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Is the Unity of the

International Trade

Union Movement Possible?

By A. Lozovsky.

That unity is a very beautiful thing and therelore desirable
is not disputed for a moment by the bitterest disrupters. We are
not faced with the question of unity “in general”, or of unity in
“principle” or of unity in a very remote future, but with the
guestion whether at the &uem time, in view of the actual
international sitvation, of existence of divided, parallel orga-
pisations etc. it is possible to attain unity and how it is to be

crait interests ¢ome before the interests of the workers of the
couniry as a whoie and the interests of the fatherland come
before the interests of the international proletariat. It would,
however, be a mistake to asswme that organisatory conservatism
is only confined to the reformists. There are revolutionary
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vuciei, meite workers agaiast 1 thi blem and 1o patch up the growing lissure in their own ‘ betw. trade unions of England and  was accepted and the Communist press was soon able o publisk
‘&D of :w:ﬂ ::'w. u:ﬂ not “@’: “n‘hpm“‘“d‘ is ‘-‘0““;':"“ 3"" ‘hs inexorable radicalisation of | tbosel ‘; :gg me:elﬁtm he::l"‘:ned the enemies oll‘the revo- a numbe?ol official decrees and c‘i’rcuhn, the contents of which
humuiate”, but faighiully out the policy m black hundred  the working masses. If the Amsterdam International does not ' lutionary movement. Hence, the lies of the “Vorwiirts” regard-  showed how one could, with the help of the courts, of the public
- which is conducted by the social along with  meet the wish of the majority of its own members it will simply | ing a falsification of the speech of Purcell, the chairman of the  prosecufors, police organs etc. deprive the C. P. of Cermany
' the German General tion of Trade Unions. In this collapse and unity will be restored over the heads of the present | English trade union delegation at the Congress of the Trade of its heads and thereby restrict its influence among the masses.
‘ the “Vorwiirts” fully reflects the view ing unity which leaders. This is the reason why we, although we are quite | Umions of the Soviet Union; hence, the Russian mensheviki in- The prosecutors, judges, police presidents etc. have fith-
cxisty i the Fight wing of the Amsierdam Inernationa! Swny o Gy enormoes Sflcdthe which e (g (8 cur palhy | situte a grat campaign against Edo Finmen; hence, Gompers,  jully carried out these instructions. In the course of this yar
The meaning of this talk over this theme is that they ¥ reply to the question, Whgtt’?(ir {(he ulixtlr{soi mei érze:mnmgdixbde following the example of American finance capital, yvub:; u: nearly all the leading functionaries of the C. P. of G ny have
__tam to m'ull say: “Become reformists and then we shall unit %mon nnvqn;mhu possible: \:s"d\out R d-ivideeci return 10 Europe. Gompers wants to rescue the night wing been prosecuted, persecuted and arrested, while the greater part
l with you!” This astuté solution ol the problem of unity is Together “’l" .:’: leadk.rs or A it T welded example of American finance capital, wishes o return 0 e irady been condemmned. The severity of the semtences
] of the IL International, which leads, -m:ny and International tr umfou moveme , 1bl b ARy iEu.rope. Gompers wants 1o rescue the right wing of the imposed is known o all. Less well known is the fact that
politically, the reactionary portion of the Amst Inter- together into a powerful anti-capitalist bloc. ' | Amsterdam International, which is in a desperate situation, et (hose comrades have been selected who are most capable
mn”k#ﬁiﬂlﬂﬁlwo‘mumw& . L, i‘"]thfs‘mw‘yaswllw‘rmmEmmmnm O'C‘rryi Onproplgﬂﬂlbfﬁlcplﬂy inw‘mm
of time. The communists have not the least reason for trans-), R ial Tel he “1 L, | Dawes Plan is to rescue the European bourgeoisie. The hdoriu.n*heeiqht thousand comrades now in prison are almost
' forming themselves into reformist corpses, and whoever Special Telegrams to the “Inprecorr” American boull'geome is afraid that the left w in the  exclusively leading functionaries. The best propagandists among
i that the commwumnists will deviate even a hair’s breadth from Moscow, 22nd November 1024 Amsterdamer Trade Union International will get u the mtmgen of parliament are persecuted fo such an extent
priaciples in arriving at unity does not understand anything of With regard 1o the article by Oudegeest, the Secretary of the " hand, and therefore sends Gompers back to Amsterdam. The yhat it is impossible for them to appear in public. One can
| communism or of the problem of unity. Amsterdam Trade Union International, which appeared in the American Federation of Labour considers even the Amster- jyugine what the lack of such a body of comrades — estimated
r mu’lluh’ thldl.u&' feornssts mmintain their position and the B i “Yorwiirts”, comrade Lozovsky declares as lollows: dam International as oo radical; the former is for political  ,¢ then thousand — are, owing fo persecution by the authorities,
! gy then the unity of the trade union movement 4 t claims that the Amsterdam International carries | veutrality and against the recognition of the Soviet Union. The . mpelied fo keep away from their place of residence, and whilst
[ is impossible! - the reader will say. No, this would be a on the class struggle. It would be a good thing if he would revolutionary workers understand this manoeuvre of Gompers they carry on Party work they cannot on account of their
’ ¥ rdo, roniats nrtkri tion. In fact “‘bh“ submit demands say what he understands by this term, and if he would explain against the unity of the trade union movement and energetically  jjjegal position work so effectively as those comrades who are
l &t\:‘ do not " i :mm the mnnunmulb, this question along with Jouhaux, Mertens and Leipart. Oude- reject mmratlon with this .Whm guardist. ) not molested. . .
|  themaelves with the futile ‘ask of debolshevising ihe bolshevili, £ 18 undoupiedly confusing ihe Communist International A P e e otk e halr- A further means of keeping the Communists from getting
’ The revolutionary trade unions of all mﬁu‘wﬁkﬁ . llbt.!f and its 21 conditions and the Red Intermational of Labour man of the English Labour Party, Cramp, and ove of the i contact with the indifferent masses is the practice which
} RLLU A s % e - Unions which has never laid down 21 conditions. leaders from South Wales emphasised at congress of the hys peen made use of during the last few weeks, of confiscating
‘ Rl "y TP N e e S ot lnier | Oudegeest speaks of the “emtry” of the trade unions of American Federation of Labour in El Paeso their opposition jeyjfiets, election appeals and placards. In almost all districty
of iy e A‘;mk t 'monl“huu opponents | 4. Soviet Union into the Amsterdam Trade Union Inter- to the exclusion of revolutionaries from the trade umions and .| Parfies are free fo post up as many placards as they wish
Commumsm in ! International, i will only ‘ national, although as a matter of fact it is solely a question of their support for the recoguition of the Soviet Unions, for the  \ithout restriction. The placards of the Communist Party,
% Somewhat conscientions attitade regarding interests uniting both Trade Union Internationals by means of a Unity unity of the trade union movement and for unity with the trade powever, are, during the day and night, forn down or rendered
e it " Congress. Oudegeest thinks that the trade unions of the unions of the Soviet Union. On the other hand, the delegate of jjegible by special police patrols upon special instructions of
TRt it comditions o one smoter” save 1| Sovier Union must sever fheir relotions with the Ruse the German General Federation ol Trade Unions, Grassman, (he social democratic nolice president Severing. During the last
| =: leU. -“'/rﬁme“w‘ wv.:-m“ ecid representatives of | i : made a series of furious attacks against the Communists and i oamers! localities sven entire election meosiines il She
both will Communist Party in order to please the reformists, and asks 2 : : weeks,
I of the lnternational l‘}e 4 whc':' the and place whether the trade unions of the Soviet Union will abandon against the unity of the trade union movement. C. P G. have been arrested and conveved to prison in motor
i affiliated to the R. | |_‘“l; e M“Amm ﬁg:‘l.“"“w ;  the formation of communist nuclei. The formation of commu- wagons, which naturally renders the indifferent workers shy of
’ as well as those trade umion orgamisations which are outside | it Muclei, however, is the task of the communist Parties, and visiting our meetings.
i both loternationals, shall be represented. We will discuss at the | mdﬂntndeqnmsdtheSoviﬂ.Udon. The trade unions , POLlTlCS More important than all this is the fact that since the 4th
International Congress the concrete tasks of the struggle againat = e St Usiow 200 AL it > the Commanies of May t e becowe wxresdingly @t or the C. 3 48
capitalist offensive fascis : Communist International. To put forward a Giermany to carrv on agitation in the workshops, In fact, imme-
¥ :'_ g Yot L e _ u&umm&m demand of this sort means fo sabotage the unity of the frade The Persecution of the Communist Party i icl" 0 G000 defent, the emplovers started wifh mass
Whoever has the majority at this will carry unions. of Germgny duﬂng the Election Campa]g“. dismissal of communists, so that even in the elections of the 4th
heir reschetions and ml'.i!“ e aularity on the . The article of shows that the right wing of the of Mav the most important means of communist propaganda in the
body. The cometitution of the mew Intermetional will be im | Amsterdam Trade U International wishes to sabotage the By van Katz (Berlin). workshops was restricted. But nevertheless during the spring the
.@’:*m with the standpoint of the majority. At this unity | umity of the International Trade Union Movement. » workers in the factories were still very much under the influence
coagress the Red International of Labour Unions and the Amster- $ 4 0 During the last few weeks, at a number of mumicipal and  of the increased communist work in the faciories during the
International will declare that they Mve their i Moscow, 2nd N . provincial elections, the Social Democratic Party of Germany has  neriod of illegality, which influence now, after nine months,
z and enfer into the United International. We mm“.“ ' The “Pravda” writes: ’ ovember 1024. gained an increased vote, whilst on the other hand the com- has of course greatly declined; the mass dismissals of commu-

munist Party has lost votes. The social democrats of all countries  nists reached their highest point only after the 4th of May. Lack
have raised a great shout of tri over this and have even of work, temporary closing down of factories and before all,

ventured 1o write of a “collapse” of the C. P. of Germany and  of course, strikes and lock-outs, serve as a pretext for discharging
of the Communist International. the communists.

What is the reason for the loss of votes by the C. P. of There are many loca! groups of the C. P. of German
Germany? The proletariat of the whole world that for  comprising several ylnndred‘-e:ben. of which not a ‘:iﬁ
some monts past the Communist Party of Germany has been onber ic in work. Many districts estimate the entire n

and, particularly during  of members in their area who are still in work as not more than
30%. Anybody in the factory who is known to be a candidate

the of the . which the members of the organisation were called upon
W” immediatelv o all members of nuclei and
s dv discharge

. number €. P. of Germany, who still acts as a functionary for the C.
mﬂ;&d d&u:yt.m;nwawm:orua%
hwmam‘d manent unemployment, hunger for his family, persecution and

s ) 0% ¥ AT
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increased atsractive power ol the C. P.

industrial

out, COmMML-

the strikers have the highest

It must not be that, following on persecutions, the

mmmd%&@ud?ohﬂhwdwan

suflered Tieavy losses in the following elections. I oo the Tih

of December the German Party succeeds in confining its losees

0 %% of the votes obtained in May, it will wean that in

spite of all the atiempts 0 ihe away from the masses

in the facrories. it would receive 2 million votes, which would

be an actual success. Should bowever we succeed in polling

60 or even 0% of the votes cast for us in May, that would

havmydwhﬂmedymwgnnyhn&

whole lnternational could be proud; for 2': million voters who,

o g R T e T

Party would the surest guarantee that in Germany

there exist the cadres who are prepared to fight for the Com-
mumist revolution. ‘

The Stability of Capitalism, or the Unstable
Communists.

(Concerning the Plan of Gesersl Dawes, the Plan of my Friead
] Philips Price, a0d some other Questions.)
By Karl Radek
Some communists who have been irightened to death by the
Dawes Plan, began recently, in the of the noise aroused
by this erhaul and

their of ideas

In addition 1o this there was hidden in these pacifist de-
mocratic slogans the comviction of the Anglo-Amernican Stock-
Exchange sharks that, as they had now umted, no one would
venture 10 attack them. Germany would be compelled 10 grovel
on all fours, as apart from England and America she would not
receive any private credits for her industry. kn China it would
be possible 10 establish order by supporting one military clique
against the other 10 a certain point, and finally presenting a bill
10 both of them, whilst it would be possible to crush Russia
by means of a financial blocade.

What cha is there made in this policy as a result of the
overthrow of MacDonald government? The sign-board ol
democratic pacifism will become still more battered and dented.
The mask of democratic pacifism will fall from the good-natured
countenance of Mr. Baldwin. The nature of the so-called demo-
cratic-pacifist ers, which consists in the efforts of Anglo-American
fisance capital 1o thrust aside French and Japanese imperialism
and 10 take over the exploitation of Western and Central l;uﬂft
and Chima, will become inly apparent. Petty-bourgeois de-
mocracy was a bridge and a shield for Anglo-American hnance
capial. It has crossed this bridge and has no more need
for it. The shield was flung aside quicker than one expected. The
real work has begun. The era of :Lmocracy and pacifism is not

end, but the Anglo-American collaboration has oady just
begus. This collaboration will also have an end; it will be
torn asunder by the contradictions of capitalism in England and
America, but the beginning of this end 1s not yet in sight.

The Stabilisation of Capitalism and the Experts’ Plan.

When the Experts’ Plan was published on the 0th of Apnl
last, the whole international bourgeois press cried out: these are
the new Ten Commandments, and from this day there begins the
new era in the development of humanity. And when we com-
munists, after reading through this experts’ plan, declared that
it would not solve a single one of the questions connected with
the impossibility of the payment of rations, that it only de-
layed every question, and that the real thing in this plan
was the enslavememt of CGermany by Anglo-American capital,
&autoddm:mbe?nw oroach us with being
revolationary dlusionists who are alfraid to facts in the face,
for the ' Plan destrovs .the prospecis of revolution. In-
the last two months, however, the voices in the camp of the

is scientists and publicists who say the same as we have
said have begun w0 be heard more frequently.

The Dawes Plan has not disclosed any miraculous means
for stabilising capitalism. It is 3 means lor enslaving Germau;
by American capital, but it can also end with the collapse
American © ation, with an .Wior uh‘a;‘ Angr:‘)-
rench business agreement — & pre-requisite which is the
that France, as the nei of Germany on the Continent
as the chief creditor of "Germany, possesses enornmous
of exerting pressure upon the latter in her own imerests
when necessary, in the interests of the Americans.

The Usnstable Communists and the Dawes Plan.

The Dawes Plan, which coustitules a stage in the struggle
of world imperialism. has terribly frightened the unstable com-
munists. They have accepted it as that which world policy
procksimed it %0 be — the end of world revolution. W
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Cerman workers, and created a good name for himseli in the
English Labour movement, Philips Price has actually come to
the conviction, that the paper on which the Dawes Plan is
inscribed puts an end to world revolution. Even our English
Communists, in their answer 1o his articles, praised Philips Price
as one possessing a great knowledge of rxism.

As a matter of fact we have 10 do here with a philistine
and not with a Marxist, for how could the Dawes Plan mean the
end of world revolution? There exist two possibilities: either the
Dawes Plan is the exrrtssion, throughout the world, of an
era of the liquidation of the acute international and social con-
flicts, or it is merely an attempt to arrest the advancing decay
of capitalism. In the first case the Dawes Plan would mean that
the special elements ol revolution which were left behind by
the war are already exhausted, that the revolution must be
nourished by new conflicts, which will be created by a new
era of imperialism. Even when one accepts such an estimate
of the international situation as a premise lor reasoning, even
then it does not admit any liquidatory tendencies. Have not we
radical Marxists pointed out before the war, that the era of
imperialism produces the era of social revolution.

Is Philips Price perchance in agreement with the reformist
estimate of the Dawes Plan, which repeats the asseverations of
the English and American bankers that it will bring peace and
universal prosperity 1o humanity? No, God forbid! Philips Price
published an article in the “Labour Monthly” in which he pointed
out that if the Dawes Plan is carnied out there will result an
enormous sharpening of the social crisis, pot only in Germany,
but also in England, that the Dawes Plan means an era of new
imperialist conflicts.

Ii that be the case, what, in this situation, is the task of the
defender of the interests of the working class? To organise the
working class for the coming revolutionary struggles. This task
appears the more important as the assertion -that the war crisis
15 _already passed is in contradiction to all the facts. Neither the
political consequences of the war nor its economic consequences
are liquidated. The burden of the Peace of Versailles still exists,
the interallied debts remain, the awakening of the East is pro-
ceeding, Not one of the results of the war has been liquidated.
The old social and international conflicts are combining with the
new and are creating a situation in which the working class
must hasten with all its preparations, in order that the new wave
of revolution shall not be met with such i ical confusion
and organisatory division as that with which the revolutionary
wave of the year 1919 was met. The tragedy of the German
October consists in the fact that the ideological and organisa-
tory ration of the proletariat was not commensurate with
the revolutionary conflict,

~ Price can say however: What is Furope to us English?
Firstly this means the repudiation i
the return to imsular cretinism, which Price
endeavoured 1o combat: whereby he

|
:

up at the one and time as an agent of Kaiser Wilheln
and of Lenin. But even from the int Philips Price
is entirely in the wrong. If the European
lism is not about in the next few years, then in

also the of the class antagonisms will proceed at
a most rapid rate. then? Will Price in these

Sagals Loy the Englah worlers der e Tedersi
his Majesty the King of England?

Price poiats fo various faults in fone and in other musical
ww!:mba:-hmmw:ﬂodm
our

cats’ chorus than a Mfm&hlmﬂd;
follow that one must in their ranks and not desert them.
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Philips Price which consists of revolutionising the English La-
bour movement by liquidating the Communist Party of Creat
Britain. 1f we speak of this philistine plan of Philips Price, it is
because it appears as the expression of certain tendencies in many
circles of unstable West-European communists who have been
brought to communism on the wave of revolution, but who
do not understand how to prepare the workers for the new wave
of revplution. This Dawes epidemic is therefore useful, as it
reveals the superficiality of the education of the communist in-
tellectuals in Western Europe and the instability of their con-
victions. The Communist is not he who, at the moment of the
viclory of the proletariat, speaks in favour of Soviets, but he
who in the periods of stagnation, in the periods of the quiet
organisatory process of history, works for the Soviets. We are
now passing through a period when there is a lack of immediate
revolutionary struggles; but it is hard even to speak of peaceful
times in this time of most profound class and imperialist anta-
onism, in this time when it is apparent to all eyes that new C
fmﬂcs of the awakaned Fast, of the working class of Europe,
battles of the imperialist giants, are in course of preparation.

ECONOMICS |

Economics and Economic Policy in the
Third Quarter of 1924.

By Eugen Varga.
I
The Reparation Question.

After the decision come to in London, the rqrtuu’on question
has passed info a comparatively quiet “.\ﬁ:ulhhe agreement 1s
being energetically put into execution. Althou I
loanhasmtyetbuenmt up for subcription at the time of
writing, still there can no doubt that its subscription will
not encounter any great difficulties. ,

On the other hand it cannot be denied that the enthusiasm
which appeared to prevail generally at the time when the London
agreement was made has since t greatly diminished in the
Entente countries. In England, France, and ium a feeling of

dissatisfaction prevails, and the an between
gl.e separate Entente countries, pgovi:(‘mallym by the
wes agreement, are now becoming daily more apparent,

But it is only the workers who are carrying on any nn%:
against the Dawes plan. The resistance up against
Dawes plan by the German Nationalists, which this party

Ao

BT T o T SR




916 International Press Correspondence

e teas A EAARCARRANA

No. 81

Milliards of

England (millions of sierling) 794 AL
il ing) « = s+ « W1
France (milliards of m p e u‘ B % e ::7

I we take into consideration the fact that the population of
millions than that of France, there can

or
. : i ised by taxation are used within the
coumry itsell, this signifies a shifting of the “natural” di‘::ril’:xion
- l. .

ol income fing in the process of
e oy ngroon Syl g gl sy o
:oﬁrnnnoruﬂvu_ﬁnh The capitalist system of taxation

ig,‘
|
5
i
g

#
|
;

il
:
|

and in spite of this the country had no surplus export ol
goods over imports. The problem sow is to create a real big
surplus; and in order to this more must be produced and
less consumed. Inventions and improved methods of production
are the best means for increasing production. But the results
are not 10 be reckoned beforehand and always require time.
Moreover, they demand accumulation of capital, which will
be difhicult lor Germany to accomplish. But in addition to
increasing production, it will be necessary to reduce cou-
sumption ... In order to keep down consumption, it will
be necessary that wages shall be low in comparison to the
cost of liviag. This is to be attained either through lower
mouey-wages, or by means of taxes which will increase the
price ol everything which the people must buy.

The whole future of the German proletariat, should the
Dawes plan be really carried out, is here expressed with brutal
candour.

~ This is how the situation of the working class would appear
if the Dawes plan were 10 be put into actual practice. But its
actual execution assumes the success of the “transfer”, that is,
it assumes that the sums provided by the Dawes plan can really
be remitted by Germany to the Entente states and of course
not in German paper money.

The German bourgeoisie obviously calculates on the failure
of the transfer. lo this case the sums paid to the Reparation
Bank in German currency, to the amount of 2 milliard gold
marks, would be granted to German capitalists as short term
loans, as provided by the Report. In consideration of the great
shortage of capital, this would be a very favourable solution for
the German capitalists.

This is the umport of the modification of the Experts’ Report
promhd’by the London agreement. In the Experts’ Report
(section VI, page 138) we read:

“The commitice can, on the instructions of the Reparation
Commission and on the request of the creditor states, (their
accounts being correspondingly debited) remit marks to
prlvgk persons for the purpose of making purchases in Ger-
md?f'h reinvestments must not however be of temporary

I'he modification provided by the London agreement is :
jollows (regulation 4, last paragraph): - e

commitiee is not to grant amounts in marks for purchases, as
per section VI, until and as soon as the accumulated funds
exceed the amount which the bank of issue 1s prepared to
accept as short term deposits.”

§.

succesfull transfer, we must stari. from o
many can ouly oblain "ﬁ'm“ou
the transfer by means mdlz
still in ¢ is but small. No gold in the
country itsell. foreign notes at one time in the
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Reparation payments can thus solely be made by an increased
export of gzda If the transier of the :xnbon payments is
10 be rendered possible, Germany’s t balance must be
favourable. In actual fact, no more can be transiered than the
favourable foreign trade balance.

The transier question is frequently looked upon as a matter

‘of financial technics, This, of course is an error. The transfer

question is ouly apparently a matter of international financial
technics. 1t is perfectly clear that foreign bills and money can
only be made to flow continuously into Germany when their
equivalent value in German goods is sold across the frontier;
the unfortunate experience which ioreign speculators have made
with the mark utterly excludes any idea of sums in mag'ks, in
the form of notes, finding acceptance abroad as speculation.

We must now try to gain an idea of the extent to which the
foreign trade balance would have to become favourable in order
1o ensure the success of the transier operation. The full annual
payments amount to 2'/; milliard gold marks. In order fully to
realise this sum by means of the export of goods, Germany
must export goods to a considerably higher value than the
amount of the reparation payments, since a part of the good
exported have to be made from imported raw materials. Ger-
many has to import textile raw materials, raw hides, ores, copper
and other metals, etc., in order to be able to export linished
textile goods, machinery, instruments, etc. Even if we exclude
the export of coal, potash, and dyes, which are independent of
imported raw materials, we must still calculate with the fact
that Germany has to import foreign raw materials to the value
of about 1 10 1'/; milliard marks, and will thus have {o increase
its exports to the value of 4 milliard gold marks, if it is to gain
a net surplus of 2'/; milliards.

The raising of the standard of living in Germany to the
pre-war level would involve a still greater increase in Ger-
many’s exports and imports. Before the war, Germany imported
goods — especially raw materials and foodstuflis — to the
value, in round numbers, of 10 milliard gold marks. The same
quantity, purchased today, would cost, in round figures, 15 mil-
liard gold marks. Germany would thus have to to import 9 mil-
liard gold marks more than the present imports of 6 milliard
gold marks, and of course increase its exports in proportion.*)

The following are thus the items which have to be covered
by the export of goods:

Reparation payments . . . . . . . . . . . 200 millions
Adverse trade balance before the war . . . . . 1400
3000 millions
Import of raw materials required for the manu-
facture of the finished goods for the above sum,
and reexported as such . . . . . . . . . 2000 millions
5900 millions

would have liked. But il we assume that the population of
Germany is not diminishing, but is increasing rapidly, as is
actually the case, then the export surplus can only be attained
by the export ol industrial goods. Thus the sive question
is: Can the world’s markets absorb an additional 6 milliard marks
in industrial goods? .

In view of the chronic crisis in which the industry of
Western Europe is involved, in view of the fact that the pro-
ducing capacity of the industrial plant of the world has only
been partially utilized ever since the war, and in view of the
fact that all countries are seeking to defend themselves against
German imports by means of tarifil duties, this Juestion appears
to be already decided. It will, however, be useful to investigate
the question statistically.

In the year 1913 the export of manufactures was as follows:

Milliard
Gold Marks
Great Britain . . . . « « « « + o « o o+ . +» BA
Germany . . . . . . . w e e e 0,4
United States . . . . « « « « « + « -« « « ++» 50
France . . . . « « o « « o o o g s w s e_a 33
231

These are the four largest industrial export countries. M
we add 1o these the smaller States: Belgium, Switzerland, Austria,
ltaly, etc., and estimate their export of manufactured articles at
approximately hali of that of the four largest States, we get
a sum of 35 milliard gold marks for the year 1913.

Meanwhile the total foreign trade of the world has decreased
in consequence of the tendency, during and since the war,
towards the industrialisation of the countries producing raw
material. On the other hand, the increased prices of foday mean
that a smaller volume of exported industrial
raise the same sum in marks. If we
factors as reciprocally neutralising one another, we
the conclusion that the capacity of absorption of the world's
markets for industrial s would have to increase by a full
sixth, and the whole of this increased demand would be covered
by German exports, if the 6 milliands of increased exports
required for the succes of the transler are fo be realised.

If we take into consideration the present tendency towards
the industrialisation of raw material regions, and further the
permanent state of crisis ohta.inixznfn the whole capitalist system
all over the world, it appears ious ihat it is perfectly im-
possible for the world’s markets to absorb a ol German

manufactures to the value of 6 milliard marks. it
follows that the transier of the full reparation pay
equally impossible.
The Internal Contradictions of the Dawes Plan,
We now come o the internal contradictions of the Dawes
plan which are becoming more and more apparent. We shall
touch upon the most important of these:
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of British Industries, requesting that the question of England’s
participation in the reparation loan be accorded very careful
consideration, as it would injure British industry.

In the press, from the extreme right to the labour press
— with the exception of the outspoken free trade organs -,
a campaign of alarm against the execution of the Dawes plan
began. Thus, for instance, we read the following in the leading
article of the “Times” of 20. August:

“So long as CGermany, as an eCONOMmIC umil, Wwas in a
state of disorganization, her power to compete 10 the markets
of the world was restricted, but now that there 15 a prospect
of stabilization, it is recognized, as Sir Robert Horne has
pointed out, that there is a real danger of a recurrence in
a more intensified form of the fierce competition for foreiﬂ
marketsethat characterized the era immediately preceding t
outbreak of the war. A nation compelled to make payments
abroad must dispose of its products abroad; there is no escape
from that necessity, and the corollary of forced sales is low
prices with which other nations cannot compete unless, broadly
speaking, they are prepared to submit to conditions similar 1o
those ia'm’mg in the nation obliged to make such payments.
That we should submit to conditions resembling those pre-
vailing in Germany is, it is needles to say, a suggestion that
would meet with bitter opposition in this country.”

It is obvious that the conditions here mentioned which would
excite bitter opposition are those inducing a reduction in wages.
The idea of such a reduction is openly admitied by the various
associations representing capitalist interests, and by the separate
capitalists. In the w:lf know “Summer School” held by the
Immt Labour Party, the capitalist Hichens made a speech
in which he declared that in his opinion real wages would have
to fall in this country, as a temporary measure: “We can only
maintain and develop our exports if our prices compare
favourably with those of foreign competitors. Our foreign trade
in machinery is seriously endangered by German, French,
Belgian, and Itakian competition, and these countries are mainly
able to undercut our prices because their workers are paid
lower wages and have longer working hours.”

The means used to induce the English workers to agree to
longer working hours and reduced wages is the longer working
hours forced upon Germany by the Dawes Plan. This is ex-
pressed in a manner clear to every proletarian in the “Forward”,
gmdumma wing of the Labour Party, on
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and Belgium, thus bridging over the antagonistic interests of
these three states, and forming a continental heavy industrial
bloc against England. This would naturally signify, not only
an economic danger for England, but a threat agamnst her
political power. For this reason England began to fight against
this possibility even during the Loudon Conference. The struggle
has since been continued in the above-mentioned interview with
bnos:rhd:n. and in innumerable other ways, during the last few
months.

The formal expression of these conflicting inferests is the
trade agreement negotiations taking place between Germany and
France, and between Germany and Belgium. The problem has
assumed the following form: hle Versailles Peace Treaty, as is
well known, stipulated that goods from Alsace-Lorraine and
Luxemburg were to be imported into Germany free of duty until
1. January 1925. It further stipulated that the whole of the
victorious powers enjoy the privileges of the most favoured
nation from the side of Germany, but not reciprocally, until
this date. These stipulations of the Versailles Treaty have
naturally had the effect of greatly hampering Germany's free-
dom of movement in commercial litics, Materially, these
clauses signified that the import of F:ench and English goods
into Germany has been facilitated, that of German goods to
the Entente countries hindered. The result has been Germany’s
unfavourable foreign trade balance, that is, precisely the contrary
of what was required to render reparation payments possible.
The conflict of interests between the industria{ bourgeoisie of
the Entente countries and the finances of a collective bour-
geoisie intent on reparation payments, becomes here most
strikingly apparent. This is naturally once more the problem of
the success or non-success of the transfer.

In the present negotiations on frade agreements, this con-
ilict of interests takes the special form of the import duty
question. As early as the time of the London conference, France
demanded that the duty-free import of s from Alsace
Lorraine should be conceded in return for the accelerated
evacuation of the Ruhr area. At the time this was prevented
by the objections raised by England and by the bankers. But
at the present time the question is again a burning one. As
a matter of fact the iron industry of Lorraine has been supplying
South German market with iron goods. Should the imports
into Germany be shut out by high protective duties, this means
that the production of the iron industry of Lorraine will flood
the French markets, or will have to seek markets further
abroad. The same applies more or less to the iron industry
of Luxemburg. The peace treaty separates Luxemburg from the
customs area and accords it b iscite to Belgium,
But the natural market for Luxemburg’s iron industry is Cer-
many, and the cessation of duty-free imports into Germany
laismly a crisis for the heavy industry of Luxemburg and

ium. Thus the present iations find the F and
Belgian representatives dema

imponotsngo&d.lmAhwo-LorrduandLumburg
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the general application of the most favoured nation principle, and
is thus opposed to preferential treatment for the goods of
Alsace-Lorraine. The four other countries, however, are
countries hedged around with protective duties, and the extent
to which Germany will be able to export to these important
markets depends upon the result of the trade agreement negotia-
tions.

In view of all these facts, the following conclusion may be
come to:

The acceptance of the Dawes plan does not by any means
signify that the payment of the reparation sums demanded is
actually secured; and it signifies just as little the disappearance
of imperialist antagonisms or the foundation of a “permanent
peace”, The foundation is only laid for one thing; for the pene-
tration of the imperialism of the United States into the European
continent.

A Dawes Plan for France.

The successful penetration of American capital into Ger-
many has given birth to the desire to include France within
the sphere of power of the United States. In our last report we
mentioned the fact that the fall of the franc, in February 1924,
was only arrested through the agency of Anglo-American high
finance, above all through the agency of the Morgan banking
house. The 100 million dollar credit expired on 12, September.
The Bank of France had only made use of a part of this credit
at the time, and had meanwhile paid it back. This credit has
now been renewed: this proves that French financiers recognize
the necessity of securing the support of the house of Morgam
in the evertuality of a fresh fall of the franc.

France's dependence on the United States, as a result of
the war debt, is of incomparably greater i nee. It is a
well-known fact that up to now the United States have bruskly
rejected al attempts on the part of France to obtain a reduction
of this debt. Now one of th# members of the Debt Consolidation
Commission appointed by the Senate, Mr. Hurley, has been
staying in France, and has submitted the lollmvingm:’gmble
“Dawes Plan for France” to the president of the mission,
Secretary of State Mellon.')

The debt owed by France to the United States, including the
accumulations, amounts to approximately 3500 dollars. This sum
is not 10 be paid off until 05 to 67 years have elapsed; first
comes a five years moratorium, then interest to be paid at the
rate of 2% ammually, rising successively to 4%, so that the
average rate of interest is 2',%. The remainder goes to the
sinking fund.

Thus the full yearly payment would amount to 140 million
dollars - 588 million gold marks. This means that if France

i million gold marks from Germany,
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s “private plan”, and we are told that the seftlement of
the French war debt can only be thought of when the execution
of the Dawes Plan is well under way in Germany. The Wa-
shington correspondent of the “Times” declares, however, that
Clémentel is expected to begin negotiations with the Debt Con-
solidation Commission in Spring. Now that the debts of
Finland, and Hungary have been consolidated, and

negotiations are being carried on with Poland and Lithunania,
it is now the of France and Italy. Even though Hurley’s
plan appear | of execution in its preliminary form, the
settlement will have to be made within a calculable period.
A Dawes Plan for Russia.
There have been ing indications of late that the

international bourgeoisie is thi of renewing its efforts to
e o inserted i wn T k. o
ve ina ist state of society, or
munﬁ.w- tion”. The failures of
m‘lbgl'hgemtohhﬂwedhyuwenduvomandthh
| time with active co-operation of a Germany regenerated
the Dawes Plan and accepted in the league of nations...
A “Dawes Plan for Soviet Russia”, this is the slogan with
bourgeoisie announces the renewal of
the combat against Soviet Russia.
“Russia” - says Mr. Hoover, Minister of Trade and most
i of a Russian Famine Relief fund in
of driving up the price of American
be to which
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the leading political economists of Germauny, still the repeated
reference made by the editor of the periodical to the importance
of his expositions, and the fact that his views coincide with those
of Hoover and Baldwin, impart a certain importance to his
opinion*).

Eckardt's train of thought is approximately as follows:

1. The world's economics, especially the trade and in-
dustry of Europe, cannot recover so long as Russia remains
continuously outside of direct economic intercourse; 2. the
Dawes Plan cannot bring the hoped for recovery of Central
European economics if German export trade is forced to confine
itsell mainly to the countries and markets of the Allies and
their spheres of interests, and cannot develop towards Jhe
East; 3. the East cannot come seriously into question as a
market and field of activity until the restoration of Russia is
carried forward on the largest possible scale; 4. Russia
will not be able to murerut economically by its own powers
alome, and will above all not be able to recover its purchasing

ers unless generous help is received from outside, and 5.

ussia’'s restoration camnot be undertaken by one state alonme,
but solely by the combined action of all the great economic
powers.

In order to render this restoration possible, the Polish and
Roumanian frontiers of Russia are to be revised to the advanta
of Russia, and Russia is to be offered a loan, but only on the
_uulnn)ou that all revolutionary propaganda outside of Russia
is to abandoned.

In order to prepare for this loan, a great commission of
experts is to be sent to Russia, for the purpose of studying
the economic conditions on the spot, and of ascertaining the
conditions upon which restoration is possible.

The loan, should it be raised, is to be employed to the
extent of 75% for the purchase of manufactured articles from
abroad, purchase and delivery being regulated from the following
standpoint:

“The predominant viewpoint is perfectly clear, and has
already been worked out, for instance, in the London Treaty
with iet Russia: Russia would be granted a loan, about
75% of which would be employed for the purchase of
necessary manulactured articles, -etc, abroad. The orders
would be principal ‘Mveﬂ. in accordance with a distri-
bution plan, to districts which have always worked spe-
cifically for Russia, that is, to Germany. Here the greatest
importance would be placed on the question what

of is really meedful lor Russia; it is
naturally not a question of meeting the requirements of the
inbabitants of the towns, still unproductive for the mosi
Mbllolu‘:gliytheuedsol 1. Russian agriculture
mplements, , tractors, milk-separators, eic.),
2;005‘“ raw nu:t‘:i.al areas, that i'sr.dkzsin would
ve supplied with everything requi r winning
raw materials: coal, ores, metals, wood, naphta, eic.,
the moment when the winning of these products is
undertaken on a large scale. To this must, of course, be
added the Russian requirements in railway material, dred-
mﬁwmesmude&em
ials required for remewing state and municipal under
takings. (Electric power stations,

telegraph telephone

works, water works, i t, tramwa
laboratories, scientific Wm)r i
i be considered as “condemned” to be a
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These reasous are so important that the customary ob-
jections of the nationalists, that a country like Russia must
ave its “own national” finished goods industry, must be
able to produce its own ships, cannon, guns, telephone ap-
paratus, and travelling trunks, are vot valid.”

The train of thought is as clear as Baldwin’s: Russia is to
become the agrarian colony of Germany. The development of its
industries is 10 be retarded, so that it will not be able to develop
its military power: it is not o be capable of producing its own
“ships, cannon, guns, telephone apparatus, and travelling
drunks”,

But now comes the great question: what guarantees 1s
Russia going to offer for the loan?

Mr. Eckhardt does not tell us anything definite about this,
he merely says:

“That these guarantees would have to be of a very far-
reaching character, and in many respects much more rigidly
secured than those demanded from Germany, need not be
emphasised.”

The nature of the guarantees is not mentioned, it is merely
emphasised that Russia is politically independent, and therefore
has to be treated differently, politically, to Germany! “The
political prerequisites would be settled by the media of diplo-
macy.” Guarantees would have to be provided for:

“Property and possessions, for free professional and
trading activity, and for the freedom of the person of every
foreigner occupied in Russia...”

In a word: The restoration of the bourgeois state of
society under the superintendence of the international bour-
beoisie, in a similar manner, if somewhat finer in form, to the
administration of Turkey by the “Ottoman administration” before
the war. ' A ,

We have devoted perhaps too much attention to this question.
But it is of the highest political importance. The utterances made
by Hoover and Baldwin, the furious struggle of the English
bourgeoisie against the loan to Soviet Russia; the pending entry
of (grmany into the League of Nations; Eckard’s articles;
the civil war in China, supported by Anglo-American capital;
the preparations for war in Poland in Roumania; all this
iogetger shows that lh& imern:‘teiona[ bourge t“et is con-
templating an attempt — laying aside its imperialist antagonisins
for Pt::nﬁmwm. as in thz c‘ile of the Dawes Plan — at a
combined attack upon the stronghold of the international revo-
lutionary labour movement. The proletariat must not be content
with solely combatting the Dawes Plan itself, it myst at the
same time take up arms against the Dawes Plans for France and
Russia.

| THE WHITE TERROR

To the Aid of the Victims of Esthonian
Class Justice.

of All Countries, To All Members of the
To the Workers - Relief!

months! The jurists of the Soviet Union, who had placed them-
selves at the disposal of our comrades, were refused permisson
by the court fo defend the accused. The accused were leit
without defenders and therefore the “justice” of the Esthonian
hangmen trinmphed. ] )

Day after day the ponderous iron doors ol the prison of
Reval were opened, day after day 150 of the best sons ol the
Esthomian proletariat were conveyed in iron chains from the
damp vaults 1o the magnificent Esthonian “temple of justice”,
Bejore the traders, shopkeepers and speculators, who in present
Esthonia occupy seats in the couri, 150 revolutionaries are
supposed to acknowledge the “crimes” conmnitted by them. Their
crimes consist in that they, in parliament, in the trade unions,
in the Party, — everywhere where their courageous voices could
penetrate, have defended the interests of the o essed, of the
pitilessly exploited Esthonian proletarians. 18 sufficed to
deliver them into the hands ol the existing clique of profiteers
who wish to be rid of them. Already the first blood has been
shed. The bourgeoisic who have taken leave ol their senses
could. not pardon comrade Jan Tomp, one ol the 150, who was
guilty of “contempt of court”. Thus the j went of the pro-
letarian court upon the presemt | of proletariat of
Fsthonia will be written with the blood of the fighters lor the
cause of the revolution.

The bourgeois judges of Esthonia are still able to have
our most seli-sacrificing comrades shot, and to cause them fo
be buried alive in dungeons. But there is another tremendous
power which can issue the command to the present Esthonian
rulers: “Away! Do not dare to touch with your dirty bloody
hands our fighting brothers!” Waorkers, it is you who constitute
this power. If you, with your powerful, millionfold voices, bring
forward the demand for the liberation of the accused, if the
international proletariat raises its unanimeous protest against
the new misdeeds of the Esthonian bourgeoisie, the 150 comrades
can be rescued. ls there even one worker in your midst whose
breast is not filled with rage and indignation? Are there fo
be found in our family of workers those who can suppress
within them the voice of indignation and of protest?

Comrades! Upon you depends the further fate of the 150.
Ii you find sufficient will for emergetic protest, the spectre ol
death which is threatening the 150 will vanish,

Ihe 150 have completely fulfilled their duty to the inter-
national proletariat. The international proletariat must fullill
its duty to the 150. -

Organise profest meetings, arrange demo demand
liberation, brand the Esthonian hangmen with shame and
contempt!

The fate of the 150 is in your hands!

Long live international solidarity!

Long live the 150!

Long live the international working class!

The Executive Committee of the International Red Relief.

Protest of the Revolutionary Proletariat of
France against the Esthonian Blood Justice,

Our French Comrades have addressed the
M»mmmma&

To the Esthonian Ambassador in France!
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To the Central Committee of the Egyp-
tian Communist Party and to the Fighters
for Communism Incarcerated in Egyptian

Prisons.

The first “national” government of the pseudo-independent

T : the t of the “father of the country”, Zaghlul

~ wich abhors the labour movement which has sprung

uphEgp-dunno!wishmb¢ouﬁdombyitspmdec-

f» CHSOTS, lackeys and agemts of British impenalism in its
repressive measures against the working class.

Ep‘ﬂiumb, l"\:lmmnw “;a i:‘dakmkh oncc? i

ns, workers ¥ possession o

factories and workshops in order to compel the capitalists to

make concessions, the government has decided to put an end to

the open of the Communist Party and of the independent
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IN THE COLONIES
MacDonald’s Parting Kick.

By M. N. Roy.

There is no use in beating a dead horse. But it is necessary
to throw light upon an event which was lost sight of in the
excitement of the General Elections in Britain. This event co
be called MacDonald’s parting kick to India. Of course,
dealt it with quite a different purpose as the first of many
to follow; but unfortunately for him, it proved to be the parting-
kick,

We mean the sudden arrest of 72 leading nationalists and the
simultaneous raid on several hundred houses in the province
of Bengal. This act of terrorism was perpetrated by a Specal
Ordipance issued by the Viceroy, on October 20. The pretext
was to check the growth of “anarchical crimes”. But the men
arrested were all members of a political party (Swaraj Party)
which has repeatedly declared itself against violence, and whose
g:::grammc not even call for separation from the Empire.

arrested men have not been put on trial, nor any charge
been framed against them. The unconstitutional nature of this
act, therefore, is evident.

Now the most interesting part of the event is the complicity
of the Labour Government in it. The situation in Britain did
not permit any particular attention to be paid to this act of
terrorism India. It was even believed that the Government
of India acted on its own initiative, as soon as Labour’s return
to office became doubtful, because it is indeed difficult to believe
that the Labour Government would sanction such high-handed
autocracy, which was totally unwarranted. The record of the
MacDonald Cabinet, of course, did not leave ground to doubt
that it would not rush to the defence of the Empire whenever
necessary; but absolutely nothing happened in India to justify
such a drastic action. Nevertheless, the Labour Government not
only justified the action of the Vicery once it had been committed,
but actually sanctioned it in advance. Absolutely nothing of this
complicity of the Labour Govermnment with the uncalled for
e i B e e Lot corvmpondent o e
it a in press. corre: nt of t
semi-official Calcutta paper, The Englishman, cabled the day
after arrests were made:

“Whitehall is not surprised at the Bengal arrests, but is oul
surprised that they were not made much earlier. The Briti
Government were fully aware that the Government of India
contemplated taking action, and that the Cabinet had promised
fullest fo maintain constitutionalism.”

On 28., the India Office issued a communique
mﬁ?m‘m India, This document was not published
in any British paper; but was sent out to India by Reuter.

ran:

“The Viceroy’s Ordinance is not aimed at the Swarajist

movement or any legitimate activity of the members of that

movement. It does not affect la interests and activities of
as
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The Labour Government has e, but the men who con-
stituted the Labour Cabinet still rinate the British Labour
Party. Therefore this story of MacDonald’s parting kick to
India is very instructive to the British proletariat. il reveals
what a monstrous lie is the doctrine of se.i-determination, as
indeed is any other doctrine of the Second International.

HANDS OFF CHINA

.peal of the International Propaganda

v Committee of the Transport Workers.
Comrades,

We direct your attention to that danger for the broad prole-
tarian masses which has arisen in the far East, in China.

We do not speak of the lamous “yellow peril”, which the
bourgeois politicians and journalists like to make a great cry
over in order to justify their robber deeds in the countries of
the Far East. We speak of the danger of a new world war,
which arises from the rivalries of the Japanese, American and
European imperialists and their interference in the inner aflairs
of China.

Ihe difierent groups of robbers struggle among themselves
while they kindle civil war in China auggsircugthm “their in-
terests” by financial machinations behind the scenes, by diploma-
tic intrigues and direct threats.

What must be the attitude taken by the revolutionary trans-
port workers in this case? The answer to this question has
already been given by the revolutionary proletariat of the Union
of Soviet Republics through the slogan of “Hands off China”,

Comrades, Seamen and Dockworkers!

The international imperialist robbers make you parties io
their actions in China, It is with your hands that the arms and
munitions are loaded and transported, which are now secretly
sent 10 China from various parts of the world, in order to arm
this or that general who has sold himself to this or that group
of foreign politicians and financiers.

It is our duty 1o iree ourselves from this responsibility, to
frustrate the ainst of the imperialists and to de‘)_rive them of he
possibility of kindling a conflagration in the Far East, which
can mark the commencement of a new imperialist world slaughter.

Expose the secret despatch of arms which are destined for
China, refuse to load the ships and transport the arms, convene
protest meetings against these machinations, boycott the ships
and do not work on those ships which transport arms and
munitions to China, I \

Form immediately a “Hands off China” group and fight
under this slogan against the sending of weapons to the Far
East. May the greeﬁy appetite of the big and litlle civilised
cannibals, who by their supplying of weapons convert the blood
of the Chinese workers and peasants into gold, meet with your
determined protest. :

Down with the delivery of weapons to China!

Down with the intrigues of the imperialists!

Hands off China! ; :

Long live the emaucipation of the peoples of the East from
the bonds of the foreign robbers. '

International Propaganda Commiitee of the
Transport Workers.

I IN THE INTERNATIONAL |

ted a resolution which declared: “We consider it as our Party
duty to express our couviction that the attitude of Comrade
I'rotzky constitutes a crude distortion of the history of bol-
shevism and of the October Revolution. The meeting expresses |
its disagreement with the distortion of Comrade Trotzky regar-
ding the real relations between Lenin on the one side and the
Central Committee and the Party on the other, Comrades Trotzky
makes these distortions, not only by an incorrect exposition of
the events, contrary to the facts of the history of the Party, but
also through distortions of the ideological contents of bolshe-
vism, in that he misleads the Party, the Comintern and the coun-
try with regard to the actual relations beween Lenin and the
Central Committee during the October period.

As Comrade Trotzky's article according to its ideological
content, represents an attempt to »ub»tit& Trotzkyism for
Leninism (and Trotzkyism was nothing else than one of the
varieties of menshevism) the article constitutes @ continuation of
the discussion, a continuation of the stmqgle n by Comrade
Trotzky against the leading comrades of the Party and of the
Comintern. The meeting regards the action of Comrade Trotzky,
in its form and its content, as a breach of the promises which
Trotzky made at the XIII. Party Congress of the R. C. P, and
as an attempt to undermine the unity of the Party. Comrade
Trotzky by his action confronts the Party with the danger of a
discussion which at preseni would be absolutely irable
and harmful. The Party does not want any discussion, but it
wants, and this it will attain, that the distortion of bolshevism
be energetically refuted.

This meeting therefore requests the Central Committee to
deal with the whole question at the next plenum of the C, C.
and in the first place to adopt decisive and exhaustive measures
in order that the fundamental ideas of bolshevism, the history of
the Party and the history of the revolution, shall not be distorted
under the flag of the Party; and secondly, to adopt measures
for the widest distribution of correct information among the
members of the Party regvardinq_ the history of the Party, the
struggle of the Party against Trotzkyism, the real history of
October etc.” -

The Enlarged Plenum of the Central Trade Union Council
in the presence of the C. C. of the Trade Unions, of the district
secretaries, of the Communist fractions of the C. C. of the metal
workers, the chemical workers and railway men's unions, de-
cided, after hearing the reports of Commdes Kamenev and Stalin,
10 endorse the resolution of the Moscow Comumitte,

The Plenum of the Charkov District Committee a
resolution, according to which the action of Comrade 2
constitutes a continuation of the discussion. Comrade Trotzky
is declared 1o have approached the question in a non-Marxist and
non-Leninist manner, in that he distorts a whole number of facts.
The Plenum issues a warning of the dangers which are connected
with the revision and the distortion of Leninism, and calls for
energetic struggle against such attempts,

The ‘Party Conference of the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia.

By V. Stern (Reichenberg).

The last Party Conference of the C.P. of Czechoslovakia,
which took place from the 31st of October to the 4th of Novem-
ber in Prague, was, as is known, preceded by a Party discussion
which was carried on throughout the whole Party in a
earnest and passionate manner, in which profound di
ferences appeared that without exaggeration one could
of a crisis in the Party, , i VA

The Social Democratic Legacy. ;

This crisis was bound to come sconer or later in the C. P. of
.“3“%-: :
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! the decisions, then the crisis of the Party can be regarded as of the Otto Bauer , who preach: Austria alone is too
i completely liquidated. small, it must wait until the others advance.

: e To sum up, it may be said: the feeling of weakness of {he
The Siguificance of the Decisions. Party and of the Party ntnlx'rt‘iu , the m (:,0' develop

Our Party Conference was the first after the V. Congress 'evolutionary energy, created the sol the g: Tack
and at the S&l)llk time the Party Counference of one of the largest ~Which brought about ‘5“’“ ng in the Party not om polm
sections of the International.” And this Party Conference ﬁs but on personal grounds. The last heavy fraction struggie
fully and entirely approved the decisions of the Congress. It broke out after the c‘?ulsnon ol Tomann. The Tomann-group
s dope so, not merely out of discipline, but from inner con- Ccrystallised into a firmly welded fraction, broke off connections
BMi the correctness of these decisions, and in particular With the Party, issued their own news-sheet, in short: they
forrectness of the criticism of our Party and of the committted a number of breaches of discipline, which merited
of its bolshevising. The Party Conference has also (he sharpest condemnation, even if the expulsion of comrade
. Mihrough the ition of the new central, that it accepts Fomann was a mistake, or at least an unwise step, and was there-
hese decisions, not only in theses and resolutions, but it will Iore not recognised by the E. C. C 1. The last lickering up of
also secure their practical carrying out. That is a most important  the crisis, however, rendered possible at same time its

. i are still under the triotic comsideration for “our republic". In the trade union
dnﬁﬁr@‘l:iltl Imnm“twlp\::o" was impossible to g‘mnon it was necessary to fight against a strong and
matters in this respect because the proletariat was dJdas us inmer opportunism, against the tendency to give way

ing in any experiences gained in serious to the inclination of broad masses of workers to desert the
revolutionary str of their own. The danger which lies in  battie-field in the trade unions, and to yield to mistaken efforts
social vm‘ heri was increased stifl more by the of the red trade unions to regard themselves as an end in
L amelioration of the severe themselves. The continual hesitation of the Party in this question
he to arrive at an under- had led to a terrible lack of clarity. Mistaken moods in the
standing” on the part of the bourgeois and social democratic masses were not only not combatted but systematically promoted.
opposition of the national minorities, which is even prepared, in  There were no differences of opinion rc?ardmg the nece,

or & few ministerial seats, not only to facilitate the class of reconstructing the Party on the basis ol factory nuclei.
?m' but also the national suppression by participation the demands for a decided enterprising leadership, for an.
in the governmen -?:-m crease of the proletarian elements in the leadership, for a bet

there i accepting the communists  connection of parliamentary action with mass actions, for a
mnto :ﬂuﬁ?n very &rm’pﬁc indication of the revolutionary language and attitude in the daily struggles, for
of
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liquidats
estimate Party. increasing and sharpening the struggles met with no serious B —— FU— Iqm:or this there were present the lollo necessary pre-
resistance. In the Russian and German questions no serious conditionat

attempt was made to defend the attitude of the old Party
leaders.

The National Conference of the Communist 1. A new offensive of the proletarian

ement as a whole

All these questions were settled by the Party conference
without compromise. Ouly in the trade union question was it
possible to believe that a omise had been arrived at. But
this is not the case. It was laid down with all clearness that
the wrong line which our trade unmion policy had followed
hitherto shall be given up, that new factics — the Leninist tactics,
shall be employ:

The New Leadership.

A compromise was concluded in another respect — in the
question of the new leadership. Here the difierences were very
sharply opposed, and it was not so easy to predict the resulf.
The left demanded as a guarantee for the carrying out of the
decisions a deciding and uate majority of such comrades
in the central who already, before the Conference, had fully
and entirely, and not me out of discipline but out of inner
conviction, the decisions of the World Congress. The
other side declared that there was no guarantee that these
comrades would lead the Party better than the former leaders
comprising experienced and tried comrades, whose declaration
that they are iciently i in order actually to carry
out the decisions of the Conference must suffice as- a

Party of Austria.
By Peter (Vienna).

I'he Extraordinary Party Conierence of the C. P. ol Austria,
which was held on the 15th and 160th November in Vienua,
brought to a conclusion the serious crisis which has shaken the
Party for years, and which during the last months led to the
danger of a split. It is necessary to examine the past crisis
for the liquidation of which the national Conference was con-
vened.

The specifically Austrian variety of menshevism is based
upon the unity of the Social Democratic Party, which during
and after the war was kept intact by means of the execeptional
position of Victor Adler, as much as by the miserable poli
of the “left” leaders of the tvpe ol Otto Bauer and Friedri
Adler. These Austro-Marxists never even summoned up sufficient
courage to form an “Independent Soctalist Party” which, based
upon centrism, would have facilitated the freeing of the prole-
tarian masses from open menshevism. As a result, the prole-
farian elements who are still inclined to centrism, are still
linked to the old party and thereby to menshevist counter-

set in with the metal workers’ strike in September.

2. In the membership, particularly of the provinces, but
also in Vienna, there arose a sound reaction against the ever-
lasting fractionism.

3. The ideological discussions in the brother Parties extended
to the Austrian unists. In fact we can say without doubt
that the left course of the Comintern has essentially contributed
to saving the Austrian Party.

The liquidation of the Party crisis was accomplished in
two stages:

1. In the first place it was necessary to overcome the Tomann
fraction, which at the inning of the last crisis formed the
most serious dauger for Party, because it linked up the best
proletarian and left elements with the right-opportunist and
anarcho-syndicalist elements, so that the former, in order o be
able in any way to oppose the political line of the official Party,
partly approved, or at least failed to oppose, even reformist ten-
dencies, as was the case in the last metal workers’ strike.

2. At the moment, however, when the dissolution of the
fractional chains reached a certain point, it was necessary 1o
adopt a change of tactics, a icy of reconciliation. It is
this point of view that the action of the E. C. C. . in not endorsi

the expulsion of comrade Tomann and referring the case
Tomann to the Co:nroli(kxytnision must be reqrdd, and not
In addittion to this there is the lirst effects of the Geneva - e Kb £ o e

revolution. This, of course, renders more difficult the winning

sufficient guarantee that this will actually be the case. If in this of e for - Sy

uestion it had come to & definite vote between the two factions,

; omann group.
i it may have turned out, would have : S R e '3.Buttbeachonofﬂ\eE.C.C.I.!udtbemlmeufdea
d‘ct'h"l ":’ :.‘“" M'" gly ﬁ);r:. . avation of the dif- League of Nations restoration, wiht its apparent stabilisation of  that the Frey fraction, which during the last crisis had strictly
b'm"‘h — in fact the danger of a split woukd not have been the crown, which in the first place brought about a check in the avoided all ~fractional activity and had endeavoured to keep
ite excluded In the question of electing the new central, , revolutionary =deyelopment. Further, the Austro-Marxist aftitude 10 a real communist line, might become a new danger for the
w i case of Kreibich played a serious role. Kreibich had not fo this th!h‘u slave pact, whcrf;s «mtrgiv o thpel attitude of the  Party by its opposition to the decision of the E. C. C. I.
attitude of the Congress: leading a " only already before the Party Conference shown in a number of ) G‘a TIan .mp““"c"“ “":" oy A “:“ o““"‘;"“““ - This was the situation with which the National Conference,
| dearly showed that they are not in agreement with these deci- ;ile considerable right deviations in the national question, ; W‘!‘“ SEIDINDN Mmarhes Sy S Sva 0"": and with it the whole Party, was faced, which constituted a
; M“M@ﬂwfmﬁ:pﬁ!.‘w‘!md“ in the ion of the workers' government, ‘Mucm:x ‘ o lnry brthep:‘i’z‘mo?thew ?;':u"lllim task regardi whichitmnqwbeuidﬂmith&:cﬁauy
3 scpine A1 e vemapprotel of the whale loe of the 10 social democratic influence, who allow themselves fo be SCved: Already at the first votings at the National Conference

' exploited “painlessly”, as Herr Otio Baer describes it, the [ onC popacc 1at the great majority of the delegates, parti-

but from which it was H bourgeoisie, as it not yet need to have recourse fo terror, the
i up to now been lollowing a “democratic” course, which again

; hinders the revolutionising of the workers.

This = . Along with the objective difficulties there is the subjective

;
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references to the fundamental questions i y . the | weakness of the Party policy
which sharply opposed hitherto. This is partly attributable to the remnants of old
o i social democratic tendencies, which came into the Party in 1921

com- ! with the entrance of the Frey
: error of a suggested election with social
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iations between leaders. With regard

the workers' government, the National
Mydev:; Party comrade, not oaly to
our government on 1ts positive
add thcmmuivc slogan: No social
This Nati Conderence prescribed
pline of the Party members in the frade
on the struggle for this wnity from
nmsses, and 0 comnect thus with

1an

the political discussion was deyoted to
mic and political situation in' Austria,
racterised as bdammthou coun-

: turning d

was
correctness of which

t the mere v

2 arty taken a step a
down an official policy, which will make
to desigmate deviations as such, and in over-
ying tendencies within the Party. The National

Conlerence has belore all abouwt that which the Party
\ lacked up to now - amﬁmﬁu which embraces thyt

has
best lunctionaries in the Party from all districts and all camps.
The Communist Party of Austria is one of the oldest Parties
of the Comintern. But it is undoubtedly one of the youngest
among the H‘!PuﬂeooitheCouum Neverthless one can
- e optimism, that one need have no fear

By O.Rjastas

Jan Tomp was only 20 years old. He received an elementary
He first employed an an agricultural

:
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At the present trial Comrade Tomp was accused of having
participated along with others in “carrying out the decisions ol
the Commuunist ﬁutematioml and of the Communist Party of
Esthonia® at congresses, conferences etc. Ie was further accused
“of having taken part in the Esthonian Trade Union Congress,
which had accepted as its basis the Theses of the Red Internationai
of Labour Umons, according to which, in the non-conmumist
states, among them beir ?’sﬂ\oma, the existing social order
should be overthrown and the proletarian dictatorship s »

During the trial Comrade Tomp replied to the g
the chairman of the court, whether the accused acknow
guilt with the answer: “l do mot acknowledge my
before the court of bourgeois rascals”. The chairman
had comrade Tomp unmediately removed from the court.
leaving the court room comrade Tomp cried out: “Long live
the workers' and peasants” government!” He was shot during the
night of 14th to 15th November. o

The Esthonian bourgeoisie have rightly selected their victim.
Jan Tomp was a genuine proletarian higther. He had enjoyed but
little school training, but his class instinct was so strongly
developed that he never erred in making a decision. His policy
always followed the class line, which was not the case with the
policy of revolutionary intellectuals who were better educated
than he.

Jan Tomp was belore all a good orgamiser, and enjoyed
great influence among workers. There was a time when workers
of Reval came to him in all questions. He was no speaker, but
one word from him was sufficient to decide a matter. In Par-
liament, comrade Tomp was rightly recognised as a gifted
seli-educated man. He surprised everybody by the rapid course
ol his development during the last few years. He was a favourite
of the working class and its future revolutionary leader. It was
not without reason that the bourgeoisie hated him, and in the
press, in parliament etc. designated him as a “fanatic”,

The working class will ever revere the memory of their
brave martyr Tomp.

A Day of Remembrance for the “Inter-
national Press Correspondence”.

On the 23rd November exactly a year had passed since
General Seeckt, the Cerman military dictator, prohibited the
publication of the “lmprecorr.” The “International Press Corres-
pondence” had from its commenecement more of an informatory
than a propagandist character. In spite of this it was col L
during the period of material law, to exercise the greatest
reservation, so that we often had the uneasy feeling of having

too far in this respect. Nevertheless General Seeckt found
that we were still very dangerous, so that we were forcibly
suppressed.

The prohibition only resulted in the imterruption of the
publication of the “Inprecorr.” for a few weeks. In December
the “luprecorr.” again appeared in Vienna, and precisely because
the Communist press in Germany was suppressed, it increased
its circulation in Germany 0 an extent it had never done before
and introduced us into Party circles which previously knew
n;rhiq of the ex'::me ﬁetbe “Inprecorr.”. In Vienma the
“Inprecorr.” was ter a o oppose the dictatorship of
General Seeckt.

That was the only positive result which General Seeckt
attained by his suppression of the International Press Corres-
pondence.

e e

The Youth Movement.

,chgrduwdbqnmmomiw&m&ew
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of the Commuwist Youth International. s
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me over to the I1I. International who are still under the

Jmprove matters in this respect because the proletariat was
almost emtirely lacking in any experiences gained in serious
i wevolutionary struggles of their own. The danger which lies in
“the social democratic heritage was increased still more by the
-, illusions which’ followed the temporary amelioration of the severe
¢ economic crisis, and by the “efforts to arrive at an under-
i standing” on the part of the bourgeois and social democratic
- ‘opposition of the national minorities, which is even prepared, in
[ for a few ministerial seats, not only to facilitate the class
-Temon but also the national suppression by participation
in the govermment. The fact that among the governmental Parties

B
{2 there was considered the possibility of accepting the communists
~ amto the government, is a very characteristic indication of the
' estimate held of our Party.

The Turn to the Left.

The sharpened social and political 'ﬁ?ﬂm’ however, drove
...the masses still further to the left. improvement in the
[+ economic crisis, while it brought greater profits to the exploiters,
{7 in mo way bettered the position of the workers. Their wages
¥ were reduced while prices were increased. At the same time
| -unemploymen began again to increase. The effects of the car-
- -rying out of the Dawes Plan are already making themselves
Lo felt and threaten the working class with the most serious
5. _dangers. That capitalism here is in a process of uninterrupted
' decay is shown by the financial situation, which is becoming
¢ “continually worse and which the ruling class seek in vain to
[ improve by the most fearful pressure of taxation upon the
i workers, clerks, peasants and small rs. Soctal insurance
I, only exists on paper, but the banks and war-contractors receive
E‘mi‘l{ia.rd s. “Economy” s being practised at the cost of the
_ workers while imperialist bourgeois militarism is in full bloom.
" Numerous strikes had an unsatisfactory ending owing to the
. fergible splits in the trade unions and reformist treachery.
% All this alone explains the growth of discontent in the
~ Party with the leadership, which is not sufficiently energetic.
. Tn addition to this there is the effect of the German experience,
" “which clearly shows how n it is to have a bolshevist
i leadership and a bolshevist Party, and how fatal every lack
" .in this respect must prove in the decisive hour. Thus, already
i ~before the V. , there was a fairly strong oppositional
- mood in the Party, but which only expressed itself 4n-oocasional
I criticism and mnot in a systemafic open discussion. Omly the
. decisions of the V. World Congress, and before all its criticism
L of the C. P. of Czechoslovakia, gave the necessary stimulus.
Everyone who was in an oppositional mood the
| ‘attitude of the Congress: a number of leading comrades, however,
! clearly showed that they are not in with these deci-
sions, that they do not opprove of the whole political line of the
V. Congress, and only accept it out of discipline.

~ gy

e

The Problems of the Party Conference and their
Practical Significance.

At the Party Conference the oontradictions became ap-
parent in all their sharpness, but its result as regards the
political line of the Party could be seen beforehand. AN the
districts had already adopted left resolutions and the Party

erence pronounced itself unanimously for the political theses
“proposed by the opposition. In this connection it was not a

i gquestion of purely theoretical disputes, but much rather of
‘ mvwm are of the greatest practical importance m
% akia. Even the apparently so abstract disputes over
“the “meaning” of the united front tactics and of the Labour
government had as their basis numerous experiences in the
every-day struggle and very “real” possibilities. Can one form a
govermment with Benes and Masaryk, if the coalition is wrecked,
' -in order to avoid a “fascist government”’? Shall we become
¥ more moderate in our opposition to social democratic corruption,
" in order ps in certain cases to win them as allies? These
" and si - questions, although not openly put, were under-
lying the differences. The practical basis of the theoretical
| (ztputes was shown more clearly in other questions. The fight
| over the unmconditional recognition of the right of self-deter-
mination up o complete separation and over an active policy
of struggle -against national suppression, met with theoretical
objections, behind which, consciously or unconsciously, there
- was concealed the opportunist wish to avaid too bluntly chal-
lenging the government, or a too great concession to social

R —
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of their social democratic past. It was impossible to « question it was necessary to fight against a strong and

—

patriotic consideration for “our republic”. In the trade unig,

dangeroys inner opportunism, against the tendency to giv
to the inclination of broad masses of workers ):to dgﬁleﬁt wtz
battle-field in the trade unions, and to yield to mistaken efforts
of the red trade unions to regard themselves ‘as an end j
themselves. The comtinual hesitation of the Party in this questioq
had led to a terrible lack of dlarity. Mistaken moods in {h,
masses were not only not combatted but systematically promoteg,
There were no difierences of opimion regarding the necessity
of reconstructing the Pq.r'ty on the basis of factory nuclei. Ajg
the demands for a decided ising leadership, for an .
crease of the proletarian-elements in the leadership, for a bette
connection of parliamentary action with mass actions, for ,
revolutionary lan, e and attitude in the daily struggles, for
increasing and ing the struggles met with no serioy
resistance. In the Russian and German questions no serioys
attempt was made to defend the attitude of the old Pary
leaders.

. All these questions were settled by the Party conference
without compromise. Only in the trade union questi i
possible to believe that a compromise had been arrived at. By
this is not the case. It was laid down with all clearness that
the wrong line which our trade union policy had followed
hitherto shall be given up, that new tactics — the Leminist tactics

shall be empkxy

The New Leadership.

A compromise was concluded in another respect — in th
question of the new leadership. Here the differences were very
sharply opposed, and it was not so easy to predict the result;
The left demanded as a guarantee for the carrying out of the
decisions a deciding and te majority of such comrade
in the central who alread{, ore the Conference, had fuly
and entirely, and not ely out of discipline but out of inne
conviction, adopted the decisions of the World Congress. T
other side declared that there was no guarantee that thse
comrades would lead the Party better than the former leade
comprising ; experienced and tried- comrades, whose declaratio
that they are sufficiently disciplined in order actually to cz
out the decisions of the Conference must suffice as 1
sufficient guarantee that this will actually be the case. If in thi

uestion it had come to a definite vote between the two factions,
‘the decision, no matter how it may have turned out, would hav
brought about an exeedingly sharp aggravation of the di-
ferences — in fact the danger of a 'split would not have be
quite excluded. In -the question of ing the new centra,
the case of Kreibich played a serious role. Kreibich had not
only already before the Party Conference shown in a number of
articles considerable right deviations in the national question,
in the question of the workers’ government, the tactics of

united front, and in his non-approval of the whole line of the
V. World ‘Cong'ras, he also, immediately before the Parfy
Congress, wrote an article, the ication of which was prevented
by the intervention of the tral, but from which it was
clearly to be seen how exceedingly sharp is the difference
between the attitude of Comrade Kreibich and between the lmne
of the V. World Congress in all the decisive questions. Ths
article also contained references to the fundamental questons
of international commumist tactics, which are sharply oppos&
to the principles of the I1I. International, and which Comrade
Kreibich himself in previous years had most energetically com
batted as social democratic and opﬁortunist. In rejecting

opinions expressed in the article, which was submitted to
Party Conference, the whole Pa.rtx was united. Even Comrad
Kreibich himself declared that, while these opinions were il
his comvictions, he would now write the article differently. Dif
ferences of opinion arose as to whether, having regard fo fS
article, it would be possible to elect comrade Kreibich on to #€
new Central. The representative of the Executive very ener {
ly supported the opirions of those comrades who declared Thl’a
the election of comrade Kreibich into the mew central wou
mean the approval of his opinions, and must therefore %
regarded as adopting an attitude confrary to the Internat
Comrade Kreibich thereupon not to be elected. Afte
long and obstinate negotiations it came finally to a comprom'se

and a central was elected g 14 representatives ’
the right, 18 tives of the left; Smerel, 7;;
potocky, Muna, Heiss and Skaja were again elected. If now t¥
left and right w together with all energy in accordance W!
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e decisions, then the crisis of the Party can be regarded as
otély liquidated.

The Significance of the Decisions.

Our Party Conference was the first after the V. Congress
land at the same time the Party Conference of one of the largest
sections of the International.” And this Party Conference has
jully and entirely approved the decisions of the Congress. It
has done so, not merely out of discipline, but from inner con-
viction of the correctness of these decisions, and in particular
of the correctness of the criticism of our Party and of the
pecessity of its bolshewising. The Party Conference has also
shown through the ition of the new central, that it accepts
fhese decisions, not only in theses and resolutions, but it will
also secure their practical carrying out. That is a most important
step forward.

The National Conference of the Communist

Party of Austria.
By Peter (Vienna).

The Extraordinary Party Conference of the C. P. of Austria,
L which ‘was held on the 15th and 16th November in Vienna,
brought to a conclusion the serious crisis which has shaken the
Party for years, and which during the last months led to the
danger of a split. It is necessary to examine the past crisis
for the liquidation of which the national Conference was con-
vened.

. The specifically Austrian variety of menshevism is based
wpon the unity of the Social Democratic Party, which during
and after the war was kept intact by means of the execeptional
position of Victor Adler, as much as by the miserable policy
of the “left” leaders of the type of Otio Bauer and Friedrich
Adler. These Austro-Marxists never even summoned up sufficient
courage to form an “Independent Socialist Party” which, based
Fupon oéirtrism, would have facilitated the freeing of the prole-
frian masses from open menshevism. As a result, the prole-
arian elements who are still inclined to centrism, are still
Hdtedtoﬂ:eddpartymdﬂ:aebytomhevistoountar-
revolution. This, of course, renders more difficult the winning
of the masses for commumism. '
In addittion to this there is the first effects of the Geneva
league of Nations restoration, wiht its agparent stabilisation of
the crown, which in the first place t about a check in the
revolutionary  development. Further, the Austro-Marxist attitude
fo this capitalist slave pact, which, contrary to the attitude of the
German &dal Democrats towards the Dawes Plan, consists in
2 sham opposition somewhat after the nature of the German
ists, doubly hinders the organising of the struggle against
Geneva. In return for the patience of the working masses, due
fo social democratic influence, who allow themselves to be
exploited ‘“painlessly”, as Herr Otto Bauer describes it, the
bourgeoisie, as it does not yet need to have recourse fo terror,
bas up 10 now been following a “democratic” course, which again
hinders the revolutionising of the workers.

Along with the obijective difficulties there is the subjective
I , — the ideological weakness of the Party policy
hitherto. This is partly attributable fo the remmamts of old
Social democratic tendencies, which came into the Party in 1921
with the entrance of the Frey-group, and led to the serious
trror of a suggested election alliance with the social democrats.
o view of the proletarian membership of the socialist party its
Objective - counter-revolutionary bourgeois character was not

In connection with his there was the terrible fear :of
Ultra-radicalism, of “empty declamation of radical slogans”, and
i a result, there ‘ensued a policy which confined ifself to trade
mon questions. On the other hand, there are actual anarcho-
g:diuliu tendencies (We will only carry on the struggle in

¢ workshops’; and edondneedanyp&ﬂy!)wbosepetty-
Wurgeis character bn

brought them in close, affimity with those
"‘thhtpn(htorytuxhniswbjchhadaxly possible
the appearance ‘of the first-mamed tendencies.

Finally, there was the marrow field of vision of the Party.
There 110 close participation in the "and problents
of the Comintern. Here also we see the effects of the theories

of the Otto Bauer people, who preach: Austria alone is too :
small, it must wait until the others advance.

To sum up, it may be said: the feeling of weakness of the
Party and of the Party membershifp, the failure to develop-
revolutionary energy, created the soil for the growth of fractions, @
which brought about a grouping in the Party not on political -
but on personal grounds. The last heavy fraction le
broke out after the expulsion of Tomann. The Tomann-group -+
crystallised into a firmly welded fraction, broke off connections -
with the Party, issued their own news-sheet, in short: -
committted a number of breaches of discipline, which merited
the sharpest condemnation, even if the expulsion of comrade
Tomann was a mistake, or at least an unwise step, and was there-
fore not recognised by the E. C. C I. The last lickering up of
the crisis, however, rendered possible at the same time its
liquidation.

For this there were
conditions:

1. A new offensive of the proletarian movement as 2 whole
set in with the metal workers’ strike in September. g
2. In the membership, particularly of the provinces, but -
also in Vienna, there arose a sound reaction against the ever-
lasting fractionism. .
3. The ideological discussions in the brother Parties extended
to the Austrian Communists. In fact we can say without doubt
that the left course of the Comintern has essentially contributed
to saving the Austrian Party.

The liquidation of the Party crisis was accomnplishad in
two stages:
1. In the first place it was necessary to overcome the Tomann:
fraction, which at the beginming of the last crisis formed the -
most serious dauger for the Party, because it linked up the best
proletarian and left elements with the right-opportunist and
anarcho-syndicalist elements, so that the former, in order to be
able in any way to oppose the political line of the official Party,
partly approved, or at least failed to oppose, even refornmist ten-
dencies, as was the case in the last metal workers’ strrke.

2. At the moment, however, when the dissolution of the &
fractional chains reached a certain point, it was necessarg to

present the following necessary pre- °

adopt a change of tactics, a policy of reconciliation. It is from 4
this point of view that the action of the E. C. C. I. in not endorsing -
the expulsion of comrade Tomann and referring the "case xg
Tomann to the Comtrol Commission must be regarded, and not
as a_oconcession to the fractional excesses of the Tomann group.
3. But the action of the E. C. C. I. had the collateral effect -
that the Frey fraction, which during the last crisis had strictly
avoided all fractional activity and had endeavoured to keep
toarea]oormmnistline,mighbeoomeanewdangerbrthe
Party by its opposition to the decision of the E. C. C. I.
This was the situation with which the National Conference,
and with it the whole Party, was faced, which constituted a
task regarding which it can now be said that it is practically
solved. Already at the first votings at the National Conference
it could be seen that the great majority of the delegates, parti-
cularly from the provinces, were decidedly opposed to the -
extreme representatives of both tendencies and dominated the
conference as a firm E. C. C. I. bloc. This fact lent the conference
an authority which will have its effects upon the members, and T
which already at the conference had the effect that the extremists =
of both sides acted with somewhat dampened “energy“ and in- | g
voluntarily found themsetves in the position of having to justify #
themselves before the forum of the whole Party. by 1
Thus the political work of the conference, which lasted two 3
days, was most fruitful. It formed the basis for a consolidation . §
of the Pu@ as it gave to the Party a new revolutionary feeling” §
of power, “"which can only result from a ruthles self ba% ‘
and seli-examination by the Party. Conference
occupied itself with a number of problems and decided in all
cases upon precise formulations, which lay down the lines o |
the Party for the future and which will lead to its bolsbwisit‘. A
In the first place the C. P. of Austria had to make clear its .
attitude towards the Party of Austro-Marxism. This it achieved *
by the statement that “the social democratic Party of Austrig
apart’ from the fact that the Austrian working class has not yef’
recognised its class' tasks and still adheres to the S. P, is
a workers’ Party, but the third Party of the bourgeoisie®.
National Conference also dealt with the question of the
t,aud,deeiduiﬂntlorAusﬂia,nowandinﬂnefuﬁxg-_
ed front tactics can only be applied from below, but



No. g

g be no guestion of ue?)hqu igns between leaders. With regard
B g& propagating the idea of the workers’ government, the National
e ce made it the duty of every Party comrade, nat oaly to
describe the nature of our workers’ government on its.positive
side, but in every case to add the negative slogan: No social
| tic government. This Natiomal Conference prescribed
L the tasks and the discipline of the Party members in the ‘trade
" unions. It decided 1o carry on the struggle for this umity from
w among the proletarian masses, and to commect this with
& . the every-day struggles.
i 1+~ 'An essential part of the political discussion was devoted to
. the analysis of the &comomic and political situation im Austria,
which -the Conference characterised as belonging to those coun-
. tries in which the bourgeoisie was turning democratic
. pacifism to fascism. This conception, the correctness of which
i swas. conlirmed two days later by the final collapse of ‘the Seipel
ernmert and the passing of power to Ahrer, the chief of
fascists in Styria and the industrial profiteer, Mataja, again
constituted a clean break with that social democratic conception
which seeks to persuade the workers in Austria that fascism
" _1s a mere trifle, in order to them back from fighting against
¢ it while there is yet time. The National Conference called attention
- -Jo the rapidly growing acuteness of class antagonisms in Austria,
® and drew the revolutionary consequences therefrom: the re-
I vognition that it is the task of the Communists immediately to
. taise the problem of the capture of power by the working class.
e There is no doubt that the mere acceptance of resolutions
i by the delegates of the Conference does not mean much for the
. - bolshevising of the Party. But the Party has taken a step
this road in laying down an official policy, which will make
| ‘it easier in future to designate deviations as such, and in over-
-~ coming the underlying tendencies within the Party. The National
. Conference has before all brought about that which the Party
& has lacked up to now — a Party Executive which embraces the
. best functionaries in the Party from all districts and all camps.
# . The Communist Party of Austria is one of the oldest Parties
~of the Comintern. But it is undoubtedly one of the youngest
among the left Parties of“the Comintern. Neverthless one can
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cortammistParty.

1IN OBITUARY |

Comrade Jan Tomp.

By O. Rjastas.

Jan Tomp was only 29 years old. He received an elementary
school, education. He was first employed an an agricultural
worker and later as a metal worker i the city of Fellin (in
present-day Esthoma). Comrade Tomp did not take an active part
m politics unt:l the year 1918. His revolutionary activity began
with the existence of independent Esthonia. In 1920 he was put
Torward by the trade umions of Fellin as a candidate for the
local municipal body. He was thereupon arrested and kept a
whole vear in prison on remand. In 1921 he was tried for

' _carrying on communist propaganda and endeavouring to over-
throw the existing order of societv. But as no evidence could be
brought before the court in support of the accusation, he had
to be acquitted.

In 1922 Comrade Jan Tomp was put forward by the workers
i of Reval as candidate for parliament. He was elected on the list
% of the so<alled "United fromt of the Workers* (coalition of
4+ workers, employees etc.). In parliament comrade Tomp, along
. with comrades Alik and Resen, formed the communist fraction.
¢ Comrade Tomp was their chairman and at the same time the

" chairman of the Esthonian Trades Council.

R
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~say to-day without undue optimism, that one need have no fear.
. Tégarding the futiweobsthis

) -

At the prese¥ trial Comrade Tomp was accused of having
participated -with others in “carrying out the decisions (f
the Communi$f ‘lffernational .and of the ist Party of
Esthonia“ at cofighesses, conferences etc. He was further accyseq
“of having talgene?'t in the Esthorian Trade Union Congres
which had aetepted:as its basis the Theses of the Red Internationy
of Labour Umjons, taccording to whic:lh, in the mn-oonl\mum'sx
states, among them being Esthonia, the existing social order
should be overthrown and the etarian dictatorship ser up»

During the trig?Comrade ~ onxereph'_ed to the question of
the chairman-of thecomrt, whether the accused acknowledged hi

guilt .with the amswer; “I do not ackmowtedge \miyseli guilty
before the, cqugt. eois rascals” g ach b thereupog
had comrade ediately ’ ‘Oourt. Before

ot
leaving the court room comrade Tomp cried out: “Long live
the \:rlgrkcrs’ and peasants’ government!“ He was shot during the
night of 14th tq 15t November. o

The Esthonian isie have rightly selected their victim,
Jan Tomp was a genuime proletarien figthér. He had.epjoyed by
little school training, but his class instinct was so strongly
developed that he never erred in making a decision. His poliy
always followed the class line, which was not the case with the
policy of revolutionary intellectuals who were better educated
than he.

Jan Tomp was before all a good organiser, and enjoyed
great influence among workers. There was a time when workers
of Reval came to him in all questions. He was no speaker, by
one word from him was sufficient to decide a matter. In Par.
liament, comrade Tomp was rightly recognised as a gifted
self-educated man. He surprised everybody by the rapid course
of his development during the last few years. He was a favourite
of the working class and its future revolutionary leader. It was
not without reason that the bourgeoisie hated him, and in the
press, in parliament etc. designated him as a “fanatic”.

The working class will ever revere the memory of ther
brave martyr Tomp.

A Day of Remembrance for the “Inter-

national Press Correspondence”.

On the 23rd November exactly a year had passed sine
General Seeckt, the German military dictator, prohibited the
publication of the “Inprecorr.” The “International Press Corres-
pondence” had from its t more of an informaton
than a propagandist character. In spite of this it was compelled
during the period of material law, to exercise the greatest
reservation, so that we often had the uneasy feeling of having
gone too far in this r . Nevertheless General Seeckt found
that we were still very dangerous, so that we were forcibly
suppressed. )

The prohibition omly resulted in the interruption of the
publication of the “Inprecorr.” for a few weeks. In December
the “Inprecorr.” again appeared in Vienma, and precisely because
the Communist press in Genmany was suppressed, if increased
its circulation in Germany to an extent it had never done belore
and introduced us into Party circles which previously knew
nothing of the existence of the “Inprecorr.”. In Viennz the
“Inprecorr.” was better able to oppose the dictatorship of
Genera! Seeckt. ‘

That was the only positive result which General Sceck
attained by his suppression of the International Press (orres
pondence.

s

The Youth Movement.

We regret that the signature was omitted from the apned
which appeared in our last mumber under the above heading:
The apoeal, of course, was issued by the Executive Comuie
of the Communist Youth International.

Proprietor, Publisher and responsible Editor: Eduard Stegbauer,” Vienna, X., Pernerstorfergasse 64.
Printers: “Elbemuh!”, Vienna, IX., Berggasse 31.




	v04n81-p0911
	v04n81-p0912
	v04n81-p0914
	v04n81-p0916
	v04n81-p0918
	v04n81-p0920
	v04n81-p0922
	v04n81-p0924
	v04n81-p0926

