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Russia to the Rescue

Arrival of the Lettish communists in Moscow.
After more than H n communisis had been
fed from the prisons ol the aunguiu White Terror, an

reement has been carried through between the Soviet
' the ol Ln:ia. & Dgcanb:; %
mists arrived in Moscow, from risons of “
mﬁc’dw i Lat Latvia, where they had been mariyred and tortured,
and from whence they have now been rescued in exchange for
JLeitish hostages retained in Russia
; They were received at the Vindavsk station in Moscow by
the workers of the former Riga faciory “Union”, of the railway
e e Tyt T S o
versity in Moscow, further by the representatives ¢
'mm."ol the Lettish section and the Moscow Comunittee of the
Russian CP., of the Moscow Commiitee of the Youth Umomz
the People’s Commissariat for Foreign Aflairs, efc. In b
welcome, delegates expressed their conviction,

: ¥

‘last speaker, comrade Kliavs-Kliavin, who, despile ais
bei P‘Ictuulup::bject, wag fortured in (he prisons of Latvia,
than the workers of Soviet Russia for their comradely re-
ception, and declared that the whole of the comrades who haa
arrived from Latvia were tully conscious that they owed Ih‘eir
lives to Russia, whose erful hand had rescued them from ‘he
hangman of “democratic” Latvia. - These comrades are united to
the workers of Russia by the tie of communism, and will devote
their whol¢ work and their lives for the increase of the
political and economic power of Soviet Russia.

APPEALS

ussian Medical Workers to
%‘Med‘l?al Perscnnel of all
Countries!

The 4 AN Russian Congress of medical employés and
workers, representing over 350000 union members, having held
its session recently in Moscow, sends fraterpal gmumg 1o the
medical presonuel of all couniries, and imparts the llowing
informalion: ] Al bl

“The umion “Wsemediksanirud” is based on the principle
of one vocation one union, and comprises all workers employed
in the medical and velerinary prolession, or in pharmaceutical
chemistry, (Physicians, dentists, veterinary surgeons, ambulance
asgistants, niclwivu, inlants’ nurses, pharmaceutical chemisis,
druggists, eic.) in stale, public, or private institutions within the
krur?lury ol the RSFSR. ; s ; i

The uniov takes an active part in solving the questions
connected with medical, sanitary, and velerinary work; it dise
cusses the most imiorhnt points in the structure of our health
authorities, conjointly with the economic organs, and puls forw-
ard candidates for responsible positions in the organs for the
protection of public health, hospitals, gtc.

During the 5 of Soviet government the members of
the union have nooze:"bouldet;e fo shoulder‘vglth dlihguworkers ol
Russia, and have supporied the government in all its measures.
They vcbt?lt mutepidqiumdmodmlheﬁdd,
despite the mos lﬁ.ﬁt‘i‘ul dsrivuyou; the{.hve cared for ihe
.ickandwoundcdtslheﬂ Army, and have had faith ia the
victory of our ideals.”

The appeal also contains the following: : ;

“Comrades! Our organization is affiliated with the Red
International of Labor Unions, notwithstanding, we appeal to
you, who are in the ranks of other imgahomi organizations,
and propose that you enler info close relations with us. We beg
you :: fo exchange your experiences in the class-war with us,

We for our part will willingly give you the full benefit of
the experience gathered in the course of our work, and in this
way we may succeed ll:‘:tlpdtiu‘ out, conjointly with you, a
general line of common ics. : H

The 4th All Russian Congress of the “Wsemediksanirud”
Is to you, comrades, fo enfer into the closest coanection

-

%ﬁ

proletarian united front! - ;
the international proletarian revolutioal
live the Red luternational of Labor Umions!
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Loucheur, Stinnes & Co.

By Jacques Sadoul.

Before 1914, the exploitation of the two mightiest mining
areas of the coulinent, Lorraine and the Ruhr, ensured the
predominance in Europe of the German bourgeoisie.

Io order to break this dominion, the victorious Entente
had fo ¢ “iroy its foundations, The Versailles Treaty therefore
provided for the separation of the ores of Lorraine from Ger-
many, and their incorporation in France, while the Ruhr coal
was left to Germany.

But even the most solemn agreements, written in the blood
of miliions of 1 properiyless victims, and protected by armies
comprising millions of soldiers, cannot hold good if t ey con-
travene economic realities. The Trealy of Versailles, like man
other treaties, is nothing more than a scrap.of per, because it
aitempts (o break up the natural unity of the Rhine valley,

The German metal industries are as liftle able to do with-
out the ore of Lorraine as the French metal industries of
Lorraine are able fo dispense with the Ruhr coal.
economic dependence of the two areas is inalienable.
flowing between them must again become what it was before, a
connecting line. It is only possible to properly uiilize the huge
riches of the Rhine valley when the owners work in the closest
relationship with oge anoiher,

What form will these close relations fake?
Three possibilities miay be considered:
a) the (Freach) iron submits (o the dominion of the

disarmed Germany. But on the other hand England and the
United States, afler making such great efforts for the oyer.
throw of German dominance, will no, permit France to establish
her own supremacy on the ruins of Germany, by forcing German
coal to submit to the sway of Freuch iron.

Let us thereiore examine the conditions for the realization
of the third possibility, the only one which appears probable at
the present time: an understanding between French ore aud
German coal.

The men or both sides whose inferests are chiefly at stake,
and who are therefore best informed—the French —and
German iron barons—are perfectiy aware that such an under.
slanding is inevitable, and that it will be necessary, within a
short time, fo torm a Franco-German syndicate for {he exploifa-
tiou of the mines of Lorraine and the Ruhr. Both parties are
preparing for this understanding, aud both parties are naturall
endeavoring to grant as little as possitie, and fo gain as muc
as possible, when enfering nto the agreement.

lu order fo fill and defend their cash-boxes-—for this is
the sole tangible reality in {he whole affair—French and “erman

capitalists are resorting to every possible medium of deception
and violen e,

‘ In g:.be la’sl r::.on it dl:g :t! qqu':ioat—giand this no communist
must .orget—ot w v n s or partner
! Ao ,P" mof&:nrmsfho"mhm
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This question, the one most essential for Stinnes, Loucheur,

, i one which can be soived by corrupiion or by violence, by
:mhrdu of gold or milliards of shells. These knights sans
reproche do not shrink from ulilizing the national finances, and
the natiora! army, for their private inferests and for the satis-
faction of their own appeti.es. They drag both nations at their
heels, And to be able 10 do so with more cerlainty, they carefully
conceai their cash-boxes from sight. In France and Ge€rminy

alike, the cash-boxes vanish behind a drop-scene painted\in the.

mational colors and ‘bearng the dazzling wiscripuon: Liver.y!
honor! fatherland! Words which for many centuries have served
only 100 often 1o sacrifice the credulous masses (0 the designs of
their oppressors The feelings of the workers are again 1o be

yed upon, their idealism a ‘ed {o, and the same trap laid
m them. Once more the German and the Frenchman, the
workman and the peasant, the exploited tax-payer, is o be con-
verted inte a “heroic soldier”, ready to sacrifice his life and
possessions on the altar of his native country, that is, on the
altar of capitalist profit, e )

Thus the German and French capitalists are in full agree-
ment with respect to the division of the mines of Lorraine and
the Ruhr. Four years of war, of sulfering, of horror and of
murder, ten millions of dead, thousands ol milliards of debts
~this has sufficied {o convince them of the necessity of this
agrecment.  All that remains to be seitled is the percentage of
profit to be assigned fo each of these gentlemen. Hence all these
negotiations, manceuvres, and intrigues, carried on for the last
four years between high finance and heavy indusiry, and aided
by the enthusiastic iniermediaries at the heads of our demo-
cratic republics. Hence the waste of further milliards, the
slaughter of more workers.

Germauy, like France, has so far placed her military
power and her budget, the whole of her material and moral
resources, at the disposal of her Lourgeoisie, has so far offered
resistance in the conviction that this resstance would be ~un-

ried by the English and Americans “to a victorious end”.

ut the rapacily showu on both sides threatened to prolopg
these hagglings indefinitely. France’s power, as compared wit
Germany’s weakness is perfectly obvious. France's political and
military dominion on the continént is indisputable. France k.ows
that her powerful ex-allies have no present intentions of taking
any serious steps against her. Threatened by bankruptcy, she
hastens to bring the matter to an end. Her coup de main in the
Rubr ares aims at forcing Germany to give way further and
more rapidly,

M. Poincaré in his last speeches o the Chamber, could
wot conceal, (hat this glorious military advance will bring in

little for the devasiated districts of France. That he spoke
m comparative moderation arises {rom the fact that the lessons
taught bim by reality are forcing him at last to renounce his
-“ug hores,

In laying hands on the coal fields of the Ruhr district
(75 per cent being German undeﬂakim) the French bourgcoisie

tangible object. It is ena to exercise pressure in
ons.

.On one side on England and America, with the object of
attaining annuln:ent of the French war debfs under the threat
of permanently establishing French rule in the Ruhr area.

On the other side on Germany, with the object of inducing
hhmnpﬂmmpktesghniwm.mhethmt of ruin-
ing or even completely annihilating her industry,

Deuit the protests—though these are discreet enough
=and mild threats of the British &n and the United smf:,
ite the indi and rage of German

tioms of hate and vengeance, and despile even 1 pos ey
ite even its ‘ures
of resistance, the Ruhr occupation will have lt’lte Iollowinzzgm:

or cancellation of France’s debts to her

allies,

b) the creation of a Franco-German syndicate: Loucheur
Stinnes & Co, for the exploitation of the Ruhr and
Rhine areas.

Even shoyld this be in
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The economic (class) alliance could be easily realized.
The capdalisis, as enughicued min, are capaple of controlling
their patr.otc passons mos excellently when necessary.

‘the (national) political alliance—as a necessary con-
sequence of (he inferwcaving and union of economic inferesis,
would on the other hand mect with a comparatively long res:s-
tance from the chauvin st prejudices deeply rooted in the masses.
But the great press, so skilied in producing public opinion, in
using and mis-usiig s influence, would certainly manage n
the course of time (0 trans.orm the * hereditary encmy ”, into
a good friend, possibly the sole friend, in the eyes of the “man
in the street”; at the same time a non-commiital attitude would
Le adopted towards Russ.a, who would doubtless be granted a
place in this anti-English combina.ion.’ ) )

We must once more emphasize that the state is a tool in
the hauds of the ruling class, and that the democratic state serves
the encs of the Lourgcoise. The logical consequence 18, that to-
day the krench and German grolelurlats are incited against
each other in the Ruhr arca, and to-morrow they will be thrown
togeiher as friends, just as it suits the pocke.s of a handiul of
industrial magnatces. o ‘

It must be repeated that the bourgcoisie, once in power,
uses the mask of damocratic idealism, solely in order to pursue
ils cne aim and objec:, 1ts own prolis. . ‘

We have 1o need to be indiguant; indignation is not a
But we must keep on repeating these elementary
truths and never let our clearness of vision on these poinis
become blurred We must take great care not to under-estimate the

roblem nor regard it as one of personalities. Whe her feudal,
Eourgwxs. or prolefarian—a government is invariably the agent
of its class. Thus we should have noihing to do with the dangerous
game of trying fo ascertaw the various degrees of responsibility
to Le accorded to different national sections of he bourgeolsie,
to their parties, or their politicians. We must not be deceived b
appearances. We must lcarn the lesson, and learn {o express it
openly, that in this critical phase now Leing passcd through by
the whole of Europe, but especially by Frauce, the men of the
‘“left ", such as Herriot and Painlevé (the hope of the Blum and
flouhaux party), once in posscssion of power, would s‘\chdy
orget their democracy—though this means litle or nothing —
and would only remember that they belong to the bourgwo sie,
which is of grcat import and significance. In other words, they
would continue the policy of I oincaré and Millerand, for their
place in the government weuld be the same as that held by th-se
politicians, they would be the agents of the ruling tourgeois class.

The essential point for (he copimunisis is neither the oc-
cupation of the Ruhr are# in itself, ndy the question if the miners
of the Ruhr are to be exploited by the French bourgeoisie instead
of by the German, or thrown into prison by German gendarmerie
or French soldiers during strikes. )

If the communisis were (o devote their energies to inter-
esting, but secondary problems, they would be in danger of
neglecting their chief fasks. They would confuse and dull the
consciousness of the workers, and thus facilitate the machina.
tions by which sur class enemies arcuse patriotic Fascism.

&le must do nothing calculated to induce the (French or
Oemnan) workers, under any circumstances, to join the “ holy
alliance”, the united front with the bourgeoisie. The working
class must know orly one enemy: the bourgeoisie. The sole war
in which it is the duty of the worker o participate is the class
war, the civil war The communists must take no sides what-
ever in open conflicts between the French and German boure

cosie. |hey must strike with equal force on both sides of the
rontier, the French workers against the French bourgeoisie,
and the German workers azgainst the German bourgeoisie.

Out of the numerous problems arising from the Ruhr
occupation, we must 9.1’ devote our attention to those in which
the proletariat has a’girect interest. We must be prepared for
defense against every attack on the rights of the proletariat,
against every act of violence perpeiraed bz the boure
ﬁolue against the working class; we must be ready to fight for

row of the bourgeo:s government, for the united front
of the workers, and for establ'shing the workers’ government.
But we must under no circumstances make common cause with
the expioiters, with the nationalists. '

Some of our comrades do not seem to properly appreciate
the fmt danger which I -am endeavoring to emphasize. They
must be warned. The energy of the w class should not
te exhausted’ in unnecessary or dangerous trations.
Despite the outcri lbeubriduo!uge,ﬁenﬂliﬁol

gesiures both real and sham,
the occupation of the Ruhr is
/ together, and M

bring tie *
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Yesterday, the possession of Lorraine and of the Rulr
secured for Germany the indusirial domination of Europe. To-
morrow, he exploitation of these areas by #the combined forces
of I'rench and German capital may establish a Franco-German
hegemony.

We must keep these gigantic processes of rolitical change
befpre our eyes, we must iollow the great economc al'erafiors
which bring "about this change, and must forcsee the effects to
be expected from the union of the canitalists of thise two coun-
trics on the position of the Franco-German prolefariat, and on
the devclopment of the European revoluton.

I POLITICS
Hullo,Fimmen, Varndervelde & Co.

What has become of ycur International Sirike?
By A. Lozovsky.

Three weeks after the representatives of the Amsterdamers
and of the Second aud 2% Interna ionals, togther with the
bourgco's pacifists swore that they would prevent a war at any
price, Irench {roops marched info Germany. ‘The far s ghted
ajpusdesmol peace had thought of every possibility of war, only
this one had never occurred to them.

At the Hague we heard many speeches on Red militarism,
and on the imperialist intentions of Soviet Rursia, Every time
that the leaders ot the socialist and trade union movemen. - {hese
leaders whose longing for the ministerial port folio is pass.o-
nate— happened to speak of Russia, they adopied a pariicularly
pathetic at itude. Vandervelde boiled like a samovar. Jeuhcux
exposed the Red militarism in fragmentary but poweriul ferms
(he has a very loud voice). Abramoitch wept on the lesom
of the pacific professors; pacifist ladies wiped his (ears with
their aprons, and were for their pary plunged info the deepest
sorrow because Soviet Russia is not Luilt up on the rattern of
their magnificentily democratic and liberal fatl:erlands. When
the Russian delega‘es made th- proposal to consider the ques ion
of "e Lausanne Conference and the impending oc upation of
the Ruhr, the reformist and pacifist gentlemen sa'w in (his
pr-. sal o'y a despicable trick of the Bo!sheviks rgainst liter.y-
loving France, and found it more coavenient to put our proposi-
tion under the table-cloth,

How many beautiful speeches against war were madel
All the terrors of war were vividly reviewed, and painted in the
most glaring colors. Radek, Rothsiein and mysalf, were so tou-hed
that we wiped our tears away with our fists. “Now there will be
no more war,” we thought: *“it is no joke when Vandervelde,
Jouhaux, Huysmans, Renaudel, Thomas, MacDonald, and the
other Grumbachs flourish their hands about like this! Mars
will certainly be frightened away by these long-winded phrases
and astronomical gestures!” Afler having wept with emotion
for four days, we proposed fo the speechifiers of the Amsterdam
and Second Internationals, on the fifth day, that we cease
flourishing and really get to business in the matter of war
against war. But our proposals wounded their finest feelings.
When we were leaving the congress hall, one of the leaders of
the reformist French C.G.T, Dumoulin, asked me: * How many
renegades are there, in your opinion, at this congress?”  To
this 1 replied: “You will be able to ascertain the exact number
of renegades at the first military conflict”. You can now draw
up the list, citizen Dumoulin, and do not forget to let us know
what you personally have done fowards organizing the iuter-
national strike.

That which every body could see was going fo happen,
that which should have been energetically counteracted at the
Hague, has happéned. The French and Belgians, creators of
peace, who swore fo prevent any bloodshed in the future, are
sitting at home and praying to the League of Nations, but do
not breathe a syllable about a general strike! The only real
Fprolest against Poincarés adventure, the only serious attempt
to hold back the wild beasts of war, came from the Com-
munist parties of France and Germany, and from the revolu

unions of both countries. The printer's ink is not

- tionary ‘
yet dry on the pacifist resolutions of the Hague, and the Jeaders
o this  reocnit ad sl trsde

ST D lnisus o doe- st
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union movement of Belgium and France, have already proved
what anyone could forsce, namely, that the interess of the
bourgecisie are nearer to their hearls than those of the pro-
letariat.  Dumoulin can now make a count of the number of
rencgades in his own organization. And if he goes on {o count
thg renegades in Belgium and in other neighbouring cauntries,
he will 1ind many old and familiar faces, the same who at the
Hague raved against Red militarism and against the representa-
tives of Soviet Russia. s

Ounce again the reformist workers have been deluded, once
again they have experienced an unheard of Letrayal, another
Qytory of class peace. How often will the European workers
have to Le rudely awakened from these delusions before they
cast aside the reformist pacifist anacsthetic? How often? It
is disficult to say., Bui what is ccrtain is, that in the period
between the Hague conference and the Ruhr occupation the
workers have grown not merely three weeks wiser, but have
gained (he experience of years,

Hullo,  Jouhaux, Hendergon, Fimmen, Vandervelde,
Dumoulin, and all the peace ayostles of the Hague!
become of your international strike against war?

The Amsterdamers
and the Occupaiion of the Ruhr

By F. Mazon.

According to their own representations, the Amsterdam
leaders are the greatest collection of 20th century heroes,
What have they not done already for the prolefariat, How they
hiave defended “the intcresis of the proletariat tooth and nail in
every emergency! .. All the newspapers are full of their heroic
deeds. At the meetings at which speeches are delivered by Messrs.
Fimmen and Cudegeest, they relate to their astounded aud.ences
the lustorics of the many ba(tles in which’they successiully forght
against the class enemy, and of the baitles they are going to
fight in th> future. Therr one aim and object in life is to ﬁght
against the Versailles treaty and its consequences. Even in their
dreams they are occupied with the problem of emancinath’ng the
l;rulctan’al frem the disasirous effects of the Versailles treaty.

liey are well aware that the Versaiiles treaty brings no peace,
but is a constant danger for all, a seething volcano.

When, in April 1921, aiter the Loncon ultimatum, it was
feared that the soldiers of the allies might march in‘o the Ruhp
arca, the Amsterdam International issued an appeal to the allied
goveruments begging them, “to abstain from new sanctions, as
the offers made by the German government, offers whose julfil-
ment was guaranteed by the German labor organizations, pave
the way for a peaceful sc'ution.” The German trade unions, on
lhcierrl, were placed under the obligation of doing their uimost
to induce the German government to pay. At that time no occu-
pation of the Ruhr area took place; perhaps the guarantees of the
Amsterdamers suificed for the Fufente governments,

On September 14, 1922, the German Amsterdamers in the
Neue Welt called a demons ration in Berlin, at which Fimmen,
secretary of the Amsterdam International, spoke to the
following efiect:

“l may remind you that when “the occupation of

the Rulir arca was proposed before, we did our utmost

lo prevent if, and went so far as to be ready to reply

with a gencral strike in the cose of occupation; to-night

I declare, on behalf of 25 million organized workers,

that, shou!d an invasion of the Ruhr area be again '

threatered, the International Trade Union Federation
will do its duty.”

' This declaration of Fimmen'’s might lead us to assume
that the Amsterdamers would really proclaim a general strike,
But the cautious Fimmen provided for the necessary reservations
by violent polemics against the German trade union leaders and
the organ of the German Trade Union Federation whose
nationalist aftitude renders any action of the world proletariat
in favor of the German workers extremely dlﬂicult'g

On November 27, Edo Fimmen wrofe in the Vorwdrts:

o:‘ the trade uni%ne:d to WGy w?: o 9:73'3 was evinced at the

urtion con ome . ear, e

;qumfu‘}ﬁﬁrs“br W07 delegids ‘represening 3 of sbou
on organized wo "

ganized in ﬂlg )

What has

*“The most visible evidence of the will and defermination

o
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. s
preventing the ac'ual outbreak of a war by the proclamétion and
: ing out of an internat.onal general strike . .. The lnter-

national trade union federaiion assumes the leadership in the

war against war . . . The world peace conlerence convened for

Decemoer 10 at The Hague will gather iogether all

the organizations claiming achesion {o the resolution passed

at Rome, "~

ihe Hague conference, which has meanwhile taken place,
only succeedea in manifestng the complete hollowness of the
Amsterdam prom.scs. ‘Lhe motion preposed by comrade Radek,
fo unie all the forces ot the proletariat into” one united front

agains: the danger of war threatened by the impending occupa-
tion of the kuhr disirict, and call a 24 hours proicst
sirike against {he Lelligerent in.entions of the Lourgeoisie, was
answered with chilly' silence. ‘Ihe Amsterdamers swept the
motion aside, ln the Metal Workers [curnal, Fritz Kummer
rightly poinis out that the afitude tazen by the Amsieriam
trade union leaders tcwarcs Radek's motion gave every reason
fo fear the worst, But the Amsterdamers at the Hague, left no
room for doubt, ihat, should the danger of war arise, they would
. behave precisely as they did in 1914, 1his was express:d most
cieariy of all m the speech of Vandervelde, who maintained (he
rigat of national defcnce against armed attack; on this point
he recived the mos: lively support from th: chairman of the

CGerman trade union federation, Grassmaun. :

The occupation of the Ruhr has Lecome an acual fac,
and the Amsterdam Infernational has the opportunity of con-
vincing the whole world of ils heroism. The German Amster-
damers are waiting on teutethocks for the International ‘rade
union federat.on {0 rush o their aid, and periorm some miracle
having for its main object the removal of all necessily for exer-
tion on the part of the German irade union leaders.” The Vor-
Warls tr.umphantly reporis that on Jauuary 16 the Infernatonal
Trade Union Federation consulted on * organizatory measures
for the energetic comba:tgnf of militarism and the danger of

~war”  But in the olficial communication of the LT.U.F.
we R'ut‘l:l

“It was unanimously resolved fo enter into immediate
communication vgug.all aihligted national bureaus, in order to
consider the possibility o) decisive action, and to adopt prepara-
fory measures for the steps to be taken, so that the workers of
all countries may be in readiness to answer any sommonus made
by the International Trade Union Federation and its affiliated
orgamizations, so that the resolutions passed at Rome and the
Hague may, i "‘"’“{ﬁ; be converied into deeds. At the same
time the tureau warus the workers against any attempt from this
or the other side fo induce them to plunge ino ill-considered
:s.l‘d g:f;(::ft‘ zuou. Above all, the bureau urgently warns

 Workers against permitting themselves to be mis-

used Iqrrhuaam{m and l;bauwg:st mlois. i e

warning 10 the workers, not to allow themselves to

be persuaded by” others to plunge info * ill-considered and un-
aremred action ", appears {o be the reply of the Amsterdamers
open letter of the Communist International and the Red

Interna ional of Labor Unions, in which ‘these two organizations
appeal 10 the Amsterdamers, and to the 2. and 214 Internationa’s,
to prepare a joint acton in the form of a prolest mass strike,
The warning to the German workers, not 10 let themseives be
nisused for nationalit and chauvinist actions, is the counfer-
assurance of the leaders of the International Trade Union Federa-
:: that they will ¢ rothing agaiust the occupa‘ion of
Rubr, for they wili prove to the German Workers by
hundreds of examples that the workers have let thens:lves be
misused for mationalist and chauvinist purposes by their party
and irade union leaders, that they have_ fought on the side of
s and _mmgay. nsead of carrying out their promiscs,
made in April 1€20 {o the Amsieréam trade union international,

of hg?_lwx:{ agamst Stinnes for the purpose of fulfilling the

Meanwhile the proposals of the Communists and revoly-
tionary trade unions for joint action against French and German
imperialism have Jbeen insolenily scoffed at by 1he German
An@erdun_c.-s Tine scion taken by the revolu ionary leaders
g Erance cgaust 11 ward encounters a couspiracy o s'lence,

the a issued by (he Gurnta, Trade Union Federanon, in
workers are summonned to res'stance agaiusi the
united front with the Lourgeoisie is openly

obtain signatures of

this we read that the occupation of the Ruhr district is a
dangerous error,

‘“an error, because the burden of reparations will be in-
creased by consideralle military burdens, by the maintenance
and provisioning of a thickly populated disirict, withcut there
hci_ngdany possibility of showing what advantage is to be
Lained ", .
In the Belgian Chamber on January 10., Vandervelde set

the tune for he 1ight of the Amstérdamers against the occupa-
tion of the Ruhr. Ilis words were as follows:

We are unanimously agreed, that our claims and those of
the French and Malians, are sacred claims, and must be paid by
Germany. Irance has given her blood, and there is no responsi-
bility greafer than that Lorue by Germany; the great German
industrial undertakings remain a’ consiant lilreal against peace”.

Vanderveide's words were emphasized by his colleague
Georges Hubin, who then continued:

“1 regret that the Vorwdrts has recommended the
workers of the Rubr area to call a protest str.ke. Thg German
Social Damocrats, who have done nothing to prevent Stinnes and;
his like fror. enriching thems: lves, recommend the general strike
as soon as it is a quesuon of working for payment of the re-
parations ”,

On January 20 we read in the Vorwirts.

“ Wiicther ‘the cevasiations involved the property of the
poor or of the rich, whether the men who have Leen dragged to

- prison for resisting illegal violence have acled as friends or
foes to the labor movement, is all the same! The worker's
instinctive feeling for right and human dignity fully recogrizes
that all these questions are ot of paramount importance at this
moment. We could almost wsh {hat among the arrested, on
whose behalf the workers sprang forward so couageously there
had really been an open oppenent of the labor movem:nt.”) The
atfitude taken by the workers would then appear in a clearer
light, and the respect in which they are held by iriends and {oes
would be increased ”.

) The attitude thus adopted by the German Amsterdamers
will doubtlessly give Mr. Finmen {he opportunity of ceasing the
preparations for a defensive action on 1&) part of the workers.
And this will be an opportunity for the Amsterdamers to prove,
as the Germans, Belgians, and French have already doune, that
the Amsterdam Infernational is merely a society for misleading
the ‘prole ariat and enfertaining the capitalist wolves, In the
whole of the German trade un.on press there is only one voice
{0 be heard which not only holds aloof from the nafonal humbug

of the German irade union federation, and of the Social Demo.

crats, but calis upon its members {q take ac.ion against it. In
the organ of the Butchers' Union we\read: _

Let us beware of the agifation against foreigners, provoked
by national'st circles; no colleague should participate in this
swindle. We must not forget that the French workers are just
as little satisfied with the proceedings of the French rulers, and
are raising loud pro ests. We warn all colleagues to keep clear
of all |lut;¢;‘n:hs| jingosm ",

In the hour of the occupation of the Ruhr, the whole of
the active elements of the Amsterdamers have become reconverfed
to nationalism. They follow the same path as in August 1914,
The passive elemenis, on the other hand, send telegrams of
petition to the League of Nations, that this may appear on the
scene as lhc‘An'ge! of Feace, and bring salvation to all couniries
from the evil of capitalism. The demi-gods of the Amsterdam
lea(sue of herves cannot endure fhe common struggle of the
Pr efariat of all countries againsi Versailles and capitalism.
n such struggles they cannot decl. iliemselves in frock coat and
silk-hat, cannot strike upon their perfumed shirt fronts. The
fight against Versailles and against the Ruhr occupation will
be carried out b{l the revolu ionary masses alone, without setting
the Amsterdam erogsé into motion.

————

Open Letler

To the Executive Comm’tiee of
The British Labour Party,

Gentlemen: Loadon.

Out of the 228 men sent u fqrtriuiloom;ecﬁon i

riots in the village of Chauri Chaura in the United Pr:;"::&“:
172 have been sentenced to death by imperialist justice. The
History of the case may not be unknown to you. the winter

T‘Tm that Fritz Thyssen is not an o o
bﬂwccnotunt Wirts | s alh

akolish-ahe eight hour day,
and Raltzky,—gond otiah
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of 192021 the disconfent among the poor peasantriy of the
United. Provinces, where Feuda'ism reigns supreme under the
protection of the British government, was very acute. ln many
2 place this disconlent broke out inlo open revo.l against the
oppression of landlord.sm. The British government, which
.always poses as the prolector of the tenant and has given some
legal shape to this pretension in order to secure the “loyally” of
the peasant masses, however, did not hesitate a moment to send
armed forces as coon as the “life and properly” of the loyal
landowners were menaced by poor cultivators driven o revolt by
hunger. Thus the traditional illus on of the Indian peasantry
about the “benevolence” of the sirkar was shaken and they found
themselves face to face with the forces of Siate coerc.on allied
with tyrann.cal land ordism. This combination of forces led p
o the incident at Chauri Chaura, which was brought about by
Police provocation.

The men, arrested after the Chauri Chaury riots and after
the outbreaks that subsequently spread in - the surrounding
disiricts had been suppressed by unrestramned use of bayouels
and other forms ol ferror.sm, were charged with the “murder”
olicemen ware
killed in the affray, but the dispensers of imperialist justice con-
veniently over!ooked the facts that the afiray was begun by the
policemen firing on peaceful demonsirators, and that the number
of men killed and wounded in consequence of firing volleys on
a crowd ol severa: thousand musi have exceeded the casualities
on the government side.

One hundred and s atly-two men, many of whom were
hy -y peasants and who w.re so hungry because they had been

f¢ to contribute too heavily to the fund for helping the “war
i aocracy”, stand sentenced ic be “hanged by the neck until
de This legai murder is beng perpetrated in the name of
“L and order”’ and “gocd government”. The real crime com-

mud by these was to rebel against unbearable economic exploi-
tation and to demonstrawe the desire to fight for their rights.
n doing so. they had to cha.ienge the feudal absolutism which
flourishes in India under the benign protection of Britlsh Demo-
cracy. These men will legally murdered for having spontane-
ously expressed the noble principles that inspired the glorious
Peasant l:(evolt.. 'f Great Britain and other European countries.
In order to defend the rights of landlordism, which constitutes
its most loyal support, British Imperialism is committing a bar-
barous deed which will even surpass its own none too admirable
records in India. This prostitution of justice will be unparalleled
in its majestic vindictiveness and brutality.

On behalf of the toiling millions of India, and in the name
of “justice and fair J)lay", in which you believe so implicitly, we
call upon you to lead the British working class fo intervene and
demand the reprieve of the condemned champions of the Indian
peasantry. We cali upon the British Labour Parly fo exert
pressure upon the government by means of Parliamentary action,
as well as by strikes and demonstrations in case parliamentary
action fails to bring about the desired effect. You must take
these steps if you want to prove that you are not a party to the
imperialism o{ the British bourgeoisie. If you fail to act in
this tragic moment, you will go down in history with the blood
of the Indian peasaniry on your head, and you will stand charzu,i'
with the betrayal of (hose principles of “‘freedom and democrac
that you claim (o advocate. Af the same time we appeal directly
to the British proletariat to repudiate your leadership in case

ou fail to act and thus condone this legal murder by infuriated
{mperillilm.
Zurich, February 2, 1923.

N. Roy.
For The Communist Party of India.

The International Situation
-in 1922

. By M. I. Maisky (Moscow).

During the year 1922 the wave of revolution ebbed. This
ebb-tide had already set in during 1920, so that last year brought
nothing fundamentally new or interesting.

tide of revolution is synonymous With ihe

ing
of reaction. This clearly expressed in the

complete paralysis of official state power. They scarcely had “ie
intention of doing-anything, tut if they had had any such intess
tion, they would not have been able to carry it out, for
Fascisti ruled the country, and have now made hemselves act
maslers of laly, after (wo years of Fahiing against” e
proletariat.

In the other great countries of Europe evemts have not
been so drama.ic as in laly- But there have man
vacillations and changes, ditiering ouly in Jegree but not
quality from the events w Italy. "

Let us take Fngland. The most important political
occurren. in this country last year, was the change of government
and the new parliamentary election. Lloyd George, (he cleverest
and most elastic leader of European capilalism, was overthrown,
and his place taken by that petty-bourgeois simple.on Bonar
Law. Conservative liberalism has been :
imperialism. The results ot the new elections signify a move fe
the right, and a stcp towards the open dictatorship of the bour-
geoisie. The aftitude adopled by the new government with regard
to the most impor.ant question for _the English prolelariat—
unemployment -~ may serve as an example. Lloyd George talked
a great deal about unemployment, and even did somethin
S:lhlou[ih by no means as much as he talked) to relieve i

onar Law will not even grant an interview (o (he represen-

tatives of the unemployed. gI'his is the first snow-drop. It will
soon be followed by other harbingers of bourgeois Spring, a
Spring which may be more terrible to the working masses tham
the severest winter frost.

Let us take a glance at Germany. This is a repubiic
without republicans. The state constifution is adorned with
republican garb, but the whole adminisiralive apparaius, wd_the
whole military mechanism, are in the hands of the monarchists.
The government commands—the army and the officials do not
obey. But even this rowerless government of pourerless republie
cans does not suit the capitalisis, Stinnes presses the button,
and the scene changes. Wirth res'gns, and the social democratic
president calls upon the industrial magnate Cuno o take his
place. But even the Cuno cabinet cannot satisfy the growing
appetite of the ndustrial magnates. It is not enerﬁ:tgc enoqﬁ‘h.
nc' sufficiently permeated with the. spirit of feudalism. e
Cuno government is only regarded as a slepping slone to a
full-blown cabinet of the capitalist dictatorship. We see that the
hands of the political indicator have turned considerably to the
right. But the hour has nof yet struck for reaction in Germany,

And in France? 1In 1922 the black reactionary bloc ruled
also i the land of the third republic, and as time passes the
reactionary elements of this bloc asvend higher towards govern-
ment. Briand was displaced by Poincaré 'lo—daz; even
Poincaré is too weak. To-day he is suspected of sympathy with
the “left”. A new government is appearing on the horizon,
headed by Tardieu, whose head is completely impervious against
the penetration of any statesmanlike idea or political conception.

In France the scales were already heavilly weighted with
reaction, and 1922 not only brought no relief, but rather added
fresh weight.

The line of political development of the four largest
European couniries thus shows the same fundamental tendency;
an abrupt move (o the right, towards open bourgeois lic-
fatorship. We can observe similar developmients in the smaller
countries, as in Belgium, Holland, Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, and
the Scandinavian countries.

In the United States, where uuniled capital has stiil firm

round beneath its feet, where the bourgeoise is not yet threatened

any immediate danger of revolution, we observe th_e same
“Fascist” evolution. But we observe here at the same time the
rowing resistance of the proletariat, a temporary slackenin
in the capitahst offensive, and a re-groupmiem the “camr
the bourgeoisie, as showu by the defear of the republicants at
the last election.

The political attack made by capital has been accompanied
everywhere by an economic attack of equal violence. The year
1922 was a year of falling wages, of strong pressure on the
trade union organizations. '

The past year saw many severe conflicts belween capital
and labor in alf large and smail bourgeois count.ngq, conllicts
which in most cases, ended with the complete or parlial defeat of
the workers. These defeats were, in almost every case, fo a great.
exient due to the tre aftitude of the reformist leac
This was seeu in Zermany in the strike of the South G

replaced by liberal i b

:
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The move {o the right may also be observed in interngtional
relations. The three grear questions—Germany, Russia, and the
Near East—have become extraordinarily acuie. The capitalist
world, or, sirictly king, the Entente, made an attempt to-
wards a solution of these three ques ions. But the altempt ended
in a great fiasco. This failure was due to capitalist reaction
getti~g the upper hand of the more cunning capitalist liberalism.

Lloyd Ceorge wanted to solve the Russian problem by
means of a compromise acceplable to bo h sides, and for this
pu‘:mu convened the conferences at Genoa and The Hague! Ca-
pitalist reaction, chiefly represenied by the French government
and by the City of London, got the upper ha..J, and now, after
Genoa and The Hague, the Russian question is farther from a
satisfactory solution than it was a year ago.

b Lloyd George was also anxious fo solve the German
question on the lines of liberal-capitalist reason. For a tim: it
seemed as if Lloyd George had overcome Poincar(s resistance.
But here again capitalist reaction defeated capitalist liberalism.
When the German ques ion will be solved is still quite uncertain,
more unceriain than a year ago.

The solution of the third question, that of the Near East,
now being attempted at Lausanne, deserves the greatest interest,
England—supported by France, ltaly, and a whole troop of lesser
vassals~is trymg to create another treaty of Sevres. ln August
1920, the great powers, without consulting Turkey or KRussia
“ decided * the fate of the Near East by a siroke of their official
pens.  They converted Turkey into a colony, and completely ex-
¢cluded Russia from the solution of the Straits problem. But they
reckoned wa hout their host. And the host speedily showed that
he was not to be trifled with. - The events of the year 1922 tore
th. treaty of Sevres to shreds. The conference of Lausanne was
intended to solve the Bproblcm in a new manner, that is, in agree.
m...t with the host. But what do,we see actually? Not only does
Lord Curzon not even seck a way of compromise with TYurkey
and Russia, he actually throws every possible obstacle in the way
of such a compromise. 1f Curzon remains master of the s tuation,
he cannot atain, under the most favorable circumstamces, more
than a new Sevrés treaty, with the same organic defects and the
same inevitavle results. What does this signiiy? One thing only:
Even in the Near Eastern question capiialist reaction has won
the upper hand over capitalist liberalism, and the noble lord in
Lausanne is merely the mouthpiece of British Fascism.

. As regards the prospects for the future, in Furope, revolu-
fion is at the ebb-tide. The Lourgeoisie is increning”i:' ower.
The proletariat has passed over ic¢ a defensive attitude. pital
atia s.‘ :lnd t:e :or!ung ld.:nd defends itself, but not always
successiully, sad picture umism was never m
out of place than ¥. haa- et ore
The upward movement of reaction cannot and will not
last long. Eurcpean capitalism has received its death wound. It
is not dying n?dly, its dea h agony is protracted, but it cannot
riee again. A Fascist dictatorship may throw the proletariat to
i the ground for a time, Mussolini and Curzon may cause the
b masses much unnecessary suffering, but they cannot save a bour-
geois economy which has gotten into a blind alley,
. But even in the matter of a dictatorship the bour-
geoisie has but poor prospec's, Two great obstacles bar the
: way. In the first place Comintern, which, though still not
z tly strong, is none the less of immense significance. This
E great organism, which at present has but little

o i

on its bones,
ga new sirength from the supply of fresh proletarian blood,
80 500N as ation assumes a revolutionary character. And
§ the Fascist terror
i Th.: second obstacle in
viet Russia. The fact
1S

The Rulers of Lithuania

and the Occupation of Memel
By A. L-r, Lithuania.

The rulers of Lithuaria, this young ** democratic  republic,
have learnt much during the few years of their political indepen-
dence. Thcy know very well that the maintenance of the god-
des gned “ order ” in their country, that is. the maintaining and
ccurig of democratic powers of exploitation and opprission in
the hands of the large agrarians, proliteers, clergy, and am-
bitious coldiers, requres as a first premise the ruthless crushing
of th ciass war movement among the proletariat of {own and
couniry, and among the landless peasants. The theory and
practice of this knowlelige have been learnt by them in the hard
schoo! of Tsarism, where the b'ows tell on their own shouiders.
The Lithuznian react.onaries have even improved on these
methods by a few genunely Lithuanian variations—correspond-
ing to the level of cuiture.

Hundreds and ttousands of revolutionary socialists and
comumunists have teen languishing for years in the prisons of
the republic, awaiting ind.ciment and trial. A few weeks ago
the comrades in the fort of Kovuo carried out a hunger sirike
on the occasion of the death. ot comrade Yanuszvski, due to tuocr-
culosis contracted in  pricon. The Lithuanian labor
press of all languages (with the exception of the tam> Sozial-
dtmck!qras), even the rpurely trade union organizations, ara
;}posed to continual persecutions and reprisals, and are kept
ighiing for their very exis.ence. All strike agitators are se\ ;re?y
punished. The clergy, on the other hand, are not only permitied
1o carry on with imzunity their well organized system for crush-
ing out every spark of maturel intelligence in their followers, but
enjoy the fullest support of the author.ties. The profiteers flourish
and carouse, the workers sink deeper and deeper into want and
msery. In such wise acts the Lithuanian bourgeoisie, so it and
it accomplices protect the sacred principles of democracy.

S0 much for the policy with regard to internal affairs.

The pokticians and diplomats of reactionary Lithuania
were not spectators of the diplomatic performances of Brest-1.itoysk
and Versailles, or of the “actions” of d’Annunzio in Fiume and
Zeligovsky in Vilna without profiting thereby. With great
acuiencss they recognized the main principle on which the policy
of the present rplers of Greater Europe is based, and these a-e
the fooisieps they follow.

. Luhu:(;umdttoopl (lh; “ Iron Wolf ” is not a * band ”, but
n organized and equi division o ipi
the MS‘.""‘ﬂ Eil;‘rict quippe : f troops) have occupied

The Lithuanian government, which has been continuall
rotesting against the robbery since Wina was occupied by lhi
oles (if is characteristic (hat at that time Zeii ovsky’s troops
were designaied as * bands ”), and appealed to the * conscience
and justice of humanity” as incorporated in the League of
ations, this same government of human conscience and justice

now shiclds the conquerors of Memel, and lends them support.

There is no doubt but that the whole Memel enterprise is
favored by England. It is one of the many moves in (he game
bemf. played the great imperialist powers since Versailles.
England laad’s bourgcoisie) is anxious that — for the time
mgr :ltlyle.a‘s_‘— thu;ula should not be uubjumted by Poland.

it i1s commercial intere i i i
. ludilng p:;t ooy eresis of various kinds which play

n additions to this, England is in any case enti

ohgposed to the fulfilment of Poland’s wish to yincor rate rtel‘l{
lemel district. Poland is for too much the servitor oFoPoincaré
and of French capital, and this would signify a fresh sirengthen-
ing of French, that is, anti-English influence.
. But the Lituanian rulers, who are willing to aid English
capital by pushing the working masses of Lithuania, Meme!, and
East Prussia, about the board like pawns, have overlooked one
point in their calculation towards realizing their imperialist
designs: that the day is approaching when the internatonal prole-
fariat will seize power, and put an end fo the imperialist policy
of international capital. And then the Lithuanian proletariat, at
the present tme intim:dated by the treachery of the social demo-
crats, and shrinking from any revolutionary action, will be
sirong enough 1o turst its chains, and fo set up a dictatorship
which will oﬁh&ge the republic of profiteers and parsons inta
iat.

The task the Lithuanian proletariat is to make it clear

gy W /3‘ < 4 , | e

No. 5 International Press Correspondence 71

rades, and despite our tremendous financial difficulties, we have
succeeded in appointing organizers in several party d.siricts.
Within the party itself there have been no great conflicts, and
joint work with sulordinate organizations, zbove all with our
youth union, has been excelient. The execulive commitiee of the
youth union and the womens’ groups on (he one hand, and the
working committee of the parly on the other, have maintained
excellent contact and under8tanding between their organizations
by means of mutual representation. X '
The pos:tion of the Communist Party with regard to the
His Majesty’s social democratic government has been partis
cularly difficult, for this government has on no occas on nllenlp(gd
fo pursue a socialist joucy, scarcely a really radical”bourgeois
sol.cy. The majority of the all-Sweden party conference of the
P, “considered the most advisable tactics to be, not to give the
social democra‘s any pretext for accus ng us of serving reac-
tionary intercsts, that is, we should not demind the. resignation
of the government. The qualified support of the socm_l demo-
cratic governm:ul by the Communist I'arty was further, justified
as beng a line of tactics calculated .to force the social demo-
crats themsclves to open the eyes of the hitherto uncr.tical
masses by puttng their social democratic policy into actual
practice. The minority of the parly repres:niatives, after points
ing cut the dangcrs attendant on such an at itude, loyally sub-
m ited to the resolution and have contributed {o its being carried
out. The severe and candid criticism of the government, a?wn{l
exercised by the C.P., has become much more severe, both in
the parliament and cutside of it. The party has utilized every
oprortunity to force the government, by action outside parlia-
m:nt, to either pursue an exceed ngiy radical policy, or to un-
mask i'self before the working class.
Work for the pro'etarian united front is closely related fo
this. Rereated public appeals have been made (o the social
democratic leaders to join in common work on the basis of

The Situation in Swede
By H. F. Spak (Stockho!m). .

The infernational economic cris’s, q{lich was greatly felt
in Sweden in the course of 1921, became exctedingly acute during
the first half of 1922. 7The most imjortant line ol e:port of the
country—the timber and saw-mull indusiry -was a'most para-
lyzed.” The stock of stored wood has been accumulating for some
years, but the aMhormally high rate of Swedsh exchange has
rendered it impossible to sell abroad. The reports of the siock
market show the shares of the leading saw-mills to have sunk by
99 per cent. The othor industries show the same tendencies. Ih:
stone quarries, another of the most imporiant sources of Sweden's
exrort trade, have not keen worked since the beginnng of the
war as Ciermany was the chief buyer. The iron works ar> com-
aratively busy, but the special manufacture of separalgrs, ball
;arings, agricultural machkinery, and the Lke which constiuted
a great part of the economic sirength of the couniry, has goene
back cens.derably. All gharcs have sunk by €O to 70 ref cent.
It ‘s r.markable that this time the cr'sis—for the first tme for a
considerable period—has had a disasirous effect on agr.culture,
and is m'rrored in a 50 per cent fa'l in the value of land. The
extent of the agriculiura{vcriss may be seen in the grcatly in-
creasod number of morigages of land. Here, as in all branches
of intusiry, the neccssary improvemenis and repairs have been
comp et ly neg'ected, -
The unemployment naturally resultant on these condilioas,
and increasing mightly at the beginning of the year, had by the
beg nuing of the winter, reached the to.al of 170000 of cially re-
gistered unemployed, su that the actual figure—at the lowest
comnutation—can be estmated at 207.000. 1 we estimate the
number of members of each family at the lowest poss'b'e average,
it fol'ows, that in a country of 5% m llon inhabitants, at least

alf a milllon workers are direcly or indrectly suffering . ' | 1 ]
?mm unuln'!loym':ul. The C.I> of Sweden hes male great ad-  pro'efarian demands and act'ons, but these have invariably been

i i 3 ses b crgat’ 187 se mes . Swedsh C.P, has succeeded in
sards gaining the confidence of the masses by encrget'e  refused. By these means the Swe . )
:2:‘1315\"":;;:1; %mlem", oyment a confidence demonsirated by ‘he  unveiling the real nulure] of social democratic policy before the
ity agai ] . B Sl el iagy e - nk brolefariat.
wih of the party, and by imrportant electien vic'orics in the eycs of the thinking prole )
lghr:niciml and rpura{ counci! elect.ons at the end of the yeor. T he o;‘gumzalory|un;t;u 03 t}l;le socln_a‘! dlengptcur:'li:) ofintll:
; y > ‘mer season  indus'r 2 and 2! Iniernatonals cleare e rolitical si noin
Mﬂ o clomm;-n:tm:n;m?:r "‘E),,‘Z“(}i's,fm,,mgc was “uy‘ manner most favorable to us. The small centrist group, which
:-.Z?r‘: aofr\rlxgvﬁm:’krs" atove all the leading Swed sh Cowm real  separated in 1921 from H‘l‘e Swedlsl& Q-I’-h was at tlf\ata h'r:‘:
: capitali b ! < nes ¢ exceeding'y d'minutive, and conss'ed in the main ©
- capitalized a part of the uncertakings, and  excecd . ! | 3 .
f:r,:"'fedhi;:l ?:d:;terli’aclaf;)eculahnn l'o such an extent, that a severe "'0'~f“f-“°}v gifted !UUI‘"thl‘S-dBUl :hﬂllk! tgor‘laliﬁw ‘::';" l‘:;’:::r
banking crisis arose, and the undertakings were granted less and tionary phrases, and to a lea er whoae per f iy f pop \
| - u';i“x But at the sam» time an imnrovem®nt was ch:-rvable In certamn circles, this group succeeded in confusing’a few 9"::d
B o i i 4 inductry. Th's im- uncritical sections of proletarians. The confusion thus cau
in the export market, espfcmlly in the ‘IM)'O \ ‘;“a:‘,;f'm a reduc. among certain circles of the proletariat, vanished at once when
provetiens 1s prob;{by 03'”: ‘“"}""{’f{,‘,,g..‘, lo! munﬁluyc.l at the the centrists fused with the social patriots. T'he masses are now
tion of unempiayment. elac g "{ {ation 80,000 the numbsr beginning to grasp that they have no alfernative, but to choose
end .oi‘the year wast;_al '3.,0(“(')0c°m‘ s ' - e ther the social democratic petty-bourgeois policy, or the straight-
olhcml‘»ryl regxsteredd (:ngom;"“..“ for work offered to cerfain forward class war of the communists, with its goal of soc
P e B x : revolution.

groups of the prolefariat are ncutralized by the co'ossal redac.
”
“The Communist Danger

tions in wages, and by the threatened attacks on the standard
Poincarés government appears fo be coniemplating an ex-

work'ng day, which was made law with such inf'nite »a'ns and
fensive state action against the communists, -The preparations

L M
trouble, after the world revolutionary crisis of 1018-10. Wa«
in all {rades have been reduced by 60%. while the index figures

made against the * inner enemy ” are equal to those undertaken
for attacking the “outer enemy " in the Ruhr area.

of food priccs show no corresronding fall While the index
figure for Sweden, is still 190 per cent as comrared with 1914,
wages have so fallen that they are now but little higher than at
that time. But the agricultural laborers, whose wages never
amounted to more than half those of the indusirial workers, are
the worst off. For the first time for ceniuries the suprly of
labor in the agricultural disiricts exceeds the demand. Up to
1920 the reverse was the case. ) '
Besides the unemployment question, there was another
matter which assumed a positien of.press;ngrpolnt.cal importance
last year, the question of total abslinence. he party was much
octupied with 1his question, the more so as the total arsl:n‘ence
organizations, with their hundreds and thousands of members,
are composed of workers and peasanis. The‘pnrt{ adopeed a
periectly unequivocal attitude towards the guestion ol prohibition.
The éj’ of Sweden, the averwhelming majority of whose
members are organized in total abstinence socieiies. threw iis

and the French CP has caused the government much anxiety,
Af'er the decision regarding the occupation of the Ruhr Valley
had been reached in the French ministerial council, it was decided
at the same time to attack-the communists. As may be seen (rqm
an official communicué, the government wanted to prevent a sit=
ting of the committee of action at which the delegates to }hﬁ
Essen conference were to give their reports. A special scza’on
was convenéd for this purpose by the m'nistry for internal
affairs, and was participated in by: the minister of justice, the
minister for the interior, the state attorney and the atforney
general, and the head of the political police. This sess‘on
resolved ‘on the arrest of the following communists: Mon-

; i hibiti Somewhat more than 49 per d e (.
22;' cgfce tﬁ: 'p’fnﬂ?;.ﬁnpr?n' tlh::ou;;leb?cite voled for proh bition ﬁ‘c‘g;:‘ar o:r‘difll?e n:md ?s:z;. wl:utrt. mr:tfar i gp&l;: T‘I’gm
(about 900,000, mostly workers and peasanis). The uneouivocal secrela'ry o F.'C.Pm., i umcretaq e COTU

i of the has proved to have been right. We have
;t::ug: it the .party iels o‘; ﬂ:;bbest elemen..d {s :; u:; proletamet;
! S0 m w e measur
of um‘rhﬁrgziuﬁ: reoommended by the IV. World Congress, Were searched at the same tme.
The nuclei and workin have not yet atfained as much Further, in St. Quentin three ftrade u

success as might be wi but still we have made good progress  arresied: s . y of the l’ub ,
communist training of the parly com-

comrades were accordingly arrested in their dwellings
morning hours of Wednesday, January 10,

to tho improved

The existence of the joint committee of action of the CGTU

mousseau, general secretary of the C.G.T.U., Maranne, district




At the same time the premises of the Humanite and the
C.O.T U. were searched. In the Humanite office the room and
cupboards. of comrade Cechin were broken into, despite the
*“immuuify” assured by the laws of the French “democratic”
republic o the deputies of its chamber. K ‘

" At the first hearing the arrested were informed that they
were charged with "plomni against the inner and oufer securify
of the sta According to news which we have i ceived
up {o now, (he arrested comrades have selected the following

for their defence: Monmousseau the barrisier Torr's,
Maranne the editor of Humanite, Delhay and Treint, comrade
Maurwce Paz, Pietri the deputy, Vaillant-Couturier, and the
. in.ernaticnal secrelary of the union of ex-service men, Albert
W Foarier. The cause of omi: lco{mn:uhthus appears to be likely
to develop into a t trial for high treason. =

”'lh?s violentg?:u on Polncare’s part has stirred the

workers of the whole of France to the profoundest dep hs. The
Humanite breathes a splendid fighting spirit. The most im-
rtant unions have already protesied against this act of bru-
ality, in their central commtees, and everywhere the same
will ‘s expressed: Now or never! The joint commit ee of action
continues to meet, it summons the workers of the whale of
France 1o hold mighty protest demonstrations against the policy
of interiur and exierior violence pursued by Paincare's govern-
ment. Fresh commitiees of action are being formed all over the
country. The cenirals of the C.G.T.U. and of the Communist
- party of France are making appeals to the French working class.

Poincaré has sown the wind, and will reap the storm.
The government of Loucheur and Schneider, the government

O e i

¥ of the lron Works Commitice, imagines that it can destroy the
commupist  movement. Communism in France will e
stronger than ever from this its first great combat. In the

Popuaire, the paper of French social demécracy, Leon Bium
complains that the French Eovernmenl is doing the work of the
communists. “It really looks”, he writes, “as if all the govern-
ments who follow one another have resolved to impart life and
vigour to communism. In *iving way fo the threais of the
royalists, the governments play imto the hands of the com-
munists.”

Every French workman can now clearly grasp the con-
nec. ion between Poincarc's inner and oufer policies, The French
comrades have thoroughly realized that the whole object is
the common enslavement of the French and German workers.
Let us seach oul across the frontiers, and join in the common
fight aganst international capitalism, -
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Survey of tre World Eccnomic
Situationinthe 4 h Quarter 0f1922

By E. Varga,
The Reparations Quesion and the Anglo-

French Aniagzonism

- At the present moment (beginning of zmuary), the main
t of interest s the break which has faken place in Paris
een France and tzz!aud This event cannot have caused
any surprise {o our readers. In cur report on the London con-

ference in jnlgnlm we had aiready stated our conclus cus:
“The Entente still exists. But the Engheh Parliament
recently granted an extraordivary subsidy of £100000 for the
study of means of defence against poisonous gases, and further
two smitlion (s for the building of 500 new war anes,
And when 1 e member of the Lower House, Wedgewood, addres-
sed thé question to Lloyd George, wheiher ihese aero s were

g mecessary iin view of France’s exiensive armamen d George
n adopting these measures we have all circum-
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their return jnumcx, from Essen. Another secrefary of ihe fel,rgsou of peace, the viclors were of the opinion—without in t
-Cazals, i , according (o the st examining Germany’s ing capacijy—that Germany had
ﬁB.T-U‘.; . s PR T v ’ fo pay for ;llglhe damuzes ':Jyﬂerged by the allied states during

the war. After a time the decisive question became one of arriv-
ing at a correct estimate of what Germany was able fo pay.
Aud as Germany’s paying capacily is very sm:ll, every succeed-
ing phase of the rep:raticns negotiations reduced the f ure of
Germany’s obligations. In. January 1021, the total obligation
was fixed at’ miltiard gold marks. In the ultimatum of
M{y 5, 1921, the reparations were fixed at ‘132 m lliards gold
maves, But 2! the same time it was obvious that this sum was
not to be taken seriously, for interest bearing bonds were issued
caly o the amount of &1 milliard gold marks, while the remain-
ing &2 mlliards remained without interest and undisiribute !
until further nofice, .

Nothing but the fear of public opinion in England and
France kept the allies from stating candidly that they did not
hope -to get any more than 50 mi lards out of Germany. As
Keynes predicted, Germany proved incapable of paying even
the sum fixed in the London ultimatum: 2 milliards gold r rks
and 26 per cent of the export. A moratorium was thus granted
for the year 1922, according to which Germany's obligations for
that year were fixed at 720 million gold marks and 1450 mllions
in kind. But in 1922 Germany could rot raise even this sum,
aud a fresh moratorium had to be granted for the 'ast 5 months;
the payments due to Belgium were covered by treasury notes
to be paid”later. .

As we have seen, no agreement could be reached beiween
England and France on the question of this moratorium. Already
Poncaré had produced his demand that no morator.um be
granted fo Germany without a *“ productive pledge”. At that
time the question was passed on unsolved fo the Reparations
Commission, and as the demand concerncd was a special one
of Belgium’s, France had not the possiblity of pressing forward
to the breaking point at that time.

A circumstance playing an imporfant role here, is the
exislence of two antagonist feudencies in French politics. While
the great peasant masses, pensioners, and officials, desire a peaces
ful policy, aud only wish for the stabilization and possible im-
provement of the rate of exchange of the franc, there are, on
the other hand, wide sirata of heavy industrial underfakings
atrivixzs for a militar{ and imperialist policy. This policy is
dictated by the necess: gro! ccmbining French ores with German
coal; the aftempis to bring this about by peaceful negotiations
with the German bourgevisie have so far been without avail. It
must here be taken inio consideration that the consequence of a
policy of violence—the further depreciation of the franc—is by
no means undesirable {o the French capitalist. Dep{gciation of
the franc signifies an automatic reduction in wages, and French
heavy industry, rendered dependent on exiens.ve exporis (by
I Lorrame, and by the combination with the iron
indusiry of Luxemburg and Belgium), would find its struggle
for the world markets facilitated by the low value of the franc,
It must finally be taken info consideration that France’s finances
are on the verge of ruin, and that she has already expended
100 milliards of francs for the restoration of the devastated
regions, without having received any large cash payment from

; It 15 thus comprehensible that, despite the fear of
war like adventures prevailing among wide strata of the people,
the whole of bourgeois public opinion nevertheless firm'y supporis
Poincaré in the queston of *productive pledges”. The anta-
Eomsm which kas split the Enfente is not a new one. At the

ondon conference of last summer, England refused fo accede
to the measures demanded by France, demands in .all essentials
the same as those now formulated.

It may te assumed that the events of the last quafter
of 1922, are in general known to our readers. After the Repara-
tion Comnussion had visited Berlin in beginning of October,
Bradbury produced a plan for a 5 yedrs' moratorium. To this
Barthou replied, on the 25th of October, that a moratorium could
not be granted without pledges, and that the reparations
question would have 1o be solved togeiher with the question
of the interallied debis. The same was repeated by Poincaré,
in his Senate speech of November 9. He said:

“On behali of the French government, 1 declare that
we will not folerate a further reduction of French demands, and
Parliament and country alike support me in this . , . |
shown that German try is enyoying actual privi behind
a show of misery. A greai papt of the rcvmuuofm:‘m&;
are free from any-taxation whatever, and enrich the treasuries
of the g:m_mdwml maguates or of
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| Eamptamby all European powers.
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“A 60 per cent participation in the proceeds of certain 3. Discontinuation of di i e
indusiries, creci’teion of ‘pnm“i)p';. line aroung the Ruhr area,— Reichsbank, e Scounting {reasury motes by .'

collect.on of faxes in the occupied German ferrifory, gnd col-
lection of the proceeds of the state mines in the Rubr area and
and of the forests in the various provinces of Germany.”

There then followed, on Novemler 14, the official note
of the German government to the Repara.ions Commiss on,
requesting a moratorium for three or four years for. all p: Iv
men(s, whether in cash or kind, and further, a foreign crodit
of at least 50 millon gold marks. 'n raturn for this, Ger-
many offers: action f{owards the staliliza‘lon of the mark; the
German Reichsbank is {o place 502 million gold marks, in gold
or securities, at the disposal of thig action. As soon as the rate
of exchange of the mark will have regained confidence at Liome,
the German government will raise an inner gold loan. FEven
during the per.od of the moratorium one half of the proceeds of
the internal loan, and the whole of the fore.gn loan, are o be
used to pay reparations.

This measure is to bring about a stabilization of the mark.
Fssentially the same plan is contained in the letter sent by Cuno,
representing the new government, to the English prime minister,
on December 9. Both German propositions were rejected.

It was under these circumstances that the London con-
ference” met.  Here the conflicting interests of England and
France clashed. While France maintained (hat the German
state was depreciating the mark and steering towards bankrupicy
intent'onally, in order to avoid paying the reparations, Britain
was of the opinion that Germany’s econcm'cs were actually
ruined. "Accordin# to all information which 1 have received,”
said Bonar Law, “Germany is on the brink of collapse. | regret
having to say ths, but I beleve it to be {rue. The tragical
thing about if is that there can douvbtless be no improvement for
Germany until the mark is stabilized, but that the experience
of the whole world, our own experience during the past year,
and the opinion of every rolitical economist, go to show that
precisely the attempt fo stabilize the mark will lead to the break-
down of industry which we ourselves have experienced. We must
keep all this in view.”

He formulated the question as follows: “What is the best
method of getting out of Germany the amount which it should
pay?” The Allies could not agree on the method, for France
demanded productive guarantees, that is, the occupation of Ger-
man territory, while the English were of the opinion that such
a procedure would bring about Germany's complete economic
ruin without gaining the hoped for payments for France.

. The unbridged chasm between England and France having
thus become apparent, France set to worﬁ in the Reparation Com-
mission, in agreement with Belgium and Italy, to create the legal
pranses required for an invasion of Genn:ln{. It was decided
on December 27, against the vote of the English representative,
that Germany had become guilty of a volunfary default by the
incemplete delivery of the w ordered. This verdict = was
delivered in spite of the fact that Germany offered to deliver
the shortage by March 31, 1923. It was Iurther decided that

oft-mentioned difference beiween a “default” and a
“voluntary default” does not exist, that the (wo ferms were
synonymous. After these preparations the conference of the

llies began on January 2  England as well as France brought
ready-made solutions (o this conference. We shall briefly outline
the substance oi these two propositions in the next section,

‘The French Reparaiions Plan

“The French government declares that it is unwilling to
accept any reduction of its share of Germany’s obligations. In
ractice, this share is already insufficient to cover the
expenditures for the restoration of {he devastated regions. A
reduction of the French share could only be taken into considera-
tion by the French government if some of its allies would agree
fo modify their demands on Yy, or to give priority (o the
restoration of the devastated regions. The French goverument
will not be in a J)ouilion fo pay either interest or principal on
its debts to the allies, uniil it has at least been compensaied by
Germany for the expenditures which it has borne and which it
has yet to bear in the restoration of the devastated area.”
France is however prepared to discharge her deobis by

ihe bonds of Series C, provided that this procedure
se lines show France's

standpoint as opposed to England. The measures
h regard to Germany then follow, -

~ Reorganization of German Finances,
The French ?mm provides for: .

v AT

4. Prevention of flight of capital and of the hoarding of
foreign securifies in Germany, 4

In order that these measures may
Guarantee Commission is Jo take over {
Finances.

The exact wording is as follows:

“Ihe Guarantee Commiltee is fo be
observe the execution of {his program, and especially fo
inform itself at any moment regarding ever dctal{ of
financial management of the Reich and of the separate
slates; the commiltee must be accord>d the possibilify of
exercising everf" description of control which it considers
necessary for this purpose; it can prohibit any expendifure
which it holds to be inopportune, and prescribe any method
of increasing revenues which it considers possible.”

. The headquarters of (he Guarantee Committee were fo
be in Berlin.

It is obvicus, that were (this program accepled,
German Finances would actually no longer be in the hands
of the German goverument, but completely in those of the
Guarantee Commission. Germany's fiu.’mciar dependence would
be much greater than that of Turkey belore the war.

be carried out, the
conirol of German

enabled to

Moratorium’ and Pledges.
The French goverument would not be wiclined (0 grant
a moratorium for l]cnger than two years. This moraforium
would not mclude the costs of mainlaining the army of occupa-
tion, and the various commissions, nor the payments in kind
as prescribed by the existing agreemen.s.

.. “But as the three years just past have shown that
it is impossible to rely on Germany’s meeting the obligations
which she has taken “upon hers:‘l{, the French government
considers it imperative to take dledges.  ‘The French govern.
ment is of the opinion that the realization of the pladpes
named below does not exceed Germany's paying capacity,
and the pledges are not of a nature preventing Germany |
from placing her finances on a sound basis.¥

The guarantees demanded are of two categories:

1. Pledges guaranfeeing deliveries in kind,
‘@) Coal. An inter-aliied commiss on of engineers, headed by
a chairman, is to sent to Essen fo superin end the manage-
ment of the coal syndicate. The strict execution of the coal
deliveries is to be ensured by orders to be issusd by the presi.
dent to the coal syndicate and fo the German franspor| service,

_.b) Wood. Additional felling. of tress in {he state and
municipal forests of the occupied territory in order fo ensure
the deliveries of wood. v

_ ©) In case of non-fultilment: Requisitions in the occupicd
territory or in the Ruhr basin.

2. Pledges guarantceing payments in cash and kind.

a) Export licences from the occupied terrilory and from
the Ruhr district are fo be issued by the interallicd "commission
of the occupied districts, agawst payment in foreign securities;
the amount of this payment to be defermined by i(he commission.
The ;;'roceeds are estimated at about 400 million gold marks
annually, :

_b) Confiscation of the cus’oms
territory and of the Ruhr Valley,
million gold marks.

. ¢) Confiscation of the ceal tax in the occupied territor
and in the Ruhr Valley. A part, for instance 30 per cenf,
fo be paid in foreign sccuritics, the remainder in paper marks,
Estimated proceeds—400 mi!lion gold marks, In conjunction
with the deliveries in kind, the ple‘ges are to yield 1 mi'llard
gold marks yearly. The sums collccied are to be used for
:ec_urmg Germany’s payments after the expiration of the mora-
orium. 3

revenues of the occupied
Revenue estimated at 200

3, Sanctions.

Should the German government fail {o exwu:'oh:yery point

rtescnbed by ibe commigsions, as provided for in
he following sanctions come info force: :

The mili the dstricls ¢
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The English reparationsplan.

The plan submitted by Eonar Law to the Enfente con.
ference provides for a joint reguiation of the reparations and
of the infer-allied debts cf the European siates. Unlike
the French plan, which is based on the assumption that Ger-
many do:s not want to pay, the English plan assumes that
CGermany would pay if the payments lay within the limits of
Germany's f&ying capacity, and if the terms of payment ‘ere
so arranged as to make it dosirable for Germany to liquidate
her debts as quickly as possible,

The provisions of the English plan are as follows.*)

Moratorium,

Germany is to be iree for a period of 4 years from both,
P{lnems in cash and in kind. During the four years then
ollowing Germany is to pay.

2 milliard gold marks annually;
during, the 2)a years then following,—

2} milbard gold macks,
afid irom then onwards Germany is fo make conslant paymenis
of at Jeast 24 miiliards, possibly 3¢ milliards, of gold marks.

The instalments exceeding 24 milliards, amounts which
may be designated as the variable instalmen:s, are not finally
fixed; their payment or non-payment is to be determined by
special commission, which is to examine the state of Germany's
economics,

5% bonds are to be issued in two series:

the first series for the 2% milliard gold marks,

the second series for the additionat 1 milliard gold marks.

Amortization is net provided for, but Germany is to be
granted large deducations; the debt will be discounted at a
very h:ﬁh rate of interest, provided Germany begins fo pay
off the debt rapidly. :

The bonds can be redeemed by Germany: |

at 50 per cent until the end of December 1923,

at 50 per cent uniil the end of December 1024,

at 02 per cent until the end of December 1025,

at 8 per cent until the end of December 1926 eic.

_ An earler redemption would bring Germany an annual gain
of d;lener;st amx:mtmg to Bd-l{) per cent. The bonds can be
redeemed on the same conditions b ments in kind durin
the siated periods, Ao o
. This plan is to be submitied to Germany on condition that
it underiakes; v

1. To stabilize the mark (in the course of about 6 months)
and {0 balance its budget (in the course of about 2 years).
2. To submit to every financial confrol which the allied powers
deem necessary for the punctual execution of this reform.

3. To submit—should it not be able fo convince the control

organs that it has done everything passible 1o execute these
financial reforms—fo all decisions unanimousl adopled by
the allied powers, including the confiscation of income and
property in Germany and the military occupation of Ger-
man ferritory beyond the zone at present occupied.

The inter-allied debts.

England is prepared to iall i
ﬂr ’,‘I’KO"‘EW cwdm' 05::: annui all (he inter-allied debis, on
- lhe sums in gold paid by the allied powers (France and
Haly) to England, as security { ir loans, wi
1o setfle lheg debts to En lln:d.or . o
2. France pays to England, from the bonds of the first series,
that amount which it receives en its counterclaim on Belgium;
. .lrt;iy l'” l%tnu[l’iurdwma;koa to England.
ies are to place the bonds of series 2 in mmon
fund, which is 1o be divided among the we:nmhaving
claims ou the United States, in proportion to the amouats
of these 'claims. The bonds are to be distributed in
accordance with the key fixed at Spa,

&cﬂzf may further emphasize the following points of
From the 1st of January 1923 onwards the costs of

relptmutives_in the control
Haly, America, men:au:m
% "‘amn;nmm:‘. c:t“limnu is to
: conunission, no r

casting vole, He would have 1o carry out il the

& o~

insiructions of the council, The council is entitled to hold
mee.jngs without the German minister of finance in casecs
concerning the exercise of rights already possessed by the
Reparations Commission or the Guarantece Commission.

At is obvious that this plan would signify a radical
modification of the reparation policy hitherto pursued.

French crilicism of the English plan

In the French criticism of the Englsh reparation plan,
after it wag submitted to Poincaré, it is claimed that the English
plan signilics the annulment of the Versailles peace treaty, for
the allies would no longer deciuc en the German obiig: Lons,
and on their poss.ble reduction, but a foreign commiss.on, in
which France, Belgium, and ltaly, whose collective claimg on
Germany amount (0 70 per cent of the Germin debt, m ght be
placed in the minority by the casting vote of the German
minister of finance :

" The cancellation of the obligatory deliveries of coal is
another violaiion of the Versailles trealy, etc. But the main
objection raised is that a moratorium is to be granted for four
years without any pledge or guarantee whaiever. But no
guarantees give perlect security that Germany would really
pay after the mora orium expired.

But France’s main objections are of a political nature.
The following is the exact wording:

“The English plan is illusory; its dangers become
even more apparent when we exammne the alleviations
accorded to Germany, which enable her to shirk an easily
borne debt.

At the present time Germuny has no foreign
debis; the colé:gsc of the mark has proportionately reduced
her internal debt, so that it coes not amount to more than
a few milliards gold marks, and would be reduced still more
by the next fall of German securities. Were Cermany’s
burden to be thus reduced o a single debt only, that of
118 reparaiion obligations, and were this debt o be reduced
1o about 20 milliards by the discounting device provided for
in the British plan, a debt which could be redeemed in about
15 years, and which amounts to less than one third of the
Froech national debt, then, within a few years, Germany
would be tke only couniry in Europe without any foreign
debts; with its increasing population, its healthy industry,
which would not cease 10 take advantage of the exceptional
Situation, with its untouched nalural treasures of coal, wood,
and potash, it would become the ruler of Furope, and
would confront a France reduced fo one half of its
lation, and which would have to bear the continu nd
tremendous burden of the restoration of the devastated
regions,

The German hegemony in Europe, which was fo
be desiroyed by the war, would be rcstorg’ and consolidated
by the allies.”

. It throws an interesting light on the confused situation

:hen we g tha:'emule‘d ul:le tram of tlLougll-:lt. in .geloost the same
s, was exp at one fime oyd rge in the

English House of Commons. J . .

6 The new English prime minister, Bonar Law, expressed
himself similarly in one of his spseches. The import pof the
English plan was that the proximare danger from France, is much
greafer than the distant anger that may be occasioned by ine
possible econom’c reconstruction of Germany. Poincarés crifie
cism shows with perfect clearness that the French uttach less i1

riance to obtaining large sums from Germany in (he near fufure
which would be rendered possible by foreign loans, were the
glish solution adopted), than to the political subjugation of
Qﬂmu;y-m /
oincaré proceeds fo point out that, as fhe redemption
of the bonds olP' Series B, provided for in the English plan,
18 quite unceriain, and as the E:nter part of the payments
to made by Qeymny will used to pay the costs of
occupation, commissions, efc., Germany will not have fo pay
Wﬁan“ﬂ‘:ﬂmzd) milrl:;dp em ndu&;efaralﬁms, and of this sum,
ive more 1 milli makes
the following calculation: | o DN

“In the balance sheet, England and France would

be found to emerge from the wa:z'u'iollowai

France would owe the Unfted States 14 milliard
e, 15 PR e B S T
A1 milliards which pexive g B

lo 39 milliards, m
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England, on the other hand, would owe the United
States 154 milliards (after deduction of the German pay-
ments ceded t» England by France and ltaly), and would
have furiher ob ‘gations of 30 milliards for pensions, that
is, : total of 45 nulliards, or only 62% of the burden falling
to France” :

With regard {o the cancellation of France’s debts to Eng-
land, Poincaré makes the following bill:

“In order to obtain 11 milliards of war debts from
Germany, France would renounce:

%8 milliards of the obligations C,
46 m.lards of ker claims on Belgium,
1 milliard in gold, deposited in the Bank of Eng-

land. And all this apart from the sacrifices entailed by
France in the obligations A and B.”

We \mny further observe that ltaly ard Belgium are
essentially on France's side.

IN THE R.LL.U.

No Instructicns frcm Moscow —
No War ageainst the Bourgeoisie

(RILU.Y  The revolutionary miners affiliated to the Red
International of Labor Unions cousider it neccssary to convert
into deeds the words spoken by their representatives at The
Hazue. They have made a proposal that the [ liners’ International
affiliated to the Amsterdam Trade Union International should
“join forces and call a 24 hours protest sirike of the miners
m all ceunirics, against the occupation of the Ruhr and against
the dangers of war This proposal, signed by Comrade A.Kalinin
on behall of the Russian Miners’ Union, the Union of Hand and
Brain Workers of Germany, the United Miners’ Federation of
France, the Miners’ Union of Alsace-Lorraine, the Bulgarian
Miners’ Unicn, and (. Federation of Chilian Miners, and ad-
dressed to the secretary of the reformist international, Frank
Hodges, reads as follows: .

““ The occupation of the Ruhr area is an attack on
the German and French miners. The international situa-
tion has become o acute that the outbreak of war is im-
minent. In accordance with the resolutions of the Frank-
fort Congress, the miiners are bound to fight against
imperialism and against the Spa agreement. The under-
signed organizations therefore propose to you to call a
24 hours protest strike of the miners in all countries
against the occupation of the Ruhr and against the
cangers of war. We await an immediate reply.”

The following reply was received to this telegram:

“The Mumers’ International takes no instructions from
Moscow. Hodges, International Secretary.”

Another fact that reveals the treacherous factics of the
Amsterdamers. When the Red International of Labor Unions
Rropoaed to the Amsterdam International, m March 1922, fo
as en with joint aid to the locked-out British enginecrs, the
heroes of Amsterdam declared that their hands were full with the
relief work for starving Russia. To-day they reject the proposal
of the revolutionary miners’ unions, 1o join them in a common
struggle against war,—with the stupid impudent excuse that the
Amsterdamers take no instructions from Moscow. Sassenbach
himself, the 3rd secretary of the Amsterdam Trade Union Inter-
national, and the mainstay of the German Amsterdamers, pleaded

that no international mass strike against the Rubr occupation be

The Amsterdamers warn the German workers against

_ /" " mationalism and chauvinism. But at the same time, the Vorwdrts
- . favors a national strike, because it considers such a strike to be

the only means by which the proletariat can save the German
nation. The poor sim;:.l.eetonp have entirely iorﬁuen that in 1848,
Marx proclaimed (hat the nation can only then be saved, wheu the
_proletariat constitutes itself as the nation.

The situation is clear: The moluﬁmTaa workers want

wﬂ.% :: Efigf‘nn they seek to save upmli-n

——s

-

Letter of C.1. and R.L. L. U.

To the Bureau of the Infernational Trade Union Federation and

to the Executive Committee of the Second International,
Dear Colleagues, Moscow, Jan. 15, 1923,

You are informed of the present {ragiossituation of the
Halian proletariat. Fascism is destroying the labor ogganizations
with fire and sword, is killing hundrels of the #!eurint of
Italy. The lalian working class is being defeated ii"the struggle
against the black reaction let lovse against it. If the international
proletariat, no matter to what political tendency it belongs, does
not spring forward into action, and take energetic defensive
measures against the Fascist robbers, the lalian proletariat will
be bled to death. The Communist International, and the Red
International of Lakor Unions, propose to join with your re-
L\resmlati\'cs for the purpose of joutly considerin% as to the
est practical measures te be adepted in the conilict against
Fascism, and for working out a number of practical measures
adapted for aiding our Italian brothers in their struggle against
reaction. We fur our part beg you to constitute jointly an inter-
naticnal committee or action which will call upon the labor "’
organizations of the whole world, and of every tendency, to fight
against Fascism, 1f the workers of all countries do not break the
power of Fascist reaction in laly, they themselves will fall
victims {o the Fascism which already hangs over their heads
in their own countries. We are prepared beforehand (o accept all
your proposals which are adapied for the fight against Fascism,
and to aid the Halian proletariat in its struggle for emancipation
from black reaction.

Hoping to hear in ycur prompt reply that you are pre-
pared fo take up joint action against the Fascist bandits, we q
you to accept the assurance of our sincere internationa
sentiments.

The Presidium of {he Communist International
The Bureau ol the Red Internatiomal of Labor Unions.
(signed) A. Lozovsky.

THE LABOR MOVEMENT

Amalgama‘ion Movement
in America

By Wm. Z. Foster (Chicago). R e

The United States and Canada have long been classic
lands of craft unionism. To indicate the extrcme condition of
separatism prevailing in our lakor movement, all that is neces-
sary is to compare the American Federation of Labor with the
A.IX.G.B. (Allgemeiner Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund, i, e, Gene-
ral German Labor Union Federation). “The A.F. of L. has less
than 3,000,000 members, yet it is divided into 117 national unions;
whereas the A.D.G.B., with approximately 8,000,000 members,
has only 49 national unions. In ofher words, the average member-
ship of the unions in the A.F. of L. is but 24,000, as against
an everage of 163,000 in the A.D.G.B.

The workers have long realized the weakness of the trade
unions, but no real work for indusirial unionism was accomplished
in the old unions until 1920-1921. The Trade Union Educational
League, the representative of the R LL.U. in America, is cnrr{-
ing on a most active campaign for amalgamation of the old
craft unions into modern industrial organizations, with sur-
prisingly effeciive results. Fully Lailf of the American labor
movement has been led 10 declare itsell in favor of industrial
unionism. The movement first took shape in a resolution adopted
%the Chicago Federation of Labor, representing 300,000 workers.

en eleven State Federations, incluling Minnesota, Colorado,
Utah, Washington, Oregon, Nebraska, South Dakofa, Michigan
Ohio, Indiana, and Wisconsin, declared in favor of combining all
the existing unions into a series of indusirial organizations.
Seven national organizations, including the Railway ‘Clerks,
Railway Trackmen, Butchers, Firefi hien.o'gpognphxul. Mens
Clothing Workers, and Food \Vorf«t‘“:u the same course.
Besides thisd Em were thousands of unions and central
trades coun

In the principal industries the situation is about as follows:
The railroad men are faking the w in the
tion movement. They have orga a na
committee to carry on the propaganda. This commitiee

! o‘ amalgamatic .".} h '.'; (-
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about thlzr:nnulgmngion.u'flge
fficia 1ons denounced this Conference, warning their
:aﬂxl:oo{om ‘::nhtg whalever to do with it. In spiteof this
opposition, however, the Conference was held in Chicago on De-
cember 9-10th and was a great success. There were present 425
delegates from ail over the United States and Canada. The Con-
ference mapped out an active ampn*n o [J”!ml"‘u amalgama-
tion and to aclually bring it atout. The National Comitice was
instructed 1o try tc organize a general amalgamation convention
of all the unions, and is now in correspondence with them upon
i ter. :
e m:l‘l the printing {rades, a strong amalgamation movement
is also going ahead. The organizaton to take the lead in this
was the International Typographical Union, which at its last
convention, went on record for one union in the printing industry.
The Typographica! Union comprises about 50 % of the organized
workers in the printing trades, and is a very powerful organiza-
tion. lis o!ﬁdaz are now negotiating with the heads of the other
organizations looking 10 a geneu'l c::solxdltlp‘q. Tﬁ?mkb{g;ﬁ::
record in favor of the proposition, e P
A el rs, and the Fressmen, have‘dqclaroig
aganst it. The heads of the latier organizations are {ry.ng
hi:en:dopled a sysiem of federation, to forestall amalgunghgn.
In order to hasten the movement and to lend real power fo it, ‘he
lefi-wing militanis, under the guidance of the Trade Union
Educational League, are organizing nationally o carry on an
active amalgamation propaganda in all the five principal printing
trades unions. ; : S

In the clothing trades the amalgamation movement is a
sirong. The hudxl:g unicn of the industry, the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers, declared at its last convention in favor of one
union in the clothing industry. It is an independent union. The
rest, including the Ladies’ Garment Workers, the Capmakers, the
Furriers, and the Tailors, are affiliated to the A.F. of L. The
latter four organizations favor federation, and at the present time
are working io eslablish that rather than amalgamation. The
clothing indusiry is the best organized of any. in America, and
the lefi-wing elements are the very powerful in the organizations.
These have formed a Natiopal Comittee, one of the principal
objects of which is to bring about one union in the clothin
industry. They refuse to satisfied with the subsiitute o
federation, but are going a demhanding a complete amalga-
mation throughout the indusiry, % :

In the metal trades, the amalg:wmalxon movement is also
making headway. This movement, likewise one of the rank and
file, goes hand in hand with the amalgamation movement amon
the railroad workers, the two indusiries being closely related.
About ten years ago the International Association of Machinists
(machine builders) declared in favor of one umon in the metal
trades, but their officials never made any campaign in favor of if,
contenting themselves with accepiing relusals from the officials
of the other metal unions The metal trades are very .ortl‘y'
of approximately 4,0000Q0 employed in the metal industries, not
more than 300.000 of them are organized, and most of these are
employed in the railroad shops. The great sieel indusiry,
employing 45000 men, is almost compleiely unorganized. The
metal unions are divided into 24 principal organizations, which
have not even a federation among themselves. The new rank
and file movement hopes to put an end to this incredible confusion
and weakness by drawing a'l the organizations b‘%ethcr, A, F.
of L. and independent alike, into one powerful body.

The fextiie industry is another that is badly broken, not
80 much because of craft unionism, as because of dual unionism.
There are several principal unions in the indusiry. nearly all of
which are industrial in character, but none of wiich have an
considerable strength. Of a grand total of 1,000000 texti
workers in the industry, not more than 100070 are organized.
Recently, several of the independent which are mostly of a
midly socialistic character, combined in a federation. The Trade
Union Educational League is now organizing a left-wing move-
ment in all these unions, A.F. of L. and independent, fo bring
them all tegether in one bnﬂzd‘rhae isas sentiment amon
the rank and file for consolidation. But as usual the officials

mdtﬁemi«uopmthebrh(hgtogtﬁerolthenrpniu-'

into one union. :

In the Boot and Shoe indusiry, particularly, several iudependent
unions ama!gamaled their forces regeuq{. Combined, they equal
in sirengih 5::‘A:F. ‘of L. union. The Trade Union Educational
League 15 working to bring akout a combinalion between this
independent amalgamation and the A, F. of L. union. )

In view of th's wide-spread movemeant for amalgamalion
that is going on, the trade un,on officia’s are very much alarmad,
They can readily see that many of their easy jobs are atout {o
be €l'm'nated. Consequenty, they are showing great host lity.
But the rank and file are aroused and are determined o put an
end to craft unionism. In tne recent convention of the Railroad
Trackmen, which was made up of 1,500 de'egates represenling
200 € X2 members, the officials tried to defeat a resolufion calling
for amalgamation. In consequence, 19 of them, including he
General President and the General Secretary, were . :pt out
of office, and new ones were elecled. Th's event, unparralleled
in American labor history, has caused consternation in the r..ls
of conservative trade union officialdom. It has made them very
cautious in fighting the amalgamation movemeni. The rank aud
file are aroused. Kuthless American capitalilsm has taught thom
the futility of cralt unioniem. The slogan of the new movem:nt
is “ama’gamation or annihilation”. In splte of the opposition
of the officials, most important consolidations of American trade
unions are bound fo occur in the near future.

The Trade Unl—o;\ Movement in
Italy after the Fascist “‘Revolution”
By Luigi Repossi (Milan).

The trade union movement in Italy has suffered much
through the “revoluion™ of the Fascisti. The railwaymen's
trade union has lost one half of its m:mbers, the Federation

(C.G.L.) now comprises no more than 200,000 fo 300000 orga..

nized workers; the ltalian Trade Union Alliance (Unione Sin-
dacale lalian) practically no longer exists, apart from a few
small groups in cer'ain places; the Popolari (Christian), al-
though affiliated with the Fascisti, also reports a reduction of
memcership.  Only the membership of the Fascist trade unions
has increased. .

“These circumstances make it particularly necessary for
all those who meet on the common ground of class war {o un’te.
But the reform’sts, who are much worried over the influence
E:iued by the communists among the organized masses, and are

sides anxious 1o find a possibility of alliance with the Fascisti,
while falking ol (he unity of the {rade unions, in reality utilize the
political situation for avoiding the convocation of congresses in
which they would inevitably suffer defeat. They ~are making
use of their position as leaders in order o dictgte alfera-
tions in the organization and in the fundamental program
of the {rade unious, alterations in complete contradiction to
the whole line of development of the unions. They seek to unite
with the nationalists, and launch a cnmpanFn for driving
out the communists. The Fascisti have never had better allies,
the Proletar'm never more efficient betrayers. The program of
the “Committee for Trade Union Unity’” (Comitato per I'Unitd
Sindacale) wow formed in ltaly, bears witness fo the truth of
this statement. In this commitiee we find Rinaldo Rigola, Etiore
Gaefani (reformists), Alceste de Ambris, Olivetti (national syn-
dicalists), Ronzani ( 'Annunzio syndicalist). )
At (he meeting at which th's committee for trade union
unit; was founded, thév laid down their programmatic prin-
ciples by proclaim'ng above all, adherence l‘: the most decisive
form {o the minciple‘ of nationalism; the trade unions must never
act against the nation; the trade unions wage the class war for the
improvement of the position of the proletariat, but only on cul
tural lines. Owogralion with the bourgeoisie, where this is im
the interests of the proletariat, was also emphazised as a funda-
mental principle. Silence was preserved as to infernational re-
‘lations, as also on the organizations of the Fascisti. But on the
other hand the program distinctly declares that those who deciine
to recognize the nationalist principle and the cooperation of the
classes. cannot belong o the irade unions. Trade unions
as such must have no connection with any party; besides this, it
is prohibited o form nuclei within the {rade unions.
From all this i be seen that the main endeavor is o
rom the frade union movement. The
the C.GL raises no objections to this
of its organ, the Batlagli
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{fowards unity, but now they set difficult condition
that the whole organization declares itself for

and demand
“ascism, and

. abandons all connect.on with the Amsierdam or any o her Inter-

national. Will the reiormisis refuse to do this? Yes, to-day
they will refuse. But later? ‘lhey have already made“many
concessions. ‘lhe {rade union movement has been stripped of alil
idealism nmhlnf remains put the business side, and it is to be
feared that the eaders of the C.G.L., for the sake of being per-
mitled fo remain at the head of the movement, will accept
everything the Fascisti choose to dictate.

At the time when the Fascisti commenced their offensive,

they invariably insisted that they had nothing against the
proletariat, on the contrary, they would always defend the legiti-
mate intercsts of the proletariat.” The me hods employed by tle
Fascisti for obiaining mer :rs are well known; to these they
“ave now added fresh mewmods; state assis ance, the state ap-
pointiwg them to all positions in the conumssions, 2ud granting
stale contracis solely to coopera.ive societies foundcd or managed
by Fascsti, The iabor exchange, for instance, has been left o
thcm, by which a large part of the proletariat is forced io enroll
in the rascist trade unions in order {o o' tain work. This is the
reason why the membership of the Fascist irade unions has so
increased, and i1s now alleged to approach a million. Edmondo
Ressoni, general secretary of the Iascist trade unions, declared
a few days ago that he has distributed 250,000 new cards of
smemoership. It must be fur her observed that the Fascist trade
unions not oriy count workers among their members, but the
owners 01 industrial undertakings, so that they are not trade
unions at all i the strict sense oi the term.

The program and methods of the Fascist organizations
are as follows: To the class war they oppos2 the struggle of
**individual capacity ”; an individual in order to be spurred on to
work must not be paid in accordance with a wage scale, but in
proportion to h's performance, This is the whole basis of their
program, whose identity with the theories of bourgeois capitalism
18 perfectly obvivus

In the Fascist trade unions the members have no “oice
whatever; the episode of the seamen is characteristic of this. In
the treaty of alliance entered into between d’Annunzio and Giul-
letti for the * socialist” seamen, and Mussolini for the Fascisti,
it is expressly stated that every demand and action of the
seamen must lirst receive the approval of the Fascist party!

At the present time the siluation of the workers in ltaly
is one of political and economic slavery. No liberty, no justice,
no rights. Imprisonment, blows, starvation wages—this today,
is the fate of the Italian proletariat. And despite this the social
traitors dare to say that we are the enemies of the proletariat,
and -must be driven out. And with regard fo the Fascisti,
@’Arragona states that their program is not antagonistic to that

of the trade unions . .,

The Revolutionary Syndicalist
Committees in Spain (C.S.R.)

. (R.LL.U.) While the Amsferdam {rade unions of Spain
(Union General de Trabayadores) are in a state of complete dis-
solution, the work of the trade anionists sympathizing with the
RILL.U. gains continually in clearness “and infiuence. On
Decamber 24. delegates from Asfuria, Biscaya, Burgos, Cata-
lonia, and the Levante, met togetuer in Bilbao, and founded the
“Revolutionary Syndicalist Commitice” (C.S.R.). The meeting
adopted the following declaration of principles:

1 The C.NT. (Confederacion National del Trabayo, syndi-
calist trade union federation) must not ebcome a scet, but must
be a strang c'ass organization, in which all workers rermeated with
the spirit of revolution can partic‘ifate, no matter what other
ideological conviction they may hol

2 The CN.T. must avoid evolutionist talk, and once more
enter info the class war by means of revolutionary action, by
means of confronting all opporiunism and “cultural” formulas
with the theory of collective force,

3. Formation of the grolehr{m united front a
capitalist concentration which is exerting ifs uimost en
abolish the eight hour day and to reduce wages, .

4. To strive aiter union of the whole Spanish working

inst the
vors 1o

“¢class in one singie revolutionary organization,

5. Affiliation with the Red Infernational of Labor Unions
and defence of the Russian revolution ihreatened by e inter-

';!‘M};?‘mm” of capital.

fo carry out these ¢
.}‘{ s

. amounts fo so much and

take the defence of the above principles at the next con ress of
oy onomous niﬂutiou‘n

C.N.T. They will appeal {o the aui

join the C.N.T,, ard will at the same (ime attempt to induce the
whole of the labor organizations of Spain, whatever their {2
dency, to aid in the formation of the united front, and in demand-

‘ing a general amnesty.

The organ of the CS.R, is the “weekly La Batalha,
riodi-
alencia
There is every hope that the activity of
the C.S.R. wiil restore the Spanish trade unions to useful im-

published in Barcelona, in which .is incorporated the
cal hiterto published in Lerida (Lucha Social) and
(Accion Sindicalista).

strumenis of class war.

| - IN SOVIET RUSSIA |

Factories in Russia and Factories

in Europe o
By J. Larin (Moscow).

The turn of the year invariably gives rise to all manner
of comparisons, stalistics, and rem niscences. The figurcs most
offen adduced are those relating to production: what was the
ferocn(age of production before the war, what is it to-day, etc,
t appears that we are still far behind Europe, that we approach
but slowly o the Russian pre-war level; in a word, when we
write about Russ'an factories {o-day, we generally speak of the
uantity only, and forget to mention the qualitative type of the
actory—our state factory as a social factor,

A short time ago | received a visit from two CGerman
communist workers, who had come here {o see the conditions
in Russia with their own éyes, and who had already inspected
several large state factories in Moscow. (Both understand scme
Russian.) What they related of their impressions is highly
characteristic.

When visiting a factory, the first thing to be done is fo
apply to the management. In a European factory the manage-
ment belongs to a caste having nothing in common’ with the
workers, it belongs to quite ano(her class in society than the
prolefariat. Intercourse is strictly official, and stiff. An ordinary
worker can seldom penefrate into the manager's room, that
holy of holies of capitalism. As a confrast {o this, the German
comrades were chielly surprised at the simplicity and freedom
of intercourse betwecn the management and the workers, whose
relations o one another are those of two parties with equal
rights. The manager himself is frequently a workman, frequently
even a workman in the same factory. And in other respects
the manager’s room does not resemble fhat hostile s{ronghold
against the working class, surrounded by high walls, o which
the Geérman comrades are accustomed {o at home, The first
point which attracted their attention therefore was something
which is new and does not exist in Western Europe, the intimate,
comradelike, unifed regime of the Russian state undertaking.
Within the walls of the Russian Soviet factory there is no ruie
of a class of masters over a ciass of servanis, the system on
which all bourgeois factory administration is based. We have been
living in the revolution so long. We have become so
accusiomed fo the new manner of intercourse, worthy of human
beings, which prevails in the Soviet facfory, that we can only
correctly estimate the extent of the change from the impression
it makes on the foreigner, The entire social type of our factories
has changed.

Our guests pass from the management to the workers,
and converse with these on various matfers. What surprises
them here_is the ent'rely new relations of the Russian workers
to their factery. In Europe the workman rqilarda his factory
as something entirely strange to him. When his work is done
he thinks no more of the factory. Work finished, the German
workman goes to his union, his parfy organization, his sport
club; he occupies himself with questions of every imag nable
description, but never with any relating fo his factory, to the
successes or failures of its production, efc. While speakin
with their Russian comrades, the Oerman comrades were chiefl
surprised at the way in which the Russian workers take an
interest in everything perfaining to the sfate factory in which
lhe{ work. The Russiam Scvie
fo fell a stranger that the production of his
instead of falling, that the av:nge
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And this consciousness, which no worker in a capitalist cr
bourgeois state undcruk’.x:ﬁem have—th.s consciousness, works
miracles. Often encugh Russian worker continues working
under circumstances which would be unbearab.e to his Wesiern
. European colleagues. i1 is thanks to this characteristic, which
extraordinarily mncreases the elasticity and power of resistance
of Soviet economics, that Russian indusiry has been able to over-
come the unheard of diftculties of the last few years, and to
work up into its present easier s.fuation. )
This changed relation with regard to work is most clearly
4o be observed, when a workman receives some distinction for
especially successiul or self-sacrif.cing work (he is for instance
declared a hero of indusiry, eic.). 1t may also happen n
Germany that a workman receves some distinction from his
chief, But here he is almost ashamed of it, he attempts to hide
the fact of baving been thus distinguished by adoptng a sort
oi condescending irony with regard to it. The etiquelle of the
European working class demanas that no worker earn special
distinction from the ch.ef, for such doubtiu! houors are likely
10 bring him into suspic.on of being an op riunist, a renegade,

eic. But if 2 workman becomss a ** hero of work” in a Russian -

So.'et oetory, he is held in special honor, he is not ashamed
B s v gm e

.. .urd poiut which surprised the foreign guests, in {he
Russ'aa siate un[dx;mking. was the highly developed social life
in ihe isciory itselfl. The German worker also lives much in
society, but quite outside of the underiaking in which he s.mply
discharges his obligation o work. ‘The Russian worker, on the
other hand, has taken ‘on of his faciory in this respect
as well, he feels himself at home there. He holds all meetings
in the factory, whether these be general meelings, or ones
relaiing to vocation, delegations, etc.; and in the laclory itseli
he has his premises for h's club, shop stewards’ consullations,
e.c. This poss.bility of feelng himself master in his own house
is chiefly due to the fagt that the worker can exercise the most
far-reaching control over the adminisiration of the undertaking;
with the aid ¢! the communist nucleus and the shop stewar
he can have any manager removed from his post whose actions
are dsadvantageous fo the working class. Indeed, it is bound
to be so in a land of proletarian dictatorship, and these per-
sonal observations of our fore:gn guests have made the d.ii :rence
beiween the European (and our pre-revolutionary) order of
things and the proletarian dictalorship clearer to them than
a bhundred lengthy pamphlets could do. New life is springin
up on the soil of free work, a new regime. To-day it is only
germinating, the best is still fo come.

RELIEF FOR RUSSIA

Conference of the International
Workers’ Relief in Berlin

The executive of the International Workers' Reliet
convened its Committee of Seventeen to a conference in Berlin
on January 18. Comrade opened the session. Among
those present were: representatives of the Comintern, a
representative of the Profintern, a representative of the Russian
trade unions, and ove representative each from America,
Scandinavia, England, France, Belgi Holland, lta‘lge.
Germany, Russia, Switzerland, Cucbo-glov ia, Japan, and
Balkans., Miinzen| proposed that the Committee of Sevenieen
be increased by three further members, i. e, a representative from
Japan, South America, and Austria. The comrades elected to the
chair for the conference were: Klara Zetkin, Germany, Roland-
Holst, Ho'land, Kameneva, Russia. Rosa Blanchet, France, Kata-
yama, Japan, Whitehead, England, and Nexd, Denmark.

Comrade Krestinsky, as representative of the Russian

nnfent,” welcomed the dele and ressed thanks for

gates, exp
aid al rendered. He asked that the proletariat of
Soviet Russia be further and thee economic  aid
continued, by iniernational rity.
Comrade Kameneva, as represenfative of the All Russian
Committee for combatting the resuits of the famine,
s She expressad confidence that the img;

the congress

The agenda was as follows:

1., Loan quesiions; speakers: Miinzenberg and represen-
tatives from the various coun.ries. o

2. The underiakings in Kussia and the ufilization of the
loan; comrade mamcneva.

3. The question of children's relief; speaker for Russia,
comrade Kamenev, for the other couniries comrade

{ohamm Dorlel.

he parcel service, ) )

The aclivitiy of the International Workers' Reliel
Qyncral propaganda.

Organizalory questions.

Joint work with other Workers' Relief Organizations.
Comrade Miinzerberg, in his report on the ioan queston,
spoke of the good prospects opined out for the IWR. by the
new econcmic policy of Soviet Russia, He was glad to e able
to report that the leading circles of the Russian government
are supporting the IWR. by word and deed, that ever-widenng
circles of workers are placing themsclves at the s2rvice of pro-
ductiwve relief, and that the floating of ihe international workers'
loan to the value of one million oilars, guaranteed by Kussa,
has created a basis upon which the lnternatonal Workers'
Reiief can further aid in building up the Russ.an Soviet reputlic.
in spite of unfavorable economic conditions and severe depriss.on
in most, of the countries of western Europe, and after having to
overcome legal, fnancial technical, and organizatory difji-
culties, the loan has already bcen floated and is being
subscribed to in many countries of the world.

Miinzenberg reported a conversation with Krassin, who
had expressed hims:lf as iollows in the question of the Workers'
Relief: “You may be assured of my support in every respect,
for | am convinced that under present conditions the greatest
result can grow out of the smallest efiort. During the short
time in which work has been done for the loan, 80,000 dollars
have already been subscribed. The “Industrial and Ccmmercial
Corporation, Internationai Workers' Aid for Soviet Russ’a”,
founded for carrying out the work of the loan and for running
commercial undertakings, is one among many mediums fowards
securing and carrying out the proletarian revolution. The
International Workers's Loan is not only a bold financial
transact.on, it signifies an equally splendid propaganda for
Soviet Russia among the workers of the whole world, not only
in communist circles, but among the broad masses of trade
unionists, social democrats, memb:rs of cooperative socicties, -

The representatives of the various countries reported on
the state of their activity. Nexo on Deumark, Martin for
America, In America the 1 million dollar loan floated by the

priome

- Amalgamated Clolhinf Workers, is receiving our KsupFort,
or 3

but the prospects the IWR., are favorable\ Goud-
schmidt reporied on Argeniine, where the Relief action
is spreading; Linderot reporied on Sweden, where successful
work is being done for the loan. Kruyt reported on
Holand, and in conjunction with this on Norway. The Dutch
committee is occupied in work for the loam, the results are
excellent, and it may already be seen that in Holland at least
100,000 guilders worth of loan bonds will be sold. With regard
to Norway the speaker reported that internal difficulties have
retarded work for the loan, but that the this has been successiully
begun. A brief report on Switzerland was given by Siegrist;
here work is ako going on. Katayama reported on Japan,
where the reaction prevented Workers' Relief work
from being commenced until June of last year; since then it
has done excellent cA)ropa anda work among the workers, and
has also contributed to the establishment of the united f{ront
between ihe syndicalist and communist parties. Collections of
money have also commenced. Julian gave the report on
ltalr{. where Mussolini’s white dicta‘orship prevenis open
work. Kohn reported on Czecho-Slovakia, where no- great
pr?nubon has been required to inlerest numerous workers
and labor groups in the loan, and frém where the first cash
instalments have already been sent to the Berlin commiliee, it
is intended to work on fhe broadest possible basis in Czechos

- Slovakia, in order to include all sections of workers. Matthiea

reported on Belgium, Alkaley on Bulgaria, Rosa Blanchet on
France, Whitehead on England: work has been started in all
these couniries. Many countries have formed special
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In his concluding words, comrade Minzenberg again
referred to the reports from the separafe countries; he stated
that despite the existing difficulties, and despite the economic
impoverishment of wide strata of the working class, the loan
had been successfully started, and the goal, 1 million 8ollars,
would be attained.

“On the second de:{V the sitting was opened by comrale

Whitehead. who submitted the followmg resolution to the dele-
gates on the International Workers’ Reliei:

The execufive of the International Workers’ Relief is glad
to ascertain that the appeal made by the International Workers'
Relief, to help Soviet r(ussia by means of a far-reaching relief
action and by a workers’' loan, has found an enthusiastic echo
in w.de communist and non-communist circles of the international
working class. '

The executive of the Intgrnational Workers’ Relief Aid
binds i s committees and co-opegtors in the separate countries,
now that the legal and technical organizatory difficulties have
been overcome, o undertake great activity for the rapid reali-
zation of the loan in all countries

The excculive of the International Workers' Relief
especially emphasizes the necessity for agitation for the loan
among the broad non-communist circles of the ‘co-operative
gocicties, trade unicns, and the masses of indifferent workers.

In order to draw the attention of the whole working
class to the necessity of economic relief action and of the
workers’ loan, the exccutive resolves {o carry out an especially
well-prenared ag'fation week belore March 15 1023."

The resolution was passed unanimously. Comrade Klara
Zetkin then welcomed  the People's Cemmissar for Health,
comrade Semac<hro, who addressed . . delegates as follows:
The wor " inflicted by the Tsarist reg'm» ca the Fo'v of Russia
are siill visible, but we have none the less been successful in
combalting the epidemics and pestilences caused by the former
capitalist régime, by the blockade, and the mine. The

lagues and epidemics are almost exterminated. But Russia
as the sad repulation of a high rate of infantile
mortality.  During the famine infantile mortality rose
tfo 357! We have succeeded, despite many ditlicultics,
and despite lack of medicines, in reducing this mortality.
Tuberculosis and syphilis are still raging, lLut the govern-
ment is organizing comprehensive campaigns for the
erodication of th se socal evils The number of ch. = n left
orphans by the famine and the civil war may be estimafed at
2 million. ~ The the IWR. can give, and has already given, help.
The IWR. will also heip Soviet Russia by supporting the
kospitals and infirmaries; in the Crimea there is special

riunity of rendering this relief productive, by aiding the
sick working men and women in the many sanatoriums of the
Crimea. These sanatoriums are connecied with farms and
vineyards, in which convalescent comrades can be occupied.

After Semashko's speech, the follovin~ resolufion was

ssed:
» The conference having heard the report of the People’s
Commissar for Health on the results of the famine in its relation
10 health, resolves to carry the fight into this sphere as well,
and to authorize the central commititee to work out councrete
measures for this purpose.

In THE COLONIES
A Letter from South Africa

By Tom Mann.,

I have Eut in three months in South-Africa, endeavoring
to stimulate the workers to further efforts in spite of the ex-
ceptional difficulties. that surround them.

Readers may be aware that the Gold Mine Magnales of
the Transvaal determined in the early weeks of 1922 to iniroduce
Jow paid native labor, and did so, replacing over four thousand
whites by blacks; the blacks being paid about one fifth of the
amount paid to the whites. The determined resistence displayed
mthe whites to this lowering of the standard, brought about

activities generally referred {o as the “revolution”. It resulted
in much shooting, a number were killed on bo'h sides, over 5,000
were arresied. After a few weeks many of these were released,
and the others placed on trial, many being tried for treason by a
m‘[mm Court, consisting of three judges, against whose
there was no appeal. “me judges sentenced four to be
hanged, and notwithstanding protest and appeals
hanged. Since then cleven

1o death,
others

Secing that among those arrested and thoge als
ready scnienced, are some of the most capable and loyal mili-
ants, it is natural that a spirit of depression has come over
many who feel comparatively helpless in the absence of their
more courageous workmates. As a result, the Unions are
seriously weakened, leaders are in prison, rank and file are out
of work and boycotted. -~

Although the outpui of the mines is said fo be nearly
normal, there are eight thousand -adult male white miners un-
employed on the Witwatersrand, and there is no hope of these
obfaining employment again in South Africa; in addition there is
a similar number of young men, sons of these whites, for whom
there is no prospect ot employment.  Then there are the young
Dutchman, who, in wmcreasing numbers are seeking to get into -
industry, including the mines, as there is no land ﬁ)r them, and
economic pressure compels them (o seek some occupation other
than farming. Many of these drift about and become part of
what is known as *“the poor whites”, a body of men, mostly
Dutch, with little knowledge of how to work, and very little op-
portunity of work of any kind, other than relief work; at a cheap
rate, on railway or other public work.

Then there is the great problem of the colored men, not
80 press'ng in the Transvaal as yet, but a most serious problem
in the Cape, Natal and Free State provinces. The term * Co-
lored”, means those who have some white blood in them-—not the
Natives. These colored men show great aptitude in learning
trades; also in organizing themseclves and lxolding their own;
but among the Whites there is yet much prejudice,

Below these comes the almost universal laborer, the na-
tive. My endeavor has been to promote a sound method of in-
dustrial organization, inspired by Communism. 1 have sought .
to discourage old time sectional methods and tried to bring into
existence a broader and better system based on indusfrial work-
mgf‘ class sclidarity. All my m.etings have been successful, and
1 have always carried reso.utions for industrial solidarity and
for Communism, by an e'ghty five per cent majority, but alt{mugh
I have held over {ifty meetings, it is only a small section of the
proletariat that 1 have been able to reach.

~ The pelincal Labor l'.!rl[v here has just decided, on the
advice of its pe.ty-bourgeois leader, to eleminate *its plainly
declared Otjeclive calling 1or the * Socialization of Industry’
as being quite unneccessarily oufspoken and causing fear and
alarm as to what the Labor l)‘rly intends.

The Commm 's's are not ntmerous. * thers ‘s a ¢ "n
in each industrial centre, and in Johannesburg and Cape Town
they carry on a regular educational campaign. Infernafionalism
is kept well to the front by the Communists; in Durban there is
a group of Sacial Democrats who try (o be loyal fo old associa-
tions but who find themsclves nearer to the Communist camp
than to any other.

A keen interest is shown as to developments in Russia,
The capitalist press never tires of Lesmirching Russia and it
has here, as elsewhere, published malicious statements served
up hot for the cccasion, utterly oblivious fo truth. This I have
been able to deal with effectively at all meetings, but naturally
the press reaches those 1 cannot.

The Social Revolution is not able {o assert itself in a
country like South Africa till some really represenfative Euro-
pean couniry sets the pace; but as soon as this takes place I
shall count upon the workers of South Africa finding ways and
means of traveiling on the high read to Communism. Mean-
while an increasing number are qualified to be of service in the
right direction when the crucial hour arrives. From my recent
experiences here 1 am satisfied that when Sovietism is accepted
b{ Germauy or Britain, South Africa will go the whole way
also. The Capitalist sys'em is as big a failure here as anywhere
on earth. Speed the day when it shall make way for another
regime worthy of a true civilization, one that shall afford ample
scope for men of all colors, subject to one stipulation only,—every
able bodied men to do a share of work.

FASCISM

in Fascist italy

: By A. B. (Rome). :

e Officially Fudst‘l;n domchﬁh in Ialy. h:‘gim ishes

appear as a renova every gt 3
’Ammmiuum‘m : :
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tnscribed on every vull.‘oo to speak. The atmosphere is salura-
th it, A regime of iron. ) )

- 'illl‘ut wvonegwho happened to enter within the sphere of
influence of the Fascist state at the beginning of the new year,
could sudden y observe a typical incidenl, which is (he more
novel, in that it would not have been poss ble betore the esiablish-
ment of this strong government: The “Royal Guards”, that is,
the agents of the slate police, were dissatisfied with tfe decree
for their fus.on with the Carabinieri, and in Turin, Najles, and
other places they mutinied and set fire to the olfices of rthe
Fascisti quite in accordance with Fascist methods. The Turin
newspapers reportng these cvents were confscated. Bui one
fact is known which only shows what a really sirong government
is capable of: The troops of mutinying Koyal uards forced
their way inio_the caiés of the centre of Turin, compelled the
h'oh society visitors to rise 1o their feet, and forced thgql' at
th: point of the revolver to shout “Down with Mussolini”.

On this occasion the Carabinieri and the Fascist troops
succeeded in getling the nplxr hand again for the governm:nt.
The “Fascisified” police will froceed ou very diferent lines in
the fulure. In anticipation of the organization of the Facist
nationzl militia, which organizes the Fascist {roops under
Mussolini’s commands, groups of black shirts have commenced
doing duty in the most important fowus, as a support to the Ca-
rabinieri and the police officials. They perform the duties of
the political and criminal police, as well as of maintenance of
order and public morality. Fascism is also lgo:gg to abolish
crime. The first deeds of the Fascist patrols, forcing their way
in.0 houscs and beating and arresting peaceful citizens, are so
scandalous, that General Bouno, chief of police and
enthusiastic Fascist, has been obliged to adopt prompt counter
measures, He disavows the actions of the Fascist troop police,
and states they can only be permitted to work when accompanied
by an authorized state official. The Fascist methods of con-
trolling the cafés are particulary sensational, for here the police
assume the riiht. as guardians of public morality, of acling “ike
cusiomers — but without paying. ! )

Thieves and crim'nals of every description will be dealt
with by the Fascisti. The traditional sysiem of investigation is
repiaced a wore,up-to-date procedure: for instance toriure,
Either conless or have your bones and limbs broken by the ser-
vanis of justice. Recently the whole of Rome was thrown info
a state of excitement by 1 kndnnpﬁing of a child. The Fascisti
declared that they would find the kidnappers immediately. No-
body had any icea who these were, eanwhile some suspec s
had been arrested, and several of them admitted their gu.!t
under the influence of Fascist brute force. The child has not
been found, but justice has been done. b

An efficient government must be well irformed of
everything, and keep an eye on the enemies of the fatherland.
In Milan the Fascist election commitlee considered it necessary
to carry out a political conirol of the inhabitants. The com-
mittee did not apply fo the chief of police for this purpose,
but to the l!andiords, who are close friends of the Fascisti,
as the latler have done away with the state limitations fo rents.
Every landlord received a question form in which he had to
iill 'n all particulars regarding his tenants, including their poli-
ticai oinions, These were quite innovations.

o There is "also the censor for letters and newspapers.
Officialiy this control does not exist. The governin:nt denies its
exislence. The sole communist paper, the Lavoratore in Trieste,
published the truth regarding mutiny of the Royal Guards.

The police immediately appeared and confiscated the rlge, and
the paper appeared with a large blank. ‘The workers fought for
a copy of the paper, the whole edition was sold out at once, Great
rage on the part of the \){resideut of police, who warned the
chief edilor the next day: “You are not permitted to publish your

aper with blank spaces. The government does not desire it”.
&/e have decided on the next occasion to fill in the censored space
by publishing a folk song: “Foor Theresa”. The song is not
new, but we are not inventive as the Fascisti.

Fasc.sm liquidates old officialdom. Fresh forces are wan-
ted, young forces, qualified workers! And Mussolini’s followers
occuppy every high state position. A new life has begun. . . .

6/heu drinking h's coifee one morning, Mussolini —
“after a moment of sharply concentrated deliberation” — appoin-
ted the deputy Edoardo Torre, pharmaceutical chemist by pro-
fession, to the position of mnister for railways.

We shall not speak of the reforms announced by him In
an interview. After many declarations and promises about
clearing out the red railwaymen, a courageous journalist venturad
fo ask gl'orre what he thought of the great delicit in the railway
budget But the new minister is a lascisl; he answered fear-
lessly: “I shall state my opinion after the accounts have beea
calculated”.” Great admiration.

All the newspapers reported the following episode: The
new muister travelled about He occupied himselt with instruc-
ting the staff with regard to discipline. Suddenly he sprang out
of the train at one slat.on, made a trem:ndous fuss, and threatened
the most frightful punishmems Why? The train was not heated.
A diffident railwayman ventured into the compariment which
had been occupied by the mimster, and ascertained that . . . . the
handle of the healing regulator was turned over (o ‘“cold”.
Technical knowledge triumphed Fascistically!

We will not speak here of the persecutions of the revo-
lutionists, nor of the new principles of justice coming into
force. As for inslance the amunesty. All punishable acts commit-
ted oo the occasion of political cunflicts are to be amnestied on
one condition: that these deeds were comm:ited for national pur-
coses. In this naive manner, the few Fascisti actually condemaed

or arson and murder are liberated. But the crue'lest sentences
co;uiuue to be passed on the workers who dared to defend them-
selves.

The prin(m* offices of our newspaper have been invaded
and destroyed. There is one office where the Fascists tome
every time they require any lhinf; they complete the desiruction,
and take away anything they find useful, typewriters and the
like. Legally, we occupy the premises. But it we want to save
our property, we must do so by night and by the aid of a master
key. o-day I received news that the cpmrades have ‘“stolem
another setting machine”. This is actuallx the case. We have
“siolen” the machine, which belongs to us Another Fascist
success.

In Rome the Fascisti set fire to the business premises
of our publishers' bookseliing establishment. They then accomo-
dated one of their clubs on the premmses. We were insured
against damages caused by rict. The insurance company infor-
maxd us that they will not pay: The loss, so they say, has not been
occas.oned by riot as stated in the confract, but by the revo-
{ution. Arlicle so and so excludes this from clam fo compens
sation . . . . Revolution! We cannot define the Fascist revolution
theoretically and politicaly as such. but it has probably created
$0 many new occas:.ons for insurance that we shall lose the law-
suit against the insurance compauny, Fascist Italiy is interesting.
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The Federation of Soviet Republics

By ). Statin.*)

The correspandent of the Inprecorr in Moscow interviewed
comrade Cfalin on the union of the Sovi ics;
Stalin exjressed the felowing opinionl:bo““ IR e
. The alliance oi the independent socialist Soviet republi
Into a unilied federative state, consummated at the firstri!el:.ltgll'?
w::‘u(_pz.g;xsg ail ihe end of December 1922, represents a new

in the de /eme ards uni !
agun [i)u lf”&\e opment of the movement towards union, already

) uring the years of civil war and infervention

existence of the Soviet republics was in deadly dl;ngér.aslhzgs
republics were obliged o form a military alliance in order {o
secure their very existence. This phase of military alliance is
now, at thie end of 1921 and the beginning of 1922, ‘passing into
4 new phase of development, for the great capitalist powers have
lost faith n the power of in‘ervention, and are attempting to
re-estabish capitalist pro&er(y in Russia by diplomatic and not
by _mlln:’xry methods, At Genoa and at the {lague the diplomatic
united jront of the Soviet republics acied as a counter force
to the diplomatic pressure of capitalism. The agreement
of fhe 8 independent Soviet republics, and the Republic of the
Far East, formed on ihis basis after the Genoa conference must
be designated as a creation of this united front. But lafer on
Ahe Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic proved insuffi-
cient; :{u: ucces;aelyf w(“ felt for a closer alliance.

fiong the laclors pressing the Soviet republics to union
one of the most important is the internal tcoaopnuug- situation of
the republics: the great dearth of resources resulting from the
7 years of war; the insufficient financial means at their disposal
for proper utilization and development of the fundamental
branches of production. Another factor is the natural div sion
:L :o'rbi: h:sl_o‘n_cal_l‘y o:;px’:‘:ting in the economies of the republics,

untlormi the t i

!edem_irou. y raffic network covering the whole

he allisuce was further dictated by the position
Soviet repullics with regard to other coun{nu. he dan::r‘%?
attacks on thwﬂ of the capitalist powers demands a ynited
araty and a ed military front,— especially now that the Red

)M of the CEC. of the Federation of Sociali
Mnﬁmmmm&mﬁ&‘w

Army is reduced to 600,000 men. Besides bein liable {o mili
attacks, the Soviet republics are exposed {o lhg dl:ngeeroo;nzg:):z
mic isolation, of being boycotted by the capitalist great powers,
ljnc‘even|ls lhalv preceded the conference of Lausanne, and those
:;(: (u:;lu{a alnd S_lhq lluguel,)lshow the endeavour of the Fnfente
(solate the Soviet republics. Unij i
relalnonlgs is thus a ueces!;illy.Iui "y wih vegard 9 o
. Finally, the fofmation of a united federati i
Sgnet republics is actually dictated b; theen:;:r:q:)loghmxz
s opposed fo that of any bourgeois government, in that it ig inter-
nau:!i{m in its es?:nce, and brings every pressure u the
working masses of tl ionaliti i
b % farmiiy ie separafe nationalities to unite into one
he combinati i
il fo,rr -X alliaz:lce.m" of all these factors has prepared (he
The initative towards the alliance has been
republics themselves. Three or four month’a ago :l‘ieke:e:l{bltihc:
;)j Asferfband;han, (jeﬁrgia, atfnd Armenia, brought up the ques-
ion of forming an alliance o ublics; the Caucasi
were joined by the Ukraine anr:p\Vhite Russia l'wumn o
_ On December 10, the alliance was decided upon by the
Soviet cougress of the Caucasian Federation; on December 13,
by the Soviet congress of the Ukraine; and affer this decision
had also been accepted by the last All-Russian Soviet Congress -
L!:le 6:1“ ﬁedcargnudC&nggﬁe of the Soviets was held in Moscow
ecember 30, an i iali i i
ol fo{x!x:ed. e ration of 'Soculut Soviet Republics
This Union was joined by: the R.S.F.S. i
federative body, the 'l_'uns-Caua{ainn RB. SRJQ;'a: :m ie‘ﬁ‘-
erated whole (Aserbaidshan, Georgia, Armenia), the Ukraine
and White Russia. The 2 Soviet republics, Bukhara and Khiva '
which are not socialist buf .?co e's repmiu, are not included
in the federation. The R.S.F, forms the greater part of the

federation, -

“The fundamental princi i
republics are volunia m’l’:‘l&q‘;pl‘:‘ otwtl;e Federation is that the
the right of leaving the federation’ of

of the
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