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'I’Ijje,.Economic Situation of Soviet Russia®

By L. Trotzhy. -

1. The question of the direction taken by the economic
development of Soviet Russia must be understood and estimated
from {wo different sfandpcints by the class conscious workers
of the -whole world: firstly, from the standpoint of inferest in the
welfare of the first workers' republic in the world, its perman-
ancy, its sirength, its enhanced weil-being, its evolution towards

cialism; and secondly, from the point of view of the lessons and
conclugions fo be drawn from Russian experience, by the prole-
tariat ‘of  qther countries for application to constructive activity
after seizure of siate power.

2. The methods and ra idity of the economic constructive
activity of the victorious proletariat are determined by: a) the
stage pf development which has been reached by the productive
forces, not only in the general economy, but in its separate
branches, pad especiallyy‘ in the reiations between indusiry and
agriculturs; b) the level of culture and organization of the prole-
tariat as the ruling class; c) the political situation subsequent to
the seizure of power by the prolefariat (resistance of the fallen
bourgeois rlasses, the aftitude of the petty bourgeoisie and the
peasantry, ‘the extent of the civil war and its consequences, mili-
tary interventions from outside, efc.).

i~ The more develored the productive forces of a country, the
higher,-the. level ot culture and or%aniution of the proletariat,
and the weaker the resists«ce of the fallen classes, the more rapid,
sysiematic, regular. a.._ uccessful can the transition from capi-
falist to socialist economics be carried out by the victorious

proletariat.

... A remarkable combination of historicai circumsiances has
willed it that Russia is the first country to fread the path of
socialist evolution. and this, although Russia, despite the far-
reaching concentration of the most important brs of it in-
dusiry, i1s economically backward, although its masses of workers
and pe 18, despite the extraordinarily admirable revolutionary
peolitical qgn.ﬁ ty of the proletarian vanguard, are backward in
culture and organization.

™) These theses formed *e foundation cf the repor! given

b mie, at the 4th congress of Se Comintern, on the question of
fbye moqc posilion‘o! Savie. Russia. ' ! |

E
]

These contradictions in the econtmic, social, and ‘political
structure of Russia. and the fact that the Soviet republic has been,
and remains, surrounded by capitalism during the whole of its
existence, determine the fate of the economic constructive
work of the workers’ and peasants’ government, determine the
changes made in this constructive work, and the reasons for
adopiing the preseat so-.alled New Economic Policy.

3. The complete expropriation not only of the larger and
middle bourgeoisie, but also of thee(;)e"‘ bourgeoisie in town and
counfry, was a measure necessifated b, economic expediency and
political necessity aiike. The continued rule of capitalism over
all the rest of the world, had the effect that not only the Russiam
large bourgeoisie, but even the petty bourgeoisie, did not believe
that the workers’ state could be mainfained. and this disbelief
led to the formation of reserves for the bourgeois large-agrarian
<counter-revolution. Under these circumstances the resistance of
the bourgeoisie could be broken, and the Soviet power maintained,
only the complete expropriation of e bourgeoisie and of the
exploiting upper strata of the village population. Victory for the
workers' state was only secured by this determined and ruthless
policy, which forced the vacillating ‘masses of the speasaniry to
choose between the resforation of the land-owners and the wor- -
kers’ state,

4. The workers’ state tius came into possession, imme-
diately on beginning to exercise its power, of the whole of the .
industrial undertakings, down to the *ery smallest. The mutual
relations of the various branches of ‘edustry to one another, had
already been thrown completely out of bafance and order Ionﬁ
before the revolution, by the reconstruction of industry during an
for the war. The personnel of the main apparatus of economic
administration had either emigrated or was occupied at 'he
White fronts. In 8o far as certain elements were still present in
Russia, these sabotaged where they could. .

The conquest and mainfenany. - © power by the working
class was purchased at the price of » ®id and ruthless destruc-
tion of the whole bourgeois rr~  of economic administration,
from top to bottom, in ev rtment, and all over the country.

~ ﬁese were the condifions under which the en.c~I'aq “war
communism” originated.
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5. The most urgent fask of the xlew regime consisted in .
securing the food supply for the towns and for the army, The
imperialist war had already forced the cliange from free trade in
corn to mronopoly. The workers’ state, hiaviny destroyed all the
organizations of trading capital under the pressure 0. the civil’
war, was naturally unable to make a beginning by reestablishin
free trade in .corm. It was obliged to replace the ccmmercia

' ‘apparatus which .it had desfroyed, by & state apparatus, this

working on the basis of compulsory’ colle#tio:}' of the surplus pro-

duce of agriculfural underfakings.

The -distribution of food-stuffs ana other articles of con-
out {a uniform state ration
almost completely irrespective o -he |qualification and pro-
ductivity of the receivers. This “communism” was rightly named
“war communism”, not only because it replaced economic mzthods
military ones, but because it served military purposes above
It-was not a question of securing a systematic dcve-

lopment of ‘economics under ‘the prevailing conditions, but of

4. . securing the food supply for the army at the fronts, and to
* prevent the working’ ¢
‘munism- was the regime of a besieged fortress.

ass from dying out altogether. -War com-

6. In the sphere of indusiry a roughly centralized apparatus
this apparatus pursued
‘of the industrial under-
by the war, the pevolution, and the s2"o-
: on. Something resembling a uniform plan was ob-
fained only by utilizing thé existing productive _forces to an in-

rh 'considerable extent.

peedily
ropean proletariat, this
«war in Russig to an
_ but the resultant cloger relafions of Soviet
Russia’s economy with those of the more| highly developed prole-
possibilities of organi-
for the Russian prolétariat. In that case the
ansition “war communism” (a real socialism would doubt-
less have been ‘carried out in a much Shorter time, and without
the convulsions and retreats which is lated proletarian Russia

B
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.. 8. The economic retreat—or, fo k more correctly: the
; at the econemic front—was perfectly unavoidab'e
as soon as fhe fact was ﬁnal!¥ establigshed that Soviet Russia
was confronted with the task ol constructing her own economy,
its own organizations and technical resources
mnite period required to/prepare the proletariat -

'
i
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{absolutely impossible to

The ‘counfer-revolutionary events i
Was quite impossible to further
economic methods of socia

ry. The revo

21, showed that it wa

that it

many,
\the sense of a prepara-
majority of the working
{Were contemporaneous,
st reciprocal connection.

'a_qualified sense, for
d was the necespity, in Germany as in
od of preparation : a new economic course
transitional dem nds and for the united

) R

tory siruggle fowards winni

‘class. Tﬁe'ae two mo’y'ementl;g of retrea
» ve seen, in the clos
ey can only be. designated as retreats
demonstra

Russia, a fight
in the West, : N

. 9. The Soviet sfate furned from the methods of :‘war com-
to the methods of the market. The compulsory collection

i replaced by faxes in kind, the
given the possibility of freely selling its
et; monetary traf i]was ‘restored, and a
rate of exchange; the

' re-introduced info the
ere again made de-
workers; a number
mgs were let to private:
er_ of | the “New Economic
, of its methods and

‘surplus in fhe ma

Principles of commercial calculation w

¢ oulput of
of small and medium indus:rial underta in
8.  The essential

~ 10. After five years of existence |the Soviet republic, its

- économics can be roughly ovtlined as f lows:

 the state. About 95 per
nd i | 'sposal of the peasaniry for
taxce in kind paidito the sfate by the peasaniry in
the course of the past year amounted {o E’é of

: r 300 million pu
c“oo;:,e crop, approxvmately th 1 ‘pgxarterg of a medium

; ; (1]« g
The -entire rajlway system |(more than 63,000
stale praperly. “The employees and workmen
| S
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a) All land and ground belongs {
le land is at th{m

' on;oguarler of the pre-war ymport and a twentieth of the

ntimbering more than 800,000 perform at the present time, about
one third of the work done beiore the war. - -

- €) All indusirial undertakings belong {0 the sfate. The
most imporiant of these (mrore tian 4,000 undertakings) emplo
abolN a mullion-wdrkers, and are conducted by the state ifsel
Abaitf :4,000 undertakings of seccnd and third rank, employing
about 80,000 workérs, are let on lease. FEach siate enterprise
employs on an average 207 workers, each leased underfaking an

‘average of 17 workers. But of the leased undertakings only

2bout one half are in the hauds of private persons; the other
half ‘have been leased by separale siate bodies or cooperative
organizafions. 3 ' '

d) Private capital  operates at the Fresent time chiefly in
the gphere ot commerce, According to the first calculations which
have becn made, bit which are only approximate and unreliable,
about 30 per cent of the tola commercia! turnover falls to private
capital, the remaining 70 per ceut consisting of sums owned
by the state organizatiops and the cooperative organizations clo-
sely |corinected with'the state, s :

| e) Foreign trade, amounting during the current year to
pre-war
t, is completely concentrated in the hands of the state.

| 11. The methipds of war communism, that is, the methods
of ag extremely crude centralized registration and distribution,
are replaced by theé new policy: by market methods;_by. buying
and seiling, comnefc.a. calculation, and competition. Bat in this.
market the state playe ‘the Meading part as the most poweriful
properly owner, and buycr and seller. The overwhelming majo-
rity of the {:roductiye forces of indusiry, as well as all means of
railway tratiic. are directly concentrated n the hands of the state.
The -activity of the:state economic organs is thus controlled by
the market, and also {o a ccnsiderable extent directed by it.
Commzrcial caiculajion and competition serve for ascertaining if
the separate undertakings are working profitably. The market
scrves ‘as the conneciing link between agriculture and industry,
between town and couniry.

12. In so far. as a free market ex:sis, it is inevitable that
private capital should function in it, angd that this should enter
into campctition with state capital, at first in commerce only, but
later it attempts (o Eene(rate into :ndusiry. Civil war between
the proletariat and,the bourgeoisic is being substituted by com-
petitionl between pro'etarian and Lourgcos industry. And just
as one of the main ‘poinfs of contest in civil war is the political .
conquest of the peasantry. in the same manner the present
struggle revolves chiefly "around confrol of the agricultural
market. In this struggle the proletariat has mighty advantages
on its side: the most highly developed productive forces of the
couniry, and the state power. The bourgeoisie. on the other hand, -
possesses the advantage of greater ¢4ill, and fo a certain extent
of connecticTc' with foreign capital, especially that of , the
emigrants. . =
. 13, Special emphasis must be laid on {fie taxation policy of
the workers’ state. and on th2 alliance of the credit institutions in
the hands of the sfale these being powerful mediums for securing
the ascendancy 'of state forms of economics, that is, of for.ns
socialist in tendgncy, over private capifaiist forms. The taxation
policy is one permitting increasingly greater portions of private
capitalist incomes tp be utilized for sfate purposes, not only in
agriculfure’ (taxes in kind). but also in commerce and industry.
In this manner even private capital (the concessions!) is com-
pelled h{ the proletarian diclatorship {o pay tribute to the socialist
accumulation now beginning.

On the other hand the commercial industrial credit concen-
trated in the hands of the state, supplies (as is ‘proved ‘by the
statistical data of {he lagt few months) the state undertakings to.
the extent of 75%, the cooperatives 20%, and the private under- .
takings 5 per cent at most. J : ,

14. The asserlion of the social democrats, that the
Soviet state has ‘“‘capitulated” to capitalism, is thus an obvious
and cride distortion of the actual facts. As a matter of fact
the: Soviet state is following the economic path which it would-
doubiless have pursued ' in the years 1918-1919, had not - the
imperative demands of the civil war obliged it tfo completely
expropriate the bourgeoisie at one blow, fo destroy the bour-
geois ‘economic appara(us, and to replace this by the apparatus
of war-communism.'

. 15. The 4nost important political and economic result
of the new econamic é)ohcy is the real and permanent under-
standing aftained with the ‘peasnn(ri which is stimulated to
extend and intensify itc operations Ié admission to the free

w years, especially the

ex

market. The experience of the last
increase of winter . crops, afford every reason fo expect a
continuéd and. sysiemafic _bettermend” of agriculture, This. -

signifies not only the. creation of a reserve of foodstuffs for.
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: ARmia’n‘;indmtrid" ~.clo, ment, but a highly. hnpoMt reserve

.« of \goods for foreigi. : ... From now onwards, gussian corn
- will a in ever increasin, uantities. in the [European
,market].’ pe_}rhe significance of th‘xs -iﬂc;or for the socifliist revo-

lution in the West is obvious. - -
~ 16. The branches ot industry working for immediate

i consumption, and especially for the rural markel, have made

undoubted and very noficeable progress during the first year of

the new economic policy. The situation of heavy industry is
- admittedly still extremely  difficult, but this backwardnéss ot
_ heavy mndusiry, caused solely by the condi.ions obtaining during
. the last few years, will be relieved in proportion to the progress
{ made in the reconsfruction of the exchange of goods; real
~impefus can only be given to the develooment of machine
~ building, metal working, and:fuel production, which are
, maturally sure of receiving the utmost attention from the staie,
- after the first successes have been obtained ‘in agriculture and

light industry. The state will extend its economic = sphere,

- confenirate an ever-iicreasing furnover capilal’ in |ifs hands,

. origina) socialist”) accumulation.

%

and then renew the fundamental capital by mecans of state, (the
” ' here is-atsolu'ely 16 reason
1o assume that slate accumulation will proceed more slowly
than _private capifalist accumulaiion, and that private capifal
is thus likely to come out of the struggle as victor.

17, In so far as foreign capilal is concerned (mixed

companies, concessions, efc.) the role played by it in Russia,

* apar{ irom its own exremely hesifating and cautious policy, is

‘determined by the considerations and calcuiations of the
workers' state, ‘which invariably preserves the limits required
for the maintenance of the state economy ‘when granting
- industrial concessions or enfering into commercial contracts.
- The monopoly of foreign trade is in this respect an extra-

* ordinarily imporiant security for socialist development.

i 18, Despite this .fransference of ils economi¢s to the
pr-inci‘ples of the market, the workers’ siate does not renounce
the plan of sysiematic ecopotnics, | not even for the coming
period. The fact alone that the whole railway system and the
~ overwhelming majority of indusirial undertakings are exploited
. dnd ﬁna:lclgf by  the stale, = renders a combination *of the
‘centralized state conirol over these undertakings™ with the
. aufomatic control of the market inevitable. The sfate conceniraies
more and more attention on heavy indusiry and mweans of
- traific, as economic . fundamentals, and adapts its policy with
-regard to finance, revenue, concessiofis, and imposts, fo a very
great degree to the requirements of these factors' Under the
arcumstances of the present period the state economic. plan
.does not set itself the Utopian task of substiluting universal
revision for the elementary effects of demand and supply. On
¢ ‘contrary: sfarting from the market ag the fundamental form
- of disiribuiion of economic. produce and of regulation of pro-
- duclion, {he present economic plan aims at securing the greatest
possible dominance of the state undertakings in the market by
means of combining all.factors of taxation, indusiry, commerce,
and credit, and at establishing the reciprocal relations between
these undertakings on the highest possible degree of previous
calcalation and uniformity, so that, supporied by the market,
the stafe can progress rapidly, especially in the ‘sphere of the

- reciprocal relations- between the state undertakings, F

‘¢ - 19." The inclusion of the peasaniry in the 'syslemaﬁzed )

,state plan of economics, that is, of socialist ecoriomics, is a still
" more complicated and tedious task. Cooperative organizations
controlled and directed by the state are paving the way ‘towards
this by satislying the most imperative needs  of the

. peasant and his enterprises. This process will be carried out

. creased quantity

3

- Tendering

be a'lrottgd to

. with the greater economical rapidit
of the products of town industry which can
the ‘vill through the infermediation of the

operative societies. But the socialist principle can only be
g letely victorious in the I[;::'ovip(:e of agriculture after the
electrification of agriculture has been accomplished, and the
Dbarbaric disunity of agricultural production put an end to.
* The plan of electrification thus forms an important constituent
of the collective state economic plan, and as its importance
will ch&lug in Krop%moq fo the incr:.lase of the “?ro{ductive Fowler
. Ot agriculture, it will gain in ascendancy in the future, finall
ndering’ it the iﬁrdamenlal of -the whole socialist economy. 4
| 20. Economic orﬁamzatxon consists of fhe correct and
1 ul distribution-of forces and means among the various
ranches and undertakings, and in the rational, that is, the
forces- and means. within

NG Lo

: ._egd;;underhkingt.i Capitalism i‘t_(ai;l:e 1thi.v. a:iim by supply ’and
‘demand, compefition, favorable markels, and crises, ialism

same aim by fhe conscious comstruction of the
: \ :
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in proporfion to the id- -

national and then of ““the world economy, as a uniform '
whole, on a general plan founded on the existing means of
production and oa the existing requirements, and thus completely.
comprehensive and at the same time extraordinarily - elastic.
Such a plan cannot-be made a priori; it has to be worked out in
accordance with the economic inheritance bequeathed to the

“proletariat by lh&,paat.‘md systematic alterations and recons-

tructions are lo Be made, with increasing boldness and decision
in proportion fo the increasz of economic 'experiem:e,and
technical powers of the proletariat. 2

21. I is quite clear that a long epoch must inevitably
elapse belween the capitalist regimé and. complete socialism,
and that during this epoch the proletariat must make use of the
methods andtforms of organization of -capitalist intercourse
(money, exchange, banks, commercial calculation) for the
purpose of gaining “an ever increasing control of the market, .
to the end that this may become so centralized and unified as fo be
finally abolished, and repaced by a centralized plan based on the
whole previous economic evolution, and forming the ' pre-
requisife for the further develorment of economics. Tha Soviet -
republic is npw. treading this path. But it is only at the
beginning of 'the path, and still far from the goal. “The fact
that the Soviet republic was comﬁelled by conditions 1o’ adopt . :
war commugism, and forced by the delay "of the revolution in
the West to t a -cerlain retreat—a retreat however more
formal than material—has veiled the picture, and has afforded
opportunity to the petty bourgeois opf)onents of the workers’.
sfate to speak of a capitulation to capitalism.” .In reality however,
the course of evolution in Soviet Russia is not from socialism,y
to capitalism, but from capitalisim—temporarily ‘pressed against
the wall by . the methods of so-called war communism—to
socialism. ]‘

22.  The assertic. that the decafy of productive forces in Rus-
sia is a resul{ of the irrationality of the socialist or communist ,
economic methods is completely untenable and historically absurd. -
In reality this decay was above all a result of the war, further -
a result of the revolulion in the form it took in Russia, that
of a prolracted civil war. The French Revolution, which created
the premises for the mighty capitalist development of France
and of the whole-of Europe, had for its immediate result the
grealest devastation and ‘economic ruin. 10 years aiter 'the
beginning of the French Revglution, France was poorer than
before the revolution.. The circumstance that in the Soviet
reoublic, indusiry did not produce more than a quarter of
the average pre-war pxo:luc;ivhf' during lhe‘rast year does
not prove the failure of socialist methods, for it has mot
even been possible to aprly these yet, but.solely the greatness
of the economic ruin inevilably attendant on pevolution as such.
But so long as human class society exists, every great advance
will have to be paid for by the sacrifice. of huinan lives and
of material, ' wheter the ~tramsition be from “feudalism o °
capitalism, or the incomparably more far reaching transition
ifrom capitalism to socialism. ‘ j

23. The above answers in itself the question as to the
degree in which the economic policy designated as new in Russia,
forms a.necessary ‘stage of every proletarian revolution. Two
elements must be -distinguished in the new economic . policy: ,
a) the -moment of = “retreat” characterized ,above;;.g;)fclﬁye.
economic management of the dprolelarian state on the basis of”
the market, with all its me(kods, procedures, and arrangements,’

a) As regards the “retreat”, this can also occur in other
countries. as -the result of purely political - events, in conse: .
quence of the necessity, in' the rush.of civil war, of de riving the
enemy of a considerably greater rumber of undertakings than
the proletariat is economically able o orgamize, The partial®
retreats resultant on this are likely fo occur in every single
counfry, but in other countries they are not likely to bear so
severe a character as in agrarian Russia, where -the acfual
civil war did not actually begin until after the proletariat had -
seized power,. To-day we can no longer doubt that in the
majority of capilalist couniries the proletariat will only come
into power ‘affer an obstinate, severe, and lasting ‘civil war, in
other words, the proletariat of Europe will have to strike at - -
the roots of the enemy’s power before conquering state power.
not after this conquesf. In any case, however, the resistence o
the  bourgeoisie—military, / political and economic—will be-
weaker in \g;qporﬁon to ‘the' number of countries in which' the *
proletariat already seiz wer. This means. that the
moment of armed conquest of industry, and the following -
moment of economic retreat, will 'probably }pl:g'fan incomparably -
nltzwr_e_ insignificant réle in other parts of the world than in -
ussia. 4 L3 A PIBL : 4
b) As regards the utilization of methods and organizations '
made by upltfﬁicm for regulating our eeononmg, all workess’

daciSs ; {2 Bl e N s L

.
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is sla on the road from capitalism to socialism; in cih.r
ggrds, %\er'ery new work.rs’ government, aiter unavoidably
destroying in a greater or lesser degree the capitalist economic
organizat.cus during the civil war (the exchanges, banks, trusis,

states will, in a greafer or lesser %ggrce, have to pass through

o zudicatts), will restore thcse arrapgements agiin, subordinate

1'.‘4.7,1his slage, during which the socialism

<% communism.

i

| " The British Government and the League

m politicaily, and after having ordered them in the orgfu_xi-
zaetionpc?i the c{mective mechanism of the qule.anan dictators_.ip,
-will have to master wem by creative work, in order > gradualiy
carry out with their aid fhe reconsiruction of economics on 2a
socialist basis. The greater the nuii2r of countries i which the
proletariat is already ° power, 3nd the more powerful thz prc R
12-'~' seizing the ~cwer in :n cqun?ryiz tth_e 'more‘dnfftxcu]t .:

il ‘be for capital, ox even the capifalists, to emigrate,
T .:ivxle weaker wil be’ the support afforded for sabotage on the
- part ot adminisirative and {echnical  infellec{uals, ar las a
result the sligh'er will be the deran ement of the material ....d
organized capitalist apparatus, and the easier the work of
@torlgf.» The speed with which the workers’ state runs through
‘ comiqgl_mt%h exnst'gnce
is still enveloped and developing within its capitalist chrysalis—
this speed, ns'eglrca(', iindicat , will| deper.d upon (he military
’ itical -situation; further, on
and political situation; furthe Aaiaaiion nd

forces exi hen the workers’ slate comes into power. The

further advanced the degree of evolation of these factors, the

mwore rapid, obviously, will the workers' state pass through the

transition {o- socialist economics, |and from here to perfect
“1 4 .

POLITICS

g
of Nations
By J. T. Waiton Newbold.

" Guring the first short session of the. new parliament re-
“cently elected in the United Kingdom, {here has manifested itself
very clearly a fendency o aftach ihcreasing importance to the
‘League of Nations. This is not lLto accounted for by
~geason of the greater numbers of Labor Party, nearly all of
se members for

i

whose ; have an obsession for this most menacing in-
. ‘stitution of international autocracy. [Every party in the House of
! s, except the party of which | am the sole direct represen-

g fative, has shown a disposition to glerify the League and not the

.- least among' them being the spokesman of the new Tory Govern-

{.. k58

- -and in Northern

" dhe party of reaction, shoul

o extend the authority of the League
.|  and pursue a policy of “tranquility’

ment and its supporters who, of couTse‘, constitute the parliamen-
fary majority. | : ‘ _
_ It may, at first sight, appear Ltmnge. that the Tory Party,
: ' thus chiampion the cause of the
League of Nations. Y‘et,- in reality 1t is not so. It is as natural
 for the Tory Government fo_ seek to enhance the reputation and
8 it is for is to seek peace
P
The Tory Party, the party of reaction in Great Britain
' 'lrei);nd, is not representative primarily of a
class having its interesis in great landed estafes within the
Dritish Isles, but of a class whose landed property consists of

+/ down lands at home and of town and agricultural lands in the

i, t self-governing dominions of |
ﬂusiralia’,

- Canada, South Africa,
ew Zealand, and in the great republics of the United

" Sfated and_Argentina. This class consists of persons who have
8old or who have not further developed their tamily properties at
home but have, joining together in mortgage, land and cattle
ranching companies. become an impersonal and international
type ofnfand exploiters. THey have, in order to be such landowners,
be capitalists. Being capitalisis they own not only or even so

uch land, as railway stocks and shares at home and all over

.. the world. They have taken their accumulated rents ard bought

. . passive rather than of
*="" Britain.

5

government — British Colonial and| Foreign — loan stock and
municipal, mining and all kinds of miscellaneous interpationa!
stocks: amd shares. | ’

It is this class, a metamorphosed landed class, a class of

active proprietors of both land and capital,

t is represented by the Tory Party, the party now ruling Great
: [ 4 ; ‘

,. ' The passive proprietors of lam:f and capifal, having en-

rasted the custody of their possessions o the banks, the insurance

. &nd the finance companies, who handle their money. {ransactions

__for them, are in truth in the hands of;‘thESe coneerns and, as poli-
(S i o : -

¢

i e level of organization and .
. -culture which ‘has been reached by the workin 0
.. the degree of deyelopment and the| coxdition of the productive

, forces and chec
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“ficlans permit ‘themselves fo be advised and guided in

- of 1922, be

unél political heir of his great father,

col. .ial, and foreign policy in such ways as best fit in with the
inferests of the great it institutions.

- The British Government, under the leadership of Bonar
Law, reflects the inferests and the desires of the great banking,
msurance, aud investment houses.

. . Lloyd George fell from political office because the interests
which he represented had, from the autumn of 1920 to the autumn
19z come mcrgasmFiy morigaged 10 fo these credit houses,
-had, in other words, invo untarily abdicated economic power.
Lloyd George, supported by Austen Chamberlain, the son
: and by the Earl of Balfour,
the one time leader of British Toryism in ifs heyday of imperialist
militancy, stood for a poicy of British ascendency in world
politics, for all fhe old assértiveness of British imperialism, for the
mainfenance of British sea-power, and British leadership, espe-
cially in the East. | i
- The banks anmd - their clienfs the tories,
determined at all costs o mainfain their class
oppose to the menace of Bolshevism, which they
upon the collapse of Central
of infernational, impersonal bourgeois property.

. Having broken the jingoistic government- of British im-
‘perialism and insfalled in its place a tranquility government, more
acceptable o the reactionary bourgeoisie of France and America,
they are busily sirengthening the defences of infernational ('ass

ommination. When, aboui the beginning of the century, the
social democrats and the Laborists threatened, though their vic-
tory -as still remote, to capture the old popularly elected :ocal
-educational authorities, the Tories took steps. to make direct
working class control of education much more difficult, Wh-n,
after the war,’ Labérists gained conirol over certain counfry *
authorities, the Tory elements in the late government. removed
from the county to ‘the central authorities, conirol of - the police
ed the activities of labor majorities on Poor Law

‘bodies by ‘the veto of the central governmen,

. When revolufion was striding across Europe the governin
class, notably the Copservatives Farl Balfour, Lord Ro Cedf,
and Viscount Grey — for he ig, really, a Tcry, — interested them-
selves in {he League of Nations as 2 new form of governmental
institution, in wh:ch ‘these subtle serpenis saw a imeans to ¢ eck
bor from comquerin_, power in sovereign independent states.
They busied themselves about that delusion and- deception, the
Internatic_.al Labor Office.

“* "They looked {o and found support from the Labor leaders
—those one-eyed politicians who, seeing a superficial antagonism
between Geneva and Paris. thought tlie League of Nafions must
be the ‘thing {0 advocate and advance. Now that, by the skilful use
of their economic power, the credit houses have aggraiated the
difficulties of the industrial ma nates whose capifal, locked up
in unprofitable and non-negotiable means of productic.i, has be-
come a ' bility rather than an assef and have put them into
virtual if noi always nominal liquidation, all economic po. .r
has: passed into the hands of these same credit houses and their
clients, the passive capitalists whom they use as political catspaws.

The passive elements in capitalism, whether fnere investors
or investment agencles, deal in the title deeds and mortgage bonds
and war-loan cerfificates and share-warrants of properti~s
situated all over the world and under any form of bourgeois ad-
ministration. .

: To them, the League of Nations appears, therefore, the
same admirable instrument as that “tranquility” administration
which, entrenched behind lines and lines of policemen, they regard
us the acme of domestic bliss.

~ To the Laborists. the League of Nations is that infer.
national counter,part of parliamentary government which to their
myopic vision only requires themselves to be duly installed in a
-majority in every parliament. to realze the coming to earth amid
trailing clouds of celestial glory, of the Prince of Peace.

- .. It is probable, indeed it is almost certain that fo maintain ,
the illusion that the League of Nations is not a mere court of
revision and of aéypegl from their own national parlimentary »

in'st?tutions, the British Tory and other bourgeois governments
‘will:not too openly associate themselves with its deliberations and
its decisions. - ‘
 The British Government, for instance, . will continue the
make-believe of kéeping at arms length their back bench “critic”,
Lord Robert Cecil. This aiming sc emer, the most hypocritical,
that the British-bourgeoisie has at its beck and call, thie is the
man o watch.” ~ ? : i s
It is not only those actually in office but those liasson
officers of capitalist 'statecraft who, out of a job, are always

were, however,
securify and to
know will follow
European credit, a united class front

i
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doing a job, that one always needs to watch in order to know

exactly the kind of rascality to which the British governing class -

¢ Mosul and the Straits
' N\ _ ByR.Louzon.

N\ On' the30th of March, 1865 in Paris, England forced the
_acceptance of the principle = .{ the Bosphorvs and the Darda-
nelles should be open to the merchant ships of all powe:s; but
‘closcd to war ships. . The Turks, established on 1.7 banks, were
charged to enforce the decision. They were assigned the role
of guardians of the Black Sea. : '

* In 1922, at Lausanrc, England strenuous!, resists the
_ continuance of this state of affairs. She mobi'i=ed Crecce, and
. has now mobilized herself, to prevent the reestablishmen{ of the
conditions which site herself proposed and w’ ch prevailed for
half a century to the gener-  satizfaction of all nations.
Why, then, this“change ‘of front?
In the Nineteenth century tfiere was already a question of
b the East and of India, but there was not yet the question of
petroleum. .
Great Britain caused the closing of the Straits fo war shirs
use she was airaid that the Russian Fleet, finding an outlet
into the Aegean Sea, would come {o meénace her naval bases in
the Mediterranean and by pcnetrating the Suez Canal, interrupt
her commun(imtions with India and the East, and also, because
there was no need for her fleet to penetrate into the Black Sea.

- i up to at any given time.

For at that t'me the petroleum in the Caucasus roused no in-

terest in the owners of the Welsh coal fields.

But the technique of ‘motor production has changzd -ro-

. foundly during the last twenty years. The decelopment of the
auicmobile, thé mairufacture of arcoplanes causes the consump-
tion: of continually growing quantities of - >troleum each year.

Especiall- the coming into use of heayy and powerful oil
burrers, permitting ‘the use of petroleum in’ the navigation of
ships, has made th: questiogpof naval supremacy one of pe
. troleum resources. , ;

] The use of  petroleum in the navigation of battleships,
permits an important reduction in. fuel space, and’consequently
increases the amount available for arms and munitions. More
- essential still, the use of petroleum renders a fleet invisible at a
.dis'ance, for at present, it is the coal smoke which exposes a
fleet to the discovery of . the enemy, even at a considerab'e

.~ distance, , ‘ ’
' - These advantages are so great that one is justified in
saying that a navy driven by petroleum has the same advantages
gve’r ‘a navy run by coal as an iron-clad has over a.wooden

Under these circumstances, the possession of the splendid
Welsh coal, with its excellent quality, expressl{ destined, it seems,
for stoking “the furnac~s of the navy, no longer confers any
_special superiority upon Great Britain. England must either
secure the new fuel for herself, cost what it may, or resign her
. pasition of supremacy on the high seas.

| England’s interest at this moment in the Black Sea is
: netihe’r Odessa nor Sebastopol, it is. Batum and Novorossisk,

outets of the petroleum basins of Baku and Groszny.

\ When England is able to obtain the free passage of her

cruisers and dreadnoughts into the Black Sea and {o train her,

ns upon the entire coast of the Caucasus, i will be easy for

to Jand -her- troops at 4he first favorable occasion ar! to

upy that narrow isthmus which separates t:: Black Sea and
ian, mdt which contains the richest flow of petroleum

~

- known.

b Lo
- Straits lt,ﬁ
oprose the pa
n d_emcndinih{
o-war, or, w

ilitarized, that is that the obstacles which migtit
age of his ships and his troops be, removed.
edom of passage through the Strails for men-
5 : unts to the same thing, the demilitarization
- Of the Straits, Eagland - has publicly d her intention of
siezing | the Caucasus and its petroleum fields. That is u'r'l:l
the question of the Straits is no different fi that of Mo
?iﬂ'the one case, ’\'ll in thu;r other, it is oongonﬁ;?p'egdut:ively
with petroleum. 0 s given by omats are
mer. pretexts to hide the rea ¢ g: RS
4t b Thus thefoole aluéotion which is bei dci:amed in de-_
sanne is one of petroleum m in ucasug and im
 Amenis. Aud it is for this reasom that the United Stafes is
¢ " . { by = ’ % ; ) ) {
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\\
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Curzon has no other reéason for desiring that.the -

_ECONOMICS
The Russian Rouble and the German Mark

| 'By Sokolnikov (Moscow). -

- Gold currency has been replaced not only in ia
:l;;(:itlga_!ivger— tlﬁe Eu;opf)eﬁp continent, by p'tger ctlfrl;ses:g} !::f .
stage of falli “exch
T is:ued ng rates of -exchange. Even the
:g:ltgred vﬁge ofb9 pe{ cené lower than
nd have shown but slighffupward and downwar iof
The Dutch paper florin, although Holland- remai:edm:lc:gfrg?,’i:
the war, has also lost value by about the same ‘proportion as the
E:gl\n{:l:ag?enk-tx;lotq. Thef!‘rench Ir(:te' of exchange is much more
+ the paper franc sinks i »
;nd'the a}ttmptspmpaede o in value from year to year,
“rance’s financial condifion. at the expense of Germ
tions only lead to the further deppr?éiation of lﬁg ?F:nl‘-:l;
bauknotes, following on the catastrophic arid feverish deprecia-
tion of Gernian paper money. The depreciation -of aper curs
Tincy is accompanied by im~oriant economic and politicai. con-
se%uences»_all over Europe. . In France the smail péasaniry, which -
had kept its savings in paper money, has Jost more than half
of these savings. In Germany and in England the depreciation
lays the heaviest burdens’ on workers. and infellectuals
In all these countries the ~uncertainty of imonetary' values
involves rapidly rising prices. rapacious greed for profiis, and.
complete uncertainty of what the next day may bring; in short,
it involves the complete disinfegration of all economic relations
and this is also expressed politicaily in the continual governmentaf
crises. This financial breakdown is naturally only the result of

the acute political and economic crisis into wh i ha
plunged by the war. ' which Europe has been

\

gold, ever since the war,”

But the depreciating paper money of Europe w

console ifself for a time with the fact tgt its; Eas?eern ::ngdi?llazu:
the Russian paper rouble, was falling more rapidly still. Conscious
of their advantageous position. the countries tra ficking in paper -
currency declined to recognize the Russian paper money as a
member of their family. they refused it ali acknowl gement
whatever as monetary value, preciselv_as the Furoncan ‘govern-
ments have refuscd to “recognize” the S~ iet povernment as a
government. Now the sitdation is beginning- to change: the rate
at which the German-magk depreciaies has not only exceeded -
that of the paper money of the Austria strar .led’ by the ‘Versailles
dictatars, but is now even more rapid than that of Soviet Russia’s
paper currency, which is now beginning' to - take firm

g 1 after long years of war, blockade, and- famine. If
we compare the price of the dollar (that is, of the onl money .a
the world possessing full: value) in marks at {he ,German ex-
change, and in fubles at the free Moscow: exchange, sincé
January 1922, we observe the following: - T ’

In January the dollar had a value of 192 mark:
435 roubles in Moscow (bank-nofes of the 'year 1922). In Ju
the dollar cost 493 marks in Berlin, in Russia 411 rubles, so that
the marle had depreciated by two and a half fimes, the rouble by
nine and a hali’ times; during the first half year of 1922 fie°
rouble thus depreciated- four times as rapidly as the mark. The

second half year however, shows quite anofher; picture, At the -
end of the first wee

in December, 8390 marks were paid i
Berlin for a dollar. (*‘tl the end of November the ratepzfs e'x':
change even exceeded 9000.) In Moscow (at the free exchange)
the dollar cost.2750 rubles at the end of the first week in De-
cember. The mark, calculated at its rate of exchange to the ¢l
lar, had thus: depreciated by 17 times its value between uly and,
December, the ruble 6.7 times only.” The mark is thus epreciat-
ing 2% times as fast as the rouble. /S '

This more rapid repreciation of the mark, of course corre.
sponds fo the issue of paper money, vhich has increased pro-
portionately more in Germany than in Russia;: If we take the
rate of bank-notes issued in January.1922 at 100, the following

in e 4,

comparison of jssues is obfained: Russia Germany
BIURTY: .o o s n o 6B 100 “ 100
ebruary . ¢ . v . . » 145 222 -
M‘rd‘ o @i e #Se Foe . %l » 633
April’ < '« pia o a o 4 o 310 583
i ly > ¢ o .+ & .‘ e ® 8§ 681 : m
une ', .. ;‘ P o 8. e 848 t lol]

iuly » . - " » o e 3 & 1224 lm |
Augu‘t » & o 9 9 o N o 1755 . m

« 8 & o @ & lm ,3778 i

OC‘M 2. % = ' @a . e 8 0 24‘3

the bank of England have maintained an

/
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In- actual figures the Oermkm‘icsue -was not
he first few months, but the supplementary issue in Ma
[2 milliards, in June 18, in d}uh 23, it
ind in October 153 milliards (that is, about one half of the (>ta
imount of paper money in circulation up till October).

Naturally, it is a source of but little pleasure fo Soviet
Russia that the Germany monetary standards are worse ofi than
{s own.’ But as the conditions of valuta represent a peculiarly
sonce: {rated expression of the genéral polifical and economic situ-

was

wtion of a country, the fact that Soyiet Russia is now able (and

very. willing) to give the first place to capitasist Germany with
regard to. rapid depreciation of rae of exchange is’ a sign that
Eastern Furope is beginning to’show greater economic and poli-
lical 'ability than Centrai Europe The counfry of the greatest re-
volution of the world can confi&eut!ly assert tlaat-xt is not go‘mg :o :
take part in the paper-money bankrupicy, and can recommend to
its en?umu to heal themselves of the paper-money ‘“‘disease”.

 THE LABOR MOVEMENT
The International Conference of Revolutionary
" Metal Workers

By W. Waxow (Moscow).

- Qur second conference was held in Moscow from De-
cember 4. till 7.  Sirictly speaking, it was the first conference,
for last year we had only a consultation of the metal workers’
delegates of the Comintern and the R.LL.U.

* 46 delegates, representing 18 countries, took part in the
conference; 38 of these delegates, being official represent: s
of the revolutionary minorities of metal workers’ unions, and of
the central ergans of metal workers’ unions affiliajed with the
R.LL.U., had %ecidmg votes; 8 delegates, not possessing special
authority, were admitted with ad votes.

.The d tes belonged {o the following countries and
organizafions: United States of America 2 delegates (1 from
the minority of the Engineers’ Association, 1 from the Union of
United Metal Workers of America); Canada 1 (local union);
England 5 (muority of ..e Amalgamated Engineering Union);
Germany 7 (minority of the G Metal Workers’ Union and
the section ot the Union); France 4 (Unitarian Metal Workers’
Federation and the Federation of Aviation, Workers Cartwrights,
and Smiths); Haly 2 ( tunority jof the Metal \Vorkers’ Fede-
ration); Australia 1 (section of the Amalgamated Engineering
Union); Belgium 1 (minority of the Metal Workers’ Union;
Sweden 2 (minon’t;d(:f the Metal Wyrkcts" Union); Austria 1
im‘bo’rily of  the ‘Metal Workers’ | ni‘o:g; ¢ ..z=. Slcvakia 2 -
section of the Metal Workers’ Associated Union and minority
of the reformist Metal Workers’, snion); Yyg- lavia 1 (Metal
Workers’ Union); Bulgaria 1 (Metal Workers’ Union); Japan 1
Metal Workers' Union Tokio); Finland 2 (Metal” Workers’

nion); Esthon(awl ‘(Meta]: Workers’ Union); Russia 10 (All
Ri' ‘an. Metal Workers’ Union); Latvia 1 (Metal Workers
Union).. There were thus represented at the conference: 11 in-
dependent organizations with a membership of about 550,000,
and revolutionary minorities comprising, at the most modest
¢+ ‘ation, about 600,000 organized metal workers.

oS ét tb:l ?{fhmcctut:e mammal_ qntnestions zf tfh:ll further
ggle, an e agitative organizatory work of the revo-
lutionary metal workers were discussed. .'ﬂe theses accepted
show the conference to have complefely rejected the idea of a
split in the metal workers’ union, an” of the formation of an
indeépendent international. The conference fook due note of the
obvious aggressiveness of the Amsterdamers againi{ the revo-
lutionary workers, of their reactionary course durin ; the cver-
in~rensing attack of the ‘capitalists' of all countries against the
'ﬂ rd of the international proletariat, the metal workers, and
a
factics ‘and of the conflict against ‘the schismatic fendencics of
the Amsterdamers. This resolutidn was passed unanimously by -
all delegates. Only the delegate of the French Unifarian Metal
Worken{ Union — . syndicalist, and in addit'on -to this just
freshly impressed by the conilict: at Le Havre and by the’
treachery of the reformists, who laiq the blame for the victims
¢7 Le Havre on the revolutionists, ahd not on the bourgeoisie-
demandcd_ the immediate formatiop of a revolutionary metal
workers’ international. The unanimous persuasions of the whole
conference were howéver successful /in inducing the French dele-
gate fo join the majority. The conference, although expressing
opposition to a s Iit, anl to th~ formation of an in d..t,
international, emphasized in its regolutions that the fime is come

il
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- stewards as impartant organs of the labor movement.

' the common cause .of all the r

-February 24, 1920, decreed {

same time confirmed the correctness of the united front

for {he utmost endeavour. fowards gathering fogeiher the revo-
lutionary elements among the metal workers of all countries.

.~ The process of accumulating class-conscious revoluionary -
forces now developing mn the revolutionary metal workers’ unions,
’Ed outside of these, must be expressed in the union of all revo- -

tionary elements on the basis of a uniform program of action.

< The resolutions ol the conference Tequire that the activity

of the revolutionary metal workers' groups is not to consist

entirely of anti-reformist propaganda under  general political:

£'agans. Varjous.concrete afid essential demands of the present-
day labor movement must be taken up and fought for. As a first
task the revoiutionary metal workers’ must attain the abolition of

“the craft form of union organization, and@the transition to the
“most advanced form of union organizdtion, to the principle of
industrial unions.’ A characteristic comparison may be made

between this conference resolution and that submitted to the metal
workers’ international, by. its general secretary Konrad Ilk, on
the question’ ‘of organization. According to his point
oi view, the question of.form of organization can be determined
by the International merely by means of comrade-like advice. (Swiss
metfal workers® periodical of Nov. 25, 1922). This comrade-like
a*'vice, which r. -¢sents in its essence nothing more nor less than
lack of desire and ‘capability competent to fight, must be oppqsed
by the clear demand of the revolutionary metal workers: one in<
dustry, one umion.: !

Finally, an indispensable factor is the fight for the shop |

stewards, and the: c.hancement of the significance of the s%i_gp

e
German condjlions, for instance, imperatively demand that the
revolutionary pretal’ workers take part in the shop steward move-
ment, while French and English conditions demand that initiative

taken for mmfroducing shop sftewards councils as institutions
u.., capable of offering resistance. It is a matfer fo course tl.at
in the daily condi¢ts against the a(tacks of capilal, in v ich the
ficht is for the defence of the rate of wages and of the eight hour
day, the followers of the R.I.I..U. among the metal workers must
fight in the firct ranks. These are the lines indicated by the in-
ternatic. 1l conference. ®

The conference formed an international fraction centre;
without in the least presuming {o adopt the name or réle of a
metal workerg’ internation. . and with the infentioi: of setling
an example of international proletarian solidarity. This centre
will contribute {o the establishment of the: closest relations and
nearer acquainitnce between the revolutionary mefal workers of
all cour‘ries. It wi' follow v*'h the closest at' ‘nfion all events
of the class war over the whole world, and-will make it its en ">
avour to render every conflict belween meta] workers and capital
workers of all countr’~~

' We r. _.ai: The international centre of the revolu‘‘saary
metal workers does not in the least aspire to the role of a metal
workers international, but it is doubtless possessed with the ; -
bition of fulfilling the réle of an ideal example of a future inter-
riational, that is, of a genuiue revolutionary international metal

workers - organization, alrea”’7 developing within the old Berne -

International. -

~_ Computed in years the Berne Infernational is not old. But
it was condemned at birth to ideological senility and impotence.

The Eight Hour Day in France .
' By Georges Levy (France). )

In France, as in all couniries at present, the fight ngainst
the eight hour day continues. Capitalism has just come off vic-

torious in the merchant marine and on the railways. In the mer-:

chant marine, the law of x‘.uﬁust 2, 1919, which came in‘o eifect on

, at the hours of labor of employees of
both sexes and all ages, working on a ship, including of course,
seneral employees, should nor exceed either eight hours a day
orty eight hours a week, or any equivalent limitation established
over a period of time other than a week. (Law of Agril 23, 1919,
over the eight hour day. Art. 1.) It was an eight hour day for
all ship workers. ‘By the new ee of september 4, 1919, the
twelve hour day and the substitution of two shifts for three shifts
bt-~me legal for all -mployees except those at work on machines.

It is the return of the law of 1907. The seamen have attempied to '

resist by a strike, But in spite-of their orgla‘lt’xeization and their un-
broken unig]. ‘they  have been defeated. question has come
before the chamber of deputies, the government has obtained its
majority, and the eight hour law has been abolished in the mer-
chant marine, 2 : :

#  The eight-hour-day law was introduced on the railways in
1919 by common consent, by so-called agreemenis entered
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by the representatives of the rﬁlﬁays and the unions. These agfee-l

 Marseille) Company, by the
) P&;Y )

- Public Works. X .
. established the eight hour day for the great majority of railroad

+_ception and the fen,

. 'working day may be as much as sixteen or seventeen hours.

"

B

ments were signed by an underdirecior of the P.L.M. (Paris-Lyon-
secretary of the National Federation

and a representative of the Minister of
These agreements had the force of law. They

of Railroad W

workers. There were, it is true, certain specified exceptions wlicre
the twelve hour day ana even the fourteen hour day was permitied,
‘but they were excepfions. But with the decree of Sep'ember'14, 1922
modifying these agreements, the eight hour day becomes the ex-
fen, twelve and fifteen hour day the ruie. But in
.o this allowance for overtime and seasongl labor,.r:]he

is
is ‘actually an aggravation of conditions which prevailed in the
rail-roads before the introduction of the eight hour day. The
syndicalist federations of railroad workers have profcsted, all
unions, irom the Christian Feéderation to. the railroad unions of
the C.G.T.U. have entered their protests. But the lack of unity

iding

“in the trade unions and their weakened condition since (ke

. strikes of May 1920

_means, the

m.led

permit no stronger resistance. The question
has been carried beiore pariiament, but the ministcr of public
wec ©  has supported by a majority of the national bloc. This
lition of the eight-hour day on the railroads.

In both of these cases the government has not dared to
abolish the law openly, but has succeeded in doing so by intro-
ducing in the application-of the iaw :the distinclion
¢ Actual labor ” and “
not exist in the eight hour law of April 23, 1919, it only 'nears
in parafraph 4, article 8: “Permanent allowances should be per-

or preparafory or subsidiary work which must necessa-
rily be executed outside the assigned limit of general work of the
establishment, or for certain categories of workers for whom
work i8 essentially intermittant” It is an abuse of this para-

: gaph which has permitted the minister of public works to abolish

e eight hour day on the railways. Now the struggle is espe-
cially directed against-the eight-hour day in the mines. One legak
orosal for its»supptiession has already been placed before par-
jament. It concerns 'the introductions into- the law of June 24,
1917, regarding the duration of lator in the mines, of allowances

~which practically amount fo the establishing of a nine hour day

for the miners.
The industrial and general commercial organizations

‘which already violate the eight hour day by illegal over-time work

do not doubt that, once the law is suppressed under the - ressure
of the great economic organizations, it will be easy to obtain a
geheral abolition; of the law by abusing the privilege of ex-
ceptions. b 2% p

The Caﬁi,talist Gffensive and the Working
- Class in Belgium
By J. Jacquemotte' (Bmssels).

In Belgium, as in all other capitalist countries, the bour-
geoisie is striving fo restore the economic equilibriim of its
system by deslroymai‘ the ambiguous peace pact between capital
and labor, and by taking up an open oifensive against wages, the
eight hour=day; the right to sirike and the right of combina-
tion of the workers. ; j
i As early as 1921 capitalism began to utilize the beginfiing
economic crisis for opening the fight, this crisis throwing many
thousands of workers out of work in all the factories and work-
-shops throughout the industrial cenires.

' In May 1921 the number of officially registered un-
employed amounted to 204,119, Of these 91,582 were completely
unemployed, the remaming 112,537 being on short time. This is
329 rer cent of all the workers participating in the unemployed
insurance A comparison with other countries shows that
in Belgium, unemployment is greater than anywhere else. Un-
-employment amounted.in: -

¢

B!}gil.lm ill M!’ l”l R e R A o g9 9 a.je 32-3”6
United Stafes in December 1920 .- . « + . . 202%
Sweden in November 1921 . . . . + ., + . 282%
Denmark in December 1921 . [ . ... &« . . 252%
Norway in June 1921 . . . ., ., . . 1. 245%
Great Britain in June 1920 . , . . +» ¥ . , 231%
Homnd inﬁ:n‘m’ 92‘ PO W O Al Y N 16-5%
Clllld&in I‘Ch l.’i..i.-...lﬁj%,
A“’tnﬁ ._ } 1921 » . . < . » . . 12.5?6
Germany in February 1921 . . . « 4 » © . 47%

45 Aﬁhﬁwaguudtbeeighth‘urday.
. This economic crisis, udheard of in the annals of capita-
Yism, 'was regarded by the Belgian upitahn{n’ (s as a0

. the eight

fween .
Timne spent at work ”. The latter term does -

. iindin

‘ N\ : ' £17 ]«
favorable opportunity for a concentrated atiack 'uﬁou wages and
hour day. This offensive v.as rendered partrcularly-*
dangerous for!the workers by reason that the reformist trade
union leaders recognized'the principle of reduction of wages.
"Although wages in large industry were: regulated on the
basis of the index figures as to cost of living, the employers now
refused to keep fo theengagecments they had entered into, and
reduced wages quite ariitrarily, giving as a reasen that this
would bring about a general reduction in cost of diving!
- But capital had sfill fucther aims in view, besides the mere
reduction of wages. A speciahattack was prepared on {he eight
hot. day. Capital was weli aware that, to"a cerfain extent,
the best way to suppress the resistance of {he workers to longer
workine hours is to reduce the hourly wage. But to-day the
attack on the eight hour day is being openly attempted, First a
preparafory campaign has raged through the bourgeois press,
and now the bourgeoisie openly demands irom parliament that the
law regulating working heurs sha!l be suspended for five years.
A bill having this object, has just been intfoduced-into the cham-
ber, though-without the signatures of the clerical and liberal de-
suties. In an award regarding an extension of the law—provided

‘in the law itself—to various categories of tlfe proletariat excluded
Arom- its” effects, the bourgeoisie represented in ithe supreme In-
uncil makes the following declaration, Tl

dustrial and Commercial
amdngst others:

“Once and for all an énd'must be put to the chimeras pur=

sued by our trade union leaders and
phrases to useful productive work.”

One can clearly seg from Yhis what kind of {reatmen{ the

LE%
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Belgian capitalists accord to their allies of yesterday and to-day X

the reformist trade union leaders. .

The following conclusion reveals: their aims even more
clearly: * ,

- “The war has not only swallowed up the tremendous and

W AR

{
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|

politicians, who prefer. mere -

incalculable masses of capital accumulated by former generation‘:l i

but at the same time the equally tremencous masses’of capit

which the coming generation Has still got to work for, and. which
the, war has Bequeathed in, the form of debt. This burden on
future work is imposed by means of raising loans, and: by the
issue of gigantic amounts of paper money; As the tremendous
burden of interest weighing upon capital effectually prevents its
revival, European civilization will collapse into -chaos, amd \ ill
irrevocably bury beneath its ruins workers and employers alike.”

The reai import of this utferance is that the workers are fo

pay the whole cost of the imperialist war by an

I, W - enslavement of
daily increasing acufeness. \ 7 iy

s

- The first signs of awakering. \ ;
After a certain period of steadiness, the cost of living now

continues to rise, a fact which has been felt with particular acute.
uess since thevmonth of October 1922, . - ‘

For this reason we are experiencing at the present time an
unmistakeable revival of the fighting spirit-among- the prole-
tarian masses, who are pressing torward to the offensive in
every part of the country.” In the mining industry, the 8 per cent
wages reduction forced updn the workers, in -May 1922, by~the
mufual action of the employers and the social-democratic trade
union leaders, has been withdrawn. The miners have been draw-

ing " their original wages again since the 15th ot October. But

the communist miners; -who commitfed.the {rightful crime of
sioning a proclamation issued by the Communist Party, in which
the miners were called upon to demand the withdrawal of ‘the -

“'forced reduction of wages, have been threatened with expulsion

from the trade union by the reformist leaders,

In the meanwhile, the further increase in the cost of living, °

.

)

as established in November, has again swallowed up the effects of -

the recovery of the 8 per cent wage reduction. In\ the metal in-
dustry the majority of the metal' workers had alsq permifted
a 10 rer cent reduction of wages to be imposed -upon ‘them, this
reduction being carried out in two instalments, on- May 1. and -
June 1. At fhe present time however, they are demanding the
resloration of their former rates of wages, but are being resisted
by the employers. These latter indeed-proclaim theéir intention of
entirely disregarding the index figures when fixing wages in t
Yuture, and of paying a social wage in accordance with the size
of the familjes. eré is no doubt whatever that there will be.
great conflictd in the metal industry in the near future. A mill
workers’ strike fook place recently, involving 10 mills' and 1000
workers out of the 85 power-driven mills existing.in Belgium °
employing 25,000 workers. Thegemployers suoetedlﬁ: howéver, in
sufficient black-legs. Technicians and clerks sprang to
of the capitalists, and the strike was. lost.
The
@ one of great interest. The salaries of the teaching staif are
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these formulas while the allied bourgeoisie of both countries profit

régulated By & scheme of pa ment applied fo the whole country. _
g A fé the situation without scruple or shame, -

e feachers of the Greater Brussels district demanded, however, = °

*. " from fhe municipal authorities. that they*pay a safaBle addition
to them, beyond the salary paid by the state. The“dutorities of
the city of Brussels refused however tc consider this _request,
vic.. of the necessity of keeping down municupal ex-

. 'penses, but at the same fime they decided to grant the abolition of
- the head tax on employees, and the road-making levies, this aboli-
tion being carried through by the clerical-liberal majority of the
-municipal council, and enfails a reduced revenue of 8,500,000
francs for the city. These twe taxes had been combatted with the
utmost ferocity by the industnal undertakings, manufacturers,
and house owners. The taxes on illuminated advertisements were

also reduced by 40 per cent, again lessening the municipal reve-

nues by 80,000 francs.

i° .

Upon this, the teachers carried out a one hour’s strike in
a greaf number ot schools on the |6th,-7th and 8th of Dgcember.
The workmen and employees of the city administration in Brus-

"sels also demanded increased wages, basing this demand on the '

increased cost of living.

On the 11th of December the municipal council had to |

; g)wde on certain disciplinary measures moved by the magistracy.
_‘Durin,
-~ g'rated before the town hall. The mayor ordered police and
~gendarmerie to the spof in order fo maintain-the law and order

which was threatened by nobody, but no recourse to force occur-

red. ‘The strikers were punished by being locked out for three |

.. days, with loss of salaries during this time.

- The dispute is however by no means ended by this. Mere
measures of “authority” are absolu(el{le powerless to banish
" - misery and want from the homes of the teachers and of the

municipal employees. -
X The entry of these proletarian strata, who have hitherto
held aloof from direct participation in the class war of the work-
ing class, info the arena of social struggie indicafes a fresh staﬁe
oln‘ the road to the destruction of political equilibrium among the

- classe~, ./ , :

" | IN THE INTERNATIONAL

?rqle.taria'n Alliance of ;France and Germany

;._;‘gout'eming the program of action ef the French Communist

~Party—the immediate work of uniting forces in both

countries against the international bourgeoisie and for the
, “ri Revolution.

By Henri Lau ri dan (Tourcoing).

, -In drafting a prog m of action the delegates of the Left
. have tried first of all to recall the militant communists fo a sense
of their immediate responsibilities. ' This program is a landmark
in the history of the French movement. One point in that program

. should attract the mos} lively attention and should determine the
Jt is paragraph 7, which treats of the”

p‘artg to rapid action.
solidarity of French and German workers,
The tragic histo
together more closely than ever before. There is no misfortune
of the German workers which has not its reflection in {he meoral
and material life of the French, there is no neglect of the French
proletariat which has not its sad consequences on_the other side
of ‘the Rhine. The frail of conquest and of blood which follows
" -the imperialism of both countries has been “the never-endjn
Calvary ot two peoples made to udersfand one ano her, destin
- 1o be united. The Calvary continugs {oday, terrible for the Ger-
. man. workers, dangerous for their ‘brcthers in France. :

. It is the Treaty of Versailles, that criminal and anti-prol&'

tarian consecration of the infamous ‘war, which saw the failare

of the workers’ Internationals, the’ treason of the Socialist and

Syndicalist chiefs, the auctioning off of the workers by the {rade
- umion bur ucracy, which they Ea

struggles and their miseriea.

- The problem oiv,reparationg presses upon the German
worker more heavi.y every day. Yicture a. proletarian tied 10 a
notched ‘wheel, which tears his flesh shred by shred every time
o the capitalists ot both countries get fogether and plan their route,
~ while pretending to_devour one apother in the
- and you have a ror¢] "dea of what {he German proletariat suffers
-and ‘undergoes. The rrench worker knows nothing of this

as8 “Germany will pay” or “Gemmany must pay”, the one

originated by Klotz, the other by Jouhaux So they are blinded by
R 3 " bl i : e
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the consultation ‘the whole of the muricipal staff demon- -

| ~INTHER.LL.U.

.. national summed u;la the achievements of a period of development
of the workers in both couniries is béund

d|themselves created w'th their -

ourgeois press,

‘Situstion. except through oratoricalior journaiistic formulas such

It is the military oc .. .'on which de :-s the civilian
population bound hand and foot to the caprice and exploitation of

commercial merchants and industrial magnates. Tomorrow will

come the occupation of the Ruhr and the enslaving of the miners

in the Ruhr valley.

In short, it is the pitiless death of children, the degradation

of women, the enslaving of men. it is the same class, the workers,

which pays for the hoirors of capitalism in every | country.

The French worker passes on, indifferent. | Not that he is
anfagonistic, nor that he refains any hatred whatever, from the
war. The war? ., Those fifty-two months of mud, of cowardice,
of crime?- He retains nothing from the war, that worker, except
a wish that it may never come again; but he has not yet

- acquired the feeling of i. ternational solidarity, or the idea of his
. €lass responsibility.

! Yet that worker possesses an innate gencrosity and an
instinct of revoit which could soon rouse the Erench proletariat
10 a sense of its palitical mission ai* duty, Buthow - ¢ ». m?
Fix his attention at an important moment and guide his desire {o
act when the time is opportune. "

: The material is in the worker’s reach and it is up to the
revolufionaries of both countries to realize this and to grofit by it.
Then the union of militan{ Germans and French would no longér
be a fantastic program but an article of faith for each and a
supremely :important reali'y.

; This alliance should unite the most unknown corners of
Germany and the most secluded corners of France. The least of
the Communist Federations and the, deparimental unions of the
United Syndicalists, the tiniest revolutionary provincial organs
and " Paris, should respond to the voice of fhe German workers.
A special commission of communis's and syndicalists should
spread their propaganda by word and by mouth, through the
ranks of the French proletariat.

This _propaganda wi!l disregard the stupid bourdaries of

frontiers. It will slip into Germany where the French militants
will meet their German comrades, where the - journals will
reproduce arxicles by French revolutionaries.
: And so the militants will become acquainted. They will
learn to know and to respect one another, toc}ight together as the
brothers in arms that they are, They will say in Germany “ The
cause of the French workers’ is ours”, andy in France, “ What
cC. s the German workers, concerns us as well”. Thus the
proletariat of .both c¢. " '-'~3 will follow the same idea, con-
centrate their efforts in the same way, and prepare themselves
for the same hour and the same goal.

The Second Congress of the R. I. L. U.
o B & By A. Lozovsky
The Second Congress of the Red Trade Union Inter-

of the international revolutionary trade union movement. The
activity of the R.ILL.U. has shown how great are the difficulties
withi which the revolutionary labor movement is confronted in all
counfries. The mfernational labor movement is extren.ly
variegated, has diffe: mt forms, many traditcis and many o'd
prejudices only being gradually overcome in the course of severe
alrufgles. It has been the task of the R.LL.U. to crysiallize a
solid revolutionary ceutrepiece out of the whole of this variegated
international trade union movement, to collect all re.iiutionary -
experiences, and to v’ .. "this at the common dis~csal of the
infernational proletariat. This js a task requiring work of a
most tedious nature, i..e greatest exertion, acd ‘- _.i | :rseverance.

.. At the same time the Second Congress extended our sphere

of work;, and unfolded' a creat number of | ractical .questions and
problems, upon which the revolutionary workers of all countries
miust concentrate their attention. There were four questions . in "
par-ticular which argused the special atlention of the who'e cone
gress. First' the question -of ‘the united front, secondly the
question of the unity of the trade union movement, further the
task of organization 13 be carried out by the re: " fionary federa«
tions, ahd finally the relations of the R.LL.U. {o the anar li0«
syndicalist. I T R S o

;- Those okjections which have hitherto been raised agginst
the united frout, and against the unity of the trade umion .. ~ve-’
ment, were no longer to be heard. Some moni!s ago voices: may
still have been heard against the united froaf, but af L.e congress
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as ¥ .
itself this was no longer the@ase. Life has [ cved the s.verect
teacher. It has shown that the 'tz .(:c of the united front are no
empty imagining of the Moscow Bolshevists, buf t... sole esczpe

~ from the desperate pcition in which the we.” _ of Eurc, e and
America find themselves: And if the Comintern and the R.L.L J.
have been the first to resort o the united front, all honor is due
to them for it. At the Second Congress the umited front was
no longer discussed mn..cly as a general qus.’~~ ™+ the prac’.~l
-erecution of uni’~* freat factics was debated, the question' was
raised as to what problems fc:m the main points ¢~ intcrest for
th- working class, a. ' what concrete proble: ' re fo br s up
as a central noint for our propaganda an. agitation. The
resolution - moved “on {:°s~ roinis opens -out a number of
practical ‘questions, and proposes that all revolutic.zry workers
shall concentrate the attention of the prolefariat on the concrete
practical tasks of {»~ d~ily struggle. "
: The Congress farther occupied itself particularly with
‘the question” of the unity of the .trade umion movement. The
rticipafors in the congress feit clearly, that any-further split in
he trade union movement ald mean the greatest poszible
‘weakening of the forces of the working class. ‘The R.L.L.U. has, on
its part, adopted every pcssible measure for prevent’ - ti's (9Lt
With this object it has applied several times to {I. ..msterd~ n
International with proposals for putting an end to the split.
But at every poiat 1t has encountered -the desir: for a snlit on
the part o{ the Amsterdamers, and has thus )
take up the fight not only against capital, but .lso against the
Amsterdamers. : P ’
How can unity be attained? In all its resolutions, declara-
_-tions, and references, the R.L.LL.U. has expressed iiself willing to
enfer into any ki.C of agreement. Naturallv unjty . only
possible if ‘the workers of the Left receive at least a minimum
guara.tee of freeccu. of action. The Amsterdomers shouted at
the top of their voices about unity, but when the French C.G.T.U.
proposed fo the reformist confederation that they convene a com-
"mon congress based on proportional representation, the reformists,
who are in the minority m France, replied with a cynical reso-
Jution stating: we are 'in the majority; anyone wishing to
complain can do so in our own orgamizations. The Amster-
damers in Czecho-Slovakia behaved n a sim ar manner. We
for -our part were, and still are, ready to reestablish unity
on the condition that the minority — alike whethe. we or the
reformists be the minority — receives beforc’ nd a guaran ¢,
that it has the liberty to propagate-ils id..3 — sirict d'~'rline
being at the same {ime observed in th. sir. ~'c against the
bourgeoisie. The resolutions passed by the Second Congriss
on lt’ﬁis subject are formulated with the utmcst clearr :5 and
- precision. e shall fight obsiinately for the union of the
| parallel trades unions, for the re-admittance of the expelled, and
for the creation of a real united front for the fight against bour-
" geois reaction. L .
The question of unity. so occupied the leading p':ce in
‘the discussion of questions of organization in the trade unions.
The congress had {o reply to all questions on the or< .izational
" gtructure and work of the revclutionary trade unions. The
congrccs was clearly aware f.at the €. van of strénginening the
“{ra unions may easily be misinterpreted, and that the
strengthening of the trade u “ns may easily sionify a temporary
enhancement of the influence of the reformist leaders. Cut the
. congress relegated 1hese':;‘gnsiderations to the ackground undcr
" the conviction that the sirepgthening of the trade unions implies
a_ strengthening of .ti:> ‘organization of {he working class, and
that the sirengihening of working class orgamzation establishes

the -basis of ag}mal revolution. /If the reformis(s deri a
ssin advanta% rom ‘this work, this is no reasop to hold us
ack from 1if. iis standroint could also be observed in the

{reatment of the other practical cuestions on the agenda, 1.e
ractizal {asks in the most important countries were dealt v ''h

m this point of view. The congress discussed the situation in

: e country after another. at the “ewing o . 73
| what practical tasks lie ¥~‘ore them, when they in to adopt
the general principles and kines of action of the R.I.L.U. in their
respective countries. The congress placed in {he forefront of
battle for all workers the united front, the strencthening of the
trade unions, and the gathering {ogether of the working minsses
10 fight for co
. of the working class. i _

- The ress had to give a pracfical rep{y 10.fhe question
of the inferdational indusirial federations. It is well known
that “the ipfernationai federation secretariats, being under - the
influence 6f the Amsterdam International, systematically exclude

1 uiionary ‘trade unions These factics are excused by
ement that the trade ur‘ons in questions are affili<”
LL.U. - These infernational federation secretariats, which
¥ever only represent European federations, have thus.mo

|

“me tin

tnfernational Press Correspondence T .9

been forced to -

. to Amsterdam. We for our part have done all that lies in cur"
* power towards -creating an infernational for ever branch of

- but themselves split up into several groups on thé matier. One

dni~m by means of. figthing for the daily needs

.organizalions of all countries, and fo the

scruples about isolating a considerable part of the revolutionary
European workers and the revolutinary workers ofthe rest of
tl._ 7lote from the c..:r part of the proletariat. L '
From the first day of its establishmient, the R.I.L.U. expres-
sed itself opposed {o the immediate founding of infernational revo-
lutionry frade wiion jederations. And ihe whole activity of the
R.I.LL.U. has been 1n accordance with this line of action. But the
R.LL.U. cannot look -on and see the revolutionary trade unions
scaitered, and thus even at th First Congress t{:c‘ question. of
the creation of infernational pronaganda .ommm.lces, ‘> be
arranged according to the different branches of industry, and
around which "all revolutionary federations could gather, was
placed on the 2 .. a. S .

The task of the revolutionary propaganda committees was,
to unite the revolutionry trade unions, and ‘o strive 1 create a
united international in each branch of production. Although a
number of the revoluiionary work... expressed the \ sh to form-
industrial and craft internationdls, the congr. ‘3 rejected this
plan.. The Second C..gress again emphasized the-urgent wish"
of the R.I.L.U. {o create umited indusfrial internationals, and made.
it the duty of. all revolutionary tra)de unjons {o exert every
endeavor to attain tLis end. ‘Lhe rcvolutionry federations recom-
mended the congres: to. keep to the corresponc -ag interiational
propaganda commiitees, and to. continue their strur~le on. the
same lines as before the Second Congress. The creation ol
united internationals now depends on the secreiriais belonging -

mdusl?. 5 :

he congress had also to solvc the quesuon of the rela-
tions of the R.ILL.U. to the Comintern, or rather that of the rela-
tions between communisis and syndicafists. As is well known, the
anarchkc-syndicalist organizations subjected the r..slutiors ac-
cepted by them at the First Congress {o-severe criticism, especially -
that part of the resolutions estalligshing clo: connections be- -
tween the Comintern and the R.LL.U. gfhe French syndicalists
hc..ded this campaign against the resolutions of the 1st congr:ss,

tendency, the so-calli ! -ui.ly syndicalist, found the recoults of *
the First Congress sufficient cause for the fo: ’ir~ of i's own
international, and was joined in this by many small syndicalist -
ﬁroups in some countries, with whose aid it theri combatied the

A.L.U. The German localists, and the ‘Italian, Swedish, and -.
Dutch syndicalists, agitated for the creation of a new infer-
national: They used as a pretect the alliance of the R.IL.L.U. with
the Comintern, and .he necessity of founding an ‘“iidependent” ~
and in every respect ‘‘autonomous” international.

All this time the anarcho-syndicalists have been carrying
on their fight against the R.ILL.U under the flag of independence
and au-onomy. But amon~ the syndicalists there ex'_‘2d anc_ _er
fairly powerful tencency, having the closest -ffinity with the .
communists, being in favor of the dictatorship of th proletari~t,
and of wcrking in common with the commumisis. This tendency .
he-ver held the opinion {h~t the co-operation cf the Comint-rn
and the R.ILL.U should not be an essential part of the organiza-
tion, but should take place as occasion required. This group of
syndicalists, whose tactics were based on the assumptfion that the
syndicalists, and nc' the communists, form the vanguard of the
labor movement, skowed a decided wish. o establish the u.ited -
front with communists against the bourgecisie. This - wish

rmeated the resolutions of the congress of the C.G.T.U: held at
aint-Etienne. The proposals made by the French delegation- at
our congress were also further evidence of this wish.

The communists had come to a definite conclusion on the
subject. For the communists, the connection betwesn Comintern
and the RI.L.U is a matter of course. W¢ were aware that our
syndicalist comradcs were still under the influence of ¢ld pre.
judices. But as thcse are the prejudices of revolutionary workers
who ‘are earnestly and ar ‘ously willing te fight, and as they
ar: not the prejudices of single. individuals, but have been held
by afairly large number of labor organizations, the .n u-
nists have here m.de perfecily cosscious cc cessions for the
purpose of enablin~ them to form a united front with *' . syndi-
calisis against reformism and capitalism. The rescluticn moved
by some of the.delegations wzs based -1 this - aent, We are
desirous of forming a revolutionary bloc with the syndizalis’s,.
and thus we make concessions in the. hope that in, the course -
of the struggle the correctness of our point of view will become
apparent. With this resolution the congress put an end {o”the
debates between the R.I.L.U. and the anarcho-syndicalist organi-
zations. In order that this questicn chould be even lettc clearéd |
up, the cgpigress made a special appeal to the anarcho-syndicalist |

( Berlin btireau of the
syndicalists, asking them to work no longer at splitting the inter-
national {rade union rovement, but to enter the Rila, and to~




| consideration that the R.LL.U. is a really

L S

i one. During 'the

{' with foreign aund nationa

- Mention must also:be m. ". of the trade union question in
. the colonial and ..zi-colenial countries. Y'e must take into
r international organiza-

' fion, while the Amsterdam internationa) is merely an European
st year the Russian revolufion set a new world
in motion. “The labor movement is developing rapidly in Java,

- China, Japan, and I:dia. Th: Russiap reveivicn called fresh
forces inio existence. ' 1. these countries the labor movement is
stili tinged with nationalism; especiaily where a struggle against
foreign rule has to be carried on. But neveri. "ess i the midst
.of 4his gigantic revolutionary stream class sirivings may be seen

tern are alike confronted with the task ‘of givin - this class move-

ment form, of imparting to it an actually revolutionary character,

- of filling it with the spirit of communism, that the movement may,

be enah%ed to attain the Freat-?st possible success in the struggle
capifalism.. |

The Second Cengress was above:all a practical congrcss.

s } It cenired around questions of organization, giies’ions of practical

s
i

 aclivity. The general principles had been a rend{,eiaid down by,

| the First Congress. Our ram had already been drawn up
‘in its mmin outlines, the revo utionary workers of all countries

know our aims; the present question is as to the best method of
attaining h.se aims, The ress confirmed the program of
aclion worked out by the First Congress; it confirmed it because

| it containg the concentrated experience of the reyolu! onary-fr- '3

. union movement in-all counfries, The £:cond Congress has not

- aticmnfed to concea’ uie difficulties confronting the reyolutionary

*

fis

o '“n!g,

. capitdlism, while the Amsterdam
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- I 'workin
.| -aftai
- | could only say one thing: our

[ praletariat for its emanci

; frade umion miovement.
ﬁfas stilll und.r the influence of the reformis!s.
i

‘| the Congress has been oblif
| gram of action accordingly. BRE
. The Amsterdam lufernational, which reoresents the con-

§

. |.and persevering work towards gathering
-1 uniting the workers bcueath 'revolutic
- | unliring combat against the bourgeoisie.

There ate many tens of millions of
: There are
ions still under the influence of the (Catholics, the democ ‘s,
protesianis, etc.  And there are ten millions still outside of

. ‘any organization whatever. As we are faced by a working cl-ss
. of which a-large orgamized part still 'supports capitalist rule,
to werk out its tactics and pro-

j;_:a&gltive_garl ot the working class, is in the Eabit of boasting
- of its millios of members. We are ready to admit that the

| pumerical strength or the RIL.U. is less than that of the Amster-

‘-dam International, but the R.I.L.U. is .an international organiza.

tion, while the Amsterdam International is merely a European one;
| the R.I.L:U. is composed .of workers, possessing in general the

rogram, the same {actics, the samme desire to fight against
w International has many passive
- and reformist elements in its ranks. and on the other hand many
| workers in actual sympathy with us. |We have followers even
. ‘within the Amsterdam International while it 'as none in our

_ rai’s. This strengihens us_and weakens the Amsterdr zers.

-+ We de not over-estimate our powers, byt do not want fo under-
- estimate them. 4 » B . -]

& . .The Second Congress of the R.I.L.U. showed how great is
| the influence which uas already -been won by the revoluiionary
;rxdeEmAhe-mjematuqnal trade upion movemer’. " e work:rs
| of Eur Asia, Africa, and Ausiralia gather round the flag of
| the RLL.U, for on this flag there is inscribed. the motto of ight
i 40 the death against capitalism, and of conquest of power for the
class, How long it will be before. thic v.ctory will be

the Second Congress could not and must not say. It
goal will*be reached by sys‘ematic

the masses together,
ary watchwords, and

1

| -~ The Second Congress has been a step of the utmost im-
| portance along the long road of struggle of ;the international
pation. The interr uonal proletariat

" with ever increasing clearness. And the R.LL.U. and the Comin- .

: 38 a slage further tow:rds organizing 'its forces. It will still |

| have to suffer many single defeats in battle, but these. baitles and .|

- .| defeats only serve 1o’ steel .the infernational .organizations of the

.., working class, the Comintern, and the-
. | working: class to final victory. :

¥
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‘ ‘t"icﬂmists of the whole world have derived streng

ot
‘  the jtorch of revolution,-

B,
AL

R.LL.U,, and will lead the

- Yesterday and To-day
: By Gaston Monmousseau, :
- in France we have been proud of our past. The revolu-
som - h gf‘m gﬁnl d h'
I ome .years we have fallen ind the
couniries. We had believed that it would be ours to bear
i but in reality we are belated stragglers,
on the cruiches of the old world along the new path
out by the Russian revolution. Everyone has his turn.’

of our history. . But for
ke Ty

‘s

)
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sovepsiam

" and Japan, all lead in the same direction.

- new cabinet. Zaghlul
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| fight” within this organization, with the revolutionary workers .- “And now we are in Moscow, somewhat forn from  our
% countries, for g:e emancipalion of |the working class. environment, somewhat cgniused by new methods, but nevertheless

we are in Moscow. h . 4 Tl
‘Once, in the year 1793, we made a revolution, and now it
seemed fo us that after this experience the bourgeoisie, convinced
of the unconquerable power of the proletariat, would submit to it
on thé\first day of the coming fight. We even believed that the
voice 0f reason would induce the bourgeoisie to bow te the new
order.: Our ideal révolution was to come about as result of-the
class consciousness of the masses of workers and peasants, won
over by the lessous of the new ﬁgspel. and so permeated with
creative spirit that it would only be necessary to give them iree-
dom 0 build up a new world.
This was the conception of the social struggle worked out
{he French revolutionisis, this was their sirategic plan in the
class war, and the federalist spirit of the anarchists was still im-
planted in this conception. 1
. 'The revolutionists of the old school still employed the old
formulas of the democratic republic: Liberty, fraternily, equality.
The liberal bourgeoisie united with the anarchists in the endeavor

.to fill: the proletariat with the false idea, that revqlutiOn is aa

act of ‘sentimentality and ‘ideausm.

#  The French revoluticn overthrew the feudal regime by
force. - To-day the proletariat must fight through-the second stage
of it emancipation, and ‘purchase its freedom with the blood of
its heroes, by the sacrifice of a whole generation. These are the
lessons whicn we draw from the Russian revolution.

The old Interpatiopa’ fell into decay through pacifism. In
the name of pacifism and of fraternity among the peoples it crea-
ted for itself a charmed circle and inhaled the chloroform of
national seniimeptality, instead of consolidating its structure with
the spirit of class antagonism. In Moscow we feel as if trans-
ported into another world. At every step we lose something of
our old prejudices, the vestiges of our old ideas are dispelled,

No pacifist speeches were delivered at the congress of the
Profiniern, but speechs on fi%zhling and sfrafegy. e paths of
the proletariats of Germany, Russia, Bulgaria, France, America,
In every country our
class enemy reveals the same featuries the same will, the same
strategy, and uses the same weapons, against the international
prolefariat. - : 1 ; ? -

In Moscow one is on a world peak which far out-tops the'
mountains and frontiers of one’s native land. The army staff
of thé international revolution follows the manceuvres of the
enemy, and makes preparations for the fight. Various theses
contend with one another, and all nationalism is shattered om
the platform of the congress. '

At this copgress each one of us discards something old, be
he German, Russian, French, Italian, or Pole; we Frénch cast
away bur romantic syrndicalism, but we do not abandon the whole
of our syndicalism, There is much that is excellent in our syndi-
calist methods, and they correspond to many psychological J)ecu-
liarties of the French proletariat; a harmony must be found bet-
ween them and the experience and peculiarities of the labor move-

ment of other counfries,

There is a science of revolution, but this science originates
solely :out of revolufionary experience. The revolutionary inter-
nationl is the great laboratory in which we work at the common
task -of lal!ing down the main strategic lines of the class war.

In France we have done-everything &)ssibie to develop our
movenient in the direction of revolution. - We are discarding the
crutches of tradition, and creating a firm basis for the infernation«
al-movement. We shall do our utmost to give back to the revolu-
tiouary Tigiicrs wlio sent us here, everything which we have seen,
and everyihing wlich we have learnt during our brief sojours in
Red Russia. ,

- -4t is only since I have been here that I grasp the reasen

‘why the reformists, the bourgeoisie, and the so-called - “ideolo-

ists” ‘of revolution, hate the red Infernational so intensely; i e. .
use it compels our functionaries to think, it forces to

unite for action. i
" Thus the tareg will

‘

be separated from the wheat.

THE COLONIES.
- The Poliical Somersault in<Egypt

"By M. N. Roy,'

. The correspondent of the London “Times” wrote on De-
cember 3. from Cairo reporting the resignation of Sarwat Pasha
and the consent of the lZa%hlulut essim Pasha to form a

himself is ried to have wired from
K:oteshn' loyalty to the King, whose authority as the
- ’Judgefos;rpfwedtoreoogniu.jlt very

Qibralfar,
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~ strange; and the changes are all oo bewildenng

e

» &

Correspondence , [  ."

pective glan hist that this pol llm mersault
ive glance at ory proves that this political somersa
of .ourgeois nationalism was o be expected. i

It is evident that the government, controlled by the Sarwat-

Ay clique, is overthrown by a new conbination of forces, namely

an unexpected alliance between the Palace and the Waft-el-Mosri

- (Zaglulist Deftmﬁon). The event that immediately preceded the

15y

. resignation’-of the ‘Sarwat Cabinet was a manifesfo issued by

- the Waft. This manifesto, which was exceptionally hostile to the

government, was launched immediately after the acting presic:nt
of the Waft had had a long and mysterious inferview with the
King. What is the moral of this apparently strange combination?
The: none too comfortable experience of the last twenty months
has convinced the Imperialist of the necessity of striking his roots
_deeper into the org:_ism of the native society. It has found

- that the thin sfrata of feudal lords and upper bourgeoisie, re-

presented l,>‘y those Pashas, who signed the agreement ol “‘In-
dependence”, is not a strong enough support for the continuance
of British domination.. The concessions made to tkis class failed
io -2concile the rich agrarians’ and bourgeoisie

A refargsented bly
the Zaghlulist Waff, not to mention the rebellous lower middle -

and smalllvpeasanu " operating through the militant ranks of the
Khi.:-el-Watani (Nationa’ist Party). The myelerious inferview
in the palace was eviduntly held for the purpos- of intimating {o
the Centrist Zaghlulist Wait that embarrassed Imperialism, was
now in the market bidding for its support. What is amazing was the

ess with. which the bargain was struck. lg:lg Fuad has
roved himself tfo be a ciever bargain maker. t there have

»n other reasons ¢. deever social significance which led up fo

~ the successful conclusion of this bargain.

- The social compositicn of the Zaghlulist I'2rty proves that
ihe present comprom sz was logically to be expe~'“d of it. Zaghlul

' Pasha, who had faken part in the Nationalist rebellion led by

- thes

L 4

~ closel;

* encourage the landownin

Colonel Arabi in 1882, was one of the leaders of the Kkizb-el-Uma
g)eoples’ Party) organized in 1906. This first political party of
gypt was mainly composed of big landowners, Ligh officials and
the mtejligentzin. It also included in its ranks a considerable
-mumber of the upper middle class, rich aﬁrarians, merchants,
students and some sections of the clergy. The object pursued by
s g:rty was not a[revolution against British Irinerialism, but
rin% of the right ¥ exploitation and power with the It ({er.

The Khizb-el-Uma, ot least its leading clements, was very
connected with Khedive Abbaz II, who explciied its ~~*-
British agitation in order fo strengthen his positic. ¢ the a*so-
‘Jute ruler of the count His policy was secrefly to help and
and afficial elements, Lut to persecute

the more democratic midd'e ‘class leaders. The compromising
ghcy of the Right Wing became too much for the n.iddle . -
tic elements, when Zaghlul in 1907 became g Vizir (mi-

nister) of the reactionary monarchy. : ‘ .
__The social® differenciation in the ranks of the nationalists

- was then marked by a split in the Kkizb-el-Uma. 1t was found

- that the “people” were not a homogeneous whole with ident::al

_ ts. The middle clz:s found its interests incomratible + .1
those of the landlords and upper boux&coiaie, and repud’ated e
latter’s leadership. The radical Left iy of the People’s Party
broke away and formed the Khkizb-el-Watani (the Nationalist

with a program of revolutionary struggle against e

arty),
British occupation. -Although he could not remain in office for
lony in the midst of rank feudal reaction,-Zaghldl did not, how-
ever, sever his political corinection with the bankrunt Khizb-el-
Uma, because his social affiliation did not permit him to endorse
the bourgeois Extremism of the new party. He waited for

the chance of playing a Centrist role. In spite of the hayy ! -9d

-

der fo the backi f the rebelli
m e backing of ous

A i

2k

~of repression that came down upon it from the very be~‘nning,
mil‘( zb-el-Watani carried on a strong anti-British propaganda
al home and abroad, but only fo be proved impotent in
actual revolutionary stru-gle, as is always the case with pett
boui “ois nationz! .m, which is prone to pronocunce formidable
phrases, but ever incapable of putting them into action. Therefore
‘when, on the morrow of the Imperia

gois ‘extremisis were found entirely lacking in political
.| The moment came for Zaghlul to appear on the fild. He
wanted fo ufilize the ac:‘e revolutionary situation in order to
impose upon England the demand. of class of progressive

rians and uppe eoisie, which he ted.
.'iuaemdmm‘dmnded' sk i s ciicn
. feudals, in league
‘Mosri headed

: more {lan could satisfv, the reac'cnary
with the co ruling dynasty. The Waft.cl-
by Zaghlul, was formed in order to bargain with
ialism over {.. “in ndence”™ of Egypt. In
; e, the Waft had
up such demands as would reflect their revolutiona:y _ill

24
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- secure popular su- ort.

. forced Zaghlul

. re-grouping i ) ,
of the Khizb-el-Watani joined the Centrist Wait, whose program .

t War, a spontaneous mass |
rcvolt broke out all over the country, the falkative pefty bcur.

Thus, we found the Watanists puiting forward such radical
sic;,.u8 as “ Aboliticu ot tlc Protectorate”, ' Removal of the
British Army of Ocecupation ”, “ Cc.aplete Intern.. Autonomy ”,
etc. But the fact {2 the agreement subsequently arrived™ at
between the Zaghlulist \.".."t and Lord Milner differed essentially
very liftle from the “Independence” accepted by  the ‘Adly-
§: ~wart combination, proves that the Waft-el Jfosri was ot
serious in putting forward these slogans. It was done simply to

The w...lish gevernment however, was so terrified by the
revclutionary mass urheav-1. that it failed to see 1F- artificizl tig
that bound the pcpular moverrnt with, Zaghlulist leadership;
corz2quently, it took some steps which strenghthened that e,
Tle Delegation was refused. permis:ion to- proceed to Tngland.
TLs shg:idiiy of Imperialism madc of Zaghlul, wha only wanted
1o negoliate @ modi. vivendi, a popular hero. The mandate of
ik2 nation was imme "iate’/ given to the Zaghlulist Dclegation, in
the form of a.declarajtion. The subjective blunder of Imperia-
lism, coupled with the objectivé situation, forced Za hlul and his.
colleagues to head a r.voluionary movemer.. Tl:y v -e arrested .
and deported to M~!tr. ' This was simply fanning the fre. -The.

iscontcat of the masses brc' - out into open revolt which spread .
all through the Nile Vall.y. But the Zaghlulist Waft, which was
brought into the I'melight by a queer combination of forces and
bccame the formal leader of the Natiomalist movement in those
ev. tful days, did nct by anv means constitute the dynamic. of
the revolt. 1L peasant uprising was the cru ~f the situation,
and the leadersliip of this agrar’- - revolt was in the hands of the
Wing of the ‘Khizh-el-Watani which, as a party how-
was swallowe. up by the Waft. This revolutionary -
the mnationalist = movement, . which subsequenily
tc break _up his negotiations in London,
was composed cf de-classed iniellectuals, (students) the economi-
cally bapkrupt lower- .aiddle class;.the pauperized peasantry, and
above all, the city workers,

During the revolutionary struggle of 1919-1920, a social
took place in the nationalist ranks; the Right Wing

ever, wa
factor in

was to force the British government to compréomise under :the
pressure of mass revolt, while the Left Wing understood the

necessity of comin 1
out its program of complete destruction of British Imperialism.
It was the revolutionary action of the latter that forced the
British government to release Zaghlul and his Delegation and let
them proceed to London.

loiting the conflict'of class imterests within the national ranks.
here was very little in common between the landlords, rich
agrarians and upper bourgeoisie, represented by the Waft, and
the reorganized and rejuvenaied Khizb-el-Watani, whose social -
foundation bad becn shifted onto the pétty traders, pauperized
intellectuals, exploited artisans, poor peasantry and the prole-.
tariat, Lord Milner recommended that the first chould be bought
off with some concessions. ' -
But this was not to be. The revolutionary movemenf was-
still very strong and Zaghlul did not dare accept the conditicgls
o.

‘wit“out risking his popularity, which it was yet too early to

The present somersault of the Zaghlulist ‘Waft ceases to be a
mystery when it is known that the agreement reached in Auv st
1920, hardly differed from the present * independence” axd that
Zaghlul Pasha would not have reiected these comoromising con-
ditions had he not been forced {0 do so under the pressure of -
the revolutionary mass movement at home. The Leit Wing of
the Khizb-el-Watani was quick in understanding what would be -
the result of such a half-way measure: it would satisfy. the
demands of the big bourgeoiste, rich agrarians and highe: of-
ficials represented by the Zaghlulist Waft, but the condition of
tho*2 classes represented by the revolutionary nationalists: o1 the
Khizb-el-Watani, would not be improved in"any way. -Therc’ore,
the Watanisfs carried on their agitation among the peasant
masses, and compelled Zaghlul to break up the diplomatic nego-
tiation and return home. The policy of the Zaghlulist. party
during the-risings of "1919-1920 also reveals how far from re-
volution was, its obje¢ts. On many an occasion, it restrained the
rebellious masses. from -active armed struggle, on the ground
that it was harmful fo the nationalist cause. It shows that the

bourgeoisie was very anxious to see that the ‘movement did not . .

go so far as to make negotiation and compromise with Im-
perialism impossible, A H »
politics of bourgeois nationalism were at a crisis when '
the Waft returned to Egypt. By rejécting the agreement arrived
at with Lord Milner, the Waft had practically committed itself
{0 revolution, becausz a greater measure o¥ self-government -

could not be conquered without & violent struggle, and such a’
struggle could not be carried on mmless the social basis of the 5

¢loser to the {oiling masses, in order {o carry -.

It was not long before Imperialism - i
' recognized its mistake, and started on the astute policy of ex.
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i mov was shifte * to the working and peasant masses. But and highly cenfralized, it denies having’ a parfy character. This
:::aen;en:-evo.uuonary step was not o be expected from (ie attitude is adopied for the purpose ot gaining possession of all
Zaghiulist party.. It failed the movement at this critical period, se masses of workers who wen{ over to the socialist parties
“an. the leadership 1 ssed to the petty-bourgeois Khizb-el-Watani, at th. time of the Noyember ré€volution, and have there beea
which talked w violent terms, but could only take very feeble disappoingted .with ﬁmx em as wel! as with the trades unions, by
step. towards organizing a revolu(ion@r{onmss slmﬁg)e_. All Gie  the passngty of the bureaucracy. I .

" Watanists could do was to declare a boycott of British goc’s . ; The adherents of the national socialists are recruited for
and banks, and to make some half-hearted attempts at organizing  the most part from the midde classes. Tradespeople, studen's,
~Trade Unions. The Cepor!a-tion of Zaghlul eliminated the soci.l teachers, and discharged soldiers, are the most active members,
class represented by him from the p;oﬁitical arena, and th re- Buf workmen joip ag wel.. 'Althguexgh it has been demonstrably .
actionary feudal and corrupt bureaucratic elemenis appeared on  proved that the movement is financed by the great agrarians and
the scene, to become the prop of Imperialism. Or in other words, great: industrial capitalists, still it would be wrong to assume that
the Kingdom of Heaven conquered by the Zaghlulists was - the: organization is kept going merely by generous monetary

. herited gy their politicals oppo -nts., Hence tae opposition of support. On the contrary, the movemeni is based on a very

- the former fo the independance ” accepted by the Adly-Sarwat strong idealistic (although- reactionary) view. Money alone would
combijnation. ~ It was not the revolutionary question of nation.l not suffice to build up |a-party possessing the strength of the
liberation, but the co.flict of class interests that underlay this national socialist labor party. 1 b e -
opposition "It is a struggle for power.  The real question is, ' This party possesses a military organization. It has, in a

' which section of the prorertied upper class shall reap the T-uits -certain sense. active and passive members. The active members
of the compromise with ‘lmperiahsm,—rthe- feudal bureaucrats or are organized in troops based on militpry formations. Each troop

- the capitaiists and agrarians? There is a third factor inter- has ifs particular number. These troops ' are composed  f
ven‘ng in. this stru ~vle for pcwer. It.is lmperialism, wi 'ch has Ordl?ax_'y soldlers,,corporals, sergeants, lieutenants, and majors.

! found in bourgeois nationalism a more powerfu! ally. An Ran" is marked on ‘a red sleeve band decorated with hooked

" allia > was concluded behind the closed doors of the gal. -e, Ccrosses, and :ﬂtll;e%ta:!e tt:ﬁr:ef ndxtng to the !mthtarylrunk. l'l‘here

led : rrectly dismissal, of the Sarwat are -reasons to believe that these troops maintain close relations

; ‘Cl;%xized to the resignation, more co ‘: y I ;ll?tht the mxl;taa', io(r"mb;tion‘sh otf the regi_mzn}‘s'. }"I‘he melr]nbfirs tl)l!
=" IThe latest political events in Egypt sig...’y ti.. collapse of e troops are boun oath to support each other to the death.
0 orh}ni:t ceu:n;:n. They prove hog histol;'y l{as c'eprived the i .Iglse spirit- permeating these froops is best illustrated by

: umnial bourgeois’ .. a consistént revolutionary role. In fact, the bloody events'in Oag;')mgen. Here the Munich troop (number
‘ifs unwillingness to head a revolutionary strugele c1 its rc'vrn  247) was threafened a crowd of workmen. ‘The major
from London in Seotember, 1920, marked the exhaustion of the thereupon gave the command: “Weapons out, load! The

/little” revolutionary_ significance that the Zaghlulist partv jos- threatening attitude of the crowd caused the troop to hesitate,

. sessed, . It was not lone before the revolutionary social forces .Upon this the major: shouted: “Will you not keep your oath?

. repudiated -its leadershin, A general sirike of the railway is appeal to conscience called forth the reply: “We keep our
worl.ers, called on ‘e occasion of the second deporfat’~ - of 0athl” The shooting then began. The troops are armed with
Zaghlul Pasha in December; 1920, was not responded to by the Tubber: cudgels, revalvers, and army pistols. The arms ire

! wogkei’s. This was e first sign of the breach between bour- <carried legally, The Munich troop which caused the blood-bath
~ geois nationalism and the forces of mass revolutica, which alone in Gceppingen pas progeﬂ{ provided with licences permitting
are capable and destined to win the independence of Egv i ?Tms to be carried, and after it had been separated from .he
Therefore, bourgeois nationali... eventually landed in the 'ap Crowd by superior numbers of police, it was allowed 10
of Imperialism, after a spectacular career of a few eventful "_e"liﬂ the weapons, lﬂ‘f,was ’Oﬂﬂilcted out of theppm_gen with the

*. months, during which it was caught ifi the whirlwind of a spon. .- escort of the rclic —aad placed in a special carriage

~ faneous revolufionary’struggle. = | ’ attached to an’express train. :

In a rather peculiar way, Egypt is enjoying all the sensa- ¢ Thet following 1s characteristic for the convening of hooked-
‘tions of a bourgeois . revolufion. dalism and reactionary Cross meetings: - , . o

“ar :)l:x.'l:numcy are %efe,ated; imperial exploitation wi.. be _arried A,“ the arm? members ‘of the National Socialist

* o in the future through the mediam of the native bourgeoisie. The = Labor Party,from al] over the country, are ordered to appear
basis of imperial rul. is widened, but the revolutionary conscious- ?‘“3.““7 mle‘etmg, so that even in IPIRC“ where they have
niess of the anti-imperialist hosts will ‘also be quickened. Thus Iollowers whatever the meeting is always comparatively largé.

- grows the struggle, and the day is drawing nearer when the . The occurreaces in Wurtemberg show that the government

of Egypt will be free, in spite of the fact that British ©f this province — the social democrat Wilhelm Keil is a member
perialism,gembodied in KidF Fuad, has secur.d the loyalty of of this government — is working hand in hand with the Bavarian
y

: e oy oy o o0 3 1o oy o _ reactionary government. Even after the Rathenau murder no
/ %ﬁg&o‘i‘ﬁhsi& I simo help t”e revolLtionary forces to‘, rohibition was issued in Wurtemberg against reactionary

L ' ormations. It is true that NSLP. meetings have now been

, : : prol'Med. The national socialists will however continue to

- v P ASCISM ‘ _ fo . meetings, and the passiviy of the government
w i & ‘ ) will @able them to do so under some other name.

i : - ! c;l‘he LeadinF.tacﬁcs claf the nation:l sociallists are, abovef all,

e ’ . ; LI . to render themselves popular among the vacil ating strata of the

The Fascist Danger in South Gemany middle class, and among the indifferent masses. We must not

Fid o g By H. Tittel. close our eyes to the fact that their determined attitude will gain

: ' . . - - _for them a number of followers rendering them extremely

. In South Germany, above all in Bavaria, and more recently dangerous to the working people. :

o an increased extent in Wurtembérg, the efforts being made by ~ The workers of Wurtemberg have hitherto adopted am

. the National Socialist, Labor Party are most conspicuous. The aimost indifferent attitude with regard fo the national socialist

latest events in Wurtemberg, the bloody occurrences at meetingsin  movement. The proposals made by the communists in the {rade

Stutigart and Geislingen, and the shooting affairs at Goeppingen, unions towards organizing proletarian self defenae&zc:ived no

- 'show how. immediate is the danger of a rising Fascist movement.  attention from the great masses. But the bloody evenfs in Stutf.

.1For .som 'v..2ks the followers o _the hooked cross (an antl-semtic - gart, Geeppingen, and: Geislingen (in Geislingep a social demo-
‘organizafion) have been holding a systematic campaign of crafic editor was severely wounded) have been the means of
meelings in Wurtemberg. They are striving to gain ground Il opeming many éyes fo the necessity of these proposals.

-~ over the country. The national socialists carry on their propa- ; —

-~ganda with a flood ot placards and eaflets. ese facts show SERE - LS

| that the movement is supported hy groups possessing capital. : Ap p EA

ke The meeting campaign of the hooked cross followers is a - .

. _systematic offensive on the part of reaction. - Reaction has learnt . "

* many lessons from its defeats. It i:?aware that it can onmly be S Feace on Earth .
victorious whea j{s endeavours meet ,mi'lh the sympathy of the

. broad indifferenf masses. Its so-valied program shows that it 1he Amsterdamers will deliver you over again defernceless
- understands excellently how to adapt i acl? fo the mentality of the to the wild beasts of war. _
- indifferent, and to the vacillating petly bourgeois strata of the Fellow workers! , ,
. population. The national socialist movement is anti-Semitic, it is 'Between December 10. and 15. the conference of the Amsters
n

& national Greater Germany movement. It has unfortunately ~dam Trades Union International and of the 2, and 2% inter-
}umdna willing ear among the disappointed masses with ifs mationals'was held at The Hague for the purpose of considering
- @ - catchwords against jewish| capitalists, aﬁainst usury  the best means to be a‘dopted%y

- and pr teering. Although the m‘ovm%bkl is militari

Vi
S apbac s Tl G ok l; e i

the international working class
y organized  against the dan‘g_en‘st of a new imperialist war. 1.

i
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. . Such a congréss was mever more suitable fhan at this commitiees of action be formed for heéaling the split in every -
precise moment. The wreiched agreement made at Washington, country. and lor making all further schism

. on the hmifation of armaments in the Far East, has not been

ratified up fo now. At Genoa the proposal of the Russian Soviet

_government, fo place the question of limiatation of armaments on

the agenda, was unanimouslg re'{::cted by the great capitalist
powers. At the very time when the Hague conference was ho!:
ding its sessions, Poland, Finland, Esthonia, and ‘Latvia these
vassal states of the Entente, refused fo reduce their armaments,
alihough the Soviet government proposed fo reduce the Russian
army to 200,000 men, that is, by 75 per cent. 5

. In all capitalist countries energetic work is lge,ing carried
on fowards developing air fleets and gas weapons, mediums
which will play’ a decisive part in the next war. In September
the world stootl on the verge of war, when the Turks were
victorious over the Greek vassals of England, and proceeded to
march towards their own capital city, Constantinople, and to
occupy the Dardanelles as the passage lea‘din% to ‘this capifal.
Had Turkey not renounced the obvious right o being master in
her own house, the world would have been plunged inte a fre-1
Balkan war, which would have developed into an Angio-
French war. : :

The reparations question, that is, the question of how
the Entente should best set about the work of fleecing the
German ple, has been transformed into a wrestling match
between England and France as to who should dominate in Europe,

~ and the relations between these two couniries become more

‘acutely antagonistic from day to day. While the-position of the
workers becomes daily more wretched, while the states have no
money fo provide the unemployed with a morsel of bread, while

all cultural work is being neglected to an extent hitherto unknown,

the capitalis! states are expending more on armaments than ever
they did before the war. Among the broadest masses of the
workers the feeling is growing that it is not sible for maiters
to continue as they are.. And all bourgeois politicans speak
openly of the danger of a new world war. ; -

An alliance with bourgeois pacifism instead of a prole-
tarian_united front against war. .

The Hague congress was confronfed by a great task: To -

gather together ail the forces of the working class against the
capitalist attempt to use the proletariat as cannon fodder again.
But unforfunately the Amsterdamers, and the representatives of

- the 2. and 2% Internationals, renounced beforehand every idea

- cipate in the congress. And.more than this; they del

_during the war.

of ,mobilizing all . the forces present in the working
class for - this strpggle for life itself.  Although there
can be no actual struggle for peace unless the masses of the
peorles of the Near and Far East parficipate in the conflict, and
80 long as capitalist and miltarist cliques are doing as they like
in- these couniries, still the leaders of the Amsterdam Trade
Union International, of the 2. and 2% Infernationals, never even

‘tlight of inviting' the representatives of the labor arganizations

<« these countries to the conference, There are frade unions in

- Constantinople, in Japan, in China, and in India, which have

nlreadg conducted' extensive strikes, and which are permeated
with the will to fight in the interest of the worlan;f
arrogant representatives of the Western European

abor aristocracy
did not even move afi

er towards getting (hese'peolglees
iberately kept

away from the congress the three million members of the com-
munist parties belonging fo the Communist International of the
‘whole world, although these parties have been formed by precisely
those proletarian elements who fought most bravely against war
They deliberately excluded from the congress

we- millions of workers behind the Red International of Labor
nions.  They invited the Russian trade unmions only. )

The represeniatives of the Russian trade umions imme-
diafely proposed that the representatives of all communist parties

- and of the red frade unions be admutted fo the comgress, and
_ declared to the Amsierdamers and social democrats: “We are

divided from you by igreat antagonisms, but if you are willing to
fight against war, we are with you. In this case we are prepared
19dallLyogrselves with you- despite-your shorfcomings, and to fight
side

other antagonism mvst refreat before the danger of war”. The
reply of the Amsterdamers {o.this was ahuse of the communists,

»of whom they allege that they cause the split in the trade unions.

the representatives of the Russian irade umiopns ans-
trade unions. ‘It is not we. but you, who expel minorities holding
different opinions from the frades unions. But whoever may be
at fault for the schism in the trade unions, we offer our help

~ fowards overcoming this schism. . For strong and- united trade

- ' nmions are necessary for the war against war. We propose that

oA

clags. But the .

to parti- -

- 8ide with you' against the dangers of war,- For every

pon
: “Every child knows {hat we are opposed to the split in the .

4 . £al impossible; if you
will only give us the possibility -of agitating for our ideas in the

{rade unions, we are ready to submit {0 frade union discipline.
Thise proposal was scornfully

in_the conflict against capital.”
rejected by the Amsterdamers.

And at the same moment when the)" were preventing the

formation of a proletarian united front against imperialism, they -

allied themselves with {he bourgeois pacifists. For the first ‘time
in the history of the present day labor movement, the trade uniqas
and the political labor lorganizations held a congress in commun
with the representatives of a part of the bourgeoisie, and thus
gave the bourgeoisie the possibilit '
affecting the most impartant questions of the labor movement.

The. united proletarian front -is opposed by the alliance

of the Amsterdamers, the 2. and 2% Internationals, with the -

representatives of a part of the bourgeoisie.

It is attempted to justify this .procedure by the statement that all
forces directed against war must be ‘collected for the conflict. -But
this assertfion is a pure swindle. The Amsterdamars have refused
fo ally themselves with. the revolutionary workers, the only real
opponents of imperialist war. They only ally themselves with the
bourgeois pacifists, the overwhelminig majority of whom went
over into the camp of nationalism, precisely like the Amster-
damers, during the war, and aided imperialism fo tear the flesh
from the bones of the proletariat. :

Words in place of deeds against the danget of war.

. When the Amsterdamers and the 2. and 2% Internationals,
rejected” the united proletarian front, and formed an alliasice
with the bourgeoisie, thef'
Hague conference. People who refuse to join the revolutionary.
proletariat, and who prefer {o ally themselves with the bourgeoisie,
do not really want to fight seriously against war. = Imperialist
war serves the interests of the bourgeoisie, and those who_ally
themselves with the bourgeoisie enervaie and weaken ‘the workin

class, and render it impotent 10 fight against. the danger o
imperialist war. And thus we have witnessed that ‘the Amster-
damers, the 2. and 2% Internationals, actually wenteso far as to
make speeches for tlie war against war, oblivious to fhe fact'that at

the same moment in Lausanne, the allies were throwing a noose

around the necks of the Turkish people endeavouring {0 force a new
Versailles peace on the Orient, the sure forerunner of a fresh war.
The intervention of the representatives of the K: n {rade
unions was required as a reminder that mn January {herc will be
fresh decisions made by the great powers in regard to the
rﬁ)aration question, which may render the situation very acute
a

over the world. But all the endeavours of the Russian dele-, -

gales failed to persuade these remarkable pacifists
to organize even so much as a demonstration strike,

which should show the international bourgeoisie that the prole.
tariat is beginning to gather its forces agamst imperialism.:
Instead of orgamizing the fight against the

Amsterdamers threatened an international strike in case of war.
To these threats the representatives of the Russian {rade unions

replied that an international strike against war would be a trial .

of strength demanding the complete equipment of the proletariat.
When war breaks out, every nationalist passion -is unchained,
milifary laws are proclaimed, and self-defense is only possible to
a proletariat equipped and trained by years of uninterrupted
class war. How «can the proletariat® be prepared for
a revolutionary fight against the outbreak of war, when years of
coalition policy have yoked it to the chariot of the bourgeoisie,
<ahen it has : .
propaganda against the bourgeois idea of defense of native-
couniry, when it possesses no illegal organizations, when it has
delivered all weapons int¢ the hands of the bourgeoisie? -

Break with the Policy of -coalition with the bourgeoisiel
Fight to the' utinost against the  policy of defenee of
the native country!. | {
Prepare the working class for the war against war,
agitate in the army! AR b oyve
Open up relations with the working masses in the Near,
and Far East, ard in the colonies! — -}

These were the watchwords - of the Russian  trades
unions. - These are the watchwords of the Communist Inter-.
-national and of tae Red International of Labor Unions.
These watchwerds were replied to, ' without -causing . the
slightest protest in the congress, in a speech by Emile Vander-
veﬁe., ~fonm;r,;d|airmanc$! the 2. International and subsequent
royal Belgian minister, in| which he expressed hlmse]f in favor of
dé¥ence of native country, and defended the regaratxf)qg po_hc_y,

2 d

y of partiapating in decisions’

pronounced the condemnation of the -

anger of war, the

come ac¢ustomed to renounce all revolutionary '

i
]
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by ' And in the commission of the congress the former
W 'secretary of the 2. International concisely déclared that, should
. 'war break out, the social democratic parties and the trades
. unions would be obliged to act as they did in 1914, that is,
"' -betray the proletariat. ; :
. Camille Huysmansstold the truth about the sort of conflict
against war carried on by {le Amsterdamers, the 2. and 2% Inter-
- mationals, . At present the{"threa(eu_wilh the 131ernauonal general
‘ ‘strike against war, but they 'do this solely to keep the working
. masses quiet, and will deliver these over fo kmpgna.l:sm,. bouna
'~ hand and foot, for they have no intention of ﬁghtclg against the
| bourgeoisie. Those who have for_ rYears renpunced all idea of
, fighting against, the bourgeoisie, will not rise against it when it
+ is an acfual mater of lie and death. {

The united prolefarian front against fhe danger of war.

7 - Fellow workers! The Hague conierence has proved that
*| ‘the leaders of the Amsterdam Trades Union International, of the
' ,2. and 2% Internationals, are not ready to fight against the
growing danger of war, that on the _contui{ /they are doing
. everything to make such.a fjght impossible. you do not want
_to be dragged defenceless on to fresh battle-fields and annihilated -
“rin ‘millions, you must gather together in faclories, workshops,
and mines, in town and country, even against the will of your
. "Jeaders, fo form a united front of the fighting proletariat. You
. ~must- gather fogether in one united proletarian front, without
". {hought of party ‘differences, or another unity may be your lot —
+ the unity of death on a common batile-field. You must overcome
the paralyzing influence of {he reformiist leadérs, who split your
“+ ranks anf ally ‘themselves with the bourgeoisie, You must bggin
¢ fo-day to fight the war dangér in every country, with the greatest
* energy; you must liberate the masses from: the influence of
-imperialism, you must render them capable of rising like one man
. -agalnst .the danger of war. The masses of workers in- the
. 1 yiclorious capitalist countries must learn to r nize that they
., are no less defeated than the masses of the vanquished capitalist
countries. They. must ygnize that if they do not oppose the
rapacious raids of their governments, it is not|the bourgeoisie of
14 the com}(uered countries that will pay tribute, but the masses of
" the working people in these countries, that these will sink to the
A Level'.of Chinese cooljes, and will be driven by want and misery to
- Wwork on terms of -slavery, enabling the bourgeoisie of the
victorious countries fo forpe their warkers to accept sfarvation
. "wages. The workers of the vanquished capitalist countries must
‘i .recognize that it is not in goalition with their own bourgeosie,
but-only in. - ' : ‘
unity wit the proletariat of the victorious countries, that the
chains of Versailes, Trianon, and Neully can be broken.

Liop s, The rwhole inernaﬁon#n! proletariat must gather around”
P w?‘( Russia, the sole letarian state power opposing the

p /f’osx?fanized power of 150 milion human beings to the rapacious
7 po ;

£

gl

if A

icy -of .infernational imperialism. ,,
= Down with the imperinlist policy of the
- ments! ARy | : |
1% Down with the Vemi‘es treaty of peace! = ;
Lt Long live the united front of the proletariat against the
- danger of war! ;
¢4 Away with the codlifion with the bourgeoisie!
Away with the 'reformist leaders, who render the prole-
incapable of fighting! | ' i

Long live the Communist Internationall

Long live the Red Intéruational of Labor Unions!
Moscow, 19. Dec. 1922, SIS I
The Executive of the Communist International.
The Executive of the Red International of Labor Unions,

i
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6.C. 1. and the R.1.
- Workers of the Worl

.. 1. Jusl recently t~o international proletarian congresses, held

» jpd.@oxoy, finished -their ;rtq?rk: ong, the Congress i%f the Caom-

_ls:t-.i‘l’:l.emayronzl,_ a&;!hﬁl;‘ olh;{,' the‘hConm‘ressE of the Red
rade Union Lixty -Communi.

‘ gani’bﬁ‘oga_}_l %ar%o! : ore than Lixty unist

+ Reyolutionary Trade Uniong | fr

: 1 hhmdnie':fclhoi againgt the in
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Workingmen and women: You have felt the. weight of -
the capitalist attack. There is hardl{v a country where the
employers’ atganizations are not, wi.h all their m* "™ ppnressing
the working \class. The bourgcoisie is siriving to restore its
collapsing mdustry undermined by the crir'nal, imperialist war.
It is striving to meet its monstrous war debts, to reestablish its
shattered fmancial system, to preserve its F-~~e profits and
protect itself against any outburst of discontcnt on th: part
of the proletariat. 1t seeks to do all this at t“: expensz.of the
labor, of the health and welfare of the working class. With
ruthless ‘cynicisi 1 the capitalict class lengthens i.e working cay,
cuils .wages, imposes ever-increasing 1{z..!'on, suppress:s ' the
resistance of the workers by Jocl outs, and end-avours {o esta-
blish a state of war for the workers by mobi: ing its armed
gangs of Fascisti. : '

Instead of doing away with the huge expenditures upon

'armies and fleets, on the mainjenance of armed gangs, of hordes

“women fo rally to the defense of the uni?
1

-

of police, instead of adopting a policy of peace and thus releasing
enormovus sums of money for ameliorating the cc lition a

tortured and ruined population of unemployed invalids of war

ar * peace, hungry children and proletarian mothers, the .t -
geoisie is feveris l{ building: new instruments of destruction,
and the mci~ce of war once again hovers cver the w.-'d.
Simultaneously the bourgeoisie is sucking the last drop of blood
of the rrolmriat .and is snatching the last crust of bread irom
the children of the workers. , -

While in Soviet Russia, ruined by imperialism, life .is
becoming easier, in capitalist countries it is becoming more diffi-
cult an inful. _In spite of the frequent proposals of the Pro-
letarian Republit to disarm, the capitalist states in all couniries
are fostering militarism. = The position will become- hopeless
unless the working class mobilizes all its forces.

Both the congresses mentioned above therefore call
upon you, Comrades, to iorxpwa United Front against
capital! | i

Form a United Front against those who lock fou out;
form a United Front to secure an eight-hour day; to prevent the
capitalists from taking your last farthing from you; {o prevent
them throwing you out on the street, and to prevent them from
impes"~~ heavier burdens of taxation upon you.

Unless you form this United Front you will be beaten in-
sections. For that reason our Congresses resolved to strive in
i:e first instance to brin~ about the unity of the industrial move-
ment at ali costs. The bpurgeoisie, howewer, ‘has very useful
assistanis — the Social Democrats and the Labor Leaders. Just
at the moment when it is’ necessary to ynite -1l the forces of
labor, these gentlemen, w43 have sold the proletariat ta Stinnes,
unite in the Hague with the bourgeois pacifists and expel the
Communists from the Trade Unions. This is an infernal con-
spiracy ¢ -ainst the working class, Could the bourgeoisie them-
seives think of any better method than to disorganize the forces
of thc workers just at the mc....nt when the crHitalists are Lurling
a savage aftack against them? : . ;

Comrades! We call. upon you all, irrespective of Party;
we_caill upon all honest workers and all suffering working
of the Trade Unions.
Do not permit the agents of capital to disrupt the unily of ilie
workig - class. Profect thls unity with your firm prolet-rian

* hands.

The Reformist Socialist {Parties and the labor leaders are
acting on the direct instructions of the bourgeoisie, which is
endeavouring to beat.the working class in sections. . At the same
time, however, dre endeavouring to deceive the working
class by cunning ‘manoeuvres. ' :

In Germany , the Social-Democrats are playing at being

in the ,Opposition” while the head of the Party, Ebert, is the
" President ¢ a Stinneg’ Repubfic. In Italy the Refo ts are
pretending to oppose the Fascisti when, as a matier of fact they

the world and representatives of the
from both benusgheﬂes drew up a

‘they must split

are supporting them. In England the leaders of the Labor Part
defend the British Governmen{ which is crushiig Ireland witl
blood and iron. As a matter of fact all the Reformists desire to
restore civil peace at the expense of the working class. For -
that purpose they must split-thé Trade Unions. That is why

Labor Moventént. 2ol

Our GCongresses have united the revolutionary Trade -
Unions much’ more strongl{ than they ever were beforc, Our
Congresses have i -trucled 1'._ip executive bodies at every oppor-
tunity to appeal even fo the Amsterdam organizations, even to
the Social-De nh,*t?&llkeuptheiomt stn.gg'lefumu
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sggressive capital. Bt in this we must have the assisince of - The 10th All-Russian Soviet Gongress
A BrinEJ pressure o bear upon your leaders! Compel them " to a||~Peoples Of the World

to form a United Front, and if they continue to resist, form this ; . i Lo ‘ 1 ;
United Front without them, and remove all obstacles in the path _ The 10th All Russian Soviet Congress, the supreme legis-
of the United Struggte. 3 3 ‘lauve organ t:f th: Russian Socnalu};'te l;lederah;e Slclmet' R: ;::
‘ 5 G . once more solemnly reiterafes, in the hame o millions of proie-

S éhm xﬁnﬂe::cf..oiftaltihsi 3:)‘;‘5_5:::“&‘ rtel}fxsewt%ﬂ:g::gch?::: tarians and peasants, its will to peate and to peaceful work..
a rart of capitalist profits. They refuse to introduce a single _ The workers and peasants of {e RSFSR. again raise- &
ref or make a single important concession to the Working warning voice against the renewed threats of war, the or -of

iy o g armaments among the capitalist governments, the disgrace of the
Class,” Ther._cre we say: - Versailles- treaty, and the colonial machinations of the bourgeois

L You 'Mmt,qu(e fo Secure a Wol;_km’ Government! states. . A Rl Vs -4

- You must fight for a government of Labor organizations. Workers of the world! All of you who long for peaceful
P! your faithful representatives at the Helm of State. Drive -~ work, join your forces {o those of Soviet Russia for the aitainment
out the henchmen of the capitalists, the bankers, the stock- of our goal of peace, of salvation for humanity from

exchange brokers, and frust magnates. annihilating war. ;

" The Labor Youth is with us. At the last Congress of - The "soviet power, rising out of a revolution, began its
' fhe Young Communist League, recently held in Moscow, our activify in the year 1917 with an a{ﬁfeal. for the condUS_io&egi a
" watchword of combat against attacking capitalism ‘was supported , just and universal peace. Since that time it has continued fo -
with burning enthusiasm in the name of millions of young ~ emphasize this fundamental rinciple of its foreign policy. In the
workers. - : ‘ _ ¥eaxl-= e1;,319 it a;lagllnged 1(;) the( Inited ?1::]1‘& ‘v‘vith proposals for pea.cee;i
‘ The poor peasants and agricultural laboi :rs should march = ° TRaLy. , when froops of the “great powers” occupied
with us. The 1\7. Congress ofgthe Communist l'ns(ernational has ' our revolutionary land, it proposed to take up peace negotiations
imposed the obligation upon ail Commpnist Parties to unite and g‘“‘ all the “allies”, It made repeated overtures of peace to
_organize the|rural reserves of t:: Revolutic., who in their olange:nd Roumania. At Ge"&? Soviet Russia and her allies
 struggle against the landlords cannmot but come into conflict {’;OPO : general d:sarmam'entt 'hen this proposal "t’:s dec_lmed* -
with the exisfing capitalist government. ie proletarian governmen! a tempted fo carry out the policy of
(B adoue % v d disarmament at least within the limitd-sphere of the states lying
The of- .ssed colcnial peoples are coming fo cur side, nearest Soviet Russia, with the hope of later extending this spgefe. :
including the young proletariat of Japan and China. Only the But even this hope was blasted by “ithe refusal -of Russia’s -
Communist Inlernational and the I'ed Labor Union International neighbours to agree to an actua' limifation ef their armies. :
su~~ort the movement in the colonies against the money bags of

Loncon, Paris and N:.. York. Despite all this, Soviet Russia frod the path of disarmament

alone, and within a short time reduced her army from 5 millions to

‘ Our motto is: E v %,%, and issgon;:nuinhg 10 dis:;drmhby a.“further redgyction ’t(; 4
Unify with the Labor Youth; Unity with the Rural Poor; ) men. e has thus proved her will {o peace by acfua
Unig wli(h the Oppressed Pe’oplez in the Colonies. Al deeds. Not by words, not by resolutions, not by by promises, but

~" Forces against {he Monster of Capitalism. by deeds.

5 5 i . . To-day, when the eoples arelanguishing under the con-
 Our_ Congres-s also discussed the qu..don of fighting  gequences of the imperiaE:t war, when the greatest economy in
the most shameful thing of our day, — the Vc-sailles Treaty —  ajl materials is of the utmost necessity the policy of the bourgeois-

::r:g :utg;x; rmmtl’hdvgege trl;atxe:. :: zg;nst 1‘1}ese treah.es,tvzglcsg governments is doubly, criminal, for lh‘e! plunge the peoples into -
] € nderv:lde, one of its autl ors, against the ever increasi misery instead of aiding thém fo d
 freaties, which the Stinmes Sc:ial-Dem:ccrats dare 'not attack, we peaceflul wo,-i:}g - ASTRE P S

have. decidet fo conduct a ruthless war. The 10th Soviet Congress solemnly confirms the pee-e
Comrades! Rise against these hellish treaties! policy hi:}t‘l'erto ‘ursuepc‘]l'hy bolviet Russ}a, am?j Aappealsf to alll‘ {o

i R S - support this policy. Ali peoples must demand peace from their -

[ Ly A hhey b;“! th: seedsl of ‘new ‘;‘."3- bA_llread&I DEN f:eets; governmenis. The workers of the whole world must unite fo-
"e“('i guns, an new.aero%_anes are being built. We must get  defend {hemselves against the danger of threatened war. = Peace’
ready fo resist mew impending destructive war-. at all costs must be ensured for humanity, tortured and tormented,
- Af t.c Hague we, in the name of the Comintern, proposed  exploited and starved. .

'4hat a United Front be formed against ...r, but' cur rropcsal . ‘ Raviet € . e
'was' rejected. K The leaders of fhe Second -Jn‘ernational -assed Csf:l EH- (:‘ ‘;he“l”o;hsio Y'ﬂcgoltl' u.s. AMI'.:K":f:‘n'
a resolution about a - -neral stril2, but this is a base deceFlion. refary of {he viet Congress: A. Lnukidze.
for tht;y‘gaiye notf udggted th: pri .ipl{_hof naticl;‘ul de e‘:vsei ' : < = ‘
i. e, the defense of the bourgeois state. rough the mouth o ; .
‘Huysmans they declared. that in the event of a new war they I IN MBMORIAM &
would do again what they did in 1914. They formed a bloc vith | el

© « fhe bourgeoisie, and refused to form a bloc with the revolutionary g J :

" wing of the Labor movement. » i To the Met;nory of Rosa Luxemburg

 romrades! Proletarians! Which path will you take? For i SHE 3

which bloc will you fight? Will it,be for unity. with the bour- an ,Karl Li@bmcht ; v i
geoisie, v +h is atlacking you, which is crushing you and faking - By Jrast . leyer (Berlin).

| your Jast from you? “The fourth anniversary approaches of the day on which'

Say No! ) , Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht, fogether with a large
Say you will fight for the Unity of the Working Class! number of the German proletariat- festified their loyalty to
.Down wiih the capitalist offensive! %‘Qmmumsm with their lives. Although four years have gone by,

" Long Tive the Unity of the Working Class! - : e event remains in our memory as fresh as the first horror at

g ve the | ; . - the news of the murder of our leaders. through the police: of
(1.l Long live Unity vlvxth_‘the rural poor_and the oppmsd Scheidemann and. Noske. " :

ial peoples!! 3 If our hearts still bleed, if we econtinue to miss our -

: Long Live a Workers’ Government! murdered leaders more keenly than ever, it is because we admire
.| The Execufive Commitiee of the Communist Infernatiomal. - Rosa ar? Karl, not simply as revolutionary martyrs, but also as.
Zinoviev. = Smeral. Carr. Katayama. . - Neusath., great revolutionary tacticians. . Memorial days and tradifions a-e

Ly : S : : not maiters of indifference to us Communisis who wish. to abolish
[ %eﬂmﬁﬁmnd.efmle 8 p?.ﬁ‘é;g;t %:‘,‘;’,‘;‘o’“,; sﬁgﬁff,‘g ; g‘&%ﬁ;:’ Capitalism and replace it with Communism. For we know .aat

- : o) tais : the bourgeoisie is determined fo chek ws by the most brutal.
: ;u—l_lSnngn. Buw%‘:& Mans::au%';rdm. Kolarov. facich means, that we will only succeed by employin the strongest °
bz e Fasctfive Barean of the R l LU measures of ¢ ense; therefore we r2call with pride every. attempt

a3 ] ; : at revolutionary rebellion, and honor those of our revolutionary ! ;
* Lozovsky. Watkins. Dimitrov, Georg. -Tomski. Pruchniak. champions wh:om the| bourgeoisie sp:‘ttered with blood. ' At the
- . Garden. Kalitin, Andersen.. Kunitaro-Ando. Haiss, Joss. - present juncture, when the most important d “otﬁ:ehe \unists -

 Nin. Monmousseau.. Heckert. Foster. Tresso. '~ is fo unile the masses and to prepare “‘:z‘ ruggley we -
\ 3 . 3 5 : . , 3 £ 1 :.




.+ 'a revolutionary prupaganda vehicle.
. cratic bure‘aucnt: 'wg‘d: |
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have a special reason to wew<ider how Rosa Luxembiirg and Karl
Liebknecht succeéded in & .éting th !
even at a time of the greatest apathy and of sferile reformism.
' ihe indignant oufcry again
Democracy - o
- national slaughter and persecution, [d.cpite martial law and in
spite of trenci: ang prisons, the unselfish devotion to the first ré
yc* lionary sirugsles o “he working class aftcr Novembir 1918,
“-all these were onfy th - consequence bf a generation of stubborn,
- unremutting toil -in the service of revowutionary enlightenment
* under the most diffilcult conditions. Rosa Luxemburg relentlessly
hunted down Opporwunism and Reformism to its very roots.
Energetic = practical opposition. pd thorough theoretical
annihilation et reforn...a surrlemented and served each ¢ -
No one saw more clearly than Rosa Luxemburg, the threatenin
dnnﬁer, of an imperialist war, she pointed out these dangers = d,
-, at the same time scatk’gly attacked {he Social Democrafic Party
- Jor its failure to take measures to avoid ithese dangers. In order
that the masses should beiter understand her warning, she
an ﬁ‘Bttait:k upon lmlperiahsni, 0
i n

combined ‘her -propaganda with

which the masses were themselves position., particular

~ she turned her attack upon militari :ﬂich. by its m- “'reatment
of the against itself the most apathetic prole-

o ke she
arian. It ... "in this propaganda that she found herself fizhtin
+.side by side with Karfpbieﬂgnecht wao, in hig active work in thge

¥~ 1 Movement, fou_ht this same enemy of youth. Lieblnecht
. pointed out, at the same time, the close connection between mili-
- tarism, armaments and ° -avy industry, and by the revelation 'of

‘., ~7.e Krupp scandal, achieved remarkable succees in arousing the

/great mass of the people to an understanding of the close con-

‘mection between these phenomena.

: _How little Comrade Luxeunburg cofined herself to a purel
- megative resistance to reformism is shoT'n by the way in whic{
.- she ~~~nected {. figh/ against the Social Dcirocratic Pourge-isie
«coalition policy (micierialism) in France, with an exposure of
the inner hollowness of the policy of mere demonstration and
- Obstructionism of the Socia! ovrafic/ Party in the Reichstag.
* No one before had demonstrated so forcefully and convincing
.., the necessity of preparing for the révolutionary barricade-struggl:
. through a reall revolutionary conquest of the masses. She proved
- in a.masterly fashion, that an apparen{ly rely parliamentary
 Question of the three-class suffrage in Prussia, (a suffrage
‘which conferred ve'~y according fo {axation) could be , ~d as
i e ovehicle What th: Soci'aill;Dem:d-
b3 ave treated as a mere farce, she tri
~ . %0 tura info & sericus beginning of the mass struggle.- What was

| ‘ 7\

masses for. the Revolution,"

t the treacherj of Social -
on August 4. 1914, the gourageous struggle against

_-“&Kgraded by the bureaucrats of the trade udions and the pariy
1dan empty tugai 74 a general sirike, she axgemEted fo use as a
live weapon of ¢lass ‘sir.ke ior concrete ends which the masses
. understood. Even when the flood of revolution surged high, she
did not allow herselt to be carried along, buf, in spite ot her
glowing heart, warned the Spartacus bund, at its mitiai con-
terence in December 1918, against all “iliusions, and declared
. herseli emphatically: in favor of.a revolutionary application of
trade union and rar!iamentary work. She had as little to do with
the fanatics gathered about Otto Rihie, as with the spineiess

slaves of the bourgepisie from Heine to Scheidemann. Above all
she hited those who were neither warm nor cold, such as the

lec: ed Ausiro-Marxists with-red about Kauicky, wio, in that
-decisive period, threw themseives into the camp of the Scheide-
‘mann Social Democracy and hence of the bourgeoisie. ‘
1 The work of Karl Liebknecht was no. less fruitful. Of a
similar temperament. but of less theoretical clearness, he hesitated
or exaggerated here and there.© His keen ~ercep!’on of the real
state of consciousness of power on the part of the proletariat
balanced his zeal for the Revolution. No one understood as well
ag he, both during 4nd after the Revolution, how to talk to the
masses and to sweep them along with him. Despite the sharp-
ness and pointedness of his criticism in the Spartacus letters, it
was he who held together the roughly organized opposition
elements. Only shortly before his death he. struggled vigorousiy -
‘to keep solid the alliance of the revolufionary workers and the
Independent Socialisis. He was, even more than Rbsa Luxem-
burg, during the way and after that November day of 1918, the
genial spokesman of all revolutionary minded workers. :

To the Social Democrats, tactics.come before principle. In
the case of Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebkiecht, as with every
true revolulionary, seber knowledge and tactical shrewdness were
in the service of principles and their development,

. For Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, like Leo
l[ogischts and Eugen Leviné, had learned directly ‘and indirectly
rom the revolutionary activities of Russia. Thus they made use
of this precious knowledge which only the Russian Bolsheviki had
had. op‘mrtunitinto acquire., But through the Communist Inter-
national, . this knowledge cohtinues to bear .fruit amongst the
revolutionary workerg of the entire world. The decisions of the
third an fourth congresses of the C.I. concerning revolutionary
strategy, confain fundamentally the very lessons which Rosa
Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht lauiht and acted upon. - To con-
tinue in the spirit of the mariyrs of the German Revolution today,
we must prepare for the final struggle of the revolution with ai
means which lie equally far from disinterogratine reforms and
mere word-propaganda.

~.
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