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TheVl.Congress of the Trade

Unions of the

Soviet Union.

Opening

On 11th. November the VI. Congress of the Trade Unions
of the Soviet Union was opened. At the time when the Con-
gress opened, 1045 delegates had already arrived. 853 dcle-
gates with deciding votes were present, these representing
6,400,000 members of trade unions, The mighty hall was
overfilled with delegates and guests. A gigantic reliei of
Lenin stood out prominently beneath the flags of the central

Comrade Tomsky's

The V1. Congress meets at the time when those guestions
which have been, for all previous congresses, new and con-
tested problems, no longer raise any doubis among our
workers. For us the general principles and tasks of the trade
union movement are firmly established, It is the task of the
present Congress to draw the balamce of our multifarious
experience,

In the sphere of economics we are able to ricord a very
considerable improvement within our Union. Working wages
have also improved during these two years. The working
class is nevertheless still confronted by a number of extremely
difficult and cowaplicated tasks. These tasks are rendered diffi-
cult and complicated by the circumstance that they can no
longer be executed under the guidance of comrade Lenin,
the guidance to which we were accustomed. Since our last
Congress the working class has suffered a heavy loss; it has
lost its ideologist, its lsader, and its teacher. | beg the Con-
gress to honour the memory of Lenin by rising from their
scats. (The delegates rise to their feet, the funeral march
being played meanwhile.)
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35 comrades were elected
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organisations of the separate trade unions, inscribed with trade
union slogans.

The whole audience gave an enthusiastic ovation to coms
rades Tomski, Melnitschanski, Audrejev, Losovsky, Dogadov,
and the members of the English trade Unions delegation. These
took their places at the president's table.

inaugural Speech.

This loss renders it more difficult for us to fulfil our tasks:
The restoration and improvement of our economics, We must
exert our utmost endeavours, during the next few years, tn
raise our heavy industry to a position far exceeding that held
by it before the war.

The Congress has to reply to a nuw and exceedingly
important question: The establishment of the united front in
the trade umion movement. The dangers threatening the labour
movement in all countries are ample demonstration that the
line taken by us has been the right one, and that it is the
right moment to open up the question of trade wunion unity.
The fact that our Congress is attended by representatives
of the oldest trade union movement in the world proves that
this question is % ing taken up energetically by the working
class all over Europc (Enthuslastic applause.)

On behalf of the All Russian Central Council of T‘ndo
Unions | declare the VI. Congress of the Trade Unions of dn
Soviet Unions open.

wmmm and Rykov were
mmmmmwumum

After paying tribute to the memory of '
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v of the Trade Unions
& &?mrm of the Union
and on behalf of the Govern

ederal Soviet Republic,

ave passed since the last

r of workers employed In

increased, productivity and working discipline

ve been augmented. The whole working class of the Soviet

“Union, the bearer of our revolution, has thus become correspon-

dingly greater. The wrade unions, as product of the working

%ﬁn undoubtedly passed through the same revolution

as working class itseli, Our trade unions are not like

the trude unions of other countries, There the trade union

is the direct representative of the interests of the weorking

gn. It gaihers the working class together, and organises it
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Comrade Kalinin's Speech.

What does this mean, to govern? It means that the whole
of the elements Irom which the state draws its powers are
to be brought into play, protected, and given opportunity to
develop. And it need not be said that one of the main clemegtts
composing the power of our state, apart from the working
class, is the mass of the peasantry. At the present time our
Party is devoting much greater attention to the peasantry thap
was formerly the case. Our trade unions have always worked
hand in havd with our Party organisations, they have invari-
ably not only expressed the ideals of the wourking class, but
have at the same tiine given expression to everything else
of importance, everything of value, everything coming in que-
stion at the moment in the interests of the working class. !
have no doubt whatever but that the trade unions will be
found equal'y capable of coping with the present task.

And without doubt they will prove as fully equal to coping
with that other important task, the increase of working pro-
ductivity. (Applause.)

Amid storms of enthusiastic applause, comrade Zinoviev
welcomed the congress in the name of the Central Comitee of
the RCP.

Comad; Zinoview's Speech.

Comrades, we are all of us still under the influence of
the impression left hy the seventh ammiversary celebration
of our revolution. We recall to our memories some of the

Wu&g gm the carly days of the revolution, especially the

called upon to speak
on behali of the CC. of cur Party. At that time we were all

against the Mensheviki and the SR, who at that time still
keld fairly stropg positions in our trade upions.

Between the V. and VI. Trade Union Congresses.

We are involuntarily induced to draw a cowmparison be-
the conditions obtaining at that time and now. Now there
eraining of W&y apd uncertainty of what
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and is one of the most striking proofs that our trade unions
have been working along right lines, that the Party leading
the cumununist work of the trade unions has been on the
right path. Since February 1923 the trade unions have been
working on the principle of voluntary membership. The Party
and the noo-partisan trade union functionaries have devoted
to this cawpaign the whole of the eneryy and enthusiasm
demanded by the task.
The unity of the Trade Union movement is a vital question,
I believe thut the most important question before the present
Congress is that of the international unity of the trade umions,
This question is closely bound up with the present internatio-
nal situation, and touches very nearly the interests of the
working class of our country. Duing the course of the last few
years we have all had the opportunity of convincing ourselves
that international questions are not mere articles of luxury, or
problems to which jt Is only necessary for the heads of
organisations to devote any attention. This is not in the least
the case. Even the ordinary working man is realising that
the international labour movement has reached a stage at
which the events occurring in onz country touch upon the con-
labour struggles and the most vital interests of
workers of other countries.

From . Pacilism* to Fresh Reaction

That which is going om in the world at present is the
beginning of a fresh period of bourgeois world reaction, Only
recently the V. World Congress ¢f th. Comintern gave a
photographically exact description of the puriod designated

wdemocratic era®,

«In England MacDonald came mto power, in France Her-
riot. Belgium is about

°F
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black. The victory of the reactionary republican party in
America, headed by Coolidge; the victory of the reactionary
conservative landowners in Eng'and, headed by Baldwin; all
this signifies the beginning of a new chapter of the strongest
possible world reaction. Without doubt we shall presently
witness similar events in other countries. It was not necessary
to be precisely a prophet to foresee that Herriot's star is
beginning to pale in the French firmament, and the result
will be that either he himself will become blacker, and this
is very probable, or he will be replaced by a blacker mun. The
former possibility is the more probable.

In the smaller states we may observe a similar process
¥oing on. There are a number of states in the positicn of
vassals to these great capitalist powers, They are anxious to
imitate their rulers in all things, Jugoslavia is particularly
zeulous in this endeavour, You will remember that as soon as
the democratic pacifist tide rose in England and France, it
was at once mirrored in Jugoslavia in the form of the more
or less democratic Davidovic ministry. Now we can obscrve
the reverse: The present rulers were scarcely in power, and
Jugoslavia too had its reactionary government, headed by
Pasic. We may observe the same in a number of these Cen-
tral European countries which live in the reflected light of
these great imperialist states.

Capitalism Feels its Position Shaken,

There is thus no doubt but that we are standing at the
beginning of a fresh period in the world's politics, a period
of the blackest imperialist reaction. It is characteristic for this
present period that the bourgeoisie of even the stcadiest coun-
tries, as for instance England, is forced to govern by means
of going to extremes — permit the Mensheviki, almost the
workers, to take office for a time, and then to replace them
by the extreme Conservatives. This is an incoutestable sign
of decay, of the growing shakiness of the bourgeois order.
This change of govermment in England passed off pain'essly
enough for the bourgeoisie, but for the people such an up-
setting of balance is by no means so painless, and leaves its
mark behind it. The English workers have taken this all very
scriously, and have gained a real taste for power., We have
seen how they conducted thenselves during the electoral
campaign. At some meetings, for instance, the workers threa-
tened the lords with clenched fists, and evinced an nnequivocal
desire to alter the physiognomy of the noble speakers.
(Applause.) This is something entirely new in Eng'ish history,
and bears witness to the fact that wide strata of English
workers are moved by passions going deeper than a mere
electoral campaign, and that cvents are not likely to puss
off so smoothly among the workers as in Buckingham palace.

The richest bourgeoisie in the world, the Fnglish, cannot
reign any longer by the old meuns. It is our task, the task
of the lcaders of the working class, o follow these episodes
attentively, to observe the bourgeoisie rushing from one
extreme to another, and to take measures accordingly.

Why are we in Favour of Unity?

The diplomatists of the I International have frequently
attempted to sow distrust against the Russian Trade Unions
and against our Party. They ask: Why are the Russian
communists and trade unions suddenly rxpressing themselves
in favour of unity in the international trade union movement?
1 believe, comrades, that eveu if we had no other reasons.
the reason 1 have aiready mentioned suffices,

The fresh wave of extreme international reaction must
in itseif be sufficient reason to induce every sincere champion
of the work
mity among

vlass to say: in such a situation we need
trade unions as we need air to breathe. "

For us the tactics of the international labour movement
are determined chiefly by class warfare. We have never
believed for a moment in the much lauded democratic %
We have ulways known that-this democratic pacifism w
be but a briei cpisode, and that the bourgeoisic would pre-
sently show its teeth again as it is doing now. And now we
call upon all sincere workers, without differcnce of politicat
opinion, to all true sons of the working class: Let usdnll
together, let us fight conjointly against this black reaction,
let us unite to stand against this attacks, to break through
the black front, to strike at the heart of our adversary,
and to stride forward as far as possible along the road upon
which the proletariats of every country must unite, (Applause )

This is our reply to the question wiuy we are hurling
forth with such caergy the slogan of internation:! wrade urion
unity, formulated with such clearness by the Comintern and
by the last congress of the Red International of Labour Unions,
I hope that this slognn will ind as powerful an echo at your
congresses a8 it Las found in the hearts of the best of the
world's workers,

The German Social Dou‘:c::’u“ are the Greatest Enemies
nity.

I am of the opinion that the greatest obstacle in the wa
of international wunity is formed by the social democrat'c
leaders of the German trade unions, these trade union bureau-
crats of the first water. Therefore we turn to the workers,
above all to the English workers, with the warning that if
anyone is endeavouring to ‘prevent international unity, if any-
one forms a stumbling block ou the road to unity, it is the
German social democrats, the German trade union bureaucrats,
ready to do anything only to hold back the workers from unity.

The election to the German Reichstag will take place
within a short time. Germany is plunging into blackest re-
action. As in America and England, the conservative groups”
will come into power. It is obvious that the German soc
democrats must be aware of this. But what are they doiug
about it? How are¢ they organising thelr front? Against whom
are they directing their eiforts? Against reaction? Not @&
thought of it! Their eiforts are directed against the Leit only.
against the Reds, against the communist workers., They are
helping the bourgeoisie in these goal elections. They have
th{;nvn almost the whole staff of the communict Party into
prison.

There are a number of countries in which the workers
show reformist tendencies, and have no compreheasion for
our aims; but stili we find among these a sincere feeling of
c'ass censciousness, seeking for the right owlet, but not
finding «t immediately, This is the case in EPngland. But the
case Is very different in Germany Here the bourgeoisic has
been tianing a staff for the last 25 years, has been drilling
and schooling and feeding it ail this time, a staff from Noske
down to the trade unionist Dissmann, a staff composed solely
of gentleinan fully prepared to betray the working class at
any moement,

I am confideut, comrades, that by the time ybm seventh
Trade Union Congryuss mects, this unity will be an accom-
guslud fact, despity the ‘many obstacles thrown in your way

y uur .

Let us look facts straight forward!
of differences of npinion divide us from the English j
union movement. The English trade unions are nat nt%
:&" xmm“"mm diffe tn;on{h: "&"‘3:: poomufm e ?r the
m ren quals by
well drillzd German yellow social democracy, and |
that England's latest experiences will have induced »
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' m Liberalism has already fallen between the
and will presently be ground to powder between

the Conservatives and the Labour Party, Now the struggle

; be between two great’ parties: one the party of the

rgeolsie, the other that of the reformist workers — the

third party Is just appearing over the horzion, This is the

Party, which will unite the best elements of the

| labour movement in England when the right moment
comes. ( ) : \

We are told that MacDonald's endeavours will lead to a
mitigation of the class struggle. Bat precisely the contrary
bappening. These endeavours have led to an aggravation
class warfare in Englang, for they have been an attempt

mrve in a certain direction. and have failed to do so.
) They have tried to show the orld how the class

ar Is to be wiped out, how the dourgeoisie is going w have
ermps cut entirely painlessly, without even noticing it: but
have turred out very differently. The class straggle

Las increased to a degrec hitherto quite unknown
vountry. A diferentiation in the ranks of the British
movement is thus incvitable, and wveither MacDonald
anyone eise cau avold it

SEEFesEad
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What is the Kernel of the Story of the Forged Letter?
Are

the gentlemen in England really of the opiniop that
this au»‘g with the famous ,Zinoviev letter” has all been
for nothing? (Laughter.) Comrades, we have no reason what-
ever to iecl personally annoyed at this incident. Quite the
reverse. mﬂo every reascn to be very well satisfied
with the , for MacDonuld and Co. have therchy
yiven the International a most tremendcus adver-

in England there are still tess of thousands of wor
kers who do not ksow what a party nucleus ist, either in
the army or in the g«. or even in the factory. Our press

now. thanks to this letter - - forged
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of the English people, of the English workers, of the English
working class. (Applause.)

In our opinion the enemies of the English people are
Baldwin and Co.

It will be known to you that in the question of the
genuineness of the letter we applied to the General Council ai
the English Trade Union Congress, begging it to inquire into the
matter and to declare whether the letter were forged or not. |
hope that the comrades coming to us from England are bringing
us a reply to this question, and will state their opimon here.
Nothing binds them, and it is their duty to tell the English
working class in what net it is being emeshed: They must
tell the truth, and the truth oaly. (Applaussz.)

The Bourgeois Conception of the Freedom oi the Press.

This affair has been an excellent lesson for the English
workman; he has been able to see what .democracy” and
JAreedom of the press™ really mean. We often hear the re-
proach that the press is not fre in Russia. And troly, the
LTimes" and the bourgeoisie have no press freedom among
us, and never shall have. (Applause.) The story of this letter
is a classical example of the much praised freedom of the
press in capitalist countries: A few days before the election
a crude forzery is circulated, aiming at alarming the petty
citizens and bringing them into the camp of reaction. No time
is left for refutation, Lat a pretence of doing su is made solely
at the last moment, when everything is prepared and the
communiqués already published. The whole press utilises its
freedom for the purpose of deceiving the people in the most
shameful manner, and then, after the new cal.aet is already
formed, and after the power has been taken over by the wnost
reactionary of all reactionaries, they ohserve: . The matier i«
really of very little importance; possibly the document may
be a forgery™. Is this not an object lesson on how the free-
dom of the press, the dozens of newspapers with editions
ruoniug into millions, the printing firms, etc., serve the cause
of the bourgcoisie?

We sav to the English people: Yes, we are barbarians.
A severe dictatorship rules among uvs. You may introduce a
wmildcr dictatorship in your own country, (Applause, laughtor.)
We hop: from the bottom of our hearts that you will succeed
in expropriating your bourgeocisie in such a manner that nobody
notices it, and that the bourgeoisic finds it agreeable. Remember
the lessou which your countrv has been tanght. Does this
lesson not show that the bourgeoisic must be deprived of
press freedom, which it only misuses for misrepresenting facts
to the masses of the working class? Remenber that whers this
th. was Eogland, and not some remote cormer of the
ea

Must it not be evident to everyone that a press freedont
of this description is nothing else than 2 weapon held by the
bourgeoisie against th!r workiug class? The incident, thus

prove a serious lesson to the English workma.. He will tuke
note of the occurence.

Nevertheless, the English Labour Party wou 1%  million
fresh votes at this last election. The British workman's appetite

power has been awakened. The new reactionarv
ment will increase this appetite. The day will come in England.
when a labour government will seize power, but it will not
a . dabour government™ of the kind we have just seen.
Applause.) It need not be exactly a Soviet govermment, a
communist government; it may be merely o transitional form

it will be - govermment”
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The Unity of the Trade Union Movement
is the Best Pledge of the International
Victory of the Working Class over the
' Bourgeoisie.

Our Congress is thus faced by the task of arriving at
decisions, in the midst of a highly interesting and peculiar
situation, on the question of the vnity of the interaational trade
union movement. In the course of the last fe'ww months we
have witnessed an almost entire change of scenery on the
stage of the world; class forces are ¢langing places, and there
is a wide spread fermentation going on among the working
classes. Many of the Amsterdam leaders have a presentiment
that no future lies before them, The international libour move
ment is pushing forward towards unity, and we proclam to
the whole world: Here in our midst the workers of the whole
world will find sincere proletarian support, and will find owm
workers geruinely desirous of joining their ranks. We do not
retreat for a moment from our standpoint - noone can demand
this of us. We have celebrated the sevendr anpiversary of
our proletarian and nor-royal revolution, we remain the true
followers of Lenin, wsembers of the Communist International:
we hold steadiastly to our positions!

. The workers of all countries come to us. And we — without
leaving our fighting positions - stretch out our hands in aid
to the organised trade union movement of the whole world.
entirely withoul display of dip.omacy, and say to them: ,Let
us unite in the elementary und initial questions of thz struggle
against the bourgeoisie, which is attacking us with such un-
heard-of impudence and with such concentrated unity, We
must unite against this danger, and we are fully convinced
that even those who have been against us will reply Yes to
us here, We proclaim, and are vot afraid of being refuted by
history, that the time will come when we shall join together,
despite everything, in one united trade union international, and
then the English workers will not be amongst the last who
join us on the road to the final tmancipation of the workers of
all countries. (Enthusiastic applause.)

Tine Working Class and the Peasantry,

The second fundamentally important question before the

Congress is that of the relations between the working class
and the peasantry.
Here, too, we have no need to set up any new theses. Lenin
has bequeathed to us all fundamental princinles, but there
is something new, both in the political and in the economic
situation, which you, the leaders of the organised working
class of our covntry, must take into wll consideration, Com-
rade Lerin taught our Purty, and the comrades working in
the trade union movement, that it is not he who thinks ,only"
of the workers who is a Bulshevik, but he who thinks of the
whole country, and who feels himseli as leader and main force
of the revolution. At thi« Congress we shall not make dec-
sions on the tasks of labour policy in general, but on the tasks
of labour policy in an agrarian country. As the working class
is ruling in the country, as it is exercising dictatoyship over
an agrarian cuumtry, it must act with prudence and insight, in
such manner that it is accepted by the overwhelming majority
of the peasantry. The working class must feel itseli responsiblc
for the wholz
trade union t of view. This is the main difference between
Leninium, Bolshevism, and Trade Unionism.

wiealousy” of the Workers,
We may now observe a certain
towards
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prehend that we stand on the frontier between two classes,
and that our aims, both.in our own country and internationally,
penctrate into the world's history. There is no doubt but that
there are plenty of peasants who consider the eight hour day
to be a luxury: ,J work for 16 hours during harvest time, why
should the worker work only ecight hours"? Can we give in
in this question? Not in the least. There are some questions
in which we must not give way to the prejudices of the
peasantry, for the simple reason that they are only prejudices.
The peasantry must develop beyond these prejudices. end learp
to understand that the eight hour day is the basis of lahour,
a blessing for the country and therefore a blessing for the
peasantry as well, ;

There is another group of questions in which the peasantry
are justified in expressing dissatisfaction, and these questions
must also be accorded our attention, Above all, the guestion
of prices. How often individual groups of peasantry say to
us: We are giving the workers bread at pre-war prices, but
when are you going to give us vour industrial products @
pre-war pricest This is a question which the VI Trade Union
Congress cannot pass over in silence, a question whicnh formed
the main subject of the recent plenary session of the C.C. of
our Purty, which must be accorded the attention of so impor
tant a Congress as this of yours, We cannot evade this
question, It is no longer a mere peasant prejudice. To be sure
we must explain to the peasantry why the price quesflon is
not so easy to solve, and why the blockade and the war
have done more damage to city industry than to agriculture.

As carly as the XL Party Congress, Lenin spoke to us
on this subject. Every force existing in the whole working
class, in the Party, in the trade unions and in our political
economists, must be pressed into service for the solution of
this question, that we may be able to answer it satisfactorily,
that we may be able to show the peasantry that justice is
being done them. This of course requires a certain time.

What Kind of Soviet Apparatus is Required ian the Village?

The village requires a real Sovict power, un honest, cul-
tural sober Soviet power, without bribery and without vodka;
such a power as we already possess in the most important
centres of the labour mevement. Even in these centre« it has
not been so easy to formr these powers. You will recollect
that only two or three years ago we had to excuse ourselves
to the workers at the meetings because various adventurers
and hangers-on had made their way into the ranks of our
party and into the Soviet apparatus. The apparatus has been

“put more or less in order in the towns, but only more or

less, In the country we have not yet reached this ;
Can the Trade Union Congress be of help here? Yes in-
deed, it cun be of great help. Just as the first trade uniow
congresses dealt not only with our current trade union work.
but discussed at the same time such great questions as the
problem of the organisation of the civil war, in the same way
our discussiun on our current daily trade union work at this
Congress must not make us forpet the main guestion, the
question of general political «ignificance: How can we help the
peasantry tu create an honest, sober, cultural, cheap Sowviet
apparatus, one of which we have no ueed to be ashamed.

Tthnchnhuoulnc‘l‘n{o“Emn”myM

XHL Party conference. We were all somewhat surprsed

hear that we have over a willion trade union s out
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should? Now that a fresh wind is blowing in the cou ”,'

million of trade union members must emerge from the

This question has already heen discussed amoug us, at our

of shadow into-the realm of actuality, and must take part a
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one
the replies which we give to
ts the sole possibility of being able

further increasing working wages.
to of labour is by no mcém increased solely
i z“mumwmuwmdmk.so depends upon the
i political economists, upon us all. But the re-
: depends upon the workers. We must have the

the

time we joined with you to demand the eight
e, from the Czar and his con-

Workers' State requests you, we request

e

VI, Trade Union Congress, we can state this
than at the V. Con-
whwmmvuulﬂmmhlmumol
worker recuperate, if not by any means
v, who are iuclined to

that the workman lives like Cod in France™,
The question of productivity of labour presses upon us,
we cannot evade it. We must go beyvond the everyday
times perhaps unavoidable debates between the econo-
functionaries, the trade umions, and the Party functionaries.

Productivity of Labour is of Decisive Importance today.

At the present juncture our international position depends
very much more upon our productivity of labour than upon
the skill of our Rod diplomatists: perhaps our internatioual

depends more upon it than even upon the Red Army.

vity of labour is of greater international impurtance
us than it was before, of greater importance for the fortunes
I our state and for the fortunes of international revolution,
ts of workers of other countries like
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rational capital. In the year 1918 when we were badly off,
were then advisable. But
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is increased as far as possible everywhere. The problem of
our relations to the peasantry can only be solved in this
manner,

In my opinion another question immediately bound up with
this is that of the staff of workers who are to direct produc-
tion. The Trade Unions have begun to train the ignorant and
unschooled elements in their own ranks, and to set aside the
pseudo-specialists, replacing these by their own people, and
by really honest and competent specialists. The question of
the control of production now uniolds ¢ us in its widest
extent with reference to the peasantr the settlement of
land questions, to cultivation, etc., in a d, with reference
to every sphere of our life. For this reason we are also
approaching our teachers and instructors from a new view-
point, It is not that we are merely running aiter things per-
taining to the peop'e only, without reference to any principle.
We are adapting ourselves to a new historical situation. We
need such a transition all along the line. The staff of workers
directing production, in the middle and lower positions, must
consist of our own people. 1 do not know how this is going
to be put into actual practice: but it is a political problem which
is of vital importance for the VL. Trade Union Congress. | have
thus considered it my duty to lay it briefly before you.

The Proletarian Students,

Here we must also touch upon the question of the pro-
lotarian students. At the present time the commencement is
belng made with the formation of craft uuc'ei among the
students. This gustion mmst be carefully and competently dis-
cussed, for to a great extent it is a political problem, a pant
of the qrastion of the staff of workers controlling production.
and our Congress must take up this problem, and must accord
it due attention in somy section or commission, 20.000 worker-
are learning in our 42 technical schouls, and these will form
a considerable section of the future directors of our production.

Permanent and Imperative Fundamental Questions.

These, comrades, are the tesks placed upon our agenda.
Besides these, it need not be emphasied, there are a number
of other qucstk:;xs: everlasting fundamental questions,

Go to the masses' has long been one of our watchwords.
but we must not be content with what we have already
achieved, we must rather change this wathword to: Still nearer
the masses! We see that the cultural needs of the workars
are not the same as they were in the year 1919. The
requirements and wishes of the peasantry iucreased too. Our
lcaders must take this into consideration, they must develon
with their surroundings, they must show themselves capabic
of mesting the ever growing needs of the masses.

Another of our old siogans is that of the bolshovisation of
the labour movemeut. We are teacling this to the workers of
the whole world. But we must not forget it ourselves, Our
Party is of course the most Bolshevist Party in the world,
we possess the most poweriul labour movement in the Co-
miatern, but this does pat mean that we are bolshevised o
100%. Even our own Party requirss bolshevising, and our
Trade Unions, cur whole labour movement, No self satisiaction!
We know our own streagth, but we must learn to recognise
our weaknesses as well, we must never fail to observe a
conscious or unconscious attempt at a revision of Leninism,
even when made in the name of Lenin,

Final Conclusions:
i uzdtlm of the opinion that we are confronted by 2

“h't::m for gmmwh hall dwc&nl‘:hm m
. ¢ #
slogan, and shall fight on Bo’shevist lines till we succed.

In the peasantry quest'en v find ourselves faced by a
new situation, Many obstaclcs !lock up our path, but these
can be overconie, and they will ke overcome.

reply: It
n at
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;

The problem of the staff of workers control'ing production
appears for the first time in its full importance in the pro-
letarian arena. The question of the proletarian students is
a part of this problem.

All  thesc questions are dominated by the economic
uestion: Metal! This slogan was issued by the XIHI. Party

onference. We can now add, with greater accuracy: not
only metal, but textiles, coal, naphtha, railways. It is these
which decide the fate of our country, and, in a certain sense.
at the same time the fate of the international labour movement.

And now we must apply the who'e of the iron perseverance
and impassioned determination of the Bolshevik, hitherto active
in civil wars and in the many tasks set by former conditions,
the iron perseverance, the impassioned determination, and the
stecly hardness, taught us by Lenin, the whole of the energy,

the understanding, and talents of the Party and the Trade Union
movement — all this must now be applied to these things,
to metal, textile materials, coal, Naphtha, and railways, that
the productivity of our labour may be increased. (Enthusia-
stic applause.)

And all these prob'ems must be solved in the light of
those teachings which we received from Lenin, in the light of
true Leninism, in the light of a quiet and undemonstrative, bt
stzady and perservering effort for the Bolshevisation of our
tabour movement. If we accomplish this task, then our Con-
gress will prove a real landmark in the history of the labour
movement of our country, in the history of the struggle of
the international working class for the emancipatirn of labour.
(Enthusiastic and continous applause, lost in the tones ' of
the orchestra, which played the .International”.)

After this Comrade Geschke grected the Congress in the
names of th: Red International of Labour Unions and of the
revelutionary  proletariat of Germany; comrade Dudillier
brought a message from the CGTU of France,

On behalf of thg revolutionary workers of the West, these
comrades called for®™n energetic struggle for the establishment
of unity in the Trade Union movement,

A number of messages to the Congress, on behali oi wor-
kers in the Sovizt Union, were neat delivered, Comrade
Bogatschey welcomed the Congress on behalf of the transport
workers of Zaritzyn, comrade Kascheveuko in the name of
the miners of the Donetz basin; comrade Barmin in the name
of the building workers of Donetz. These comrades brought

the Congress promises from the workers to exert i uimost
efforts for mcreasad output of work,

Comradc Tschaplin srected the Congress on behali of the
Youth Union, and ponted oot the close association existing
between the Trade Unions and the Youth Union, He called upon
the Congress to ald the Youta Union in its efforts to win over
the yvouth of the villages.

Before the representatives of the English Trade Unions
rose 10 speak, Comrade Tomsky introduced the members of
the English delegation to the Congress. Thewparticipaturs
in the Cungress ruse to their feet and greeted the English Trade
Union functionaries with the utmost euthusiasm, The speechcs
of the English delegutes were frequently interrupted bv con-
tinous bursts of applause. :

Comrade Purcell's Speech.

Comrades, friends and fellow workers all. | am here in the
name of the Beitish Trade Union Congress, and | bave been
sent here to offer their heartiest greetings for the success of
your congress, and in additon 1o that to congratulate you upon
the tremendous work you have done in the interests of all the
world's working cless. | can speak with some little cxperence,
and particularly as | was a delegate in the year 1920 when
you were passing wrough what might be regarded us a irightiul
state of change. The present visit has enabled me to see the
improvemenis that have taken place since 1920, The long travail of
that phase of the revolution, of the phase when ki is necessary for
labour to-deal with the change of things as the times move and as a
result of the terrible heritage leit you by Czardom. Some of us saw
in 1920 the conditions of things that Czardom and wars had
left 10 great Russia. But today as | came along, and yesterday
as | passed on to Moscow, | observed that there is a tremendous
change in the appearance, in the clothing, in the headgear, in
the atiitude, and ii | may say so, from my point of view in
the frame of mind of the people themselves. It is possible to
see that 2 tremendous change has come over the working class of
Russia, that that change was due to the great work of the working
class representatives of Russia, the Soviet Republic Represen-
tatives together with the working eclass representatives and
through the Trade Union movement. We have heard irom time
to 1ime that there was a change. bu! speaking again for myseli,
1 would say that the impression | have gained is that one of
the best works that the working class did tor themselves was
that contribution of Russia in removing in large masses the
thy people and in helping to feed and betier clothe
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found in the fact that despite the falsehoods spresd broadcast
at the recent General Election, in Evgland, despie all that was
said in that respect; and some oi us were told that if the
workiug class of Enxland voted for the Labour candiiates ,the
Russians would come and take your wives'. We were wid by
way of huge posters

Vote Tory or Liberal
Address London or Manchester
Not Moscow.

The truth is, that the capitalist class of England, in commaon
with the capitalist class everywhere are bankrupt in ideas and
all they can now do, is to resort to these means in order to
further delude the working classes 10 vote 1or the reactionary
poliucians again. This proves that capitalism is on its last legs.

1 can say that our British working class has a greater
appreciation of international work, and knows more of Rnssia
to-dav as a result of our uxitation, and can oppreciate the
work of the Russian workmen far, far better to-0ay thun they
did in the days previous to the General Election. Uur adherents
have been growing uumerically untjil now we can count

voting solidly lor the workiog class canditates despite
all hes and calumnies. Again, be that as it may, the time has
come when there must be real Internavonal Unity, and when
I say that, | believe that the real basis ot International Unity
must be a definite anti-capitalist class organisation and not
some mere form of uni y. (Applause.)

More and more, | repeat, our working class in Britain is

beginning to 1ecognise the importance of internationa! solidarity
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we ¢ in that direction, li Amsterdam cannot do
of the Bridish movement are convinced that it will

1o force on this unity ourselves.

in- bringing these greetings we come here to

’hdp.': k associate, and to stand with you in the great task of
- securing lnternational Solidarity, believing that solidarity alone

must be the supreme effort 10 realise world working class
q.u?m We say it Is our duty 1o assist in the abolish.
ment of capitalism from our midst and secure the emancipation
of our class, remembering always that there are no foreigners
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in the working class movement anywhere, we are all part of
one great world working class family and must move towards
the final so'ution of every problem affecting us with these
things always in our minds.

Hurrah for the Russian working class!

Hurrah for the laternational Unity of the world’s working
class and down with all capitalism !

(Prolonged applause.)

Comrade Bramiey’'s Speech.’)

Comrades, on behall of the English Trade Union movament
} bring you the fraternal greetings of 5 million organised wor-
kers, At the same time 1 show'd Bke to remind you that we

have given proois of our sincerity towards you. As vou know,
the whole power of

we have more than once

:v'o-' ':'.h””.'.f"é‘.’f& ‘:’é.."‘....":"'r"“' ar 1920 :
n e year we

exerted all the forees of our organisation against the capitalist

wm to prevent the blow it was going to strike against
- Allow me 1o employ the time placed at my disposal for

" the . oi vou briefly with regard to our
m.wf_vm intorming

~ First of all 1 should like to make a slight concction of
what has been said by cur chairman Tomsky. He declared at
this Congress taat we are the oldest Trade Unions in the
w‘ﬁ 2&' watter of fact we are the representarives of
| ¥

ents

]

ony, but at the same time we are extra-
are animated by extremely young ‘decls, and
progressive tactics,
we are attacking the capitalist system in
ways: We are utilising the Trade Unions
the protection of the interests of the workers as productive
are utilising the co-operatives for protecting the
interests of the same workers in their capacity of consumers:
O wovemert for the -
this capitalist class.
! think it will be usciul to ghve you a few statements
referring to the first or thess forms of organisation, In the
g« W13 2232446 organised workers wore represented at
in

ei

English Trade Union Congress, In 1920 the Congress spok.
the name of 6505482 corganised workers. Since that time
the comtinuous depiessioy of Industry hus causcd the number
of our members to sink., and at our last Congress only
4328235 vorkers were represented. But despite this retrones-
sion of our membership we are representing, after thice years

ol asbaermally difficult iucustrial conditions. doublc as meny

Y In Eugland the last three years have beem 1 period of
<uftering and impoverishment In the course oi the years
1922, and 1923 we more than 1': million uncmployed.
have many of workers who have not besn able

.
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ployers are endeavo ring to gain profits for themselves from
industrial depression and the impoverishment o onr workers,
and have reduced wages to an amount valved at a total of
I milliard pounds sterling yearly. This discloses more ctearly
than anything else the complete failure and swindling character
of the sermons which they held during the war on the unity of
interests between workers and employers,

In shouwld now like to give you some figres roferring to the
co~operative movement, which is also a movenient conducted
by wage workers, The total sum of the capital possessed by
these organisations. accunmlated from the shillings and pence
of the workers, amounts to 127 million nds sterling. Last
vear the returns, cr in other words the r&enue derived from
the sal; of goods in the co-operative stores, amouunted to
239990900 pounds steriing. Almost '.875.000 workers are em-
ployed in their own co-operative enterprises. Thus we utilise
the powers of the working masses as productive force and
4t the same time their powers as consumers, with the aid of
the Trade Union and co-eperative organisations, in order that
the capitalist field of activity may be reduced, and The power
of capitai in trade and dustry undermined.

Permit me to declare that at the presemt time we are
exerting our utmost ondeavours to win the victory for our
views. We see clearly that our country is a country of extra-
ardinarily sharp social extremes, We are perfectly aware that
despite the enormous accumulation of wealth, the perfecting
of machinery saving human labour, the inighty triumphs of
science, the development of electrification, all this has not
lightened the yoke pressing upon the woikers, and these are
still carrying on the same wretched existence as they did
209 years ago. Therefore we are carrying on the work on our
own methods. in order to open the cyes of the English workers
as to the scle means of removing economic insecurity, The
solc possible means of putting an end to the misery of both
body and soul is the seizure of complete rule oi all the
means of production by the workers. This, comrades, is
the aun of the English trade union moverient. In order to
dchieve this aim we are employing ov- own means and
methods,

We are following the same aims as you, and will join
you in your struggles, using the forms most suitable for us,
that we may bring the day nearer on which the worker< of
the whole world may utilise for themselves the whole fruit of
their own work. '

Our
Ben Tillet's Speech.”)

the past have been paid less dearly by the workers than the
wars have been. The workers have never lost anything by
but have never won anything as result of a war.
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the most villainous cliques in the world, but it is precisely
this fact which has awakened such general interest, and we
shall be ablz to unmask the liars before the eyves of the broad
masses of the people imumediately on our return, and long
before the next Parliamentary elections in our comntry. Qur
ruling class is the most ingenlous, cunning, and energetic or-
ganiser of capitalist despotism, It Conceals its greed and egoism
beneath the veil of benevolence towards the working masses.
But after 40 vears of the movement, and aiter the unwearying
efforts of better people than we, our working class is beginn-
ing to recognise the necessity of not only Parlismnentary
struggle, but of struggle outside gf Parliament.

Whatever may be the forms taken by the activity of the
working class, | hope that these will be organised, and will
be carried through in the systematic manner ensuring us
success within the next few years, m face of whe resisiance
offered by capital.

‘The eyes of the masses of the workers are being opened
to the hypocrisy of our Foreigr Office, whose leading officials
~ 1 state this quite openly — are obviously hostile to the
working class. Thesg officials, who sent the proiest to the
rapresentative of the Saviet Union, have expressed neither the
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wishes of the broad mas<es of English workers. Here we

a lie from beginning to end, but at least it has served
purpose of opening the eyes of the workers to the character
of our bureaucrats in the Foreign Office, Until these Avgean-
stables have been cleaned our people will not entrust its inte-
rests to it again.

My dear firicnds, my time is limited. 1 should lke to
address you expressly as friends, for this is a really solemn
moment., Do nnt he anxious for ns! The fate of the world
vepends more upon vou than upon captalist England, With
respect to the English workers, vour achievements are to
them a source of consolation in their own sufferings, the:
awaken fresh hopes and stimulate to (cosh efforts. | Lalieve,
friends, that if Lenin was the greatest leader in the fight
against the capitalist system, he was still grater in that he
gathered vou together in unity, Lenin is no more, but the pre-
requisites for the execution of his work arc expressed in the
principles which he taught, and which Lave sunk deeply into
your minds and consciousness, The world looks to you. May
your war-cry electrify all workers, May yvour example serve
to gather together all the peoples of the world in one great
confraternity of humanity. (Continuous applause.)

opinions of the labour party govermment nor the feelings m :
the

Comrade Tomsky’s Reply.

I am confident of expressing the general feeling of the

Congress when | thank the delegation, on behalf of the organ-
ised Russian workers represented in this hall, for the fraternal
greetings sent by the workers of Great Britain,
. Whatever obstacles may arise in the way of tie uniting
of the international proletariat into one family of brothers, the
mere fact of the presence of the representatives of the Euglish
labour movement at our Congress' is a guarantee that all ob-
stacles will be swept out of the way, and the unity of the
Trade Union movement realised,

It is a slow and difficult piece of work. It need not be
said that we do not imagine it as the bare fact of the Russian
Trade Unions joining Amsterdam under these or those condi-
tions, or under chservance of the dignity of the Amsterdam
International to this or that degree. Slowly but surely, gaining
more followers day by day, we shall succeed in making the
working class and its trade unions realise the urgent necessity
of unity, and shall create a new united International without
any conditions whatever, and without any question of dignity.
In our opinion it is In this way, and in this way only, that the
unity of the working class can be realised.

Whilst we were in England we had the opportunity of

'oonvinc(nz ourselves that Lenin was right when he said that

if it was not easy for us to conquer power, it would be a
good deal more difficult for the English workers to do so, for
the English working class has not only many good traditions,

but also many difficult and harmful ones. England has a stron
and united bourgeoisie, possessing hundreds of newspaper
editions running into millions, A clever and educated -
geoisie, not one like ours. JThis throws many obstacles
the way of the working class, and it is difficult for the
English worker to seize upon power. i
.. We lope that when the representatives of the English
I'rade Union movement become acquainted with our couniry,
they will come to the conclusion that the Russian workers did
rightly when they made it their first work to destroy the
bourgeois apparatus, replacing it by their own new apparatus.
I believe that this acquaintance with the Soviet republic, witl
our workers, with_our life, with our capability of living

hard times without losing our faith in the proletarian revo-

that all this will be a means of enlightenment to them,
will force them to teach the English workers to judge

lution, and with our ability to build np a new life of our own
correctly. of the question of seizure of power, b

comrades for their messages, and for the ¢
come accorded us, the representatives of the T
the Soviet Union, by the Enclish comrades at

» :

On behalf of the Congress I once more thank the % :
Unions o

The opening session was then closed to the strains ol‘ﬂ{g
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Council of the

Comrades, 1 believe that if we compare the results lying

w of two years ago, we must admit

that the collective activity of the Trade Unions, not only of
the Cenmtral Council, but also of the individual Trade Unions,
has proved to have been on entirely right lines. The line
followed by the V. Trade Union Congress has proved equally

the transition to the wew method*) our Trade Union
was threatened by a number of dangers. In the
the
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of deviation in the direction of inde-

pendence from power, in the direction of Menshe-
vism, and in the second-place a number of practica: dangers.
The first fear, that the Trade Unions would become so intent
| upon the defence of the interests of the working class as to
. Juse sight of the totality of Trade Uniomist tasks in fhe pro-
i | letarian dictatorship, has proved groundless. Our statistics
i m that in Mm 1920 we had fewer strikes than in
and in the half of 1924 comparatively fewer strikes
i than in 1923. And if we submit these strikes to an aralysis,
& we sec that their chief causes have been the delay in paymenrt
i of or in the depreciation in value of old bank notes.
ith respeet to the other growp of dangers, arising for
the most part from the sharp curve which we took with regard
! to the financial policy of the Trade Unions and to voluntary
membership, we see that in spite of the transition to voluntary
y mhmuﬁ m"m u?u?m" .
5, we have already overcomy our
i financial dJifficulties. . sl
Deviations in our Trade Union Movement
There is no need for us to conceal the fact that certain
sections of our Trade Union movement have deviated at times
from right path. During the period following the V
Trade Congress there was a first deviation when the
v Trade Unions themselves 1o m carried away by
; the atmosphere of new  €CoROImiC v. We saw mane
. Hemly established organisations making the attempt
i 10 take up activity, to jorm joint stock under-
m&b confines of the Trade Unions, etc. We have
: perhaps heen a little too severe, and even rough, %
G this, but we have lavar ed al! such attempts from
f * their very beginning.
i ‘A sceond deviation has been the attewint to return to the
i old methods of issuing orders, sending round circn-
(i lars, efc. %&bmmwhcm-
| tered. And | am of the opinion that our Trade Union movement
,g“ s threatencd by che bureaucracy of the circular. And if we
J is the m;.';m m;:.vrt'h Mmb&“ ik
strikes
5‘ And comflicts, we may now take the followirg as criterion for

&
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Second Day of Session.

Report on the Activity of the Central

Trade Unions.

Comrace Tomsky's Speech.

Central Council saw this and made sacrifices. And thiose who
see the results for which awve made these sacrifices cannot
make us any reproach on this account. We were perfectly
aware that unless the gold and bread loan was successiul,
there could be no question of financial reform or stabilised
currency. And if anyone should now propose that we return
to the old currency, even in combination with increased wages,
nobody would be willing 10 do so. Our wages policy has
proved right,

During the last two years the collective agreement has
become a uniform and gencral form regulating and firing wor-
king wages. In the future we shuall endeavour to render the
collective agreement even moere simple. The further task in-
cumbent upon us at the present juncture. and now being dealt
with by our tariff departement, is the fixing .of a uniform
qualification system for every branch of production.

The Question ¢i Cultural Werk.

We attach the greatest importance to the workers' club,
to this lever of enlightenment, with its capability for satisfyiny
the whole of the mental demands of the worker. And we sce
that besides the circulars, or despite the circulars, the wor
kers' club has awakened a new life, thrown out fresh branches.
and pointed eut to us spheres of work of which we had nnt
even dremned hitherto, The workers' ¢lub began by arranging
craft instruction sections, and by introducing a whole
number of new methods of club activity, We may thus see
what an unlimited field of activity is ofiered us jor our en-
lightenment work by the workers' club. For the immediate
future the enlightemment work performed by all our Trade
Union organisations must be on the lines of: attentive study
of all forms and descriptions of cultural work, the ereatest
possible independence, more animation, sreater attention given
to the clubs, without any attempt at smothering their living
activity in the buseaucracy of the circular,

The old dissensions as to what the club ‘s reaby inended
to represent: school, political school, o pluce ol + ntertain-
ment? have not yet completely disappearced, ridiculous and
;::sks:mlcal though they are, The club has to fulfil all these

With reference to the work.of enlightenment in the Trade
Unions we may say that the Unions ore aware that they are
a school of communism, But what they do not at all know is
the methnd which they must follow for the fuliihnent of this
task. They forget Lenin's words. . wrigten to them with his
own hand, and incorporated in the resolution passed by the
V. World Congress; the words on the role of the Trade Unions
as transvission mechanism for connecting the vanguard of the
working class, the Communist Party, with the collective mass
of t.hfe non-partisans,

bus for instance the Trade Unions have forgo ir
chief tusk in the question of anti-religi s
they have to act as transmission gearing between the van-
guard and the organisation which unites all wage workers.
The point is that the vanguard consists of 600.000 to 700.000
:eﬂom. the non-partisan mass, on the other hand., of over
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possesses the right to punish a worker in this manner? Yet
this is being done by our Trade Unions, though they are
S d to unite all wage carners, without considerations of
their political and religious convictions, This is a dangerous
deviation,

Work Amongst the Women.

I have citen been impelled to abserve that this expression
<Weork anongst the women'™ should really be substituted by
another term: Work amongst the men for equal rights for
women™, It s not a question of according privileges to women
just because they are women: this would be entirely wrong,
and is in reality an insult to womaun,

Bist at the same time we must keep in view the fact
that the question has not been cxhausted by the decree issued
by the October revolution which formally recognises equal
rights for women. This must not suifice us. This forinal acknow.
ledgement of equal rights must be supplemented in our wor-
king class by the wish net only, to realise this equality in
the form of resclutions, but by having every Trade Union
functionary become actually conscious of the necessity oi
equal rights,

We must not think that we can help woman merely by
resolutions and words; we must help her in our daily life to
assert her rights, for this has been made exceedingly difficult
for her, oppressed as she has been for so many centuries, rot
only as member of a class, but as woman,

Our International Work,

I cunsider it to be my duty to report on one ol the most
fimportant branches of our work, our international work. The
letters which we exchanged with the Amsterdam International
up to the 1. January 1924 —- this forming a chapter of our
relations to the Amsterdam International represent a kind
of cheap rubbishy novel in letter form,

Since the 1. January of this vear the problem of the Uniwed
Front and the problem of Trade Union unity have entered
upon a new stage. The closer relations which have arisen
between us ond the English labour movement have pusheu
the problem. of creating and organising unity in the Trade
Union movement more and mere into the foreground. Our
strivings in this direction were first expressed in the reso-
lution, signed by comrade Dogadov, telegraphed to the address
of comrade Purcell at the Vienna Congress of the Awsierdam
International.

As reply to this the Vienna Congress, chiefly on the initia
tive of the English delegation, of whose aembgrs comrade
Purcell is Lere present, and of the well known interrational
Frade Union functionary Edo Fimmen, brought up the guestion
of relations to the Russian Trade Uniens. As result of the
exchange of opinions fellowing this, and of the resultant Jebate.
the Vienna Congress passed the customary compromise reso-
lution, admitting the possibility of the admission of the Russian
Trade Unions to the Amsterdam International. This resolution
contained a series of reservations. One of these 1cservations
is: »On the basis of the existing statutes of the Amsterdam
International™; the second: .. The dignity of the Amsterdam
International being observed”.

We received this resolution in July, in the form of a
letter from the Amsterdam International, We replicd that we
were desirous to negotiate, but that we consider it exceedingly
unjust for any conditions to be imposed, from any side what-
ever, for these negotiations, and that the questica of labour
organisations cannot be approached in this manncr.

Upon this a second letter was sent us, This letter stated
that tactical and political differences of opinion exist between
us and the Amsterdam International. But as these differences of
¢ are not merely in question of tactics, they would

us to send them a written statement of our principlzs,
it need not be sald that we do not doubt for a
Amsterdam International knows our prin-

And since they know our principles.

of negu-

s SIS

I must however admit that this corrcspondence was little
more than the sequel to the above mentioned rubbishy novel,
if in a somewhat milder form. The majority of the Amsterdam
International throw considerable ohstacles in the way of our
endeavours to create a united fronl. When | speak of the majo-
rity, I am speaking of the functionaries in the offices of the
Amsterdam International, and do not in the least identify com-
rade Purcell, the chairman of the Amsterdam Internatioral,
with these. Comrade Purcell is in the Minority, anl us re-
presentative of the minority he is frequently obliged, for the
sake of discipline, to sign documents which are little to h's
taste. | have no doubt but that the question would be settied
mch more rapidly if it depended upon the English comrades.
I must say that | was entirely satisfied with the declaration
made vesterday by the responsible leader of the English war-
kers, comrade Purcell, and | believe that he gives us a faith
ful representation of the feeling among the English workers
when he says that if the whole-of Amsterdam will not xo
with us, then the English will go with us without Amsterdan,

I am fully confident thar ameng our English comrades.
uiid among the English workers and their representatives,
words and deeds will be one.

It is ecasily comprehensible that the people actually run-
ning the Amsterdam International do not like to come in eon-
tact with the lepers” of communism. | believe, however,
that the international woerking class is realising more and
more clearly that capital is continuing its offensive. In Ger-
many the cffeasive begins with political repressions, and the
weakened political front of the workers is broken through eco-
nomically at the same time, It is impossible not 1o grasp this,
it is impossille not to see it

Fhose who do not see this, who do not grasp that West
European industry feels itself cribbed and confined, that it
has no iereign markets at its disposal, that the industry of
every individual country in England, France, or Germany -«
is endeavouring to find out how it can cheapen the cost price
1 ity geods so as to win these markets, have no idea of how
things are geing in the world at all, X

From all sides we hear the lamemts of West European
capitalists, that it 18" of no advantage to produce goods, that
labour is dear, currencies shaky, This is a general lamentation.
And it implies the inevitability of ifresh economic attacks upan
the working class. And these who do not grusp that ong
factor thrown iu the balance of the struggle between capi-
talists and workers is the six million of Russian wrokers now
ruling a great, important state, capable of great deeds in spite
of its poverty, a state which the West European cupitalists
are forced to reccgnise whether they want 1o or not —
who dn not grasp that these six million workers may turi
the scale, know nothing of the labour problem. We need vuity,
because we feel the approach of fresh struggles in the Westk
in which the West Furopean workers will be forced to take =
part; and the things which touch the West European w
tovch the Russian worker just as nearly, and are part of iy
own problem. for the defeat of the workers of the West
is our defeat. ’ b

L

Lonia's Labour Movement Priacieles: -

It is only natural that some comrades may doubt w
it is permissible for us te join the same International as th
social democrats, who have shown us their real countenances
often enough during these seven years since the war, to
nothing of their conduct during the war, Will our )
not suffer? Does it not signify that we shall have to sa
at least a part of our principles? A

I believe, comrades, that we have really forged o
dulelnl::heanddl‘r‘on.m.;‘m:ywemenw
war and two revolutions, y the revolution in
we do not stand for our principles in vmdxmlﬂl
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firmly established, and deve-
by life itself; the steady
st proof of this

1o whatever organisation we be-
the wellare and the interests of
shall collaborate with everyone
workers of Western Europe. But we
of our principles, nor shall
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And if we are set the task of applying our principles in
actual practice in the West Euronean labour movement, in co-
operation with the Amsterdam leaders, then we face this test
with the most perfect confidence, and our principles tried in
the fire of the Russian revolution, will stand the test here
as well, We are couvinced that this test will yield results
in our favour, in favour of the o!d Bolshevist principles of
the labour movement propagated by Lenin. (Enthusiastic
applause.) 4

Comrade Dogadov.

Figures from varieus branches of production:

Metal workers: End of 1922 23% of pro-war wages,
today 56.6%.

Textile workers: End of 1922, 43%, today 91.7%.

Miners: End of 1922 399%, to day 522%.,

ghtmical workers: End of 1922 60%, today

In Moscow and Leningrad wages are somewhat higher
than in other districts, In Moscow the average wage at the
end of 1922 was 62% of pre-war wages, today it is 109%.
Leningrad remains somewhat behind Moscow; here the corre-
sponding  figures nre 42% and 90%, A certain degree of
equalisation has been attained for the wages of diiferent pro-
fessions. Thus for instance the average pre-war wage of the
metal workers was 140%, the avcrage wage of the textile
workers w&. ol the yenmeral average wage; today thesc
figures are 1065% and 80.7%.

This shows us that, despite the difficu’t situation, our
state industry i> approaching pre-w ar conditions. The figures
show that the wages policy of the Central Trade Union Coun-
cil is yielding slow but tangible results

In the months of May and June of this vear the eal wages
of the workers have been increased. though without a rise in
the nomiral value of the wage; this has been brought about.
in the first plece, by increased plece work output, and in the
second pluce by reductions in prices, Wo trust real wages
will continue fo increase in this manner, ;

With reierence to the policy i wages regulation
I hope that the VI Congress will condemn the propositions
aiming at 3 mechanical rise in wages. The wages rgulation
of the Central Council is basced upon the following factors:
1. The drawing up of a uniform wages scale wih eigxh stage:.
2. The matical results of the general agrcement.. 3. The in-
troduction of a wniform tariff. This last measure canmot how-
ewer be realised for some time.

In the question of specialists’ wages, the Trade
Union Council bas taken the strictest measures for reducing
the specialist fund, as also the number of persons classified as
specialists, to a minimum,

80% of the workers and employees are comprised in the
collectiveagre  ments, The chief excertion is formed
by the season workers. The number of conflicts has ben con-
siderably less than last year. At the samc time we may ob-
serve that whilst conflicts have become fewer in state under-

takings, they have increased in private enterprises
The

Cultural Work of the Trade Union.

he workers' clubs are the centres of cultural work.
to the latest reports, we have 10572 clubs (I belizve

&
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Discussion on the Report on the Activity of the

Central Council.

Comrade Woskanjan (Central bureau, proletarian students)
pointed out the difficult situation of the students, and emphasi-
sed the unpermissibility of a reduction of the support granted
by the Trade Unions to the students.

Comrade Guli (Charkow) pointed out that a false tendency
exists in the campaign for acreasing working productivity,
this being that some comrades imagine that productivity ui
labour is to be incr:ased by intensification of individual work
only, and thus pay no attention to the technical equipmeet of
the factory or works,

Comrade Geiro (Donetz basin) expressed the wish that the
differences existing in working wages. in various professions
and enterprises, be removed,

Comrade Suchomlin (Ukraine) pointed out that the reports
say nothing on two important points; work in the country.
and work among the national minorities.  T!.e speaker state’
further that the wages system plays an extraord.nari'y impor-
tant role in the increase of productivity of labour, Up 1c
now we have only had a proper wages system for the
workers, but not for the large group of the administrotive
technical staff. The present system of specialist salaries is
detrimental to an increase of working productivity, The wages
of railwaymen are still very low, and must be further in
creased, 4

Comrade Plaxin (Saratov) protesied against the views
held by comrade Tomsky on the guestion of circulars, and
reproached the General Council that it does not always im-
part its instructions in good time to the provincial organi-
<ations. i

Comrade Kuropatkina (Jaroslav) pointed out that com-
rade Tomsky did not say a word about questions of evervday
life, although these questions require urgent solution.

Comrade Akulov (Donetz basin) demanded that the varie-
xated wages scale and the great differences in wages between
centre and province should cease. The deficiencies in club
work mentioned by comrace Tomsky are due to the fact that
we have but few experienced club worliers.

Petrosov (CC of the Metal Workers Union) re-
jerred to the negotiations with Amsterdan, and pointed out

that the workers cannot imagine how they are 1o work
without international unity; but they do not want unity with
the yellow leaders, but unity with the real working massss.

Comrade Kusmenko (Kiew) called for detailed practical
instruction for work amongst the masses of the peasantry.

Comrade Jevrenlkov (Tula) pointed out the extraordinary
Advantages of mass work.

Comrade Krol (CC of the Foodstuifs Workers) criticised
the statistics odfice. The wages of the food workers are not
s0 high as stated by the statistics office. The office has based
its figures on investigations covering th  wage conditions of
only one tenth of our Trade members.

Comrade Soloviev (Charpow) cxpressed the opinion that
on absti e in the way of increasing working productivity is
the fact that the workers are afraid that increased productivity
would rcnder a part of them swerfluous, and liable to dis-

missal.
 Comrade Slatopolsky (Fkaterinoslav) demanded the simpli-
fication of the oblication to render statist.: statemen's on the
part of the subordinate org:aisations, A strict regulation of
working waxes, specialisis salaries, and premiums, is ne-
cessary. No word had been uttered as to how the wages pulicy
of private enterprises should be conducted.

Comrade Klujeva (Lenin,rad) protested against comrade
Tomsky's assertion that the shop stevards uccupy tl.emselves
with trivial work only, and declared thot she for her part vas
occupicd with the study of daily life and the protection circle.
which we have established accomplish a vreat deal of work. -

Comrade Rublev (Odessa) had also missed details on wvork
in the country in the speeches -of comrades Tomsky and Doga-
dov. Neitlier had comrade [omsky toucheed upoa the question
of unemployment amoug agricultural labourers,

Comrade Rjasanov entered in much detail into the question
of increased working productivitv, We have alrgady attained
considerable results in the intensification of work. But en-
chanced wurkiug productivity does not depend solelv upon the ’
intensification of work, from the degree to which tectnical aids
are utilised, from the raw materials, ete.

Third Day of Session.
Comrade Tomsky's Concluding Speech. .

There were several points whick | intentionaly did ot
touch wupon i my report, | did not refer to work in the
villages because | did not want to repeat what comwrade Zino-
viev had already said at this Congress on this subisci. And
when same of our comrades demand detailed instructions a¢
to work in the country, I can only reply that we cannot
issue any until we have gathered more experience.

We have been reproached with lack of eneccgy in our
wages regulafion policy. It is onwly possible for ns to regulate
wages by general decrees. and with the ail of Trade Uniou
discipline. We must not attempt any other {6rm of stale wayes
regu or else we shall s back again at state
tariff regulation. Those who cannot realise this have {orgotten
‘the history of staty wages regulation in Russia. =

With reg.rd to the national g, centralism is and
e e T e e I T e
gener 3 : . Te-
publics (Georgia, ete) the whole of the admini-
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1o induce the engineers and technicians to participate in the
work of inurcasing productivity.

It is not long since conditions were so absurd that the
provinces were complaining of lack of teckaical workers
whilst almost one thousand wnenployed engineers were living
in Moscow because they did not want to leave Moscos  JDis-
order of this kind must ceasv. We must ask whether these
cla'ists are not to be regarded as shirkers of work, and it
ey should ot be treated as sucll
Iu conclusion I should lile to sav a few words an the
United fromt in the Trade Union movement., Our decision om
our ass clation with Amsterdam is based upon the fact that
we do not want merely to look on during the coming struggles =

between the prole and the bourgeoisie-of Western ,
We must take an active
the whole of thusiasm, the




At the V, Trade Union Congross the principles of the new
code of labour laws were accepted, these being hased on the
contents of my report at that Congress. Two years of experience
shown that the code of labour Inws is adequate in all
is in full harmony with the conditions. of our
economics. We have had to make a number of concessions.
however, with regard to some catesories of workers, thus
for instance with reference to agriculturs! work. to the obli-
state labour exchanges, etc.

We wer. also obliged (0 make a number of alterations
with regard 10 women's and youths' work. It is amoog these
there is the greatest unempmoyment, This circumstance
is due to the fact that the work of these categories was
once economically the most advantigeous. We mast so Jeve-
lop our laws that the v ork dowe by women and 3 ourz people
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- The number of unemployed among 1dustr .
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obligation to avai!
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who have themselves registered A
. % o ”. - gperih on account of M ad-
Social insurance has heen yreatly extewded during the three

ym of Hts existence. Ovor 8% million workers, that is 90%
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Report for the People’s Commissariat of Labour.
Comrade Schmidt's Speech.
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of those coming under the insurance obligation, have alrady
been insured. We are already paying the actual working
wages as compensation for temporary inability to work., For
imllds conditions are not so favourable. This is our next
t >

Last year we expended considerable sums for workers
sanitoria and medical institutions. More than 50.000 workers
have been (reated in the sanitoria in the health resorts in
the course of the past year. Our funds did not permit us
to afford more. The patients treated in our saniteria have
been on an average workers to the extent of 80%. This is
an extraordinarily great achievement, and one Wwhich we must
maintain,

In the sphere of labour protection it has hitherto been
customary to compensate the harmfulness of compursory wark
by other means: by more holidays, shorter working day. etc.
We must now devote more attention, not to compensation.
but to the removal of the harmiulness of the working con-
dltion'r;. '

e law of 16, May renders it possible for us to take
up the building of workers' dwellings to a much greater extent.
Above all, 16,500 dwellings for 95000 workers are being build.
Besides this, the workers themselves must participate in *he
house building by material participation in the formation of
dwelling house building co-operatives. The Trade Unions must
takv part in this work in the form of strict control ensumdig
the proper utilisation of the means intended for building pur-
poses, d

After a discussion on Comrade Schmidt's speech. and com-
rade Schmidt's reply, the third day's session clnsedf” -

Fourth Day of Session,

. Al the Deginning of tae meeting comrade

ranks to the energy of comrade More. and his friends

At 't had been possid'e far the nugo aliunssa!l’“t}y
hroken i lmu:«ma the Sowijet Union and England to be
seftle) in a maoner to both sides.

acceptable
Comrade Tomsky beege.. the English Trade Union functionaries
present to express the t o«
R, d.:mu. ympathy of the Congress to

Comrade Griifiith

replied ou behali of the English delexation. He spoke o1 com-
rade Morel 0s one of the sincerest and most seli sacrificing
adhercnts of international unity among the workers. and o
in the best sens: of the word. During the negotiations
between England and the Soviet Union he was the first to
protest agairs! che treaty being dropped, and to exercise
pressure on the governmoent in favour of the treaty, He was
one of the comrades who induced the govermment to sien
the treaty,
The Congress r ¢ ; comrade N b
i er s:mu ed the memory of comrade Morel by

After this comrade Rykow, welcomed by storms of app-
iuse, rose to speak

: The Area under Cultivation,
During the last two years the area cultivated has heen

:c:_?:‘od by almost 30%. Its extent is already B88% of the

must be observed that the extension of the area cul-
is not proceeding regu'arly over the whole area of the

the area cultivated is greater than
consuming reglons are to be classificd
under cultivation already
1916 area being approxi-
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This goes to show that if we had not encountered the
clementary catastrophe of the famine in 1921, our industry
would now, at the beginning of the economic year 1924/25,
have almost reached the pre-war levelr The whole productive
region in the South West and on the Volga, which suffered
severely from the famine in 1921, has remained behind the
other regions in the restoration of its cultivated area.

The present year is a vear of bad crops. This year the
peasantry have brought in 9 to 10% less grain than last year.
But we can already make a calculation of the results of fhe
winter corn for the year 1923. This calculation shows an in-
crease of winter sown area, the average for the whole Union
being 5% in the districts where the crops have failed, and
even 10% in the districts suffering from this year's failure.
This is a result of the policy pursued by our government,
of its struggle against the failure of crops, a most imnartant
factor of which is the maintenance of the economic significance
of this region, furthered by grants of seed. by publc works,
etc. Thanks to these aids, it has been possible for the area
sown in these regions tg be not only maintained at the ievel
of the yvear before the failure of crops, but to be increased
by 10%,

Changes iu Kinds of Crops.

The increase of the area cultivated is accompanied by
a considerable change in the nature of the crops grown. The
so called consumers’ crops of corn, millgt, etc, play a part
of ever decreasing importance. A larger proportion of the more
valuable descriptions of grain is being grown. Thus for instance
the area under cultivation for wheat, as compared with that
for rye, has increased from 15% in 1922 to 20% in 1924.

On the other hand, the cultivation of technical plants is
waining steadily in importance. These are naturally consumed
entirely or chiefly by industry.

A few figures will give an idea of this:
Area cultivated (in thousand desjatines)

1922 e T R E Y 8IK 169

1923 e 5r 3 5 w5 R bty w I 844 226

TN T TNY, 1056 320

1924 as compared with 1922 . . 804 % 130% 189%
Cattle Rearing.

With respect to the rearing of live stock, there is still
a very great shortage of horses, the most important agricul-
tural draught anima's. The total number of horses does not
exceed half of the number existing before the war, The number
of farps working without horses reaches the figure of 40%
in many places, especially in districts where the crops have
failed. At the present time it is the first task of our agricul-
turalists to increase the number of horses. and to decrease
the number of farms working without them. During the last
two years the number of our horses has only increased by
10%. On the other hand, our stock of large cattle has increased
by 32% since 1922, that is. it has increased by one third. The
number of sheep has reached pre-war level. Other branches
of animal rearing (pigs etc.) are able to record an increase
of 300% in comparison with 1922. Cattle rearing is beginning
w play a role of ever mcreasing imporcance in the budget
of the farmer, and a great part of the ,agricultural single
tax™ is today not being paid from the proceeds of corn gtow-
ing, but from the proceeds gained by the products of cattle
;muﬂuuubymwotmuh.mechﬂyoﬁm;mﬂo, r

The Significance of the Revival in' Agriculture.

are a - set back,
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Improved conditions in agriculture have been the basis

" for the restoration of our industry, for the recovery of our

budget, and for the progress made in every branch of our
economic life. They have proved the chief prerequisite for
the development of the cities, for the develdpment of industry,
and for the development of the working class.

But this revival in agriculture does not by any means
entitle us to jump to the conclusion that the peasantry now
wants for nothing, that there is no more poverty in the villages,
and that the peasantry have no longer to suffer want and «
privation, In many districts the peasants are still living in
the direst need, but during the last few years we have made
rapid strides towards a permanent and comparatively rapid
uplift in agriculture and towards an improvement in the situ-
ation of the peasantry. .

The Growth of our Industry.

The increased prosperity of the peasantry has enabled our
industry to develop, especially those Dbranches of industry
which provide for the nceds of the peasant and the farm,
that is, light industry. The recovery oi light industry has been
followed by that of heavy industry. When we passed from
war communism to the new economic policy, our total indus-
trial production did not amount to more than 1% to 20% of
pre-war production. In the course of the last few vears indus-
trial production has increased by about 30 to.40%, and reached
50% at the begiuning of the present economic year. I we
take into consideration that at the time of transition to the
new economic policy we have only attained 20% of pre-war
production, and have now risen to 50%, this is a very great
advance: but in spite of this very rapid progress we are not
yet producing more than hali as much as was produced before
the war. Up to very recently the progress which we were able
to record for our industry has relerred chiefly to our light
industry,

We are no able to record a certain degree of progress
for our heavy industry, We have been especially sticcessful
in the production of mineral fuels, Thus we have been able
10 increase our output of petroleum, amounting to 233 milliop
poods in 1920/21, to 360 million poods, or 58% of pre-war pro-
duction, in 1923/24..

Coal.

In 1921 our coal output did not amount to moere than 27%
of pre-war production, and we passed. from one fuel crisis
into another. Last year our coal production reached 53% of
pre-war production. But here our coal industry advancéd too
rapidly. It is almost the only branch of industry which has
increased its production to such an extcut that it cannot find
markets at the present time, It has advanced too rapidly in
comparison with other brunches of industry, and must now
slow down for the time being. Some 10 millions poods of coal
are lying in the Donetz basin, dead capital, unable to find
a market. The growth of fuel production must he brought
more into line with the development of its chief consumer,
the other branches of industry.

Naphtha.

Qur naphtha production is in a different position, and has
much scope for increased development. Our naphtha works
are working to a great extent for the foreign market. Last
year our naphtha export reached 85% of pre-war export.
The circumstance that the balance of our naphtha industry is
now covered to a considerable extent by export is not only
of very great importance from the economic standpoint, but
our naphtha export represents, so to speak. an international
victory of Russian industry.

L d
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lo the year 1921/22 the amount of cast iron manuiactured
did not exceed 10 million poods. | am not in a position to
state exactly what percentage of %e-wur production this is,
but In no case is it more than 5%. By 1923 our cast iron
production had increased to 40 million poods, that is, it had
increased fourfold in two years. Our output of Martin steel
increased from 36 million poods in 1922/23 to 60 million poods
in 1923/24, This means an increase of 66% in the course of
a single year. The same development is shown by our rolled
iron output.

With regard to this year's prospects, an increase in cast
iron production from 40 to 50 willion poods is provided for.
As compared with the pre-war output, this is still but Vttle
wore than 20%,

With regard to Martin steel, the production for next year
is expected to be 81 million poods, that is, 38% more than
in this year. As comparcd with pre- war years this is about
30 to 33%. Our output of rolled iron will be 35% of the pre-
war production. This Is the situation in the metal industry.

muuMdMwav.

The chiei stumbling block in the way of the restoration
of our heavy industry les in the fact that it is impossible to
resiore it with the aid of the open markets only. Our industry
was developed, during the old regime, by the aid of gigantic
state orders — railways, bridges, ectc. The production of
current goods for the market was a very secondary matter
for most of our great metal manufactories,

budget & the present time places no means at our

setting about any kind of work in the least com-
paring with the construction of the old Siberian railway. Thus
the recovery of our industry depends much more than formerly
from the agricultural marker. At the preseat time agriculture
is requiriag agricultural machinery and implements to o degree
utterly unknown hitherto. Additional working capital and re-
equipment of our factories are of equally urgent necessity lor
capital recovers

International Press Correspondence.
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Price Policy.

The main questions which we had to solve last year, in
order to secure the possibility of uninterrupted. progressive
development for our ecouomics, were in my opinion the two
following: in the first place the tasks imposeed by our price
policy, and in the second place th2 question of stable currency,
It is known to you that we replied to the crisis caused by
jack of markets by reducing the prices, by a policy making it
possible for industry to sell fo the peasantry. For it was per-
fectly clear to us that unless a reduction of prices took place
the peasantry could wot buy. Thanks to our pelicy the follo-
wing results were obtained: in the autumn of 1923, when the
crisis was at its highest point, and we had a superfluity of
goods and a shortage of purchasers, the angle of the .scissors”
(disparity between prices of agricultural and industrial pro.
ducts) was 3. 10. This means that industrial products were
three times as dear as agricultural, compered by pre-war
standards. The result was a state of affairs which may be de-
signated as a boycott of industry on the part of the peasantry.
In the sphere of politics inis nught save ted 10 a breach of the
alliance between the peasantry and the working class.

The policy v price reduction had the efiects of closing the
blade of the .scissors” to an angle of 1. 46, so that at the
present time the price of industrial products is no longer threc
times as high as that of industrial products, 'ut one and a
half times. You seethat a very considerable success has been
attained. The demand for industrial goods has greatly incre-
ased. and the crisis is reversed into a goods famine. Industry is
no loneer able to supply the wants of the peasantry., Thanks
to our price policy, we have secured the absolute necessity of
increasing production in the coming year.

The Stable Currency.

This success would not have been permanent, however, i
we had rot been able to combine it with anather mighty achie-
vement: the introducticn of a stable currency. The commercial
intervourse consequent on the new cconomic policy is curried
on in the terms of money traffic,

Without a stable currency there is no trustworthy way of
carrying out the exchange of goods between factory and vil-
lage; where the curreancy is constaniiy depreciating, we are
plunged into such an abyss of insecurity that all traific in goods
is wot on'y thrown into disorder, but iiequently nade entirgly
imposs'ble. The introduction of a stable currency has enahled
us to bring about firmly established connections; by way of
exchange of goods, between town and country. factory and
¢. This colossal reform, representing one of the most
important prerequisites for the restoration of our wholg econo-
has Leen wccomplished and consolidated within a very
brief space of time.

At one time the danger existed that our budge’ v ovld 1 cquite
expenditure for which we had no revenues or sources of in-
cone, so that we should have to resort to a iresh issue of
paper money. But in the current year we have b ol HUCesst
for the first time, in balancing our finances without the aid of
paper moncy, :

The Budget and the Growth of our Economics.

Our budget cannot be called good, for it does not meet the
needs nf the Union, not even the most urgent needs. It does

4
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the whole of the direct and indirect taxes intended to be raised
this vear, the sum per head of the population will be seven
roulbes, Before the war the taxation per head of the population
was eleven roubles. At the same time the purchasing power
of &u present gold rouble is less than that of the pre-war
rouble.

With reference to agricultural taxation, we may say that
jor the current year this amounts to about 4% of the proceeds
of agriculture.

The weak offers in grain are not to be explained by the
assumption that the peasantry are not paying taxes (they are
paying, but not from the proceeds of the sale of corn; other
sources of income are employed). but by the fact that the pea-
santry is in a position to retain their corn, This means that
the burden of taxation is comparatively light. We were of
the opinion that the taxation was sevre enough to throw large
quantities of grain upon the market, but we were mistaken.
in a large number of districts, for instance in North Caucasia
and a part of the Ukraine, the peasants have pald the a i
cultural taxes from the proceeds of the sale of cattle rearing
products (milk, cream. butter, etc.) and of the sale of melons.
ln North Caucasia further by the sale of suniower seeds, etc.
The second source of income enabling the farmers to pay their
taxes is the rearing of smaller animals, a branch of agricultural
activity now being carried on in some places even more in-
tensely than before the war. This is the cause of the con-
siderable fall in the price of meat. The peasant is however
very cautious about selling his corn, although the grain prices
are three times as high as last year,

The High Grain Prices.

Last year the chief factors of our political economy were
the ,.scissors”,” the price policy, the stable cuurency, and the
budget. Apart from a few partial failures, we have been
successiul in solving these questions in all cssentials, or have
at least advanced for towards their solution, Today our diffi-
culties consist of the high grain prices, the shortage of circu-
jating media, and in the goods famine.

Last veéar in September rye cost 27 copeks loco farm.
This year in September it cost 62 copeks. Wheat cost 53 copeks,
today 96 copeks. This is the most important economic factor
of the moment. It includes the most important essentials of
our economics and our policy: the question of the alliance
between workers and peasantry, and the question of the rela-
tions between the peasantry and the Soviet power, The question
of the grain prices expresses the whole complexity of the
politics required from us in an agrarian country.

This year's grain yield is 9 to 10% less than last year's.
But the whole of the statistical returns go to show that our
grain will suffice for the whole population of the Union, without
the least shortage. We have worked out a plan for the pur-
chase of corn for the requirements of the cities, of the working
class, the army, etc. Our various organisations were to have
purchased 170 million poods by the 1. October. We have only
purchased 117 poods, that is, 53 million poods less. Our pro-
gram formerly included the export of grain, but this year this
is completely excluded. The purchase price has reached 1.20

roubles in some places, The partie and the working class are con-
roubles in places. The party and the working class are con-

policy they intend to pursue
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taken into consideration when our budget is drawn up. An
unlimited increase in the price of corn would overturn our
budget, for it would involve a rise In wages, 4 rise in the price
of goods, and the breakdown of our whole price policy and ow
struggle against the “‘scissors”.

The maximum grain price decided upon by us for this year
is very high in comparison with last year's price, but it is one
which™ does not frustrate either our planning economics nor
out price and wages policy, and it enables us 10 continue our
policy of price reduction in our industry, although our maximum
prices are lower than those originating spontaneously in the
market. At the present time the question of maximum prices
is being discussed everywhere among the peasantry, and it
aced not be emphasised that the members of trade unions
will not be able to avoid very detailed debates on this sub-
ject under the present circumstances. Fvery worker must be
ready with his reply to the question of why grain prices cannot
be permitted to rise unlimited and spontaneously: the reply is
that this is not to the advantage of the peasantry in the
long run,

The Methods of Fighting the High Grain Prices.

[he chief methods to be employed against excessive grain
prices are: increase of cultivated area, increased production of
grain, the intensification and revival of agriculture, The fixing
of maximum prices must be regarded solely as a temporar
measure for this year. The increased production of grain
the chief measure enabling us to prevent repetition of this
year's experience with regard to grain prices. Despite the
high price of grain, we have contributed not inconsiderable
quantities of seed corn in aid of agriculture, as these supplies
of seed enable the area under cultivation to be extended, and
the grain yield increased,

The Shortage of Goods.

The second question occupying our politcal economists is
the shortage of goods. Lenin once said that the wor
must show the peasantry that they are as well
dictatorship of the working class as under the dictatorship of
the landowners and noblemen, that the natwnalised industry
can satisiy their wants as satisfactorily as a capitalist system.

Today we are suffering froma shortage ol goods felt most
acutely by the peasantry a shortage of goods which prevents
us from satisfying the most elementary needs of the peasantry
The sole possibilitv of relieving this shortage of (
in increased industrial production. As already mentioned in the
report on the textile industry, this has already been taken in
hand. 1| fear, however, that this increased production inay
prove inadequate, as the extension of our industry does not
depend solely on the requirements of the market, but at the
same time on the extent of the means at the disposal of in-
dustry, and the means which we can give as credits. At the
present time these means are still insignificant.

Our Trade Policy.

The circulating means at the disposal of industry are still
very insafficient — every member of a trade union realises
this at once from the fact that his wages are irequently paid
unpunctually. The demand for unlimited credit for the

tion, but would result in ities in the
of wages, etc. Should we grant such credits or not? g
of th:n?hton that we should, The difference between wi
sale retail prices is still extraordinarily great,
among the private tradesmen. Were industry to
goods credit to the co-operativ
as would not always be

fved of consi
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ti ould not only hamper the lw‘mm indusirial produc-
ves would: ! U~
rurther irre .

S R S .o




{nternational Press Correspondence. ___Nr. 85

and mwe means. Such detrimental factors as the How Is the Alliance between Town and Country to be Realised?

purely ¢ pressure put upon the private trades- The : ) S B AR Bl , ,
man must cease; unlimited Y ¢ alliance between the working class and the peasantry
ratives at the ‘;‘?:“ of m‘,’:ﬂw;mgeaf%g:s is spoken ofgverywhere today. Whatever may be the question

under discussion, whether it be a question touching the deve-
lopment of industry, of the price of cotton, or anything else in
the sphere of economics, it is invariably viewed from the
standpoint of the alliance between the workers and the

mmmmvxiéa .wbu!&péo&otestotumhh
means advantageous t ade.
In our present situation we r from a shoriage of means

enabling us to develop our factories and increase our circu-

lating capital, and we cannot yet entirely dispense with the Ppeasants.

im“ of private capital for trading purposes, where this is Why it this inevitable precisely now? The workers accom-

of advantage to industry, plished the October revolution with the aid of the peasants,
We shall of course continue to do our utmost, to the Peasants and workers together fought the civil war and defea-

farthest ex of the powers possessed by the Party, the (od the landowners and the bourgeoisie. At this time a certain

tent
government, and our finances, to develop the co-operatives,
but in such manuer that our factories and industries are not
damaged by it ’

political contact existed between the two classes, a political
alliance. But if we observe economic life during the period
of war communism, we see that during this period the peasantry
lived independently, that it had practically no connection with
the working class in the towns, either in respect to goods
traffic or cultural relations.

of our , and wi Torday this is completely changed. Town and country are
. The task set s .o.nected by a thousand ties. The restoration of agriculture

to socialism is the o5 Ghich | have spoken signifies that the peasantry begins (o

manner that it po A% make enormous demauds for the products of the towns, cul-

tural values and economic values alike. 'l ractors, ploughs, etc,
are in great demand. This revival of agriculture, striven for
eagerly by the puasantry, is only imaginable if town and coun-
try combine.

The Working Class must Lead the Peasantry.

I'he peasant follcws the happenings in the cities with the
greatest artention, He knows how much the working man has
to work and how he lives, he knows that the workcrs have
convalescent homes, children's nurseries, etc. The working
class in the towns knows inuch less about the life of the pea-
santry. The intenests of the alllance demand thai the workers
regard it as one of their duties to learn more of the life and
needs of the peasants.The working class, the trade unions, the
workers' organisations, and the Party, must prove themselves
to be the leaders of the peasantry in actual reality, and lend
economic and cultural support alike. If this is not done, then
the various links of the ever lengthening chain connecting town
and country will lead to very unsound results. Thus the chief
slogan of working class policy towards the peasantry is ex-
pressed in the words: .Look (o the country”! The observance
of this slogan has never been so important as it is now. The
mutual bounds between the interests of town and country have
already become very strong. But it is necessary that the work-
ing class learn to comprehend the peasantry and their needs
to a wider extent than has hitherto beepn the case. (Enthusiastic
applause). '

. can muu in a wmanner visible to

proofs by actual ecnomic practice,
compared with the capitalist

of guestions.

it is scarcely possible for us to

productivity of labour gs it should

involving the recomstruction of our
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After an animated discussion on comrade Rykov's speech,

surnluses and the gradual Of i which the debaters dealt chiefly with the punctual
enable h: payment
will » " “e all the of wages, tlmnx snduia% in th& metal in%ustry. the p:;;guctflim:
programme, the distribution state orders among ustria
“&'aﬁm& urdertakings, the co-oper zive:. and transport questions, and
m o o in which almost every aker made some mention of the

productivity of labour, comrade Rykov replied with a closing
mtocwh, dealing in detail with all gquestions raised by the
ters,
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Alter this comrade Viadimirov gave a report on the
details of the tariff and economic policy of the trade Unions.

The intense interest roused by comrade Rykov's speech
was shown by several hundred written questions sent up fo
him before he made his closing speech.
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" The Question of the Unity

of the

~International Trade Union Movement.

Comrade Losovsky's Speech.

¢ You know that the HI, Congress of the Red International
of ‘Labour Unions, which took place a few months ago, issued
the slogan: ,JUnity in the international Trade Union movement™,
This slogan originated as logical necessity out of the decision
arrived at by the I, Congress of the Red International of
Banour Unions on the unbied front gquesiaon, for  the
united front in Trade Union organisation implies at ‘o
same tlme a striving towards organisatory unity. Wihiist
we have invariably made it our endeavous. in owr puils
tical movemem, to make our Communist Parties act with the
utmost independence, to draw as distinet an ideological and
arganisatory dividing line as possible, in order to develop our
political organisation, our Communist Party, at the same time
we have also invariably made it our endgavour, in the Trade
tunion movement, and this has been a tradition of Bolshe-
vism, — to preserve the unity of the Trade Union movement,
Here we adopted the standpoint that a united Trade Union
movement offers a much wider fizld of operations for our com-
munist work than a split and scattered Trade Union mevement,

How is unity to be obtained in the Trade Union movement?
This is the most important question before the Congress, and
one to which we shall have to ruply.

Is Unity in the Trade Union Movement Possible?
Before we pass on to this question, it is necessary to pause

4 moment over a highly important point: Is unity actually’

possible in the Trade Union movement? We are fully awars
of the tremendous ideological chasm gaping between those
organisations which have developed on an international scale
at the present time, and those organisations which have deve-
loped in their own countries at the same tine,

*We have two systems. On the one hand an agreement
with the bourgeoisie, on the other a conflict against the bour-
xeoisie. On the one hand a struggle against the socialist revo-
lution, on the other a struggle for socialist revolution. On the
one hand support of the coalition with the bourgeoisie and
participation in this, on the other hand a determined light

imperialist policy and support of the Versailles Treaty and the
Dawes Plan, on the other a policy of inexorable hostility
against the Versailles Treaty, against the Dawes Plan, and
against everything fettering the hands of the workers' organi-
sations either idzologically or politically.

How is it possible to speak of unity in the face of such
wide differences?

Our Differences of Opinion.

As a matter of fact, the differences of opinion among us
are still very great, In what manner have the two existing
Internationals of compromise, the socialist 11, Irternationsl and
the Amsterdam Trade Union International, reacted upon the
Dawes Plan? Scarcely had the Dawes Plan ‘

The Unity of the Trade Union Movement is a Method of
Winning over the Masses.

Must the Dawes Plan be combatted? Must Facism he
combatted? Must the capitalist oficnsive be combatted? Must -
war danger be cambatted? These are the queuvtions dividing
us from the Amsterdam International, and it is only natural
that many comrades should doubt whether such a chasm can
be bridged. And if they have such doubts, is the endeavour
towards unity in the Trade Unions not in itself an error? Will
it not lead to the destruction of our revolutionary forces, to
the splitting up of owr labour movement, and to the disorgani-
sation of our own ranks? Shall we not be swallowed up by
the reformisy organisations and by the Amsterdam Inter-
national? These doubts are natural, but | shall show vou that
they are not justified.

What are our tasks? Let us take the revolutionary Troade
Un on movement of all countries 7 What are our tasks in the
mass movement of all coumries? Our task is to penetrate into
all organisations, to win over the masses, to fight against the
power of reformism in the masses; and the more we draw
these masses towards us, the greater the number of workers
under our influznce, then the more rapidly shall we be in a
pokition to utilise the masses as an instrument of revolution
We have seen, in a large number of instances, that the Trade
Union sphit has been followed by a certain conservatism, and
a section of the workers otherwise undoubtedly belonging to
us has held to the parallel organisation, following the reformists
and not us, .

Thus the problem of wnity signifies for us mory light upos
the methads of winpning over the masses.

The Question oi the Formation oi the United Interwational,

We are all agrecd that it is pecessary (o unite the split
Trade Unions in every country, But great doubts arg aroused
by the question of the formation of the united International.

. The very first question may be stated as follows: We issue
against the coalition with the bourgeoisie, On the one hand | i $ B :

the slogan .Unity of the International Trade Union movement",

. and propese the convention of a congress for the purpose of
- putting this unity into operation. We propose to call together

all the erganisations affiliated to the Amsterdam International
and the Red International of Labour Unions, in order to create
a new International at this congress. And now comes the
question of conditions and reservations,

What is our idea of the new International? Can we leave
matters to take their own course, and demand no conditions?
Or does this new International require that we state a number
of conditions, and decide for or against the wnited International
according to whether our terms are accepted or not?

w_osu.ol’mm

Before proceeding to the first jundamental of unity, we

demund no preliminary conditions whatever. Our st it
is the following: Our object is to create for ourselves a i
field of operation by uniting the Trade Unions of all ﬂ 7
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] all the most important questions of the
internat onal labour movement, but nevertheless we propose
We Convene a conunon Congress on entirely geuo-

: msrme:mdeh:ufl olﬁ:; is u'm
majority, we declare befor that If we ourselves
- still remain in the International. You
we shall fight for the propagation of
our principles in the mass movement of the workers.

Split In the Amsterdam luternational.
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_ But comrades, it takes iwo o make unity, It is not only |

aecessary us to desire unity, this wish must also exist '
o ts. And here we may observe
time there is a serious conict vomg on
is necessary or not, and whether this unit
the Left, to us, or whether the unity wit

be maintained as hitherto, This
m‘m International; various ten-

beginning to develop, ideological groups in the
vermination, We have a leit wing of the Amster-
no definite programme as yet,
a certain trend of feeling in the masses, the
support in the revoluvona ¥ secais o e libour
: in the most active and seli sacrificing section of
ing the section which has been carrying on the
against bourgeoisie durimg (he whole time,

we make a horizontal cross cut through the Amsterdam
movement through the national organisations, we find the most
determingd adversatics of vy mmong the heads m e Hienman
Unions, the reformist heads of the Labour Union of
the heads of the Belglan Trade Unions, and then those
the and Swedish Trade Unions.

The Campaign in , Vorwiirts” against Unity.

The ma'n forcé combatting unity lies in the German Trad:
Unions, and these are exercising their fullest pressure on the
Amsterdam International. And this in spite of the fact that
Wm Trade Unions we — the revolutionary wing

movement, the adhzrents of the RILU -- are
by midég masses, But since the apparatus is in the
the social democrats, we experience the constant
this appartus against unity, and the categorical sabo-
the very smallest step leading towards the unity of
movement,
democracy comes to the fore as ideological
pnity, The central organ ol
Vorwirts”, has busizd itself
gress of the Red Inter-
the V. Congr.ss of the Con-
question of unity and the means
w manoeuvre”, as they call it,
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must first from a purely organi-
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Let us see! Let us have the delegates elected in every country
by list. We in the Soviet Union will elect by list too, Tnen the
delegates will really be elected by the \vorklna masses. We
shall see how many Right delegates from the German Trade
Unions wi'l get through, and how many Lelt.

But of course it need not be said that when the . Vor-
wiirts® speaks of democracy, it means democracy at the top
only. It cannot imagine delegates being sent by any other
agency than through the General German Trade Usion Federa-
tion. But the ,Vorwirts* does not stop here; it devotes parti-
cular attention to the passage in the letter of e i Ritssian
Trade Union Council in which it is stated that we are opposed
to an agreement with the bourgeoisie, You may well imagine
how severely the .Vorwirts suffers from this lack aof cultyre
en the part of the Russian Bolsheviki; only see what it writes:

JWith reference to the demand that all conpection ith
the capitalist class is to be broken off, this naturally includes
the rejection of all tain agreement, so that these must not
be entered into tor the futne. It also implies that all co-
operation with the International Labour Office in Geneva
must be declined™,

With respect to the International Labour Office ot Geneva,
this is true enough, but with respect to a fundamental renun-
clation of tarifi agreements, you see that these skilful s-cial
democratic conjurers impute to us noth'ng more or less than
the renunciation of the tariff agrecments. Why? Because we
say that it is necessary to break with the bourgeoisic Because
we say: Take no part in a bourgeois government! Make no
agrements with employers’ organisations aga'nst the workers'
Do not blackleg work in labour strikes! The .Vorwirts™ pre-
tends to believe that we renounce the tariff agreements. We
may soothe the ruffled spirits of the scnsitive SVorwarts”
jouralists: We do not renounce tariff agroements, but up to
now we have not suspected that coalition with the bourgeoisic
and tariif agreements are one and the same thing This is
a fresh discovury in the sphere of the international labour
movement, for which we have exclusively to thank the .Vor-
wiirts® and the social democratic literates.

The Vorwirts" continues:

Js the new Trade Union International” to be completely
independent o pabtical parties, or is it to execise its ucll,'
vities according to the instructions of some politcal party?
It is a well known fact, and not Jenied by the Russians, that
the activity of the RILU is dependent on“the views and
decisions of the political Communist International™.

Only see how the , Vorwiirts" assumes that the Amster-
damers are an entirely independent people, living on an un-
inhabited island, And as to the IL International, that is an
organisation entirely without relations to the Trade Union
movement, and occupying itself purely actidentally with this
matter. But the .Vorwirts®, which prefers to put the question
in the form o1: I8 the new Intersational to be dependent on or
independent of the Communist Intgrnational? is at bottom very
well aware that our proposa! for the convocation of a congress
already settled th's question. if they attain the majorily at
unity congress, then they will be the ideological leaders
of the International. Should the communists gain the majority.

other hand, we have no doubt but that they will be
s of the Intermational. It is entirely useless to juggle
insinuate things into our propositions which they do
We propose that the delegates to the congress be
the mass of the workers, on democratic lines. At
we shall lay our program before the workers of
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they will bring forward their program. And
class decide who is in the right, we or they.
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our endeavour that every day enables us to record the
greatest possibles improvement in the position of the working
class, and it is on the basis of this struggle for the
improvement of the situation of the working class that we are
leading the working class to the world revolution,

What is the ,.Vorwiirts" afraid of? It is afraid that i the
amalgamation takes place, if the United International comes
to pass, and brings together the communists, syndicalists,
reformists, social democrats, etc., then there might be some
impetus towards revolution. Well, comrades, we are not afraid
of this, Quite the contrary.

Relation of Forces and the Policy of the Future laternational.

And finally to the third question put by the ,Vorwirts":
Will the Trade Unions themselves decide on their actions in
the future, or will they be obliged to fulfil the instructions of
some international central office? This is not such a harmless
question as it seems,

The Amsterdam Intezrnational grants autonomy to some
countries, and it is important to throw a light upon the manner
is which this autonomy is carried out. What does national
autonomy consist of in the Amsterdam International? It consists
ol having the Trade Union movement of every country declare
itseli agreed to co-opcrate with its bourgeoisie. Meetings are
hield once or twice a year, resolutions passed imposing no
duties on anybody, and the meetings break up again. That is
opposed to an International of this nature. Everything depends
uo liternanonat; i is 0 merely international letter box. We are
upon one question: Ii we are in the majority, we shall make
a better International; and if you are in the majority, you will
continue your present course of action until such time a5 we
gain the majority.

Is that an International worthy of the name, when organi-
sations affiliated to the Amsterdam Internat'onal do not help
one another during the greatest social convulsions? When the
Enghish mincrs go o ke, the American miners send their
¢nal to England., Whei? the French Trade Unions strike, the
Germans send their coal to France. When the German Trade
Unions strike, the English Trade Unions hand out their coal
to Germany. | ask again: Is this an Internationa! at all? This
is no Internat'onal; we do not recognise such an autonomy, we
do not need it. It is our aim and object that the Internatioral
which we shall create shall be a proletarian fighting organi-
sation, on2 regarding the working class of the whole world as
one army, and every national organisation merely as a unit of
this army,

It is only when we approach the problem of the Inter-
national from this side that we can really create a new Intex-
national. But this is arain a question of the velation of forces.
{ repeat once more: We say to the Amsterdam International,
to the reformists and to the socialdemocrats: if vou have the
majority in the new International, then it will be *wilr  op
your principles; but if we have the majority, then we shall
build it up on other principles, and it is the,task of that section
of the labour movement to state in advance, when dealing
with the problem of unity: We submit to the majority if we
find ourselves in the minority at a sovereign congress. Thus,
comrades, do we approach the problem of unity,

The Way to Unity.

To create unity, to amalgamate the whole international

our movement, to we'd it together in one common spirit,
with a uniiorm programme and homogeneous tactics — th's
s somzthing demanding tremendous springs of cnergy, and
tremendous resources of experience, on the part of the whole
revolitionary labour movement.

What are the methods
and

. gether the various sections and forma'ly different Internationals.
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wpon @'l the organisations at the top, and force them to yield

to the will of the masses. The next step is the campaign within

certain spheres ot economics and branches of industry, whereby

our endeavours must not cease at the frontiers of our own

country, but must extend over other states in which the same

sphere of economics is represented. !
The Anglo-Russian Unity Committee.

An cfficient measure towards the attainment of unity is
to be found in the bringing about of agreements between
various organisations belonging to the two Internationals, I
have already metioned that there is a left wing in the Amster-
dam International., And in the Amsterdam International there
is one country, the most important of all, which is beginning to
adopt another standpoint than that officially represented by
the Amsterdam International. It is known to you that &
rapprochement s being effectzd, if slowly, between the Russian
Trade Unions, represented by the All Russian Trade Union
Couci!, and the English Trade Unions, and that this rapproche-
ment began before the Trade Union Congress at Hull, and
was continued at it and at this Congress. »

The acutal rapprochement between the Trade Unions of
these two countries will play a leading rdle in the creation
uf real unity in the international Trade Union movement, Why? |
Fecause the Trade Unions of the Soviet Union form the found-
ation and stronghold of the Red International of Labour Unlont.[
whilst the English Trade Unions are the foundation and strong-"
Hold of the Amsterdam International. And if a rapprochement |
takes place between these two most important sections, this |
signifies a mighty turn in the tide of the policy of the inter~ |
nationa! Trade Union movement; it signifies the beginning of |
a new era, of a new epoch; it signifies the starting point for |
the actual creation of an organic unity,

As reply to our delegation to the Hull Congress, the
English Trade Unions have sent us their deleyation here. This
delegation has appearcd officially at our Congress. After the
Fuglish delegaton was off cially received, negotiation teok
place between the representatives of the presidium of the VI
Congress and the English delegates, on the possibility and
methods of common action, and thes: negotiations have resul-
ted, as you will be able to read later, in a reciprocal and
fundamental ggreement upon the necess'ty of forming an Anglo-
Kussian Unity Committee. (Enthusiastic applause.)

This temporary agreement, which must be submitted for
ratification to the General Council of the English ‘rade Unions,
is of tremendous fundamental and practical significance. It
proves that if the will to unity exists, if it is acinally carnestly
desired to gather togethzr a'l the d'fferent sections of the
working class, it is possble to carry this out, despite all the
lies spread abroad by the reformist press against the Bolshe-
wiki. against our revolutionary Trade Union movemont.

The Anglo-Russiay Unity Cemmittee signifies a step for-
ward: a small one, but none the less a step towards a really
united International. It is our intention to form a series of
similar committees in the course of time; we hope to form a
whols network of such committees, comprising the workers
of different countries and bringing them near to one another,
erasing the old frontiers of nation and profession, welding to

We hope to form such Unity conmmittees and commissions as
preliminary to the convention of an international Unity
vress, at which workers of every political tendency will be
represented, will state their points of view, and will thgn
clare: Whatever the character of the majority may prove to
be, we shall remain in the ranks of the United In

and shall sumit to discipline in the fight against the bour
reserving for ourselves at the same time freedom in the

gical struggle, and the right to represent our views

2



- we do not. for a momen! close our eies to the
differences ol opinion existing between bs. We have never
t who Jiked to deceive themselves. To our Eaglish
comrades we say: Comrades and iriends we do not close our
cyes to that which divides us; we know that we possuss o
defisite programme, a definite rule for our course of sct'on;
tut we do not sec this in the Trade Union movement of Great
Hiritain,

n Great Britain 2 process of fermentation is golity on; as
result of this process the whole Trade Union movement, i
changing idenlogically from bottom to top. W realive the woaks
uess and the strength of the English Trude Uinion inovement
the more that we sece our differences oi opinion in their full
reality, that we do not ¢onceal them, nor seck to conceal
them. The agreement wade betweeu us will consiitute a very
real force i both countries are actuated hy the earnest wish
and determination to fulfil the task before us: the cieation of
the United Trade Union International. And that ihe earnest
will exists, of this there is not the very slightest doubt. for
atherwise the first fundamental agrecment would not have
been possible

¢ Comrades, when we now jcrm the Anglo-Russiza Uaity
committee,

The East and the United Tnternaticaal.

Comrades, when we speak of the United International, we
do not cosfine this to the frontiers of Fvrope. R niust be
observed that as a veneral rul: the European workers have

themselves for years as a spevies of higher beings as
compared with the workers of the Near, Central and Far East,
aml of the and semwi-colonial countries, The enormous
masses of the peoples of the Near and Far East who have
participated in the movement have been tne obiject of inter-
aational imperialist exploitation, and the labour movement of
the most important capitalst countries has at best assumed
an indifferent attitude towards this labour mnvemcent,
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There cannot be any really united International unless it
includes not only the Trade Unions of England, France, ltaly.
ete.. but also those of China, Japan, India, and other countries.
It is not a United International unless it comprises the new
organisations which originated during and after the war, those
new Trade Unions including thousads of workers, and carry-
ing on an imexorable Struggle against the bourgeoisie of their
own and other countries. There can be no real International
Frads: Union Central unless these hundreds of thousands and
millions of pro'ctarians are inclnded In our new International
And you know thut the Red International of Labous Unlons

has always pursued o very: defiaite poday m this cer Ine

wifie Po. ey has boegit parsued the Communist International,
Thus the task aftendant on the formnation of the United

sutersaswnal, and or a cealtv international Trade Union Central,

linclude as imperative necessity the inclusion of the Trade
Lmobs of all the countries . . Near, Central, and Far Fast,
and of the Trade Unions of all colonial and semi-colonial
countries.

We do not labour under the delusion that this unity is to
b» attained within a few months, er within a year, We do not
know how much time will be required before the broad masses
are aroused, and a pressure exercited upon headquarters fore-
ing tnem to agree to a real amalgamation of the international
proletariat.

But it is to us that the task falls o1 creating this Inter-
uatianal, that is, of sccelerating the process towards unity,
Alldepends upen our activity, upon our self sacrifice, upon
our foresight in the fight, upon the pressure exercised by the
Trade Unions of the Soviet Union, and the Trade Unions
belonging to the Red International of Labour Unions, upon

the whole labour movement of their own countries. %

If you wunt unity, then go to the masses, again and aga's
to the nasses, and then we shall attain a really united and
efficient interrational Trade Union movement. (Enthusiastic
applause.)

‘Dls_cuulon on Comrade Losovsky's Speech.
tomrade Geschke (Germany). d

: A light is breaking in upon the prolutariat of the West.
| maintain that the struggle for the united fromt is progressing
spite of the multifarious
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dam this back, hut their efforts are

Innumerable are the crimes committed by the German re-
formists. It would oo too far w name thewn all

The raprochement between the English and Russian pro-
letariats is the first step towards international rapprochement.
But no doubt cur German reformists will not cire to tread
the path followed by the leadcrs of the English Trade Union
movement. They du not want to see this path at all But we.
the revolutionary proletarians, will show them the way,

(General Secretary of the Revolutionary Trade
Union Minorities in England).

Thay the Russian and Fnglish Trade Unions join hands im
common action for unity will be joyiully welcomed all over
Burope, and will create a wide-spread movement, forcing the
lcaders, especially those of German social democray, and all
who attempt to sabotage the movement, to submit to the will
of the broad masses of the workers. This movement must not
be confined to Fngland and - Russia, or to the countries of

unite all werkers, without difference of
. race, or language. One of the greatest werits of the
is that is maintains contact with the movement in the

an
offensive is
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Comrade Jusefovitsch (€. € of the Leather Workers).

It is very necessary that the tactics pursued by the craft
internationals towards the Russian Trade unions should also
be discussed. 1t might have been expected that after the Vienna
Congress of the Amsterdam International a great change w ould
be observed in the question of the rapprochement to the Russian
Trade Unilons. But as a matter of fact the right wing of the
Amsterdam International continues to throw every possible

obstacle in the way of the entry of the Kussian Trade Unions |

into the internationgl Trade Unions.

The invitation sent to the reformist leather workers' Trade
Unions of the West, to take part in the coming Al Russian
Congress of Leather Workers, has been declined by all coun-

tries . except Switzerland, After the Hull Congress a plenary
meeting  ofthe International Congress of Shoemakers was held,
at which the Englishman Poulton declared that the English
organisation had received no invitation to the Congress of
Russian Leather Workers. But | have in my possession the
original of the letter in which the English organisation declines
to take part in the Congress. It is to be hoped that the coming
of the English delegation to this Congress will contribute to
removing all misunderstandings, will lead to the firmer esta-
blishment of the bonds uniting us to the English Trade Unions.
and will prove a turning point in the international Trade Unioa
mog vignt, . "

comrade Hais (General Secretary of the Czechosloyakian Red
Trade Unions).

The Czechoslovakian workers are following with  the
intensest interest the actions of the Russian workers, as these
latter possess enormous experience in revolutionary struggle
and in economic censtruction, and can serve as example to the
whole world. When the Russian workers have to make sacri-
fices ior the maintenance of their achievements, the sacrifice
is for their own workers' state. In other states the workers
have to make even greater sacrifices, but for capitalism,

Whilst the position of 12e working class in Russia is stea-
dily improving, in Europe the situation of. the workers is get-
ting worse and worse. As result of the execution of the Dawes
plan, the Czechoslovakian capitalists are already ‘nsisting upon

Ccomrade Brudno (Tver, Soviet Union).

The main line of comrade Losovsky's speech indicates that
we cannot ask any conditions of the Amsterdam Trade Union
International, or we may firighten away the el noms «nxous
to arrive at an agreement with us. But if the matter had come
up, let us say, in the year 1920, the Amsterdamers would not
even have exchanged a word with us. They ouly do so now
because our Red International of Labour Unions has positive
work to show, because the revolutionary minorities are be-
ginping to exercise an ever-growing influence within the refor-
mist Trade Unions.

longer working hours, on the pretext that they will otherwise
be unable to compete with German industry. Czechoslovakia
is faced with a serious struggle for a Hving wage. This struggie
is the best school for the creation of the united fromt. e

The declarations which have been made at this Congreas
by the English delegates possess an enormous significances
and the effect will be even greater when these representatives
make these same declarations on their return home. The
alliance between the English and Russian Trade Unions will
inevitably lead to a split in the Amsterdam International, and
may perhaps end in the English Trade Unionists, joining the
Red International of Labour Unlons. i

What guarantee have we t!:at the agreement come to does
not remain a mere scrap of paper? The English representas
tives making the agreement are of course anxious for the
united front, But they represent a minority. Until we have
a secure majority we should not be in too great a hurry,
should not renounce preliminary conditions, We must
the condition: Possibility and necessity of the united front ow
the basis of revolutionary class war against capital. s

Comrade Dudillier (General Secretary of the French Unitarian
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t satisfaction that | take cognisance of the
at this Congress, that it
ite agaiust capital on the basis of clgss

satisfaction that this is not

Genera! Federation of Labour. .‘

first be imposed. The most important of these is the ruémluld ’
of a number of revolutionary organisations expelled from the
Amsterdam International, o] g
It is further necessary to come to an understanding with.
the left elements in the Amsterdam International. it is g
ary that these use the whole of their influence for
the readmission of the expelled revolutionary Trade
and for putting an end to the ogling going on between
compromisers and the bourgeoisie kS
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Relormism Is no Accidental Phenomenon.

 Comrades, this year our debates have assumed an extra-
, ry character, for they have been participated in by re-
presentatives of the revolutionary Trade Unions of other coun-
tries. The whole discussion revolves around the question of

, towards which the first step has been made at this

eSS,

It would however be a grave error if we were to regard
reformism and the reformists as something which we can
off. This is nof the case. It is something, which
from the profoundest depths of the working class,
impress of the influence made by the bourgeoisie on
class. It evinces the whole strength and the ldeo-
political power of the bourgeoisic, which has been
to subdue the working class not only with ma-
bringing about a degeneration in the

of ss, influenciug many of their
and making them into the servants and agents of their
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We Shall Fight for our Ideas,

ternational labour mouvement will become sound
when the broad masses have been permeated
and for this reason comrade Brudno is wrong
unity without reservation. We do not abstain
conditions because we intend retiring from our
means. But we do not want to place any
hands of the right wing of the Amsterdam
for they are always clinging to reservations,
laring that impossible condtions are being demanded
they are lured into traps, and so forth,

shall fight everywhere and at
us join together in onc organis
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along our own line, and
r the Communist Inter-
own course in a United
idea of the solid metal which
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Comrade Losovsky’s Closing Speech.

change justifies our firm conviction that we shall be able to
develop the new International, and to convert it into a really
efficient weapon in the further struggle against capitalism.

We are Opposed to a Split,

If we are to believe the bourgeois relormis.t press, we
are sending whole cart loads of gold everywhere for the or-
ganisation of strikes, not only to Europe, bul to America as
well. But is a state of affairs to be called normal in which
every section of workers is isolated? Is a condition normal
in which the English miners were defeated in their druggle
because the other workers did not support them? From the
standpoint of the interests of the working class, is it normal
for the workers of the separate countries ? No, a thousand
times no. We are indifferent to the lies and slanders spread
by the bourgeois press against us. In so far as it is in our
power to help our class brothers all over the world, we shall
do so, for this is our elementary class duty.

But we are accused of wanting a split. I you will read
the resolutions and decisions of our Congress, you will see
that wherever there has been a trend in favour of a split, we
have invariably opposed it. Did we not oppose a split in Fife,
one of the districts of the coal basin? Have we not fought
against the sp'it in the German Trade Unions, although these
are headed by the most notorious enemies of communism, the
bitterest foss of the class movement in the proletariat? We
have always fought against splits. And we shall always fight
against them, whatever may be sald of us.

Guarantees of Unity,

Ii the adhereuts of unity in England, and the represen-
tatives of the revolutionary minority here present as official
representatives of the English Trade Unions, lay the question
of unity before the working masses of England .and not only
in their own organs — and of course they will do this — then
unity is secured beyond doubt. Thus my answer to the
question of: .Where are the guarantees?" is as follows: The
guarantevs consist of our continued fighting, of our activity,
of the fact that we carry this campaign of struggle for unity
further and fusther into other countries, and draw into the
struggle not only our own organisations, but all those friends
of unity to be found in millions in the organisations of the
Amsterdam International and in the Trade Unions.

Unity Necessary for the Working Class.

We, the representatives of the revolutionary Trade
Unions, hers declare openly to the representatives of the
English Trade Linions here present: We want unity, and we
are striving openly for it, despite au differences of opinion.

' We are convinced that unity will be of advantage for the

proletariats of a'l countries, including the English. Unity Is an
imperative necessity for the working class of all countries.
if capitalist offensive is to be warded off, and »ecurity afforded
jor the achievements of the working class. And we shall
attain unity, whether this or that reactionary wants it or mot,

.
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Comrade Tomsky's Closing Speech.

The V1. Congress of the Trade Unions of the Soviet Unions
has concluded its work. This Congress has shown us to be
entirely agreed upon all important and jundamental questions,
and has further shown an eatire absence of friction or con
tentions in questions of practical work in the Trade Unions,
and in questions dealing with the main nerve of our Trade
Union activity, production. This shows that our Trade Union
movement is on the right road, and is continuing the work
commenced since the second plenary session of the All Russian
Trade Union Council and the V. Trade Union Congress, oi
incorporating and widening the principles laid down by the
V. Congress for work under the new conditions.

I believe, comrades, that the positive nature of this Con-
gress, witnessing as it does that there is no vacillation amongst
us, no differences of opihion on essential principles, proves
that our future work for the strengthening and perfecting of
the Trade Union apparatus. pfor its adaptation 10 the most
comprehensive and perfect service ol the broad maeses. may
be recarded as firmly and poweriully secu el

We have been entirely candid and relentless in our judg-
ment of the errors and faults committed by us in practical
work. At the present juncture the questions of practical work
are the most important. There are not, never have been, and
never will by, under the leadership of the Communist Party,
any deviat'ons of any kind whatever on the subject of the
fundamental principles of the Trade Union movement.

As | have already nentioned, we have arrived at per-
fectly unanimous decisions on a number of questions of prin-
ciple. The VI Congress, the immediate continuation of the
V. Trade Union Congress, at which Lenin promised on behali
of our proletariat of many millions to exert every endeavour
for the upliit of the economics of the Soviet Union, could
not vacillate in this question, and undertook to fulfil the pro-
mise given by the V. Congress. In the name of the presidency
of this congress | assure you that we shall fu'fil this promise.

A question of the utmost importance has been laid before
us, one of historical significance for the whole international
movement, the question of Unity.

It might have been feared that a question of such extras
ordinary complexity and importance for our Trade Union
movement would have aroused stormy debates, and shaken
our ranks. But we have experienced pothing of the sort. Even
the few comrades who have expresSed their doubts in this
question voted for the fundamental resolution in full agreement
with the Congress, This fundamentally important question has
not only been decided in principle, but the fraternal attitude
of the English delegation here present has enabled the principle
to be put into immediate practice,

We are convinced that we, conjointly with the Trade
Unions of Fngland, which incorporate the labour movement
of Furope, conjointly with the Trade Unions of Poland, con-
jointly with the Trade Unions of France will forward the cause
of unity. The promise which we have just received from so
highly esteemed a quarter as the fraternal British delegation
now present gives us full confidence that the cause of unity
will not merely be confined to correspondence with the Am-
sterdam International. The more than six million Russ'an
workers backing up this Congress, combined with about six
million organised English workers, if they join forces, have
sufficient power to urge the matter over the dead point, and
to guide it in whatever direction they desire.

Allow me, on bshalf of the VI Congress, to express the
fu'lest confidence that we shall further this cause, that the
Anglo-Russian agreement will be followed by an Anglo-Franco-
Russian, an Anglo-Franco-Russo-German agrement, until we
have created a United International combining the workers
of the whole world in one single family, advancing in serrfed
ranks against capitalism.

Allow me, on behalf of the Presidium of the Congress, and
on behalf of the workers represented by you, to shake hands
with the English workers as represented in the person of com-
rade Purcell.

(Amindst enthustiastic storms of applause from every
part of the hall, comrade Tomsky shook hands with comrade
Purcell.) The Congress then closed.

Resolution on the question of Trade Union Unity.

Iu view of the fact that the accele a fon of the cruse of uni'y
in the Trade Union movement is assuming proportions of inter.
nationally historical significance, and especially in view of the
fresh era of bourgeois imperialist reaction impending in a
number of large countries, the VI Congress considers it its
duty to further the cause of Trade Union unity to the utmost
of its power.

The VI. Congress considers it its duty to further the
endeavours made in this direction by the Hull congress of
British Trade Unions, and notes with sutisfaction that, accor-
ding to the utterances of the English Trade Un‘on delegation
now present in Moscow, its decision meets the wishes of the
overwhelming majority of the English workers,

In order to co-ordinate the efforts made by the English
and Russian Trade Union movements in the cause of the
struggle for unity, the VI. Congress empowers the All Russian
Central of the Trade Unions to form, after suitable negociations
with the General Council of the English Trade Unions, an
Ang'o-Russian (Union of SSSR) Committee commissioned to
co-ordinate the work done by the Trade Un'on movement of
both countries in their struggle for international wnity in the
Trade Union movement.

At the same time the Congress commissions the All Russian
Central Trade Union Council to take any other measures which
it (The All Russian Central Trade Union Council) dee
suitable for the furtherance of the interests of the unity of t
international Trade Unions.

The VI. Congress notes with much satisfaction the de-
claration made by the delegation from the English Trade
Unions now present in Moscow, that they are in agreement
with this step, and that they will support itin the English Trade
Unions and in their General Council. The VI. Congress sees, .
in this co-ordination of efforts towards the realisation of unity
between the Fnglish and Russian (Union of SSSR) Trade
Unions, the certa'n guarantee for the success of the inter-
national alliance of Trade Unions, and at the same time the
security for the establishement of fraternal relations between
gls':s ‘vt/orkers of Fngland and the workers of the Union of ‘the

The Congress assumes that the Trade Union or Mﬂm
of other countries will follow this example, and will develop
corresponding activity for the realisation of Unity. e
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