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The Labour Party Conference an Unreal
Assembly. .,

By Harry Pollitt (London).

The 24th Annual Conference of the Labour Party was held
in an atmosphere of unreality and emotiopalism. It was clear
from the commencement that the delegates and the Execative
were dominated by the political crisis, and that any attempt at
facing the real fundamental issues that confront the workers, and
which, if faced, would have resulted in strong criticisms of the
Government, would be suppressed.

In Mr. MacDonald’s opening speech there was no attempt
to give an analysis of the ecomomic and political situation that
we lind ourselves in, and what are the next steps 1o face. Nothing
but platitudes and high- ing, and above all, under all the
bravado, a strong feeling of personal pique runni all the time.
That Mr. is surely the most ing figure in
the British Labour Movement, so far as the official type of

ates are concerned, was seen in the slavish adulation that
was lavished on his every sentence and gesture. If the working
masses think they are ever going 1o smash their oppressors by

and high moral talks and ideals, they are in for

some sad disappointments. E ially when these things are only
the cloak under which capitalist rule is still being carried on.
MacDonald’s letter to Zaghtul Pasha, and his adopting of the
Experts’ ¢ are the real guides to what MacDonaldism

means in action, not in phrases.

election dominated the whole conference

! criticism, but
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the Party could carry still further the policy of Liberahising the\
Party, and making it easier 1o appeal to the petty-bourgeoisie and
renegade liberals, by throwing out of the Party the only real
revolutionary forces in (reat ritain.

This issue thus became the main question at the Conference.
The debate was the best | have yet heard at any conference, Of
course, it was known that the Communists were going to be ;
defeated, so Mr. MacDonald very astutely let the debate have '
full rein. The discussion took place on the foilowing recommen-
dations of the Labour Party Executive.

1. That the ication for affiliation from the Com-
munist Party be refused. %

2. That no member of the Communist Pnrt‘vmnhaﬂ be 34
eligible for endorsement as a Labour candidate Parlia- »
ment, or any Jocal authority.

The Executive would have liked to have gone much farther.
in fact, they would have done, but they were afraid that the
Trade Unions would object. However, a very small local Labour
Party, the Sutton Divisional Labour Party had placed on the
Agenda the following resolution:

“That no member of the Communist Party be eligible
for membership of the Labour Party.”
Nwmunmm-mn«hmwao&m,
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on the report of the Executive Committee. This meant, of course,

, of being accepted, and if any cri-
ticisms were levelled against it afterwards, the Executive would
say it was a conference decision arising out of a resolution placed
on the Agenda by an affiliated organisation,

The result of the debate is, of course, known. We were
defested on all three issues. How that will work out, of course,
remains to be seen. One fact to my nund stands out as clear
as daylight. These decisions represent the first open steps being
taken by the Leader of the Labour Party to exclude Communists,
not only from the Labour Party but irom the Trade Unions as
Labour Party is built up on the besis of the
is it i ible to the Coadnunists
out of the Labour Party. Mr. and Mr. Morrison both
paternal and anxious that we
byways”, to “light lor our
advice comes a liftle slrn:ge 10 a Party
on in every workshop and every Trade
Union branch in this country. And these men know it, and under
the cover of fine phrases they are slowly preparing the way.

But the comments of all the press on these decisions make
interesting readiu‘.‘ The leader writers know that this issue is
not a sham issue. It is the fight for the leadership and direction
‘of the Labour Movement that is at stake. And that f 0
far as both the capitalists and the right-wing Labour leaders are
concerned, can but be i by of exclusion
to the bitter end. The ing two extracts are a clear indication
of what may come, for they only express publicly what the re-
actionaries think privately. .

“For seli-preservation either the Unions wiil folow the

Labour Party in repudiating the Commanists, or they must

xcqihrﬂdnﬁqgm:rlnn@uwiwww

utterly foreign to the objects with which they were created.

The str which on Tuesday is certainly not

finished, it wi
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Or to see the same thoughts more brutally expressed:
“When we perceivé them (the Labour Leaders) actually
emmcmmmmumywmm
disclaimer.”
“The Morning Post”, 8. 10. 1924,
the resolutions took place, it was very
f

on
curious to observe on the first two resolutions, t the bulk of the
ﬁx&uﬁvdtmgmuptdntmo.am
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“With the present mentality of the British electorate,
the adoption of the revolutionary policil of the Communists,
would mean the death of the Labour Party.”

One small other thing, but very significant, the Executive
Commitiee made desperate etiorts to get the eight organisations,
who had resclutions down about court functions and the
flunkeyism of the Labour Mimisters, to withdiaw these reso-
lutions. Unfortunately, they did. but this will give the reader
an idea, of how much the democratic leaders like to hear their

democratic followers express themselves in ther own  demo-
cratic way.
On Thursday morning, came the news of the Government

defeat. “Back again to emotionalism”, was the slogan. Everything
and everybody was cheered. The Confercuce that expelled Tom
Mann, the workers’ fignting leader on the Tuesday, sang “For
he's a iull)’ good feHow™ to Sir Patrick Hastings (the Attorney
General) on the Thursday. Then came Mr. MacDonald. The
Communisis led the way in the singing of the “Red Flag” and
“The Iuternationale”, much to the disgust of many leaders
on the platform, who would have preferred “Lead Kindly Light”.
And so it all ended. The Conference is a machine. It does
not represent the workers. It is dominated by Parliamentar
candidates, Labour Party and Trade Union officials, and intei-
lectuals, all of whom have forgotten the bitterness of the class
struggle. Consequently, the air of unreality, intrigue and com-
omise is ever present. Resolutions are passed without any
intention of trying to mobilise the masses to struggle fo their
realisation. The class struggle is supressed because 1f isn't gentle-
manly,
The Communists are expelled because they are a growing
menace to the present leaders and because their influence among

the masses is rapidly growing. Every day the Commumist issue

in British politics becomes more more the main issue. The
Labour Cagernment who had given the word that the Com-
munists must be expelled will now have had this lesson. We
are not living in 1914, There has been a revolution in Russia,
and that is still supreme. So much so, that it has been found
necessary by the Government to make a Trear with the Soviet
Rusaiay Goveraieni, X '

In Britain there is for the first time, a well disciplined re-
volutionary Party, the Communist Party. Its anti-war propa-
ganda has resulted in the Campbell case.

The shadow of Communism is over the Britisn Labour
Movement.

All efforts fo banish Communism and Communists are bound
fo fail. The good old times of playing at politics are gone.
Revolution has stepped upon the stage.

That is probably why the “great” Labour Conference ended
with the ohzin# of “Auld Lang Syne” instead of the workers’
~ *The 1

niernationale”.

| POLITICS

On the International Situation.
By ]. Stalin

m.mswuag' ol the revoluti
bour Movement of Europe. The
Popularity of the Soviet Union.
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responsible posts stand people who have come from other
parties and who have succeeded at last in breaking with the
social democratic remmants. Thirdly, they- are onted by
such an experienced and slippery as Social Democra-
cy, which still constitutes an immense political power in the
ranks of the working class, Finally, they have such a powerful
ewremy against them as the European bourgeoisie with its tested
state apparatus, with its all-powerful press. To suppose that
such communist parties are in a condition o destroy the Euro-
pean bourgeois order of society overmight is to court bitter dis-
appointment. Therefore the present task lies in making the Com-
munist Parties of the West really bolshevist parties, to forge
them into real revolutionary cadres, which are capable of building
up the whole party practice in the spirit of !5:: revolutionary
education of the masses, in the spirit of preparation for the
revolution.

This was how things stood with the Communist Parties of
the West in the recent past. But in the last six months there has
set in a decided change for the better. The last six months are
noteworthy in the sense that they bring a radical change in the
life of the Communist Parties of the West, in the sense of a
decided liquidation of the social democratic remnants, in the
sense of the bolshevising of the Party cadres, in the sense of
shedding the opportunist elements, What a danger the social
democratic remnant can represent in the Communist Parties, is
clearly shown by the sad experience with the Saxon Workers'
Government, when the opportunist leaders tried to change the
idea of the united front as a means for the revolutionary mobi-
lisation and organisation of the masses into a method of social
democratic parliamentary combination. This was a turning point
which opened the eyes of the Party masses and set them against
the opportunist leaders.

The second question which destroyed the reputation of the
right wing leaders and brought new revolutionar leaders on
scene, was the so-called Russian question, that is, the discussion
in the R. C. P. It is well-known that Brandler’s group in Ger-
many and Souvarine’s group in France decidedly ried the
opportunists o) ition in the R. C. P, against the fundamental
cadres ol the G Py »ﬁ’uinsl their revolutionary majority
This was a challenge to the revolutionary working mass of
the West, which has the warmest sympathy with the Soviet
g:wn and its leader the R. C. P. This was a challenge to the

rty masses and to the revolutionary wing of the Commuaist
It is not to be wondered at, that this
challenge ended with the complete shatteri of the Brandler
and Souvarine groups. It is not 1o be wondered at, that this
affair found an echo in all the other Communist Parties of the
West. If one also adds ‘l’: '?e(t:o'l)the co::“pkte isolation of the
opportunist tendency in t . C. P, one a complete A
1§';OV. Congress of the Comintern confirmed the victory of the
revolutionary wing in the important sections of the Comintern.

There is mo doubt that the miistakes of the opportunist
leaders have played a very important role in the speeding up
of the bolshevisation of the Communist Parties of the West, but
it is no less cerfain that other deep causes have also been at
work: i ¢ the successful offensive of capital in the last few
years, the deterioration of the conditions of life of the working

unemployed, x

Parties of the West.
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many millions upon which the modern capitalist order of society
15 sug\r)ned.

M course there exist, alongside with the Amsterdam re-
actionary unions revolutionary unions which are affihated to the
Profintern. But in the first place there i1emains within the
Amsterdam Federation a considerable part of the revolutionary
unions who do not wish to cause a split in the trade union mo-
vement and who submit to its discipline and in the second
place the Amsterdamers still represent the majority of the
workers in the important countries of Europe (England, Francé,
Germany). It must not be forgotten that Amsterdam embraces
no less than 14 million workers organised in Trade Unions. To
cherish the notion that it will be possible to win the dictatorship
of the proletariat against the will of the millions of workers,
means to be cruelly deceived, to forsake the ground cf Leninism
and to condemn oneself to inevitable defeat. The task is there-
fore to win these millions for the revolution and for communism,
to free them from the influence of the reactionary trade union
bureaucracy, or at least to succeed in getting them to take up
a friendly neutral attitude towards communism.

This is how the matter stood until recently. But within the
last few months things have begun to change for the better. The
home of the seli-absorbed reactionary trade unions is England,
which was once the industrial capitalist master of the world
market. The loss of this monopolist position is connected with
the development of financial capitalism, which is characterised
by the struggle of a series of the greatest countries for colonial
monopoly. It must also not be forgotten, that the war has consi-
derably shaken the production of Europe. It is well known, that
the total production of Europe amounts to not more than 70%
of pre-war production. Hence the limitation of production and
the successful offensive of capital against the working class,
Hence the decrease in wages, the actual abolition of el
hours’ day and a series of unsuccessful defensive strikes, which
have once more shown the treachepy of the trade union bureau-
cracy to the working class. Hence the enormous unemployment
and the growth of the dicontent of the workers in the reactionary
trade unions. Hence the idea of the*united frout in the economic
struggles of the working class, and the scheme for combining the
two trade union Internationals into a united International, which
shall be capable of organising the defence against capital.

The speeches of the reformists at the Vienna Congress of
the Amsterdam International (June 1924) on the negotiations
with the Russian unions, and the appeal of the ngh'nh Trade
Unions at the Trade Union Congress (beginning of September
1024) for the unity of the trade unions are only the expression
of the growing pressure of the masses on the reactionary trade
union bureaucracy. The most noteworthy fact in all this is that
it is precisely English Unions, which represent the strong):ld of
conservatism and the essential core of Amsterdam, which took
the initiative for uniting the reactionary and revolutionary trade
unions. The appearance of left elements in the English Labour
movement is the surest sign that all is not right with Amsterdam,

Many people believe that the campaign for the trade union
unity is necessary just at the present time because left elements
red in Amsterdam, which must absolutely be supported
with all power and with all means. That is incorrect, or more
exactly, only partially correct The fact of the matter ig — the
communist parties of the west are becoining wass organisations,
are changing into bolshevist parties, and with the grow of
the discontent among wider sections of workers, are a
the seizure of power, so that while it is clear that the prole:nrhu

revolution is I:,iu near, it is at the same time eviden
ov

it is impossible erthrow the bourgeoisie, without hav
m&mndmwxmmmamﬁmqmm
that it is i to win the dicta without

captured this geois citadel in Amsterdam for the revolution.
But to do this by one-sided work from without is impossible.
This end can only be obtained at the given moment by a com-
tion of work from within and from without in the directic
m;
il ;

e line of unity I fhe trade
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the actual unity of the trade un??.

last
uedy::’encirck the German revolutionary workers.

If a comr:’ry. p‘(ﬂ):;%beu
there repetition what occurred in T
in Oac':lnb; \.lhcu the left Levi-group was successfully

ol popularity of the Soviet

Umion bourgeois states. Perhaps one
the surest sign of the failing security of the “pacifist-democra-
?t‘r im"iﬁhcu ct that the influence and re

tion mwmumwamthewoqkiumofm
and the Fast are not ouly not weakening, but on the cognrar);
are growing from year toyur.trommomhiomh. It is no

question of the Soviet Union receivi
geois states. In it
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e bjected masses have sympathy with the Soviet
ﬁ:’lr(l:l brel;u:,u ey see in it an ally for liberation from mq);
rialism. Therelore the &r‘owth of the international ;:uop'uhr::‘v‘he
the Soviet power signifies a growth of hatred on the part
subject peoples olutf: whole world for imperialism. -

There is little doubt that these three kinds of hatred w;‘
pot serve to consolidate the " pacifist-democratic regime*
Mﬁnie‘:‘wd:;rm‘-o the United States Minister for Forﬂ%:
Affairs, the “pacifist” and lollower of Koltschak, Hughes, ma
a fascist declaration against the Soviet Union, There is m)‘:udouhtbe
that Hughes is envious of Poincaré’s 'hﬁrcls. It can hardly
doubted, however, that the “fascist-pacifist” declaration of H "
will only result in the further strengthening of the influence a ]
reputation of the Soviet Union among the working masses
= #m :l:ﬂgw fundamentai facts which characterise the pre-
sent international situation.

e

Why was the Rising in Georgia Necessary ?
By Karl Radek.

ve more than once had the opportunity of observing
howwt;eubmrgtds ess can lie, and we had imagined that
there could be no further surprises in store for us in this
line. But when daily war bulletins ngptued in foreign news-
papers during the two weeks ending 17. September, w reports
on the fall of Tiflis, Batum, etc, and on bloody struggles 3
Baku, efc., we began to ask what could be the meaning of
this. There are foreigners in Tiflis, there are foreign consuls
in residence there, we are no longer living in times of inter-
vention and blockade, when nobody abroad was in a position to
i of the extent of their mendacity. But at last, on 18. ch
tﬁgf. the so-called Ceorgian embassy in Paris announced
the world that the great rising of t Georgian people was
over. The “Daily T%‘ph”, which had taken active part in
the propagation of all t lies as to an extensive insurrection,
now an article m:‘m::‘ “Treacheh“ 1021 gd tl;:reovl;‘),cuartnon'.
hich d ti B et '
to thhth:ai:"‘fnhe article is however in itself a ‘reﬁh
i 3 of the English Foreign Office

v

ght invention. The an
writes to the following effect.

“ vents in Caucasia are typical for conditions
bothThle!u:B: and for Soviet methods. The information
which we have now received from trustworthy sources shows
that the news on the success of the rmnq‘ in Georgia
has been ex:g;ulted, and that the Boisheviki, themselves
have spread this false news (!). Ever since the independence
of the Georgian Republic was annihilated by the Red Army,
Moscow has been expecting the day lo come of which
Georgia would rise to win its freedom. When the Bol-
lhcvifinexpect an insurrection, they attempt — and are
often successful — in provoking the movement into activity
belore it is ripe, so that the adversary's forces have not
i adequate organisation.
'm‘lf'; Georgian p‘atriou, who fled to Euro “before the
red forces, established their yarters in Paris, maintai-
ned communication with their native country, and ener ot
cally gathered together men and money for the pu_ll:pooe
a general insurrection against their oppressors. The Tsceheka
in Tiflis, which possesses sections all over the Caucasus,
exaggerated the success of these preparations, in order
imﬁeiuwuﬁol(hqr Wki::ionﬂ:olw
of the insurrection. s Onrg
where there were none in A
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tion that the Soviet government itsell prepared the insurrection
in order to show how powerful it is, Nobody ing the least
grain of common sense believes this. But it is of importance to
note the admission that the organisatory centre ol the Georgian
insurrection is in Paris, and the second admission that the risi

has proved to be weak and of brief duration. The whole tale o
the provoked acceleration of the rising by the organs of the
I'scheka merely serves to explain why the rising proved so weak.
In this manner one of the leading organs of English imperialism
acknowledges that the whole talk about a mighty national rising,
and about a three weeks struggle in Georgia, was pure invention.
We must wait and see what the press of the 1. International
has 10 say 10 this confession on the part of an important English
organ, a newspaper which receives its information from the
sources of the Englsh Foreign Office and English espionage.

The Plans of the Georgian Mensheviki.

Since the Georgian rising was uot the outbreak of the
dissatisfaction of a people, but was organised from a centre, the
question arises: for what purpose did the Georgian Mensheviki,
living in Paris and sending Dshugeli and others to organise
the nsurrection, need the rising?

The whole international situation, and the methods employed
for carrying on the insurrection, give the answer to this question.
In England a part{ belonging to the Il. International has secured
the government. This government has been obliged, under the
pressure exercised by the English working masses, 10 acknowiedge
the Soviet Union unconditionally, without wasting one word on
Georgia. In France the government is in the hands of the left
bloc, and is dependent upon the support of the social demo-
crats. Messrs Jordania and Zeretelli furned with fears in their
eyes to their patrons Macdonald and Renaudel: Have you for-
sgtten us? Can you not do something for us? What could Mac-

nald and Renaudel reply? In Georgia everything was quiet,
there was no sign that the Georgian workers and peasants had
any idea of rising in an attempt to overthrow the Bolsheviki.

M. Jordania decided to supply proofs that a “struggle for
i c¢”' really was going on in Georgia. just bjore the
League of Nations conference, before the second phase of the
negotiations on the loan, and before the negotiations between
France and the Soviet Union, was chosen as the most suitable
moment. The calculation was very simple: The Bolsheviki would
not venture to act with their customary energy. fearing to in-
jure their international position. The leaders ol the Cieorgian
Mensheviki, calculating on the irresolution of the Bolsheviki,
hoped to attain their oijecl. despite the known weakness of their
decaying party.

What was the object which they pursued? They could not
hope to overthrow the Soviet power with their own unaided
forces. They decided to take Fosaessiou of a few remote corners,
without entering into actual fighting, They themselves were
neither able nor willing to attack important centres, and hoped
that the Bolsheviki would be equally unable to resolve upon an
attack upon them. They had correspondents in Trapezunt, com-
missioned with the task of nforming the whole world that there
were two governments in Georgia. ! Id and Herriot would
then imtervene. This whole soap hubble burst, for this action
received no support from the masses of the people, and the
Bolsheviki showed no inclination to play at negotiations, but
preferred to act.

How was theGeorgian Rising Utilised by the English Bourgeoisie?

” Anonewbomwtmgrugdthcobject'oithedh-
graceful lies spread abroad by the ‘nglish and Fremch press
onthemmgxn&«'gi:nhonidmnadmekad'q(orm
of English tmﬁrialima. We have before us the “Times” of
18. . Thi i against the loan. One half
of the article deals with the loan, the second half with Georgia.
What counection exists between the loan and Georgia? This is
The article states that Georgia was the em-
ishes of Mr. and of Messrs

agreement on the loan in Parliament? Thus the “Times” laments

and questions. We read the “Daily Telegraph” of 20. ember.

The adiuf article is entitled: “ Georgian lesson”. We

to study the lesson. But again the subject mainly dealt with is

not that of the title, but loan. But towards the end of this

article against the Russian loan we find an appeal to MacDonald:
“English money must not be used for financing bestial

and bloody campaigns, such as that which is now

Cieorgian liberty in blood. Within a week MacDonald has to

speak. We once more call upon him to study this question,

for he knows more about it than anyone else. He was in

Georgia when it began to build up its magnificently deve-

loping and splmduﬂ y managed state, full of pride in its

newly-gained liberty. He was full of enthusiasm and con-
fidence in the future of Georgia. Three years ago he pro-
tested in glowing terms againgt the unheard of crime,
against the subjection by force of arms. It is his duty
to tell us what security he is able to offer us that our
money is not used for such undertakings. He must tell
us what feelings are now aroused in Eim by the orgy
of pogroms and murders in Georgia®).”

It is easy to comprehend the ends objcctivel) served by the
Georgian Meunsheviki. They wanted to utilise “pacifist” -
rialism for the attainment of their own aims, but now it
comes more than evident that their blood has served imperialism
without any pacifist coverings. The Enrish capitalists are
endeavouring to destroy the loan agreement, in order to
the ficancial blockade for the }'rurpose of forcing upon iet
Russia the denationalisation of industry, the abolition of the
foreign trade mtmopol{". and the payment of the old Czarist debts.
The petty bourgeois blockheads dream of utilisin imrefhlhm
for their own ends, but invariably prove themselves the blind
tools of imperialism. ,

The imperialist social democratic press raises a tremendous
outcry over the blood which has been shed in Georgia, But this
blood is upon the heads of imperialist Enlghud and France,
on the heads of the gentlemen of the Il. International. When
substantiating his resolution on Georgia at the League of Nations
conference, M. Paul Boncour, memgr of the Il Iaternational
made the very characteristic statement: CGeorgia has rvisen, .d
we, the league of Nations, are bound to reply, if only 2 a
sesture.  Yes, for the CGeorgian Mensheviki, Lou by
oreign leaders, the League of Nations will surely find a
But this gesture will have to bring in for the
and French bankers and industrialists, for the whole of
outcry over Georgia has but one single end in view: The
workers are exercising pressure on the English government, and
demanding a loan for Soviet Russia. The English press therefore
raises its outcry over Soviet brutalities in Georgia in order to
sow confusion in the ranks of the English workers, and to
weaken their pressure on MacDonald.

This is the reply to the question why the rising in Georgia
was necessary. But the gentlemen managing the English impe-
rialist press have this time woven a mustake info their
of untruths, They are obliged to acknowledge that there
been no rising in (icorﬁ. but a putsch organi in Paris,
and they have shown their hands remarkably soon, and de-
monstrated with remarkable candour that the bloodshed in -
ia was for them a necessity, as a means for frustrating
ﬁuuiau loan. The truth about Georgia is not a blow against
Soviet Union, but against the bloody bandits of English im-
perialism, who are now shedding crocodile’s fears over the
Cieorgian victims who have acted as their tools.

The Position and the Tasks of the German

Communist Party. :
By Arthur Rosenberg (Berlin). o
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pot excluded, however, that even in the course of this winter
or pext spring, the uncertainty of rditical and economical con-
cause ou':xlaorpowutonuenpn:‘ng

it would be foolish to count with certaty on
an event. It is precisely in OGermany that the absolute correctness
is shown of the analyses and outlook which the V. World Coun-
set forth. The C. P. of Germany must prepare for both
It must be ready to intervene at any time in strufgles
power at the head of the proletarian masses, as well as
class conscious proletariat together in a long period

and prepare it for the decisive struggle.

transition period of the character which we have ai
t in Germany has, of course, certain dangers for a
miﬁ .'l’hereh the danger of an opportunist move
towards the right, but there is also the danger of getting lost in
a phrase-making and seeming radicalism, which is at bottom
t as apgununut. It is just in the present dilficult period
the C. P. of Germany there is shown what tremendous pro-
great of the P il cad e rebuilding
ori the Party an ing
by ghmu.humnmdinﬂnprmicalmtm
the . C. P. Six months have gone
e o siuiion within tbe

a reasoned n new situation withi
'chavelmwdutﬂuh_ has ounly one
is the Mmb‘r been made wi
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and we can say at t that all important ob-
been overcome. Certainly has come up
of disguised who under the
m.ﬁw they could make
German C. P. for their organisation.

;
ffg

n end

roup announced open rebellion against the Party resolutions in
) fhe rade Unioanuettiou, the central committee replied by
expelling Weyer and Schumacher. .
The influence of the Weyer group on the workers of Berlin
is ‘quite insignificant. It is characteristic that the only one of
the independent Berlin Unions which possesses '“M“L"‘W
the masses, the Free Railway Union, is entirely with the Party
in the campaign for trade union unity. Behind Weyer and Schu-
macher stand single groups of miners, tailors and a few metal
workers. The most important big industrial district of Berlin,
Wedding, at its meeting of members, expressly .'lpproveq hy
1000 against 20 votes the expulsion of Schumacher and Weyer.
The figures in the other districts of Berlin correspond. Outside
Berlin Schumachery does not xist to any serious extent. I'he
worst that can develop in Berlin from the expulsion of the Schu-
macher group, is the splitting off of perhaps 100 to 200 members.
A loss which is slight against the freeing of the Party from
all syndicalist mischief. Schumacher and Weyer are characteristi-
cally carrying on an anti-bolshevist hunt and are joining up
with certain “left radical” theoreticians who reject Leninism in
its conception of the peasant question, the question of nationalities
and of imperialism. But this combination only shows the more
clearly that we have here to deal with an openly anti-revolu-
tionary group whose expulsion from the Party can only be
welco
The class-conscious workers know from long years of ex-
perience that he who raises the cry: free from oscow! 1s only
an agent of counter-revolution. The German C. P. is firmly and
steadily following the way indicated by the V. World Congress
and the Frankfurt Party Conference: no concession however
small to the democratic-pacifist wave, to Social Democracy or
parliamentary swindly. At the same time indefatigable work for
the organisation of the masses for the revolution and the refusal
of all tendencies which would anunull this work among the
masses. Neither the Brandler gﬂky. nor the Schumacher policy
but the Lenin policy. That is the task of the German Communist
Party.

HANDS OFF CHINA

A Blow at World Imperialism in the

Far East.
By M. Mikhaylov (Moscow).

Up to the most recent times the Chinese-Eastern Railway
for; a basis for international counter-revolution. It was
here that both during and after the revolution many Russian
aristocrats and bourgeois fled. It was here that preparations
were made for intervention. Harbin, the seat of the administrat-
ion, as well as the whole stretch of ag':)ining country included
in the original concession of the inese-Eastern Railway,
remained ug_to the most recent time a maTbold of white
guardists. This is why the transfer of the railway to a joint
administration by the Soviet Union and China as well as the
arrest of the former Mapaging Director of the railway,
Ostroumov, and of his accomplices General Gondath and
Mikhaylov, who was at one time Finance Minister to Koltchak,
belore all constitute a heavy blow at foreign counter-revolution;
the white guardists are already fleeing from the railway in 2l
directions. At the same time the agressive plans of three
tx\uwg powers: America, France amd Japan, who were
endeavouring to seize hold of the railway — in imperialist
terminology, 10 “internationalise” it — have receveid an eflective
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Taking advamtage of the fact that Soviet Russia was occupied  metres. The great importance of the realisation of the agreement
with the liquidation of the intervention. this Bank claimed to s also showxgl in that it puts an end to the imperialists making

be the owner of the railway, and in 1920 concluded an agreement
with the Chinese Governmeni, according to which the Bank
appointed five members of the admimstration of the Railway
amd the administration ol the railway was carried on by the
Russo-Asiatic Bank along with the (?inucsc Goverumment.

The Washington Conderence made China responsible in the
event of the latier's unon-fullilment of her obligations 10 the
foreign shareholders, bondholders and creditors of the Chinese-
Eastern Railway. This decision shows quite clearly that in 1021
the powers were striving to obtain “rights” over the railway,
while actually only two countries were really concerned with
the railway: the Soviet Union and China.

The whole activity of the Russo-Asiatic Bank with regard
to the rallway was carried on in opposition to the interests of
the Soviet Union and China. In 1922 the administration of the
Chinese-Eastern Railway concluded an agreement with the
(Japanese) South Manchurian Railway, according to which al!
goods-traffic was 10 be sent via Dairen and not via Viadivostok,
although the Viadivosiok route is considerably shorter (180 kilo-
metres) than the Dairen route. The hostility of the administration
of the Fastern Chinese-Eastern Railway towards the Soviet Union
found expression in the fact that the administration took into
its service white-guardists such as General Gondatti, the former
tsarist Governer of the Amur district; Mikhaylov, the ijormer
Finance Minister to Koltchak; General Aphanassyev etc., while
it supported the white guardist press and incited Chinese
authorities against the citizens and institutions of the Soviet
Union. But at the same time the activity of the old administration
of the Railway was directed against the interests of China,
General Gondaiti, who was at the head of the land department
of the railway, conceded, under very easy ferms, to Japanese
concessionaires plots of land situated at various strategical
points of Northern China.

Quite recently the old administration, anticipating its speedy
demise, was preparing to conclude an agreement with Japan
thmugh the intermedition of the Transport Company “Kokusy-
Unso”. If this agreement had been carried out, Japan would have
subordinated to ieﬂelf the entire transpogt of uria, linking
it up with the ocean transport of the largest Japanese navigation
companies. If one adds to this that Japan in recent years strongly
increased her economic influence in Manchuria — investing in it
300 million ven in industrial undertakings alone — it becomes
clear that the conclusion of the agreement between “Kokusy-
Unso” and the administration of the Chinese-Eastern Railway
would have finally confirmed the economic influence, as well as
the political influence of Japan in Northern China.

Simultaneously with the negotiations with the “Kokusy-
Unso” a large delegation of representatives from the Japanese
State Railways, from the Ministry of Transport and the War
Offfice, in the course of two weeks made a tour of the whole line,
making itself acquainted with the workshops, rolling stock and
the work of the adminisiration efc. . )

Finally, the recent tour of the whole line b the United

iti ied by many of the
jeneral Staff, bears witness to the fact that the
foreign powers intended 0 take advantage of the absence of any
measures connecied with the realisation of the agreement between
the Soviet Union and China of the 31st May last regarding the
Chinese-Eastern Railway. e

The agreement concluded on the 3ist ast
Chinese Central Government and the Soviet Union

isions i Chi

use of the railway as a basis for interventions and oounter-

rc\'olutkmarr actions against the Soviet Union.
isation of the agrement will be of no less importance

The rea
to China.

ECONOMICS

Economics and Economic Policy in the
First Half Year of 1924.

By Eugen

Varga.

VIL
The United States of America (con!inued),
Foreign Trade.

During the period of this report, foreign trade in the
United States has developed as follo

Imports
December 1923 288.1
January 1024 205.0
February 332.5
March 320.0
April 3244
May 3029
June . 2110

1853.0
. half year 1023 . . 2087.6

These figures give an excellent survey of the

LEH

place in the economic situation of the United States.

surplus of 142 million dollars in the

Exports  Export surplus
Million dollars

4208 138.7
305.2 99.6
300.1 33.0
3307 19.0
340.9 224
3349 320

we W00
2089.8 200

Import surplus

10455 142.1
’n

first half of 1

an export surplus of 220 million dollars in the first half year

of 1924, This chan
the economics of t

The Position of the Working Class.
The economic statistics of the United States — in so far as

these are of interest to the capitalists - are
exemplary manner. But on the other hand if is
to obtain any reliable figures as to the position of the

cannot fail to have exercised influence upon
other countries of the world.

in an
t difficult

;

class! Except in the state of Massachusetts, no statistics are
kept on unemployment. Nor, is there any unemployment benefit.

Thus we are able to read in the American papers

still no great unemployment! For instance:

down or part woddn% in

This same
Ministry of L
workers to be as follows:

0% higher than 1923
84%

"

ms .
“At the present time real w

“they have ever been in the

of this statement was recently
leader.” (*Journal of

w1017
w 1913

are considerably
of the

that there is

lly involved in the closing
o S

iodical, referring to statistics issued by the
r, declares th‘:gpmmt wages of or -
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increasing extent, maintains chronic unemployment
efc.

immigration have

for limiti
tion of the working class of recent years. In
we attempted to explain this pokze-— which
directly opposed to the interests of the capitalist
by h‘d:ol the South, who do not

athered around Gompers.

Bankers’ Association, the regulations

H
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cessation of the
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ehiell
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made even stricter. This
yuhoh stream of immigration

complement to this policy
steps

plan and the London confirence take the first

i rlin, and excluded from all p ibility of rea-
ding - o";l':n&udal it is extraordinarily mm to form any

economic developmen
dmmmua lish la

t of Japan. The Japanese news-

are by no means re-

Eﬁ: these mlyhmduﬂamso{m oup
of qu.i:h or A‘::mn financers, or merely reflect mmjriﬂl‘vl
views of the Japanese government. We can thus only cautiousl)

the general
has

Y “m'urmwﬁclﬁlmﬁoﬂdwﬂ
During ;’” P aad ‘This is attvibuted i m\tﬂl to the
catastrophe. But it seems to us that ea

rthquake

merely released the spring. The worsening of the g 1o

s mainly

H

scale
follows:

H

Monthly average 1913 .
do’ 923 .
do ry 1924 .
ebruary .
April .
May . . ..
The relations between expor

improve. But
bual&:tﬁ.mld&l

which had maintained approximate

. The rate of
follows (Fed.

| B
Ry

T
:

R e Rl

. adverse balance of foreign
- g ‘:m:'g% for rmtruﬁond::
here playing a ive role. The foreign trade

B Expom

sumption

(ln million yemn)

005 524
160.0 150.4
2140 110.7
2040 105.4
3110 1204
248.0 148.0
230 176.0

;,;.dwsbowamdmcy
is still ver

the dillerence is xiony Japanese currency,

‘:‘upﬁty_nlml

reat, and it is only

the yen in relation to the
Bulletin):
4985

intai strict
-y, the Japanese central note bank maintains a very
g?:;f:‘ }yéucf cj'u: after the receipt of the American loan. Tu?e
is thus much hampered. After the earthquake, enormous quanti-
ties of restoration materials were ordered for Japan, a' :
market being assumed, and now there is a superfluity ol haeme
materials. Tﬁe shipping companies energetically demand that
merchants empty the over-filled warehouses In many cases goods
have been sent back. English exm(;:’rsb::nde:g mﬁ‘mt
the hope of doing iness,

t)(:‘erjia‘:::l]e’ :3 sell 1hc!se and have been forced to sell them ;I:'e‘-
where. The intercst on trade bills is very high and credit diffi-
cult 10 obtain. '

It is interesting 10 note that Japan, 100, possesses adv“ow\cs
of an inflation icy. In an artic's published by the *Japan
Chronicle” of 7. June, a business man-ol Osaka, hhtn;o, dumnd_ tiosn
the release of gold export. He emphasises that the depreciatior
of the Japanese currency has increased exports. Should the j:l{):-
lese yen fall to 30 cents, this should rather be welcomed than
lrcgretytcd since it would offer excellent possibilities for the im-

ot of ex trade etc. _
prov[?:::mic m‘:ir:timls have quite ruien::) t:“’"?" even i;’;)r::
i ! the American cr
in Japan, a result of the extension o K. e cxitn
1 ort of silk and silk goods plays a decisi ,
l'(::n !“h.e le})::\oerm;d: of Japan. Ame;‘lca is lh't‘.‘ best (;:;su:::es: l‘(:
silk i try, for America is known o !
g;" J:ip‘tnh:*wélr'l:':lﬁ?: ;’ymductiml. The acute crisis in ,-\m.en‘ca
ha/“ reatly lessened the consumption of silk. “The present crisis
phseng)meni are most conspicuously noticeable in Japan in the
textile industry. Foreign markets stagnated some months ago,
and home trade does not by any means aﬂo;r(ih suiﬁcnel{n ;:;::cr:d
1 the spinning and weaving mills ... The greatly uced
:.-‘::oyof :Il p:extiag articles is opposed by a mxmdcr:ll?l‘il l:‘o
creased import of raw materials and manufactures ... Hi fered
the profitability of the Japanese cotton factories was guara(l:u'l"
by the favourable markets of the Far East, eap;;ma:lznoiln "::;:
; i i not demanded. But e i
wwhere .r:}z;r.or s Av:':snow being put upon quality. The
Eutenf countries are erecting their own textile manufactories,
and foreign competition especially from lhebUmted S’:)ayt? ﬂw
is growi by year. Japan no longer enjoys |
‘:dvga:::g':%i gmrut;rhgaurr and long workiqg‘d hours, ‘:)nd‘ '1‘: ine::\ug
i eloped try for -
in a high degree the lack of a deve industry £ e g
textile machinery ... In order to secure _
::?l'x: (:{arimu spinning mills in Shanghai have' surledl;hqgg
own manufactories. (Industry and Trade Journal. 3. June A.

Thus Japan's present position and future prospects are alike
somewhat discouraging. This is the reason why Janan .h. gresr;
sive foreign policy has become r:ulde‘li'"o:hiatm;\l:’:;nﬁd to“::le
i inuing her naval armaments, s aly
;:rocl?:‘t:a‘::(‘)‘:nngi Japanese immiﬁral‘x:i\. into theml‘,/‘:l‘n:ee)i St;‘tceswlzl);)l:

this despite the indignant a | :
Y:;er:e'se pf::d ~ and e'ven rejected the idea of boycotting Ame.
rican goods. Such an action would have been exmed:nglyhedm‘wo
ing to Japan, in view of the financial relations between t -
founiries and Japan's dependence on America as a silk market.
Japan is now concentrating her efforts on extending her s%
of influence on the Asiatic continent by peaceful n?n‘l'lussia
attempts at resumption of normal relations with Soviet
are an indication of this.

The Other Countries Over-Seas, .
i ir _capacit duﬂ«l‘ of foodstufis and raw malerials,
‘h:v'ehes‘:xlcred lr!)m the prices of these articles — with the
exception of textile raw materials. oo
Canada’s economic life is so closely bound up wi ;
the United S'hm that its economic prosperity rises and falls with
America’s. Thus we see Canada an
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settlers so extensively supported by the Enﬁ!is't: (g!o»_ermnc:;; on
igh duties, and can

the other hand, industr

is protected by
scarcely compete with

uropean industry.

We have no reliable material at our disposal enabling us

lo report on the economic situation in the South American and
Asiatic countries. To judge by their rates of currency exchange,
these countries appear to be suffering less from the international
COONOMNC Crisis. rise in the price of silver in the world’s

markets indicates an improvement of economic conditions in
India and China.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT
The Strike of the Miners in Belgium.

It is now almost two months since the strike of the miners
broke out in the Borinage district. But still the end is not in
sight, as the courageous determination of the strikers to repel
the attack of the employers remains undintinished. But also on
the side of the employers there is to be seen o indlination to

ive way. They have stacked up huge stores of coal and there-
ore believe that they have time on their side. The

will not
abandon their inention of reducinﬁowag\s by 10%. the 2nd
of October the mine owners of the rinage district again decided

at their Conference in Mons not to depart from their demand
for a reduction of wages

On the other hand, the miners at their last conference in
Hornu on the 3rd of October unanimously adopted a resolution
in which they take note of the refusal of the employers to sub-
mit the case to an arbitration court, and call upon the Trade

union commission to show a greater measure of solidarity with
the fighting miners.

The ﬂbou.ﬁ: of the trade union bureaucrats is still goircxﬁ
on as before. They put difficulties in the way of collections whi
have been spontaneously taken up throughout she whole country
by the members of the various miners organisations, and
especially sabotage the handing over of the money thus collected
o the revolutionary orgamisation “Chevalier de Travail”
(Knights of Labour) which numbers a considerable minority of
the strikers in its ranks.

The solidarity of the revolutionary organisations abroad is
expressed in various forms. The miners organised in the
French C. G. T. U, which is affiliated to the R. 1. L. U., have
declared themselves ready to enter upon a solidarity strike. The
International Workers Relief has already rendered elp and has
in the first place provided food 1o the miners of Rieu-du-Coeur
— where the strike broke out on the 24th of June (that is nearly
four months ago). | he distribution of the food which is carried out

i regard o the umion o which the workers belong, is
counter-acting the sabotage of reformist bureaucrats mentioned
above, and is giving an impressive demonstration of the united
front in this severe and important struggle.

———e.

To the Clerks and Civil Servants of all

Countries!
Comrades:

.Memauhvgﬂ:“b\b‘ol&cmluhz
national demonstrated their splitting tendencies,
tmwm&cwahud‘nﬁ& .
wnﬁndm.Thymmwmm&mpﬁw

officials are respectively affiliated to the Postal and Transport
Workers' Internationals; their | ming the new International
would mean a split of the Inernationals of Post and
Iransport Workers, it would mean the separation of the
civil servams from the workers aud clerks, it would mean the
lurther destruction ol the united front of all the toilers.

I'he new International is to include also a part of the
teachers' organisations. The Amsterdamers and their ageat,
Falchenberg thus wish 10 realise their long cherished plan: to
break the revolutionary Paris International (l)Y Tea 5.

The new International is intended 1o prevent the creation of
Industrial Internationals and to divide the civil servants and the
workers: The splitting policy is perfectly evident,

Comrades, Civil Servants, Clerks, Workers of the World!

Protest against this new attempt of the reformists to imjure
your interests, to bring further dissension into your ranks! Not
Separation from the Workers, but Closer Unity with them for the
Successful Struggle Against Capital, this is our Slogan.

In oppositon to the Amsterdamers’ splitting policy we raise
our slogans:

Unions of railway officials, join the transport Workers’
Internatiomal!

Unions of postal officials, join the Postal Workers' Iuter-
vational!
Teachers, join the Paris luternational of Teachers!

Government Employees, join the Clerical Workers’ lafer-
national!

Close up your ranks. Join the working class! Only together
with it will you be able to defend your interests!
Down with the new split among the toilers!

Hail the united front of all the Government Employees, of all
the clerks and Workers for the joint struggle against plunderous

capital!
International Propaganda Comitfee of
. Revolutionary Clerical Workers.
D. Antoshkin,
Secretary.

FASCISM ]

The Crisis in Italy in Ripening.

By Ruggiero Grieco. (Rome.)

Without having accepted any particular Dawes Plan, Ita;
is also a sphere of financial influence of the United States. With
the entry of the United Staates into the war, ltaly sheltered the
Y. M. C. A. which, provided with great resources, made itself at
home in the war zone and in the most i rtant towns in. Italy,
The Y. M. C. A, which is a sort of spiritual advence of
the American hnanciers, followed the tins of conserved rabbit,
frozen meat and the corn. To-day the Sinclair Company, the great
American petroleum trusi, is coming to the fore, w‘looe most
recent history is linked up with the petroleum scandals, in which
the highest functionaries of the American State were involved.
Haly is therefore sufficiently — Dawesd.

The poltitical indrpea{mce of Italy, which is so vaunted
our nationalists, is therefore nothing else but
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has just roused himsell sufficiently to go to Lausanne, but his
journeys mean the rise of crises at home.

In home policy the crystallisation of the opposing parties
and powers proceeds with B&ulul slowness, The pole::ftc which
the "Civilta Cattolica” (Catholic Community), the organ of the
Jesuits and ihe "Osservatore Romano” (Roman Observer), the
or of the Vatican, on the one side, and the press of the
&ﬁc) People's Party and of the Democratic-Liberals on the
other side, are carrgiq on over the common work of the People’s
Party and of the ists, is continued in a most interesting
way. The fact that the Vatican favours the view that the Fascist
governmgent, whit all its sins, is 10 be instead of an
attempt being made to overthrow it by is connected by
many people with the desire of the Vatican, that the year 1025

A year” shall pass without any social upheavals which
i hcp’bcﬁmcmumdpitgdm.mnhwogwhannt
is reckoned will come to Italy, as it is leared that the failure of the
Catholic festivals might cause a loss of income 1o the Vatican
coffers expected during such mystical occasions.

The polemics over the eventual collaboration oi the People’s
Party and the Socialists may be a threat fo preveat, or to in-
crease the difficulty of the participation of the People’s Party in
the expected violent attack against fascism. But it is quite uncer-
tain whether it will come 10 this mwk.]’hgpmguugmeoiﬁn
opposition, 10 which all anti-fascist coustitutional parties belong
mc People’s Party, the R;ptﬂm Party, the Relormist Party,

Maximalist Socialist Party and few other less important
political groups) is of a very vague character. The ition
parties coutinually t that they are against any m ol
violence and do not to adopt violent methods.

Tbequestbuwhidtthcmdth:hx'xmgqi::e
constitutional opposition ies recur o in again, is the
"bolshevist .mﬁﬂ:wﬂnw&?ueha”hou}t
vist danger® in Italy, which hides i opposition.

sition maimains and even "proves”, that there can be mno
mm . On the comtrary, the opposition parties main-
tain that the Italian Communists in a certain sense work along
with the lascists, in that they support the policy of Soviet Russia
and therefore must be on ith the

little
ng

g!
I

E
3

from the fascist
poet Sem Beuelli,
"l.‘hh!b" alian
- and the

4
I

of the right Liberals who assure it the parliamentary majority,
and continues at the same time its threais against the opposition.
Mussolini's speech to the miners of Monte Amiata, who were
compelled 1o listen to him, reveals the naiveté contained in the
political outiook of Mussolini, who, at the same moment in which
'n an interview with the editor ol the "Giornale d'ltalia“ he
expressed his desire for collaboration, in a public speech threa-
tened the constitutional opposition parties in the commonest ol
barrack-room expressions.

Meanwhile the exchange has deteriorated. While the average
rate for the first hall year of 1922 was 20. | Lire to the Dollar,
the average in the first hall year of 1924 amounted 1o 22.85. In
the last half year 442 Paper Lire corr to 100 Gold Lire
while in the ficst hali year of 1922 100 Paper Lire corresponded
1o 100 Gold Lire. Imports have increased 1o 18 milliards a year,
that is to about 2 milliard more than in 1922. The increase of
yrices corresponds 1o the increase in the rate of exchange.
n 1922 the buying capacity of the Lire was 1892, in 1924 it was
1867 in Japuary, 1841 in February, 18.20 in March, 18.10 in
April, 1830 in May and 18.20 on the average of the first half ol
1924. In the first half of 1924 the surplus of imports over exports
amounted to 2783 million Lire. The price index figure set at
100 on the average, amounted to 543.1 in January 1024, 550.5 in
April, 530.6 in June and 544.9 last July. Of 125 different classes
of goods which were investignled by a financial paper, only 30
have increased less than 200% in price, while 17 have increased
from 200 to 300%, 23 from 300 to 400%, 37 from 400 o 500%,
21 from 500 to 600%, 18 from 600 to 800% and 6 from
800 to 1000%.

The increase of tion is also noticeable, which must
be particularly considered in connection with the results of the
Johnson Bill (the new American immigration law, which now
only permits the immigration of very few Italians. Ed.). On the
31st of December 1921 the figures of the population of ltaly ran to
37,171,084, at the end of 1 they had risen to 37,007,487, at
the end of 1923 to 38,044,441,

All these elements are of importance for the complete under-
standing of the importance and significance of the coming events
in Italy.

IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES

The IL International and its British Section.

By W.N.Clark.

As is known, the Il International does not claim to exercise
any sirict central control over its various sections, but considers
it better 1o leave them free to follow any policy they please which
is calculated 10 preserve the interests of their bourgeoisies. But
there is one thing at least in which the leaders of the Il Inter-
national expcdmﬁleir affiliated bodies to carry on a uniform
policy, and that is in reprd to an unrelenting hatred and
opposition to the Workers' and Peasants’ quﬂnc ol Soviet
Russia. It seems, however, that the ish Labour Party, which
comstitutes one of the main supports of the Labour and Socialist

been foeing the line in this respect of late.
seen in the attitude of the E Labour
prmmtdsthenom“rem_t”in(ho% i has been

'
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at the recent meeting of the Executive. What he writes is of so
much interest that it is worth quoting at some lenght. He states:

“The Russian cloud hung heavily over all the deliberat-
ions of the Executive this week, and mdeed, it found littie
time to discuss anything else. Vandervelde, from the chair,
taking an article from the New Leader as his text, opened
the long debate in a speech which, for all its Iriendliness and
courtesy, was still a protest against the whole attitude of
the British Labour Party. Adler, with scrupulous fairness,
followed in the same sense with illustrations irom the Daily
Herald. 1t was soon clear that we stand in this matter alone.
Few questioned our wisdom in making a Treaty with Russia,
or our right 1o consider the needs ol our own unemployed.
But the tragic case of Georgia was in all our comrades’
minds. News came as we were sitting, that the Socialist
prisoners, marooned in their dismal Arctic prison on Solo-
vietzki Island had started a hunger strike to enforce their
demand for transference to some less rigorous prison on
the mainland. Most of the Sociajist parties of the Continent
are in deadly feud with a formidable Communist opposition,
and behind all these opponents stands Russia. Cramp replied
with the explanation that Communism is so alien to the
British temperament that we in this country may salely
ignore it: he argued powerfully that Russia must not be
isolated, and dwelt on the case of our unemployed. | tried
10 explain 1o our Continental comrades the historical diifer-
ence between their case and ours. For years we were
engaged in a battle with British Imperialism over the
blockade and the intervention. Here was the hottest front
in the class-struggle, and so inevitable and typical is the
cleavage along these lines that Liberals and Tories have
combined to choose this Russian issue for the next election.
We should be mad to mingle attacks on Russia with our
defence of the Treaty. But our attitude is not dictated by
insular calculations. We are following a European policy.
Our aim is to end the isolation of Russia. The danger of
war in the East is not past. We may preach arbitration, but
how, if the Polish or Roumanian danger grew acute, could
we expect Russia to accept the arbitration of the West, if its
peoples, workers as well as middle class, were solid in
their prejudice against her? 1 fear our defence made no
impression. Wels and Longuet were both against us, and,
of course, Abramovitch and Tseretelli.”

Mr. Brailsford informs us further, that a long general reso-
\ution, which the British delegation opposed, was “in the end
withdrawn, and two shorter resolutions carried, which pleaded
jor the prisoners on Solovietzki Island and for the rights of
Georgia. He states in conclusion (italics ours):

“The Russian question threatens to become an obsession
of the International. lts only adequate discussion at this
Executive meeting was of this issue, in which a rival Socialist
force figures as the opponent. The International ought to be
our General Staff, devising and co-ordinating the struggle
against the other forces which one had always supposed to
be enemy — capitalism, Imperialism, and Fascism. For that
side issue on this ironical anniversary it had no leisure.”

In adopting their present attitude towards the Soviet Union,
the leaders of the English Labour Party are, of course, driven
by the logic of events and by the pressure of the working masses,
“ven English bourgeois policy is more or less bound to seek an
wpprochement with Russia, if only as a counter-poise to the
threatened hegemony of France upon the Continent while the
potential possibilities of Russia as a huge market for English
products cannot be disregarded in face ol the critical condition
of British i and the existence of a huge army of un-
employed, In tion to this the English workers, while
minini indifferent to Communist theory, have, ever since the
Russian Revolution, felt an instinctive solidarity with the Russian
workers, This ‘v‘/: My manifested during the critical days

when government appeared bent upon a
"g& the Soviet guwc The storm of indignation which
among the ad the Govern-

in an article which has been published lately: “ln their aversion
to abstract theory, proud ol their practicality, the English often
approach political questions in a direct manner.” Thus, although
the Fnglish workers have not had the somewhat doubtiul ad-
vantage of receiving instruction in Marxian theory from two
such “orthodox Marxians”, for instance, as Karl Kautsky and
Otto Bauer, they are often able to perceive directly where their
class interests lie. 1 the Il International wishes completely 1o
undermine its influence with the English workers it cannot do
better than to carry on with its anti-Russian policy.

IN THE COLONIES

Important Political Events in the Near East.

By J. B. (Jerusalem.)

Whilst Messrs. MacDonald and Herriot, in the guise of
newly arisen saviours of humanity, are selling the European
proletariat to American capital, they comsider it superfluous to
adopt any disguise before the colonial peoples. The more
pompous and peace-loving MacDonald’s phrases become regar-
ding the new order aund stabilisation of Europe, the more cynical
and ruthless becomes his policy in the East and the more brutal
become the acts of his colomal officials. None ol the English
governements since the war have been so openly and consistently
imperialisiic and so intriguing and blood-thirsty as the Labour
fovermnenl has been during 1s nine months of office. The last
ew weeks furnish an excellent illustration of this labour policy.

I England was able to show its “strong hand“ to Egypt, as
the recent eveuts in the Sudan have proved, it is not to be
wondered that the backward and feeble States ol the Arabian
Peninsula are receiving much worse treatment. English diplo-
macy consists of a play of intrigues, the diabolical cunning of
which would appear incredible, even to those who are very well
acquainted with British policy and its methods, if it were not
proved by Arabian newspapers, by means of documents and
reports of eye-witnesses.

The tinq}l‘rsh were not content with the rule of El Rikabi
Pacha over Transjordania, whom they had set up as their faith-
ful servant to keep an eye on the Emir Abdallah, who was na
more quite reliable, and endeavoured to find a pretext for the
military occupation of Transjordania. For this purpose ﬂwz sent
Fmir Abdallah “on a visit” to Hedjaz. It then “ha that

El Rikabi Pacha withdrew all his troops from southern
frontier of his kingdom, and dispatched them to the Nori.j'l_hm
there was unrest on the Syrian-Transjordanian frontier. This had
hardly taken place, when “suddenly” a huge body of Wahabits
appeared from the desert and attacked Transjordania,, robbing,
murdering and burning right into the heart of the country.

It is true that Rikabi Pacha was repeatedly warned of the
approaching attack: at the same time no measures of defence
were adopted. Only when the Wahabits stood before the very
E:tes of the capital of Transjordania, did Rikabi Pacha

r help to the head-quariers of the British troops in Palestine
And England did help. In the course of a few hours
areoplanes were on the spot — they came, they saw, they

wered. Leaving behind them 800 killed and wounded,

ahabits retreated into the desert. At the same time the ca
of Transjordania was, for the sake of “greater security”,
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control. There were found in the pockets of
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Wahabits. King Hussein and his
; to flee 1o the sea-port town of
Mshuﬁmmﬁymw&hpnmmﬂ

zouci the lives and property of the English inhabitants” and
in the event of the town been captured by the Wahabits, to pro-
vide a for the king and his lamily.*)

There been put ard as a motive for the attick of

i-Hussein inflvence of the Mohammedan
1 on the other hand, French machinations.

nted out from other sources that after having
: " Transjordania, wishes to “help” in same way the
king ol %wmmu. I any event there are 'mxriab‘st
influences have let lose the expected fracticidal war
n the future develop-

OBITUARY

Anatole France.
By Vicior Serge.

a long life filled with work, enlightened with brilliant
and profound joy, after the lile a sage, which was
as harmonious as his prose, Anatole France has closed
. With him there departs one of the greatesi

bearers of the culture of the XIX. cmmrz who has died, having
outlived the hopes of his time, on the threshold of an infinitely

Anatole Thibault chose that his works should bear the
pame of his native country, and became one of the mosi prominea
tives of French En-war culture, one ol the purest up-
me of Furopean culture before Tannenberg,
the S‘l:r-r Rak. We mourn over a poet

and a culture, over a sage over a magnificient illusion.
Through all his equally clear and over-reiined shades of
Anatole France was a son of his time and of his society.
His was a model of lucidity, in its technigue 1
a8 8¢ thought, penetrated by the clear positivism which
was founded by the philosophers of the 18th Century, clothed
with faultless clegance, the philosophy of a class which had
i point, and havi ured the world also
it, and as it self to be the victor

a4 precise

1871 gu. between the time of the slaughtering of
ris prolefarians and the great war, the French bour-
forty years ol peace reached the summit of

rophe which marked the end of the second
bqo‘ml:thtbkwdonﬂnwallolthcfedcnh

faint. The Third Republic built up its colonial

ire, grew proud of its social achievements, converted Paris
into the most magnificent capital of the capitalist world, where
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dividends appear 10 be certain, whese the division of the world
takes place without any great disturbance, where democracy,
the sciences, the arts, literature and socialism promise the poor
a slow but peacelul and almost comfortable advance into the
future collectivist society. In the meantime, however, behind the
screen of radical ministers, the financiers with machiavelian
cunping, but at the same time with incredible blindness, are
preparing the end of this world. The spirit of this epoch is
veflected with all its treasures in the works of Anatole France.
The poet perceives behind the hopes of his time the black wall
of reality. Oune reads the tragic closing pages of his “lle des
Pinguoins” (Penguin Island): “Million oli mortals toil in the
gigantic aty”.

In order 1o embody an epoch ou this vast scale, one must
be very great onesell. What, however, renders the greainess of
Anatole France in many respects so valuable 10 us, what often
lifts his work beyond the limits of the era of peacelul capitalism
and beyond the present epoch is, that he embodied a phase ol
modern culture in the most sublime and purest forms. The edifice
of a culture always has its gloomy lower regions: the torment
of the enslaved, the blood and sweat of wage slaves, ol those
who are ground down in the laclories, iﬁe torture of the
barracks, the agony of toil. But over this, like the enormous pillars

of a vast cathedral, the best men among the rulin class erect
the sublime architecture of their thoughts; and 1 the whole
cruelty of the regime is reflecied therein, it is nevertheless

reflected in magniticent form. With Anatole France, everything
is permeated with the expectation and hope of betterment.

Vain expectation, futile hope! It is we who will create the
better future — and it will be an arduous task. Every step for-
ward will have 1o be paid for by our class in sufiering and in blood
Since we fully realise this, illuminated by the terrible conflagrat-
ion ol the world war and by the torch of revolution, we under-
stand berter what is immortal in the works of Anatole France:
lost illusions, mever again to be restored, remain therein with
all the beauty and the whole force and ideas ol a by-gone century.

Other human documents will likewise remain and give
testimony to the characteristic features of the thought of our
times The scepticism of Auatole France when he turns® t0
the past has oft-times attained 10 a height of realism which is
pitiless towards all illusions. Pontius Pilate does not know
Christ whom he has crucified. The French revolution shattered
everything and mowed down heads under its iron law. To
understand the past, 10 cause it to live again and thereby to
expose many of the lies of the present, this to-day 1s peculiar to
the socialist thinker.

“The Gods are Athirst”. Upon this world there is no er
any place for the figures created by Anatole France; neither lor
Crainquebille, nor ﬁ)r M. Bergerel, nor for Jerome Coignard;
and should theyv return they would come too late; they have
outlived their time. The great artist who has just passed from
our midst, the clever and good man, whose works will in the
far off time. be the apologisis of the capitalist culture of the
10th century. carries in his frail and aged arms all that is best

in democracy in its closing epoch.

Please Note, New Address!
‘The new address of the Inprecorr. to which all communications should be sent is:

Vienna IX., Postamt 66, Schiiessfach 213.
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