our vic Jnt <
Fascism, we must win over the petty-bourgeots mJSStE.SJ 2 b
must make it plain to them that tuey are being u&d a‘s:_ccﬂs,
paws ia the hands of capitalism, of landowninZ a|_1A offi "
reaction. Fascism is the socialism of the petiy-bourgeos |;mzsc i
and it is only when we demonsiraie to them 1hat their lea t;JSt
are dragging them further down in (her wretched rf:os:m;n, \a:s
we shall be able 10 wrest them from the hands of those chgrmma
who are living on their impover‘xshmml. It is only nk\] t llﬁ w.sy‘
that the Communist Parues will not only resist the ascxf
wave, cut will also be able to direct it into e mnghty current o
o} i , 1 . i
the Mmlelc-a“(a:m:::?:l(lgel.mernalional differentiates this policy
most deluntely :rom the policy pursued by social dtuu{xragy.
Secial temocracy, vy renouncing the combat agamst the ;g
bourgcoisic. uehvered over the petty bourgeois Inasscs toht.e
jnilugnc:u of the iron, coal, and banking magnaies, who ave
delegated their power into the hands of the hands of tire officers
cliques, unaer the name of democracy, m order that ﬂ_re fevc»
hriionary labor movement mught be crushed. And thgs same
social democracy now shrieks aloud at the dangers of Fascism.
Today it strieks, but tomorrow will be ready to lick the boots
of the Fascisti, or at best to play the role of an |mp<')tcn‘t.oppo-
silion to the Fascist government. Social democracy, legmgi
to the debr:s of rotten democracy, in displaying the standard o
impoient pacifism, and, n the fight agamst high prices, mereiy
folding its hands n its lap, is not combaiting Fascism; 1t 18
merely widening the chasms dividing the petty bourgeois mass?
from ihe working class. When we Communists attempt to
differentiate between those suiferm%‘ elements among the Fasasti
which belong to the people, and those elements Wi ich are utr-
lizine Fascism for serving the purposes oi capitalist and land_(_)w-
ning reacticn, the social democrats cry out that we are malm;}g
comprom'ses with Fascism. This clamour on the part of the
social democrais 1s merely a sign of their own utter helplessness,
of their fear of being further shaken. We however know very
well that the working clase will beat back that attack of capital
whose Lighest form is Fascism, and will proceed to an atfack
on the citadel of capitalism itself. And in this struggle 1t will
not only unife the whole workin;{ class, but all the masses of
the people suffering from the e fects of the disintegration of
post war capifalisi

The Fascist irade Unions and ihe
Italian Proletariat

(By an Italian Comrade)

The principles of Fascist trade union work,are the follo-
wing: Fight against the * trade umion monop;!y ' of the Red
unions and for irecdom of labor (“ Open shop”), education io,|:
the co-operation of the classes, rolection of the * legitimate
interests of the worker. This whole activity must however be
carried oul on national principles, and must not disturb national

roduction.
P With respect to the “trade unjon monopoly ", the Red
irade unions in town and country have been shattered with the
grealest brutality. But after the organisations had been destroyed,
the monopoly of the Fascist organization was created. Where the
Fascisti do not succeed in “winning over” the workers, as for
inslance, in Molinella, they drait in workers from other districts,
and thousands of proletarians are thrown out of work because
they do not posscs the membership card of the ascist organisa-
tion. The manuiacturers and land owners are prohibited on pain
of death from engaging workers who do not belong to the

ascist union. No Red union can work ly in Haly' at the
. t time. Only a few irade unions mhchlncﬂ'hlve
E:mpennitledtoe:dsth the town. But even these are kept
under the sharpest supervision. They must not occupy themselves
with politics, affi have to notify the Fascisti beforehand of the
sessions and meetings, so that a representive of the Fascist
organization may aitend for pnmc of control. Unions which
rtfusetotolentcsuchs.\ziinkn nce, and who strive to maintain
the spirit of class wa are dissolved by the goverment as
seditious organisations. But when the Fascisti attempted to
extend their monopoly to the employer’s umion, they received a
very decided r‘tbu(i]g0 ) o .

With regard to lhecmqlm of the classes, it is obvious
the Fascisti have not su in_bringing the employers and
workers together in a common Fascist organization. All that has
been done towards protecling the justified claims of the proletariat
is as foiows: In 1022 the Fascisti, in order to make themselves
popular, restored the old tanit agrecments in many mr'll districts;
agroements which they themselves had formerly combatted with
fire and sword. This fact was strongly emphasized in the Fascist
newspapers. But after a few months, nothing was leit of these
tariff agreements between landowners and agriculiural laborers.
In upper Italy a Fascst regu'ation converted the small {enants,
who hitherto possessed a small piece of land, into landless
workers. recciving dairy wages according to a starvatun tarifl.
The case is sumlar with the worsening ol the positon of the
small tenants and agricultural laborers all over the coumiry.
The co-operatives of the smalt holders have everywhere k_rst[the:r
class war character. Every strike is forbidden the agricultural
laborers, as it would jeopardize the weliare of the country.

The position of the city workers has deteriorated correspon-
dingly. Whilst tre cost of living has enormously increased, wages
have been reduced by 30 to 60%. A gow:mt:ntal decree permits
{he 10 hour day. The laws for the protection of labor have been
annulled, and memployed benefit has been done away with. When
the I'ascisii, before the seizure of powtr, went angl;n_r: for support
with their demand ** profection of the legitimale interesis of ’the
workers ”, they succeeded in caiching a ceriain niwmber of w_o_rLcr‘s
with tlis slogan. But what this * protection of the Icgﬂmm.g
intercsts of the workers” really looks like, these workers are
now experiencing after 8 months of I_“asmst rule.

Edo Fimmen on e Neqessilg of ihe
Defensive Sirugdle against Fascism

Edo Fimmen, the social democratic leader of the Amster-
dam Transport Workers’ Iniernational, in ihe course of his sug-
estive speech recently delivered to the Workers of Aussig
; Slovakia) said: R '
(‘Zt(h'(‘)-(?;mrades)! We have sent from the }ntﬁnatnmal Fede-
ration of Trade Unions to the National Centrals, a wrifien
request to apprise us of the position in regard to Fascism i
the various countries. We have received a communication from
Germany fo the effect that, in Bavaria, the Orgesch 1s pren‘y
strong, ﬁut nothing was said concerning the rest of the country ()
Itis inown of course, that Fascism exists in other parts of Ger-
many besides Bavaria, but it has always been imagined that the
workers would give it short shrift.(!) -

if the working class in Germany neglects to defend itsell;
if the workers in Germany fail to do as L bave §uggest_e(.i 10
them in my arlicle in the “Bulletin of the h:nemauonal Trans
rt Workers' Federation”, and as the Vorwarts has also lately
demanded; if they do not proceed to the jormation of Arxr}tid
Hundredshafis (Fighting U;li'rts), then Germany will go exactly
1c way as ltaly and Hungary. ’
the sanﬁm (Jyerman vyvorkers wi%l be massacred and murdcred;
it will be all over with the socialist movement in Germany:
i of this already. o
e s“?f';ch;iopcny of the German workers is being destroyed,
in Munster, a labor printing works was blown up. These are
sure indications of what thg Fascists in Germany are doing
to-day to crush the socialist labor movement. :
The bourgevisie adheres to democracy only so long as :1
is serviceabie 1o i1, only so long as  can iherely deceive dan“
dope the wurk s And it progeeds without scnrtle o a o}
violerce the wioment it believes it can gam more by this than
by socailed democracy. | repeat from this platiorm: \\fh:
workers hate bloodshed! But we should by c if, at 1 :
moment when the enemy determines {0 fise armed agam:]
us, we were to rely upon democracy, upon our bare leg
ights! (Applause — . _
e In (Ihg}su-ugg)k which is none of our seeking, and in the
figiting methods which are mot our invention but which a(r)f!
forced upon us on the part of the bourgeoisie, it is the duty
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the working class — and even if we are a hundred times against
bloodshed and pacifists a thousand times over —, it is our
dul{.em procced against our adversary with the same weapons
as uses _sﬁnthususﬁc, applause).

And if in your Czecho-Slovakian Republic there are d:zmo-
crals — whether sodialist or. non-socialist — who remonstrate
with you, that this is ot the lask of the workers, and if to-
morrow, the social patriotic press iuveighs against Fimmen, then
iy}ou mhaﬁll call atiention to the act that at ﬁamburg not one of
1em

hopeless

onkeys or damnable hypocrites. (Loud applause.)

[ IN THE INTERNATIONAL

Death of Comrade A. Ker

We have just iearnt of the sudden death of our comrade

and contribulor A. Ker, an article from whose pen appears in
our present issue

As a syndicalist, he eniered the Third Iaternational in
ifs early days and was for a long time a member of the Party
Leadership of the Communist Party of France. He was repea-
tedly sent by the party as a delegate to the various international
conferences and as such took part in the conference al Essen.
He was also one of the accused in the recent commumist trial
and was persecuted by Poincar®’s agents. Comrade Ker carried
on an unceasing activity in the service of the party and in the
cause of the working class, and on economic questions in parti-
cular he was one of the best authorities. He lecaves behind an
incomplete and all too untimely interrupted, but nevertheless
significant life’s work. His economic writings, in particular his
recent booklet om the Ruhr Occupation, have added an excellent
weapon {0 the armoury of the Communist party.

He leaves us unexpectedly, while yet young, in the midst
of his activities and in the full strength of manhood. The Com-
munist Party of Fran‘(t loses in him one of its most valuable
fighters while the Communist International is deprived of a
man who remained frue to it after a deep inward crisis and
was ome of its sincerest supporfers. To his companion in life,
1o his relatives and to the Freach Cowmrades, we send expressious
of our warmest sympathy.

A Letier from ihe President of the
E.C.C.I o the Ceniral Committee of
ithe Socialisi Party of Italy

- It was not uatil the Enhri’ed Executive of the C.1. had
roplied {0 your letler, signed by Nobile, that we learnt of your
threat of expelling from t

at 4 party those comrades who are
publishing the Pagine Rosse. lu this we find evidence of fresh

hostility towards the Comintern. We cannot comprehend how
you can seek admitlance inio the Comuntern. and at the same
tme threaten with expulsion those comrades who are carrying
on propaganda m the iateres! of leading the Italian SP. in the
direction of {he Conuntera.

Of what have the comrades of the Pagine Rosse been
guilty ? stand firmly im unity with the Party. Their
periodical fully represente ﬂ{e Spirit o{lhe Party. How can you,
wlo regard yourselves as adherents of inner parly democracy,
ol autonomy, eic, deny almost half the Parly the right to
publish a propagandist periodical? You, who ]an years could
share your camp with the schismatics, reformisis, renegades of
socialism, with Turali, ’Arragona, Colombtino--now you want
to expel excellent comrades, devoted to the cause, simply because
they are faithful to the Communist International.

In view of the extraordinary sitaation in Italy, we met the
lialian SP. kaifway. The reasoms inducing us to do this are
clearly stated in the resolutions of the Enlarged Executive, and
1_cur Jetlers and telegrams. It was our sincere desire, and is
<till, {o establish connections with you and to fulfil your wishes.
Lut your conduct with respect to the comrades of the Pagine
z’=‘a.xuf' extremely dangerous. Your conduct arouses the fear
Yzt there is extreme tension within the party, so much so that

rotested against this}land tell them that they are either’

serious work is prevented, and that the pre-requisites which
tmyourparqﬂ_thehmwhenwepassedourmolu‘%
g:vc changed..  This involves the danger that the mistrust
between you and the Commmunists may re-awaken and deepen
and that umion in political and trade union spheres will be ren.
dered extremely d ficull. Every worker who is or wants to be
a member of the Comintern, and, it appears to us, every worker
belonging fo the SP. of Italy, will undonbtedly mistrust your
sincerity if yon do not cease to hinder the propaganda nf the
Pagine” Rosse by your preliminary censorship. %here is not
one worker, whether communist or socialist, who can find an
tgaonrgnble and convincing explanation for this action on your

A similar observation might be made on those measures
undertaken you against the socialist youth after the Milan
congress. e are not however infor to what extent these
resolutions of yours may be regarded as final.

We regard it as our 1o advise you not to carry out
your threals, but to give the members of your party fre oppor-
tunily of freely expressing their opinions, which are identical
wilh the principles of the munist International. We beg you
to inform us what slage has been reached at the present fime
in the &/yeslion of the socialist youth.

Vith regard to the time and manmer of your direct
connection with us, we are able to accept your proposition.
We do not Lowever desire to have the matter postponed inde-
finitely. We do not consider it superfluous to teM you that it will
be very regretiable if you are not meanwhile successful in avo:-
ding occurrences and situations, within the SP. of Italy, which
would oblige us to alter the standpoint which we occupied when
our first resolutions were passed.

In expectation of your speed ly, we send you our
communist greetings. YT e you o

The President of the E.C.CL. Zinoviev.

The Communisi Party of Bulgaria
and the Recent Coup d’Etat

The attitude of the Communist Party of Bulgaria 1o the cvenfs
of June 9.

The Rabotnitscheski Wyestnik of July 10 contains the
following resolution:

The Committee of the Parly, after hearing the report of
fte Party Central on the attitude of the party to the events of
June 9, unanimously passed the following resolution:

1. The Committee of the Party completely approves of
the aifitude adopted bi( the Party Central to the events of

ume 9, and declares that the attitude and instructions of the

arty Central are in complete accord with the resolutions passed
by the Part{ Comimiftee m Jannary and April, 1923. The
attitude which was taken by the Bulgarian Communist Party to
the events of June 9 was the only possible one wmder the circum-
stances. The Communist Party of Bulgaria could not, on Jume 9,
intervene arms in hand between the fallen government and the
new government on behalf of the agraman policy; a fact amply
proved by the failure of the masses to rise in defence of the
agrarian government. The Communist Party could not take any
action for the immediate establishment of a Workers’ and
Peasants’ Government, because the overthrow of the agrarian
goverument did not bring about any revolutionary movement
among the working and sant masses, and because fie con-
ditions for the formation of a Workers’ and Peasants’ Government
did not yet exist. The attifude of the Communist Party to the
evenis of June 9 was not an attitude of passivity and neutrality,
but rather an attitude of independent political struggie in defence
of the interests and rights of the workiug masses, for the
realization of the slogans of the Communist Parly and for the
establishment of a Workers’ and Peasants’ Government.
Party Commitiee further points out that the attitude of the
Central to the events of june 9 was unanimously approved by the
Party. Exceplions in two or three places do not signify the
existence of differences of opinion, but are to be expfa“inui by
the special conditions existing for our comrades in these places.

2. The Party Committee is of the opinion that the
differences of opinion which have arisen with respect to the
tactics of the parly on the occasion of the coup d’efat, .between
the Executive of the Commmmist International, on the one hand,
as shown by Comrade Zinoviev’s explanation at the session of
the Enlarged Executive, as well ag by the a | to the arian
workers and sants, and the Commmumist a%#ﬂu[g)ﬁn&, on

the other hand, are o be attributed to the insufficiant information
of the Executive an the events of June 9. The Central of the
Bu|g‘arian Party had not yet had the possibility of informing
the International and brother parties on the events of Jume 9.
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The Party Central has been commisioned to do this now. The rights, liberties, al!‘d Pea“’m:,’f bTx: B‘g};“;’:ﬂ Pem”*me';‘;‘ bel;{:s The C.P. of China on the Massacre E.wsmn revolution, an experience which must be utilized to the

Party Commitiee is convinced. that the Execuite of fie Sl guaes, of, newtelly  "O% B8 2L of Siriking Workmen O path ol e sochl oveiaeening Wt e camnot purue the
X i i ra ’ . . : : i ] € socia i I

'J,'Eﬁ“:ﬁcmﬁ’:ﬁ?ikrgcﬁeﬁg of thept a(titu?!ﬂf tﬁe Communist In reply to all this the Executive, after having received revolutionists, but

. ! must remain the Party of b
; ; . the proletariat, which, ho lea 4 4
%5 i documents, appeals, and_articles, declared (R.LL.U.) We have received an appeal issued by our Chinese upport bn s policy, T e MAses of e 45
¢ - Party of Bulgaria. [ made by the Executive of :ﬁom:: t;e"go;'m:tmendous error not 1o have gone to the help of brother party on the occasion of the murder of several railwaymen ~ Peasantry for support jn its policy. |
2 3. With respect to the appeal makg y in which the peasants in the struggle against the White Guard bourgeoisic. on the railway line Peking—Hankau in February of this year, What form of cooperation should we now choose in order '
¢ the Communist International to the working ma‘sses.r of the The excuse that the peasants tﬁmselves had no wish to fight does As we have already given a detailed report on the occurrence first, o cement the alﬁgnce between the proletariat and the §
; these are summoned to join forces with the leaders that at  not hold. Days have to pass before such tidings penetrate info (see No. 34 (16) of the Inprecorr.), we here give only a brief sant masses, and, secondly, to avoid the danger of this aili ‘R
Peasants’ Union, the Party cOmmxtltee ls‘k'Oi tl:rfa:;gilfl‘:e;nszlv:s the villages, and before peasamts just ring to bring in extract from the appea b s Sriieweed. by ety b'ourgeois elememg? i l)‘a: \lé::f 3
the present moment—whe the rurh MOrE 4 are deserting  their crops resolve on armed resigtance our Party took The appeal is to the following effect: we must perform that preliminary work in the villages which
i recognise the bankrupty of their leaders, Whet) "i€Y AUV UOTe immediate steps in favor of neutrality, on the first day, before “ General Wu-Pei-Fu fought obstinatly against the forma. Was performed by the social revolutionists in Russia before the |
i the village borgeoisie and the me?h of tl:;laﬁ;a;;:: agre already there was any possibility of oblaining a clear view of " the tion of centrals among the railwaymen. He was afraid of any  revolution; for, in the West, there is no party to do this work B
3 PIEVIOUsY oils with t:ndwc‘:;-ll:gs o r;;leasants who are fighting  situation, and whilst news of armed struggles MS-'fﬁﬁhm“ centralized struggle against the militarism now ruling in China, 10T us: Here we have to win over the masses of the peasantry
; e e u]mte v}mlhe (elommunist Party—it would be an error  Sofia from many tPlgces. The Pirty tius proved i'halt ltl a 201 If these railwayirien once gain a firm footing, they wili be jn  &nd bind them to us organizaforally.
. ‘ig‘f H\euéeong;%n?st Party to restore to t{le agrarian leaders, who  want to fight. 11 it had not merely issued general slogan a position to act as profectors of the oppressed proletariat. Fear

) h . Gaue AL Otecto It would, ho i :
have betrayed the interests of the rural working people, their such as our Argentine or Norwegian comrades may well issue, of this’ gfowing organization caused Wu-Pei-Fu to suppress the , however, be an error fo formwate this slogan in
ave

{

|

|

0 , . ; ituation where bloody 34yl the manner desired by Comrade Varga, who proposes to supple-

; ’ ist Party will not refuse o co- but which are fotally inadequate .in a sitt iod 0d) free meetinigs of the workers by the most bloody means. He 4
B < lost influence. But the Communist Party dozen districts—but had raised % ' }
|

h b - ; : , ment the word “ peasants ” by that of “ working”; for a slogan

; operate with the Peasants’ Union and ifs leaders, if tl;e l{m{ou :lgh.tsl a;e“ t:}m;gd iy?ehcreesil:taxalce, of the general strike, of fhe ruthiessty leg;:k down the unarmed wo'rkers. " {nust: be sh(':‘rt, clear, ”and simple. The reservation contained

and its leaders should prove ready to form a united .ronp (t)!' Mited ot with the antry against the ca ‘vta!ists, ":‘e" . Oux' 3 inese comrades cl_osg wuh a SlummOHS 1o fise 1\31 e word WOl"klng , or even in the word * poor n’ is aimless.

- fhe common struggle for the demands of S SOMENMSH TR the situation would have very dif t. Then‘tﬁ‘e bourgeois e against the bloody rule of the waich-dogs of Chinese and foreign ¢ must go out into the country with the purpose of creating |

- and for the Workers’ and Peasants' Government. Would not have had the opportunity of sending fheir officers capitah, ;J)gellls);;})t?yw?;“nm% »;/]orkers alpld peaggntsE wehmust show that the

: i . A y a small number of rich peasants, and that 4

. and gendarmes to the seats of immediate insurrection by means The Bressht haad d € :

; i i ian workmen; then the peasants — s - P leaders and representatives of the nts are be-

k- The Latest Aititude of the C.P. OfOET(;lv}ﬁzenf::lﬁi :unffgyde;l:g?i:l?m mobilize their p(,wg::, and ' OUP pROBLBMS traying the inferests of their greatf\majority, and are supporting .

k of Bulgaria r[’) deal & mowerful blow, at the weak Bulgarian bourgeoisie, with 4 -4 the interests of the bourgeoisi and" land-owners. 4

B By M. Rakosi. the aid -o?othe communists, And hundreds. and _mmamd(si 0{ - Comrade Varga’s Proposal means an attemipt fo win over A

p* v i lgarian broth rty, whic poor peasants would have been able to learn from ‘h‘.sﬂ”f‘ he‘:‘, . s the West for the slogan ‘“ Village Poverty ”, a slogan which has X

E . 1 he Party committee of our Bulgarian bro e; %l:af'y"n it that which thousands of commimist meetings and leafleis ?[t The Peasanis’ International not proved useful in Russia. This would be an unnecessary i

: met from July” I, till July 6, for the lﬁ“’P."”ho tmll W8 an  not yet taught them: that fhe communists, an the cofmmunists limitation, of our basio of activiy. We must loan wpon Mo cooed 4

4 attitude to the coup d’état, has now lished in tle (:)entra fgits only, are the real defenders of the toiling villagers. ced 7 By Thomas Dombal. masses of the peasantry, and therefore we must not cut off our i

k- of the C.P.B. the Rabotnitscheski Westnik of July 4 i'“h:(:, ocnts Our Party has missed this opportunity; it looked on, We request the Party press fo reprini this road o them. This would however occur, were we to place £
resolution;’on tge “attl}n]tud‘te ‘(:f ;Ff,nc'al;{e'r’f jBu‘:ega;mand thee‘t,asks neutral, whilst the peasants so dangerous fo the bourgeoisi ‘ qu P P 8 such a limitation on our most important slogan from the very 3
of June 9”, and onthe “siluati ; , \)

were murdered—and many a good commu.l:itst with t.he":' l(}>\nngd most important article. beginning. hPlr)fs‘s '::nd agitation are another matter. Here we
of the C.P.B.”. . luti ssed by the Party committee goes injo long- B . . . must and shall make it plain that we are, above all, defendin
;. .~ Tn the first resolution «the party committee fufly ApBEeVCS e det explanations as lo how fne tew government, 5 striving question o The peio e e e o the cause of the poorest peasantry. %
g{}(}hl(::damlu?lfe ag'ol;).tgfi tgy":eee‘[,)g'g' 3{ e Gth Jume, was the for ‘thi :’llxow n?::tu:‘i‘:;?hll’gr?f t_hg vl;gtellx('sg_egxsoe.oa? P’aﬁv could a:xd ;’ea:;ants”’rh o;ngne:nelfnﬂth examination _fror:x an international From a practical standpoint it is, in any case, necessary fo :
lP iDle one under the circumstances”. It was no “passivity against the Com | Y. tion with the Peasants’ League, standpoint. e object of this new factic is clear: the peasant  create in every one of our é)arhes a department for the work 4
onJ' possible 3 ther the aititude of independent political have taken up this war in conjunction Gy ihe mat energetic masses, dissatisfied with the present state of affairs, are to be  to be done in the country, and to allot work among the peasantr
and el e hts of the working and could have emerged victorious, Today. the 1ias g drawn over to the side of the proletariat, and the revolutionary f;

o~ 3 Lo

struggle in the defence of the interests and ri

N to a secti 1 " ¥

le ion of the Enlarged Executive is leaders of the peasantry have been dde:etded, .[3‘:"3 p;;e:sa_:}x‘;: front of the workers thus strengthened. The debate shows plainly fhems:lvgso?o ?ﬁeoé’{ssﬁﬂr?fﬁé fﬁngieaﬂﬁty f!'itivcvz;lI otr)(g;a::)izz::g;s 4

masses ‘-“ Tt;h? edcot':)trﬁll;y in%%;lflig?em informationgof {he Fxecutive Organizations are scattered, dlsanqﬁd. fdfmfum_ / nizeé . sg'm” that this question has been thoroughly thrashed out, and we can  of the peasantry, to win the confidence o?o the peasant masses, 4

to lﬁe a 1'11: of June 9 now to take up arms without tthe althgned ein gsleﬂ-co'n o li} now proceed with our task. It is only a question of formulating  and to establish our influence in the country. It is best o select k!

on t e\!e'zeghall not enter into discussion of the cheap subterfuge ~and against a botar ems:eows ’t':“ > ce 1 life afid death struggle. the watchword properly, a;u} of creating a guaranfee that the such comrades from among the peasants themselves. Besides i

which it is always our fate to hear when opportunists are short l;f:ldeaSy}" v_lc:g:)'bé\:l ca(‘)?n:liﬁee ‘etully ap‘prﬂ'vés” of 'the attitude ‘r;eppgqcl;qna:if b:mf\eﬁ mftang&ng;lﬂggasanfry is setlhabgout in ;lhll:zi, h‘flde (;"“?ln orgamzz;tdlons must be formed among small- 1

of other arguments—that of insufficient information on the part of th:,c;ltral and o);)ines that the condemmation of the Executive 1an£%}fl'th?n neafiah ] ués(glo:m:fl B, vﬁﬁ ‘:‘etcec;%rsx:z(eo mﬁlilggo;i 0 s:lr-)sf’s and these opposed to the organizations of the rich 3

of the E.C. The Bulgarian comrades must be very hard up for O e tiributed. to insufficient information”, ~then the peassith, sad O pfssionate' dinies, tn Hiis' queston st fe peasants. : 3
arguments i support of their poinis of view, 1f they resort committe proves that it has mot yet comprehen,(#ed thé €rror, Second and Fourth Congresses already belong o the past . Further, we must create Peasants’ Parties under the leader !

to this means. Let us rather once more consider the situation that it eiﬂ?er cannot or will not see this error, a d that it will v ) e " Y g ) 3 ship of persons thoroughly devoted te our cause—members of our ‘

4 ?; itg was in gul%znao?tt'hl;e ;LT;rggkthgfu?liea;:iléc}?nﬂ?e‘es?ﬁl{llt‘?o% repeat it in some form or another. And this would mean tha ‘The agrarian question is imdoubtedly proving the Achilles’  Party - weuld be the best. Our Party nuclei must be organized 3
e at is, on the day ’ . |

i e b l i 'h n iGSUin the Slogﬂ t .8 orkers’ zmd within such pa ies. hese parties will theﬂ be complétely ill
i § i i i the fate of our Bulgﬂl an bloﬂlel pﬂl'y would be mled for ‘Ollg eel of Capfa S l h
was Sti" quite U‘I'Kf]ea y and in 12 dlslrlds the peasants tOOk . n a he W rt T

| ricts the peasants took {7 ot ‘ o . !’eaf;anl:;uﬂosl'emmqm " l1‘i-,:gboomint'er_n gains a powerful weapon otglrl Zands, and'”t1he inLluence exercis%c! by 1hh? rich pcaftl;anfry "'
e up arms—in some places t e}heredwn t ﬁgerl;l e diboar .Jespite the unanimous criticism of the Enlarged Exequllvcl. in the struggle against t urgeoisie. wi A ecreasic W‘.“ much greater rtqpx nyl, wh_x st our influence :
K Tals ,unc_thtre ithe ul: £ £ om‘f;,"‘f;?s(;si‘i i;\.ih“:eogginoion of the central fhe Party commmitiee remains a}ually e e lt}ﬁtat L’TSZ:Y - The peasant masses of the present day are the heirs of an 1 1€ SRUTLAY W ggrr g ey 553"3,’ i el )‘,” egﬂg ,
e o et s st f a fight of the village bourgeoisie of the neutrality of the gyl tﬁs i “the throat of the Eimch ol ud el scnnly, anefipoch o Feudpiam, _Fheirdeology the upper hand in our Party, and at the same time we lean on )
1 it i ?g;etlyof“mg“;’;‘;o" BE & Hgmt o ge moment Whef]\ it fﬂdmﬂt‘ ‘fh“t theun'ti:ﬁ lfio:: Li?h t;gaelemenm is extremely backward, limited, foreign to the views of life held ppe ¥

agains . refuses to 1orm a um

The resolution on the siluation, passed on July 6, substan-  Party, it stil by the proletariat, which was born in the atmosphere of the the broad masses of the peasantry. 1 cannot see any danger in

pro : i ¢ lu- . e h : our creating political sants’ organizations, for i d t &

: tiates the attitude adopled by mearis of a lengthy analysis, de. ulilizable in ihe strigr’e ﬁg:&“fi‘te‘r';ﬁl;?t‘f ‘:L‘c'iaé;‘ts“‘fw{f:°a‘r‘e up-fodu’e city Ssciiry With ifs devcloped fecitique and rEaniZes  orexte these, ‘they will originate of themsehves, but will then ;

3 moustrating that fhe fallen agrarian government o sy :lt(!?ﬁ ol'Ill l}fe government, but are aware of the ger) are Ereﬂsat:twt;;éssm rﬁ;ecou;?t'er .t‘:) ltl)lxosr:s o? t(l:e ruelingalc(l);;s);so The work under the leadership of our enemies. ' i

- against the workers than agains! th?‘ 'dudrlgee?il::e‘e" i!su!(;)tbliagseda nt{ already be inning to call for a hloc'of”‘the Left, bul 'the pr(;c peasant masses are dissatisfied with the existing state of éociety, In order {o carry on this work systematically, and to avoid i

gto erTgt:)i:el;lsmzi?utb:gsl: y t?k%l:{;lufr:e. méut, on the other hand, requisites for such a blﬁf dl(; “‘t’t yc%mtel:il:: w{&etﬁz dﬂ:‘g‘ oTathe and are striving to change it. Their chief aim is to_obtain allrerror? aBnd cmnse&plgntc;s tt;nftz;'veorcab]g t:) us, a dspecli‘aeld orgaty 3

L poverment sl had mny adverns among he pont DL 1 et the resolution on the events o el TRy "I o o e fom e excesaive  Pescanie Inirastioal . munt e creiedFor i purpe

4 :’vfergh%tswflcﬁ oevtér;fldﬁe 12:;“,‘-22{333' could ;otpogffer the poor 9th. June as ftollow?(:) ‘t"{; ‘ZO‘;Ldriabfl ale":cli:tg,(eioﬁstehe ;tyeorg (l)[ burden of taxation, :1ndh fmmf'hﬁe buaden u;)f milit{*rgd sgrvitc:; gmivsenrelg:easssasry eeé?lat at;n l;gggag;mdagt‘l::gzzni)s’ &gngreszsege ‘

E- peasanis ?snylhi“,gdto i:gﬂﬁe(i;::e:g imsﬁfhﬁ‘?ﬁ? lllllz\ilgsi‘:z'1in-lri?: ' ﬁu[: 'in'(e;gst:ezfo‘;ﬁe rural wo%kiug Hopulgtipn, thdeiir‘;:;te‘ m‘f‘lsl:'%ll;](\‘i illevlesl ml?gofﬁ?}-xemr ;dzcrﬁvg f;rm: ;’:g f%is p%ﬂincipalit);n i: e i leaﬁers oyf ) F;iasar;‘t’ry o Ja pie %h‘glg feaea 4

3 communists carried on ¢ ) ¢ ; b %o join wi X 1 ; : thi €89,

i conjcionwiih wol ough ot acion and Bt the CP. wilnol rfise ' 1, ol WL R oy B cuture progrse Sum uf e demands have proved, Itom gl sxcpy et il e et o

i tactical ma\not?uvres-;)lzarl_lcclglt::'ll)'mln{A CCO(:E lLlll:Gt‘o:)lf me majority of the demands of the C.P., and for the workers’ and peasanis itself in the direction of colfectivism, to be entirely reactionary. ~a number of countries together in May, 1922, in Sofia, the press

P ngn\(;v;r‘;(liar:gtgll:s?:nd evelnhl:ally to the c?)nquest of power. Our ZOVemm‘:h des, who decline a united front with Budt ﬁﬂsTlevenl:ent threatens }heheexislence of the calziiﬁ‘hst socna: ;alsec; _‘an o?lamglé .T'hg :183& 1?) e?sra nl::’ al!:“ :;g;ct?h(;t} owhEE}? '

] ‘ i nd these same comrades, k. Py order. Thus the movement of the peasant masses at the presen ecessity of orgamizin ! t j | 2
Bulgarian icom{’z:des ha\{e.esr;e zu;d::i hg:;e ?ﬂgﬂlaimta;“mghz the socialists, and “do not refuse” fo Lo,m for%q:l wi:;hih((ff juncture undoubtedly possesses a revolutionary character, so that ~ would have to maintain the closest relations with the Comintern, 3
;:npo;largérgno ste;g;()al;?o;] has been the inevitable result. The peasantry under cerfa(;n CIrc;ltlenSU:gge& \‘:{)liimff:n ‘;f {;e i the peasantry, more than any other class, js the natural ally Iﬁ:’ wroegg tb[?‘n::ne' ;Plg:;lgtax:em(ﬁsf‘&:ci\;gl":hi;ﬂ f(&xla%m
elections, which took place 7 weeks before the coup d’état, cemfa:.oorg::é atwo 11|yt2r:llyras foﬂgwé to the officers of the of the revolutionary prole_tfmaf. ' mustpappoint e pgdal s ission for the o Osg - can':funy 3
showed a falling off in our votes; but they also showed our ﬁ%u'(:}emmen : “The active and reserve officers are bound The important tsuwmm is to find the right forms for the  considering the possibility and advisability of '?m.ming a * Ped-
strength for we received more voles than all the bourgeols to ltl:egworking p.wple by and indissoluble.-blood: brotherhood. cooperation of the proletariat and the peasantry.

together. ]

sants’ International ”. existence of such an organization
parties put % o . . ; These are no commmunist tactics, If the C.P,-of Bulgar Our agitation and propaganda must therefore tend to Would, in my opinion, immensely simplify our work in the

fif h“r?e& et cﬂznlbour gﬁ(x& :rhé;:re‘gdmn{’;m::ﬁm 2;?; cannot realize ils errors by means of _ltm%,f.e{hlgd !‘ﬂmtlf‘?;’; increase the strivings of ﬁxe' peasaniry for the overthrow of  villages, and would mean the realization of our skigankof ,umt‘)jv 3
¥ et O e Vit foll wi logans (approved and gelf-criticism, if it cannot 1 into ‘liné " the Cofrifriun It capitalism, and to inspire the gsants with {he faith. that their  between workers and peasamts, our slogan of the Workers’ an B
il otue:i I_’arttg' lsmti?: o? Jo:{;l %)s nglbat‘i?;:g of high Idtemation:}, it is certain of deéfeat in, the coming battles ho odedt Peasants’ Government. :
enumerated in the re : ; . G ‘ ‘ %’ A 4l

. y [ , . N s a,can only be fulilled in closedt alliarice with the prolélariat,
A prices, decrease of faxation, alleviation of the housing problem, is still possible to sdye muych, but 'taﬁ ® P.a }:‘f?r's ;lmrif ég}? h ~ reval gﬁary..dtrgggleé. Comrade  Zinoviev was o

r Natet i3, . ‘!.lﬁ‘.. 43 20 Vo o % o moakte gy
rises in wages, shortening of working hours, guarantees for the possess sufficient cofirage 19 W‘)"tw W AT u#ght in’ poititihg ' buit expétience pained by the
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THE LABOR MOVEMENT

The Naiional Question and the
Trade Union Movement
By A. Lozcvsky.

The principle of the {rade union movement as a prolelarian
class movement, is the formation of the trade unions accordance
with the class but not in accordance with the nation, to which
their members belong. This principle is old. But in many
countries the influence of the bourgeoisie has caused the national
struggle to be carried into the ranks of the working class, so that
separate mational trade unions have come inlo being. Separa-
tion of this kind is a great evil. It is of course obvious, that the
Communisis must strennously oppose any aitempt at dividing
the trade union movement according to diiferences of nationality.
The application of this principle assumes that the Communists
belonying 1o a ruling nation are capable of a tactful attitude with
regard to workers belonging to the suppressed nationalities.
Wiere this is not the case it may easily occur that the simplest
differences of opinion, which would otherwise be easily smoothed
out, lead to an aggravation of national antagonism within the
working class. Let us take a few examples: )

Ia Czecho-Slovakia, which has mherited the *“national
uestion” from the Austrian monarchy, we may observe certain

cis exiremely dangerous for the Communist Movement. Here
there arc two organizations of textile workers, a German and a
Czech. The Czech organization is a definite seciion of the
International United Trade Union Federation of Czecho-Sloyakia;
the German organization is o[ficiall{] an aulonomous section of
this same federation. The struggle between German and Czech
Communists has arisen on the question of the financial and
organizatory autonomy of this section within the confines of the
large federation. The Czechs are agaiust autonomy and the
Gernmans in favor of it. Thus it frequeuﬂ{. occurs that German
and Czech textile workers, working in the same factory, are
members of different organizations although both are fighting
under the same flag, that of the R.LL.U. The antagonism as to
how the Czech revolutionary trade umion movement is fo be
built up exists not only between Czechs and Germans, but also
between Czech syndicalists and Communists. Bui as long as this
antagonism is fought out within the confines of the Czech unions
themselves, il is by no means so serious. The conflict, is much
more serious when it exists between trade unions comprisin
workers of different nationalities. 1f the leaders of two suc
unions can have their differences on some fundamental question
of organization, without . taking national considerations into
question, it is quite impossible for the ordinary trade union
members of a suppressed nationality to do so. The German
textile workers regard the amalgamation of their section with
the great Czech organization simply as an encroachment on the
part of the Czech nationality, which, in common with its bourgeois
class, carries on_an anti-German policy. But this point of view
is entirely wrong. The struggle being carried on by our Czech
comrades for the formation ol a united organization has nothing
whatever 1o do with national predominance. This striving
tfowards unity bears mot a trace of nationalism, and yet this
struggle -reawakens the old national antagonisms.

A further example is supplied us by a country in which no
national question existed until recently—France. Until the great
war France was perfectly united as regards nationality. But
since the war, France has acquired two million German subjecis
in Alsacre-Lorraine. The frade unions and political organi-
zations of the workers in this new ferritory are constituted on
principles entirely different to those em oyed in old France. The
trade unions of Alsace-Lorraine are built on the German pattern
with all its faults and virlues. The violent national hatred still
existing between the majority of the French and German popula-
tions, renders it necessary to accord special attention to the
relations between the political and trade union organizations of
France, and the corresponding organizations in Alsace-Lorraine.
It is clear that the workin Keople of Alsace-Lorraine are, in
a certain sense, the binding %in between the French and German
proletariats.

It is equally clear that in all social conflicts in Alsace-
Lorraine, the bourgeois French state apparatus, already exerting
severe pressure on the national Frenc workers, will be doubly
severe in ils action against the German workers of Alsace-
Lorraine. It provides an opportunity for the French bour-

eoisie to utilize the nalionnf feeling of the French workers.
Ithough up to now there has been no conflict between the
Communists of France and Alsace-Lorraine, still such a

goasﬂnhty exists. For this reason, the Communist Party of
rance, as well as the C.G.T.U, must occupy themselves
systematically with the workers of Alsace-Lorraine. The Party
and the trade unions must issue special literature on this
subject. The Freanch political and {rade umion organizations
must in the course of their daily activity, show the utmost con.
sideration for the workers oppressed by the French bourgeoisie,
For it is much better to prevent conflicts than first to iet them
bmkwt,mdﬂimtoscekformnstocurethan ‘

Let us go further. What have the Commmumist Parties
and the revolutionary trade unions done up to now for the trade
unions in the colonies oited by their bourgeoisie? Very
Fttle, almost nothing. Whalst the English Labor Party and the
English trade unions are workinf energetically in India, in
o fo get the leadership of the Indian irade union movement
into their hands, the English Communist Parly has done litlle or
nothing in this direction. What are the Communisis and revo-
lutionary trade unions of the mother couniries doing towards
aiding fhe revolutionary trade unions in Egypt, Algiers, Java,
elc.? Very litile, infinitesimally little. And yet it is clear that
imperialism will continue o oppress the workers of the colonizing
countries until the workers of the exploited colonial countries
awaken to activity. There is still a wide field of activity open
here for the Communist and revolutionary trade umions.

The Munition Workers of Tula
io the Krupp Workers

By F. R. (Moscow).

On the last day of the session of the Enlarged Execufive
of the Comintern (June 23) there appeared in the hall of the
Kremlin, a delegation sent by the armament works of the aty
of Tula, for the purpose of presenting the German dek%;gon of
the Executive session wilh a llag for the Krupp workers. work
of the Emlarged Execulive was already concluded, comrade
Zinoviev was about to deliver his closing ‘address. The business
proceedings of the conference were interrupted, and the Tula com-
rades were called upon to address the meeting. At the moment
when two workers of the Tula munition works unfurled ihe
magnificent banner, the whole of the delegates spontaneously arose
from their seats, and listened standing lo the speech delivered by
2 workman from the Tula armament iactory, who then read the
address to ihe workers of the Krupp firm. Thé address was
1o the following effect: We, workers of Tula, have now reached
a siage where we forge weapons only against the bourgeoisse,
and for the protection of the revolution, we no longer forge
weapons for our own desiruction, as in former days. You, workers
of the firm of Krupp, have given up the manuiactureof weapons
altogether, not because peace has come to the world, but solely
because the French imperialisis have you in their power. But we
are convinced that the hour is approaching when you will once
again forge weapons, though not for the protection of your bour-
geoisie, but in the name of the revolution — and in the hour
of batile we shall be with you!

The bammer depicts two working mien reaching one another

the hand; one is unarmed, the other the Russian workman) has
his rifle by his side. The inscriptions, in the Russian and German
languages, bear witness to international solidarity, and to the
close ties binding the Russian workers to their class brothers
on the other side of the fromther. i
i This magnificent gift was received from the hands of the
Tula comrades by comrade Clara Zetkin, who returned thanks in
the name of the German delegation. In words expressing pro-
found emotion, she showed that the thanks she expressed were not
merely on behalf of the German delfﬁahon, but on behaH of the
whole German Communist Party, the broad strata of the
German proletarial, who participate in this gift dyed with the
blood of tens of thousands of Russian proletarians, and which has
led the Russian masses to batile and to victory. Altheugh today,
the Krupp workers are still slaves of capital, though they arc
manufacturing peace implements for the profit of therr exploiters,
we shall not rest until the metal workers of the firm o Krupp
have become the forgers of weapons in the cause of liberty,
armourers of the revolution, makers of scythes and sickles for
the bread of the broad masses; until they are workers in frc¢
Soviet Germany, over which floats the banner bearing the sickle
and hammer. .

The words of our venerable fightéf Clara Zetkin were
received with a storm of applause from the meeting. The ¢ Inter-
national ” was sung, and the notes of the anthem of revolution,
sung in many lang , further expressed the meanin sym-
bolized in this gift: a bond of union in batfle and victory!
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THE COLONIES

Indusiriat Conflicts and the Position
of the Workers in British India
By W. Lada.

It is perfectly evident to ev communist, th
development of the revolutionary prockrtyariat in the ’vastatlax:g:
of East India is of tremendous significance for the world
revolution. Years ago it was declared, that when revolution
seizes the Far East, then the hour of the world revolution wil
strike. The communists and the Red International of Labor
Unions have demonsirated by their daily activity that they
regard this old thesis very seriously. How right they are in
domng so is best proved by the recent exchange of notes between
Curzon and Russia.

Labor siruggles and working conditions are phenomena
from which we can inform ourselves on the development of the
roletariat as a class. The jacts we give below are derived
rom the Joarnal of Indian Industries and Labour, of February,
and the Labour Gazette of May, supplemented by information
from a few other sources: '

‘ In 1921 about 400 labor conilicts took place in India
involving over 1) million days. In 1922 there were only 278
conflicts, participated in by 435,434 workers, and involving
a loss of 3,972,727 working days. Evidently an ebb-tide foliowing
the flow, a ﬂhenomenon which we may observe all the world
over. But all the same a really imposing movement, when we
consider its comparative youth.
_ . The mdustries chiefly affected by the struggles are the
jute industry, the railways (intluding the railroag workshops),
the cotlon indusiry, machine building, iron and steel works, :K?p-
yards, and the jet industry. The five industries together
sustained 32% of the total lost working days.

The majority of the conflicts (42%) arose on the wage

tion, the working staff question accomted for 18 % and
the working hours question for 12 %. 67 % of the labor conflicts
ended completely in favor of the employers, 12% ended in favor
of the ers, and 9% with a ise. Thus the perceh-
tage of lost struggles was exiremely high. It is highly probable
that the imperfect organizations possessed by the workers fre-
quently place them at a great disadvantage.
t (ed'n)e pro;mlt]c& m B:;“d; 1hehatrike movement has concen-
rated are as follows: gal with 1,80350 lost working days
Bombar with 763,111, Bihar and Orissa with 7440410 =

n the June number of our Indian brother organ: The
Vanguard, which js published in Ziirich in the Englishr%angua e,
we find further statements on the strike movement in 1923, ﬁ'he
figures being taken from the official statistics. In eight pro-
vinces of India there have been T2 labor struggles involving
68,759 workers and a loss of 317,783 working days. 33 struggles
took place in the cotton factories, 8 in the jute factories. In 35
cases the disputes arose on wages, in 5 {he question was that
of bonuses on account of increased prices, in 14 the working
staff question was the cause of cnnﬁict, and in 3 cases ouly
the working hours. Only 16 conflicts were won by the workers,
whilst 43 were lost; in 8 cases a partial viclory was won.

That the wage-slave drivers among ihe English in India
are beginning to take alarm at the labor movement may be
seen from the decision to publish statistics of labor conilicts
regulary in future. This is to be the barometer showing the
irend of feeling obtaining among the Hindu working masses.

In this same number of our Indian brother organ we find

a notice to the effect that for the first time in Madras, the first .

of May was celebrated two mass mectings, as i
festival and fighting dayl?y #% 88 profuarian
The general course faken by the latest struggles may be
seen from the results of the texfile workers’ strike in Ahmedabad,
which broke out in consequence of the determination of the
manufacturers to cut down wages by 20 %. Besides the intro-
duction of scab labor an extensive propaganda of lies, was
conducted against the refractory wage slaves re-inforced by
lock-out messures. One part of the workers chose rather
to return to the villages than give in. The struggle lasted for
about 2 months. Finaly the employers carried the victory.
But the hate which they have sown — and continue to sow —
in the hearts of the vanquished, by compelling these to work for
:}t‘:rvg:o:‘ wage'he s, 031?1{ will reap as a :hirlsmwmd — and without
ai propaganda ” of i ia
Cl and the RILUI Russia, of the
The truly starvation wiges paid to the Indian workers
are forcefully commented upon in an interesting report made by

|

the Bombay labor bureau, published recently in the or
bureau, and containing the following slatemény ts, tnkeﬁanh'ornof ':'1:
May number of the London Labour Gazette:

Tlhe investigation extended to the households of 2437
workers’ families and to 603 unmarried workmen; 495% of
these were factory workers. The average family in Bombay
consists of 1.1 man, 1.1 woman, and 2.0 children; besides this,
an ayerage Bombay family has 0.6 relations outside the city.
One hundred families yield 154 productive workers, these com-
prising 104 men, 42 women, and 8 children. e average
weekly income of a family amounts to a total of only 17 shﬁ-
lings and 3pence. It is perfectly obvious that this income
means an existence on the verge of starvation. And there are
many who do not earn even as much as this, whose total income
is only about 13 shillings a week. For this the workers can
naturally buy little else than rice for food, and rice is the staff
of life for 95% of the workers’ familics. For the Hindus,
Tice is almost the same as potaiees {o the Germans. Ouly
Evi’:;’ét of the !lrll‘dgan worker:x bea-t beef. Muiton is eaten some-
w more, milk is consumed only 47.7%, an i
batter by AS0%. y only %, and a sort of native

Even more palpable evidence of the misery of the Indian
workers i afforded by the hc ‘Ping conditions. 07% of the
workers’ fhmiliesf live in dwellings consisting of ome room.
In 1921 in Bombay there were 3,125 one-roomed dwellings,
inhabited by one and more families, and of these there were
1,955 “dwellings” inhabited by two families, 558 by three
families, 242 by four, 136 by five, 42 by six, 34 by seven, and
58 by 8 and more families! The beds were common property
of several persons. The report states that theie is great infant
mortality in these “over-populated” dwellings. With that love
of truth so characteristic of every,son of Albion — including
of course Lord Curzon! — the rt further admits that the
housing conditions *‘leave much {o be desired”.

A further proof of the misery in which the Indian
workers live is given by the statistics on indebtedness. 47% of
the workers’ families are in debt, and have to pay 75% and even
higher interest. 37.2% of the families buy on credit, 20% partly
in cash and partly on credit. This signifiles that they are
firmly in the clutches of usurers in money and goods.

These side-lights may serve as a preliminary illumination
of the situation apd stru gles of the Indian proletariat; that
proletariat which Lord Curzon, with paternal care, is ende-
avoring fo Eroted from the “demoralizmg” influence of Soviet
Russia, of (he CI, and of the RILU.

THE UNITED FRONT

The Fight for the United Front
By V. Vaksov (Moscow).

The International Federation of Transport Workers, and
the Russian Unions of Railwaymen, Transport Workers, and
Seamen, took the first steps towards & proletdrian united front
against the attacks of reactionary bourgeoisie, on the occasion of
the joint conference held in Berlin. The conservative section of
the ITWF. protesied energetically against the formation of a
united ﬁgh(inF front of the prolefariat. This resistance will be
the less calculated to detract from the united front of the prole-
tariat now in process of formatlion, if {he other crait inter-
nationals rapidly follow the example of the transport workers,
and take up the joint siruggle against War, Reaction, and Fas-
cism. The revolutionary munorities must work in this direction
with increased energy.

It is now the {urn of the Intermational Metal Workers
Federation. This forms the strongest and-most decisive organi-
zation belonging to the Amsterdam International. The Inter-
national Metal Workers Federation numbers about 3 million
members. But the Metal Workers Federation is not firmly
organized, it is lacking in international discipline. But on the
other hand it counts among its members such gigantic organi-
zations as for instance, the German Metal Workers Union, with
its 1% million members.

A powerful opposition exists within the ranks of the
IMWFE.,, an o ition representing the ideology of the Red In-
ternational Laber Unions. 1%1;- strength and influence of
this opposition varies in the different national unions, from
almost 50% (German Metal Workers Union) down fo 10 or
15% (in a2 number of unions in Great Britain). The origim
and growth of this opposition has a two-fold effect; in the first
place the reformists (especially those of the extreme right) are
roused to boiling point; they cause all sorts of repressive
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measures to be brought against the conmunists,:and against: ath
the oppositional workers; in the place the réformist wing
is compelled to recognize the right ol .the<01:‘£qsmgx to represent
thousands of class-conscious organized workers. . To this nrixst
be added the acute political situation; the fresh'aﬁ ts at war
being made by the imﬁerialist bourgeoisie, especially in the En-
tente countries, and the ruthless raging of F.

sism.  All this

has forced the honest elements among the reformists to. tho.

roughly review the situation. As a result we have the formation
of a left wing within the Amsterdam International, especially
accentuated by the attitude of the Tramsport Workers’ Inter-
national. Whilst in the Berlin local groug of the German Metal
Workers’ Unioh a great dead of vindictive agitation against the
communists has been carried:on of late, and efforts have been
made to expel hundreds of comnitmists, in Friedrichshafen, a

liminary agreement was arrived at between the International
mlal Workers' Union and the delegation of the All Russian
Metal Workers' Federation. This agreement deals with the affi-
fiation of the Russian_ federation to the.lInternational Metal
Workers’ Federation, and contains a clause 1p|_'ovidin that the
resolutions passed by’ the conference of the Transport Worke
(held 6 .days, later) -ane to. beslaid - before all metal worke:
organizations fur discussion. Qi Cottse,
discussion. Discussions can:&nd ¢ ’ 5 :
is a matter of forming a. fighting front against reaction, then;
we must proceed to deeds. . ) ‘B

The international conference of revolutionary metal wor-
kers, which was held in Berln on ng 21., decided to:propose to
the International Metal Workers’ Federation, that .the latter
follow the example of the Transport Workers without delay, and
form an International Commitiee of Action from the, represen-
tatives of the International Metal Workers Federation and,
those revolutionary metal wotkers’ organizations which are in
agreement with the RILU.

This proposition was to be discussed at the session of the
executive bureau of the Melal Workers' International, which
was held in London at the beginning of June. As‘the organs
of the IMWF, issue but scanty reports on this session, we are
not infornied as to ‘whether the session passed any resolutions
on this point. Névertheless, the cause of the united fighting
front is the cause of all metal workers! It is the duty of the
revolutionary mielal workers of all countries to exert every,
endeavor to establish the international united front among all
melal workers, and to this end they must carry on energetic
propaganda in every direction. At the moment when Fascigm is
more rampant than ever in Italy, France, Germany, Poland,
and other countries — at this moment the internationaf workinﬁ
class must not lose an instant, but must set to work to establis
and develop its self-defence organizations!

ECONOMICS

The Siruggle for an Increase
"in al Wages u &
By G. Fink (Berlin),

W hilst for some months, there was no great strike movement
to be observed in Germany there have now not only been great
successive struggles (Ruhr strike, Upper Silesia, agricultural
workers’ strike in Upper Silesia and East Prussia and the strike
of the metal workers in Berlin), but a large number of smaller
struggles have also broken out in every part of the country
(seamen, fransport workers in Hanover, Berlin wood-workers
etc.) expressive of spontaneous demands for higher wages and
bonuses. These demands have generally gone beyond nominal
Tises in wages and bonuses. The skruggle%or a real and actual
Tise in_wages has begun.

For years the real wage of the workers has fallen lower
and lower, the standard of living has sunk further and further.
But uever have the great working masses demanded a rise in
real wages so extensively as during the course of recent develop-
ments. The acute worsening of the position of the German
working class during the current Jyear, caused to a great extend

the “ stabilization of the mark”, has convinced broad masses
workers that the factics adopted up to now, of fighting for
notinal wages which limp slowly after the rises in prices, hae
got to be changed. ’

Today one of the most important questions for the work-

ing class is, thertfore, the problem of how fo put a stop to the

it is:not . quesiion. of-

iy
depreciation .of the real wages;-~In-Germaity the state“of dffairs B
i8 such that ﬁe‘ﬁa r: fud lﬂmb:ig“d dur ‘among retail |
dgalers, workers, clerks, o : at ‘the- Reichébank. ‘Not |
only the -iiporters.of: foreign goods.-but also the manwiacturers '
and wholesale dealers, invoice'their goods’in foreign' currencies,
or with the aid of an index figure; and though a great part of
thes ~ aceounts are paid in papfr marks, it is at the corresponding
rat:j %chinge of ‘gold, dollar, or guilder that the invoice is
made out. :

. It-is only theé“retail.dealer who is obliged to price his
goods in paper marks; the demand for a price enabling him to
repurchase fresh supFligs rendeps: him, however, 19 a ceértain, |
extent, independent of the risk involved in the depreciatfon of
the mark. e paper mark credits granted by ‘the Reichsbank,*
enable the German capitalists to do excellent business -at the ex.,
pense of the workers, for they pay the credits back again three
months later in depreciated marks. Thus the mark risk is:
tl;;ugilmtirely upon the shoulders of the workers, clerks and s
officials. 14

4 The workers of every parly are agreed that the deprecia. %
tion of real wages must be put a.step-to. The question s fows
to 0% One and the same dﬂﬁ% has ?ndform&hteé c‘tmder k

ing-designations in_the regolutions in the factories
m workshops aft W%&mmﬂm ‘P;ol&‘ wages*‘; - peace
wages ”, ‘“stable value wages”, “ payment *in’ ‘gold “marks ",
‘“ payment in dotlars”, ete. The trade union bureaucrais have
tried fo uilize this confusion of ideas for their own purposes.:
They saw that it was, no longer possible — as it still was in the’;
autumn-—to suppress- all 'discussion on * gold: wagee ', apd to
restrain the workers fromy urging'their demands. Thus a large’
section of the press of the United Social Democratic: Party of
Germany propagated the demand for -“gold. wages”. “The!]
workers were il 'many. cAses-of the opinion that a - gold: wage”
signified a peace wage, that is, the amount in Japer marks, cor-:
respondin%_l to about 32 to 46 gold marks. While the workers:
expecied this, the trade union leaders idea of a “gold wage”:
was merely the maintainance of the present wages. i

The demand for the gold wage his now been replaced:
by thai for the eo-called ‘ stable value wage”, the _etah?ﬁty of
value to be aftained by having the Wages adapted, according to §
a definite system, to the depreciation of thé mark and the higher
prices, This practically signifies the imtroduction of index:
wa The Christian trade unions Eropose thati the index of the
official  statistical authorities be taken as:a basis for ' the in.§
creased wages, But=ms this index is calculated incorrectly and}
much too low, its entKleoyment wotld bring about absotutely no?
stability of yalue in the worker's wages, ‘entirely ‘apart from thej
fact that the worker gives the .empﬁ)yer ‘his work in advance,’
whilst his wages are adapted-to the index at a period when the’)
prices have risen further, .

It is, however, the most dangerous delusion:df all when
the workers believe the assertion of the trade union leaders, that
the index at least secures the present wage, and: releases energy
for fighting for a higher réal wage. ite tHe contrary is t
case, The real wages are furthér'depruciated, the- depréciation
legalized by the index, and a sharp fight for the maintenance of
the real wage rendered necessary, but certain to be sabotaged
b{ the trade union bureaucrats by every possible means, -especi-
ally by the means of pointing out thaf a farilf agreement has?
already been concluded.

None of these demands can atfain the aim siriven for by:
the workers. The struggle must rather be carried on for a peace
real wage, that is, for a wage enabling the workers to buy the.
same amount of goods as in pre-war times. There can be no
doubt but that the stogan of a peace real wage meets the demands:
of the broad strata of the working class, that it is possible (0
gather together the overwhelming majorify.- of the workers,
clerks, and lower officials in the Eght f’or this. It must, how-
ever, be made perfectly clear that the peace real wage does not:
represent any such recipe as the ¢ index wage”, etc., but that the
struggle for the peace real wage shakes the foundations of ca-:

italist economics, and cannot be carried through within the

undaries of the capitalist. economic system in erman¥. The
struggle for the workers’ government, the struggle fot the
seizure of real values, and for the control of production, are.
thus simultaneously transformed into a struggle for the existence
of the working class, for the improvement of its position. And
though the workers’ government will not be able to p;{mpeatf
real wages tomorrow, still there is no other way of fighting for:
the real peace wage than by fighting for political power.
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