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as it does eysiematic joint. work among the le

perative—organizations of Soviet Russia, and '{hus forming a

strong rampart againet the economiv system of private commer-
cial enterprise.

THE WHITE TERROR
Evenis in Turkey in July

By Henri Panlmier,

The month of July brought victory to the Kemalists in
Turkéy. Wherever, candidates of the so-called ‘People’s” Party”
were nominated, they were victorious in the election.” The oppo-
sition had been deprived of an{ possibility of defending .its
rogram before the masses of electors, and it will be as- well
ﬁere to draw public attention to the methods used by the Kema-
list agents in pursuance of their aims. -

When the voters approached the ballot box, they were
iven a sealed- envelope containing a voting paper of the eople’s
arty, and were obhgled to throw this into the box under the

su ision of the polling clerks who  consisted .of spies. In
this manner they were forced to vote for Kemal and his
foHowers.

The signing of the peace treaty was celebrated with un-

ted pomp. The governor of the city gave 3000 francs
1o the mational socialist organization for the arrangement of a
demonstration. And this demonstration was thén arranged with
all possible pr ityde. Tramway traffic was stopped for
several hours, in order to allow the workers to take part in the
demonstration.

" The persecution of the communists continues. Thus com-
rade Riazim, slready indicted at the last alléeged communist
oonspiracy, was refused leave to quit Constantinople fo go to

. his place of employment in Kerazunde. This practically amounts
1o a sentence to death by starvation as the gates of every factory
here are closed fo him. On the application of the state attorney,
the conspiracy irial was passed on to the court of cassation in
Sivas. is has now quashed the decision for acquittal pro-

enounced by the court ol%uslicc in Constantfinople in favor of the
18 imprisoned comrades. The communist {rial will thus begin
all over again. ! ‘ :

Party comrades in all other countries must now concen-
trate their attention on Angora and Constantinople, which will
ﬂresenﬂy be the scene of two frials of a class character. The

w u which the indictment of our comrades is based pro-
vides for hard labor as a minimum sentence and a maximum sen-
tence of capital punishment. o

BOOK REVIEWS

The American Labor Year Book
1921-1922
By 1. Amier.

) The fourth issue of the American Labor Year Book made
its appearance some little time ago. First published in 1916, the
Year Book has been a good survey of the labor movement,
especially of the United States.

This fourth issue gives one a comprehensjve review of
conditions in America, of labor legislation, unemployment, the
open shop movement, esp‘onage, cooperation, the situation of
the Negro, the farmers, the labor o anizations, of the socialist
and labor movement abroad and of the Internationals. The last
section is a lengthy review of’ the Sacialist and radical move-
.ment of the United Sfates.

The editors of the Year Book are Alexander Trachtenber
and Benjamin Glassberg. smAnd therein lies a tale.  The title
“Year Book 1921-1922” is A fraud. 1t is a fraud perpetrated b
the Socialist Party and the Rand School of Social Science, whi
recently had to give up its ghost as a socialist school and become
the educational center of the New York Central Trade and Labor
Council as a trade union school,

The book wag compiled in 1921, when Trachienberg and
Glassberg were still teacﬁiug at the Rand School and covered
“fhe year 1920 to 1921. At that time, the Socialist Party did not

p;'ove of ‘great importance even ouside the Exhihinog% 1‘:}:51)2:&, gl'll:"'eect g:cs'bd

, nose ‘and:. cause

fg\fkwth’tm" \.l"g_f&'h!‘ ‘board of
{ ihé  Rand ‘School ‘must be" y ‘of the. Saefalis(
Party, . But. theé:. fight, between  the .Commun’sts® and _ those
nstituling the “Workers''Counicil” group on thie one hand, and
fhe Socialist” Party on- the .other, became acute, and the S.p,
knew 10’ better way to conduct {he fight than' to cut off its own
rachtenberg and Qlassberg to leave. The
manuscripts ‘were finished and in the hands- of Algernon Lec,
director of the Rand School in October 1921, And ‘in his hands
they ‘remained for more than a year, then to be published as
the: annual -of 1921-1922. =

The mental lethargy of these !"pro‘gonent; of revolution”
is manifést in this. book: « They were too'lazy, too irresponsibie
fo attempt even fo bring the book, up ta date,’ Instead, they
have published statistica of 1920, while those of 1921 were easily
available, -Even: the big- strikes of the summer of 1922 are nol
mentionted; nor are the dtatistics of the ‘AF. of L. for 1921-1922,
which. could "easily have been procured, since thé convention of
the AF. of L. and a meeting of the Executive Council {ook
rlngzil:} 1922. - Even statistics' of the Socialist Party are limited
o :

It is amusing to read in this:book an article .on the
2%. International, gby Fritz - Adler; -containing. .the followin
statements: “Those parties which left the Second Intermational,
but could not join the Third without coming .into-conflict with
their Socialist conscienges, are not deliiding’ themiselves that their
international federation constitutes a ‘mew International. They
refuse to-call themselves: the ‘‘Fourth International” and. leave
it to their ts {0 spéak of them in cheap m
“Two-and-a half Intefnitional.” The newly. established “Inter-
national of Socialist Parties”: takes the. mmﬁmma,gﬂh ‘ag. little
as the so-called” Seconid -and ‘the so-called : Third: Intérnational
fulils the requirements of a real -Infermational”. - And. two
years later, the 2% jo'med that so<called Second International,
which, we agree, does not “fulfil ‘the requirements of a real
International”, it.is unnecessary to take up his quarrel with
the Third International: these pseudo-revolutionists have found
that revolution is a much sterner, more serious matter than they
believed ‘and therefore want to get back safely into the fold
wherein lies aemﬁtb:mder the protection of the. bonrgeoisie—a!
least for a short while.. . o .

But the height of stupidity and of impudence in the Year
Book ig minedgth the article on the Communist Internatonal.
After enumerating the 21 poinis, the Year Book continues: “The
thesis adopted at the Fourth Eongreus‘ ‘of . the International,
meeting late in December, 1921 (sic!),. ified these demands,
declaring the imperative- necessity working class_«nity and
the desire of the. workers of the world to effect such unity (:ic!).”
The mixing of dates is pardonable: one should not ask too much
of a socialist brain. That the Communist Internatiotial -nullified
the 21 Po]nta will come as a revelaton.to socialists in other
parts of the world. Unfortunately these hair-brained socialists
of the United States cannot understand the differerice between
the United Front policy of the Communist Intérnational, which
bas met with tremerdous success and wag the spirit that led
to the Frankfort Conference and the conference of the Inter-
national Transport Workers in Berlin, and organic unity, which
the Communist International
21 points, which bave nof been nullified. On the contrary, the
Fourth Congresa, which met on Nov. 7, 1922, confi ] the
21 points and demanded of the future Executive Committee that
‘it enforces these most strictly.” .

That socialists make such small mistakes is to be expected:
that is quite in line with“the other mistakes and omissions and
commissions they have been guilty of since 1914. But the article
on the Communist International is unsigned, so that it may be
attributed to the aathors of the Year Book. This is a lie., The
authors of the Year Book are members of the Workers Party—
Trachtenberg is a member of the Ceniral Executive Committee
of the Parly. The real author of the article is Algenon Lee,
director of the Rand School, one of the ““leaders” of the Socialist
Party, The same Algernon Lee, Who as a member of thé Board
of Aldermen of the City of New York, voted for an arch com-
memorating the deeds of American soldiers in the World War,
an arch bearing the inscription. Murmansk, where American
soldiers shot down Russian workers! + =

To be sure, the honor and self-respect of Socialists is. not
vhe:{ high—and this should be taken into consideration. Neyer-
theless, it ‘}s necessary fo apprise tge intelligent ‘workers of -the
- world. of the omissions and conimis of these ‘“emancipators
—of-the proletariat”.
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The German Junkers iake Command
By Karl Radet.

The German Chancellor, Herr Stresemann, first made his
bow to the sovereign Reichstag, but after having fulfilled this
duty he boarded a train and proceeded to Mittelwald in Bavaria,
where the Bavanian Prme Minister, Herr von Knilling, is
spending his holidays, The Fascist Volkische Beobachter asks
derisively why Herr Stresemann did not first visit the Saxon
Prime Minister, the social democrat Zeigner, but gave prece-
dence to one of the heads of German counter-revolution, the
head of that Bavarian government which publicly. expressed :ts
lack of confidence in the Stresemann government immediately
after it was formed.

Herr Stresemann was able to reply to this that the Social
Democratic Party Cominittee, was quite capable of itself keeping
the worthy Zeigner within bounds, but that'it was ‘incumbent on
the chancelor himself to come to an understand'ng with the
couhter-revolutiomr; elements. ’

. In order to Iacilitate this task, the coalitioh government
has communist organizatiens dissolyed, commumist newspapers

rohibited and factol!"v councils pi uted, althou{sl;ni‘he Minister-
1l

or' Finance, Herr Hilferding,-declared ‘at the r conference
of the Second International im Hamburg that socialism.is no
'°2§f—' a final goal, -but is aiready being at(ained by. the factory
workers. who are ‘endeavoring to: take control oé L’)rodu,cﬁcm. o
-+ AH the efforts made by the Stresemann-Hilferding govérn-
ment to pacify the German counter-revolution’sts have not only
been - etrtirely unsuccessful, but have , encouraged the counter-
révolutionisfs to such an extént that they ‘are openly. preparin
to overthirow the Sirésemann governmen. Here we do riét:spea
of lr!:‘?e -press “ of the German’National and National : Sociali-{
Parfies, which have stated {irely attude to_ the Stresemas:.

Hilferding goyernment with refreshing candour, Candeur -has

always been a virtue of these counter-revolutiomaty organizations.

We speak of the decision arrived at by the German National
People’s Party, which met on August 28 in the Re.clistag and,
after first hearing (he speeches of Messrs Hergt, Helilerich,
Schiele and Reichert, adopted an off'cial program of subvers.on.
What does this program contain? With reference to foreign
politics it makes the lotlowmg demands: Annulment of the Ver-
sailles Peace, arming of the German people, cont nuation of the
resistance in the Ruhr by every mweans available. This foreign
political program is, however, a mere blind. When Kapp chased
the Ebert government out of Berlin in 1920, he at onc: aa-
nounced that his government would fufil the terms of th2 Ver-
sailles Peace as far as possible. And Kapp's advisers at that (ime
were the same Dr. Heifferich who s now the political leader .of
the German National People's Party, and the sam: Colouel
Bauer who is now the leading slrategist of the nationalist’ mi'-
ary secrer socicties. And there is no doubt whatever that if the
Fascist coup were successiul, Herren Hergt and Helfferich would
try {o come to an understanding with the Eatente. Tlm{l have
now drawn up a fighting program against the Entente, hoping
thus to regain the support of the masses of officers and nat'ona-
list intelligentsia "who left the junker pary (o join th: exireme
nationalist organizations. .
) The main item, the program is (o be found in tlre
domain of economic policy. When the workers left the factories
it the f'rst week of -August; the junkers granted the new taxes in
their - alarm_ lest: there might be a revolution. Now they declare
with characteristic 'im ce that ‘this was done .solely for the
purpose of reinforcing the defensive struggle int the Ruhr and on
the Rhine, and -of enabling better order (o.be maintained at
home. - The- premises -are no longer ‘the same"”
are siill in the Ruhr.and on the Rh'ne; order at home .is
threatemed ‘more than ever;. only. one thing is changed: the reac-
tionaries have got over their iright, and therefore the German
Nationatists - ‘declare. that y demand. postponement of tax
payments, ‘and that the national food sugplies can, only, be assured
it 1he present government -is replaced:by -one ca
tne: confidence of the junkers. At the same.time thoy 1
Hnt fhe creatioh of a-reaily-valid:currency should be placed in
the hands of the etonomit professions. - ' . N
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What does this mean, in reality? That the junkers are
déclaring a tax and food boycott of the Siresemann-Hilferding
government, and demand that the altempt be made {o create a
currency by the alliance of the large landowners with the iron
and coal barons.

In order to win the petty bourgeoisie for this real program,
it is made to contain a demand for the prov'sion of housing and
fuel for the winter for the poorer population, the banishment of
the Jews and placing of their dwellings at the disposal of the
war-disabled and the victims of the Ruhr war SHerr Helfferich
is going to keep his villa at Grunewald). Finally, the program
demands war against all profteers and spendthrifts, the junkers
of course excepted. .

And how is thig proSram oing to be realized? A dic-
tator is to be appointed, and, should the Reichstag not agree to
this, the people shall decide the matter. The gentiemen do not
state how the F:ople are goingwto decide. But this may be
gathered from the explanation: *Where state protection fails, the
order-loving and really working population wrll take the protec-
tion of their home and work into their own hands.” As this
same resolution coniains the passage. ‘‘we shall meet the attempt
at a second revoluiion with relentless resistance”, we can infer
with a high degree of probab'lity that Herr Heliferich does not
intend to place h'mself under the protection of the proletarian
defence units, but of the Fascisti. )

This declaraion acquires its greatest significance if we
remember the cautious aftitude of Herr Helfterich and Herr
Hergt during the Kapp Putsch. They risked gaol by acting as
advisers to the counter-revolutionary rebels, but they did not

lace themselves openly at the head of the Putch. They d'd not
hink that the right moment had come. And at the time when
the German National Party was formed by Wulle, Grife and
Henning, they still did not think that the moment had come to
fake up an open programmatic attitude. They excluded Wulle,
Qrife and Henning from their party. But now they are of the

inion that the hour has struck, the moment come for them to
place themselves at the head of the counter-revolution.

The Fascist press is pretending to adopt a waiting attitude
in regard to this dec.sion. It opines that the question is not wirat
the German Nationals say, but what they will do. All this is
merely a manceuvre intended {o conceal from the petty bourgeois
masses the fact that the old guard of bread profiteers is tak'ng
over the leadership of the German National and National So-
cialist movements. This fact is, however, extraordinarily im-
portant for the characterization not only of the acuteness of the
social antagonisms, but also of the nalure of the German Na-
tional movement. It is a petty bourgeois movement, but it merely
forms a means for the sezure of power by the junkers. The
mkers themselves have already coalesced, in their party, with

vy industry and finance capital. The names of Helfferich
and Reichert alone suffice to tell us this. Stinnes and his press
are still holding back, but it will not be long before they reply
to the appeal, and the Fascist front will be in marching o :
But the same moment w'll unmask and destroy it. Tﬁe petty
bourgeois masses will recognize whom they are serving: the
bread and coal profiteers.

Sireseman’s New Program Speech
and the Situation in Germany
By Emil Hollein (Berlin).

S es are following one another in rapid succession
from the heads of the new government which has presented itself
a8 the last reserve of constitutional government in Germany,
which speeches are intended to prepare the atmosphere for
the last attempt at salvation of capttalist rule.

#  Dr. Rudolf Hilferding, a late member of the Independent
Socialist Party who has sought refuge with the Stinnes coalition,
made a beg.nning in his address to the Chief Comm’ttee of the
Rddmtai. He painted the financial situation of the state in the
blackest hues, and announced that “irightfully drastic measures”
were going to be taken for the salvation of the state. But these
drastic measures have turned out to be lamentable and ineffective
pieces of quackery.

- The day following came the speech by Dr. Stresemann,
the new chancellor, at a banquet given by the German Tndustrial
and Commercial Conference. Fo lowing in the same straii as
that of his social democratic minister of finance, he cautiously
proceeded to-sketch the first tentative outlines of his r.4pitalation
program with *regard to foreign policy and his fghting ‘pro-
gram with reference to internal aftairs.

. The third one to put in an appearance for the Stinnes
government was Dr. Rauner, the new minister of economics, who
spoke at {wo committee miceling held by the Ecomomic Council

-qverwhelms

—-_—

of the Republic. He again emphasized the “catastrophe which
Germany”, and drew from it the conclusion that i
Germany is to be saved, the first thing to be dere is to bring
the. Ruhr siruggle to a speedy end, and the second, to create
a "ﬂeople’g unity” in tfe counfry, a “solidarity among all those
WO, inx side by side in economic activu{""‘:

fter this artillery preparation, " Stresemaun could
venture upon a further advance. Therefore he—the one-time
national 'terall—went to the capital of the Swabian free state,
chosing the anniversary of Sedan for his visit, and there further
unfolded and elaborated the capitalist “‘salvation program” of
the new bourgeois-social-democratic government coalition to an
audience consisting of members of the Wurtemberg government
and representatives of industry, commerce, and trade unions.

_And this time—we ailow him that—Mr. Stresemann spoke
with tolerable clearness. The whole ‘mport of his speech can be
concenirated into the one characteristic senfence:

The state, the cap:talist class sfale, is in great danger.
If has to be saved at all costs. Even at the cost of inirenching
on capitalist substance ifself. For th2 maintenance of the
substance of economics dunands as a first and last prerefuisite,
the maintenance and cont'nuation of a capitalist state of society.

And how does Herr Stresemann expect to carry out his
salvation of the state? He is going to aftack the mat'er from
both s.des at once, from the foreign political side and from the
home and economic side.

But for the gentlemen of the Great Coalition the foreign
political side presents a very difficuit task which is not wilhout
Hs dangers. For here the factors to be reckoned with are mot
merely the resistance of the working masses, who are forced
in order to maintain their own of existence, if for no other
reason, to fight against the surrender of the German Ruhr to
French imperialism and cap’talism, and against fheir increased
exploitation and enslavement at the hands of Franco-German
capital. Here it is necessary to be prepared for the elemfentary
protest of petty bourgeois nationalism, which represenis a very
real political power in Germany at the t time, and has
obtained this position of power thanks_to the confemp!'bly
cowardly home and foreign policies pursued by the social
democrats, and particularly owing {o the undign‘fied abandon-
ment and discrediting of ‘all socialist principles by the Social
Democrat’c Party and by the trade wmion bureaucracy.

With reference to internal and economic affairs, the coali-
tion Fovemment is more confident of bein% able easily to realize
its plans for saving the state, as here it has no need to reckon
with any serious resistance on the part of the national'st and
Fascist organ‘zations. It cherishes the hope that here at least,
with the aid of the open support of the reformist party and
trade union bureaucracy, it will succeed in at least temporarily
throttling the communist movement, the sole source of resistive
force against its infamous policy of pillage and enslavement of
the masses of hand and brain workers,

In order to save the capital'st class state, the new
chancellor is determined to brin%’ about the liquidation of the
Ruhr struggle by every available means, and he and his
ministerial colleagues let slip no rtunity of drawing public
attention, to the ruinous effécts of the Ruhr occupation.

Herr Stresemann is not only prepared to abandon the
pass’ve resistance in the Ruhr, but is actually longing to do so,
80 long as M. Poincaré enables him to cloak his capilulation in
the public eye If Poincaré is willing to thus aid him in gett'ng
rid of internal nationalist dangers, Stresemann will return the
compl'ment by not only recognizing Poincaré’s principle of
productive pledges, but will be prepared to go the length of
aubmitmivel)P laying at the feet of French imperialism the
pledges of all property in Germany, the railways and the whole
of German private economics. And in order that this pledging
of German property might be e sufficiently alluring to
French capital, Hérr Stresemann hastened to declare further
that he is a believer in the principle of “economic aHiance”
between Germany and France. In other words, that he will

ant his unqualified blessing and unquestioning ratification
g the delivery contracts for Ruhr coal concluded between
Loucher, de Wendel, and Schneider on the one side, and Stinnes,
Thyssen, and Krupp on the other—in short, that he is rudz
to approve the Franco-German mining trust under Frenc
hegemony, regardless of the inevitably resultng international
ications. Aund in order to give this last promise the
needful solemnity, Herr Stresemann not only once more
emphiasizes the compulsory—political ties of reciprocal interests
arising from the cooperation of French and German hea
industry, but at the same time formally offers, a politica
alliancé between French imperialism an
in ‘thé form of a so-called guarantee compact.

s
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So much for the foreign political salvation of the country..

e of attaining the same salvaiion at home and in
economics, kHerr Siresemann promis:s {o tackle the ru'nous
dangers of mark dfgrecintiqn and injlation. He first expends
muci eloquence on the “conscriplion of properly”, in order that
it may be understood that the policy hitherto pursued of
exempting property from taxation cannol be carried on any
longer, and that in this case the obligaiion of sav'ng the state
compefs even capifal to be taxed. In order to soothe the
murmurs arising among the capitalists at such an unheard of
demand, he impresses upon these gentlermen that if they permit
_the pr?ent slafe (o go to pieces, they allow ihe destruction of
the soft power_capable of securing them their properiy at all,
for unless the capitalist class state i3 mainta'ned, 1t will mean
the loss cf nct merelv a small part of their “subs.ance”, that is,
of their capital, but of the whole of this substance, of the whole
capitalist slaie of society. This is what he implied when he
declared: “What remains of the substance of economics when the
subsfance ot the stale has not been maiutained?”

Cut Herr S{resemann does not mzrely wave the red flag
of soc’al revolution. He does not fail at the same time to offer
his capilalist friends a real consolation for the slight sacrifice
which he regreffully requires of tham. He offers them certain
prospects of security for their inyvesled capital by means of a
new go'd currency, and hopes ihal as soon as he {ms succeedeid,
with the aid of social democracy, in heaping the gigantic loads
intfended for the prolefariat on to the back of that beast of
burden, be will be able to “s'mplify the existing tax congiomerate,
and reduce it to a primiive forimm of single taxes”, that is, to
res.ore exemption from faxation among economic circles.

But all this is slill not enough. Herr Stresemann goes
even further, and not only mentions the prablematic ‘“conscr’p-
tion of property”, but proclaims the more tangible “conscription
of laber” Here we at once all know where we are: lengthened
working hours, increased exploitation, reduction of wages and
salaries, dismissal of all so-caMed superiiuous workers, wn order
that the balance may be restored in state finances by means of
reduced expenditure, d'minuition of the “unproductive and
demoralizing” unemployment dole, aud the ﬁ%t of the state
“to' impose on every recipient of umemployed bénefit (he work
needed by the state”. And here in Germany, we are not faced by
mere plans, but by cruel realily. Capifal has already adoptéd the
offensive all along the line, and is cdoperating with trade umion
bureaucracy, approved by the governmentfal social democrats,
in the effort to render the masses doc’le for the tremendous
new sacrifices required for the salvation of the capitalist slate,
by means of systematic stoppages and shortemng of work,
lockowts, ‘“Regulations” of index figures, and the like.

The .whole import of the salvation program of the Strese-
mann coalition government, whether with regard to" foreign
poftics, home ahairs, or economics, is therefore to burden tne
proletariat with all the costs ehtailed by the - capitulation of
capital to French imperialism, and by tze restoration of the
currency and state finances, but at the same time, to ma'ntain the
stafe apparatus in so strong a condition that it rema’ns capable
of suppressing any atte at rebellion on the part of a profe-
fariat whose last drop of blood is being squeezed from it.

In order to justify his offer of capitulation, Mr Strese-
mann declares to the internatiomal public that: “QGermany
stands alone in the world, she has no seconds in foreiga
polit‘cs”. But thig assertions is false and misleading. Germany
could have a frue friend and alln at any moment if she woyld
only take her place honorably in the defensive front of sed
natrons inst West European imperial’sm, and would, pursue
an honorable national policy for the internatiomal solidarily of
labor: and this ally would be Soviet Russia. But it is eas’ly
comprehensible that the German Stinnes fovernment does not
want to hear anything of this friend and ally. To ils capitalist
instincis even capitulation to Fremch imperialism for the
maintenance of bourgeo’s rule appears much more advanfageous
and purposeful than faithiut and umited collaboration with the
real workers' and peasants’ republic of the East. Even in.this
our, so fateful for the German denfcratic republic, even now
the impassable class chasm between isie and tariat
yawns wider than ever. In its alarm lest the proletariat should
seize its substance, the Gerritan bourgedisie prefers to sacrifi
willingiy and without regret,. the liberty, dignity, exi ce'ma
fulure of the German working mation, solely for the sake of
being able o continue to play its role of exploiter and ruler.

This shameful surr of Germany’s future on the part
of Siresemann’s government meets with the unqualified support
and agreement of the whole libefal bourgeoisie, the umited social
democrats, the frade umion bureaucrats, and of their press. Al
fhe),t‘coa?mon, pariies are compefing with one andfher at"the

For the pu

pregent time in a systematic and infamous camprign. of agitation
. against Soviet Ruassia, and’ against everyoite sympathizing with.

), .

sane Sihoan L)

_ the trade- unions.

Soviet Russia.
operat'on with Soviet Russia, the sole rea
to be discredited in the eyes of the
French heavy capital, which will bring the e nothing bit
increased egploitation and suppression, and before long thg
renewal of international murder, is to be represeated as the sole
possible ‘road to salvation, though the most it can save is the
temporary maintenanmce ot the capitalist state of exploitatiom

hope of salvation, is

and suppression.
e parties of the Right are inclined to be rather aggres-
sive with their opposition. But this oppositon is somewhat

ambiguous. Although pariy political reasons oblige them to raise
more or iess objection fo the sale of the German Ruhr to French
imperialism, since they themselves owe their existence to the
explo'tation of the nafional feeling of the peity bourgeoisie, at
the same time they find the proclamation of conscription of labor
and of pressure on the working class entirely inadequate and
lacking in- energy. - Above all, they are anxious {o take active
part in the salvation of the class siate, social democracy be'ng
set entirely aside.

Meanwh’le Fascism, especially in Bavaria, is openl
preparing to seize power. And no Siresemann government will
veniure fo oppose Fascism wilh (he necessary, emergy and
tenacity. Im this period of sfate salvation it 1s img;rssible to
know whether we may not require the aid of the Hitler and
Rossbach bands at any moment for siriking down the starving
masses of head and hand workers now snking daily deeper
into proverty. But this same government, on the other hand
is not slow to evince an intense increase of activity agains{'
communism, in which aclivily the social democrais take the lead.
Prohibition and suppression of the revolut’onary shop stewards
movement, visitations of the police to the German C.P. cffices,
mass arrests of communist functionaries, institution of~ class
justice trials of the worst sort for aHeged high treason, and
systematic throtil'ng of fhe communist . These are the
weapons being u by ihe Siresemann government, until such
time as it may seize the opporiunity for bloody provocation,
in us attempts to save the class siate, ihe guarantor of capifalist
substance, from utter coilapse and from the anger of prolefarian
masses.

May the capitalists shriek in a perversity of delight at the
blows showered upon the scarred backs of the German revolu-
t'onary proletariat by the knouts of the social democratic police,
The dialect'cs of the process of capitalist decay, and the clear
aims and determined policy of our Party, are our guarantee
that even this desperate attempt at salvation on the part of the
Stxuenunmﬂilhrgi:rg- government, will be speedily shattered
on the hards facts of reality and that the war of the classes will
end with the victorious esablishment of the class state of the
proletar at

—_—

The Frendch Proletariat ;
and the Siiualion in Germany
By Boris Seavarine. '

The first German revolut’on was crushed, and this was not
only due to the treachery of the social democracy, which took
sides with the defenders of capital, and joined forces with the
bourgeoisie, for the purpose of accomplishing the bloody suppres-
sion of-the working class vanguard gathered around Sparta-
cus group, but it was also due to the fact that the foreign aid
whicg cowd have freed it from the gmssure of imperial st
armies of the Entente was not given. In the years 1918 and 1919
the then majority of the-French Socialist Party still made common-
cause wiih the bourgeoisie. And the then left wing of the Party,

which gained tire miajoriiy later on and de into the Com-
munist Parfy, was inca of amy ign political action.
Things were practically same in thie trade umions, although

here the lefi wing was considerably more riul.
Neither the Pasty mnor the C.G.T. (Generai Confederation
of Labor) was at that time inclined to manifest practically its
e e o m&“mcﬁ Ay e e ene £
they proclai idarity ver uently in_their congress
resolutions. Butge’?én had they be{n %0 indzed.' they were not
in a position to do so. As to the proletariat as a whole, the
great majority of this class was completely underthe influence
of every kind of national'st feeling. If was tired vf“war, in need
of rest, and remained for the moet part deaf to the wnmi:g. and
appeals issued by the revolutionary minorities in the Party -and

Five ‘years have pasged since t , and the

f':

The object of aM this aflmion is plain: Co-

masses, and capitalation to -
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tion is' rising- agéi in German Bult'., ;- th mnlwerg'mmm
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. group.-hag fegme a-great &mmh:l{ counting - over
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becomes weaker from day to day, falls more
and more into discredit, and loses more and more the confidence
of the broad masses of the workers. Tlie impending civil war

egins uader very different conditions to those of the years 1918
and 1919.

But what changes have taken place since then outs'de of
Germany, and, in particular, in France? : )

One striking fact at once forces itself upon our attention
—the existence of a Communist Party which. did not exist at all
five years ago, a proletarian party well disciplined and led as no
labor party in France has been led since the Commune. A
party which has been tfaught and tempered by several ‘nternal
crises, which has already given many praofs of its fighting ca-
pacity and initiative, and which is developing from day to da
mto a really militant section of the Communist International.
W:thout doubt, this fact is in itself an excellent witness to the
awakening of revolutionary consciousness in an important part
of the French proletariat. and is at the same time a guarantee of
its real solidarity w.th the German proletariat. Neither friend
nor foe has any right to doubt that the Communist Party of
France will at all costs do its duty when the time comes.

But what can thig party, w'th its 60,000 members, do
against the powerful, rich and well organized bour. eoisie, unless
it finds allies among the other political or so-called non-political
tendencies of the French working class, ﬁarticularly of the revolu-
tionary trade unions? What role does the C.G.T.U. think to play
in the coming struggle? Up to now our comrades ‘n the C.G.T.U.
or at least a part of them, do not seem to have.clearly recogmzed
the situation in Central Europe. ‘While at the present time there
could be nothing more imporfant than the solution of the question
ag to how best and most effectually to aid the German prole-
tariat in its hard struggle, the latest conference of the national
commitiee of the C.GQ.T.U. did not even adopt any definite atti-
tude with regard to this problem, but permitfed itself to be com-
plelely dominated by internal conflicts. . There is no doubt that
the C.G.T.U. ppssesses a large majority fully aware of its duties
and responsibilties, and this will not allow itself to be led astray
by the immoral anti-communist coalition. And France sesses

today a Communist Party which has already shown itself capable.

of taking the initiative against reaction and imperialism under
the united front of the proletarat. The influence of this pari(y
on the unorganized masses increases from day {o day, and it will
be able to mobilize a magnificent army fdr the defence of the
German revolution.

This task is doubtless very difficult in a country where the
werking class has not yet suffered in its own person the effects
of the post-war cris's, where natural egoism easly gains the
upper hand over the spirit of solidarity and self-sacrifice, where
the reformists of the Socialist Party and of the C.G.T. imrcrease
the inertia of the masses by every available means, and the
demagogues of every shade of opinion are united in throwing
d'rt at every truly revolutionary fighter and in spreading con-
fusion. But events have also an eloguence of their own. They
shed such a bright light on the actual situation that any attempt
to sabota%e the struggle beinﬁ carried on by the Communist
Party is bound to appear to the class conscious workers in its
true colors —as a purely counter-revolutionary action.

The Process of Dissolution
in Georgian Menshevism

Exiract from the speech delivered by Comrade Martinov before
the Moscow Party Functionaries.

As is well know, during the course of the last few
months many humdreds of the best and oldest members of
the Oeor%i;n Menshevist party resolved at various nreetings
to leave their party and to join the Communist International.
Comrade Martinov, who was a leading theoretician and
politician of the Mensheviki for a quarter of a century, and
who has also recently joined the Communist Party, atiended
these meetings. His appended observations on ‘the course
Maken by these meetings, and on the immediate causes of the
disintegration of Georgian Menshevism, can unfortunately
only herébe given in an abbreviated form, owing to lack of
space, but are worthy of the more attenfion in that the
foreign representatives of the Georgian Mensheviki miss no
opgor!unity of spréading abroad their slanders ‘on
‘“ Bolshevist violence in Georgia.” (Ed.) T f
. |

: . At the end 6f Jime I received a telegram from Kafayetz,”

«. drom thé one-tihe Mensheviki, inviting me fo take part in their

= - " comferences ' I {ravelied through the whole of Georgia, 'and gave
B Joiney

séverdl addresses at well atiended meetings. Dmﬁ

“‘m 7

1 was able to form a -fairly objective-idea of what -had- bee;
going on in Georgia of recent years, as I derived plenty ‘of data
trom books, newspapers, and r;(rorls, the many speeches-I heard
and the numerous ‘nquiries addressed o me:at meelings, .while
I was able to observe much with my own eyes. C

The first thing which fell info -my hapds-during my sc-
journ at Tiflis was a circular issued by the 1llegal central com-
mitiee of the Georgian Mensheviki. This circular stated that
the Tscheka compe!s the Mensheviki to leave the party by ‘force,
that those who leave the party are betrayers who .sell- the
Georgian people for money, for gold, for motfor-cars, eté. Th's
circular raised a storm of indignation amon the. former
Mensheyiki. Their reply to the circular was: “You slander us
by saying that we leave the party under the pressure of force.

ood; now we shall arrange public meetings, and shal proclaim
to the whole world openly what has been going on in our party
of recent years, and what has induced us to break with it,”

The majority of the conferences passed unan‘mous resolu-
tions approv;nﬁ the liqundation of the Menshevist party and the
affiliation 1o the C.P. We first encountered resistance in Tiflis.
the intellectual centre of Menshevism. The conferénce held in
the great theatre at Tiflis lasted three days. The delegates sat
‘n the pit, the audience in the gallery. There were rabid
Mensheviki, apparently, among the latter. Thedifference between pit
and. gallery was striking: the former Mensheviki in the E‘t»were,
almost without exception, workers, the rowdy Mensheviki in the
galery almost without exception intellectuals. Whilst at other
meetings the quest'ons put to me were solely requests for infor-
mation, here the written questions thrown from the gallery were
obviously of a malicious intent. ’

One question was as follows: “The Bolsheviki made
concessions to Curzon; they were willing to bargain with this
imperialist. Why do you object when the Mensheviki do the
same thing?"”

To this I replied: “Circumstances aiter cases. At the time
of the Anglo-Russian conflict I was in Moscow, and saw the
effect of Curzon’s ultimatum on the Moscow proletariat. I saw
how the workers carried a gallows with a dummy of Curzon
about the streets. And notwithstanding they gave way to him,
you say. Yes, when it was a queston whetgcr it was worth
while {o shed the blood of workers and peasants in the matter
of two English spies and the three mile fishing zome, the
Bolsheviki answered: No! But if Curzon had demanded that
the factories were to be returned to their former owners, then
the Bolsheviki would have fought to the death. But the Menshe-
viki requested German and English generals, in the end even
Turk’sh generals, to occupy Georgia for the purpose of emanci-
pating it from * anarchy ”, that is, from the gﬁvnet power.”

In another question I was asked: “Why has the 2% Infer-
national joined the 2., and not the 3.?” I replied that this wds
no argument agaiust the 3. Intertational, but against those people
who wanted to sit on (wo stools at the same time. Their retreat
merely confirms the fact that those who ate opposed to the
dic.atorship of the proletariat are bound to fnd themselves sooner
or later in the camp of counter-revolution. Many .other questions
were put, many of them such that I could only reply to them
by an anecdoie. ’

What trend of feeling prevailed among the delegates them:-
selves? Were these docile sheep? Timid creatures capitulating
before the victors?  Judge for yourselves, comrades, from their
conduct. When (ke declaratory resolution was read out with
its frequently occuring phrase: “We are to blame”, the workers
interjecfed s{muls of protest: “We do not feel ourylVes to
Iﬂamel" And when the division was taken, only 50 voted for
the motion, the remainder abstained from voting. The workers
were not willing to sign a declaration in which the formier
activity is descrbed as counter-revolutionary. in the-course
of personal talks, old workmen declared to me that ‘they. caiild
not wallow in the mire of the past, that there had been a time

when they would have performed great revolutionary deeds. I -

spoke  o. the. followhelg effect on tlie dedhrat‘or'y‘ resolution: “I
have carefully perused the draft, and am myseff of -the opihion:
that its formulation is unhappy. It.need not be-said that every’
member of the party is responsible for the s'hs- of the :party:
But the rtesponaibility held by the ordimary -memibérs and :

the leaders is not equal. Yopur dissatisfaetion with '{he declara”
tion is-the.more comprehensible to. me as many despicable actions
were . performed - during the Menshevist. . regime in' Geoigia;”
against the wish and under the .protest of. ‘the working class
members of :the Menshevist party. After.my speech-the declaras

ien was, accepted by 97.vetes against-13-abstentions, - The

procedure, {ook, place with.r -.to..the: other - resolations: -

workers considered every. word of their resdlutions: fromy-all. sides;-

ElN}

angl,ﬁi,r;sultau: resolutions . were thprefore clear, ‘definite, .n,ﬁ“d‘
decls“l Wm0 car N L ki L <3
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i . J. scarcely believe, comrades, that anyone visiting this
conference would venture to repeat those slanders issued by. the
central commrittee—that’ the Georgian - Mensheviki are forsaking
their party because they are frightened ‘sheep who sign w'thout
demur anything presented to them by the powers that be. It
is not fear which ‘actuates the Georgian Mensheviki when they
leave -the party, but a feeling of shame that they have delayed
so long in doing so. 1 had to console them: “Don’t be down-
hearted] - There are plenty of equally violent battles béfore us.
You need not fear that you are going 1o rest on others’ laurels.
The red flag only waves over one sixth of the warld. There are
are still five s'xths to be won.” Speaking further in the ..me
strain; an- old workman out of the meeting said: “Comrades!
we have let three years of revolutionary struggle pass without
doing anything to help. This only means- that where the
Bolsheviki lay one brick, we have now to lay three.”

This is the mood prevailing among thé one-t'me Menshe-
viki of Georgia. The collecfive impressions of my Georgian
journey, led me to the conclusion that the Menshevik party is
on the-eve of a disastrous breakdown.s Its meibers are leaving
it ‘n crowds. Every fighting element is deserting it. The causes
of ‘this sudden calastrophe must now be invest'gated.

- (Conclusion follows.)

ECONOMICS

The Hopeless Econemic Position

-in Germany and the Remedies of
\ ihe Great Coalition

By G. Fink (Berlin).

Even the most superficial observation suffices to show that
during the four weeks of the Streseémann-Hilferding government
tuere has been.a further worsening-of Germany’s economic po-
s'tien, an increased obviousness -of {hé hope{essneSs of the
Gierman: economic crisis. ~There ig no iftention of assert'ng that
{ae -existence of the Stresemann-Hilferding government is to
biame for the fresh depreciation of the mark, for the closing down
of works, for-the increase of unmemployment, but the present
siluation and the helpless attempts at betterment are the best
proof that the governmiefit of the Great Coalition is as little abie
as any other capital'st government to master the German econo-
mic crisis. ‘ '

Prices have risen above the level of the world market in
an increased number of branches of industry. This signifies a
further decay of German export. Diminished export is the cause
of the extensive closing down of works and factories which has
already taken ‘g!a_ce or s impending, and of the increased un-
employment. - Within the next few days, and weeks the numbers
out of work will increase still more. The prices of German ih-
dustrial products are rising .above the level of the world market
prices, despite a depreciation of the mark only to be compared
with the rate of depreciation during the ‘last days of the Cuno
government. The value of the maﬁ( is sinking at a speed uun-
known to the Russ'an rouble, and has reached a stage at which
a mark is not worth 10 old roubles. - - ) ‘

The depreciation of the matk is thus no longer able fo
revive German export. The artificial boom of 1921-22 is over at
last. Germany's &conomic crisis break§ out in full force. For
years QGerman indusiry and agriculture have been' consuming
their own substance. The greatest fault has lain in the fact the
profits Fained through export have nof been expended on the
techn’cal improvement of the undertakings; all profits have been
sent abroad by the German. capitalist'a‘and advantageously in-
vested there. It has been a ‘typical sign of capitalist decay thmt
the composition of capital has become IoWwer—a ‘process only
compensafed by the ceaseless reduction -of real’ wages. Durin
this artifictal boom, “German capital ' had beeit” able to make
profits’ because max‘t of:the workers’ share i¥ the “total secial
production has.flowed into i(s cofferss ‘the- inflatiod, fle deprecia-
tion of the rifark, enabled ' 1he workers to be“deprived, i the
interests of the capitalist, o1 a'part of theéir siare.” And it was
alse:due to-the deprecidtion of fhe mark that, for a long time,
Qerman industrialists could under ‘cut foreign coriipéfitors. I’
was, hawever, plain that, soonet dr later, riof even Tiie most rapid”
rate of depreciation of .the ‘mark ‘could maintain 'German com-
gm,tgou in face of 1he fal'l::ig commposition of capital; the technical”
atkwardress ‘as -compar&d Wifh-.competitors,” thie growing mm-
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tremendous - ﬁ "u’pmo‘ I Otherwise such-a degree 6; de

greciatk_m could net have taken place in view of the active {rade
alance of the, year 1922 and the first quarter of 1923, and of he
cessation” of reparation payments. In propdriion as the econofic 45
crisis in Germany became more acute, and the danger of a social -
revolution approached, {he fl'ght of capital increased, and is now
no longer confined to the export profits, but has extented until
even profits on home business are- invested abroadl.

It is impossible to overcome the German. eéonomic crisis
within the capilalist economic system, and if capitalist prof't
making and the policy of capitalist production are continued, -but
a government with the very ﬁast idea of taking its task seriously,
and rea!ly doing something ‘to amelorate the econamic ruin
should attempt at least to set a limit to the flight of capital, and -
to introduce some alleration in the present policy of production.
But it is an established fact that the  Stres2mann-Hilferdin
government is trying to tinker with (riv'al -financial-technica
means. At first the social democrats fancied that they had won
a mighty victory b{ the new taxation laws, and restored the
equilibrium of state finance. But a few days sufficed to show that
the taxes, even when raised, are not able to cover any essential

art of the expenditure. German state finance is completel
ankrupt. A new levy on fore'gn bills was proclaimed with muc
clamour. But this new decree merely provides: that every person
liable to subscribe to the compulsory foan has o deliver up one
gold mark in foreign bills for every thousand marks of the com-
ulsory loan, if he poesess toreign bills. Ih this manner a new
oreign bills fund 1s to be created, But a great part of the
possessors of foreign bills have never been liable to the com-
ulsory loan. And even should a cerfain sum be thus raised in
ore'gn bills, the country will merely start on another useless
action in support of the mark, just as the Reichsbank has, with
this object, been futilely squandering millions of gold marks daily
during the last few days. v

The latest plan, the latest ordination, is the seizure of-all
‘“ foreign. bills serving unproductive purpose”. This sign‘fies
that people in humble circumstances, who have bought foreign
bills as the sole means of saving anything, are to be deprived of
their few foreign bills, whi'st those possegsing these on a large
scale, and of course employing them ‘“ productively ", are not fo
be touched.

The tremendous depreciat'on of the mark has killed the
paper mark. For calcuiations and estimates, in industry and
trade, it no longer exists, and it is practically dead as a meams
of payment. The transition to a new currency must be carried
out. But the many advantages offered to the different groups
of capitalists by the plans for a gold standard and a gold note
bank, do not make the realization of such a gold standard in the
least Fossible under the given econom’c conditions. It is im-
possible either to balance the state finances, or for the gavern-
ment to have any influence off production, prices, and the control
of foreign trade. The first prerequisites tor the introduction of
5old mark calculation or a new gold standard are not given in

jermany within the capitalisf"econom’c system.

As a result of Iﬁe faxation sabolage exercised by the ca-
pitalists, the floating debt of the Republic has increased twentyfold
in August, and has only been covered to the extent of 1 to 2%
by revenues. The conirol of foreifn trade exercised by the
government is ndt to be strengthened, but the reverse is to {ake
place, export control and export levies being abolished. The
economic program of the Great Coalit'on consists of samfyinﬁ
the wishes of capital after first lengthening working hours an
reducing wages. The German capitalists imagine that by these
means they ‘can prolong the life of German capital. Stinnes,
in an article in the Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung openly and
brutally, demands the ten hour day.

.. The f'nancial-technical’ measures and remedies aftempted
by the government. have no prospect of success. The government
can only continually. try to find new measures, and {o laud every
new measre.as an infallible remedy. The position of the German
economy is-hopeless- from" the capialist standpoint. Even the
government of the Oreat Coalition.cannot alter this fact.

France's Financial Crisis
in the Year 1923
o1 By Qeotge Lhiy (Parh)..

« Tuice’s Minister foc-Finance, de-.Laa(eyri;;,o

is well‘u_ﬁ»s; '5
r, during. the o'

fied with .the,Tinancial si{uation: of .hts-country. d
even . ofthe, year 1923, 11,762 million  francs  were. .
; w{:s.i, he. co ing, figures; fot the. ye
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partly consists of party members, and parily of comsades in
sympathy with communism, such as Monmousseau, who recognize
the necessity of the existence of a Communist party, but will
probably only become members when the parly has proved its
value as such, and has further proved that it is cured of the
old obsession of elections. Comrades are also represented in
this group, Dudillieux for instance, who do not dispute the right
of the members of the party to join together in fractions within
the trade un’'ons, but are not yet able to recognize the need for

. the formation of such fractions. And finally, this group contains

conirades who hold the opinion that the existence of a Com-
munist Parfy is not an absolute necessity for the victory of
revolution in France. But in any even{ it is quite certain that
the group surrounding the ‘‘Vie Ouvrere”, as at present
com osed]? is whole-heartedly in favor of affiliation to the
R.IL.U., despite all internal differences of opinion, and is on
the side of the Russian revolution.

The anti-communist minority is composed of anarch’sts
and the so-called ‘“Syndicalist Defence Committee”, this again
being composed of decidedly “anti-Moscow” and anarchist
“lraﬁe union only” trade unionists. This anarcho-syndicalist
bloc, in wh'ch the greatest confusion reigns, follows the lead of
a few persons like Besnard and Quinton. It represents in a
certain sense an extension of the famous ‘‘pact organization”
which, secretly and stricily centralized, operated like a kind of
syndicalist free masonry within the trade union movement at the
end of the war, and endeavored to enfangie the workers under
the pretext of preserving federalism.

In addit'on to this, this committee proclaimed itself to be the
devoted champions of trade union autonomy in opposition {o
the political parties.

But ncw a third tendency has crystallized between the ad-
herents of the RI.L.U. and the syndicalist defence committee,
which des.gnates itself as “revo!utionari' syndicalist groups”.
These groups, under the leadership of Lart'gue, comprise not
only the “trade union only” unionists who do not want to break
radically with either the Russian revolution or the R.I.L.U., but
also numerous one-time followers of the Communist Party,
particularly adherents of the Frossard group.

The revolutionary syndicalist groups represent a trade
union centrism lacking in inner coherence and inevi{ably destined
to self-disintegration. A portion of their adherents will doubtless

o over to the syndicalist defence committee, many of them

ing already actively engaged in its service. The others, however,
are certain to return to the major'ty in favor of the R.LL.U.

At the Paris conference of the national committee of the
C.G.T.U. the majority, as a practical proof of its will to unity,
dnd in face of the scarcely concealed threats of a split uttered
by the syndicalist defence committee, was obliged to make con-
cessions regarding the convocation of an extraordinary general
irade union congress at Limoges ‘n the laiter half of November.

We shall not here enter further into the scandalous fact
that at the Paris conference, the minority of the syndicalist
defence committee attempted to force the delegates t0 pass certain
resolutions by threais of violence. We shall only refer to the
remarkable contradiction contained in the fact that those who
have declared themselves to be opposed to any sort of dictator-
ship should feel no scruples in forcing their ideas on those
dif&ring from them in opinion, even if they have to resort fo
the dictatorship of the bludgeon as a means of persuasion. - We
must emghatically state here also that the anti-communist
minority is gully of systematic sabotage of the whole trade
union movement by its disgraceful expﬁ)italion of the will to
unity of the majority; by the constant resistance against the
resolutions passed by the properly elected organs of the
C.G.T.U.; the unceas:ng demands for the convocation of extra-
ordinary trade umon congresses, although it is plain 1o the
whole world that the major'ty of (he national committee is in
perfect agreement with the majority of the organized workers;
the enhancement ol the varying = tendencies, leading 1o an
enormous waste of energy, and thus preventing the majority
from concentrating its whole energies on- the struggle against
the capitalist offensive and French imperialism a{ a moment

.+ -w~=when capifal’st exploitation is becoming more and more acute in

the couniry itself, and the French occupation generals in
the Ruhr are making all preparations for .crushing the iirst
signs of proletarian revolution in Germany.

The congress at Limoges will represent the grea(estvba!tle
which: the French trade union movement has as wet fought. The

“significance of this bat(le will by far exceed that of the struggle

waged at the trade union coengress in Anf'ens in 1966, For the
prospecis_of world fevelution, -historically’ viewed, afe now ‘miuch
nearer than then. . : b, e

.~ ' . The trade uhion congress at Amens saved 'he.'Syinli!cg“iisis;;
mot. hecause (he formulas passed at that time can lay 10
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being correct for all time, but because they were actually able
to sﬁut out, for a certain period, -the influence of the political
parties whase sole funct'on, however radical they: might. be in
words, was to act as electioneering machines fo1 returning
deputies to the chamber. Thus Amiens saved, the trade union
movement fruin smccumbing to the electoral malady afflicting
the socialist party.. G e e -

Thougﬁ the congress at Amiens did not change the
C.G.T.U. info a trade union mass organization, if at least ra‘sed
it {o the level of that party which, despite all.confusion of thought,
was the only party pursuing practical revolutionary daily policy.

The residue of influence still possessed by the syndicalist
defence committee in the {rade upions is due to the fact that
the mechanical repefition of the formulas resolved . upon at
Amiens, represen{s 1o a certain extent a kow-towing before the
traditions of the French labor movement.

But ‘today, the war and the Russian revolution, which we
have to thank for many valuable experiences, compel us to ré-
examine our old traditions. - P

The war has given us proof that the irade unions, just
like the polit'cal elecioral organizations of the proletariat, failed
miserably in the fulfilment on their class duly. .

Tge lessons taught the world proletariat by the Russian
revolut'on may be concenirated in one sentence: ‘“A group of
select workers, devoted to their class for life or death, relying
on Marxist teachings and principles, strictly disciplined, an
capable cf developing adequale mobility enabling it to determine
at any moment on the best tactics for advancing the growing
masses of workers on the road to revolution—!n shcrt—a Com-
munist Party, forms the imperative prerequisite for the victory
of the proletariat over the bourgeoisie.” .

he impotence of the German trade union ricvement was
inevitably bound up with the fact that its mass organizations
were rusz and led exclusively b{‘ a reformist electoral body.

The impotence of the French trade un‘on movement, on the
other hand, was due to the fact that it neither com%nsed‘t_'eal’ly
large mass organizations, nor was it .supported by a firmly
esfablished and determined party possessing clear and sound
principles. N .
Today, we are in a position to define clearly and lucidly
the relations between Party and trade unions. The trade uilion
movement gathers the workers together on the common ground
of the’r proletarian existence. e Communist Party, on the
other hand, constitutes the alliance of those workers who have
become conscious of the necessity of proletarian class war, and
of the conditions of revolutionary victory. The Party and its
members are not in the least led by the idea of forcing the
non-communist workers to recognize their supremacy a priori
as holders of an unalterable infallible dogma. On the contrary,
all other tendencies ‘n the trade unions have equal rights to try
and maintain themselves in the trgde unions.

In the {rade un’ons the communists ask no more than equal
rights with all other tendencies. - They cannot tolerate being
regarded and treated as trade unionists with lesser rights merely
because they are communists. ) )

The communists are fighting for trade union umity, for
trade un-on mass organization, in order that the {rade unions
may offer the broadest possibleqield for the’r work in the service
of the proletariat. i )
he, anarcho-syndicalists, on the contrary. proclaim by
their schismatic tendencies, and their instincfive inclination to
sectarian trade unions, even though they are themselves not
clearly conscious of it, that they have no faith in themselves,
and fear the judgment of the broad masses, v
- The opponents of communism are anxious {o form a new
“model” trade union which would represent the negation of
every {rade union movement. According to their views, ag ex-
pressed by the resolution lately passed by the national committee
of the building workers’ union.. fhe communists should be sub-
jected to every, sort of pettifogging so long as they are in the
minority, However great the coniidence possessed by a com-
munist in his trade union, he must not be permitted {o perform
any function in it, simply for the reason that he bc!onFs fo
the minority in the union. t where the communists are i the
majority, still -they are. blindly to obcg-the . behests, of the
minor ty, for the latter makes no bones about threatening a split
for the purpose of extorting agreement: to its. resolutions. .Is

l?solutely plain that the anarcho-syrdicalists' @n  bring
about nothing else than the destruction of the trade smiors by
such a course of action? ' IR )
" . The ‘trade unioni hovement can only gather the weorking
magses {ogether on the principlé of complete .equality of -rights
among- all_ the members organized. What ‘s there o induce a
worker tbienter a trade union, if he ‘is to-befricked: out of -his
righte by aecidental majorities? . The-{rade unions will. only ‘be
L -
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able ‘to draw the broad masses of the proletariaf into their ranks
when ‘their organizations cease 1o be haunted by the constant
spectre of sch.sm, ‘ . '

In. the (rade utions the majority decides, whether at {he
moment it be communist, reformist, or anarch’'st, and no one
has a right {0 jump to the conclusion that the trade umion ‘s
therefore subordinate ta the Communist Party, the Social Deno-
cratic Partly, or the Anarchist Union, -

.. The autoriomy- of the trade union lies in the possibility
which it pessesses of sweeping away, at any fime, any majority
with wh'ch it is not in agreement. If trade union au‘onomy s
not t6 be a mere unintelligible myth, it.can and must imply this
posa:bility.

At (he Limoges trade union congress the communists will’

make it ‘their chiet endeavor to maintain {he unity of the
C.G.T.U,, and beyond this 10 realize un’ty in the wholg French
trade union moventent. ;

. They will also energetically lay claim to their perfect
c?ualn‘y of right with ail other tendencies in the organization
of their Iractions, and in the ropagation of their slogans and
ideas in the d scussion, up to the moment of division.

After the division- has been taken by the competent organs
of+-the trade union ‘movement, the communists will invariably
devote themselves to the’ successful ‘execution of the resolutions
whether they be in the majority or not. : ’

. The communists will ~thereby evince that they expect
nothing mdre for themselves than the free lay of trade union
demtocracy. And they will judge—this emocracy less in
accordance with the “academic and learned expositions. which
gle::jfrobe ven, than in accordance with the practical work

rmed. -

"+ At Limoges the communisis will exert their utmost powers
for the R.LL.U., for the Russian revolution, against the oi‘f)msive
of capital, and for the impend'ng reyolution in Germany.

.. .They will carry on this struggle conjointly "with the
majorify in the C.G.T.U. Until the congress takes place in
_!_zjnpg'es in November of this_year, our most important duty
is'to'clearly enlighten the trade unions. Even today the majority
is assured for t e RILL.U. at the Limoges conference. But it
'8 ot merely a question of having the majorily there; it must
be sach an overw| elmirig ‘majority that it borders on unanimity,
and co';l_gemns any aphft to failure beforehand. <
. e manoeuvre for a split being carried on by Frossard
in ‘the Egalité, and behind the scenes ingsdme of the mytde unions
must be frusfrated under all circumstances, - g

The masses organized in the C.G.T.U. must not and will
not allow that this renegade, at the moment of the Ruhr occupa-
lt_:ecmlatr.ld xmmédmiely o}:‘e*ktihe outbreak of+the proletarian

volution in Germany, - should carry on hi
destruction of the (raze unions; Y s work for the

——

Two Agriculiural Laborers’
Congresses
By H. Rau (Berlin).

In the second half of Se;l)ltember two agricultural laborers’
canresses will take place, both worthy of note. Two' balances
will be drawn in the agricultural labor movement. T

. In Moscow an International Conference of representatives of
the revolutionary rural proletariat will be held.

In the course of a few years, more than a million organized
revolutionary ‘working men and women engaged in agricultural
labor have united beneath the banner of the Red International of
Labor Unions. Around this organized: revolut’onary élite of
agricultural workers there is gathering a vast number of sym--
pathizers, a vast number of agriculﬁu-al laborers,: belonging
ideologically to the R.LL.U. and siding with the revolution. The
army of agricultural laberers who belong ~ideologically and
organizationally fo the R.LL.U. grows daily and hourly. -}'his
voltttient. .

* The intérnational conference of -revohitiona;

érdt'on 10_the refat e orces at‘'work., 7 .- .. .
" The exchange of sfrategic expetience gained i the different-
agr m‘: : ezlpi:,a?g: j’fmggkse,ealpd m{ rgp“t:lllsirg the offensive of
sgtiitacal movement.. o EL il {of fle.iniernationsl
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question is {00 evident fo require special emphasis. 1t is ener- .
ascist .
m {o organize'

ally known that the agrarian capital'sts not only house
officers on their estates and make it-pogsible for tze
;xﬁzmcsénggggg, bq:] a)}sq p'rovéde ex("'e;tsive supplies of weapons,
e will _have.{o draw { i i i
cultura) workers to this, r v bpecal atistfion of agsi-

It is, above alli of the. greatest importance that the agri-

cultural workers should counter the violence of the Fasc;st bands,

Fasc’st terror, and the Fascist shock treops, by means of prole-

tarin d(gfenie organizations, . .
n the other hand, agricultural labor must no' igno

fact that Fascism is also a movement of a midd'e BLgs'; l:h:ic'lel
finds itself in a desperate situation, without prospect of escape,
This fact ‘Tmposes impartant tasks on agricultural labor, Im-
?oyenshed' village schoolmasters, post o%

icials, farm employees, small rentiers and, above all, small’
peasants—these are to be torn from the clutches of Faschm and
enfisted in the ranks of the proletarian clase front. The con-
ference devotes on this occasion a special item of the agenda to
the relations between agricultural laborers and small peasants.

. In need not be said that the conference will devote i -
tention to the need for the closest connection between the ;lr;gg?eg
of the urban and rwa! prolefariats. K may be stated that as a
general rule th's connection is still very inadequate in all ca-
pitalist states; for the miost part there are only mere beginnings
to be observed, though very promising ones,

In the interesis of the ‘international revolutionary labor
movement, the conference w'll at the same time not close its eyes
to the defects existing within the Red A ricultural Workers’
International. To be sure many of the delects and faults are
merely the phenomena which accompany every “young movement.
This ‘s, however, no reason for ‘Fassing them over. They must
be removed as far as possible. The first imperative necessity .is
a better and stricter centralization. The connections be({ween
the different countries are still inadequate. The exchange of ex-
periences must be kept up continually and must not be solely de-
pendent on conferences taking place at long intervals. The inter.
nationa) Ieadex;shfp.nf the.revolutionary agricultural workers g-ust
be evidenced in future by greater aclivity, and this is only pos-
sible after the above premises have been created. It is just ﬁ:re
that the agricultural workers must show the fundamental diffe-
rence between the Moscow Agricultural Workers’ International,
with its growing strength and power, and the decadent Amster.
dam International. ;

Whilst the conference at Moscow draws the balance of the
progress of the revolutionary agricultural labor movement, {he
second conference shows. the balance of hopeless decadence of
the reform’st agricultural labor movement,

Although the latter conference is not an
congress of agriculiural laborers, still it is of great international
significance. The national conference, the general meeting of
the German Agricultural Workers’ Union, beginning on Sep-
tember 17, is of .international ‘mportance not on y for the reason
that Germany is at the present moment the focus of the revolu-
tionary ’struggle, but also because the German Agricultural
Workers Union (D.L.V.) is the most powerful organization of
the reformist Agricultural Labor Confederation (J.L.K.).

. The last-congress held by the LL.K. established the fact
that it possessed a membership of 1.2 million men and women
engaged in agxcullural’ labor.  Of thesc, 624,060 members be-
longed to the D.L.V. And what balance has the D.L.V. to show
after the three years’ interval since its last conference? In the
summer of. 1920, the D.L.V. counfed 860,000 members. By the
end of 1921; the number of members, according to official state-
ments, had sunk to 626,000. Sinee then the Central Commiltee of
the: D.L.V. has contented itself with- the statement that the
membership is still “ more than half a million ", As-a matter
of fact, it is not likely- that there are more than 350,000 agrj-
cultural ‘workers, men’ afid- women, ‘still members of the D.L.V,
The German agricultural labor front is disorgan‘zed.” This is’
the pldin balance of-the work of development ” performed by

international

the reformist trade unions. - ‘

. No doubt tlre bureaucrats of the D.LV. will utter loud = -~ y
: :onﬁalaima about the destruction of the umion by the com:l{im?tfs, s

o doubt fliey will forget to mention, their desgicable {reachers
to the agricultural laborers in every truggle, ﬂ!l,; resul(t:?sth:{
collaboration policy. But foday the .agriquﬁural workers are not -
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must be readmitted ”—these are the main issues to be submitted
to the forth-coming general meeting by a number o1 local group
meetings and district conferences. )

e reformist afncultural labor’ movement i3 attempting
to bind up the fate of agricultural labor with the fate of the
decadent capitalist economy, and is therefore historically con-
demned to share in the decay of capitalism. The future—the
victory!—belongs to the revolutionary agricultural labor move-
ment.” The two congresses are plainly symptomatic of this.

An Appeal from the Union of Hand
and Brain Workers on behalf of the
Siriking Miners in Czecho-Slovakia

The Union of Hand and Brain Workers, Mining Section,
makes the following appeal to its members to support the Czecho-
Slovakian miners in their severe siruggle:

Miners, Comrades!

Our fellow workers, the miners of Czecho-Slovakia, are
in the midst of a struggle. The colliery owners across the
frontier crack the whip of starvation! During the last two years
wages have already been reduced by 40%, and now there is to
be a further reduction of 20% to 30%. This reduction of wa%\es
has been accompanied by an increased amount of work! n
ingenious system of piece-wcrk and speeding up has enabled
the labor periormed by the miners to be increased by 40%.

Comrades! Our fellow workers in Czecho-Slovakia were
obliged to take up the fight or sink into abject slavery. The
struggle has been taken up determinedly and unitedly all
the miners, however organized. It now remains for us to do
our share in supporting the comrades in Czecho-Slovakia in
their struggle.

During the strike not a pound of coal must go to Czecho-
Slovakia!

We will no longer tolerate that fighting miners should
be defeated with the help of scab coal from other countries, as
was the case in the I-?n lish and American miners’ strikes.
We are resolved to act in full consciousness of our international
solidarity as miners and class brothers.

But this alone does not suffice: we must begin at once
with the collection ot funds in support of our class brothers in
their heroic struggle. A collection commitiee must be formed
at once in every colliery. We must aid our comrades in their
fight with every means at our disposal, for their victory is our
victory, and theirr defeat is our defeat!

Up comrades, and act!

No scab coal for Czecho Slovakia!

Every comrade must give as much as he can to the
collections!

Long live international solidarity!

For the wretched position of the miners wil only improve
when we have defeated our class enemy, international trustified
mining capital, by international revolutionary class struggle.

Union of Hand and Brain Workers of Germany.
Mining Section.

An Appeal to the Toilers
of the Marine Indusiry

The Seamen's Seclion of the International P ganda
Commitlee ot Transport Workers of the Red International of
Labor Unions have issued an appeal, of which the following are
the principal contents:

Fellow Workers of the sea! Have d)'ou forgotien 19147
We know you will never forget the period that folowed until
‘“armistice day”. But do you realize we are living in a period
when one or other of the rival capitalist groups are committing
acts, almost daily, that may at any momenthlunge the world’s
workers into another sea of blood? Shall we allow th's?
Positively no!

Constant War since 1914.

The fine phrases of “War to end war”, “Freedom of smafl
nations”, efc. etc. were inventions to satisfy the unthinking mass.
Our governments have constantly lied and deceived us. War
has never ceased since 1914. ar against Soviet Russia for
years: the only’ workers republic; war for possession of Silesian
coai fields; ttles fought for control of Memel and Vilna,
Spaniards aganst Moroccans in Africa; the British soldiery
butchered yptians and Irish, and continues to murder the
lndians; the bankers of Lombard Sireet sent the Greeks to their
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defeat against the Turks; the French carry on their war of
aftrition, coupled with ghastly violence, in the Ruhr, w'th
aisabirous resurt to the economy of all nations; and now comes
the blustering archdictator Mussolini, defiant to all, occupying
QGreek Islands. All these wars, and many more, the warkers
carry on for oil fields, iron ore mines, coal fields, railway con-
cessions efc. efc.
imperialist masters may exploit more of the world’s workers in
their attempt {o become richer.

Italo-Greek Crisis.

The tatest Italian-Greek crisis reflects the imperialist
designs of Italian capitalists, Mussolini, the'r premier, and idol
of all “big business”, defies the League of Nations. Just as he

crushed the Italian labour movement with the aid of the timid
and cringing reaclionary union leaders, by burning down
hundreds of union and labour newsraper ofiices; smashing to
scrap-iron printing presses; imprisoning and murdering thou-
sands of Italy's best workers, so he pounces upon Corfu and
surrounding isiands and commits similar acts, to fortify Italian
capitalism in the Mediterranean. Mounting guas and occupy'ng
Greek harbours with battleships he ironicale remarks that his
acts are ‘“‘peaceful”.

This crisis cannot be isolated from the world’s situation.
It is a reflex of the angry conflicting cap'talist interests.
Immediately sides are taken. England backs Greece, for British
capitalism needs mercenaries in the Balkans and the Near East
in the fight for concessions. France agrees with Italy. She
secks the support of Italy in her Ruhr adventure ‘and to
strengthen herself against Great Britain. The “ Little Entente ”,
made up of Czecho-Slovakia, Rumrania and Yugo-Slavia, see
another Balkan war and intimate their readiness {o fight. AM
have economic reasons for their acts of threatening a further
slaughter of the workers,

Shall we have Unity?

The International Federation of Trade Unions was
resurrected at the end of the war. As in 1914 they have done
nothing. The International Transport Workers Federat'on, a unit -
of the LF. of T.U., has shown a willingness to consider the
possibility of action, b{} pledging itself for cooperation with
the Russian Transport Unions who are a part of the transport
workers section of the Red International of Labour Unions. This
decision was made in Berlin last May, We call on them for
action now. Everything will be done by the Transport Workers
of the R.ILL.LL to give effect to the LT.F. resolutions, for a
ge.neral strike against war, passed at Christiania, Geneva und

ienna.

We cannot wait until -all umion officials agree. We may
be plunged into war any day. We must form our commiftees of
acton in every country. Let all seamen who are not desirous
of turning each merchant fleet into armed cruisers, form their
vigilance committees ashore, and shiﬁe‘ committees afloat, imme-
diate]y, to stop all ships loaded with war material and troops.
The dock workers should also have their committees to see no
munitions of war are loaded. If the railwaymen w'll do likewise
we can stop capitalist wars by a general strike of transport
workers. The seamen hold a strategic position internationally.
No great war can go on without the aid of the seamen. Let us
prepare o refuse to man ships of piracy.

Comnunittees of Action.

Every local union branch should immediately summon its
membershp to discuss how to prevent war. They must form a
Committee of Action. Each cily and town should have a
- centralised Comuuiltee of Action composed of delegates from all
local committees of the labour unions. All should coordinate their
activities into national commiittees. The dock workers must have
a job commitiee of action. Every hatch of the ship must have a
representat've on the committee. They must be prepared to
immediately stop leading any ship taking in war material to be
used against the workers of other countries. Each vessel must
form a ships’ committee as soon as the sailors sign arlicles,
composed of delegates from each department. This committee
should receive a clearance from the dock workers’ committee of
action before sailing. No ship should leave a dock without a
clearance from the shore workers. This is iow the rank and file
of marine workers can prevent their leaders using them as pawns
in an imperialist war for more oil, coal, rubber and iron ore etc.
Let our slogan be: “He who supports capitalist wars is a scab.”

International Action—Class War.

. The seamen and transpori workers have nothing to gain
by war aud.their lives to lose. If we mast fight let us do so for
ourselves.- We must emancipate ourscives from the greedy land
sharks and exploiters. Assert our manhood! Take our wifes and

i
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We are dy'ng in battles in order that our -

for flie class war.” Russian revolution of 1917 and of the abortive f g
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.No{kers of all countri g 1 ‘ tionary .~ An especally eavy, but nevertheless glorious task (7
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Internaiional Seamen against War

An Iniernational Mass Meeting of Seamen of i
was held m”Hamburg on September 15., at the “ V'C;:xll'fl’{ 'g;:glll?
schaftshaus ”.  Comrades from Holland, Russia, Germany and
Great Britain spoke. The meeting was called under the auspices

u

strike of all workers occupying stategetic positions in industry.
of the International Harbe : THE YOUTH MOVEMENT
workers’ entry info mpi?alis;’ l'wara.mau to protest against the
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i irect participant because' Dutch industry was nsed on the side of the international proletarian revolution advance] e
ofhoes who gave it the largest proils out of e ‘war. The The new struggles of the profetariat in Germany can 4
b t; : b rsa l;“w mw;t ::r ":1 l?y mtmg stlfﬁcie:; ﬁeltrgzz cauch proporumsi that they will be capable of bn':zgin o
mong orker seamen a ommencement i i
:;u:’:go?hew(::gzl sgfﬂ:?‘: . ca;. O?e 1{"_. e Samen and imporl%nt ey ] ow ot:fj. socialist era in one of the m
] e general sirike mgainst war and to = There is no power on Earth which coul ish
l,’.’;'ifd,:,ﬂ, I,: ,;’.”'I',_.*, ,:: g:i:gmmb;na“gm ]‘he v{?,khee,.s which wll'ltl,l‘:lm‘proée[ta:ians! ’ Twenty million Iprokc:‘t)aur&nvsmgygg :)‘;:“t?f
! «themselves, if the leaders IS able to read and write, who hav ssed
of organized labour - themselves at fthe dispnsal i : y o dniak o
_ " of the Severe school of social dem 5 y
m,ﬂ.“cg:e as they dﬂlﬁ 19147 o * the drelgs of the premraﬁ)rﬁst)comfcel?t? A Mave vk
many is rapidly approaching a revolution whi h perusing the chronicle of the revaluti
Enust glac\t:, the workm%eclass im_control «of industry ” s;?'.". of the working class of the various cmntriég,naorge s:;u% tI::
"omra f alter of 1vbe rman Schiffahstsbund. **The finan: forced_ to the conclusion that the working class is unable to -
?m - .(]erm.any t0}d- the wofl during the war they were vanquish the bourgeoisie before the workers have endured defeat -
or a united Germany, that f In one or another of its forms. Without the events of the 3
y;:ilrs 1905 and 1906, the victory of the Russian proletariat in
1917 would have been scarcely possible, or this victory would
e been much harder of attainment. Germ#n proletariat ¥
has also passed through ils testing time. In the year 1918/19, in ¢
the famous Spartacus revolts ang in the beginning of 1921 in '
the March action, the German proletariat underwent its tem-
process and received the lessons which mow render it
capable of not only rising in revolt but also of being victqgious. i
The events which are now preparing in Germany may -
well lead us tothe most important age in the history of the E
a};gfegles of the international proletariat and of the destiny of the i

4 hey knew of no divisions amo
Germans. But, just as in the st, Stinnes, Wolf and'l(ruppufagtsc.t
are now shifting the burden of reparations to the bent shoulders
ofdihe proletariat. They fell us the French are our enemies,
?n secretl _rna.ke,afreements with the French capitalist class
or the exploitation of both the French and the German workers
The workers of all countries have no quarrel with each other.
gncg ;hhec? ,our masters quarrel are the workers used to slaughter

A speaker from England declared:

) “We had an International Federati i
in 1914, but like a house of cards it fell, begugef n’l;rm;mﬁo:

i s e Sy o o BT i of ek P bl ok e s
: . We must prepare the rank and i : .
L,f]: oﬁ labor to safeguard their own inta'r?;ts. The febacle  apicks Leltx:;in beinclear on matter—the struggles which have

must never be repeated. If the Council of Amijassadors y y and which can wax fiercer every 2

day, perhaps also mean the acceleration of that mew i e
wars against the socialist states, whose inevitability was ;:i?cl:; B
by Comrade Lenin some years ago. Powerful events are in ’
course of preparation! e dare not for a moment shui our
eyes t?r the dangers bound up with these events.

he young generation of the proletarian youth which
has grown up i the J:oeriod following the gregt vic(orit;us

epea

or the “League of Nations” eend iheir jackbo

with an imperialistic yard stick ,menpuringmoﬁ g}f,d (gea'l.eﬁl;
{ngn!@il properties of some other capitalists, and they get killed,
this is no concern of the workers. Mussolini .pounces on the
island of Corfu, fortifies it, kills the protesting men and women
and ‘then calls out “ All' our designs are peaceful ”, Let us
make the first act of war for oil, coal, wheat or iron a signal

in-which we are winﬁ, the real causes of war are only

tongidered seriously by a. caste of diplomats. .We blame the
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every muscle in order to rise to the grandiose evenis now
approaching. The German Youth League must be the most
sound, the most active and the most  self-sacrificing—in one
world—the most illustrious troops of the German Communist
Party in the baftles of the future. The German Youth League
must be the light cavalry of the proletarian army which is
entering into new fierce siruggles with capitalism.
. An equally great task lies before the French Youth.
Tomorrow, thie French armies will be launched against the Ger-
man workers. An attempt will be made to convert them inlo
the hangmen of the German workers. The French Communist
Party, and before all, the French Youth League must proclaim
this aloud througlout the whole of France and set itself against it.
I'he Communist Youth of Russia, and with it the other sec-
tions of the Communist Youth International, must recard it as
their greatest honour to aid their brother troops in the youth of
Germany and through them the German revolution. The prole-
tarian youth can be thorou¥hly convinced .of the fact that ‘n any
event ther generation will witness the decisive battles of the
world proletariat. The best cohorts of our youthful comrades
will in any case have opg&r(unity of engaging in combat with
the bourgeoisie and their Fascist sons, not only in the streets of
the'r native towns but also in the streets of the chief cities of
Eurepe. The oppressive almosphere of bourgeois reaction of
the last days is beginning to get lighter. The era of the retreat
of the workers’ army is drawing to a close. The unbearable
foriuring epoch of contempt and scorn of the workers on the part
of international capital is approaching its end. The thunder
clouds are lowering. Not today perhagi-»-bm tomorrow the puri-
fying storm can burst forth. Let us ready! May the prole-
tar'an youth which has been wont {o receive the first blows of
reaction be the undaunted herald of the coming battles.

We declare right out: The Comintern is proud of the fact
that in its years ot severest work and struggle, never once has
there been any serious differences of opinion between the Co-
mintern as a who'e and its International Communist Youth
troops. While in all other international organizat'ons, disputes
between * Father and Son” are a quite usual phenomenon, it
is not so in the Comintern, not even in thought, and will not be
so. One exception does not count. Only in an outlying corner
of Europe (‘'n Sweden) we witness a case where some “old"”
comrades who have become prematurely aged (we mean, of
course politically), mutter their peevish senile criticisms against
the communist youth which call {o mind the good ‘“ Papas’ of
the 2. and 2': International. This is an exceptional case. In
all countries where the Comintern has come into conflict with the
remmant of the opposition in our sections, we have had the good
fortune of witness'ng the communist youth on the side of the
Comintern. This was the case recently in France. It is so in
Italy at the present time, and that is how the maiter also stands
in Norway and Sweden.

Put forth your energies, young proletarians. Deep into the
masses! With lge full glow of youthiu! fervour, with the firm
conviction of communis(s must we anchor ourselves in the
masses! May there be no factory, no nnne or workshop w'thout
its promising nucleus of the International Communist Youth. Let
us go also into the villages The village youth is the great re-
serve of (ke international working class n the internalional re-
volution  Ter¥old, a hundredfold, a thousandfold more energy
to the capturing of the youth in town and country!

IN THE R.LLL.U.

Resolution on 1the Sabolage of ihe
- United Front by the Amsierdam
International

Adopted by the Executive Bureau of the Red luternational of
Labor Unions at ils Session of ‘August 20, 1923. :

After discussing the resolution adopted on August 3. and

4. by the Executive Committee of the international Trade Union .

Federation, the Executive Bureaii of the Red Iuternational of
Labor Unions points out that, despite the important events {aking
place in Europe at the present time, events demanding more
urgently than ever the adoption of the united front tactics, the
International Trade Union Federation continyes tg reject {hese
tactics, and to sabotage ‘the first successes of (hé Infernatiohal
Federation of Transport Workers. ' ‘

At th: precise moment when (he fate of the world: févo-
lution and’ of. the internalional. working class is - at stake. in.

G;l:ﬂﬁmy, and when’the siruggle now raging may”end. with the
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triumph of either Fascism or of the proletariat, at this moment
the leaders of the International Trade Union Federation take
a grave rcsponsibilily upon themselves before history and the
proletariat, in rejecting on the flimsiest pretexts a united - front
of the workers against Fascism and war danger. ,

The International Trade Union Federation deems it to te
an absolute prerequisite for the unity of the {rade union movement

that every hostility to and atiack on" the International Trade

Union Federation, its organizations, and members, cease, and
that the Russian workers declare themselves ready to fight iu
Russia {oo against war danger and reaction. .

These two conditions are perfectl( ridiculous. The critical
attiude taken by the revolutionis{s to the leaders of the ‘Amster-
dam laternational is justified by. the relations of the laiter to
the inlernational bourgeoisie, and by its cooperation with ‘inter-
natianal capitalism. Let {he Amsterdam International first cease
this cooperation and break off these relations; then we ‘oo
shall cease our *‘criticisms” and ‘‘ attacks”. Let it once more
employ the methods of- class struggle; and the * atmosphere
of mufual respect and mufual eonfidence” will be restored. But
even should these conditions be fulfilled, trade union unity does
not exclude the right of criticism. )

At the present iime, when reaction is raging in every
country, the refusal of the Amsterdam leaders to form the united
front proves that (hese leaders share the views of the bourgeoisic,
and this fact complelely justifies our criticisms and attacks.

The second condition made by the International Trade
Union Federation is simply ridiculous in the eyes of all those
who know that the Russian workers have siccessfully combatted
every expression of reaction and counter-revolution, that they.are
continuing the struggle thus begun, and are . relentlessly fru-
strating every machination of (he reactionaries. This cendition
is ridiculous for another reason as well, for the compgtent
authority of Edo Fimmen, secretary of the International Trade
Union Federation, has pronounced Soviet Russia to be the stron-
gest bulwark agains{ Fascism. . L = 0

The endeavors of {he Russian prolefariat and ils govern-
ment in the struoggle for universal peac and for the cessation of
the world war, are known to all. The Red Iternatipnal of
Labor Unions cherishes the hope that the leaders of the Amster-
dam Infernational will not confuse the defence of the Russian
Revolution against the attacks of international capitalism~ with
such wars as break out through the fault of capitalist govern-
ments, and inevitably end in the repression of the proletariat.
The Russian workers have carried the revolution through—-
are they not to defend it? _

The leaders of the Amsterdam International are very
well aware of all this, but as they are equally well aware that
{he broad masses of the proletariat join us in demanding a united
front and common action Ou the par! of the trade unions, they

*attempt to cloak {heir refusal by demagogic arguments, and by

making conditions whose atsurdity it is not diHficult {o demon-
strate. ,
The Red Infernational of Labor Unions is firmly convinced
that international reaction can only be conquered when a prole-
tarian united front has been established. It declares that, despite
the efforts being made by ihe leadcrs of the International Trade
Union Federation, it will continue its propag:nda in favor of
the united front, and will realize this, if need be, against the will
of those leaders who Dave again proved themselves.io be cons-
cious agen{s of capitalism. A
Fxecutive .Burcau
of the Red Internafional of Labor Uunions.

IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES

«The Lost Leader"”

The New Leader, the organy of the English Independent
Lavour Parly, hag, to put it mildly, been hopelessly astray "of

late in regard to iis news and cormmients upon pohtical‘_e’vépts
in Germany. In’ fact some of its articles ard notes read Jike |
nothing else than a series of “howlers” to anyone with a first-

hand acquaintance with present-diay political h_agpi:;lmgs( in
i

Gerimany. Perhaps the most charitable explanation of this is that

the Edifor -has an implicit faith in everything appearing in’ the
soeial. democratic’' Vérwiirts, while at the -same t?r:: he 1oyaHy

desires 10 place in,as favorable a li,%fﬂ as_poss’ble thE action
of his: colléagues in ‘the Gerfman socdial demdcratic: party’ in

enfering .into - coalition w'th the mosl "rz>clionary Bourgeois

politicians:i; . - ok e
-+ ea Incat recent issue of sthe New' Lewur, 113 redders -were |

provided with 'the. following edifying -piece of information:. >

s
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enabling {he government to discharge, after a 1 ¢
yeats, all. oﬂigals who .proved "fo-beg [ unrelial‘ﬂe gpis: ?lze thx_’::
of . the government. And even -more. A special provision
of _this law dfnyee the.. government -the ri'ght to immediatély
dmmlss, alk: officials. belonging to a parly ‘“against the present
regime”. This' means that the government will not folerate
any opposition, .and .this is the real substance of this law: com.
munisis, ard even .members of. the independent labor party, are
to be completely exchuded from the official apparatus. That the
officials are. thus robbed of their .civic rigﬁP
1o, poverty does. not concern the gavernrent in the - least, It
has other affairs to attend fo. With tender soljcitude it gives
heed to the claims of those ministers .who reap substantial
advantages from ‘this self-same’ law, whieh permi{s one year
of service {o be reckoned as -three for the calculation of {heir
pensions. The military law is another expression of “the
reactionary spirit of the government. This law strengthens
reacho_t])_hm the army :nﬁ! binds it to the present regime. - .

¢ government has new laws in course of preparation
for the Septembe;' session of the Skuptschina. Fog I%;tance,
a law alleged to introduce an agrarian reform, and a law con-
cerning the press. The nature of the ‘“agrarian reform” ma
be well imagined when we recollect the brutal force with whicz
the  government suppressed the rising among the Dalmatian
peasants, who refused to deliver u'p the levies %or the last three
years to the feudal lords. Precige y as the government has pro-
tected the feudal lords on this and other occasions, in the
same manner this ‘reform” will be nothing more nor less than
a protective law for the parasitic caste of large landowners.
The government intends to secure fo the large landowners and
the feudal lords no less than five-sixths the great landed
estates, and Erommes them generous compensation for the
remaming sixth. - Sefme time ago the new minister of culture
grofegfed to the represenfatives of the press against the con-
iscation of a part of the great monastic properties. Landowner-
slu? is therefore to be protected in every form. What will
be left over for the land-starved small halders?

' The Preatest attack on civic rights is that which {he
government is mediating by its projected press law. The text
of this bill was published in the Beigrade newspaper Pravda.
The main points are to the following effect: .

pe s“A::l“dt?] 20. T&ej dislribuﬁ}(:n and sale of all news-
rs and other printed matter which propaga -
ﬁ:ag is prohibiled:p AT (e Tk

1. Lese majesté or libel of the members of the royal
house; 2. libel against the heads of foreign states; 3. libel
against the national assembly (parliament); 4. direct appeals
to"the population to alter ‘the constitution of the state or
the laws of the country by means of force; 5. flagrant
violation of morality.

Article 24. "Not only the distribution and sale of
newspapers and. other printed matter (article 20) can be
prohibited, but in the following cases their further publica-
tion also: 1. When they rouse hate against the state,
against religion, and beiween the various nationalities;
2. when they call indirectly upon the population to resort to
force for the alteration of the constitution of the state
and the laws of the country; 3. when the headlines them-
. selves . constitute such an appeal to the population.”

According to article 25, courts of justice are empowered
fo prohibit the publication of newspapers when this is “to the
interest of the state”. Thus a purely political function is
imposed ufon the cour&_s of justice,. In the same passage we
find the ollowing: “The enactment on the distribution and
sale .of other _gg'm(ed. matter and other things empowers thé
police to prohibit their further ublication, their printing and
reproduction. In no case can the prohibition of a publication
be used as a preventive measure. ‘According {o this the couris
are entitled {o. prohibit the publication of a newspaper on accaunt
of that which may be written. When the offence has actually been
committed. in the press, those. held responsible are: authors,

editors, printers; publichers, and sellers. When an editor has
punished three times, ke may not act as editor of a news-

paper for 5 years. Should he be punished again affer the lapse

‘of 5 years, he is not permitted {o act as editor again. .

Reaction culminates jn article 51 o ich pro. |
itk alifqyéws: 1 ,'ea lfl article 51 of the bill, which pro-
- “Any one spreading ‘hate and contempi inst..in-

* dividual: Ogi& icers and (heg officer  clags .?pm:g:,l?:i;’t‘l?eél
press, anydrie prqpagm_mg:dxsimst_mf schism in the, army, .

" anyohé restraining’ persdns. of. the militazy. %felﬁoﬂ“f{m': e

~Aultiffing their duty, amyone ‘inciting one :cla¢s, of society -
; ","Pu'!is{*anmerr‘-éme ca“‘f'%,l -:"Eﬁf;."iéefxmfsg' 005
| srudigate of the stite institwfions, will be’pig 1
B Dyeirs imprisénment diic Bj-4 fine ot

W e

18 and condemmed
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By means of these laws the radical government forges
new amr heavy chains for the whole working people of Yugo-
slavia, for all oppositional elements, and especially for all sub-
ordinate nations. The reactionary radical government, in com-
bination with the court and the officers’ clique, has never shrunk
from the most brutal measures in order to stifle opposition. This
is best proved by the continual bicody suppressions of sirikes,
of the peasant movements in Daimatia an Croatia, and even
of tte small movemen' in Macedonia. It is easy to imagine the
brutality with which this government will proceed against iis,
politica{ enemics once the above named laws come into force.

The revolutionary prolelariat must be ready for even
more violent attacks, amr. musi exert its uimost -nergy for
the formation of the united front of the whole working class, the
masscs of poor peasaniry, and ail socially and nationally
oppressed working -masses in Yugosiavia. hese masses must
concentrate for the fight for the overthrow of the exisling regime,
and for the creation of a federal Yugoslavian republic in the
form of a federal Balkan republic of workers and peasan(s. The
slogan of a workers’ and peasants’ government muse be widely
spread abroad in town and counlry. The whole future struggie
of (he class conscious proletarial depends on the present organi-
zaton of the fight against the Great Serbian, court-milttary
radical regime.

Raging Reaction in Bulgaria
By B. Lukoff (Sofia).

Reaction and White Terror continue to rage in Bulgaria.
The gbvernmen! which seized power during the last upheaval
has lost all influence among the masses of the population, and
is striving lo maialain itself per medium of Terrorism and
ruthless reaclion. The distrust oi the Pevernment and the
bourgeoisie felt by the working masses, is to be drowned ‘n blood.
Already the government is openly taking steps (o exierminale
its opponents, either by shooting them ‘“ while atiempting to
escape ”, by sending Fascis! punilive expeditions to various towns
and villages, or having recourse to * justice”, which pro-
nounces innumerable death sentences.

The court of justice convened in Plevna to try the
“ robbers ", has already pronounced ils terrorist verdicl. ithout
having the slightest proof of guiit laid before it, this court of
exceptional law condemned four communists, Comrades Kaza-
munsky, Aronoff, Raikoif and Halatscheff, 1o death hanging!
Comrade Halatscheff had aiready been tortured to death in prisou.
In order to conceal this shamc(ul deed, the government enacted
a disgraceful farce, announcing that Halatscheff had “ escaped ",
and was condemned to death in his absence. Comrade Zoukoff,
mayor of the town of Plevaa, and Comyade Gradinarofi, deputy-
mayor of the town, were sentenced fo imprisonment for life;
7 other comrades were condemned fo 12'2 years hard labor,
71 comrades to 3 years hard labor. Besides this, all these
under sentence have to pay a fine of 250,000 leva.

The object of these sentences is obvious: Tle communist
movement is lo be sirangled here where it is strongest, and
Terror is to be employed in dealing with the masses in the
couniry who follow the Communist l’arty.

rl'he governmen! has slill further similar trials in prepa-

ration, and is contriving similar verdicts. On August 24, the

_{rials in Sevlievo began, 40 communists from Gabrovo taving

been charged according to the ** law against robbery . The state
attorney demands ihe death sentence for ten of these comrades,
and many years of hard labor for the others.

And this is not enough. The government, thirsting for
blood and vengeance, makes use of the Oifice for Public Safety
for the purpose of sending out bands of well armed civilians
into the provinces. Some ol these bands, who regard it as their
sole fask to persecule active commuaisis (hroughoui the country,
and to ill-{reat and murder them, commit their despicable crimes
in the guise of Macedonian rebels.

E band of this description appeared in the town of Berko-
vitza, where they lodged at an ‘nn, loafed about the bars during
the day, and Jorced their way, armed, into the communists’ hiomes
at ni (ﬂ, arresling and ill-{realing them. The communists arre-
sted iy this band were brought to the inn to be ‘‘examined ”
by a “‘conmmittee”, and were {lere feltered and toriured to death.
A few of the comrades hunfed by this band succeeded in hiding
themselves. The result of (his was that {he brutes ill-treated
the wives and children of those they sought, in order to force

- them 1o {ell where their husbands and fathers were. They

threatened to kill the hidden comrades’ dependents, threw their
furaiture into the yards and burnt it, and threatened to burn
down their houses if they did not appear before a certain time.

. All this takes place before the eyes of the authorities,
who give the bandits complele licence. ~The ‘adherents of the

T T NN

government rub their hands delightedly and declare that all this
13 the work of Macedonian aufonomists.

These atrocities arouse the indignalion of even those strata
of the population who welcomed the advent of (he new government
with a certain sense of relief, since they expected that this govern-
mant would attempt to do something tewards satisfying the needs
of the majority of the people, plunged in misery and want. The
path of reaction, violence and cruelty, which the government
pursuzs unites the toilmg masses in a common front agains! the
reactici.ary bourgeoisie and ils government.

|

IN SOVIET RUSSIA

NewPrincipi¢s in the Deveclopment of
ithe Armed Forces of the Soviet Union
By K. Mechonoschin (Moscow).

One of the most important {asks of mil'{ary organization
at the present t:me 15 the {raining of thcse * reserves of millions
of working Eensants" of which comrade Trotzky wrole in lus
articles on the fifth anniversary of the Red Army.

These ari'cles shiowed (hat the Red Army, at its present
numerical sirenglh, is vot adapted to wage war. Should war
break out, the armny would be reiuforced by supplementary forces

far exceeding its present slrengih. It is therefore comprehensible
that the fighting capacity oi the army will mainly depend on the
degree of preparalion of the reserves in the country at large.
Comrade Tro'zky sees a way o realizing the desired capacily
by means of a broad application of the princ'ples of the militia
sysiem.

Oul of our armed lorces we must create an organization
involving the least possible expenditure, requiring the least
possible deviation from normal life among the working popula-
tion, and ye{ corresponding to lwo essential conditions: :t must
assure fighting _.pacity al any moment and the normal course
of mililary training among the working masses; and it must
render these capable of defending the Soviel Union by force
of arms. ‘

The militia is a m’litary organization of the population on
the territorial principle, with a small staff of active war specialists
(military organizers), corresponding to the economic organiza-
tion of the country. The military service necessary for such an
army does not take the population from their work. The organiza-
tion of the army in case ol war is based on the previous organiza-
tion, in time of peace, of al' persons fit for active militar(l service,
in the corresponding mili{ary units of {he districts in which they
reside.

All citizens eligible to be members of the Red Army, and
lwhysically fit for military service, are Red Army soldiers be-
onging lo this or that fight'ng unit, members of a uniform mili-
fary organization.

e system of military training required by an army of
this structure consists of the following elements:

a) The preliminary military training of youths before they
are called up for active service;

b) The period of active military service for the troops of the
first order;

¢) Service for the troops of the second order, and

d) Reserve. .

Besides the regular troops of the Red Army, the territorial
divisions must be troops of the first order, and must not be in-
ferior ‘n capacily and readiness to fTight. These divisons will
differ from tEe regular troops in that the latler are all under arms
dur'ng the whole period of military service, while only an in-
considerable part of the territorial divisions undergoes service
with the standing part of the Red Army, the greater part, the
main body, consisting of citizens who onlhcome up periodically
for short terms of one month anaually. These thea follow their
customary occupations during the rest of the year. )

Two poinls must be mentioned. Through the terr’torial
ed Army comprises the whole population; military
service permeates the daily life of the masses! The performance
of military duties alternates with the proluctive activity of th.e
citizens. r{' is therefore imperative that the act'vily of the terri-
torial divisions be made 1o harmonize with the local conditions,
without prejudice to military interests.

The *ntroduclion of the mil'tia system is something un-
doubtedly requiring a considerabte time. All measures in this
direction must be undertaken in such a manner that they do not
detract from the general military capacity of the couniry.

The fransition from the system of {he standing army to th
militia system ‘s directly dependent on the development of the
productivé forces of the country, on the condition of railway

troops the
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transportation and of the {raffic services generally, etc. The
owth of the productive forces will secure the new relations
ween the citizens, and their social and productive discipline.
These relat'ons form—under a militia system—the basis of mili-
m discipiine, the attainment of which, under these conditions,
not require such a long period of military service as it
does today.

The second point is the following: The formation of the
army, under a militia system, cannot by any means be regarded
as a task ‘ncumbenti on the military au.horities alone. It is of
the essence of the militia system that the military lasks are per-
formed in the course of d;e collect.ve the totality of economic
and cultural work, by the united forces of all organizations of the
working population.

'Grﬁarahons for organizing the territorial divisons were
commenced long befére the decree of the Executive Commitlee of
the Union was issued. The formation of the stafi has already
been completed; its A:ersonnel consisis of the best commanders
of the army. Lists have already been drawn up of the citizens
liable {0 service in the territoral troops.

-This bringing of military service ncarer to their homes,
factories and villages, meets with understanding [rom the masses.
Our first enlistnent is about to begin. Iis signif'cance is
enormous. It is the first practical step, and all further steps

depend on its success.

.

[ THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT

Propaganda amon¢ Working and
Peasant Women in the Russian
: Soviet Republics

Since the beginning of 1922 the act_ivit{ of the CP. of Russia
has been making grea 'progress among the masses of working
women. The sections of the Parly commiltecs for work ameng
the women have gained a much firmer footing, and their activity
has become an inseparable part of the total Parly work. In the
apparatus of the Party commitiees for work among women there
are 360 provincial women functionaries occupied, 1505 district
functionaries, and 300 for the localities. Besides this there are
organizers of work among women in a considerable number of
nuclei in the faclories and workshops, not paid by the Party.

_ A special form of ami\ilfv is still the delegate meetings of
warking and peasant women. ‘The activity of these delegate mee-
tings has become more systematic and thorough-going. In the
autumn of 1922 city delegates were re-elected over the whole terri-
fory of the Soviet republics. The general number of delegates,
now as before, amounts to 60,0C0.

In order that the delegates may take part in practical
work within the various spheres of Soviet construction, lge Coaun-
cil of People’s Commissaries has decreed the participation of the
deltﬁates m the section work of the city Soviets, with equal rights
to those of the Soviet niembers. In these sections the female
delegates ga'n a thorough knowledge of the corresponding
branch of the Soviet structure, and take part in the practical acti-
vity of the various institutions. Reporis from 25 provinces show
972 delegates to be working in the sections of the Soviets. Where
there are no sections in the city Soviets, the delegale meeling
itself js divided into such. There are such sections in 16
vinces. In the majority of the proviuces the following sections
have been organized: protection of mothers and children, public
enlfglﬂcmnent, labor protection, and trade union and cooperative
sections. The sections are under the supervision of women com-
rades working in the corresponding organizations. As a result of
inducing working women to take part in Soviet work, many of
them have risen to high itions in various ‘branches of the
apparatus. In the year 1921 there were 15% working women
among the leaders of the provincial sub-departments for the

otection of mfothers and children, and 32%,in the districts, in

‘provinces. In 1923, 15% working women were to be counted
among the leaders of provincial sub-departments in 60 provinces.
These have judiciously ufilized the knowledge of the medical
special’sts, and have gradually developed into organizers and
adrhinistraters.

An increase in the mumber of female members may be
noled in the Soviets. In the year 1921-22 there were 7.2%
wopen among the total number of Soviet members in the cily
Soviefs of the provincial towns. In the year 1022-23 this per-
cerifage rose to 11.3%. In the ommicipal Soviefs of ‘the disirict
towns 7% of the members were women in the year 1921-22. Ac
cording to reperts from 27 provinces, the general average at
the present time is 8.3%; but in ceriain towns the number of

women members in the Soviets is particularly great. In Sarat
the percentage of women in the t:il)l(J Soviet isy«ﬁ in Petrogrg? ﬂ
According to reports from 49 provinces, there are 14,469 working
and peasant women in the c'ty and local Sovieis,

Since 1922 the trade union organs have been carrying on
a systematic campaign among the women members of the trade
union agsociations. A member of the All-Russian Central Council
of the {rade union associations has been given the task of
stimulating aclivity among the women members of the trade
un‘ons. This comrade acts as insiructor for work among women
in the instruction department of the All-Russian Central Council
of Trade Union Associations, and belongs to the lead‘ing col
legium of the Central Women’s Section. In the trade union
councils of the provinces this activity has been placed in the
hands of a responsible organ zing funciienary, connected with the
local women’s section. In the trade union nuclei of the factory
commi.tees and of the local committees, this work is generally
undertaken by orgahizers who are in most cases simultaneously
nucleus organizers of the Russian C.P. The result of this ac-
tivity has been an increase in the number of women belongin
to the adm'nistration of the unions, although the number o
women engaged i production has decreased.
women in the adminisrations of the textile workers’ unions rosé
in the year 1922 to 7.2%, in those of the tailoring industry to
6.4%. In the same manner the participation of women in" the
All-Russian Trade Union Congress rose in the year 1922:
among the textile workers to 12.1%, among the mining workers
fo 3%. At the IV. All-Russian Trade Union Congress 8.3% of
the representatives were women, at the V. Congress this number
had already increased to 9.9%.

Efforts are being made in the sphere of cooperation to in-
duce the part'cipation of working and peasant women in the
cooperat ves. The women’s section- of the Central Committee of
the Russian C.P. has appointed an inStructor commissioued to
maiatain contact with the cooperative organs, and to induce the
masses of workmﬁ‘ women fo take part in cooperative v.ork.
Propaganda wark has been carried on upon a large seale. In
37 provitices 436 working and peasant women have taken up work
in the administrative and manag'ng organs of the consumers’
cooperatives. In 14 provinces 128 women were sent {o take part
in courses of cooperative instruction. According {o reports from
39 provinces, the number of women probationers employed by
cooperative oggans is 287.

Besides performing the above work, the women's section
devotes special attent'on to questions of improving industrial
qualification for women’s wogc, of the liquidation of illiteracy
among the masses of women, and of the improvement of the
living conditions among working women.

__One measure for the improvement of women’s industrial
qualifications is the securing to women of a definite percentage
of places in the technical and other trade union schools. This
measure is also infended to alleviate female unemployment, and
to improve the status of female work in production.

Work towards the abolition of illiteracy is carried on for
the most part among the organized-women—delegates and trade
union members—the women's sect'ons participating. The whole
of the 60,000 delegates whose term of delegation expires in the
year 1923 will have a knowledge of reading and writing.

The im t of the living conditions of working
women is the object of the organized endeavors of the Soviet,
trade union, and cooperative organizat'ons. The work of or-
anizing créches, kindergarten schools, and refectories, much
indered during the time of tragsition to the New Economic
Palicy, now begins to expand again. Communal institutions are
ﬂut to a t extent at the disposal of the women employed in

rge undertakings.

The special lines of activity to be pursued amoug the
women of the Soviet East, where feudal and patriarchal views
stil predominate, have to be accorded particular considerat’on
antong the women of the Tusem people. In March, 1923, the
central section convened a special conference of the functionaries
for the women of the Eastern republics, at which the balance of
the work already accomplished was drawn, and limes for further
work laid down. During the course o{l the past year considerable
successes have been g:ined amongst these most ard masses
of women. Thus, in the year 1922, 112 con, ses and conferences

were held, which were attended by working wonien from the -

Sou:h Eastern territory, about 1500 from the Mountain Republic,
1300 Turkish women from Azerbaidjan, elc. 282 people’s schools
were ed, 28 women’s clubs organized, etc. ;
he publication of periodicals and literature for mmuc!
and sant women has recently been established on a
broader bas’s than before, both in the central section and in the

_pravinees. The Kommuaistka (The Woman Communist) has been

appearing since 1920 as the leading organ of the central section,

The number of y
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In the course of the year 1922 seven numbers were prinied, each
of 91,000 copies. sides this, the publication of a popular
journal, The Peasant Woman was begun, fo meet the needs of
the villages (up to now 12 numbers have appeared- of this, the
total ediiion amounting to 170000 copies). In January .1923,
{he central Women’s gection p'roceedeti to the publication of a
popular newspaper: The Woman Worker, for the masses of
working women in the towns (up to now 4 numbers have been
blished, the edition of each being 15,000 copies). The demand
or popular literature has been so great among the working and
asant women that a large number of periodicals have afpeared
in various provinces. The Siberian women’s section publishes a
paper: The Red Siberian. The Mountain Republic issues a
riodicil The Woman Mine Worker; Azerbaijan The Caucasian
omen Worker; Moscow The Delegate; and the Ukraine, as
hitherto, the paper: Th® Woman Communist. :

As a result of this act'vity carried on by the Party amon
the non-partizan masses, there is an increase in the female
membership of the Russian Commiunist Party. Accord’'ng to the
figures of the All-Russian registration for {he _I_'ear 19 there
is a percenlaﬁe of 7.8 women in the Party. The proportional
numbers of the male and female candidates for membership in
the C.P. of Russia leads one to conclude that the percentage of
women parly members will increase in the immediate future.
There are 100 men to 8 women in the Party, but among the
candidates there are 9 women to 100 men. In the city organiga-
candidates there are 9 wonten to 100 men. In the cily organiza-
tions there are 100 male members to 10 female, but 14 women to
100 men among the candidates. With regnrd to their social s})—
sition, these candidates are working an sant women. e
are therefore justified in draw'ng the conclusion that they have
been won for the Party by the activity of the sections for work
amongs: women.

RED RELIEF

The Russian Proleiarian Relief -
Action for the Political Prisoners
of-the West

By Ehrenfried Wagner (Moscow).

The readiness of the Russian prolefariat for self-sacrifice
knows no limits, The workers and peasants of Soviet Russia
fought and bled in the civil war, and at the front against the
White Guards of international capitalism. The proletariam dic-
tatorship was won at the cost of an enormous sacrifice of blood.
Years of suffering and deprivation were needed to establish the
rule of the working class. But the heroes of the Russian prole-
tariat fought steadfastly and tenaciously to achieve their goal,
and held their own against the enemy at home and abroad.
Though suffering themselves the pangs of hunger, as
early as November 1918 they offered bread t{o their
German brothers. They have always been prepared to share
theéir last with the fighiing comrades in the West. And
today, now that the sacrifices made are beginning {o bear good
fruit, and Russian economic life is recuperating, the Russian
proletariat regards it miore than ever to be its revolulionary
duty to help and support its western comrades.

_ The measure of this readiness to help ou the part of the
Russian workers is shown with admirable clearness m a report
on the act'vity of the *“ International Red Relief ” (I.R.R. ngre
is scarcely a gouvernunent throughout the vast realm of Russia
which does not contribute its share to the relief action in support
of the victims of the class war in the capitalist states. An appeal
made by the L.R.R. sufficed to bring about the mobilization of
all the forces of the workers and peasants of Soviet Russia,
with the object of helping the many comrades languishing .in
prison. It is impossible 1o relate the mapy touching incidents in
connection with this relief action. It must suffice to adduce a

facts and figures to show to comrades outside of Russia that
the proletariat of victorious Russ’a is fully aware of its revolu-,
tionary dutypand is ready to contribute its full quota to the
world " revolution. '

; It is especiallr worthy of remark that the Russian com-
rades from almost all parfs have grasped-the fact that the relief-
< to be brought to our comrades mcarcerated in capitalistprisons
" should .-not, be limited -to: a mere temporary - effort- but
that it must be eatrusted - to a permanent -organjzation
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specially deslined for the-purpose. Most exemplary work has
‘been done in this respect by the comradeés in the Vjatka gouverhe.
ment. They aré carrying on relief action on “a ‘magnificént
scale, and have created a proper organization entrusted: wifh the
‘tagk of faising funds for the support of thé class fighters. “This
\v/}'a;kn relief association already numbers 30,000 members,
‘Wotkers’ ‘and - peasants’ organ‘zafions “joined this assoéiation
immadiately en bloc. The relief associalion does not confire “if-
self {o the mere rollection of monies and contributions, but also
arranges concerts, theatrical evenings, and other festivitiés, the
net proceeds of which flow into the funds of the LR.R.” Aj‘ the /
beginning of March, this Vjatka section of the L.R.R. annoiinced |
its readiness {o make the comrades imprisoned in the prisofis”of *
Bavarian counter-revelutic:i, as well as the political prisohers in
Lithuania, the object of its special care. The V*&tka workers’ are
willing “to-rem't 1500 gold toubles monthly lor " the -comrfades
incarcerated in these prisons, and their relations.: ‘As a toucting
evidence of the readiness to help it may be mentioned that the
pupils in the children’s homes have given 3,000 tobacco pouches |
sewn by the ‘children themselves, and that a "handsome’ bBanser
has been contributed for the prisoners by working women. Many
roups of workers have worked on Sundays and holidays, and
orwarded the wages derived therefrom to tfle L.R.R. i
Equally willini hands are at work in other parts of the -
Russian republic. Thus the workers and peasants of the Tomsk
gouvernement have underiaken to care for the prisoners in ‘one
of the greatest prisons of Italy. For this purpose they contribute
500 gold roubles monthly to the LR.R. The comrades of -the
Kieff gouvernement, again, are ready to provide for the'prisoners
of the Lemberg (Poland) gaol. Throughout the whole summier
they have arranged horse races, sporting festivals, concerts, etc.,
for_ the benefit of the L.LR.R. -The Ekaterinenburﬁ comrades’ are
ready to help the class fighters imprisoned in the Siba gaol in
Warsaw. In the Carparthians (Caucasus) all communists “have
undertaken to contribute 2% of their earnings to the I.R:R. The
workers of a Siberian coal mine have given 500 puds of coal "
(1 pud =20 kgs) to the relations of political prisoners;. .the
worﬁers of a soda factory have given 1,000 puds of soda; “In’the
Tver gouvernement a lot(er{.has been arranged for the benefit
of the political prisoners.” In fact it is often very touching to
see-all that is done to prove readiness to help. All this i8 in ad-
dition to the many letters, frequently from' the remotest distiicts,
received by the, Moscow central committee of the L.R.R., in’ which
the peasants state what they have in the way of flour, eggs, Tood,
clothing, etc., for the wives and children of the political prisoneérs.
%he following figures give a general idea'of the activity
displayed by the Russian proletariat in this relief action; these '
are the sume received by the central committes of the LR.R.
during the first half of the month of July, 1923: g ok

From the gouvernement of Ekaterinenburg 1267.50 gold roubles
¥ Viatka 1200 c
5 Siberia
= , Tver
i Petrograd X
” w , Yekorovsk 138.39
0 " " . Tomsk 1249.—
Officials of the state pelice (C.B.U.) Moscow 478.26
Moscow emigranis

2 gol!d roubles — about 1 dollar. i

All these figures are eloquent. Clearly and distinctly the-
Russian comrades call forth into the dungeons of the bour-
eoisie: ““ Do not despair, comrades, Soviet Russia remains a
irm rock in the midst of the wild eddy of international reac:
tion!” The Russian people are open-handed and - geperous
wherever there are tears to dry and wounds to heal. ‘Nobody
knows better than the Russian proletariat what it means to go {0:
prison for the sake of convictions. AL
In refailing {0 our comrades in Western . Europe - the:
the enormous help being rendered, it is by no means our.object
to . awaken the idea that now everything is all right,that-the
reat Russian :brother will provide for everything., Nol: ~The:
ussian comrades -are not givng. from their supérfluity,” but:arg
depriving. themselves of necessifies in order. to_be able;to .con:
tribute -their helping .pence.. These figures should rather have.
the-effect of stimulating the western. comrades to’add their ‘mil¢
for the aid of the imprisoned. And still further. ; The ,lea}rl
roletarat is willing to help, with money, is willing.to gives stil
arger sums. - But fey ask one thing.of their: comsades: in:the
‘West; To -do their-utinost, to Jeave no stone unturned;.{o $h
‘open: -the gates' of the -prisons and -restore to -libert ,_ib:_lim't
E}Qalle?' };rohmrixns; ‘ar this -will. be the real: kiternationa
Relieft. . . e B o
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