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[ IN THE INTERNATIONAL

A'Jolnt Commitiee of Aciion of ihe

C.l. and the R.LLU.

(Declaration of the Executive Commitiee of the C.I. and of the
Executive Bureau of the R.ILU,)

The general situation of the labor movement at the .present
time all over the world, demands a complete co-ordination of all
organizations of the woiking class, both political and economic,
that are prepured to fight againsi capitalism, The capitalist attack
which has now been raging confinuously for two years rendens

- this co-ordination urgent and imperafive. The “form ol co-
ordination is of secondary imporfance. The main peoint ot
significance is thal co-ordination is actually carried out, and can
play a part in the daily ﬁrw‘il“ of the workers.

In the first International the political parties and the trade
unions were amalgamated in one organization, During the epoch
of the second Infernational the overwhelming majority of the
political parties were ol a parliamentary opportunist character,
and shrank from revolutionary mass siruggles, while the trade
unions, with few excepiions, confined themselves exclusively to
dcleud‘ng the inferests of the working class within the limits ot
capitalism, and shrank Irom conflicts with the is state.

In our epoch of desperate political conflicts at home and
abroad, when the centralized forces of the bourgeoisie and its
state power are mercilessly atfacking the working class, when our
most elfectual fighting method must be mass action of the prole-
tariat, the co-ordination of this action is most indispensable,

On the basis of the resolutions passed by the fourth World

ress of the Commumst International and by the second

World Congress of the Red Intermational of Labor Unions, the
Execulive nittee of ithe Communistist Iniernational, and the
Executive Bureau of the Red lnfernational of Labor Unions, make
the following declaration: ,

1. A Joint commvittee of acflon will be formed by the CL
and the RILU. for the promotion of their.commen activities against
the attacks of capital, and for he leadership of the offensive and
defensive struggles of the working classes against the bourgeoisie
and its accomplices; the name of this commitiee will be “Com-
mittee of action of the CL and RILU. )

2. This committe¢ of action will be formed on the basis of
equal represenfation. The Executive Comumittee of the Cl. and the
Executive Bureau of the RILU., will each appoint three represen-
fatives (o the commitiee.

3. Besides this, joint commitiees of action Q&Yl')'enappoiulul
for conducting special campaigns, and common silbngs of the
Executive Commitiee of the Cl. and the Fxecutive Bureau of the
RILU. (or their presidiums) can be held for the purpose of de-
ciding on questions of particular importance, demanding joint
action of both organizations.

4. The mufual relations of the Comanunist Parties and the
revolutionary trade unions in the different countries are to be

ided on the basis of the resolutions passed by the fourth con-
gress of the CI. and {he seccnd congress of the RILU., and by ‘he
concrete situation obtaining in the country in question.

The bourgeoisie does not shrink ‘from co-ordinating all
the forces of its organizations (bourgeois state, parties, employ-
ers’ unions, schools, church, parliament, elc.) in the conflict
against the ‘xolemut. The leaders of the Second and Amster-
dam Internationals do the same.

The bourgeoisie and the heroes oi the Second Inter.
national, who have preached io the working class on
ltutnh:z. aulonomy, elc., have themselves struck out
mtm,.‘l‘he class must once and for a
fact, that it can only its own against capital, by concentrat-
the whole of its forces in a systematic and planned co-

tion of activity, enabling it offer the required re-
sistance agsinst the ceaseless of the capitalist class.

e
and
rescued in exchange for

"

They were received at the Vindavsk station in Moscow by
the workers of the former Riga faciory “Union”, of the railway
workshops of Moscow, and by the studenis of the communist
universily in Moscow, further by the represeniatives of the Co-
mintern, of the Lettish section and the Moscow Committee of the
Russian CP., of the Moscow Committee of the Youth Unlou, o1
the People’s Comumissariat for. Foreign Afiairs, etc. In their
speeches of welcome, the delegates expressed their conviction,
that the flames of the world revolution would soon seize even
those places from which the martyred comrades came. 1 hey con-
veyed messages of sympathy f.om the Russian workers to ‘he
Lettish comrades, who have suffered so much in the prisons of
bourgeois Latvia.

Comrades Krustin, Dermann, and Kliavs-Kliavin replied
to the welcome on behalf of the exchanged comrades. Comrade
Krustin pointed out that the leaders of white Latvia were builds
ing “democratic” Latvia on the dead bodies ol the workers who
fell in the fight for their emancipation. Comrade Dermann, de-
Euly of the Lettish national assembly, emphasizel that to-day in

atvia, the Tsarist code ot criminal law is still being used, and
that workers are being condemned ¢o death for deeds for which
even the Tsarist government seldom imposed capital punish-
ment, The Leitish courts of juslice, headed by the social demo-
cral Holzmann, has caused death sentences on communists to be
carried out.

The last speaker, comrade Kliavs-Kliavin, who, despite his
being a Russian subject, was tortured in the prisons of Latvia,
thanked the workers of Soviet Russia for their comradely re-
ception, and declared that the whole of the comrades who haa
arrived from Latvia were lully conscious that they owed their
lives to Russia, whose powerful hand had rescued l{wm from the
hangman of “democratic” Latvia. These comrades are united to
the workers of Russia by the tie of communism, and will devote
their whole work and™ their lives for the increase of the
political and economic power of Soviet Russia.

APPEALS

The Russian Medical Workers to the
Medical Personnel of all Couniries!

The 4 All Russian Cor&roess of medical employés and
workers_, representing over 350, union members, having held
is session recently in Moscow, sends Iraternal greetings to the
medical presonnel of all couniries, and imparts the iollowing
ilormation:

“The union “Wsemediksantrud” is based on the principle
of one vocation ope union, and comprises all workers employed
in the medical and veterinary profession, or (n pharmaceutical
chemistry, (Physicians, dentists, veterinary sureons, ambulance
assistants, mid-wives, infants’ nurses, pharmaceutical chemists,
druggists, etc.) in stale, public, or private institutions within the
termox_"y of the RSFSR.

he union takes an active part in solving the questions
connected with medical, sanitary, and veterinary work; it dise
cusses the most imporfant poinfs in the structure of our health
authorities, conjoinily with the economic organs, and puts forw-
ard candidates for responsible positions in the organs for the
protection of public health, hospitals, etc.

During the 5 years of Soviet government the memberg of
the union have stood shoulder fo shoulder with the workers of
Russia, and have supporied the government in all its measures.
They have fought .agam‘t epidemics and served in the field,
despite the most frightful deprivations; they have cared Yor the
sick and wounded of the R ve had faith in the
viclory of our ideals”

The appeal also contains the following:

“Comrades! Our organization is af?ﬁhbd with the Red
International of Labor Unions, notwithstanding, we appeal fo
you, who are in the ranks of ofier international organizations,
and z;opou that you enler into/close relations wifh us. We beg
you fo to exchange your experiences in the class-war with us.

We for our part will willingly give you the full benefit of
the experience gathered in the course of our work, and in this
way we may succeed in working out, conjointly with you, a
general line of common factics.

The 4th All Russian Congress of the “Wsemediksanirud”
an;.lo 1o you, comrades, fo enfer into the closest conneclion
Wil us. ’

Long live the ?r:)lehr_ian united front!

n

Long live the eqntroml proletarian revolution!
Long live the Red International of Labor Unions!
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in the heart of civilized Europe
By Karl Radek. i

at Herne, a building erected from the savings of the workers 2
for the purpose of alfording a meeting place for the Herne e |
proletariat, they set the whole furnishings of the house on fire, g
ruined the central! heating plant, and left the house filthier :
than a pig-stye. And this was done by the sons of this civilized :
nation. | this is inevitable. If the masses of iers are to
be kept under arms at all, if they are 1o be at all used for such
rapacious raids officers are obliged to instil fear against
every imaginable attack, and distrust and hate against the imme
e et 11Ty D skt Tt by bl et
sing exertions. 1t is n 0 m r ary dis
cipline; play must be given o his savage inotinc«;‘lmder and
murder must be made o'lfpenoml interest to him. are the
factics of the French officers. _

In order fo attain his goal, M. Poincaré decided

In Buer two French officers were murdered by persons
uaknown. The French occupation troops replied to this by
shooting two German workmen, and by issuing the follow-
ing decree:

¥ 1. Any act of violeuce commified against a member of
the French occupation will be ed the shooting of
the mayor at present under arrest, and by other punitive measures
o i ided ;

upoi.

: 2. From today on (March 12), from 4 o'clock in the
afternoon, the public must use the middle of the street oaly,
The population is forbidden to put hands in pockets; the arms
must be so held that the palms of the hands are visible.

3. From foday an,_u&thooe_ persons are allowed in
e e h ey
norwnf' , who are pro a pass,

B u)o‘p‘ hthmmlallﬂﬁ::‘.mbemt.

: i P4 long his stay in the Ruhr area, and nof fo quit unfil
e o e e by dorce  demands are fulfilied. We do nol Kaow how loug M. Poi

. 6. The inhabitanis are strictly prohibited from
weapons. . Anyone found a weapon m his possession wi
be brought a'twohu Moregmrt martia 1 :




But until then we are wilnesses, in this fifth year of
peace in democratic Europe, of the most savage diclatorsiip
of the bayonet atiemplin&eto dominate one of the industrially
most dev paris of world. How much was written by
the French bourgeois s on the impotence of force, so

as it was a question of predicting the collapse of the
proletarian dictatorship in Russia. But th: Russian proletarian
dictatorship was not impotent, for the wielders of this diclator-

ip, the masses of workers and peasants, were fighting for
their own cause, and were actuated by the profoundest faith
in the justice of their cause. The diclatorship in Russia was
and is supporied by the working strata of the population. The
object of this dictatorship was the class of exploiters. In the
Ruhr area the dictatorskip of the bayonet has 1 introduced,
but these bayonets are in the hands of workers and peasanis
who will presently discover that they are fighting for somebody
else’s cause, for the cause of the capitalists who do not want
10 pay any taxes. In the end, Poincaré’s dictatorship will prove
mmleu for creating even a peace of piracy. But on the other
it will become source of the profoundest rcvolutionarr
upheaval. It will not only lead to the overthrow of the French
Bourgeoisie but also of the German and the world bourgeoisie.

Even though Poincar€’s occupation troops may throw
factory managers info prison, as well as workers, slill, the
matter will be settled tomorrow, in one way or auother, by a
htg:m struck between French and German capitalists,—and the
whole burden of the dictatorship will be thrust onto the working
class. The disclosure of the conspiracy in Bavaria proved that
the nationalist circles of the Right, this German Vendée, were
ready to come to an understanding with the French troops
on separation of Bavaria from ny, on its union with
Roman Catholic Tyrol, and on the creation of a state in which
the revoluti rebekion was to be exterminated. The official
circles of the German Right naturally disown these Bavarian
traitors. But this is mere! external. Count Reventlow’s organ,
the Reichswart is not the pett publication of irresponsible
national circles. For decades Count Reventlow has been the
leading publicist of German imperialism. Even today he is one
«of General Ludendorif’s advisors. What attitude does he adopt
in this’periodical? Count Reventlow declares that under present
circumstances all talk of war with France is absurd. Resistance
will ongly be possible after all rebellion has been suppressed within
Germany itself, and all Jewish and revolutionary elements have
been annihilated. Count Reventlow is thus preaching the policy
of a pause for breath with regard to French imperialism, with the
idea of utilizing ‘the recess for a bloody settlement with the
revolutionary elements in Oe:'lmny7 Count Reventlow is preach-
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ing that which is being done by the Bavarian traitors. And
this is again scmething inevitable. counter-revoluiion
is truly unable to fighi on two fronts at the same time. It must
eitter renounce its counier-revolutionary character in the name
of nationaliem, or repounce its natioualism, for the moment, in
the name of its counter-revolutionary character. Propaganda
by word and deed. Chaflering wiﬁl French imperialism for
the subjugation of the German working class, under the pro-
tection of the French bayonet These are*guide-posis on the
road of even fhe most consistent represenfatives of German
counfer-revolution.

And it 1s this that is breaking up the ranks of German
nationalism, splitting it up into two groups corresponding 10 its
two fundamentals; capitalist and feudal nationalists are advancing
against the working class umder a foreign yoke; but sooner
or later the proletarionized petiy-bourgeois elements of nationas,
lism will realize that in reality l{ney can only defend the cause of
German national independence frem within the ranks of the
German proletariat. And on the other hand,—the German pro-
letariat, in face of the alliance between French bayonets and
Fascist black-jacks, will be forced to realize that (hey can
defend neither themselves nor the country except Ly opposing
force against force, by a de'ermined and consistent struggle.

Mr. Lloyd George, who becanie a prophet after ceasin
to be a munisier, has written an article on how the Frenc
are carrying out the Versailles peace. In this article he describes
the fe helplessness of the international bourgeoisie. He
g:)inls out that the Ruhr adventure has overthrown the shaky

lance of Europe, that it has rendered all antagonisms more
acute. He shows that, in the whole of bourgeois France there
is not a single individual capable of making up his mind to liqui-
date the crime initiated by Poincaré. He points out that the
English government was not able to do anything to prevent
this crime. We ask, what will be the inevitable result of this
complete impotence of the world bourgeoisie with regard to
the impending catastropte, whose approach the bourgeoisie sees,
but cannot prevent? The answer is extremely simple. Nobody
can tell how long the death agonies of capitalist Europe may
last. But one thing we do know--if the bourgeoisie is not
able to prevent the catastrophe, it will prevented by that class
which can Jlive without the bourgeoisie, and which doss not intend
fo be engulfed in the catastrophe. Today or tomorrow this class
will take the salvation of humanity info its hands. And the
wretched dictator, the dictator without brains, the dictator who is
only capable of destroying the Furopean bourgeoisie, will be
compelled to abdicate in favor of the dictator who has learnt by
suffering what he has to do.

The Frankior: Conierence

(Contlusion)

: Frankfort, March 18.
The second day of the congress.

Telegrams of greeting were received by the Congress from
lld'ory mb‘e?mo' the largest works in

Essen, , Hamburg, Bremen,
kg, Gl Ty, Froakioc, Bl o AN e
mes o inst

Pm«; :"d capitalism, and stated con nn;:
The followin organizations had sent lefters and

iegrame of greeng; The Gonera Trage Uslon Niiane o
s$socia via
Communist Party of Roumania, the Glasgow Trade Union Coun-
cil and hou&n,:p*nau.mm?umd

ons,
“The secretary of the International Miners' Federati
tm'mawm' o Bpcs B g
because it was convened by the Amsterdam

% was tati
S R AT e of e COTL),
Report on the situation in France

tion after the war, when a clear division was made befween
{he two camps of Reformism and Revolution. These men did not
irnp the change of situation brought about by the great war.
Ithough the revolutionary majority in the trade unions made
ex‘ensive concessions to the reformist minority, the latter brought
about the split, by which we were obligad to found the revolu-
tionary C.G.T.U. outside ot the CGT.
i The speaker then described the frightful financial situa-
tion of France, which naturally siguifies inevitable economic
ruin. *“ The national debt now amounts to 10,000 francs per head
o(tbepopuhuou,udtheninno:roopedofwi'goutlhis
debt so long as Poincaré’s m rives France one ad-
venture into another. The government, which does not
venture to call upon the war lords fo pay up, throws itself with
full violence on_the working class. A 10 % wage fax is to cure
the wretched financial conditions. But the working class protests
against this “by t sponfaneous strike movemenis, as at
Le Havre. The CG.T.U. and the C.P.F. formed a Committee of

mittee has distributed the Essen manifesto among the whole
working class; this manifesto is read in every iron works, and
bhoﬂ&umlrnmgyg‘hmg’m'm%
masses. success of our proved

lsofmmduhlveb:enlh':on e

mmmymmmmmﬁmmm@uﬁm

3

_of an effective intervention on
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from this struggle with a membership increased by thousands.
On this 18. March, the day ol ihe Commune, the day on which the
whole French proletariat thinks of its Lold champions, massacred
in thousands against the wall of Pere Lachaise, we are proud (o
represent here the proletariat of France. We shall not tolerate
another 1914, we shall sabo age the mobilization and declare a
general sirike  We appeak to the German proletariat, whose
revolutionary spirit we have here seen, 1o join us in preparing
for the revo{utimlary mass sirike against war. In the face of all
obstacles and dangers, we must lead the revolution to victory.”

Comrade Brandler: The situation in

Germany:

Today we see in Germany, as a result of the social dumo-
cratic policy, the complete collapse of capitalist ** re;onsiruction o
the collapse of finance, of food provision, and of production. The
country has a floating debt of 4!{ biliion marks. While the
enormously high prices render the food problem more and more
acute for the proletariat, the agrarians gathcr in huge profits.
Although the dollar is falling, the prices continue to risc.

The capitalist offensive becomes dailv more aggressive.

The results of the rolicy pursued since the collapse are, a
lower living standard of the proletariat, expropriation of the
lower bourgeoisie. The whole struciure of German sociely has
been thrown into utter confusion, and many members ol the intcl-
lectual and military classes have not ouly been forced into the
ranks of the proletariat, but even far belvow it. It is precisely
these elements which supply the foundation of Fascism.

The German bourgeoisie refuses o raise by faxation even
those amounts required to maintain its own siate apparatus.
00% of all taxes are raised from the wages of workers, clerks,
and officials, and only 10% of ticse direct taxes are collected
from the bourgeoisie.  The German bourgeoisie uses every pos-
sible medium jor its enrichment, even undisguised high (reason,
as recently proved by the Leden Aniline Co's deal.

Our first task is to mobilize the proletariat. lu the year
1918 we demanded an alliance with the sole proletarian slale,—
Soviet Russia. At that time the social democratic lack of faith
in the revolutionary power of the proletariat was so great that
the social dcmocra{s declared such an alliance to be uscless, for
within 3 months Czarism would be ruling Russia again.

They wen! begging to the Fn'ente bourgeoise, and fell upon
their knees before it.

And yet all the hen exisiing Entente goverumenls have
vanished; the Soviet government is the only one remaining, and
it stanids more firmly (han ever. The French proletariat will not
rebel for a Cuno or Stinnes government. But if the prolefa-
riat had the power in its lands, then the French proletarians in
uniform would have acted precisely as they did in Archangel
when they weré called upon to fight against the Soviel gevern-
ment. )

|

The French imperialists are now striving for precisely the
same aims as those siriven for by the Germans in the war.

Ou the ore side we see decay and ruin in the reactionary
rauks, and on the other side ths growing revolutionary forces
of the prolelariat.

Comrade Newbold of the English C P.

describéd the situation in Great Britain: {here is no probabilif
i i the part of the masses of Britis

workers at the present ‘Au‘n“c‘ure. After iwo years ol unprece-
dented unemploymeant, are still 400 regislered un-
employed. trade unions are weakened, and the employers
utilize every strike for the q{pou of drawing cheap labor irom
the army of unemployed. is, of course, is no excuse for the
hypocritical tactics of trade union leaders of the description of

rank Hodges, who do not thiuk at all of revolutionary action
conjointly with the workers of other countries,

The old Conservative Party, accusiomed to rule, aud in-
fernally cunning, has t about the union between Lngland
and America, under Bouar Law's leadership. i'r o he otier
hand, is comparatively isolated. So long as capitalist socicly
continues to exist, British imperialism will never. reaounce 1is
ambition of world domination. It merely waits for its chance.
The British workers are dissalisiied. Their class consciousness
is a . For the first time in history miliions of voles
were cast for the Labor Pary. But this signilies no more than
the millions of voles for B&mﬂdm‘cr‘?gﬂngwu

a presen e great
think istically; they con-
ruling and for this reason

England which we

lndt.gcndni

is wi to put all tactical differences in :
;:;:}Winuu{’hmhmhh ]
o

R R TR
Trade Union Tnterntiouais, and of the Geeral |

Declaration of the Social Democratic
Fraction.

The social democratic fraction declares 1o
nauonal Conference:

With the occupation of the Ruhr the imperialists of France
and Behiium have committed an act of war involving a frightful
danger for the proletariats of Germany, France, and Belgium.
I he occupation of the Ruhr is a blow in the face of the German
working class. But at the same time it implies the most terrible
consequences for the proletariat of France and Belgium.

* The Ruhr occupation signifes the danger of a resh infer-
national slaughter. Should, however, an
reached between Poincaré and Loucheur on the one side and
Cuno and Stinnes on the other, it will be solely-at the expense of
the prole ariat on both banks of the Rhine. The exploited of both
countries will be alike the victims of a war or of an under-
standing between the capitalists of France and Germany.

‘the Ruhr occupation has supplied fresh uouris(nmnt o
Chauvinism in France and Germany. Under the cloak of national
defence the Fascisti are arming. And in both countries the
weapons are directed against the proletariat. A new war is to
te provoked, so that the worlers may be the more ealisy
enslaved.

In this situation it is absolutely
working class form a

national and international united front,

for carrying on the struggle against the victorious imperialists,
against the war danger conjured up by the occupation of the
lwuhr, and against Fascism in every country. It is only i the
working class acts in determined unison that it can emerge vic-
torious from this fight.

We therefore demand that the United Social Democratic
Party of Germany, and the General Trade Union Alliance, put
an end to all coalition with the German bourgeoisie, and lake up
the struﬁgle for the Workers' Gevernment,

The German bourgeoisie shares the blame for the war and
(he occupation of the Ruhr

The alliance with the bourgeoisie must be replaced by the
clliance with the revolutionary prolelariat, with the Independent
Socialist Party and Communist Party of Germany, -

It is only by taking up the struggle against the German
Lourgeoisie that we shall be ‘able to establish a united fighting
front together with the working classes of France, Belgium, Eng-
land, and all other countries.

This struggle must bring us side by side with

Soviet Russia, the first and only proletarian state
in the world. '

We demand of the Second and Amsterdam Internationals
that they enter all the organizations affiliated to them into this
international class struggle. The present situation is as pregnant
with danger as that of the summer preceding the great war.

We do not want another 1914,

We therefore demand of the international labor organiza-
{ions: war against war! The social democralic fraction declares
{o the International Conference that it will do its utmost to
{urther this demand within the Social Democratic Party and the ~
independent Trade Unions.

The working class, if united with the bourgeoisie, is con-
demned fo inevitable ruin. But our own national and mtemnliongl
united fighting front renders us unconquerable, and will gain
for us peace and liberty. ) Sl

Long live the united international hghtmg front of the
proletariat against.the bourgeoisie of the whole world!

Ernst Friege. Barnewald. Erdmann. Flammiger. Appel. Alberl,

Declaration of the Independent Social
Democratic Fraction.

The invasion of French imperialism info the Rhenish-
Westphalian indusirial area, combined with the steady increase
of the Fascist danger, makes it imperiative for all pro
\orces 10 be mobilized for a determined defensive struggle. ‘This
defensive struggle can only be victorious if based on united
action of the uﬁemaﬁon_nl_ proletariat, The lust for robbery and

wer nctuaua%ein'.mahoqul capitalism and i ism - must

¢ opposed by the united front of the international ‘working class,

ready for a ion, and established on the firm foundation of purs

Eo e Evdcration o the present dangerous and ‘
: a

Sodal Democratic Party of G

[ )
iy

the Inter-

imperiative that the

situation, the

understanding be -
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Union Federation and the United Social Democratic Party, whose
non-participation in the Frankfort congress demoustrates an
attitude hostile to unity. The Independent Social Democratic
Party regards the combatting and de¢leat of this disastrous re-
vis.onist and naiionalist policy as the first need of the hour, in
order that the French and German proletari-ts, and ths prole-
fariats of the whole world, may be steeled for the struggle
against all militarist and imperialist dangers, and for the victory
over international capital, in order that the road be cleared for
H, Fuchs

{Secrclary of the national commi(let' of the shop stewards
of Mecklenburg.)\ -
E. Walther .
{Represeutative of the Party Committee.)

The uzdous invasion of French imperialism
In the Ruhr area, and the danger of ::ruh war.

The lnternational Conference now being held in Frakfort,
convened on the initiative of the Rhenish-Westphalian Snop
Stewards, and atiended by dcls tes from the most important
European counfries and the uniied workers of various tendencies:
socia, democrals, independents, syndicalists, communists, and
revolutionary trade unionists, is induced l;y :Le situation created
by the occ?:uou of the Ruhr to pass the following resolu‘ion:

ek SR fight against the tion must be carried on
with increased energy, nationally and internationally, especially
in Germany, France, and Belgium. Our slogan must be:
Out of the occupied territory!

2 The annulment of all international robber-treaties,
especially of the treaty of Versailles, must be striven for by
means of a struggle organized and executed in every country
with the uimost energy. .

3. The carrying out of this strujgte involves systematic
pm.npnda work in army in f““ and among the troops
of territory n parti . The most important task
of the coming period is the work of enlightenment among the
while and colored soldiers.

4 Systematic work must be done towards fraternizing the

vslaves of labor hounded ' gainst each other by the hostile gour-
geo.sie, towards awaken'.g brotherly solidarity between the
F cthelg'l .::d?ngﬁsh‘wléq o mﬂfu'n'm”' wT o
ren: ian, iers must have i to them

by actua deeds that the German
a.titude towards the ruling classes
The necessary restoration of the devastated

fime as the problem of res‘oration is solved by the general so-
cialist order

- 0 lropaganda Work must be intensified among the youth,
the women, and war victims of all countries. The revolutionar
youth organizations, whose work has already been attended wi
much success, as well as the revolutionary women’s organizations
must be induced to take a more active pari in the fight bein

conduzied by the whole proletariat against war, imperialism, a

‘ascig,

Vists to the Ruhr area must be i

presen atives of works and trade unions of a

ol T B
" g

real position {he .W i

workers adopt an irreconcilable

11, An International Protest Week against the Ruhr oc-
cupation must be carried out in all countries irom J5.—22. April.
These maniies(ations and “emonsirations must Le extended into
mighty pro.esis against the rapacious freaty of Versailles, against
the war danger, and against Fascism, 'I‘e labor organizations
of every political trend, d especially the great non-partisan
masses of workers, are {o be called upon to take part in these
demonsirations,

. 120 During this week the ex-parliamentary campaign
against war danger and Rubr occupation must be supported in
the parliaments and municinal representations of all countries.

13 During this international protest week the fight must
be faken up everywhere against the policy of coalition with the
bourgeoisie, The creation of the proletarian united front, and
the organization of an infernational sirike in the case of diplo-
matic and warlike complications, can only be carried through
victoriously by means of constant, persevering, and inexorable
fighting against all the measures taken by the capitalist dffensive,

14 The International Conference elects from its midst
delegations commissioned to negotiate with the Amsterdam and
Second Internationals, the Vienna Working Union, and the wor-
kers’ organizations of the different countries, on the organization
of this protest week, and on the formation of a prolefarian united
front for the struggle against Facsism, war danger, and the Ver:
sailles treaty, These delegations are 16 be composed of followers
of the various partics represented at the conference.

15 The conference elects an International Commiitee o{
Action, composed of 21 members, representing al' the politica
and economic organizations present ai the conference. Should
political or trade union organizations not yei represented at the
conference, join the international fighting “front later, they will
be enabled {o send delegates fo this Intérnational Commitee of
Action.

16. The International Committee of Action, in its capacity
of ex-party organ, is commissioned to inifiate fraternal relations
with the labor organizations of all {endencies. Where the heads
of the national and international organizations refuse to coperafe
with the commitiee, the latter is commissioned fo appeal directly
fo the masses, the shop stewards, and the local organizations.

. 17. The International Commitee of Action is commisioned
fo mobilize all political and economic organizations of the.
workers for the struggle against internationa imperialism. For
this purpose the International Committee of Action is fo enter
Into nego'iations with all labor organizations regarding the con-
vention of an Imternational Labor World Conpress to combat
war, imperialism, and Fascism.

18, The conference commissions the Infernational
Comitiee of Action fp create a fund for establishing the infer-
national united fightpg front. Al workers are fo organize
collections for this Fighting Fund, and to delivar up the amounts
collected to the International Commitiee of Action.

As the occupation of the Ruhr area is a result of the
Franco-Anglo-German conflict for hegemony, the revolutionar.{

::ik:n of these countries are faced with a number of speci

In France,

where the Communist Party and the Unitarian Labor Coufede
ration have been carrying on a violent struggle against their

ialist “bourgeoisie, this struggle mus{ be intensified.
“Down with the Versailles peace treaty!” “Out of Germany!”
these must be the slogans cast abroad at all meetings held among
the broad masses. Agitation and propaganda are to be supple-
mented by demonstrations, and the struggle concentrated on the

iollowi;g g?inu: sigh :
[ against high prices; against the wage tax; against.
the uplﬁlaaan of the colonies; for their ¢m¢‘5hw'oa; against
the use of th: army and of colored troops, especially in social
waﬂlﬁc ween capital labor; for the W all taxa-
tion on the Koperdd classes; for the n of standing
:;::z:s; l:t"l d:u expression of opinion among officials; jor
armi proletariat.
The united front tactics, which have already achieved
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To throw Poincaré out, with the @id of the international
action of the working class.

Today the situation is different from that of 1914; today
the working class is determined to defeat the exiernal enemy, and
fo solve the conflict in the interests of the proletariat. At the
same time it represents ghe interests of the broadest nou-prole-
tarian masses, While the bourgeoisie paralyses the delence
against the Rubr occupation by its readiness to come (o an
understanding with the French bourgeoisie, and to join it in
exploiting the workers, the working class is_mobilizing, and or-
ranizing the revolutionary fighting staff against French imperia-
ism,

In order to check the imferinlist plans of the French bour-
geoisie, in order to create the firmes| solidarity in the inter-

national working class, it is imperiative to unfold a mass struggle

jor the overthrow of the Cuno government and the
establishment of a revolutionary labor movement.

While the Social Democratic Party and trade union leaders subor-
dinate the interests of the working class to tnose of the bour-
geoisie, while they support the Cuno government by every possible
means, it mus: be the task of the revolulionar{ workers to mo-
bilize the forces of the working class, especially outside of the
Ruhr area, for the struggle against the Cuno government.

This can only be done by opposing everywhere a united
revolutionary proletarian fighting front to the capitalist offensive
against wages and working hours, and to the bands of murde-
rous Fascisti paid by heavy industry. The work being done by
the shop stewards and control conunittees, towards the reduction
of prices and towards obtaining control of production, the forma-
tion of proletarian self-defence units agaiust Fascist reaction,
must be continued and extended.

The tax-dodging practised by the propertied class must be
combatied by the seizure of real values by a Workers' Govern-
ment. The working class refuses to raise the means for the
sham defense being carried on by the German bourgeoisie while
negotiating with the French bourgeoisie.

The revolutionary working class of Germany opposes
every iresh capitalist war; it will ten times rather throw the
riches of the &ermm bourgeoisie, pressed out of the German
working class, into the jaws of bloodthirsty French imperialism,
in order to win_a respite for the development of proletarian
power, than sacrifice the bodies of the German proletariat for a
capitalist war. Should this attempt at maintaining peace be
shipwrecked on French imperialist greed for land, should the
powerful support and enthusiasm called farth internationally by a
revolutionary Workers Government in Germany not cause the
then weakened Entente imperialism to abandon its attack on the
German Workers’ Government, then, a revolutionary war of de-
fence carried on by the German and Russian Red Armies, allied
to the revolutionary working class in the Entente countries, will
be able to conquer this counter-revolutionary imperialism,

England.

The revolutionary workers of Great Brifain are faced with
the task of winuing over the British Labor Party and the trade
unions for a decisive action against the occupation of territory
in Germany, and against the danger of renewed war. A com-
prehensive campaign must be carried out in the press, in Parlia-
ment, in the municipalities, by every means of publication, for the

; r&ooe of enligtening the English working class on the situation
!:‘ e Ruhr area, and on the pirate ?olicE.ol the English bour-
eoisie in Ireland, in the Near and Far East, and especially in
" , India, and Egypt. The working. class is to be organized
for the struggle against this policy now being pursued by the
ruling class.

It is necessary that the revolutionary proletariat in the

and navy conZn:t extensive pr guzl ainst the bour-

policy, and for the proletarian class struggle.

The mass unemployment, the capitalist offensive in Eng-
land, the attempis o lengthen working hours and reduce wages,
the casting of tbe whole of taxation on the working class,
the housing problem nlhhmuubemadethenbuctola

el
‘broadly planned propaganda for the establishment of t
taria Bkl oo bourgeois class rule and bour

There must be a defermined fight to restore the liberty of
the press, of assembly, of organization; for the liberation of the
political prisoners, for securing housing for the workers without
mcreased rends, against reductions in wages, against the arbi.
trary dismissal of workers and offigials for political reasons, for
the imposition of all taxation upon the bourgeoisie, for the ad-
herence to the lease agreements and for the complete retention of
the eight hour day. Legal, semi-legal, and illegal activity must be
carried energelically in the army and in the Fascist organis
zalions, ' ' J *

This work of organization, this concentration of all prole.
tarian forces in the siruggle for the defence of the life interesis
of the working masses, when supported by the solidarity of the
international proletariat, will create the necessary power for the
overthrow of the Fascist regime, -

In Czecho Slovakia, in Poland, Roumania, and Yugoslavia
where the governments are under the immediate influence of
French imperialism, and which France is anxious to convert into
a corridor through which she can find immediate access to the
frontiers of Soviet Russia, and divide up German territory, we
must concentrate oui whole propaganda on the slogans: *“ Down
with the French Exchange and its flunkeys!”, * Down with all
those who promise to give the blood of the workers for French
rold! 7 In these countries, the immediate neighbours of Soviet

ussia, particular emphasis must be laid on the readiness of the
workers of these states 1o stand on the side of Soviet Russia in
the case of war. The work of revolutionary organization in
these countries must be conducted in the closest contact with the
revolulionary workers of France and Germany, The agitation
and propaganda must be closely bound up wil{; the propaganda
and action against unemployment, high prices, taxation, political
suppression, etc.

The Russian working class, which has proved its inter-
national solidarity in the ﬁuhr crisis by great demonstrations,
collections of moeney, and consignments of corn, will support the
German and French working class determinedly in all struggles
against exploitation. The revolutionary Workers' Governments
will meet with the unqualified support of the Russian wopking
class, and with a readiness fo enfer info a fighting alliance for
the establishment and security of the rule of the working class,
with the aid of every means obtainable. The alliance of the Rus-
sian Soviet power with the victorious workers’ governments of
Western Europe will render the rule of the working class un.
conquerable.

Resolution on the struggle against lfucilm.

An additional task is imposed on the working class, that
of fighting the victorious Fascism of Italy, and the Fascism
being organized all over the world. It must overcome Fascism

litically, and orﬁaniu effective means of self-defence against
ascist violence. For this purpose the following measures must
be adopted:

1. The labor parties and labor organizations of every
tendency must form a special body in all countries, for leading
}hlel struggle against Fascism. The duties of this body are as
oHows:

a) Compilation of facts on the Fascist movement in their
own countries.

b) Systematic enlightenment of the working class re-
garding the hostile class character of the Fascist movement, by
means of newspaper articles, pamphlets, posters, meetings, ete.

c) Organization of -defence among the working
by means of enrolling and arming self defense troops. Organiza-

tion of workers’ control commitiges for preventing the trllxct
of Fascist bands or of their weapons. Ruthless crushing of all

Fascist attempts to terrorize the workers and to hinder the ex-

pression of their class will. Fa
d) Inclusion of all workers, of whatever p:ﬂ. in
struggle. Appeal to all labor parties, trade unions, and all prol
tarian mass organizations, to join in defence F
€) Combatting of Fascism in the Parliaments and
public corporations. : b S S e
f) %t‘ieon of special a:lcnhou 10 h::ﬁl’udt& ‘
working youth, from w ranks 3
recrui(s. The rev outh or
in

ganizations of sel ;
; 2. The forces of Fascism are ol
It is therefore imperafive ﬁl‘“ light
organized inter ally, r-' For thi
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a) an international campaign of enlightenment by means of
newspapers, pamphlets, pictures, mass meeungs, elc., sﬁowin the
tely anti- character of Malian Fascist rule, the

sysiematic destruction of all labor organizations and institutions

by Fascism; U

b) the organization of infernational mass metings and
demonstrations against Fascism, against the representatives of
the ltalian Fascist state abroad, etc.;

¢) utilization of the parliaments; a
ments, especially to their labor fractions, and {o the international
labor organizations. to send commissions to Italy to examipe into
the situation of the working class; (

d) struggle for the immediate liberation of all imprisoned
revolutionary proletarian fighters;

¢) material and moral su for the persecuted working
class of Italy, by means of collecting money, ﬁndinf homes for
the refugees, aiding their work abroad, etc. The International
Red Relief must be further developed to this end. The worker's
co-operatives are to be arpealed to for help;

f) the international commitiee of action is commissioned fo
consider all the ibilities of a moral, political, and material
boycott of the Italian government;

£) the conierence commissions the international committee
of action fo put itself into communication with the Provisional
International Committee for Combatting Fascism, and with the
:gaﬁnum which have been formed it, for the purpose of

shing a permanent committee.

It is imperative to hammer into the mind of the workers
that the fate of the Ttalian working class will be their fate, unless

Is {o the parlia-
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they prevent Fascism from being recruited from the less class
conscious elemen(s, and that they can only prevent this by encr-
getic revolutionary struggle aga.nst the ruling class. The labor
organizations must thereiore make an energetic and determincd
aftack against capital, for the protection of the broad masses of
the working people against exploitation, oppression, and usury.
They must oppose the pseudo-revolutionary demagogic walch-
words of Fascism by an efficiently organized mass struggle.
Further, they must crush with all their force the first attempls at
Fascist organization in their own countries.
-

. On the suggestion of comrade Clara Zetkin, it was
unanimeusly decided to send the folowing telegram to the
comrades mprisoned in Italy:

“

The International Conference at Frankfort sends the

heartiest fraterna; g‘;celings. and the warmest liberation gree-
tings, to comrades Bordiga and Serraii, and to all communist,
socialist, and revolutionary workers whom the terror of Fascist
dictatorship has banished behind prison walls, or persecufes
at home and abroad. The conference ards it as the sacred
duty of all class conscious workers to fight, in faithful soli-
danl{I with the suffering Italian proletariat, with all energy
for the l,n.beralmn of the imprisoned, and for the suppression o
Fascism. Clara Zetkin.,
The motion propesed by the Polish delegation, that the
Committee of Acujzm should make an a l‘ to the Polish
workers employed in the Rubr and in France, asking these
{0 reme¢mber ir class duty and not {o permit themselves (o
be used as tools of the bourgeoisie, was passed unanimously.

By A. Lozovsky.

Berlin, March 22, 1923.

% ine lmernauonal Conicrence at Frankfort carried us
another step forward on the road fo uniting all proletarian
forces for the struggle against war and Fascism. This con-
fercuce aroused the greatest interest among the workers, and
nghh{nw. It was the first internitional conference which had
been held since the occupation of the Ruhr valley, at which all
questions were thoroughly debated. The soul-saving speeches
which the leaders o1 the Amsterdam International delivered on
the subject of the Rubr invasion need uot be counted. Of
course nobody has t t of taking these reformist tea-parties
seriously; even those who took part in them knew pedectr‘I
that nothing would come of them. When Fimmen reflected
on the passivity of the Amsterdam International, and began to
shed tears, his colleague Oudegeest wrote an article in which

! rove that .wdm of Fimmen were

0}9 be explained by “exhaustion”. We do not know whether

immen is really exhausted or not, or whether it was the pro-

letarian conscience which spoke i him—but it is an unalterable

fact that the leaders of the Amsterdam International admitied

their own mpotence; nay more, they admitted that they have
i resolutions Hague.

were not plea
ference, but a class war conference. In

indicat ]
Our army is the whole working class; our front forms a zig-

zag line, fraversing every country i s 2
We have the hrgest .ery try in_a thousand directions,

army is still in a mhr:? % '“i
: ate of compleie passivity, is still under the
influence of bourgeois ideology; one part 4')’! it :: poiwn;i by

reform’sm, and only one part of it i
of class war, y one part of it is gathered round the flag

revolutionary workers ‘more closely together, to build a bridge

the oﬂ of irreconcilable class war. .

But the Frankfort Conference was not ouly a manifestation
of the ever-increasing unifed front of the proletariat, it was
above all a consultation held by men of ripe revolutionary
expericnce, who sef themselves councrete questions as to the
most effective methods to be adopted in the siruggle against war
dban er and Fascism, as to the means to be taken for combining
the broad masses in united organizations with one united wiki,
and for assembling the scatfercd proletarian forces in order to
lead them against the growing reaction. The Frankfort social
democraiic journal, the Volksstimme ironically named our con-
ference a “conference of war”. This newspaper wanted f{o
stigmatize us.e?' such a dcsigngtion, as the social demiocrats

with my declaration that we were no peace con-
tghis seénse the Frankfort

ference really was a war conference. lts task was fo collect

the experiences gained in the class struggle in every couniry, to
sum up these experiénces, and to work out practic:{l iormsy'and
measures for the class war. — We are quite prepared fo admit

designation of our conference as a war conference, for it
the lines on which the class war is fo be carried ..

But a part of our

It was the work of our conference to weld the

the revolutionary workers and the workers who are

members of reformist ization
& relon organizations, or who belong to no labor

apathetically aside from the socia
‘developing mrh—lo draw all these over t:

- Wnuurmum&'fm.mmmmmuum-
tasks? g conference adopted
number of practical measures S -
for our : the control
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countries as fo their immediate tasks under present circums.ances,
and pointed out the subjects on which the pro.efariat of each
couniry must concenirate under existing inlernational condi-
tions.  The program has been worked out carefully; -and this
program is no product ot a mere national movement. It is a
rouuct of the experiences gained by the revalutionary movement
m all countries. -

The Frankfort Conference difiered from the Hague con-
ference in that it did not occupy itself with pacif:st epeech-
making. The men who met in Frankiort were no pacilists, but
revolutionisis; no phrase-makers, but men of action; and they
were thus able to enter into every qu:stion of our complicated
class sirategy.

The most important strategic quesiion for the working
class is that of the international co-ordination of action. We
have scen how the Amsterdam and 2 Internationais whica were
restored with so much trouble after the war, resolved themscives
into their national constituents as scon as the war clouds lowered
in Europe. ‘lhe pacifist gossi of all countries made lame
speeches on the League of Nations, and mvci%hed against Poin-
caré for his ungentlemanly behavior, but all the same they con-
tinued to prefer the cultivation of national narrow-mindedness,
and the preference of ‘“national interests” fo class intercsis.
The Frankfort Conference has provided an actual object lesson of
what the international solidarity of the proletariat really m:ans.
While the French and Belgian reformists were making drawing-
room speeches, the French communisis and revolutionary syn-
dicalists appeared at the Frankfort Conference and there declared,
before the workers ot all countries, that they would exert every
endeavor to break the neck of rampant imperialism. And they
were not deterred from att ding the conference by the fact
that dozens of communists and syndicalists are st'll in prison
for participating in the Essen conference. In su  munner do
the revolutionary workers of all countries regaru the duties
imposed upon them by the international complications and inter-
national conflicts of today.

The leaders of the Amsterdam and 2. lnternaticnais did
not wish to appear at the Frankfort Conierence, but as they
had to do something in view of the Ruhr occupation, or otherwise
they might lose the support of all workers, the reformists of
Italy, France, England, and Belgium assembled in Faris at
the same time as the Frankfort Conference was being held,
for the purpose of seeking a solution for the problems agntalmg
the international proletariat. Vandervelde, Renaudel, MacDonald,
and Modigliani, resolved to send a deputation to Berlin fo
negotiate with the German social democrats on the reparat.ons
and on the Ruhr occupation. A sirange decision to come fo!
In the first place, why was it necessary to call the relormists
of the Entente lands together first, why not have invited the
German reformists at once? The thing is perfectly clear:
The reformists of France, Belgium, and of the countries diplo-
matically counected with them, felt themselves to be in the
pos tion of viclors with regard to the German reformists, and
st 1 upon a course with regard to them just-as the Entente
bo.rgeoisie acts towards the OGerman bourgeoisie. As soon
as iwo representatives of Entente reformism are gathered
together, they begin to 33 out about the reparations, as if it
were onl F:ance and gium which were devasiated by the
war. All this is perfectly imcomprehensible so long as we
regard the reformists as representatives of the working class,
but as soon as we regard them as reﬁresenutweq of the “Nation”,
that is, of their own bourgeoisie, their proceedings become per-
fectly comprehensible.

Fascism, recognized as a preveniive counter-revolution,
was accorded great attention by the Frankfort Conierence.
Fascism is raising its head everywhere. It Ao finally

the discontented masses, and to establish the dictatorship
of the bourgeoisie for long decades. But what is the difierence
between Fascism and , non-Fascist reaction? The fact
that Fascism misuses the ) g masses by demagogic methods,
that it endeavors to ufilize the most radical waichwords, that
it attempts to form labor or?’:inli of its own. Fascism
disintegrates the labor orgamizations, fries fo split them up
from within, to demoralize them, in order to be betler able to
le them. Not is Fascism the highest form of reaction,
e ikl 1o ol ware, | Thehlore the

tionalism, leadi 1o ' wars, ore
Conference not worked out a dn.e !?_r CGI-O’

ines
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R.LLL.U. have their source in a profound need of the broad
masses.

The Frankfort Conference was the highest cousummatios
of international solidarity in another sense also, in that the
separate groups faced the possible results of their impendin
jont struggles against the whole bourgeoisie. The Internation
Conference, in declaring that the first task of the revolutionary
workers of Germany is the gverthrow of the Cuno government
and the establishment of a workers’ government, faced the fact
that this may_lead tc a war on the part oﬁ\ﬂ;e Great and -
Litile Ententes against the 3ocial revolution in Germany. No
one doubts for a moment that the workers’ government in
Germany signifies an alliance for life or death between revolu-
tionary Germany and Soviet Russia. To a conference of inter-
nationalists sucg an alliance is a matter of course.. It would
be a strange thing if Soviet Russia would {)ermit the strangula-
tion of the social revolution in Germany. This was so perfectly
obvious to everyone that the question did not even give rise
to a debate. All were fully convinced that when the German
proletariat has overthrown ifs bourgeoisie, and finds itself con.
fronted b{( European imperialism, then-the Russian letariat
and the Red Army will fight hand in hand and shoulder to
shoulder with the German workers until the end, until complete
victory over the bourgeoisie.

The most obslinate and conservative reformist is now
forced to recognize that it is only the revolutionary workers
who are carrying on any effective struggle against’ the Ruhr
occupation. It is true t{hat the German bourgeoisie, and its
allies, the German social democrats, continue {o repeat, day afler
day, that the German communists are agents ol Poincaré; at
the same time the whole yellow press of France maintains that
the French communists and revolutionary syndicalists are the
paid hirelings of Cuno. This insolvence is nothing new. It is
a well known line of tactics, invariably followed by ruling classes
and disciples: to represent the revolutionists of their counlr[v
o be agents of a foreign power. Let them say what they will;
let the dogs bay the moon! The revo'utionary workers of all
countries took the first step in Essen. The Frankfort Conference
has taken the second step in the same direction: An inter-
national committee of action has been formed, national and
district committees, commissions, fraternities, e!c. have been called
into existence. The path is traced out before us. It only
remains to work, to work, and once more to work—and the
vicfory is ours!

l POLITICS

What has Mr. Vandervelde 1o say?
By Karl Radek,
Moscow, March 10, 1923,

Our readers will recollect how the one-time royal minister
of justice Vandervelde, caused us to blush with shame by
declaring, at the S.R. trial: “In our country, in Belgium, the com-
munists may do as they like, write what they like, and say what
they like.” "Mr. Vandervelde added, with a grimace: “This dces
not trouble us; nobody is afraid of them; we are a powerful
Belgian labor {uriy, they are an inconsiderable minority.’

To-day the wire brings us the news that 20 ian com-
munist have been arrested, among them three members of the
party leadership of whose names we are not informed. The
will ‘be accused of some frightful crime, perhaps even of h'g
treason. But what has happened that democratic Belgium, whose
advantages were so highly mued and favorably compared with
Soviet &uuun barbarity, suddenly become so djsturbed?

The Communist Party of Belgian, though younyb:nd weak,
has manfully protested against the participation of Belgium in
the rapacious raid on the Ruhr. The Belgian bou
declared to the workers of Belgium that they were obliged, on
behalf of the welfare of the Belgain people to loot Germany. The
Belgian communists reminded the ian miners that
the enormous gains of the colliery owners, they are fivhg in
want and misery. They issued the slogan: No gmpals a
the German miners (whom the muum' ian

itali g precisely as | Beseler and ol
German militarism tre

4
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Entente, is now over. The miners did not follow Mr. Vandervekde,
but ra responded fo the a made by the Belgian com-
munists Jacquemotte and van Overstraaten,
As soon as this happened, it appeared that Belgian demo-
1¥ cracy 1s as oachable as a chasie maiden uninured to the
i gphm of The Belgian government tolerated the agita-
of the communists so long as it was conviuced that Mr.
Vandervelde and his party could cope alone with the communist
danger. But so as it became evident that the communis(s
P can place ves at the head of an elementary movement
among workers who have lost their faith in Vandervelde, then the
Belgian bourgeoisie fell upon the communists, and flung maen the
doors of the prisons for their reception. It is possible that Mr,
g Vandervelde, with the skill peculiar (o him, will even protest
i against these arrests. Mr, Vandervelde invariably makes a point
ol protesting whenever the bourgeoisie, with his assistance, prose-
cutes its aims. Then he washes his hands in innocence exclaim-
ing: “I protest”, But nobody can be deceived by this skilful
manceuvre on M. Vandervelde's part. He and his party aided
?ldl‘ isie o maintain power at the moment when it was
oftering. Now they protest, with their tongue in their cheek.
But the general conclusion which we can draw from this is even
more insiructive: The bourgeoisie plays with democracy so long
{ as il is not erous to it. But as soon as democratic {ibarty
i permits the working class to organize any form of struggle, as
i soon as it facilitates any preparation for attack on the part of the
working class, then the bourgeocisie throws democracy overboard,
and bourgeois conjurers manufacture laws on freason against the
state,
Whathas Mr. Vandervelde to say to this?

.

- From Wesiminsier Palace

i - 1o Sant€é Prison

ne By R. Albert (Paris).

{f “...and thus the path_s, of the flunkeys and the revolu-

tiouaries cross each other . . .

Within three days of each other—March 17. and 20.—two
socialist conferences took place in Paris. The agendas of both
contained almost the same iems: both .were occupied with the
_ 30«(3«:3 unfoldeéd by M. Poincaré, the spokesman of the Comité
i es Forges: The Rubr, the coming war, the great capiialist
i threat against the world peace.

! Two “ socialist” conferences. A symbol

_ Ome took place in the great hall of the trade union
buildings. Here were thousands crowded together who had
mar hither direct from their places of work, working men
in old-worn clothes, the weariness of the day’s toil in their bones,
but at the same time con'aining in their heads everything which

Paris of revolutiona and confidence, courage
and vsl to action.—Qutside olrytlle

Py e ) o inthedtrkneuoftm_
a pa duﬂcable s prowled about, around $
moiwor!cus.likehmgrydag‘smdybmkea snap at any
moment: police and

The speaker's platform was occupied by a man with hair

Parisian

Sl communist member of the German Reichstag, was

' m"}ﬁcunxwuawmmmouppumm

e e St ety s o e 804
4 were i
i strains of the “ Infernational ® filled the great hall.  For
3 concep.ions Frenchman
3 the ‘terms *“ boche ” and
k A German worker T
§ he misery of

~ of state

thousands of workers listening here in Paris were well aware
that for them, there is neither fatherland nor peace under the
bourgeois regime, that there is no_nlvahon' without the in-
exorable struggle of the exploited- against exploiters . . .

After leaving this mighty mee.ing, the speker was arrested
and taken to prison. ) .

Héllein came here to bring proletarian Paris the fraternal
greetings of the German workers, and for this he is charged
with plotting against the securily of the state; il seems as if the
plaip words of the communists confain something especially dan-
gerous. Haollein is now in a cell of the political department in
the Santé. Cachin is * dwelling ” near him; thus the represenia-
tives of two democratic parliaments are living under one roof in
a prison of the French rcpu'ulic.‘

~

The other socialist conierence took place three davs later
in the comfort and tranouility of the Palais Bourbon (French
pariiamentary building.), surrounded by the servile respect
of the servants, discreetly guarded by some of the more superior
spies from the prefeciure—to make sure that no-cne disfurted
|!lre socialis!s at their work . . . Here the socialist deputies from
four allied countries unfolded their portiolios (which did not yei
look quite ministerial), and teck their ease as well-remuneraied
shepherds of the peoples . .. Here the flower of Euroncan so-
cialism was represznied (except those of the enemy coun'ries), or
what the 1L International regards as the flower. A choice selec-
tion of one-time and future ministers: Citizen Vandervelde, the
signatory of the Versailles peace; citizen Renaudel, his cronies
Treves and Modigliani, who will presently be receiving an offer
from Mussolini, tﬁat they black his boots in some sub-secretariat
- Citizen Ramsay Macdonald from we English Labor
Party . . .

Ramsay Macdonald, who had just come from the banquet in
Wes!minster Palace, where he had dined well at the table of His
Majésty the King of England; where his majesty had con-
descended to speak to him just as the champagne or liqueur was
being passed around . .. Who will ever give us a report on this
aspect of the history of socialism? =

Did George V. perhaps speak with him on the future of

. the British working class, or even of the fate of those 172 Hindu

peasants who were condemned to dzath “in the king’s name”
somewhere in the great dependency? . .

And this inter-parliamentary socialist conference of the
1L, International passed a resclution that , . . passed a resolution
that . . . resolved that a couumission, also inter-parliamentary,
should be sent. fo Berlin to negotiate with the leaders of the
party of Eberi, Scheidemann, and Noske.

Among these socialists there was not one who knew
manual labof or daily want, or had not found time to forget them.
Not one who knew prison. Not one who preached mass action.
Not one who had an idea beyond hyp&rilial and lying phrases.
Not one who was a revolutionist. Not one who was not an
honored and honeslty honoring servant of some bourgeois power.

Two socialist conferences. A :lymbol.

- The citizen Ramsay Macdonald came from Westminsier
ROL , u .
Hollein went to Santé prison.

+ .+ and thus the paths of the flunkeys and the olue
tionaries cross each otberp. J ke ey

Open letier to Mr. Benes*)
Dear Sir,

You are a member of the League of Nations,
thgaimﬁtﬁsl@cgubmmﬁatufmﬁa.isn:d:aﬁ’:ﬂxg
this world, for whi as you will be aware, it boosts
quite a large number of ci s into the next world, b Iro(ecﬁng
every imaginable war adveniure. Yo%umofy is honor-
able institution, and as Minister for ign Anairs in a demo-
mliMMNWMinmt Your
mwmuviuduyplummlgditwulpedany

noted on the Wﬂml-u g to Marienbad for a course
of treatment. en 1 a at the police headquarters in
Pnguelngmhrudl:‘lthmm in the charming
manner iar to them, that I fo leave Prague for Marien-
bad 24 hours &utmnmpnlmﬁdbthm ).
A deepl that the police should be so anxious about
my health, | a &eéuowm'hylmumm' in

for five or six da replied gruffly that he had his

reasons, but was not obliged o inform me of these. Thus,

:
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counfry will do my health much more good than the healing
walers of Marienbad, when these are mingled with police super-
vision. And yet 1 should like to ask you, as minister, whether
you can explain to me why your democralic police refer to see
me ouiside of your frontiers? If I were General Degoutte, and
should trample in my soldiers’ boots over théhnecks of the unarmed
population of the Ruhr area, I could live in Prague as long as
ever | liked, and as my boots would be those of a worthy re-
presentative of the French Exchange, the chicf of police would
polish them with his own hands. If 1 were Admiral Stark,
and should sell ships which are the pro?erty of the Russian
state, and appropriale the money for myself, your country would
nafurally extend its hospi.ality Tor a longer time. If 1 were a
White Guard officer, and had attacked the Red Army from
behind, under General Wrangel's command, when it was {Yigluiug
against the Poland of the landowners, then you would not only
permit me {0 remain in Prague, but wauld grant me financial
aid from the money collected from Czech workers and peasants.
‘H I were Stinnes, and had scooped in milliards out of the misery
and poverty of the German people, you would have shut your
chiel of police up in a lunatic asylum if he had thought of
limiting my sojourn in Prague. And finally, if 1 had been a
speculator, and had come to Czecho-Slovakia for the purpose of
raising the prices on the necessities of life, or of executing some
exchange manceuvre, your chief of police and the other autho-
rities would have prepared a maguilicent reception for me. But
I am no French general, I do not indulge in speculation, I have
not sold Soviet Russia either wholesale or retail; I am not even a
whiniug S.R., but something much worse—I am a Bolshevik.
Hence this limitation of the hospitality of Prague.

And do you know why it was necessary for me to spend a
few days in {’rague? I wanted to form an idea, if only super-
ficially, of the unemployment, the position and form of organiza-
tion of the trade unions, the administration, the forms of book
keepiuq, and of all the difficulties which hinder the development
of the labor movement in your couniry. These were my “ crimi-
nal” intentions. This sufficed to expose me (o the impudence of
your agents, who dogged my footsteps without intermission. And
your agents do not apﬁear to have worked in vain, for on the
morning of the 13. March one of these amiable creatures stopped me
in the street and conducted me to the police headquarters, where
a regulation was read to me showing that a decree duing from
the year 1871 banishes me for ever from Czecho-Slovakia. Several
dozens of spies accompanied me in the most friendly manner to
the station, some agenis even coming as far as the frontier; your
yovernment appeared to fear that if 1 had extended my stay in
‘rague even on€ day beyond the term granted, the country would
have been endangered.

You must not imagine, Mr. Benes, that I am in the least
offended at this agreeable treatment on the part of your chief
of police! No; he is a pillar of democracy, and therefore
suffering from anti-Bolshevism, and from love for Whife Guards
and speculators, I merely establish the fact the Czecho-Slovakian
democratic republic receives with xn arms every dishonorable,
treacherous, anti-labor element of whole worlcl but limits its

hospitality as soon as it is a question of a communist, a func--

tionary of the international trade union movement, servin~ the
+  working masses of Russia and of all countries. You can adduce
for Four justification the fact that your republic is no worse than
the rent'h or the American—this is true. I havc not the courage
1o fry and decide which of these three republics is the worst.
But you at least are on the same level as your French patron.
Despite all this, 1 have nevertheless carried away some very
pleasant impressions from Czecho-Slovakia—not from you or the
chief of police, of course—but from those revolutionary workers
who feel themselves organically related to the Russian revolu-
tion. 1 do not abandon the hope of able {o visit Czecho-
Slovakia a‘gnin bem"lon(dl ax m‘d mq:me':d th‘eh‘ the
workers of your country w w real hosptali repre-
muﬁveo]lhekuuhnwm Theml{eddmcrmc
republics are but ing phenomena, are they not, Mr. Benes?

; With Soviet greetings.

Prague, 13, March, 1923.

Let us win the Army for Communism
% ' By Maurice Laperte (Paris). &
' Motio: We can make no revolution K‘:Mrl u”ﬂ‘n:e:;ry
ctry.. Torwin.the.youns. seldiersoc Communion 15 1o

A, Lozovshy.

et

vals. In the battles of today victory falls fo the one who has the
best weapons at his disposal, and knows best how to use
them, There are no pleasant surprise attacks as in 1848, no
taking of fown halls or chamber buildings by a boldly executed
coup; now there is nothing but the barricade, and behind it the
rifle, the machine gun, even the cannon, Two great armies
oppose one another, determined to fight: the bourgeoisie and the
proletariat.  And we agaiw emphasize that only the complete
defeat of the one can render the victory of the other possible:
‘It is in our hands fo choose and o conquer.

We are often told. * If you defend the Red Army, you are
not really anti-militarisis . aturally those wifo oppose mili-
tarism are solely the elemznts who take every opportunity of em-
rhasizing their will to peace, who groan “and sigh whenever
events appear {o make war inevitable.

. And these pacifists have never been so numerous as now,
during the present period of confusion and threats of fresh war.
Let us take a closer glance at the reasons adduced by these stay.
at-home humanitarians, !

Bourgeoisie and Pacifism.

ror the bourgeoisie, pacifism is just as effective a meaus
to an end as religion, native country, justice, universal fran-
chise, — it is auother medium for ‘lulling the proletariat to
sleep. In the name of pacifism, and with the full support of the
social democrats, the bourgeoisie condemns our thesis of the
class struggle, which imposes on the oppressed of all countries
the right and the duty to emancipate themselves by means oi
revoluuqn_:ir{l force, that is, by means of war itself. Just as the
bourgeoisie has its election agents, so also it has its special assi-
stants whose fask it is to sing the praises of the benefits confer-
red on the world by the League of Nations, to extol the idea of
the rights of the peoples, of general and simultaneous disarma-
ment, although all these things are absolutely incompatible with
the present sfate of sociely which is based upon oppression and
domination.

When the pacifists reproach us with having insufficient
anti-military ardour, they are mightily mistaken.

Our chief concern is not that an army is a mere assembly
of human beings accustomed to discipline and obedience, For
us the social role played by the army is of much greater impor-
fance. Today it is a platitude to nr that the army is an in-
strument in the hands of the ruling class. But plati{ude or not,”
the constant repetition of this assertion does not in the least
detract from its siFniﬁcance. The point of main interest for us
is: in whose behalf is this instrument being used?

At the present time the army supporis the capitalist state.
In the communist society, and during transition to this state of
society, the whole army will be at the service of the revolution,
at the disposal of the proletariat, which, after it has seized power,
will inevitably have to take up arms against world reaction.
For the triumph of communism in one country will not lead
automatically to world revolution.

We must not forget the profound meaning contained in
Lenin’s words: ““ Until we have disarmed the bourgeoisie every-
where, we cannot throw away our guns ”.

National) Defence?

Those pacifists who condemn war as such, are the same
who do not reject the idea of national defence. For these :l)pon- :
enfs of war t(here exists a profound solidarity which closely
unites the exploiters and exploited of one and the same country
during war. )

Events, which have liftle respect for pacifists, sometimes
make war unavoidable, and when such a moment arrives, we
shall witness a complete collapse in the camp of the humani-
tarians. Theind“ shall h?r nothing l::::re olup::oe betw?( I;‘:
peoples, or of disarmament. Then nothing wi spoken
war, National defence comes before all else:

It is thus easily understood why we so bitferly combat the
lies of pacifism. 5 :

We must now be quite clear in our minds in what manner
we must work in order to convert the army {o our views.

Practical Anti-militarism.
In theory and in practice alike, the army is directed much
less against list nations ours

neighbouring capitalist na M:rm«
selves. Thus we have to win at least the majority of this i
ovuwot?rmﬁde.i!wemtwuhupth%mmﬂw,k'
of success, : ;
soldiers for the p
are at p 21!
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probab joi 923 class. It is easily possible that
siill iuxl'{hg'e 3:'::2:2 2‘& ‘he called up. And in addition to this
there is the fleet, the tanks, the air service, eic. "
How can we this? 1s there any question of oppo-
immediate task conmot;.‘mrwo:
i i i thies of its fines
N s qhzu.eo(mwn;n‘.&e %unht Youtl: ego:s ':l:‘q:
ceal from itself the difficulties presen y thi
lg‘;.nyan‘r:n iac_ ?etolved fo defv tnem. Here on the threshold of

our greai anti-militarist campaign we furn io the delicate
problem of practical agitation.

Ways and Means.

] irst” i bills,

The first part of our plan includes leaflets, ters,

Jeis, dail rs, elc. No opportunity is 10 be missed for
f;?‘eiﬁsﬁ:' our ylimure as widely as possible in the meeungl,
held by the young recruits, and in the conferences and peoples
meelings ‘

“or the second part of our plan we only need to turn fo
the care?:lly w‘:trked o?:’ program lol the 3. World Corgress of

i ist Youth International. N
the Lm\v"':“;ll‘:ltl u::pentc closely with our comrades in the army
for the improvement of their conditions. o g

We shall start a campaign for the express purpose ol un-
proving the food in the ambulance service, of rquhtulxz the
granting of leave, su;ruung _ couris martial and penal com-
panies, granting of civ hts t:u;ol:m ‘:;c.w i

et (The B i.hh arouse ihe interest of

t must remember this at all times and places.

I we%inﬁo cite examples of what has already been
done, we only need too{uz two; that o{ % stinke at l'h:a.;:ﬂ
more especially that more recen g
Bochum, wher)e' the “ Tommies” despite all the fhreats of their
officers, refused to tear down the posters stuck up by the Com-

ist Youth. : 1 ’

> "All circumstances. favor the anti-militarist action which we
are about to take up. The Communist Party must not forget
that apti-militarism 1s not a special tgsk which only falls to
Youth, but is a duty imposed on the whole party.

The incial press, and the functionaries in all local
groups mmtricts. mus{ support our action to the utmost
of their power.

e

The Bulgarian Miners’ Union

and the Ruhr Occupation

Februa u.thelu:m'uminenbddhrgewingc
for w ks theryoecup.ﬁu the Rubhr area, and the danger
arising for all miners. When one of the speakers
announced that the secretariat of the International Miners Union,
at whose head stands the famous had rejected the
twelve hours protest strike against the Ru oecupgum’and.wu

oposed by thaum revolutionary miners’ uni

voices raised the “ Down with the traitors”, At one of the
Ineh:\(s. held at large Pernik colliery, the following resolu-
fion was passed:

district from the cluiches of the capitalists, Stinnes, Thyssen, and
the reactionary Cuno government.

The Bulgarian miners while, exposing the treachery of
these leadgrs, send their greetings to all the miners of the Ruhr
area who have declared themselves ready to fight against French
imperialism and Germau capitalism alike. They send greetings
to the shops stewards of the Thyssen collieries, who withdrew
their representatives from the commission for the liberation of the
colliery barons and directors. They declare their revolutionary
solidarity with the decisions passed by the shop stewards’ con-
gress of the Ruhr mines, and most warmly welcome the defensive
action commenced by the French workers against the attack of
the French (imperialists. T extend their hands in all brother-
liness to the miners of the Ruhr and of all countries, and call
upon them to join in the common and united struggle, under the
leadership of !he Profintern, for the overthrow o capital;” and
for the eslablishment of peace and fraternity among the working

by the aid of workers’ councils and {he dictatorship of -the

ariat. The slogans of the Bulgarian miners are: “ Long

m the international solidarity of the miners! Long live the
united front of the proletariat of all countries!

ECONOMICS

Ruhr occupation —
German and French econ!mics
i By E. Varga.

1i there really were some people still naive enough to believe
that after the world war, conflicts could be solved by t,be League
of Nations or in some ofher peaceful manuner, France’s miliiary
proceedings must have sufficiently convinced them by now that
within capitalism conflicts can only be solved by force. What is
going on in the Ruhr area at the present time is war: the war
of an unarmed population ggainst an armed enemy.

Before considering the question of the ecouomic signific-
ance of the Ruhr area, and of the consequences of the occupation
for German and French economics, we must first emphasize the
fact that in this case the same illusion is prevailing as during the
world war. At that time there existed a general belief that a
world war could not last longer than a few months, that modern
economics were so infernationally interwoven that it was impos-
sible for a war to last longer. Experience shows that a world
.war can last 4% years. And in this case: it was believed that
an occupation of Ruhr area, attended by a cutting off qf the

supply of Ruhr coal, would lead to a speedy catastro in
German i

economics. How often was it repeated, by the bourgeois
press of Germany, that a railway sirike for instance, or a coal
miners’ s would bring about an immediate catastrophe in the
economic life of Germany, and must therefore be avoided at any
cost. But now experience shows thai after more than two months
of Ruhr occupation, and after supplies of Ruhr coal and iron
_have ceased for six weeks, there is no thought whatever of a
catastrophe in German economics, Mptwu,mtpeﬁrd
place, that this pretext for combatting labor moyements is based
on a lie, and, in the second place, that Germa#”capitalist econo-
mics are exceedingly elastic.

"Thecoalaand iron problem.

The purpose of the Ruhr occupation is stated by France
to be the necessity for i %ﬁumy&atm
y:h >

b -m#.“;.a,m

,/'

No. 12 '

International Press Correspondence 187

In 1913 the total coal output of Europe was over 600 mil-
lion tons:
Germany, old boundaries . ., , 190,11 mill. t = 31.17 9/,
France, old boundaries ., ., . . 4005 , te= 6569/,
Great Brifain and Ireland. . . 29204 , 147879, A

) With the present political boundaries, the coal output of
Europe is distributed as follows:

1913 1920 1921 1922
) Mill ¢ % Mill.t Mill t Mil,
Germany, present boundaries

(without Saar) . . . . . . 1409 2310 1084 1139 119.1
Saar area e e . e e . 132 216 98 95 112
France, including Lorraine . . 438 7.8 243 282 312
Belgium . . . . . .. 228 374 224 218 213
Poland(with Eastern Upp.Silesia) 405 664 294 209 364
Czecho-Siovakia . . . . . ., 127 208 IL1 116 —
Gieat Britain and lreland . . 2020 4787 2332 1663 255.9
The rest of Europe . .. 441 728 — - —

Europe . . . . 610010000 — — —

Thus the coal output of France has dropped from 44 mil-
lions tons in 19173 to 31 millions tons in 1922,

The output of iron ore, which has developed in the opposite
direction, is shown by the following:

Europe’s oulput of iron ore, which amounted to 107 mil-
lion fons in 1913, was distributed as follows:

Germany o o 286 mil t=20.73 9/,
France . . . . . . 215 , (=209,
Gieat Britain., . . . 162 , t-15239,

By the loss of the Lorraine Minette, and by the surrender
of the districts in the east, German iron ore production has drop-
ped from 28.6 to 7.3 million tons (compared with 1913), i. e, by
about three-quarters; France’s output on the other hand, has
about doubled.

The following table shows the distribution of iron ore
production in the present political districts, before and after the
war, for the whole of Europe:

1913 1920 1921
Mill. . %, MLt Millt,
Germany, present bdundaries . 7.3 682 63 68
France, » o 427 3991 139 141
Luxemburg . . . . : 73 682 37 30
Belgium . . . . . . . . 02 0.19 0.? -
Poland (withEastUpperSilesia) 04 037 02 0.3
Czecho-Slovakia . . . . . 26 243 - —
Great Britain and Ireland . . 163 1523 129 35
Sweden. . . . . .. .. 75 G0l 4.5 6.0
Spam . . . . . . . .. 99 9.25 48 2.6

From this may be seen that France’s iron ore production
from her Kresent areas amounted to 40% of the total iron ore
output of Europe in the year 1913, The result is thus:

7% coal output as compared with 40% iron oulpul,

It must be further observed that the quantity of minable
iron ore (in the earth) is now in France’s hands to a much
greater extent than before: France, within her present boundaries,

53% of the total iron ore reserves of Europe.

It is this disp ion between coal and iron which has
induced French heavy industry to force an imperialist policy
e F il 1s possibie o Wmagine & siale of affairs

a it is imagine a s a
whichthel.orriiuomwoul"heundhdh uhr area
and the blast furnaces of Lorraine could k:mndul with
coal and Ruhr coke; the new fron ve not

$ 3

-E.

:
§
g
|
. gs
=5
£
g
£
ig

§
g
g
;
a!
I

g%
33

The economic significance of the occupied
territory.

It must be ially emphasized
%5 Entente before
- ict, the district on the

population of about 12 millions, that is, the fiith part of the total
opulation of the country, But up to now the occupation had
ittle effect on Germany’s economic life, for the traffic had been
kept open between occupied and unoccupied ferritory, and
territory remained under German admistration, taxation, financial
control, efc,

All this is changed with one stroke by the Ruhr occupation
for all these districts are mow cut off frem free economic
intercourse with Germany in respect to products of heavy

. b

industrrv. .

{ must be remembered that the Ruhr area is the very heart
of German coal and iron preduction. It is the most industrialized
district in the world. There is no district in the world, with so
dense a network of traffic as the Rubr area.*)

19022 1921 1020 1913
in 1000 ¢
Saar area . . . . . . ., ., . 11178 9463 9824 13216

Other territory hitherto occupied 6031 5614 5605 6986
All ferritory hitherto occupied 17200 15052 15429 20 202
Ruhr area 92606 8Y 965 84295 110359
lofal occupied territory . . . . 109815 105047 99724 150 561
Germany, present boundaries . 130323 123 405 115228 154 142

The following survey gives an idea of the coal output of
the occupied ferritory:

¢/, ol toial lor whole country
incl, Saar district
1921 1920 1913
Saar area . . . .. .. ... 8.6 (N 8.3 8.6
Other terrifory hitherfo occupied = 46 45 47 4.5

All ferritory hitherfo occupied 132 122 130 131
Rukrarea .. ........ L1 729 N3 T8

Total occupied ferritory . . . B3 831 83 847

Thus approximately 85 % of the total German coal output
falls to the occupied territories, and of this, 71 %, or about three
quarters, o the Ruhr area on the right bank of the Rhine,

With respect to the production of iron and steel, we have
data for the year 1920 only, no statistics having been published
for later years.

The following table shows the importance of the iron and
steel production in the occupied territories: '

Spar  Ouher werr. Rubr  All occup.  Germ,, present
area occup, area lerr. boundaries
' Frfee il |

" 91: : s 24 505 12 287

Crude iron . . o0 643 610 I G G647
913 2080 7261 11629 13659
Crude steel . . 190 O 16 4T3 67§16

. 1913 15% 2046 5484 8 060 11 050

Bollog mill prodects . 1950 559 1159 G4 4952 G212

1. %/, of total for whole eountry, incl. Saar district

-~

. 1913 112 123 539 774 100
Crude iron . 1020 12.7 102 5658 6.7 100
1913 152 168 5631 851 100
Crude steel . 1920 19.} 157 5&3 52,6 100
93 13 55 4 S8 100
Rolling will produchs - 1000 90 1806 525 80.1 100

From this we see that Germany has been robbed of about
g.) ul’:‘r of her iron and steel preduction by the oceupation of the
area.

Consequences of the Ruhr occupation
for German economics.

The distribution of the coal produced in the Ruhr area
is as follows:

About one third of the coal

produced in the Rubr is coked
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; off of all of coal and coke from the
‘Ruhr k mu:ﬁnnll iny severe losses for Germany. But
the harmiful effects of this cessation of coal supplies is felt much

more ly than was redlded. It is probable that the constant
tllrent:l ?:?gcmwtlon the Ruhr ~rea put the German capitalists
‘on their guard, so that these had provided themselves with a good
stock of coal. - Moreover, the production of lignite has E«n
en ically increased, u:ué a ﬁ,r:“ p:ﬁ of the shortage is com-
ted by the import of Ep coal,
w“.i: {m thp?mpdd J English coal had already reached
83 million tons — almost that of the year 1913. We have no
comprehensive data on the i dpoﬂ of English coal since the Ruhr
occupation, but there is no doubt that it is very high. At the
esent time rican coal is also being imported by Germany.
‘,tr is characteristic for the anarchy of capitalist economics that
the same ships which carry English coal to the United States,
bring American coal with them for Germany on their return
journey; this is reported by the English technical journals.
. The alarming stagnation of German economics at (he
present moment, expr the great increase of unemployment
‘and pari-time, is not an iate consequence of the Ruhr
occupation; it is the comtinuation of a downward process which
‘began six,months ago, and has been rende more acule
iby the stbalization of mark which took place a few weeks ago.
But although the Ruhr occupation and the cessation of
coal supplies has not yet led to catastrophic results for Ger-
man economics up to mow—apart from the Ruhr area—this
does not by any means signify that this state of affairs could be
borne permanently by economics. The store of coal
will soon be exhausted, and the import of English coal cannot
in any way replace the uhoruﬁ: of Ruhr coal; neither is Eng-
dand's production large enough to do this, nor is Germany
capable of raising the money required for the continuous purchase
o expe\;\/sive Engl‘ijsh‘ mthl; omic ition in the Ruhr area
| ith regard to €con! [ r
itself, we muﬁ admit that no rdn':?k data are obtainable.
It is probable that the coal outmc has diminished very con-
siderably—probably {o less than half of normal—and that this
‘coal is coked in the Ruhr area itself, and used for smelting the
existing and imporied iron ore, and that the iron goods thus
produced are placed on stock jor the present. : ’
The Ruhr occupation and French economics.
However incredible it may appear, the consequences of

for French than for German economics. The French iron

the Ruhr occupation are at the moment much more disastrous *

In conclusion, it may be obsérved that the cessation of coal
and iron supplies from the Ruhr area, and the cons«tucm slag-
natipn of a considerable ﬂlﬂ of French iron industry, have led to
a temporary revival of the markets in the other heavy indusirial
countries 3 Europe. England is the greatest gainer; her coal
and iron industries are fully occupied at present, and at rising
prices. This is one reason why the movement against the Ruhr
occupation gains ground so slowly. Czecho-Slovakian heavy in-
dusiry has also experienced a revival, but it is very difficult to

et coal or iron {ramsported across Germany from here o
“range. Germany is the chief buyer. American _heavy indusiry
is also gaining by the Ruhr conflict at present, for French and
Ger:a’u competition has disappeared from the world market;
moreover, Germany is buying coal from America, But this revival
is merely a passing phase, and will blow out with a~protraction
ol the Ruhr conflict

The issue of the comflict

1t is not our task to predict the probable termination of
the conflict. But one thing appears to be certain: On no account
will England permit France to carry off a complete victory in the
Ruhr conflict. Such a solution, which would place the whole
Rhenish-Westphalian heavy industry in French hands, will not be
accepted b E?ngland. For this reason, the interventicn of Eng-
land and America in the conflict is inevitable, even if this inter-
ference is not open, and participation will be secured for Eng-
lish capital in Rhenish-Westphalian heavy indusiry. Further,
there is no doubt whatever, despite the press campaigns and the
official announcements made by French and Germans alike, that
continual negotiations are going on between German and French
heavy indusiries. We consider the most probable iissue of the
conflict to be——provided that the working class dces not succeed in
gaining decisive influence on the solution of the question by re-

volutionary action—that the Rhenish-Westphalian heavy in-
dustry wi{l become the joint &roperty of German, French, and
English capital. This could made technically possible by a

loan fo Germany, guaranteed by England and raised in England
and America, azd %Iid over it?iymcdiately to France. This would
enable Poincaré to withdraw from the Ruhr affair successfully.
This international loan would be secured by the real values of
German industry above all by those of the Rhenish-Westphalian
industrial area, and a form would be found (for instance the
issue of supplementary shares) enablimg French and English
capital to secure the desired participation.

This solution would probably be temporary only. The fact
of the Rulyr occupation is inf itself a proot :ﬁ:{ on the basis of the
Versailles treaty there can be no capitalist balance ot power. The

litical struggles for power which are expressed in the occupa-
ion of the Ruhr are again shaking European economics to thelr
foundations, and the gradual improvement observablﬁ during the
autumn months has again been erased.

The Soviet rouble
and the French Assi¢gnafs
By G. Sokolnilov.
(Russian People’s Commissary for Finance.) *
frequently meet with the opinion that our traffic in
S e B S S S
e crisis w r
‘o‘q‘i:."m and that it isnotps:siblehuoid
the transi to oldcurrﬂl%,notmerelyinthemo!c;m
guia use of “‘:i‘gd cur ” B&t‘ ‘nl “v:
. : e
g w'm?, are founded are supported more by
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most important condition, and was a result of the then existing
backwardness of banking activity, which had not yet reached the
pont of withdrawing metal from circulation in overwhelming
quantities, and concentrating it in reserve funds belonging fo the
central banks, /

Liesides this, there were iwo other decisive factors. First,
until 1793 France still had a favorable trade balance, and during
i@ first year of the revolution this favorable commercial balance
wos able to prevent mefal currency from luviuﬁ France. The
re.olution gave a powerful impelus to the development of
foreign trade. Later on the revolutionary wars hindered the
deve.opment of foreign trade, especially of sea trade. But —
and this is the second factor — the Napoleonic wars brought
about a tremendous increase of France’s gold reserves, for the
gold of Haly, Holland, and other countries Wwas confiscated. It
may be asserted, without exaggeration, that almost all the gold
resegves accumulated by the commercial states of the confinent
curing the middle ages fell into the hands of the French bour-
geoisie, which proceeded (for a time) fo extend its polifical hege-
mony mn France fo an immediate politcal and economic hege-
mony in Eunépc.

) LEven during the pericd of paper currency, France’s
finances were never on a purely paper basis. The government
combined the system of issuing bank-nofes with a system of paying
in metal {o bankers and business people who gathered round the
government; the manufacturers supplying war requisites were
almost invariably paid in mefal coins.’

) During the whole period, up to the overthrow of Robes-
pierre, the revolutionary government was supplied with conside-
rable means by the issue of paper money, and when the fall in
the rate of exchange came, it was inconsiderable as compared
with the present fiuctuations in the value of paper mouey in
Russia, Germany, eic. At the time of Robespierre’s downfall the
paper money siill retained 30% of its original value; it was not
until later that the depreciation took more rapid strides, with
regard {o which it must be observed, that the most acute depre-
ciation occurred at a time when the government itself was an-
xious for the complete depreciation of the paper currency. Thus
the maximum limit of depreciation of this paper has nothing
whatever in common with that limit reached by the Soviet cur-
rency. During the epoch of bourgeois revolution, the economic
conditions obtaining in France were naturally very different to
those of Russia afler the Oclober revolution In France there
was never that restriction of commercial traffic which took place
in Russia. In France the political force of the bourgeoisie was
never so rmined as in Russia. When the Freuch paper
money began to depreciate in value, the revolutionary govern-
ment encountered the economic resisiance of the commercial
bourgeoisie and of the industrial magnates, who wished to rid
themselves of the sinking paper currency, and thus converted
their economic resistance info a political resistance. The bour-
geoisie had no objection so long as the *“ costs of the revolution ”
were borne by the nobility. But when the issue of paper money

me a peculiar means of “taxing” financial and frade capi-
1al, the bourgeoisie made a clean sweep of the paper money, and
of the government based upon it.

_With us there is no resemplance to this. Our indusiry is a
state indusiry apd our trade a state trade, and though these are
equally anxious fo be rid of the depreciated currency, and to have
another basis of support than Soviet curr , still this striving
implies no political development, for the state industry and the

{rade are much more in need of a firm Soviet power than a
rm currency.

! analogy drawn beiween the French and Russian
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RELIEF FOR RUSSIA v]

To all who have Children or who
love Children!
o By Maxim- Gorky.
Today. we must help the 2 million Russian children, the

orphaus living amid the ruins of the world war and in the famine
districts. At the time when the famine threatened fo strangle

Russia, I sent an appeal, a cry throughout the wilderness of Europe; -

my call was not in vain. And now I appeal for Russia once more.
1 call upon all who love children, or who have children thems.
seives, fo participate in the Iaternational School Week, April
15—21, of this year which is being carried out by the Iater-
national Workers' Relief conjointly with the pacifist-humanitarian
bourgeois organizations. The children living in- the homes
mainiained by the International Workers’ Reliei are to be given
the possibility of developing into free, new human beings, and
fo this end books and mediums of instruction are {o be collect
and, if possible, money and clothing. 1 am fully confident tha
the solidarity of the peoplea will iriumphantly overcome the dark
night of cruel disunily!

[ IN THE INTERNATIONAL

A ¢reat Marxien Pariy
By N. Bukharin.

sor 5 years the Russian proletariai has mainizined s
power. And eveu the opponents of the proletariat have to admit
that this power is securely established It is a power rooted
deeply in the Rusaian soil; it transforms the Pussian people;
it leads with an iron hand millions of human beings along a stony
and thorny path, crossed by barbed wire and expused to the
fire of the enemy; it leads them through the steppes of hunger
1o the glorious victory of united humanity. How has this miracle
been accomplished, despite tte imnotent rage of bourgeois medio-
crity?

Undoubtedly the first facior which is to *‘blame” is
the historical circumsiances under which the toil-stained ba-
tallions of labor have advanced with mighty strides. - Hislory
has created extraordinarily favorable circumstances for the suc.
cess of the Russian working class: an autocracy whose devilish
organization was shattered by the war, a weak bourgeoisie not
yet capable of wielding the weapon of imperialism, and stupid
enough to have undermined the power of Czarism during the
war. Mighty masses of peasantry not yet awakened {o patri-
otism, fil with passionate hafe against their land-owning
lords, and longing to possess the land they tilled, These are
the circumstances which rendered the victory of the proletariat
pﬁoibh, which enabled it to unfold its young wings and soar
aloft.

But there was yet another cause. The exisience of an iron
cohort absolutely devoted to the revolution; the existence of a
;;_A'z'y, un in the whole history of great class struggles.

is party had gued through the hard school of illegal action,
i will had been developed in the stress of conflict,
it had won and frained its comrades in sulferin&nnlnd deprivation.
The very hardness of the school evolved admirable workers,
whose task it is fo transform and conquer the world. In order
fo gain a clear idea of how this parly has been formed, let
us cast a glance at the main features of its development,
Our

First a few words regarding the general staff.
ts do not deny that we have excellent leaders. One of

eoisie, one of fhe

of Soviet Russia can only be ed uner(orltydl
its slatesmen, w

ho far surpass statesmen of all be
countries. The exaggeration is obvious. This alone
decisive. Buf it is nevertheless incontestable that the fact exp
much. What is the truth in this respect? The main

a co
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successful action. And this pre-requisite was fulfilled by mer-
ciless combat against any deviation from orthodox Bolshevism.
This utter rejection of compromise, this constant self-purging,
welded the _Ftoup so firmly together that no T on
earth could divide it
The most important elements of the party grouped ihem-
selyes around these leaders. The strict discipline of Bolshevism,
its iron cohesion, its uncoln‘gromioin spinit, even during the
period of joint work with the Mensheviki, its absolute
unity of viewpoint, and its perfect centratization, — these
have invariably been the characteristic features of our ?’- {
The comrades were blindly devoted to the party. ' rﬁ
- patriotism ", the passionate enthusiasm of smgle against'-a
other groups, whether in the workshop, ic meeting, or
prison, converted our party into a sort of revolutionary religious
order. For this reason evism aroused the abhorrence of
all liberals, of ali reformists, of all tolerant, vacilating, and
i 1s.
“‘k'li}l"nhgedparty demanded real work among the masses from
all its members, whatever the conditions and difficulties. It
was precisely in this regard that our first differences with the
Mensheviki arose. lnordcrtourryoutourpurpouwelomnd
fighting units. These were nol composed of fine speakers,
cymp:‘&izing intellectuals, or migratory creatures here to-day
and to-morrow, but of ‘:‘l‘m’ ready to g;‘vc their all for the
olution, for- the fight. or party;
"u;vprisonml' t and k‘hﬁgm at the barrica to bear ever‘y‘
deprivation and suffer constant persecution. hus the ml
concentric circle was formed around our mrty, its fundamenta
proletarian staff. But our party has never been narro-
wed or limited within any sectarian confines. It must be
energelically emphasized that the parly has never considered
'mdf to be an aim in itself; it has invariably regarded itself
as an instrument for the formation of the mind of the masses,
for gathering together and leading the masses. The whole art
of political dialectics cons'sts in possessing firm and coherent
formations, but not in being a sect, manceuvring in mere
emptiness; in being a really mobile fighting power, ca ble of
sefting in action the mighty apparatus of the whole class, the
whole of the working masses. The history of our party, especially
during the years of revolution, shows how closely it hu_loﬂowed
the lendencies in the masses. Who was the most active revo-
futionist in the army under the old system, goastlntl{ in danger
of being marty or killed by the _oﬂtcerqtu t anv:i“o r;l:e
ik, he most unwearying agitator -
Bolshevik. Who was i rying ag or go8

ready to face

nizer? 1t was the Bolshevik He missed no of
influencing the masses. In the imperial Duma nnd'an the‘f‘;'ade
union, in the workers' meeting and in the workers’ club, in the
Sunday school and in the faclory canteen, the Bolshevik was to
be found everywhere; the Bolshevik pen;ltnt’adh :w‘h:tvcg
corner, so that a contemporary writer said o \ 3
 functioned ically *. He has never failed to ¢ function
energetically 7, this Bolshevik. ; Foplat
We must further draw attention to some liarities in
the policy of the party, to which is largely due the great.
success attained by the CPR.. In the first comes the firm
Marxian foundation of the party. Martov was not wrong when
he explained the continuance of the prolefarian d:,cu‘tonhl after
the cgms in the 1pr‘i:.g of l%!khby the {‘;ml,r:u mjlbe‘dwlzlllg-
vist Party has at least gone ' 4
is is {ruc. The has m Marxism thoroughly.

analysis of
o ot i e P

ouly shown its capacity for patience, but for bold, determined,
and unexampled ra};d nyctiou. The days of the October revolution
were ample proot of this. At that {ime history conironted the

rty with a whirlwind There was I!Olhmﬁ‘ for it but to plunge
into a whirlpoos, and to emerge from it on the crest of a gigantic
wave. The slightest false move would have been fatal it
was required was unlimited boldness, obstinac and determi-
nation; the party plunged into the vortex, an emerged with
power in its hands. ) o

The parly has proved itself capable of adapting its course
to the need of the hour. Nothing can be more nstructive than
its policy in this respect. 1f we remember how the Russian
communist party utilized the support of the social revolutionary
party, and ﬁ:w rapidly it steered its own ship, and the ship of
state, out of the walers of war commugism into those of the
new economic policy, these two examples sufifice to show the
tactical elasticily of the party, which comkines absolute realism
with a clear consciousness of the final goal to which it is
steadily proceeding. )

It is not possible for the working class, under the rule
of capitalism, to so educate itself as to be capable of unterfaking
the leadership of society. Under the rule of capitalism the
working class is enslaved and oppressed. In order fo rise, it
must break down the capitalist shell which envelops society.
It cannot train its forces prove its powers of organization
and undertake the leadership of society, until the period
of the dictatorship. During this period the working class
develops its real nature, the slave is transformed into creator
and lord. This gigantic work is one demanding the utmost
exertions on the part of the masses and their vanguard. Our
Russian Communist Party may well be proud of what it has
accomplished. It has created its generals and its soldiers, its
admimstrative and governmental forces, its nuclei for mental
culture and economic consfruction. Its younger generation

" enters right into the qigantic laboratory of the Soviet state.
1

After the frightful civ

war, and the famine, the great Red
Land advances tri

antly, and its trumpet of victory calls
upon the workers of the whole world, the slaves in the colonies,
the coolies, to take up the final .tyusigie de:fmm capifal. The
innumerable, army of the exploited is by a mighty troop,
seamed with scars, their standards riddled with bullets and forn
with bayonnet thrusts. This is the troop which leads the ad-

vance, the guide and helper of all the others — it is the
Communist Party of Russia, the iron cohort of the proletarian
revolution.

THE LABOR MOVEMENT

A Letter from ihe General Federation

of Labor of Japan
(Tokio, January 1923.)

Dear Comrades,

Never in the history of the Japanese Labor miovement
rave the workers faced a more outrageous crime from the bour-
eois class. Never have we faced a more bitter struggle. The
jingo government of General Kato is about to pass three new
class laws which had been pta:re_d in secrecy but are expected
to be introduced in the new Diet in which workers have not a
single voice, ‘

K. The first Bill is the ** Trade Union Bill”. 1t clearly aims
at smashing all existing "l‘l:iun't l:‘aor olj?a‘g;‘uho?:n:nd at con-
i into e pillars o capifalist sys

e econd 15 the “ Bill of Arbjtration of Small Tenant
Dsputes”, the object of which is fo deliver the poor peasants
over {o the avaricious land owners. e N

The third and most repressive Bill is the “‘Anti-Radicat-
Social-Movement-Bill 7 1t needs no saying that the Bill aims
at depriving the labor movement of its active champions as well
as at cutting off all intepnational connections between the Japa-
proletariats.

Against this bitter assault of ‘the ruling class, we, the

panese trade unioni are determined to figh
l':med a stron, m“!’mg hﬁldinguu.p the Joint Trade Union
Commiite W comprises more

"'""‘afi‘-."-'&mwurma iy

infernational solidarity!
jme v 'o.""‘»m"“'xﬁm of Labar of Japan,

e
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THE COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT

THE WHITE TERROR |

To all Co-operalive Organizalions!

The 1. International Conference of communist co-operators
as well as the 1V. World Congress of the Comintern, decided

that the co-operalive societies have to take active and energetic

part in all siruggles of the proletariat.

At the present time the proletariat is threatened with a
frightful danger. Tie frecdy rgeoisie of France, actuated
b¥ the desire to completely crush and exploit the working masses
of Germany, has taken the step of occupying the Ruhr area.
For the German people, this occupation signifies a source of
immeasurable dangers, of ouﬁerinF and miserﬁ. It is impossible
for the German people to patiently tolerate this predatory raid.
The exiension of French imperial power is an enormous danger
for the peace of Europe. Storm-laden war clouds hang over
Europe and the whole world. Now, more than ever, all truly
proletarian fighting organizations must redouble their efforts
in the fight against the bourgeoisie, and the Russian ¢ rative

must not take the last place in the ranks of the proletarian
forces.

In the face of this tremendous danger, we must immediately
commence agitation within the co-operalively organized masses
for the creation of a united front against the bourgeoisie, and
against the war danger threatened through the action of the
bourgeoisie. We must continually expose to the masses of coope-
rators the policy of the social traitors, who pass resolutions at
their peace congresses, but fail fo carry them out when the
decisive moment for action arrives

We must devote all our powers to this struggle.

The attitude adopted by us fo the question of the struggle
for securing peace was clearly stated by Soviet Russia’s delega-
tion at the Hague conference. Our proposals to all labor organi-
zations of the world are as follows:

1. In order {o secure the greatest possible measure of suc-
cess for the proletarian struggle in the cause of peace, it is ne-
cessary to put an end to any class collaboration and any coalition
with the bourgeoisie, and to draw a sharp line between labor
organizations and bourgeois governments.

2. In order-{o prepare the armies and the broad masses of
workers for effeclive war against war, it is necessary {o create
legal and illegal soldiers’ organizations, which organizations shall
carry on an uninterrupted, persevering, and systematic work of
agitation and enlightenment ‘within the army, and be ready at the
decisive moment to lead the armies rising against the bourgeoisie.

3. Enerietic mass fi(,hting is o be carried on for the
annulment of the shameful Versailles trealy and other similar
treaties; against the league of imperialist pirates sailing under
the flag of the * League of Nations”; against the enslavement
of the working masses of Germany, Ausiria, Bulgaria, and other
countries, through the medium of the *‘ reparations”. The inter-
national bourgeoisie must be made to pay the full price for making
Eood all the damage and devastation for which it alone is to

"4, The working and peasant masses of the semi-colonial
and colonial countries, suffering beneath the oppression of the
imperialist robbers, are to be induced to join in the war against
war. Special attention is to be devoted to agitating against im-
perialism amongst the colored troops.

OB g o by g T Bl cn g osig
cuation of the territories in i e troops,
and for the withdrawal of all oecupaytion troop.b{rom all districts
(Near and Far East, Africa, etc.) which, according fo the orders
of the League of Nations, that is, according to the right of
might, are to remain under occupation

ht must be conducted for the disarma-
the arming of the mnuluﬁoz-(of &‘: uhnu'umi
masses, and for es o

workers’ governments whose task it will be, fo carry out these

demands against the will of the ruling

The events in the Ruhr impart a ial significance to
this resolution at the present time. o

We to all the workers' and peasanis of

In Yugoslavia

. . By W. Vuyovitch. ’

The reign of White Terror in Yugoslavia, which an
towards the end of 1920, was not only m:leiled by the duoomo-
of the Communist Parties and of the trade unions, and by the
imprisonment & thousands of workers; the Terror was further
expressed by special methods of extorting confessions from the
imprisoned communis(s, in order {o obtain material {o prove to
public opinion how necessary it is {o place the communist oulside
of the law. ‘

In Bosnia, where 300 miners were kept awaiting trial for
a year, eleven comrades fell victims to an inquisition whose
cruelly surpasses all imagination. The “death of {hese eleven
comrades best characterizes the regime obfaining in the prisons
of this “civilized” country. The communist trial which took
place in Belgrade last year revealed numerous facts plainly
showing that reaction is delermined to shrink from no means
in order to supply the criminal court with “proofs” based om
the ‘“‘confessions” of the accused. Comrade Tchaki was so
beaten during an examination that he lost consciousness; thereu-
pon, cold waler was poured over his head fo restore him to
consciousness. After the proceedings were ended, he was forced
1o sigh the protocol of this “hearing”. During a hearing of this
description four of his teeth were knocked out.

The prisoners were crowded in hundreds into cells intended
for 30 to 40 men at most. Here they were left for several days,
in unbearable heat, without bread or water. They were con-
tinually illtreated, for no other reason than that they were
comumunists.

The notorious “chimuey” of the Belgrade prison cerfainly
represents the most refined torture practised g; Yugoslavian
“civilization”. 1t is a narrow cell in which a human being can
only stand upright. Our comrades wefke frequently confined
in this for 48 hours at a time, or even longer, without bread
or water; at the same time smoke was allowed to penetrate into
the narrow space, which naturally caused the most intolerable
torments. Comrade Kolatschek was beaten till he bled. This
beating was carried out with a cow-hide whip, After this ill
usage he was carefully cleansed of blood, -and ‘ncarcerated in
the “‘chimney” for some hours. It would require a thick volume
fo recount all the numerous methods of torture employed, but
the tew facts here stated suffice to demonstrate the appalling
conditions obtaining in the Yugoslavian prisons.

Comrades Steitsh and Tchaki, one condemned {o 20, the
other to 30, years of imprisonment, in “light irons”, are in a
frightful situation, Their cells are unhealthy and damp, the food
delies all description; in addition to this, they have to drag about
with them iron fefters weighing 15 kilograms. According fo
the Serbian law the weight of light fetters should only be Siilo-
rams but as these comrades are incarcerated in a prison of

oyvodina—a district belongig to Austria before the war—they
are forced {o carry a heavier weight because the Austrian prisons
were only provided with such fetters!

A ‘young comrade from Slavonia was recently condemmned
to two years strict solitary confinement. The sentence contained
the furiher regulation that the prisoner, once a month, had to
pass 24 hours without a bed, on the concrete floor, and without
any food whatever. And this cruel senience was for no
other reason than that communist literature had found in
the prisoners’ house. ) .

But despite all these persecutions and ill usage them
slavian proletariat holds true fo the revolution, has
through several successful struggles within the last few months;
this may best be seen in the umdinfolwindepemhnthm

rly, and in the excellent devd%:nn made by the independen

union in recent months. Yugoslavian rrolﬂmt w
m. way to fight for the liberation its  poli

In Pilsudski's Poland

- By A. K. (Warsaw). :

For decades the Polish revolutionists
The of



- remained unaltered,
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:::tln- and the badges. The one-hea eagle was
an iota more humane than his double-headed predecessor.
And beneath his sway the system and practices of the gl;xsons
or the worse. Many of the old
occupants of the prisons returned to them. Hundreds of revo-
lutionary fighters, who had already speut half their lives in Czarist
auls or in m:& made fresh acquaintance with the prisons of
!iudeyendut” d. The communist deputy of the Sefm, Stefan
Krolikowski, just recently set at liberty, has undergene eight
Z:ara of Czarist imprisonment, followed by two years of incarce-
tion walched over by Pilsudski’s gendarmes. During the few
S«ars of existence of “independent” Poland, many of our comrades
biave scarcely enjoyed liberfy for a few months. An idea may
be gained of the extent of the reprisals being carried on in
Polangd, by a glance at the present exchange list, which contains
dhe names of more than 400 prisoners, of whom at least three
quarters have already been impri for two years, and all
of whom are condenmed to long terms of imprisonment. Five
10 fifteen years hard labor, the measure of punishment meted out
10 the communists in one time Russian-Poland, the legal basis
for this punishment is derived from the Czarist code of laws,
in Galicia and Posen it is derived from the Austrian or Prussian
code of penal law.

2 It has often been asked who has adopted the most brutal
measures against revolution and the revolutionists: Czarism or
the Polish &allonc. Kaznakows, Gruns, Ithofs, and Alexandrovs,-
as  represenied such scoundrels as Witecki, Snarski,
Corzechowskl, Miegzinski, Farynski, and their companions. That
such a question can be asked af all is significant enough in itself.
it is exiremely difficult to reply for it is hard to compare the
data, and moreover the intensily of the repressive measures under
both regimes, has varied at different times.

Ii we do not cousidef rate details, but wish to
characterize the period as a we may say that, in the
first place, mass repression was formerly never exercised for
such long and uninterrupted periods, and, in the second place,
such ive measures were never so extensive as at the present
time, now that Lemberg, Cracow, and Posen, in which political
rials were formerly unknown, can enfer info competition 'with

‘arsaw and Lodz.” There is no doubt that this period is filled
with shameful deeds, such as were unknown to the earlier h'story
ol the Polish revolutionary struggle—for instance the murder of
the Soviet Russian Red Cross commission, with the old political
convict Vreckovski at the head, in December 1918; or the murder
of Brzozas, stabbed with a bayonnet; or the murder of comrade

Serbiya”, “Mokotow” (well koow

Pola Maceyovskaya in the prison at Katiovilz, and the pogrom
among the female political prisoners in Wronki. :
Such excesses as were committed during Moratschevski’s
overnment have occurred m Poland at various times, and under
e most various circumstances. The responsibility for these
horrible crimes falls to the Polish Scheidemanns: Moratschevski,
Baszynski, and Slivinski. Six months ago, under Slivinski's
government, an arresied man was forced to make a confession
by means of torture, and the role of executlioner was not played
by a gendarme or by the Defensive (Polish secret police), but
by Luxemburg, the judge of the court of inquiry. During the
e{ecloral campaign a group of youths, who were arrested at an
elecioral meeling had their heads shaved like criminals, and in
addition chained like convicts. In‘farlier times prisoners were
certainly never subjected to such systematic _Faycho ogical tortures
as is now the case in Polish prisons. There are prisons in
which as many as 10 hunger strikes have taken place in the
course of a year.
™ The struggle raging in Poland against the communist
movement is being carried on, as it has always been, under the
leadership and active participation of the Polish Scheidemanus
who sit in the offices of the Defensive, and openly and secretiy
co-operale with these secret police. Despite the dang:rs
threaiening them from the extreme right, these elements gve
still terribly afraid that the chains may be removed which hi'nd~r
the development of the.labor moyement. A number of shoro
lessons ou the part of the right are first required, in order th~t
the working class may revolt against these tactics of its lead<r:,
and close its ranks for a united siruggle against the represson
hindering the development of the labor movement.
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Loucheur, Stinnes & Co.

By Jacques Sadoul,

Before 1914, the oitation of the two mightiest mining
areas of the continent, Lorraine and the Ruhr, ensured the
predominance in Europe of the German bourgeoisie,

In order to break this dominion, the victorious Entente
had to dcotroy its foundations, The Versailles Treaty therefore
provided for the separation of the ores of Lorraine from Ger-
many, and their incorporation in France, while the Ruhr coal
was left to Germany.

But even the most solemn agreements, written in the blood
of millions of ;l)oor propertyless victims, and protected by armies
comprising millions"of soldiers, cannot hold good if they con-
travene economic realities. The Trealy of Versailles, like many
other treaties, is nothing more than a scrap of per, because it
attempts o break up the natural unity of the lﬂ:me valley.

The German metal indusiries are as little able to do with-
out the ore of Lorraine as the French metal industries of
Lorraine are able to dispense with the Ruhr coal. The mutual
economic dependence of the two areas is inalienable. The Rhine
flowing between them must again become what it was before, a
connecting line. It is only possible fo properly utilize the huge
riches of the Rhine valley when the owners work in the closest
relationship with one. another,

What form will these close relations take?

Three possibilities may be considered:

a) the (French) iron submits to the dominion of the
(CGerman) coal.

)
b) the coal submiis fo the iron.
¢) iron pk:ud'cod—inap‘able of dominating one another
com, —are forced 10 make a compromise,
"l'heoreo%l.orraine, the hands of victorious and armed
France, will not submit to

short time, to form a Franco-Gerfan syndieste for the exploita-
tion of the mines of Lorraine and the Kuur, Both parties are
preparing for this understanding, and both parties are nalura.ll{
endeavoring 1o grant as little as possible, and to gain as much
as possible, when entering into the agreement.

In order fo fill and defend their cash-boxes--for this is
the sole fangible reality in the whole affair—French and German
capitalists are resorting fo every possible medium of deception
and violence.

In the last resort it is a question—and this no communist
must forget—of what privileged rights this or that partuer is 1o
have over the sweat and misery of the workers, of what propor-
tion of the riches squeezed out of the exploited workers of the
Ruhr mines is fo be granied to Loucheur, Schneider & Co., and
how many millions in return for this are to be accorded {o
Stinnes, Thyssen & Co., from the no less scandalous exploitation
of {he miners of Lorraine,

This question, the one most essential for Stinnes, Loucheur,

etc, is one which can be solved by corruption or by violence, by
milliards of gold or milliards of shells, These kni

knights sans
reproche do not shrink from ufilizing the mational finances, and
the national army, for their private inferests and for the safis

faction of their own appetites, They drag both nations at heir
heels, And to be able to do so with more certainty, carefully
conceal their cash-boxes from sight. In France an (ln’na
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