English Edition.

Unpublished Manuscripts - Please reprint

- INTERNATIONAL -

Vol. 4 No. 28

PRESS

8th May 1924

CORRESPONDENCE

Editorial Offices: Langegasse 26/12, Vienna VIIl. — Central Despatching Department:
— Postal Address to which all remittances should be sent by registered mail: Postamt 64, Schliessfach 29, "Vienna VIIL.
— Telegraphic Address: Inprecorr, Vienna.

Berggasse 31, Vienna IX.

CONTENTS

E. Varga: The Meaning of the Report of the Experts’ Com-
_ mission.
Politics
Ludwig Magyar: The Conference of the Hungarian Social
_ Democratic Party.
In the International
The Frankfort Conference of the C. P. of Germany. I. First
Letter of the E. C. C. L to the Conference.

Appeals
E. C. C. 1. To the Communist Parties and Revolutionary
Organizations of all Countries.
Polemics and Discussions

The Discussions in the C. P. of Germany. III August Thal-
heimer: A Warning Signal.

Postponement of the Session of the Enfarged E. C. C. 1. and of the

V. World Congress of the C. I.

(Telegram to the Inprekorr.)

'MOSCOW, May 1, 1924.

The Executive Committee of the Communist International has decided to postpone the opening of the
Session of the Enlarged Executive Committee of the Communist International to the 10" of June, and the
opening of the V. World Congress of the Communist International to the 15% of June.

Executive Committee of the Communist International.

The Meaning of the Report of the Experts’
Commission.

By E. Varga.

After a work ol more than three months the Commission
of Experts handed over its report to the Reparations Commis-
sion on April 9th. This report, along with its supplements,
makes a rather large pamphlet and space does not permit of
our fully setting forth its contents. We assume that the essential
contents are known to the reader from the columns of the daily
press and we shall only give prominence to the principal fea-
tures of the report.

Payment of Reparations only when the exchange is stable.

In the past years the Reparations Commission demanded
payment, both in foreign currencies and in goods, without any
regard to the question whether the German rate of exchange
could endure such a burden. Contrary to this the Expert Com-
mission takes the standpoint that Germany can only afford
reparation payments when the German rate of exchange is
stable, because when the rate of exchange falls the state income
automatically shrinks to such an extent that payments are im-
- possible. Therefore the stability of the Germany currency is to
be preserved in spite of reparation payments.

Reparation Payments in German Currency.

As a consequence of this, and with the exception of payments
in goods, Germany shall only pay in German currency.
The prescribed payments shall be made in German money to
the account of the Reparations Commission at the Note Bank
(Reparations Bank) which is to be founded. With the deposi-

ting of the prescribed sum Germany has carried out her share
of the bargain. It is the business ol the Allies as to how they
shall get out of the country the amount of the reparation pay-
ments which have been made in German money. For this pur-
pose the report provides for a commission of five and a special
agent who shall see to it that the sums deposited by Germany
are sent abroad in suitable form. It is the old question:
In which_form of goods can Germany pay the reparations,
that is, in which form of goods can the reparations be accepted
by the Entente without causing serious damage to the industry
of France, England, and the remainder of the capitalist world?
Naturally the report does not solve this question because it
is insoluble. It decides that the German payments may be accu-
mulated up to a sum of two milliard gold marks in money. All
amounts beyond this shall be invested in German securities up
to a maximum amount of five milliard gold marks. Should it
prove that no method can be found for the acceptance of the
reparation payments, Germany’s payments will be reduced until
such time when it will be possible for the Entente to carry out
the transmission to foreign countries.

The Report Destroys all those plans which sought to solve
the reparations question with one sweep by the taking up of an
international loan running into milliards. (Proposal ot the Cuno
Government for a twenty milliard gold mark loan.) All the fairy
tales of American help, the whole conception that by trans-
ferring the wealth that has been ,plled up in America, and which
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is partly unused (the huge gold reserve of the Federal Reserve
Banks), an important cause of the crisis could be settled at the
same time as the reparations question, has faded away into
nothing. The report provides for a sigle loan of eight hundred
million gold marks which shall be employed for the payments
in the first year.

From the point of view of World Politics this solution, it
it is carried out in deed as well as in word by the Entente,
signifies_the defeat of the French Policy of forcé and the vic-
tory of England. The lines of French policy, the final separation
of the Rhine and Ruhr districts from Germany, separatism in
Bavaria and the separation of southern Germany from northern
Germany, the breaking up of Germany in this way into three
or four parts can be considered as shattered. The report is
expressly based upon the standpoint that Germany must form
a united economic whole if she is to be able to pay reparations.
The solution at the same time prevents the uniting, in French
hands, of the continental ‘deposits ‘of coal and iron, which is of
great importance for the economic and political power of France
in relation to England.

Germany becomes an International Colony. -

The shattering of the French plans of °power
do not signify that Germany will now become
a free state. On the contrary, the report provides

for a severe, systematic control of Germany by the Entente.
As a matter of fact, with the carrying out of the measures
which are provided for, German economic life would find itself
under the control of the Entente. This control will extend to the
railways, the federal finances, and to the whole financial po-
licy by means of the control of the Central Note Bank which is
to be created (in which all existing note banks are to be taken
up) and to the German taxes, the amount of which is to be
laid down by the Entente.

The Payments and Germany’s ability to pay.
As in known, the report provides for the following payments:

1st year . 1000 million gold marks
2nd year. 1220 -, ’ ”
3rd year . 1200 5 ’
4th year . . 1750 ’ s ’
5th year . . . . 2500 ” ”
In the first five years . . 7670 s »

Of this sum 800 millions are to be obtained by a loan, so
that for the first five years, payments of less than seven milliard
gold marks are provided for. The payments from the fifth year
onwards shall amount to 2500 million gold marks annually and
perhaps more. A prosperity index has been provided for which
shall be made up out of various, rather unrelated, elements (rail-
way traffic, population, foreign trade, tobacco consumption,
budget expenditure, and coal consumption). If these factors,
reckoned according to a certain system, give an increase in the
later years over the level of 1926—1929, Germany’s obligations
will be correspondingly increased.

The report lays down from what sources the reparations
are to be drawn, that is it confiscates certain kinds of income
for reparation payments. We do not wish to go into details here
as we may assume that they are known. The principles prono-
nunced in the report by the specifying of these sources were as
follows:

1. The railways have god rid of all their debts by the depre-
ciation of the currency. They represent a capital of 26 milliard
gold marks. Before the war they had a net income of over 600
million gold marks, or at the present value of money of about
1000 million gold marks, whereby it is to be emphasiyed, that
in the pre-war days the German railways were not treafed as an
enterprise for profit-making but in the first place as an instru-
ment for the economic development of Germany. Under these
circumstances it is easily possible to draw from the railways
660 million gold marks in the form of interest bearing bonds
and amortisation of the same and in addition a railway traffic
tax of 290 million yearly.

2. German industry has got rid of its debts by the deprecia-
tion of the currency. Therefore it can shoulder a reparations
debt of five milliard gold marks, which at 5% interest and
1% amortisation shall yield 300 million gold marks yearly.

3. In the treaty of Versailles it is laid down that the rate
of taxation in Germany may not be less than that of the Entente
countries. On this basis it is reckoned that until the year
1928/1929 Germany can afford from its budget a sum extending
up to 1250 millions gold marks for reparations payments. In
order to secure these payments the income from the taxes on

tobacco, beer, alcohol, and sugar, as well as the customs receipts,
aré to be paid into the reparations account at the new note
bank (Reparations Bank). Ii these taxes and customs yield a
higher sum than is provided for, the surplus will be released
for the needs of the German state. Two questions arise here:

L. Can the sums provided for be taken out the yield of the
economic life of Germany, that is, out of the value produced
by Germany as reduced to her present size?

As far as the first five years are concerned one can answer
this question in the affirmative. By the saving which has been
effected by the disappearance of the state debt and the reduction
of the military expenditures, this amount can, in our opinion,
be covered, assuming that the political rule of the bourgeoisie
is firm and that the process of production is not disturbed by
severe social struggles — an assumption that will hardly be
realised. As regards the full payments after five years, we are
compelled to doubt if the German economic system can bear
the withdrawal of such great sums. In the meantime the extre-
mely unstable balance of capitalism does not permit one to say
very much as to how things will be in five years.

2. Can one find a form of goods in kind which will enable
the German payments which are provided for to be brought out
of the country?

For the first five years one can give an affirmative answer
to this question, for when we deduct the deliveries of coal and
coke, which are not only gladly accepted by France but which
are absolutely indispensable for her industrial life, there remains
an insignificant yearly amount which has to be exported in cur-
rency or in goods: an amount which can be absorbed in the
form of German goods in the world market if no acute econo-
mic crisis oceurs. The matter stands quite differently if the
payments are to be made in full after five years. Annual pay-
ments of 2500 million gold marks can only be rendered if the
exports of Germany exceed the pre-war figure by many milliards.
We say many milliards, because Germany cannot export only
those wares for which all the raw materials and auxiliary
materials are to hand in Germanmy, but naturally must also
import such materials from abroad. At present the whole of
Western Europe cannot find a market for its full productive
capacity and this state of affairs is, in our opinion, not a pas-
sing one and such a great export of German goods would lead,
with the present reduced ability of absorption in the world
market, to a severe disadvantage for French and English in-
dustry. We are therefore of the opinion that the whole payments
can neither be made by Germany nor be accepted by the Entente.

The Meaning of the Report.

The report was accepted unanimously by the Experts. As
we can assume that the Experts acted in agreement with their
governments, this signifies that the Entente governments, that
is, the Entente bourgeoisie considers the proposed solutions
as right.

Now what is the economic significance of this report? In
our opinion it is essentially the following:

The Entente bourgeoisie now sees that it is impossible to
obtain reparations from Germany on such a large scale as was
provided for in the various ultimata. The Entente bourgeoisie
are faced with the alternative: Either to obtain reparations but
at the price of the keen competition of Germany on the world
market, and as a consequence, depreciation of the Mark, social
disorders, and a dictatorship of the right or of the proletariat
in Germany; or to renounce the reparations for the amount that
was provided for, to gain a deciding influence in German eco-
nomic life and to make such use of it that Germany can be
kept down as an industrial rival. In other words: less repara-
tions but no re-establishment of Germany as a dangerous com-
petitor in the world. The Report signifies that the Entente
bourgeoisie has decided on the latter solution. If we assume
this to be the case the conclusions of the report, which in part
are somewhat strange, become fairly clear.

The mortage upon the railways and the control of the
German railways signifies: The freight charges and fares of
the German railways will. be settled by the Entente, and in
such a manner that German industry will not be able to give an
artifical stimulus to its exports by means of preferential freights
on goods destined for export, as was the case before the war.

The five milliard mortage upon German industry signifies
that the cost of production of German industry will be corre-
spondingly increased. )

The control of the Note Bank signifies that the discount
policy of the central note institute will be fixed by the Entente
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bourgeoisie and the amount of the credits to industry, as well
as the rate of interest, will be set in accordance with”the needs
of the English and French bourgeoisie, while the developement
of German industry can be hinderd by limitation of credit and
high rate of interest.

The investment of five milliard gold marks in German
shares (this amount may be increased), signifies that the Entente
bourgeoisie, which, as it is already holds considerable amounts
of the shares in German industries, gets possession of the most
important branches of German industry. ‘

Taken altogether this signifies that Germany comes under
the economic control of the Entente bourgeoisie and that this
control will be exercised before all with the idea of suppressing
the ability of Germany to compete in the world market and to
restrict the developement of German economic life.

In our former reports we have often pointed out that the
spokesmen of the English and French bourgeoisie are always
emphasising the following: England has a debt of about 150
milliard gold marks upon which she must pay interest, whereas
Germany, owing to the depreciation of the currency, is free of
debts. This signifies. that the English manufacturer has to pay
much higher taxes than the German and that wages in England
are higher than in Germany. Consequently a reparations policy
must be adopted which ensures the ability of England and
France to compete in the world market. As this does not har-
monise with the payment of reparations on the old system of
the payment of currency without regard to the further fate of
the German rate of exchange, since this would compel Germany
to force her export of goods, the economic meaning of the report
is: less reparations, but the domination of the German economic
system in order to prevent the dangerous developement of a
new competitor of the Entente bourgeoisie in the world market.

"POLITICS

The Conference of the Hungarian Social
Democratic Party.
By Ludwig Magyar.

After the defeat of the Russian Revolution in the year
1905—1906 there reigned the stiliness of death in the Russian
Labour Movement. The raging of the white terror, the crushing
" of all organizations of workers, the inner strife among the
emigrants, the toilsome, almost hopeless, assembling of the re-
volutionary forces in Russia itself and the numerous failures of
these attempts — these are the things which characterise this
period. Plechanov completes his change of sides to the Menshe-
viki, and his cry of despair, “it was a pity to have taken up
arms” gives a picture of the extent to which despondency and
doubt of the revolution has seized hold of the best minds of
the revolutionary labour movement. The Bolshevik fraction in the
Social Democratic Labour Party of Russia was forced into the
minority, and the Mensheviki were at that time able to declare
in their periodicals that there really only remained three Bolshe-
viki: Lenin, Zinoviev and Kamenev and that the fourth would
have to be found by means of an advertisement in the news-
papers. The three Bolsheviki in emigration, however, carried
on the struggle for revolutionary Marxism, defended the theory
of the hegemony of the proletariat in the revolution against right
and left opportunists in their own camp, maintained the Bolshe-
vik propaganda centre and, in spite of the objections of the liqui-
dators from the right and left, extended the illegal organization
in Russia itself. Five years after the terrible defeat there is the
strike of the miners in the Lena gold works. The gendarmes
fire into the mass of the strikers, and as answer thereto, a new
wave of strikes swells up, sweeping the whole of Russia and
dispelling the nightmare of the white terror, which up to that
time had oppressed the masses. And when this movement ebbs,
an inwardly strenghtened, enlightened, united Bolshevist Party
is present in Russia.

* 4 %

Naturally one: cannot fully apply this analogy to the situa-
tion in Hungary. The objective situation in Hungary in 1924 is
somewhat different to that obtaining in Russia in 1911. Some
of the elements of the situation, however; have a striking
resemblance. A mass movement is welling up. The intolerable
economic situation,- the attempt of the bourgeoisie to shift all
the burdens of reconstruction upon the mass of the workers,.the
land reform swindle, the crumbling of the united front of the
bloody counter-revolution and the shrinking and narrowing down

of the social basis of the same, the attempt, in alliance with
the bourgeoisie, but without the petty bourgeoisie in the towns
and in the country, to restore the rule of the big land-owners,
all this is forcing the proletariat to desperate resistance.

-The national treason of the ruling class, the recognition of
the shameful Treaty of Trianon by the loudest shouters of
nationalism, the rewarding of the Roumanian Boyars for their
robber-campaign against Soviet Hungary, the capitulation be-
fore the Little Entente, the open renunciation of the liberation
of the oppressed Hungarians, the reduction of the civil servants
etc. are forcing further groups of small bourgeois into the
opposition. The demonstration of March 15th in the streets of
Budapest, the appearance of the opposition in the national con-
ference of the trade unions on March 30th and, not least of
all, the appearance of the opposition in the conference of the
Hungarian Social Democratic Party, show that the Labour
Movement in Hungary has entered on a new period. We are
standing before a new wave of mass movements and the oppo-
sition will make use of these mass movements in accordance
with their own purposes. The struggle in the conference ended
in a complete victory of the Horthy Socialists of the type of
Payer, Peidl, Propper and Farkas, who provide the fig-leaf of
legality for the Horthy-Bethlen system, but the fact that an
organized opposition is making itself felt in the Hungarian
Social Democratic Party indicates how deep the process of radi-
calising ‘has proceeded among the masses themselves.

It is not worth the trouble to characterise the wretchedness
and paltriness of the leading group of this opposition. The
Viennese International has liquidated itself, and it would be a
stupid and hopeless enterprise to revive it in Hungary. There
is no essential dilference between Garami and Payer, between
Bohm and Farkas, betwwen Kunfi and Propper or whatever
other names are borne by the Horthy socialists in Hungary and
the Hungarian drifters among the emigrants. It is only a question
of who shall have the power in the party, who shall co-operate
with Bethlen— the newest team, in the fullest sense of the word,
who live in Hungary, or the old team who are living in emi-
gration. The first team would like to send the present leaders
of the party to the devil in order to continue the latter’s policy
of bargaining with Horthy themselves, and the present leaders
wish to keep their snug places and to keep the leaders in
emigration at a distance with the help of the police. Thus the
struggle of the opposition would be merely a family matter of
the Hugarian Mensheviki, but the fact that the leaders of the
opposition not only declare. their solidarity with the Karolyi
revolution of 1918, but also with the proletarian revolution of
1919 and that they are attacking the coalition policy, shows
that in this case it is a much more earnest matter than a
struggle of various groups of leaders. It is true the Bohms,
Kuntis, Stromfelders and Biros etc. have betrayed the prole-
tarian dictatorship, that they combat it and are enemies of the
Soviet idea. These heroes of the Noske International have carried
on a most pitiable and ridiculous coalition policy with Jaszi,
Hatvany and the other small bourgeois revolutionaries among
the emigrants. And the opposition in Hungary itself, this oppo-
sition, will delude the masses of the Hungarian Workers with
declarations of solidarity with the overthrown dictatorship, with
phrases about class struggle and opposition to the policy of
coalition. They must carry on this threadbare deception of the
workers because there is also a real opposition in- the Hun-
garian labour movement, a mass -opposition, an opposition of
the  revolutionary proletarians who are just as fed up with the
treachery of the Horthy socialists as they are with the hali-
measures and conscious -deception of the “first team”. It was- in
the highest degree instructive to observe how such people as
Desidor Birés edged away from this real opposition, and how
they surrendered to the leaders of the party in order to stem
the further advance of this real opposition. :

The masses of the Hungarian workers are in a ferment.
Under unspeakable suffering the Hungarian proletariat is crea-
ting its class party. This class party will not in any event
be the present official “opposition” to the party leaders. It is
being formed and will be built up out of the mass opposition.
The birth-pangs  will be: terrible, but the revolutionary working
class will solve this task. This class party will then transform
its solidarity with the Soviet dictatorship and the rejection of
the policy of coalition into deeds, and will lead the proletariat
of Hungary to new struggles and to new victories. It is already
the driving force of the opposition, and the attempt of the
Hungarian Centrists to get this movement into their hands will
fail miserably.

i



272

International Press Correspondence -

The Hungarian workers spurn the declaration of solidarity
with the Soviet dictatorship made by the social traitors as a
desecration. The stubborn opposition of the masses, who here
and there found a representative, is the best hope of the Hun-
garian labour movement. It is an earnest hint to the Hungarian
Communists that this mass, opposition is welling up more ana
more powerfully and is embracing wider-masses of the workers.

After the volleys of the Tsarist gendarmes in the Lena gola
mines, the Russian Bolsheviki began the struggle for organiza-
tion, for winning over the majority of the proletariat, with
new strength ...

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

The Frankfort Conference of the C. P.
of Germany. «
I

First Letter of the E. C. C. I. to the Party
Conference.

Dear Comrades,

Your Party Conference is being held at a moment of pro-
found change, stirring the thinking section of the whole German
working class to its inmost depths. Never before has such a
heavy responsibility lain upon the Party Conference of the Ger-
man C. P. as on this occasion. Without exaggeration it can
be said, your Party Conference will decide the fate of the
German C. P. for many years to come, and with this the fate
of the German revolution. . :

I. The International Situation.

At the present juncture the III. International is more than
ever incorporated in Moscow, and the 1I. International more than
ever in London. - ‘ ‘

The international position of the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics has become strengthened in a manner hitherto un-

“heard of. The number of recognitions of the Sdviet Government
on the part of the mightiest governments of the European bour-
geoisie’ is the outcome of the foreign policy pursued by the
first proletarian government in the world. And that the balance
thus drawn is satisfactory is due to the efforts made by the
vanguard of the whole international proletariat. That the Union
of Socialist Soviet Republics has been recognized de jure by
a number of bourgeois governments is not the most important
point. What is important is that the de jure recognitions have
taken place without any material or moral concessions whatever
béing made to the international bourgeoisie on the part of the
proletarian government.

The mightiest party of the II. International is in power at the
moment in the mightiest of the bourgeois states. The so-called La-
bour Government, headed by MacDonald, is naturally pursuing .a
bourgeois and not a proletarian policy. At the present moment
there are broad masses of workers in England who do not yet
perceive MacDonald’s policy in the same light as the German
workers have perceived the policy pursued by Ebert and Noske.
But MacDonald’s government is showing itself in its true colors
more and more. Since the time of Marx the greatest and most
difficult problem of the labour movement in England has been
the formation of a revolutionary prolétarian mass party. At the
present time the objective pre-requisites for the formation of a
Communist mass party are given in England for the first time.

In the Far East and in the colonial and semi-colonial coun-
tries, the leaden clouds of imperialism are pierced by flashes
of lightning with ever increasing frequency. In India, in Egypt
and in China, the movement against immperialism is growing
stronger and stronger. . : ‘

New events are maturing in the Balkans, pregnant with
fateful international consequence.

The knots tied by the shameful treaty of Versailles have not
yet been cut. o o ‘

The Anglo-French competitive antagonism becomes more
and more acute. The French bourgeoisie is paying for the pira-
tical occupation of the Ruhr district with the disastrous fall ot
the franc and by financial ruin. The impending election to the
Chamber will draw the balance of the inexorable combat going
on within the various fractions of the French bourgeoisie.

The German bourgeoisie is enjoying an apparent breathing
space. What is happening at the present time may be desig-
nated as the shadow . of an improvement in the international
situation of the German bourgeoisie. But it is nothing more than
a shadow. Now as before, the drawn sword is hanging over
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Germany. It will either become a colony exploited by victorious
imperialism, or it ‘will accomplish the proletarian revolution —
Germany is definitely confronted by these alternatives.

II. The Further Prospects of the German Revolution.

The proletarian revolution in Germany is inevitable. The
error made in the estimation of the speed of events in October
1923 has been the cause of much difficulty to the Party. But this
is none the less a mere episode. The fundamental estimation re-
mains. The revolution is coming.

It is difficult, at the present moment, to state definitely when
the revolution is likely to take place. It is possible, and indeed
highly probable, that the decisive struggle will begin much
sooner than many people expect; it may be that before a year
has passed we shall find ourselves in the midst of the decisive
battle. But the possibility of the slower development of events
is by no means excluded. The Party must at the given moment
be prepared for both possibilities. And where the interests of
our cause depend on the subjective factor, that is, upon the
extent to which the proletarian vanguard is organized, the Party
must so order its ranks that it is ready to plunge into the
decisive struggle at the shortest notice.

The slogan of the fight for the proletarian dictatorship, for
the establishment of Soviet power and the preparation of armed
insurrection for this purpose remains fully and entirely in force.
Persevering and tenacious work for the arming of the workers —
this is the task to which we must now devote our most serious
attention. ‘

We can well comprehend the impassioned energy with
which the German comrades discuss the question as to whether
we should have resorted to arms in October and November 1923,
or whether the retreat' was unavoidable. To revolutionists such
a question is bound to be a burning one. But despité everything
the Party must not look backwards, but forwards. The Party is
not demolished, the Party has retained its fundamental core,
the Party has emerged with closely welded ranks and all
honour from the period of illegality. The Party must now, more
emphatically than ever before, make it clear to the working class
of Germany that the most important of its tasks is: the prepa-
ration for the definite struggle for power, for the proletarian
dictatorship.

III. Winning over the Majority.

The task of winning over the majority of the proletariat,
and of augmenting its ranks by the largest possible number of
sympathizers from the petty bourgeoisie of the towns and the
peasantry, still' remains one of the fundamental tasks of the
Party. We must not under-estimate the first successes gained by
the Fascisti among the workers. These are extremely dangerous
symptoms, and the Party must devote its serious attention to
them. Unless we put the national question in a Bolshevist form,
we shall not win over the man in small circumstances from the
Fascisti. And to dispense .with doing this signifies renouncing
the hope of the hegemony of the revolutionary movement, and
then it is superfluous to speak of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat at all.

There was much that was superfluous in the late campaign
fought around Schlageter. But we cannot permit Nihilism in the
national question.

We have no right to forget, even for a minute, that very-
very considerable strata of the German proletariat are still under
the influence of clericalism. The Party must regroup its ranks,
and so conduct its work as to win the workers for Communism.
This is rendered possible, beyond all doubt, by the pre-revolu-
tionary period. In the coming parliamentary election the Party
is marching forwards with closeély welded ranks, penetrates into
the deepest strata of the masses of the people, and seeks to
further the cause of revolutionary enlightenment of millions and
millions of working people. If the results of the elections are
favourable to our Party, ‘the working class will go forward
with fresh courage, faith will be increased in the powers ot
the Communist Party, and the will to fight in the working
class will be strengthened. )

There can be nothing more dangerous for a revolutionary
party, during a period in which it finds itself becalmed, than the
under-estimation of the tasks bound up with winning over the
majority. This task has not yet been accomplished. Until we have won
over the majority” of the socially decisive strata of the workers we
cannot vanqguish the bourgeoisie. Your Party Conference must con-
sider the whole of its steps and resolutions from the standpoint
of whether these conduce to the furtherance of the aim ot
winning over the majority, or whether they are likely to lead to
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fresh danger of alienating the masses of workers, and of thus
contributing to the conversion of the Party into a sect.

The trade union question must also be approached by us
from this point of view. In the interests of winning over the
majority of the working class it is our duty to maintain unity
in the trade unioms, and to keep in view the fact that the
slightest false step in this direction may cost the Party its
head. In view of the enormous importance of the trade union
question, we devote a special document to its discussion.

IV. Party Work among the non-Proletarian Strata of the

population.

A Party which demands the hegemony of the revolutionary
movement, a Party which aims at the seizure of state power
and the conversion of the bourgeois republic into a Soviet re-
public — such a Party must perform much preparatory work
among the non-proletarian strata of the population. The wor-
king class and its party can only put the idea of the proletarian
dictatorship into actual practice if they prove capable of neu-
tralizing a part of the petty and middle bourgeoisie in town
and country, and in bringing the other part over into their
camp. We may as well candidly admit that up to now our Party

has done extremely little towards winning the sympathy of

the man in a small way of business, the employé, etc. in the
cities, and still less towards winning over those strata of the
peasantry whose class position is such that they can and must
join the working class against the bourgeoisie. The party con-
ference must devote its main attention to this problem.

V. The United Front Tractics and the Transition Slogans.

The most important statements to be made by the E. C. of

the C. I. with reference to this subject have already been given

in the January theses based on the Moscow consulfation. At
the debates held in January beween the E. C. of the C. I. and the
leading representatives of the German left, we defined the united
iront tactics as a method of our agitation, and as a method for
the organization and mobilization of the masses for a long pe-
riod in advance. Have we any reason to depart from this for-
mulation? In our opinion no such: reason exists.

If we are to understand, under united front tactics, such
opportunist errors as were lately committed in Saxony, then
it need not be said that we are opposed to united front tactics
of this description. Happily, the fact that opportunist errors
have occured in this or that country, during the utilisation of
revolutionary parliamentarism, has not yet led anyone to draw

the conclusion that it is unallowable to utilize revolutionary pai-

liamentarism at all, and that the Party should not take part in
the Reichstag elections.

The Comintern will not abandon the continued application
of united front tactics in other parts of the world simply be-
cause this or that great opportunist error has been committed
in Saxony.

It is now perfectly clear that the united front tactics in pai-
ticular have to be exactly adapted, in each separate country,
to the stage of development which has been attained by the
labour movement in the given country. In Germany the stage
arrived at requires us to adopt the tactics of a united front from
below, that is, we can dispense with negotiations with the official
leaders of Social Democracy. The united front tactics from
below must, however, be carried out sincerely and determy-
nedly, down to their last logical consequence. In this question
all fractional diplomacy is unallowable. ,

It is equally imperative to arrive at a clear conclusion with
reference to the question of partial demands and transition slo-
gans. The Russian Bolsheviki fought against the Menshevik:
for ten years on the question of partial demands and transition
slogans. What was the attitude of the Bolsheviki? They never
opposed partial demands and transition slogans. The Bolsheviki
themselves even put partial demands and issued transition slo-
gans. The Bolsheviki did not differ from the Mensheviki in.that
they opposed partial demands and transition slogans, whiist
the Mensheviki supported them. No. the Bolsheviki differed from
the Mensheviki in standing for the preparation for proletarian
revolution, whilst the Mensheviki opposed this. They differed in
the fact that for the Bolsheviki every partial demand and every
transition slogan was bound up with revolutionary agitation
for the preparation of revolution, whilst for the Mensheviki the
partial demands and transition slogans were substituted for re-
volutionary agitation, and opposed to the preparation of revo-
lution.

It need not be said that the German C. P. cannot adopt an
attitude of complete rejection with respect to partial demands
and transition slogans. It need not be said that the German C. P.

_cannot renounce the struggle for the eight hour day. There is no
fundamental difference between partial economic demands and
political transition slogans, so long as we understand how to
issue every tramsition slogan to the masses in its true light as
an organic constituent of revolutionary agitation for the dicta-
torship of the proletariat.

VL Organizatory' Questions.

We are obliged to admit that up to now the German C. P.
has not yet accomplished the task of building up its structure
upon the basis of Communist nuclei in the works and shops
themselves. In questions of organization, and in many other
questions, we are still paying rich tribute to the traditions ot
Social Democracy. .

And yet there can be no thought of creating a really revo-
lutionary proletarian Party, capable of seizing power out of the
hands of the bourgeoisie, until this Party is built up on the
basis of Communist nuclei firmly anchored in‘the factories and
shops themselves. The C. L. is of the opiion that it is high time
for words to be converted into deeds in this matter. The Reich
Party Conference must set a term, a term speedily expiring,
within which the Party has to be reorganized everywhere on
the principles here given. Without this prerequisite — we re-
peat — it is ridiculous to talk about the seizure of power by the
German proletariat. Such a reorganization of the Party is not
a simple organizatory task, nor a question of organizatory tech-
nics, it is a political question of the highest grade. The solu-
tion of this question decides whether the German C. P. is to
be a mere machine for parliamentary elections, like the Social
Democratic Party, or whether it is to be an organization ca-
pable of leading the millions of workers in the factories and
workshops.

It is necessary that the Party Conference resolves upon
the retention and completion of the illegal Party apparatus. We
must not on any. account calculate on the permanency of the
present “legality”. On the contrary, we must be definitely pre-
pared for repeated periods of illegality for the Party. The pre-
sent breathing space should indeed be utilized for the creation
of a really powerful illegal apparatus, one existing not only on
paper, but actually capable of action, and of working efficiently
under any circumstances. Until this is accomplished, it is im-
possible to speak seriously about the further arming of the
workers.

VII. Arming the Workers, the Red Defence Units.

The arming of the workers is still the most important task
before the Party. The preceding period bequeathed us something.
But that which has so far been accomplished is merely a drop
in the ocean. The German workers are striving to gain posses-
sion of arms. The Party must count it amongst its leading du-
ties to satisfy this striving. And this must be done without
unnecessary fuss, properly and efficiently, without stinting forces
and means. '

The Party must unde