Editorial Offices and Central Despatching Department: Berggasse 31, Vienna IX
all remittances should be sent by registered mail: Postamt 66, Schliesstach 213. Vienna IX.
; Telegraphic Address: Inprecorr, Vienna.

— Postal Address, to which

latroduction.

The intermational economic and political situation opens up
pefore the international proletariat the prospect of class struggles
pl enormous  extent, long duration, and growing acuteness. The

of these struggles is the con?uest of state power by the
proletaniat,”and the establishment of the proletarian dictatorship.
be proletariat must throw itself into these struggles armed with
he highest degree of energy, determimation, and will to sel-

fice. The guarantee for the victory of the international prole-
at 1s the formation of the united front from below, and the
liance with the broad masses of the impoverished and prole-
sed working people in town and country

Proletarian united front and extension of the fighting line are
by possible when the women — the proletarian women, the
omen of the working peasantry and petty bourgeoisie - take
1 with equal activity, determination, and devotedness, in all
struggles of the proletariat. The coumter-revolutionists have
since  recogni the great importance of gauung the co-
Paration of the women for these struggles. Social ats
W other reformists, Fascisti and bourgeois parties of ev

'Pion, are all exerting their utmost endeavors to exploit
Omen for their own political purpose. In view of this fact, it
urgently incumbert on the Communist Parties to save the

0 0l the masses from contact with these coumter-revelution-
mfluences, and fo win them over for the fight for communism.

The international situation lends special importance to the
enng of the women of the Near and Far East to the
LSty of participating in the international class war. ln the
* the oppressed and plundered les are Jpeginging to rise
Ut their tormentors, and fo m for their national inde-
Soence and against domimation and exploitation of every kind.
same tume the women of the East are emerging from the
-8 of their thousands of years of enslavement, and are
1% equal rights as recognition of the fact that they are
U human beings, The participation of the women of the
0 the stn:ﬁ:. against inrperialism is bringing over to

i

Theses and Decisions
of the Iil. International Conference of

Women Communists in Moscow. 1
The Work of the Communist Parties among Working Women.

the side of revolution a fresh influx of the millions who have
hitherto been fettered by the conditions of social life, traditionsy
customs, and religious prejudices. v

After the proletariat has conquered and secured state power &
in the form ol Soviets, it is still confronted by a mighty task. | &
It has to transform the whole social structure imo a commnunist 7%
structure, not only the economic foundation, but the whole ideo-
logical superstructure as well. There is no sphere of social {ife
¢ which this can be done without the understanding and self-
sacrificing co-operation of the broadest masses of women. In the
Soviet republics it is an imperative necessity that the mass
millions of working women should be brought to take part in
the constructive work of the proletariat, and that their capability
and efficiency for this wark should be increased.

The international situation imposes upon the whole Inter-
national the necessity of carrying on work much more energeti-
cally and syslematical‘l:’y among the women of the proletariat, the
Boorer peasantry, and the petty bourgeoisie. The Communist

arties must convert the women into conscious and active co-

workers in every fighting action undertaken by the revolutionary

proletariat. Historical experience has demonstrated that women,

though backward in general, know very well how to fight both

courageously and devotedly, when once lhe{ have grasped the

greatness of the revolutionary idea. The revolution in Russia, the:
struggles in Bulgaria and Germany, have confirmed this.

The V. World Congress therefore reminds all national secs:
tions of the Communist International of the decisions of previous
Congresses regarding communist work among women. It .
cially emphagises the import of these decisions: the a
o(ichrol ian, wi revolption by the awakeni
sation, and of the b of women. The
gress lays special stress upon impressifg on all communists that

¥

communist work among women is by no means a task of
800! importance, but forms on the contrary a most i
tant. aod? , decigive ‘of the main tasks of the Comm

Parties, one of the
success of the st
tariat. The V. Wo!

ag faciors fowards the organisation and
and victory of the revolutionary pre
.Congress reminds the Communist P

*



' 2 in the colonial and semi-colomal countries;

‘

| industrial and agricultural workers alike.

‘ be taken up

| geois bias among female employées in

" gheir true position as exploited.

| ::r wihen jnillions and millions of working women
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of Lenin’s words: “The proletarian revolution can only be vic-
take part

e struggle.”
IL
Tasks.

d , -

) T_'Hs task sef the Commumist Parties of all countries, of
winning over the working women, may be divided into three
sections :

I Work amongst the women of the capitalist countries;
t 3. in the Soviet
ics.

L In view of the necessity of adapting the whole organ-
sation of the Communist Parties to the lactory nucleus system,
the V. World Congress expressly emphasises that communist
work among {he masses of women in the industrial centres is to

- " u o £ m . m . I
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egling all traces of thé delusion that working women
pe to be freed from their wretched situation witlf” the
elp of democracy, or the midst of a bourgeois society. The
fundamental political education to class consciousness among the
workipg women must be carried on hand in hand with a practical

o
may

! mning and organisation for active participation in all the €0oNnoMmic

struggles of the proletanat. Our work must also
incdlude the women who have no profession, and bring them
into close connection with those working in shops and factories.

The Work of enlightening women pohtically, and of inducing
Mtojointhemnksofmeeaxmic“d i) ighting front
‘of their class, must also be carried on in the trade unions, auNONg
v . 8 o A " The trade union
orgagisation itical mobilisation of domestic sérvants and
employées, and omnt workers, i another~point which must
by no means be ected.

Work amongst the working :
immediately and energetically;
countries. Starting point and fulcrum for agitation among working

. and for their organisation, may be manly found

jcultural labourers, peasant women without

roperty, w ! , domestic servants, working women from

country, etc. Here work must be carried on in closest colla-

boration with the ative movament. This last is also to be

fully utilised for the furtherance of communist aims among the
proletarian and petty bourgeois house-wives.

The Communist Parties must endeavor to destroy the bour-
factories, offices, and
women teachers, among

administration departments, among
and telegraph offices, etc.,

fermale clerks in post-offices, telephone
and to open the eyes of these bondswomen

In view of the violence and duration of the post-war struggle,
it is of the utmost importance to win Over and orgamse the
working women for active participation in the revolutionary
struggles of the working class. The englightenment and mobili-
sation of the working women must attain the object of uniti
them firmly with the workers in the shops and factories in which
their husbands and brothers are employed

The task thus imposed on the Communist Parties also
‘demands a greater representation of communists in the temants’
associations and similar organisations, as great masses of pro-
letariat and petty bourgeois women are members of these.

The revolutionary utilisation of parhamentarsm should be
extended in every e by the insight, watchfulness, and acti-
vity of the broad masses of women. These must support the
action of the Communist fraction by laying demands befare the

lling the parhaments, and by demon-

, must aid in the exposure
of all parliaments, and of all
ial attention must be devo-
councils, for here the danger
ing off the political rails ::m;sged-dly great, and the
here dealt with touch the 1 iate interests of women.

The given situation renders it imperafive for the Comynunist
Parties to undertake t:le training of ?!‘fzt - i %
@uring the period of legality, so these may .prepar
M?ainad for active co-operation during a period of illegality.

is also further imperative that they are allowed to pa(;bapde

in the work being done towards the destruction
wations of every description, towards the political defeat of

the Sﬁsgm is o
y im agranan

of big capital to
®

Fascism, and

workers. t
2. Work in the Near and Far Last involves special
ven by the stage of historical development of fhese counne
fere the main sir !éni dﬂ\ecled‘ against tragditions, cus,
and religious rules, hese courrries reqgire spggial methods of
work’ and organisation, if the communist teacChiings are to p,
propagated among fhe working women, and”.women figh
won for the revolution. =
3. In the Soyiet republics nghest" importance s
attached to mobilising  the lions of working “l)xlll“(!)l:
support of the proletarian state power, for the establishmen
soclal economm for compretiending co-operation 10 ey
sphere and in all organs of stite and social life, and Iorz

social education of the coming generation.

towards the crushing of Fascism by

rmeg

1L
Organisatios.

The V. World Congress expressly emphasisés’that commung
work an the masses of working women is a task 1ncumben
on the whole of the party. In theufmure it should be bound u
more closely with general Party work. Every action and cam
paign undertaken by Party workers should take into considen-
tion, from the very beginning, the special measures to oe ke
for mobilising the working women. In order to extend the
political aspect of communist work amongst women, the women
n to take part n the
he Party. The formation of spead
the united, systematic, and energet¢
and the constant
it duties 1 ths

comrades should invariably be called u
genera]  political work of

organs for

action of the Party among working women,
reminding of the collective orgamisation of
regard. -

The V. World Congress lays on every communist Party the
obligation of inunediately carrying out the ing measures:

1 Where the Party orgami€ation®is being’ altered 1o e
factory nucleus system, a man or woman comrade 1s 10 be
immediately appointed in every factory nucleus, and COMNISSI-
ned with’ the mobilisation and organisation’ the working
women; the same applies to every trade union fraction.

In all the organisations in which the Communist’ Parte
carry on work among the masses of the women: Labour Party,
co-operative societies, parents’ councils, tenants’ associations,
war widows' associations, etc., a man or woman comrade #
to be made responsible for the work.

2 The leaders of every Communist Party must provide fof
women’s pages Or women'’s supr‘l!anem.q in the general pres
or place a definite space regu ly at the disposal of div
cussions on questions dealing with women’s interests. If n
way possible, & cial organ should be published for w
amongst women. Endeavours should be made to orgams 0
turther the publication of special periodicals for workin K
All Party organs serving the theoretical and practical trainify
of members should devote the necessary coasideration 0 &
revolutionary training of the women comrades.

The Party centres have to provide for the necessary
penditure entailed by the provision of good agitation
propaganda literature, pamphlets, leaflets, posters, etc., for 1
birtherance of the development, organisation, and  schooli®§
of the broad masses of women.

3. Every leading Party corporation, from the local g%
centre to the Party centre, 18 to appoint a member entrusted Wit
the responsibility of conducting commuirist work among =
working woimen.

4. This member 18 10
special committee.

Every national Party centre should have 1ts women’s S
\ariat., This secretariat must employ at least one worker (uan o
woman comrade) with a fixed appointment to work fof

secretariat. thhtd jor |
5. A special working department must be esta. alis
Eastern countries, forming an integral political and orlaﬂ.
constituent of the secretariat for the Orient and the -
countries, and having a leader belonging 10 the lnter!
Women’s Secretariat. N .
At the present time the carrying out of the ove [
is of the greatat importance, for the Communist Par*“?;;;“
faced with the task of recomstructing the Party orga™

be aided in his or her work by
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the factory nucleus system, of allotting trade union work its
suitable g?hem of activity in Party work, and of transforming
millions of working women, employées, and women earners, from
patiem slaves of capital into determined fighters against capitalist
economics and the bourgeois class state.

(ommunist Work among the Working Women of the Capitalist

Countries of the West

l. Work in the Sections.

I. The IIL International Conference of women communists
recognises the progress made by numerous parties in their
own countries since the 11. Conference, which consists i the
following: '

1) Organisation: in Holland and Norway the remaimng
separate organisations of communist women were successfully

dqmdated; in almost every section in Europe, except in Canada

and Argentine, argans were established for work amon working
women, national secretariats were formed in four ﬁ:rge and
important parties: France, Poland, England, and Norway; in
Czecho Slovakia a German section was formed in the women’s
secretarial; communist women’s newspapers have been brought
out w Frange, Italy, Austria, Switzerland and Poland, and in
other countries women's pages art published regularly in the
daily press.

b) Politics: succesful attempts have been made, in several
countries, to induce broader masses of the working women to
take their place in the ranks of working class action, and to
devote their powers systematically to helping forward the
struggle, special instances of this have been the control com-
mittee movement in Germany, the October struggles, the strikes
and lock-outs in the Ruhr basin, Ludwigshafen, and Upper
Silesia in the year 1924;

¢) Internal party organisation; a body of women functio-
naries has been formed which, though small, is performing
valuable work for the Party, and has above all done excellent
service in illegal work.

2. The Conference must however state plainly that work is
still very defective everywhere, ag is evident in particular by
the following phenomena-:.

a) ldeology; many uncommunist (bourgeois, refornmst,
opportunist) views and tendencies hold sway in the question of
“double exigtence”, of the participation by working women in
the proletarian defence units, their co-operation in illegal work
(Germany), feminist currents from France in particilar, neo-
Malthusian currents in the question of birth control and arti-
ficial abortion in Scandinavia, opportunist side-tracking in the
question of the united front (Switzerland, Czecho Slovakia).

b) Organisation: the Party has not been succesful any-
Where in gaining an adequate proportion of women members.

proportion seldom amounts to 20% of the tatal number
of members; in Germany it is 12% to 13%, in France 2%.
Even the few women members actually in the Party seldom take
i active part. Besides this, in many cases there has been an
unhealty separation of the work done by the women comrades,
“ho have specialised on winning over the masses of the women.
from the general work of the Party.

¢) Politics: here work among the women has not always

sufficiently clearly aorientated, that is, it has not been
“quately adapted to the general situation, or accomodated to
the actua) tasks of the Party and the proletariat. Besides this,
main work of the Party has been devoted (with a few
eptions: Pojand, Bulgaria, Baltic border states) to the house-
Ves, and not to the decisive strata of the female riat, the
o working in the shops and factories, and in the trade
Mions,

3. The Conference therefore sets the Communist Parties of

‘;esltdand East the following taskst:h —_— : A

1) ldeological enlightenment on the importance of wor
08 Women for the cElI‘me of the revolution is to be furthered
oo, ¢ parties by the placing of all questions relating to
en’s interests, ,wether questions of principles, politics

=8, or organisation, on the agenda of the general Party
~ungs and in’' the al Party press.
_ Y In arder to umb close contact between work

yomen and general Party work, all women comrades should

e first place be called upon to participate fully in general

and the Activity of the I. W. .

The Comunumist International calls upon all its Sections )
perform their whole duty in this regard, E)or the Comintern
recognises that the conscious and active participation of w

women is a necessary pre-requisite for the establishment of the
proletarian dictatorship and the communist state of society. 4

e
5

it

‘

o
"

Party work, and at the same time the men comrades and le
organs should be called upon to lend practical aid in the tas
of working among the masses of the women.

¢) The re-organisation of the Parties oi the factory cefl
System must be energetically utilised by the Parties, with the]
co-operation of the women comrades, for the p se of laying
the foundation and organising the forces required for winning "
over the women in the shops and factories. &

Il .The Work of the IWS.

k. The Conference approves the work of the IWS, which
has successfullr aided the Sections in their constructive work,
under most unfavourable circomstances, by means of information,
exchange of material, consultation, stimulation, criticism, and
practical action. The IWS is to be especially congratulated upon
having conducted the International Women's Day, in the years
1022, 1023 and 1924, on a larger scale, on a politically uni,
formed basis and in more numerous sections, than has ever
before been the case.

2. The Conference emphasises, however, that the work
hitherto done must be regarded as preparation only for -the
greater tasks to be performed in the near future. It is jof
special importance that the IWS should support and lead the
action of the sections much more systematic ly and energetically
than it has hitherto done, and should strive for international
alliance for the actions and stru gles participated in by the
working women of the West and tﬁe East.

For this purpose the |WS must:

a) organise a comprehensive, thorough, and regular system |
of reporting from the sections to the IWS; N

b) collect and sift systematically the whale of the material .
coming in from the various sections with reference to important ¢
questions, and render this material accessible to the sections
for their information and stimulation; T

) insure personal communication with the Parties in their &
country, through the agency of representatives, on all impor- 8
tant occasions (campaigns, conferences), in order to be able .
to participate actively in the work; i,

d) arrange for regular half yearly conferences of the inter- i
national women correspondents (or of the women leaders of s
the national secretariats or committees);

e) create a regularly published international press organ, |
dealing not only with theoretical questions, but also with the: |
practical problems of communist work among women. e

3. The Conference welcomes the return of the IWS fo.
Moscow, the headquarters of the Executive of the Comintern.
It expects from this a furtherance of close co-operation among
the masses of the women, nationally and internationally, in
general Party work. It commissions the IWS to discuss e
organise its future work in still closer co-operation with the =
Executive of the Comintern, its members from the various .
sections, the Profintern, the co-operative Section, the Inter:
national Peasants’ Council, and the Communist Youth. ;

8
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Work among the Women of the U. S. S. R.

1. The Conference is able to state that the RCP.
undoubtedly been eminently successful in awakening the b
masses of working women, ts, and women earners
every kind, in the Union of iet Republics. It has also g
success to record in the effort to bring women into. thie CPF
induce them to take active part in the trade unions, in the
of . ecomomic constructiop, and in the activity of the varig
Soviet organs and Soviet. organisations.

2. The Conference emphasises that the cultural and poli cal
level of the wo class has been undoubtedly raiged by~ the
establishment and t of economics under the Unign
of SSR. This found s, | expression in the Lesin 8t
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straight from the

200.000
shops and factories, entered the ranks of the RCP.

3. The general improvement in the economic situation, in
town and country alike, opens out to the RCP. wide possibilities
of furtherance of social organisations for the common benefit
(créches, common dining halls, etc.). This possibility s being
systematically utilised by the organs of the state, trade unions,

when working men and woinen,

sand co-operatives.

4. The coaference is able to state'that the RCP. devotes
eat attention to the communist education -of the women of
e working class and peasantry. It systematically organises

delegates’ meetings, and sends speakers to these. lt meets the
w of the present moment by establishing schools for political
‘education, where the working women can study the principles
of Leninism; it provides for the participation of women workers
and peasants in practical work as well.

5. The Conference is able to state that the women workers
and peasants co-operate in the execution of all measures put
into practice by the RCP. and the Soviet power for the firmer
establishment of the alliance between the working class and
the peasantry.

6. The Soviet power stands
tending to the furtherance of social
economics, right, and ethics, and offerin
and in deed to the backward peoples ar
women of the Eeast.

7. In view of the fact that the forms and methods employed
by the RCP. for work among the masses have proved so
eminently sucessful, not only among the working women, but
also among the peasant women and among the working people
of the East, the Conference emphasises its satisfaction at the
fruitfulness and adaptability of these methods.

8. The Conference especially emphasises the fact that the
(proletariat and the peasantry are following Lemins’ teachings
“with unshakeable steadfastness, and are contiuing on the path
leading to the firmer establishment of the Union of Socialist
.Soviet Republics. .

decisively for all measures
relations 1n respect to
emancipation in truth
the masses of working

Work amogg the Woman of the East.

The peoples of the Far, Near, and Central East, oppressed
“and exploited by the imperialist states, have begun the struggle
for their national independence.

Forms and Methods for the Work of Communist Parties among
Working Women.

(Resolution on the Adressas held by Comrades Kanatschikov and Mojrova.)

1. Organisation is the tool with whose aid the working class
will emancipate iself

2. The ruling classes are fully able to estmate the force and
power of orgamsation. It is precisely for ts reason that they
secure their class orgamsations, which afford them the possi-
bility, despite their being in the munorty numernically, of retar-
ning the state machinery in their hands, and ruling over the
great masses ol the workers.

3. The experience gained in all former revolutions in Western
Europe, and especially in Russia, has taught the working class
.that organisation is the wistrument of their emancipation, enabling
them to set up a dictatoiship over their exploiters

4. The experience of the revolutionary struggle of the
working class shows the mightiest form of orgamsation to be
the centralised organisation, closely bound up with the broad
working masses, and having its basis in production, that is, n
the workshops and factories.

“Every workshop must be our fortress” said comrade Lenin,
a8 he began to build up the structure of the Communist Party.

5. A properly systemised centralised organisation is an
“irresistible instrument in the hands of the proletariat. If the
leading centre is to work well, the whole of the organisations
must developed as specialised working organs, eac attaining
the highest degree of perfection in its own department. In order
that the centre may be enabled to really direct the manv-sided
activity of the various orgamisations, it must be accurately informed
a8 to who is taking part in the work, what work is being
“done, and how it is being done, so that any disagreements or
dissensions may be settled.

—

The national revolutionary movement goes hand in hand yjy
insurrection against every description of slavery and exploitaigy
The effects of the Russian revolution have penetrated i
these countries, and the advance of capitalism has called {org
a werful women’s movement, whicﬂ seeks to combat f,
enslavement and oppression of the female sex prevalent fhe,
for centuries, and to gain for women full equal righy
economics, in the state, .and in: the damily, -and “full iegisla,
recognition @3 et\ual human being .As a rple this womey,
movement is closely bound ﬁ with the general national emyye,
pation movement. The awakening and revolutionising of 1,
women of the Orient baar witness of a mighty store of reservg
energy, which will now be further intensified by the approachig
wave of world revolution. We, as communists, must utilise thy
movement for the formation of an antiimperialist united fron

In many countries, in Turkey for instance, the bourgeojs
revolution has already made great progress. Here a firm)
established mational governmental power has been formed, and
the national bourgeoisie does not make common cause with the
broad working masses, fearing that these may threaten theyr
rule. Under such circumstances our work in the East must b
carried on on fundamentally different lines. Neither the national
emancipation movement nor the women’s emancipation movement
is a fetish for us.

Still, the Communist Party must support movements of this
kind so long as revolutionary elements are taking -part in them.
But we must make the Bourgeois class character of these
movements clear to the working masses, show plainly how
narrow are their limitations. e must demonstrate to the
masses that the moment is inevitably bound to come when 1
national or women’s movement loses its revolutionary character,

The following rules may be laid down for the work of the
Communist parties among the women of the East:

1. Anv support given by communists to local, national. or
women's rights movements, or other petty bourgeois movements,
demands the exercise of the utmost precaution and elasticity

2. The communist women’s movement must gradually
separate from the purely “women’s” movements.

3. The next demands in favour of women, and the methods
of work adopted to enable these demands to be met. must be
adapted to the historically given conditions, and must fuly
harmonise with the programme and tactics of the Communist
Party of each separate country.

— . - .
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6. The factory nuclei, the communist fractions. the district
orgamisations, etc., must become revolutionary fighting organ
must be closely Found up with orre another, and must gawn M
leadership over the great masses of non-party workers thev
head the elementary movements arising in the working classe
and lead these movements, always with ome goal before then
The conquest of power by means of armed insurrecnon

7. Work amongst women, h not differing 1 prinaps
to general work amongst the proletariat, takes a somewhat di
ferent form, ani is carried on on somewhat special lines for the
reason that in the first place women are even mnore acu
exp'oited than men in the shops and factories, amd in the sec0®
place are more fettered by family life. The fundamental task 0
the Commmist Parties is to win over the masses of worlt
women by inducing them to take active part in the struggle 10
the dictatorship of the proletariat.

8. The experience gained by the RCP. after th
lution demonstrated that extraordinary importance must D
attached fo the organisation of “delegates’ meetings’ s '™
ment for the establishment of permanent relations between *
Party and the broad strata of working women and for the &%
sion and deepening of the influence of the Party upon fh"*“:
These “delegates’ meetings” consist of women represemits
elected for a certain period by women factory hands. “‘ _
wives, domestic servants, women  clerks in commercial 3000
offices in the towns, and by women agricultusal workers, %%
peasants of different social clasees: small ~holders and
{armers, and the wives or widows' of mobilised soldiers: ™

villages.

L4
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for the children of the strikers, for collections, for negotiati
with employers and authorities, etc.) !

VIL. The work of education and training to this end must be
accorded a place of leading importance. Special courses of in :
tion are 10 be airanged for the factory functionaries and for dh
wider circles of sympathising working women. 1hese cour$
must not only impart schooling in strike technics and ractical
factory work by the subjects dealt with: (“How can | lead
strike?" “Why should working women be against ¥
work?") and give training in public speaking by their practical
(scmlgjns() methods, but they mwust also contribute to Commu
uist education by a study ol the princi of Leninism, ly
dealing ?#hp the tactics of the III. memg ot'm'l.’ with the
played by the national communist parties, etc.

VIIL. Pure propaganda must be replaced more and more
by action. Action means that every women worker is to take "%
more personal part in the work.

The' wonan worker must learn to act, fhirst by undertaki
some office in the nucleus, then in the sho IR
nucleus or where there is no nucleus — the woman distrigt
organiser, should allot some particular task to every separate
woman communist in the factory: reporting, keeping protocols,
conducting negociations, distribution of literature, work on the:
factory paper, representation in other revolutionary organs, etc.
Every communist woman worker must become a factory coum-
cillor or trade union functionary. i

She must learn 10 speak by the practice gained in addressing !
every meeting of the nucleus, every factory council and shop ¢
steward meeting. rer? S

She must learn to write by publishing her own newspaper.

IX. The women workers must be called upon everywhere to -
collaborate in the work of the Party press, in the factory papers,
women’s supplements, etc., and to publish their own womeg
workers’ papers, written and financed by themselves. Every ¢
nucleus should appoint a women correspoudent if possible The,
women workers’ press must be utilised not only for propaganda
and information, but for the organisation of the masses.

X. Our principle as opposed to the sectional and schige &t
matic tactics of the reformists - is the widest possible extension 8
of every struggle, and the Fratest possible unity of action. &

This is doubly and trebly necessary for the women workers,
who form the weakest part of the labour front. Nothing but the
most energetic concentration of powers in every direction can' &
balance their actually weak powers of resistance. 8

The communist factory nuclei must ally themselves closely |
with the communist trade umion fractions for thig purpose.
trade umion fractions help the Parti in every way possible in its
efforts to orgamse the women workers in and around the nuclei, » &
The local trade union fractions must found a women workers' '
committee for their industrial group, the members of this coms '
mittee being as far as possible representatives of all the large i}
undertakings carrying on the industry concerned in the district;
membership should also be extended to non-partisans, and fo ' |
members of other parties in sympathy with the CP. 4

The task of these women workers' committees is to untilise &
tost important works and factories, and these will collaborate  every possible means at their disposal, under the leadership of . {
vith the nucleus in organising and controlling the work. the Communist Fraction, for the extension and unification pf work

V. The acute aggravation of class antagonisms, and the con-  and wages struggles within the industry, for the organisation of
fnt failure of the reformist trade unions to fulfil their task as revolutnomrxy;rrqmgagxh and educational work, for the carry
®aders of labour struggles, compels the communmists in the on of electo campai in the ek;chons {0 the factory'ooung
Works and factories to taie up this leadership themselvess in an  and other bodies, and assistance in word and deed, in every :
€ lncreasing degree. mn}!;k way, of revolutionary women workers. (Consultation, ¥

9. The growing acuteness of the revolutionary situation all
over the world, the adaptation of the Party to the factory cell
system, its development from propaganda circles to mass organi-
ations faced by the struggle for power in the immediate future
_ all thls renders it imperatively necessary that work among
women should be given %a radically different trend, and devoted
to the worksh and factories. The third International Commuy-
nist Women’s erence considers it necessary to lay down the
jollowing rules for work among the masses of women workers
i the shops and factories.

I. The whole of the work carried an among the female
workers in a fxclory, elc., 1s under the leadership of the com-
gunist nicdleus. Orfe” spécial woman comradé — showld nofe be
available, a man comrade/— 1s to be made responsible for the
systematic carrying out of this work.
© Work of really useful and lasting effect can only be done
from within, from the workers in the factories, etc. themselyes.

In large undertakings every department or shop should have
its own commumist woman functionary if possible, working under
the control of the mucleus.

I1. It is the task of the communist party nucleus, and espe-
aally of the women comrades, so to inculcate the women wor-
kers with idea of revolution that the female employées in the
shops and factories may be made to form fighting units ready
for action, and so to employ suitable methods of working that
broad masses of sympathising working women may be gathered
around the Communist Party, ready to follow the Party slogans
m every mowement and action.

Far this purpose the cell must endeavour to group the sym-
pathising women workers around it in the form of women
workers’ committees in the lactories, etc. and to bring the whole
of the female employées under the influence of the cell by the
ad of these committees.

lIl. In the case of lactones and workshops where no nuclei
have yet been formed, the Party organisation comes into touch
with the women workers by the following means:

a) With the aid of the membership register of the Party and
the trade umion fractions.

b) With the aid of sympathising shop stewards, trade union
functionaries etc.

¢) By attemdance at factory council meetings.

d) By convening meetings of women workers.

e) By the distribution of propaganda material, and by spoken
propaganda before the entrance into the factory or shop.

f) By the delegation of experienced women comrades as
workers in large or important factories, etc.

There is no large undertaking in which it is not possible
o gain a foothold by one of the above means, that 1s, at least
one sympathising woman worker can always be found. With her
belp 1t is possible to approach the other women workers and to
proceed to training a woman functionary and to forming a cell.

IV For the carrying oun of this work the women’s agitation
mmittees have to collaborate with the nucleus in appointing
al, district, and national women factory or%;nzisem Besides
this, experienced wormen Party workers must allotted to the

n

i

VI This means the introduction of fundamental change: in telchl;cxl ‘tid in p::lbﬂdling newq)l?pe::s, etc.)"" can jois
methods  hitherto employed for agitation among working - In large towns the women workers’ committees
Women and workmen’s wives. Apart from the en propa- wi_tﬂler. under the leadership of the local communist orgax

s furnished by addresses at meetings and apart from the safion, to form local committees of the revolutionary wome

€0 propaganda vided by the distribution of leaflets and
her literature, another task becomes more and more urgent
Organisatory task of forming a steadfast communist shock
&P !0 every large factory or works, and the further task of
e Practical ?eadership of Iabour struggles. During the present
$00d of increasing acuteness in class warfare, we need women
Tke leaders more than women speakers at meetings. Our women
L. "UNist agitators must become officers in the war of the
e S and must learn how to lead armies of striking wormen
£ "¢1s, 10 provide for their material wants ,and to maintain
S fighting courage. (They must be capable of undertaking
g involved in such ‘action: the struggle against black-
¥\, demonstrations, detachments comumisss to provide
ightenment and food, for soup kitchens ior accomodation

workers of all industries. These fulfil the pre-revolutionary

rmed, in another form, by the “delegates meetings”

ia — the task of forming a bridge between the Party and
unorganised womer workers. They convert these masses
active bearers of the revolution. )

XII, Commection must be established between working
and housewives. Wherever a strik“e bren;‘(s ‘c:éln, g;e g
housewives must come systematically to the help h
They must demonstrate midamy, collect food and me
take in the children of the strikers, take up action rile
breakers, etc. Where isations of workmen’s «al
ﬁﬁWWMm.)MMMW“:
with women workers’ committees, and must always be
serrted in these last.
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XIIL. The women workers in the shops and factories must
oco-operate with the unemployed.

" The women worker who loses her situation remains in the
pudeus as before, and continues her activity in the fraction and
B ‘workers’ comntittee. She carries on her -agitation cor-
"' respondingly at her labour excharﬁe or dole office. Represen-

. fatives of the unemployed should t

meeting of the women workers.

e part in every action and

XIV. The attempt should be made everywhere to establisn
direct comunication between the women workers in shops and

=

f!orms and Meth

0

A During the pre-revolutiona
. women workers and peasants w

and establishing class consciousness in

tactories with women workers in like position in other counr,

especially in Russia. Such direct connections are not only excdleg
for the daily propaganda work in the factories, but are ?
same time pioneer work for the coming revoltuwonar, umee
national industrial unions. S

) The Comderence commssions the International Womey
Secretariat to work and carry out a plan for the estabhs.hnkn"
of such connections between the large lindustrial undertaking
in the various countries employing a preponderance of womey,

ods of Work of RCP. of among Women Workers
and Women Peasants. )

y 1’ -
. L The character of the work carried out by the RCP. (Bolsheviki)

ry
as

among women werkers in the pre-revolutionary period.

riod, RCP. work among
iefly directed to awakening
the female proletariat,

. o arous'mi the women to readiness for revolutionary st le,
f-sacr ly(

. and for se

ifice in the cause of the whole working class.

The general conditions, which had favored the rise and
y Russia, also contributed to the
. development of class consciousness and revolutionary mentality
" in the women of the Russian proletariat.
: The labour movement, which was illegal under Czarism,

development of Bolshevism in

" was not able to assume “peaceful”

" tary democratic forms, but was
- utionary lines, with the aid of conspirative lorms of organisation,
~ jor the seizure of power by the proletariat. From the very be-

inming the working women’s movement formed a part of the

B

.

ma labour movement. The

in the eighties and ninetie
.armed insurrections of the year

{ by the labour movement and class war
. ing class were also participajed in by th

.~ movemen!.

.

forced to work on

mass strikes of
S,
1905 — all these

trade unionist or parliamen-

purely revol-

the working

and in the years 1902/03, the

forms taken

fare in the Russian work-
e working women’s

It need not be said that czarism sought to crush with the

| phmost cruelty every expression of class consciousness, whether

i emanating irom working men or
- existence of the political parties,

" grade unions, sick insurance, and

I ced these orgamsations 1o place a very
. members, and furthered their close allian

. of sex. Thus origina

working women. The illegal
the semi-legal existence of the

other labour organisations, for-

high value on their
ce without distinction
ted an atmosphere ob actual complete equa-
. lity among the men and women workers of the toiling population.
The wonien's emancipation movement, in the form in which

it seeks to remove sex disability only, never attained
lopment or influence in Russia as i

such a deve-

t did in the West. In Russia

" the women's movement was a fresh impetus towards the revi-

L sion of the torms to be assumed by t
' movement 1n 1ts capacity as constituent o

" movement.
' The women workers' movement developed within the gene-
ral labour movement, and was not led astray by opportunism

for/

* ‘on the eve of the war, they fought to,

in hand, at the barricades of
§ At that time the chiei slogan of th
¥ 40 the masses”. The Party availed itself of ever

The Mensheviki attempted to fix

women exclusively to questions

they rejected the slogans ot the

for a struggle for partial demands within

of motherhood. of

for women, and of cultural matters; after the fir

second revolution,

he Russian women workers’
f the general labour

the attention of the working

equal rights
st revolution
and agitated

the limits of the law,

a mere reformism which met with no support from tie working

womern. A
The working women organi

sed themselves on the principles

" of the revolutionary slogans issued by the Bolshev
* active part in all the conflicts jought at that time.

fumity, in the course of its subter

iki, and took
In July 1014,

ether with the workmen,
t. Petersburg.

e Bolsheviki was: “Go
possible oppor:

ranean work, o{ being heard a

. understood by the women workers in the factories
rarity ol these opportunities (meetings, congresses, Duma plat-

" form and Duma committees, women's clubs in th

. &l 1008, the illegal women workers’ circle in the
publication of the periodical “The Women W
nisation of demonstrations on “Women's Day“

fhe Russian Bolsheviki were suc

cesshul, after ten or

. Despite the

e yedrs 1905
ear 1914, the
er”, and the
in 1013, etc.).
twelve years

of illegal work, in creating a alass conscious vanguard of Rus.
sian proletarian women ready for the revolutionary period; ths
vanguard possessed all the characteristics necessary for facilia.
ting the fight for socialist organiation later on.

When the revolution broke out, it found a large lass of
working women already far advanced; with the help of the
Communist Party these women had already developed strong re
volutionary conviction, clear class consciousness, and tenacity and
perseverance in allegiance to the RCP

1. The Principles and Apparatus of the RCP. 1n its Work among
the Women Workers and Peasants during the Revoltuionan
Period.

In spite ol the tremendous enthusiasm and extraordinary
heroism shown by the working women during the revolution,
still the RCP. cculd mot but difierentiate between the political,
cultural, and social development of working men and workig
women, between the paasant who had fought at the red from
and the peasant woman who had remained at home 1w te
village. Thus arose the necessity of enhightening e backward
strata, of developing them, and this meant the undertaking of
special work among them.

The principles laid down by the RCP. for its special wom
among the masses of working women during the revolutionary
period were chiefly as follows:

| The formuia — “Unity of aim and rasks for the whole
working class, without difference of sex” is to be observed
i all l%orms and methads of special work; 1t must jorm the
joundation of all propaganda among the broad masses of the
workers, and must be the ruling precept for work among womet

2. The special conditions of work and 1'ie among the femak
sroletariat and the peasantry (that is. the double slavery). wha
hinder the intellectual development of this section of the worki
masses, and create among them their own ideology. conlront
the Communist Party with the task of first adopting measurs
for abolishing the differences between the working and hvig
conditidns of working men and working women, and of having
measures taken by the state, trade union, and co-operative orge
msations, for the emancipation of these masses, secondly. @
finding suitable means, adapted to the comprehension ! thesty
masses. for combatting their backwardness, passivity, and g
rance. and jor awakening in them a thirst for knowledge.
their political knowledge may be widened, and they themselV
aroused to revolutionary acuvity.

3 The methods and forms of this special work must DY
under any circumstances be permitted to become 1D themselv®
the ultimate end of work among the masses of working wom®
but must invariably find their justification in_ tactics aming -
bringing the broad masses of women proletarians and pedsil
under the influence of the RCP. and thus winning them for B
struggle for socialism and its realisation. . Jusivd

3. The special working methods are 1o be applied exc U; .
to the non-partisan masses. The trend of these methods ‘:
tend 1o approach the general forms and methods of wnf\en
sued 10 Party work, until the special methods fimally supP'®
the general forms of Party work, and amalgamate with ©

1
d

The Apparatus

5 T activi is 4 powertul &
5 The mainspring of activity consists of a pow depd

resistant apparatus of Party committees and wormen ~l-aan
ments. This is an emtirely recent development. The Pd:”‘nenfs
this department, as also of the whole of the other depa




No. 7! International Press Correspondence

ments, etc.) Another line of activity of the delegates is directed ted
to the practical acquirement of knowledge ofgthc work in &
number of social, _State, and co-operative institutions, and has
for object the participation of the delegates in this work in
Soviet sections, the organisation of independent sections im i
delegates’ meetings, the participation in the interests of the
institutions, and the taking part in extraordina work, as cam~
paigns, special weeks and days, etc. The third line of work der
manded from the delegates’ meetings, one to which special atten-
tion has to be accorded, is their pedagogic role.

hhe Party committees of the RCP., consists of the fact that no
< iovolving principles can be alloted to or executed by a
subordinate department on the instructions of a higher organ
ithout the matter first passing through the hands of the
party committee. On the contrary, the tasks set by the Party
or work among the women are sent as entirety from the higher
party committees to the subordinate committees, with the sig-
mture of the secretary of the organisation. The department ac-

ly represents an internal working apparatus of the Party
prgenisations, and is directly controlled, conducted, and finan-
ed by these. In order to insure unhindered management, the
omrades appointed as heads of these departments are at the
ame time members of the committees. Every committee posses-
es such departments, and these extend their influence into the
actory and village nuclei by means of members who organise
pe women workers and peasants, and who are chosen from
mong the members of the nuclei offices, and form an entirety
pi their own under the immediate leadership of the nucleus office.

The construction of the apparatus is not completely described
ithout mention of those comrades who have the special task

Connection with the Masses.

3. The Party is not content with training the women workers
chosen for the delegates’ meetings, but endeavours with their help
to draw broad masses of women into the sphere of influence of
the Party. The elections to the delegations further this. The 1
Party further adopts ‘a number of measures for the establishment « &
of an organic connection between the delegates and the masses.. '
For this object it is of first importance that the delegates give

loted them, in a large number of organisations, of furthering
hat section of work auming at improving the position of women.
ese constitute a kind of representative of Party organisations,
nd they devote themselves, within the institution to which
hey are sent, to all questions touching upon the life and work
i working women and sants. Should they take any new
peasures with regard to this their specia! mission, it must be with
pe knowledge and consent of the Party organisations. There
e such representatives in the trade unions, in the co-operative
rganisations, and in the various people’s commissariats and
beir local sections. These workers are in communication with
he womien's departments, and fogn with the department leaders
ollegium or committee for work among the women.

The Party follows systematically the work dome by the ap-
ratus working among the women, and exerts every endeavour
p gain greater masses for this work, by means of periodically
newing the personnel of the departments, and by tE: prepara-
on and training of special workers for this branch of activity.

At the present time the Party has set itself the task of
reasing the number of working women in the departments
hat 1s, to proletarise the apparatus), and to bring native women
tlonging to the national republics into the apparatus (this is
led the “nationalising” of the apparatus).

Ill. The Delegates’ Meetings.

The chief method of Party work among the broad masses
women workers and peasants is formed by the delegates’ mee-
gs of women workers and peasants. These do not represent
any way special branches of the state system (as appears to
ve been indicated at the elections), but are exclusively auxi-
Y organisations, functioning in a sense as a “driving belt” bet-
ten Party and mass.

I Social Representation. The delegates’ meetigs comprise, in
riain definite city districts, the representatives of a number of
fories, shops, Soviet institutions, hospital employées, domestic
fvants, and workmen’s wives, and in the country, the repres-
lalives of the female section of the poor peasantry, the poor
omen larmers, the widows, the wives of red army soldiers, the
Wr, and the middle class women peasamts; in the Eastern re-
Olcs, the working women, preference being given to the
Ve population.

2 From revolutionary groups to delegates’ meetings. The
fgates’ meetings, which assumed expressly revolutionary forms

¢ eighth year of revolution, have taken their origin solely
groups of revolutionary women workers or women peasants.

irst’ these were formed on the principle of selection, by the

) or by the women’s section of the Party committee. The

“Opment of rqvolutionary groups to delegates’ meetings has

Jet ceased in a number of districts, as may be seen from the

fled formation of delegates’ meetings.

rt of the work. The delegates’ meetings carry on work
™ three lines: One part of the work is based on a number
isures for raising the cultural and political level of the

1 Workers and peasants. (Absolute liquidation of illiteracy,
. A0Ce at a course of instruction for political enlightenment

‘urse being not only for the plenary meeting, but also

Separate gr. of ‘delegates in the factories and work-

) atlendance at lectures on social questions, politicak trials

law-suits, removal of bad influences 7rom light literature and

res, arrangement of various kinds of evening entertain-

periodical reports on their work to their electors, and, secondly, %

that it is made the duty of the delegates to ajd the organiser b,
8

in the organisation of the masses of women workers, and in

execution of measures for the protection of workers, the protec- ' =
tion of mothers and infants, social welfare, liquidation of illis "

4

teracy, etc.

4. The delegates’ meetings are re-elected anoually, and in-
clude fresh cadres of women workers and peasants every year;

they work on lines laid down in a special programme, and thus

train the women workers to logical and connected thought; the
highest consummation of their activity lies in their success in
bringing the most enlightened elements into the Party, and in
putting up the most advanced women workers and peasants as

candidates for Soviet organs, trade unions, co-operative socie- ¢

ties, etc.

The Results of the Delegates’ Meetings.

The results gained by the delegates’ meetings in the course
of four years have been extraordinarily many and various. It
suffices if we point out that hundreds of proletarian and peasant

women, now members of the Soviets or executive committees, =

or members of the trade union administrations, factory councils,
and other comumittees, as also those women of the proletariat
now belonging to the Party that 95% of these women have
passed through the communist school of the delegates’ meetings,
and are tenacious fighters for the Soviet government. The dele-

gates’ meetings play the part of reservoirs, suppling the greater

number of the women workers' and peasants’ representatives with

whose help the Party and the Soviet government carry out
many measures of a ﬁeneral state and general Party character.
The propagation of the state loans, the collection of the agri-
cultural taxes, the execution of the most various decrees and
regulations, the carrying out of state control all these

measures pass through the hands of the delegates, and fi 5

in them their best representatives.

IV. Forms of Mass Work.

The work in the delegates’ meetings, in which every sinﬁlle
delegate is accorded special attention, runs parallel with the*
mass work carried on by the Party among the women workers,
workmen’s wives, and women peasants.

1. The starting point for mass work among women workers
is formed the factory and workshop. This is the main
laboratory for the mass work of the Party in general, and of

the women’s departments in particular. i

The methods of agitative and propaganda work among the
women workers in shops and factories consist mainly of inducing
the women workers to take part in all Party and enlight
work carried on in the undertaking in question. Besides th
the working plans and programmes of the Party must be mad

to include factors calculated on the one hand to arouse
and on the other hand fo '

interest of the workin
render the general a
the woman worker. 8
For this purpose exhaustive use must be made of the genergh
workers meegxurgs in the works or factory, of club worl
work in the varjous circles, sch for political enlightenn
excursions, eic. ) _ ; A
2. The Party has also the “intention of inducing the leas
enlightened masses into social life, and with this object in view™

woman, !
ience familiar with questions vital

meny

o,
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: riy' special methods of work among the women of the
] at. Circles for women workérs are formied, special
'S me arranged, and the questions most nearly tou-

? vﬂr& interests of the massés of proletarian women are
al ' in a manner comprehensible to the most elementary

erstanditg.

The workmei’s wives are also to beé chiefly grouped and
organiséd arotind thé factory or shop.

In order to facilitate the attendance of the women workers
" and workmen’s wives at the clubs, special nurseries are pro-

vided in the clubs themselves.

“* 3. Not only the workshops and factories, but also the
commune premises are the subject of attention. Here Red
ﬂlﬂ:s are organised for the women workers, posters hung on

walls, special meetings organised for women workers and
workmen’s wives, groups formed for the liquidation of illiteracy,
and the like.

4. The Party does not however limit its work to the factory
and the home, but carries on its mass work in the towns, and
even in the provinces, on a wider scale. It convenes comprehen-
sive conferences, not only factory group conferences, but also,
in conjunction with the trade unions, trade union conferences;
besides this, it arranges general meetings, enlar delegates’
meetings, and utilises suita le occasions or interesting law court
frials, inviting working women to attend such trials, in order
that they may hear the proceedings and use their knowledge as

anda.

5. This last method — the utilisation of trials as means for
making their right's and duties clear fo the citizens of the
Soviet state, forms one of the leading Party methods of work
lmor&womcn peasants.

ides the concrete protection of law afforded to the
muam woman as housewife and mother — of  tremendous
fortance in the Russian and national village, where the law
followed is generally the “traditional law” — the Soviet people’s
e juridicial land commissiops form the most im-
rtant mediums of bringing about a fundamental change in
views held on the rights of working women. Many peasant
women designate the law courts as their “trade unions”.

6. In the country the reading rooms form a fruitful source
of sympathy for the Soviet government and the Communist
Party, and with their help the village nuclei carry on their work
of propaganda among the country population. The organisers
of the peasant women arrange discussions with the women
peasants in these reading rooms, organise a “peasant woman’s
corner” here, where the lzdd literature is concentrated, “ﬁ:
pise “peasant women’ ys®, upon which the resident in
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lectuals reply to economic, questions, or to questions rely
to the edin{teresit‘s of women as sich, “readimg evenings’ .
arran or the peasant woméan, organised for the |,
dationg of ilfiteracy, and so forth. BASER SEs “ lgw

7. Besides the s¥stemaﬁc work for the raising of the cultyp
and political level of the woman peasant, thus carried on Withig
the limits of the delegates’ meetings and reading rooms, pg,
periodic district and regional conferences of women peagyy
are convened, as also proviucial congresses of women wor
and peasants, one of the best methods of establishing
“alliance”, the attainment of friendly relations between the pro-
letarian women of the cities and the proletarian women of
plough. The agenda of these congresses is carefully wor
out, and give the women peasants an insight into the life of y
women workers in the towns; various k of institutions ,
visited, legal aid given, individual connéctions made, etc.

8. For this same purpose — of establishing “an alliance b
ween workman and peasant for the greater security of
Soviet government — the Party employs among the peasany
a method of work consisting of the organisation of a “prot:
torate” held by city Party nuclei, or by factory or trade uni
organisations, over country districts, villages, or Soviet farming
enferprises. All such methods of Party work, “protectorate”. et
are of course equally applied to work amonf the women peasant

9. The cessation of war, and the general economic uplit, ha
naturally increased the social demands of working class an
peasantry alike, and the Party is exerting its utmost endeavou
to lead these social demands into directions and expression
calculated to improve the standard of living among the workm
masses, {o raise their cultural level, to enable them to combat rely
gious and other prejudices, etc., and further, to promote ints
national solidarity among the working class (International Re
Aid, International Workers’ Relief, ieague for the Relief
German children, etc.) and r and science in the Sovid
republics (Society of the Friends of the Air Fleet, scientii
work organisations, and the like.) The Party calls upon wome
workers and peasants to take part in this work, and the method
employed for inducing the backward strata to take part m thi
social work are frequently the most successful.

10. An absolutely developed method of exercising communi
influence on the masses of women workers and peasants,
method which compels attention, is the periodic and sporad
publication of newspapers especially adapted to the interests
working women. Besides the central popular periodicals ,
woman worker” and the ‘Woman peasant”, other newspapef
are published periodically by a number of local Party orgu
sations (in Moscow, Petersburg, the Ukraine, and Siberia)

The Work of the CP. among the Women Workers in the
Trade Unions.

l. Introduction.

_ The general offensive of capital, the reduction of wages, the

jengthened working hours, the partial and in some countries
complete cancelment of protection for the workers, have been felt
most acutely by the women workers.

This is to be explained by the circumstance that though
women workers are so many in number, and of leading impor-
tance for production, they are but weakly organised, and take
Jitfle active part in the trade unions, except in the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics.

The capitalists make use of this fact, and of the lack of
developed class consciousness among working women, for their
own ends, and they not alone endeavour to aggravate the com-
rﬁﬁon between men and women workers, but gito find support
or their counter-revolutionary aims in the working class itself.
In this manner they hope to undermine the unity of the pro-
letariat in its defensive and offensive struggles. :

Should the capitalists succeed in these endeavours, the re-
formist trade unions are responsible. For their representation of
women workers’ interests is only a seeming one, and in reality
their class collaboration policy and criminal inactivity further
the exploitation of their members. They do nothing to prepare
the working women for struggles; on the contrary, they
_ endeavour to suppress any will to fight among the women
' workers, and even frequently oppose themselves brutally to

' fighting women workers.

By this line of action they contribute to the mass
of women from the trade unions. )

It is the urgent duty of the revolutionary trade unions
frustrate these machinations of the capitalists and reformist
is their duty to educate the women workers into class consci
fighters.

The constant worsening of the position of working WOl
in the capitalist countries creates favorable preliminary =
ditions for this work among industrial and agricultural wom
workers, organised and unorganised, and among those who
left the trade unions.

II. Tasks of the Red Unions ,and of the Revolutionary Minorif
affiliated to the RILU.

Whilst the reformists endeavour to awaken illusions %
the women workers by advertising insignificant reforms, ¥
thus concealing actual class antagonisms, the women commﬂi,
must seek to unite the working women in economic and pdn
struggvles for demands immediately connected with the

of the whole working class.

Fighting slogans in the capitalist countries. >
1. Equal wages for equal work in every branch Of,'i"
and in agriculture, and for the employees in the me
operative undertakings and the state industrial and
enterprises.
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2. Abolition of piece work.,

3. Abolition of ‘the dilferent methods of calculating wages,
itended to veil the lesser payment of women workers.

4. Employment of women in all branches of indtustry, with

exception of professions detrimental to their health.

5. Improved qualification of working women by their atten-

at existing technical schools and courses of instruction.

6. Abolition of night work and overtime.

7. Protection for women workers, mothers, and infants;
pligatory leave for eight weeks before and eight weeks after
pofinement, working wages being paid in full during absence.
Provision of reoms for nursing mothers and granting of adequate
ime for nursing, Lo .

8. Measures against dismissal during pregnancy and nursing.

0. Measures .against the digmissal of married women.

10. Claims for equal unemployment doles for men and
omen.

I1l. Methods of Work.

s “

The organisation and control ‘of ‘trade ‘Wmion Work wiwst
carried out by the Communist Party, and taken in hand by

communist trade union fractions. This is best done by
birusting this task to certain men or women comrades in the
ding organs of the communist fractions and factory nuclei.
[hese must work in closest collaboration with ﬁe omen’s
Propaganda Committees of the Parfy.

1. Activity in shops and factories.

This is our main field of work. Here we can most easily

b and revolutionise the women workers. Women workers’
mumittees must be formed in every workshop and factory.

Where the majority of the factory council members consists
revolutionary elements, these committees should however be
fiiliated to the factory council as integral constituent, and work

its immediate {enderuhip. ‘Where revolutionary shop ste-

Jurds are lacking, the committees are immediately subordinate
the Ieadersl;}) of the revolutionary minority in the industrial
jon concerped.

The tasks of these committees are: The revolutionising of
Jomen workers, support of every action taken by the revo:
fionary mirofities, élection of active women workers in fthe
ory councils and their commissions, ahd in the subordinate
i ruling union corporations.

These committees must not by any means lead to the
mation of ial women’s groups within and without the
de unions. fgqir task is, rather fo induce the women workers
join the revolutiopary fractions. They arrange discussions and
jlerences amopg. the wpmen worlzérs.‘distrlbute litical and
de union Jitera ure, induce the women workers to con-
poute directly to ‘this li erature as .correspondents.

2 Work in the, Red trade unions and revolutiongry mino-
bes. All independent red trade unions and revolutionary mino-
% entrust a ¢omrade belonging to the commuttee with the
cution of practical work amonmg the women. In places where
majority of werkers employed are women, this work is
dertaken by women wherever possibie.

Where women workers’ commissions exist in the revolu-

ary trade unions, the revolutionary ginorities must do taneir‘

mMost to win these over.

The Co-operative Question.

_The conference is able to state that the Russian Section has
lained a consistent (political line, and has attained con-
frable success, in inducing women to ugarticipm;e in tive
- The Conference draws the attention of the other Q]Pﬂs
the political sj nificance of this work, and e 3 ‘the
ity of developing it ‘furfher. It expresses the conviction that
York will develope widely in every country in the future

lines laid down by the resolutions now passed by the
ence. e

Working Women and the Co-operatives.

The work done by organised women in the co-operatives is

S‘:“ taa a part of the proletarian class struggle, and for
uggle. ‘

+0€ main

] of the

tasks of. the co-operatives in the capitalist countries
following:.

Worker as consumer.

- the loweri;

X
v

- The cooperatives are a means of M&yﬁtwm

. JI. The co-operative is an organisation capable of ‘¢g
prising those_broad masses of the workin, p who are
not yet organised in trade uniops or pohhcafy ousewives), ..

11]. The co-operatives serve as school for the preparatic
of these politically backward masses for joining the proletaris
class struggle. The organised will of the revolutionary element
in the labour movement transforms the co-operatives into.
school of revolutionary conscioysuess and revo utionary activity
for the masses of their members. r

IV. The elements organised in the co-operatives, even if
not yet conscious of their class position, are gradually taught
by their social activity in the co-operative movement to overcome
the individual methods of Froduction and distribution, and to
b‘ecl:?me active champions of a sodialist policy, economics, and
culture.

V. The co-operatives, if the
of the proletarian olass atrugf{

betterment of the conditions o in the working class. But

| liviniI ) . But ‘8
PRRCE TR MR ry nder the influence reaction Wi 4

destroys the co-operatives root and branch (Bulgaria and Italy);
\ of the standard of living in the proletariat;
reduci tion :‘ vtv;‘ages; these are a constant danger to the ma
existence e co-operative orgamisations. By participating.
the political and economic struggles of the pr .
operatives thus defend their own existence
possibilities of development. )

These tasks in themselves lay down the main lines for
work among women: TRt

1. The co-operatives must concentrate the whole of their
gues?‘uon upon bripging the working women, the women workers
in shops and factories apd the housewives, into the co-operative
organisation. Millions of women, who take no
and, trade union movemen
transformed into active ¢
operative mogement. ‘

2. The broad circles of proletariap. housewives must
induced fo take an interest in the cofpergtivg' ovement
really being able to obfain better and cheaper goods fn the
operative stores. , )

3. The participation of the co-operatives in the revolutionary
strugﬁ: of the ariat thus draws fHe ‘proletarian women
into hirlpool of political atid gconomic gctivity in which
the working 'class is struggling, 'and turns “every cook” into
an active co-worker for 'the realisation of the socialist system.

in the labour sfruggfe. are to be

The women of the prolétariat, on the other hapd, must

make # tHéir éndeavour to ‘make the co-opératives into 'a Weapoj

of defence for the interests of the proletariat in general, and o,

of the prolétarian women in particular.
Thierefore the prolefarian womeén stand for:
1. A determined struggle agaipst political neitral

tariat, the co
and their further

»

ampions of the revolutionary co- '

»
W,

co-operatives, this being "a bourgeois ‘principle corcealing the

anti-labour policy of co-operative bureaucracy.
2. For active and passive suffrage for the wiv
3. For the aétive coﬂaboration.'vgifh equal rights and equal

duties, of women in the leading organs of the co-operative mo- sk

vement.

\ q"-fo; ryigg-out every initiative proceeding from the
womeén g

co-operatives, and aiming at a communi-
sation of daily life, as for instance the establishment of
halls, laundries, kindergartens, créches, sewing and mendin
workshops, etc., apd for the actualisation of ap active partici
fion jof the co-operatives -in class war{are by means of
drmation of mfikdmwiulm the organisation, of money -collér- |
tions, ing of -dinin
and umed. provigion for, thejr wives and childrep, etc.;
5. The proletarian women combat the formation of separaie.
co-operativep\':c’)lmen's uilds, seeing in these a detrimental splifs
ting of the forces of the working class, as result of which many
ian” women are kept away from revolutionary class

are, and come under the influence of reformism and bour, 43

“women’s rights” movements.
Methods towards the realisation of these aims are

following:
1, Gtiliution of women’s work in _every department of
operatiye administrative and control activity.

. £y < ‘ils;.ix;"‘ whiich the
y W . ‘ and of
hougewi mq-l';'?:‘:guu. These ¢

ok

place themselves at the service i
e, are auxiliary orgays for the

4

art in the political 1

in the .

of members, * %

dining

for _ptrikers, Jocked out workers, o




. ‘on the foundation of a mighty seli-dependence, of

sumers’ councils are set the task of fighting against rising prices
“and sp;icmnion.

of preventing the exercise of the anti-labour

; y ative bureaucracy, of carrying on the struggle

, against the taxation policy of the bourgeors government, efc.
3. The mass participati

ion of women in the co-operative com-

imissions controlling the activity of every separate co-operative
idistributing ceatre.

4. The agenda of ev

co-operative general meeting must
contain quests of ial interest to women; further, special
women’s meetings, and meetings of the women delegates in the
atives, etc., must be convened.
ke ¢ 5. Where agitative and propaganda work is carried on, it
" 4s of absolute importance that the practical questions of the
«co-operative movement be dealt with in their relation to the
igenerd itical situation. Thus for instance the taxation question
in its relation to the taxation policy pursued by the governient,
the opening of soup Kitchens for unemployed in relation to the
general question of unemployment, etc. _
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The accomplishment of these tasks is only possible whe, the
parties work energetically among the ranks of the wopy
organised in co-operatives. To this end

1. Every woman comrade of the Party must be at the s,
time a member of a ive, must belong to the commypy
nucleus of this co-operative, or, if no such nucleus exists mugt
take steps towards the formation of one.

2. All Party orginisations must commission epecial wome
or men comrades, members of the Party women’s COmMuitteey,
to carry out the work in the co-operatives.

3. Co-operative work i general, and among Women in parf
cular, must run conjointly with general wo for the revoly
tionary class struggle. The %uettion of women’s work in the g
operafives must form the subject of discussion at all conferency
held by women, and must be dealt wif
in the general P press, and in the press especially devoted tg
work amongst women.

The Social Education of Women.

;' 1. Many of the old revolutionists had a very vague idea of
ia communist state of society. The formula of “nationalisation of
ithe means of production” was clear enough to them, but they
" 4were by no means clear as to the actual transformation to be
‘brought about in social life by the realisation of this formula.
y 2. During the last decade we have undoubtedly approached
“¢éonsiderably nearer to communism, and the contours of the com-
“munist system are beginning to become recognisable.
3. We know that the communist society will be built up
. a mghty
i¢reative activity of the masse. in every sphere of life. We know
gut this activity has for ultimate goal the organisation of cotlec-
five work, common control, and mutual comradelike support,

3 . “and that the actualisation of this collective work means that all

for it, th# 'is, that the
must be organised in "the
e know that

‘workers must develop their capacity
‘Whole ation, without exception,
multif forms and branches of the work.

* _ unless the masses are accustomed to collective work, unless

their capacity for it is developed, communism cannot be realised.

4. 1t without saying that the communists of all coun-
tries in which there is as yet no Sqviet {)ower must apply the
whole of their forces to destroy\ii)ﬁ old system. But at the
same time they must not neglect the duty of preparing the con-
sciousness of the masses for future constructive vity, and
must school the masses for this object during and by the revo-
lutionary struggles.

5. After power has been seized, the communists must pro-
ceed to constructive work at once; but preparations for this must
have been made before the revolution. All communists, the whole
working class, and especially the women, must prepare them-
selves for this.

6. Under capitalism woman is fettered to the family. The
care of husband and children confines her within the narrow
limits of family life. She is not accustumed to public life,

although the greater part of the working nrasses is compose
of women.

1. Working women must take active part in public life fro
now onwards. Under capitalism the ere of action ope
to women workers is of course ‘articifially limited, but they
already work in the trade unions, parents’ councils, co-operative

efc. This is very important work, Women are thus enabled

set their seal u both the trade unions and the people’s o
cational institutions. But the most important point is that &
work gives them the necessary habitude, special knowleds
and skill, enabling them to take up their duties competently
the verzr first day after the revolution.

8. The women workers must ' combine their public activi
with economic theory, must approach every question from d
standpoint of working class ideology, and hold the laws
social evolution constantly in_ view.

0. The women worker will only be able to fulfil her du
as member of the international army of workers when she b
developed a comprehensive social activity, when she has le
to permeate this activity with the spirit of communism,
when she has learnt from books and from life to take up !
work with the utmost thoroughness. .

10. This is the sole way in which she can lay the foundatio
of the new family, in which the whole of the members.
united by their common striving towards a at goal; this
the sole way in which she can create conditions under Wil
family ties do not distrac‘ h beings from social actV
but help them to develop all the“ﬁoi;cu and capabilities enab
them to devote themselves to bui b‘i;up the new social syste

11: Parti¢ipation in general public activity, intellectual
and practical work for the organisation of public life, art
sole means of making the woman worker into a really ste
fast and active meinber of the Party, ready to fight for
convictions, and able to apply these for the transformation
the existing capitalist system into a commitnist system.

To the CP. of Jugosiavia!

The 11I. International Conference expresses its deepest
'8 pntl:{v and sorrow to the women comrades of the ju?h’vian
" munist Party for the brutal murder of comrade Lubitsch
(a woman weaver) in a prison in Jugoslavia in April of this
yéar. The Conference declares, in the name of millions of
working women of the West and of the East, that every drop
‘of the blood of the best of the working class which has been

shed will be revenged in the hour when the workers’ army
every country has won the victory.

Down with the executioners of the working class!

Eternal glory to the fighters for the emancipation of
working class! :

Long live the victorious communist revolution'

—
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