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ne Bloody Butchery is over — a worse
is coming.

1914-1924.

Thus spake Lenin:

“The question of imperialist wars, the question of
international policy of financial capital that is ruling the
d at the present time, has become the central point in the
hes of ull countries since 1914 onward. This policy of the
cal groups 1s one that inevitably creates new imperialist
i A calls  forth an unparalleled increase in national
ssion,  depredation, enmity, and suppression of weaker,
r, backward nations by a group of progressive ©  powers
The hfe and death of millions depend on the solution of
Question. The question is—whether in the next imperialist
for which the bourgeois is openly preparing and which
nevitably arise out of capitalism, twenty millions will be
instead of the ten as in the last war, the war of 1914—1918,
hether there will be sixty millions crippled instead of the
milions, In this question our October revolution opened
epoch in international history. The servanls and phrase
s of the bourgeoisie, the mensheviké and social revolu-
S and all the petty bourgeoisie, the so-called “ socialist *
facy of the world derided the slogan onvert the impe-
War into a civil war “, But this slogan happened to be the
tuth, & truth extremely unpleasant, rough, naked and
iLis true, but all the same it was trath shining in the gloom
bile chauy inist pacifist lies. The true character of the Bresl
has been revealed. Every day the true character of the
Urse tiealy which came after—the Versailles Treaty—is
Mg more and more revealed. The formidable truth that
Mot tear ourselves away from the danger of imperialist
iway from the imperialist peace, which will inevitably
Iresh wars, That we cannot leave this hell in any other
by fighting with the bolsheviki for a bolshevik revolu-
' fruth s becoming more clearly defined and more
U irresistible in the minds of the millions that are pon-
"l‘u*‘r the causes of the war of vesterday and the new war
Morrow .
:: the ”“U!'Kgms.ie and pacif_is.ls._ the generals and petty'
. e capitalists and philistines and all the devout
u-‘ and knights of the Second and Second and a Half
u;':ldL madly abuse this revolution'. Let them! 'l_‘heir
e lies and slander cannot obliterate international
- ’f"h when, for the first time in hundreds and thou-
myl:‘dh the slaves have rel_urted to the war between th_e
™ hy openly proclaiming the slogan: Convert this

war among the slave owners for the division of spoils inlo a war
of the workers of all countries against the slave owners.

For the first time in hundreds and thousands ol years
this slogan changed from a vague and feeble desire into a clear,
concise political program: into the actual struggle of the millions
of oppressed under the leadership of the proletariat, into the first
victory of the working class. It is the first victory in the cause
of abolishing wars, in the cause of the proletariat of all nations
against the alliance of the bourgeoisie of different nations, the
bourgeoisie that fights and makes peace at the expense of the
slaves of capital, the wage workers, the peasants and the labou-
ring population.

This first success is not final and it was achieved al the
cost of great difficulties, unheard of suffering, at the codf! of a
series of enormous defeats and mustakes on our part. Of course
it is wmpossible that one backward country could conquer the
imperialist war, waged by the strongest and most progressive
countries of the world. without any mistakes or failures. We are
not afraid to acknowledge our errors. we will consider them
soberly so as to learn how to rectify them. But the faet still re-
mains that, for the first time in hundreds and thousands of
years the promise to “relort™ to the slave-owners war by
a revolution of the slaves against all slave-owners is being
carried through to the fimish in spite of all difficulties.

We have begun this work. Where and when the proletariat
of each nation will bring this work to a conclusion is a question
of no importance. The significant part is the fact that the ice
has been broken, the path cleared and the road indicated.

Messieurs the capitalists, continue your hypocrisy,
“defend your homelands “—the Japanese defend Japap from
America; Americans defend America from the Japanese; French
from the English and the English from the French and so on.
Let the gentlemen of the Second and the Second and a Half
Internationals and all the pacifists and philistines of the world
continue to aveid the problem of fighting imperialist wars by
evolving new " Basle “ manifestoes like the Basle manifesto of
1912. The first bolshevik revelution has freed the first hundred
million people from the impérialist war -and the imperialist
peace. The following revolutions will free all mankind from these
wars and ' peace treaties. " (Extract from Com. Lenin's article
on the Fourth Anniversary of the October Revolution, Collected
Works, Vol. XVII, pp. 866—68 Russian Edition.)
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The Costs of War.

tn round figures 10,000,000 were killed or died of wounds
b Jiseases during' the war while thirty millions were wounded
b crippled. Here is a striking illustration aof the horrors of war
ed to in the above quotation fromm Nitti's book. _

The terrible wars of the great French revolution, 1798
1815 cost humanity one m{llion nine hundred !ives. A}l @he
serous wars in Europe, Asm, Africa and America be_gmmng
p the war of 1793 and ending with the Balkan war in 1913
jted 1 a little over four millions killed, while the imperialist
that lasted only four years resulted in casualties two and
of hmes as great.

The enormous sweep of the imperialist war is still more
ceable If we compare its cost with the cost of previous wars.
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One can hardly estimate the devastation caused by the
rialist war. Every gun shot cost enormous money. Nearly
pillion men were under arms during the war. One can imagine
loss caused by withdrawing such an enormous number of
e from productive labour.
intente Countries first placed their demands
e Germany they calculated that the destruction caused by
country alone amounted to three hundred and seventy five
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Words and Reality.
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The Causes of the War of 1914.

to find the cause of the imperialist war

: ‘ery workman and labourer can rly
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“The French and Brush reiterated that t?}«~l\' \‘\I:I;‘..I:‘
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to an extent unparalleled in the history of war. )

The Italian ex-premier Nitti, one of th«.mn
politicians of the Italian bourgemsle, expressed h
war of 1914-1918 in the following terms:
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Sl fost o ble under capitalism.
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The League of Nations has an impressive programme, in
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the tasks of the League:

the

Thus the founders define

with

juestion,

guaranteeing international cooperation, peace and securily,

by the adoption of pledges not to commence war,

by the signing, of open, just and conscientious covenants
among nations,

by establishing solid foundations of internatiopal law as
maxims for the conduct of governments in their mutual relations,
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i i fraud. Nobody speaks
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: Here is a short table of the military budgets
’ Military budget

1913/14

1924

150,600.000 Pounds Sterl.
1.453,162.000 gold francs

6562,516.000 dollars

390,000.000 gold yen

.000 gold francs
France . . .916,7560
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“The Last War.*
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Mechanisation of the Army.
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The Mechanisation of Infantry.

Every section of the army has taken lessons from the

,  war. On the basis of this experience
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Artillery.
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14 inch gun with a range of 85 kilometers is already beir

dected 1n the Amgncan army, .

y have even attained a range of 50 ki

jled super-long range cannon will increase this
ral tmes. All the equipment in recent Amerioan projects
heavy. The experience of the war, with the develo

plor transportation and tanks has resulted in the a
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makes it possible to c
wl transport is difficult or impossible to obtain.

Aviation.

The war of 1914-18 develo
jructive capacities of all previ
But further than that it
ns formerly unused, or used only to a lis

aviation, chemicals, {anks,

Let us begin with aviation.

At the beginning of the imperialist war air-craft were re
ded mevely as subsidiary w
hose of land and sea.

But in the course of the war,

ands of the situation, mose and more functions were given
viation. The types of aeroplane for the execution of various
s were thus gradually differentiated and each type
pled 1o its particular task. Thus the light scouting plane, the
bing plane, the destroyer appeared. During the war aero-
es were built at a mad rate of speed. In 1914 France built
aeroplanes in its own factories in 1914, and 82,000 in 1918,

Alter the war there was naturally a considerable decrease
e building of air-craft. But the work is going on as feverishly
pefore 1n the sphere of perfecting the different types of aero-
e and the adaptation of each of these types to its special
ury task. At the present time the air-craft are armed to the
ot of eight machine guns. The latest speed record is 507 kilo-
s, and the height of ascent, 5,635 meters.

Chemicals.

Just as aviation was introduced for the first time as means .
arfare in the inrperialist war, so were chemical means of
applied for the first time. And as every new and effec-
means of destruction, the use of chemical methods became
widespread in the course of a short period. Scientific
Ugators  have discovered 45 poisonous combinations which
be used in war and the effects of these gases are of the
diverse nature. There are tear-producing gases, gases which
)y the breathing passages, gases which produce sores,
WIE gases,'etc. The gases also differ in the duration of
dlecl—some of them will disappear from the constitution
l_h_url lime, others are mortal. The gases differ in their own
lity. Some of them disintegrate. in {wo or three hours,
many days. On all these points the
dffer from each other in their injurious properties. And
entists of the bourgeois world are intensifying their work
fect in every respect.
“king of the gases “ has been
U gas, or “iprit“, a lingering, odorless gas, which burns
ly, destroys the sight, and is distinguished by its enduring
- But it would be naive to suppose that this is the  last
I war chemicals. The scientists of the imperialists are
ly tarrying on investigations, and the results of their
¢ haturally kept secret. There is no doubt that many new
' are already prepared for the next war in the sphere
themicals. To this end many laboratories are working—
them  (he Edgewood Chemical arsenal in the United
¢ central military laboratory of the richest and most
tally advanced country in the world.

Tanks.
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g through young woods (from 8 to 10

A . vears) stone walls up to
40 centimeters in height

, river !_ords not deeper than 70 centi-
meters—none of these represent obstacles to the tank. Adding

to this the arming of the tanks with machine guns or light
ordnance, their military importance is obvious. The tank fully
proved their effectiveness in the last war, and now all the large
argues are increasing their tank sections, and working constantly
on the improvement and perfection of the various types of tanks,

In order to make clear the present mechanization of the
army it is sufficient to point ont that in war time, according to
the plan, France must have 200,000 machine guns, 40,000
ordnance pieces, 12,000 tanks and 60,000 aeroplanes.

is

Naval Armament,

Together with the growth of land-and aerial armament(s
! naval ship-building is going ahead with feverish energy. One
must bear in mind that the two main opponents in the coming
war, Japan and America, cannot come into confict with each
other anywhere else but on the sea, or when one has already
secured control of the seas. It is sulficient to glance at the
present naval power of Japan and America to visualise the
tnormous  extent of their armaments. According to American

statistics their forces are expressed by the following figures:

United States Japan
Battleships 29 11
Battle cruisers ... B 12
Light cruisers . 18 42
Destroyers . 330 147
Submarines . 166 100

The work of strengthening their fleets is going on
persistently and continuously, The United ' States are devoling
wl their energy to enlarging their flotilla of light cruisers as
their number is much less than those of the Japanese. They are
paying great attention to forming a strong naval aircraft force
and are devoting considerable sums to building new naval bases,
The question of bases for the navy is one of enormous
importance in the future naval warfare. The most trustworthy
base of the American fleet in the Hawaiian islands is five
thousand sea miles away from the probable region of naval
operations, while battleships and cruisers with a maximum
supply of oil fuel have a radius of action of only three thousand
miles,

Japan 1s energetically building her navy. According to
her programme eight new cruisers, eleven mine layers and thirty
submarines have to be completed by 1927.

Here is an interesting detail:
the catastrophical earthquake some
proposed to limit the number of ships and use the money saved
on® this for the purpose of aiding the sufferers. These porposals
were peremptorily rejected.

Intensive naval construction
imperialist countries. England, which
position as a first rate naval power by
ment 1s improving her tanks, ships and
France is unable to keep up to Engl
vessels, and s specialising

after Japan was visited by
members of the government

IS going on in other

was removed from its
the Washington agree-

naval aircraft forces.
and and American large
in the construction of submarines,

The New War will be much more destructive
than the War of 1914,

The facts given above give a very weak representation of
the present state of military science. At the same time it is

difficult to outline the intensive continuous work that is carried

on in the laboratories and general staffs to counteract and nullify
the techical achievements of their enemies and invent such
weapons against which their opponents would be powerless,
Imperialism is showing amazing responsiveness in the field of
military science. The competition between the imperialist states
seems like some devilish game, and includes all branches of

military work, beginning with the armament of a dreadnought
and eénding with a record carrying capacilty of an aeroplane-
bomber or a record speed of some aeri

al destroyer. The tank is
invented against rifle and machine gun fire and immediately
the attention of military ' experts is directed o inventing an .,
armour piercing bullet of greater force. As soon as aeroplanes
had shown their great value in military operations we see that'
intensive work is carried on to develop and improve anti-
aircraft artillery and to find some m

eans of stopping the motor k
from a distance. Before these rays had been found by the

.




e

~ International Press Correspondence

\

Koglishman - Mathews, the French directed their attention to

inventing a motor that would not be affected by them.

Before the great war that is inevitable under the rule of
capitalism, there will be (and are) numerous conflicts, large und
small, round questions connected with strategical considerations
for future offensives. The question of naval bases in the Pacific
Ocean, the question of re-dividing the French spheres of influenee
in the north west of Africa—near the Gibraltar Straits—the
question of being able to extend one's influence on small
countries whose borders or territories are of strategical im-.
portance—all these questions are nothing else than the constant
revelation of colossal military designs, they reiterale every day
that wars are inevitable under capitalism.

The horrible picture of the future war becomes more
distinct than in the previous war if we watch the concentration
of sll the forces of . the nation, universal mobilisation for the
front and army service work; destructive infantry fire; the thick
columns of tanks, the hellish work of superdong distance guns
extend the sphere of immediate bombardment many miles into
the heart of the country; thousands of aeroplanes bomb the
population of industrial centres even those that are hundreds of
miles away from the front, the frightful work of poisonous gases
: that the chemical factories are producing in enormous quan-
P lities ... And above all this there is the great naval war that
5 will be carried on simultaneously in the air, on the surface and
under the surface of the seas. The capitalist science of destruc-
lion is progressing; it will become still further developed before
the war breaks out, although it is impossible to say as yet when
it will break out; and it will certainly receive a great impetus
during the war, if it does break out.

Military authorities accurately foretold a year and a half
would commence in the

before it actually began that the war
spring of 1914 They based their estimate on investigation of the
. naval and army forces existing at that time. At the present time

no such definite indications of the beginning of the next
is furiously preparing
future 1s clearly

we have
. war, but the fact that
] for it and that it will commence 1
" pvident to all of us.

Not long ago colonel Fabre, chairman of the military com-
i mission of the French Chamber of Deputies stated on the 18th of
g March 1924: .“ The fighters of 1914 thought that the war in which
they participated, a war so full of horrors and trials will be the
last. However, those of them who have surviyed clearly see that
; this was only a phantasy. " We have before us a war of ex-
bl {ermination, a war where all the means and methods of destruc-
p# tion will be brought to their highest stage of perfection, while
brutality and ravages will exceed those of the previous war.-

the whole world
the near

The Social Traitors at their Posts. .

What do the social patriots, they who called upon the
proletariat " to fight n the “last* war to end all wars, they
who promised that international problems after the war would
not be solved by machine guns or any other weapons of ex-
termination yes! what do they say now? Did they attack
e their bourgeoisie, the bourgeoisie that has disgraced them and
i © exposed them as vile liars before all the working class. If the
social patriots see that their hopes have been deceived, that wai
exists and will exist as long as capital lives, perhaps they will
call the workers to the last, decisive fight against imperialism.
There is nothing more logical and simpler than to explain and
say to the proletariat
. “ Imperialism 1s preparing a new holocaust after all the
¥ . horrors, all the deaths and mutilations and diseases after all
i AN the difficult victories of the imperialist war. Do not permit this

slaughter! Instead of awaiing your death in gas-poisoned

trenches under artillery and aircraft bombardment or in the

depths of the Pacilic Ocean arise against imperialism! Fight

courageously and if you bear even an insignificant portion of
& the casualties that the imperialists will demand of you in the
near future, you will be victorious ... Only in this way can you
really destroy the prospect of new war and bloodshed linder
capitalism. ©

This is what those who regard themselves leaders of the
¢ . working class, men who assert that they are devoted to the
interests of the working class, should have said.
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But, they da not say this. They go hand in hand y
{heir bourgeoisie just as in the imperialist war. They qig
the attention of the workers from the looming menace: (ha
delude the masses with empty phrases; they are not the ..,'N
but the most important allies “of the imperialists in preparingl
a new war unheard of for ils bloodshed and.destruction >

After the holocaust of 1914-1918 the problem of mabilig
dispatching the workers to war acquired great illl[nnl.ul(‘en
the bourgeoisie. They would have been powerless to master
problem had they not had the support of the socialis 1”"
and the leaders of the Second International.

The working class must tear away the mask of [riendg
from these base betrayers of the proletarial. We must |ook
truth in the face without flinching, we must look at thing
they are in reality.

We must learn to consider things as Lenin the yreal ley
of the international revolution considered them. In the y
heut of the slaughter, on the 1st of September 1914, he \\n.{.p

Lenin Indicates the Path. '

“ War is not accidental, it is not a “sin " ax christ
parsons think (they sermonise on pytriuhsm, humanity and peyd
just as well as the opportunists), war is an inevitable step
capitalism, it is just as legitimate a form of capitalist lfe
peace. The war of our days is a*people’s war. From this it do
not follow that we have to drift along the “ popular ™ current
chauvinism, but that in times of war the class contradiet
that rend the people apart will exist and will manifest the
selves militantly in the war. Refusal of military service, anti-
strikes, etc. are simply foolishness, they are miserable, cowan
dreams of an unarmed war against an armed bourgeoisie,
are visions of destroying capitalism peacefully without civil o
or wars. It is the duty of every socialisl to propagate the
war during the war as well as in times of peace: all work dired
towards converting national war into civil war s the
socialist work in the epoch of armed imperialist conflict helwy
the bourgeoisie of all countries. Away with the christian sen
mental, ridiculous sighs for peace at all costs! Raise the ba
of civil war! Imperialism has placed European civilisation
stake. 1f a series of revolutions do not take place after this
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other wars will follow very soon. The tale of the “ last™ wat h i

a dangerous empty tale, it is petty-bourgeois “ mythology " 1 iy v consis !

proletarian banner of civil war will gather round itsell not ¢ _“‘ ‘9 "’ best case, Qt:d“ lmpd_ ".,.A“‘"

hundreds of thousands of class conscious workers, but mil {1 ? r and farther onthl;'bw;nmm' ‘:; t js

of semi-proletarians and petty-bourgeois who, at the present i H‘”H confronted the Mﬂot‘l’t;mw%& o dor 5
N iternational, yﬁbm ‘

are drugged by chauvinism, and whom the war will not o

» be con -

not frighten and subdue but will educate, teach to arouse, @
nise, harden and prepare the fight against “ their cown " b
geoisie and the bourgeoisie of “ foreign © countries. o ) i : { ' .‘:'mﬂu‘rogg ”.'ﬁ:*
. . » 'must mak ! X S{ demang
Under the Banner of the Third Internation show_ that g° entire International “;g'u gress maust -
e Russian Communist Party, - d In its support

Workers of all coupntries! The “millions of dead w among ‘we }ri v
must be prepased f ~
or a'great and difffcult”

lm&ws strewed the face of Europe, the countless disabled E s e glnd efor
orphans who fill the towns, are drawn from your ranks ‘Social €, we must protest
* emphati agai .
Listen to Lenin's words Mm of which we heard here mc&ueymgc%?;ﬁ .y‘;uu‘.«. ¢
_ “Only civil  war, only courageous, decisive offe & their for such NNII;“ID. "lvh».lqu"h us: there ‘.L.. 4
against the domination of imperialism ean save you from ys. Com- tend with, but we ¢ shall have great difficulties to cc
blind alley of inevitable extermination of all the cultural act united and - are bound can meet these difficulties courageo
ment of mankind. ” " parts us clear and _overcome them if the .
Turn away from the deceivers and traitors of the § Democratic \ of our w“ will wo
International—that criminal international organmisation that for a revo- w‘ t we are not - appealin é Bave
tions ‘MG ause). : g ;

workers

fills the edmmissions of the bourgeoisie to drug the
all the proletariat.

Follow in the steps of Lenin; follow
Third International, the world-wide proletarian organisation, §
devoted, fearless [ight against the imperialist rule
. The history of Soviet Russia has shown that tus 8
only way; that only by resolutely breaking with the bourg
by becoming imbued with the decision to win and arm 10
fight, can we leave the vicious circle of imperialism and
tarism. ‘

the banner 0

Go fearlessly and resolutely along this path and v
will be yours. Workers of the world! Unite under the b&E
the Third International in the resolute and determinédy

against imperialism and the oppression it creates!
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