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at Herne, a building erected from the savings of the workers
for the purpose of affording a meeting place for the Herne
proletariat, they set the whole furnishings of the house on fire,
ruined the centra' heating planf, and left the house filthier
than a pig-stye.. And this was done by thé sons of this civilized
nation. | this is inevitable. If the masses of soldiers are to
be kept under ‘arms at all, if they are to be at all used for such
rapacious raids the officers are obliged fo instil fear against
every imaginable attack, and distrust and hafe against:the imme-
diate surroundings. The s
,_sg, exertions:
c

e; play must be given to his savage instincts; plunder and

~ murder must be ntade o;fperponal interest to him. These are the

tactics of the French officers,

his sta

are fulfilled. We do net know how, lon

g~ M. Poincaré
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oldier becomes exhausted by his uncea- ° |
t is not possible to keep him under military dis- - -

In order fo 'aftain his goal, M. Poificaré decided fo - |
in' the Ruhr area, and not {fo quit until his .= |

will have to keep his ‘troops in. the Ruhr area, but there is -

ch army. We do not know if ‘Poincaré will succeed
from the

steel safes of the German bourgeoisie. But there is no. doubt !

sign that the time will' be long enough fo disintegrate -

fihe Fren

whatever that what 'he will obtam from the Ruhr area will be

the disintegration of the French army. The

people in every country are hopesf. It
is true that when in a state of fear, and in ‘an atmosphere. of

outlawry, he can become bestial, as is the case with eyery mass
of sold whose path is not illuminated by |a great idea.
But the Freach r iwill not be able {0 sup

and indignation at the crime for long; he is beginning 1o reflect
;g t:el nfvhy it is being committed. At the moment i which he gives

im; .
National begins to toffer; and: perhaps the rude of the French -

\ French soldier, . v
‘whether peasant or workman, is an homest humanbeing, just -
. ag the masses of the |

ess his doubis-

a_ reply fo this question, the rule of ‘the French Bloc -
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Bul until then we are wunessea, in ﬂns ﬁfth year ol
peace in democratic Europe, of the most - " dictatorshi
of ‘the bayonet at.unphn‘ﬁeto dominate one of industrially

. miost ptrls of world How much wn written
- . the ' French

the | impbtence of force, so
as it was a quesm“ of predi lhe collapse “of the
proletarian dictatorship in Russia. But

the masses of workers nts, were fighting for
their own cause, and were a_ctuated the foundest - faith
m‘dﬂu justice of their cause. The diclatorship in Russia was
rand is suj

mﬂmmeworhngsm of the population. The

Russian rian’
_dictatorship was mot nmpolut, !or the imeldtti of this dictator- -

ol

- |object. of was the class of oiters. In the .
Ruhr area the dictat p of the bayonet has introduced,
who il peesentiy dlecores Bt 1y the Bohlag Top sy
who wi t are fig or y
;-] else’s cause, Jor the cause of the ca ulihu% do not want
¢ 4o pay any taxes. In the Poincaré€s dictatorship will prove
for creating even a peace of cy. Buf on the other
and it will beetne -source of the

upheaval,. It -will not ;
Y Bourgeoxsnebmakoof
+ .. Even though Poincar€s 'occupation
-2 hﬂorymngminﬁopnm,aswenu» stﬂ,thg
j mﬂu'mllheuﬂledtmorrow,moqewtyor another, by a

‘bargain struck Freach andGemanupmhm,—and the
: hole burden of the dictatorship will héthrust onto the worki
"dns‘ . Tbedlldomre ‘of the conspiracy Mam proved

the nationalist circles of the Right, this

md fo come to an mderstandin \with the French troops
! separation of Bavaria from rmmy, on its union with
onun Catholic Tyrol,

and on the creation of a state in which
rcvolu‘hmu ‘non was fo be exterminated. The official
m zerman Right naturally disown these Bavarian
e

But this is ly external. t Reventlow’s organ,
‘the Reichswart _is not the ication of irresponsible
national circles.  For decades t Reventlow has been the

‘imperialism. Even today he is one
: advisors. What aftitude does he adopt

in this periodical? Count Reventlow declares that under present

: - circumstances all talk of war with France is absurd. Resistance
" -will only be § after all rebellion has been suppressed within
- Germany itself, and all Jewish and revolutionary elements have
_ been annihilated. Count Reventlow is thus preaching the policy
. of a pause for bmth with regard to French imperialism, with the
. idea of ufilizinig the recess for a bloody settlement with the
f,: revo}uhonary elements in Oermany Cqunt Revent!ow is preach-

Frankforf March 18.
%] The second day of the congress. -
of greeting ‘were received by the Congress from

and of the largest works in

Bochum,’ Dortmund, Mannheim, Hamburg, Bremen,
Chemmitz, Lei F ori Berl et All

u:e:‘ o foraubite o combat ppabt

ainst
n apﬁalwm, md staied conﬁfemly.

fo orgam.zatinm had sent letters and
e General Trade Union Alliance of

ist Party of Roununu, the Gia
dludammmedmgm agow,the
(becho-Slovakn,
The secretary of the E
/ ;rng Hodges, 'l:!a a let:tr stating
B congress use 1t was not
Xuiernntiml. _
er. was a

The first 'ﬁ.‘,
3 wbospokeonme tpomtonﬂseage-da
© Reporton the situatiop inm France.

“ Until 1914 the French Trade Usion Federation a
with revolumu .spiritt It was in
md its ﬁh{ bitter

Coun-

al'Minm
tbﬂhecouldnothke
mnvmedbytheAmﬂenhm

i
uly 1914 that

, boury
murageom“ °P‘P°tlg°'; lill?ude itself fe!t,'wluch

war. u tiona couumed
ike Merﬂmm who did not fo!low us on the rud to revolu-

-
i1
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tlhve of the CG.T.U,

rade Union Auoquhon of - Yut]ochm, the .
nde Union Allnnce of .

- of nati
. the mdle oi its cmmter-revoluhmnz
and deed.

) force against force, by a delermined
Mr. d George,

. working
" is the starting poitnt for a

‘13 of our comtades have been thrown into pri

mmd yellow.
rnusu gntped our ologau,

¢

ing that which is being dome by the Bavarian iraitors. And
this' is again something inevita ‘Gerntan counter-revolution
is truly unable to fight on two fronts at the same time. It must
either renounce its counier-revoluti char in the name
“or remounce ifs mationa moment, in
duracter. P ganda
Freach imperialism for

working class, under the pro-
§ on

ol
;5

ionaa, saiting 3 up 3 praing v  dexreapouding 1 1
nationalism, it up into roups g toits
two fimdamentals; cﬁpﬂahst and- lmdle nationalis(s are advancing |
against the wosking class under a foreign yoke; but sooner
or later the elements of nationa.
Hsm will realize that ruh(y can only defend the cause of
n s t. c:heoﬂ:erhand,—“g %lelks -y
prolehm on e German pro-
letariat, in face of the alliance beiween Fremch bayonets and
Fascist black-nd:s, will be forced {o realize: thaf, they can
defend neither themselves nor the country except by opposing
consistent siruggle.
who became a affer cea
wbeamnster,huwnﬂmmarhdeouhowthel’
murrym ouHheVawﬂesEnce. In this article he describes
international bourgeoisit. He
nts out lhat he Ruhr adventure has everthrown: the shaky
lance of Europe, that it has rendered all antagomisms more
acute. He shows that, in the whole of bourgeois France there
is not a single individual capable of making up hu_ mind {o liqui.
date the crime initiated by Poincaré. He points out that the
English government was not _able fo do anything fo prevent
ihls crime. We uk, what will be the inevitable result of this

te impotence of the world bourgeome with ard o
the pending 'cata whose a ch the lnurge:fm sees,
but cannot preveat? answer I8 Nobody
can tell how I the death agomies of capitalist Europe may

last. But one thing we ‘do know—if the bourgeoisie is not
able to prevent the catastrophe, it will prevented by that class
which can live without the , and which does not intend
tfo bé engulfed in the catastrophe. Today or tomorrow this class
will take the salvation of humanity mto its _hands. ‘And the

‘wretched dictator, the d;ctafor without brains, the dictator who is

only capable of :destroying the European bourgeoisie, will be
compelled to abdicate myfa%or of the dictator who has learnt by
suffering what hk has to do. )

» 'l'he Frankfor: Conference

(Con rluswn )

tion after the war, when a clear division was made beiween
the two amps of: Reformism and Revolution. These men did not
in the change of situation brought about by the t war.
lthough the revolutionary majority in-the trade unions made
exiensive coacessnons fo the reformist minority, the latter brou ht
about the by which we were oblged/to found the rev
tionary- C TU outside of the CGT.
The tpeaker then described the frightful financial situa-
uon ,o! France,: which naturally eignifies inevitable economic
- “ The natienal debt now amounts 1o 10,000 francs per head
ofthepoptﬂnhm,mdtbmwnommpeal:dm out this

debtsoloﬁgu-?owaré‘tm rom one ad-

venture into another.
venture {0 call | lbewnlordo!opt np,thmsitaelfmth
class. A 10% wage tax is to cure

full violence on;
the wreiched financul cond ions, - But the workmg clase protests

agaiust’ this t spon
Le Havre. Tht(! T
Action” lgmut e preda
mittee has distributed
class; this manifest

i

-]

: son.
mmea our dulyétowu'ds fbe Internat :onal, and slul!
o do so.
hfl:or;nz%?:i Thi: iy evidenced by
y. This is the great miners’
‘ ﬁe Red Minert’ Ustion eﬂechvely utilized the
hvorlble uhn

y the coal shortage and the
price of English _c&d. I lhi. ctnke the Amﬂ;eh‘ﬁe:ued front h‘h
r Union hu ane’rged

coxttmne
Poincaré’s government is
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“from this struggle with a membership increased by -thousands.
‘On this 18. March, the day of the Commune, the day on which the
“whole French proletariat thinks of its bold champions, massacred
in thousands against the wall of Pere Lachaise, we are proud to
represent here the ploletariat of France. We shall not tolerate
another 1914, we shall sabolage the mobilization and declare a
general strike ~ We a to the German proletariat,” whose
revolutionary spifit we have here seen, to join us in preparin

for the revolutionary mass strike against war. In the face of all’

obstacles and dangefs, we must lead the revolution to victory.”

(iomrdde. Brandler_: The situation in
fus . Germany: .

.| Today we see in Germany, as a result of ‘the 'social demo-
craiic policy, the complete collapse of capitalist  reconstruction ”,
the collapse of finance, of food provision, and of production. The
country has a floating ‘debt of 45 billion marks. While the
enormously high prices render the food problem more and more

ariat. the agrarians gather in huge profits.

-Although the dollar is falling, the prices continue fo rise.

- The capitalist offensive becomes dailv more aggressive.
. The resulis of the policy pursued since the collapse are, a
lower ‘living standard of the proletariat, expropriation of the

. Jower bourgeoisie. The whole structure of German society has

been thrown info utter confusion, and many members of the intel-
lectual and lmhhg‘cm have not only beert forced into the
ranks of the proletariat, but even far below it. It is precisely
these elements which supply the foundation of Fascism.

* The German bourgeoisie refuses to raise by taxation even
those amounts required to maintain its own sfate apparatus.

- 90% of all taxes are raised from the wages of workers, tlerks,

and officials, and only 10% of these direct taxes are collected

The German bourgeoisie uses every pos-

* from the bourfeoisie.
sible medium for its enrichment, even undisguised high treason,

as recently proved by the Baden Aniline To's deal.

'~ Qur first task is to mobilize the proletariat. In the year
-1918 we demanded an alliance with the sole proletarian state,—
Soviet Russia. At that time fhe social democratic lack of faith
in the revolutionary power of the proletariat was so great that
the social democrats declared such an alliance to be uscless, for
within 3 months Czarism would be ruling Russia again.

' They went begiing to the Entente bourgeois’e, and fell upon
their knees before i , & .

—  And yet all the {tien existing Entente governments have
vanished; the Soviet government is the only one remaining, and

it stands more firmly than ever. The French proletariat will not

i

. rebel for a Cuno or Stinnes government. But if the

roleta-
riat had the {:owet in its lands, then the French proletar[l’ans in
uniform would have acted precisely as they did in Archangel

when they ‘were called upon to fight against. the Soviet govern-’

ment. .

The' French imperialists are now striving for tlE)erecisely the
same aims as those striven for by the Germans in war.
: On the one side we see decay and ruin in the reactionary
racks, and on the other side the growing revolutionary forces
of the proletariat. - :

Comrade Newbold of the English C. P.
described the situation in Great Britain: there is no probabilit
of an effective intervention on the part of the masses of Britis
workers at the present junciure. After two years of unprece-
dented un oyment, are still 400 istered un-
employed. trade unions are weakened, and t emplc}yen

ize every strike for the %rpose‘oi drawing cheap labor from
the army of nnqmph{ed. is, of course, is no excuse for the
l':!vpocrihal tactics of trade union leaders of the description of
rank Hodges, who do mot think 4t all of revolutionary action
conjointly with the workers of other countries.

. The old, Conservative Party, accustomed to rule, and io-
fernally cunning, has b: t ‘about the union between England
and America, under Bonar Law’s leadership. France, on the other
hand, is comparatively isolated. So long as capitalist society
“continues to exist, British imperialism will never renounce ils

* ambition of world domination. It merely waits for its chance.

’

N
- ‘The British workers are dissafisfied. Their class consciousness

“ja awakening. For the first time in history miliions of votes
were cast for the Labor Pariy. But this signifies no more than
the millions of votes for social democracy in 1914.
British ialism is . But at the present time the great
- ‘wnass-of British workers ,o I -think imperialistically; they con-
sider themselves members!of a ruling class, and for this reason
we cannot promise anything for the C.P. of England which we
are not in a position to ful !

Infernational Press Cén_',esponcimc&

. with danger as that

. poselul and positive class war, .

I3 iR . ia

Declaration of the Social Democratic

; he ‘Fraction. ESLERO: e (- B
. The social democratic fraction declares o the Intef-- !
national Conference: : ERWAR RS ool &

With the occupation of the Ruhr the i ialists of France
and Belgium have committed an act of war involving a frightiul
danger for the proletariats of Germany,- France, and. jum.
The occupation of the Ruhr is a blow, in the face of the- German . -
working class. But at the same time it implies the most terrible -
consequences for the proletariat of France and Belgium.

_ The Ruhr oeccupation signifes the danger of a fresh inter-
national slaughter. Should, however, in understanding be
reached between Poincaré and Loucheur on 'the one
Cuno and Stinnes on the other, it will be solely at the se of
the proletariat on both banks of the Rhine. The exploited of both-
countries will be alike the victims of a war or of an under-
standinghebetwem the capitalists of France and Germany.

The Ruhr occupation has supplied fresh nmms‘men' ment to
Chauvinism in France and Germany. Under the cloak of national
defence the Fascisti are arming. And in botl™ countries. the
weapons are directed against the proletariat. A new war is to
be provoked, so that the workers may be the modre  ealisy
enslaved. | I E g

In this situation it is absolutely imperiative that the
working class form a : 1

national and international united [roal, 2l
for carrying on thestruggle against the victorious imperialist
against the war danger conjured up by the occu of the
Ruhr, and against Fascism in every country. It is only i’ the
working class acts in determined unison that it can emerge vic-
torious from this fight. S Fo

We therefore demand that the United Social Democratic
Party of Germany, and the General Trade Union Alliance, put
an end to all coalition with the German bourgeoisie, and take up
the struggle for the Workers' Gevernment. - | i

The German bour%eoisie shares the blame for the war and
the occupation of the Ruhr. : A T

The alliance with the bourgeoisie must be replaced by the -
alliance with the revolutionary proletariat, with the Independent
Socialist Party and Communist Party of Germany. - -

It is only by taking up the struggle against the German
bourgeoisie that we shall be able to establish a united fighting
front together with the working classes of France, Belgium, Eng- .
land, and all other countries. 1 ‘

This struggle must bring us side by. side with

Soviet Russia, the first and only proletarian state

in the world. | )

We demand of the Second and Amsterdam Internationals
that they enter all the organizations affiliated to them into, this
internafional class strug*gle. The present situation is ag pregnant

of the summer preceding the great war.
We do not want another 1914.

We therefore demand of the international labor organiza-
tions: war against war! The social democratic fraction lares
to the International Conference that it wijl do its utmost to
further this demand within the Social Democratic Party and the
independent Trade Unions. _ | '

The working class, if united with-the bourgeoisie; is con-
demned to inevitable ruin. But our own national and interpational
united fighting front renders us unconquerable, and will gain
for us peace and liberty. -

Long live the united international fighting front.of the’
proletariat against the bourgeoisie of the w ole world! -

Ernst Friege. Barnewald. Erdmann. Flammiger. Appel. “Albert.

~Declaration of the Independent Sacial
~ Dempogcratic Fraction. : o
The inyasion of French imperialism into the Rhenish--

Westphalian industrial area, combined with the sfeady increase
of the Fascist danger, makes it imperiative for all proletarian
forces to be mobilized for a determined defensive struggle. “This
defensive struggle can dnly be victorious if based on t united
action of the infernational proletariat. - The lust for robbery and
wer. actuating infernational capitalism and imperialism must
opposed by the united front of the international working class,
ready for action, and esfablished on the firm:foundation of pur-
"l

.. In consideration of the present dangerous and threatening
situation, the Ind dent Social Democratic Party of Germany
is willing ‘to put all tactical party differences in t background -
for the moment, in order that it.may co-operafe in the formation |
of this unied front. It regrets and eon%emns the anti-labot .
attitude adopted by the leaders of the London and Amsterdam

Trade Union Internationals, and of the Geperal German Tradp A

side and |
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Union Federation and ‘}‘te ll-!ni:fl?f $odalﬂ | Democr: ?k(ic Pax;y, “\;hose
non-participation in rankfort congress demonstrates an
a(mﬁ: ho%?ile to unity. The Independent Social Democratic
Party regards the combatting and defeat of this disastrous re-
visionist and nationalist policy a8 {he first need ‘of the hour, in
order that the French and In proletari-ts, and the prole-
tdriats of the whole world, may be steeled for the struggle

- against all militarist and imperialist dangers, and for the viciory

in

|

' conducted by the whole proletariat dgainst war, imperialism, and -

- ‘by the occupation of the Ruhr to past

over infernational capital, in order that the road be cleared for
Socialism. ' i )
. - . H. Fuchs »

4 (Secr_eiary of {he national commit{ee of the shop stewards
- of Mecklenburg,)

. E.Walther _
(Represeniative of the Rarty Committee.)

The rapacious invasion of French imperialism
the Ruhr area, and the danger of a fresh war.

I

The International Conference now being held in Frakfort,
convened on the initiative of the i
Stewards, and atfended by delegafes from the most im rtant
European countries and the united workers of various tendencies:

| socia; democrats, independents, s licalists, communists, and
/ revolutionary trade unionists, is indu by lixe situation created
e following resolution:

1. The fight against the occupation must be carried on
with increased energy, nationally and internationally, especially
in Germany, France, and Belgium. | Our slogan must be:

 Out of the occapi’t}i territory!

.. 2. .The annulment of all  international robber-treaties,
especially of the treaty of Versailles, must be striven for by
means of a struggle organized and executed in every country
with the ulmost energy. ‘ '

ok B The carrying out of this stru%gle involves systematic
-propaganda work in the army in %enera and among the troops
of the occupied ferritory in particular. The most important task
of the coming period is the work of enlightenment among the
white and colored soldiers. - L
4. Systematic work must be done towards fraternizing the
- slaves of labor hounded gainst each other by the hostile bour-
geoisie, towards awakeniag brotherly solidarity between the
i.working class and the troops in the occupied ferritory. The
~‘French, Belgian, and English soldiers must have it proved to them
by actua! deeds that the German workers adopt an irreconcilable
attitude towards the ruling classes of Germany and France alike.
L 5 The restoration of the devastated regions is to
'be carried out at the expense of the ruling classes of all coun-
tries, under the control of proletarian organizations, until such
time as- the problem of res’oration is solved by the general so-
« cialist order. "N bl o il
. ..6. Propaganda Work must be intensified among the youth,
the womien, and war victims of all countries. The revolutionar
youth organizations, whose work has already been attended wit
much success, as well as the revolutionary women’s organizafions
must be induced fo take a more active part in the fight being

Fascis.

“1-:" 7T :Visits to the Rukr area must be organized, from re-

% presen atives of works and {rade unions of all countries, and

especially of France, Belgium, and England, so that these re-
presen{atives may have the opportunity of getting to know the
~_real position of the workers in the| occupi territory, who are

' borne down by the double yoke of hpme and foreign exploitation.

8. Franco-Russo-German fraternitiés must be form.A
among the workers of the most
especially among the railwaymen, miners, and metal workers.
The task of these fraternities should. be fo execute joint acts of
solidarity, and to lend aid for the co-ordination of infer-

- mational actions organized by the Committee of Action.

57 9. Control Committees must be formed, nationally and
imerrationall:  from among the workers of those branches of
industry engaged in the manufacture land transport of the means
_.of war workers in ammunition factories, aeroplane works, chemi-
cal works, mmixg, sea-faring, railroads, and transport service).
These Control Ca
- frontiers, at railway junctions, and in the most important ports.

.. 10. Special conferences must be immediaLely organized, of
representatives of the shop steward councils an:
ny, France, Belgium, and the occupied territory—especially

from Paris, Brussels, Rhenish-Wes halia, and Berlin—for the

d-;vassion of all questions rclating to :h;e}s‘iluaﬁan of the working
¢ class in the occupied ferrifory, and for .consulling ‘ow the most
_Suifable measures of joint militant action. |

v - PP = FEOR

International Press Correspon e dence

henish-Westphalian Shop "

important industrial groups,

mmitiees must lmve headquarters on the

trade unions of

11. An Iniernational Protest Week a%&?:;:t the Ruhr oc?
cupation must be carried out in all countries 15.-22. Aprili
These manifestations and ‘emonstrations must be extended into
mighty prolests Tgu'nst the rapacious treaty®f Versailles, against
the war danger, and against Fascism. The labor organizations
of every pogﬁcal frend, d gﬁecially the great mon-partisan
masses of workers, are to be called upon to take part in these
demorfstrations, i - , o

" 12. During  this" week the ex-parliamentary campaign’
against war danger and Ruhr occupatin must be supported in
the parliaments and municinal representations of all countries.

; 13. During this international protest week the fight must
be taken up -everywhere against the policy of coalition with the
bourgeoisie.  The creation of the proletarian. united front, and
the organizafion of an international strike in the case of diplo-
matic and warlike complications, can only be: carried through
victoriously by s of constant, persevering, and inexorable
fighting against all the measures taken by the capitalist offensive..

- ‘14 The, International Conference elects from its midst
delegations commissioned {o negotiate with the Amsterdam and .
Second Internationals, the Vienna Working Union, and the wor-
kers’ organizations of the different countries, on the organization
of this protest week, and on the formation of a proletarian united
front for the struggle against Facsism, war danger, and the Ver-
sailles treaty. These delegations are o be composed of followers
of the varioug parties represented at the conference.

; 15. The conference elects an International Commitiee of
Action, composed of 21 members, Tepresenting al! the political
and economiic organizations presen{ at the conference. Should
political or trade union organizations rot yet represented at the’
conference, jain the international fighting front later, they will
?{e enabled to send delegafes {o this International Commitee of

ction. 3 ¢ ! ? .

16. The International Commiltee of Action, in its capacity
of ex-party organ, is commissioned {o imifiate fraternal relations

with the labor organizations of all tendencies. Where the heads .
of the national and international organizations refuse to coperate
with the comrhittee, the latter is commissioned fo appeal directly
to the masses, the shop stewards, and the local organizations.

17. The International Commitee of Action is commisioned
to mobilize all political and economic organizations of the
workers for the struggle against internationa imperialism. For
this purpose the International Committee of Action is o enter
into negoiations with all labor organizations regarding the con-
vention of an International’ Labor World Congress to combat -
war, imperialism, and Fascism. '

18. The conference comnmtissions the International
Comitiee of Action to create a fund for establishing the inter-
national united fighting front. All workers are %o organize
collections for:this Fighting Fund, and fo delivar up the amounts
collected fo the International Committee of Action.

As the occupation of the Ruhr area is a result of the
Franco-Anglo-German conflict for hegemony, fhe revolutionary
:vc;{('l;ers of these countries are faced with a number of special
asks.

In France,

where the Communist Party and the Unitarian Labor Confede-
ration have -been carrying on a violent struggle against their
imperialist bourgeocisie, this struggle must be, intensified.
“Down with the Versailles peace treaty!” “Out of Germany!”
these must be the slogans cast abroad af all meetings held among
the broad masses. Agitation and propaganda are {o be supple-
mented by demonstrations, and the struggle concentrated on the
following " points: ~

~ Fight against’ high prices; against the wage tax; against
the exploitation of the colonies; for their emancipation; against
the use of th:-army and of colored troops, especially in social
conjlicts between capital and labor; for the imposition of all taxa-
tion on the propertied classes; /or the abolition of standing
armics; for the free expression of opinion among officials; for
the arming of the proletariat, . :

.~ The united frent tactics, which have already achieved good
results in France, must be continued by the political party and _
the revolutionary trade unions alike. As the shop steward move-
meiit is just ‘coming into existence in France, it is necessary to
begin with a campaign for convening a congress of répresen-
tatives from 'all factories, at first in districts and later on a
national scale, for the of discussing the quesfion of unify
of the trade unions and the danger of war. : | 1 T

) In Germany,

the revolutionary working class must wage war at {wo froufs.
The first aim is; -
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To throw Poincaré out, with the aid of the international
_ action of the working class. =~ ‘

. Today the situation is different from that of 1914; today
the working class is defermined to defeat the external enemy, and
to solve the conflict in the interests of the proletariat. At the

same {ime it represents the interests of the broadest non-prole-
tarian masses. While " the bourgeoisie paralyses the defence
“against the Ruhr occupation by its readiriess to come to an

understanding  with the Rrench bourgeeisie; and to -join it in °

exploiting the workers, the working class is‘mobilizin%\and or-
Fanizing_the revolutionary fighting staff against French imperia-
“hism. S 3

ST In order to check the imge:ialist plans of the French bour-
geoisie, in order to create ‘the firmest solidarity in the-inter-
national working class, it is imperiative to unfold a mass struggle
! for the overthrow of the Cuno. government and the

.- establishment of a_revolutionary labor movement. i

- While the Social Democratic Party and trade union leaders subor-
dinate:the interests of the working class to tgose of the bolur-
i geoisie; while they support the Cuno government by every possible
{means, it mus! be the -task of the revolutionary workers to mo-

. 'bilize the forces of the working class, especia{ly outside of the
‘Ruhr area, for the struggle against the Cuno ‘government.

i * This-can only be done by opposing everywhere a united
.revolutionary proletarian fighting front to the capitalist offensive
‘against wages and working hours, and te the bands of murde-

- _rous Fascisti paid by heavy indusiry. The work being done by

i the shop, sfewards and contrdl copmitiees, towards the reduction
" of prices and towards obfaining control of production, the forma-
tion of proletarian self-defence units agaimst Fascist reaction,
must be continued and extended. '
The tax-dodging practised by the propertied class must be
. combatted by thé seizure of real values by a Workers’ Govern-
ment. - The working class refuses o raise the means for the
sham defense being carried on by the German bourgeoisie while
| negotiating with the French bourgeoisie.
; The revolutionary working class of Germany opposes
every fresh capitalist war; it will ten times rather throw the
riches of the German bourgeoisie, pressed out of the German
~working class, into the jaws of bloodthirsty French imperialism,
vinvorder to win a respite for the development of proletarian
‘power, than sacrifice the bodies of the German proletariat for a
capitalist ' war.. Should this: attempt at maintaining peace be
' shipwrecked on French imperialist greed for land, should the
powerful sapport and enthusiasm called forth internationally by a
revolutionary Workers Governmernt in Germany not tause the
' - then weakened Entente imperialism to abandon its attack on the
“ German Workers' Government, then, a revolutionary war of de-
-fence carried on by the German and Russian Red Armies, allied
10 the revolutionary working class in the Entente countries, will
"be able to conquer this counter-revolutionary imperialism.

‘England.

% The revolutionary workers of Great Britain are faced with
the task of winning over the British Labor Party and the trade

tin Germany, and against the of renewed war. A com-
.prehensive campaign must be carried out in the press, in Parlia-
ment, in the municipalities, by eyery means of publication, for the
pu of enligtening the English working class on, the situation
in the Rufir area, and on the pirate lg:oli of the English bour-
i_toisie in" Ireland, in the Near and Far E:

urkey, India, and The worki

rking class is to be organized

for the”st'm;g!é agamst “this _policy now being pursued by the

_ruling class. j L e, |
: It is n ry that the revolutionary prolejariat in the
army and nam extensive propaganda against the boure

geois policy, and for the profetarian class struggle. -

mass unemployment, the capitalist offensive in Eng--

N, The
. - _lmNe attempts to lengthen working hours and reduce wages,
- the casting of whole burden of taxation on the working class,
" the housing’ problem — all this must be made the subject of a
broadly planned propaganda for the establishment of tlm

" reaction. : :
St . 1. In Italy,

where the Fascist Bacchanalia continues, and where Fascism has
| reduced the working fmasses to their present condition of enslave-
.ment in order to be the more easily able to plunge them into

iresh wars, the most urgent fask is the concentration’ of the

whole of the revolutionary forces of the country; further, the re-
..storation of the
>tion of ithe wo

-party.

ing people in town and country, regardiess of

. zatioms, - * . . oo :
This work of organization, this concentration of all.prolé-

-French imperialism, and which France is anxidus to convert into

- unions for a decisive action as:inst the occupation- of territory -
nger

st; and especially-in -

_pression of their class will. _ :
— . d) Inclusion of aH workers, of whatever party, in this

the prole-
tariat united front against bourgepis class rule and bourgeoj_s’

letarian mass organizations, and the mobiliza- -

the , .of assembly, of organization; for the liberation of the
political prisoners, for securing housing. for the workers without
mcreased rents, against reductions in wages; against the arbi-
trary dismissal of workers and officials for political reasons, for
the imposition of all taxation upon the bourgeoisie, for the rd-

herence to the lease agreements and for the complete retention-of *
the eight hour day. Legal, semi-legal, and illegal activity must be "

carried on energetically in the army and im the Fascist organi-

tarian forces in the struggle for the defence of the life intercsis
of the working masses, when supportéd by the solidarity of the

international proletariat, will create the necessary power for the -

overthrow of the Fascist regime.

In Czecho Slovakia, in Poland; Roumania, and Yugoslavia, -

where the governments are under the immediate influence of

a corridor through which she: can find immedjate access to the!

frontiers of Soviei:Russia, and divide up Geyman territory, we:

must concentrate our whole propaganda on the slogans: 4 Down
with the French Exchange and ifs ilunlzr;'s! " “Down with all
those who promise to give the blood of the workers -for French
gold!™ In these couniries, the immediate neighbours of Soviet
Russia, particular emphasis must be laid on the readiness of the
workers of these states to stand on the side of Soviet Russia in
the case of war. The work of revolutionary organization in
these countries must be conducted in the closest contact with the
revolutionary ‘workers of France and Germany. The agitation
and propaganda must be closely bound up with the propaganda
and action against unemployment, high prices, taxation, political
suppression, etc, x !

The Russian working class, which *has proved its inter-"

national solidarity in the Ruhr crisis by great demonstrations,’
collections of money, and consignments of corn, will support the,
German and French working class determinedly in all struggles
against exploitation. The revolutionary Workers’ Governments

will meet with the unqualified support of the Russian working -
class, and with a readiness {o enter into a fighting alliance for -
- the establishment and| secuirily of the rule of {he workin

with the aid of every means obtainable. The allian¢e of the Rus-
sian Sdviet power with the victorious warkets’ governments of
Western Europe will render the rule of the working class un-
conquerable. ‘ S '

Resolution on the struggle against Fascism,

An additional task- is imposed oy the workingheclass, that -
8

of fighting the victorious Fascism of Italy, and Fascism
being organized all over the world. [t must overcome Fascism
litically, and organize effectivé means of self-defence against

ascist violence. For this purpose the following measures must
be adopted: ’

1. The labor parties and ‘labp-r orgamzations of ebery
tendency must form a special body in all countries, for leading

the struggle against Fascism. The duties of this body are as.
follows: | .

a) Compilation of facts on the Fascist movement in their
own countries. - - .

b) | Systematic enlightenment of the working class- 1:& 1
garding the hostile class character of the Fascist movement, by -

means of newspaper articles, pamphlets, posters, meetings, efc.

¢ ¢) Organization of 'seli-defence amorig the working class
by means of enrolling and arming self defense troops. - Organiza-
tion ‘of workers’ control committees for preventing the transport
of Fascist bands or of their weapons. Ruthless crushing of all
Fascist, attempls to terrorize the workers and to hindeér the ex-

struggle. Appeal {o all labor parties, trade unions, and all prole-
tarian miass orgarizations, to join in defence against Fascism.

e)  Combatting of Eascism jn the: Parliaments and all -

public corlggraﬁons. ;s -

f)- Devotion of special atieution 1o anti-Fascist enlighten-
ment among {he working youth, from whose ranks the Fascists
enlist most of their recruifs. The revolutionary youth organiza-
tions should take part|inthe activity of all the’ prolefarian or-
ganizations of self;defence. 5 .

2. The forces 'of Fascism are. organized internationally.'_l

It is therefore imperative that the fight against Fascism be also:
organized ‘internationally. For this purpose an international
workers’ committee must be formed. Besides formihg a medium|
for exchange of experiences, this committe, will above ‘all be en-

trusted with the organization of the infernational struggle, {0 be|

|
conducted chiefly ctors fgrg.

against Ialian Fascism. Leading
the struggle are:’ ) o B b X

There must be a determined fight to restore the liberty of

class, '

, 1
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a) an international campaign of enlighteiment by means of ent Fascism from being recruited from the less class
) ' i - : Kow the .gi’su’i'u's' elements, and that they can only prevent this by ener-

newspapers, pamphlets, pictures, mass meelings, etc., -
. . absolutely~ anti-labor character of IHalian Fascist rule, the getic revolutionary struggle agamst the ruling class. The labor
* gystematic destruction.of al labor organizations and institutions organiuﬁong must ore make an energetic and determined
by Fascism; SRl ‘ i attack against capital, for the protection of the broad masses of
- b) the organization of international mass metings and thé working people against exploitation, oppression, and usug.

demonsirations against Fascism,| aqiu‘ st| the representatives of They must the pseudo-revolution demagogic wat
* the Italian Fascist state abroad, efc; | ; words of Fag_em'by an efficiently org‘a;ynzed mg:ggtc struggle.
¢). utilization of the parliaments; a ls to the parlia- Further, they must crush with all thefr force the first attempts at
ments, especially to their labor ons, and to the“international Fascist organization in their own coumtries. '
labor organizations. to send issions to Italy to examine into = 3 : .
. the situation of the working, ‘
‘ d) struggle for the

RN RE N S - On the suggestion of comrade Clara Zetkin, it was

ate liberation of all' imprisoned unanimously = deci g to send the following telegram {o the
{4-1 15 : . comrades imprisoried in Italy: -

ort for the persecuted working . “The International erence at Frankfort sends the

class of Italy, by means of collecting ‘money, fmdmf homes for" heartiest fraternai ings, and the warmest liberation gree-

. -the refugees, a their work abroad, etc. The International fings, to comrades Bordiga and Serrati, and to ail communist,

“Red Relief must be further developed fo this end. The worker's gocialist, and revolutionary workers whom the terror. of Fascist

co-operatives are to be a led to for help; dictatorship has bamshg behind prison wablls, of tﬁs&um

) e sacred

i f) the international commitiee of action is commissioned 10  at home and abroad. conference i
J17 consider all the possibilities of : morai, political, and material dufy of all clags gonsggemm:orken tmt‘ litn‘;aithful soli-
-boycott of the Italian govemmgnt} i ) darily with the suffering Italian letariat, with all energy,
) the conference commissions,the international commitiee for the liberation of the lnrprioonedmd for the suppression of
rtachon fo pént itself in;o ogmn C ﬁo?_ with the n{i’rot'_lg:og Fascism.” : Clara Zetkin.
' International Committee for Combat ascism, and Wil . The motion proposed the Poli ion,
. ‘- erganizations which have been formed by it, for the purpose of Committee of Acu%rn shouldbymke an sl: del?gizlwtheﬂ';’tolﬁ
,establishing a permanent commitfes. | workers employed in the Ruhr and in lgnnee, asking these

e ool i im tive to hammer into the mind of the workers {o remember their class duty, and not {o permit themselves to
~that the fate of the Jtalian working class will be their fate, unless be used as tools of the bourgeoisie, was passed unanimously.
y ] P ) p 11 r . 1 =
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Another Step Forward

< |- ) By A. Lozovsky. :
Fa 2ol || Berlin, March 22, 1923. . But the Frankfort Conference was not ohly a manifestation
. .1 """ ihe International Conierence  at Frankfort carried us o:mt,he elrerfmcr,easxng_ united front of the proletariat, it was
- ‘nother step forward on the road .fo unmiting all proletarian 200V¢ all a consultation held by men of ripe revolutionary
- ‘forces for the struggle against war and Fascism. This con- CciPerience, who. set {liemselves concrete questions as fo the
" feremce aroused the greatest interest among the workers, and g;';‘ effective methods to be adopted.in the siruggle against war
- righfly so. ' H was the first internifional conference which had  {Z1&C ‘;d Fascism, as fo the means to be taken for cpmbmwuishg
~ been held since the occupation of the Ruhr valley, at which all ! d fr“ masses in united organizations with one united wik,
* -, questions . were thoroughly debafed. The soul-saving speeches lmd or assembling the scattered proletarian forces in order to
" ‘which the leaders of W International delivered on ~ £20 (hem against the growing reaction. The Fraukfort social
. the subject of the Ruhr invasion need not be counted. Of geMmocratic journal, the V. “,’"msf ironically named our con-
' "course nobody has thought of taking these reformist fea-parties icrénce a “conferenge of War”. This newspiper wanted fo
- seriously; even lhouql‘vlgo took part in the. knew perfectly well stigmatize us*gy such a designation, as the social democrats
© ~that nothing - would come of When Fimmen rellected ;vere not pleased: with my declaration that we were no peace con-

on the passivity of the Amster fernational, and began to jcreice, but a class war conference. In this sense the Frankfort
~ shed ter:a, 'hisy‘ coﬂugue.(hde& wrote an article ib:g which  Conference really was a war conference. Its task was to collect
. e endeavored to' prove that these’

. s gain:
" +10"be explained by his “exhaustion”.| We do not know whether ' sum up these experiences, and to work out practical forms and

4

¢s of Fimmen were - iheiexperiences isemed in the class struggle in every country, to

b “Fimmen i really exhausted of uot, br whetber it was the pro. zrllria_?rgs for the class war. — We are quite prepared to admit

[ letarian conscience which spoke iu him—but it is an unalterable 'S Cesignation of our conference as a war conference, for it
| fact that the leaders of-the Amsierdam International admitted ~[Sdicated the lines on which the class war is fo be carried .

\ -their own mmpotence; nay more, they admitted that they have L l‘ig"’ is the whole working class; our front forms a zig-
- mo wish fo carry out the resolutions’ passed at the Hague. " %g'ha €, t‘,:'f".‘mgt every country in a. thousand directions.
. That which both the Amsterdsm and the 2. International army is sill m‘?ﬁ,g"g‘{m wotld _But.a gart. ol pur
failed fo" do, has been accomplished by the Communist Inter-- influence of bourgeois ideology; o4 pass;tvnyf.\_xs .stxpmp.nmder e
national and thie Red International of Labor Unions. The com- reformism. and g, one part (,ﬁu‘:epa thoere:; s el by
“munist, parties and the revolutionary frade unions, and these = of class war ‘~lt'v¥is”thep‘wrk o’f ke mrourod the flag
_ -alane rose up determinedly agaimst the predatory invasion by ml“ﬁm“y' workers more closel :)uogeu‘r o t gxﬂd STRE. Mie
- French unﬁnalum; they alone roused the masses to a real ' petween the revolutiona wbrlner{ and &re, < kers & bridge
“struggle. revolutionary actions have been welcomed with members of reformist orryaniiaﬁonl or ho beloog it W
the greatest sympathy by many workers sfill belonging fo re-  grganization and stand. apathetically aside frors {he " socal
formist organizations. Frankfort conference was not only -struggle developing ammcf. M——t’ : e ol
- attended by communists and revolutionary syndicalists, but also e side of irreconcilable class waf 0 Srhit Ak (leje bver o

by workers belonging o the German social democratic and o " R

% m'g:mdent social democratic parties. The social democratic Was the Frankfort Conference successful in fulfilling these
‘ took part in the conference against the will of their 1asks? Undoubledly. = Above all, the conference adopted a
Jeaders. When they were faced hy alernative of either number of practical mieasures calculated to create new fulcrums

- submitting to the anti-proletarian decisions of their leaders, and . for our str :“the control commmissions, commitiees of action,
of thus weakening the ‘tmst war, or of acting against - international Ifaternities, etc. All these are mew centres’ of
their leaders’ decisions a : their aid to strengthen the Orgamization, whose task lies in drawing the masses  more
anti-imperialist and anti-Fascist front, they chose the. latter ~ closely fogether for their siruggle against imperialism. The
course: they acled as real proletarians. In this way a united culmination of all the organizations formed is the International
front has actually created, a front upon whose strength Committee of Acﬁ;)n, 4 body standing outside of party, and
. the life of the working masses hangs in the most literal sense of commissioned fo Jead the work of the revolutionary” of
-y the word. It is true that but few social democratic workers ¢very political trend, to enter into close relations with ail labor
~ aftended the Frankfort Confsrence (only ten in all), but this mniutwm,lng to do its utmost fo convene an international

' -small group, which preferred a united front with the revolution congress. £

. workers {0 a united front with the bourgeoisie, mirrored ‘ﬂ?e '/ The International Conference passed 'numbe’l l crete
E: 53:::@:: ;n;i}:gpanon of the bro: ! masses against the anti- 9rmizatory resolutions, and in addiﬁaon {o t‘ﬁis impaxx-‘tg(fi ccg:crehe
E/ Chan policy o r leaders. Pl i insiructions fo the revolutionary workers of the most important
v\‘ i

o
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countries as fo their immediate tasks under present circumstances,
and pointed out the subjects on which the proietariat of each
country must concenirate under existing international condi-
tions.. The program has. been worked out carefully; and this
program is no’ of a mere national movement. It is a
Tox of the experiences gained by the revolutionary movement
mn all countries.

The Frankfort Conference differed from the Hague con-
ference in that it did not occupy ifself with pacifist speech-
making. The men who met in Frankiort were no pacifists, but
revolutionists; no phrase-makers, but men of action; and they
were thus able to enter into évery question of our complicated

. class strategy. '

- The Fran

. The most important strategic question for the working
class is that of the international co-ordination of action. We
bave seen how the Amsierdam and 2 Internationals whici were
restored with so much trouble after the war, resolved themseives
into their national constituents as soon as the war clouds lowered
in Europe. The pacifist gossipers of all counfries made lame
speechés on the Lea of Nations, and inveighed against Poin-
caré for his ungent ly behavior, but all the same they con-
tinued to prefer the cultivation of national narrow-mindedness,
and the preference of “national interests”- to class interests.
kfort Conference has
what the infernafional solidari
While the French and

o0 of the proletariat really mzans.
roomt speeches, the Fren

Igian reformists were making drawing-
communisis and revolutionary syn-

- dicalists appeat"ed at the Frankfort Conference and there declared,

-

" Ling class who are desirous of fighti

/

| bourgeoisie acts towards the German bourgeoisie.

the workers ot all countries, that they would exert every
vor to-break the meck of rampant imperialism. And they
were not deterred -from att. ding the conference by the fact
that dozens of communists and syndicalists are still in prison
for participating in tlie Essen conference. In suc™ manner do
the revolutionary workers of all countries regard the ‘duties
imposed upon them by the international complications and inter-
national conflicts of today. .

The leaders of the Amisterdam and 2. Internationals did
not wish to appear at the Frankiort Conference, but as they
had to do something in view of the Ruhr occupation, or otherwise
ther might lose the support of all workers, the reformists of
'Italy, France, England, and Belgium assembled in Paris at
the same time as the Frankfort Conference was being held,
for the purpose of seeking a solution for the problems agitatin
the international proletariat. Vandervelde, Renaudel, MacDonald,
and Modigliani, resolved to send a deputation to Berlin to

l::ﬁo(inte with the German social democrats on the reparations

the: Ruhr occupation, " A strange decision fo come to!
In the first place, why was it necessary to call the reformists
of the Entente lands together first, why not have invited the
German reformists_at once? The thing is perfectly clear:
The reformists of France, Belgium, and of the countries_diplo-
matically connected ‘with them, felt themselves to be in the

position of victors/with regard to the German reformists, and -

se ‘ed upon a course with regard to them just as theAEntente
s soon
as ‘two representatives of Entente reformism are gathered
together, t,ble:y begin to out about the reparations, as if it
were onlf"_ rance and ium - which - were devasfated by the
war, All this is perfectly imcomprehensible so long as we
regard the reformists as tatives of the working class,
but as soon as we regard them as tatives of the “Nation”,
that is, of their own bourgeoisie, their proceedings become per-
fectly comprehensible.
Fascism,. ized as a preveniive counter-revolution,
was accorded great attention by the Frankfort Conference.
‘Fascism is raising its head: everywhere. It hma to: finally
the discontented masses, and to establish dictatorship
of the bourgeoisie for long decades. But what is the difference
between Fascism and o , non-Fascist reaction? The fact
that Fascism misuses the
that it endeavors to utilize the most radical wafchwords, that
it attempts to form labor organizations of its own. = Fascism
disintegrates the labor orgamizations, tries to split them up
from within, to demoralize them, in order to- be better' able to
strangle them. Not onl{hgia Fascism the Highest form of reaction,
it is at the same time the embodiment of the extrcmest bellicose
fiationalism, leading inevitably to fresh wars. Therefore the
Frankfort Conference not only worked out a program for com-
Batting war, but at the same time it laid down the lines of
struggle against Fascism.

The : Frankfort Conference has shown us that it is®not
only the communists and revolutionary syndicalists in the work-
( against war, but many

working class elements as wel; it has shown that the
united front factics proclaimed by the Comintern and -

an}national Press Correspondence -

vided an actual object lesson of-

~occupation.
. allies, the German social democrats, continue to re

g masses by demagogic methods, -

the *
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R.LL.U. have their source in a profound need of (he brpad
mas:

of inlernational solidarity in.another sense also, in that the
separate groups faced the possible results of their impendin
joint struggles against the whole bourgeoisie. The Internation

Lonference, in declaring that the first task of the revolutionary

workers of Germany is the overthrow of the Cuno government

and the establishment of a workers’ government, faced the fact /-

that this’ may 'lead tc a war on the part of the Great and
Little Ententes against the social revolution in Germany. ‘No-
one doubfs for a moment that the workers’ government in
Germany signifies an alliance for life or death between revalu-
tionary Germany and Soviet Russia. To a conference of inter-
nationalists such an alliance is a matfer of course. It would
be a strange thing if Soviet Russia would permit the strangula-
tion of the social revolution in Germany. This was so perfectly
obvious fo everyone that the question did not even give rise
fo a debate. All were fully conyinced that when the German
le:té:imt l};s overthrown gtsh bourgeoisie, and finds itself con-
ron uropean imperialism, t
and theb(led Army will fight hand in hand and shoulder to
shoulder with the German workers until the
victory over the bourgeoisie. - |
The most obstinate and conservative reformtist is now
forced to recognize that it is only the revolutionary workers
who are can?'mg on any effective struggle against the Ruhr
t is true that the German bourgeoisx’e,da‘ndfits
3 t, day affer
day, that the German communists are agents of Poincaré; at
the same time the whole yellow press of France maintains that
the French communists and revolutionary syndicalists are the
paid hirelings of Cuno. This insolvence is nothing new. It is
2 well known line of tactics, invariably followed by ruling classes
and disciples: to represent the revolutionists 6f their count
to be agents of a foreign power. Let them say what they will;
let the dogs bay the moon! The revolutionary workers of all
countries took the first step in Essen. The Frankfort Conference
has taken the second step in the same direction: An inter-
national committee of action has been formed, national ‘and
district committees, commissions, fraternities, etc. have been called
into existence. The path is traced out. before us. - It only
remains to work, to work, and once more to work—and the
victory is ours!

|  POLITICS

What has Mr. Vandervelde to say?
. By Karl Radek. :
. - Moscow, March 10., 1923.
. Our readers will recollect how the one-time royal minister

of justice Vandervelde, caused us {o blush with shame by,

declaring, at the S.R. trial: “In our country, in Belgium, the com-
munists may do as they like, write what l;iey like, and say what
they like.” Mr. Vandervelde added, with a grimace: “This dces
not trouble us; nobody is afraid of them; we are a powerful
Belgian labor party, thegﬁanre an inconsideérable minorit
+ To-day the wire bri

munist have been arrested, among them ‘three members of the
party leadership of whose names we are-not informed. The
will be ac of some frightful crime, perhaps even of hgl
treason. But what has happened that democratic Belgium, whose
advgnuﬁea were so highly mlsed and favorably compared with
Soviet Russian barbarity, suddenily becomé so disturbed?

The Communist Party of Belgian, though young ‘and weak,
has manfully protested against the participation of Belgium in
the rapacious raid on the Ruhr. The Belgi
declared to the workers of Belgium that they
behalf of the welfare of the Belgain |
Belgian communists ‘reminded the Belgian miners that, despite
the enormous gains of the colliery owners, they sre living_ \in-
want and misery. They issued the slogan: No campaigh against
the' German miners (whom the representatives o
capitalism are treating precisely as General Beseler. and other
representatives of the then victorious G
the Belgian miners), but a campaign’ against the Belgian
capitalists. When the movement beiw among the Belgian miners,
Mr. Vandervelde’s gu-ly ran for help to the Belgian capitalists,
and began to hunt down the communists. But it tarned ouf tha
the Belgian communist party,
had the greater influence, and that the fit of jingoism evoked
the German invasion of 1914, and the subsequent sufferings
the Belgian working masses, and even ' ‘

were obliged, on

|
p
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The Frankfort Conference was the highest comgummition

the Russian proletariat -
end, until complete

gs us the news that 20 Beé'inn, com- -

gian bourgeoisie
ple to loot Germany, The '

Belgian

n militarism treated -

despi‘e its youth and weakness,
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' Enfente, js now over. The miners did not follow Mr. Vandervelde,
~but. rather responded to the a made by the Bélgian com-
_ munists Jacquemotte and van Overstraaten. .
+~ As soon as this happened, it appeared that Belgian demo-
cracy 1s as unapproachable as a chaste maiden- uminured to the
" femptations of Iife, The Belgian government tolerated the agita-
"~ tion” of the communists so lon ) i
. - Vandervelde and his party could cope alone with the communist/
i danger., But so soon as it became jevident that the communisis
" .can place themselves at the head of an elementary movemént
- among workers who have lost their faith in Vandervelde, thesi the
" Belgian bourgeoisie fell upon the communists, and flung open the
" doors of the prisons for their r ion. It is possible that Mr.
Vandervelde, with the skill peculiar to him, will even protest
= against these afrests. Mr. Vandervelde invariably makes a point
of protesting whenever the bourgeoisie, with his assistance, prose-
- cutes ifs aims. Then he washes his hands in innocence exclaim-
ing: “1 protest”. But mobody can be deceived by this skilful
.~ manceuvre on M. Vandervelde’s \part. He and his party aided
.. 'their bourgeoisie to maintain power’at the mioment when it ‘was
“ fottéring. Now they protest, with their tongue in their cheek.
— But the general conclusion which we can draw from this is even
¢ ~-more instructive: The bourgeoisie plays with democracy so long
. as it is not dangerous fo it. But ag soon as democratic liberty
mits the working class to organize any form of struggle, as
i “soon as it facilitates any preparation for attack on the part of the
* ‘working class, then the bourgeoisie throws democracy overboard,
and bourgeois conjurers manufacture laws on treason against the
. state.” . - P ,
What has Mr. Vandervelde to say to this?

T |

e e

. From Wesiminsier Palace
; e io Sani€ Prison
g 2 By R. Albert (Paris).

B . ‘.. .and thus the paths-of the flunkeys and the revolu-
- . tionaries cross each other . . .” .
o -U - - Within three days of each other—March 17. and 20.--two
- socialist conferences took place in Paris. The agendas of both
contained almost the same ilems: both were occupied with the
questions unfolded by M. Poincaré, the spokesman of the Comité
es ‘Forges: The ‘Ruhr, the coming war, the .great capitalist
~ threat against the world peace. !
" Two_* socialist ” conferences. | A symbol. .
' One took place in the great| -hall of the irade -union
buildings. . Here there were thousands crowded together who had
" marched hither direct from their places of work, working men
. in old-worn <lothes, the weariness of ithe day’s toil in their bones,
- but at the same time containing in their heads everything which
. Paris '?ossesses of revolutionary hope and confidence, courage
. and will to action.—Outside of ‘the hall, in the darkness of the
" night, a' pack of despicable beings prowled about, around this
" “mass of workers, like hungry dogs ready to make a snap at any.
" moment; police and spies. - '
x The speaker’s platform was o¢ccupied by a man with hair
just turning grey, a man of high stature, with clear eyes—he
spoke with outstretched hand. The foreign accent was scarcely
noliceable in his voice. Had the chairman not just introduced
* - him, it could have been assumed that he belanged 1o this mass of
* Parisian proletarians. ,
. Hollein, communist member of the (German Reichstag, was
speaking . . . I
And the hall re-echoed with the thunders of applause from
: the thousands of Parisian working men and women; hands and
- faces were- raised enthusiastically to, welcome this German, and
- the sirains of the ‘International” {illed the great hall. For
there was not one present but felt that the concepiions Frenchman
and German belonF to the past, and fhat the terms “ boche ” and
. “ welsche” are infamous designations. A German worker was
cfeaking to French workers, a communist to communists. They
~ all understood only too well what hé was saying. The misery of
~_the Gernian children? In the suburbs of this opulent Paris tiere
are just as man; pale-cheeked children. TI intrigues of  the
plutocrat Stinnes? Ah, did not the Comité des Forges have the
. class brothers of the workers hére agsembled, shot at Le Havre
-+ only .yeslerdai;? The monarchist plots in Munich? The bour-
- geoisie and the “ Action, Francaise” elements were also repre-
- sented .in the hall by their spies. The imorisonment of German
. _revolutionists? - In France the leaders of the workers are slso
. sitting behind bolls and bars , .. i
- This German communist was fe't to belong to the szme
common stock as all those present in|the hall. He came from a

unfolded i

{
t
i

as it was ‘convinced that Mr. /

> spies from the

try- ‘her'e, four times within five years, the proletariat has . .
s red flag and shed its bloq'c.!‘in insurrection. And the -

L™

thdusands” o swikckers [listening ‘here in Parie were well, aware: -
that for them, there i neither fatherland nor

‘ peace under the
; regime, that there is no salvation without the in-.
exorable st le of the exploited against exploiters'. . . :
/- After leaving this mighty meeling, the speaker was arrested
and taken {o ‘prison. s :
. Hallein came here'to bring proletarian Paris the fraternal
greetings -of the German workers, and for this he is charged
with plotting against the securily of the state; it scems as if the
plain words of the communists contain something especially -dan-
erous. Hollein' is now in a cell~of the political department in
the Santé. Cachin is “ dwelling ”” near him; thus the representa-

bou is

‘tives of two denfocratic parliaments are living under one roof in

a prison of the French republic.. » :

"The other, socialist conference took place three davs later
in ‘the comfort and tranouilily of the Palais Bourbon (French
pariiamentary building.), surrounded by the servile respect
of the servants, discreetly guarded by some of the more superior
‘g:-efecture—io make sure that no-one disturbed

the socialis{s at their work . . . Here the socialist deputies from

four allied countiries unfolded their portfolios (which did not yet

look quite ministerial), and took their ease as well-remunerated
shepherds of the peoples . .. Here the flower of Euronean so-
cialism was repré¢senied (except those of the enemy couniries), or
what the II. International regards -as the flower. A .choice selec-
tion of one-time.and future ministers: Citizen Vandervelde, the
signatory of the. Vérsailles peace; citizen Renaudel, his cronies
Treves and Modigliani, who will presently be receiving an. offer
from Mussolini, that they black his boots in some sub-secretariat
«i'o)f state. Citizen Ramsay Macdonald from we English Labor
arty .°. . : 1 - B
Ramsa*) Macdonald, who had J'ust come from the banquet in
Wesiminster Palace, where he had dined well at the {able of His
Majesty the King of England; where his majesty had con-
desceénded to spegk to him wst as the champagne or liqueur was
being passed around . . . ho will ever give us a report on this
aspect of the hisfory of socialism? ‘
Did George V. perhaps speak with him on the future of
the British working class, or even of the fate of those 172 Hindu-
peasants who were condemned to death “in the king’s name”

somewhere in thé great dependency? . . . ’
And this -inter-parliamentary socialist conference of the
IL. Interngtional passed a resolution that . . . passed a resolution
that . . .“resolved that a couumission, also inter-parliamentary,
should be sent to Berlin to negotiate with the leaders of the
party of Ebert, Scheidemann, and Noske. "
Among these socialists there was not one who knew
manual labor or daily want, or had not found time to forget them.
Not one who knew prison. Not one who preached mass action.
Not one who had an idea beyond hypocritical and lying phrases.
Not one who was 'a revolutionist. Not one who was not an
honored and honeslty honoring servant of some bourgeois power.

- . Two socialist conferences. A s,ymbol.
pel The citizen Ramsay Macdonald came from Westminster
alace . . ., ‘o ;
' Héllein went to Santé prison. .
. .and thus the paths of the flunkeys and the revolus
tionaries cross ezch other . . .! :
)

- Open letter to Mr. Benes®)
Dear Sir, = ,

You are a:member of the League of Nations, and one of’
the aims of this League is to see that justice is administered in
this ‘world, for- which pu as you will be aware, it boosts
quite a large number of citizens into the next world, by p otecting
every imaginable war adventure. You, as member aly tgirs honor-
able institution, and:as Minister for l'zoreign Attairs in a demo-
cratic republic, probably find the following of interest. Your
Moscow representative visaed my passport, and it was specially
noted on the pas\:gort that 1 was going to Marienbad for a course
of treatment. When 1 appeared at the police’ headquarters in
Prague 1 was informed l&athe police officials, in the charming
manner peculiar to them, that'I had to leave Prague for Marien-
bad within 24 hours (this term was prolonged
Aithough deeply moved that the police shouldie
my health, I asked the chief of police why I could not remain in
Prague for five ar six days. He replied gruffly that he had his
g reasons, but was not obliged to inform me of these. Thus,
although 1 am’ obliﬁed for your-three days hospitality, 1 leave
Czecho-Slovakia with the feeling that the Soviet air_of my own -

to three days).
$0 anxious about

- *) l’;i;lje Minister of Czecho-Slovakia.
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country will do my health much more good than the healing
‘waters of Marienb. I t
vision. And yet I should like to ask you, as minister, whether
you can explain to me why your democratic police refer to see
me outside of 'your frontiers? :Jf I were General Degoulte, and
should {rample in my soldiers’ boois over the necks of the unarmed
population of the Ruhr area, I could live in Prague as long as

. ever I liked, and as my boojs would be those oi a worthy re-
preseniative of the French Exchange, the chicf of policc would

. polish them-~with his “own hands. If I were Admiral Stark,
...and should sell ships which are the property of the Russian
. state, and appropriate the money for myself, your counfry would
naturally extend its hospi‘ality for a longer time, If I were a
White Guard officer, and had attacked the Red Army {rom
behind, under General Wrangel's command, when it was lighting
against the Poland of the landowners, then you would not only
pernit me {o remain in Prague, but would
aid from the money collected from Czech workers and peasants.
If I were Stinnes, and had scooped in milliards out of the misery

. and poverty of the German people, you would have shut your
chief of police up in a lunatic asylum if he had thought of
limiting my sojourn in Prague. And finally, if I had been a
speculator, and had come to Czecho-Slovakia for the purpose 'of

rant me financial

when these are mingied with police super-:'

~ raising the prices on the necessities of life, or of executing some

exchange manceuvre, your chief of police and the other autho-
‘rities. would Have prepdred a magnificent reception for me. But
. I -am:no French general, 1 do not indulge in sj.2culation, I have
~.not sold Soviet Russia either wholesale or retail; I am not even a
. whining ‘S.R., but something much worse—I am a Bolshevik.
Hence this limifation of the hospitality of Prague. '
~ ~And do you know why it was necessary for me to spend a
few days in Prague? I wanted {o form an idea, if only super-
ficially, of the unemployment, the position and form of organijza-
- tion of the trade unions, the administration, the forms of book
keeiinﬁ; and of all the difficulties which hinder the development
of the labgr movement in your country. These were my ‘‘ crimi-
nal ” intentions. This sufliced to expose me to the impudence of
your agents, who dogged-my footsteps without intermission. And
your agents do not a;égear to have worked in vain, for on the
morning of the 13. March one of these amiable creatures stopped me
in the street and conducted me to the police headquarters, where
. a regulation was read to me showing that a decree dating from
‘the year 1871 banishes me for ever from Czecho-Slovakia. Several
dozens of snies accompanied me in the most friendly manner to
the station, some agen{s even coming as far as the frontier; your
}govemment appeared fo fear that if I had extended my stay in
~Prague even one day beyond the term granted, the country would
-have been endangered. ' :

You must not imafine, Mr. Benes, that I am in the least
offended at this agreeable treatment on the part of your chief
of ice! No; he. is a pillar of democracy, and therefore
suffering from anti-Bolshevism, afid from love for While Guards
and speculators. I merely estaiﬂish'the fact the Czecho-Slovakian
democratic -republic receives with open arms every dishonorable,
treacherous, anti-labor element of the whole world; but limits its
hospitality as soon as it is a question of a communist, a func-
tionar; of the international trade union movement, servin~ the
working masses of Russia and of all countries. You can adduce
for ly;our justification the fact that your republic is no worse than
ihe French or the American—this is true. I havc not the courage
1o {ry and decide which of these three republics is the worst.
But you at least are on the same level as your French patron.
Despite all this, I have nevertheless carried away some very
pleasant impressions from Czecho-Slovakia—not from you or the
chief of police, of course—but from those revolutionary workers
who feel themselves organically related fo the Russian revolu-
tion. I.do not abandon the hope of being able to visit Czecho-
Slovakia again before long, and_am fully convinced that the
workers of fyour country will show real hosptalify to the repre-
seniative of the Russian workers. The so-called democralic
republics are but passing phenomena, are they not, Mr. Benes?

With Soviet greetings.

. . A. Lozovsky.
Prague, 13. March, 1923.

the Army for Communism

Lei us win the
: By Maurice Laporte (Paris).

Motte: We can make no revolution without the army.

_ . Kart Liebknecht.
It is a fact that without the army there is no ccriainty
of victory. To win the young soldiers for Communism. is to
" strike 2 deadly blow at Capitalism.
~ They are fools' wha hope for a “ short peaceful " “revolu-

ﬁon, a social transformation without profound and mighty uphe-

vals. In the battles of today vjc(ory' falls fo the one who has"thé .
best weapons at his disposal, and knows best how o use"

them. There are no pleasant surprise atfacks as in 1848, no
taking of fown halls or chamber buildings by a boldly executed

coup; now there is nothing but the barricade, and behind it the '

rifle, the machine gun, even the cannon. Two great armies
oppose one another, determined to fight: the bourgeoisie and the
proletariat. ' And we again emphasize that only the compléte
defeat of the one can render the victory of the other possible.
It is in our hands to choase and o congquer. : '
We are often told. ' If you defend the Red Army, you are
not really anti-militarists .
tarism are solely the elemants who take every opportunity of em-
phasizing their will to peace, who groan "and sigh whenever
events appear to make war inevitable. - I
| And these pacifists have never been so.mumerous as now,
during ‘he present period of confusion and threats of fresh war.
Let us take a closer glance at the reasons adduced by thesa stay-
at-home humanitarians. ’ '

"Bourgeoisie and Pacifism. X
ror the bourgcoisie, pacifism is just as effective a mcans

to an end as religion, native country, justice, unmiversal fran-
chise, — it is another medium for lullling the prolefariat to
sleep. Iy the name of pacifism. and with the full support of the
social democrafs, the bourgeoisie condemns our thesis of the
class struggie, which imposcs on the oppressed of all countries
the right and 'the duty fo emancipate themselves by mecans of.
revolutionary force, that is, by means of war itself. "Just as the
bourgeoisie has ifs election agents, so.also it has its special, assi-
staitts whose {ask it-is to sing the praises of the benefits confer-
red on the world by the League of Nations, to extol the idea of
the rights of the: peoples, of general and simultaneous disarma-
ment, although all these things are absolutely incompatible with
fhe present stafe of society which is based upon oppression and
domination. )

When the pacifists reproach us with having insufficient
anti-military ardour, they are mightily mistaken.

. Our chief concern is not that an army is a riere assembly
of human. beings accustomed to discipline and obedience.
us the social role played by the army is of much greater impor-
tance. Today it is a- platitude to say .that the army is an iu-
strument in the hands of the ruling class.

detract from ifs significance. . The point of main, interes{ for us
is: in whose behalf is this instrument being used?
At the present time the army supports the capitalist state.

.In the communist society, and during transition to this sta‘e of ,

society, the whole army will be at the service of the revolution,
at the disposal of the proletariat, which, after it has seized .power,
will inevitably have to take up arms against world reaction.
For the triumph of communism in one country will not lead
automatically to world rcvolution, - g -

We must not forget the profound meaning contained in
Lenin’s words: ‘ Until we have disarmed the bourgeoisie every-

where, we cannot throw away our guns”. |

_National‘Defellée?' : »

‘Those pacifists who condemn war as such, are the same

who do not_reject the idea of national defence. For these oppon-
ents of war there exists a profound solidarity which clogely

uniies the exploiters and exploifed of one and the same country

during war.

Events, which have little respect for’ ;Sacifists, sometimes

make war unavoidable, and when such a moment arrives, we
shall witness a complete collapse in the camp of the humani-

- tarians.. Then we shall liear nothing more of peace between the

peogles, or of djsarmament. Then nothing will be

spoken of but
war. National defence comes before all else: fo

lies of pacifism.
We must now be quife clear in our minds in what manner
we must work in order o convert the army {o our views.

Practical Anti-militarism. -/,

In theory and in practice alike, the army is directed much
less against neighbouring capitalist nations than against our-
selves. Thus we have to ‘win at least the majority’ of this army
over {0 our sitle, if we want to take up the struggle with a fair
prospect of success. ' ‘ -

We have 736,000 soldiers for the protection of national
honor; of these 280,000 are at presen{ in the Rubr and Saar
districts, 85,000 in Mdrocco, 8,000 in Constantinople, and 35,000

Menxel, elc,

aturally those who oppose mili-"

For -

i : But platitude or not,
the constant repetition of this assertion does not in the least™

It is thus easily understood why we so bitterly combat the -

_in Syria and the East. AN this apart from Algeria,:Tunis, " -
Of course- this is all very little indeed, so little'that .

the 1021 class.is being kept on service, and in a few weeks will -
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- stil] furthier categories will be called up.

' . of their power.
* » «

- of miners of the Ruhr area.
. present sufierings of the Ruhr proletariat, and for the dis-
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" prob: joined by the 1923 class.| It is easily possible that
g et 4 . And in addition to this

icgy etc.! - |

ere any question of oppo-

" immediate [task consists in worﬁ::s

‘the iympuhm of its finest

there is the fleet, the tanks, the air

¢ How can we this? Is
sition at all?  No. ir imu
within the army ‘itself. of winn

most class conscious elements. 'I-“¢ (Jommunist Youth does not |

by any means conceal from itself the difficulties presenied by this

task. “But it is resolved to defy tiem. | Here on the threshold of .

our greaf anti-militarist campaign we furn fo the delicate
“problem of practical agitation. : ! .

Ways and Means.

i The first part of our plan includes leaflets, ters, bills,
pamphlets, daily papers, etc. No oppartunity is to be missed for
spreading our liferature as widely as possible in the meetings
held by the young recruits, and in the conferences and peoples
meetings _

%‘or the second part of our plan we only need to turn fo
the carefully worked out program of the 3. 'World Corgress of
the Communist Youth International. <!

We shall co-operate closely with our comrades in the army

¢ for the “i/mprhﬁlemmt of their condiftion‘t.bé i
: e"shall start a campaign for : purpose of im-
proving the food in the ambulance service, of regulating the

- . granting of leave, wm;mng‘courtsh martial and penal com-
ganies, gg:anﬁng :; ci lea hts to soldiers, etc.
our

By means our bills, and our special organ:

- A ie Caserne” (The Barracks), we shall arouse the interest of.

the soldiers in our struggles. We shall establish permanent and
‘regular. relations between the army and the working class. We
shall unee;silx‘x‘gly remind the soldiers ﬁ:igattthle t_are son; ;lt‘ the

le, and that must remember at all times an ces.
i If we wisﬁo cite e of what has already been
done, we only need to name two: that of the strike at Havre,'and
more especially that of the more recent and important affair at
Bochum, where the “ Tommies” despite all the threats of their

- “officers, refysed to tear down the posters stuck up by the Com-
. .munist You j

Youth. ;

' All circumstances favor the anti-militarist action which we
-are about to take up. The st Party must not forget
that anti-militarism i1s not a special task which only falls to the
Youth, but is a duty imposed on the whole party.

: The provincial press, and the functionaries in all local
groups and 'districts, mus{ support- our action to the utmost

The Bulgarian Miners’' Union
and the Ruhr Occupation

. : |

On February 11. the Bul%arian miners held large meetings
for discussing the occupation of the Ruhr area, and the danger
arising therefrom for all miners. When one of the speakers
announced that the secretariat of the International Miners Union,
at whose head stands the famous Hodges, had rejected the
 twelve hours protest strike against the Ruhr occupation and war
danger, proposed by the seven revolutionary miners’ umions,
-among them being the Bulgarian miners’ union, thousands of
voices raised 'the cry: “ Down with traitors ”. At one of the
meetings, held at the large Pernik colliery, the following resolu-
tion was passed: 1 '

The miners of Bulgaria regard the Ruhr occupation
the French imperialists not only as a preliminary tga a nz
bloody war, but at the same fime as an attack on the rights of
the miners, especially on the rights and liberties of the thousands

great part of the blame for the

astrous results of the occupation of the (Ruhr area for the whole
German_antd French' proletariat, lies at the door of the German
bourgeoisie and its greedy capitatist policy.
... The responsibility for the crime commifted b French, im-
perialism and German capitalism is also shared the leaders
" of the Amsterdam trade union federation, who facilitated the
- occupation with the aid ot their leaders in France, Bulgaria,
Germany, England, and other countries The Amsterdam Inter-
national refused to entertain the proposa) made by the Profintern,
to carry out an infernationa! proletarian action against: the
deeds of violence committed by French imperialism. In the same
manner the International Secretariat of the Miners’ U-inp re-
}m thf% sulﬁgahon .m‘(_le byf-the union? afﬁ:iated ﬂ;( thfe P;te):
b Tn, Ior lhe organization of a geéneral protest strike for
,f_endmg our brothers in the Ruhr . a ki y R

-The leaders of the (:z;man Miners’ Union omitted to iake
id rescue‘;the workers of the Ruhr
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‘area who have declared

~ the French im

;peog‘?‘bytheaidof
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. war can last 4%
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" Statistics ”:

{

district from the cluiches of the capitalists, Stinnes, Thyssen, and
the reactionary Cuno government. ‘ ,
" The Bulgarian miners while, ing the tr of
these leaders, send their greetings mi ?‘ehﬁmht 8 of the Ruhr
ves 0 aga
imperialism and German capitalism alike. ey send greetings
to the shops stewards of the Thyssen collieries, who withdrew
their. tatives from the commission for the liberation of the
colliery barens and directors. m declare their revolutionary
solidarity: with the decisions pa by the ‘shop stewards’ con-
gress of the Ruhr mines, and most warmly welcome the defensive
action commerniced by the French workers against the aftack of
perialists. extend their hands in all brother-
liness to the miners of the Ruhr and of all countries, and call
upon them fo loin in the common and united strugfgk, under the
leadership of the Profintern, for the overthrow of capital, and
for the establishment of peace and fraternity among the working
wrgs' councils and the dictatorship of the
s of the Bulgarian miners are: “Long
ve: the international solidarity of the miners! Long five the
united front of the proletariat of all countries!”

"ECONOMICS

| Ruhr occupation —
German and French econi mics
By E. Varga.

If there really were some people still naive enough o believe
that after the w war, conflicts could be solved by the League
of Nations or in some other peaceful manner, France’s military
proceedings must have sufficiently convinced them by now that
within capitalism’ conflicts can only be solved by force. What is
going on in the Ruhr area at the present time is war: the war
of an unarmed populalion. against an armed enemy.

Before considering the question of the economic signific-
ance of the Ruhr area, and of the consequences of the occupation
for German and French economics, we must first emphasize the
fact that in this case the same illusion is prevailing as during the
world war. At that {ime there existed a general belief that a
world war could not lasf longer than a few months, that modern
economics were so internationally interwoven that it was impos-
sible for a,war to last longer. "Experience shows that a world .

7 ! ‘y;:ars. And in this case: it was believed that
an occupation of the Ruhr area, aitended by a cutting off of the
supply of Ruhr coal, would lead to a speedy catastrophe in
German economics. How often was it repeated, by, the bourgeois
press of Germany, that a railway strike for instance, or a coal

- miners’ strike, would bring about an immediate catastrophe in the

economic life of Germany, and must therefore be avoided at any
cost. But now experience shows that after more than two months
of Ruhr occu{nhon, and after supplies of Ruhr coal and iron
have ceased for six weeks, there is no thought whatever of a
catastrophe in German economics. This proves, in the first
place, that this pretext for combaiting labor movements is based
on a lie, and, in the second place, that German capitalist econo-
mics are exceedingly elastic. =

" The coaland iron problem.

The purpose of the Ruhr occupation is stated by France

to be the necessity for geltinﬁ' plegli%:etrom Germany that the

id regularly. are the “ productive

" which France sought to obtain by occupying, the Ruhr.

t besides this financial aim, another. factor has been decisive

for the occupation, that of the special interests of French heavy

industry. To make ‘this clear, the following figures may be
adduced:

Even before the war France had a large excess of iron ore
as compared with her coal. A great part of the iron ore pro-
duced on the Lorraine frontier of France had to be exported, and
was smelted in Germany. After the war, the disproportion between
iron ‘and coal in France became much greater. French coal
duction has been diminished by the devastation of the mines in
Northern France by the Germans; on the othér hand, France’s
output of iron ore has been enormously increased by her
m:msion of Lorraine and its ore mines. The change which

s taken place may be gathered from the followins coHective
statistics for the whole of Europe, taken from ¢ Economi

French
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{ons:

Germany, old boundaries . . . 190.11 mill. t =31.17 %

- Fr old boupdaries . . . . 4005 . ., te==

Great Britain and Ireland. . . 2920 , t=47.87 %
With the present pol

Europe is distributed. as follows: ' .

- 1913 1921
Mill, €. %, Mi!l tMill t Mil,

™\

German sent boundanu
(wmtho‘:t&t o . 1409 23.10 I(BQ 1139 1191
Saar area . . 1832 216 98 95 112
F mcludmg!.omme . . 438 718 243 282 312
228 874 224 218 213
Polmd(w;thEaslemUpp leesu) 405 664 294 299 364
ovakia . 127 208 111 1186
‘Gueat Britain and Ireland . . 2920 47.87 2332 1663 2559
The rest of Europe . . . , . 441 723 —

~ Europe. . . . . 610.0100.00

‘l‘husthecodohlputoffmcehudroppedfmm«nnl—
- lions .i%‘ncm 1913 fo 31 millions tons in 1922
-output of iron ogbwhnch has developed in the opposite
d:recuon, is shown by the :
Europe’s output of iron ‘which amounied to 107 mil-
lxon tons in 1913, was d:sttibutedor:’s follows:

- g1,

Germany e+ . . 286 mil t=26.78 9/,
France . . RO 8 ; . T 20.09"/
Great Bntann. « .. 162, t=1523 °/,

’ By the loss of the Lorraine Minette, and by the surrender
of the districts in the east, German iron ore production has drop-
ped from 28.6 to 7.3 million tons (compared with 1913), i. e., by

about rters; Fnuce’s output on the other and has

about d

: Tbe followmg table shows the distribution of iron ore
production in the present political districts, before and after the
war, for tbe whole of Europe:

1913 1920 1021
: Mitl. . © ¢, MLt Millt.
Oermany, present boundaries . 73 682 + 63 568
<Frlnce, I % 42.7‘ 3991 139 141
L R R U e R 6.82 3.7 30
 Belgium 02 019 002 —
P ’Pohﬂd!wxﬂlhstUpperSllesn) 04 037 02 03
7 ovakia . 26 243 — —
/" Great Britain and lreland 163 1523 129 35
7. Sweden ., . . yivce dB . TAL . 4B 65
IOpRI L. . aiEN % 99 925 48 26
L From this may be seen that France’s iron ore production
from her present areas amounted to 40% of the total iron ore
output of Europe in the year: 1913.. The result is thus:-

7% coql output as compared with 40% iron output.

It must be further observed. that the quantity of minable
“iron ore (in the earth) is now in France’s hands to'a much
greater extent than before: France, wmnn her present boundaries,
. possesses
il + 53% of the total iron ore. rnerws of Europe. ®
It is this dxsproppmon between coal and iron which has
induced Fremch heavy mdusiry to force an unperulm pphcy on
G T 'p’.?';u“n!fe"“"mgm""‘ tate of affai
turally it is e a2 sfa affairs in
which the lly woul be smelted in the Ruhr area am.
and the blut fum:cu of Lorraine could be provided with
coa] and Ruhr coke; thenewimnherhnechaveuotahendthe
plliul and conditions in the least. But the real
y thedet&mmhouofﬁuchhuv ndustrytoextmd
i mnnenoetoﬂnwho!ekbem henvymdnstry;
“in’ order 'to obfain a monopl¥ Over the contmqml

- industry (the heavy ind c{—Pohmd
Czecho-Slovakia—are mﬂmcad by Fren apml .
“French heavy ind has not driven into m
by necessities of uction, it is actuated by the for mo-

nopoly and for political power.

The economic significance of the occupaed
territory.

It must be specially emphasized that ruttrac(sofGer

oched t‘e Eutente before the occupation of the

. Ruhr; the mncl the dulnct on theleﬁ bank of the Rhme.
~ the bndge heads. If we include the Saar area, the territory a

preoen occupned is 34,573 squre kilomeires in extent, and has a

o

“many were

In 1913 the total éoﬂ output of Europe was over 600 mil-

1

itical boundaries, ‘the coal outp\.lt of -

1922 |-

" Total

popuhtlop of about 12 millions, that is, the Sifth bart of the tnul
lation of the country. . But up to now occupation had -
e effect on s economic life, for trafi:c had been
kept open between occupied and unoccupied lerrnory, and all
ferritory remained under German admistration, taxation, financial
. control, etc.
All this s changed with one stroke b f{y the Ruhr occupation
for all these districts are now cut off from free ecopomic
intercourse with Germany in respéct to products of heavy-

indus

l?' must be remcmbered that the Ruhr area is the very heart
of German coa) and iron p uction. It is the moét industrialized
district in the world, There is no district in the ‘world, with so

_dense a network of trafﬁc as the Ruhr area.*)

1922 |92|m‘ 1920 ° 1913
Saéirarea . . .. ... .. 11178 9463 9824 ,13216
Other territory hllhcrlooeqxgxed 6031 5614 5605 G986
All ferritory hitherto occupled ﬁﬁ 15052 15429 20202
Ruhrarea . . . . . .. Ri 89965 84295 110359 .

occupied terrifory . . .49 7124 '130.561
Germany, present boundanes . 130323 123405 118228 154142

. The following survey gives an idea of ‘the coal. output of
the occupied terrifory:

%/ of ioial Tor whole country

- m%lézls." district

1922 1920 1013
Saar area . . .. . ... .. 86 7.7 83 88
Other territory hltherlo jed - 46.. 45 47 45
All territory hitherto occvpﬂ B2 122 180 131°
Rubr area . .. .. 5 . 71729 N3 716
Total occupied temlory 4. B43 8yl B43 847

Thus approximately 85 % of the total German coa! output
falls to the occupied territories, and of this, 71 %, or about lhree .
quariers, fo the Ruhr area jon the right bank: of ‘the. Rhine.

With respect to the p}-oducuon of iron and sieel, we have-
data for the year 1920 only, no stafistics havmg been pubhshed
for later years.

The following table shows the unportanoe of .the iron and
steel production in the occupied ferrifories:

k Snr Oher rrr Ruhr Anoocup‘ Germ.. present

area terr. °, boundaries
31 Pr7 ductunlt in :gsoo t X : ~
. 1913 1371 1,12 6622 505" 12287
Crude iron . 19,0 643 676 3779 5098 . 8647
Crude steel . 1913 2080 2208 7261 11629 13639
. 13{) 743 ;(2)76 4702 6718 8136
1 3 150 2046  548¢ 9060 11050
Reifing wil products . 559 (1159 3234 4952 6212
I1. %, of total for whole countfy, incl. Saar district
i 1913 112 | 123 539 1.4 100
Crude iron . . o950 77 | 302 gg.s , 76.{ 100
de steel | 1913 152 | 168 1 s 100
Gude © 1020 ) }5.; 2;.8 52,6 100
19 8 5 81.8 100
Rollisg mill products . 90 188 525 801 100 -

From thxs we see that Germany has been robbed of about
?{oh"} of her iron and steel producuon by the occupahon of the -
yhr area.

Consequences of the Ruhr occupation

for German economics.

The distribution of the coal produced in the Ruhr anu
is as follows:

About one third of the coal produced in the Ruhr is coked
in the Ruhr areaitself. The coal output of the Rubr area (inclu-
ding that of the collieries on the right bank of the Rhine) during
the eleven months from Jandary to November 1922 amounted, in
round numbers, to 89 million tons, and was disfributed as follows:

Consumption the colhe.ies | -
incl. coal fobryptymt inkind. . ... aboutl0 mm. tons

consumption in the coke works ..... i 30 -
coal sent away ... . .. .., .. e s e :
 Of the %0 mlfljait toms ‘of coal dent & ymdtheﬂxml.
lion tons of cokq the distribution was as folllows Col
(]
unoccupiedGetmn. e oo o 24 millt - 7.9 mill t
m}y ‘m- e e 8 » » 2.3 » »
Ruhr area . . ofje o B 9 . &3 .,
dehverrestotheﬁnienle..‘. B .0 08 5
other fomgn countries . . « 1 , ., 05 _
~Tom 39 mill { 225 mill. t

P U —

') see Shadwell’'s book: Germaay, Engkmd Anmicl

»
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: The culting off of all export of coal and coke from the

Ruhr area has :‘agtu’rany involve:fo severé losses for Germany. But
_the harmiul-effects. of fhis cessation of coal supplies is felt much
" 'more slowly than wuifredichﬂd. Ttis le that the constant
I hreats of occupation of the Ruhr™area put the German capitalists

‘on their guard, so that these had ided themselves with a good
stock of coal. Moreover, the production hgmte has
‘energetically increased, ‘and a ﬁmt part of the shortage is com-
pensated by the import’ of English coal. [12# -

: In 1922; the import of English' coal had already reached
8.3 million tons —. almost’that of the year 1913: We have no
‘comprehensive data on the _inapon of English coal since the Ruhr
occupation, but there is no doubt that it is very high. At the

resent time American coal is also béing imported by Germany.

It is characteristic for the anarchy of capitalist economics that

- the same ships which carry English coal to the United States,

bring American coal with them for Germany on their return
ish, techmical journals.

0 economics at the

‘increase of unemployment

‘- The alarming-stagnation ~of
_present moment, expressed by the

" joccupation; it is the continuafion of a downward process which
began six months ago, and has been ‘rendered  more acute
+ ‘|by. the stbalization ‘of the mark which ook place a few weeks ago.
: *But -although the Ruhr occupation and the cessation of
coal “supplies 7has not yet led {o catastrophic results for (er-
man . economies -up to now—apart from the Ruhr area-—this
“|does ot by any means signify that this state of aifairs could be
borne permanently by German  economics.. The store of coal
- |willsoon ‘be.exhausted, and the-import of English coal cannot
i any way replace the shoriage of ‘Ruhr coal; neither is Eng-
-~ 1land’s -production - large enoug] Lto do this, .nor is Germany
_§ capable of raising thé money required for the continuous purchase
- ' of expensive English. coal. " R ie
el 'With regard to the ‘economic position in the Ruhr area
 vitself, we must admit" that “noi reliable data are obtairable.
: It is. prigbable that the 'coal oulgut'zhas.diminished very con-
‘siclerably-—probably {o less than half of normal—and that this
coal is coked in the Rulir area itself, and used for smelting the
;1" existing and imporfed iron ore, and that the iron goods thus
- prpduced. are placed on stock for the p t. .

: : 5 . b | ‘1 .
2o b e,ﬁuhr 'ocmahon and:French economics.
e “However incredible it may appear, the consequences of
-, the Ruhr occupation are at the pent’ much more disastrous
< for French -than for German ics. ' The French iron
- “ industry is completely dependent on ‘German coal and German
‘coke. Only very small reserves were on Hand, have now been
used up;, and a lnrge number of t furnaces in the east of
. France, above all the Lorraine works, have been compelied - to
- shut/down for lack of ocoal. e total amount of coke required
- ~monthly is abqut'mpm;tgn.g onz_ a very small amount of which
' is /produced in France itself, or )is replaced by English or
- Ciecho-Slovakian coal, The position
- the  following survey given in [’Usine, the periodical of the
- French iron and steel industry: *We have now been in occupa-
tion of the Ruhr area for a month, and the-situation of our iron
| '/industry is becoming more and more critical every day. When
- the government decided to adopt compulsory measures against
. Germany, it sent official notice to our industrial undertakings to
- make the necessary preparations for taking over large amounts
it ug:h Ja 11, and sin ety
¢ r on january 1], and since January 19, our indusir
. has not' received a_single ton of coke. he Y
- factories are working foday at about 60% of the January rate,
that is, at 30% of their normal production.” We are confinually
being compelled to extinguish additional blast furnaces, and the
situation has every pros of becoming worse.
-~ The majority of works are running scarcely a quarter
of their blast furnaces. The small reserves are completely ex-
. hausted. ‘It must not be forgotten that the German deliveries
:er'e al:va);skm arrear‘s_,, so that it lz;s impossible for our in-
ustry to take precautionary measures against possible cri
quife apart from the fact that it was nevergconsulted. ; e
. When German or pro-German newspapers, attempt fo re-
present the Ruhr occupation as an aftion undertaken a? our in-
stigation, ‘this is very far from the acutal truth. On the con-
irary, our industry is the first to suffer from tHe resultant con-
ditions. It is precisely our industry which feels with the greatest
.policy pursued at present.*
1t must not be concluded from this that French heavy in-
dustry abandons the idea of controlling the Ruhr industry. All
that is proved is the old stofy of the great war: that the cost of
_defeating the enemy by far exceeds the profits gained; that the
1 gonﬂxctyag parties ruin fhemselves mutually in the struggle for
_¢conpmic power, ; : |, _
L4 | $ ;

2t = i ok { $it .

-

The results are sufficiently well known.
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and pari-time, /is not an mméd?ate consequence of the Ruhr .

~ capital to secure the desired participation.
is best characterized by-

om the Ruhr area. Our .

>  currency. . .
"deprived oi”'\i‘a,lu'g‘ ﬁer was replczced,by
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~ In.conclusion, it may be observed that the cessation of coal
and ‘iron suppiies from the Ruhr area, apd the consequent stag-
nation of a considerable E:rt‘of French iron industry, have led to
a temporary revival of the markets in the other heavy industrial -
countries of Europe. England is the greatest gainer; her coal
and iron indusiries are fully occupied at present, and at rising
prices. This is one reason why the movement against the Ruhr
occlipation gains ground so slowly. Czecho-Slovakian heavy in-
dusiry has also experie a revival, byt it is very difficult to
get; coal \or iron tramSported across Germany from  here fo
“rance. Germiany i§ the chief buyer. American hea;'_] indusiry
is ‘also gaining the Ruhr conflict at present, for French and
German compefition has disappeared from 'the world market;
moreover, Germany is buying coal from America, But this revival
is merely. 4 passing phase, and will blow out with a protraction
of the Ruhr conflict. p ; B f

The issue of the conflict -

. It is not our task to predict the probablé termination- of

the conilict. But one thing appears to be certain: On no account

will England permit France fo carry off a complete victory in the
Ruhr conflict. - Such a solution, which would .placé the whole

. ‘Rhenish-Westphalian heavy industry in French hands; will not be

accepted by England. For this reason, the intervention of Eng-
Jand and America in the conflict is inevitable, even if this inter-
ference is not bpen, and participation will be secured for Eng-
lish capital i Rhenish-Westphalian: heavy industry. ~ Further, -
«there is no doubt whatever, despite the press-campaigns and 'the
official announcements made by French and Germans alike, that
continual negotiations are going on betweeh German and French

"heavy indusiries. ‘We consider’ the most probable issue of the

condlict to be-~provided that the working class does not succeed in
gaining decisive influence on- the solution of the question by re-
volutionary action—that the Rhemish-Westphalian heavy in-
dustry will become the joint. geroperly of German, French, and
English capital. This could be made technically: pessible by a
loan to Germany, guaranteed by England and raised in England -
.and. America, and paid over immediately to France.  This would
enable Poincaré fo withdraw from the Ruhr affair. successfully.
This intérnational loan would be secured by the real values-of
German indusiry, above all by those of the Rhenish-Westphalian®
industrial area, and a form would be found (for instance the
issue of supplementary shares) enabling French and English

This solution would probably be temﬁorary only. The fact
of the Ruhr occupation is in itself a proof that on the basis of the
Versailles {reafy there can be no capitalist balance ot power. The
political struggles for power which are expressed in_ the occupa-
tion of the Ruhr are again shaking Eunropean economics to their
foundations, and the gradual improvement observable during the
autumn months has again been erased. ’

¢

.~ The Soviet rouble
and the French Assignais

B By G. Sokolnilov. o
(Russian People’s Commissary for Finance.) -

We frequently meet with the opinion that our traffic in
raper money, like all traffic in papeér money, must inevitably
ead to a cafast e; that the crisis which our paper money is
undergoing is a deadly one, and that it is not possible to avoid

_ the transition fo gold currency, not merely in the sense of calcu-

lating onia gold basis but to the use of gold currency. ‘But if we
accord ‘these . opinions careful consideration, we find that the
arguments ont which they are founded are supporied more by
prejudice fhan by logic: ; ' P
- The instance most frequently adduced is that of the great
French revolution, whieh at to put its economics in order
with the aid of : this paper. money was
r of va ’ metal coins, and after a
crigis lasting gome years! France passed to metal currency again.
. This historical ana deserves a careful analysis, for
such an analysis serves to disclose the extreme superficiality of
this analogy, and demonstrates that it contains not a shadow of
roof of the inevitability of the collapse of our paper currency.
uring the epoch of revolutionary crisis,” France did not| make
the transition to metal coins becausé the paper money system had
collapsed; the reverse was the case, the system of paper mone
collapsed because it was replaced by metal currency. And why?
In the first place because coin currency was possible. - There were
such quantities of coins in the country (about 2% milliards of
francs), -in the hands of lgrivale persons, that these sufficed to
cover the requirements:-of French currency. This was the first and

{
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- most important condition, and was a result of the then existing
-backwardness of banking' activity, which had not yet reached the
‘point of withdrawing metal from circulation in overwhelming
quantities, and concenirating it in reserve funds belonging {o the
~central banks. : oy S ’
| """ DBesides this, there were two other decisive factors. First,
until 1763 France still had a favorable trade balance, and during
the first year of the revolution this favorable commercial balance
Was able to prevent metal currency frem leaving France. The
revoluﬁon'gz‘ve a powerful impeius to the development of
foreign tra Later on the revolutionary wars hindered -the
deveiopment of foreign trade, especially of sea trade. But —
and {his is the second factor — the Napoleonic wars_brought
about' a tremendous increase of France’s gold reserves, for the
gold of Italy, Holland, and other countries was confiscated. It

- may be asserted, without exaggeration, that almost all the gold
reserves accumuiated by the commercial states of the confinent
- qauring -the middle ages fell into/ the hands of {he French bour-
gcoisie, which proceeded (for a time) to extend its political hege-
mony in France fo an immediate politcal and economic hege-
mony in Europe. 3 ’ '

Even during the pericd of paper currency, France’s

finances were never on a purely paper basis. The government
. combined the system of issuing bank-nofes with a system of paying
\ in meial to bankers and business people who gathered round the
government; the manufacturers supplying war requisites were
almost jnvariably paid in metal coins. . -
, During the whole period, up to the overthrow of Rabes-
pia%rre, e revolutionary government was supplied with conside-
rable means by the issue of paper money, and when the fall in
the rate of exchange came, it was inconsiderable as compared
with the present fiuctuations in the value of paper money in
Russia, ‘Germany, elc. At the fime of Robespierre’s downfall the
paper money still retained 30% of its original value; it was not
until later that the depreciation took more rapid strides, with
regard {o which it must be observed, that the most acufe depre-
- ciation occurred at a time when the government itself was an-
-xigus for the complete dspreciaiim of the paper currency. Thus
the maximum limit of depreciation of this paper has” nothing
whatever in common with that Timit reached by the Soviet cur-

rency. During the epoch of bourgeois  revolution, the econdmic .

conditions obtaining in France were naturally very differen} to
those of Russia affer the Ociober revolution In France ttere
was never that restriction of commercial traffic which took place
i Russia. In France the political force of the bourgeaisie was
never so undermined as in Russia. When the French paper
money began to depreciate in value, the revo'utionary govern-
ment ‘encountered the economic resisfance of the commercial
bourgeoisie and of the industrial magnates, who wished to rid
ihemselves of the sinking paper currency, and thus converted
their economic resistance into a political resistance. The bour-
geoisie had no objection so long as the ““cosis of the revolution ”
were borne by the nobility. But when the issue of paper money

. became a peculiar means of  taxing” financial and trade capi-
tal, {he bourgeoisie made a clean sweep of the paper money, and
of the government based upon jt. -

With us there is no resemplance {o this. Our industry is a
state industry and our trade a state trade, and though these are
equally anxious {o be rid of the depreciated‘ curfency, and to have

_another basis of support than Soviet currency, still this striving
implies no political development, for the state industry and the
state frade are much more in need of a firm Soviet power than a
firm currency. ;

-~ Thus'the analogy drawn- between the French and Russian
financial. crises is more than weak: 'in Russia there is not suffi-
cient gold for economic traffic; it is impossible to enrich tte
inner fraffic with gold from foreign traffic or from confiscations.
Most of the gold had already been withdrawn from circulation in
Russia before the revolution, and was in the state bank, not in
the hands of private persons.. ‘ |

+.. It must be added that even the collapse of the paper cur-

-rency inf France cannot be regarded in ifs essential character as.a
collapse of the paper money. traffic. Afier the parer money ‘had
depreciated and disappeared. France stil carried on the paper
money system for some years, under another name. Paper money
nofes were issued by the state excheouer in anticipation of reve-
nues. This paner money also depreciated, but the state finances

: were held together by it for some years, unti] the taxation system’

.. was regulated, and the French staie bank decided on the issue of

. bank-notes. ' K : _— -

Soviet Russia’s greatest advantage lies in the circumstance.
that the regulation of the {axation system, and the organization of
the state bank and its bank-note-issue, are already being carried

_ out at the present time, so that our Soviet “ paper money ” /s not
only secure from collapse, but is on thé conirary showing symn-
toms of improvement,

‘pOWer.

To all who have Children or who
love Children! -

By Maxim Gorky. s
Today we must help the 2 million Russian children, the’

orphans living amid the.ruimns of the world war and in the famine

districts. At the time when the famine threatened to strangle
Russia, I sent an appeal, a cry throughout the wilderness of Europe; -

my call was not in vain. And now I appeal for Russia once niore.

I call upon all who love children, or ‘who have children. them-

selves, {o participate in the International School Week, April
15—21, of this year which is being carried out by the Infer-
national Workers’ Relief conjointly with the' pacifist-humanitarian
bourgeois organizations. The children liviig in the | homes
maintained by the International Workers’ Relief are to be given
the possibility of developing into free, new human beings, and
to this end books and mediums of instruction are {o be collected,
al?d, i{ ossibe, money and clothing. I am fully confident that
the soli
night of cruel disunity!

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

A ¢reat Masxien Pariy
By N. Bukherin.

s or 5 years the Russian prolefariai has maintain<:l iis

And even tiw opponents of the proletariat have to admit
that this power is securely established It is a power rooted
deeply in the Rusaian soil; it transforms ike Russian people;
it leads with an iron hand millions of human beings along a stony
and thorny path, crossed by barbed wire and expused -to the
fire of the encmy; it leads them through the steppes of hunger
to the glorious victory of united humanity. How has thix miracle
been accemplished, despite the im~a‘ent rage of bourgecois medio-
crity? ' .

Undaoubteuly  the. first facior which is to ‘ Llamé” is
the historical circumstances under which the toil-stained ba-
tallions of labor have advanced with mighty strides. - History
has created extraordinarily favorable circumstances for the suc-
cess of the Russian working class: am autocracy whose devilish
organization was shattered by the war, a weak bourgeoisie not
yet capable of wielding the weapon of imperialism, and stupid
enough {o have undermined the power of Czarism during the
war. Mighty masses of peasantry not yet awakened {o pafri-
otism, filled with passiomate hate agamnst their land-owning
lords, and longing to possess the land they ftilled. These are
the circumstances which rendered the victory of the proletariat
posfsible, which enabled it to unfold its young wings and soar
aloft. - .

But there was yet another cause.
cohort absolitely devoted to the revolution; the existence of a
%arty, unexantpled in the whole history of great-class strug;fks.

his party had passed through the hard school of illegal acfion,
its class will had been developed in the siress of conilict,

it had won and frained its comrades in suffering and deprivation.

The very hardness of the school evolved admirable workers,
whese task it is to transform and conquer the world. ' In order
fo gain a clear idea of how this party has been, formed, let
us cast a glance at the main features of its development.
First a few words regarding the general staff. Our
opponents do not deny that we have excellent leadets. One of
th: greafest -ideologis{s of the German bourgecisie, one of the
1 “esent masters of German thought, Count Kayserling, states
in his book: “ Economics, Politics, Wisdom”, that the power
of Soviet Russia can only be explained y the sureriority of

-its statesmen, who far surpass the statesmen of all bourgeois

countriegs. The exapgeration js obvious. This alone is not
decisive. * But it is nevertheless incontestable that the fact explains
much. What is the truth in_ this respect? The main point. is
the careful choice of ledtlers, a choice ensuring a combination

rily of the peoples will triumphantly overcome the dark

The existence of an iron

of competence, cnhesfon, and absolute unity of will. , Witlr this .

watchword the leadership of the party was formed. /In this
respect the party owes much fo Lenin. That which narrow-
minded opportunists call anti-democracy, mania for conspiracy,

or personal dicta orship, is in realify:one of the miost important i

principles of tiic =rganization. Thé selection of-a group of
persons posseseng ctsolute unity of thought, and filled.-with the
same revelutior=ry  %ime, this was ithe first

’

1
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successful action. And this pre-requisite was fulfiled by mer-
«ciless combat against any devallxlon from orthodox evisul
‘Thi$ utfer rejection of compromise, this constant self-purging,
welded the leading group so fitmly together that no power on
éarth could divide it Lot :

’ ‘The most important eélem¢nts|of the party grouped them-
' selves around these leaders strict dlsuglme of Bolshevism,

its iron cohesion, ifs uncompromising spirit, even during the
period of joint work with |the Mensheviki, its - absolute
~unity of viewpoint, and its ect ceniratization, — these

have invariably’ been the characteristic features of our grg
The comrades™ were blindly devoted to the party. *Pa

patriotism ”, the passionate enthusiasm of struggle against a
other groups, whether in- the workshop, ic meeting, or
prison, converted our partéoilmo}a sort of revolutionary rehgious
order. For this reason sheyism aroused the abhorrence of
. all liberals, of ali reformists, iof all tolerant,  vacilating, and
weak-minded elements. |
S The demanded rea] work among the masses from
all its members, whatever the comditions and difficulties. It
was precisely in this regard thet our first: differences with the
Mensheviki arose.  In order to carry out our purpose we formed
ﬁghﬁni units. These were not composed of fine speakers,
sympathizing infellectuals, or migratory isreatures here to-day
and there to-morrow, but of ready to give their all for the
party; ready to face

. imprisonment and tc fight a1 the barricades, to bear every

" .proletarian working stafi. But our party
: 1\iv'ed or . limited mvsithin any sectanp:n confines.

deprivation and suffer constan{ persecution. Thus the second

concentric circle was formed around our mﬂy, its fgl&mf::ﬂ
s never n

It must be
‘energetically emphasized that the parly has never considered
itself fo be an aim in’itself; @ ‘has invariably regarded itself

. as .an instrument for the formation of the mind of the masses,

for gathering together and leading| the masses. The whole art
of political dialectics cons’sts. in ppssessing ‘firm and coherent
formations, but not In being a 'sect, manceuvring. in mere
emptiness; in being a re%lly mobile fighting power, capable of
setting  in action the mighty apparatus of the whole class, the
whole of the working masses. The History of our party, especially
during the years of revolution, shows how closely it has followed
the tendencies' in the masses. Who was the most active revo-

tutionist in the a under the oldis{stem, _constanu{ in danger
- of being martyred or killed by the officers? It was the
~ . Bolshevik. Who was_the most unwearying agitator and orga-

~ the crisis i, the spring of 1921, by the remark: “The

nizer? - It was the Bolshévik fe mussed no opportunity of
influencing the masses. In the imperial Duma and an the trade
union, in the workers’ meeting and in the workers’ club, in the
Sunday 'school and in the factory ¢anteen, the Bolshevik was to
be fourd everywhere; the [ Bolshevik penetrated into every

.. corner,  so that a contemporary writer: said of him that he

~ “ functioned energetically ”.

C He has neyer failed te -‘ function
energetically ”, this Bolshevik. | 1 - :
; We must  further draw attention to some liarities in
the policy of the party, to which is largely due the great
success attained-by the CPR..  In the first place comes the firm

.- Marxian foundation of the party, Martov was not wrong when
- he explained the continuance of the proletarian dictatorship, after

i, to_ma

~

olshe-
vist P,arly ‘has at least gone through the Marxian school”.
This is true. The party has studied Marxism thoroughly.
The theoretical pre-determination of evenis, the analysis of class
relations, that calculation *in lions” which Lenin has so
aptly described as being the essence of politics; all this is in the
highest degree characteristic of the leaders of our party. At
the same time another peculiarity must be:specially emphasized,
applicable to our leader Lenin. In our hands, Marxism has
never become a dead dogma. It is always a practical instrument,
it is not a word but .a spirit, it is no scholasticism and no
Talmudism, but the actual spirit of Marxian dialectics as a
practical working weapon We possess Marxian {raining, but
no Marxian prejudices. We have an admirable instrument, and
it is under our control, not the reverse. And this living revo-
,lutlona%l' Marxism is really capable of working miracles.

- This explains the extraordinary tactical elasticity of the
party. Political errors almost .invariably arise (rom the appli-
cation of methods which are eminently suitabl under certain
circumstances, but are harmful under others  The inability
~{o grasp a concrefe situation lis the caufr of the ma-

jority of political mistakes. And it is precisely in this grasp of
a concrete situation that oar party excels. TFhe party has
understood- how to exercise the uimost patience in dealing with
the errors and naiveté of the masses We only need to recall
- the daf(:s following the February revolution, when we had patiently
_make clear. so much, and hid to proceed so carefully . in

- drawing the masses over to our tsxde But the party has not

{
]
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| THE LABOR MOVEMENT

only shown its capacity for patience, but for bold, determined,
and unexampled rapid action. The days of the October revolution
were am&k 'prgotl of éhis.ThAt that time hu;oo;y tc&n'th\:teii the
party with 4 whirlwind. ere was i i ) plunge
crest of a s tic
wave. The slightest false move would have been fafal it
was required was unlimited boldness, obsﬁna? and determi-
nation; the party plunged into the vortex, and emerged with
O e Mt s proved ifself capaie £ adapting its.
riy has proved i ca of .adapting its course
to the needp:i zh hour. Nothing can be more instructive than
its policy in this respect. If we remember how the Russian
communist Earty utilized the sup, of the social revolutionary
party, and how rapidly it st its own ship, and the ship of
state, out of the wafers of war unism into those of the
new economic policy, these two ples suffice {0 show the
tactical elasticity of the party, which combines absolute realism
with a clear consciousness [of the final goal to which it is
smdil{ proceeding. . 4
t is nof sible for the working class, under the rule
of capitalism, to so educate itself as to be capable of untertaking
the leadership of society. Under the rule of capitalism the
working class is enslaved and oppressed. In order fo-rise, it
n:us! break down the capitalist shel which envelops society. .
It cannot train its forces prove its powers of organization
and undertake the leadership of society, until the period
of the dictatorship, During this period the working  class
the slave is transformed into creator
and- lord. This' gigantic work is one demanding the utmost
exertions on the t of the masses and their vanguard. Our
Russian Communist Party may well be proud of what it lutz
accomplished. It has created its generals and its soldiers, i
admimistrative and governmental forces, its nuclei for mental
culture and . economic comstruction. Its younger generation
entérs tight into the qigantic laboratory of the Soviet state.
After the frightful civil war, and the famine, the great Red
Land advances triu ntly, and its of victory calls
upon the workers of the whole world, the slaves in the colonies,
the coolies, to take up the final s(ruige d;fainst capital. The
innumerable, army of the exploited is a mighty troop,
seamed with scars, their standards riddled with bullets and torn
with bayonnet thrusis. This is the troop which feads the ad-

vance, the guide and helper of all the others — it is the
Com;n;mist arty of Russia, the iron cohort of the proletarian
revolution. .

A Letter from the General Federation
' - of Labor of Japan

) (Tokio, January 1923.)
Dear Comrades,
Never in the history of the Japanese Labor movement
Irave the workers faced a- more outrageours crime from the bour-
eois class.” Never have we faced a more bitter struggle, The
jingo government of General Kato is about to pass three new
class laws which had been prepared in secrecy but are e
to be introduced in the new Diet in which workers have not a
single voice. ‘ : ‘

The first Bill is the “ Trade Union Bill”. Jt clearly aims -
at smashing al existing militant labor organizations and at con-
verting them into mere pillars of the capitalist system.

, e second is the “Bill of Arbitration of Small Tenant
D’sputes ”, - the object of which is to deliver the poor peasants-’
over to the avaricious land owners.

2 The third and most repressive Bill is the “Anti-Radical-
Social-Movement-Bill” It needs no saying that the Bill aims
at depriving the labor movement of its active champions as well
as at cuttinge_:ff all international connections between the Japa-
nese and other proletariats. ' : -
: Against this bitter assault of the ruling class, we, the
Iapan&e trade unionists, are determined to fight {o the last; we
ormed a strong united front, buildiugﬂup the Joint Trade Urion
Committe which comprises more n thirty militant unions
throughout the country. ! : -

Fellow , workers n}d comrad&s ﬂ?: th% ﬂ\i:(:yrld. Yw”mfusls
support your struggli apanese brothers i are not all /
victg.;ls o the Noﬁ}:l‘u{sty bourgeoisie. Rise in solidarity -with
us, and fight against our common enemy.

~Down with the White Terror! | -

Long live proletarian international solidarity!

Secretary of the General Federation of Labor. of

: K. Matsuoka.

*

Japan,
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“THE COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT

To all Co-¢bemﬂve Organizalions!

3 annixlment of t

. national bourgeoisie must be made to pay the full

‘For il

The 1. International Conference of communist co-operato
as well as the IV. World Congress of the Comintern, i

" ihat ihe co-operative soci¢ties have {o take. active and emergetic
part in all sipiggles of the proletariat. -

¢ At the t time the letariat is threatened with a
frightful danger. The y eoisie of France, actuated
the desire to completely crush and exploit the working masses
Germiany, has taken the step of occupying the Ruhr area.

the German this occupation signifies a source of
dangers, of suffering and misery. It ig impossible
for'the German people to patiently tolerate this predatory raid.
Thé extension of French imperia is an enormous danger
gr the peace of Europe. Storm-laden war clouds hang over
urope and the whole world. Now, more than ever, aH truly

‘proletarian fighting organizations must redouble 'their efforis

in the fight against the

/ isie, and the Russian co-operative
must not take the last place

forces.

In the hée of this {remendous danger, we must immediately

* commmence agitation within the co-operatively organized masses

for the creation of a united front against the bourgeoisie, an
against the war danger threatened through the action of the
bourgeoisie. We must continually expose to the masses of coope-

“rators. the policy of the social traitors, who pass resolutions at

their peace congresses, but fail to carry ~them out when the
decisive moment for action arrives.

We must devote all our powers to this struggle.

The attitude adopted by, us to the question of the struggle

for securing peace was clearly-stated by Soviet Russia’s delega-
tion at the Hague conference. Our proposals to all fabor organi-
zations of the world are as follows: :

. 1. In order to secure the greatest possible measure of suc-
cess for the proletarian siruggle in the cause of pece, it is ne-
cessary to put an end to any class collaboration and any coalition
with the bourgeoisie, and to draw a sharp line between labor
organizations \and bourgeois governments.

2. In order to prepare the armies and the broad masses of
workers for effective war against war, it is necessary {o create
legal and illegal soldiers’ organizations, which organizations shall
carry on an uainterrupted, persevering, and systematic work of
agifation and enlightenment within the army, and be ready at the
decisive moment to lead the armies rising against the bourgeoisie.

3. Energetic mass fighting is to be carried on for the
shameful Versailles treaty and other similar
treaties; against the league .of imperialist pirates sailing under
the flag of the ““League of Nations”; against the enslavement
of the working masses of Germany, Austria, Bulgaria, and other
countries, through the medium of the ¢ rations . "The inter-
ice for making
it alone is to

4. The working and peasant masses of the semi-colonial
and colonial countries, suffering beneath the ression “of the
imperialist robbers,-are to be induced to join in the war -against
war, Special aftention is to be devoted’to agitating against im-

all the damage and devastation for whic

" perialism amongst the colored troops. s

' 5. Strenuous efforts must be made for the immediate eva-
cuation of the territories in Germany occupied by Entente troops,
and for the withdrawal of all tion from all districts

(Near and Far East, Africa, etc.) which, according to the orders’

of the League of Nations, fhat is, according to the right of
might, are to remain under occupation _

* .6. A continuous fight must be conducted for the disarma-
ment of the White Guard organizations of the bourgeoisie, for
the arming of the working masses, and for the establishment of

workers’ governments whose task it will be, to carry out these

-, demands. against the will of the ruling classes.

.. this

%

&~ carnage now
F _-a:c%, aided by the late Entente.
<

- The evenis in the Ruhr impart a special significance {o
resolution at the present time.

We appea
in co-operatives, and call upon them {o
voice their revolutionary profest against the danger of fresh

being raised by the imperialist bou isie of

The Committee of the “Zentrosoyus”. .

—————

in the ranks of the proletarian’

. 1 to all the workers and peasants of Soviet
.'" Russia who are organized

THE WHITE TERROR |
In Yuédélavia‘ P o
By W. Vayovitch.

The reign of White Terror in Yugoslavia, which begam -

fowards the end of 1920, was not only revealed by the dissolution

of the Communist Parties and of t .

imprisonment & thousands of workers; the Terror was. further

expressed by special methods of extorting confessions from the

imprisoned communists, in order fo obtain material {o prove to

g;l tll:g <l>punon how necessary it is to place the communist oulside
aw. :

In Bosnia, where 300 miners were kept awaiting trial for -

a year, eleven comrades fell victims to' an inquisition whose
cruelly surpasses all imagination. The death of these eleven
comrades best characterizes the regime obfaining in the prisons
of this “civilized” country. ‘The communist trial whigiook
place in Belgrade last year revealed numerous facts plainly
showing that reaction is determined to shrink from no means
in order to supely the criminal court with fs” based om
the “confessions” ' of the accused. Comrade Tchaki was .so
beaten during an examination that he lost consciqusness; thereu-
pon, cold water was poured - over his head to restore him to
consciousness. After the ings were ended, he was forced
to sigh the protocol of this “hearing”. During a hearing of this
description Tour of his teeth were knocked out. '

The prisoners were crowded in hundreds into cells intended
for 30 to 40 men at most. Here they were left for several days,
in unbearable heat, without bread or water. They were con-
tinually illtreated, for no other reason than that.they were
comumunists. ) i

The notorious ‘“‘chimney” of the Belgrade
represenis the most refined torture practised
“civilization”. It is’a marrow cell in which a human being,can
only stand upright.  Qur comrades were frequently confined
in this for 48 hours at a time, or even longer, withotit bréad
or water; at the same time smoke was allowed to penetrate into

g ison certainly
y

the narrow space, which naturally caused the most intolerable '
Comrade Kolatschek was beaten tili he bled. This

After this ill

torments.
beating was carried out with a cow-hide whip,

usage he was carefully cleansed of blood, and incarcerated in

the “‘chimney” for some hours. It would require a thick volume

to recount all the numerous rethods of torture employed, but
the lew facts here stated suffice to demonsirate the appalling
conditions obtaining in the Yugoslavian prisons.

trade unions, and by the -

- Yugoslavian :

?
2!

Comrades Steitsh and Tchaki, one condemned to 20, the -

other to 30, years of imprisonment, in “light irons”, are in a
frightful situation. Their cells are unhealthy and damp, the food
defies all description; in addition to this, they have o drag about
with them iron fetters weighing 15 kilograms. According {o
the Serbian law the weight of light fetters should only be Sii!o-
erams but as these comrades are incarcerated in a prison of

oyvodina—a district belongig to Austria before the war—they
are forced to carry a heavier weight becguse thé Austrian prisons
were only provided with such fefiers!

A young comrade from Slavonia was recently condemmed
to two years strict solitary confinement. The sentence contained
the furiher regulation that the prisoner, once a month, had to

24 hours without a bed, on the concrefe floor, and without
any food whatever. And this cruel sentence was passed for no

other reason than that communist literature had found in
the prisoners’ house. ¥ -

- But despite all these persecutions and .ill usage, the Yugo-
slavian [proletariat holds true {o the revolution, an s carried

through several successful struggles within the last few months;
this may best be seen in the founding of an independent labor
party, and in the excellent devel n{ made by {hé independent
trade union in recent months. Yugoslavian’ proletariat will
alse find a way to fight for ‘the liberation of ifs political
prisoners, : '

In Pilsudski’'s Poland
By A. K. (Warsaw).
For decades the Polish revolutionists have never had a
month’s ce. The dictatorship of

folowed xmmediate(lly on the heels of the Czarjst regime of occu.
pation rule. = Under Moraczevski's government arresis and

murders were the order of the day, and all the governmenis

same policy

which followed of whatever description, pursued the
of arrests and murders against the revolutionjsis,

£ 1
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the Polish bourgeoitie .
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" “Pavalion”, ;‘nl;aviak”, “Sferbﬁya”,c;glokotow" (MWell!né:;pw
saw prisons); and dozeris of provincial prisons, refurned
their most notorious tradi | methods. Ngthin'ﬁ;d changg
but the uniform and the badges. ~ The one-hea eafle was

- -

" ‘mot an iota more -humane than -his-double-headed- ecessor.

And beneath his sway. the slﬁlém and practices of _the tgv:'eiwns
remaipned unaltéred, ‘unless “for the ‘worse. Ma.ndy of old
occupants of the prisons returned to them. Hundreds of revo-
-lutioriary fighters, who had already.spent half their lives in Czarist
‘guols! or in exile, made fresh acquaintance with the prisons of
~independent” Poland. The communist deputy of the Sejni, Stefan
Krolikowski, * just recently set at liberty, has undergone eight
years of Czarist’ in;;r?s%nment, followed by two years of incarce-
Tatiore waiched over by Pilsudski’s gendarmes. During the few
years of existence ‘of “independent” Poland, many of our comrades
have garcel&,ehioyed liberty for a few months.  An idea may
be gained of the “exfent of the reprisals being carried on in
‘Poland, by a glance at the present e:chanfe list, which™ contains
the riames of mioré than 400 prisoners, o

lquarters have already bgen imp: sone% :

b £ ] for two years, and all
of whom are condemned’ to long terms of impr

isonment. - Five

! fo ifteen years hatrd labor, the measure of punishment meted out

to the communists® ‘in ome tjme Russian-Poland, the legal basis
for this punishment is derived from the Czarist code of laws,
. in Galicia and Posen it 1 derived from the Austrian or Prussian
| code‘of penal law,> '~ 1 '

. It'has offen been asked who has adopted the most brutal
measures against yevolution and-the revolutionists: Czarism or

llons, Kaznakows, Gruns, Ithofs, and-Alexandrovs,
as_ ‘represented by such  scoundrels as Witecki,: Snarski,
Gorzechowski, Miegzinski, Farynski, and their companjons. That
such a question can be asked at all is significant enough in itself.
it is extremely difficult io reply for it is hard to compare the
data, and moredver the infensiiy of the repressive measures under
both regimes, has varied at different times.

.. -If we do not ' consider rate details,
characterize the period-2s a w “we may say that, in the
" jirst plave, mass ‘repression was formerly never exercised for
such ‘long and uninferrupted periods, and, in the second place,
such ive measuires were never so extensive as at the present
time, now that Lemberg, Cracow, and Posen, in which political
irials were formerly unknown, can enter into competition with
Warsaw and Lodz. There is no'doubt that this period is filled

o\ of the Polish revolutionary struggle—for instance the murder of

' cenvict Vreckovski at the head, ifl

the Soviet Russian Red Cross commission, with the old political
1 the | December 1918; or the murder
of \Brzozas, stabbed with a bayonnet; or the murder of comrade

I

whom at least three

but wish 1o

‘electorai meeti

P P ——— -

Pola Maceyovskaya in the prison at Katfovitz, and ihe pogrom
among the female political prisoners in Wronki, ..
'L “Such excesses as were committed during. Moratechevski’s
government-tiave occurred in Poland at various times, and under
ﬁfc‘ most various ' circumstances. responsibility for these
horrible crimes falls to the Polish Scheidemanns: Moratschevski,
Baszynski, and Slivinski. Six months ago, under Slivinski’s
overnment, an arrested man was forced to make a confession

‘by means of torture, and the role of executioner was not played

by a gendarme or by -the Defensive (Polish secret E)liqe), ut

by: Luxemburg, the judge of the court of inquiry. During the -
electoral campaign a group of youths, who were arrested at an
had/their heads shaved like criminals, and in
addition chained like ‘convicts. In earlier times prisoners were
certainly never subjected to such systematic psychological tortures
as is now the case in Polish prisons. e are prisons in
which as-many as 10 hunger strikes have taken place in the

course of a year. :

“the working. class. may revolt

-The siruggle raging in Poland against the communist
movement is being carried on, as<it' has always been, under the
leadership and active participation’ of the Molish Scheidemanus
who sit in 'the offices of ‘the Defensive;, ani openly and secretiy
co-operate  with - these secret police. Despite 'the dangers.
threatening them from the extreme right, these elemenis are
still terribly afraid that the chains may be removed which hindes
the devel t of the labor movement. A number of sharp
lessons on the part of the.right dre first required, in order that -
ainst these tactics of its leaders,
and close its ranks for a -united struggle agaiast the repressicn
hindering the development of the labor movement. oy
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