vwwmuramn N.

4
f

] Vol.8 No. 5 8t Feb. 1923

B ‘ =7

g : : »

‘ f o

e { Central Bureau: Berlin SW 48, Fmdnchslrassens UL — Postal address Franz Dahlem, | Berlin- SW 48, Frlednchamase 225 It |

- ' for laprekorr. — Tel:graplut address: |nprekorr. |

[ | CONTENTS -

’ Loucheur, Stinnes & Co. By Jacques Sadoul . . . . . 65 (CL & RILU) Le(ler to Amsterdam an Second lnler-
Politics nationals| . ; .15

*  Hullo, Fimmen, Vandervelde & Co! What has become of your " The Laboq Movement 3

International Strike? By A. Lozovsky . 67 Amalgamation Movement in America. By Wm. Foster . 15
p 'l‘he Amsterdamers and  the Occupation of the Ruhr The Trade Union Movement in Fascist Italy. By L. Repossi 7
By F. Magon . . 67 (R.I.L.U.) | The Revoluhonary Syndnca list Commnttees in -

{ Ogen Letter irom the C.P. of India to the British L.P. 68 Spain, (CS R) . . T NP | |

: The Infernational Situation in 1922. By M. /. Maisky . 69 Ya Boviel Rustia g

by ThBe ig'l;? of thhuama sl the Occupa u(fn - ‘ex?el: 70 Factories in Russia and Factories in Eutope. By /. Larin . 77

- The Situation in Sweden. By H. F. Spak « « « « « « 11 Relief for Russia } :
The Communist Danger . . . . . « « +« « .« . T (LW.R) The International Workers Relief Conference
Economics I Berllh . . ¢ . . 5 s s s vy s wea 0O
~ Survey of the World Economic Sxtuatnon in the 4th Quarter =

. . of192 By E.Varga. . . . . . . . 72 In the Colonies ,

i “In the RIL. A Letter from S. Africa, By Tom Mann . 79
- (RIL.U.) No Instructions from Moscow—No War agamst Fascism. ;
~ the Bourgeoisie ., . . . . . . . .. 0o 75 In Fascist Italy. By A.B. . 79

Before 1914, the oitation of the two mightiest mining
areas of the coutment orraine and the Ruhr, éasured the
predominance in Europe of the German bourgeoisie.

In order to break this dominion, the victorious Entente
had {o ¢ -iroy its foundations, The Versailles Trealy therefore
provided” for the separation of the ores of Lorraine from Ger-
-many, and their incorporation in France, while the Ruhr coal
was left to Germany.

But even the most solemn agreements, writfen in the blood
» % of miltions of poor propertyless victims, and protected by armies

-comprising millions of soldiers, cannot hold good if they con-

travene economxc realities. 'The Trealy of Versailles, like many

other treaties, is nothing more than a scrap of paper, because 1t

nﬂempis to break up the natural unity of the Rhine valley.

The German metal indusiries are as little able to do with-

out ~the ore of Lorraine as the French metal industries of
- Lorraine are able fo dispense with' the Ruhr coal. . The mutual
economic dependence of the two areas is inalienable. The Rhine
_flowing between them must again become what it was before, a
- connecting line. It is only possible fo properly utilize the huge
riches of the Rhine valley when the owners work in the closest
relationship with one another.

What form will these close relations take?

i * Three possibilities may be considered:

3 a) the (French) iron submits {o the dominion of the
(German) coal.

b) the coal submits fo the iron.

ic) iron - and”coal —incapable of dominating one another

| complety—are forced to nfake a compromise.

The ore of Lorraine, in the hands of victorious and armed
l'nnee, will not submit fo the Ruhr, that is, o vanquished and /
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el Loucheur, Stinnes & Co.

By Jacques Sadou!.

“tiou.of the mines of Lorraine and the Ruhr.
.preparing| for {his unders1andmg, and both parties are naturally
-endéavorifig {0 grant as Hitile 'as pdssilic, and to gain as mudh

}

disarmed Cermany But on the other hand Englard-and the
United States, afler making such great efforls for the ¢ er-
throw of German dominance, will no. permit France to establish
her own supremacy on the ruins of Germany, by {orcmg Gcrmau
coal to suhmit {o the sway of French iron. )

Let us therefore examine the conditions for the reahzanon

-of the third possibility, the only onewhich appears probable at

the present time: an understanding between. Frcnch ore and
German coal. x

The men or both sides whose interests are chiefly at stake,
and who| are therefore best informed—the French aud
German |ron barons—are-periectiy, aware that such an uader. -
standing 'is inevitable, and that it will be necessary, within |a
short time, to form a Franco-German syndicate for the exnloith-
Both parties are

as possible, when eniering into the agreement,

In jorder to fill and defend their cash-bo*es Jor 1his is
the sole tangible reality in the whole affair—French and “ermdn
capitalisty are resorling #o every possible m(‘dyum of dccephml
and violen-e. '

In ’lhe last resort it 1s a question—
must ."rget—ot what privileged rights {h’s

d ﬂus 1o Lommumst
or that pariner is fo

have over the sweat and misery of the, workers of what propadrs -

tion of the riches squeezed out “of the exploned warkers of. the
Rubr mines is to be granted to Loucheur, Schueider & Co., and
how many millions in returm for th's are {o be accorded fto
Stinnes, Thyssen & Co., from the no less qcamdalous exploitatipn
of the mmers of Lorraiue. ~ ;
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This question, the one most

" " ete, is gne which can be soived b . iolen
-milliards of gold or milliards of These knights sans
-, geproche do not shrink from utilizing the national finances, and
the nationa! army, for their private intérests and for the satis-
faction of their own appetites. ' They drag both nations at their
“heels.  And {o be able {0 do so with more certainty, they
conceai their- cash-boxes from sight. In France and Germany
alike, the cash-boxes vanish behind a d p-scene ‘painted in the

| mational colors and bearing the dazzlisg inscription: Liber.y!

. honor! fatherland! Wofrds 4 im,m ga centuge&e h‘d? servet:
“too often to sacrifice the ous mMasses signs 0

: m npngsscra The feelings of the workers are again to be
1) gyed upon, their idealism appealed to, jand the same frap laid
. jor them. Once more the n and the Frenchman, the
workman and the peasant, the exploited {tax-payer, is te be con-
' wverted info a “heroic soldier”, ready p sacrifice his life. and

essential for Stinnes, Loucheur,
y iy plion or by violence, by.
s

they carefully.

* possessions on the altar of his native couniry, that is, on the
- altar of capitalist profit. - | S AN j
.~ . Thus the German and French capitalists are in full agree-

bodads pect to the division of the mines of Lorrai

{4 'ment with res :
. ithe Rubr. “Four yearsof war, of suffering, of horror and of

' murder, ten milliogs. of dead, {liousands of milliards of debts
. —his has sufficied fo convince them the sity of this
e | 1. All that remains to be seitled jsthe percentage of

 profit fo be assigned {0 each of these gentlemen. Hence all these
. megotiation nceuvres,” and intrigues, icayried on for the Jast
7. four years between high finance and heavy industry, and aided
i’ by the enthusiastic intermediaries at the heads of our demo-
' cratic republics. Hence the waste of further milliards, the
 slaughter of more workers. - !
i Germany, like: France,  has so0
[ ‘power and her budget, the whole of ‘
' resources, at the disposal of her bourgepisie, has so far offered
| resistance in the conviction that this résistance would be cun-
fond ed by the English and Americans “fo a victorious end”.
+  Buf the rapacity shown on both sides threatened to prolon
| these hagglings indefinitely, France’s power, as compared wit
.. Germany’s weakness is perfectly obvious. France’s political and
| .military dominion on the continent is indisputable. France k.ows
. that heér powerful ex-allies have no present intentions of taking
“any serious steps, against: her. Thm}med by bankrupicy, she

g
1% { i .

r pla her military
fFex' matcg'jial and moral

. ‘hastens to bring the mafler to an end.” |Her coup de main in the
I Rabr area aims at forcing Germany {0 give way further and
S5 Momere rapidly, L - B3 ! 1
© /- M. Poincaré in his last speeches to the Chamber, could
:/ . mot conceal, that this glorious military| advance will bring in
n{z..hme or the devasiated districts of France, That he spoke
E cqr}‘\pa;%ny tion arises from the fact that the lessons
3 ‘; by

= In »hyfn
i (15 per cent be&n

hands on the coal fields of the Ruhr district
- German unquanga the French bourgeoisie
, object. ‘it is en {to exercise pressure in
directions: B et |

side on England and America, with the object of
! t of the French war debts under the threat

| itly esfablishing French.rule in the Ruhr area.
=" On the other-side on Germany, with the object of inducing
{o ‘more rapid and complete ission by the threat of ruin-
or even !

s
completely annihilating her industry.
ite the protests—though these are discreet enough
d threats of the British ;mtgir and the United States;
mdng:mtion and rage of the
2 of hate and vengeance, and d "’f: |

ance, the Ruhr occupation will haye following effects:
a) a_reduction or cancellation pfifuuoe’;s debts to- her

allies, , -
. 'b) the creation of a Fran in syndicate: Louchenr.
- Stinnes & Co, for the exploitation of the Ruhr and
3! -~ Rhine areas. : i B S 7 ]

- . Even should this process be'inte by complicati
e o s b el b cunpliciions
- the course they are bound to {ake.

the. French capitalists will retain it. Exiremely significant con-

sequences are bound o follow in the near future, — .
~ .The occupation of the Rubr.is without doubt the most
brutal, but at the same {ime the most decjsive step ever taken fo
Jorce the formation of a nent alliance between France and
ermany, first in economic, and then in the political and military

in

_extremely “difficult process of development will be

series of stages. © \
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and-  industrial magnates.

reality Yare forcing him at last fo renounce his-

erman bourgeoisie, its -
even ifs gesiures.

“The French divisions will evacuate|the Rahr district. But-

The economic (class) alliance could be easily realized.
The capitalisis, as enlightened mcn, are capaple of controlling ~
their patriotic passions most excellenily : when necessary.
~ ‘The (natiopal) political alliance—as a' necessary". con-
sequence of

‘of ihe interweaving and union of ecomomic linterests,
would on the other hand meef with a comparatively long resis- .
tance from the chauvinist prejudices deeply reoted in {he masses. ' -
But the great press, so skilled in producing public opinion, in
using ‘and mis-using its influence, ~would ' ceriainly manage in
the course of timé to transiorm ihe * hereditary ememy ”, into
‘a good firiend, possibly the sole friend, in the eyes of fhe “man
'in the street”; at ‘the same time a non-commtittal attitude would
be -adopted towards Russia, who would doubtléss be granied a
place in thig aptisEnglish combination. i ; _

‘We 1 orice more emphasize that the sfate is a tool in
the hands- ? the ruling class, and that the democratic state serves
_the ends of /the bourgeoisie. The logical copsequence 1is, that to-
day the French g‘d German proletariats are incited against
_-each other in.i{he Ruhr area, and to-morrow they will be thrown
fogether as| friends, just as it suits the pockeis of a handful of
, 1t must be repeated that {he bourgeoisie, once in power,
| uses the mask of democratic idealism, solely in order to pursue.
its one aim and object, its own profits. - L '
"We have ng need to be indignant; indignation :is not a

Marxist virtue. Bt we must keep on repeating these elementary

trutis and never let our clearness of vision on these points

become blurred We must take great care not to under-estimate the

oblem nor regard it as one of personalities. Whether feudal,

ourgeois, or proletarian—a government is invariably the agent
of its ¢lass. Thus we should have nothing to do with the dangerous
game of trying {o' ascertaws the various degrees of responsibility
fo ke accorded fo different mational sections of the bourgeoisie,

1o their parties, or their. politicians. We must not-be deceived by

a rances. We must learn the lesson, and learn to express it

openly, that in this critical phase now being passcd through by

the whole of Europe, but especially by France, the men of the

«wleft®, such as Herriot and Painlevé (the hope of the Blum and

l]ouhaux ‘party), once in posscssion of power, would s ily

orget their democracy—though this means litlle or nothing—
and would only remember that they belong to the. bourgeo:sie,
which is of great import and significance. In other words, they
would ' continue the policy of loincaré and Millerand, for their
place in the government would be the same as that held by fh-se
politicians, they would be the agents of the ruling tourgeois class.
The essential point for {he communists is neither the oc-
cupation of the Rubr area in itself, nor the question if the miners

‘of the Ruhr are to be exploited by the French bourgeoisie instead -

of by {he German, or thrown into prison by German pendarmerie

or French saldiers during sirikes. ' ‘

i the communists were to devote their energies to inter-
esting, but secondary problems, {hey would be in danger of
neglecling their chief tasks, They would confuse and dull the
consciousness of the workers, and thus facilitate the machina.
tions b&, which our class enemies arouse patriotic Fascism.

- e must do nothing calculated to induce the (French or.
German) workers, ‘under any circumstances, {0 join the “holy
alliance”, the united front with the bourgeoisie.. The working
class must krnow orly one enemy: the bourgeoisie. The gole war
in which it is the duty of the worker to participate is the class
war, the civil war. The communists must take no sides what.
ever in- open conflicts between the French and German bour-

eoisie, 1hey must strike with equal force on both sides of the

rontier, the French workers against the French ‘bourgeoisie,
-and the German workers against the German bourgeoisie.

. Out of the numerous problems arising from the Ruhr!
occupation, we must only devote our atiention to those in which
the proletariat has a direct interest. We must be prepared for
defense against every attack on the rights of the prolefariaf,
against every act of violence raied by thé boure
‘5::'” t:&amst {he working class; we must be ready to fight for

.overthrow of the bourgeois government, for the united front .-
of the workers, and for establishing the workers’ governmep&™
But we must under no circumsiances make common cause V.dh
the exploiters, with the nationalists. e
Some of our comrades do not seem fo properly appreciate
the great danger which 1 am endeavoring to emphasize. They
must be warned. The energy of the working class should not
be exhausted in umnecessary or dangerous émmslntiéhs.

Despite the outcries, the shrieks of rage, the rattling of-
sabres, and the warlike gesiures both real / and sham,
the actual effect of the occupation of the Ruhr is fo bring tue
French and German capitalis’s closer together, and consequently
fo lessen the danger of war bétween bourgecis Framce and
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" . Yesterday, the
secured for Germany the industrial domination of Eurode. To-
morrow, the exploitation of these areas by thz- combined forces
of French and German capital may establish a Franco-German
hegemony. i 1y A 3

We must keep these gigantic processes of political change

before our eyes, we must jollow the great economic alierations

‘which brin

~.. be expect
“-fries on the

about this change, and must foresee the effects to
from-the union of the capitalists of these {wo coun-
position of the Franco-German proletariat, and oa
the development of the European revolution.

_ POLITICS
Hullo,Fimmen,Vandervelde &€o.

What has become of your international Sirike?
: By A. Lozovsky.

| Three weeks after the representatives of the Amsterdamers
and of the Second and 2% Inierna.ionals, togather with the

\bourgeois pacifists swore that they would prevent a war at any

price, French troops marched info Germany. The far .sighted
apostles of peace had thought of every possibility of war, only
this one had never occurred to them. '

At the Hague we heard many speeches on Red militarism,
and on the imperialist infentions of Soviet Rucsia, * Every time
that the leaders ot the socialist and trade union movement—those

‘leaders whose longing for the ministerial port folio is passio-

nate—happened to speak of Russia, they adopted a particularly
pathetic' atiitude. Vandervelde boiled like a samovar. Joulaux
exposed the Red militarism in fragmentary but powerful ferms
{he has a very loud voice). Abramovitch wept on the tosom
of the pacific profesgors; pacifist ladies wiped his tears with
their  aprons, and were for their part plunged info the deepest

« sorrow-because Soviet Russia is not built up on the paitern of

their magnificentily democratic and liberal fatherlands. When
the Russian delegaes made th> proposal to consider the ques.ion

of ‘e Lausanne Conference and the impending oc:upation of -

dhe Ruhr, the reformist and pacifist gentlemen saw in this
pr-_-3al on’y a despicable trick of the Bolsheviks cgainst liberty-

- Joving France, and found it more coavenient to put our proposi-

tion under the table-cloth.

- How many beaufiful speeches against war were made!
All the terrors of war were-vividly reviewed, and painted in the
mast glaring colors. Radek, Rothstein and myself, were so fouched
that we wiped our fears away with our fists. “Now there will be

" mo ‘more war,” we thought; *it is no joke when Vandervelde,

‘other Grumbachs flourish their hands about like this!

Jouhaux, Huysmans, Renaudel, Thomas, MacDonald, and the
Mars
will certainly be frightened away by these long-winded phrases
and astronomical gestures!” Afler having wept ,with emotion
for four days, we proposed to the speechifiers of the Amsterdam
and Second Internationals, on the fifth day, that we cease

flourishing and really get to business in the matfer of war |
against war. But our proposals wounded their finest feelings.

When we were leaving the congress hall, one of the leaders of
the reformist French C.G.T., Dumoulin,. asked me: “ How many

/renegades are there, in your opinion, at this congress?” To’

A

thil.s‘l replied: “You will be able to ascertain the exact number
of renegades at the first military conflict”. You can now draw
up the list, citizen Dumoulin, and do not-forget to let us_know
what you personally have done towards organizing the “iuter-

national strike..

That which every body could see was going'to happen,
that which should have been energetically counteracted at the
Hague, has- happened. The French and Belgians, creators of

' peace, who swore {o prevent any bloodshed in the future, are
- sitting at home and praying to the League of Nations, but do

not breathe a syllable about a general strike! The only real
protest against Poincarés adventure, the only serious attempt
to hold back ‘the wild beasts of war, came from the Com-
munist parties of France and Germany, and from the revolu-
tionary uniong of both countries. The printer's ink is not
yet dry on the pacifist resolutions of the Hague, and the leaders

of this congress, the leaders of the reformist and socialist trade

£ Ay

ession of Lorraine and of the Ruhr

“the. organ of the

union movement of Belgium and France, have already proved
what anyone could forsse, namely, that the interests of {he
bourgecisie are nearer to their hearis than those of the pro-
letariat. Dumoulin can now make a count of the number ¢

renegades in his own organization. And if he goes on o coum .

the renegades in Belgium and in cther neighbouring countries,
he will find many old and familiar faces, the same who at the
Hague raved against Red milifarism and against the representa-
tives of Soviet Russia. o |
Once again the reformist workers have been-deluded, onke
again they have experienced an unheard of betrayal, another

have to be rudely awakened from these delusions before
cast aside the reformisi-pacifist- anacsthetic? - How often?
is disficult to say. But what is certain is, that in the period
between {he Hague conference and the Ruhr occupation the
workers have grown not morely three weeks wiser, but have
gained the experience of years.

Hullo, Jouhaux, Henderson, Fimmien,
Dumoulin, and alf the peace apostled of the Haguel' What has
become of your international strike against war? |

victory, of class. peace. How oiten will the European wor :
they
It

e —

The Amsterdamérs

and the Occupation of the Ruhr

By F. Magon.

{
According {o their own representations, the Amsterdam
leaders are ‘the greatest collection of 20th century y
What have they not done already for the prolefariat, "How they
have defended the intcrests of the proletariat footh and nail in
every emcrgency!l. . . All the newspapers are full of their heroic

deeds. At the meetings at which speeches are delivered by Mess

Fimmen and Oudegecst, they relate fo their astounded audién
thz histories of the many battles in which they successfully forght
against the class enemy, and of the baitles they are going to
fight in the future. Their one aim and object in life is to Eght
against the Versailles treaty and its consequences. Even in their
dreams {hey are occupied with the problem of emancinathing the
roletariat ircm the disastrous efifects of the Versailles freaty.

hey are well aware that the Versailles treaty brings no peace,

but is a constant danger for all, a seething volcano. |
When, in April 1921, aiter the Loncon ultimatum, it was

feared that the soldiers of the allies might march in'g the Ruhr.
area, the Amsterdam Interniational issued an appeal to the allied -

overnments begging them, “fo abstain from new sanclions, as
the offers made by the German government, offers whose fulfil-
ment was guaranteed by the German labor organizations, pave
the way for a peaceful solution.” The German.irade unions, on
their dpart, were placed under the obligation of doing their utmost
to induce the German government to pay. At that time no odcu-
pation of the”Rulir area took place; rerhaps the guaranfees of the
Amsterdamers sufficed for the Entente governmanis, .
On September 14, 1922, the German Amsferdamers in /the
Neue Welt called a_demons'ration in Berlin, at which Fimmen,
secretary of the Amsterdam International, spoke to the

following efiect: , |

“l may remind you that when the occupation of |

the Ruhr area was proposed before, we did our utmost |

to prevent it, and went so far as to be ready to reply !

with a general strike in the cose of occupation; to-night |

I declare, on behalf of 25 million organized workers, |

that, shou!d an invasion of the Ruhr area” be again |

threatered, the International Trade Union Federation
will do its duty.” , ~ -
" This declaration of Fimmen’s might lead us fo assume
that the Amsterdamers would really proclaim a geéneral strike.
But the cautious Fimmen provided for the necessary reservations
by violent polemics against the German trade union lcaders and
erman Trade Union Federation wlhose
nationalist attitude renders any action of the world proletariat

in favor of the ‘German workers exiremely difficult”. =~ |

On November 27, Edo Fimmen wrofe in the Vom'd'rtrs,ff
““ The most visible evidence of the will'and determinafion

Vandervdée. ,

heroes.

of the trade unions {fo wage war on war, was evinced af the rade -

~union congress held in Rome in April of this year. This congress
* was attended by 107 delegafes representing 'a total of about

24 million organized workers, and imposed. on: the, workers or-
ganized in the International Trade Union Federation the duty of

sible means at the disposal of the Labor movement, an

- g i

counteracting all wars' threatened in the fufure, by every (Eo:
1
l

+
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. preyenting the acnal outbreak of a war by the proclamation and’
. carrying ’Enﬂ of an international genn‘al strike © . .. The Inter-
‘mafional {rade union federation assumes the leadership in the
| 'war against war . .. The world peate canierence convened ior
Decemver 10 at  The ‘Hague will ia.ther  together - all

the organizations claiming aahesion fo the resolution passed
at Rome.” : Ry ey A
; which ;?s meanwhile taken place,

X< the Hague conference, /has
“only succeedea in manifesting the 'cdmplete (hollowness of the
. Amsterdam prom.scs. ‘I he motion proposed by comrade Radek,
" 1o unie all the forces of the prolelariat int0 one uniied front
* ' against the danger of war threatened ’b{ the impending occupa-
. tion of the kuhr disirict; and dall 'a 24 hours” protest
sirike against the Lelligerent inienti of the bourgeoisie, was
. answered with chiily silence. The Amsterdamers swept the
\ / motion aside. ; ;
\ | rightly points out that.the atitude {aikea by the Amstercam

'\ trade union leaders tcwards Radek’s

© \ do fear fhe worst. But the Ameterdamers at Hague, left no
_ - \room for doubt; that, should the danger oi war arise, they would
ﬁave precisely 2s they did in 1914.|This was express2d most
3 clearly of all m the-speech ot Vandervelde, who maintained the
| rigat of national defence against armed atfack; on this
‘ ihe ‘recived the most lively support: irom! tha chairman o
£~ Ger trade union federation, Grassmann. 4
- .- \The occupation of ‘the Ruhr hag become an aclual fact,
¢ and the Amsterdam International has) the opportunity of con-
- . vincing' the whole world of its beroism. The German Amsler-
- damers are wailing on {enterhocks for the International (rade’
" union federation to rush to their aid, and perform some miracle
;‘having for if{s main object the removallof all necessity for exer-

‘ oint
1he

)

. wirts fram

phantly reporis that on- January 16 the International
¢ . Trade

& nion Federation consulied’ on ‘“organizalory measures
.- ;4 for the energetic. combaiting of mililarism and the danger of
“ i war”- But in the official communication of the’' LT.U.F.
Rwe pemds o 2 PoN 3 .
' . *It was unanimously resolved !to enter into immediate
.+ communication with all'afliliated national bureaus, in order to
. ebnsider the possibility of decisive action, and fo adopt prepara-
; "t_ar{ measures for the steps fo be taken, so that the workers of
.~ .all countries may be in readiness to answer any sommons made
- . by the Intcrnational. Trade Union Federation and its affiliated
: m izations, 6o :hat the rcsolulions passed at Rome and the
.~ Hague may, i] necessary, be converied into deeds. At the same
o time the tureau warns the workers against any attempt from this
. lo.or the other side (o induce them to plunge inio ill-considered
-~ and anprepared actions.  Above all,
| Lie German workers against permittin
" used jor nationalisi and chquvinist actions.?
.~ The warning 1o the workers, not fo allow themselves to
~ ~be persuaded by others fo plunge info|* ill-considered and un-
T frepa.rnd action ”, appears 1o be {he reply of the Amsterdamers
F 0, the open letter of, the Communist International and the Red
Fel v_intgma,anal of Labor Unions, in which! these two organizations
. appeal to the Amsterdamers, and to the 2. and 2% Internationa’s,
“ -1o prepare a joint action in the form of a profest mass strike.
-+ The warning to the German workers, not 10 let themseives be
~ misused for nationalit and chauvinist actions, is the counfer-
.1 @ssurance of the leaders of the Internatidnal Trade Union Federa-
\ * tion that they will undertake nothing against the occupa’ion of
. the Ruhr, for they will prove to th¢ German Workers by
'+ bundreds. of examples that the ‘workers have let thems:lves be
{3 misused ,for nationalist and chauvinist purposcs by their party
. . #nd -rade union leaders, thai they have fought on the side of
: -,-”/VSt-inn s, and, company, msead of carrying out||their promis’s,
*‘made in April 1€20 fo the Amsierdam tfade union internaiional,

. ®f fighting agaist Stinnes for the parpose 8f fulfilling the

- reparations.: -

’ i

.« . Meanwhile the proposals of the Communisis and revolu-
' tionary irade unions for joint action agaipst Fremch and German
. dniperialism have ‘becn insolently scoffed at by the Gérman
o 5,,Am§{erdgmc§;~{_ The aciion taken, by the revold ionary leaders
.- of Frange o7=lust " nlnové encourters 2 conspifacy of s lence.
2 i the a I 'issued by tbe uernwa Trade Union Federduon, in
. Wwhich the workers are summonned to {resistance agains! the
** Rubr occupation, the united front. with { Lourgeoisie-is openly
- .- preached, and the attempt was made to abtain the signafures of
o -great industrial magnafes to;the qrpeal, - Instead of a joint fight
~of the whole proletariat against all war mongers and exploiters
~We are offered a united front with them, with workers and
v+ employers joiiit prolest demonstrations, and 2 minutes * standin
‘r:;l:l énﬁ},he_i;t.regt,_i? 1Pe<liila‘.e on ige disff‘rous%” nssquences o
B - thigas the Tight put u tha Gerinan Amsierdainers,
.. 'The French Amsterdambgeu,l e hppes L in

th,em.s_elvcs to be mis-
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"and ‘provisioning of
being f&b

1n the Metal Workers, Jcurnal, Fritz Kummer -
otion ,%lave every reason- -
Ahe

~ tion on" the part of the German |irade union leaders.  The Vor- .

the bureau urgently warns

have also is‘si.zed an pppeal, and in

- s 3 . X

B R Y s et AR i ':
this we read that the occupation of the Ruhr district. is a
dangerous error; .. - . {2 2! 8= el v )
. “an error, because ihe burden of reparations ‘will be in-
‘creased by consjderatle military burdens, by the maintenance
a thickly populated disirict, wilhout there
ility of showing what advantage is to be

i W

any p
gained ", ‘ ; <A k.
"¢ In the Belgian Chamber on January 10., Vandervelde set
the tune for the tight of the Amsterdamers against the occupa-

\

. tion of the Ruhr. Iis words were as follows:

- . We are unanimously agreed, that our claims and those of|
the French and Walians, are sacred claims, and must be paid by
Germany. Yrance has given her blood, and there is no responsi-| 3
bility greater than that Lorne by German{‘; the great German', l
industrial. undertakings remain a consiant {hreat against peace”. |

" Vandervelde’s  words were emgphasized by his colleaguel (
Georges Hubin,' who then continued: , 43
1“1 regret' that the Vorwdrts has . recommiended the |
workers of the Ruhr area fo call a protest str.ke. The German |
Social Damocrats, who have done nothing to prevent Stinnes and |
his like fror: eariching thems:lves, recommend the general strike |
‘as sgon as it is 4 Question of working for payment of the re- |
-parations 7. ; (5 b E a

On January 20 we read in the Vorwdirts: -~ - a3
: “Whcther the devastations involved the property of the i
poor or of the rich, whether the men’ who have been dragged to |'#
rison for resisting illegal violence have acted as {riends or |
oes fo the lator movement, is all the same! The worker’s |
instictive feeling for right and human dignity fully recogrizes |
that all these questions are not of param:ount importance at this |
moment. We could almost wish that among the arrested, on
whose behalf the workers sprang forward so couageously there |
had teally bcen an open oppenent of the labor movemant.*) The . !
aftiiude faken by the workers would then appear in.a clearer
light,'and {he respect in which they are held by friends and foes |
would be increased ”. ; j
. The attitude thus adopted by the @erman Amsterdamers
will ‘doubtlessly give Mr. Fimmsn the opportumty of ceasing the
preparations for a.defensive action on ihe part of the workers.
And this will be an opportunity for the Amsterdamers:to prove,
ag the Germans, Belgians, and French have already done, that
the Amsterdam International is merely a society for misleading
the prele ariat and entertaining the capitalist wolves. In the
whole of the German trade un:on press there is only one voice
to be heard which not only holds aloof from the national humbug
of the German trade union federation, and of the Social Demo-
crats, but calis upon its memters to {ake aciion against it. In
the organ of the Butchers’ Umon we read: 5 :
‘Let us beware of the agitation against foreigners, provoked
by nationalist circles; no colleague should participate in ‘his
swindle. We mus{ not forget that the French worker§ are just
as little satisfied with the proceedings of the Fren¢h rulers, and
are raising loud pro.ests. We warn all colleagues to keep clear
of all nationalist jipgoism ", 3
 n the hour of the occupation’ of the Ruhr, the whole of
the active elements of the Amsterdamers have becorie reconverted
to nationalism. They follow the same path as in August 1914, -
The passive “elemenis, on the other hand, send telegrams of <+
petition’ to the Leatue of Nafions, that this may appear on the |
scene as the Angel of Feace, and bring salvation to all countries = 1
from the evil of capitalism. The demi-gods of the Amsterdam
league of herves cannot endure the common struggle of the
Pr etariat of all countries against Versailles and capitalism.

n such struggles they canrot decl: {hemselves in frock coat and
silk Hat, cannot strike upon {heir perfumed shirt fronts. The
fight ‘against Versailles and against thg Ruhr occupation will
be carried out by thie revolulionary massfs alone, without setting
the' Amsterdam ‘herges into motion. ' :

- Open Letler
‘To the Executive Commitiee of
The British Labour Party, B
‘ : London.

\L A.M'V"‘A“ :

GenYm:leﬂ: ‘ ‘ , y
, - Out of the 22§ men sent up for trial ini connection with the
riots in the viliage of Chauri Chaura in the United Provinces,
172 have been sentenced to death by imperialist justice.. The -
history of the case may not be unknown to you. In the winter
‘}( It seems t'l;gzt Fritz Thyssen is not an open oppbnent of
the workers in the eycs of {he Vorwirts people; all he wants ‘o
do is 10 arolish the €ight hour day, in which aim ke is aided by

Sclnipygl, Cohen, and' Kaliizky,—good social democrais . . . Ed.
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“of 1920—21 the disconient amon£ the poor peasantriy of the
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United Provinces, where Feudalism reigns supreme under the

- protection of the British government, was very acufe. In many

2 place this discontent broke out into open revo.t against the
.oppression of landiordism. The British government, which
always poses as the profecior of the tenant and has given some
legal shape to this pretension in order to secure the *‘loyalty” of
the peasant masses, however, did not hesifate a momant {o send
armed forces as -coon as the “life and property” of the loyal

landowners were menaced by ‘:oor cultivators driven {o revolt by

hunger. Thus the traditional illus.on of the Indian peasantry
about the “benevolence” of the sirkar was shaken and they found

* themselves face to face with the forces of Staie coercion allied

with tyrannical land ordism. This combination of forces led p

- to the incident at Chauri Chaura, which was brought about by
- Police provocation. .

“the outbreaks  that subsequently spread in-

The men, arrested after the Chauri Chaury riofs and after
the " surrounding
districts had been suppressed by unresiramed use of bayonets

.- and other forms of terror.sm, were charged with the “murder”
.+ of a aumber of policcmen at Chauri Chaura. 22 policemen ware

~ killed in the affray; but the dispensers of imperialist justice con-
«~ veniently overlooked the facts that the afiray was begun by the

policemen firing on peaceful demonsirators, and that the number

- of men killed and wounded in consequence of firing volleys on

a crowd of severa' thousand must have exceeded the casualities
on the government side.

One hundred and sevently-two men, many of whom were

- hungry peasants and who were so,hun%rydbwguse they had been
un

" forced to contri

te-too heavily to the for helping the “war
for democracy”, stand sentenced t¢ be “hanged by the neck until
dead”. This legai murder is beng perpetrated in the name of
“law_and order” and “gocd government”. The real crime com-
mitted by these was to rebel against unbearable economic exploi-
tation and to demonsirawe the desire to fight for their rights.

. In doing so. they had to cha.ienge the feudal absolutism which

flourishes in India under the benign protection of British Demo-
cracy. These men will legally murdered for having spontane-

" ously expressed the noble principles that inspired the glorious

Peasant Revolts of Great Britain and other

uropean counfries.
In order to defend the rights of landlordism,

which constifutes

" its most loyal support, British Imperialism is commitiing a bar-
- barous deed which will even surpass its. own none too admirable
~ records in India, This prosntution of justice willbe unparalleled

in its majestic vindictiveness and brutality.

On behalf of the toiling millions of India, and in the name

- of “justice and fair Aaltal'ly”, in which you believe so implicitly, we
e

call upon you to lea British working class {o intervene and
demand -the reprieve of the condemned champions of the Indian

. peasantry. We cali upon' the British Labagur Party to exert

action fails to bring about the desired effect.

- pressure upon the Eovemment by means of Parliamentary action,
as well as by strikes and demonstrations -in-case parliamentary

these sieps if {ou want to prove that you are not a party to the
imperialism of the British bourgeoisie. If lyou fail to act in
this tragic moment, you will go down in his ry with the blood

. .of the Indian peasaniry on your head, and you will stand charged
. with the betrayal of those principles of “freedom and democracy”

: .l:tgly.

- that you claim {o advocate. At the same time we appeal direcily

to the Brifish proletariat {0 repudiate your leadership in case
ou fail {0 act and thus condone this legal' murder by infuriated
mperialism. ' R AL

Zurich, February 2, '1923. t

) . M. N. Roy. |
g For The Communist Party-of India.

The ilnterna‘tﬁonal Situation 1
. in1922 |

By M. I. Maisky (Moscow). - :

. During the year 1922 the wave of revolution ebbed. This
ebb-tide had already set in during 1920, so that last year brought
nothing fundamentally new or interesting. }

. The receding tide of revolution is synonymous with (e
rising flood of reaction. This was very clearly expressed in the

course of the past year in, the sphere of politics. In both large

and small countries, in victor:ous and vanquished jands,
land and in Esthonia, in France and in Albania,
tendency of evolution is everywhere to be observed.

- The political attack of capital assumed its acutest form in
The goveruments of Bounomi: and Facta showed a

in Eng-
the same

V. = |

complete paralysis of official state power. They starcely had ‘e
wtention of doing anythiog, tut if they had had any such inten.
tion, they would not have been able to carry it out, f{for the
Fascisti- ruled the country, and have now made themselves actual
masters of - ltaiy, after two years of witing again$t  wie

_proletariat. .
. In the other great countries of Europe events have not |

been so drama.ic as in Italy But there have beeq many
vacillations and changes, dittering only in Jdegree but ot im

© qualily from the events n Italy.

Let us take- England. The most important political
occurren. in this country last year, was the change of government
and the new parliamentfary election. Lloyd George, the clevercst
and most elastic leader o?’Eurapean capitalism, was overthrown,
and his place taken by that petty-bourgeois simple.on Bonar
Law. Conservative liberalism has been replaced by liberal
imperialism. The results ot the new elections signify a- move te
the right, and a step tfowards the open diclatorsnip of the .bour-
geoisie. The attitude adopted by the new government with repard
to the most impor.ant question for the English proletariat—
unemployment—may serve as an example, Lloyd George talked -
a great deal about unemployment, and  even did'somealing
ga;tt]hou h by no means as much as he talked) fo relieve it

ar Law will not even

tatives of the unemployed. This is the first snow-drop. It will
soon be followed by other harbingers of bourgeois Spring, a
Spring which may be more terrible to the working masses tham
the severest winter frost. ;

Let us take a glance at Germany. This is a/ repubfic
without republicans. The ' state constitution is adorped with -
republican garb, but the whole administrative appara.us, and the
whole military mechanism, are ifi the hands of the mionarchists.
The government commands—the army and the officials do not
obey. But even this
cans does not suit {

capitalists. Stinnes presses the bufton,

- and the scene changes. Wirth res gns, and the social democratic

president calls upon the industrial magnate Cuno to take |his
place. But even the Cuno. cabinet cannot  satisfy “the growin
appetite of the industrial magnates. It is not energetic eno ﬁ
nc. sufficiently permeated with the spirit of feudalism. The .
Cuno government is only regarded as a stepping sione {o a
full-blown cabinet of the capitalist dictatorship. We see that the
hands of the political indicator have turned considerably gga&‘he
right. But the hour has not yet struck for reaction in Germ ny.

And in France? 1In 1922 the black reactionary bloe rild.
also in the land of the third reputlic, and as time passes fhe
reactionary elements of this bloc asvend higher fowards govern-
ment. Briand was displaced by - Poincaré:. - To-day eten.
Poincaré is too weak., To-day he is suspected of sympa(ﬁy with
the “left”. A new_governrient is appearing on--the horizon, .

. headed by Tardieu, Whose head is com letely impervious against

Vou tauel take | the penetration of any statesmanlike i

ea or political conception,
In France the scales were already heavilly weighted with
reaction, and 1922 nat only brought no relief, but rather a
fresh weight. i ;
The line of political development of the four largest
European eouniries thus shows the same fundamental tendency;
an abrupt move (o] the right, towards open bourgeois ‘Z
fatorship. We can observe similar developments in the smaller /
countries, as in Belgium, Holland, Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, and
the Scandinavian countries. |

In the Um'(rd,?' States, where united ‘Capital has still fir
ground beneath its feet, where the bourgeoise is not, yet threatened .
‘any immediate danger of revolution, we observe the same
“Fascist” cvolution.; But we observe here at the same time {

grant an interview {o the represen-.

gowerless government of poverless republi- .
e

djc-#

rowing resisfance ;of the proletariat, a temporary slackening- — -

in the capitalist offensive, and a re-grouping in the camp o
the bourgeoisie, as 'shown by the defeat of the republicants at
the last election. | A P -
The political attack made by capitdl has been accompanied
everywhere by an nomic' attack ‘of equal violesce. The year
1922 was a year of falling wages, of strong pressure on- the

 trade union organfations.

The past year saw many severe conflicts belween capital
and"labor in all farge -and smail bourgeois countries, conilicts
which in most casds, ended with the complete-or partial defeat of
the workers. Thcge defeats were, in almost every case, {0 a great
exient due to ihe;,reacherous attifude of the reformist, leade.s,

~

This was seen in{ “ermany in the strike of the South ‘German

- metal workers and railwaymen, in England in the engineering
* struggle, which

ffected about a

million workers, and In the
sirike of the A'mrrican miners, eic. . . .

i o e |

/

|
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" " The mobve {o the right may also be o{m\'edm international
ﬁhm “The three great qms’tioﬁp—oemny, Russia, and the
‘Near: East—have ‘become exiraordinarily |acute. | The capitalist
King, the Entente, made an aitempt fo-

I“-'_._.‘: e =5 Ci A e { :{
A SR hary i |

B

- werld, or, strictly
.~ 'wards a solution of | atte !
' in a great fiasco. This failure was due to capitalist reaction
/- getti~g the upper hand of the more ¢ |
. ‘Lloyd George wanted to solve the Russian problem by

_means c:f’-:l comg:mise acceptablé {10 boih sides, and for this

i :mr'i)ogcgaveﬂed‘ the conferences at (Genoa and The Hague. Ca-

- .and by ity of London, got the upper ha.d, and now, after
. Genoa and The Hague, the Russian question is farther from a
©satisfactory solution thap it was a %ﬂr ago, | .

{ . | pitalist rt\c:;:n, chiefly, represented by ﬂie French government
the

. i - Lloyd George was also anxious ‘ ermas
. question on the lines of liberal-capifalist reason. [For a time it
- | seemed as if Lloyd rge had overcome! Poincarés resistance.
_ But here again capitalist_reaction defeated capitalist liberalism.
© ./ When the German ques!ion wiil be solved is still quite uncertain,
' more uncertain than a year ago. . ||
%~ 'The solution of the third question, that of the Near East,
.« mow being attemipted ‘at Lausanne, deserveq the greatest interest.
- England—supported by France, Italy, and ia whole troop of lesser
- “vassals—is {rying fo cm}:vanother treaty of Sevres. .In-August
1920, the great powers, ‘without consulting’ Turkey or Russia
i %decided ” the fate of the Near East by a stroke of their official
- ~pens. They converted Turkey into a colony, and completely ‘ex-

ning capitalist liberalism.’

p& oolvé"i the German |

ese three quesiions. |But the aitempt ended -

' The Rulers of Lithuania
and the Occupation of
. B ‘By A. L—r, Lithuania. ‘ |
" The rulers of Lithuaria, this young “ derfiocratic » republic,
have learnt much during the few years of their political indepen-
dence. They know well that the mainienance of the god-

designed “ order” in. their country, that is, the maintaining and !
Y ing

/securing of democratic powers of exploifation and ‘oppression in

the hands of the large agrariaps, profiteers, cler’gy, and am-
bitious soldiers, requires as a first premise the ruthless c:
of the class war maovement among the proleiariat of town .and
couniry, and among: the Iandless peasanis. The theory and
practice of this knowledge have been learnt by them in the hard

school of Tsarism, where the blows fell on their own shoulders.

. The Lithuanian reacfionaries have seven improved on these -

 methods' by a few genuinely l.i(huagu‘an ‘variations—correspond-

" ¢luded Russia from the solution -of the Straits problem. . But they .

. -reckoned waihout their host.  And the host, speedily showed that
e was pot to be trifled with. 'The evenis iof the year 1922 tore
© th: treaty of Sevres o shreds. The conference of Lausanne was
. - intended to solve the problem in'a new manner, that is, in agree-
- .t with the host. But what do we see actually? Not on_lly does
- Lord Curzon not even seck a way of compromise with Turkey
" and Russia, he actually throws fvery possible obstacle in the way
% of such a compromise. If Curzon remains master of the situation,
" he cannot attain, under the /most favorable circumstances, more

Ahan a new Sevres treaty, with the same organic defects and the
same inevitable results. t does this 'signify? One thing only:
~ Eveti in the Near Eastern' guestion capﬂ%kt reaction has won
Ahé upper hand-over capitalist liberalism, dnd the noble lord in
.~ Xausanne is merely the mouthpiece of Britigh Fascism.

L7 rT As regards the prospects for the future, in Europe, revolu-
. /dion is at the ebb-tide. The bourgeoisie is lincreasing in power.
ve attitude. Capital

. "The prolefariat has passed over to a def
: mw&. and’ thé working class defends i
-« successfully, olng&ictuml; And yet pess
- out of place fhan t ~ ‘

L I i s il sy o,
rapidly, i agony is prol but it canno
A ajs{istidimlorsl%:?my throw the proletariat to
| for a time, Mussolini and Curzon may cause the
ry suffering, bui ﬂnﬁncannot\save a bour-

If, but not always
ism was never more

by g

of and -will mot

ich has goften mto a blind alley.
fie; ¢ven in the matter of a dictatorship the bour-
- }emuehu but poor prospecis. Two great obstacles bar the
- /way. In the first place the Comintern, which, though still not
; /f‘dieien ly strong, is none the léss of immense si
7/ great organism,
- ' gathers new/strength from the supply of fresh proletarian blood,

¥ 80 soon as ‘fhe situation assumes a revolutionary character. And

+ © the Fascist terror is bound to lend the situation such a character.

_ -’ The second obstacle in the way of a capitali§t dicta{drship is So--

, actually ruled by

. wiet Russia. The fact that a gigantic sta
<~ 'workers and peasants, really does exist, weighs like a’ nightmare
- on the consciousness of the European bourge¢oisie. | -

L4 15 As long as the Comintern and Soviel Russia contigue to
/! exist, European reaction cannof raise its head very hi ascist
,_(poss‘a'biﬁtia are limited, and every grade of bou is‘nF:ctatorship

ned ' under such circumstances furthers the revolutionary

¢ efiucation of the workers. The Italian Fascismo will not anni-
< Hjlate the }Malian proletarian movement, but it will certainly anni-
ate the reformust o

1l be the ‘same in other countries. The epoc

et

h of reactiorary

i, offensive 'brings much su(ferinﬂ; and” sorraw {0 the working.
he:

~will. And thus the bourgeois dictatorship of to-day paves: the
Ji.-way for the prolefarian dictatorship of to-morrow, for the all-
5 Fopean socialist revglution.  And {here are many signs {hat this

_day is not so far distant. 13 :

- ‘masses of the west, but it steels their heart :§dumzthcna their

/ i
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ils death wound. It

ificance, This

rtunist delusions of this' movement. 1t

- favored by

which at present has but lit{le flesh on its bones,".

w

ing to the level of cujture.
: Hundréds and ithousands of
communists have been languishing for years in the prisons of
the republic, awaitin? ind:ctment and frial. A few weeks- ago
the conirades in the fort ¢
on the occasion of the death ot conirade Yanusevski, due to tuoer-
culosis ‘ contracted ‘in prison. The Lithuanian labor
press of all languages (with the exception of the tame Sozial.
demokratas), even the purely trade union organizations, are
exposed to Cﬁztinual persecutions and reprisals, and are kept
fighting fer théir very existence. All strike agitators are severely
punished. The clergy, on the other hand, are not only itted.
to carry on with impunity theiy well organized system for. crush-
ing out every spark of naturel intelligence in their followers, but
enjoy the fullest support of the authorities. The profiteers flourish
and carouse, the workers sink deeper and deeper into want and
misery. In such wise gcts the Lithuanian bourgeoisie, so it and
its accomplices protect: the sacred prin:xc‘f:les of democracy.

So much for the pelicy with regard to internal affairs.

The politicians and “diplomats of reactionary Lithuania
were not spectators of the diplomatic performances of grest-l..itm‘isk

and Versailles, or of the “actions” of d’Annunzio in Fiume and '
Zeligovsky in Vilna ‘without profiting thereby., Witl great

acuteness they recognizeC the main principle on which
of the present rulers of Greater Europe is based, a
the footsteps they follow. P
Lithuanian troops (the “ Iron Wolf ” is not’a “‘band ”, but
an organized and equipped division ef'froops) have occupied
the Memel district. &4 Lo
The Lithuanian government, which has been continually,
rotesting against the robbery since Vilpa was occupied by the
oles (it is characteristic that at that time Zeligovsky’s {roops
were designated as “ bands ”), and appealed to “‘ conscience
and justice of humanity” as incorporated in the League of
Nations, this same government of human conscience and justice
now shields the conquerors of Memel, and lends them support.
is no doubt but that the whole Memel enierprise is
England. It is one of the many moves in the game

»?e policy
hese a-e

great imperialist powers since Versailles. .

bunf played by the g1
England (England’s bourgcoisie) is anxious that — for the time
being at least — Lithugmia should not be subjugated by Poland.
Naturally it is commercial interests of variousuﬁi‘n
a leading part here.. i
In additions {0 this, Enql&nd is in anmy case entirely
posed to the fulfilment of Poland’s wish to incorporate the
Aemel djstrict. Poland is for
and of French capital, and this would signify a fresh strengthen-
ing of French, 4hat is, anti-English influence. = i
. But the Lituanian rulers, who are willing to aid English
capital by\p_ushull’g\ the workins masses of Lithuania, Meniel, and
East Prussia, about the board like pawns, have overlooked one
point in their calculation towards realizing their imperialist
designs: that the day is approaching when the internaional prole-
fariat will seize power, and put an end to the imperialist policy
of iternational capital. And then the Lithuanian proletariat, at
the present time intimidated by the treachery of {he social demo-
crats, and shrinking from any revolutionary action, will be

. strong enough to burst its chains, and fo set up a dictatorship

- be frifled with. This first urgent duty of t

which will change the republic of profiteers and parsons into
i T BN -‘

e of thuanian riat is fo make it clear
fo the rulers of Lithuania that the workin masses are ndt to
{ h t ¢ Lithuanian prole-
fariat, that is, unrelenling class war against the national
Lithuanian bourgeoisie, must be carried out in a non fight
front with the grol_enriq of East Prussia, now eagaged in the
eharpest conflict with the East Prussian bourgeoisie. g

. No§

Memel
crushing

brévolutionary- socialists ‘and

rt of Kovno carried out a hunger sirike ’

ds which play -

too much the servitor of Poincaré.

ting

{
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The Situation in Sweden
et By H. F. Spak (Stockholm), |

The international economic crisis, which was greatly felt
‘in Sweden in the ocourse of 1921, becamz exceedingly acute during
the first half of 1922. The most important line of export pf the
country—the timber and saw-mill indusiry—was -almost |para-
‘lyzed. The stock of stored wood has been accumulating for) some
_years, but the abnormally high raie”of Swedish exchange has
rendered it impossible to sell abroad. The reports of 1he;stock
¢ market show the shares of the leading saw-mills to have suink by
9) per cent. The other indusiries show the same tendencies. The
stone quarries, another of the-most important sources of Swi?ew‘
the
war, as Germany was the chief buyer. The iron works are| com-
ratively busy, but thé special manufacture of separatorsl ball
‘bearings, agricultural machinery, and the like, which constj{uted
- a great part of the economic sirength of the countr;, has gone
‘back considerably. . All ghares have sunk ky 60.10 70 per | cent.
. It is remarkable that this time the crisis—for the first time for a
‘considerable period—has had a disas{rous effect on agriculture,
and ‘is mirfored in a 50 per ‘tent fall in the value of land. | The
extent of the agricullural crisis may be seen ‘in the greatly in-
number of mortgages of land.  Here, as in all branches
usiry, the necessary improvements and repairs have been
npletely neglected. : Sl
o The unemployment nafurally resultan{ on these cundi‘ions,
‘and increasing mightily at the beginning of the year, had by the
beginning of the winier, reached the to:al of 170.C00 officially re-
gistered unemployed, so that the actual figure—at the lowest
' computation—can be estimated at 200,000. 1f we estimate the
number of members of each/ [amilg at the lowest poss:ble average,
it fol'ows, that in a country of 5% mllion inhabitants, af [least
‘half a million workers are direcly or indrectly sufferin
from unemployment. ‘The C.P. of Sweden has made great ad-
vances fowards gaining the confidence of the masses by enerpgetic
activity against unemployment a confidence demonsirated by the
growih of the parly, and by important election victories in the
municipal and rural council elections at the end of the year.
At - the commencement of the warmer season indusiry
took a relative turn for the better. One disadvantage was, |that
‘some of the banks—above all the leading Swedish Commcrcial
' Bank had so over-capitalized a part of the uncertakings, |and
carried on indusirial speculation {o such an extent, that a severe
 banking crisis arose, and the underfakings were granied less and
" less 'credit. But at the same time an imnrovemant was obscrvable
in the export market, especially in the wood indusi This, im-
rovement is probably only teinporary. but it has led fo a reduc-
_tion of unemployment. The actual number of uncmnloyed at the
end of the year was—at.a low computation—80,000 the number
: oiiicial_lly registered being 37,00. : | .
he’ increased opporiunities for work offered to cexgam
groups of the proletariat are neutralized by the co'ossal redac-
" ions in wages, and by the threatened atfacks on the. stanc.Lard
working day, which was madé law with such infinife pains and
-~ trouble, after the world revolutionary crisis of 1918-19. Wages
in all frades have been reduced by 60%, while the index figures
of food priccs show no corresronding fall. While the index
figure for Sweden, is still 190 per cent as compared with 1914,
‘wages have so fallen that they are now but little higher thap at
that time, But the agricultural laborers, whose wages ngver
- amounted to more than half those of the indusirial workers, are
the worst off. For the first time for cegturies the supply of

labor in the agriculturgl districts- exceeds the demand. Up to.

11920 the reverse was the case.. L
.Besides the unemployment question, there was anot}her

last year, the question of tetal abstinence. party was much
_ Eccupied with this question, the more so as the total abstinence
r

matier which assumed a fosition of pressin litical importance -
t “rhe E

ganizations, with their- hundreds and {housands of memb:rs,

re composed.of workers and peasants. The party adopled a
perfecl¥ uneqrgivocal‘aﬁitude towards the question of prohibifion.
~  The C.P. of Sweden, the overwhelming majority ‘of whpse
members are organized in tofal abstinence “societies. fhrew its
influence on the side of prohibition., Somewhat more than 49 per
cent of the participators in the glebicite voted for pr'ohfhi(FO'l
(about 900,000, mostly workers and peasants). The uneguivocal
attitude of ‘the party. has proved fo have been right. We have
won by it the sympathies of the best elements of the prolclar?t
1A he party is also much®occupied with the measures
of inner organization recommended by the IV. World Congress.
The nuclei and working groups have not yet affained as much
guccess as might be wished, but still we have made good progress
|- . in this direction. Intensification of work has increased in pro-
- portion to the improved communist {raining of the party com-

i {

. Union,

'were searche

1 f T

! . . i 4 X -
rades, and despite our tremendous financial difficuliies, we have
succeeded in/ appointing organizers in several party districts.
Within the parly ifself there have been mo great conflicts, aad
joint werk with subordinate organizations, abeve all' with okr
youth union, has béen excellent. The executive commitiee of the
yotith union/and the womens’ groups on the one hand, and the
warking committee of the party on the other, have maintained
excellent contact and understanding beiween their organizations
il

" by' means qof mutual representation. .

. _The position of the Communist Party ‘with regard fo fhe
His Majesty’s social democratic 'government has been parti-

cularly diffi¢ult, for this government has on no occas’on attempfed

to pursue & socialist rolicy, scarcely a really radical bourgepis
policy. The majority .of the all-Sweden party conference of the

P. considered the most advisable tactics fo be not to give. fhe
social demgcrats any pretext for accus.ng us jpf serving reac-,
tionary intércsts, that is, we should not- demand the resignation

‘of the government. The qualified support of tke social defp&-
1

cratic government by the Communist Party was further justi
as belng a/line of tactics calculated to force the social demo-
crats themsclves fo open the eyes of the hitherto uncrificat |
masses by putting their social democratic policy info actual
practice. The minority of the parly reprcsentatives, after point-
ing out the dangers atfendant on such an atiitude, loyally sub-
m.tted to the resolution and have contributed (o ils being carfried-
out. The severé and candid ¢driticism of the government, always
exercised by the C.P., has become much miore severe, both'in
the parliament apd outside of it. The party has utilized every
oproriunify to force the government, by -action outside parlia-
ment, {o either pursue an exceedingiy radical policy, or to un-
mask itse{{ before the working class. -

Work for the proletarian united front is closely related fo
this. Repeated public appeals have been made fo the social
democratic leaders {o join in common work on the basis of
prolefarian demands and actions, but these have inyariably |keen
refused. By these means the Swedish C.P. has succeeded in
unveiling |the real nature of social democratic policy before the
eyes of tke thinking proletariat. - j

The organizatory union of the social democrais of the
2 and 2} Internationals cleared the political situation in a
manner most favorable to us. The small centrist group, which

separated in 1921 from the Swedish C.P., was at that /time, -

moderately gifted journalists. But thanks to a few semi-revolu-
tionary phrases, and to a leader whose personality. was popuiar
in cerlaiq’ circles, this group succeeded in confusing a few smal
uncritical| seclions of proletarians.. The confusion thus caused
among cdrtain circles of the proletariat, vanished at ance when
the centrists fused with the social patriots. The masses arg now
beginning| {o grasp that they have no alternative, but to ¢hoose
ither the social democratic petty-bourgeois policy, or the straight-
orward klass war of the communists, with its goal of/ social

/

revolution| | o
“Yhe Communist Danger’’

Poincaré’s government appears fo be confemplating an.ex-.
tensive state action against the communists. The preparations
made against the ““ inner enemy ” are equal to those undertaken.
for atiackifg the “ outer enemy ” in the Ruhr area. /1 .

The lexistence of the joint committee of action of the CGTU
and the Fi:nch CP has ‘caused the government. much anxiety.

exceediniy d’'minutive, and cons's’ed in the main.of a few

After the decision regarding the occupation -of the Ruhr Valley
had been reached in the French ministerial council, it was decided
at the same time to attack the communiéts. As may be/seen frem
an official communiqué, the government wanted to preyent a sit- -
ting of the{ committee of action! at which .{le dclegdtes.go the
Essen conférence were to give their reporfs. A spedial sccsion
was converied for this purpose by the ‘ministry’ for internal
affairs, and| was participated in by: the minister of jusfice, the
minister for the interior, the sta{¢ aticrney and the attorney
general, and the head of, the polifical police. This session
resolved on! the arrest of the following communjsis: Mon-
moussean, general secrefary of the C.G.T.U,, /llam/?nr, district
secrelaré ofi Seine and OQise, Pietri, secretary of [the Youth

ourdraux, member of the executive'of the ,(‘IJPF Treint,
e F.C.P., Lartigue, secretary of the C.G. T.U. These
in the early
apartments

secrefary of
comrades‘weﬁe accordingly arrested in their dwellings
morning hours of Weédnesday, January 10. Their
E at the. same time. ‘ \ ‘

'Furthet, in St. Quentin three trade’ union ‘I&aders were
arrested: | Mfissol,'secretary of the Paris-metal _woﬁkers union,

Jacob, secretary of the textile workers union, and Semard,
he railwaymen’s union. They were |arrested on °
¥ ]
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secrefary 'of
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their return joud from Essen. Another secréfary of the
. “€G.TU, Cazals; the

as béen - imprisoned, according” to

 Humanite.!

At the same time ﬂm premises of the Humanite and the
- €.G.T U. were searched. { Joffice th )

" cupboards of comrade Cachin were broken into, despite the
/¢ immunity” assured by the laws of the French ‘democratic”
" republic {o the deputies of its chamber.” - | ° | :

the Humanite office the room and

At the first hearing the arrtsied were informed that théy
charged with “plottin$ against the inper and oufer sccurity
of the state”. According fo .the news wh:gl: we have roceived

nsel for their defence: Monmousseau the, barrisier Torr(s,

"\ Maranne the editor of Humanite, Delhay Lnd‘ Treict, comrade
‘. Maarice Paz, ‘Pietri the deputy, Vaillant:Conturier, and the
"¢ “in'ernaticnal secrefary of the union of exisarvice men, -Albert

" workers of the whole

i | _Humante breathes ‘a splendid fighting spirit.  The most im. -

“Fourier.” The cause of our comrades thus jappears fo be likely

.16 develop info a great trial for higl treason,

< 2" This ' violent ca:fﬂ

on Polncare’s P’rt has stirred the
‘France to the pro

oundest dep hs. The

portant unions have already protesied against this act of bru-

',?,4'?1ality', in their ‘central committees, and ewerywhere the same

will ‘s expressed: Now or never! ' The jeint commitiee of action

- continues to meet, if ‘summons the workers of the whole of
oyt oi;anct to hold mighty protest d>monstrationis against the policy
- of in i

“ment. " Fresh commitiees of action are being formed all over the .
- ‘country. The cenirals of the C.G.T.U. and ¢
_party of France-are making appeals to the French working class.

terior and ‘exterior violence pursued by Paincare’s govern-
of the Communist

" . Poincaré has sown the wind, and  will reap the storm.

.+ 'The ‘government of Loucheur and Schneider, the . government

.. communisi 1
- stronger than ever from this ifs first
* . Popaaire, the paper of French social dem
.,g:;phins,!ha{ the French government is doing the work of the -
AL ¢ unists. “It really looks”, he writes, :33 if all the govern-

: n:en s ‘who follow one another have resolv

B/
W g':}is(s, the governments play
.| munisis.” s o

~of the Iron Works Commitiee, imagines that it can destroy ‘the
: movement. Communism in France will emerge
reat combat.
mocracy, Leon Blum

to impart life and
ivin% way {o, the threats of the
n

ur [ fo communism. In
to' the hands of the com-

£

pb e 8 Eyvery Fte'ncﬁ'm\‘voﬂdnat_l can now clearly. grasp the con-

' 'meciion between Poincard’s inner and oufer

‘us .12ach eut across the frontiers; and

3'..;\.,!.' A T

~ Situationinthe
P ] et y E. Varga. |
i) The_neparations&hue tion a

. @y surpris
7 fereuce in

- sed the queston )
; “negzssary in view of France’s extensive armaménis, L oyd George
o repi -measures we have lakeu‘rall circum-

- stances imto consideration .

licies. 'The French
realized that the whole object is
the French and German workers.
join in {he common
pilalism, - B ; A5

NOMICS
f Sﬁ"i'vey? of th ¢ ‘World Economic
4'h Quarter 0§1922

“comrades have thoroughly
; common  enslatement o

| fight against international

- French Antagcnism

[/ At the presant moment (béﬁinning of | January), the main

g:mt» of infcrest is the break wiich has taken piace in Paris
tween Frapce and Ewsgiand  This event ¢annot. have caused

to.our readers. In our report pn the London cou-

EY 1922 we had already stated odr conclus'cns:

i+ %The Entente still wexists. But the Engliéh Parliament
recentiy granted an cxtraordirary subsidy of 100060 for the.
siudy of means of defence againgit roisonous, gases, and further

. Awo miflidn pounds for the building of 500 new war aeropianes;

~-Anl when the menibcr of the Lower House, Wedgewood, addres-

{o Lloyd George, wheiher these aeroplancs were

diied: *“In adopling trese

H we study the doculnents of the Jarixxiry 'coxx_ferénce in

1 Pans, we arrive at the conclus’on that the breach in the Entente

.18 to be attributed {o the same causes which had

the firsi London conference! in July, and the s

aiready rendered
cand-conference m

{ {DPaocember of iast yepr, so lacking in tangible|resuits. The cause

¢ 1is the conilict of interests of the two Europeanjimperialist powers:

3

¢ England and France. The | reparations

nd a . r quesijon’ is only a small
part of this world wide anjagonism. ] ey

question. " We shall micrely  {guch upon

H
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“was fixed at

ected the forowing

In the

‘no means undesirable {o the French capifalist.

 Je[ IS
the Anglo- -
¢ the whole ef bourgepis public op

_of the interallied debts. The

(-~ It is not our task here to recapitulate the whole enfangled .
v hisjory of the reparations A 6‘/ ; ) I
\ the miain tendency- of its development, At the {ime 0f the con-

#
- 3

clusion ce, the viclors were of the opinion—without in the
Jeast exag,‘ ing Cermany’s paying capaciiy—that Oem:aly;,l_ud
to pay for all the damages suffered by .the allied siates. during
the war. After a time the decisive question became one of arriv-
ifig "at a correct estimate of what Germamy was able {o payv.
And as Germany’s paying capacily is very sm:ll, every succeed. -
ing phase of the reparaticns negofiations reduced the figure of
Germany’s 'obligzafons. ‘In January 1921, the total obiigation
) milliard gold marks. In the uitimatum of.
May.'5,- 1921, the reparations were fixed at 132 mlliards gcld
mzrs, But »¢ the same time it was obvious that this sum was
not fo be fake: seriously, for interest bearing bonds were issued.
oriy <o the amount of % milliard gold marks, while the remain-
ing €2 milliards remained without inferest and undisiributed

until further notice. = ATy

‘Nothing but the fear of public opinion in England and-
France kept the allies from stating candidly that they did not
hope to get any more fhan 50 miliards out of Germany. As
Keynes predicted, Germany proved incapable of paying even
the ‘sum fixed in the Lopdon ultimatum: 2 milliards gold marks
and 26 per cent of the export. A moratorium was thus granted -
for the year 1922, according to which Germany's obligations for .|
that year were fixed at 720 million gold marks and 1450 milions
in kind. But in 1922 Germany could not raise even this sum,
and a fresh moratorium had {o be granted for the 'ast 5 moriths;
the paymenis due to Belgium were covered by treasury notes
to be paid later. g b

As we have seen, -no agreement could be reached between .

"England and France on the question of this moraforium. Already

Poncaré had produced his demand tkat no moratorium be
granted ¢ Germany wifhout a, “ productive pledge”. At .that
time the question was passed on unsolved fo the Reparafions
Commission, and as the demand concerncd was a special ' one
of Belgjum's, France had not the possiblity of pressing forward
fo the breaking point at that time. ] 4 ]
_'A circumstance playing -an important role here, is the
existence of two antagdnjst tendencies in Freach politics. While
the great peasant masses, pensioners, and officials, desire a peace-
ful policy, and only wish for the stabilization and possible. im-
provement of the rafe of exchange of the franc, there are;, on
the other hand, wide .strata of heavy industrial undertakings
striving for a military ‘and imperialist policy. This policy is
dictated by the necessitg of ccmbining French ores with German
coal; the altempts to bring this akout by peaceful negotiations
with the German bourgepisie have so far been withost avail;, It
must here be faken into consideration that the consequence of a
policy of violence—the fyrther depreciation of the franc—is by
Depreciation of
the franc signifies an- automatic reduction in wages, and French
heavy industgy, rendered dependent orr extensive exports ‘(by
having gained Lorrame, and by. the combination with the iron
indusiry of Luxemburg and Belgium), would find its struggle
for the world markets facilitated by the low value of fhe franc.
It must finally be taken into consideration that France's finarnces
are on the verge of ruin, and that she has already expended '
100 milliards of francs for the restoration of the devasiated
regions, without having received any large cash paymant from
Germany. It 1s thus comprehensible that, despite the fear of
war like adventures prevailing among wide strata of the peopie,
‘ inion nevertheless firm'y supporis
Poincaré in the quesi'on of * productive pledges . The anta-
Eonism which. tas split the Entente is not a new one. At the
ondon conference of last summer, England refused fo accede
to the measures demanded by France, demands in all essentials
the same as those now formulated. . . A
It may te agsumed that the events of the last quarter
of 1922, are in general known {o our readers. Aiter the Repara-.
tion Commussion had visited Berlin in the beginning of October,
Bradbury produced a pian for a 5 years’ moratorium. To this
Barthou replied, on the 25th of October, that a moratorium could
not be granied without ' pledges, and that the reparations
question would have to be solved together with the question
j same was repeated by Poincaré,
in his Senate speech of November 9. He said: : -

“On behalf of the French government, 1 declare that

/

‘we will not tolerate \a further reduction of French -demands, and

Parliament g@nd country ajike support me in this . I have
shown that German industry is enyoying actual privileges behind
a show of misery. A t pari of the revenues of the counfry
are free from any {axation whatever, and enrich the treasuries
of the great indusirial magnaies or of their foreign -banking
accounts,” y V Ed ; e, 1 o N
He repeated fhe demands he had formulated in London, '

. .

as follows:

3 1 ‘



BN industries, “elc’ﬁfm of

=3 - of at least' 500 milion gold miarks.

- lection of*the proceed , .
and of the forests in the various provinces of Germany.” ‘

" the German government will raise an inner
- during the period of the moratorium one half of the proceeds of

" used- to pay reparations.

“-inccmplete delivery of the wood ordered. This

- the shortage
.the oit-mentioned difference between a. ‘“default”
*voluniary default” does not exist, that the {wo {erms were
“.synonymous. After these preparations the conference of the

\\

2 Immediate

\ TV JENY
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' cent’ parti ity ation ii:.the_;iroceedf' ds of ceri‘#“
a custc::gb‘line around the Ruhr area,

collection of faxes in the' occupied German {erritory, and col-

s of the state mines in {he Rubr area and

‘"Am

“There then followed, on. Novemier 14, the official note
of the German government io the Reparaiions Commission,
requésting a- moraforium: for three or four years for all pay-
menis, whether in cash or-kind, and {further, a foreign credit
In retura ior this, Ger-
many offers: action icwards the 'stabiliza’ion of the mark; the
German Reichsbank is to place 503 million gold marks, in gold
or| securities, at the disposal of this action. As soon as the rate
of exchange of the mark will have regained confidence at home,
old -loan. Even

the internal loan, and the whole of the fore'gn loan, are to

" This measure is o bring about a stabilization of the marki

i Es,m‘nﬁa_lly thé same plan is contained in the letter sent by Cuno,

representing the new government, to {he English prime ministerﬁ‘
on December 9. Both German propositions were rejected. |
' It was under these circumstances that the London con-

-

 ference met. Here the conflicling interests of England and|
* France clashed. .While France maintaimed {hat the German

slate- was depreciating the mark and steering towards bankruptcy|
intent.onally, in order {o avoid paying the reparations, Britain'
was of the opinion that Cermany’s econcmics were actuall

ruined, “Accerding to all information which 1 have received,”
said Bonar Law, “Germany is on the brink of collapse. I regret|
having to say this, but I beleve it {fo be true. The tragical!

~ thing about if is that there can dovbtless be no improvement for

Germany. until the mark is stabilized, but that the experience
of the whole world, our own experience during the past year, !
and the opinion of every fpolitical -economist, go to show that
precisely the-attempt to stabilize {he -mark wiil lead to the break-
down o{.industry which we ourselves have experienced. We must

keep all this in view.” : ;
He formulated the ‘question as follows: ‘What is the best |
~method of geiting out of Germany the amount which it should

pay?” The Allies could not agree om the method, for France

demanded productive guarantees, that is, the occupation of Ger-

man territory, while the English were of the opinion that such

-a ‘procedure would bring about Germany’s complete  economic

ruin without gaining the hoped for payments for France.
The unbridged chasm between England and France having

~ thus become apparent, France set {o work in the Reparation Com-_
- mission, in agreement with Belgium and Italy,

to create the lgfal
prcmises required for an invasion of Ge‘rma\n{. It was decided
on December 27, against the vote of the 'English representative,
that Germany had become guilty of a voluntary default by the
verdict  was
delivered:in spite of the fact that Germany offered {o deliver
by March 31, 1923. It was jurther dec:ded(‘ithat
and a

llies began on January 2 [England as well as France bréught

. ready-made solutions 10 this conlerence. We shall briefly outline

" the substance of these two propositions in the next section.

"The French Reparations Plan

“The French government declares that it is unwilling fo
accept any reduction of its share of Germany’s obligations. In
actual practice, this share is already insufficient to cover fhe

itures for the resforation of the devasialed regions. A
reduc‘ion of the Frefich share could only be taken into considera-
tion by the French government if some of its allies would agree
to modify their demands on Germany, or to Eive priority {o the
restoration of the devastated regions. ' The French gavernment
will not be in a ition fo pay either interest or principal on
its debfs to the allies, until it has at least been compznsated by
Germany for the expenditures which it has borne and which it
has yet to bear in the restorafion of the devastated area.”

France is however prepared to discharge her ,dabts by
renouncing the bonds of Series C, provided that this procedure,
is accepted by all European powers. - These lines show France's
fundamental ‘standpoint as opposed fo England. The measures
with regard to Germany then follow.

: Reorganization of German Finances.
. The French program provides for:
1. Stabilization of the mark: k S
medSures for balancing the German budget.

o _mam;o..-rp.L.‘c'omp.aae.'.;'
| i

. the following sanctions come: info {orce:

\ | '
| .

* 3. Discontinuation of discounting {reas tes
ety g ury ndles ‘by the
4. Prevention
for;ign’ iies in
In order that these measures ma

yarantee Commission is to take over the
Finances.

The exact wording. is as follows: 3
“The Guarantee Commiitee . is to be |enabled to

observe the execuiion of this program, and specially * to

. inform itself at any moment regarding every detail of
. financial management of t{he Reich and of the separate
.| states; the commitiee must be accordad the sibility of
exercising every description of conirol which jt considers:
necessary for this purpose; it can prohibit any|expendifure
which it hplds to be inopportune, and prescribe jany mehod -

of increasing revendfzs which it considers posgible.”

- The headquarters of the Guarantee Commitlee were -fo .
be in Berlin. - S VA

It is obvicus, that were (his progra accepted,
German Finances weould actually no longer be in} the hapds
of the German goverument, but .completely in tHose of the
Guarantee’ Commission. Germany’s financial dependence would
be much greater than that of Turkey before the war, -~

flight of capital and of the hoarding of

Germany. ; .
be ca out, the -
control| of German

Moratorium and Pledges.

The French government would not be incli to grant
a moraforium for lenger than two years. .:This fmoraforium
would not mclude the cosis of maintaining the army of occupa-
tion, and the various commissions, nor the paymepts in kind
as prescribed by the existing agreemen:s. .
) ~“But as the three years just past have
it is impossible {o rely on Germany’s meeting thelobligations
which she has taken upon herselft the French
considers it imperative to take pledges. The Frerch govern-
ment is of the opinicn {hat the realization of the pladgss
named below does nof exceed Germany's paying capacitv,
and the pledges are not of a nature praveniing Germany
from placing her finahces on a spund basis? -

The guarantecs demanded are of| two categoriep:

»

1. Pledges guaranteeing. deliveries in kind. .

.a) Coal. An inter-aliied comm:ssion of engineers, {headed by

a chairman, is to be sent to Essen to superin end {ht manage-
ment of the coal syndicate. e strict execution of the coal
deliveries is fo be ensured by\ drders {o be issued by !the presi-
ydent to the coal syndicate and to the German transpoih service;

_ b) Wood. ~ Additional felling of trees in the state and
‘municipal foresfs of the o¢cupied ferritory in order lto epsure
|the deiiveries of wood. ]

_ ¢) In case of non-fulfilment: Requisitions, in the occupied
territory or in the Ruhr basin. -

\
2. Pledges guaranteeing payments in cash and kind.

. a) Exrort licences frqm the occupied terrilory and from
the Ruhr district are fo be issued by the inferallied commigs’on
of the occupied districts, agamnst payment in foreign spcurities;
the: amount ef this paymeuat to be determined by the cormmission.
The proceeds aré estimated at about 400 million gold marks
annually. <} . > . ;

b) Confiscation of the cus'oms revenues of the pccupicd -

territory and. of the Ruhr Valley, Revenue esiimated at 200
million gold marks. 'v X |

. c) Confiscation of the coal tax in the dctupied ferritory
and in the Ruhr Valley. A part, for instancé 30 per cent,
"{o be paid in foreign securitics, the remainder i paperf marks,
Estimated proceeds—400 mullion gold marks. In conjunction

with the deliveries in kind, the ple’ges are to yield 1 mi''ard.
gold marks yearly. The sums collected are fo be used for
securing Germamny’s paymenig after the expiration of th¢ nora-
torium. )
' 3. Sanctions.

Should the Cerman government fait (o execu'e every roint
prescribed by the commissions, as provided for in the program,

a) The military occupation of \the d sfrigts of| Essen,
Bochum and ail parts .of thel Rubr area defcrmined wmpon Dby
Marshall Foch. ‘ \ ' | .

b) The drawing' of a cusioms line east of the
occupied terriery. ' , .

whole

I
{ |
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No. 5"

5 The English reparationsplan.

" The plan submitted by Ponar Law to the Entente con-

"/ ference provides for a jeint reguiation -of the reparations and
L7 o? 1h: pimer.-allied' debts “cf the European : sfates.  Unlike
‘[ . the French plan, which is based on the lassumption that Ger-
. many cocs not want: to.‘pay, the English plan assumes that

.z ' Germany - would pay, if the payments lay within the limits of
© . Germany’s. paying dmcity, \and if the terms of payment . -ere
. go arranged as 10 make it 'desirable for Germany to liquidate
. - her debis as quickly as possible. RS E :

i/ + ' -The provisions of the English plan .are as follows.*)
N 3F Motilorium; j ! )
riod,

uring the four years then

1 Germany is to be free for a
i+ .paymenis lin .cash and in kind. .
: 'f::owing Germany is to pay. !
" .1 2 milliard gold marks annually; ||
i 'during, the 2} years then following,— -
% 2% milhard gold marks; ' ;
- and jrom then onwards Germasny is fo mg
| of at least 2% -miiliards, possibly 3% mil ‘marl
. lhe insialments exceeding 2% milliards, amounts which
. may-be designated as the variable instalmen:s, are not finally
- fixed; | their payment or non-payment is to be determined by
. special commission, which is {0 ‘examine the state of Germany's
o economics. : i : ; HEE
*tf = '5% bonds are to be issued in two geries: :

i ihe first series for the 2% milliard gold ‘marks,
- the second series for the additional.

iards; of gold marks,

granfed large deducations; the debt will be discounted at a
very high rate of interest, provided Germany begins to pay
ofi the_meb{: ;rapidly. | -

e ko

o nds can be redeemed b Gerfﬁlany:,

S B ‘at 50 per cent uniil the end of December 1023,

at 56 per: cent uniil the end of De er 1924,

« §. . .at 62 per cent until the end of mber 1925,

at €8 per cent until the end of December 1926 efc.

-.§ . An carler redemption would bring Germany an annual gain
°  of interest amounting fo 8—10 per cent The bonds can be
¢ redeemed on the same conditions by payments in kind during
" the siated periods, ‘ { 9 !

" © "~ This plan is to be submitfed/to Gerl#n.n, y on condition that
. it underfakes:. R { e ‘ ;
. 1..To 'stabilize the mark (in the cou

/. .and {o balance its budget (in the co
# 7 2 To submit to every financial conirol

. © . deem necessary for the punctual ex
.7 8. To submit—should it not be able t

{
‘ of about 6 months)
of about 2 years).
hich the allied' powers
tion of this reform.
‘convince the control
ssible to execute these

-

" organs that it has done everything

.- financial reforms—fo all decisions unanimously adopied by
¢ |~ the allied powers, including the confiscation of income and

' property in Germany and the milita occupation of Ger-
[ mman 1err§téry.beyoncyi the zone at py t occupied.

A
SR “ +  The inter-allied deb

++ .~ England is red to annui all {

_the'_iollowgmg condﬂii’eom: '

“.' L The sums® in gold paid by the allie

.. - ||/ /taly) to England, as security for th
.> .|/ 1o settle their debts to.England. |

. -~ 2 France pays fo England, ig

| that amount which 1t receives on its counterclaim on Belgium;

inter-allied debts, on

ir loans, will be used

. _ "Maiy pays 1% milliard marks to England.: - ,
: 3. The 7&393 are to place the bonds of ‘series; 2 in a common
it Aund,{ which is to be divided among the powers having

~ Claims ou ‘the. United States, in propprtion fo the amoints
§ of | these ‘claims. The bonds are Pgo be | distributed : in
Sk accordance with the key ﬁxedJ at Spa.|- |’ .
W% We may further emphasize the | following - points
. “the plam: y ' i N B

" From the 1st of January 1923§'oﬁwarcils the costs of

he army of occupation' and the inter-allied comimission’s
*e'to be credited ?n the reparation p’ayment's. :

; . As regards the choice of represeniatives in the control ;
= commissions, England proposes 1 representative each from

.. = - England, France, Belﬁxum, Italy,- America, and one neutral
> g -European power, The' German minister of finance is to
i B be chairmian of the commission, wit n¢ right {o vote, except
-, to give a casting vote, ‘He would have to carry out all ﬁ?e
i 3 o 9 s asy, e 3 s 1 i

e ) The English plan has been techhically | out
e st L et et o
it i

¥ *

{10 ‘and on_ their possible: reduction, but a foreign
of 4 years from both,

ke constant paymenis
'l'he following is the exact wording:

milliard gold marks, :
" Amortization is mot provided for, but Germany is fo. be

powers (France and-

rom the b.ox’aiis of the first series, -

o made by ¢
~occupation, commissions, etc., Germany will not' have fo pay

> here' we shall ouly :;outline;,its essentials.

instructions of the council. The council is entitled {o hold
meejings without ‘the German minister of finance in ‘cases
- concerning the exprcise of rights already p sed 'by the
- Reparations Commission or the Guarantee Commission.
: It /is obvious that this plan would signify a radical
modification of {he reparation policy hitherto pursued.

French crilicism of the English plan

In the French criticism of the English reparation pl:
after it was submitied to Poincaré, it is claimed that the English
plan signifies the annjiment of the Versailles peace treaty, for '
the allies would no longer deciie on the German obligations, |
commission, .in. |
which France, Belgium, and Italy, whose collective claims on
Germany amount {o 7D per cent of the German debt, might be
placed .in the minorify by the casting vote of the German
minister of finance. - . g .

The cancellation, of. the obligatory deliveries of toal is
another violaiion of the Versailles treaty, efc. But the main |
objection raised is that -a moratorium is to be granted for four
years without any Plpdge or guaraniee whalever.  But no -
guarantees give perfect security that Germany would ' really
pay after the mora:origm expired. - A
But France’s main objections are of a political nature.

| i
X “The English plan is illusory; its dangers become
even. more apparent when we examine the alleviations |
accorded to Germany, which enable her to shirk an easily
borne debt. - . ) it

At the present time Germany has no foreign
ebts; the cou:gsez of the mark has proportionately reduced

r internal debt, 'so that it €oes not amount to more than
a milliards gold marks, and would be reduced still more
by “the next iall of German securities. Were Germany’s
burden to be thus reduced to a sinﬁle debt only, that of
its reparation obligations, and were this debt to be reduced
to about 20 ‘milliards by the discounting device provided for
in the British plan, a debt which could be redeemed in about
15 years, and which amounts to’ less than one third of the
Fruech national debt, then, within a few years, Germany
would be the only couniry in Europe without any foreign.
debts; with. ifs increasing population, its healthy “industry,
which would not cease (o take advantage of the exceptionaf
situation, with its untouched nafural treasures of coal, wood,

and  potash, it would become the ruler of Europe, and
would confront a France reduced to one half of its' popu-
- lation, and which: would have to bear the continued and

tremendous burden of the restoration of the devastated
regions. i 4 .

. The German hegemony in Europe, which was fo
be destm{ed by the war, would be restored and consolidated
by the allies.”” ?

It throws an interesting light on the confused situation
when we see that this same train of thought, in almost the same
words, was expressed at one time by Lloyd George in the
English House of Commons. » ‘

The new English prime minister, Bonar Law, expressed
himself similarly in one of his spseches. The import of the .
English plan was that the sroximale danger from France, is much g
greater than the distant danger:that may'be occasioned by ine
possible economic reconstruction of Germany. Poincaré’s criti-
cism shows with perfect clearness that the French attach less i
poriance fo obtaining large sums from Germany in the near futu
(which would be rendered possible by toreign loans, were th
English 'solution adopfed), than to the political subjugation of
Germany, B
‘ Poincaré proceeds fo point out thaf, as the redemption -
of the bonds of Series B, provided for in the English plan,
is quite ‘unceriain, and ds the E:ea_ter part of the payments

éerm_any will used fo pay the costs of .

more than 20 milliardg in actual reparations, and of thi§ sum, ke
France would not receive more than 11 milliards. He then mak
the following calculation: -~ : . '
- “In the balance sheet, England and France woul
be found to ‘'emerge from the war as follows: - :

- France would owe the United States 14 milliard gol
marks. Her remgining biuirdens for pensions, and for th
restoration of the: devastated areas, after deducting th
11 milliards whicli she would receive as reparations, woul
‘amolt‘l'n.t to 59 imilliards, making a total of 73 milliard gol
_mar] {§2 Bie s : %




No.§ .

' England, on the other hand, would owe-the United
States 15% milliards (after deduction of the German pay.
ments ceded {fo England by France and lfaly), and would
have {uriber obligations of 30 milliards for pensions, that
is, a fotal of 45 milliards, or only 62% of {he burden falling
fo France” i
-\ With regard to the cancellation of France’s debts {o Eng-
land, Poincaré makes the following bills . i
\ : “In order to obtain 11 milliards of war debts from
. Germany, France would renounce: J 3 .
38 milliards of the obligations C,
| - 26 milliards of ker claims on Belgium, .
‘. 1 milliard in gold, depasited in the Bank of Eng-
land. And all this apart from - the sacrifices *entailed by
France in the obligations A -and B.”
. We may_further observe that Italy: and Belgium are
_ essentially on France’s side.

[ INTHERLLU.

'No Instructions frcm Mascow —
No War against the Bocurgeoisie

' “(RILU.\V:The revolutionary miners affiliated to the Red-

International of Labor Unions copsider it mecessary {o convert
“info deeds the words spoken by their representatives at The

Hazue, They have made a progosal that the Miners’ International
o affiliated to the Amsterdam Trade Union Infernational should
{ join forces and call a 24 hours protest éirike of the miners
in ail countries, against the occupation of thé Ruhr and against
the dangers of war. .This rroposal. signed by Comrade A.Kalinin
on behali of the Russian Miners’ Union, the Union of Hand and
 Brain Workers of Germany, the United Miners’ Federation of
France, the Miners’ Union of Alsace-Lorraine, the Bulgar.an
Miners’ Union, and {l.: Federation of Chilian Miners, and ad-
dressed ' to the secretary of the reformist international, Frank
Hodges, reads as follows:

| “ The occupation of the Ruhr area is an attack on
‘the German and French miners. The international situa-
tion has become so acute that the outbreak of war is im-
minent. In accordance with the resolufions of the Frank-
fort Congress, the miners are bound tfo fight against
imperialism and against the Spa agreement. The under-
signed organizations therefore progose to you to call a
24 protest strike of the miners in all countries
against the occupation of the Ruhr- and against the
dangers of war. We await an immediate reply.” '

_The following reply was received to this {elegram:

; “The Miners’ International takes no instructions from
Moscow. - - Hodges, International Secretary.”

Another fact that reveals the treacherous tactics of the
‘Amsterdamers. When the Red International of Labor Unions
groposed to the Amsterdam International, in March 1922, to

as.en with joint aid to the locked-out British enginecrs, the
heroes of Amsterdam declared that their hands were full with the
relief work for starving Russia. To-day they reject the proposal
of the revolutionary miners’ unions, 1o join them in a common
~ struggle against war,—with the stupid impudent excuse that the
* Amsterdamers take no instructions from Moscow. Sassenback
himself, the 3rd secretary of the Amsierdam Trade Union Inter-
national, and the mainsfay of the German Amsierdamers, pleaded
- that no n:&fmumal mass sirike against the Ruhr occupation be

o ‘

| The Amsterdamers warn the German workers against
nationalism and chauvinism. But at the same time, the Vorwdirts
favors a national strike, because it considers such a strike to be
the only means by which the proletariat can save the German
nation. The poor simpletons have entirely iorioetten that in 1848,
Marx proclaimed that the nation can only then be saved, when the
" proletariat constitutes itself as the nation.

 The situation is clear: The revolutionary workers want’

- pevolutionary class war against imperialism. The Amsterdamers
do not want class war; once more they seek to save capitalism

T

il

“ {ion movement. They have organize

s ; |+

. Letter of C.I. and R.1. L.

To the Bureau of the Infernational Trade Union Fed "iion and
| to the Executive Committee of Mﬁe Second Infernatjenal.

Dear Colleagues, Moscow, Jan. 1‘5, 1923. .

You are informed of the present fragic sifuatipn of the
Italian proletariat. Fascism is destrqying the labor orgpnizdtion$:
with fire and sword,, is killing hundreds of the proletariat of
Italy. The Itahan working, class is being defeated in lhf

against the black reaction let louse against it. If-the international
proletariat, no matter to what pelifical tendency it belongs, does,
not spring forward ‘'into action, and take energetic/ defensive
measures against the Fascist robbers, the ltalian proletariat will
be bled {o death. The Communist | International, and {he Red

;ger:senta(ives for the purpose of jonily considering las to the
| best practical measures te be adepted in the conilict against

. International of Lakor Unions, pr(éjose to join with your re-

| Fascism, and for working out a number of 4
adapted for aiding our Italian brothers'in their struggle against
reaction. We for our Part beg you :}‘mnstilule jointly an inter-
|national ccmmitiee of action :which will
organizations of the whole world, and «of every tendendy, to fight
against Fascism. I the workers of all|couniries do nof break the
power of Fascist reacton in Italy, they themselves will fail
victims to the Fascism which -already. hangs over their heads
in their own countries. We.are prepared beforehand {9 accept all
your prorosals which are adapred e fhe fight against Fascism,
and {o aid the Italian proletariat in i
from bllian reactic;‘n. i M,
- oping {o hear in ycur pro reply that you are pre-
pared to {ake up joint action againsw:he l"pascist ‘bandits, we Nﬁ
you to accept the assurance of |our sincere int_ema.tiopa
sentiments. : R i
The Presidium of the Cg‘mmuniat International
The Bureau of the Red Interngtional cf LaborUnious.
(signed) A. Lozovsky. '

Amalgama‘ion Movement
in America :
By Wm. Z. Foster (Chicago). |

The United States. and Canada have |
lands of craft uniopism.

separatism prevailing in our lator movement, all that is heces-

is {o compare the American Federation of Labor with the -

8a
A.B.Q,B. (Allgemeiner Deutscher Gewerkschaftgbund, i. e., Gene-
ral German Labor Union Federation), The A.F. of L. has less

_than 3,000.000 members, yet it is divided into 117 national unions;

whereas the A.D.G.B., with approximately 8,000,000 members,
has only 49 national unions. In other words, the average member-
ship oiythé unions in the A.F. of L. is but 24,000; as against.
an everage of 163,000 in the A.D.G.B.

The workers have long realized the weakness of the !rade
unions, but no real work for industrial unionism was accomplished
in the old unions until 1920-1921. The Trade Union Educafional

_League, the represenjative of the R LL.U. in America, i$ carry-

ing_ on a most active campaign for -amalgamation| of the old
.craft unions into modern industrial o;gamzahonsy with sur-

prisingly - effective results. Fully hal

unionism. The movement first {ook shape in a resolution adopted
}?' the Chicago Federation of Labor, representing 300,000 workers.
hen eleven State Federations, including Minnesota, - Colorado,
Utah, Washingion, Oregon, Nebraska, South Dakota, Michigan
Ohio, .Indiana, and Wisconsin, declared in favor of combining all
the _existing unions info a series of indusirial organizations.
Seven national organizations, including A the Railway Clerks,
Railway Trackmen, Butchers, Firefighters, Typographical, Mens
Clothing- ‘Workers, and Food Wo
Besides this there were thousands of
trades councils. : '

{ the Ameriean labor
movement has been led to declare iiself in favor tminduslnal

| unions and central

erally in the amalgama-
ational rank and file
This commiftee has issued
e sixteen railroad unions.
s in|the railroad industry.
ts of it. Enmcouraged

| [
In the principal industries the s}t;ﬁon is about as folows:-
a

The railroad men are taking the lead

committee {o carry on the prppalgbai:da.
a plan of amalgamation -to combine
This wag sent out to 12,000 local uni
As a result, at least 4,000 sent in endo
by this response, ihe Nati Comit

||

struggle -

practical| measures

call upon |the labor

struggle for emancipation

THE LABOR MOVEMENT J ~

g been °classic -
To indicate the extr¢me condition of -
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ers, the same course.-
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* " "Engravers, the Electrotypers, and th m :
. against it. The heads of the latter’organizations are trying to

"t~ —more than 300.
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7. xest, includi:f

_*employing

-+ workers in the in

- | most complete industrial form of any ‘miners
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is Conlerence, warning their
. There were present 425

~tion amd to actually bring it atout.| ational Comittee was
_instructed o {ry 1c organize a general amalgamation’convention

ference mapp?ul an active campﬂ%i‘eto IJmpularize amalgama-

. of all the uiions, and 18’ now in corg'esponggnoe with them upon

 this matter.

: i1 | i ‘
In the printing trades, a strong amalgamation movement

" is also going aliead. The organizagon to/take the lead in this

was the International Typographical Union, which at its. last
_convention, went‘on record for one union in the printing industry.
“The Typographica! Union comprises about 50 % of the organized

' workers in the printing trades, and ks a varﬂ powerful organiza-
tion. Iis officials are now negotiating with the.heads of the other
-organizations looking to a general consolidation. The Bookbinders
have gone on recor§ in favor of the proposition, but the Photo-
-Pressmen, have declared
ve ‘adopted a sysiem of federatiog', to forcstall amalgamation.

n order to hasten the movement and to lend real power to it, the
left-wing milifants, under the guidance of the Trade Union

\ !

Educational League, are organizing nationally fo, carry on an

- active amalgamation propaganda in all the five principal printing |

trades unions. -~
' In:the clothing

4 : trades the am:algamaiidn movement is also
strong. The leadin,

unicn of the |industry, the Amalgamated

‘Clothing Workers, declared at its last convention in favor of one '

Tunion in the clothing industry. It is an independent union. The
the Ladies’ Garment Workers, the Carpmakers, the

‘Furriers, and the Tailors, are affiliated to the A.F. of L. The

' latter four organizations favor federation, and at the present time

are working to esiablish that rather than amalgamation. The
clothing indusiry is the best organized of a ica,
the left-wing elements are the very powerful in the organizations.

~ These have formed a Natiopal Comittee, one of the principal
. objects of which is to bri
. industry.

about one union in the clothin
They refuse to satisfied | with - the substitute o
federation, but are ioing ahead demanding a complete amalga-
mation throughout the industry. | ' | |

<~ In the metal trades, the ai
making headway. This movement,

algamation movement is also
ise one of the rank and

% file, goes hand in hand with the amalgamation movement amon

the railroad workers, the two indusiries |being closely relate

- " /About ten years ago the International Association of Machinists

~ (machine’ builders) declared in favor of one umon in the metal
1“12’ but their officials never made any campoaign in favor of it,
con ,t_inﬁethemzxelves with accepting refusals from the officials
_of the other metal unions The metal trades are very- poorly
organized :in the United Stales and €Canada. Of a grani
of approximately 4,000000 employed iin the metal industr;
of them are orgazﬁﬁed, and most of these-are
employed in the railroad shops. The great steel indusiry,
450,000 men, is almost compleiely unorganized. The
“metal unions are divided info 24 principal organizations, which
have not even a federation ‘among | themselvés. The new rank

total

-+ and file. movement hopes o put-an end to this incredible confusion
_-and weakness by drawinF all the organizations together, A. F.
. of L. and independent. alik

e, into one powerful body.

The textiie industry is ‘anothér that is bad(liv broken, tiot
80 much because of craft unionism. as becduse of dual unionism.
T re are several principal unions in the industry, nearly all of
which are industrial in character, but none of which have an
Aconsiderable strengih. Of n’¢g fotal of 1,000,000 textile

ustry, not more than 100,000 are organized.

Recently, several of the independent unions, which are mostly of a

_m Idly socialistic character, combingd in a federation. The Trade
Union. Educational League is now drganizing a left-wing move-

. ment in all these unions, A.F. of L. and |independent, to bring

them all togetker in one body. Therelis a sl%rong sentiment among:

the rank and file for consolidation. But as usual -the officials o
many of the unions oppose-the bringing together of the organiza-
tions into one union. | ‘
~ The coal' mining industr
organized, there being some 5(0.0
the ‘unions. There is one union in {he induStry, the United Mine
Workers of America, ‘which, strangely enough, has probably the
s : 's' union in the world.
It includés in its ranks not only the actual coal miners, but also
all mechanics and’ laborers of every description working in and
around ihe nt'nes.” In the Food, Building, Boot and Shoe, and
other industries, amalgamation vm,m}'emems, are also developing.

America is fairly -well

,f‘c'on.',.iqi“ﬁy. and means to lny tdb'tmi the amalgamation. The-
. officials of many unions denoun lere: I ;
: members 1o Have nothing whalever to do with it. In spite of this
A opmi_ﬁg-nl.ol;howev:r. the Con{e{a;oe
‘.. icember and was a great su
- delegates from ail over the United States and Canada. The Con-

as held in Chicago on De-

. be .e'm:nated.

of apy in America, and:

, not’

“other hand the program

out of a total of 750,000 in |

* driyen

< WSRO

In ,!ihe Boot indehoe industry, particularly, séveral independent
unions amaigamaited their forces x:ecent;{. Combined, they equal
in strength ‘the A.F. of L. union.” The Trade Union Educational

“iLeague is working to bring akout a - combination” betweén this

independent amal

lgamation’ and the A. F. of L. umion.

<= In view of this wide-spread movecment for amalgamation

that is going on, the {rade union officials are very much alarmad.
They can readily see that many of their easy jots ‘are abtout to

consequentiy, t 3 are showing great hostility.
But the rank and file are arousad and are determined to put an
end to craft unignism. In the recent convention of the Railroad
Trackmen, which was made up of 1,500 delegates represeniing .

. 20020 members, the officials {ried to defeat a resolution calling

for amalgamation. In conseguence, 19 of them, including .he
General President and the General Secreiary, were . 2pt out
of office, and neéw ones were elected. This event, unparralleled
in American labor hisiory, has caused consternation in the raiks
of conservative {rade union officialdom. It has made them very

‘cautious in fighting the amalgamation movement. The rank and

file are aroused.; Kuthless American capifalism has faught them
the futility of crait unionism. The slogan of the new movement
is “amalgamation or annihilation”. In spite of the opposition
of the officials, most important consolidations of American trade
unions are bound fo occur in the near future.

The Trade Union Movement in
Italy after the Fascist “Revolution
[ © By Laigi Repossi (Milan). : :

The frade union movement ‘in Italy has suffered’ much
through the “ revoluion" of the Fascisti. The railwaymen’s
trade union hag lost oné half of its mcmbers, the Federation
(C.G.L.) now comprises no more than 200,000 to 300,000 orgae.
nized workers; 1he Italian Trade Union Alliance {Unione Sin-
dacale Italian) practically no longer exists, apart from a_few
small groups in cer.ain places; the Popolar: (Christian), al-
though affiliated with the Fascisti, also reports a reduction of
memcership. Only the membership of the Fascist trade unions
has increaged. : ,

:  These circumstances make it particularly necessary for-
all those who meet on the common ground of class war to unite.
But the reformsis, who are much worried over the influence
g:.med by the commumnists among the organized masses, and are

ides anxious {o find a possibility of alliance with the Fascisti,
while talking of the unity of the trade unions, in reality utilize the
political sifuation for avoiding the convocation of congresses in
which they would inevitably suffer defeat. They are making
use of their position as leaders in order to dictaté aliera-
tions ig the organization and in the fundamental program

-of the"trade unions, alierations in complefe contradiction te

thie whole line of developmant of the unions. They seek fo unite
with the natiopalisis, and launch a campaign - for driving
out the comrmunisis. The Fascisti have never had better alles,
the proletari&t pever more efficient befrayers. The program of
the “Comumittee| for Trade Union Unity” (Comitato per I'Unitd

- Sindacale) now' formed in lialy, bears witness fo: the ftruth of

this statement. In this commitiee we find Rinaldo Rigola, Ettore
Gaetani (reformisis), Alceste de Ambris, Olivetti (national syn-
dicalists), Ronzani (d’Annunzio syndicalist), -

. At the meeting at which this committee for trade union
unit; was founded, they laid down their programmatic prin-
ciples by proclaiming above all, adherence in the most decisive
form {o the tg:mdple of nationalism; the trade unions must never
act against the pation; the trade unions wage the class war for the
improvement of the position of; the proletariat, but only on cule
tural lines. Cosoperation with the bourgeoisie, where this is in
the interests of the prolefariat, was also emphazised as a_funda.
meéntal prjhéiple. Silence was preserved as fo international re-
lations, as also ‘on the ox;Famzalions of the Fascisti, But on the

d istinctly, declares that those who deriine
to recognize the nationalist principle and the cooperation of the
classes, cannot’ belong fo the {rade unions. Trade unions
as such must have no connection with any party; besides this, it
is prohibifed to-form nuclei within the trade unions. ¢

. From ali this jt may. be 'seen that the main endeavor is to
exclude the commupists from the trade union movement. The
official leadership of the C.GL. raises no objections fo this
policy; in’ the Iast number of iis organ,.the Batfaglie Sindacali,
it is;clearly -stated that only “pure criticism” is permitted in
the free frade gnions: if the communists intend continuing their
strqgg%ugor {hie revolutionizing of the movement, they will be

ut. Add while all this is being underfaken against us,
every effort is being made towards unily with the Fascisti. At
oiie time the Fascisti pretended to be willing 1o join a moveinent



i

a4t

. towards mvxity,» but now they
.-sthat the whole organization

.they will refuse.
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set difficult conditions, and demand
“deziares itself for Fascism, and
abandons all connect.on with the Amsterdam or any o her Inter-
national. Will the reiormusis reiuse fo do this?. Yes, to-day

But later? ‘hey have already made »manr
concessions. 1he trade union movement has been stripped of all
idealism, noth.ng remains but the business sigde, and it is {0 be
feared ihat the leaders of the C.G.L., for the 'sake of being per-
mitied fo remain at the head of the movement, will accept

. “everything the Kascisti choose {o dictate:

" At the time when the Fascisti commenced their offensivy

they invariably insisted that they had nothing against the

.. by Fascisti.
e

- in the Fascist trade unions in order {o o tain work. This is the -

‘reason why the membership of the Fascist irade umpuEs

- a few days
- membership.

. mate infercsis of the proletariat.
_ Fascisti for obiaining members k
_have now added iresh-methods; state assisance, thz state ap--

they wcuid always deiend the legii-
The me hods employed by tl.e
are well known; to these they

clefariat, on the contrary,

_pointing them to all positions in the comm;ssions, o1d granting

staté contracis solely {0 coopera.ive sociéties founded or managed
1he iabor exchange, for instance, has been left to
m, by which a large part of the proletariat is forced (o enroll

as so
increased, and 1s now alleged to approach a million, Edmondo
Rossoni, general secrefary of the lascist trade unions, declared
ago that he has disiributed 250,000 new cards of
i 1t must be fur.her observed that the Fascist trade
‘unions_not omiy count workers among their members, but the
owners o1 indusirial undertakings, so that they are not trade
unions at all m the sirict sense o the term.

The program and methods of the Fascist ofganizations
are as iollows: To the class war they opposz the siruggle of

' ¢ individual capacity ”; an individual in order to be spurred on to

work must not te paid in accordance with a wage scale, but in
proportion 1o his performance. This is the whole basis of their
program, whose identity with the theories of bourgeois capitalism

'is perfectly obvious

« In the Fascist. trade unions the members have no —oice
whatever; the episode of the seamen is characteristic of this. In
the treaty of alliance entered into between d’Anmnunzio and Giul-
letti for the ‘“socialist? seamep, and Mussolini for the Fascisti,
it is expressly stated that every demand and action of the

- geamen must {irst receive the approval of the Fascist party!

At the present time the situation of the workers in Italy
is one of political and economic. slavery.. No-liberty, no justice,
no rights. Imprisonment, blows, starvation wages—this today,
i§ the fate of the Italian proletariat. And despite 1his the social

‘traifors dare fo say that we are the enemies of the proletariat,

and must be driven out. And with regard to the Fascisti,

d’Arragona states that their program is not antagonistic to that,

~ of the trade unions .. .. :

" adopted the following declaration of lgr'mcip!es:

B o R

' The Revolutionary Syndicalist
Committees in Spain (C.5.R.)
- (RILU. While the Amsierdam {rade:unions of Spain

(Union General de Trabayadores) are in a state of complete dis-

solution, the work of the trade unionists sympathizing with the
R.I.L.U. gains continually' in clearness and infiuence. Oun

“Deccmber 24. delegates ircm Asturia, Biscaya, Burgos, Cata-

lonia, and the Levante, met togetuer in Biibao, and founded the
“Revolutionary Syndicalist Commitiee” (C.S.R.). The meeting

1. The C.N T. (Confederacion National del Trabay(.), syndi-

calist frade unjcn federation) must not ebcome a sceif, but must

be a strong c'ass organization, in which all workers ~ermeated with
the spirit of revolution can participate, mo matier what other
ideological conviction they may hold.

< 2 The C.N.T. must avoid evolutionist talk, and once more

- enter info the class war by means of revolutienary action, by

_ national coalition of capital.

_class in one singie revolutionary organization.

means of confronting all opporiunism and “cuitural” formulas
with the theory of collective iorce. \ ‘ :
3. Formation of the proletarian united fron{ against tuz

' capitalist.conceniration which is exerting its uimost endeavors fo

abolish the eight hour day and to reduce wages.
: 4, To strive after the union of the whole Spanish working
‘5. Affiliation with the Red Iniernational |

: of Labor Unions,
and defence of thg Russ’an revolution threatened by ‘the inter-

In order to carry out these prihcip}es, revolutionary syndi-

© ealist commitiees are fo:be formed within all organizations, and

. these ‘are tosupport all efforts towards af” liation with the

RILU. Comrade Andrés Nin is enfrusted with the representa-

tonoi the C.S.R. in, the RILU. The CSR. intend fo under-

_ living

- {ake the defence of the above principles at the next congress of the .
" C.N.T. They will apprai to the avionomous organmizations.to
_join/the 'C.N.T., ar4 will.at the same time attempt to induce the
“whole of the labor organizations of .Spain, whatever thir {=1-' |
ation of the united front, and in demand-"

dency, fo aid in the fo
ing a gcneral amnesty. \
The organ of the C.S.R. ,
publisted in Barcelona; -in which is incorporated the "})eriodi-
cal hiterio published ih Lerida (Lucha Social) and Valencia
(Accion Sindicalista). There is eyery -hope
the C.S.R. wiil resfore| the Spanish trade unions fo wseful in-
strumen{s of class war, . £ gl

| IN SOVIET RUSSIA |

Factories in
~ : in Euronpe
‘ Byi J. Larin (Moscow). . :

The {urn of the year invariably gives rise to all manner
of comparisons, statistics, and rcm niscences. The figurcs most
often adduced -are those relating {o production: what. was the
perceniage of production before the war, what is it to-day, etc.
It appears that we are still far behind Europe, that we approach
but slowly {o the Russian pre-war level; in a word, when we
write about Russ'an fat{ories {o-day, we generally speak of he
?u_an(ity only, and forget to mention {he qualitative type of the
actory—our state factary as a social factor. :

A short time a%o I received a-visit from two German

communist workers, who had come here to see the conditions.

in Russia with their own eyes, and 'who had already inspected
several large sfate factories’ in Moscow. (Both undersiand some

‘Russian.) What they related of their impressions is highly .

characteristic. ) 1

When: visiting a faciory, the first thing to be done js fo
apply o the management. ' In a European factory the manage-
ment belongs to a caste having nothing in common with the
workers, it belongs to qujte anoiher class in society than the
proletariat. Intercourse is strictly official, .and stiffi. An ordinary
worker can seldom penetrate into the manager's room, that
holy of holies of capitalism. As a contrast to this, the German

comrades were chiefly surprised at the simplicity. and freedom’

of intercourse between the management and the workers, whose
relations to one another are those of two parties with equal
rights. The manager h.mself is frequently a workman, frequently
even a workman in the same factory. And in other respects
the manager's room does not resemble fhat hostile sironghold
aga.nst the working class, surrounded by h.gh walls, {0 which
the German comrades are accustomed fo at home. The first
pont which attracted their attention therefore was something
which is new and does not exist in Westerri Europe, the intimate,
comradelike, united regime of the Russian state undertaking.
Within the walls of the Russian Soviet factory there is no ruie
of a class of masters over|a ciass of servarts, the system on
which all bourgeois factory administrat.on is based. We have been
in the revolution  so ong. We have become so
accustofmed {o the new manner of intercourse, worthy of human
beings, which prevails in the Soviet factory, that we can only
correcily estimate the extent of the change from the impression
it makes on the foreigner. The entire social type of our
has changed. ‘»‘ . : ‘

Our guests pass from the management fo the workers,
and converse with these on-varjous mafters. What surprises
them here is the ent'rely new relations of ‘the Russian workers
to their factery. In Europe|the workman re%‘ards ‘his' factory
as something entireiy .strange to him. When his weork _js doune

he thinks no more of the i3ctory. Work finished, tht German .

workman goes {o h's union| h's party organization, his spor
club; he agcupies himself
déscription, but never with
successes or failures of its| production, ielc. While speaking
with their Russian comrades, \{he German comrades were chiefly
surprised at the way in which the Russian workers take an
inferest ‘in everything perfaining fo the state factory in ‘which
they work, The Russian Scviet werker is
to tell a s{ranger that the production of kLis factory is increasing

‘instead of falling, that the average productivily is rising, 4hat it/

amounis to so much and so forth. In one word, the fact of tt
existence of the proletarian dictatorship entirely changes the
inner relaions between the workers and their work. = - :
Work ceases fo be something alien, dead, indifferent: The
workers know that they are-working for ihe whole pouptry, not
for the private profit of ‘som blood-sucking bourgeois leech.
5. B - e BT SRS R
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And this “consciousness, which no worker in a capitalist cr
- ' bourgecis state underiak ng can have—tlis consciousness, works
‘. miracles. Often encugh the Kussian worker continues working
under circumstances which would be unbearabie to his Western
European colleagues. 1t is thanks {o this characleristic, which
extraordinarily increases the eiasticity apd power of resistance
.\ of Soviet economics, that Russian indusiry has been able to over-
. _come the unheard of difficultics’ of the [last few years, and to
7. work up into its present easier sifuation, wal o
S .'Iq-nis changed relation with regard to work is most cleéarly

‘. 1o be observed, when a workman receivEs"_some distinction for '
X 4

- especially successiul or -seli-sacrificing work |(he is for instance
_declared--a hero of indusiry, etc.).s It may also happen. in

. Germany that a workman rcceives some distinction from. his
chiel. But hére he is almost ashamed of it, he attempts o hide

- the {act of Raving been thus distinguished bg adopting ‘a sort
.- - of condescending irony with regard o -it. The etiqueiie of the
- European working class demanas that no worker earn special
¢ : distinction from the chief, for such doubifu! honors -are likely
10 bring him into suspicion of being sn oprormmst,_}a renegade,
- teic. But if a workman m=s a ** hero;of work” in a Russian
25 R ‘41 ~r=y he is held in special homor, he is not ashamed
. ~urd poiut wh.ch surprised the foreign guests,-in the.
* king, was the: highly deve:ofed social life

- "Rusy ... ostote uadertal v e al i
;6. in ihe iactory itsell. The German worker also lives: much in
{* rsociely, but quite outside of the undertaking in which he simply
»  discharges his obligation to work. The Russian worker, on the
-~ _other hand, has taken :on of his faciory in fhis respect
- -as well, he feels himself at home there. He holds all meetings
© . «in the faclory, whether these be general meetintgs, or ones
- “relating to vocation, delegations, etc.; and in the factory itsell
. he has hig premises for his club, shop stewards’ consultations,
. €ie. This possibility of feeling himself master in his own house
, > is chiefly due 1o the fact that the worker can exercise the most
- far-reaching 'oontrol over the adminisiration of the undertaking;
+1 with the-aid 'of the communist nucleus and the shop stewards,
ihe kan have any manager removed from; his post whose actions

~/| are disadvantageous fo the working clags, Indeed, it is bound.
[ 'to'be so0 in a land of proletarian dictatorship, and these per--

-sonal observations of our foreign guesis have made the diff:rence
' between the European (and our pre-revolutionary) order of

.. . things and the proletarian dictalorship clearer,to them than

7. a hundred lu;xlgth’y pamphlets could. do. | New [life is springing

}., “up on the soil of free work, a new regime. To-day it is only
. germinating, the best is still to come. ’ '

*
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[ RELIEF FOR RUSSIA
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- Conference of the International
| Workers’ Relief EP Berlin

| The executive .of "the International Workers’ Relie
' s convened ifs Committee of Seventeen o 'a conference in Berlin
"= on' January 18. Comrade M) g opened the session. Among
- those ‘present were: rep tatives of the Comintern, a
{: Tepresentative of the Profintern,

-/ trade unions, and one represenfative. each| from  Ameri
~_Scandinavia, England, France, Belgium, | Holland,
&' . Germany, Russia, Switzerland, Czecho-Sko kia Japan, a
; I . Balkans, Miinzenberg proposed that the Committee of Séventeen
. . be increased by three further-members, i. ¢, a epfative from
- Japan, South America, and Austria. - The comradeg €lected to the
~ - chair for the conference were: Klara Zetkin, Germany, Roland-
. Hoelsf, Helland, Kameneva, Russia,' Rosa Blanchet, France, Kata-
i -yamg, Japan, Whitehead, f’_ngl_and, and Nexg/ Denmark.

v+ ~Comrade Krestinsky, as represenjative, of the Russian
|- . goyvernment, welcomed the delegates, apd expressed thanks for
i /the aid already rendered. He asked fhat the proletariat of
- ‘Soviet Russia be /further supported
- “conlinued, by international solidapity. | 1 :

ke - Comrade Kameneva, as répresentative of the ANl Russian
- Commiftee Jor combatting jHe results of the famine, greeted
i ihe, vongress. She | expres

_ mational  solidarity of the workers, working through the

.~ ecotiomic relief moveprént, will help ta wipe out the | conse-

 guences :o!’l’lxe_,iami ¢, ahd aid reconstryction,

oo . delegrams ©f greeting were received from the All
- Ukrainian Soviet'congress of Kharkov, and from the 3. Soviet
# e Tartar republic. - These tele
e%p. foreign comrades, and a

ed for further

t
<
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-culties, the loan has already been

"for I am convin

- commercial undertakings, is one amon

representative of the Russian

and- thg economi¢ aid

ed her confidence that the inter- -

rams expressed

%

The agenda was as follows: Fed : :
1. Loan questions; speakers: Miinzenberg and represea-
. tatives from the various coun.ries. 35
2. "1he undertakings in Russia and the utilization of the
- loan; ‘comrade x\amqne:a. ] ' b, :
‘The question of children’s relief; speaker for Russia,
comrade Kamgnev, jor the other couniries comrade
i {ohanna Dérlel. ‘ |
he parcel service. A Moo 2
The activitiy of the International Workers’ Relief.
General propaganda.
Organizatory questions. _ N
Joint work with other Workers’ Relief Organizations. .
Comrade Minze.berg, in his report on the ioan question,
spoke ot the good ‘prospects opened out for the IWR. by the
new econcmic policy of Soviet Russia, He was glad 1o be able
to report  that the leading circles of the Russian government .
are supporting the IWR. by word and deed, that ever-widening
circles-of workers are placing themselves af the service of pro-
ductive relief, and that the floating of the international workers'
loan to the value of one million collars, guaranteed by Russiat
has created a bagis upon which the International Workers
Relief can further aid in building up the Russian Soyiet republic,
In spite of uniavorable economic conditions and severe depression
in most, of the countries of western Europe; and after having to
overcome legal, {ipancial technical, and - organizatory difii-
floated and is' being
subscribed fo”in many countries of the world. - ,
i Miinzenberg reported a conversation with Krassin, who
had expressed himself as follows in the question of the Workers'
Relief: “You may assured of my support in every respect,
that under present conditions the greatest -
result can grow out of the smallest effort. During the short
time in which work has been done for the loan, 80,000 dollars
have already been subscribed. The “Indusirial and Commercial
Corporation, Internationai Workers® Aid for Soviet Russia”,
founded for carrying out the work of the loan and for running
many mediums fowards
securing and carrying out the proletarian revolution. The
International Workers’s Loan is mot only a bold financial
transaction, it sigrifies an equally sﬁlendxd propaganda for
Soviet Russia among the workers of the whole world, not only
in communist circlgs, but among the broad masses of trade
unionigts, social democrats, membzrs of cooperative societies, . %"
The representativés of the various countries r;rorted on
the state of their @ activity.” Nexé on- Denmark,. Martin for

w

prove

' America, In America the 1 million dollar loan floated by the

Amalgamated Clothin

, Workers, is receiving our support,
but ‘the prospects for id-

the IWR. are f{avorable.

. schmidt reported .on Argentine, where the Relief action
¢ 18 ‘_slfreadingi Linderot reported on Sweden, where successful
< WOr
:Holand, and in conjunction with this on Norway.

reported on
! he Dutch
committee is occupied in work for the loan,.the results are
excellent, and it may already be seen that im Holland at. least
100,000 guilders worth of-loan bonds will be "sold. - With regard
to Norway the speaker rted that internal difficulties have

is being . done for the loan. Kruyt

retarded work for the loan, but that the this has been successfully

A brief report on Switzerland was given by Siegrisi;
here work is also ‘going on. Katayama reported on Japan, -
where the | reaction prevented = Workers' Relief =~ work
from being commenced until June of last year; since then it
has done excellent ropaghanda work among the workers, and
has also contributed to the establishment of the united front
between the syndicalist and communist parties. Collections of
‘money have also commenced. Jalian gave the report on
-l,tal{é where Mussolini’s white™ dicta‘orship venis . open
work © Kokn reported| on Czecho-Slovakia, where no great
preparation has been required o interest numerous workers
and labor groups in the loan, gnd from where the first cash
instalments have already been sent to the Berlin commitiee. 1t
is intended {0 work on the broadest possible basis in Czecho.
Slovakia, in order to include all sections of workers. Matthien
reported on Belgium, Alkaley on Bulgaria, Rosa 'Blanchet "on
France, Whil¢head . on England: work has- been staried in all
these countries. Many countries have formed special ldan
committees, in whi¢h hon-communist and even bourgeois circles
are represented; this is the case in Sweden, England, Denmark,
Holland, efc. . 5 b g

After the reperis, comrade Klgra Zetkin addressed the meeting. -
She dgain laid down the principles of the International Workers’
Loan, and admonished all comrades fo exert every endéavor
towards _rmdgrigig;the International Relief really effectual, fo
march determined forwards without hesitation or’ faltefing, and
fo keep the goal of proletarian development before their - eyes.

Lo
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In his concluding words, comrade Minzenberg again
referred fo the reporis from the separate countries; be staled
that despite the exisling difficuliies, and despite the economic
“impoverishment of wide strata of the working class, the loan
had been successfully started, and the goal, 1 million dollars,
would be attained. r : ;

“On the second day the sitting was opened by comirz le
- Whitehead, who submitted the following resolution 10 the dele-
gates on the International Workers’ Relief: Wi

The executive of the International Workers’ Relief is glad
10 ascerfain that the appeal made by.the International, Workers’
‘Relief, to help Soviet Russia by means of a far-reaching relief

~ action and by a workers’ loan, has found an enthusiastic echo

in wide communist and non-communist circles of*the international
. ‘working class. : . .
The executive of the Internafional. Workers’ Relief Aid
binds i.s commitices and co-operator's in the separate ‘countries,
now that the legal and technical organizatory difficulties have

been overcome, (o undertake great activity for the rapid reali- -

zafion of the loan in all countries e
[ The executive of the International Workers' - Relief
' .especially emphasizes. the mecessity for agitation for the loan
among the broad non-communist . circles of the co-operative
societies, frade umions, and the masses of indifferent. workers,
\ In order to draw the attention of the whole working
class fo the necessity of economic relief ' action and of the
workers’ loan, the e€xecutive resolves fo carry out an especially
well-prepared 20{at:on week beiore March i5. 10237
The resolution was passed unanimously. Comrade Klara
- Zetkin * then welcomad the People's' Commissar for Health,
comrade Semachro, who addressed w.. delegzfes as follov.s:
The wou °; inflicted by the Tsarist reg'me ¢a the Fo”'y of Russia
“are still visible, but we have none the less been successful in
combaifing the epidemics and pestilences causad b the former
capifalist régime, by the blockade, | and _ the famine. The
Ela;gues and- epidemics are almost exterminated. But Russia
- has the sad reputation of a high rate of . infantile
g'mo?'talil . During' the famine infantile mortalit rose
.10 35%f . We have succeeded, despite m:m( difficultics,
. and despite lack of medicines, in reducing this mortality.
Tuberculosis and syphilis are still raging, tut
- ment  is organizing comprehensive campaigns for the
| erodication of th.se social evils The number of ch. " = 1aft
- orphans by the famine and the civil war may be estimated at.
'2 million. The the IWR. can give, and has already given, help.
‘Jhe IWR. will also heip Soviet Russia by ' supporting the
ospitais and infirmaries; in the Crimea there is' special
riunity of rendering this relief productive, by aiding the
ick working men and women in the many sanatoriunmis of the
Crimea. ese sanatoriums are connected with farms and
vineyards, in which convalescent comrades cap be occupied.

After Semashko’s speech, the followin~ resolufion was
paased' ‘ ;

The conference having heard the rt ‘of the People’s
Commissar for Health on the results of the famine in its relation
- fo health, resolves to carry the fight into this sphere as well,
and to authorize the central committee to work out concrete
 measures for this purpose.

[ THE coroNEs

A Letter from South Africa
By Tom Mann.

. I have l]lsut in three months in Sou'h-Africa, eﬁdeavoring.
fo stimulate the workers to further efforts in spiteof the ex-
ceptional difficulties that surround them. -

Readers may be aware that the Gold Mine Magnates of
the Transvaal determined in the early weeks of 1922 {o infroduce
low paid native labor, and did so, replacing over four thousand
ﬁim by blacks; the blacks being paid about one fifth of ‘the
amount paid to the whites. The determined resistence displayed
' b{ the| whites fo this lowering of'the standard, brought about
' the activities generally referred to as the “revolution”. It resulted,
in-much shooting, a number were killed on bo'h sides, aver 5,000
were arrested. After’a few weeks many of these were released,
and the ofhers placed on trial, many being tried for treason by a
:peci’al Treason Court, consistit_lﬁ‘ of three judges, against whose

ecision there was no appeal. ese judges sentenced four to be

hanged, and notwithstanding profest and appeals they were

- hanged. Since then they have sentenced eleven cthers fo death,
“ but these have since been reprieved, Some four hundred others
have yet to be tried. 25
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Seeing that among those arrested and those al |
ready senfenced, are some vi the most capable and loyal mili-"~
tants, it is natural that.a spirit of depression has come over
many who feel comparatively helpless in the absence of their
miore courageous workmates. A8 a result, the Unions are
seriously weakened, leaders are in prison, rank and file are oat
of work and toycolted. 5 1 ' -

Although the oufput .of the mines is said {o be nearly
normal, there are eight thousand adult male whi‘e .mnjners un-
employed on the Witwatersrand, and there is no hope of these
obtaining employment again in South Africa; in addition there is
a similar number of young men, sons of these whites,. for whom
there is no prospect ‘ot employment. Then there are the young
Dutchman, who, in creasirg numbers are seeking to get into
industry, including the mines, as there is no Iand for them, and
econdmic pressure compels them o seck some occupation other
than™farming. Many of these drift about and become: par( of
what is known as “ the poor whites”, a body of men, mostly
Dutch, with little knowledge of how to work, -and very little op-
porluﬂity of work of any kind, other than-relief work, at a cheap
rate, on railway or other putlic work. ' N e = I

Then there is the great problem of the colored men, not
0. pressing in the Transvaal as yef, but a most serious problem
in the Cape,' Natal and Free Siate provinces. The term “ Co-
lored”, means thoseswho have some white blood in them—not' the
Natives.” These colored men chow great aptitude in learning
1rades; also in organmizing thcmselves and Eolding their own; '
but among the Whites there is yet much prejudice. .

Below these comes the almicst universal laborer, theé na-
five. My cndeavor has been {o promote a sound method of in.
dustrial organization, inspired by Communism. [ have sought
to discourage old time sectiohal methods and. tried {o bring ipto
existence a broader and better system based on industrial work-
mi class solidarity. All my mcetings have been successiul, and
I have always carried reso.utions dor industrial solidarity and
for Communism, b{ an e'ghty five per cent majority, but although
I have held over fifty meetings, it is only a small section of the
proletariat that I have been able to reach. )

The political Lator l’:r({ here has just decided, on the
advice of its peity-bourgeois leader, to eleminate its plaiuly
declared Objective calling 1or the * Socialization of Industry ”,
as being quite unneccessnril? oufspoken and causing fear and -
alarm as to what {he Labor Priy intends.” | ! '

The Comrm ’'s's are noi nt m~rous. ¢ thera s g ooy
in each industrial centre, and in Johannesburg and* Cape -Town
they carry on a regular educational campaign. Internationalism
is kept well to the front by the Communists; in Durban there is
a group of Social Democrats who try fo be loyal to old associa-
tions but who find themselves nearer to the Communist camp
than (o any other. :

A keen interest is shown as {o dévelopments in Russia.
The - capitalist press never tires of tesmirching Russia and it
has here, as elsewhere, published malicious statements served
up hot for the cccasion, utterly oblivious {o truth. This I have
been able’to deal with effectively at all meetings, but naturally
the press ‘reaches those I cannot. '

The Social Revolution is not able {o assert itself in a
country like South Africa till some really representative Euro-
pean counjry sets:the pace; but as soon as this takes place I
shall count upon. the workers of South Africa: finding ways and
means of traveiling on the high road to Communism. = Mearne .
while an increasing number are qualified to be of service in the
right direction when the crucial hour arrives. From my recenf.
experiences here I am satisfied that when Sovietism is accepted
by Germanv or Britain, South Africa will go the whole way
a{so. The Capitalist sys'em is as big a failure here as anywhere
on earth. Speed the day when it shall make way for another
regime worthy of a true civilization, one that shall afford ample
scope for men of all colors, subject fo one stipulation only,—every"
able bodied men fo do a share of work. _;

FASCISM

in Fascist italy
By A. B. (Rome). :

Officially Fascism dominates life in Italy. Faséism wishes

1o appear as a renovating factor in every sphere of -social life
After the hesitations and ‘uncertainties of the past demo-
eratic governments, we have ng:din Haly the strong government, -
the siate, the authorify regar 1% eve un,f.l-e individual as-
is” the i lLflll It bas beeq

something sacred. tis is” the : :
; R P il

i '
i



- juscribed on every wall, so fo speak. The at}nbsphere is satura-
ted with it. A rcgime of iron. Hnd '
. -But anyone who happen: iter

influence of {he Fascisi’state at the beginning of the new year,.

ed "o enfer within the sphere of

1d suddeny otserve a fypical incident, which is the more
:%l'\l'el, in that |¥t would not have been poss ble betore the”estabhqh-
ment of this sirong government: The *‘Royal QGuards”, that is,

i g agents of the stafe police, were dissatisfied with it = decree

“ " succeeded in getling the uprer Jhand again
- "The “Fascisified” [police will~ on_very 3
‘the future. In anticipation of. the organization of the Facist
‘nationz] 'militia, -which ~organizes ° 2
‘Mussolini’s commands, grours of black shirts have commenced

- -

.| a state o
- | declared

Erts 1o carry out a political conirol of t

" existence. The sole communist
- published the truth regarding the mutiny of the Royal Guards.
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v hoah
" the point of the revolver to shout “Down with Mussolini”.

-rabinieri and the \ i
the political and criminal- police, as wefl 28 1 of
_order and public morality. Fascism fis also going fo abolish -
- crime. -The first deeds of the Fascist

 scandalous, that General

' smeasures..
fand stafes
by an authorized state official. The!
/rolling the cafés are particylary
J‘assume the ﬂﬂt, as/guardians of-
* cuslomers — i
- _with by the Fascisti. The traditienal 'sys
- replaced
- Either confess or have

: évhi;&ghing,_ and keep an ey
in

~_but to 'the landfor ~cle
/.~ as the latter have done away with the sia

for their fusion with the Carabinieri, and in Turin, Na{les, and
other places they mutinied and set fire to the offices of 1he

rs reporiing {hese events were confiscated. - But one
wn-which only shows what a really stron governmeént
ble of: The troops of mutmying oyal Guards forced
their way-inlo_the cafés of the centre of Turin, compelled the
society . visifors to rise to their feet, and forced them-at

Y . Fascisti quite in accordance with Fascist methods. The Turin -
¢ newspaper:
‘- fact is
" is capa

the Fascist troops -
for the governm:ant,
roceed on very diferent Ites in

On . this occas.on - the Carabinieri and

ie Fascist troops under

doing duty in the most imporiant towns, as a support to the Ca.
police officials. -They perform the duties of
of muintenance of .

i
H

trols, forcing their

in'o housts and beating and arresling peaceful cit

: De Bonnp, chief of.

enthusiastic Fascisi, has been obliged {o adopt
He disavows the actions of the Fa

they can only be permitted

¢ 80
ce and
nter

tional, for here the police

blic morality, of acting ‘ike
twﬁhoumny;nf. S R g
Thieves and criminals o eve‘r(;; description will be dealt

of investigation is
a more up-tp-date p fure: for instance torture.
yur bones and limbs broken by the ser-
Mtﬁtﬁe whole pf Rome was thrown info
of a child. The Fascisti

vanis ‘of Iimnicte.
| pers immediately. - No-

excitement by the kidnappin
red fhat they would |find the kids
had any idea who these were. Meanwhile some suspec 8

= lud’ been arrested, and seversl of them admitied their gu.!t
* “under the infiuente of Fascist brute force. -The child has not
- been found, but justice has been done. .

must be well irformed of
e on the enemies of the fatherland.
‘considered it necessary -
X d » _ inhabitants. The .com-
mittee did not apply fo the chief of police for this purpose,
dvs, who ‘are close friends of the Fascisfi,
limitations to renis.

“— An| efficient - govi

ilan the Fascist election commitf

Every landlord received a question form jin which he had tfo

[ filt in all particulars regarding his fenants, including their poli-
| ficai vyrions. .

j s. These. were (quite innovatops.

. There ' is alsp the cemsor for letiers and newspapers.
Oificiaily this control does not exist. (The government denies its
per, the Lavoratore in Trieste, .

t

- every time they require anylhlng.;

:Thevfbélioe imii;e;j!iately appeared and confiscated the Fge; and

the paper. a with a large blank. The workers fought for

a copy- of the paper, the whole edition was sold out at once. Great:

rage on the part of the g{raidmt_ of police, who warned the
chief editor the next day: “You are not permitied o publish your
&?pe&:-a with blank spaces. The governmeni does not desire. it”.
We

ve decided on {he next occasion to fill in the censored space *

by publishing a Jolk-song: “Poor Theresa”. The song is not
new, but we are not inventive as.the Fascisti. : _

* Pasc.sm liquidates old officialdom. - Fresh forces are wan-
ted, young forces, qualified workers! And Mussolini’s followers
oceupp : : '
. ien’ dritjxku;i his coffee one morning, A

“aft‘ir a moment-of sharply concentrated deliberation” — appoine
ted the deputy Edoardo Torre, pharmaceutical chemist by pro-
fession, to the position’ of minister for railways.

. . We_shall not speak -of the r
an interview. . After many declarations and prontses about
clearing out the red railway
to ask Torre what he thought of the great
budget * But the new minister is a Fascist; he :
lessly: “I shall )tafew my opinion after the accouats have been
calcuh’t‘eﬂ”.h Great z«dx‘mratmn.rted ke ‘ eplsod T b

1l the newspapers repo the following episode: e
new mriister travelled about -He occupied himselt with instruc-
Aing the staff wilh regard to discipli
‘of the train at one stat.on, made a tremandous fuss, and threat
the most frightful punishmenis Why? The {rain was not heal

A diffident ‘railwayman ventured into the compariment wh
had been occupied by the mimster, and ascerfained that .~ . .
handle of the bealing regulator was turned over f{o “cold”.
Technical knowledge triumphed Fascistically! (K&

icit in the railway

lutionists, nor.of the new principles of justice coming into
force. As for instance the amnesty. All punishable acts commit-
ted on the occasion of political counflicts are to be amaestied on
one condition: that these deeds were committed for national pf.ur-
poses. In this naive maaner, the few Fascisti actually con
for arson and murder are {iberated. But the cruellest 'senten
co;:}tinue to be passed on the workers who dared to defend. them-
selves. :
"« The prinﬁn%

; offices of our newspaper have been invaded
and' destroyed.

here is one ‘office where the Fascists.come

N

ind “useful, typewriters and the

and take away -anything they
But if we wan{ to save

like. the prem’ses.

Legaily, we occup

our property, we must do so by night and by the aid of a master.
key. ﬁda’

I received news that the comrades have “stolen
another setting machine”. This is aciually the case. We have
“giolen” the machine, which belongs to.us. . Another Fascist
success. » ~
In Rome the Fascisti set fire to the business premises
of our publishers’ bookseliing establishment. They then accomo-
dated one of their clubs on_ the premuses. We were insured
against damages caused by rict. The insurance company infor-
'mad us that they will not pay: The loss, so they say, has not been
occasioned by fiot as stated in the contract, but by the revo-
lution. Atlicle:-so and so excludes this from claim to compene

sation . . . . Revolution! Wa cannot define the Fascist revolution
theoretically and rolitically as such. but it has probably created

so many new occasions for insurance that we shall lose the law-
suit against the insurance company. Fascist Italiy is inferesting.

: |
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every high-state position. A new life has mh s o o
ni -

rms announced by him in

1, a courageous journalist ventursd -

Suddenly he sprang d:: :

ol | db
‘We will not speak here of the persecutions. of the r}o—. ~

“they complete the destruction,

‘ AT S e s Bl Wi
, | International Press Corresporidenceé . " ‘No.B .

answered fear-
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