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‘POLITICS

The Political Siiuafion in Germany
y By Wilhelm Bartz (Berlin).

" The German situation, which is developing with
exceeding rapidity, has undergone further changes
since the following article was written. A further
arffcle by Comrade Bartz which appears in this issue
gives the latest particulars of the crisis in (}ergnany.

... 1 am per{edlr aware that I and my ministers
are embarking on a vessel which is in immediate danger of
being engulfed by the waves. But so long as the vessel keeps
afloat the cabinet w'll do its utmost to maintain order and
unity in the country.”
(Stresemann at his interview with the trade union
representatives.)

The Bankruptcy of the Ruhr Struggle,

' Work is being carried on under high pressure in the
ministries in the Wilhelmstrasse. One conference follows the
other. Party leaders, and industrial’sts, representatives of the

ovincial g:vemments and deputies from the Ruhr and the

hine, ' trade union and press representatives—all these are
iiegotiating with the ment, or have already negotiated
with it, with the object of creating. a basis capable of bearing the
strain of the capitulation in the Ruhr struggle declared to be
@inavo'dable by the government. And if we are to -believe ‘the
réports of the press, the government has act}u!ly succeeded -in
persuading: the above-mentioned circles of Jthe - neeessity -of
immediate capitulation. Stresemann himself. appears,- however, 4o
be somewhat pessimistic as to the success of his endeavors. Or

)es the passage uotedubove‘):-dnmg ¢ witniess to the contrary.?
the head oea(:h,ﬂmepat' mentary routine permits him to

form a fair judgment of the negotiations and the'r success, is
by no means enthusiastic; he is merely prepared to cling to the
leaky vessel so long as it keeps afloat. And then’ Well then:
after us the deluge.
What has %emme of all the eloquent phrases uitered by
Stresemann’s predecessor, by Stresemann himself, and by his
adjutant Sollmann? We shall hold out, cried Cuno, and the
German press echoed in chorus: so long as there is a single
French bayomet in the Ruhr area, so long shall we refuse to
enter mto negotiations! These heroes almost called forth our
respecl. But step by step even the Cuno government edged away
from this principle, until finally the evacuation of the Ruhr
valley was designated as the amm of the negotiations. But
France did not let go her hald. And when Cuno was sw
away by the will of the workingc&)eoplc. the question of the
evacuation of the Ruhr district hardly remained on the agenda.
Negotiations at any price, cried the Vorwdrts, the central
organ of the “united”’ social democratc rtz; the Ruhr adven-
ture must be liquidated! Germany is breaking down beneath
the heavy loads imposed by the Ruhr occupation! But even at
this point the pretence was kept up, the hope of at least saving
German ‘“‘honor” was not abandoned. The undertakimg was given
that passive resistance would beFiven up if France would promise
that the bamished inhabitants of the Ruhr area could return to
their homes, the condemmed set at liberty, and the officials
deprived of their positions reinstated. But even this last hope
of the ever-hopeful coalition government has been destroyed.
Without even a guarantee of being able to carry on successful
negotiations with France, the Stresemann-Hilferdng government
is now compelled to strike its colors to France. It is preparing
to agree to the most humiliating capitulation. o
The Stresemaan-Hilferding %onmment seeks to justify,
its capitulation policy in the main by arguing that to continue
ive resistance would be an irresponsible action, involv
Bt 1n 3 Gt o S Pt o
& put on a sound basis until t uhr struggle is K
&nﬁ:ﬂn vernmmt,mdwiththeeewor&mihebgn
that submiss’on to France’s dictates would bring about an ime
provement in the financial situation of the country. As little
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- as German finamces gave scope for eotimism before the Ruhr
ation, so little will the liquidation of the struggle be able
- to retard the rapid collapse of the mark. It is, however, true
i that rarely has a government of any country decided on such
action with an equal degree of irresponsibility. A « rison
s ha »ossible with the criminal government in office at
the time of the declaration of war. This govermment, with its
famous munister of finance Helfferich, whose name is moreover
most closely bound wp with Hilferding's financial reiorm, rushed
as blindly ‘into crime as the Cuno government. Both govern-
ments based their pohcy on the great principle of statesmanship
which maintains, that the vanqushed has to pay for everything.
Both, instead of thinking in midst of the acton itself about
the means of raising the money o pay for it, went on pouring
out all the funds they could scrape together, on the first occasion
the war loans, mow the banknote press. Thus biuhons and
bilkons have been sunk in the Ruhr area daily. While the workers
have been carrying on a berowc struggle, and are today sull
willing to contmue 1t, while the rs and officials of the
Ruhr area have been enduring want and prnivation, and every
description of ﬂlysmal and mental suffering, comscious that the
struggle for the Ruhr area is at the same time the struggle
for the existence of proletarian Germany, the industrialists have
been making good use of the billions placed at their disposal, and
have :-nrwrwd themselves 1n an unheard of manner! The
defensi e struggle ceased to exist for them in actual ctice, as
soon as the billions rolled in upon them. Long bef%:‘ Strese-
maw legan the ca?uumm negohations, \he industnalists had
alrvady  capitulated.  or only cared for the struggle to be
conlinuee because the Gierman government might coatinve to
secore tor them their enormous profits.
_ lhus nothing has been dome up to mow 0 honance this
’;‘u‘nk struggle, and towards coveri the wmmense sums
1 rown into the lap of the big industrialists. Only the banknote
press has been kept runn ng, running in every part of Gernmany,
% throwing shoals of worthless paper wito the coumtry, and having
| no other effect than to accelerate the sinking of the mark, to raise
the prices of goods to giddy heights, and to worsen socal condi-
tioms in a catastrophic manner. In the face of these facts, how
can 1t be maintained even for a moment that the ligihfm
of the Ruhr struggle could result in a betierment of cur finances?
Now everything which has been squandered for monmths with
criminal dnvolity will have to be paxd for! And not omly this.
France will also present her bi)l of costs. And besides this, the
regular reparalon payments will have to be made. So that
" Germany's financial positon will be much worse today, after
- the occupation of the Rubr struggle, than it was before the Ruhr

o oY

i e S e

ocempation. Al Hilferding's finandal pelitical ckery canmot
3 alter this fact, the less so, that a not inconsiderable sum of

1},‘ Reichsbank gold has been thrown awuay in “support” of

(e | the mark.

l‘ Security Measures of the Goverument. - Noske in Berlin. —

i ‘ A State of Sicge declared® . The “ Rok Fabme ™ prohibited.
4 This hopeless situanon 13 of course 1zed by the

for i the consultathons wath the various cir of

: merests are at stake? It mas( capitulate, because it is simply
'8 wawiling and upable to organize resistance at the expemse of
the capitalists. Of two evils 1t chooses the lesser: it gives notice

that the socalied Rhine Ruhr reliet is to be reduced, and threatems

b4 the cessation of the fimancal s t of the struggle. Lt need not
i be sad that the carrymg out oi this threai would destroy the
! : bast trace of imterest on the part of heavy mdustry jor the
. | contimuation o the defensive.
é ! mlsnmnhmduu;:tth:mgmbrh";
{ t-heartedly agreed to putting am fo the strugy force
}. And the trade umion s

representatives, the
s ferritory —the ution having beem taken
counti these cither the comwmumist or the oppositromal

submitting to the requirements of the “ higher policy of state
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Everything could therefore proceed as desired. Why then
mmmumdmwb
with ight, looking out for Jifedelis the
vessel? dtmndmm‘nh;'gﬂﬁﬂn
t:tlp‘WMian!ch‘)yto .he ﬂmph straim
mghty assumption , the pampous

the cflect that “ any at a putsch ®—suck at
hﬂnmmmrr‘n@in‘hbemh“

foree at the disposal of the state re we not remi
ys of the Kapp pwtsch, when Noske solemnly assured
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the workers that the mrilitia was being more and more adapted
to the needs of the republic? Against whom is this governmen
threat intended? Perhaps against the reaction from the Righ
standing ready m marching order in ‘Bavaria, ‘Pommerania,
Westphalia, and Hannover?

The facts tell a very different story.
rumours abroad that the head president of the province of
Hanover, Herr Gustave Noske, ﬁna been calied to Berlin to
consult with the government. With reference to this report the
Lokalenxeiger speaks of the ‘‘ establishment of a dictatorship”
Noske —dictatorship, what more can the workers require at this
uncture! Qther rumours say that every preparation.has alread

made for declaring a state of siege. And we ask once m{
agaipst whom are these measures directed?

The reply to this it not difficuit to find, for we know
against whom Jvis gavernment has directed its forceful measures
up to now. One of the first acts of the social democratic minister
for home affairs, Herr Solhnann, was the prohibition of the
Rote Fahne and all its supplements. At the time when the

oe’of connections between the militia and illegal reactionary
, pointed out that “ whea stores of arms belonging
the mlmd,udﬁnmt&rhnbu-pm?nlo
e hands of the police and criminal law, thea we see again and
figain that the prosecution dribbles ily away, g:)mdin s
Bre stopped, those arrested are sed-—and I{I ause the
' sed are able to maintain that they have been acting in
ent with the t of the country”. Such severe

Firstly, there are

lculated to divert attention. Hence the sensationally got up
of the discovery of alleged stores of communist weapons,
the agitation against Soviet Russia, which had just
Bucceeded in greatly winning the sympathies of the workers
Buring this period of Ruhr liquidation.

It is in this manner that German social democracy con-
finues to work even 'n the hour of the greatest danger, and seeks
‘: the united front of the proletariat at the last moment.
‘ d of calling u the working people to join in the common
) r r battle against the Ruhr crime, against reaction in Germany, it
thﬂr people swept away the Cuno government with ther a partner in gult with those caucing the impending
general sirike, Herr Solimann was chosen to secure peace and events, and does not even shrink from openly supporting reaction.
quiet for the coalition government Ry ridding 1t of the unwelcome =
critic whase obvious truth was endangering the existence of the
new government. So also as at present. Stresemann’s capitie
lation cannot bear the light of the criticism exercised by the H
it threatens to desiro gtmmann‘s plans, threatens to disclose
the real facts im all their nakedness to the working people, and
thereby involves the danger of depriving the government at
the last moment of the “ success” of its parliamentary bargain ;
driving. Thus the Rofe Fahme has to be prohibited again, and ;
this tume for a fortmight!

Now there is no mere hide and seek. no more deception

‘.h Germany. The state of affairs is such thal the reaclionary
,mlnizalions are burning to eslablish their rule. The German
i ional party leader Hergt, has already spoken of readiness to
deriake the government, and the pan-German Herr Waulle
already dreaming of occupying the post of President of Police
Berlin. From Bavaria we hear of lhe leader of the “ Reichs-
‘,ﬂl&xe”——onc of the iunumerable While organizations -declaring
MWith Ludendorff's approval, that the ‘ natioual revolution” is
desired, and g;all ev«i,ryylhing is in rcgdmc:s lo ‘“ solve the German
roment’ uestion in Beérlin the aid ol Bavarian Tists™.  The Strese-
theAgthnm m.u.'d" _fgunn-‘"i“erding governmant has made all preparations for the

against the comnmnists, or why shou there be members of fhie ~,liood{ sup{l)re:%s)mn of any nising on the partsol the proletariat,
“United " social dcmo'crary in the government? The mouthy and it will find ready aid from all reaclionary elements n
of the critics in their own party have to be stopped as well this work, .

The prime minister of Saxony, Zeigner, a [lrt{ colleague _‘ What are the working class to do? Despite the machi-
Solimann, Hilferding, and Schmidt, had the temerily to brng bis mations of the social democratic beaders, the workers must close
struggle against the militia minister Gessler before the Berhin ranks to form a mghty defensive phalaax agamst which
district party conference. Almost the entire conference sides with | opslauE)hti of reaction will rush in vain. The Communist
him, considers his camplaints justified, calls upon him to continue arty of rmany has won the sympathies of the workers
his struggle with redoubled emergy, and passes a resolution to ,_ﬁver{whert; it will speedily find an opportuaity of showing
this effect by an mg majority. And what happens?, itself worthy of the confidence placed in it.

overwhelmmyg
The editors of the Vorwarts mmpl{ desert fheir party comrade
Zeigner, and not only fail to hm ngamsﬁut;ve nﬂadt‘:r;::
e e P i Cose Whg write hat  fhe party. commitice Fascisis and Communisis
in Germany
By R. Alberi (Paris).
“Hooked cross and Soviel Star hit it off well together

Zeigner Gessler — an Interlude.

The suppressive measures adopted
thus directed against the working

has decided to the Prime Mimister of Saxany, Dr. Zeigoner
(it would appear that he is no longer even worthy of the prole-
tarian title of comrade), immediately to submit te the

committee the material which he bases the assertions made

at the Berlin district party conference with regard fo corruption § nt Reventlow and Karl Radek wunderstand each other
m ng party circles in Berim.” Such are the S'rmiﬂc f;n:a- tifully. Moscow corruption and the Adventurers of Ger-
sures with which the Verwdrts and the party (:;‘d" hen ‘hCYQ n Reaction have concluded a shameful alhance against
they can prevent the dissolution of the party, b acy. Tartaric Bolshevism, transformed into German

tremendous efiect made by Zeigner’'s woids om the social demo-
cratic workers in Berlin and lar beyond Berfin.
The Agitation against Soviet Russia.
itation which bas deen renewed of late against

gita
Soviet Russia belongs to the same cakgyo! ital
official and secial dgncnﬁc measures. the gy following

nationalism, is whetting its dagger in order fo deal .a thrust
at the innocent Republics of Leon Blum and Fbert, of General
outte and Comrade Noske.” This is what one constantly

in the Vorwirts and in the Popalaire.
The German social democrais, equally with the socialists
ot France would gladly res! on their laurels of Versailles. The
care of the German social democracy is that of savin

- nm?i" fiouzrs.e by the ar;vdum . :e'”:'mnéfli italism, which is so seriously threatenied in its country, whi
P cort the :;-mﬁ. of “mm Two “ stores French socialisis think of nothing else but the bloc of the

réport om ]
of arms ” had been unearthed, the communists of course suspected

of having collected the and even suspicion thrown upon
the Saviet Republic of having 2 hand i the game. The Weismand

have again bees at fanlt. The represemtatives of Soviet
m- declare defimitely that no one employed 7 the

government had to do with the arms foumd. In
nﬁnhoﬂ&ecﬁ%m . .

i and of the approaching elections. The German communists,
pn_the other hand, are concerned with the famine conditions,
With the Fascisl counter-revolution and with Entente Imperialism.
Every day they hear the cry of misery of the famished millions.
Every d.g poor people are being shot down by the security
police. Lvery day the oprteuion increases. Thousands of
orkers are under arresl. It is under these circumstances that
German communists aré creating the Party of revolution and

mafiom: Either it must also take up an attitude towards Fascism. Our tactics
agitation being a h regard to Faéa';ln bave already got successes to record.
:hrm ctt..l“ was but six months ago that, here aad there, Fascism was

ves here, Renetra the ranks of working class. The Ruhr occupa-

and resulting wave of amationalism gave it a powerful

furfber that it is Kip. Today it is true that Fascism not yet been vanquished
for the purpose it its progress has been arrested. Tod{; it is noqlonga:

The fact hat the itional socialist anti-Semetic demagogy which is making pro-
betfore 2 ess among the working class, but the reverse: our revolu-

Quary propaganda is making beadway among the proletarianized
iddle classes. WNIeOermnFn’dsuu‘dindiazlntom

L .;{‘1;?’,‘@‘?";_':’:_}-?7 T W £
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tions as these can only be combatted by a manceuvre _
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camps: i. e, the Pan-Germaa and the Separatist, th i |
ge &ro!etarial under the leadership of p!‘he Ct‘)'nm:miu::u;gl’g

. nTr;n ?mbcg;g accomplished dl:a. continualy i
ra AT is gaining a ided ascendan
' 2 g cy over the

1t is characteristic that the Anniversary of the baitle of
Sedan (September 2) was a complete falure for Fascism. It is
equally characteristic that, after several discussions with com-
munists speakers, the National Socialist Labor Party, in its
organ the Volkische Beobachter, on August 14 formally forbade
the party members to hold discussions with the communists.
The public debates which Comrade Remmele had with the Fasast
speakers in Stuttgart on August 2 and 10 have, just like the
articles of Radek, gone the rounds of the whole of reactionary
German arming for the civil war

1f one reads through the little pamphlet in which are
assembled the anti-Fascist speeches of F:vmrndc Remmele, oae
sees that it i1s only through stuprdity or by wilful distortion
&at national Bolshevisin can be imputed to the Communist
Party of Germany Remmele said to the Fascists:  You combat
the Iewish capitalsits.  That is right. But you wust also fight
against Stinnes, Krupp and Thyssen. And thus Remmele com-
led his anti-Semetic audience 1o acknowledge the class struggle,
e further said 10 them: You hght agmnst (he workers

because 1t is to the mterest of the great capitalists to hound on
the muddle classes against the proletariat.  And he compelled
his reactionary hearers to espouse the uniled froni of all the
exploited.  You are patriots, exclauned the speaker (o them,
and he showed them how the German heavy industry is linked
up with French capitalism, (0 whom 1t makes over its maau-
facturing secrets as in the case of the Baden Aailine finciory.
Remmele demanded of the Fasaists:  Who of wou will give
his life for CGerman capitalism? And he received the answer
“No one!” With regard to foreign politics, Remmele pointed
out: 5larv1n(g Crermany can only be free when it has shat:n off
the yoke of German capitalism.  The Versailles Treaty will
only be set aside when there 15 no longer a capitahist Giermany.
A people have already shown us how it has f(reed itseli, 1. e.
the people of Soviet Russia.  The natonai unity of Cermany
has no other support than the internatronal labor movement

The commumist speaker told the Wilrtemberg Fascists of
André Marty and of the proletariat of France which will bring
forward thousands of Martys in the event of the French armies
b('m% sent against the Cierman revolution. In their discussions with
the Fascists, the German communists have not made the least
concession. One can read the speeches of Remmele and (here will
also not be found the least concession nor the least concealment.
In order to conduct their lving propaganda, the social democrats
of Qermany and France have had to distort the words and
falsify the facts. They are compelled to preserve silence over
the fact that the German communists throughout the whole of
Germauy are organizing armed resitance agamst Fascism. The
Fascist movement grows out of the mmpoverishment of the middle
classes, and out of the revulsion of the masses from pacifism and
reformn sociahism.  Fascism 1s i a posifion (0 summon agawst
the proletariat, millions of desperate people who hate socialism
becauseé they have been deceived by the refornusts.  ln Ger-
many, Fasasm is the last reserve of Capilalism. 1f it should
succeed in bringing ten million men from the middle classes
on the side of heavy industry, of the police and of the Reichswehr,
it would constitute a fearfully reactionary power

But the Oerman communists have got their giip on
Fascism and have attacked 1t in its mast vuinerable spots: ils
absurd ideology, the conscious double-tongued policy of its
leaders, its anti-democratic tendenc'es. The Ruhr occupation
produced a mighty wave of nationalism in Germany. The Com-
munists have succeeded in arresting this movement, and parhally,
even 1o comvert it into a revolutionary factor. Inslead of Hider
and Ludendorfl dragging the workers inlo a war of revenge,
the communists have neutralized a considerable portion of the
middie clnsses in the interests of revolutionary internalionalisi,
which alone can bring peace to the peoples.

Where otherwise Hindenburg would have been
and acclaimed, -there now resound the cheers and
for Marty.

lauded
plaudils
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The New Filume Crisis
By R A

Mussolini’s foreign policy is drifting towards a Balikar
war. Italy’s strife with Greece found its complement during
the last few dazs in Mussolini’s conflict with Yugoslavia. The
disagreement which has arisen concerns, at the present juncfure,
the possession of the port of Fiume. But behind this thcre is the

¥ a0 ‘;‘,_ﬂ.l"-‘.'i’“* '_‘;.‘vt'" P Ny N :;,»ﬁ:‘m-\y';\:rmum W TR o



i

© e P oo’ N i st NG B

‘determination of Malian impe:ialiem fo rule alone ou the coasts
(¢ {he Adriafic, and thus ‘o cut Yugoslavia off from the sea again.

- The strife between ltaly and Yugolavia for the possession
oi Fiume first led to the Ragolla treaty, signed on November 12,
1920. The treaty laid~down that the hotly contcsted Fiume should
belong to neither Italy nor Yugoslavia, but should become a
semall independent state. In this f{reaty both staies underiake to

recognize the complete freedom and independ-nce of Fiume “for _

ever''! The exact frontiers of the ncufral ¢ aie of Fiume, as
well as its economic and financial relations, were {o be settled
by a mixed commission. The commission was to be composed
ol represenlatives from Ifaly and from Yugcslavia. In the case of
differences of opinion the president of the Swiss republic was to
act as arbitrator.

The Rapollo {reaty did not, however, in any way clarify
¢ Fiume aflair. Violent disputes at onece arose about the
frontiers of Fiume. The quesiion arose as to whether the eastern
suburb of Fiume, Suschak, and also the adjacent harbour of
Baro, were to belong to I'iume or to Yugoslavia. And again,
éie economic and financial question remaincd umsettled, despite
years of negotiations. Besides all this, the [falian Fascisti
sabotaged any real activity on the part of the Fiume free state
government, in order to demonstrate the uecessity of lLalian
tntervention in the town.

During the period immediately following his coup d'état,
Mussolini adopted an exceedingly conciliatory aftilude {owards
Yugoslavia.  On February 22. of this year he concluded fhe
Areaty of Sanla Margheiita with Yugoslavia. . In this treaty Ialy
undertook 1o evacyale Suschak, and this place was given over to
fhe Yugoslavs on March 3. Further, a new commission was
formed for #e fina! setilement of the other questions relating to
ihe free staie of Fiume The ordination contained in the Rapallo
trealy, according to which the president of the Swiss republic
should act as arbitrator in cases of differences of opinion between
the Italian and Yugoslavian members of the commission, was
revived again. Recently, however, Mussolini's tone towards the
Yugoslavian  government has greafly altered. The Italian
proposals on the fufure of Fiume were actually tantamount to

the aunexation of this town by Maly. When the Belgrade
%r‘vc;nmcnt naturally expressed its disagreement with this,
Mussolini presented it with an ultimatum to the effect that he

would solve the Fiume question entirely on his own account if
e comnission should have arrived at no agreement by
.September 15. Mussolini’s ultimatum is a direct breach of the
agreements of 1920 and 1023, lLoth of which provided for
differences of opinion being referred to the president of the Swiss
republic. Mussolini completely ignored these agreements, and—
as 5 alrcady well known—set up an Italian military government
in Fiume alfer the expiration of his ulfimatum.

Yugoslavia possesses a powerful army, and is supported
politically by the Litile Enfente. Mussolini will therefore not be
able 1o dispose of his Yugoslavian opponent so easily as he did the
Gireeks.  The Yugoslavian bourgeoisie will not ‘surrender the
imporfant port of liume and is -well aware that Italian
imperialism will become more and more avaricious if it sces ifs
adversary retreating The Yugoslavian government is, however,
in no very beiligerént mood, having difficulties enough at home.
The ruling bourgeois clique of Yugoslavia is only maintaining
a precarmus exislence by means of brufal suppression of the
working class, and by persecufing {he opponents of centralism
in Cromtia, Slovenia. etc. The Yugoslavian government would.
iierefore, rather avoid the hazards o1 war at the moment. To
this must be added the likelitood of Ifaly, in a passage of arms
with Yugoslavia, finding allies m the Byulgaria of Zankoff and
the Mumgary of Horthy.

But the situation possesses its own logic.
lalian Fasosm drives Mussolini upon the
forcign poiicy, and there is a limit beyond which even the
ruling Yugoslavian bourgeoisie cannot reireat, Meanwhile the
froutiers of Yugoslavia are threatened by Bulgarian-Macedonian
bamds.  The Zankoff government, mainfaining its position with
ever increasing difficully against the rising indignation of the
Buigarian workers and peasants, seems to be inclined to deal
with the danger of revolution in the best Mussolini style, by
means of uational advemures. It is clear fhat a new Balkan

The cris’'s in
ath of a violent

war—apart from its effects in ether paris of. Europe—-wouli

aggravate the class war to the utmosf in all the countr

cancermed, and would offer far reaching revolufionary ,possi-
Liliies. The reactionary govermments, of South an gomh
“Eagiern Lurope, who believe fhat they can lay the ‘ghost of
revoldtion by war, will encounter it most surely along this path.

‘years followirig,

‘A very tidy sum when

The French Reparafions Profiteers
and the Deception praciised on the
War Victims of North France

By Robert Chenevier (Paris).

The unwearying criticism directed by the C.P. of
France against {he reparation: policy pursued by Poin-
caré and the Comité des Forges is compalling -even
non-communist circ.es in France {o devote ser ous atten.
ticn 1o these problems.  Thus, the Paris'an iodical
Le Progrés Civique, which is solid for the Left bloc,

ublished in its issue of - ember 15.an arficle by
obert Chenevier, entilled: “The war sufferers should
kiow how their interests are being sacrificed by. th-
grea\ reparation profiteers.?- We pr'nt the statemen.s
of Chenevier below, which jorm a striking confirmation
of what the communists on both siles of Rhine have
hitherio maintained with regard to the reparation
frauds, Ed.

When the gentlem~= of {he Comité des Forges are told that
they are the real origina.ors of thz treaty of Versailles, and that
this treaty ‘s being executed under {heir Supervision, they protest
with great indignation, The;o'uy: “Bift we aré¢ not the' govern-
ment; there is a minister for foréign affairs and a prime minister.
And if the government acts wrongly, we are not {o blame”  We
w.sh to oppose two points to ‘this agsertion. 1. The econdimic
provisions of the Versa'lles Treaty, especially the paragraphs re-
ferrmﬁ 10 reparations, ‘are being utilizéd by ¢ertain magnates of
French industry to their extreme limits, to a degree utferly
scandalous and insolent; 2 these same industrialists have done
everything in-their fower {o prevent others, i. e. the war sufferers,
from hreceiv ng the reparations to which they believed they had
a right. ' N

Let us first consider the deliveries of coal as required by
the Versailles Trealy. Germany had desiroyed our-coliieries in
the Norith by force; justice demanded that ske made good -this
loss. The first thing which should have been done was 10 as-
certain the extent of the dama So and so many collieries ‘are
to be put in order again, such and such a number of mach'nes
are to be repurchased, the total. amounts to so much. The Fremch
state has advanced sums for repairing these damages, and it
cannet be denied that the industrialists participating have re-
ceived very generous treatmient. To.-take one example only: The
Anzin Co., which possessed a capital of 12 mllions, has received
343 as compensation. i i

But there is st'll another . description of reparations.
Germany has to pay compensation for the reduced output of coal
caused by the destruction of the French mines. In 1913, these col-
lieries produced twenty seven million fons, in 1920, eleven million.
Germany would thus have had to deliver 16 milfon tons.of coal
in this year,.and the compulsory deliveries wou!d have diminighed
in_proportion. fo the restoration of the French miines. But the Ver-
sailles peace does not concern itself with such principles of jusfice;
the influence determining. the articles of the treaty referrigg to
deliveries of coal is that of the French coal barons, Here it is
not a ?uestinn of Teparation, but of lodt. : 0 1T .3 :

fis true that Oerm‘y has not delivered everything wi'ch
the treaty demands.  But ‘sfill Germany delivered 14 milfion 1ons
of ceal to France in 1920. In 1921:" 11 million, and in 1922:
12 million. If the coal oufput of the Saar district be added {o
this, we find the to‘al amount of coal to exceed 20 million tons
annually, much more than the différence Letween the French ‘coal
oufput for the year 1913 and the post-war output. The German
coal deliver'es have nct only covered this difference; but have also
satisfied the latest requirements of the Comité des Forges, and
have moreover, caused such an accumulation of coal that in 1921
the French hu'vy industrialists did not know what to do with the
whole of the Saar coal; and 3% n.illion fons of this were ex-
porfed in that year. Heavy indusiry has thus reaped immense
profits from the Versailles Treaty. ,

And not only heavy industry. The chem’cal industry has
been treated with equal generosity. One can hardly speak of re-
paration with reference {o the chémical industy of France, as this
mdusiry scarcely ﬁshd in 1914. ‘What chentical factories Have
been desroyed? To what extent have the chemical industrial
interests been injured? But ‘the
French chemical industry
duction of German

ce {reaty enacts that th
is o rece ve 50% of the chemical pro-
in ‘the year 1919, and 25% 'in each of the
to’the 31. December 1922 the value of the
iny amounted -to. 12 million gold marks.
redisced to paper francs, ¢

peace” treafy, which so zealously profects the

dyes délivered by

Thig same

interests of the great hqde‘mk%q gives Tittle heed fo the suf-
‘ferefd in poorer circustances, [

peace trexty containg ‘ﬁdy
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~ Epraaties bem»dovn;, and who?cthﬁ:lda were devi;t:d;
linst i 3 ll:rd: ut even i peace treaty

na concern itself much with this class of sufferers, the govern-
p1 for them. Think of the Wiesbaden agreement,
and the Gillet-Rupel contract! These two agreements were
intended to bring about direct deliveries of materials from
QGermany, But the big industrialists have taken great care that
these agreements b ht nothing to the medium and small suf-
ferers, for the actual execution of such contracts would have
enfailed comipetition against the national industr{;, and would
have somewhat curtailed the privileges of those who regard the
devastated disiricts as a “‘colony”—this term has actually been
used. This danger had to be removed.
: When the question arose of lowering the duty {o be paid
on the German rrodudiona to be supplied to the war sufferers,
then the ‘“‘consulting committee for trade and industry” fought
violently against any such reduction. And who is the head of this
committee? Mr. R Pinot, the general secretary of the Comité
des Forges! The Journee Industrielle, the organ of biﬁnindustry,
also combatted the idea of payments in kind with utmost
encrgy, the deliveries of goal and coke of course ex . The
result is as follows. In accordance with the Versailles Treaty,
France in 1922 could have made requisitions in Germany to the
yalue of 600 million francs. As -an actual fact France, in this
year, only received goods and materials to the value of 209
million, although Germany was perfectly ready to execute the
orders to the exlent agreed upon. .
. But there are even -better things to come. The Gillet-
Rupel contract afforded the war sufferers the possibility of

. a word rding the peasants in the North and East of France,

ing pa ts in kind m a highly convenient business form.
advanta of this contract were originally intended only
to'lpply to France, Later on the agreement was extended to

Belgium, Roumania, and Portugal. Up to the 31. March 1922
fhese four countries remitted orders to the fol'owing values on
the basis of the contract:

- France 604 orders, value . .

. . 6815000 gold marks
Belgium 161 orders, value . . .

7,785,000 ,, 5
Portugal 28 orders, value . . 21,600,000 ,, "
Roumania 40. orders, value . 28,640,000 ,, -

‘ Of these four countries, France will be seen to have placed
orders for the least amounts, although she was the originator
of the Gillet-Rupel agreement.
1 -1t is as well to Pemember that the le who clamour
foudest as to the necessity for reparations are the same who are
doing their utmost to prevent the Germang from really paying
reparations. The payments in kind, which would have been so
useful for the restoration of our ruins, have been sabotaged at
the instigation -of our big industry. The interests of the{whole
commun ty? ~ This is: nothing to the bi&/ industriabists. Their
slogan is: self first, second and third. Why should these gent-
lemen make a secret of it? They have  the force, the might
and the -money. - The sufferers may. content themselves with
the justice of their cause, and with-—sympathy.

The Famine Hells of ihe French
Military Prisons
. By André Marty (Paris).

It is noon, the bell rings, and the silent lhron% of pri-
soners- efiters the gbr%‘t réfectory. Each carries in his hand
the piece of black bread S’ooor gr.) which he received in the
morning. They take. their basins and sit down on the benches.

ch man empties his basin greedily, though this is merely half
full of turbid water with a few pieces of vegetables floating about
in it, a"mixture unfit to be offered to an animal. Since the
spring of 1922 the prisoners have received an additional piece of
‘bread with their dinner, as the cortdemned soldiers had been too
greatly weakened by their long imprisonment. After eating, the
prisoners leave the room again.’ For su there are inedible
dried vegetables. On Thursdays, and on Sundays and holidays,

the prisoners. r:eeeiv! a ?u mltlﬂdfmi sup;zex;hin lace Tzle this.
. easi what kind of meat this pri-
At may_easily mal food by special industry. The ad-

soners can earn a
smihistrat'on of the pri ys them wages for their ‘work, if but

pays .

; re ones.  Of these wages the state claims 50 to 70%. One
“half of the remainder may be expended by the priseners for

food in the canfine, v'lfhe-‘uanpgy ﬂ‘dwner; work_fo the
eir. ca ,order o obtain a few potatoes or
‘possibility of T sty
_possibi eceiving sufficient food to recuperate to any
o O%Ig«m ve endured . constant tunx.er can con-
o8l the prisoders suffer” during fhese yeats, To get up

e v

hunyry, to work hungry, to be hungry after eating, to be h

all night and to dream of proper meals. These soldiers from
“war of justice” are always hungry, and one glance at the
wasted forms suffices fo show what they suffer. But the well
nourished officials pass them by withouf any feeling of shame,

though these are prisoners who have already paid with six or
seven yeat‘rs of hell for having once forgotten the “civil law for
a momen

‘Here in the prisons as everywhere else, the activity of the
notorious Clemenceau has signified death. It was he who made -
the punishment of starvation into an intolerable torment to the
prisoners. In 1911 and 1918 the ration of almost uneatable black
bread was reduced to 300 gr. in the course of ten months. The
cantine practically did not exist at all. At that time there were
many frightful scenes in the prisons. The prisoners even ate the
leaves of trees when they could optain these. Death found a

enerous harvest. Under these circumstances the slightest illness

d a fatal effect.- During this period 200 prisoners died out of
1600 at Clairvaux. In lgl of these cases even the official re-
ghistcr of the hospital admits that they d'ed of starvation. To
these must be added the many whose weak condition caused
them to succumb to tuberculosis. And such things happened in
the middle of France; in Nimes and Rouen, in Poissy, Melun
and Clairvaux. But no prison governor uttered a word of
protest against this shameful system! In the spring of 1918
a number of these military prisoners were brought to lﬁe vicinity
of Paris for the purpose of building fortifications. The rail
waymen will doubtless remember transporting these soldiers,
men in ragged uniforms who threw themselves like wolves on
anything eatable. Americans regarded this spectacle with some-
thing of the air with which they would have looked on at the
feeding of the lions in the Zoological Gardens. These Ameri-
cans would then be able to retail to their countrymen the beauties
of French culture.

It may be thought that I am exaggerating, and I can under-
stand this. Only those who have themselves been in prison, and
have seen with their own eyes these disgraceful deeds of the
republican overnmeént, whose whole course of action is deter-
mined by class hate, will understand fhat in what 1 have said
there is no exaggeration. The existing system ruthlessly crushes
every human being who dares to rebel, to threaten the sacred
cash box.

Once more | appeal to all comrades who have been
liberated. In Clairvaux despair has reigned for 14 months. The

risoners are asking: “What are they doing outside? Have they
orgotten us? The workers cannot have any idea of what we are
suffering. If they knew it, they would have broken open our
prisons”.

All of you who have been in these accured places must
relate again and again what you have seen there! Every dis-
charged prisoner must be a centre of propaganda. The whole
proletariat must know what is going on in these prisons. And
if you meet the chosen representatives of the ‘ sovereign”

ple, ask them why they grant no amnesty! These bought
ypocrites must be ruthlessly unmasked. Hypocrites like these
do not venture to have the prisoners openly shot, but rather let
them slowly die of starvation. Workers, how much longer will
you permit these miscreants to murder your brothers?

[

‘ Recognition of Soviet Russia
as an Issue in the Uniied States
By 1. Amler.

“If the United States is waiting for the Soviet Gover:ment
to fall, it will wait a long time. So it might as well r.. gaize
Russia' now as later.” This was the message that Seunafor
Wheeler, of Montana, took back to the United States from a visit
to Soviet Russia in May of this year. Mr. Bush, cha rman of
the New York Chamber of Commerce, who also was recently
in Soviet Russia, stated that closer economic relations betwren
Russia and America would be of great mutual benefit, He laid
down what he"cqnsiﬁered the bas;es or the resumption of economic

ations between the two countries. .
- During the month of July a group of United Stales
senafors and prominent industrial'sts were in Moscow. Among
them were ex-secretary of the Interior Fall, Mr. Sinclair, chair-
‘man of the Sinclair Oil Corporation, and M

r. M. Day, t qu .

of the Ifiternational Barnsdall Corporation. It is cléar | .3
latter iwo_men are interested chneﬂg‘_in Russia’s oil. Ni verthe

.Sinclair stated that “American_public op
;ﬁdidi;ﬁ towards the ‘;ecogmlm:e I:,' Ru .
orce vernment to renew relations . !
this in qu will be the result of a Progressive victory”,

opinion is_more
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, Not only is a large part of the American people inclining
mm:’uognm;rd&;m Russia, but recognition is
becomring an issve, The mflux of promment men of
America to Soviet. Russia is not a matter of chance, it is not

the desire to obfain a summer vacation in the Caucasus. 7The
question of cconomic relations with Soviet Russia is ome of the
gmestions of the day in America. It is one of the questions that
are dividing the ranks of the bourgeoisie and of the weorkers. It
will be one of the isswes of the coming electoral campaign, if it is
not settled bejore.

It is not gemerally kmown that six E n and four
Eastern governments have granied de jure nition and
established semi-normal diplomatic relations with Soviet Russia.

Government re, anﬁnfo treaty relations. P
France are working for opening negotiations between Russia
and France.

In Jure M et, when in Moscow, stated that be

that the commercial interests fhat he represents would be

to induce the French Government to resume ecomomic and,
later, political relations with Soviel Russia.

For some trme, Senator Borah has been conducting
widespread propagnncfa in the United States for the recognition
of Soviet Rusia. As a matter of course, his meetings have been
attended by radicals and Fiberals but it has been noticed that even
fhe conservative press has taken a sympathetic attitede toward
them. That he did not stand alone was to be moted in the number
of progressive semators and representatives who have come to
visit Sovie! Russia. Sautorl.'zdd,nmterofﬂ)el’r Uu:,
Blec, accompanied by Senator King, Democratic Senator
and Mr. Frear, Congressman from Wisconsin, recently were in
Soviet Rusia, but were silent about recogmition. All of the
visitors, without exception, expressed their astonishment at the
mgrtssﬂm%ha‘s’fhh?madcm SovictRnssiailatfbeput_pr

the stab’li the government—a good augur of recognition.
Several were gferesfed in Baku oil—further reasons for ecanomric
relations and recognition.

What is the basis for the movement in favor of relations
with and recognition of Soviet Russia by the United States? The
oil industrialists and the farmers are higly interesfed in Soviet
Russia;, so also are the machine man The interest
of the oil industrialisis needs no explanation. The competitiom
between FEngland and America, in particular, for oil
resources of Europe is very keen. By the socalled “treaty” ot
Lausanne, England and France bave been beatem, and America

is mak'ng a separate treaty with the Turkish government.
Morally France and England won, but practica L(' Turkey
remained in possession of {he oil wells of the Mosul, the

transfer of which to American oil magnates for exploitation she
is now negotiating. The oil wells of Russia are alluring.
Recently the Standard Oil Co. had to negotiate wifh a Califorma
oil . producer for the delivery of 36, barrels of oil. The
race is shar nd Soviet Russia is takmg her time; oil becomes
more valuable from day to day. :

The farmers have a peculiar interest: there is a glut of
wheat on the American market. Amenca’s best customer,
Germany, is unable to purchase a large share of the surpius that
18 wrrrving the American farmer. he situation is so serious
tnat the Americam farmers are endeavoring te devise some m&hod
whoreby 200000000 bushels of wheat may be removed from the
American market this year. Prices are far below the cost of
producticr. Russia is now beginring to invade the European
market. Russian wheat is far cheaper than American wheat.
Little by little, the European market, which had become largely
the property of the American farmer, is being and will be
threatened by the Russian peasant. A short time ago, the fear
was expressed that American farming would not be Je to supply
even the American market. The outlook is for an overprodme-
tion for some years to come, umless the American farmer
defiberately limits production. There is, however, another method:

to come to an agreement with the Russian farmer, delimiting
their mutual spheres. This presu itton of the
Soviet Government de jure or de facto. In any case it is
obvious that. the American Government, which

farmers will have to act, will be abliged to give the Soviet
Government, through whick the Rman'mlt acts, some
compensation for restricting her market. widespread

., There is another clement among the farmers, an honest
that believes in fair play. They are the poorer farmers

who

y kre eutiering from the ﬁmao:ﬂWaﬂSheet.;n;ye
sympathize ussiari peasanfs an ing opposed

presest regime i the United States, n and

No.

Democratic (which has given rhebhdepudeﬂphﬁtﬂl‘ | action
ollbe_bnninndﬁorhn). demand that Soviet Russia bé

) 'l:,vdlmof i mnchhwry:kmhmh,mw,
since recognize vast market f Russ’a represenis.
This comviction is not limited to American manufacturers. On
A t 2 Premier Baldwin said in the House of Commeons:

largest potential markef in E is Russia. Socomer or
later that market wil be open, and German exports will

largely into Russia because in the past Germany has been
country most familiar with trading with Russia and the most

competent to conduct it.” The of crushing Soviet Russia
having been abandoned, the capitalist governmenis are now cager
to capture the Russian market. They recognize the dis:dvmnm
that they must submit to, but the necessity of securing a furthey,
market for the tremendous production that is taking place in
all mdustrial countries, is mducing them to accept many dis
advantages that otherwise they would oppose.

Thus there is a big element that is interested in the
recognition of Soviet Russiz and is making imsistent demands
such action be taken. It is obvious that economic imterests ]
be the chief factors in forcing the recogmition of Soviet Russisf'
The strength of these interests is growmg and they are backed
by a large secfion of the working class. There is a
called the National Labor Altiance for Trade Relations with
and Recognition of Soviet Russia, which is made up of influentiak
trade umton leaders. Borah has held several very successful
meetings under the auspices of th's organization. In addition}
large %nbor bodies have endarsed the idea: among the lates
advocates is the Pennsylvania Federation of Labor, one of the.
largest State labor organizations in the United States. Thé'
F ted Farmer Labor Party, which was recenfly organized'
in Chicago, 2lso endorsed recognition. :

The lines are being clearly drawn both befween the {we
flanks of the bourgeoisie and of the workers. Just previous e
the departure of tors Ladd and King to Soviet Rhﬁ
Gompers, president of the American Federation of Labor, and]
an ememy of Saviet Russia from the ‘:zlbegmmﬂ, addressed
a letter to them, painting out the fea deeds the. Soviet
Governmeni. Not only does it amm to destroy f{he American
Labor Movement by sending revolutionists imto the counmiry to’
revolutianize fhe wunions, be declares, but it also plots inst’
the American Government, intending fo nt it with a
Government. This, honest workers like Mr. Gompers cann

offences, and displaying an ignorance i
even a school-boy woufd not be guilty of today, Gompers
z«;_,\m' n senators to procure information on eight diverse
jects. [
In most recent times, Gompers has given sufficient evidence
of his “nferest in the Russian people”, Iy a short time age,’
he threatened to expel the Seatfle and Minnesota central lal
bodies, among other reasoms, for favoring the recognition of
Soviet Russia. ot
Gompers gave Secretary of State Hughes occasion to
express an official opinion on the question of Soviet Russiay:
Hughes remsains immovable in the matier of recognition: the:
American Government will not and cannot rtminize fhe Soviet-
Government. ing the nsual charges that have bored tli¢'
world for the past six years, Mr. Hughes gives utterance to'
such a profound kmowledge of events and Tacts that a short.
mﬁmhwlhhstam'ouldnotbeim‘glowi&. o/
mcmﬁmﬁo-hsimtnwbcmmtg ,_rnmdn:'
efiect for the inuance of the regime of 1917 coup d'étaf:
, it is understood, 3
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under a mew ti The comsfitution
no bill of rights, and the civil liberties of the
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§ bﬁmﬁbﬁﬁ" N wants to
EW.EQM = yn;noau;pt‘)ol.‘t.e Peasants
are all united present government.

Eau-t censored. Solougui:edou

organized and there are very few
" such as ‘n:pernm&m. It is a working-

s government the laboring classes are 99%/, per cent
.hvo’;' of the existing government and they are all in the

Brookhart is against the form of elections, he dislikes
fact that the former Czarists are not allowed to vote. But
.uﬁegn:irimlly demands fthe immediate recognition of the

me.

While on his tour in the West, Harding likewise declarad
inst recognition. Ecomomic and political conditions, however,
r the progressive group: not only the United States, but the

European capitalist governments will be obligéd to renew
tions with Soviet Russia within the near fulure. It will be
disasteful step: it will mean a strengthening of the very

that are leading to the disintegration of capitalism. But
Baldwin said, ‘“‘the hrgeot potential market in Europe is
ussia”, and that is the basis of the philosophy and morality of
ggulist governments. The progressives have a winning issue:
declare they will force it in America and win.

The Position in Germany
By Wilhelm Bartz,

Berlin, October 3., 1923.

. Events in Germany are developing more rapidly than

can follow them; but they are developing in the direction

y indicated by us. ings are veering violently to the

Kahr rules in Bavaria. He is said to have ta over

ment. This report is, however, denied. And what

is there for a change of government? Kahr has only to

and all the authorities, including those of the Reichs-

, will obey his call, The latest is that he has had one of

members of the sqcial democrat defense units arrested, because

is said to have molested the national socialists, The harmless

tion of the old portion of the town of Kiistrin, appeary

#ow, according to the more recent . official reports, to be

concerted Putsch plan. The guilelessly designated ‘‘mational

ist bands”, of which the first official repo{h sm
out.now to be the “Steel Helm?” people who, dn the

the Havel and in other places, wi to launch an attack

the 1st of October. The bomb has exploded prematurely.

_A number of reckless spirits fnd themselves in custody.
North Germany the military dictatorship cont'nues. Such
res of freedom as had hitherto existed for the working
B were to be entirely done away with by an authorization
law, which would empower the government to render invalid,
by means of special orders, such laws as the eight hour day law.
PBehind this authorization law stood the social democratic
ministers, as well as the ministers of the People’s Party, but not,

wever, the parties from.whioh these ministers came. The

an People’s Parlénwas, of course, heart and soul for this

t it demanded that it be carried through by a government

which the German Nationals, that is, the rightest of the
ght, should be represented. Nay, more. It demanded that
se German Nationals should supplant the social democratic
punisters. The social democrats would not immediately consent

b this act of suicide. stood by their ministers; m fact,
an answer fo this thrust from the rig}‘lt, they were going to
; a mofion of the communists which demanded the setting
of the state of l?‘ﬁe in Bavaria ,which meant the destruc-
p of the legal cloak for the dictatorship. Hence the crisis. This
pded, as was not otherwise to be expected, with a compromise.
he social gave way.

4 A cabinet meeting which lasted until the early hours of

e morning deliberated on the situation. Up to the time when
lines are given into the press the tion is as follows.
in the Bavarian question, the social democrats will vote

the communist mofion demanding fhe abolition of the
‘of siege. The social democrais agree to swallow the
‘law which will endow the government of the

3 that this law shall
1924, but only so long as
ith regard to the setting aside

Dr. Luther, which up to the t moment has not yet been'
finall y confirmed, the social mlb'ﬂmlb!ﬁﬂ
being filled by a nominee of the agrarians.
‘ The state of confusion oblmining in the social democratic
m&:liiqhhmwym. The

si asting hours, without ing to final
decision. leader of the fraction, Hermann y

E

the Reichschancellor, makes a report and the fraction then
ocontinues its deliberations. The opposition which has hitherto
existed in the fraction is being augmented by all those who have
stood behind the Finance Minister for the ic, Hilferdling,

whom they do not yet wish to be allowed to Iall
This govermment crisis only marks a sma

E
£

struggle for liberation. The financial and economic crisis is
becoming more acute. The discontent is to be held in check by
bayonets,

~ The overwhelming mass of the workers do not as yet see
this clearly. The ru]in%mchssee are deliberately steering wn this
direction. They even ture to make such an attempt. . .

ECONOMICS

The End of Hilferding’s Financial
Dictatorship

By E. Ladwig (Berlin).

The Stresemann - Hilferding government is a government
of capitulation at home and abroad. Stresemann as Lhancellor
capitulates abroad to Poincaré. Hilferding as Minister for
Finance capitulates to German heavy industry, which is already
fraternizing with French heavy capifal.

The new currency project just made public by Hilferdin
puts the hall mark on this capitulation. [t is the confession of
the collapse of the financial dictatorship of the new cabinet
announced with so much clamour. It is the victory of the heavy
capitalist tax saboteurs over the working people, a viclory won
with the aid of the Grand Coalition.

The plan, regarded superficially, may appear feasible
It is based on one of the fundamental premiscs of any currency
reform: the cessation of banknote printing as a meédium for
covering the hmitless credit requirements of the Reich. The
Reichsbank is to discount no more treasury buls, and may not
issue new notes on the basis of these. It is to become a purely
gold note bank, as it was before the war.

The aim m view is perfectly clear. But what is not so
clear is where the gold is 1o come from if Hilferding, who was
going to start a foreign bill and gold fund, continues daily to
squander the Reichsbank gold in supporting the mark on the
Exchange. Here is the first reef upon which the whole plan
of renewed financial solven will suffer shipwreck, even if
everything else should go wel‘:ly

But the road to the goal at which Hilferding aims is
extremely long. And on this road he runs into the outstretched
arms o Heﬁfcrich. and Stinnes. How is the credit of the
country to be covered, if the Reichsbank dces this no longer?
That 13 the question. :

’ In reply, Hilferding puts forward the idea of the currency
bank. This is also to issue notes—real value notes—intended to
absorb the paper money now degraded to the office of small
change, and to satisfy the paying requirements of the Reich.
In order to prevent the okd paper money swindle from being
continued under a new name, the 'stable value of these notes is
to be ensured by a “ gold levy on ’private enterprise (agriculture,
industry, commerce, and banks)”. This gold obligation is to
amount to about 5% of the wealth assessed for the purpose
of the defence levy. Besides this, a new ropertJ levY assessment
is proposed for the end of this year. The gold obligation itself
consists of a levy of gold, foreign bills and precious sgm

And, finally, we have the seizure of 1 values. Wi

vil war, without a workers' and peasanty’
ding appears to have accomplished this by
personality alone. But;let us look at the matter a_little more
closely. ﬁilferdin 'g cyrrency bank, divested of all Hilierding’s
theoretical phraseology, is identical with the r{’e‘m bank*
posal of Helfferich, combined with the note bank-
the Stinnes general manager Friedrioh Minoux, the
guide of German economics,

Helfferich and Minoux,

the charm gf his

peinied
ite the difference of ‘their

probositioni, are agreed that annuity bonds should be employed .-

vernment, Hilfer- -

it

‘~‘- . S -
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to cover the motes issued by their banks, secured by a guarantee
iven by agrarian apd industrial great capital. According to
fferich, this guaranfee is o be given principally by agrarian
capital, which would thus get the currency of the country into
its hands in the interests of the recipients of ground rent.
: Minoux’s idea is to put the annuily certificates at the disposal
1 of the Reich, which is to sell them to big capital. The motive
for the purchase of annuify bonds fer gold, foreign bills and

L ecious stones, is to consist in having interest paid on these

Troops in the Class War
By Hertha Sturm,

i d in their bein
ds by the Reich to the value of 10 %, and in their g The rising revolutionary moy ¢ . Clkinda

b exempt from faxation. We see, therefore, that all those who
ran away from the worthless paper mark, and invested the
proceeds of their fortunkte speculations in foreign bills, gold
and pearls, treasures bringing m no interest at the present
fim2, are to be rewarded the country for having energetically
contributed to the desiruction of the rman standard, and for
as energetically contributing to its restoration at the expense of
the broad masses. o
Helfferich declares with brutal candour that the giving
‘of the guarantee for the annuity bonds is to be taken as an
egivalent for all the taxes on property resolved upon by the

is showing a characteristic feature which distinguishes it

proletarian woinen. )
phenonomen must be accorded due comsideration. .

...t._v_v'

proletariat jn Berlin and Central Germany in the
during the” Munich Sovie! republic, the Kapp putsc

was the decisive

leictstag 7 weeks ago in a sudden fit of patriotism. Minoux of a few individuals or small groups, politically schooled to
:..Jc iHilferding atﬂingthe same end in a more roundabout way: a certain degree of clarity, and consciously fulfilling a Eeohtxm!
by cxempting the annuity certificates from taxation and by paying duty. These were communisis and their immediate adhereny
interest on them. following the Party slogans, but not able.to carry along with
Hilferding, to be sure, in his official announcement of them the broad masses of politically unenlightened women. - *

the new plan, preserves silence upon this method of rendering
t" 2 real vajue notes of stable value; For this method would be
ico much for even the social demotratic workers most faithful
17 the €oalition. But Georg Bernhard, the journalistic confidant
o. the Stresemann cabinet, wriles.rlainly enough in the evening
eiition of the Vossische Zeitung ot Sept. 18. that the real value
nofe is not redeemable in cash, but in the form of interest-bearing
old annuity certificates, for which the economy stands security.
ﬁ'his is Minoux’s proposal. And Hilferding follows his pilot
faithfuilv into the Stinnes harbour.

The result is: Instead of enforcing the property taxes,
| whose enforcement js the ground for Ebert's i1ssuing a new
; decree every /8 hours, these are to be annulled. Instead of taxes

In August 1923 the matter was very different!
mighty masses were engaged in the siru

proletarianized middle class.

at the head of the others, and had not the least trouble in carry
along with them thousands and thoéusands of fellow-wo
their class. And more than this, the masses themselves a
so spontaneously, so energetically, that their leaders and
men were at the same. time only the executors of their d
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on property. taxes for property. Instead of covering the deficit
in the state finances, the creation of fresh expenditure through
a grant of ucurious gold interest at 10 % to heavy and agrarian

of the hands of the

capital, ) ) - w
k It remains an open question whether Hilferding, even
i though he offer these advantages, will be able to obtain sufficient
I . gold and foreign bills from big capital {o establish the new

.currency, since he plainly renounces the seizure of real values.

The failure pf the gold loan shows that he is not likely to succeed;

and the assessment according to the defence levy of 10 years ago
( leaves hig capital countless means of evading the gold obligation.
| ¢

mmunist Party, and especially of the national ;
ariat of the CP. of Germany, in the press and at.mieetin
at home and in the market. But that which had mearely

they had heard so often: ‘“ We have to

We only. Nobody else can help us!”
Since the Ruhr occupation, there haye been two

which have forced themselves into prominence in t

struggle for bare existence: :Afes and prices.

working women do not yet pn

mental laws of capitalist ecofiomics, nor much® about

But, even should the gold levy be enforced, still one thing

is certain: The new deficit created by this work of putting the

i currency on a sound basis has {o be covered as well. As Hilfer-
| ding has solemnly renounced taxes on property, it can only be
g covered by new burdens on the masses. New direct taxes will
follow the real value note ad-inevitably as night follows day.

Hilferding announces further that his new note bank is to be

: accomnanied by the measures enforcing the strictest economy:
i the offensive against the small and medium officials- will
onfinued. And, finally, in order to make sure that this plan
rorks out successfully in the interests of heavy capital, the
t' n hours day, already sfated in Minoux’s proposal to be
solutely imperative, has become for Hilferding such a matter
¢! course that he no longer even mentions it.

When the seizure of real values first came up, Stinnes
ccr nfered with the industrial guarantee, longer working hours
2nd the denationalization of the state undertakings. Hilferding,
a s cial democrat, is now about to realize this Stinnes plan.

The fransition period of this currency bank is to last
three to four months. By then the Reichsbank is to be reor-
ganiz»d. Three fo four months is the term which heavy capital
sets .tself, through its mouthpiece Hilferding, for fthe final
subjug ation of "1‘15 working class, for forcing the ten hours day
upon ti:e workers and teac inglthem more thoroughly than before
the art of slow starvation. Hilferding reckons a ferm of three
fo four months necessary for complete sybmission to the

- French bayonet, in°the last analysis the foundation of this project
: for the restoration of sound finance. . )
3 . Within this term the fate of the German working class
. —willbe decided. It must be ready to begin the struggle, and
* do enter at the eleventh hour the path of its salvation {hrough

e seizinre of real values by the workers’ and peasants’ govern-
Homréﬂilfa'ding delivers it bound hand and foot to Stinnes

ca ré,

tion.
B:rsonli experience, that they have'learnt that the basis of
existence is vanishing from beneath their feet day by day -
rising ' excitement, hitherto findin 3
lasting repetition of the sigh: ‘It cannot ‘go on ‘like this
longer! ”, finally reached boiling point and ed. The:
took action.

controlled—tWwages must be raised, if we want to live!”.
It was the women who exércised the ~most "
pressure on the men, inducing them f{o strike.

of all food stuffs, when they placed their apparently high wi
in the hands of their wives on payday, or sat down to fhe

B e e

hold was borne b
the formation of hitherto unknown processions afd ¢
strations:  hundreds, even thousands, -of housewives, in
aprons, their shopping bags and bagkets over their armis, wi
who had 'gone from one empty shop to‘another, and tried ¢
market, without being able to buz"evm the barest nece
These processions march ‘to the factorigs and workshopd,

meeting:
personally. The hou T Al
conditions we-and our children w'll starve. You must have hij

the workers, and explain the ‘situation to

———

v

THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT |

Working Women as New Active

. P Jisiby
expressed in the great strike wave in the first half o Auﬂn_t,
om

all former movements: the spontaneous activity of the masses of
The character and significance of this

During former revolutionary struggles of the QGerman
ear 1919,
and. the
March action, women played an imporfant part. But—and this
oint——in all these cases it was a question

Here
gle—in many disiricls
the majority of the wothen, of the working class, and of the
And the extent of the movement
was so wide that the women commuiist disappeared in the great
mass, and did not appear to have the leadership any longer.
Women comrades hitherto unknown and without name, and evett
non-partisan women, grasped the inifiative, placed themsaives

e
This dces not signify that the movenment has passéd out
ommunist Party. On the contrary: No
slogan was issued, no action carried ouf, which-had not béen for
or eyen monihs the subject of daily- agitation - in ' the:
omen’s - Secreéy’

Ifeless words now sprang suddenly into life, as if the women
had all at' once grasped the true sifnihcnnce of -that. -which:
o this and that ourselves!

uestions
-daily.
The masses of
erstand much about the funda-
¢ real or
pretended relations between {heir position and the Ruhr occii-
It is not from books or newspapers, but from their %"
i 1

its safety valve in the ever-

heir first and immediately mtelligible demands
culminated as a rule in a cry of: * Prices must be reduced and

 How mary
workmen knew anything of the daily and hourly rise in sﬂ;ﬁ

ared for them when they returned from work? What idea
K:ipthey of the hours and days spent by the housewives run $
from one place {0 another, or standing and waitm% endJes .
for potatoes or margarine? All the care and worry of the h :
the women. And thus inner neceosigdidf

out the phg? stewards, bring about the immediate convocation
‘ - ; s
ng money is insufficient. Under tl

wages! 1§ you cannot get them by any other means ltril!l %
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" In Ahi§ maninér fhe strike among the Berlin metal workers
. was brought about in July of this year, after thousands of women
had tramped “about unwearyingly for three da s, from early
morning ntil the-end of the working day, in rschineweide,
Niéderschineweide, and Johannisthal, going from one great
factory 1o “andther; and confinually’ plaguintg the men. ese
F_koamom became typical features of the August movement.
n_Hanover, the strike bégan by a procession of women forming
before the largest undertaking in the city, the Continental Co.
Lmﬁer‘lnd inducing the men to come out. In many quarters
of Berlin the women went from one works to another to make
yige that all workers were striking, and to fetch out the unen-
: ed. In Magdebyrg the women thus confrolling the strike,
nd men working in the carpenfer’s shop of a large factory.
took away the men’s todls and drove them into the street.
In- Halle, where the tramwaymen did not follow the strike
at first, the women stopped the cars, pulled down the
vers, and beat them in their mdignation. In numerous places,
factories in which the majority of those employed we-e women
were the Jirst to go whole-hearfedly into the strike; thi- was fhe
for instance, in the fextile factories in Gera, the aniline and
tlluloid factories in Dessau and Bitterfeld. In various places in
the Rithr area worien voluntarily offered to do picket work,

.« The same masses of women still further seized the ini-
tiative: In the cities they went (o the mayors and food supply
ices, in Berlin even fo the minister for food su lies, and

1 concrete ‘measures for the alleviation of the most
urgent necessity: confiscation of all food obtainable; food for
tte_strikers, unemplq{ed, and social pensioners out of public
filnds; feeding of children in schools, postponement of payment
for miilk for infants, old people and invalids; recognition of
¢ control committees, etc. In many cases not only were pro-

es received, but the women were successful in having a

' -made with the carrying out of their demands.

. Besides s, women have taken active part in the spontaneous
a exisfing conirol commities, and of those. rapidly sprin-
Jino existence, which have fetched out food hoarded in the
m‘atorehouses of the wholesale dealers, have confiscated corn,
lilk, and caitle on large farms, and have sold these at low prices.

.. The interruption of the acute struggle has caused the

driving force of the masses of women {o disappear from the

surface for the time being. But they are lafently effective.

ommien are and remain members of the confrol commiftees, and

3 commistions negotiating with the mayors; they are

preparing for the election and participation in the factory council

congresses; they form 40, 50, and more per cent of those atten-

the public meetmo%s held by the Communist Party. They

ve- lost their fear of the street and of politics, their cons-

s of power is increased by their successes, their respect

for the God-imposed lawful authorities who have {rembled be ore
_them 'is greaily" shaken, if not gone for ever.

. What réle will these womenv?lay in the coming struggles?
ﬂq l‘cti_tm has ever Jproved so plainly as the last that the masses,
far from being ready to enter into a struggle for distant
lifical aims, are ready fo {ake up action today  for wages : d
bread. . 1t has never been so evident that the proletarian masses
/lill_well capable of and desirous of fighting. And it has
r_been so obvious that the working class possesses, in its
, powerful fighting forces which have never yet been
ized, and which, if systematically employedg would be capable
maemsm%dgdawe influence on the issue of the revolutionary
struggle. Aresh and unbroken elementary power. of - the
masses of the women are a factor with which both- sides must
reckon in the beginning of the civil war. The bourgeoisie and
its, social democratic.flunkeys. will exert every endeavor. to divert
&irr‘olettanln ‘;vomea’ fro'm {(hh:ir cl:;as, an
just forming. Woe o revolutionary proletariat, wee tq

the Communist Party, if this danger is not observed or pro rly
tsfimated. The uprising of the women, primevally forceful and
promising  great aid to the proletarian. cause in is instinclive
oWer, born of misery and despair, can become an instrument
ster if permitted to act.as an uncurbed force without clear
¢ lwll:'.n HI it is Jed jnto hls; F'h!nélela, i:“ coun(;:r-revolulion
iormism gain possession of it. Everythin ds
gy, the tenacity, and the skill ex ad by e o

Aci d the skill exercised by the commum[als
g_and invigorating the interest once aroused among
roletariat, in_clarifying the class iunstinct as

in ening  political knowledge,. in securing  the
.&gmfy won,n‘ng?i‘n;‘ ding , the zmm-. &
the: wom-m’onthe.pa_ ¥

;'y e consciots
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to split. the united '

; -welling .
s.,wgrf_aid,_.. . i S :

“  centre for
‘Hamburg 8.

OUR PROBLEMS

) L. Troizky
The Fundamental Questions
of Revolution’*)
By L. Trotzky.

The Hoym publishing firm is bringing out a
work by Trotzky under the above title; this work
comprises {hree books of his which have already
appeared, and which are of special interest at the
present time in view of the greatly increased tensify .
of th_ revolutionary situation. \Je give below the

preface written by the author to
edition. Ed.

the Russian

_ The books here combined, mainly directed against the
Russian Mensheviki and social revolutionists, have, as far as I
am aware, not encountered even the slightest theoretical refuta-
tion from this quarter. And this is not to be wondered at: the
petty bourgeois parties, thrown cut of their course by the
revolution, have lost all interest im the theorefical treatment of
the main questions of revolution. What is left of these parties
exists on ‘nsinuations, slandersy petty trickery, mean flunkeyisms
and alms. '

_ German Menshevism, possessing a much greater degree
of historical inertia—the steam roller of proletarian revoiution
not ha}y:n¥ yet passed over ifs spine—has replied with a number
of critical and polemicical works, amongst which Kautsky’s-
stream of learned verbosity takes the frst place as far ‘as
hopeless banality is concerned. Such of his arguments as might
be regarded as in any way useful for purposes of revolutionary
criticism, have already n accorded full consideration by
comrade Radek. There is not the slightest reason for entering
info these questions again here. German Menshevism, I'ke that
of (he rest of the world, is condemned to decny‘and it will
confinue on its path of decay and dissolution wuntil its
inevitable end.

This does not by any means s nifiy that ‘n the field
of theory we can continue fo live on lﬁe interest from former
capital. On the contrary. The theoretical treatment of
questions of revolution—nof only of ils methods (to which thé
present book is mainly devo(ed{, is at the pretent time more
urgent and -necessary for us than ever. No epoch in the past
is to be compared in complexity with that in which we are now
living. The immediate revolutionary prospects opened out bhefore
us in the years 1918-1920 have witzd[:aWn into the distance, the ¢
struggle among the great social forces has assumed a tedious Sl
character, while at the same time the underground activity does
not cease for a moment, and threatens unceasingly now with
military, now with class, and now with national explosions.
Thorough theoretical work in the sphere of revolutionary theught,
for the clarification and valuation of the inner forces of the
world-historical process and its not infrequently confradictor
tendencies, before allcguaraniees the fundamental and active self-
maintenance of the Communist Party, and const'tutes a pledge
for its victory. .

_The transformation in the revolutionary parties takes place .
unnoticeably, but is catastrophic in effect. German social o
democracy, under the leadership of Wilhelm Liebknecht and 4 |
August Bebel, did not by any means come into existence with P
the same thoughts and fcelinﬁs with which it entered the great i
war, 50 aears later, under the leadership of Scheidemann and i
Ebert. During the course of this half century, the generations il
have been gradually renewed, and that which was merely
temporary and isolatéd for the older generation became -
deposited as a foundation in the consciousness of the younger. {

3

2.

B T S o e 7\ g

The inferior practicalness of the younger generation again = .
influenced the older, and diverted the party further and further

away from the revolutionary standpoint. The first Russian

revolution (in 1905) was chiefly reflected in Germany by dhe

fact that it interrupted the automatic process of decay ofthe e
party, by bringing about a revival of the revolutionary. tendency ., 8
and—simultaneously, .as always!—of theoretical interest:on the =~ .
part of the &:unger eration.. Thfs source nurtured ;ithe
elements of radieal wing .of German social democracy, and '
later_on of, the gfumm Eroup. - Taken as a whole, however, '
the ‘party once led by"W. Liebknecht and A. Bebel‘mutvﬁ“r

*). Published by the Communist International, delivery
y: Carl Hoym, successor Louis Cahnbley,
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d the revolution a completely transformed body and The present epoch, dragging along ils g
fhe war and the revoluti pletely bears within it the possibility of abrupt accelerafions of

adopted the executioner Noske as its standard bearer.

The tactics of the united front and of struggles for
transitional demands, now being pursued by the munist
International, is the necessary policy for the communist parties
of the bourgeois states in the present pr'ep:!ator{ stage. But we
must not close our eyes to the fact that this icy undoubtedly
involves the danger of deteriorating into lutility, and even
of leading to the complete degeneration of the communist partes,
if the preparatory stage is drawn ou: too long, and 1f the dady
work performed by the western parties is not rendered fruitful

that active theoretical thought which comprehends to their
fullest extent, the dynamics of the leading historical forces.

Fven our own Party, in the country of the proletarian
dictatorship, is to a certa’n degree, exdpostd to this danger. Our
work is of necessity specialised, and goes ito details. The
questions of state economies, of scientific organization of work,
of reduction of the initial costs of industrial producnons, of
profit, and of accumulation are unavordably the central pomts
of our Party hie at the present tume. ‘ithout correct and
systematic work, and without real and permaneni success,
everything else in this sphere will be ill-timed agitation, mere
useless verbiage. Bul on the other hand, even our undeniable
economc successes threaten 0 weaken and shake the Party, for
they are liable to engender a narrow utilitarian outlook, official

business limitation and narrow-mindedness unless the
theoretical thought of lhe I’arP conhnues mddahgabl{ to
renew its fight'ng positions by fertilizing our whole work by
means of efhicient international and inner orientation. Short-
sighted practicalness at one pole, and propagandist activity
skimmung over the surface of every question at the other these
are the fwo inconlestable dangers, or the (wo polar Yorms of ex-
pression of one and the same danger, facing us on our by no
means easy path,

This danger would become disasirous if we were 1o allow
the theoretical tradition of the Parlg to be broken through. In
the sphere of material culture we have had the op{pormmty of
observing how difficult it is to restore continuity o work, once
interrupted, but here the wlerruption was inevitable, arising as
it did ou! of the nature of class warfare and its revolutionary
culmmation  As a Party we require revolution least of all in
the sphere of ideology, on the contrary, the maintenance of
mental continuity is at the present time the most imperative need
of revolutionary thought. The Ime of our further theoretical
evolution 13 .su'fﬁcientfy determined by two points in the realm
of thought: one of these is Marx, the other —Lenin.
he synthetic grasp of the situation, on the basy of the
materialist and far-reaching analysis of its fundamental elemenls,
is the essence of Marxism (the greatest weight bemg laid on the
side of historical prevision) and of Lenimsm (the greatest weight
being 1aid on the side of activist conclusions). The pecuhiarities
of the one or the other do not arise from difference of method.
but from the difference of the epochs. lemmism can be defined
as Marxism translated into the language of the epoch of the
fmperialist dissolution of the bourgeois state of society

Although !enin as the theoretician invariably gemeralized
that which Lenin the politician performed, deSpite this— or it
would be better to say, because of this Lenin’s theoretical study
and generalization of revolutionary work have, in the course of
the third of a century, come to represent a tremendous and in-
dependant task, one whose elaboration can and must form
in itself a school for the theoreticians of the Party m the coming

eration. Regarded from this viewpoint, that creation of our

scow Party organization, the Lenm Institute, is in ifself an
enterprise of the utmost wnportance. The whole Party must come
to the aid of Moscow here, for the whole Party will in the
future. slake its mental thirst at this spring.

Capitalist society lies in its death agony. But this agony
has assumed a tracted character corresponding to the enor-
mous vitality or‘?hc dying orgamism. e have seen how a
relative * tranquilization ” set in afier the desperate post-war
convulsions, how semething like equlibrium established itself
among the vital functions of the capitalist organism, how in a

m sense the revolutionary prospects have paled and receded,

the bourgeoisie has become filled with arrogance and has set
up the dictatorsmip 6f a fool on its weakest, the Apennine,
sderritory. Measured by the standards of torical prediction,
a fool remams—a fool. But for the present revolutionary
struggle, a fool armed with the apparatus of an imperialist
state 13—a great political factor. 1story is concentrating all
the multifarious means and methods common to the decaying
.exploiter class into this brief period -ranging from the bloody
dictatorship of imperialism to the fool's mask of a harlequin

#nd a charlatan. OQur twmes are pregnant with surprises; a
zody threat may always end in a jester’s quip, but the jests of
imperialist bourgeoisie are alway 5 pregnant with bloody crime.

and mighty convulsions. Our sober and cautiously meditafive
icy must therefore retain the um‘éy for sudden adaptations
of front. If it cannot do this, a wave of revolution may
surprise the Communist Party and throw it off its balamce
But this would almost certaimly involve a fresh defeat for revo-
lution. Thorough theoretical work in the Parly, combining
yesterday with today, is the necessary isite for the re-
teution by the Party of its capability for su adaptation.
The theoretical attention of the Party must once more
descend from question of ‘ politics”, in the narrow sense of
fhe word, to questions of economtics—to the economics not on
of our Soviet states, but to those of the capitalist world’s markets
as well. At the present time there is a regrouping going on in
this historical head laboratory, and a preparation of hghti
forces for a new epoch of open civil war. 1I1. congress o
the Commumist laternational, when the change of srsg in the
evolution of events became observable, reminded the staff of
the communist parties of the necessity of probing deeper with
‘the dnsscdinﬁ knife of analysis, that the further course to be
pursued might be the better ascertained. Although at that time
some comrades were inclined to regard this almost as ‘' econo-
musm ™ (!). such a valuation will scarcely find even isolated
support today. Comrade Bucharin, in his report on the situation
of the Communist International, held at XIT congress of
our Party, devoted much space to the analysis of the economic
situation of the most important countries, and this was not by
accident. The time for summary revolutionary generalizations
is over. It will begin afresh as soon as the present semi-stable
equilibrium is destroyed through the contradictions constantly
accumulating within it. At present, however, this explosion
is still in its preparatory stage, Afttention to economic questions!
this is what the present peridd requires of the thinkers of the
Party, and requires it in all seriousness. For whilstgnuch can

be grasped instinctively and on the wing m pure polifgs, econo-
mics are muctr more difficult in this respect: here it is hécessaty
to accord earnest and conscieniious work to studying the facts

in their quantitative and qualitative relations. But suc collective
scienfific work is the sole means of keeping the Party coms-
crousness fresh and elastic.

The following of tradition does not imply religiously
following ome beaten track; for one of ihe greatest and best
of our Party traditions is that it possesses an unsurpassable
capacity for manoeuvre, and regards retreat or advance as links
in the chain of one and the same project. Au abrupt adaptation
demands a great exertion of thought and of will; the necessity
for the adaptation must be recognized, the wish (o execute it must
be there, and— it must be carried out. Narrow practicaluess and
hollow propaganda are here alike incomipetent; both of these
types are prome to impotence, to dispiritedness, and to panic
at moments demanding special concentraton of consciousness
and will. The maintenance of the Party traditions, which means,
at bottom, the maintenance of flee Party. is only possible when
the flower of the coming generation 1s educated to the point of
independent theoretical judgment of the questions of revolution,
with closest reference fo our whole inner and international
activity.

Certam it is, and there is no possible Frmmd for doubtin
it. that we shall fulfil this task, as we fulfil every task wh;
confronts us!

May 4, 1923

"IN SOVIET RUSSIA .

Letter from Soviet Russia.
A Journey to the Caucasus in the Summer of 1923.
By Frida Rubiner (Moscow).

The Moscow-Batum train leaves Kursk station in Moscow
at 1 o’clock punctually. In precisely
Mineralnie Wody, the station for the group of Caucasian health
resorts. The “ mssim“_rﬁundmﬁty correspond
liness within the train. |
pational® sleeping cars, a number;of “soft“ cars with sl
“berths, and a number of “hard“ crs with sleepi
attendants are obliging and friendly. If we recol
tions obtaining in the Russian railway service in
all this seems like a fairy story. )

Moscow 1s left
of country houses round about Moscow,

p— N"":L"T“"""'"' i e 2

48 hours it arrives at

s to the clean-
e train has a diming car, two “inter-

_berths. e
e “condi-
9 or 1920,

ind. First we pass through the district
and then comes the
actual countryside of Central Russia: Fertile meadows, endless
fields and tracts ob arable land, forests, here and there a brook,
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a quiet straw-thatched village on fhe horizon, a few birches. and
ﬁg"l:): dull above the endless ievel plain. We pass through
the Moscow colliery and industrial district: the industrial towns
of Serpuchov and Tula. Here the towns are few and far between,
but each ome is a centre of mughty possbilities. Aller a ten
hours xoum:{( Kursk is reached, the central point of the newly
discovered “Kursk amomaly”. Here, beneath the sl of the
fields, repose the mightiest iron reserves of the earth, and (o the
North and South the earth conceals the richest treasures of coal.
The earth cries out: come, take me! All that 1s lacking s the
Mbm the means, the capital, 10 unearth and develope
all &; 1_'. ible wuhhh. W:::ctbe eye of irmiginahon one secs
. cities ansing here in future,” a hty dustr o
m the broad land with the most magm nc;l( tnum;:hsp'o‘
techmcs, a whole country at the mghest pomt oi developmem
awakened to mfense enjoyment of existence. Soviet Russia  the

mr:n Amerca! to use an expression coined by comrade

But at present, these treasures still rest in the bosom of
!heurth Though coal and iron lie beneath the soil the ik,
clad m home woven lmen and in rafha shoes, 1s now followmg
s primitive plmﬁh, and the earth yelds but the scanty gits
of a stepmother- -this 1s the old Russia, the inheritance
of m_trul:cs ol enslavement and absolutism.

) traip passes through dkraine, the granary ol Russia.
Here is the of the “black son“, and nﬁlmt expemnds her
forces cxfravaglamly: It 1s as il we had reached the Castle of
Indolence: at the railway stations mountains of lood are heaped

sausages, hams, cheese, bacon, and so forth. Women bring

up to the tramn, hdgn with roast chicken, at ndiculously

low prices; at pots with butter and lard, mmik n great
buckets. Involuntarily we think of the famine years. Is there
Wmfwmpemwwhthmm*han abundance of
Here we see wo starving or ill-nourished people. Even

the boys who swarm over the train, beg for newspapers
:‘. ,lpokbdierloundndthxntheg:ﬂrenoim:mdd\c
n tin or Erfurt. These boys disdain to accept bread.

In Ukraine the landscape ditiers conspicuously trom that
~of Great Russia. No forests, ouly helds, helds without end.
The villages, with their friendly- g, whitewashed, dean
litfle houses, a r like oases in this endless plain. After the
apital of Ukraine, Charkov, has been passed, another cothiery
district ms, the Donez basin with 1ts immeasurable riches, as
yet scarcely’ opemed wp. The tram rushes past biast furnaces
and industrial villages. At Rostov om the Don the sea comes
wrfo view, and for some hours the train runs along the coast of
fire Sea of Asov. Here the North Caucasus begzins. lhe arable
fand 7s substituted by the steppe. No tree, no hiedd, far and
wide on the horizon only the dry and monotdnous steppe. Hiere
and there a pasture and a llock of sheep; dusty roads cross the

'h South Ukraine and North Caucasus new surprises
await the traveller from the North. Great fields of marrows

sim-flowers. The landscape becomes more and more southern
in character, the sky bluer and deeper. In North Caucasus one
sees the camrel bagf ridden. And then the fust mlls may be
seen, in the mrdst of the plam, the forerunners of the (Caucasian
On the horizon we ece the finely drawm outlines of
chan of the snow-covered moumtains of the Caucasus,
brus and Kasbeck peaks. Here begins the land of
and story, the primeval land of gold of the Greeks, now
stales Aserbaijan, Armema, and Georgia, the one-
utsky paradise, where the Mensheviki are wow disavo-
old program and conlessmg allegiance to the Soviet

to commmmism.
. oviet star and communism are the unrting and
_principle influencing this whole district. The grprm
from Moscow and travelling far into the country,
tery through which life flows. The commumists in
troe Argonauts, and they will find the golden Heece
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one of these carriages a Soviet official, a So '
e « _ _ , & Sovbour (So
. Ems) T li_rm are dcsxgngled in Russia, was havelfingv':n bszg
usiesd with his secretaries and typists. A collective notice to
the central control commssion of the CP. was at once dr:vnl

:xp ..I am conhdent that thts Sovbour will lose all inchnation to
]m\u in a‘sr\rﬂal car, and the railway management will equally
ose all inclinaton 10 qum special cars i such cases. ‘

E.C.C.L

The“ Criminal Attadk of the Zankoff
Government on the Bulgarian
Communisis

Fvents m Bulgana have reached the pass fore
Cnmmlcm as early as the day following pthr W[hmr:l‘p mr;
June 9. The wartmg athiude wrongly adopted by the leaders of
the Bulgarian Commuiist Party was utlized by the bandits
gathered around Zankkoff to establish their position and pass
over to the offensive. On September 12. Zankoff's bands. on ";e
pretext that the commmunists were alleged fo be planmngi a conp
d’#at, arrested thousands of comnmnists, ‘ncluding almost all the
responsible functiomaries of the Party. ANl communist news-

papers have been suppressed, all Party pohthe
destroved. pr pehtical organizanons

Zankoit's government spreads the lying report that ¢
prommsing correspondence with Moscow ha.f b«l'n hmhmir v:/)lTh
Comrade Kabakischiefi and other well known Party funcuonaries
who bave been arrested, letters from functionaries of ihe Co-
mntern are alleged to be amony the correspondence found.

I he mpr .soned leaders have t een declared to be huslag es,
inoas tened to shoot them s<ho Id VOILuhol y
and n threa n any revoluhonar

The F ) « 1res T
xecutive of the ( omintern declare tha 1{l repor ts
ffﬂdmg T f nspira 2 ah
of k"l‘ S, O 1 cons cy and the hke , are.m therous

The Zankoff government, fecling the ground slipping fro
under s feet day by day, finds iseli «'nmp:llﬁl 10 clilrﬁlg.ll 11?(:
most wretched straws, 1ts downfall s wevitable, and the fresh
provocations of the commumsts will only serve 1o accelerate this
downfall, Zankoff's following seeks some occasion lwrmshmg a
pretext {o proceed agamst the leaders of the Bulgarun prole
tanat. M. Zankoff, his mumsters, and the besi known of his
flunkeys, ought to remember that they will be calied o account
for thewr m sdeeds by the Buigarian workers and peasanis, and
by the international proketarial.  Zankoff, s nmanister s, and the

leaders o his hands. the supporters of s party, should not
forget that they will huve 0 answer to the Hm’guu:; workers for
the lives of the former leaders of the proletarian movenient .
Bulgaria.  Not one drop of the blood shed will be p.\rd()ﬂéd

them when the day of settlemcnt comes' Bulganan reaction may
rage as it will its days are numbered! Yellow Bulgarian so
cial democracy may comtmuve to do its ufmost 1o prove by s
example that there is no treachery of which a party of the
1. International is not capable, may grovel in the dust before
the Bulganan Fascistr the alhance of working class  and
peasantry will be ommipotent i a country lhke Bulgara the
moment that it is an accomplished fact. The tactics being pursued
by the present crimmal government contribute more than any-
thing else to the rapid realizafion of this alliance.

The Com ntern sends fraternal greetings 1o the Bulgarian
workers and peasants in their hour of severe (rial. The workers
and peasants of Bulgaria must reply to Zankoffs provocato
policy by closing thewr ranks, by organizmg illegal groups afl’
over the country, by mass agilation among the hundreds of
thousands and millions of toilers, and, when (he moment arriv«,"
by the formation of 2 workers' and peasants’ government

The wave of hate agamst the government of fthe White:
m«a trom!fs highekrt;_snnd higher; the moment will covllk,l
ulgarian wor and nts will mete out joet!
retribution for the brutality they have suffered. * M«
Organize for the protection of your interests! Of,
for the overthrow of {he Zankoff government! Organize
protection of your imprisoned leaders!
Long live the Bulgarian Communist Party!

Bulgdrll;zo?ng live the alliance of the workers and peasants

' "Executive Committee of the Communist International,
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THE CLASS STRUGGLE

IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES

The Latest General Sirike
in Argentina
By Andrés Nin (Moscow).

wn January of this year a German anarchist named Kurt
Wilkens threw, a bomb, in Buenos Aires, at Colonel Varel, the
leader of the pumitive expedit onary forces which shot down more
than 1000 workers in November, 1921, in Patagonia, a province
in the south of the Argentine Republic. This bomb killed Colonel
Varel on the spot. \lkens was arrested immediately.

The reactionary press, and particularly the Argentine
“League of Patriots”, a Fascist organization, raised a frightful
outcry over this assassination, and demanded the execution of
extraordinary measures of suppression n?amst the working class.
But Wilkens had the entire sympathy of all the working people
in (he country. As it was not possible for reaction to get rid
of the young German worker by legal mgthods—-capﬂal punish-
ment hav ng been abolished in Argentina—it resorted to a quicker
process: In July of this year a relation of Colonel Varel shot the
workman Wilkens whilst he was sleeping quietly in his cell. The
cowardly murderer, called Perez Mil, who had participated as a
soldier in the massacres of the year 1921 in Patagonia, had,
through a series of secret favors, contrived to obtain a situation
as warder n the prison

When the Argentine working class heard the news of
Wilken’s murder, it was filled with burning mdlgmhon. The
“Argentine Trade Union Federation”, which comprises the over-
whelming majority of the orgamzed workers of the country,
arranged a general protest strike at once. _Th'e central of the
anarcho-syndicalist “Reg onal Labor Federation”, as well as the
whole of the other independent trade umon:éJomed this move-
ment unanimously. The strike was commen on June 17. and
continued until June 19. It was an imposing demonstration of
the power of the Argentine proletariat, and of its determination
{o oppose the crimes of the reaction by every available means.

On June 10. the executve commitiee of the Argentine
Trade Union Federation ordered the general strike to be called
off, whi st the anarchists of the Regional Labor Federation de-
cided to continue the strike at all costs, and convenexi_a. mass
meeting for the same evenin Th s meeting was prohibited by
the authorities, but this prohibiton could not prevent a great
mulfitude from assembling at the meeting place. Here there were
collisions with the police, and a number of shots were fired oa
both sides. The harance yielded by the day was two dead and a
large number of vounded.

Te all appearances the decision to continue the str:ke, and
fo call the meeting, was the work of agen(s provocateurs n the
serv'ce of the capttalists and the police. The intention was to
raise a fresh wave of bourgeois reaction, and to take the oppor-
fumty of completely shattering the organization of the workers.
The continuation o{ the strike in the face of the contrary decision
of the Argentine Trade Union Federation meant no'hAm% more
nor less than the condemnation of the movement to certain failure,
the more so when it is remembered that the anarcho-syndicalist
central umites only a few organizations of little influence and
power.

The strike demonstrated at the same t'me that, despite the
present disorganization of the Argentine proletariat, the workers
are perfectly able and willing to take up and carry through the
fight under definite concrete slogans, and that t a.narchlsns.
wﬁo once played a most important role in the Argentine Labor
movement, are losing prestige and influence among the masses
every day.

The Communist Party of Argentina has utilized this move-
ment for the purpose of extending and strengthening its cam-
paign for the united front and for the consolidation of the
wos'!", ranks, and has done this in spite of the tactical errors
and mistakes made by the leaders of the Argentine Trade Union
Federation, which is at the present time the only important labor
organization i%the Argentine Republic.

— e

The Amsierdam and Hambur¢ Inter-
nationals and the German Tragedy
By Z. Leder.

At the moment when the “ leading ” capitalist ;f)owen-
France, Great Britain, and America—are driying haif of Eurape
deeper and deeper into the abyss of economic chaos their
piratical policy; when the imperialist robbers of sec dar
rank—[taly, gxlgana. etc.—are once more waving the torc
of world war over the powder casks of Europe; at this moment,
the task set the vanguard of the international working class
is clear and obvious. It is its daily and hourly work to rentind
the greal working masses, that it is solely the im rialist anta-
gonisms of various capitalist %roups which is to blame for their
misery, thaf only the seizure of power by the proletariat can save
them from hopeless anarchy; it must arouse the masses by
unceasing propaganda and agitation to mobilize for the struggle,
and prepare them for its inevitable end. )
fﬁ)ﬂw do the International Trade Umop,querahon_and the
Hamburg Socialist Labor International act in this situation?
Two years have passed since the Amsterdamers worked
out their program for Europe’s ¢ restoration ™, and for the
reconstitution of expiring eapitaism. This program was
approved by the leaders of the International of Muml_ers—‘-
the 2. International—and by thosem:( li‘k?:r |2%'rcl]::emahona,
and the bourgeois pacifists from al ci 1GE
it their bkssigg‘ Bﬁ? those with whom rested the decision cof
the fate of Europe would have nothing to do with it. America
demanded the payments due from England, England from France
and Belgium, all of them from—Germany. And then France
seized her * pledges” in the Ruhr area, Here we must %
a few words from one who stood as godfather to the new cod
of international law at Versailles, and who 18 now eng ged -in
writing articles about it in his capacity of retired rnxrr‘e_mln?ter.
“ French armies”—Lloyd George wrote recently—'invade 2
neighbouring country, occupy i, proclaim martial law, sgxzede
railways and undertake their management, put the press umder
compulsory laws, banish tens of thousands of the resident m
lation, send anyone to Yrisop. or even shoot him if he of :
resistance. And with all this they declare that. this is not to
be regarded as an act of war. It is only a peaceful occupntloo’:
for the purpose of forcing the execution of a peace freaty.
This state of afiairs has continued for eight months.
The International Trade Union Federation, which had resol\_r«:
at The Hague to summon the working masses to a gml:ér:
strike in the event of war danger,‘dgcxd.ed to appeal lo“( é-
League of Nations. The united socialist internationals fol Io'ed'
the 'same example at Hamburg, both refusmg obstmately, {o
cooperate with the Communist International and the Red Infer-
national of Labor Unions to bring the \;g:kmg masses in action
i the crimes of the mmperialist robbers ) L.
agamstAmr nine monthe of occupation came the Corfu mcnd.e‘illl.
Again 1 quote the words of (hat great ironist of thedVers? es
Treaty, lgoyd George: * Signor Mussolini bomba;'s a town
belonging to a country with which he is at pe.Fce. e oc‘cupns
a part of its ferritory by force of arms. hen he so«mnl,oyf
declares that this is no’ act of war, but a natural meaiure “
diplomatic caution. Force settles the conflict and makes ils
own Iaxvsd". A
nd what has the
League of Nations upon which the Amsterdam and Ha:nb.upl"gt
organizations have been building all their hopes for the pa;“e:g
months? We all know that it exercised no influence whatever.
And once more Lloyd George characterized this
blunt phrases in the Deutsche Aligemeine Zeitung:

treaty is a dead letter. A standing irony ©

the treaty, and which have most to gain by its execution.” -
This is how the facts appear

League of Nations from any * communist ambuscade 4
be tgou

ght that what has been rccognized“bﬂllaleogd %e ! ':
' But the

eirate into the brains of the
:vlzorkepr:' organized in trade unions all over the world ”,
patlis which these gentry pursue are mysterious mdaed.'
In a declaration issued .
of the Ruhr occupation, the English Amsterdamers

the invasion of the Ruhr valiey—as the chairman of the U v

General Trade Union Federation, leipart,very . appr

" > ‘.mm‘orl.‘:@ne-, P ——
I el . "

League of Nations accompliahéd-—’this

fact in a few
R
[ ' t part of the Versailles
stated without exaggeration, that a great pa y the. Eu;‘w
ituation is that the Versailles treaty is continually being flou
gl;u;:"e.gul:?y those countries which are the actual originators, of

from the standpoint “of |
witnesses who can by no means be suspected of slmdcmm

on January 24., the first_ month
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' *@ﬂ!d to memory n his Tetter greeting the British trade union
<st-as ‘“an altempt being made, by military means, to
rce a new order which was rejected by Great Britain and {he

WYhnited States at Versailles, a new order in Europe, based on
4 Rulir——Rhine frontier for-France, on the dism:mberment of
Germany, on the complete confrol of the German raw material

Key Industries by fthe French, and on the military dom nion
of France on the coatinent” It m ght have been expected (hat
this extremely sharp but accurate characterization n{ the Ruhr
invasian would be fol'owed by equally sharp measures {o be

os2d by fhe inlcrnational working cfass to the policy pursued
by the leadicg pirates ot imperialism. Tom Shaw, the secrotary
of the Socialist Laktor International, and at the same tim~ one of
the leading Ams’ercamers, recently expressed his views on this
stibject. He declared fo the editor of the Verwdrts: It was tle
propeganda of the Fnglish Labour Party which had taught public
opinion to regard the questions unseitled between Germany and
rance with justice and objectivity.” Tom Shaw then enlightened
the Vorwdrts edifor as to what the Fnglich Labour Parly and
the trade unions understand by “ justice and objectivity . To
the questicn concerning the “increased activity ¥ of England he
réplied with the counter question: ““What can Fngland reaily
do?” We have undertaken {o pay our debis (0 Am-rica, and th's
isa hea\gnbnrdcn upon us, The prorertied classes pay very higi
taxes. the other ‘hand, unemployment is rife.” We must
candidly state that we are unfortumately not in a position to
pay cvcryihin%_ and to heip everybody.”

" Thus: The irivasion of the Rubr villey is an attcmpt to
alter thé map of Furope according to the wishes of the French
impetialists by force of arms, an attempt {0 do that which
Was refused them at Versailles, and which is to be the foundation
of their military predominance on the continent. Might it not be
- expected that the Hamburg and Amsterdam Internationals would

l‘tpxito this predatory intention by summoning fhe internaiional

working class to rise in a determined struggle against France's
dés’gn? But far from it! England is not in a position ** fo pay
fling and help everybody ”. So Germany has 1o put up

ith it, that is, pay, or perish in the atiempt. This is what the
mburg and Amsterdgm organizations descrite as regarding
the Franco-German question with ** justice and objectivity ™.

] But tle Amsterdamers and Hamburgers have not only
sfudied the- German question with real  objectivity ”, but also
‘“arduovs endeavors”. Proof: their recent publication on
“The position of the Workim% Class in Germany ", an elaborate
{reatise of.IBQ pages (and no fewer {han 28 tables and diagrams).
The . “ objectivity ” and diligence with which this has FLeen
compiled are deserving of highest praice! Although the data
were Jong obsolete when the publigatﬂ)n appeared. For the
Vorwirts of 21st. September was able {o state that tie wages of
German worker had sunk, by the 18th. September 1023, to
one sixth of the actual purchasing power of his wages of 17
months ago! But what matter! The English Amsterdamers and
Jamburgers have accompanied their scientific studies by an
actual deed; at their trade unjon congrcss in the first week of
entber they resolved {o call upon tte Belgian and French
workers {0 so influence the policy of their countries, that peace
be ‘furthered among the peoples! The FEnglish cannot help
everybody, cannot pay everything; the English bourgeois is
already burdened with heavy taxation. But the French and
‘Belgian workers—these should whisper a serious word in (he
. ear of their Poincaré and their Theunis! Truly the word
intérnationalization is not merely a hollow sound on (he lips of
the Hamburgers and Amsterdamers.
-~/ Aud yet: the International Trade Union Federation exists!
The Vorwarts frequently announces the fact to the starving
srolehrlans. Just as often as it annouces that this Federation —
| “backed up by 20 millions of workers organized in trade unions "
=is coming fo their aid. And indeed it has come already! On
mber 18. it’ submifted a memorandum to the League of
| Nations. The Wolff agency and the Vorwdrts publish a synopsis,
‘we learn that:" 1. the Germans may pay—but in accordance
'ﬂﬁ'i' the tenets of Amsterdam justice, 2, that the present occu-
pation policy is disastrous, and 3. that the setflement of the
reparations can and must be an international question.
. The first act of the comedy has Leen played. Falstaff
has shown the people that he is “fighting ” in the cause
g l‘h:fo!:':s'lbnn?a hit t;hi}:taiter.before the court of his fellow
" ofore ' its es ea of Nations. i
Floth ifs office! \ gue tions. Let this now
* But {his dctor oo has played his
ond . commission of the p&n
held- on’ Sep
] ht u
g | § Rl

e 10 an end. In {he

: d 19, the reparatio i
on e &i&ig;ti:’m)! the iucniﬂifl;.fricla: firsey
i : a clar '
Nbarsfion e egates declared that a debafe
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drawn by its mover, Only the Danish delegate insisted {hat -

‘“ public opinion ” would not compreliend why the League of
Nations excludes the most important question of all from ifs
consultat’ons, and occupied ilself solely with small matiers instead
of great ones. Poor devill He undersfands nothing ‘'whatever —
he grasps neither the * stinging irony " of Lloyd George nor
the thea(rical performamce of justice arranged y Tom Shaw
Houhnuv. and Oudegeest! We propose that he be nominated
1ororatle chairman of the Amsterdem and Hamburg Inter-
na ronals,

Aiid now the Hamburgers and Amsterdamers have per-
formed (heir * class duty ": They have appealed (o the [eague
of Natous. If this has again failed (0 do anything well, that
is not the.r fault, and we must just wait until the League im-
proves. Meanwhile, however, the Amsterdamers and Hamburgers
will arrange for a fresh inquiry mto the rosition of the German

workers. Should they tlen ascertain that the 15 m-ilion prole-
tarians, whom Clem nceau and others have asserted (o be too
maoy an Germany, have died of starvation in the meanwhile,
well - then they w il say: We cannot Lelp evervbodv. We cannot

ay cvervihing.

Fhe Fnglsh btourgeaisie are already paying
eavy

"|\(‘\,

Aund Tow lung will the sincere German, Eaglish, French,
and Belgan proetatians permit themselves 10 ke 1ed by these
Judases?

THE WHITE TERROR

A Greeting from the Prisons
of Barbaric Finland

We have received the following. written on an
odd scrap of paper, {rom one of the prisons of the
Finnish White Terror. It s of interest as showing
‘he characteristic  attitude adopted by the Social
Democracy and the spirit wh'ch continues 1o animate
our comrades who are victims of tourgeos class
justice.  Ed.

- The teroiwc revolutionary rising of the working class of
Finland in 1918, 1s well known to all class-consc ous workers in
evary land. 1t s equally well known how the bourgeossie came
out of it victorious, esfabliching a most savage white terrory
during the per.od of which, 90,660 warkers of both sexes were
driven to concentration camps, where abcut 15000 where starved
to death, and scime 16,000 executed. All the labor organizations
were suppressed, of course.  Aud in this manner the demands
of “civiization'* were satisfied.

But the defeated workingclass rallied again. And in May
1920, the represen‘atives of the revolutionary workers gathered
together 1o establish the “Socialist Party of Finland”. By
breaking up that congress the bourgeoisie demous rated that the
“white terror” stll reigned. (The sooal-democrats, of cnnse
were allowed fo organize their party as early as in 1018.) The
workers replied to the action of the chief of police of Helsingfors
(the nstrument of reacton) by establishing the “Socialist Labor
Party of Finland” in June 1920. From that date our party has
been continually under fire. The bourgeo s have charged us with
receiving gold from the Russian Government. Their newspapers
tell hair-raising stories of our alleged underground-work. From.
the very birth of our party they have warned the ruling class of
our treasonable activities. These knights of the defence-guard »f
bourgeois law and order have pointed us out fo the state-police
(okhrana) as being plotters, who, with the help of the Red Army
of Russia, are trying to convert Finland into a Russian colony.
And thar efforts have not been in vam. Their labors have
born fruit.

Hundreds of the active members of our party are
langwishing in prisons and penitent'aries for being true to the
cause of socialism. But the fury of the bourgeoisie reached its
climax on the 3id of August, when the mass arrests of alleged
communisis were carried through. On that day all the members
of the party executive, and of our parliamenfary grmy) @0,
besides innumerable ordinary parly members were dragged
behind prison bars. All the party organs were suppressed and
the printing establishmemts and all other property of the party
confiscated. The number of arrested amounts to atout 300, -

According to bourgeois papers, we are to be charged with .
‘high-treason”.  And the sentences will be as heavy as the-law
allows. Newspapers are agitafing for that end already. A’ paper
published in the Swedish language, entitled Nyland writing of the
arrested communists demanded: “—most of tﬁvrm must be hanged
as a punishment f[or their crimes and as a warning to others
There are enough telephone-posts along the highways.” ﬁ

proof of-the barbaric instmcls of our burgeoisie! They are out
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¢o uproot communism. But they will see that the day of the
triumph of communism shall come. After rain comes sunshine.
, One will ask, what are the social-democrats doing now the
field is cdeared for them? They, of course, had to dun&(hdr
tactics in order to retain the support of the workers. Om one
band they condemn the governmeut for its actions againat the
communists, and on the other hand they back the same ermn-
ment by bringing evidence against us. t ough it is false. the
&th of August, some social-democratic leaders visited the Mi-
nister of the Interior hypncrmcnﬂv asking why such harsh ac-
tion had been taken against the commumists and on what geround
The rmunister rephed that such action was taken because the com-
munists are attempting to overthrow the government by force and
ith the aid of a foreign state. The chairrman of the Social-
Slemocr-hc Party, Vaino Tanner answered, according to the
official organ of the party: Sesialdemokraati of August 6th: “In
Sweden and En lamf.lhc Communists are allowed to talk freely
as much they p%cnst. Ouwur communisis, of coarse, are different,
for some of thrm are ready, with the ad of foreign power (o
destroy the independence of our countrv’. That 18 the man
charge agamst us. And the social-democratic leaders are testi-
fying it But how could they do otherwise without severing their
friendly relations with the government, which f\a}(s high salaries
to many of them In the Sosishdemoiraati ol August 17th, ap-
rs an appeal 1o the workers of this country t bears as a
E::dmg Leave the ( ommanist Pariy”  The appeal declares that
the communists have no right to defend the attacked communists
of Finland. And the article ends with the following appeal to the
workers i} vou dor't want to vield up the independence of
Finland if vou don't wanl to he defeated in the struggle against
the bour geoisie of this couniry, there is at least time (0 denonun. ¢
commanist princtples, fo leave (hat (communist) partv, and (o
return to the old Social-Democratic Party These few
quotations show the game being played by the social democrat'c
leader- in the suppression of our party
We felt somewhal encoutaged when reading in the papers
that <omrades n Norway have boycotted a Finnish bourgeows
choir on 1ts visit 1o Christiama and that the Communist youth of
Norway are heading the boycott-campa gn agamnst the bourgeoisie
of Finland  1: is a fine exemple of international class sohdarity
We n the prsons of barbaric Finland want 1o proclaim
to the workers of the world, that although we are in chains behind
irons bars, we are not defeated. The struggle will be carried on
by those outside, whatever form t wil take. In Comrade Ralph
phn's words: “We make a vow no !ryant might shall make
us bend a knee’ Jailed or free we will fight for the common
cause of the proletanat.
On behalf of the impr soned Commumists of Finland.
One 1n chains

Helsingfors, August 24th. 1923

THE COLONIES

The Political Situation in China
and the Communist Party

The following Statement has been issued by the
Executive Commutiee of the Communmist Party of
China.

The present political crisis i China has its roofs in events
ow Im% past. Li-Yuan-Hungs's overthrow from the presidency
by the Tsao clique is only one of the many crises which have
followed one another in rapid and uninterruped succession. If
the people are taken by surprise by the latest events, but do not
accord sufficient attenfion to the fundamental causes underlying
them, how is it to be expected that they can find the right way
of saving their country, shaken as it ia by these crises?

Twelve years have passed since China was declared a republic.
And yet Pih-yang's militarism, which is entirely inconsistent
with a republic, exists now as then. First came Yuan-Schi-Kai’s
poup d’état, the restoratdn of the monarchy by Chang-Hsun, the

tation of the country by the Anfouist club, and finally the

igues of today, the work of Tsao Kun. This endless chain of

rest was the natural consequence of the existence of the mili-

power of Pih-Va’r_\g, who works hand in hand with the

ign imperialists. The longer this military power continues

m‘;‘l, the greater will be &Iinﬂ’s explonahyon by foreign im-

lists. Here we have the fundamental cause of the chronic
under which China is laboring.

Since the civil war of last year between Tshihli and

mﬂel, we know that the defeat of Chang-Tso-Lin signified
defeat of Japanese imperialism, just as & victory of Wu-

Pei-Fu was a victory for America imperiali$m. At that time the
Commuaist Party published a report on the political situation,
emphasizing that the reintroduction of a parliament, the creation
of a federaton of autonomous provinces, the return of Li-Yuaa-
Hung to the idency of the country, and the taking over of the
government E] Wu-Pei-Fu, would afl be without the slightest
effect in altering the situation. In our opinion, the possibi-
lity of saving China lies in the establishment of a democratic
united front, and in the continuation of the revolution until
victory is gained over the native militarists and the imperialist
powers backing them up. .

Tsao’s coup d’état was not a sudden change of government.
Since Fengtien's defeat last year, America has almost completely
supplanted Japanese imperiahsm mn l‘ckmg;. Already at that
time Tsao's followers tried to replace Hsu-Shih-Chang by Tsao.
The attempt was not successful, owing to the disuniteduess of the
Tshihli party, which believed that it could make use of Li-Yuan-
Hung as an occasional tool, and at the same time retain aﬂm
tical power in its own hands. After the conquest of the 1
and the uniting of the whole country under m'litary power, it
intended to have Tsao Kun nnmma\e«{ as legal and popuiar pre-
sident of the country, by means of election by a parliament ich
was to establish the constitution. It was confident of being able
to secure this election by means of bribery and terrorization of
the members of parhament. “‘Reunion of the country under mili-
tary power and the presidency of the country for the Pih-Yang
party'” these were the slogans of WuPei-Fu's policy.

" The Tlientsien group, [sae-Yui, and Oy, were however
anxious to make Tsao Kun president at once. But as Wu-Pei
Fu’'s power was still very strong, they renounced the idea at this
time. Poor Li-Yuan-Hung was thus ohhglgd tod serve as a tem-
porary cloak for the militar sts_of the Tsch:hli party. In the
meanwhile, the intrigues n the Tsao runy continued. As soom |
as 1t was finally realized that the establishment of the constitution
was mereiy a pretext on Li's part for the prolongation of his
presideacy, and that Wu-Pei-Fu was making no progress what-
ever with h.s conquest of the South, the T'enisien group was
placed 1in a position to supplant Li-Yuan-Hung from the presi-
dency. In this it was supported by the Americans, and by the
pro-American Christian E:neral Feng-Yu-Hsiang. Tsao derived
support not only from the army of tins general, but also from
the diplomatic clique assured him by the American subsidies.
His aim is fo seize political power by bribing the members - of
parliament and the army. -

Short-sighted people see the whole essence of the 0g;::hlu:!gl
crisis in the intr gues of Tsao Kun and Li. But the lem is
not so simple. Tsao only ventured to overthrow Li because he
fell certain of American support. This overthrow was the na-
tural expression of the cooperation of foreign powers with the
militarist, who are constantly causing unres! and’ provoking
political crises in Ch.na. But this overthrow is not the cause of
the preseni dangerous political situation. The cause of the in-
numerable political crises n China lies rather in the rule of the
Pih-Yang militarists, who suppress all democracy, work hand in
hand Wlﬁ'l fore'gn powers, and bargain away the rights of the
country. Vi we do not find means to put an end o this essential
cause, (he political crises will conhaue in the future as m
the past. .

Li-Huan-Hung, who seized pelitical power by force, udr
ordinated himself voluatarily to the militarists. As his presi-
dency possessed no tegal foundation, he made agreements with
the (y}ang Tschao-Tseng cabinet and with the parliament, both
of which were in the service of the mulitarists. An actual triple
alliance was brought about. Li approved ol the murder of
workers and studenls, senl agenis to Kwangtung and Fukien
to sir_up insurrections, and only joined forces with the milita-
rists for the sake of retaining his post ag président of the R
blic. His crimes are, however, by no means less numerous {lan
those of the Pih-Yang militarists. At present he is the of
the Tshen Hsueh-Hwe clique, which 1s fighting aginst Tsao
Kun. This cligue is now improving the opportunity to return
1o power. All the remaining enemies of the
utilize Li-Yuan-Hung as a puppet, would like to accompany fur
10 Mukden pr Hang Chow, and retain him as president. But this
solution is not acceptable to the people.

The Tuln—Cth—jui clique is the deadly enemy of the
Tchihli party. The crimes of the Anfuists are notorious all over
the worﬂi‘. These are also auxious to utilize the people’s hate of
Tsao for the purpose of re-establishing their own power. The
subordination of Tschang-Tso-Ling and Lu-Hung-tisimg to
Tuan signifies precisely the same as the subordination of Vu-Per-
Fu, Feng-Yu-Hsiang, and Chi-Hsieh-Yuan (o Tsao. Should an¥
change take place in the future, the candidature of the ‘Tshibl
party and of the Aniuist clique still remains. Both of these

upe receive support from the imperialists.

s20.Kun or of Tuan is in no way congruous with the
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of the country. The people will recognize neither Tsao nor Tu

a
should they succeed lxjrfoohmining ?ﬁiﬁal power for fhemservel;
~ and jn_forming their own government.

. The shameless, impudent, and brutal members of the
parliament have long enjoyed the support of Tsao-Kun. If there
are really any honorable and straight-dealing elentents amon
them, why do they not come forward? The organizations o
craftsmen, of workers, and of students, have been solemnly de-
prived bwrhlmcm of the right 1o speak in the name of the
geoglg. at section of the population then are represented by
y this parliament? The suggestion of moving the parliament
10 the South is entirely opposed 10 the views of the ptopr. Shoukd
the parliament really draw up the const:tution and elect the presi-
dent, then the people will declare its decisions to be null and void.

The generals in the South West, who maintain a powerful
army, violate the rights of the people. and shamelessly enrich
themselves, are not one iota better than the Pih-Yang mulitarists.
They allege their intention of creating a federation of autonomous
grovmces, but in reality they merely want to establish a federa-

on of autonomous Tutschunates (Brigands). But anyone who
thiuks thai this would signify a strengthening of the power of
fhe south-western provinces as opposed to the North, should
learn from the experience of the past that the question here s
ot one of aidug democracy (0 make s way against feudalism,
but merely of a struggle for ihe possession of certain territories.
Those advocating this plan are would-be politicians out of a job,
and (llese are anxious (o utilize the power of the south-western
provinces for their own nterests, or o support Li-Yuan-Hung's

. presidency.

The creation of an independent state and the appo niment
of a revolutionary quvemmcm will be a grea( tax on ‘:re, efforts
of our suffering and much troubled people. We have no wish to
dmitate the example of certain Korean nationalities, who sought
for reco%lnmon at the conferences of Versailles and Washigton,

thus to attain their object, but not moving a finger to

b the revolution. The miliarists who join forces - with

¢ powers are hated by us. But many of the people who
hate these militarists are nevertheless trying to gain the support
of foreign gowers for the purpose of crushing the militarists.
But those who are incapable of comprehending 5* close coopera-
tion between the militarists and the foreign capitalisis are equally
incapable of caliing any independent and autonomous sfate into

_We, on the other hand, demand a government created by the
 out of its own forces, a government arising out of the
olution. The people can never recognize a government ap-
Pointed and controlled by any imperiabst power.
. The combatling of Tsao in any ortbr ways ihenuoned
would nof correspond with the real feeling of the people.

.~ We hold the view that we mwst 3[!&5“, convene a natbonal
congress in some suitable place, composed of delegates from
&pﬂants' assocations, the trade unions, the students’ associa-

a‘lud the other craft organizations of the whole country.

_‘uh;::rlnl:e_m m‘ Peking Vns; {ool in the hands of the jeudal
mili , and is not recognized as represenfing the the
national congress, as the true represmet‘;tive of 3& wl\mt‘litx\
must take upon itself the task of drawing up the coastitution, of
bringing together and uniting he people, and of appomnting the
new Chingse government.

. This congress alone is entitied to deny an
{he right to rule over China in the name of the Chinese people.

e e new government of really revolutiomary nauonalsts
which will be called into beiag by the national congress will
break the power of the militarists all over China, and the power
i‘»(& foreign imperialists backing up the militarists. This

overnment will be no mere local government, but a real 's
government. And in no case will it be a government in which
militarists cooperate, and which is under the supervision of
foreign imperialists.

~ This is the sole way in which the Ch'nese can esancipate
mw&m from the double suppression of militarists and foreign

other organ

The R.LL.U.
- for the Japanese Proleiariai
s T e A e §

They were compelled ta suffer hunger and

burg 8.

. The positior of the Japanese workers is

difficult. An unparaleled natural catastrophe hal;o:es:;;?«ﬂmm
industry of Japan. It has destroyed those meagre means of
existence which constituted the wages of the workers. '

Many Japanese workers have died, many other

) p s hav
crippled and wounded, many are without worI(.y without a rix;ik?o
cover themn, doomed to death from starvation on account of the
lack of foodstuffs. And the Japanese bour S1e 1S Organizi
nself, it 1s gathering together all ihe forces of reaction in ordermt%
be able to transfer the whole burden of restoring the destroyed
Japanese industry on (v the japanese proletariat. ‘

Workers of all countrres, workin people
. S, of the wor
;io not forget your suffermg brothers n fapnn. help them, (‘uli:c‘l
unds for them - but now, immediatelv. In Japan, thousands of
workers, thousands p[ brothers belonging to the great inter-
national family of toilers, are perishing.
The Red Internaticnal of 1 abor Unwons L i
. h g calls 1fs organiza-
::ls to tmmedrately open a campaign for the collection o Iuynm
' b"he sufﬁ-n‘ng and needy Japanese workers Ag a first com-
r:':"bt:;m the Executive Brrean of the RILU gives 15000 gold
Workers of all countrres. support your brothers n Japan!

The Execut ve Bureau will
» Ul notfy 1 what manner the ¢
18 tu be remu!ted. ey

BOOK REVIEWS

Radek: The Struggle ot the C. 1.
against Versailles and against
the Capitalist Offensive*)

By Emul Hollenn (Berlm).

We publish the followwn,
Radek's recent book as mwch of the matter contaned
i this work has already a red i fughsh m the

reports of the last Session of the Lunlarged Ltxecutive
of the Commumist Inernatwonal. Ed

teview ol Comrade

~ We are living in times  pregnant  with  events  and
:Sgafcd by many tempests.  The hcﬁ':ﬂmt rard made by the

d Fasrrst_ clieftain Mussotini on Cireece, and the destruction
of Japanese impertahsm for many years to come by the terrific
natural catastrophe in the Far Fast, again shake the tottering
edifice of ‘f’l_’""'s' econaomcs and world peace (0 rts foundations.
The impertalist antagomism between France and Fngland becomes
daily more and more aggiavated, thanks to Powcaré’s obstinate
mdmm to secure control of the Ruhr «¢nal for trench
imperialism. At the same time ecomomic and socal struggles
are blazing up m every country  But it s in Germany that
the situation ts worst and most acute, for here the tabor pains
of approachwmyg soaal revolution are bemg felt in all ther
mtensity. The fear of Bolshevism induces the new Stresenmann
Hilferding goverument, under pressure from heavy industry. to
capitulate to the French Com ¢ des Forges, and at the same
time to make every arran for loading the toiling masses
with all the burdens resultant on thus capitulation. and for the
bloody suppressron of any sign of rebellion among the tortured
victims.

In these hmes of tremendous mper and foresgn pohnical
siress it 1s not only good and useful, but absolutely imperztive,
that the armies of fighting workers seek to obtain the greatest
m»k clanty on the causes, connections, and effects of the

and foreign political events and phenomena. They must
learn to recogmize that the national and social antagomisms and
collisions everywhere, are merely the delirions ravings of a
system  and condemned to  death by evolution,
and that the duty of most ntense pohitrcal activity and revolutwo-
mary hghtmg readmess s therefore uj them, f
are not to be drawn down mto the depths of the whrripool wy
disappearing capitalism.

. For this reasom Karl Radek's booklet comes just at the

right moment. It is a seasomable reprint of the given

:{Cmm&ltadckmjuncmd]n! of this year at sessiong
the Em Exeartive of the i

[nternational
of the Commmmist Youth Internationa fonal ! -q

"*) Karl Radek, “Der Kampi der Kommwmistischen
r;:opde ngrﬂ::ﬁmdm&ﬁeOMduw
hshed oy Nachi l&&m.l_
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In the earlier of these reports, Comrade Radek presents

the main foreign political events of the first hialf year of 1923
to the mental vision of the reader in the light of Marxist research
and dialect'cs. We are shown in succession the attempt made
by the British minister for foreign affairs, Lord Curzon, to
provoke Soviet Russia to war; the fiasco in which Lloyd Gearge’s
world political plan of improving the situation of British
economics by settl'ng the interallied debt problem and the German
reparations question resulted; the conclusion of the Anglo-
American debt agreement, intended to ensure for England the
uisite backing in her conflict .with France; England’s
ambiguous and provocatory tactics in the Ruhr conflict, which
spccuﬁxted on Poincaré’s pledge policy speedly bringing about
its own destruction and thus making possible the direct parti-
civation of England and America in the compromise to be
finally arrived at; the national treason of the German bourgeosie
and its social democratic accomplrces, who are anxious to
capitulate to Poincaré, but are seckinﬁ at any price to shift the
responaibibity for the surrender of the Ruhr on to the communists,
90 that the mass anger aroused by capitulation may fall on their
heads; the increasing ruin of German economics, and conse-
quently of world economics, as a result of the Ruhr war; the
hquidation of the Washington agreement ,which aimed at fettering
Japan in the Far East, but is ed and circumvented by
the whole of the powers participat'ng, whilst victimized Japan
seeks to protect elf against possible armed conflict with
England and America by concluding peace with Soviet Russia.

Radek draws a number of conclusions from the situation
described. Firstly, that the attempt fo restore the ruined
economy has proved a complete failure, and that the total
economic breakdown of Europe is %‘oing forward with every
increasing rapidity. Secondly, that the great war has not been
followed by disarmament, but rather by a mighty increase of
armaments, so that the danger of war is much %mter and more
imminent at the present day than in the year 1914. Thirdly, that
revolutionary Soviet Russia i1s again exposed to the danger of a
capital'st attack, and that it is a question depending solely on
the international proletariat if an attack of this nature is to be
repulsed by Soviet Russia alone, or if the whole proletariat
will take part in a counter-attack. Fourthly, that the German
working class, and with it the Germaa revolution, is in a position
of the greatest danger, for the German bourgeo'sie and French
militarism will alike exert every endeavor to drown it in blood,
g0 that the French Party finds itself confronted with difficult
and responsible tasks. Fifthly, that the revolutionary movement
in the Orient is likewise threatened, imp!{‘i:g special fighting
duties for the British Party and the English labor movement.
Comrade Radek closes this report by pointing out that the
tomplete failure of the three reformist internationals on the
occasion of the Ruhr occupation, despite their heroic s‘reechcs
at the Hague, imposes upon the communists the duty of
realizmg the full significance of this failure and its consequences,
and should show them the necessity of not standing aside as
spectators in international political questions in the future,
but of ttkin¥ a more energetic part than ever before, as the
champions of the proletariat.

The second part of the booklet deals with the sl.lckmini
of the capitalist offensive and the task of the C.l. Here Radel
first points out a number of facts: Weakening of American
reaction through the rise of a promising Farmer-Labor Party;
disintegration of tfe liberal bourgeoisie in England accompanied
b{ simultaneous increase of strength in the working class; decay
ol the Bloc National in France and strengthening of the
influence of the communists; embarrassing dilemma of Italian
Fascism, which as the tool of big capital i1s unable to keep any
of its promises to the peasants and workers, and will have to
suffer the consequences of this before long; growinF acuteness
of the antagonisms between the separate strata of the bour-
geoisie in Germany, despite their common offensive against the
working class; and, finally, the Bulgarian upheaval, not as the
fruit of a mass movement, but as the result of a military plot.

All these facts do not mirror the victory of counter-
revolution after a iod of revolution, as maintaied by Otto
Bauer, but rather the struggle of young and growing revolution
with counter-revolution. ‘

The object of the capitalist offensive was to turn back
the wheel of history to the times before 1914. This at -has
been a failure, politically and ecomomically. Soviet Russia

more seecure firm than before. ca of y
fof a

; state system is| béing- opposed by the “developthen

‘new _state system, the 1an, an!i,the.Unicn_‘o! Soviet
republics in former Russia is the first example lojt_.s‘yml.
g capitalist offensive bas atready paseed: ite ;niﬂlfh

* unite fo defeat the enemy, capitalism!

8 in. numerous countries are increasing in streagth

again affer a period: of retrogression. The Engligh labor move.
ment is gaining class consciousness and class strength, In France = |
the latest bye-eléctions show a m'ghty increase of votes for the
Communist Party. In Germany one wave of strikes follows
another. And, even in Hungary, the White Terrer cannot terrify
the working masses any longer into abandoning defensive and
offensive struggles.

~ But does this increasing determination 'to fight, now
evident amoag the proletariat, %ind an echo in the international
organizations of the reformists. Not in the least. The H
conference proved to be nothing more than,a fresh impudent
bluff on the part of reformism.: The leaders of thé Amsterdam
trade unigns and of the two social democratic internationals
are resolved, in spite of all their heroic .declamation, to dtive
the proletariat imto war, again without a struggle, as in 1914
And the Hamburg am‘:gamat.on congress - of = the 2. -and
2%. Internationals sho that the reformists are not only
obviously unwilling to fight, but are systematically endeavoring
to prevent any fight on the part of the workers.
This changed s'tuation is again reflected in the application
of our united front tactic. The failure of our cﬁortsp‘go f;g'
a common front, with the reformist leaders is something positi
taken in a historical sense. For the action of the 2. Internati
has been the most ivocal to the workers that’
International does mot want to fight af all, and the" recognition
of th's fact sows the seed of dissolution in its ranks. We oursely
have also committed many errors in the application of the united
front tactic, as for instance in Saxony, and ‘such mistakes st
be avoided in future. Above all, we ourselves must show 10
sign of irresohition, to the workers we must always appear as
a steadfast fighting phalanx, clear of purpose and of aim.
It is only thus that we carry the working masses along Yl(h'
us, as our successes have already proved. ‘ 1

The chapter dealing with questions of political m

&

and our relatious to Fasciem deserves special attention at’ the
present time. Regardless of the shrieks of open or cor ‘
counter-revolutionists, the revolutionary - proletariat - must “go -
straight forward to its goal of al?liﬂing and destro ing.:,_m
fighting front of the bourgeoisie. For the victory. of t‘e prole-
tar‘at and the maintenance of proletarian power are only cefiain
when they are not opposed by a united bourgeois front. ;
working class must therefore seek for active or passive a
among the social strata orpressed and decimated by capital;: .
as, for instance, the intelligenzia and petty bourgeoisie in 1”!
and country. - %

_ Fascism does not precisely~imply counter-revolution, ut,
it is a proof that those who do want the proletarian rey
tion and the rule of the proletariat find themselves inevitab
degraded to the role of instruments for the reconstitruction of
capitalism. Our tactics towards the nationalist movements must
be adjusted in accordance with their social' character.  We must
fight such movements relentlessly when they are tools ‘of big
capital, but when they represent ser’ous arti-capitalist t ncies,
we must attempt to ca them by way of their class and
national interests, - In ny the ‘desperate situation of the
state and the economy renders this quest:on more burning than
elsewhere, We must epared for the sharpest armed conflict
with the Fascists, but must at the same time never mgm'ﬂn
political struggle against the false ideology of the national |
so that we may win over the s‘ncere national pe(tly bourgeois
elements organized in the ranks of Fascism, or at least pre
uron them no longer to act as open enemies. The dictatorship
of the proletariat lays claim to r:rnsa‘n the nation  through
the wo?(ing class. Theth defence Oerfguny against l"l'!mhf
imperialism is not only the prerequisite for an improvement of
the material situation of the worker today, but is,.beyond |
this, the means of leading the whole suffering people towards,
a better future. The prejudiced shrieks uttered by the :defenders
and accomplices of capitalism in Germany agaiust the “nationa-
lism” of the commumsts are the best proof of the co fiess |
of the communist tactics, which threaten to deéprive thesé ‘gen-
lemen of their counter-revolutionary shock troops. For..ug-the
watchword must remain: The cont'nuation of our endeavors to
find alliés for the impending revolutionary struggle, that all may
L4

Even this slight summary of the problems treated in
Radel’s bookl:} suf to show ’its‘,tmrmdom .importaince for
the s ¢ every

truggleés of the international Pmkhnl t. A
worker, and parficularly every active functionary, shotle only
obtiin’ this parphilét, but should comvert “its’ ~conterts” imte 2
perriianént wertal posséssion. = ° 4 e i
by Friedrichstadt-Druckerei G, m.b. H., “Berlin .
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