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*  The Federatlon of Soviet Republlcs

By J. Stalin.*)

The corrupondent of the hprecorr in Moscow interviewed
ct:li‘l;lde Stalin ‘t’: 'fhb:o union of the Soviet republics; comrade
S expressed the folowing opinions: —
' The alliance of the independent socialist Soviet republics
into a unified federative state, consummated at the first Federa-
tive Congress at ‘the end of December 1922, represents a new

ase in the development of the movement towards union, llready
&\m in 1918,

During the years of civil war and intervention, as the
existence of the Soyiet republics -was in deadly danger, these
republics were obliged to form a military alliance in order to
secure their very existence. This phase of military alliance is
now, at the end of 1921 and the beginning of 1922, passing into
a new phase of development, for e great capitalist powers have
lost faith n the power of interyention, and are attempting to
re-estabish capitalist progerty in Russia by diplomatic and not
* by military methods, At Genoa and at the Hague the diplomatic
united frons of the Soviet republics acted as a counter force
-to the diplomatic pressure of capitalism. The agreement
g the 8 independent Soviet republics, and the Republic of the

East, formed on this basis after the Genoa con erence, must
be designated as a creation of this united front. ‘But later on

the Russian Socialist Federative Soviet R ic proved insuffi- .
'cwnt. the necessity was felt for a closer alliance.

Among the factors' pressing the Soviet republics to union,

_one ‘of the most lmportant is the internal ecomomic situation of
the republics: the great dearth of resources resulting from the
7 years of war; the msuﬁment financial means at their disposal
for proper utilization and dev t of the fundamenfal

" branches of production. Another factor is the natural dmmpn
.of work historically originating in the economies of the rép

y—ﬁ-——————
*) Member of the C.EC. of the Federation: of %cn]asf
z “amt Republm. and People’s Commissar for National

sl
&

. on December 30, and

and the umformx(y of the treffic network covering the whole
federation.

The alliance was further dictated by the
Soviet republics with regard to other countries, The danger of
attacks on the part of the capitalist powers demands a unifted
army and a _united military front, —e J)ccwlly now that the Red
Army is reduced to 600,000 men. Besides being lizble to military

sition of the

attacks, the Soviet repubhcs are exposed {o the danger of econo- . -

mic isolation, of being boycotted by the capitalist great powers,
Thé events that Tﬁreceded the conference of Lausanne, and those
of Genoa and The Hague, show the endeavour of the Entente
to 'isolate the Soviet republics. Unity with regard to foreign -
relations is thus a necessity.

Finally, the formation of a united federation -of socnahst
Soviet republics is actually dictated by the nature of the Soviet
as opposed to that of any bourgeois government, in that it is izter.
national in its essence, and brings every pressure upon the
working masses of the separaté nationalities to unité into one
socialist family.

The combination of all these factors, hns prepared the
soil for the alliance. -

e . The initative towards the alliance has been aken by the

republics themselves. Three or four months the republm
of Aserbandshan, Oeorgla, and Armenia, brought up -the ]
tion of an alliance of republics; the Caucasian repu lics
were joined by the Ukraine and White Russia . .

On December 10, the alliance was decided upon by the
Soviet congress of the Caucasian Federation; on December 13,
by the Soviet congress of the Ukraine; and after this decision
had also- been accepted
the Firs{ Federatiy: Congress of the Soviéts was held in

was formed,

by thellut All-Russian Soviet Congreu I
Federation of Socialist Soviet quum_ s
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" - This Union was joined by: the S.F.SR. as a united
federative body, the ‘Trans-Caucasian |Republic, also as a fed-
.erated whole (Aserbaidshan, Georgia,i Armenja), the Ukraive:
-and White Russia. ' The 2 Soviet republics, Bukhara and Khiva
* which .are not socialist but I-pco " blics, are not included
in the federation. " The RS.F.S.R. iio he greater part of the

federation. - R e i 1 R ;

" The fundaniental’ principleoh : [Fefleration is that the
1 republics are voluniarily nﬂili;zted, ave equal rights, and refain
.+ the right of leaving the federation of republics.

: - The supreme organs of the : i
. blics are: the Federative Central Execitive Commitee, bassd on

- proportional representation,  and |the Federative Council of
cople’s Commissars, elected by the former body as its Executive
- | organ. As regards (fle separate commigsariafs, those for foreign
- ‘frade, army, navy, {raific, and orglgn irelations, are amalgama-

Aed, so that special commissarifs in the separate republics will

. cease fo-exist; on the other hand the commussariats jor finance,
| political economy, lpcal governmen{ bg {ds, labor, and inspec-
[y . tien, will be retained in each republic, but in such a manner that
/" they act in accordance with directions|fissued by the correspon-
.~ ding commissariats of the federativ | centre. The. remaining
. commissaria(s, as those for agriculture, ‘);;sﬂce, education, inter-
. nal affairs, efc,. having special refer fo the customs and

. habifs, cultural Rvel,.and {o the special /forms of land cultivation
.~ and jurisdiction of the various: peopl left {o the indepen-
. “dent regulation of each of the allied ics,” One effect of
'+ this ‘.,is,w*oecureyihethirm t:)f naftx nalle;dﬁveio + ent of the
i .belonging o the ion of $oviet Republics. - -
4 Wﬂﬂ"u is the form of penceful tions, of fraternal co-
. operation, of more than 50 nationalitiés, -within- the limils of a
"~ united state now. created on the frontier beiween Europe and
* “'Asia, This is the solution of the natiosality question which has
.~ been found by. the Soviet republics. What the old” and nruch
- praiséd bourgeois democracy has failed {o accomplish has been
rformed at ome blow, by the.new [Soviet democracy. The
4 ples’ formerly held together by Tsarism, with the aid of the
. knout, \:;ithin ,theu}iniits_ .aﬁglrnegleo{sm ant:’e who sh}"ove -to\vaxids
£ 1. independence with every fibre- i ing, these peoples
! have now unf‘:ed of tel:yeix own .acco forim a united sfafe
1. -federation, and to point to the world way towards the for-
‘mation ‘of the Socialist World Soviet Republic. .

| [ poriTics
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iy o Paris Ee-—' London ﬁ'ia. Ruhr

e = . By.J. T.Wallon Newbold. :

Y. . The situation preseni~d to the British people, both the

- - supporters and the lopponents of ¢éapitalism, by the threaiened .

. -Joccupation of the Rubr valley is serious in the extreme, The

4 . very fact that it affects alike the explojiers and the exploited
- renders it very difficult for a member of the Communist party of

reat Britain fo -adopt a correct attityde. The German com-

rades naturally expect that the British worker should oppese

with might and- majn the action of French. They see it

as an act of predalory capitalism, of imperialism in its most
- blatant formi. - The |British -worker, in|so far as he is class
Hed scious and infelligently, informed concerning the situation,
rds it similarly,*but he requires {to keep clearly in his

ind the fact that the offensive of French imperialism reacts
jost immeditely and most severely upon the equally l!:u'edaitory
' ,~m,itn|ism of Great Britain. In the donference af Essen the

_difficulty that presentened iiself to'the| British delegation .was
‘that it feared, in declaring iiself siro
_attion, it might seem ‘fo assist {
- British interests which, rightly, see i
“ % Rubr the death-kneil of British supremac
. To the Germans of all classes and to

propaganda - of
the occupation of the
in the heavy-industries.
e French outside of the

© official financial and metailurgical circles, the adyance of the’

~~ French army to Essen and Bochum a
[ . against Oermm{

,". 2 b “',, i . n
. but ‘im

~

A ch rs only to be directed
.Thlii?, howevF er, is n h the- "“% th:
reality, France, capilalist France, p
t Franee, n’vs- aftacking not!so much Germany as,
through Germany, striking a deadly blow at her age-long anta-
gonist and competitor for world mwer,\ at Britain.
.+ If it were not for the fact, that Great Britain is depencent
or its z ra_supply, for ils meat, for its cotlon and for many
! isential raw materials either upon the U.S.A. or upon
ies in. South America from which |ships must come along
marines and come

' Internationai Press

Federption of the S.S. repu-

ly against the French

Mgt = #43
the world commitmenis of Empiré defence are such that
the.. . British . govérnment cannot afford fo maintain so
many squadrons of fighting aeroplanes, as are at the disposal

.of Monsieur Pomcaré, war between Britain and France would
be a matter not of years or of months but of days and of hours.

- The situalion presented by the French advance into * =
coking coalfield of (gwmany .is infinitely more menacing " {o

. Brifain’s economtic ‘and political position than was the advance
of Major Marchand to Facktoda in 1898, Then, only an oufrest

of the Empire was threatened. though.Egypt and the Soudan

- had a great. value to Britain, lying as they do on the flank of

etnment 10 reduce the size . of ifs fleet and that |

N
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that road to India which is the spwal column of the British - |

Empire, but the Soudan is remove
it was “ Honour ® and
material safeguard that was threatened at ‘the fime of
Fashoda inciden’. i.ow, howe ar, France is making her greatest
.effort finally to checkmate that cunning policy by means of which
Briain has' for cenfuries made it 'u.lerly impoc.ivle for » ¢
Power or combinafions of Powers g0 {0 coordinate the resources
of Western Fu.ope ag to make them financially, industrially
and politically sironger th-n Great Britan. - ‘
- It has, for cenfuries, been a first principle of British
statecraft to prevent either Holland, Spain, Austria, France
or' Germany geiting control of that region known as Belgium.
A sfudy of the map will show, whether you examine it as it is

from the Suez Canal 1

-~
o

“Frestige” rather than any more -

drawn at the present time or any time since the seventeen.n

vcentury,’ that the rich manufacturing and agrarian territo

" of northern France and of southern Belgium, -geographically
‘and ~ geologically = one, has cut across - by anm

" arbitrary frontier delimited by order of and in conformity
with the inferests of British commercialism. Again ever since
the Congress of Vienna in 1814, when the British merchants
had aiready begun, {o japlfreciale the value fo .industry of coal,
Britigh - statecra t-has taker care to prevent the whole of the
Saar - coalﬁeld~belpngin§ complefely either 1o France or to
Germiany. Cunning Old England took very good care {hat
these rich deposils ‘should be divided between two hostile states.

Again when in 1830 Bel%ium revolted from Holland with the -

appraval of the Emglish Liberals the enthusiasm of the latfer
for their new protege, “free” Belgium, would not go so, far
as to permit the bourgeoisie of Brussels makin% comimon cause
with that of Paris and attaching Belgium to France. Britain
has ever stood for the seif determination of “poor little Pelgium”,
well knowing that in this case justice right and liber y consort
with the inferests of ' the London Stock Exchange and .he
Manchester Cotton Market.’ ‘ : '
. Prior*{o the industrial revolution; France was much moré
Bopulous and economically much more -powerful than Great
ritain. It was only by a policy of encirclement t:at the money
merchanis of Londan and Ams{erdam, employing as condottiere
the hired soldiery of Prussia, Hesse and other German states,
as well as the declinigg naval and :zilitary power of Spain,
confrived to keep France from gaining and  maintaining the
hegemony of Europe and adding fo it a great colonial domain.
A century of cldss struggles and of war with the states- of
Central Europe has entangled France in complications which
have made it impossible for her seriously to challenge Great
Britain’s world gnpremg?. Added to this, France, with a soil
much richer than that pf Britain, has been pped by the
fact that nearly all her coal -fields. lie on- the frontier .or far
removed from the sea coast, harbours and great rivers. This
has meant that, in an age when economic supremacy is built
on coal and iron in juxfapcsition, France has suffered something
akin fo political 'eclipse. When, in 1871, Bismarck took irom’
graenlce the only part:iof the Lorraine orefield |then being
ev
- second rate power. | | | v A
‘When, however, in the last decade of the ninteenth century
-it’ became commercially’ profitable to open up the popoulously
rich areas: of Lorraine and prospeciors began b put forwarde

reat fg)ﬂ;daﬁons of even richer iron fields in Anjou and
’

ormandy; the F. metallurgical and banking interesis found
-new hope.. They t from the incident of Fashoda that as
long as Britain and Germany remained economically intact and
comparatively friendly that there was no hope of France securing
control of t egrut‘ resources of fropical Africa or of any
other unexploit ﬁmLt of the world. y noted in the very
same year as Fashoda that the Germans were commencing! to
build 2 navy upon a plan which was alarming to the British
overnting iclass. Immegiately, they saw and made use of this
eaven ordained prprljmit‘y ifo make bad blood between two.
lim allia

, it seemed as if ‘France must sink to the staius of a |

émpires traditional nce or, at ‘any rate, ftzorab!y_

¢ mcl ! :n' ed towards each ather. A mysterious dnngrs:a e over

. certain jingoistic) n pers in London. The “Daily Mail” .
ceased hat Fr

o ery. t ‘fsmg't be rolled

£ ' -

e

|

in blood and mud”
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and oommuwed to shriek against the menace of the German
navy, Next, the Unionisis, the parly of the successiul industrial

\ . British sieel indusiry agamst. the competition. of the German

Woad

* was the diplomalic reflection

w ist, of the Balkans I{al

3
1
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sieel industry. Meanwhile there had ascended the throne of
Great Britain an ancient roué, notoriously in the pocket of Sir
Ernest Cassel and a group of Franco-Belgian miongylenders.
Edward the Peacemaker—archifect of the Dloodiest slaughter
in humdn history—the present Lord Baliour and sundry other
British politicians made an_ alliance, secret in character, which
( a financial commuunily of
inferesis\ already existing Jor $ome time beiween cotarles of
moneylenders around one or i{wo houses in Faris, Brussels,
Antwerp and London. This dixty gang set thems:lves—just
like the equally unscrupulous pascals associated wih - the
Deutsche eﬂank ‘and the Bleichrpaders their antagonisis—to
corrupt the mercenary polilicians toih, reactionary and relorm-
Spain gnd Russia.
capitalisls were ‘able to hurl a combi-
wers against the blustering might of German and
Austrian Kaiserism. The result of the war is well known f{o
everybody. When it came to.making the peace, Britain' cnd
France alike held their hands up to heaven, swearing eternal
allegiance .fo the divine principle of the self determination of

nationalities. This mnew policy of radical republican
rocuery consoried much more with the infergsis of France than

inirigue and the Frencﬁ’
nation of

" those of Britain. - The laiter had.no particular desire to see

|

Austro-Hungary divided up info a jigsaw pyzzle of finy siates
drawing their cial and military support from Parjs but had
fo agree to it for, as we English say, ‘needs must when the
devil drives”. France and Britain. have spent four years in
réducing Central Europe to chaos and ifts currency to ruin. The
real reason for all this seeming lunacy has been a’ siruggle,
not between two-ideas or between two empires, but belv.een

. two groups of financiers, one of which rose to. power in the
- early 19th century and heid the Habsburgs in the hollow of its
- ‘hand, the other which has risen to prominence within the last

quarter of a century and has become immensely rich in “ pro-

. mises to pay” since the beginning of the World War. The old

group may be summed uﬁ in one name—Rothschild. The new
' ngocin three names—The Banque de Paris et des Pays Bas,
m iété Générale de Belgique and the Banque de I'Union
Parisieme. ‘

The former is the master of Andrew Bonar Law, the
latter of Raymond Poincaré. The year 1923 will see some
wonderiul- happenings as these two duellists and their much

- -interested seconds dance furiously around each other. But that

gl d

L]

. Scotchman and, for a bourgeois ,a Sing
-allow Poinca

belorgs,more to the story of Central Europe and less fo {* . cf
the Rhineland. * Yet -they are all of a piecee The question of
the oil of Mosul, the mas'ery of the Straits at Constantinople
(through which must pass the corn from Odessa and Constanza
and the petroleum from Baku as also in payment therefor the
cotton piece goods of Manchester); the quesiion of Vienna and
the railways and river routes of the Danube Valley; the occu-

pation of the Ruhr—not one €an scientificany be separated from -

its complement. ;
Some people think that Britain and France will arrange
! and that in return for a free hand at Mosi" and cor'~ol
of the oil, Andrew Bonar Law, a: rlrﬁcuarly stiff-necked
ularly honest fellow, will
to have his own way at :Essen and Lcthum.
They forget that Andrew Bonar Law before he was a politician
‘'was a busifess man, and that he was in business as an iron and
steel merchant. iie understands probably hetter even than
Poincaré, attorney of the Comitee des: Forges, the importance
to industry, to armaments to stajecraft in the capitalist era, of
the disposition of the Ruhr, whether to a weak but .indepe' ‘ent
Germany, a strong and 'arrogant France, . an international
control commission which would, probably, be under the thumb
of the United States Government, that is to say of the United
States Steel Corporation. - '
. This is the lem, the whole mighty: problem of the
Rubr, the Ruhr with its mighty river, the Rhine, with- its
efficient canals, with ifs stupendous steelworks, with its wonder-
ful cokeovens, with its giganiic collieries; the Ruhr, which if
its coking coal and ifs machinery are allied with fhe mighty
jron fields of Lorraine:and Normandy and the finely equipped
harbours of Antwerp and Rotterdam; will be a producer and

" & vendor of steel, the basic maferial of capitalist production; at

|

A

@ price and in a volume with which British capitalism: can in
no way hope to compete. - Tt oamt

Sooner or later, somehow or other the proud, unbending

British bourgeoisie whose flag “ has braved a thousdnd years

the battle and the breeze” will find a way tfo. break 'the mns

ith which French imperialism is trying fo bind Britannia.

‘The issue can, in my opinion, only be—WAR." £\

-
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'al'
&5 i

Ten' years of this -

S 0 —

. What the British workers think at.the present' time
scarcely matters. They are thinking very littleﬁat.all about
the Rulir. . Even if they were thinking, the Trade Unions have
been so hammered by the capitalist offensive | (which has,
however seemed only to make their leaders more pudding. .
Leaded than before) that they could, in the circumstances of the
_moment, do little to help the German workers. It is for them
a fterrible danger, regardless of whether French capifalism
enfers the Ruhr alone or whether it comes accompanied—for {iie -
purpose of keeping an eée cocked upon it—by its fellow bandit,
the capitalism of Great Britain. - :

In my constituency of Motherwell in Scotland where, in

- normai times, more steel is produced than anywhere else in

Britain with the possible exception of Middlesborough, the works,
considered according to our standard to be relatively efficie:t,
are like toys in comparison with the~work at-Bochum, Rh: n.
hausen and Essen.. For two years some of them have been
virtually closed down. For two years there have been from fen
to twenty thousand workers unemployed in- an. area whoses -
population does not exceed 80,00. These m>n receive in unem-
ployment pay, inadequate to maintain them in ¥ecency and:
productive efficiency 15/-a week each, 5/-for -the wife and " 1/-.
for each child from the Labour Exchange, supplemented, in some
cases, by parish relief This L)ayment is, whilst utterly ina
quate, yet greater than the weekly pay of a German steelworker.
‘This means that our employers,” some of whom, {o my cerfain -
knowledge, are financially interested in Krupp, can ase and are
actually using the German workers as blacklegs ‘to beat down
to yet lower levels of degradation and misery the men and
women, :

The British workers, though not the workers in Mother-
well, Barrow and ceriain other centres where the cofmmunist
propaganda is intense and our influence strong, do not under: -
stand the significane of the occupation of the Ruhr. It is our
business in Britain fo point this out and to- draw the only -
conclusion possible, that within capitalism only three things are
possible—slavery, starvation and then slaughier!

Against the Treaty of Versailles
4 By A. Ker (Paris).

The program of action of the French Communist Party
places the fight against the Versailles treaty in the foreground
of our atsks. It lays upon us the duty of strengthening by word
of m: ath and by aid of the press the feeling of solidarity ginding
the workers of France to the workers of Germany. At the same -
time it imposes. upon us the duty of fighting with equal energy’
against French imperialism where it is endeavouring {o oppress
the peoples of Central Europe and the Balkans;-the victims of the
{reaties of St. Germain, Neuilly, Trianon, and Sevre.

s Besides this, the program demands a systemafic . infensi-
fication of our propaganda in'the army, and an increase of
communist ‘'work among- the exploited colonial peoples. In this
manner various duties are expressed as being special tasks of
the French revolutionsts, though at the same fime coming under
the general heading of th: umiversal struggle of the proletariat
against treaties of robbery and enslavement: the chief of these
special tasks is the exposure of the parasitical character of the
rench bourgeoisie, and the lending of effeetual support to {he

proletariat of the vanquished and vassal states, and to the colonial ;.

slaves, , :
Action in the coldnies.

The colonial peoples were appealed to by France wnd
Encland to fight for right and liberty. . France has exhausted to
a great extent the reserves of human material in Northern Africa, -
Senegal, the Soudan, Madagascar, and Indo-China. Franee made -
the .ost alluring promises to its colonial slaves. The Arabs of
Algeria even hoped for civil rights. All these illusions have beca
cruelly destroyed. The yoke of the miotherland has become even
heavier and more oppressive than before the war. North Africa
in particular is experiencing a rei%_n of terror. Theré the eome.
munists are practically outlawed. Their letters are opened, their .
press suppressed and they themselves maltreated. . .

But at the same time the general movement amonlg the
colonial peoples has becom~ a great revolutionary force.-" It has’
become a source of indescribable embarrassment for England, and
is beginning {o oochy public opinion in France. When thrown
info tlre uncertain balance created by the Versailles peace treaty,
the demand of the oppressed colonial peoples for -emancipation
may be of decisive weight. Therefore the party must support the
nafive proletarians in their national, political and trade umiom
sfruggles. : 3 ~ ‘
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Help for e jndleﬁriusf of Central Europe,

By the peace treaties our. be rgeoisie has created for ifself

" a number of powerful levers for the extension of its political and

economic dominance on
v - are besides, supplemented by a nurbx re or 1
" at least obscure agreements, ensuring the participaticn of French
- capifal in the great ipdustrial, commercial, and buildin
~ takings of the vassal slates of Polzi.d, Czecha-Slovakia,

ber of more or less secret or

ngary,
Austria, Yugoslovia, Roumania, aid Buigaria. I
- poweriui groups of capitalists, répresent by -our greafest firms
' ,'g;eusot,de,' ender; Acieries de!la marine, Credit Lyonnais,
" Bangue de Paris ef deés Pays-Bas,;L[mou Parisienne), with the aid
" of the French government, have bg«;z[ enabled to {ake an important
- ghare in the metal indusiry, the mines, the texfile indusiry, the

: r'ailwayiﬁthe poris, anc the tanks of the states created of enfarged -

. by the dissolution -of the Ausitro-Hungarian monarchy. - :
e This | financial, indusirial, and milifary profeciorate is
" nothing more-nor less than a veiled form of {erriforial exfension.
In any case the roie being played k ] o1

" tries of Central Europe and {he Balkans creates clearly defined
-~ {asks for the French communisis. | The action of our capitalism
in {hese countries shaws itself in two forms; in economic penelga-

. fion, and in the White Térror. It is the French bourgeoisie which
-+ justigates and leads the reaction in Poland, Hungary, Yugoslavia,
. Bulgaria, and Austria, And-therefore the communisis-must come

v' {0 the aid of ‘the prolefariat of the couniries thus dominated by

. 'France, must aid them in their press, -their agitation in the
- . country, and their efforts in Parlidment. . -

.= The enormous-profits yielded by the exploitation of Central

. . Europe, and the. projects for a complete seizure of German eco-

54 ,non'ty,uieaﬂy show the paras:tical character ot French capitalism.

‘ Our  bolirgedisie is surprised that (Germany’s solvency dods not

o

e

.14 waals to submit Germany’s finances {o the striclest control, it
‘wants {0 stabilize the mark, collect the German {axes, balance {he

German: budget—and all this in order fo save ifself from the
** inevitable financial ruin.. The balance of our sifate finances,

s

-and tie hope of restoration of our ruin, are based on the #xpec-. g

Al ¥ tation that a foreign power will'pay fribute. In France we have
“-nof had the courage to tax the bourgeoisie to the degree in which

it has been done in England. The French minister of finance Las -

- " o other pian for clearing off defi¢its than the hope of German
b gaymenia; in -which but few people still believe. ' 1t is a perfect im-
. possihility for Germany- to pursue dny sensible financial policy if

‘. -we continue {o increase our demands without reference to the im-

© provemént or deferioration of Germany’s position. Our govern-

- .ment wants to force Germany, lg"q’conomic and military compul-
- _sion. to raise money by further e‘;fioping her foreign trade. But
*.7n_this way production is ruined ‘more and. more, and tl.e ‘result
ave {o pay! .

- During the 7t we exposed {he lie of national defense; to-
. " day we-have fo expose ths parasitical role played by French
* | caritalism, its anpexations and exfortions. Too often have - ¢
: : 28 to criticizing the world bourgeoisie in general

]

‘ m&gsfz,.so long as it docs nof

© ¢ in particular; for in view of the leading part which it is playin
e in ‘:bfu,mcﬁon,-it is the mostkamgrgus enemy of _thep w);)r.l;gi
.~ proletariat. 5 il :
. The Communisi Successes in ihe
-~ Norwegian Municipal and Rura
..~ o Council Elections '
.« By Alfred Aakermann (Clristiania). '~ -
3 Norway in October and Decent
1, - candidates in 58 'towns. 'In iall, ‘560 communisis
v elected out of 2,120 membres of menicipal adminisfrative bodies.
conservatiyes, " including 'the associations of non-parfy
. cifizens, won T75 seats, the democratic parties 246, right-socialists
254, land owners, prohibilionists, and other non-political groups
5. The labor parfies have a majority in five municipalities.
% five others they have as mapny seats as the bourgeois bloc,
. -which in nine fows, i
' xofe than the labor parties. , <
N\ During the next three ¥ar$ the 'communists ‘will be the
_in Bergen, Trondhjem, and 13 other, {owns.
~/The socialists of the righ

B

g

" regard o the bourgeois parties, there is a purely conservative
3 I.;!m ol geo es, purely

~are unpopular, in the remaining municipalifics have a
.p;z\lqtive majority, the ecusloq'lyi:g here with: the few emoc;?hc

iticians of the middle class.
i
A3l

the continént of Europe. These treaties’
- split
under-.

In this manner -*

‘gained 5,000 votes.
our, bourgeoisie in the coun-

-factor ‘of local administration,
* increase in proportion to the requirements of the French budget. -

| | is more harm than good.. But what does this matter {o our
‘ j Ahe reactionaries.

' terms. Let us now take up the conflict with our own bourgeoisie

Communist Parly ran

uding the capital city has only one more

t fake the lead in 13 other towns. With

e rondon s et

¥

*

it At tbemumapal elections  in 1919 the lal;or’party woh

630 seats.’ On {he occasion of the split which fock place two

,?hurs later, a gréat part of the elected town councillors joined -
e social _de

: ats, and formcn special organizafions, for the

most Eart in opposition 1o the vld party organization. Affer the
there was a ofal of 333 followers of the parly majority and

244 social democratic secessionists in 47 municipalities. 501 com-
munisis and irght socialist have now been elected in these
- The number of voles cast is of equally great inferest. At
the parliamentary’ cleclion last year. the social democrais for the

< first time set up their own candidates. In 44 {owns they then

received 42,000 votes as compared with 80,000 ‘received by -the

- communists. {This time the two parties received at the municipal
-elections in the same towns, 30,

and 85000 voles respcctively, |

The communists have increated their vole from two thirds of
the tofal labor vate o three ‘quariers, In Christiania the party
‘ The increase was from 34,500 1o 39,400,
In the other {fowns the increase was from 44,600 to 45,800, As

compaied with this, fhe social dimocratic vote in Christiania
- decreased from 11,500 1o 9,300, and in the.other {owns from
- 30,300. to 21.000. : The capitalist parties -have at the same time

suffered a serious loss of votes, when comparison is made with
the parliameniary election. The absolute gains of the communists

. are of the greater signilicance in that the limi{ations now imposed
“'on. municipal sulfrage—the right {o vole being
- iwo. years regidenre in the municipality—are distinctly unfavour-

dependent jon

able for the working class. : NS & 3

’ The rural elections displayed the same political character
as thoge i the cities. The country districts comprise 'almost
two thirds of ‘the fotal population, and represent a very imporiant
] ) As already mentioned, the rural
elections {00k place in Octoter. The communisis gained  an
absclute majority: in 27 rural councils. In nine others _they
possets one half ‘of the {otal seats. In 25 other rurai district
councils the combincd labor parties have the virtual majority.
In one province the party received almost one half of the total
votes. Here 14 communist district councillors were elected out of
councillors, so! that the communists have.almost the majority
in the' district meetings of this extensive district. A tofal of
1,800 communists and 500 socialists were ¢lected to the rural
councils. At the elections three years ago the labor parties had
only 2,050 seats in all. A : : :
_ new municipal and rural councils soon will be con-
vened. In consequence of the election results the Norwegian
Communist - Party will reccive a large number| of chairman’s
{mayor’s) positions; the importance of which: varies according to
circumsiances, The communists Have gained great influence in -
the three most important towns of Chrisliania, Bergen, and.

Trondhjem, and have created a most advantageous si{uaiion for -

the working clasg ’tl)_y breaking the power hitherto exercised by
- The next step taken by the party will be the
formation - of a! union .of municipal and rural councils,
adminijstered by the workers, an instrument for aiding the
workers fo, represcnt their common interests in the class war, -

ECONOMICS

On the Denomination of Paper
Money in Soviei Russia

‘ ¢ By E, Preobrashensky. ke 2 v

, For the second tirme the Soviet government has struck off

(st ! . el a few naughts from the figures of its paper monev, that is, it has
s oo e miciialt s, rute) ditrict shctions {ook [place i Signifianceint thig procceding, fel us first ask the question: What
is the difference e ‘

carried out a omination. That we ma

be clear as to the |

s th beiween a denomination and an acfual devalua.
tion or dep’tqcmin_in of a currency, ; :
' Deyalution means a financiai measure by which the sfate

iransforms the de:reci_ated currency of the country, according to -
- the rafe of exchange, into new securities of fixed or gold value.

_ The state actuall
" market value, paying the owner either in gold, or in paper
. securities of fixed or

buys up the old moneiary mediums at their |

_ d old value. The bourgeois state which

underiakes such & devaluation thus declares its bankruptcy, for

ourgeois financia) law considers fhe constant issue of “fresh

m;:ler, money- for iits budget requirements as a form of internal =
- Furthermore, a serious devaluation implies that no_furiher

, " issue of paper money will be made to cover deficits, and assumes |
in four places, principally where the prohibitionists :
: _table valuta, . | e ER R Ll Wl g
‘= ¢ Denonjination, on the other hand, is purely p nteasure-of
- convenience, ' At the first denomination in Soviel Russia last

s a pre-requisite,—conditions in the state ifself, favorable.ig.a |
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year, for instance, 100,000 roubles of the old type were rendered
equal {o one new rouble of the 1922 issue; 4 noughts were thus
struck oft. At this r’s denomination a mew rouble becomes

equal to a million old roubles, or fo 100 roubles of the 1922;

2 further naughts are thus struck off.. “One rouble” is_written
and spoken instead of ‘‘one million”; the rouble of 1922 is worth

" the hundiedth part of the new rouble; it is equal to a kopek.

ficance of a denominatton is a simplification of calculation.

. denomination;, which is nothing

~accompanying . sinking
_expense of the

~ money ?l&d

ex
_the values depreciated
iment, it is totally impossible from a financial view point to

_ b
in the rate of exchange. Let the German or the ,Frenci

‘the “limone” (lemon);

~ tions

its operations.

i &

Denomination is thus simply a reduction of the gold

nominals; it does not alter the purchasing power in any way,

for this purchasing power is determined by the laws r ulating’
traffic in- goods and money in the country. The sole signi-
e
denominatlion of 1923 has thus struck off 6 noughts at one time
from the old money as 'it was before 1922, But this was not

- done until the actual value had been siruck off by the process

of depreciation by the market itself, indeed to a much greater
extient. '

. Neither does a denomination by any means signify the

 transition fo a fixed rate of exchange. The currency may con-

tinue to depreciate In a country which has. been forced to
resort to the issue of paper mony for many years, a yearly
denomination is very well possible. ” Such a yearly dendjnination
would be very inconvenient for various reasons, and would not
be a measure influencing the financial position of the country
in ‘any essential manner. _ ! T

The bourgeois states have of late been showing much
interest in the Russian denomination, but without comprehending

its real significance. Denomination is frequently regarded as a’

method of expropriating the owners of pa
been said above suffices to show that gu
held by the naive philistine. The owner of paper capital is ex-
propriated by the actual depreciation of paper mony in the
market., This depreciation may take place under two conditions;
it is either the result of a fremendous issue of paper money
resultinghfrom the decay of economics (as in the Western coun-
tries with depreciating Currencies); or it is the resulf of a large
issue of paper money attendant on the circumstance that, where
economics are being reconstituled, the factor. of issue outweighs
all other factors in the improvement of the currency (as in
Russia to-day). But neither in the one case nor in the other is there
any expropriation of a part of money capital as a result of the
more than a very limited resumé
of what has already happen The false idea of denofnination
also bears witness to a prejudice of bourgeois financial science.
This science invariably regards state issue of paper money,
monetary standards, not as a particular

r money. What has
an idea ‘can only be

kind of tax, but as a
mon:{ circulation of the country, though in

actual fact this is only the case when issues are made in the
interesfs of traffic, and- the rate of exchange is fixed, that is,
under quife différent financial conditions. -Another naive con-
tion results from this: the expectation that a ~overnment
which has occupied itself for some years with the issue of paper
reimburse the population by raising the rate of
pre—war value. - Quite apart from the fact that
by the issues do not permit of reimburse-

the fali
govern-

replace precisely those values which have been lost
ment make an attempt at <:o!'upenutingh their citizens for the
losses they have suffered since the war through the depreciation
of the mark or the franc!

It may be said of the latest Russian denominaticn fhat it
has ‘maed off quite painlessly.
bani the old “million”, or, as it has been colloquially expressed,
, and it will not be long before every
one will have become accustomed to this. new and much more

- convenient method of counting money. But as soon as condi-

tions permit to undertake a real financial reform, that is, ccne'-
i 1 a fixed rate of exchange, the question of outward
form will be of secondary importance. The actual question is
the liquidation of the budget deficit. :

e gy

'The State Bank of Russia
SO By A. Chvetzov. ,

L Hs difficulties and achievements, =~

S A

~firm in ‘the confidence of the p

certain form of credit operation at the -

' The new rouble has already |

" rules of credit under the ex
'on a social rewolufion, the
- fix the rate of discount and the interest on credit with a

‘by the gains of anot

. The founding
difficulties. Yet, within a year, one sees the appearance of a great
national bank, possessing a cor:g]lgle system of branches, and

ic. ’ .

Other equally serious difficulties have been overcoime; for

instance establishment of credit. And in applyin
tional circumstances following close
ank has had mo light task. How
oy paper
money constantly. depreciating? It was necessary to. proceed
carefulty, step by siep, to compensate the losses one vetture
1, until practical solutions were arrived
at. The bank issues notes lon a gold basis and under favorable
circumstances ‘discounts
zed indusiries, it contributes fo the revival of agriculture by the
gragliqg of long-term,creqits and encourages the development

usiness. ' -

One should mention here, amo‘xig\\th bank’s commercial

operations, its participation in the corn trade. The agriculfural

revival has nof been entirely sufficient for its task, and the Bank.

has supplemented it by the purchase of great -quantities of
cereals. = ‘3 . T fueng © 2 »
The Bank has played an important part.in the repairing of _
public buildings both in cify and counify. In this field private
initiative has been largely encouraged and credits freely granted.
Before reviewing the chief results obfained by the State-.
Bank in Russia,
be attained under the greaiest possible difficulties. The bank has
had to improvise, to adapt itself to situations both nmew and
unioreseen even by the experts; in short, to achieve revolutionary
results in a period of aclual transition. -
Note: the figures quoted in the following sections are in
gold roubles. o )

I Loans on Wheat.
The loans on wheat continue fo be repaid. A total sum of

10 million gold roubles has been covered as follows: o

1. To provincial branches of the Bank . 3,966,655 or 397 %
2. Sold at Moscow . . . . . . . . 2013084 w 201 %
3. Sold fo State organs (To nationalized - - v

industries and to co-operatives) . 1,772320 ,, 117 %
4. Exchanged against merchandise with

nationalized in-ustries . ..« 257,680 ,, 26 %
5. Given to co-operatives and fo state :

organs on basis of long term loans 1,000,000 , 100 %
6. Sums furned over to various com- :

missariats in payment of salary arrears 990,261 5 9.9 %

10,000,000 or 100 %

Most of the bonds have finally found their way info the
hands of the peasant population, which Las received them in one-
way or another, from private industry or admipistration and are
used for the payment of faxes in kind. *' .

80 % of the bo Is have been exchanged against merchan-

dise or paid in ready monev.. Thus the object of {he loan, which

was fo furnish the State Bank with resources which permit the
restriction of emissions, has been attained. .

The loan on wheat has also accustomed the maé‘su.
facilities of the State. :

HL Loans for the purchase of Horses,

. The lack of horses is one of the- worst drawbacks for
agricultural Russia, 1uined by imperialist and civil war and by
famine, Consequently, the Sfate Bank has, since August, placed
important sums at the disposal of the peasanis for the purchase

of horses. \

These credits are at the dis of the Conmnissariat of
agriculiure and of famine relief. The loan, bearing 5 % interest;
18 fo be repaid in two instalments by the ist of December, 1924.

. Preference, in ditributing the loan, is given fo those

injured in war and industry and to peasants who have lost their
horses either in the service of the state or as a result of a

of Cafile Raising -

public calamity. : :
The Commission for the Revival

examines all the horses received, so that the

uone but healthy animals.
The horses are.

population receives
bought in Kuban, in the

o 7L B S Rt e, S v, £ S iy B T sl o T
e 400 £ e - lan Fxecutive ' consiganment of horses from 'Kazas, ut |
Session of the Soviels voted for fhe establish o ong the peasants, ~ - b

bank which the new economic situation had made |
the 16th of November following,

b &

t of the ‘at(a)t: +created a great stir

e , ,
the State Bank (Qosbank) began ‘?&m% in the rural districts, one of the most fortunate activi
. ; Pyt B R e : o N :

m : ]
The establishment of loans fgn the purchase of borSes.i= ;
tate Bank. ’

-

e

the ordinary |

B

of e bank involved almos{ insurmouniable ~

corinnercial drafis. M finances nationali ,

it should be remembered that they have had fo

.especially in the country 10 appeal with confidence fo the credit

-~

Orenbours*
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IV, The L)cvelo_pmmol Bapking Operations,

g

The State Bank of Russia, today, possesses 133 branches

' {19 banks of deposit, 79 branches, 35 agencies)., : :
The (19 b"Ons' amn‘:;ul’( 1922, its b’alm&:e was reckoned at 4764
million l‘Oiles; on Nov. 1st it was 71,321 millions. -

: At the same tinie the lcurrent accounts have increased f.om
171,800,000 to 17,549 millions. . On |May 1, the State Bank
- possessed only 3.5 % of the iotal sums issued by the Soviet Re-
| public, on November ist, it retained in its vaults 17 %, which
L1 mcates a remarkable increase of buginess and a rapid sireng-
- '\ thening of the nublic confidence. - | -_ : il
e A%gog,mt has undergone a similar development. Beginning
" im April, reaching the sum of 123.4 millions of roubles on the
/. 1sf of May, it atfained the sum of 6,031.7 millions on No-
P 3t.- ‘ e | | : 3 !
3 "mlinlii'x months, credit on leiters of exchange has increased
- 45 {imes. The interest on discount of biils for short terms has
' been lowered, since the 21st of June, o 2% per month (Up to
i m’?gtehs)Siafe Bank has financed nationalized industries,

4 {imes by {ransferring fo them long term loans, on the

"»%m of ﬁ:’; é:ommi,.sagat of Finance, somelimes :{ Ermung
' _{hem direct eredits, On the ist of June, the State Bank had con:

. ‘signed in this fashion, 550 millions, on July 1st 3,245, on August
= 33,6,773, on September 1st, 7,928 and on Ociober 1st, 11,004.

A ¢ began ifs operations in

. ‘agricultural credit. The loans gran to :

‘m"n ively from, 11 millions ( raral ), to 121 millions fMay
ety

“. ~1st); 682 millions (August 1st); 1 ober 1st); 1,534 millions
: :ﬁg& lﬁ?)l.s The credit w)a_s chiefly' granted go’mmufacturers
| farm machinery, {o nationalized agricultural improvements, fo
yation enferprises, efc. Agricultural credit can hardly
affain jany great exient without the help of agricultural
-~ co-operation, - = :

" Since November, 1921, the Bank has assumed the trans-
‘mission of capifal fo and from foreign countries, At first, the
1 transmitted through the Bank were turned over fo the
~ yeceivers in Soviet roubles, at the rate of exchange prevailing on
" 4hat|day. -After May 192?zhit could be done in foreign currency,
£ at ‘drat at a rate fixed brv f Bank, later at a rate established by
i+ a special commission. It will soon be paid at the rate prevailin
~  on the money market. ‘1he State Bank|will deduct a fax of 3

" at Moscow and Petrograd, andiof 5 % in the provinces.
Commencing in May 1922, the lamount of capital trans-
' . mitled to foreign countries throtigh the agency of the State Bank
. had increased, by the 1st of November, to: a total of 1,242,292
: youbles, The Bank charges a {ax of from 15 % fo 2 % for these
S operations. At first, this consisted almost entirely of small sums,
. evidently’ for the personal use of * recipients.” But the
ey ¢ of a commercial ‘characier have been rapidly
; adu iplying for some monihs. In Seplember, 930 consignmens
T oF pﬂaln%mm.fkmia fo foreign tries -were. registered, of
“which 239,250 gold roubles were in forgign currency and 195,750
X roubles in actual Russian money.;  In ( r {here were
1,162 consignments, a fotal of 356,704 - roubles (One half in

&% €). : * - § 4 s ?
i alailed _.;I:o facilitate this transmission of money, the State Bank
gl:omemphtmg the direct glliance of [its branches at Kiev,
. Kharkov, Odessa, Rostov-on-Don, : : i
- Nikolaev, Ekaterinoslav, Elisaveigrad and Homel, with foreign
. couniries. ' This alliance exists, as yet, only in Petrograd and
Moscow, | -, ' : ‘

L offa
o model cultj

g

liu'ssidn NaDMila"lndustry
-+ From the Pravda (Moscow). Lo s

¥ ; ‘According -to the reporis received by the state »naphtha
—manavement, the results obfained for the three most intportant

. The

-~ . maphtha, districts, Baku, Grosni, and Ural-Embinsk, for the pros

| \duction year 1921/1922 were as follows:!

R Form October: 1., 1921, till Ociober 1, 1922 the program of
. production compared with the actual output, was as follows:

a8 in 1000 puds | Percentage of program
e « 3w 166,101 177,870 | S i ]
: .?Gmi . . m 87,655 : i 97 {
i Ural-Embinsk 7,208 8,175 | 1135
233,657 | 273,700 average: 104

Euwes wl N A o P !
A T Tm this we see that fu; three dn:ﬁﬁ%tg “l:f clnlutxtmt exceeded
g program by an average of 4 per cent.| ‘The highest percentage
ol Was obl_lingdm the Urﬁ-ﬁmbmp:k district, but %his is the leagst
_ w important of the three uaphtha fields (it produces 3% of the
. toial output). The m%: important dist
}gw_lput,exceedqngi

~ 05 per cent of the fofal outpu

SRS X
,
e,

1

-\  BE L | 4 —

: grogmn has been fixed at 85,003,000

~100 ‘million puds, fo

riculture increased .

Minsk, Vitebsk, Novorossiisk, .

- agains{ many a

t, that of Baku, yielded:
;proiu,m‘ by 7iper cent, and produced

|
$ 1

J prog@mofgroduchonhubeadnvmuponthe
ast

new

3

per cent higher than_ the pr for last year. For Grosni the
. s, that is, it been reduced
y 3 per cent, The program for the Ural-Embi
ﬁx&? al 8,605,000 pud, 20 per cent higher than last year. The
fotal output for the three districts for the production year 1922.
1923 is calculated ‘at 334,252,000 puds, that is, 27 ‘per cent higher
than last year's prcgram, and 22 per cent higher than last year's
actual output. - | : : |

. Out of an output of 240 million putis about 185 million are
converied into naptha products, while the rest is consumed at
home and by working losses. From the 185 million pucgs, 77.1 mil.
lion' puds of lubricating oil, .41 million puds of petroleum and
benzine, and various other naphtha products can bé produced.
Of the illuminating fuel thus
be exported, after the iniand requirements are satisfie:i.
-~ . The amount of naphtha x{ecﬂuired ti-! the country for the
economic year 1922/1423 is as follows: For railway “transport
! ¢ the Caspian and Volga fleet 38 million
udg, and for war industry 11 million puds.

46 million puds is calculated upon. - ;
.+ According to the ris received in October, the first
month of the mew production m{éu shows a great increase of
productivity, as may be gathered from the following figures:
; ~ P in 1000 pugsu I;ercentage
i ; rogram tput o am’ -
Bakuy . . . . 14221 16,095 \p;fgr :
Grosni o o« 5710 7,941 <7 138
Ural-Embinsk , 705 T 752 107
20,699 24788 120

For October ihe average fulfilment of the program is fhus
120 per cent, - In August and September of the current year, when
the old and much lower program was still in force, this per-

centdge was 96 and 925 per cent respecfively. During the past’

fiscal year, October' 1
But even then the
with 120 per cent for October 1922, :

. 1§ we compare .the average percentage of the program
carried out last year ‘with that of ‘October 1922, we find the
following: The Ural-Embinsk district- produced 1135,
last year, 107 per cent in October of this year. But this result

1 showed the highest percentage.

for the coming .year. Last year Grosni pr
97 per cent, in Qclober of this year. 138
great increase i projected output, the
113.per cent as aganst the 107 per cent of last year.

| THE LABOR MOVEMENT
‘The Revolutionary Trade Union

f

Movement in the Balkans
“ By G. Dimitrov.l L5 )

. ; The trade union movement in the Balkan states (Bulgaria,
Yugoﬁavu, Roumania, Greece, and Turkey) is comparatively
young. With the exceplion of the trade union organizations
within the territory of the one-lime Austro-Hungarian state, which
was united fo Yugoslavia, the trade unions of the other Balkan
countries have been formed during the last 20 years. |
.. The {rade union movement in the Balkans is cifvelopi
in {he atmosphere of m violent class war between labor a
capital: ‘' The competition apzcidprcssure of the considerably ‘more
powetful and r organized European capifalism has caused
the workers 1o be exploited with a barbarism| which only finds
comparison in the back%ard;colonial and semi-colonial countries.

uced an average of

r cent! Despite e

- 1 Even before the war the frade unions were forced to carry
on long and difficult s les for every ftrifling improvement in
working conditions, while in many other European countries cer-
tain improvemernis were gained by means of peaceful negotiations

‘between trade unions and capitalists,
0 e ' i

: rade unions of the Balkan states have had to fight
bare n‘f.hi of existence, have had o defend themselves
cks inyolving great_conflicts and sacrifices.
Il comprehensible that opportunism has
the trade union movement of the Balkan
e_lsegm‘ the European movement, and that it
influence the theory and practice of the trade
i and of :colla«

oletariat and b : %e- And there
bggmﬁmq ready o

for

It is thus v
not béen so successiul i
couniries as is the
has not been able
union; movement in
boration belween the

play, fun o dhg ¢

S ,.t‘

Noia

basie of the resplts yielded ¥ The bE projected
production for | {ln be_e:g(ri:?i mm%.mdi ‘tEai ’i.;,dés :

field has been

ained about 12 million puds can *

export of 145—

centage was only 114 per cent as compaied .

r cent .
is probably explained by the increased pl:)fram of production

aku district produced -
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. This vely explains why, in the Balkan sfates, the simply vanished. This Was nothing but a | d; there -
trade unions did notypg'n;it themse{\'/es fo be made thie fools of p{:o reduction in prices. e ¥ el

imperialism, even before war was declared, as did the trade
unions of Germany, France, England,’and other. couniries, but

on the con , armed. themselves against the imperialist war,.

and. condemned the treachery of the Amsterdam International.
' This is also the explanation of the remarkable fact that all
atiempts made by the reformists, afier the war ard’ at the present

time, fo intluence the trade unions, or to create their own organi-

zations, have been unsuccessftil. S} :

; Inn this respect Bulgaria and Yugoslavia offer a noteworthy
example. The reformist trade union cenfre existing in Bulgaria
up to the war joined the Red cenire in October 1920, the latter
being affiliated to the R.I.L.U. since its foundation. This eifected
the conipleteynify of the Bulgarian trade union movement, a unity
entirely revolutionary.

After the revolutionary frade unions were destroyed in -

Yugoslavia, the reformists endeavoured to head a legal trade ynion
movement. But although they were aided by the government fo

take on of the buildmfs, funds, furnishings, eic. of the
revolt‘l’t‘i)sﬁ‘mde unions, still they did not succeed in winning
over mo n a few dozen deluded workers. :

The working masses of South Slavia utferly scorn the

reformists, and the raging Terror does not prevent them from

~ unifing in revolutionary trade unions pos:essinrg great powers of

{

resistance. On the other hand, the favourable influence of revolu-

ionary-socialism has prevented the frade union movement in the
‘Balkan states from being affected by :anarcho-syndicalism.

« At the present fime the capitalist offensive is in full swin%
in the Balkans. The white Terror cnables the capitalists o
Yugoslavia fo increase the exploitation of labor, for 'by ifs aid
they have been able to introduce the nin: and fen hour working
da;‘ and to reduce actual wages to their present level of 40 to
45% of the average prc-war wages, _

In Roumania and Greece the same conditions obtain: The
«apilalisis seek fo reinforce their economic offensive by means of
sirengthening political reaction. :

It is . BulEaria alone that all the attempts of the bour-

eoisie to establish the white Terror have been without avail.

anks fo this circumstance the Bulgarian t{rade unions are in

a position o organize the resistance of the masses against the
apitalis?noifensive in comparative peace, and are doing this
with t success, At the present time the whole couniry is

1 aﬁ? by a united strike movement, and led exclusively by the

ed frade unions. This unanimous and organized resistance of
the working masses against the attack of capifal has already borne
-excellent fruit in Bulgaria, . .

? Not only’ has the eight hoir day been refained, and the
main_objective of the capitalist offensive thus successfully defen-
ded, but in some of the most importaat branches of industry it has
been possible to gain an actual rise in wages. Thus for inslance
the average cost of living in Bulgaria rose by 25% between April
and Oct 1922, and during this same period, thanks to the
Jinfluence of the trade unions, the wages in the leather, sugar, and
fobacco indusiries, and in the building trade, were raised b
35% {o 40%. (The average wage in Bulgaria is however still
\40% lower than before the war.) . v

" This energetic_ resistance naturally enrages the :industrial
ma‘fnntes. and they are organizing armed bands in their works
-and factories, led by Whife Guard Russian officers. ' In many
places these bands have a!mdL attempted to attack the workers,
and to render strikes impossible. It is gratifyng to nofe that the
favorable influence of the R.LL.U. and of the C.I. is promoting
the rapid formation of the proletarian fighting - front of the
~workers of the Balkans against the capitalist ofiensive. |

At the same time we are enabled to see with increasing
clearness that the first pre-requisites for an organized fighting
front must be created in the Balkans for the trade union move-
ment. The formation of this front is the most important task of
the trade union movP:nanl in the Balkan states at the present fime.

“ There is no doubt whatever that the {remendous difficulties
obstructing the development of the trade union movement, the
white Terror in Y via, the violent persecutions in Roumania,

and Turkey, and the attacks of armed bourgeois bands in-

B ‘will be shortly overcome the revolutionary trade
union movement, by N 8y

£
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Defense against the Capitalist
- Offensive in France
: ; By Berpard Lecache, 3
t -In' 1921 the press, at the behest of/ a ' French
‘come more and more dependent on the
ist class, proclaimed the mecessity of a * reduction in
. Soon after this press reported that prices were actually
_Iithenporuwer:gbbebdieved,highpﬁmhaq
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This did not prevent the metal workers’ union, in the
fersons of its famous leaders—Merrheim, Lzbé, and Lencir—=
rom participating in the equal ‘representation commitfees, under *
the pretext of isntiluting investigations regarding , cosis of
living. These commussions are direct connective organs befween ca«
pitalism and the 1’ or organizations, actual tinks joining -ca-*
pitalism and- reformst trade unions. The working clas: was
speedily able to taste the frvits of this collaboration between the
ciasses.  The metal workers’ share in the produce of labor -was
rationc, limifed, cut down ‘in the most shameful way. - An irdex:
was -set up which was hound fo lead fo a further reduction in
wages. The representaiives of (k- trade unions, with Merrbrim -
at their head, accepted this reduction. Within less th~n ’wg

Jyears — from May 1920 until January 1922 — the workers were g

obliged to submit to three reductions in wages, mainl th-ough
the personal fault of their representatives.” Is the cost of liviag
aciually less? The exa . confrary is the case: In fact duging-
the severe winter of 1921 prices showed a tendeicy to rise,

metal workers, thus robbed of their

illusions, and meeting one .

disaopointment after another, demonsirated with consi¢ -~ ble
energy against the reduction of their v-ges. ‘Merrhsim's s‘ar
began. to decline. At this time—in December 1021—the split in
the frade unions was brought about through -the fault of the *
reformists. ~ The . Unitarian Genera] FEaber Con"*~ration
(CG.T.U.) was founded. Imu cdiately - after coming into
existence, the new unitarian motal workers’ union had to under--
tal:> a number of fighting movements following one another in
close succession, and clear'y and determinedly directed against

reductions of wages of its members.

The first conflict broke out in
—in Vielle Montagne.—40 out of a

the Departement du Nord
total of 200 workers were

expected to submit to a fresh reduction of wages. The employers

adopted the good old tactics of tryin
of the workers. In this they fail

to undermine the solidarity
however; the 200 workers

held together, proclaimed a strike, and were victorious.

‘ A few weeks later the foundry workers of Marseilles
ceased work for fifty days. The attempt was made to force them
to submit to a ten per cent wage reducticn. They were successful
in getting the wage reduction lessemed to 2 per cent.

Another sirike broke out in Lille, and lasted  for Lally

13 weeks. 3,000 workers protested a

_reduction. The employers were ob!

case also.

gainst a 10 per cent wa
iged to capitulate “in this

In the Deparfement da Nord the chain-smiths withs‘iood and

attack of the employers on their wages by fifteen .weeks of deter-

mined and united fighling, and were

successful in repelling the

attack. This was followed by the glorious fight at Havre. . =

more than 15 weeks of the severest

band of capitalists, (he workers were defeated.

struggle against a united
gl'he movement,

which had been general in Havre for a few days, could no: be

®

extended further. It emcc..tered the all-powerful Iron Wc "3
Committee, which dictates its will fo (e goverument,

At the same { - an equally
strike in the Seine et Loire district

imposing metal workers’
failed for precise‘l)' the
‘Van

8-> reason. In the Deparfement Loire Supérieure, in tes,
the mere beginning of a defensive movement sufficed to bring
the employers {o reason, as they feared a general sirile exte: fing

over the whole couniry. This result
mined unanimity of the 20,000 metal
require to lay dewn their tools. .

was obtained by the deter- "
workers, who did nct even

F:om this point onwards thére \ re no more strikes,

The employers  generally submitted

without- a struggle to .'e

]ls_xl;es‘suré of the organizations. But sfill there \.»5 an exception,
= railwaymen of Batignolles (quarter of Paris) and the ¢. k -
workers were obliged ) resort fo a sirike to force their exe.

?loi(ers to abandon their wage
or the present. ;

reduciqg plans” at least

What is the situation otherwise? - -

In, the tailoring workshops, and in the works controlled }z
the Iron Works Committee, wage reductions have been made, wit
the result that large numbers of workers. leave| the “isirict
altogether. A secret circular issued by the capitalisis of Havre
regrets this circumsfance, and complains, through their organi-

zation, against the industrial undertakings of the Departement
du Nord for taking these workr~n info their emnloyment.

The w-rkers in the buildine trade have been considercbly
affected. Where th¢ frade union organizations are but wt dy
dev:loped the workers have had to submit to {-irly large recduc-
tions in wages. In the Paris district, on the ¢ rer hand, wie'a
the building workers union has been more active, there has been

ctically no reduction ‘in wages.
Ly In the years 1920 and 1021
reduc:d, in various instalments, from

the miners’ wages wers <
3,50 to 8 francs mer shift.
t X S
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“The miners of the Allier und Gard dJsh'icts have suffered fo a
. yery high degree. In e Tepartement du Nor? the reformists
. dec an«g {hemselves in agreement witH a redus’"~- of wages of
ar9 francs per shift. | A .

~

reduction for this year. But the mine

g .countercd this ‘in{ention
by the threat of a general miners st 7

P& 3 3 e ’ _»*;! ! L
s An_ - industrial  {echnical periodical, *L’Usine” (The
* Workshop), the organ of the I:un Works Commitige, recently
45 ,czlciilaie’g the resulfs of the offensive.| It admits that wage re-
. cuctions have done practically nqthinq to aller” te f:e s'tuation
*__oi French mdustry, and comes te 1" corclusion that new and
improved methods must be employed ifi tangible resuliz are to be
. “obfained. “ We must reduce the rate of exchange of the franc”
*  —so0.writes this orgaa of the capitalisis. :
' Will the French industrial magnates vetture fo reso.. to
. 4h's exireme means? They are fully capable of it. The French
. indusirial magnates are no longer safisfied with the profits
. which they gained by the slackening |of the eight hour day
- law since the sirike of 1920. They 'm%e anxious to- atfain a re-
| duction’ in wages by means of a {oru:q depreciatiori of the value
-\ of the French franc, -« {larihaiie g !
. * . But it may vety easily happen that they will cut their own
_ throats by this procedwre. ©- |

.. The Capitalist Offensive againsi
_* the Eighi Hour Day in Ausiria

A I, | By Erast Haidt (Vienna).

'{5 ‘. \Uhen the National Assembly.in 1919, resolved on the forly-
. gight hour week for workmen, and {he forty-four hour week
. for youthful workers and women, the ‘capitalisis were still influ-
. enced by the insurgent proletarian power. They were anxious {o
' ghow the workers a different counienance, fo make them forget

{

* of fhese same capitatists. The recolution of the National Assein-
~ bly did not proceed from conviction, it was a concession which
/it “could not ‘avoid. The Social Democrat Hanusch, as secretary
| of slate, also took good care fo provide so many exeptional regu-
. ‘lations that it was not difficult to pass the bill. 'But after about
' {hree months he himself began 1o pick boles in this shop-window
measure of the Ausirian Secial Democrats and to reshape it
_more in accordance wWith capitalist desires. The first thing was
o do away as far as possible, with the 44 hour weck, which at
first applied to all women without exception. A decree issued by
i ordains that the 44 hour week is only valid in under-
takings in which. wonten ar¢ in the majority, A'The employers
- gladly accepted this hint. All ofiicials, foremen, eic., were added
1o the number -of workmen, so t'in most underfakings the
1 red majority of male workers was found. In the sfate

a

r ih

" fobagcco and cigar factories a fhi agreement was made
. with the workers’ organization for ihr hourg weekly overtime,
- 8o that 47 hours were worked per week instead of 44. In the
" workshops of the siate railways the ry- repairs to plant”
- were forward by the orgamzaﬁon,'as a prelext for squeezing
|10 hours overfime weekly out of the workers employed. Thus
" the first attenipts at abolishing the eight hour day, and the 44
. “hour week for = women, Wezf made by the social democratic
- “secrefary of state and by the ledders of the reformist organizations,
ey The capifalists were naturally encouraged by this example
© < and-wherever il was possible the eight hour day was made a
‘. dead letier, for the time at least, b{ thé infroduction of overtime.
‘. It must-be especially- noted .that this was done with the conni-

" vance and even the aid of the reformiist irade ?ion. Even in the

. undertakin s.of'ihe‘cityoi Vienna, the depulieg of which are three
| ‘quarters Social Democrats,’ the eight hour day was temporarily
Jju et aside by the demand for overtime.| | .

The slogan chosen by the|‘capitalisis, the government; and

. the irade unions for ibe work  of ‘re;construction, was “ more

" work”. ~The Social Democrats somewha{ shame-facedly inter-

1 industr huslyﬁas poss}ilbae.s.e»en eyt -
e us the way ha sufficiently prepared for the capi-

Era.:;mi,sts_ y ‘the tfrade union luders‘b:%y fhe a sick wa
{+ made.sSo long as.the markets were favpurable, the greater number
'+ of undertakings could do’no more thdn merely wish for ionger
- .working hours. But the scene changed with the i
e

sn%to.the fullgst extent, that the workers should work as

~discharged than necessary, in order. fo exercise
weaken the resistance of

more
sure, on the “hmgh wages %, and
Reduced wages — so the capitalisis

I Woﬂ(ers to ‘reductions.

S

ﬁbur fo compensate for %he

i R §
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re 4he actual attack was:

ued—will” induce the workers o work the ninth and the’
shortage of wage.

1\ Tle mining companies hn"nonnc_eé \a fresh 15 per cent wage /
" demand for longer working hours. The

" “what they had suffered before and during the war af the hinds

! g':_ded {his 'motio as signifying that the eight hour day was to -
be u

: i hou beginning of the -
,Qqns:,s.}\v'::h ils atlendant wholesale dismissals of w%‘rke;“g Even-

1t i 4n actual fact that in one mi
L T i
‘writlen pledge wark fen hours a
ebikted, end i 1. o)

“up with Abe iniention ‘of exiorting the lo

, T underiaking, *0 workmen
were dismissed .on the prefext of sho ~of work, and were
uld start again if they w give a
ially i lld"x’;déﬂahlzis pse;{n:dpot'
: egpecially in small unde 8, standing
aione; that the employ’;rs openly approach the -wor‘l'(irs with the -
' plang of the Seipel
are obviously drawn
; est possible working
hours out of the workers, Even now, the {rade unions le
willipg aid toward Iegfthening working hours. In the “ Engine
river”, the organ- of the railwaymen’s organization, it was
explained that the eight hours onl
cffitial duty. Preparaiory and s quent work were not to be.
reciconed, so that the Eracﬁcal carrying out of this organization.

government iowards a “sound basis ’

applied fo the time of actual

shijt involves at leasf 10 hours work, Working hours based .
on this inferpreration have actually already been infroduced, step

by sfep of course, so that we have no longer {o reckon on an !
eight hour day

hour day for engine drivers efc., but with a nine hours day.
In private indusirial undertakings, 60 to 100% of which are at
present on short time, there is as yet no open efiort on the part
of the employers fo lengthen workinﬁ hours. : At present they are
mérely endeavouring to increase the aren;y ~of unemployed, to
reduce the wages of the workers employed, and fo”increase the
misery of the unemployed, so’that they may ‘ufilize these in their
main attack against the eight hour day. It is characteristic that
despite short-lime, despite the hundreds of thousands of un-
emp’loi'ed, the leading theme of {he bourgeois press, and of the
capifalist conferences, is the necessiay of doing away with the
eight hour day. -~ . s
" So far as the reformist irade unions are concerned, the capi-
taligts will find but few obstacles ‘thrown in their way. They
have already demonstrated that they are yiot only willing fo {ole-
rate, but are prepared to further, a violation of the eight hour
day. - Fortunaiely, the state of afiairs is very different amon the
working people. To their honor it must be said that they have:
resisted every attempt at bribery, and have only succum 10- .

-ihe exireme pressure of {rade union burearcracy. It may thus be

confidently expected that, as soon as al! underiakings are running
agagn, they will defend themselves against the united attacks. The
eight hour day law in Ausfria was, in actual practice, only aa -
official sanction of an already existing sfate of affairs. ost
caiegories of workers had already fought for and won an-8%
hour working day. The workers will thus be able, despite the
endeavours of the capitalisis, and despite a complacent trade union
bureaucracy, to maintain the eight hour day and to render all
attacks against it abortive. ,

The Developnient‘ of the Class
Siruggle in Cuba

By L. Guerrero.

' The real history of the working class' movement in Cuba
beﬁins with the revolution which gave indcpendence {o the
Island. The imovemert came swiffly and boldly to proclaim the
irreconcilable conilict of classes. It won many offensive victories
against the new Cuban Bourgeoigie despite its youth, it declared
war upon all that was Bour{geois and all that originated from
that implacable enemy. It fought with courage and audacity.
Though it held no special view regarding the Proletarian state,
at least, it fought. It was a movement of bold action, of war to
the knife with the enemy, in the face of enormous sacrifices. - -

<. Before the Cuban . revolution, Spanish imperialists had:
looked upon her as a possession of only minor importance from
the capitalist point of v v. She merely served as a place of.
exile for seriois delinquents and for inconveniant preachers of
the class siruggle. It was the Spanish “Sibera”, And because.
its tlimate is pléasant all the year round, it was also the meeting
Eluae_e of prominent bourgeois, out for enjoyment and distraction.

t, as far as the Cubans themselves were concerned, they were
aJlowed to die of staryation and misery. Sincg the entire ruling
clags was foreigh, there was no- meed to distinguish between
one Cuban and another. The Spanish bourgeoisie ‘was the un.
disputed master of Cuba, and al: the Cuban people, a-single class, -
were at its mercy.. Under this rule there exi only exploitﬁ
Cubans-and exploiting bourgeois Spaniards. ‘ :

* ¢ The revolution of 1898 ended the brutal tyranny of the im-
a:ﬂ.l_ ialist Sg;mg‘rds and  the le breathed more ireely. But

xys)vg:: f! ng meag Itxﬁra eﬁ %iu%n: wholhgd'bem ;;‘a-al
uoctir exploiters. al merely a new se
of history,” ?iglun | this oppr pwplg/iﬁtoya new epoch,
theqpog of the clasg struggle, ~. - - .

' Because 'of its' immense riches and its ieogra hical .
situation, Cuba has passed under {he guardiafiship of the United
States: ' The petly bourgeoisie, whose number has increased w':h-
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~euch enormous rapidity since the revolution, have copied in evory
detail the government at” Washington, their strangler of today.
All ifg institutions, carefully modelled under the direction of
cunni 5 politicians of the United States, serve largely fo a
r: *° developement of the bourgeois class and the exploitaticn
of human and matc:” - 'resources. The American capitalists
had an eye open for the possible exploiiation of Cuba, before,
perhaps, but the possibility of exploitation rested ‘largely upon
the form of state and government. So they have succeeded  in
"establishin

of monetary control, When the gibbet was ready and th¢ cord

adjusted fo the neck of Cuba, the iormal execution began under

the hands of the bourgeoisie of the United States. .
. Earlier, the new Cuban bourgeoisie had embraced the exe-
i cutioner- as its “Liberator”, its ‘Messiah”, desiined to carry the

m bourgeoisie {o the.capitalist class. But this dream has

shattered by later events.
By reason of its nearness
productive discipline and has developed

- _industrially with astounding rapidity. The penetration of capi-

‘peaceful nor without sacrifice.
~ tionary

ir 4 q-‘eh.;is

talism has brought with it an almost complete exterminatien of
the small manufacturers and their absorption in the large in-
dustries.” S e i ;
! This event has hastened the rapid division of . the Cuban
people into classes and has prepared the way for the historic
struggle. In. short, Cuba, at the present moment, is considered
‘to be a country considerably developed from the point of view of
production and of the division of classes. There are {wo ruling
classes in the island, the Cuban and the foreign. The laiter is
‘crueler and more brutal, but from the point of view of the
worker, - they "are equal,they fight side by side against the
Cuban Proletariat. i \
. The course of capitalist development has not been- wholly

here have been revolu-
convulsions, mcments when the entire bour-
foundation trembled ‘ beneath the ruling class.
new bourgeoisie, drunk with the success of
liberation from the tyrant, embraced its ally, and together, they
began to dictate their terms to the working class, But they

" deceived themselves, The Cuban working class, influenced by- the

- imprison

number of Spanish workers who had come over as exiles
. or for some other reason, inherited their fighting experience and
set up its trade unions against the new bourgeoisie, who sufiered
defeat after defeat under the attacks of labor organizations. They
had cause for astonishment at these attacks.. The trade unions
. constantly reinforced by néw energy coming from Spain, united
- more and more in a fighting front. b o
~But the petty bourgeoisie learned its lesson soon enough.
, Under American guardianship, it progressed rapidly. ne
soon saw the adoption of new factics to protect its position. The
-tac’"¢s imported 1 America began to play their effective part
“in the struggle between the classes for power. The state, the
hmrgteuig government, backed by the American government, has
ignalized dictatorship of the bourgeoisie by deportation, by
ment, by assassination. The victories gained by the
W class have become more and more difficult to refain,
the exploiters have begun fo regain their power,” For they have
had their common of action, a strat for all their class,
without treason and without any collaboration. By such means,
they have prepared a resistence of ‘iron, while the Cdban wor-

king class has to struggle in the confusion, without a_de-
finate stand, divided in the face of its common ememy. The
situation has tragic for the workers or~anizations.

After ‘a certain number. of bloody strikes for bettering

. .conditions, for the can&ieng out of the eight hour dav, discourage-

ment is deepening in. the ranks of the working class. The lack
“of unified effort n the ranks of the working class, the lack of
‘a preconcieved plan of action or of a definite and clear -stand,
- has plunged the Cuban proletariat into further confusion. Our
Cuban comrades, after their first victories. over the eight hour
_day, have seen the

_~ front and prepare a ;i'xe:; of action. The workers organizations

N
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- hold these conquered’ .gositionsv withdut fortifications. - The
remain ever divided, each group
hout national or international central
and sh-mgh{ot the capitalist class.
. Until nearly the end of the European war, the Cuban
workers s i
Socialism. Naturally, as in the rest of the world, t was a
constant le between them, since there is no )
for the principles of Marx and those of Bakunin. A Neverihless,
#l';df:“ght with unusual antipathy, even accusing one another
_being

tion, a prey to the unity

equal. Their papers suppressed, théir ceniers
vernment, they have becogse victims destined 't_o
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to a country so developed, Cuba-

with igs craft organization, wit-.

gled under two distinct tendencies, Anarchism and.
mon basis
ts of the police, efc. ' But before the reaction, ‘they.

L were cticall
. closed by the

ﬁonanthAnesﬁondmce b AR Rk 625

their institutions, and have safeguarded them with .
innumerable political and’ economic {reaties, among- others, that,

bourgeoigie reorganize ifs damaged - open '
¢ § . 5 . and Denikin, then abroad.

| disgppeai:x Perhaps, this event clears the wa
| -zation of the proletarian front in Cuba und:(' a definite program,

-which will amaze the entire world by -its boldness..

enlarge :
wextending over the whole co

' geoisie of Moscow, which had no faith in the
‘ment, and greatly fear

»

y for the reorganic .

and a program umited with national and intérnational revolutio- -
nary | politics. : TEHC S :
| The anarchists who -carfie from Spain in- such numbers '~
since ' the revolution, with ‘their vague and flighty conception: of: .
a prolelarian state, with an arcadian corception of liberty, un-.

-disciplined, uncentralized, ‘have coniributed largely ‘to the
- disintegration of the proletarin front in "Cuba. Their position;

hesitating between Individual aciion and opporfunism, Letween
anarchism and’ bourgeois reaction, between heroic action and
betrayal, has hastened the rout of the proletarian organizations '
in the island. Leanqu o the right like the pdliticians iof the -
hourgeois class, -they have often betrayed their own anarchism -
and the entire working class. 3 A Y : 2

. Nor has the little group of socialists contributed -more to '
Lring about a movement more ‘mified and strengthened with
revolufionary Marxism. With a position almost indistinguishable, =~

 without a_definife stand for :the proictarian state, for revolutjo-
mary factics among econcmyic
I'struggle of the masscs, they iought confusedly, without so ‘much. -

organizafiofis, or for the dail

as attempting {o 'creatle a definite objeciive for the prolefariat.
True, they have had their victims like the anarchists, aid they

_have coniributed something to the struggle between the 'classes,

but the working clags of Cuba . cannot pardon either the
Anarchists or the Socialists for having ' contributeds by their '
confused action; to the disorganizaiion of the labor movement.
Still it is not toc late to redeem these old mistakes, and for that,
no moment has_been mere oppor.une than is the present.. The
Russian revolution has cleared the road for the emancipatiof ot
the proletariat. The Cuban working class has set itself to
renew- the old struggle, to take a genwmnely reveluiionary stand
For the |
working class of Cuba lhas understood well enough, the istorical
significance of the Russian revolution and knows how F)'appre- ;
ciate the sacrifices of Red Russia. =

IN SOVIET RUSSIA |

The Struggle of ithe Soviet Republic

'

againsi the Counter-Revolution ..

I : By Ashmarin. . »
(On the occasion of the fifth anniversary of the Tcheka.)

. The All-Russian Extraordinary Commission- for combat.
ligg counter-revolution and profiteering (the Tchéka) was foun-
ded on the 20th of Dgcember, 19t7, in Petrograd.: During the
first period of its activity, the technical apparatus of the com- -
mission was exceedingly limited; it was composed of a collegium-,
of 10 and of 120 employés. The development of the -siruggle
with the counter-revolution obliged the commission fo gradqa%l)' >

its apparatus, until it became -a- mighty organization

fry. We 'shal§ iry to trace in

s brought to light from out of
ter-revolationary - conspiracy,

is_extraordimgry organ has
saving the” workers’ and pea-
» 5 A1 4 -

broad outline what the Tchek
the subterranean darkness of
and fo give a slight idea of
been able 1o accomplish towar
sants’ state, : :
The ,Soviet Republic inherited many mighty bourgeois
organizatipns from the Kerensky government; these had gradu-
ally deserled Kerensky, and being disapsointed with' the revolu-
tion, Jonged to return to the past. The Russian bourgeoisie, and
the liberal* democratic classes closely rejated to “it, gathered"
together in Moscow in July 1917, after the Cadets had withdrawn /
from the Coalition Government, and attempted to. mobilize all
non-socialist ‘elements in the country from this centre. 'In the
middle of October the National Political Council. was Tormed
which worked towards the restorafion of the monarchy, an
pened up connection with the counter-revolutionists.l(oitchak

The Trade and Industrial Comittee united the big- bour-!
Frovioional governe
the threatened proletarian revolution.
The activity of the Commission in the period 1918—19 shows the
hidden side of the struggle of the big bourgeoisie against the
Soviet power, The. representatives of the Committee irequently
visited the German 'emrssy_ in Moscow, at the same time keep- .
ing up relations with the Allies. The agents of the Commitiee
succeeded in penetrating into various Soviems." The Com-y
mittee lived solely on the hope of the overthrow of the Soviet
power, made active preparations for reconquering the natig- -
nalized factories should counter-revolution be ii:.lorigms, and
financed the bourgecis counter-revolutionary ‘ izationg, =~ °
: R f ; 58 1 T :
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A ~ .": e now pass 1 ﬁu/ oi- anizations ﬁhiéh ‘were founded discoversd. . In the summer of 1921, the Tcheka discovered &
- r Revolu ion.kg - - republic. The

" after the Nover . ol g
e T%le Right Centre was founded in March,! 1919, by the
representatives of the National Council, the Cadels, and, other

'.cdnnter-revoluﬁonuga organizations. 1is main object was ' the.
*resumption of the Easlern front against|

ﬁ;mgny, and f%r- this
rpose it received the instructions of | il niente, and -was
-gﬁﬂpgoned by the SR/s.” ln;theiautw)nn of 1918, the Right
" Centre collapsed, as most of its leadifig functionaries went south.
" “The story and the role of the Leagué of Rebirth hive been
made suificienfly iclear by the trial of ﬁ‘einght Social Revolu-
| dionaries. The League of Rebirth occupied a common platiorm
" witht the monarchis.s and Cadels, acknowledged Kolichak's
“power, and kept up relatigngswit}llx the Entente and with - the
 White Guard generals in the South.” ' | : ' T
? The Nagtie:naI..CMUe was founded in May-June 1918.
thered. to?he_r the representatives of all non-socialist par-
i ties. It was headed by 7Tchenkin, who was also the leading
\figure in the League of Rebirth. The Centre maintained rela-
* ‘tions with .the White Guard General Alexeyev, with- the repre-
" seniatives of the Entente, and united in a bloc with the Asso-
E ’cid,t'i? of Socialist Parties maintaining the Idea of the State and

T

- the ue of ‘Rebirth. - Iis agents endeavoured fo disorganize
. {be army, its Peirograd ocrganizations performed the work of
‘spies for Yudenifch. : { ‘ s
7 1a May 1918 the Tcheka discovered a great counfer-
- | pevolutionary conspiracy
":;'Fatherlaudrind,‘b‘l?erty,.headed by Savinkov.- The members of
. this organization, one-time officers, enlisted in the Red Army
- | without mentioning their past The aim of the organization was
4o unite. the officers, the .common ground of patriotism and
of hate against the Soviet power. The risings in Moscow and
" Kazan were prevenied by the Tcheka, but thecenire of the
association fled, and set to work energetically to reconstitute the
' organizations and {o make iresh plans. Risings in various dis-
 tricts. of g}ussi: were ‘projected in connection with the expected
. landing- of the Allies in Archangel, The association had its
. puclei everywhere. The planned uprisiugs were discovered in
i ﬁ and fhe White Guards received per punishment.
., In. the summer of 1918, the Entente missions were
medx%‘y”lchve. These were headed b‘{‘ he English representa-
Lo t. The Tcheka discovered whole network of the-
of.the Entente agents; the material found in the possession
these, showed that the agents of the Entente had not only: to
as spies, but were also concerned in ithe disorganization of
he Red Army, the blowing up of brifiges, etC Lockhart,
vergne ('Fren‘cl agent), and Pool (American agent), were
or the 1ki retained in the concentration camps
‘England and France. Their agents had however to answer
to 1 e S_up_remc}‘R‘ey?iuﬁonary Tribunal, in the famous “Lockhart

8

1 V‘The Tactical Centre, which was. of monarchists,
dets, Social Revolutionaries, Menshevi

" stood: for_ the r ition of the Kolt
. sho eat activity in the cause of overthrowing fhe Soviet
: w, is solely due to the watchiuln®ss of the Tcheka that this
: 5 fdaﬁgupu;‘orﬁ?niution was rendered harmless in good time.
. The first collapse of the Associatipn jor the Defense of

' - Li fter| the famous

' government,

sful in seizing power.

- atiempis ‘at mutiny had been preyented, the association
“fo exist, but came to life again in | This organization
s finally 'crushed by ‘the Tcheka in 1921 . = '
i We make only brief mention of the proyocations of ‘the
geniral committee of the Left Social Revolutionaries, which
inspired the murder of the German ambassador Mirbach, and
atiempfed a rising for seizing power in Moscow. We only draw
.. atfention to the fact that at the moment of the rising, hali of the
i collegium of the Tcheka was composed of lefit al revolutio-
= maries; the deputy chairman and the majority of the troops were
1 also the ranks of the Social Revolutionaries. This is the
. sole anation of their tem Qur rapid and
:¢ gnergefic action was successf ting the fraction of the
Left Social Revolutionaries at the Soviet congress; and to put an
end o these futile altempts. & '
£ eryone will still remember the
ated against the Moscow committee o
St., where many of our party comrades w
The Tcheka speedily discovered the culprits, and arrested all
the “subterranean anarchists” concerned in the affair. This
orga though “left” in raseolotg,, main?nined relations
'hNe Guards of the Ukraine and of the Don district.’
In Petrograd the Tcheka had no| light task. Here the
cies of  one-time officers were | frustrated, and in
1919 a: conspiracy organized by an English spy was

murderous act
ur rarty in Leoniev

K i
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jor_the Dejense of -

aroslay

After the rising in Yaroslav had been suppressed, and after-

killed and wounded.

huge cofispi which’ seriously threatened the .
Tcﬁeekai crﬁs?g th? great .miliy

fary an® terrorist orgamizati:is

connectel with the Mencheviki and the S.R.'s. , <
The Tcheka played an » important role in the’ ungeasin
struggle with the right social revolutionaries. The activity o
the right S.R’s was revealed in its true light before the prole-
tariat of Russia anﬂ“}ot the whole world at the public S.R. trial
held in Moscow during the summer of this year. . _
It .is solely due to the energy of the Tcheka that the

Russian: peasantry has been finally freed from the banditism g

which was endangering our agriculture, and which  formed a
reat support of the White Guards. At the present fime banditism
as almost completely ceased. - i 7 o

After the orgai:iza;iory forces of the counter-revolution
had been~defeated, after internal and external enemies had been
ruthlessly crushed, the Tcheka ceased fo ‘play a great role, and

_we we_greh:ble to proceed with peaceful constructive 'work. |

: he Tcheka, now dissolved, was r by an . organ
adapted to peaceful ‘conditions, the doliticdl Admiinisiras
tion (GP.U.).Y -1 T et gh o :

The new economic policy, which. represents a medium for
ﬂ_l:ﬂ ezgomxc _revival of a country exhausied by imperial and
Civ f, . y
fo. Soviet Russia is endeavouring to make its way. Unwearyin
fight against the enemies of the igsrol'etarim; dictatorship, agains
the traifors' on the economic field, and against™ the illegal
strugg!g of the sogial traitors, whose work must be discovered
and :o%ped' —these are the future tasks of the G.P.U. -

This work was cafried on by the G.P.U,, during the year

1922, with an energy by no means inferior to that shown by the

mmission.

heroic Extraordinary

' Salary Increases -

ISome?valuable information. — .The real wage. of the Rusnul

worker more than 50 % of that before the war. — Comparison
. / with German wages. ]

By V. Solsky (Moscow).

“There is no doubt that the material condition of the workes g
throughout the world hag grown worse since the end of the war,
"This 1s:'noticeable in varying proportions, both in victorious and

in . defeated countries. ,The closing of foreign marke{s fo many
countries with high valyta—the United States, England, Italy,
Czecho-Slovakia—have caused serious unemployment. Wages in
these cduntries have been constanily decreased in the hope of-de-
_creasing the cost of production. " In the countries with low valuta,
real wages have decreaged daily owing to the.rapid increase in
the cost of living, an increase much more rapid than the ine
‘ crease in wages. v

‘One saw the same Ehenomena/’ until recently in Sovief
e civil ' war and the blockade which -

Russia, in consequence of t
ruined production. It was obvious that better material conditions
for the Russian workers, and especially an increase in m\va
were dependent upon the general resforation of produ 5 %e:{
here the crisis has already been passed, and the condition of the
worker | closely follows the improved  economic conditions; we
need only cite certain figures to show how rapidly asd in what
proportions the real‘'wages of the Russiam workers are increasing.
To render our figures more correct, we have reckoned
the wages of the Russian worker in gold roubles. Thus, in
January 1922, a textile worker ¢ -ned on the avera
- month, a mechanic, 5.30 roubls, a skinner 3 roubles. In
ember 1922, we find these wages more than doubl
:vzeav& ;1earns 8.60 the metal workers 13.32, the skinner about
ro es. By x L d 3
'/ And the raising of wages continues. What are they at this
montent in December? Here is a table suggestive of what is
being ‘accomplished.. It shows that real wages are well on the
~way 10 equaling those before the war. For the pu;rosea ‘of com.
parison’ the wages obfaining in 1913 ‘are reckonmed as 100 and
. preseni{:wages calculated in relafion {o+this standard.
‘ Metal industry 42.9%; Wood, 57.9%; Shoe-making 333%;
‘Chemical indusiries, 58,6%; Textile, 42.1%; Sugar, 66.7%;
Bakery, 81.9%; Tobacco, 131.5%. "3 YAl i s
: Which gives us, in Moscow, a general average ol 60%.
_ It is noficeable that in cerfain indusiries, such as ‘?‘obaeeo,
wag:em higher than under the old regime. And further, it is
to be remembered that workers ir {13 national industries receive

certain important priviliges from the State, free municipal service,

iwoodi& eap rates, provisions at costdgriee. 6, R e

Ve are ly justified in concluding from this that the

real wages of the
pre-war standard.

[

ke Lasis M g e R S

leaves a loophole through which ideology antagonisti¢

4.50 roubles
led, the

ussiu;n_worke_r are rapidly approaching their |
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RSt they have réached the ‘;ire-war Mdaﬁ, there is mo  ve well known, having always had to carry'.‘out the negoﬁatiéha
- reason for supposing that they will stop there. Soviet Russia is - with the authorities and manufacturers during trade 'union con-
_ the only co !ry n‘lnﬁu world where the least improvement in the flicts . ... .” 3

. economic condition is bound fo {ranslate itself almost immediately

into an improvement in'the condition of the ‘workers. AL
B To prove the ttrhdth of this statement, onitn l:iuh only‘ l:g con-
- sider for a moment the wages in Germany. iere con-
. frast is asfounding. Before the war, a qualified Gergan worker
e2-ned on an a\ 30 marks a week. .On the first of De-
cember, he was earning between 5,400 and 5,800 marks. \
 his thirty marks enabled him to buy 37 pounds of meat. - With Lis
/5,800 marks he can foday buy 7 or 8 pounds. If we fake sugar
~ instead of meat as the measure of comparison the. result is even
- more overwhelming, since reckoned irf this commodity the German
‘worker: receives only 10 to 15 per cent of his real pre-war wages!
., This of course is comparing conditions where they are at
. their vlorst.i i e in Germany and in Austria. But a siudy of real
* wages in Italy, tze
‘miners, leaves liftle room for rejoicing. \
! These observations lead us {o the -
keep decreasing in most of the capifalist countries while in Soviet

Russia, in spite of the formidible difficulties of economic recon- *

- 8l; ~~¥eq, they are increasing. : :
{ | mascism’ |
. The Rei¢n of Terror in lialy .

{ By Umberto Terraccini. '

" _All the ltalian newspapers, Fascist; pro-Fascist, neutral,

and anti-Fascist, publish long reports on_the frightful carnage in

. Turin; there is no comment; the horrible drama of bloody and
cowardly barbarity has everywhere called forth confusion and
disgpst. The bare chronicle of events suffices, all comment is
_superfluous. It may be séen however, that even the unbridied
{ reaction ieading to these murderous deeds is still not enough {o
satisfy the accom;{lliees in the government; the felegram sent by

. the minister De Vecchi, expressing solidarity with the Turin
'murderers, has been followed by an official communiqué which
-excused the fact that the streets of Turin during the last fewda‘v]s

- were strewn with the corpses of workers, by referring to the
“temperament peculiar fo Fascist mentality, ‘originating in the
traditions caused by the war, and which welcqmes any kind of

. action or-sport.” \ \
. Within a few days ‘Mr. Mussolini will again cross the
frontier in order to hold diplomatic consultation with a colleague
of the countries of the Entente, and the halo conferred on him
& g::uﬂt{.‘_shedding the workers’ blood will shine more brightly
: ore. We also will abstain from comment. We will only
' give literal reports of Earﬁcularl typical episodes of the days of
tse‘l;r:’r taking these from the bourgecis Turin newspaper La

*“. . .. The killing of the tramway worker Matteo Chialero

. Wwas a most dramatic episode. He was sitting at supper with his

. wife and child, when a knock was heard at the door. He got up,

opened the door, and asked: “Whom are you Jooking for?” “The

framway worker Matteo Chilero.” “I am he”, was the reply,

and at the same moment a number of shots were heard. Wife and

«child sprang up and called for help, but the man staggered and
fell; a bullet II;E% gone through an artery ... .- :

. * .. . The shoe-maker Mario Probo, now lying severely

.wounded in hospital, met a troop of Fascists, who placed him on

a lorry and drove him away from Polefer. Here two shois were

fired at him, and he was thrown info the water. The“scene had

- been observed by some citizens, who, after the Fascisti had gone

away, Pulled him out of the water and took him to the hospital .. *

. ‘. ... Karl Berruti was conducted outside of the {own in a

mofor car by 4 or 5 Fiscisti; he was then set dawn with the order

to run. A number of shots put an end fo his life . ., »

“ .. . The tramway assisant Luigi Barolo met a Fascist

patrol. He was asked: “Are you Barolo?
-and a shot strefched the unhappy man to the earth .. ,.” | |

. *“...In Borgo St. Donato some passers-by found a man,

tly a workman, lying with his head in a pool of blood;

: ﬂ hreatz raftled in his throat. He was taken {o the hospital

- where it found that his skull was fractured. The man’s name is

Chiomo and he is well known in Turin. The Fascisti hpd seized

him and a friend of his in the afternoon, and had a terwards

released the friend; some witnesses mainfain that the Fascisti
Ira Chiomo through the fown the whole evening ., .

; st . . Shortly after midnight, 1 2

along the Corso noficed a man lying in the street and

- groaning. He had a large shot wound in the forehead, his face

;ucovered with blood. The man was discovered {o be Pietro

- Ferrero, secrefary fo the Turin meial workers’ section; he was

In 1914

- Labor _
- The signal for the fire was given by a loud explosion, a shell wit

or even in Switzerland or among the English -

conclusion that wages .

“Yes”, was the reply,.

a_manufacturer who was, c/ds have

; B2 g !
“. ... During an expedition a. Fascist patrol entered {he
tavern of a certain Leone Mazzola. Al that isp;nownfﬂ to now
is that, the nethbours heard a. tremendous noise, and several
shots. When the security pificials .appeared shorily afterward
they found Mazzola dead’in kis bed. A dagger stab had wounded
him in the body, a |shot frém a revolver had hif him in the temple.
It is assumed that the Fascisti had found the sign of the hammer
and sickle when searching the house . .. .* | ‘

“ |
-

eadquarters, which ‘they had occupied in the morning.

a fuge haying beer placed for the purpose at the highest point of
the building, the tower. From here (
greatest rapidity to the lowcr stories. The flames darted 'from
all_ the windows, spreading .with enormous sgeed,vbeing- fed by -
benzine Eurposely poured on the floors . . . . R
: This incendiary act had been carefully prepared in every
detail. Fascisti with whom we have conversed have ‘told us this
themselves. It was intended to compietely destroy the wholé
building. | And the fire did actually reach the intermedjate story .
and the ground floar premises within a very short ti
time {o {ime the detonations of percussion ecaps weére -heard,
;nterﬁrsed with the more violent explosions of bombs and mi
intended o spread the fire as rapid ¥ as possible. . .|| | 0. |
The half open door presentil{ ell a’ prey/to the | aIJi,ee; a
;1:{!( .ffigu're had poured in an inflammable liquid causing’ it fo -
e fire. J ~ 5 * 28, ot =%
The Fascisti formed a complete chain of troops around theI
building. ' The unmoving figures in their black shirts confrasted
sirangely to the purple background of flames. When  the fire °
was at its height, the Fascist song * Giorinezza ” was isung, acs

.companied by the music of a band. A large roll of papet was

brought out of the Labor Chamber, which served to kihdle bons
fires here and there, ‘ e '

Numerous Fascisti and small gronps of soldiers of the = .
* royal guard (police tréops) remained near the:burning" building, |

Some few police constables also, put in an apperance, but these
were prevented from doing anylhmF by the absolute determina.
tion of the Fascisti to have the building completely ruined. This
determination was. confirmed -by the fact when the fire brigade
received news of the fire, and hastened fo the spof {0 ektinguish
the fire, the Fascisti forbade the fire brigade to even appgoach
the burning building . . .” LR,

*“. 4 . The dead bodies of two:men, apparently workmen;
were found in a ravine near the Barriera di Casale. Near one
of them a piece of paper was found with the inscription: * You
have paid for it, canaille!” ., .” 3R T AP T

* The frightful list of dead is not concluded;: every day
brin%:s fresh names of unfortunate victims, new details of {ragedy.
The Fascisti are absolutely defermined to break the las resistance

of theﬁ:l city. : 5 ‘
‘ the evening of the:day of horror, in the midst of the
raging ferror, the following communiqué was. placarded by the
'itarly command. of the Turin Fascisti: " . Sl il
A%F f‘l'lhedciti;e‘tlxs’_ a_ttr; herewith called upti)n to 2ise §he na.
iona , dra with crape, as a sign of mourhing’ for the
death .oflﬁfe young Fascist Dresda!” - - ; g‘ 1o

_RELIEF FOR RUSSIA| |
. What is Being Done || |

| ‘By Edgar. T. Whtitehead. " 15 SIS
(Member of BerlimCentral Comitfee of the Workers International
| : Russian Relief.) Pach Byt

- After the four terrible years of the World War, fhe years

of civil war with fhe attacks of the afnries subsidised by Capitalist,

_Governments, the sufferings from the ‘blockade, and the horrors

of the' unexampled Volga Famine, the First Workers Republic has. '
-at last won| through to a peripd of comparitive peace agd {ran- °

quillity. 1 5| %
' | The Needs of Soviet Russia Today. |
There are {wo main {asks that face the First tlorl;ers_
Republic.. These are the development of production, both
agricultural and indusiria] fields, and the care for tﬁz
oﬂhe famine, the many many thousands of orphan chi

covered by the plans of the international’organi-
zation known as the Workers' International Russian R

el |
The N‘Eu of the Children.- . ||

I
i

Fg i |
 Hipes

The Bare stafistics vering orphan children in Ry '
such as must cause the t hardened supporters-cf th

Loabiirs

|

.. » About 2 o’clock last night the Fascisti sef fire {o the -

the flames spread witlt the =

-, From '

injthe” =
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o : at the results of their Tio und‘ertaklngs_ deserve especial mention. One of these
hellish eftoris fo drown the First Workers Republic in blood. is the “Remont Cology” in Petrograd, where repairs of buildings,

S To.day no fewer than 2,150{113 young | children are orphaned harbour paving, and other work is carried out. Al s

" "in Russia and entirely dependent upon Sfate support or private: .~ The other undertaking which is deserving of special men- 1

'~ charity. It is a responsibili’t the Soviet Government gla‘.y tion afose through the initiative and energy of the American Wor.

- “shoulders, for there is no place in the world where HMiild ‘life  kers, Gghp_.thro h the “ Friends of Soviet Russia ”, the American

~ “ig-so cherished and cared for as in thé land of the Soviets. But .branch: of the International Workers Russian Relief, sent out a
Uit is « fask of such immensity and exient that the normal mind .fractor colony consisting of twenty fractors. complete with all

. gan hardly grasp it. If we think of one of Dr. Barnardo’s chari- accessories, in charge of a score of young American farmers,

1 mlevl‘l mes, which perhaps houses som i‘ii.ve hundred children, This colony operated in the neighbourhood of Perm, and its work

-

:

ﬁtivilege and exploitation o feel remor

b i ount of organiza‘ion and-charitable effort that reached such a. high value that it was the subject of a special
‘~,;;§§}§‘;‘r°ﬁ“;§’§mmu Jeas. fhe amount of administrative work letter of thanks from Lenin himseli, This colony has frained
‘ap- service given in connection with it, and ‘we then multiply forty Russian peasants in running the tractors, and put 4000 acres
" 1his effort by four thousand, we shall have some idea of the . under the plough since its arrival last July. The Russian Wworkers -
" magnitude of this task. : 111 and peasants cooperated with this colony energetically and it has - 4
T4 7 At present these little mites are being cared for as follows. indeed been a model experiment. =~ )
" Throueh the establishments of the Russian [Trade Unions and the - There are twg other actvities in productive help that are.
L Rea Ay 550,000 children are being loo#bd after. The Soviet = noteworthy. One is the “Kusbas gche.me&yvheré the develop-
- Government itself is caring for 880,000, and all foreign organi- ment of the Kusbas basin in Siberia is being underfaken b
* | Zations combined, the American Relief, thd Quakers, and others, American worker pioneers, led by Rulgers and Bill Haywo
i e W“’;. ing for 1,350,000 children. The organizaton of the remai- The Kusbas organizatior stands iu close relation {o the Workers
:f:guz%‘ waife from the famine is aiSo being undertaken by ~ Relief and its amalgamation in the mear future is more than

: k. -probable. * : .
_ the Tryiet Government, is that under the leadership of Hillman

She s : ' L1 g 2  The other activit 3
ST tatvion was ciawn to lﬁ‘eh‘i""m‘ Relief at thelr  of the United Clothing Workers of America, This has reference

. International Conference held in Jg{“ { T 20,000 of these Little especially to the clothing industry, and a million dollar loan has

. then made to take over t:': D einall | but.even then jt been floated and néarly fully .subscribed by American workers
N vmgm'ﬂ!‘% & Mu{em'go iﬁ‘e‘diatelq 1 tAtist ihe meces- 10T devel,opm\f clothing factories in Russia. The American sec-
e aoes, atdoa Turthier 8000 ‘monthiy for maintenance. Ve lion of the Workers’ Relief has also been energetically assisting
R remeuber that fheat sums were fo He raised for the most this ealerprise, .0 . ORAn P

Bri rt from the plllniu lﬂd sﬁmm of o‘rk“s’ round down i : The First WOl’kC” Loan ‘or;SOV|ﬂ RW. :

/1 ekploitation and hara‘sfed by unemployment in all countries. - The question of how {o get to grips with this matter of pro-
‘" Sp far some 14,000 children situated in 34 different homes ductive relief was the subject of long and earnest cogitation by
Al dité t' "::‘eo{gn ia have been taken over, and soon we the Workers’ Iniernafional Russian Relief, and after consultation
:‘ o .mg' mo\ienién'ﬁsg‘athen way, 0| have the full quota. With thé Russian workers, it was finally decided last July to
s m@“n:uonal commutiees. in particular EDutCh’ French, and issue a Loan for #£200,000 fo supply the necessary capital to

: g : : omen work § -enable a sufficient number of undertakings being acquired and
it mg&%ﬁeﬁ? hm:::la' m& v!l)ut thewgug?i:n to enter upon the work with that freedom and orgarizational
[k 'd»'ure théééhildre’pis ly looked affer in every way. The . scope that such a field as productive relief necessitates. The
: &nme me is “The Rosa Luxembur ?md Kar{ Liebknecht rRttxssia:n tGogeernmentbftgreerz fo guaranTtﬁe ft‘l};’f lo:‘t(lmand 15%t
g ted in: Techeliahi 4 ble to _ interest, to be repayable in fen years. e working out o
£ AT blaied In Secelataak, We BopS 8008 0 be Mo e ihe detglls of this Loan. Rave occupied.valyable time, bt it has

.- announce the foundation of a “Keir Hardie” home, on which the o : - \ . 1

s : : ssed ow been launched in Holland, Germany, Sweden, and the issue
{2 effor? "-'9’*‘“,"’ Br?mn (?buld v focu‘ {1 _ for the British quota of £20,000 is nowyxleady. f \
5 At o iR &ﬁve H elp for RM ] : The question of interest was a burning question in-regard

i
Hi

o SR . ! to this loan, many comrades feeling that all interest was immoral,
1 This second ﬁeld,l-ot‘ﬁ;lﬁ for Russia is neither so simple gng that o fake profits from the Russian workers in ‘thip form
|- mor $o straightforward as the Relief Work for the Orphans. was illogical. However in view of the laws of many countries

© " " 'A slart was made in the famine days, when it was found . reparding interest, it was finally decided that the loan should
that there was a serioug shortage of tools and jmplements of all pear 5% interest, at the same time issuing an invitation that for
kinds, and’ collections of foois and impléments were made in  jHe first years at any rate, subscribers could renounce their claim
g W'Bu“;““m chh mﬁdm:‘ :l:gré;awaiic Productive Relieg ' interest for the benefit of the l}iussian Chilm’s Homes. -
e 2 Ssmeunt e a ; It is no gove tin Euro t i

“ soon devel m naturally from |the experiences of the $here NPYEOupe Pe 202 WA 4o feccare

: e - H - nal ¢ : as the government.of Soviet Russia, and its gurantee of: this
" Workers Relief in mine area, which 'showed that not only' joan enables all to place their savings at the service of Russian
_Was it a case of rationing the starving, but much more of building | reconstruction with %ull otadidence, © % g

" up a twentieth century system of agriculture for the prevention of | For the actual floating of the Loan, “The Industrial and

; ture famines; The managemen{ of several large estates was  Commercial Com of . the Workers International Russian
S s Aty

» taken over, and it was found by experience that the combination  Relief” was foun Berlin as the most convenient international
~ of western technique when harnessed fo the labor power of the centre and the Loan is issuied in the form of Loan Shares of this
i _gq-unl workers, rapidly produced most gratifying improvements. company. The basic capital of the company was fully subscribed
X inspecied two of thege estates in Kasaa and the{ compared by the Berlin Central &mmittee, and the articles of association
- favourably with the cultivation and good management of English  furiher provide that no emoluments or profits shall accrue from
'~ country estates, | ay | R .. this company to any person whatever with the exception of the
Rl LA et advantage of this form of g:pucuve help for Russia  yearly fixed interest and repayment of capital. All profits are
; les in ils comparitive inexpensiveness, for by the provision of 2  $hus te be devoted fo. the task of rebuilding the industrial and
& tractor and a certain amount of agricultural machinery, excellent ' aoricultural life of the Soviet Republic. ‘ : B

" results may quickly be reached. L~ o , §5d
e 4 A m;xhe n:loxe serfou problem wa;:{:e.questi?n ofhelg:din O e gy < oy sy BT
. rebuilding industrial undertdkings, where not only is conside- _

i« rable capitalisation reqmI ired, but difficulties with regard to L THE WOMENS MOVEMENT

and raw materials are also great and require the appli- -

e bt b o T e, Qcation”

i L#%% Fortun the Workers’, Relief wis | o draw u = : ‘ :

A e [I of myy A ' German and Hur aerhn workeﬁnwho ﬂt the ‘lv’-world C 099""58'
mﬂ sen prisoners of war in Russia and had learnt something of © * '@ - By Else Baum. . . Ve

| ihe language, and in the few months that operations have / The women’s question was one of the ifems on the da

| | carried out in thig field quite satisfactory results were obtain-d. of the IV Worl Congress of the Communist Intérnational. | It -
‘A boot fa in the neighbourhood of Mdscow was taken over, 'was necessary t% have this question discussed at ‘the congress,
ﬁaw& machinery, and is now functioning well, a5 also for it is one of the most burning questions which confroat the
“tWo smaller factoriés for the manufacture of spoons, drinking~ proletariat today and imperatively demands solution, | |
sels, and different electrical equipment. | RS s Bl Capital is.attacking all along the line, and the proletariat
In one domain only was it found hnp})snble to operate, the js complefely’ lost if it does not defend itself tooth and nail.
in of heavy industry, and in this ca | the capitalisation re- United aid unanimous the proletariat must take up its pdsifion
pired was oo£§t that it has been beyond our powers to do of defense, must o  the frort of the exploited to the friomt
4&!_:5 NN E .. - .., ofcapital ‘But this front will be incomplete, will contain gaps,

)
18 S A 3 ]
| £ 3 : : t

RS s : 12 {ek} ol

Yt



L AR i Sl ¥ T 29, -
-~ 5 4 : ?
s 3

No,2

" International Press Correspondence

T R TR [

5 2400 S i : R 4,
H ! ¥1-% ' i it
X i Eaad

-

 if womén do }}ot take thexr place in’it. 'l'he women who are ex-

ploifed in®the factorigs and workshops, who receive smaller wages
dhan the men for the same work, or who work for untold hours
in the household for r~ payment whatever; these women who
- {o-day’still form for the most dpa‘r’t a compact reactionary mass,
" may to-morrow be 'the cemrade of the
class-conscious, fighting workmen, if the communisis succeed in
. winning their coniidence. ' Al
! These women are easily won over, for the capitalist offen-
sive is sowing misery and death iw their ranks. The abolition of
-the eight hour day signities more than prolonged working hours
. for the proletarian women. It signifies that they will now have
to work day and night to_fulful their dutjes as worker, house-
. wife, and mother. 1he women are, the first sufferers when the
- regulations relating 'to workwomen, profeciion of motherhood;
and social insurance, are slackened. The increased exploitation
‘and clarvation. sig‘niiﬂ immediate danger fo life for the women
and their children: they are the easiest victims to tuberculosis.

. The objective conditions are thus civen for winning over the

womeén for the conflict. . ‘
: The most imporiant guestion is to ascerfain what methods
- have proved most efficient in iniluencing the mentali_}y of prole-
* darian women? What are the resuits oi experience? That special
methods must be required to reach this backward section of the
_proletariat is_clear to everyone who is not wilfully blind. . But
\"at the congress, it was still necessary, to aglin draw atfention to
- *and specially emphagize the fact, that particular methods must be
eriployed for-inducing women to {ake theirwplace in the: prole-
iarian fighting front. Comrade Zetkin made this perfectly clear
in her emphatic, and unequivocal speech: “We must not forget
Ahat the broad masses of women live under special social condi-
-tions. The exceptional position accorded fo the female sex in
- human society has been the means of imparting a special psycho-
Jogy, and as a general rule it appears that women best under-
stana how to carry out communist work amongst women. In the
couniries where such special organs exist, as for instance in
Bulgaria, Germany,’ efc., the communist women’s movement has

s in arms of the revolutionary,-

efc. will be. of more decisive significance, botl as

have done very little up fo now towards uniti

g KR R sy
. Comrade Hertha Sturm was quite right when sl'ye referred
in her renort 10 a_general weakness-ia the: international' prole- =
tarian movement.  The women -organized in the Cor ist-Par.
ties are, for the most part, housewives.- Only -a _’m’mpamtiv‘ely i
small aumber of women going cut to earn, working in ¥actories, -
elc., are orﬁamz.ed in the Communist parties. “There is no doubt
that the proletarian housewife is a valuabie, al) in the proletarian

struggle, especially at th> present time, when the fight inst e
shameful exploitation and increased misery of the pralefariat is
receiving | the greafest impetus from the suffering housewives. |
But the fact must none the less be recognized t '

f ards the

: ; ! . that the| parficipa-
tion of the proletarian women working in ‘facfories; r%;)rkshops, :
itions: of ‘

reat economic siruggles for. the improvement. of ‘co

Aiving, and. as regards the fight for political power. The times

enter the Parly. = This weakness of the Party has a fatal effect on

call' for women. to_enter the proletarian fighting organizations, o
the trade union movement, h%

The tommunis{s i

the working women. This neglect must be /maae R

efficiency of trade 1 lon work in factories a !S workshops, the
establishment of closer relalions between the| communist nuclei
and the leadership of the Party—these are the fact

connections must be made beiween the cenirals of polifical agita-
tive work among the women and the working women\ organized
in the communist nuclei, ’ GEIRG a\ R A
Besides the report from Russia, which showed the steady
systematic manner in which women are entering into the commu-
nist sphere of thought, and into the struggle for communist econo-
mics, there was another mpst interesting report, by comrade
Kasparova, on ‘work among the women of the Orient. | Here com-"
;n;x_mst agitative work falls on a soil already ploughed by capi-
alism. I SO | :
- During the congress there was a special meeting held by
the ‘women delefrates from all couniries, pariicipated!in by a
nymber of male parly comrades. This conference resulted- in

the trade unions =
.and organizing . .

e le . upon‘which .
the bringing abouti of closer connections .depend, and these closer -

many stimulating ideas and practical suggestions for work amo
women being brought forward. and succeeded in bringing about
that for which wriften infercourse had proved imadequate—per- *
sonal relations among the comrades, and insight into the condi-
tions of the various parties which is so absolutely necessary if
Hemnt ' there is to be mutual comnrehension, and if correct judgments on’
an atempt — international conditions.are to be formed. ' AR
| With that openness which is only found in the Communist
International, ktoth the congress and the conference of women
delegates discussed all the faults and deficiencies -of the various -
parties and their work, ; PANLE
Th> resolutions passed by the congress will help {o render -
- the parties strong, united infernally, and prepared for battle;
when they are carried out in all seriousness, they will, at the '’
same ‘time, grive a forward impefus to the proletarian ,women’s
movement. The working class can neither defend itselfl success-
fully, fer effectually combat the bourgeoisie, if broad masses of-
proletarian women stand on one side, or e\ .21 form an actual ob-
stacle in the way. On the other hand, only the unifed vorking
class can emancipate' the working women. We communist women
join with Klara Zetkin in saying: “We women want fo {ake part
in all the work and stryggles of the Communisi Parties and of‘?he
International #nd it is oyr ambition to stand in the iront rank”. -

- become a force in the general communist party life.: The same
- _naturally applies to Russia.” e

; It was necessary to emphasize this, for even withifi the
Communist International there are comrades who have not suffi-
cient faith in this work. They see specires in broad daylight.
They regard every attempt at special organization as
' {o profect mere sex rights. Many comrades, espedafgy in England
and France, are still possessed with fear of the undoubtedly
 harmiful women’s movem:nts which have done so much to weaken
~clasg consciousiiess. The fear is without foundation. - The line
. of class antagonism has been drawn with parficular clearness
' ‘during the last few years, it has not stopped at the ‘“weaker sex”,
! .and an unbridged chasm yawns between the worker S M-
~ dustriously gathering freasure, and the drones of the leisured
class, - Women do not soar in the clouds like Raphael’s madonna, .
* they stand with both fect on the hard ground of the capifalist
world. The actual experience of recent years has demonstrated
that there are no so-called purely feminine interes's binding all
women to one another without distinction-of class. In levery case
where there is a question of so-called special womeir’s interests,
“~in questions of protection for working wome thers, and chil-
dren, of aid during confinement, protest again%t) abortion| laws,
efc, the women members of Parliament have inVariably bowed
-obediently under the yoke of their class laws. }The “wamen’s -
rights” movement has ceased fo be a real danger {o the class
movement of the female proletariat. B -
3 Comrade Zetkin’s report on the work of the Infernational
- Women’s Secretariat showed that a start has been made jn all
. countries, fhat the beginnings of a communist women’s movement
! already exist. She could even report that excellent results have
- already been attained in various countries. Women, especially of
. late, have taken more and more active part in defending them-
: Qe,lves.,aiainm, the lowering of their conditions of living, and
against {he-abolition of the eight hour day. The awakening of the
-women of the proletariat was internationally exsn'essed t the
relief acti%\

Women in the German Shop
Siewards Movement =

‘ By Bertha Braunthal (Berlin). @ o

Now that {he workers have fillly recognized the necessit

i€ y
of establishing a united-front, they have of recent months
sc.ight| more and more {o give fangible expréssion to this re- -
cognition. The movement following the murder of the minister
Rathenau, at the beginning of Juf\; and having for its object
~the combatiing of reaction, caused the spontaneous appearance of -
confrol committees in the factories and ‘workshops, by which
‘attempt i3 being mac. o attack the counter-revolutionary
_nationalist murder organizafions. :

~_infernational’ women’s conference; and in the for.
. > Soviet Russia. It could also be seen from the report that all the
weakresses and deficiencies of the parly are mirrered in. the

‘womer.'s moyement. The firmer and more purposeful in action - This| movement greatly increased in ener 10Willfdl “the .
~ & communist party is, the more united its organization, thén the end of the summer and the beginning of autumn, with the
firmer and more concrefe is the organization of the masses of disasirous depreciation of the mark.’ The workmen, and aboye

' women withi& lhi(shparty ll;-d under 1tls contr:){lie Ever¥h_err r:nc}
confusion within the :ag a paralysing ct on the work o 1 € I P e sl
B e St R o e s i b sl s I S

, wea 0 [English ‘Communist Party, e ot 1 .. ihe women were seized uer. IT. at the

o 1 i e g opprt ighee , (He starving. chil ., weak m—m.-,.ma, .&fm to

. {ailed to retarc the mobilization of th letaria ‘the. of their v , e
. failed to refarc the mobilization of the proletarian women o some  {be atfhcks BF (iisease, and at the realization gt it w%gm'- 5}
itherto

all the working women, saw their households deprived more and ~
more rapidly of even the barest necessities of life, saw. @  ~

eountries. Petty bourgeois reformist tendencies; refained he atts ] ion
B .as r.elng of & social demiocrafic -pasi, are also notb:r thout .impossible for th.m to feed and clothe their little ones. Hitherto
nce : ) " women had pecn accustomed to confine their e and m
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within the silence of their four walls! but now despair drove
them inlo the streefs, into the. marke! places, {0 protest with
other equally desperate women against the wrong being done
the -, against the usurers and profi.eers. It was quite natural
that. communist  women came. iorwar from amongh these des-
perate wemen, and explained {o them the cause of their misery,

- and that they and the whaie of the working class must fight in

Q,sff-de’fﬁlSE. , | o
" In July, shorfly uiter the murder of ‘Rathenau, a spon-
we.2n {ook place in: the markei rlace

" at Mannlizim; they marched before the town hall, and laid before

" price for milk frem 76 marks to 190

the mayor their ¢-mands for the estatlhshment of a living wage,
and for the appointment of a confrol committee. -
"~ As prices ros¢ higher and higher during the next few
‘months, when the price ior the cheaper bread allowed by. the
weekly bread card rose from 45 marks at the beginning of Se
ter " °r 10 308 marks at the begirmixjf of Decem::cr, and the
200 marks per litre, the
pro-or’ anately amongst

movement against high prices in.rease

‘ -the housswives, and /drove them in masses to our meetings and

 meelings Jor
“xcouutrg': ]
- brought u

2

- action had arrived. And

" geois class — as exemplified for inglance b

=¥

- “Ahlen (Rhineland) I
/Diisseldorf, Bremen, Konigsberg,
/ cities, our women coLirad s have a

T}

. oaly
‘| .tenderest age, fo toil in the treadmill, of the capitalist working

- to join forces with them. = luzSe ap

. they either entirely

NG
.k
12N

recent months there . great public
housewives held in all {he important citics of the
ese were preceded by thg dis ribution of leaflets, and
s many sympathizers an nembers. These meetings
proved that a real fighting. spirit existed among the women. In

demonsirations, During

Leipzig, Danzig, and -other
v W pealed {o the women’s com-
mitees o{ the German Independent Socialist an. Socialist Parties
-3 have however been in’

‘vain, for the leaders of these two -pariies were invariably so
larmed at the idea of fighting alongside of communists, that
‘ignored the inquiry, or made use of the
ridiculous pretext that they did not think the right moment for
this at a time when even the bour-
the Association

| of Physicians in S — was appealing to the Cerman public
" Jor aid in the most heart-rendin ner, trying to awaken
|its conscience and: rouse it to help, [in view of the desperate

ﬂl‘l’eysicalj condition of the proletarian population, particularily of
4 ‘ s | &

By

children.

|" The movement has developed u?ih cular- strength and

A b i
“eénerny in central Germany. Here is the c‘en*re of the home in-
- dustries, and here the manufacture af toys, lace, and woollen

goods is carried on in the homes oft the  workers, forcin

rot
‘all the women, but ai the children, even {.ose o

the

© front. Here the indignation of the women, and their deter-

mination to resort fo self-defense, reached {he highest point.

" The women ‘of Gotha, before all, set the example for the whole

country. For this reason we fake the dpvelopment of the Gotha

B lmwlementA ttb, illustrate .the movement of the housewives as a

.| 'whole.

- ‘women was held. A women's commitfee was elected, and com-
missioned’ to enter into negotiations with the town council -for

the beginning of October a pigantic meeting for

‘the of obtaining a number of demancs, as for instanc2

4he obtaining of a supply 0" cheap polatoes and coals for the
- working population,
closed with a request
" representatives of -the

feeding of school chiidren, etc. The meetin
to the shop gtewards and confidenti
workers of Gotha to: form a. common
coptrol committee with the women, Thus in Gotha, in Mann-

. heim, and in many other places, it was on the initiative of the

- women that
| meeting
* yepresentatives at the town council imeetfin
‘working women mounted the platiorm,

" {he families of the workers,

' fhe housewives of Gotha {ook place
" amilies of workers. Although the town ha

; ’secord
allow

“women’s meeting were rejected.

the joint control commiliees working with the shop
formed. The demands formulated by, the women'
then most effectively brought forward by our
s, and numerous
spite the heart-
ions given by our comrades as to the misery in
of the unemployed, and of the reci-
nsions, who were being forced fo sell one

stewards were
were

rending descri

pients of small

~ article after another of their household effecis in order to siave

off the utmost hunger of their children, all the demands of 1~h¢_

A few days later a seccnd spol
s of | ore the fown hall, demaa
ding the distribution of bread cards for| cheaper breadsfor the

; was surrounded
the police, the women forced an enirance, and succeeded in

13 b
ta .9_§taining bread cards for the whole of the demonstraters, in

a%’ with the size of the family. But this is all that ‘he

ce
n - themselves to be discouraged. The
spread the housewives’ movement beyond their own fown, and

£ .sent representatives fo all the ‘most important towns of
of holding women’s meeting and for-

‘Thuringia for the pur :
ming women's control committees. In order to carry out this

|

{
1
i

A

prep:

-are formed of

women joined our party in one week. In—~

ontaneous demonsiration of

 been able to attain up to now. But they have not
have attempted to -

organize speakers’ evenings, in

taskﬂ'it..bas been pecessary fo 1 .
& e women’s high prices com-

order: fo  .in thd mambers of
mitlee for the work of agitation.

- Aiter every fregh ac‘’on in Parliament, Eﬂb:: meetin}'
wer. 'held pledging again fo confinue the fight for the Je-
mands .Iready iormulated, ard to mobiliz. st:ll mc.2 forces for -
this fzght.v Thus it was decided, on the occasion of the last im-
pressive women’s demonsiration on November 25, to- make all
rations for a housewives’ conference for Thuringia, to the
end that the struggle being carried on by the housewives may
be umified and exiended. : 4

“ . The movement has made practically the same progr- $
in the imporiant industrial centres of che Khineland and Saxony,
where housewives’ conirol commiitees have been formed and -
are working in the same manner. The commitiecs themselves
.communist and nonpariy women in probo:tion to
the character of fhe hpusewives' meetings; in the Rhineland the
womep participating energefically in the movement are*Christian
women under the inflyence of the Cenire Party. ,

- The housewives” control commitiees have regarded” them..
selves irom the very beg:nnin%‘ solely as forming part of the
commion control committees of the workers, and have carried out
all work in- consultation with thelatter, = The housewives’ re.
presenfatives algo fake,part in the meetings and consultations
the control committees of the shop s'ewards; they were present
at {he Provincial Shop Steward Congresses in Saxony, Thu.
ringia, an the Rhineland, which preceded the General Shop Ste-,
ward Congress. ‘At all these e‘frehminary conferences proletarian
housewives were also elected to the provincial committees of
the s_hglp stewards.

" The General Shop Steward Congress was also particie’
pated in by the representatives of the ‘housewives-from all im-
portani districls, and their demands were brought forward,
especially those | regarding combatting the misery among
c'.!Idren, in which they were further supported by a demonstra-
tion bf the prolelarian women of Berlin. Ii the resolutions and
the pragram of the General Shop Stewards Congress are to be
carried out, if the measures which it proposes against usury,
profifeering, housing difficulties, and the capitalist offensive are
fo bé really effective, it is absolufely necessary that the prole-
tarian housewives participate actively in the work, and they were
appealed to by the cqngress to gather together in the conirol
committees, and to undertake the special tasks of conirolling the
markets and retail Erices. A representative of the Housewives
was also elected to th. General Committee of the Shop Siewards,
her duties consisting in iormini\housewives’ control committees,
combining them into provincial and national housewives’ con-
ferences, and organizing and training the masses of housewives
for the struggle towards the common goal. |

The movement ‘of the proletarian housewives, and their
organization in‘o housewives’ conirol committees, is the begii.
ning of the mobilization of the masses of women still outside of
our ranks, for the class war, and their enrolment in the united
front of the revolutignary proletariat for self-defense against
urther oppression and ..’sery. The fact that these women are
eing revolutionized will be more effective in the near future in
helping forward the proletariat in the coming decisive battles
between the bourgeoisie and the working class.

~ APPEALS
To the Working Youth of ihe World!

. Soldiers and sailors!

New imperial wars threaten the world.

‘the war in the Near East, the conflicts, of the imperialist
g_owers at the different conferences, the constant threatre ofathe
rench bourgeoisi¢ with the occupation of the Ruhr valley,*)
the enslavement of Austria. the refusal of the border states to
aceept Russia's proposals of disarmament—all this shows the
aimesphere fo be charged with storm. The standing armies
alone, which numbered 6 miillions of men before the war, have
today increased to 11 millions. The capitalist states are arming
for fresh wars! :
* The bourgeois preparations for. a new war are. closel
connected  with the advances being made by reaction in
countries. In many sfates the White Terror rules. In Italy it
has come into power. In England and in Poland reaction is
again “impudently raising its head. The bourgeoisie is armed
to the teeth, and is not coalent to use its weapons against the.

. workers alone, but intendg employipg them for imperialist war.

i *) Thu has since become an accomplished fact. 1%

{
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Comrades,| Yo_ung Proleta.nnns! o | “flict or ljn organization, the shoriest way fo victory is the way of
: "All this shows with frightful distinctness that the capi- the Communist In'efnational and its Russlan section. - After .
. talist states are working unremittingly. in preparation for a new = Suifering the torments of starvation, c¢'d, war, blockade, and

o : Pe ' ‘ e devastation, the workers of MNoscow are beginning to feel jhe ~

: " The first victims of war have alwdys been, andalways approa | of better times, of an improvement in their material -
‘will be, from the ranks of working youth, They serve as'cannon FPc-ilion, We hope to be able {o attain even greafer cultural and -
fodder and have fo bear the most. terrible sufferings and e€conomiic successes during the mext few. years, The working .
privations. ‘ -k masses ot the couniries of Europe and America, on the other

- \The youthful workers \must therefore be the first to declare. band, are exposed to the constant attacks of the ruling bour-
determined war against all new wars. % geoisie. | All the rig' ", and liber:'~s already won by the prole-

, i Wodi 2P tariat are threatened with annihilation. = The terror of inter- -

3 Ay orking you V. naticnal Fascism |forces not ohly the Cemmunist Parfies into
Millions of your elder bro.hers, of all nations and races, illegalify, but places even the broadest masses outside of the Jaw.

- were slaughtered during the' last war in the interests of the | The proletariat is confronted with the untold misery of possible
bourgeoisie. The alluring. promises made fo you during thg war  wars unless the bourgcuisic 1s made to feel the mighty ‘arm
have all been broken, and all that the w(orknnﬁgclassihas gained of the prolcfariat |at its tiroat. The cause of the proletariat
from the last war is blackest miscry, alike whéther the workers can only be saved by the united front of the f-oletariat by > .
belong to the vanquished or the “vicloricus” capitalist countries. deternfined armed struggles against capital, and by complefe

- . A peace conference was recently held at The Hague, but renunciation of open au. concealed oppeortun’sm. E
led to no praclical result. No real and practical measures The Moscow Soviet' appeals fo you, in {he mame of the

-against war were resolved upon. The working youth can wait pypdreds; of thousands of working voters. fo tread this i s

v ns{gﬂg."} It mast begin with the propaganda needed to arouse  {he sole path to salvation and -vict%ry the path tof inl:‘r:lsatf:l::‘ '
the working class of the whole world! 1t is only in this way proletarian revolution A ;e ' j
that really effectual war against war can be carried on. 1% (7 -4 &

I11 congress of the C.Y.I. has commissioned the E.C. ‘ ' d

fo_propose to the (wo social democratic youth internationals, ' Appeal of the Ceniral Commitiee

: pite all differepces of opinion, {o form a uni ront for the Ly 'y

fight against imperialism and reaction, and to participate in an’ of the Pl* ench Comm}“‘iSt pdﬂv

) ‘;“t" ";:“I”I’"d’ pr ogzzzganda week against war, to take place from In accordande with the resolutions of the IV Congress of
 March 1118, 1923. : : - - the Communist International, the Central - committee appeals.
Youthful working men and women; soldiers and sailors! urgently to the district organizers {o ensure thit the resolutions

relating {o Free-Masonry and {o the League for Human Rights
are carried out with the utmost strictness. ' 45

. The Cenfral Committee reminds the .members that before
the Ist of January 1923 all members of the Comrhunist Party are
bound fo leave the {wo above named organizations, and to inform
the sections {o which they belong of their having done so.~ . . -

Those members of the parly who refise to submit {o the
resolutions of the 1V. World Congress will be expelled from the
communist organizafions. .’ -

The Cenirai Gommittee will not insult communists by
assuming that they will have any difficulty in choosing between
.the party of proletariam rcvolution, to which they have belonged
for two years, and political organizations utilized by a part of
the bourgeoisie for {he purpose of distracling the workers from
the class war. E :

.. The communists must devote themselves entirely: and un-
reservedly to their party, to its confilicts and discipline; they must
lace themselves at the ®ervice of the working class which is
ighting against every political formation, of whatever descrip- .

- The working class is not defenceless. United in deter:
mined jighting ranks, it can frustrate all the designs of capi-
talism, can offer an iron resistance against which every attack
is shattered. i * v

‘ - Join us in the fight against a new imperialist war! Every
means is {o be used to combat it. Revolutionary general sirike and
revolution in caseé of.war. For the annulment of the peace {reaties
-of Versailles, St. Germain, etc,, treaties which signify the enslave-
ment of innumerabie millions of workers, and are bound fo be the
cause of fresh wars,

- For the prevention of arimaments! | |

: For revolutionary propaganda in the army, and for the
formation of revolutionary nuclei among the {roops, -especially
among the coloniai and semi-colonial troops.

| -Against the disasirous theory and practice of defence
of the capitalist fatherland. [
|+ Against the false pacifism of. the bourgeoisie and petly

urgegisie.‘h Againsltet in ;mational rea?ion, inst Fascism!

or the complete disarmament of reacfionary organiza- i . B

$ 22 ) i b -4y tion, containing representafives of the bourgeoisie,
tisps “9" Of_ fhe Somrgecipin; for the \arming o fhe pediciariatl It is the duty of the district organizers {o keep the Central
g Young Social Democratic Workers! Commiitice posfed as to th. measures adopied in the inierests of

It is the second time that the C.Y.l. proposes {o you and carrying out the resolutions of the Infernafional. 1
our leaders to join us in the fight against capital and imperia- {
Z'sm. Once already your leaders have prevented the formation of

{he united front and you {clerated this. To-day we ::peat our pro- A ppeal Of the Commiitee of Acﬁon

sal to join the youthful workers of the whole world, te form . ;
rnnited.ﬁghtingjfrom against' impending’ new .imperia"list wars of ihe CGTU. and me CpF-
and against reaction. What answer wgll you give to your class The joint appeal of the committee of action - of the

-

comrades and fellow sufferers? A French Unifarian ener?}/chera(ion of Labor (C.G.T.U.) and
) Working youth! the French Communist Party marks the commencement of the

, The first propagdhda week against war must be @ mighty ~ common action now 10 be expecied from ﬂ:e French and German
demonstration of the working class against fresh slaughter, prolefariais against the slave treaty of Versailles. :

: ; e AN ; o In this appgal the sharpest profest is raised against (he
?,imgf‘fodﬂ_’;f 'z,'g;;;‘:g“ P Dopsoncie ISR plolaas Witk threatening French miilitary icrces which have contributed o

bring - about the defeat ¢ {he herpically fighting workers of

Respond _f° our c{‘“f 312 Ludwigshafen. The eight hour-day all over- Germany is to-day ,
- Down with {mperialist war! ; threatened in consefuence of this -defeat, and it will be threatened/
Down with reaction! in France to-morrow. The occupation of the Ruhy district is

* Long live the united front of the working youth against  a crime, not only against the German proletariat, but against the —
war! : e : : ' French. The duty of the committee of action against the war is
K .. Long live the victory of the working class! . to face the Interallied Conference of Paris with the threat of
The Executive Committee of the Communist Youth Infernational. a Franco-German general strike; by means of extensive and come
¢ ¢ f : " rehensive agitation.- This living. threat is to be kept continuaily |
ﬁanging over the heads of the enemy. i 3

P The Moscow Soviei to the Workers This important appeal of the French lrevolutionar" {rade
: - of All Couniries! e ulnions and the French communist party closes with theAighting
: 21 slogans: % 1 s '
.. The Moscow Soviet newly elecied by the Red Army I Idiers, ¥ Down with the capitalist offensivet .
¢ and hand and brain workers of Moscow, sends its greefings to Down with the occupation of the Ruhr district!
the workers of all countries. In the dyear 1922 proletarian Moscow Tong live the German-French proletariat! ) 7
L ?mers, firm and unshaken, around its tried and trusied Jer ‘er: Long live infernational solidarity! = | . 2 {-
he Rassian Communist Party. After five years of experience l et 1

! I
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‘ '_ Ahe working class of Moscow is convinced that, whether in con- Printed by Friedrichstadt-Druckerei G. m b, H,,/Bfrﬁn.‘swg A
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. ' International had addressed the question {o you, as to what you
£ ‘ md fo do in order {o carry out the decision of the Hague Con-
e ce rding the organization of a general sirike in case of
L4 war. Executive of the Communist' International has em-
1" powered-fhe undersigned, together with Marcel Cachin, fo enter
.. “into negotiations with you on the guestion of a common fight
‘ ! _ against the danger of war. Owing to the persecufions to which
1+ Yhe Communist’ Party of France is subjected because of its
| struggle against the occupation of the Ruhr, and owing to his im-
B gﬁg arrest, Comrade Marcel Cachin is unable to participate
* . in these negotiations. The undersigned are awailing your reply
- ‘4o form a joint Commitice of Action with you, ca .of taking
'~ up the siruggle against the threatening L ' )
s At the Hague, the Russian' Trade Union delegation pro-
ek o " that an international 'strike be called for the
“  9nd of January. This would have demonsirated o the inler-
4 “national 'bour&?isie the determination of the proletariat to wage
< -war against the »ra of fresh wars. At Hague, the Rus-
| ° 4sian frade uhion delegation predicied that January would surely
' i see the ‘occupation of the Ruhr. Our warnings at the %
.- fell on deaf ears. Those at the conference were satis
| platonic protests, in the belief thai! bourgeois diplomacy
out. But-as we have seen fhese last four
8§ ©o ly failed to creale the
| development of the world. The
the world wit ha new and un-

War.|

Aha N Y plan aims not only at c(_mpellins| the German
- -capitalists fo K -over money, but also to force them to admit
in

¢ " 'French interests { theufbih ion of thesegnﬁerﬁes and thereby

.~ fo add great number$ © workers to the low paid labor
[’r'- army already at’the disposal of Entente Imperialism. ,

- .. But this plan was based on the as tion that the French
i - eccupation authorities would be able to supervise the Ruhr Valley;
2 fo keep industry. going and, by distribuling or retaining the coai,
L fo ‘force the German indusiry into submission. But with the

" ‘removal of the German Coal Syndicate from Essen to Hamburg,
- 'the French plan suffered shi The French occupation
i ' authorities are helpless, and find jt impossible to keep ‘the Ruhr
E in alive,” Every succeeding day makes it more difficult for

o them to a;:l{ out the miners’ wages. For this reason if is almost
: m that they “v'i!l reach out beyond the bou ﬂc'learies of the Ruhr
alley in order fo tighlen their pressiire upos German

o Already we hear of war preparations in Poland.

every moment is liable to bring a collision between the .Freach
I :'émrgoand the Ruhr popuhtﬁ in which case the nationalistic
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iﬂl'?‘get‘ her vassals against Germany. But apart from all this -
i ‘Germany may reach its explosive point. Should it happea -
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‘Vienna internationals and the Amsterdafin : 1
Trade Union international P Gy |

that the French militarv elements will take advantage of Poin- |
Jear&s difficulties in order fo drive him on fowards the Rhine. |
Secessioﬂ-l’oliv.k — the policy of dismembering Germany, — it |
may also well be that the chauvanistic elemenis in G y will |
ipitate a war, in order to profit by the nationalistic craze
or the purpose of seizing power by means of a oounter-reyqtutipn.f

Already -the \governments on either bank of the Rhine do
not know what the morrow may bring. On the 3ist of January
the situation wili become more acute, for on that day Germany
will not be in a position to patzgﬂie sums demanded of her. The
possibility then arises that 'oegtrate action of the lt"rench
government may tarn into a. general inter-Allied action. In that
case thé' German people may be faced with the only alternative: /
Complety subjugation and easlavement, — or War. fif et

. The Hague conference has decided that the ~proletariat/
would fight the danger of war with all means at its disposal, an
that in case of imminent danger a general sirike would be calle

- -The danger of war is here: Onll the blind can fail o see

it.. It is not only a question of war between France and Ger-
many /alone. Such & war would set the whole East and South
East ‘of Europe ablaze.: The capture of Memel by Lithuania and
the, events on the Roumanian-Hungarian frontier demgnsirate
clearly the acuieness of the present situation, in which a1l forces .
tend fo render every ceniral European conflict, the starfing point
for a fresh European ecatastrophe. ~i%/

‘We doubt mnot but that the leaders of the Amster-
dam Tréde Union International, as well as those of the
Vienna-and London Infernationals see the situation in the same
light as we do. We {herefore call apon you to lend reality to the
golemn declarations which you have made at the Hague only a
month ago, and fo take the preparator&,measqres for the unde-
layed organization of the mass strike. We call upon you to meet
us without delay, in order to decide upon the¢ necessary sieps to
. be taken. ; AT o

The pariies of the Communist International and the work-
ing masses behind the Red Labor Uniop International will do
their duty, as our French comrades have sufficieatly demon-
strated. | 1 . . : A
£ We propose. the 31st of January/as the day when the inter-
national protest mass-strike is fo bega. ; g

 The duration of the strike must be decided upon by the
oint conference of the three polifical and the two trade umion
mh:rnfat:'qnh. We Bperr e that 1;:his eonfema:m held on. the

st of January in E ~ Should you prefer place, we
have 116 objection whatever. We only ask you to act immediately, -
so 'that the undersigned may /have ample opportunity to obtain
the necessary visas. = -/

- Clara Zetkis, Walion Newbold, Karl Reek.
international of Labor Unions - =
" Heckert. |

. 'P.S. Theofher delegaies, Comrades Dudilieux, Hais and Watkins, could not be reached until now,
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