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The Fiery Test.

By O. W. Kuusinen.

Before the October revolution, the best prophets of the
Western countries looked across to Russia, and declared:
“Amarchy will soon triwmph there”.

This prophecy was not fulfilled. Order was victorious; the
power of organised labour.

-And how often, since then, has Soviet Russia belied the best
prophets of the Western countries by the skill with which it has
cut the Gordian knot, whether by the sharply whetted sword of
theory, or by the sword of Alexander the Great.

The Western prophets fall into the same error again and
again. There is one factor which they invariably forget: the
Bolsheviki. The rest of their calculations have been very correct.

It is true that General Ludendorff might have captured
Petrograd in 1918. But the Bolsheviki concluded the peace of
Brest Litovsk. It is true that the first of General Krasznov’s

troops, or the Czecho-Slovakian legions, might have occupied
Moscow — if the Bolsheviki had not organised the Red Army.
And the masses of the peasantry might have followed the pro-
phecy of Karl Kautsky, and transformed the proletarian revolu-
tion into a temporary and chaotic peasant insurrection, a mere
episode in bourgeois evolution, had the Bolsheviki organised no
proletarian class struggle in the country.

The Bolsheviki, with weapons or tools in their hands, the
Bolsheviki with written and spoken word, with diplomatic notes
and trade agreements, the Bolsheviki with food taxation and
Party purging — again and again have arrived on the scene and
upset the caloulations of the paid prophets of capitalism, from
Kautsky to the last Menshevik, from Krasznov to Petlyura and

Pilsudski.

This was particularly the case in October 1917.
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It has been said that the Bolsheviki had an easy victory at
that finte. This may be so, biit the victory was ot so easy that
it could have been won without a struggle. :

It is true that at that time the dBjective prerequisites for the

proletarian revolution ‘were mature %nd favourabte. No doubt it °

wis ‘easy to see that the Kerefisky soap bubble was bound to
burst speedily, that the bourgéoisie had mere talkers in their
constitutional assembly, and no real power, and that Czarist
reaction had no more ‘powerful forces at its disposal than a few
bandit chiefs of the type of Kornilov.

The victory of the proletarian revolution was therefore pos-
sible. And yet it might have failed to come about. Without the
Bolsheviki it would undoubtedly have failed to comme about.
Matters might have turned out very differently: anarchy, or the
dictatorship of the White Generals, or fresh attempts at a
coalition with the ibourgeéois parliafnent, or the disfriemberfent of
the coimtry into a‘fmultitude of ‘comflicting republics #nd the
disSolution of the proletarian class struggle into a chaos -of
confused separate struggles in own and country. Any one of
these eventualities was hisforically as possible as the victory of
the “proletarian revolution.

The Bolsheviki stepped in at the decisive moment and direc-
ted ‘the vourse ‘of history. The moment had not yet arrived when
the struggle for power was inevitable. Yet the Bolsheviki inter-
vened. Their struggle, and their leadership of the struggle, con-
verted the possibility of victory into actuality.

That this issue was by no means a matter of course may be
seen from the object lesson of events in Finland. The Russian
October revolution was immediately followed by a revolutionary
situation in Finland. General strike. Vague but great expectations
among the masses of the working people. Parades and drills
of the unarmed Red Guards. Long nights of discussion among
the Party and Trade Union leaders. Irresolute vacillation for
many days and nights. And then the calling off of the general
strike.

In those days the victory of the workers’ revolution in
Finland would have been possible. But the struggle was mnot
absolutely unavoidable and was avoided. There were no Bol-
sheviki.

A few months later and the position in Finland was rever-
sed. Now the struggle was inevitable, but victory no longer
possible.

What were the Bolsheviki in October 19177

An organisation. Not such an organisation, it need scarcely
be said, as they are today. But even at that time they represented
a powerful proletarian organisation.

A Party organisation gathered round a central core of tried
and tested revolutionists. An organisation with the experience of
many years of detailed revolutionary work in the factory nuclei,
hardened by conspirative Party work of every description, schoo-
led by long fractional struggles; trained in the school of revo-
tutionary class war to the natural centralisation of a fighting orga-
nisation, to strictest Party discipline and readiness for duty; fired
and englightened by the experience won in the great mass
actions of 1905 and later; and finally victorious, as leader of
the open Party struggles of 1917, against the Mensheviki and
Social Revolutionists, in the struggle for the majority in the
soldiers’ and workers’ councils, and for the confidence of the
working people and of the army.

The Bolsheviki have formed an efficient revolutionary
workers’ party, ever prepared, competent, and tactically elastic.
Their leaders have been true Marxists, never imagining them-
selves to be infallibie, and yet never paralysed by an exaggerated
fear of committing mistakes, but rather learning the lesson of
past errors.

This has ben a Party able to emerge with honour from the

fiery test.

The great change of function in the historical “October
Days”, the transformation of a political party into the leader of
an armed revolutionary struggle — this was the ordeal by fire
passed through by the Bolsheviki. It is true that they did not
find the change of function in October 1917 to be any super-
human task. The situation did not demand from them the enor-
mous exertions which have doubtless to be faced by our com-

rades in the West Buropean countries. The preparations for revo-
lutionary war made by the Bolsheviki in October were by no
means so perfect as those of our comrades of Western Europe will
certainly need to be in order to ensure victory. It is possible that
the degree of revolutionary fighting readiness possessed by the
Bolsheviki scme years -ago will never again suffice in any
‘capitalist ‘country. ‘

Bui at that time in Russia ‘it sufficed. The Bolsheviki were
the historically adequate instruments of the October Revolution.

‘Thiey were competent to cope with their task. The proof of this

is still ‘in their hands.

"The same critical moment is approaching in Europe. Victory
is possible. Its prerequisites are fermenting and maturing. To us,
indeed, the rate of advance appears slow. But in actual fact great

‘thifps are taking place, week by week, beneath the husk of
-capitalist society. . N

The social traifors are the last allies of the capitalist rulers.
But a4 traitor is mot an :gbsolutely reliable armour bearer to his.
new master, any more than to his old one.

The mere existence of Soviet: Russia renders the situation
more hopeless than ever in capitalist continental Europe. Depri-
ved of the foodstuffs and raw materials which they once obtained
from Russia, and of the Russian mirkets for their goods, the,
European capitalists are hard put to obtain their profits. But the
revolutionary labour movement is all the more roused to enthu-
siasm by the flag of Soviet Russia.

The decentralising nationalism in Europe, supported in part
by British imperialism, is forced to defend itself against French
efforts at centralisation. The greater the progress made by the
alliance of extreme sabre rattlers all over the continent of Europe,
the more it calls forth various coalitions among the bourgeois
democracy, especially among the oppressed nations. In this way
even the rapacity of French capital serves to increase the con-
fusion of capitalist Europe. The devil cannot do otherwise.

With the same necessity by which the Earth turns on its axis,
is the fate of the capitalist countries of Europe hastening towards
its next inevitable historical turning point.

Some day the moment will arrive. We shall be at the
turning point. The old order totters, the old bonds of society
loosen. There will be a cry for the overthrow of the old power,
an appeal to the prepared and faithful leaders of the proletarian
revolution.

It may be that then the struggle will be unavoidable, that
History will force the Party of the proletariat into it. “Here you
must fight, be vanquished or victor!”

This position is the easiest to face. Even death may be
easier to a slave than to advance to the fight before an irre-
stible pressure urges him into it.

It may be that when the time comes, Destiny with outstret-
ched finger will say: “Here you can gain the victory. Everything
is ready. If only you are ready.”

This would be more difficult to face.
Are our comrades prepared?

Among the masses of the proletariat all over the world there
are hearts beating for the revolution, for the social world revo-
lution set rolling by the Russian proletariat.

The will is there. The power iis there. October will be there.

But are the Bolsheviki there?

Comrades in Germany, in France, in England, in Poland; in
Austria, in Italy, and in other countries. Comrades, are you there?

Only in a state of society where there are no classes and no
class antagonisins will social evolutions cease to be political
revolutions. Until then, on the eve of every general new formation
of societies, the last word of social science will always be: Fight
or death, bloody war or oblivion. This is how the inexorable
question is put.

(The Poverty of Philosophy.) Karl Marx
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The Ninth Anniversary of the Proletarian Dictatorship
in the Soviet Union (Theses for Agitators).

1. On November 7th the toilers of the U.S.S.R.,, and with
them the world proletariat and the oppressed nations of the East
will celebrate the ninth anniversary of the existence of the First
Republic of Soviets in the World. On this anniversary every class-
conscious prolétarian should sum up the results of struggle
of their class brothers in their own country and compare them
with the attaimments of the working class in the U.S.S.R. .

2. The year which followed November Tth 1925 was the
first year in which the Soviet Republic having healed the wounds
of seven years of war and restored industry to the pre-war
level, began to construct a new industry, and exterd the
economic basis of Socialism. This year also marked a new
period in the crisis of world capitalism.

The Leninist teaching on the socialist revolution as the only
issue from the post-war blind alley has been confirmed in actual
events more than at any other time. The last year has been
characterised by the uninterrupted construction of Socialism in
the U.S.S.R. and the sharpening of the economic crisis in
Furope and the capitalist attack on all fronts, conmected with
sanre.

3. The Social Democratic leaders are no longer talking
about the downfall of the Soviet regime, the decline of Soviet
economy, etc. the actual facts too sharply contradict this anti-
Soviet agitation. That is why the main trump of the Social
Democratic press is the assertion about the “degeneration” of
Soviet Russia, the slowing down of the tempo of economic
growth, the alleged retreat of socialist economics before the
attack of private capital, the “kulakisation” of the countryside,
the ousting of workers from organs of Soviet power by petty
bourgeois elements -of town and village. Making wide use of
absolutely unfounded and in the majority of cases absolutely
slanderous cries of the ultra-Lefts about the “degeneration” of
the leader of the U.SS.R. — the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union, the Social Democratic leaders have recourse to the
last demagogic method, which sounds comic from the lips of
the fellow thinkers of Noske, Boncour, Pilsudski and Vander-
velde: “The Comimunists say we are opportunmists. But look at
the Russian Bolsheviks, that is where there is real opportunism,
that is where the cause of Socialism is being betrayed.”

4. All this slanderous campaign of the titra-Lefts and
Social Democrats (using this campaign, by the way, one can
best of all demonstrate the counter-revolutionary role of the
ultra-Lefts) is founded partially on absolute falsehood, and par-
tially on complete ignorance. Facts refute their assertions.

Firstly the growth of socialist elements in- the economics of
the U. S. S. R. is steadily continuing. The State has expended
more than 750 million roubles on new industrial construction.
Giant engineering works have been constructed, such as the
Volkhovo, hydro-electric power station (Volkhovstroi); a number
ot factories in the Ukraine and along the Volga have been
restored and set going and many new combined factories and
various factories and works are being constructed.

If we compare the bare figures of extension of pro-
duction (which the enemies of the U.S.S.R. do) during last
year and this year, of course the percentage of growth in the
amount of output and number of workers in the second instance
is less than in the first. But this by no means testifies a slowing
down, or what is more the failure of Socialist construction,
for during the preceding year the percentage of increase was
most exclusively to be accounted for by the repairing of old
factories while during this year it is distributed between the
repairing of old and the construction of new factories and works,
the building of a number of which will be completed only in 1927
or 1028. The prospective plan of the development of industry
proposes not a decrease but on the contrary, a systematic in-
crease of the sum of capital expenditure. Thus for instance the
priliminary figures of the Gosplan (State Planning Commission)
estimate capital expenditure in 1926—27 at 845 million roubles
as against 750 million roubles in 1925—26. To prove that there is
no retreat whatsoever from Socialist economics is testified by
the more rapid tempo of development of industry as comaprad
with agriculture. Whereas, for instance, the production of agri-

culture during the past year grew only by 7%, the output of
industry increased by 14% and the production of heavy industry
even by 19,7%. If we take a longer five-year perspective plan of
development of national industry, we find the estimate pro-
posals of Gosplan,show a 110% increase of industrial production
and 20,8% increase of agricultural, the trading section of pea-
sant production it increased by 42—43%.

Secondly, there has been absolutely no retreat of socialist
economics whatsoever before private capital. Private capital,
playing a negligible .role in the process of production, during
the past year has not increased its role here despite even the
attemipts of the State to bring it into the process of production.
Private Capital displays a certain activity only in trade. Last
year private capital undoubtedly utilised the shortage of in-
dusltrial goods to revive its own speculative activity, But at
the same time the growth of co-operation and State trade did not
stop and ousted private capital from a number of sectors of the
commercial front. Hence, one may only speak of ‘a slowing down
in the tempo of ousting the “private trader” during the past year.
From the point of view of the accumulation of capital, the State
economy is many times more powerful than private capital.

Last year was marked by certain economic difficulties. But
these economic difficulties in the first place were difficulties of
growth and therefore quite different from the crisis of capi-
talist countries; secondly, they were difficulties arising from the
historically inherited- disproportion between industry and agri-
culture. The Sowiet Republic, ruined- by seven years of war,
and deprived — as a result of the financial blockade of inter-
national capital — of the possibility of receiving large credits
abroad, has been comppelled to industrialise with its own re-
sources. The industrialisation of the country is the fundamental
strategic slogan which the Communist Party put forward at the
XIV. Congress, endeavouring to fulfil the fundamental behest
of Lenin: to organise a correct exchange of wares between town
and wvillage and bring agriculture on to the rails of collectivism.
The severe “regime of economy”, now being conducted by the
Party and authorities with the full support of the toiling masses,
the increased campaign for a regime of economy in life and in
accordance with this increased investments in savings banks, the
system of international loans — such are the main methods for
seeking the financial resources, necessary to strengthen industrial
construction.

The reorganisation of production conducted by means of
technical improvements raising the productivity of labour, all
kinds of lowering of overhead charges which have overbur-
dened the cost of production, improvement of the quality of
production — such are the main measures which enable
socialist industry to ensure an alliance with agriculture.

5. Still more fantastic are the assertions about the “degene-
ration” of the Soviet State. The Social Democratic leaders
dreaming of a restoration of bourgeois democracy in Russia
(i. e. the democracy of Hicks-Hindenburg) are disappointed with
the fact of the strengthening of the pelitical power of the Soviet
State which is the result of the wise policy of extending Soviet
Democracy. In their endeavour to conceal the fact of the streng-
thening of the political alliance of the proletariat and peasantry
in the U. S. S. R, the fact of the extension of Soviet Democracy
they hypocritically assume the guise of enemies of “kulakisation”.
Can the fact of the increased number of electors in the 1925—26
campaign (as compared with 1924—25) from 17 million to
19,5 millions, be called a sign of the “degeneration” of the
Soviet State? Can the fact of the increase (in the villages) in the
percentage of peasant electors from 41 to 47, and in the towns
the increase of the. petty handicraft workers, workers not orga-
nised in trade unions, workers’ wives, etc., who formerly stood
almost quite aside from participation in elections to Sowviet
Organs, from 24—37% be called a proof of the decline of the
proletarian dictatorship in Russia? Can the increased percentage
of peasants in the lower Soviet organs (rural and volost com-
mittees) which are the main weapon for drawing the peasantry
into the apparatus of the Soviet State be regarded as a change in
the substance of the proletarian dictatorship? Soviet, 1. e. pro-
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letarian democracy, is actually distinguished from, bptrgeois
dembcracy, By e lagi that fuciead ofy eats, lndownel

village traders it promotes the farm labourers and toiling pea-

sants as “masters” of the countryside. If we remember that the+ - countries. The; German bourgeoisie during: the.last year has

* throwpn miljiops_df unemployed: Onto the. stheets; *Has put new

activity of the #ndiriisegtipn .of thé foilers of fhe U. S48 R
members of the trade unions —— “has increased (percenfage of
participation of this category increased from 52 to 57) and that
in_all the leading Soviet organs the position of the proletariat
remains unshakable, then, the fact of the increased activity of the
peasants (though far behind the activity of the toilers organised
in trade unions) of the handicraft workers, workers’ wives, will
merely go to show the strenghthening of the political alliance of
the proletariat with the strata of the toilers. Andl if we remember
Lenin’s’ watchword that the alliance with the Peasantry in Russia
is the main task of the ruling proletariat, then we will under-
stand: that the ninth year of the existence of the Soviet Republic
in Russia ‘has been a year of strengthening thé Proletarian
Dictatorship. This strengthening of the proletarian dictatorship
has taken plate side By side with an extention of the proletarian
basis of the dictatorship — the grotwth in the number of indu-
strial workers (from June 1925 to June 1926 300,000 new workers
were brought into heavy industry), as'well as an increase in the
proletarian ‘kernel in the Communist Party itself. ’

6. On'the basis of the growth in the internal power of the
Soviet ‘State during the past year the .influence of the Soviet
Union on an.international scale has also continually growm. The
endeavours of thé Soviet Government for peace have been streng-
thened. The Soviet’ Government has patiently tolerated the beha-
viour ‘of the puppet of imperialist Japan — Chang-Tso-Lin who
has "broken the Soviet-Chinese treaty and his own treaty with
the U. S. S. R. and openly provoked the Soviet Government to
military encounters. :

The -Soviet Government has displayed the imaximum of self-
restraint, for her policy is different in principle from the imperia-
list colonial policy: of Czarist Russia, the Soviet- Governmient is
more anxious than any other that the Sovereignty of the Chinese
people should not be infringed.

The Government of the U. S. S. R, took the initiative in
respect to guarantee treaties with the Baltic States, the conclusion
of which has been delayed up to the present day — as the former
Esthonian: Ambassader in Moscow Birk has publicly disclosed
— because of the resistence of Poland and the military circles
of other Baltic States.

Strictly carrying out a policy of peace the Soviet Government
at the same time has irequently made it understood to the whole
world that it is a revolutionary government of the victorious
proletariat. This, for instance, was the case on the occasion of
the incident with the British Government concerning the latter’s
note in conmection with the monetary aid of the A. U. C. T. U.
Then the People’s Commissariat for Foreign Affairs in reply 1o
the British Government, pointed out that the Soviet Government is
a government of the working class: “the role of the Communist
Party in the working class movement of the U. S. 8. R. and its
frade unions can in no degree shake the principle of their seli-
activity and independence in all spheres of defence of the
interests of the working .class and their trade union struggle,
including of course the matter of relations between the fraternal
organisations of other countries and the mutual exchange of aid
in case of necessity. These rights of the workers in trade union
organisations are recognised, although not in any distinct form,
at least de-jure in all- West-European countries, and in the
U. S.'S. R. these rights of the trade unions are assured both de-
jure and de-facto by the very structure of its state and nature of
its political regime. :

7. The balance sheet on the ninth anniversary of the Soviet
regime may be drawn up with a credit balance in the matter
of the extension of the Socialist elements of the country’s
economy, the 'strengthening of the alliance of the proletariat and
peasantry and drawing the wide masses into Soviet construction.
The peoples of the U. S. S. R., particularly the smail nations,
which were oppressed by Czarism, are energetically engaged in
building up economy in a new life. The Soviet Republic is
steadily proceeding along the path indicated by its great Leader.

8. But can the proletariat of capitalist countries draw up 2
balance sheet showing such a favourable credit leit over from
the past year? Not by any means. Decaying British capitalism
has compelled millions of miners to 2 five months starvation
jock-out and has diminished the already low standard of living of

.the
and

inets, . Ahead -there Tooms, the capitalist offerisive .against
other. sections %of - the. British: proletariat 4hd #he’ offensive’ of: the
coal magnéites in Germany, France, Czecho-Slovakia and other

taxes on the shoulders of the toilers, has enforced new customs
duties, and is conducting a continuous attack on workers hours’
and wages. Fhe renegade of Socialism, the present fascist dictator
Mussolini, -has compelled the Ifalian proletariat to increase . its
working day by-a whole hour. And. is.the position any better
with"the French and ‘Polish. workers whose.living' standards are
being lowered to an unprecedented degree: by.the criminal in-
lation policy ,of the bourgegisie? In Norway, Czecho-Slovakia
and -Austria, where indeed+has -the workingclass. not lost its
economic positions during the last year. Capitalism, which has
Ted peoples, intp.a blind alley..is endeavouring to come-out of
it at the _expense of millions of unemployed, .at the expense of
the. frantic exploitation of the workers remaining in the. factories,
at the expense .of the taxes, duties, and reducing wages.. At the
same time in the Soviet Union the 8hour working day remains
unshakable, wages are slow]ly but surely increasing, workers’
dwellings are being built everywhere, social. insurance is being
extended by ‘the Staté. and taxes increased, on (private capital.
Let every conscipus worker compare these. results and say:
whether Lenin was right or wrong in.summoning the proletariat
ol Russia to the October Revolution, and. whether .the reformist
leaders are right or wrong in holding back the working class
of Germany, Italy, Poland, Austria and other countries from the
seizure of power and establishment of their dictatorship.

9. But the international bourgeoisie is not only" depriving
the workers of their economic conquests. They are endeavouring
1o deprive them of their elementary political rights, elementary
class organisations. The main attack of the bourgeoisie is waged
against the Trade Unions. Most brazen of all has been Mussolini
in prohibiting all non-fascist trade unions. The British bour-
geoisie has been conducting for many months an energetic cam-
paign to limit the rights of the trade unions. The bourgeoisie
of other countries are acting no less energetically with-the ob-
ject of cutting down the right of the trade unions and restricting
the electoral rights of the working class in the already restricted
and powerless parliamentary institutions. In Germany, France,
Poland, Czecho-Slovakia and other .countries; energetic agitation
is being conducted for dictatorship or for a reform, (favourable
for the bourgeoisie) of the franchise and for the extension of
the right of presidential and executive organs.

The growth of Fascism, the growth of political reaction, the
growth in the number of workers imprisoned, the growth of
reaction in schools and religion — such is the political resume
of the last year. At the same time in the Soviet Union the pro-
ductive functions of working class organisations extend, the net-
work of the so-called productive conferences of the workers and
factory- administration increases, the trade unions are steadly
increasing their -number of members (a growth of one million
during the last year) and have the entire support of the prole-
tarian state. Simultaneously the number ol electors increases
in the Soviet Union, the perceniage of trade union member
electors increases, and the activity of the urban and rural soviets
is stimulated by scientific circles in workers’ clubs, village
libraries of various kinds, etc. Let every conscious proletarian
compare these results and say: who was right: Lenin or Ebert,
Lenin or Masaryk, Lenin or Pilsudski, Lenin or MacDonald?

10. The working class of capitalist countries, and above ail
the proletariat of the two most advanced industrial countries,
Great Britain and Germiany have andergone great privations
during the past year. Every comscious proletarian is beginning
to understand that it is impossible to continue to live on such
lines any longer. What do the official leaders offer them, what
are they doing in order to ensure the workers’ victory in their
conflict with capitalism?

Every worker has probably not forgotten how the German
reformist leaders sabotaged for many months the struggle for
the confiscation of royal properties, and how they — at a time
when millions were unemployed — could not find any other
policy of struggle in an economic crisis than the policy of
supporting the capitalist “reorganisation of production”, which
means stabilising many millions of unemployed, lowering wages,
and increasing the tax burdens of the toilers. The werkers will
not forget how the reformist leaders rejected the united front
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proposed by the Comungnist Party for a strugﬁt {0 gco
production, and it &@&@g@@%&ﬁm‘%bﬁlqﬁ %

reformist leaders could not find any other means of fighting
inflatione than that of supporting. “a Dawes f«Plan”:{fGergrance,
the tejection  ‘of  the “united fromt; proposed by the Commurist
Party “and” the revolutionary trade unions “in "the * struggle for
the matibhalisation” of thie banks “and “a - rithigss taxatidn of big
capital,cf fo ReiEEas el sl s e

Still fresh in, the. mind. of every, worker is. the memory of
the shameful, sfrike:breaking - conduct oi the reformist leaders
of G(eat.:BI;itain,f Germany,, Holland, France, Poland, . America,
and, other countrigs during the ‘days of the Miners’ Strike. Did
not the General Council deal the miners a blow. .in. the back
by calling ‘,:,o'ﬁ'the,.‘Gegxe,l;lal‘1.§{rike‘.,w>ith6ut the “knowledge and
agreement of, the Miners’ Leaders? Haye not Thomas, Havelock
Wilson, etc., played the: role’.of, strikebreakers in not, hindering
the transport of foreign coal to England? Were. not the refor-
mist leaders of Germany, France, Holland and America, 100%
strike breakers in not paying aitention, to. the appeal to the
Miners’ Federation and, the proposal of the A. U. C. T. U, to
déclare an international miners’ strjke, or at any rate to prevent
the fransport of coal to En’gland?fw_'as not, the strike of millions
of miners betrayed by {he Amsterdam International sabotaging
financial aid fo. the miners? While the organjsations of the
Amsterdam , International, numbering, more ;thap. filteen;. million
members, have. pot even . given a hundred thousand pounds,
Soviet. Trade Uniops have sent aboyt a million pounds sterling
from the meagre contributions of their members. = . ‘

Fhe revolutionary struggle of the Rugsian ‘proletariat has
forged such a sentiment of class solidarity in ‘them as has made
them capable of any sacrifices in ‘the interests of imfernational
working:class solidarity. Only under conditions ‘of the prole-
tarian ordér, the trade unions of the U. 5. 8. R, found the means
for ‘mobilising all workers of the eniire country for-aiding their
British brothers. S o ‘

", We ‘see quite a diiferent thing in the West. )

... The German G, F.Z. C.D. Union bureaucrats nave deraanded
interest on  the amount they have given fo the British, Miners.
Has there ever been in the whole history of the:International
Labour . Movement anything moxze shameful and ;more revolting
than. this fact of stamping on the elementary feelings of elass
solidarity? ~ The Leiparts. and Glasemans have trampled the
banner of Marx, Bebel and Wilhelm Liebknecht.in the mud!.

The British'‘Miners’ Strike has shown that the’ reformist
leaders doi'not cdre a fig for the international solidarity of the
proletariat. It also shows that the reformist leaders tannot en-
sure victory to the proletariatin their'economic struggle, because
they fear ‘more than anything else ‘to infringe the'class laws
of thé bourgeois state and because they do not know ~any
methods ‘of struggle other than: constitutional- ones;’ while - the
bourgeoisie itself aBolishes liberties:and laws, introdiices 'emer-
gency' powers, mobilises  the/polite, fleet, etc. e

“The lessons of the class struggie of the international prole-
tariat during the last year have once again confirmed the truth
that there is no other way of beating back the attack of the
bourgeoisie except the. United Front of the Working Class,
fighting under the banner of an implacable Class Struggle. Only
after breaking the resistance of the refcrmist leaders and com-
pelling them to agree t{o: the wunification of:the irade unions
within the  country, only,. after. deciding on an irreconcilable
struggle for control over produclion, and the transier of burdens
to the, bourgeoisie, for: radical aid to the unemployed at: the
expense of the bourgeoisie and the landed aristocracy can the
working class find a true path of struggle. Once having adonted
this path, once having commenced this struggle under the ban-
ner of the united front, the working class will see that there are
o other means of reinforcipg their aitack and of bringing their
struggles to a victorious finish except, the seizure of political
power, establishment of the Proletarian Dictatorship.

“f enin’s path is corvect” — that is the unamimous conclu-
sion of all workers’ delégations visiting ‘the Soviet Republic.
Bui if Lenin’s pati is correct it would then foliow that the
path of Vanderveide, who has brought the workers of Belgiuni
under a foreign yoke, ‘the path of MacDonald and Thomas,
which has lted to the defeat of the million army of the British

nirol
A ¥

Every worker has probably not forgotten how the French .

Democratic
numerous stateaments. of the waorkers’ delegations .irom Ger-

proletariaf, Wi path. of , the, Farringtos™ fWho have sold th
Ag&"m}ﬁﬁ ;;%(ers .xadg“mi&res oﬁﬁvx”. the path of Pau?

Boncour and jouhaux who consider the interests of Bourgeois
France to be the highest principle of their policy — these paths
then are paths of inevitable .defeats, of complete treachery and
AeCePtiQ. i, ottt dLn re et booon g T

© 11.- The ‘strengthening of the Soviet stafe, ,the'pgiaceak')»vjmg
foreign - policy ' of ‘the governtiént, 'destroying the plans of the
imtperialists~at the fime of a ‘most profound crisis in fh‘e.i:‘é).p’itali'st
countries, and: the - powerful national revolutiohary movement
in the couintries of the East, atove all China, has called forth
the page of "international  capitalism particularly, British. The
Locarno Patt “and”the britiging of Germany into the League
of Nations, *the' Polish-Roumi#nian ' military {reaty, the attempts
of Poland to treate ‘a'Baltic allidrice, the provocative acts -of
Chang-Tso-Lifig, “'all ‘these are’ partidl 'manifestations of the
single ‘plan of the British Governmient (Supported also by other
imperialist governments) -~ "t5 isolate ‘the U.S.S. R, to provoke
mmtt:ary'enmvunters against her and' fo preparée military inter-
ventions, SRR ’ B '

This militarist provocative policy :of- international. capita-

lism is . combined with, the hypocritical - policy of so-called

disarmament,, .endless, pacifist speeches at -the session of- the
League of Natjons and with a wide press. campaign ahout
“Red Militarism”, This policy is part of the general imperialist
campaign against the U. 8. S..R. The hypocrisy. of the :Social
leaders has been - completely -disclosed by :the

many,. England and other. countries as also the statements -of
such people as Lansbury, concerning the profoundly pacifist
mood of the people:of the U. S. S. R, and the .profound ende-
avours. of the Soviet Govermment ifor peace. Every consajous
worker should entirely adhere to the .canclusions of the Workers
Delegations. “The cause. of defending the first Sowviet Republic,
is, as before, the vital task of the-internatiomal. proletariat”.

12.- The ninth anmiversary of'the existenice -of the U.S/S/R.
is marked by the steady advance’ of the Soviet country: towards
Sociatism, and by the mass opposition of the Social Democratic
workers towards the ‘policy of theé rdinrmist leaders who are
passive in face of the capitalist offensive. It is marked by the

‘increasing - endeavours of the trade union’rank and file for a

proletarian unitedIront and by increased preparations of inter-
national capitalism for intervemtion and also 'the growing acti-
vity of revolutionary: China. For this reason. the slogans of the
international proletariat on the minth anniversary should be the
foltowing: P T o .

Defence of Soviet Union from intervention of international
capital. o ' ’

Strengthening of the united front.in the struggle against
the capitalist offensive and the struggle for; unrestricted rights
of the trade unions. E

Strengthéning of international trade union unity.

. Preservation -and strengiheuing of the Anglo-Russian: Com-
ntittee. : . :

Struggle against imperialist intervention in China.
Struggle against the dangers of new - imperialist wars.
Struggle against Fascism and political reaction.

 Close. gcommunity of the toilers of thé‘emire world, with the
country of Sowiets. L

“Long live the Union of

B Long live the International Federation of Soviet Socialist
Republics. :

Soviet Socialist Repubtics.

Agitrop Comintern.

Between the capitalist and the Communist society there lies
the period of the revolutionary transtormation of the one into
the other. Accordingly there will be ‘avpo'lit:ical transition period
whose State cannot be ofher than the revolutionary dictatorship
of the proletariat. .

{Geotha Programme.) Karl Marx.
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The Soviet Union and the Imperialists

By S. Yavorsky.

Germany’s entry into the League of Nations formaily con-
cludes the work of those English diplomatists who have been
aiming at opposing to the Soviet Union a bloc of capitalist
states subservient to England through the agency of the League
of Nations, and of a number of greater and lesser Locarnos.
But the British statesmen, as is usual with bourgeois politicians,
have laid their plans without reckoning with the antagonisms
existing among the capitalist states, and have not taken into
account the development of national and class struggles in the
bourgeois states. Thus by the time Germany was really initiated
into the mysteries of the League of Nations, and made a knight
of the “Order of the Geneva Peace”, these processes of develop-
ment had already led to a radical change in the conditions
obtaining in Europe, and Chamberlain had every reason to
refrain from making festive speeches, at the moment when
Stresemann and Briand were exchanging “expressions of cordial
friendship”.

The European Steel Trust, this first economic expression of
the political co-operation being prepared between France and
Germany, at the same time denotes the liquidation of the first
move in the crusade planned by British diplomacy against the
Soviet Union. Germany had already endeavoured to secure itself,
by means of a neutrality agreement with the Soviet Union,
against the danger of serving as a cockpit in the case of an
attack against the Soviet Union. And now Germany’s foreign
policy is to seek in France a -counter-weight against the de-
mands of England. British diplomacy must now turn its atten-
tion to creating a wnited front against the Soviet Union by
means of a rapprochement not to Germany, but to France.

To all outward appearance conditions appear to favour
British efforts in this direction. The Poincaré government, though
containing the “pacifists” Herriot and Briand, bears the sharp
stamp of its aggressive leader. During the two years which
have elapsed since the defeat of the National Bloc, nothing has
occured to change the attitude of the obstinate reactionary and
convinced imperialist Poincaré towards the Soviet Union.
France has pursued a more active foreign policy of late, and
it has been inevitable that in leading circles in England there
has been a revival of plans for encircling and strangling the
Soviet Union with the aid of France.

But can France take any important position in the ranks
of the bourgeois States which are prepared to join in the
campaign against the Soviet Union? France and England are
at loggerheads along the whole line of foreign policy, and
there is not a single spot in all the world where these two
states have mutual interests. Germany’s rapprochement to
France, and the impending combination of German coal with
French ore, threaten the prosperity and even the existence of
English heavy industry. In the Mediterranean the aggressive
anti-French policy of the Italian Facisti imitates the endeavours
of British diplomacy, which is exerting no inconsiderable effort
for the firm establishment of the Italio-Spanish alliance, which
is again directed against France. In the South East of Europe,
and in the Balkans, England is struggling with France for the
dominating position. France’s understanding with Turkey is a
great obstacle in the way of British plans in the Near East.
Under these circumstances it is extremely doubtiul whether
France will allow herself to be drawn in the wake of England’s
anti-Soviet plans, unless -she can see some prospect of ad-
vantage to herself.

It is true, that between the Soviet Union and ‘the French
bourgeoise there still stand the questions of the cancelment
of the czarist debts and of the nationalisation of French capi-
talist undertakings in Russia. In order to accelerate the solution
of these questions, the Poincaré government can afford itself
the luxury of a trifling swindle, and can, for instance, support
the doubtiul pretenions of the Russian Asiatic Bank in the
East China railway question. But should it attempt to carry
on an active policy against the Soviet Union, it would find
itself entirely without the support of not only the French pea-
santry and working people, but of the bourgeoisie, for these
have learnt how expensive wars are, even for the victors. And
the government itself will scarcely risk an adventure which
would inevitably place France in an even more dependent
rosition with respect to Anglo-American capital.

Mussolini may be doing his best to march shoulder to
shoulder with British diplomacy, but he possesses sufficient
aoumen to avoid being accorded the task of fetching the chest-
nuts out of the Russian fire for the benefit of England. Fascist
Italy hopes to gain some colonial possession with the aid of
England. But she is non the less perfectly aware that she
is not going to receive naphta concessions in the Caucasus, or
coal from the Donetz basin, from the hands of British im-
perialism. A clear understanding for her own economic interests,
should induce Italy to live on friendly terms with Soviet Russia.
Viewed externally, a tendency in this direction may be seen,
for instance, in Italy’s refusal to include, in the agreement re-
cently concluded with Roumania, guarantees for the “inviolable-
ness” of Bessarabia, that is, for the rule over Bessarabia.

The “great idea” of the British diplomats at the present
time is to create a wunited front of neighbouring states “irom
sea to sea” against the Soviet Union. The main axis of this
combination is Poland, where the hero of the Kiev campaign,
Marshall Pilsudski, holds complete sway since the May upheaval.
The present rulers in Poland do not even try to conceal their
intentions with regard to the Soviet Union, and a series of
quite openiy unfriendly acts reveal their perfect readiness to
serve the plans of English imperialism, which coincide for
the most part with the aims of Polish imperialism. Poland’s
refusal to conclude the agreement of neutrality and non-attack
proposed by the government of the Soviet Union is quite
candidly substantiated by the statement that Poland does not
care to have her hands tied, since a ‘third power might be
at war with the Soviet Union.

The idea of a Baltic anti-Soviet bloc belongs equally to
Poland and to England. The extraordinary negligence shown by
Finland, Esthonia, and Latvia, who will not take part in
negociations with the Soviet government on the guarantee
treaty. again shows that these countries, though forced to give
their formal consent to the conclusion of the neutrality agree-
ment, have still, in ‘their negotiations with the Sovie Union,
not abandoned the idea of joint action, that is, of a masked
bloc under the leadership of a belligerent Poland.

There is no doubt that danger threatens the Soviet Union
from ‘this side, for even Finland, though drawing a line in
words between herseli and the aggresive border states, has
nevertheless taken part in the secret consultations held by
these states at Geneva, where the atmosphere of “love of
peace” appears to have been favourable for the elaboration of
plans of military attack.

It need not be said that the Roumanian government, which
fears for the future of a Bessarabia occupied by force, and
concluded an offensive and defensive agreement with Poland,
guaranteeing to both states their present irontiers, is quite ready
to participate in any combinatoin directed against the Soviet
Union. The project of the anti-Soviet bloc of the states lying on
the Western boundary of the Soviet Union will thus be realised
in some way or another.

It must however be observed that the Baltic States, although
they have come to an understanding with Poland behind the
scenes, stifl do not venture to take up a position openly hostile
to the Soviet Union, fearing internal complications. Besides this,
certain of these States, Latvia for instance, have not yet settled
their «conflicts with Poland. Poland still has her eye on the
southern part of the Latvian territory, Latvian Gallen. Finland
obviously fears to be drawn into the Polish adventure, and
Lithuania, afraid of being swallowed wholesale by Polish impe-
rialism, is quite openly opposing the Anglo-Polish plans with
regard to the Soviet Union.

The ranks of the States ready to join in encircling the
Soviet Union have lately been swelled by a new ally, Marshall
Chang-Tso-Lin, ruler of Manchuria. The hostile action taken
against the Soviet Union by Chang-Tso-Lin, and the part he has
played in bringing about provocative incidents on the ‘East
China railway, give every reason to regard the activities of the
Japanese diplomatists and Japanese militarists with ever greater
niistrust.

The present situation in China, and England’s persistent
desire to put an end to the Chinese national movement by force,
form a favourable ground for an understanding between British
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and Japanese imperialism, Inforumation received. from the Far
East shows us tHat among the eonditidns imiposéd by Japan in
return for her participation in an intervention, there is the very
important one of trading facilities for Japan in Manchuria and
in outer Mongolia. This indicates her open intention to enter
into conflict with the Soviet Union at a suitable moment, and
that she will fiot shrink from a recourse to arms. The Far
Eastern sector of the offensive of the imperialist powers must be
regarded at the present’time as one of the most dangerous.

But even here the mutual antagonisms among the imperialist
powers do not permit them to come to an understanding, even
on the common ground of emmity to the Soviet Union. Japan
demands from England, as the price of her participation in the
Chinese intervention and in an offensive against the Soviet Union,
that England shall abandon the fortification of the Singapore
naval base, and share out her sphere of influence in Central
China. But England’s motive for the naval base at Singapore
is precisely the prospect of a war with Japan, and to let the
Japanese into the Yangtsekiang valley would mean, to drive out
the devil with Beelzebub.

And beside all this, neither England nor Japan can come
forward openly until they have secured the agreement of their
most dangerous opponent, the United States of America. The
American policy of the “open door” pursues, however, the direct
aim of supplanting English and Japanese competition in the
Chinese markets. America has little reason to strengthen Eng-
land’s position in China, and she notes with equal distrust
Japan’s intention of getting the whole of Manchuria into her
hands.

Besides these antagonisms and confliots among the capita-
lists, preventing the formation of any firmly established group
having as its object the suppression by force of the ultimate seat
of revolution, Soviet Russia, there is another factor to be taken
into consideration, and one which is likely to split up the anti-
Soviet front, should it finally be formed, from the inside. Now
that @ new type of State has come into being — the Union of
Socialist Soviet Republics — a situation hitherto unknown in
the history of internatonal relations has arisen. It is no longer
possible to form an unbroken united front against the Soviet
Union in any single country, for the proletarian class character
of the Sowviet Union creates for it allies in every country. All
capitalist governments are taking this fact seriously into account,
Yor it is perfectly obvious that the possibility does not exist, in
any important country, of mobilising an army for a war against
the workers and peasants of the Soviet Union.

It need not be emphasised that the present state of com-
parative external security enjoyed by the Soviet Union is, for
the most part, the result of the unwearying and systematic work
of the Soviet country in its efforts towards the restoration cf its
econcmics and the firm establishment of its political position. The

success of this work is however at the same time partially due

to the fact that the leaders of the foreign policy of the Soviet
Union, when organising their relations with the bourgeois
world, have applied their knowledge of the reciprocal relations
and struggle of forces in ithe capitalist state of society, and have
utilised the analyses of sodial processes bequeathed us by Marx
and Engels. Soviet diplomacy contains no element of subjec-
tivismi in its estimation of the international situation; thus all the
achievements and successes of the Sovie Union in its relations
to foreign States have been foreseen and have been realised as
soon as the necessary conditions iwere given.

It was to be foreseen that the capitalist States would be
bound to make an attempt, sooner or later, to enter into rela-
tions with the Soviet Republics. But the utilisation of the confe-
rence at Genoa as an opportunity for preparing the way to the
de jure recognition of the Soviet Union by the most important
states of Europe, depended to a great degree on the energy and
skill of the Soviet representatives. Already the conclusion of a
trade agreement with England had dealt a deadiy blow at the
Ylockade which had been imposed on the Soviet Republics for a
number of years. It cannot, of course, be maintained that the
conclusion of this agreement fell into the lap of the Soviet
government like ripe fruit. Bu the estimation and calculation of
the secret forces of Franco-English antagonisms, at a time when
England still appeared to be in a very strong position, could only
be made by a diplomacy equipped with the methods of Marxist
analysis.

The successive recognitions of the Soviet Unions following
closely upon one another during the last two and a half years,

have made even the idea of the possibility of a complete isolation

- of ‘the Sowiet ‘Union. from the rest of the world entirely illusory.

At the present time there is no State whose interests are not, in
one way or another, bound up with those of the Soviet ‘Uniom,
even though outside of the confines of official recognition. It is
solely with Switzerland and Roumania that no relations whatever
exist, and the sole reason for this is that the Soviet government
is boycotting these countries.

The Soviet Union has had to content itself in Europe and
America with commercial and ‘diplomatic relations with bour-
geois States which have been driven by economic mnecessity to
recognise the Soviet Uniom, but in Asia it has been able to
gain a position as the sole State whose friendship is anxiously
sought after by all independent and semi-independent countries,
It is true that this inclination of the Eastern peoples towards
the Union of Soviet Republics, and the example given by the
successfiul struggle of the peoples of the Soviet Union against the
united forces o% foreign intervention, have drawn down upon
the Union the deadly hate of British imperialism. But the fact
that the Turkish republic, for instance, has preserved its inde-
pendence, is incontestably an item on the credit side of the eman-
cipation of the East, and a big success for Soviet policy.

The Soviet government, in renounding the spnere of influence
in Persia, and the slavery contracts i ed upon this country
by the czarist government, has enabled the Persian people tfo
concentrate the whole of their powers against reactionary feuda-
lism in their own country, and against the encroachments of
British imperialism. The independence of Persia is a heavy blow
for imperialist England, which was anxious to follow up the
great war by interference in the affairs of the Russian revolution,
and by gaining a firm foothold on the rich maphtha-yielding
shores of the Caspian Sea and the Persian Guii.

The Saviet government was the first to recognise the inde-
penidence of Afghanistan, and thus aided the Afghan people to
free themselves from the usurious overlordship of British im-
perialism. The outcry naised by those English who derive profit
from colonies and war, at the Soviet danger alleged to be threa-
tening India from Afghanistan, merely signifies that the English
imperialists have abandoned the hope of being able to attack
the Soviet Union from this side.

Japan held the last piece of Soviet territory in the Far East,
oocupied during the intervention. The question of North Sachalin
was an obstacle to the settlement of relations between Japan and
the Soviet Union so long as Japan calculated upon being able
to exploit the weakness of the Soviet Union. But finally and at
last, Japan was obliged to settle this question in accordance
with the demands of the Soviet Union, which showed neither
nervous haste nor weakness in this chronic conflict with Japan.
Sachalin was finally restored to the Soviet Union, and at the same
time Japan abandoned her support of the White Guard bands
operating in the Far East.

The relations of the Soviet Union to China are extremely
difficult, in consequence of the complicateness of Chinese condi-
tions. Nevertheless, here too the Soviet Union has remained true
to its principles, and supports the endeavours of the Chinese
people towards national emancipation. The Soviet Uniom, in
renouncing the unjust agreements concluded by the czarist
government, gained for itself such an enormous degree of popu-
larity among all classes of the Chinese people, that even that
faithful servant of foreign capital, Chang-Tso-Lin, has not ven-
tured to prevent the return of the East China railway, which is
on Manchurian territory.
 The reactionary Chinese Generals, at the instigation of foreign
imperialists, and out of fear of losing their own privileges, have
however adopted a hostile attitude towards the Soviet Union. But
the end of their rule, and even of their existence, is merely a
question of time, and not a very long time at that. A free China,
now carrying forward its successtul armed struggle against
Western imperialism and reaction at home, will be the ally of
the Soviet Union in its struggle against imperialist violence.

As this struggle in the Fast becomes more acute, the clouds
gathering over the Soviet Union become the more threatening.
British imperialism is persistenly forging chains of alliances,
combinations, and agreements, all aiming at surrounding and
strangling the Soviet Union. It would be foolish to suppose that
capitalism, seeing its existence threatened by the revolutionary
movement in the classes and nationalities, will abandon its po-
sition without a struggle. The whole question consists in the
forces of the revolution meeting the danger under those circum-
stances and conditions most favourable to the revolution.
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The Territori

. The 140 million inhabitants of the U.S S.R. turns out
every yeai one and a quarter millioni,toilers of conscripticnal
age. Of these 900,000 are fit for military service., Meanwhile' the
Red. Army which in 1924 was reduged to 562,000 is able fo pass
less than one-third of .the comscripted contingent 'th,rough‘,"fjs
cadres. Thus if it were organised on tHe structure of the bour-
geois regular armies, more than 600,000 ‘men ‘would. remdin_un-
trained each year. The tsarist army, in order to cope with this
task, had a nuinerical sirength of “about ‘1,5 million men," ~ "~

en.
.. The defence of the Soviet Union is the work of the toilers
themselves. Therefore all toilers of the U.S.S.R. are liable {o
military training and the Red Army has to realise this mdin task
of ‘defence. Under such conditions the only ‘issue’ is the’ Wide
application of the militia method of training. Troop§ applyriﬁg
this methad within the confines of a definife ter¥itory are cai-

led territorial. , -

. The territorial units have small cadres, in which they, frain
mainly, the junior comimanding staif with a ‘two years term of
{raining , (permanent staif). Besides this ‘a definite number of
conscripis are, allotted to each unit according ‘to a Strict’ class
selection.  These comprise the relieving staff which are catled
for military {raining for a Short period in the locality they in-
habit, . I o
. ...During the first, year the fraining of these new’ recruits lasts
{hree months, after which they are transierred to the respective
relieving units. Further training is conducted -(usually in ' the
autumn) during the musier of the entire division composed of
all 'those allotled, and throughout a period of ’iour' years. In
general every Red Army man trains eight months. = 7
.. Taking into consideration the short term of trainir ‘Special
attention is paid {o the preliminary training before calling up,
which is,_condiicted according to a 420 hour’ prograrmmme.’ The
experience of the territorial programme goes to' show ‘that- théde
periods, on condition that the relieving §‘taf§ of the units is com-
pletely exempt - from undertaking garrisor ' duty, all” kinds l<of
manoeuvres, expeditions, efc., is quite adequate for' getting the
Red Army mian a full training. Tt i§ particularly tiseful ‘that the
training, is maintained from year' to- year which - continuously
“ freshens the knowledge of the Red Army man. " e

e e — .

© . *) Comrade Tukhatchevsky is chief of Sfé‘fi of the Red Army
and Fleet of the U.S.S.R. and.miember of the Revelutionary
Military Council. — Ed. ey , o

; . [
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al System in the Red Army.

By M;_‘Tu‘l‘(hatch evsky*)." : Sreet g, Lo
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. During the time of the yearly training the relievitig staff
of the territorial sections are supported at the full expense’ of
the State. At the same {ime workeéts 'and employees - have their
places kept for them, as also a part of thé wages they receive

- while “at’work. :

* '“Thanks to this the territorial system. is:the :most advanta-
geous -military 'system for the masses. It enables ithe State to
provide the large number of toilers with military:training with
the ‘expenditure’ ot ‘minimuim funds. - SR S

" "The territorial system has also a number of - special mili-
tary -advantages over the-boitirgeois-regular system. For. instance,
the .régular units' on ‘being mobilised receive froin the reserve
corps, men almost ‘unknown to it which greatly lowers their
fighting capacity, while the territorial unit: calling up every year,
though only for a short term, its erntire-forces, goes out'ito:fight
in exactly the same formations in which it trains in péace-time.
" The territorial system 1n the hands' of the Soviet State is a
powerful “lever for reinforcing Lenin’s chief watchword of an
alliance’ of workers and peasants. and for ‘getting . Party and
Soviet influence to reach the wide masses of toilers. :

‘Thanks to the territorial system the Red Army is a-school
for mass cultural political training above all in'the rural :dis-
tricts. 'The X1I1 Congress of the C.P.S.U. (B) in its resolution
on work in the country says: “The extensjon of the miilitia
system opens up new paths ‘for Party work in the countryside
and for strengthening Soviet influence there. The. territorial
formations, including in their composition exclusively the poor
and middle class strata of the rural. districts, can and must be-
come one of the Party points: for the unification and education
of ‘these latler and also of ‘support for the economic and cultural
construction in the countryside. In those districts where terri-
torial units exisi, their cadres should be utilised as new forms
of contact of the Soviet Stale and the ‘Party with the peasantry.
For this there:should be insured .the-organijsational contact of
the. territorial cadres ‘within the local:organs of authority and
the Party organisations as well as a . strengthening of the terri-
torial sections by Party forces.” ..

Of course not one imperialist state would risk forming in
its. own country an :army of many millions on a territorial-
militia basis. This would be suicide for it. But in_the U.S.S.R.
the territorial system is the surest system for mobilising the
working and peasant masses in defenice of their class interests
with arms in hand, '

" During Nine Years.

- By S. Strumilin.

In-summing up their achievements for the ninth anniversary
of .the October Revolution, the broletariat of the:lJ. 8. S: R.:can
review the path they -have traversed with:-full satisfaction. “The
civil war and armed ‘intervention’ of Western capital which breke
our country up into pieces and sirangled our econoriy 1n the
deadly noose of the economic -blockade have already been rele-
gated -to the past. Already mearly five years have past since
our revolution, having  completed the heroic period .of “military
communism”, victoriously on: all fronts, had entered. .the arena
of. positive, economic creative ‘work. The tasks -of military stra-
tegy havé given way to the tasks of systematically. utilising the
existing -economic resources and consistently ~extending all the
productive forces of the country. The ecoromiic general staff of
the Republic created for: this purpose. and called the. Gesplan
(State’ Planning Commission) has: already for five years been
conducting its extremely complicated, but nevertheless very pro-
mising planning work.  And despite all the objective diificulties
and subjective gaps and defects, here also’on the’ econemic front
we may present achievements that are by no means to be
laughed at. N

indeed let us examine how dn the first place the factory
industry has developed during - this time. Here are a lew fi-
gures: : :

No. Workers ° Production in Pre-War Values

Year
) Per 1 worker
In thousands In% In mill. In% In R. In9,
: 3 roubles
1921/22 1243 100 1,463 100 1,201 100
1922/23 1,452 117 1,949 130 1,342 112
1923/24 . 1,615 130 2,500 172 1,589 (132
1924/25 - 1,880 152 3,050 . 204 2,001 174
1925/26 2,422 195 5,640 378 2.320 193

The results for the year 1025—206 are not yet final; but we
will take here the minimum estimate. And even then the number
oi workers-and their productivity during the four years alone
according to this calculation has doubled while the production
in its physical volume has almost increased four-fold. Is this not
an achievement? - L

In the sphere of agriculiure distributed in the hands of
millions of peasants and therefore much more difficult 1o .subject
to . sustematic State Planning regulation, our achievements are
not-so great. If we express the entire gross production of.agri-
culture and cattle breeding in the U. S. S. R. in pre-war values
we get the following picture. In the year 192i—22 in which there

was a harvest failure it reached 5,7 billion roubles and in
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1925—26 as high as 10,4 billion roubles, a total growth of
‘82%. And if we exclude the year of famine, then for the follo-
wing years from 1922—26 the growth of agricultural production
comprises altogether 42%. The figure on the scale of pre-war times
is tremendous, but as compared with the above mentioned tempo
of restoration of our industry it was very modest.

The railway transport of thé U. S.'S. R. during the same
period has developed its work according fo the following
figures.

& . Work of System
& 2 = Per 1 Worker
5eE 8, £ @
=g BE . - 2 -
5 B e gz . =F: e
g 528 sz & E 2 %
1921/22 07,8 919 (26,7) 100 29,0 100
1922/23 09,0 836 36,3 136 43,4 149
1923/24 73,8 858 49,7 186 57,8 199
1924/25 74,4 808 07,3 252 74,8 258
1025/26 74,3 1,045 92,8 347 83,8 306

As we see, labour power has grown here altogether by 14% ;
but thanks to its being utilised in a three times better way, the
total work of the system expressed in billions of ton-klms, has
grown during four years by 247%, i. e. 3—1/2 times.

"~ We see practically the same successes in. other fields of
national economy. But what is most important of all is the
fact of the steady increase in the well-being of the toilers.going
hand in hand with the general ascent of national economy. For
instance, whereas the productivity of the industrial worker in-
creased according’ to our statistics by 93% from 1921—22 to
192526, the real wages for the same four years increased by
123%, i. e. more than twice, and reached 630 chervony roubles
per year. This shows faifly well that the growth of national
economy during the years mentioned has not taken place in our
country at the cost of increased. exploitation of labour, as ‘is
the “case in capitalist countries, but above all at the cost of a
~more systematic utilisation of the éxisting forces and resources.
And the Soviet w8rkers, being thaster in their own house, have
been able to dévote all the effect of their economic successes
almost entirely to raising the standard of living of the toilers and
the 'subsequent development of the productive forces of the
country. :

What wide possibilities open up in this letter field may be
judged by the iollowing figures: The totai sum of means of
production belonging to the State in the U. S. S. R. exceeds
26 billion reubles, not counting lands and forests. The total
sum of net revenue from economic operations in the sphere of
the socialised sector of national ecoriomy of the U. S. S. R, yet
in the year 1923—24 hardly -reached 468 million chervonets
roubles and from 1925—26, according to the calculations of the
,Gosplan the figure estimated is 1,407 million roubles. And it
will certainly continue to grow every year by hundreds of
millions. ;

One may safely say that not a single millionaire, not a
single trust in the world has ever disposed of such huge resources
for economic manoeuvrin%_, concentrated in a single hand and
subjected to a single will. This is particularly so, if we remember
that the socialist proletariat of the U. S. S. R. besides the
resources mentioned also has at its disposition colossal ammorti-
sation funds, not to mention the budget resources in a whole
number of methods of state regulation of economy.

__Economic progress in the Soviet Union since the revolution
has been most clearly expressed in the restoration of industry.
. Every branch of industry has developed with amazing rapidity
since the year 1921/22. This rapid development has received the
designation of “Process of restoration”, for the first three years
were ‘chiefly occupied with the restoration and re-opening -of
existing factories and undertakings. Since the fourth and fifth
year, simultaneously with this process, there has been the creation
of new imdustrial units. ‘

At the present time we are witlnessing oniy the very first
steps of economic activity of this first socialist state in the world.
Still in 1923—24 all our .capital investments in national economy
in .its socialist sector did not reach 600 million roubles. but
already in the following year 1924—25 they exceeded 940 millions,
while in 1925—26 they comprised about 1,900 millions and
during next year will at any rate pass the two milliard mark.

It is true that side by side with this fabulous growth of
socialist economy in. the U.S.S.R,, the private capital of foreign
concessionaires and also of native traders function quite freely up
to now in the field allotted them. But the role oi this private
capital in the total ecomomic turnover of the country is quite
negligible; If we do-not-include as capitalists the rank and file
masses of. the. peasantry, handicraft workers and independent
artisans, the petty traders and similar representatives of simple
goods exchange, who do .not always justify by their “income”
even the full payment of their labour, the share of capitalist
turnover, in the more limited sense of this word, is not more
than 20% of the sum tofal in the sphere of trade, while in the
sphere of industrial production it is still less — altogether

—8%. Still less, however, is the share of private capital in-the
sum_total of capital funds in the country. The fact is that in
private industry if we leave out handicraft workers and artisans,
more than 7% -of the remajnder are.simply leaseholders of the
smajlest State enterprises. According to miotive force, by October
1925 in these lease enterprises there was concentrated even as
much as 90% of the operating power of the entire private
industry. And in-retail frade, where in our country private
capital has the greatest scope, with a tremendous turnover of
existing resources, in general it cannot concentrate any consi-
derable capital” funds: ‘%ut most important of all for us at the
present moment is the fact that the proportion of the .private
economic sector in ‘the ‘total turnover of ‘the country’ is de-
clining year by year, whereas the Socialist section is growing.
For 'instance, in"1923--24, the share of state and co-operative
trade was only 59% ‘of the total trading turnovér, while in
1924—25 ‘this percentage already increased to 73 and in 1925—26

“to 76%.

In _the remaihing 24% there are included the turnover not
only of the more or 1e5s indecendent traders of a. capitalist type,
but' also “a. considerable ‘mass’ of petty traders who now are
actually nething more than simple agents of the State apparatus
of distribution,  ready 10 execute all its demands for a very
percentage .of commission. SR :

. Thus, despite’ the .apparent’ domination .of trading relations,
the countyy is slowly. but surely, year by year approaching wearer
and nearer ‘to the.complete realisation of Socialism. These pro-
cesses of socialisation are accompanied by a powerful growth
in the productiye .resources of the country in all branches of

~economy, But our, Socialist industry is growing with particular

rapidity, And each new success on this path of industrialisation,
and “together, with it the socialisation of Soviet econpmy; is
accompanied by, a’further increase in the standard of.living .of
the proletariat and the well-being of all toilers. in
Such are the first real achievements of the victorious .pro-
lefarian revolution. )

The econpmic forces in the hands of the Russian' proleiarian
State fully. suffice in order to secure the transition to Comitiinism.
ASpeech at- the XI. Party Conference of the €.P.S.U))
IR . : ~ N.Lenin

State Industry in the Soviet Union in 1926.

By J. Ulitzkiy.

The. org‘anis‘atpr'y mulafi\tiés giving -the first impetus to

. industrial developmient. in, 1921/22 were the complete re-organi-

sation of the whole of the conditions obtaining' under war com-
miunisnt. The imumediate = administration of, every branch, of
industry from ome céntre of organisation has been repladad ‘by
combinations . of, separate factories and undertakings in trusts
possessing great economiic independerice. Despite the cormon
designation of trust ‘there is considerably more  difference than
similarity befween Soviet and capitalist frusts. The main object
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of the capitalist trust is high prices and high profits; it is an
association of capitalists who do away with mutual competition,

and combine with one another for the maintenance of high prices.

The trust is a big capitalist combine, opposing on the one hand

~ the individual conswmer, and on the other the individual labour
organisation. Both of these categories of sufferers under the ca-
pitalist trust find it considerably more difficult to combat trusti-
fied capital than individual capitalists.

The Soviet trust is a combine of several factories and works
belonging to the State, and working for the organisation of
socialist industry. The decree defines the trust as one or more
“State industrial undertakings accorded independence by the
State for the execution of its operations in accordance with the
statutes confirmed for each of these, and working on a commmer-
cial basis for the object of earning profits”. (Article 1.)

Although the principle of “earning profits” is contained in

the statutes, the import of this paragraph is greatly modified
in the course of the subsequent paragraphs, and the similarity
between our trusts and private economic undertakings is much
lessened. For instance, the trusts are obliged, when selling their
-goods; to- accord ‘preferences to the State trade otganisation and
co-operatives. (Art50.) They are obliged to be members of the
Bourse (Art. 48), and can be compelled to place their products
in ‘the ‘hands of certain organisations- (Art. 49 etc). All these
obligations are .unknown to private wundertakings. But -the
greatest difference of all refers to the invoice prices. The trusts
do not ‘possess the right o fix the prices at will.: The People’s
Commissariat for Trade fixes the prices of almost all articles
of ordinary consumption.
' The regulation of prices by the central organisations is one
of the peculiarities of State industry. This circumstance alone
has been the cause of a state of affairs entirely unknown to
capitalist economics — the fact that from 1924 till the present
“time, a period during’ which there has been such a demand for
“goods all over the country that there has been an actual shortage
of goods at times, thus affording an especially easy opportunity
for raising prices, the Soviet industries have steadily lowered
their prices. Precisely during the period in which the shortage
of goods was so great that it was possible to sell the goods
in the immediate district of the factory, and the possibility of
rapid returns was thus given, plans were worked out and
executed for the equal distribution of goods in every district.

The policy of wuninterrupted reductions in prices during

_.periotls of brisk trade is something entirely foreiga to capitalist
-ecompomics.  The capitalist trusts, in their anxiety {o maintain
high prices, do not even shrink from the actual destruction of
stocks of ;goods, if they can thereby prevent a drop in prices.

The separate industrial trusts are combined in syndicates
entrusted with the task of combining the commercial activities

- of the separate trusts. Each individual trust does sell its own
products, but the syndicates are accorded the task of opening
stores for the retail sale. The centralised work of the syn-
dicates renders excellent service to the trusts, for it effects a
great reduction of commercial expenses.

The administrative centre superintending the industry, the
“special industrial commissariat, is the People’s Supreme Eco-
nomic Council, composed of a number of boards of management
-of branches of industry: the general management of the metal
industry, the general management of the mining and fuel industry,
etc. The trusts and syndicates undertake the operative functions
(production, trade), the People’s Supreme Ecomomic Council is
responsible only for the regulation.

Trustification, as a form of organisation, ensures con-
siderable advantages both in ecomomic and technical respects.
A number of trusts are grouped according to the principle of
the combine, certain auxiliary lines of production being attached
to the basic production. Thus the sugar trust includes sugar
factories, sugar beet plantations, selection stations, fertiliser

factories, etc. In this way the goods, instead of being sold
among the separate industrial undertakings themselves, pass
through the trust in accordance with the turnover of the whole
_industry. Thus the sugar trust, and each separate undertaking,
requires considerably less working. capital “than in an -industry
where edch branch exists as an independent under’takm'g. All
the separate undertakings in the same trust pass od their pro-
ducts to one another without demanding a proiit; the amount
of profit is fixed once and for all by the trust itself, when ine
sugar leaves the factory for the market.
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Besides this, it is an acknowledged fact that the larger an
industrial undertaking is, the less the expenditure required for
the production of a unit of production, the less the outlay lor
administrative costs, the lower the cost of production, etc.

These are the economic factors making the great trust more
profitable than the small undertaking. They are premises which
apply equally to the capitalist trust, but with the difference that
here they form the basis for a super-profit.

From the technical standpoint the trust facilitates the intro-
duction of technical measures intensifying production; it per-
mits the use of more efficient machinery, and the organisation of
improved working methods among the affiliated undertakings
from one administrative centre. Among these measures special
mention must be made of the transition to coal cutting by ma-
chinery on a large scale in the mining industry, whilst before
the war the use of machines for this purpose was never thought
of, and all coal hewn by hand. In the glass industry, in which
especially unhealthy working conditions exist, steps have been
taken for the erection of factories in which the glass is blown
by mechanical means; work has already been commenced in one
such factory. Similar steps towards the introduction of machinery
have also been made in the metal, leather, and match :ndustries.

Considerable success is to be recorded in the generation of
heat and power; new electric centrals have been built, with
power stations calculated to supply whole districts. The ma-
jority of the new electric stations have been erected in places
where cheap and inferior fuels or waste material are obtainable,
not worth their carriage to any distance, but available as fuel
on the spot (for instance coal dust, peat, wood waste).

A special scientific and technical administrative body has
been organised, within the People’s Supreme Economic Council,
for the practical carrying out of techmical innovations and the
perfecting of improved methods of work. This body consists of
a number of institutes for scientific research, and counts among
its collaborators many leading technical specialists. Among these
institutes may be named: the Institute for Factory Building, the
Textile Institute, the Naphta Institute, and others. Each of these
institutes maintains a close connection with its corresponding
industry, and with the separate factories and work in which
the technical projects of the institute are put into practical exe-
cution. Should an innovation prove successful it is introduced
simultaneous by the central intc the whole of the factories and
work belonging to the group.

Here again a difference may be noted from the capitalist
trusts, which are not always anxious to introduce technical
imiprovements. There are cases in which the best of technical
inventions' are sought for and bought up, but with the sole
object of preventing their being put into use. It frequently
happens that it is more advantageous for the manufacturer to
pay a large sum for a patent than to expend even greater sums
in improving his factory, for although the final result of the
use of the patent would mean a considerable reduction of the
costs of production, he frequently prefers to let it lie unused,
and only buys it to prevent its falling into the hands of his’
comipetitors.

A word must be said as to the task of the main principle
in the activity of the trusts. It is the purpose of the trust to
render it possible for the chaos of free productive methods, in
which every warks or factory can set up its economic pro-
gramme according to its own ideas as is invariably the case
under capitalism, to be replaced by a single plan of production
drawn up by a central economic body actuated solely by the
desire to further the interests of the people, and not by motives
of private enterprise. The principle of planed economics facili-
tated the development of industry during the period of resto-
ration. Thus in 1922 and 1923, when it became apparent that
though industry was making rapid progress, still the material
and financial means were insufficient to set all work and factories
going, ‘it was found best to concentrate industry, to combine
the best and most efficient works in trusts, and to close down
and preserve the rest of the undertakings. A part of the best.
technical equipment was transferred to the factories kept
working, enabling these to increase greatly their technical ca-

" pacity. After a very few years it was found possible to resume

work in many of the factories- which had been laid idle.

The planning principle permits capital improvements to be
undertaken in the best technical units only, and leaves the out-
of-date plant to be used up by natural wear and tear.
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Under capitalist, econcmics, out of date industrial under-
takings are frequently found to hamper the iniroduction of per-
fected equipment. It is often more advartageous to build 'a new
factory than’ to improve an old one. But this can only be done
for a whole industry ‘if the State itself is the cwner of the whole
of the works .and factories of that industry. On the planning
‘principle ‘evéry, works draws’ up its own’ pmgranﬂme for a year
in advance. T/h'e central -body, the People’s Supreme Economic
Council, combines all these programmes ‘into one single indu-
strial programme ,each programme being made to dovetail with
the others. The process of production depends greatly: upon
import, import is determined by export,-and this again depends
upon the rapidity with which the State can produce supplies of
grain.

" In addition to this, in the setting up of the programme,
regard is had to the possibility of finding suitable labour and
unrestricted markets, of obtdining money and material, etc. etc.

The whole of the programmes of production are brought
into conformity with one another by the ‘planning council,
which can take into consideration “those factors of natiomal
ecomomty which' ¢annot be known to the individual works. The
programme of production thus represents a sort of plan of action.
The strict adherence to the planning principles has permitted
the~ introduction of a properly: planned system in the process
of ‘restoration in industrial development: a process carried on
under the pressure of exceedingly active markets. The extremely
gifficult process of raising industry once more to almost the
‘pre-war level was carried out ‘along systematic lines, without
any considerable. crises or prolonged difficulties. By the end
of 1926 the. industry of the Unionm of Soviet Republics will
have attained the samie stage as England and Germany with
respect to regaining the pre-war level. - :

After this survey of the organisation -of dndustry we must
turn our aftention to the results of industrial activity, That
growth of industrial production:which began..in the economic
year 1921/22 (the year reckoned from the-lst of October to the
30th of September) was at first somewhat slow, but subsequently
increased its speed. 1f the fotal production is estimated in pre-
war roubles (in order to avoid the influence of the changed
motrey values), the general increase in production niay be seen
from the following table: , ‘

1021/22 850 —
1922/23 1239 146
1923/24 1621 130
1024/25 2560 160
1925/26 3550 T 140

.+ The peculiarity of this increase consists in the fact that
in 1922/23, when the principles of seli-dependence and economic
accountancy were first.applied to industry, the industrial out-
put increased by 46%, or almost one half. In the following year
the rate of increase slowed down to 30%. ' »

dn 1925/26 an espeoially interesting - phenomenon has been
observable: - In - this year the crops were comparatively un-
favourable, in. some distriets: even a failure, and yet this year
showed a record growth of  60% in industrial production,
‘Prioving that industry has developed to such an extent that it
has.. not only the producer, but at the same time the
consumer, 0f industrial goods. The light industries, working
for the broad market of small corisumers — the' textile, leather,
sugar, and. other.industries — were the first 1o revive, but by
1924/25 the. industrial revival began to make itself felt at the
same time in:an increased demand for the products - of “heavy
industry: metal, coal, building materials, and the like. During
the last few years .the accelerated rate of industrial development
extended - from light toheavy industry. :

The re-opening -of the closed factories and works has been
accompanied by the simultaneous expenditure of considerable
sums on ground rents and new buildings. In 1928/24 these sums
amounted' to 375 million roubles,. in the following: year, 1924/25,
to. approximately 750 million . roubles. An important factor -of
industrial development is.<he extensive electrification of the
country, The plan of electrification, workeéd out under Lemin’s
immediate guidance, estimates. the cost of the preliminary electri-
fication plan at-1,2 milliard roubles. The time required for
the execution: of the project is estimated at ten years, beginning
in 1918. The' sum total required for the development of the
planned ‘electrification is estimated at 300 million roubles, of
which 224 million fall to the State budget (also reckoned for

1925/26). Of the large distiict stations provided by the plan,
seven steam and seven hydro-electric stations are in course of
construction; some are already completed and working. The
most important station, the Vollnov station with iis 56,000 kilo-
watt power, will be finished by the end of 1926. .
Industrial conditions are, in general, approaching, those
of the preswar epoch; the industrial level is still about 10 per
cent below pre-war, but will have regained the old level by
the beginning of 1927. In some industries the pre-war level
has already been passed; the electro-technical: industry, for
instance, has developed to an extent triple that of the pre-war
eriod. : -
P In 1925/26_the total number of separate works and factories
amounted to approximately 2800, employing in round figures
2 million workers. On an average, about 700 workers are
employed in each of these undertakings. There are, however,
many gigantic updertakings employing thousands and tens of

thousands of workers.

. A considerable part of the industrial production passes
through the apparatus of the syndicates. The syndicates are the

central. commercial administrative bodies for industry, and the

increase of .their returns shows the growing extent of the
markets forming the sphere of organised State trade. Ten of
the leading syndicates comprise the most important branches
of industry. The table of returns for the syndicates in 1924/25
shows the sum total of the turnover to have almost doubled

-as compared with 1923/24, an increase from 754 million roubles

to 1328 million. The following are the separate returns for the
different syndicates in.1924/25:

Textile §yndicate . . . . . . . . . . . &3
Ural metal syndicate . . .. . . . . . 1%
Metal syndicate . . . . . . .. . . . 61

Leather syndicate . B I +°
Syndicate for agricultural machinery . . . 21

Salt syndicate . . . . . . . 24
Syndicate for silicate products . . . . . . 33
Other syndicates (tobacco, fats, oils) . . . 35

. Total . . 1326

In 1925/26 an accelerated goods turnover was observable in
all the syndicates, accompanied however by a retardation of
the capitai circulation, involving a prolongation of the goods
credit terms. Here we have again a phenomenon widely differing
from the capitalist syndicates, in which a prolongation of credits
would never occur during a period of rapid disposal of goods.
Such periods are invariably simultaneous, under capitalist
economic expansion, with' shorter terms of credit and higher
prices. Under the conditions ruling among us, a prolongation
of the terms of credit is carried out as soon as the general
interests of national economy demand it, whether or not the
favourable state of the market might render it possible to raise
prices or restrict credits.

H we turn to our price policy, we find that up to 1923
prices could be fixed quite freely as a general rule. At that time
both the trusts and the syndicates aimed at raising : prices as
far as possible, in order to replenish their capital, which had
sunk to a low level during the previous years. At the end of
1923 the policy of price reduction came into force, and pressure
was put upon the trusts to reduce the costs of production,
and with this the price of goods. In 1924 the mioney reform
enabled accurate caloulations to be made. If the mean annual
cost prices are compared (according to the industrial index
figures issued by the People’s Supreme Fconomic Couricil), the
average price reduction in 1924/25 will be found to have been
13,3 per cent, as compared with the year before, 1923/24. In
1925/26 raw materials have risen in price, and wages have
increased, preventing any further fall in prices.

.. The price index figures for industrial products are still high
n comparison with pre-war. prices, despite the above mentioned
drop in prices. In 1923/24 the index figure was 203 (1913 = 100),
falling in 1924/25 to 178. In the separate industries' we observe
a gradual rise in cost price in proportion to the complicatedness
of the process of production. Thus rolled iron has increased
In price more than cast iron or Martin steel, while the index
figures for machine building have risen even further. In the
cotton spinning trade the same comparison may be drawn, if
we compare the rising index figures for yarn with those for
mitcal, or those for mitcal and calico.
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The greatest difficulty is the increase of retail prices. Here
State trade and the co-operatives have not been abie to reduce
the trade expenses and to lower prices to the same extent as
industry has been successful in doing with ‘regard to factory
prices. .

If we calculate the reduction in prices eiffected by industry
for the goods listed in the retail indices of the People’s Com-
missariat for Finance, we find the drop in prices to have
amounted to 36% during the last 2'/» years, whilst retail prices
have only fallen by 4%.

The consequence is an enormous difference between whole-
sale and retail prices. The extent of this difference has reached
60%, even slightly exceeding the difference existing under pre-war
conditions.

The process of restoring pre-war industry will have been
completed by the end of 1927, and work will be commenced on a
new industrial structure. The restoration of the old industrial
undertakings Mas naturally implied every ipossible utilisation of
the existing equipment, but now an era begins in which it will
be possible to raise the question of a.coordinated reorganisation
of industry on a high technical basis. The first step towards this
was taken in 1924, when a specal conference was set up, within
the peopie’s Supreme Economic Council, for the purpose of for-
ming a groimd capital for industry, and was entrusted with the
task of drawing up a prospective plan for a five years’ period’ of
industrial development. It had become absolutely necessary to
make a survey of the needs of the population, the needs of indu-
stry, the resources of the country, and the possibilities of indu-
strial development. It need not be said that errors were unavoid-
able in a plan embracing 47 different branches of industry, but the
work accomplished is none the less of tundamental importance,
representing as it does the first hypothesis of economic develop-
ment ever elaborated in detail, and containing attempts to dovetail
the various parts into one another. ,

Although actual practice has compelled alterations to be made
in various parts of the plan, the project has nevertheless given
us a survey of the possibilities and resources of our industry, has

R
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laid down its fundamental lines of development, ascertained the
possible technical difficulties and the best methods of overcoming
them, and has pointed out to our national economists and govern-
ment the general lines to be followed for the industrialisation of
the country. The growth of industrial production anticipated by
the plan within the five years from 1926 to 1930 opens. up the
prospect of a fresh period of building activity following imime-
diately upon the completion of the process of restoration. It is
assumed that by 1930 industrial production will have doubled in
comparison with 1925/26,

It is further assumed that heavy industry will develop twice
as rapidly as light industry.

The Tollowing increase are assumed for the various branches
of industry, in comparison with 1925/26.

Fuel industry 80%, mining 120%, metal industry 148%,
electro-technical industry 220%, chemical industry 151%, textile
industry 71%, foodstuffs industry. 83%, leather industry 132%.

The hypothesis for the five years assumes, as will be seen,
the beginning of the industrialisation of the country, the aim of
this industrialisation being the wide development ol industry on
the basis of the most advanced technics and highest possible pro-
dugctivity of labour.

The growth of industrialisation brings with it at the same
time, generally speaking, a strengthening of influence in inter-
national relations. Lenin told us that agrarian countries cannot be
politically independent. The = correctness of this assumption
becomes -apparent when we observe the growing = international
influence of the Union of Soviet Republics, increasing from year
to year in proportion to the industrial development of the country.
It was not until the Soviet trusts appeared in the world’s markets
as large buyers of raw materials and equipment that the West
began to believe in-the actual revival of the economy of the Union
of Soviet Republics.

Industry, still restricted for the most part to ifs pre-war
equipment, has at iast passed through the first necessary stage
of its development, and can now step forward on the road of
constructive Socialism — on the road to the industry of the

e
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emuneration of the Workers During the Transition Period.

By Karl Marx.

What we have to do with here is a Communist Society
which has .developed, not upon its own basis, but vice versa,
which is emerging out of capitalist society; which therefore,
in ‘every respect, economic, moral and intellectual, still displays
the birthmarks of the old society out of whose womb it is
emerging. In accordance with this the individual producer —
after deductions — receives back exactly what he gives it. That
which he has given it is his individual quantum of labour. For
example, the social working day consists of the sum of the
‘individual working ‘hours; the individual working time of the
producer is the portion of the social working day performed by
him, his part of it . .. .. '

Here thére obyiously prevails the samie principle that regu-
lates the exchdnge of commodities, so far as the exchange is
equal. The content and form are changed, because, under the
altered conditions, nobedy can give anything except his labour
and because, on, the other hand, nothing can becomte the property
of ‘individuals except individual means’ of . consumption. But as
regards. the, division of the latter among the various producers,
there prevails the same principle as that obtaining in the exchange
of commodities; of equal value: equal quantities of work in one
gorr”r’ﬁiwill be exchanged for equal quantities of work in another
orm.

The law of equality is, in principle, still the bour-
geois law, although principle and practice are no longer
divorced: from each other, while the exchange of equivalents in
the exchange of commodities only exists in the average and
ot for the individual case. ~ ~ = o

" “In, spite of this progress the law of equality is still
suffering from a bourgeois limitation. The right of the prodycers
is ‘proportionate to the amoint of labour they perform; equality
consists in that there exists an ¢qual standard of me a-
surement — labour. S ; ‘

One individual, however, is physically or mentally superior
to the other, and performs more work in the same time or can
work for a longer time; and labour, in order to serve as a

measure, must be determined according to the length or the inten-
sity, otherwise it ceases to, be a measure. This equal right is
unequal right for unequal labour. It recognises no class distinc-
tions, because everybody is only a worker like the others; but it
tacitly recognises the inequality - of individual giits and, there-
fore, of working' capacity as natural privileges. It is there-
fore, according to its content, a law of inequa-
lity, like all 1aw. Right, according to its nature, can only
exist in the .application of an equal measure; but the unequal
individuals (and they would mot be different individuals if they
were not unequal) can only be measured by the same scale, 'so far
as they are regarded form one standpoint and are ‘only tegarded
from one detinite side. For example, in the given case they
are regarded only as workers; all else is disregarded.

JFutther, one worker is' married, -the other not; one has - more

children than the other etc. Hiboth do the ‘same amount of work
and therefore receive an equal share in the social consumption
fund, the ome receives, in actual fact, more than the other, the
one-is richer than: the -othier etc. In order to' avoid all these
defects, Right instead of being equal must be unequal.

But these defects are unavoidablé in the first phase of the
Communist society, when, 'after’ prolonged birth pangs, it is

_just emerging out. of capitalist society. The right can mever be
_higher than the economic conditions and the cultural development

of:society determtined by them.: 35 g
. Jn a higher phase of communist society, after the: slavish
subjection of the individuals to-the division ‘of labour, and thereby
also the antagonism between mental and physical labour, has
disappeared; when labour has'become not only a means to- life
but has even become the first requirement of life; when, with the

all-round development of the individuals the productive forces have

grown and all the sources of co-operative wealth' are full to over-
flowing — only then will it be possible f0- go completely beyond

-the narrow horizon of bourgeois right, and society will be able
to write-on its banners: From each according to his abilities, to

each according to his needs!

(Gotha Programme.) Karl Marx.
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What is the Soviet Power doing for the Improvement
of Peasant Farming?

By P. Leshnyev-Finovsky.

In the Soviet Union there are approximately 22 million
peasant farms. Of these about 20 million are in the hands of
the middle and poorer peasantry. The Soviet power 1is, of
course, chiefly concerned with the promotion and development
of agriculture among the main masses of the peasantry — the
middle peasantry and those possessing very little land. The
most important measures which have been taken in this direction
are as follows: )

1. The increase of the area under cultivation, and the im-
provement of methods of tillage; 2 the improvement of cattle
breeding; 3. the development of technical® cultivation and the
increase of traffic in commodities among the peasantry; 4. the
development of the use of :mechanism for purposes of agri-
cultural production; 5. improved farming, and the introduction
of “agronomic methods in farming; finally; 6. the use of co-
operative ‘and collective methods among the farming peasantry.

After the civil war ended, the Soviet power devoted its
main attention to the quantitative development of the separate
branchés of agriculture. After five years of work, the Soviet
Republic can record comparatively great success. The area
under cultivation in 1921 was 56 million desjatines, .increasing
by 1926 to 86 million; the numiber of heavy horned cattle in-
creased during this period from 35 to 52 million head; the
number of horses from. 19 to 25 million. ,

At the present time the People’s Commissariat for Agri-
culture is concentrating its energies on the qualitative improve-
ment_of peasant farming.

- Here the Soviet Republic has again achieved definite success.
Let us take, for imstance, the introdufetion of fhe so-called mass
undertakings, that is, the ordinary agrarian fechnical measures
applied to the use of ‘the masses of peasant farmers; here the
following results are to be recorded:

" a) Within four years over 600,000 peasant farms, culti-
vating ‘an area of 3,5 million desjatines, have introduced the
rotation of crops; b) pasture land has been extended by
1,200,000 desjatines; ¢) 25 million desjatines of land have been
tilled; d) amelioration methods have been ‘applied to over
1 'million desjatines; e) more than ten million poods of sorted
seed have been distributed among the peasantry,  and about
6/. million ~poods of mineral dertilisers; 'f) approximately
60 milliont poods of. peasant grain have been sorted and cleaned;
g) methods of combatting agricultural parasites and diseases
have been employed on 25 million desjatines of land, saving
crops to the value of aver 1!/» milliard roubles.

The measures adopted greatly increased the yield of the
land and the profitableness of peasant farming. The following
fact may be adduced 'as an exampie: In- 1925 the grain crop
of the Soviet Republics -amounted to 4300 million poods, in
1926 to 4700 million poods, whilst the quantity of agricultural
goods produced increased from: 900, to. 1200 million poods.

~ Taken on the whole, our agriculture is dlosely, approaching
its pre-war level. Judged by the quantity produced, the yield
is approximately 93 per cent that of 1914. | '

At the present time the Soviet Power and the peasantry are
devoting increased attention to the re-orgamisation of agri-
culture on a new techmical basis, and to.extending the appli-
cafjon ol the .scientific results of agronomy. In connection with
this a huge task has been commenced in the work of ensuring
farms in North Caucasia and on the Volga- against the effects
of drought, in the introduction of a complete system of measures
for the. restoration and reorganisation of agriculture in the
Ceniral ;and Black Earth distriets and in the improvement of
the. oultivation of root crops apd of cattle breeding methods
in the West and North East. The work of reorganising agri-
culture in -Siberia and other regions of the Republic has also
been. commenced. The Soviet government has established a
triannual “fund for combatting drought” for the purpose of
carrying out measures for the reorganisation of peasant farming,
and in 1026 alone 77 million roubles were expended for the
needs of agriculture in the central and Black Earth districts.

The introduction. of machinery and tractors forms an extre-
mely important part of the reorganisation of agriculture. The
Soviet Republic has comparatively great success to record here.

Thus, for instance, machines and implements to the value of
175 million roubles were sold to agricultural undertakings in
1924, whilst in 1925 these were distributed to the value of
65 million roubles, and in 1926 to the value of 80 million roubles.
The tractor is mew to Russia, and was first introduced by the
Soviet Power. Before the revolution there were, in round
numbers, 1500 tractors on the territory of the one time Russian
Empire, these being exclusively in the possession of the large
landowners. 'The broad masses of the peasantry .had no idea

v what a tractor was.

After the revolution, from 1923. onwards, the Soviet Power
worked energetically at the introduction of the tractor. At the
present time there are already 22500 tractors in the Soviet
Union, 92 per cent of these being possessea by peasant asso-
ciations (co-operatives and collective). ‘ L

The Soviet power aids the middle and poorer peasantry not
only by means of various specially favourable conditions, but
by maferial assistance in the form of grants of agricultural
credit, These credits are chiefly granted te- the peasantry for
productive purposes: -a) for the purchase- of agricultural
machinery and tractors; b) for the purchase of draught animals;
c) for obtaining supplies of seed; d) for the purpose of im-
proving the land; e) for the orgamisation of technical under-
takings, working up of agrioultural products, etc, During the
course of the past four years the Soviet Union has been able,
despite its scanty exchequer, to expend the sum of 300 million
roubles on agricultural credits.

Besides these grants of credits from the general funds set
aside for agriculture, a separate fund for granting credits to
the poor peasantry, to the amount of 10 million roubles, has
been: formed. ‘ . i I,

. The Soviet Power is making great efforts to spread the co-
operative and collective idea among the peasantry. The prin-
ciple of the independent activity of the masses of the peasantry
is maintained thorughout the whole of the work of the Soviet
Power. C :

At the present time the total system of agricultural co-
operatives counts approximately 32,000, co-operatives of various
kinds, and about 22,000 collective = agrieultural undertakings
(agricultural communities, artels, and societjes for the cultivation
of the soil). Taken together with the collective undertakings,
the system of agricultural co-operatives includes aver six million
peasant farms, or 25 per cent of the whole of the agricultural
undertakings in the Soviet Union. Comrade Lenin pointed ouf
co-operation to the workers and peasants as the road to So-
cialism. The Soviet Power ,fulfilling the words of its leader,
accords_all possible aid to the cause of developing and improving
the agricultural co-operatives (granting of special advantages,
credits, etc.) o '

Since the revolution there has been a mighty impetus,
among the peasantry of. the Sowviet Union, towards the 'intro-
duction of agronmomic principles in agriculture. The peasants
show themselves anxious to avail themselves of éyery agrénomic,
technical, and other auxiliary. The leading farmers fjoin to-
gether in agricultural assoiciations, form agricultural Soviets,
and other public cultural organisations. In 1926 over 1500 agri-
cultural societies and 1700 "agricultural district Soyiets could
be counted in the territory of the R. S. F. S. R. alone; many
of these associations contained over 75 .per cent of the leading
peasants and peasant youth. S B :

Encouraged by this positive success, tlie Soviet power will
continue in its successful application of every possible measure
calculated to promiote the developmiérit of agriculture.

T 'Through the peasant revolution the” pfoletarian revolution
receives its chorus, without which its solo becomes a death song
in all peasant nations.: - Aron nete K
* (“The 18th Brumaire of Louis Bomapidrte,”) KarlMarx.
The setting up of a free, even if stunted peasant class, has
had the good resuit that it has placed the peasant in a position
in which — with fhe assistance of his natural allies, the workers
— he can help himself as scaon. as he only recoghises how.
(“The Mark”.) ' FriedrichEngels.
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Workers’ Co-operation in the U. S.S. R. on the Ninth
Anniversary of the October Revolution.

By K. Vitold.

Workers co-aperation in the U. S. S. R. is comprised in the
single system of consumers’ co-operatives headed by the
Centrosoyuz. There is a central section of workers’ co-operatives
attached to the Centrosoyuz the tasks of which include the
economic and organisational services of the workers’ co-
operatives, the building up of the system of consumers co-
operatives and representation of its interests and also  the
unification of the workers co-operatives for assuring proletarian
influence over the entire consumers’ system.

The existence of the workers’ co-operatives in a wunited
system of consumers’ co-operatives fully enables the workers
consumer to establish direct comtact between agricultural co-
operation which provides the products of agriculture, and the
workers’ co-operatives which consume these products. The
political significance of the wunified system of consumers co-
operation lies in the fact that the working class by realising
its hegemony, strengthens its contact with the peasantry, direc-
ting the co-operatives along the channel of Socialist construction,
and turning them into one of the most powerful weapons of
socialising natiomal economy. :

On January 1st, 1926 there were 1583 workers’ co-operatives
in the U. S. S. R. The workers’ co-operatives in the U. S. S. R.
is a big centralised organisation embracing either a big urban
centre or else separate factory districts. This structure of the
workers co-cperatives has the advantage of enabling them firstly
to cheapen their trading apparatus, reduce overhead charges,
and secondly; to concentrate the workers-co-operative resources.
The centralised structure of the workers’ co-operatives does not
reflect however, on the degree of contact of the co-operatives
with their shareholders. The workers’ co-operatives iin the
U. S. S. R. have many forms of contact with the shareholders
such as: shop commissions which are elected by the share-
holders, and serve the giver shop; sections of representatives
who take permanent part in some branch or other of co-
operative work: organisational, economic, communal feeding,
financial, etc. Before the meetings of representatives, district
meetings of shareholders are organised. In order to lincrease the
contact of the co-operatives with industry, and also in order
toi find out the collective opinion of the workers engaged in
similar conditions of labour and living, meetings according to
industrial enterprises are arranged. Large industrial enterprises
are made equal to a ferritorial district. Besides *shop com-
mittees and sections of representatives, there are also co-
operative organisers in each andertaking which serve as a
connecting link between the co-operative boards and the share-
holders working in a giiven enterprise. o

The number of shops belonging to the workers co-operatives
on April 1, 1926, was 15,738. The trading system of. workers
co-operatives showed a particularly extensive growth in 1924.
This is explained by the fact that by this time the process of
restoring national economy had been accelerated, mmany factories
had been set going again and the number of workers have in-
creased. In order to economise the workers’ time and to bring
their apparatus nearer to the living quarters of the industrial
workers, the workers’ co-operatives had to develop a large
number of trading enterprises. Whereas on October 1 ,1924, there
were 8234 shops, on April 1, 1926, as we have already pointed
out there were 15,738 shops, an increase of 89 mer cent in
one and a half years. =

The number of shareholders of the workers’ co-operatives
was 4,876,000 on April 1st 1926. Of this number 4,408,000 were
members, of trade unions. Of the trade union members living
in towns or workers settlements, 68% are co-operators. It
should be pointed out that in the heavy industrial districts there
is a much greater percentage of trade union members in co-
operatives than on the average throughout the Union. ,This
particularly domcerns the industrial unions of the miners, metal
workers, texfile workers and chemical workers.

The share capital of the workers’ co-operatives on April 1,
1626; was 22,130,000 roubles which is an average of 4 roubles,

75 copecks per shareholder. A share limit of five roubles is
established by the decree on wconsumers’ co-operatives. The
establishment of a relatively low limit of share contributions
was based on the necessity of guaranteeing the ‘poorer groups
ot toilers, the possibility of participating in the construction of
consumers’ cooperatives. At the present timie this share comtri-
buticn to the workers co-operatives has almost completely been
collected. As a considerable growth in the purchasing power
in the working class population has taken place of late, as
also a great increase in the trade turnover of the workers co-
operatives, the demands for resources has also grown and
the workers’ coroperatives are therefore bringing up the question
ol increasing the sharé contribution to fifteen roubles. At the
same time this increase for the poorer paid groups of workers
and employees will be made gradually and the possibility of
instalment payments granted.

The trading turnover of the workers co-operatives in
1024—25 was 1,417,000,000 roubles. In the first half year of
the economic year 1925—26, the turnover was 1,110,000,000
roubles. If we compare the first half year of 1925—26 with the
corresponding period of 1924—25 the iincrease in turnover is
67%. The turnover of the workers’ wco-operatives is growing
not only at the expense of the wage fund and production of the
country, but also by means of a gradual ousting of the po-
sition of private trade. At the present time the workers’ co-
operatives have already reached 52% of the consumers’ budget
of the wiorkers and employees.

It should be borne in mind that workers’ co-operatives in
the U. S. S. R. trade below market prices. The differences
between private market prices and co-operation is on the
average 11%. Consequently, the workers’ co-operatives, realising
52% of fhe consumers’.-budget of the worker increases the real
level of wages by approximately 5%. In the future the task of
the workers’ co-operatives “will be to increase work with the
products of agriculture. For this purpose the workers’ co-
opetatives are now getting more closely bound up with the
sales system of the agricultural .co-operatives. This will make
it possible to establish the shortest possible channels for moving
agriciltural products from the producer to the comsumer. In
regard to the goods of industry, their main channel to- the
working ‘masses is already the workers co-operative. In a whole
number of districts state retail trade has been entirely handed
over to the workers co-operatives. This has become particularly
possible now, thanks to the marked fimancial strengthening of
the workers co-operatives that has taken place of late.

Despite the low retail prices as compared with the private
market, the workers’ co-operatives are working fairly well. This
is seen by the tempo of accumulation of capital. On October 1,
1924, the capfital of the workers’ co-operative amounted to
15,151,000 roubles; on September 1st, 1925, it was 69,493,000
roubles; on April 1st, 1926, according to preliminary calcula-
tions the capital of the workers’ co-operatives was 150,000,000
roubles. We see that the process of the restoration and growth
of the national economy:in the U. S. S. R. has also affected
workers co-operation to an- extensive degree. The economic
activity” of the workers co-operatives has been placed on an
adequately strong financial basis.

The accumulation of capital in the woorkers’ ‘co-operatives
during the present year has gone on very intensively, thanks, on
the one hand, to the big growth in turnover, and on the other
hand to the considerable reduction of trading-organisational
expenses. In the .economic year 1924—25, organisationdl expen-
diture of the workers’ co-operatives comprised 11,7% of the
turnover and in the first half year of 1925—26 they were redticed
to 9,0%. Besides the increaséd turnover, the regime of economy,
conducted by the workers co-operatives along with the entire
economic system has done a great deal to help to cut expenses.

The industrial activity of the workers’ co-operativés is
concentrated pre-eminently-in the food industry: bakeries, con-
fectionary and sausage production, and public restaurants.
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Insofar as the heavy industry of the U. S. S. R. is nationalised,
the workers’ co-operatives have no need to develop the pro-
duction of commodities in large dimensions. Therefore the
activity of the workers co-operatives in the field of production
is in the main restricted to the manufacture of local raw material
and food products, needed for local consumption. In the sphere
of bakeries the workers’ co-operatives have already a dominating
position at the present time. The consumers’ co-operatives has
about 3,000 enterprises for baking bread and confectionary
products. .

The workers’ co-operatives receive goods direct from the
state industry. The development of the independent industry
would lead to an expedient utilisation of the resources of the
workers’ co-operatives. This is all the more so as those goods
which are needed for supplying the worker-consumer are en-
sured to the workers co-operatives by wconcluding general
agreements with the State industry for more or less continuous
periods. It is therefore quite comprehensible that the activity
of the workers co-operatives is concentrated mainly in the sphere
of socialisation of the processes of commodity relations and
serving the living needs of the consumers.

Public feeding has been organised by the workers’ co-
operatives in such a way as to serve the workers during their
work. Most of the dining rooms of the workers’ co-operatives
are situated in the vicinity of the factory and very often actually
on the faetory territory. Thanks to this the worker is able to
utilise the dinner hour which they are “entitled to, for obtaining
hot food without wasting much time.

. The cultural role of the weorkers’ co-operatives in the
U. S. S..R. is tremendous. In exactly the same way as productive
conferences in the enterprises draw workers into the work of
studying productive processes, and of administrating them, so
wiorkers co-operatives give the workers the possibility of studying
goods exchange and administrating them. ‘

The wiorkers’ co-operatives have undertaken extensive work
in co-operative education. In all clubs there are co-operative
circles, cormers, and groups -of correspondents. Many co-
operatives also publish co-operative papers, sometimes in the
form of wall-newspapers.. Workers’ co-operatives carry on work
in training skilled co-cperative workers from among workers
at the bench. Particular attention is paid to the attraction of
wolmen co-operative sections attached to the delegate meetings
of women workers. Moreover, the institution of direct women
co-operative practitioners lis also applied.

In summing up we may assert that workers’ co-operatives
in the U. S. S. R. have succeeded in becoming a big factor in
the struggle against private trading capital and in favour of
socialising national economy. They have succeeded in reaching
the overwhelming section of the population organised in the
trade umions an drawing the working masses into the sphere
of regulating the processes of trade exchange. Now they must
extend their work, moving on turther in their offensive against
private trading capital and in every way meefing the living needs
of the worker consumer.

The Position of Handicraft Workers and Artisans in
the U. S. S. R.

By N. Klaturin.

The handicraft and artisan industry is of very great impor-
tance in the national economy of the U."S. S. R. On the one hand
it gives wages to a considerable number of handicraft workers
and artisans, while on the other hand it throws onto the market
masses of goods destined for the wide consumption of the urban,
and in the main, the peasant population.

According to statistics for 1923—24 there are 2,500,000
workers engaged in town and village handicraft industry, i. e.
nearly two-thirds of all persons engaged in industry, while the
production of the handicrafts industry amounts to 3,000 million
roubles, i. e. nearly 41% of the entire’ industrial production.

Peasant handicraft is the main factor in handicraft industry;
it has 80% of all the workers engaged in the industry, and
produces 70% of its output. _

In pre-war days the handicraft worker and artisan remained
unorganised. The Czarist government did not give them the
possibility of unitifig into cooperative organisations, and private
capital dominated in the handicraft industry through the “buyer”
(skuptschik) who exploited the handicraft workers. At present
the situation has radically changed, the organising force in the
handicraft industry is the handicraft co-operative, uniting the
handicraft workers, and drawing them into the system of planned
Socialist construction. ‘

The handicraft co-operatives as a mass movement. were
inaugurated and developed under the Soviet regime, thanks to
the policy of assistance which the Communist Party and the

Soviet authorities displayed and continues to do so, in respect to

the handicrait industry and handicraft co-operation.

Handicraft co-operation has been entrusted with the task of
organising petty industry; in this sphere it has been granted
vdrious' kinds of privileges (tax reductions, etc.) and also state
organs are requested to Tender the mecessary assistance to han-
dicraft co-operatives in the way of supplying raw material, semi-
manufactures and also in respect to crediting operations.

Of particular importance is the decision of the XIV. Party
Conlerence on the question of the handicraft co-operatives, estab-
lishing the main line of policy of state aid to the handicraft
co-operatives. In connection with this policy of the Party and
State, a rapid development of handicraft co-operation is to be

observed during the last few years; for the whole of the
U. 8. 8. R. the following figures show the position of handicraft
co-operation and the handicraft workers embraced by it:

Year No. of Unions Primary Coops. Members.
X 1924 254 11,000 400,000
1/X 1925 267 12,000 500,000
1/IV 1926 275 13,000 569,000

Throughout the R. S. F. S. R. the handicraft co-operatives are
headed by the All-Russian centre of industrial co-operatives
which embraces 137 unions with 4,000 co-operatives and 225,000
handicraft. workers.

Through the All-Russian handicraft co-operative union and
its coops there takes place a planned supply of the members- of
the “handicraft coops with raw material -and semi-fabrios, and
also realisation of their products, the larger part of the latter
being sent to state organs and co-operative organisations.

It is necessary to point out that of late there has been a
development in the highest form in the handicraft co-operative
movement — social workshops in which production is conducted
on the basis of artels. : :

At present there are 500 such artel workshops in the handi-
craft co-operative system. Many of them are organised in enter-
prises leased from Siate industry and have the character of large
factory enterprises with a large number of workers and: the
application of technical perfections (mechanisation, electrification).

The handicraft industry plays a very important role in agri-
culture; it gives wages to the surplus labour power on the farms.
Income from handicraft industries comprise a considerable section
of the peasants’ budget. In a number of districts the very deve-
lopment and improvement of agriculture is mainly possible with
the aid of the income from handicraft trades. ' ‘

Certain handicraft industry organisations are models of high
accomplishmient in the way of the organisation of the handicraft
industry itsell and its connections with iculture. The Boro-
vitch-Baldaisky society unites nearly 4,500, handicraft' workers on
the basis of a textile-knitting enterprise "and has now underﬁakqn
the electrification of the whole district, the electric energy is
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utilised for the industry itself, for lighting and for the work in
various kinds of agricultural enterprises (saw-mills, flour mills,
etc.).. The society conducts extensive agricultural work in the
distriet, . introduces improved tilling ‘methods, improves cattle
rearing, the main basis for this work being Soviet estates and
agricultural schools run by this society. ’

The. development of the agricultural activity of handicraft
co-operation headed by the All-Russian weo~operative handicraft
Union, is characterised. by the following figures (sales):

1/1 1924 — 1/X 1924
X —1924 —1/X 1925 . . 2176  , ”
1/X—1925 —1/IV- 1926 . . 2591 . »

Thus an increased growth in the operations of the handicraft
co-operative system. is-to be observed; but at the same time the
figures given for the time being comprise only a relatively small
section of the total output of the handicraft industry (15—20%).
This is above all explained by the extreme youth of the handicrait
co-operatives and- the lack of means at their disposition.

Besides economic ‘work the handicraft co-operatives are com-
mencing the wide development of cultural-educational work.

.~ 96,9 million roubles.

The handicraft coop union publishes a monthly journal “The
Handicraft Co-operative Herald” which is desfined for the active
workers of the handicraft co-operators; jointly with the “Kresty-
anskaya Gazetta” (The Peasant Gazette) there is published’a
weekly paper “Kustar i Artel” (Handicraft and Artel) for the
wide masses of handicraft workers whether in the co-operatives
or not; a whole number of pamphlets and books are published
on questions of the technique and economics of the handicraft
industry and co-operation.

Besides this, the All-Russian Co-operative Handicraft Union
also_undertakes the general guidance of. the cultural-educational
work of the system: struggle against illiteracy, organisation of
clubs, and village libraries for handicraft workers, arrangement
of courses, lectures, bringing of the youth and women into the
co-operatives, etc.

Thus the handicraft coroperative by conducting their organi-
sational and economic work amongst the handicraft workers and
artisans, make them participators in the new construction which
is now going on in the U. S. S, R, and together with the
working class brings them nearer to the realisation of the great
aim indicated by V. L. Lenin — Socialism. ST

The Position of Intellectuals in the U. S. S.' R.

By N. Semashko,

The intellectuals in the U.S.S.R. did not at once come
over to,the side of the Soviet regime afier the Ootober Revo-
lution. Those ‘groups of intellectuals whose work was more clo-
sely bound up with the working and peasant masses, specially
the willage intelligentsia, adhered sooner to the new order; those
groups however, who stood mearer to the old Tsarist regime
or the order éstablished by the bourgeois provisional govern-
ment, resisted the Soviet regime during almost a whole yeer,
either actively (by means of boycot and sabotage), or passively
(striking on the job). The particularly irreconcilable section of
the intellectuals — the active workers of the anti-Soviet parties
~= enfigrated abroad.. -

It can now be quite definitely asserted that not a single in-
tellectual profession has remained, the workers of which have
not -recognised the Soviet regime, exceptions being ' extremely
rare. Not a single congress of professional workers takes place
{teachers, doctors, engineers, agronomists,” etc.) at which there
are not resolutions in which the participants express their readi-
ness to.devote all their strength and knowledge to the cause
of .the: new- socialist construction. P

The difficult vears experiericed by our country during the
period of war, blockade and famine was naturally’reflected in the
position of the - intellectuals, During those times the life of the
rural intelligenitsia was relatively easier, “as the village workers
(doctors, teachers, agronomtists) Atere mearer to the food-stocks
thant the' tdwn workeps. Therefore ift those days the task of the
Soviet regime was to give main siippoit to the town workers
andspecially’ the miost "highly qualified scientific  forces. In the
towns special rations aieré instituted, a littte moré nutritive
than those -of the ordinary ‘population,’ for“doctors, engingers and
technicians and for those serving in Soviet ‘institutions.” But par-
ticular care was ‘taken to improve the position of scientific
workers. . IR o P

I 1921, on the initiative of V. L. Lenin, a commission 'was
formed for improving the life of scientists, The members of this
conmifission were ‘M. (Gorky, Khalakov (Food Comimissariat),
Semashko - (Commissar’ for: Health), Pokrovsky: (Education Com-
missariat) and the late Prol; Karpov .(Supreme Ecomomic Coun-
cil).- At the time of dformation the tasks of this commission in-
cluded: - alleviating the matenial position of scientists (supply of
clothing, footwear, and also increased ratioms, fairly high for
those days) as well as improving the living conditions of the
scientists (defence of their howsing rights, reductions and pri-
vileges in accomodation, supply ,of arficles for scientific work,
efc.);; Besides this the Central Comnmission for improving the
iife of scientists gave every scientist a supplementary monetary
grant. in addition to- his. salary; the dimensions. of’th:ls mone-
tary grant depended upon the qualifications of the scientists.

. It is generally recognised that this Commission rendered
invaluable services to the scientists during those difficult. years.
It will remain a historic fact that the workers’ and peasants’
regime, at a moment when the population was starving, dis-
played exceptional solicitude -in respect to the scientists; the
workers and peasants, though themselves starving paid special
attention to the material and spiritual needs of scientific workers.
When the civil war came to an end and the economic and
cultural life of the country began to revive, the Central Com-
mission for improving the position of scientists was not dis-
solved. It still funetions to this very day, having changed of
course the methods of its work in accordance with the changed
conditions. : e Ih
The direct supply of food and clothing naturally stopped;
but activity in serving the material and mental needs of the
scientists was brought to the forefront.
- For this purpose the Commission had above all to com-
mence investigating the existing scientific forces in the U.S.S.R.
A special qualification commission -was formed from: amongst
the most prominent specialists in various branches of learning,
which examined the personal qualifications of every sciehtific
worker and distributed them according to categories; first two
categories — scientific beginners; third category — professors
and teachers of the usual kind; fourth category — scientific

. specialists and teachers who have already formed their own

school and become prominent by their scientific work; .and
finally, the fifth category — scientists having world fame, The
Central Commission has performed tremendous services in that
it hds made known and established an. acourate list of the quali-
fications of all scientific forces. of, which the U.S.S..R. disposes.
In accordance with the qualification, scientists: continued . to
receive supplementary mometary grants. The Commission also
grants relief for illnesses, accidents, etc.. both to the scientists
themselves and to the members of their families. .

The Commission has got a numbet:of laws passed tendifg
to improve the position 'of scientists in respect to accomodation
(right to supplementary floor space; reductions in rent; prohi-
bition of evictions, etc.). The Commission has a free legal con-
sultatfon for scientists. N SR IEA, T

The Central Commission has paid special attention to-the
position of invalid and aged ‘scientists. For invalids, beside
the usual institutions, special . rest homes have been organised
near Moscow, Leningrad and in. certain other places and, also
sanatoria in the Crimea (fhe former Gaspra) and, in the-Cau-
casus. A total number.of 5,000 scientists undergo cures every
year in the rest homes and sanatoria of the Commission. Two
hostels have ben instituted for aged scientists — one in Moscow
and the other in Leningrad: '
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For scientists arriving in Moscow on scientific missions,
. a special hostel has  been organised where they may get com-
plete board for. a modest price. 5 .

Of extreme interest are the “Scientists’ Houses” in Moscow,
Leningrad, Kharkoff and many other university towns, In these
Honses clubs aré organised and there .are extensive libraries and
reading’ roomis,- At the yearly mreetings:reports are given on
various scientific themes, and coricerts, readihgs of compositions,
evenings, ‘etc., givén. These Scientists’ : Houses are centres where
the -seientific workers of various’ specialities come into contact
with; those of .other professions’ and thus diminish the
one-sidedness ‘of their own speciality. These . Scientists’ Houses
conduct extensive cultural-educational work amongst the toiling
population:, the scientists give lectures in workers’ clubs, and
broadcast lectures by radio, etc, = L .

Thus up to the present the Soviet regime is continuing to
display special care towards the scientific workers in the
U.S.S.R.; alleviating their material and spiritual position.

Along with the economic and’cultural revival of the country
an improvement in the position of the inteflectuals is also tc be
noticed. Wages in -all’ professions without exception are rising.
There is a rapid growth in the cuttural demands of the population
and consequently also in the demand for intellectual labour.
There are very ftew countries anywhere else in the world where
scientific- work has proceeded so'intensively iin all fields as in
the U.S.S8.R.. @R

During the last few years the Soviét regime has been paying
special attention to-rural workers. Their position both in a
cultural and material' respect,  is of" course worse than that
of the towns. The economic atid cultural revival of the country-
side ‘has’ demanded that particular attertion be paid to the rural
intelligentsia.” A’ number of measures have been tfaken in this
direction. = o ‘

-+ First-of all the salaries of village doctors;, agronomists and

teachers have been raised. Further, in order to keep thesz sala-
ries from dropping below a certain minimum, a system of State
subsidies to the local budget has been established, i. e. the State
has participated in the expenditure on salaries for these Wor-
kers on condition that the remaining part was paid by the local
budget, not below a minimum established by the State.

Material conditions of service are. assured by special de-
crees (supply of accommodation with lighting and heating, {ra-
velling expenses); privileges are given for the children of these
workers (lor entering schools and ‘higher scholastic institutions),
while periodical rises are given for long service; there is also
periodical granting: of leave for these intellectual workers to
perfect their knowledge; finally social insurance in case of loss
of labour capacity, etc.

Thanks to these measures the villages are afforded greater
possibilities of obtaining the development of intellectual forces
they need. )

The Soviet intellectuals are growing up in closer and closer
unity with the toiling masses of the U.S.S.R. This process
of unity is proceeding ali the more rapidly as new cadres of
intellectuals are coming from the ranks of the workers and pea-
sants themselves. The workers and peasasits of the U.S.S.R.
are flooding more and more not only into the schools but also
into the higher colleges. Of course the conditions of life and
work of the Sowiet intelligentsia are' still far from being ideal.
But they know that the improvement of these conditions depends
upon the successes of further construction. Therefore they have
bound up their cause with that of the workers and peasants of
the U.S.S.R. The Soviet intellectuals are becoming more and
more flesh of the flesh and blood of the bleod of th: workers
and peasants.

In the U.S.S.R. the great dream of Lassalle of the unmifi-
cation of science and labour is being realised.

~ The Code of Labour Law.

HOW and-‘i‘;_h;ough Whom"afr'e ,tﬁe Rights of the Workers and Employes Protected in the \,S'o.viet Union ?

: Tt is the ‘purpose of the "pr:é»j’sent article to deal with the
pringciples. for. the .protection of 1dbour among the workers and
employees in . Sfate and private undertakings. = :

. Two descriptions of organisations are concefned in the
protection of ‘the rights of the workers: @ = - :

1. The organisations formed by the workers themselves —
their trade umions and their bread mass: organisations, the fac-
tory councils. . = .. N

2. The  State organisations — the’ lpeop]g’s Comimiissariat
for Labowir, social insuvance, and organisations for social
welfare. ' ‘ :

The code of labour law mow in force was drawn up by
the People’s Commissariat for -Labour: in conjunction with the
Central - Council - of the Trade: Unions of the Sowviet Umnion
(W.L.S.P.8) in 1922; and was-:accepted, after comprehensive
debates -in the -separate districts, by the Central Executive Com-
nuittee of the Union. . SR L PO

The “laboyr law” of .the. Soviet Unijon is thus the  first
code of Japour law. -in the world issued by warkers and pea-
sants..who. have comte into. power. .

 The code is :'-i_n,e?vqr)f’*res‘pect under ‘ the - protection of the

State; thé “carrying‘out of ‘the labour laws is supetintended by

a labdur “inspection comiijttee' elected  at the: congresses and

conferences of the Trade Unions®). v

“The whole of the State orgams are:in' duty bound to
. turther the objects oii the Trade Union' (Industrial) federa-
tions 'and their associéted bodies, and to place at their dis-
posal completely furnished premises for the establishment
of ‘dabour palaces’, - ‘Trade Union. Buildings’, etc., and to

—————

) The Trade Unions include only the "@mkexs and em-
ployees employed in the State and private undertakings,

accord them advantageoirs terms for the use of the post
office, telegraph, telephone, railways, waterways; etc.”
(Article 155 of the code.), . ) :

1. The Trade Unions. and. the Protection  of Labouf.

The Trade Unions of the Soviet Union are based on the
principle of voluntary membership. The financial resources of
the Trade Unions are derived from the entry fees and from
the monthly deduction to the -amount of 2%. From this re-
serves are formed for the requirements of .the Trade Unions:
1. Unemployment benefit, 2. Medical aid, and 3. Cultural and
political work, efc. - .. .

The most subordinate Trade Union body te which: the wor-
ker appeals in the works or. factory, .in the institution, or in the
economic undertaking, is the factory counecil, represented in
some cases by the shop stewards, in others by the delegate, the
I'rade Union functionary. The factory council is a count of
appeal maintaining the closest connection with the masses of
the workers; and as such it holds a uniquely importaif posi-
tion, not only in labour. queéstions themselves, but in the sphere
of the social conditions of the workers.: The factory councils
are elected by tlie” general 'meetings of ‘the workers and em-
ployees, for a term of 6 months, and no differénce whatever is
made between workers or employees organised in Trade Unions
and those not thus organised. ,

The members elected to the factory council are released
from all werk except the work of the factory council, "their
wages are ‘paid as: Before, and their professional qualification
remains the same during the whole period -of their membership
of ‘the factory council. (Art. 160.) T

The works or factory undertakes to furnish the means for
maintaining the factory council, and to: put the necessary pre-
mises at its disposal. »

The factory councils are responsible to the gengral mee-
tings for their activities. Tn large works and institutions (em-
ploying no less than 200 workers) delegates are elected (1. fo
every 10 workers) for the purposé of maintaining close connec-
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tion betwsen the factory councils and the workers. These dele-
gates are elected for the term of 6 months. 1t is the duty of
these delegates to keep the workers informed regarding the
decisions of the factory councils and the general meetings, and
on the other hand to bring forward the wishes and trends of
feeling among the workers. The delegates have to call a mee-
ting twice monthly. The decisions of the delegates’ meetings are
binding or the factory councils.

Every factory council devotes its main attention to ques-
tions dealing with the protection cf the ecomomic imterests of
the workers and emiployees. At the same time it is incumbent
upon the factory council to support the workers’ and peasants’
State in every respect, by means of inducing the workers to
aid in the improvement of industry and in the building up of
socialist econmomics. It must be emphasised that the proletariat,
in realising its hegemony, pursues interests of its own, opposed
to those of the other strata of the population. Thus, for in-
stance, the Trade Unions participate in the campaigns for the
increased productivity of labour and for the economy regime,
in order that prices of goods may fall, in the interests of the
peasant constumers. ’

The Tasks of the Factory Councils.

The following are the tasks of the factory councils:

1. The protection of the interests of the workers (work-
men, -employees, and specialists).

2. The raising of the cultural level of the workers (foun-
ding of clubs, training for responsible economic and Trade
Union work, etc.).

3. The control of production in the interests of the prole-
tarian State (production comferences, campaigns for the in-
creased productivity of labour, for the ecomomy regime, etc.).
Exactly the same purpose is served by the commissions of
professional qualification Dbeing fonmed, subordinate to the
Trade Unions. dor the improvement of the qualifications of the
workers and for the training of specialists, - = -~ .+ ¢

The whole of the activities of the factory councils are clo-
sely connected with the code of labour law.

Article 1 of the code states:

«The provisions of the code of labour law apply to all
wage workers, and are binding on all works and factories.
institutions, and economic undertakings (state and military
undertakings, public and private undertakings, and under-
takings employing homeworkers), and on all persons em-
ploying wage workers for remuneration.” {(Chap. I, § 1.)

Thus the sphere of validity of the code extends equally
to the work carried on in the factories and works, to the work
done in offices and institutions, fto domestic servants, and to
agricultural labour, whether performed in a Soviet undertaking
or for a private employer. g

The worker is engaged on the basis of working and collec-
tive agreemnets determining the nature of his work and the
amourt of his wages. :

“The work contract is an agreement between two or
more persons, in ‘which one party places its labour power at
the disposal of the' other in return for remuneration.”
(Arficle 27.)° C :
The ‘collective agreement is concluded on the one hand by

the factory of each undertaking in its capacity as representative
of the workers and, employees, and by the worker on the other,
after every single point of the agreement has been previously
discussed ‘and accepled by the gemeral workers’ and employees’
meeting. R L.

The agreements determine cerfain conditions of work, and
these. cannot be altered by. either party alone. The following con-
dition is, however, imposed: ‘

" “Stipulations’ of an agreement, should these involve a
worsening of working-conditions as..compared with the con-
ditions based on the code of labour law and other' legally
valid enactments, are invalid.” (Articles 19 and 28 of the

" code of labour law.)

From this it may be seen that the code declares all agre-
ements to be invalid ‘which run counter to'the labour laws, and
which worseil working conditions in comparison with the con-
ditions laid down by these laws. i

II. The State Organisations and the Mixed Commissions.

a) The Standardisation and Conilict Commission.

All agreements made are carried out by the parties to the.
agreement through the agency of the Standardisation and Cenflict
Commissions (N. K. K.), compased of an equal number of repre-
sentatives of both parties. Each of the parties choses one repre-
sentative and one secretary -each, who have to carry out their
duties alternately at the meetings of the N. K. K. Should at any
meeting the representative be a representative of the management,
a worker member of the N. K. K. is to be appointed as secretary..

The part played by the N. K. K. in the ‘works, or factory is
very great, and the N. K. K. is authorised to decide in a very
wide circle of.matters. B i :

The code of labour law'imposes on the N. K. K. not only.
the duty of carrying out the collective agreements, but also the
following obligations: : )

I. The examination and confirmation of the division of work
and duties according to tariff. tables.

I1. The confirmation of the standard outputs.

IlI. The determination of the forms of test and expert
awards. R : ‘ :

IV. The determination of the terms of holidays.

V. To deal with disagreements and: conilicts” arising from a
violation of the labour law or of the collective agreements.

It sometimes occurs that varying. interpretations of this or
that paragraph of an agreement lead to, conilicts; it is incumbent
upon the N. K. K. fo make a_careful inquiry into the cause ot
the dispute and to decide whether. the worker or the employer
is in the right. In order fo prevent any possibility of abuse
of power on the part of the management, this commission is also
entrusted with the important question of the dismissal of workers
and employees. The code of labour law precisely specifies the
cases in which a workman can be discharged (Art. 47), and the
question of dismissal must ke dealt with by the N. K. K., thus
guaranteging for the workman under threat of discharge the
most unprejudiced ‘decision. °

Should a workman damage machinery or cause material loss
as a result of carelessness or failure to observe regulations, the
employer has a legal right to deduct the damage from the
worker’s wages, but the deduction must not exceed one third of
his monthly tariff wage. The decision as to whether and to what
amount deductions are to be miade, and whether the damage is
to be partially or completely repaid, rests entirely with the
N. K. K. (Art. 83.) < . ,

All complaints made by workers.or employees are to be
submitted to the N. K. K. by the factory council or its delegates.
The sessions of the commissions are public, and the decisions
are determined by a majority vote. : L :

Should any case be found impossible of decision by the
Standardisation and Conflict Commission, it is submitted to the
arbitration chambers, to the boands of arbitration, and further
to the Session of the People’s Court for ldbour questions.

.b) The Arbitration Chambers.

The arbitration chambers are organs.of the people’s Com.-
missariat for Labour. They are set up specially jor. each case,
and have no permanent existence. After a case has been settled,
the arbitration chamber is dissolved; and ceases to -exist :as such:
The chamber is composed of a chairman, to' be selected by the
People’s Commissariat for Labour from the ranks of its respon-
sible members, and of representatives ‘of the’ conflicting ‘parties.
The chairman has no vote, his sole duty being to conduct the
session, and to promote in every respect the pronouncement of
an award. The representatives of the conilicting parties. alone
possess. «decisive votes, The arbitration chambers deal solely with
cases  which have already been. submitted fo the N. K. K.
(Art. 171), but could not be settled by this body; an additional
condition here imposed is hat the trade union takes part as
representative of the workers. % o

Agreerents arrived at by the conilicting parties are binding,
and are carried out. by - the . conilicting parties’ themselves
(Art. 174). - = ' el sl :

h " ¢) The Boards of Arbitration.
The boards of arbitration, like the arbitration chambers, are

not permanent courts of appeal. The chairman is chosen by the
agreement of the’ conilicting parties, and possesses no vote; he



No. 66

International “Press -Correspoudence

137

has however the right of decision in cases where the disputing
parties fail to come to an agreement. The ‘separate cases can be
passed on to the board of arbitration on the desire of the con-
Hicting parties. An. exception to this is formed by the cases
known as “compulsory awards” for State institutions, that is,
cases ‘in which on the demand of the Trade Unions, the board
of arbitration for the settlement of the disputes is appointed by
the organs of the people’s Commissariat for Labour; in such
cases the State institutions and undertakings are not entitled to
declinie to participate in the board of arbitration. Should the con-
flicting parties not be able to agree on the choice of the chairman
of the board, the authorities of the people’s Commiissariat for
Labour are lawfully entitled to appoint a chairman according to
their judgement.

. d) The Labour Sessions.

Labour contflicts involve certain specific peculiarities. One
of the first of these peculiarities is the profound difference in the
position of the confiicting parties, the employer being economi-
cally stronger than the worker. The settlement of such disputes
demands an exireme degree of careful attention on the part of
the court, and it demands from the judge a high degree of
ability to deal with workers; he must be familiar with the social
conditions of the worker,-and must be able to enlighten the
worker as to his duties and rights: For this purpose the people’s
Courts are supported by sessions for labour quetions, and both
penal and civil questions are submitted to these. The sessions
are composed of répresentatives of the economic organs on the
one hand and- of 'representatives of the Trade. Unions on the
other. : :
The labour sessions composed of these coliaborating ele-
ments accomplish an enormous amount of work, and have gained
a high degree of popularity among the workers. = -

“The code of law places on the employer the entire penal
responsibility for violations of the labour law. Wage workers,
on the other hand are not penally responsible, or only in cases
where they act as representatives of the employer; in this case
they may be held penally responsible. :

Should a works inspector, for instance, find that overtime
has been worked in a factory withouf his knowledge or per-
mission, he cannot make the workers penally responsible for
this, but only the employer or managemert. ‘ ‘

III. Juvenile Work.

“In all questions concerning their work contract, juveniles
possess the same rights as workers who have attained their
majority. (Act. 31.)

Working hours are restricted to four hours for juveniles from
14 to 16 years of age, to six hours for juveniles from 16 to 18.
The standard output is correspondingly reduced; the juveniles
output is fixed at three quarters that of the adult worker. Juveniles
are not permitted to ‘do any njght work or overtime whatever,
and there are a number of branches of production in which
juvenile labour, is completely prohibited. The official lists give
139 of such trades. 5

Care is taken on the one hand that the developing organism
of the juvenile worker does not suffer from excessive work,
whilst on the other hand a staff of qualified workers is being
trained. For this latter object there exist:

1. The: “apprentice service”, that " is,
ensuring individual training in the factories, works, and other
institutions, uuder the leadership of qualified masters and
workers, and 2. the schooling of the youthful workers in the
factory and workshop schools and in the Trade Union technical
classes. (In the R. S"F. S. R., Republics- alone, without Ukraine
and the other republics, there are 583 trade Union technical
schools and courses of instruction.) The apprenticeship training
d0es ‘not last longer than four years. Not more than one appren-
tice is allowed to every two workers. b
" Juveéniles are legally compelled to undergo medical examina-
tion dt least once a year. :
* Besides the holidays customary for all workers, the juvenile
workers have an additional fortnight’s holiday, if possible in
summer.

IV. Female Lébour.

A number of special regulations have been issued for the
protection’ of women and their work. o

the organisations

The code prohibits the employment of women in under:
ground work, the carrying of heavy loads, and, with a few
éxceptions, night work. In 1921 (introduction of the Nep) the
ncessity of reducing unemployment among women caused
women to be employed at night time or underground in some
industries*).

Night work and overtime are prohibited, without exception,
for expectant and nursing mothers. Such women alse enjoy
various other advantages during pregnancy and after the birth
of the child. From the fifth month of pregnancy onwards women
may not, without their agreement, be employed ouiside of one
definite place (§ 133). The law provides that nursing mothers
have not only the customary intervals of rest during work, but
are permitted an ‘additional half hour interval at least every
31/, hours, so that they may nourish their children (this means’
at least 3 intervals, including the dinner hour, in the course
of a working day). intervals are reckoned as part of the
working time, and are paid for as such (§ 134).

Expectant mothets are given' special leave in addition to their
regular holidays. Women performing physical work have exira
leave eight weeks before their confinement and eight weeks after,
four months leave altogether; mental workers receive six weeks
leave befor and six weeks after confinement, or three full months.
During this period of leave the women receive their full wages
from the sick club, and a lump sum for the newborn child, a
sum amouniing to half the average working wage. During the
first nine months of the child’s lile the mother receives nursing
allowance to the amount of one eighth of the working wage. As
a general rule it is impermissible to discharge pregnant women.
Dismissal is only permissible when its necessity is proved to be
absolutely unaveoidable. (Thus for instance in cases of proved
offences against the penal law, or of closing down of the whole
undertaking; if the undertaking is only partially closed, the
expectant mother is given, with her agreement, other work in
the same undertaking). .

Women employees and workers dependent solely on them-
selves, or with childfen under 14 years of age to support, are
exempt from taxation. .

On 8. March, on the occasion of the Internaional Women’s
Day, the working women in all factories and instituitons may
leave work two hours earlier than the usual closing time '

V. Wages.

The wages of the workers are fixed by the collective agre-
ements, or by individual work contracts (§ '58), that is, by
agreement. The code of 'laws, whilst giving the contracting
parties the possibility of making an agreemernt as to the amount
of the wages, provides that “the amount of the working wage
must’ not be lower than the obligatory wage level prescribed
by the competent State organs for the corresponding categories
of work and for a certain given time” (§ 59). . :

A tariff has been drawn up, dividing the workers into s2-
venteen gategories in accordance with their qualifications and
the nature of their work. The wages laid down by the agree-

-ment are to be paid out at least fortnightly, whilst payment

for single or temporary. pieces of work has to te made im-
mediately after the work is finished, ’
Should the worker have to perform work of various quali-
fications, the wage paid him is in accordance with that fixed
by the tariff for the most highly gualified grade of his work.

VL. Protection of Health.

The workers and employees receive their full working
wages during their regular holidays. After 5'/» months of work,
every worker has a claim to a fortnight’s holiday. In case of
illness the worker receives a longer term of leave (two months
and more), apart from his regular holiday. The sick benefit is
paid from:the health insurance fund, to the amiount of the re-
gular working wages. The law enacts that the places of wor-
kers or, employees absent from work through Sichness are kept
open for them for at least two months (§§ 47 and 132). Trade
Umion members requiring special treatment, baths, mineral wa-
ters, efc., are enabled to visit sanatoria or health resorts, either
free of charge or at reduced fees by meafs of the Trade Unions.

*) On the proposal of the: Trade Unions and of the
Department of the C P. of the Soviet Union dealing with work
among worer. o :
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Workers and employees requiring rest and recuperation are
also enabled, by the intermediation of the Trade Unions, fo
spend their holidays in convalescent homs by the sea, or in
the so-called “floating convalescent homes”, that is, 1 steamiers
making trips on the Volga and -other large rivers.

The labour protection legislation of the Sowiet Union has
as its main obiect the protection of the health and the persona-
lity of the worker. :

Thus no industrial plant may be set running or change its
position, without the previous permission of the labour pro-
tection inspector and of the organs superintending sanitary tech-
nios, The management of every undertaking is legally bound to
take every mieasure for the prevention of accidents and to avoid
the effects of work and working conditions tending to injure the
health of the employees. Workers in professions especially dan-
gerous to health are given special protective clothing and ap-
pliances, S

The working hours are restricted to eight; the uninterrup-
ted-period "of weekly rest is 42 hours (§109). This enactment
is carried out in actuwal fact, it is not merely on paper. Office
employees and mental workers; as well as workers employed
below bank or in .especiafly injurious professions (mining,
chglmical industry), and juvenile workers, work omnly 6 hours
dady. . . .
Overtime is' prohibited, -and 1is only’' permitted in-a wvery
few dases (§§ 103 and 104), permission having to be granted
on every occasion by the Standardisation and Conilict Com-
mission of :the undertaking, ‘and the agreement of the workers
thérselves obtained. The total number of hours worked as over-
time may mot exdeed 120 hoiirs per year for each individual
worker, nor may more than four hours overtime be worked on
two - succeeding days.

VII. Social Insurance.

All contributions required for social insurance in the Soviet
Union are charged exclusively to the employers. No deductions
may be made from wages for social insurance.

Social .insurance extends to all persons working ior wages,
alike whether the work is perforimed: for private or for State or
other public undertakings, or whether. the workers are organi-

sed in Trade Unions or not. The social insurance of the Soviet

Union is the sole insurance of its kind which extends to every
case in which the insured worker requires support (illmess, un-
employment, confinement, disability, death; see § 176).

The sick benefit is paid to the amount of the wages earned
by the worker before . losing his working capabilities, Should
the employer have failed to pay the insurance contributions, the
law protects the worker fram losing his right to sick benefit
by prescribing that the health  insurance authorities have to.pay
the arount when the-worker submits a certificate from the fac-
tory council, showing that he has been employed in the under-
taking. The social insurance of the Soviet Union again comes
to . the aid of the workers when they have no earnings, not
owing to lack of capacity to worik, but from lack of opportunity,

that is, in cases of unemployment. Every person who has been -

earning wages has a right to the unemployment benefit, pro-
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vided he has no other source of income, such as some secondary
trade of handicrait, etc, '

“The amcunt of the unemployment benefit is fixed IB;
the competent organs, to the amount of at least one six
of the average wage paid in the district in question, and
in accordance with the qualifications of the unemployed
worker and the length of time in which he was earning
wages before becoming unemployed.” (§ 185.)

Juvenile workers receive unemployment benefit in aceor-
dance with their qualifications, without consideration of the
length of time during which they were earning wages.

In cases of temporary incapacity for work unemployed bene-
fit is paid until the working capacity has been restored, or until
permaneant incapacity has been certilied by the competent autho-
rities. In this last case the worker may claim a pension as
invalid.

§.187 of the labour code states:

““All persons who have been earning wages are entitled
to benefit from the social imsurance as soon as they have
lost their work-ing capacity in consequence of accident, ill-
ness, or old age’ - '

It will be seen from this that a claim to an invalid pemsion
is only possible for those belonging personally to the working
class, or {o famiiies which have lost their “breadwinner”. .

The sole rectriction existing refers to the old age invalids.
Old age invaiids have a claim io old age pensions if they were
working for wages or salary for at least eight years before be-
coming incapacitated (or are the widows or mothers of such
persons).

The old age invalids receive either old age. pensions or,are
placed in homes for aged people. Old age pensioners who ‘ire
still robust, and desirous of working, are given the opportu-
rity of learning a new profession adapted to their powers, and
can. ba placed in suitable insiruction institutions provided by
the Sowiet .Union instead of being paid the old age pension,

Invalids who have lost their capacity as wage earners, but
who wish to carry on scme trade or handicraft (without ef-
ploying wage earners), are freed from the handicrait tax, but
receive no pensiomn. T

With regard to all other supplementary descriptions of social
support, the invalids unable to work receive ths same advan-
tages as the other categories of the insured — care and support
of children, burial of relations, etc.

“War cripples and invalids are not supported by the organs
of soctal ‘imsurance, but by -the organs of the (state) - Social
Welfare. : e

‘The task which the labour protection system of the Soviet
Uniign has’ set itself is o use every available means for preser:
ving all working forces to the utmost, and this not merely: in
the interests “‘of national economics, but ‘in the! intérest of -every
individual person, for the aim of a socialist state of society*is
the organisation of labour upon‘a basis securing io every single
human being the most advantageous possible conditions for<the
development of his creative powers and faculties, B

The Rights of Trade Unions in the USS R.:“ ”

By V. Yarotsky.

. The history of the working class throughout- the - whole
world has demonstrated that the workers have secured the
- right of organisation only as the result of the most fierce
and stubborn struggle. There is no mneed to recall that the
first quarter of the 19th, century was an epoch of the struggle
of the British workers for the right to combine. Up
to the '80s the French 'workers had to suffer the most
intense persecutions for the slightest attempt to unmite against
their masters, nor need we tecall the well-known fact of the
complete prohibition of any workers organisations: whatsoever
in former Russia prior to the first revolution of 1905. The
subsequent law on' societies (March 4, 1906) however, had for
its' object the stemming' of the stormy’ growth of the trade
unions, which task it fulfilled successfully.

All these historic facts are now well-known fo every educated
worker. More important, however, is the fact that after” the
formal- recongnition on the parf of the bourgeoisie of the rights
of the workers to form. their own. organisatiops, the "wo‘r,'fi;(ﬁ
class was compelled by bitter experience, to admit the trufl
of Lassalig’s - conception that .every “constitution” (inicludirig
the law on frade uniomns) is nothing more uvor less than an
“expression of the real correlation of forces”. The offensive
ol capitalism. against labour in present-day England quite. de-
finitely comfirms this conception, in view of the policy of the
Conservative government of Great Britain which is most de-
finitely based on restricting the rights of the trade unions.
And . since under bourgeois. rule the real correlation of forces
always has the sharp end.of the” wedge direcied against the
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working class, the precariousness of the entire system of legal
norms which determine the framework of activity and the rights
of the trade unions in capitalist countries becomes evident.

We find quite a different state of alfairs under the conditions
of the proletarian dictatorship established in the U. S. 8. R.
after the October Revolution. The result of the Revolution was
a radical shifting in the entire system of correlation of social
forces: the rule of the bourgeoisie was replaced by the rule
of the working class. This in the first place was bound to
be reflected by a change in the very nature of the Legislation
on trade unions. Instead of the laws and legal standards which
regulate the rights of trade wnions being ‘“scraps of paper”
scrapped at every step by the organs of the bourgeois State
and the -employers, these standards in the U. S. S. R. are a
part of the fundamental laws of the workers’ and peasants’
country in which the government is constructed on the basis
of working class rule. Article 16 of the Constitution of the
U. S. S. R. establishes on the one hand the social and not
State legal status of the trade wunions, as it presupposes the
support of State organs to the unions, as workers’ organisations
constructed on the basis ol independent activity. On the other
hand this Article definitely brings the trade umions into the
system of social relations, enjoying particular privileges in the
Workers’ State. It implies the grant of premises as “labour
palaces”, “trade union houses”, eic., rent iree, reduction in fees
for utilising the post, telegraph, telephone, railway and water
transport, etc.

Already irom- the mere fact of the inclusion of support of
- the trade unions being amongst the fundamental tasks of the
State it arises that the rights and powers of the trade unions in
the U. 8. S. R. must be regarded as something quite different
from those in bourgeois countries. Under conditions of pro-
letarian dictatorship these rights are a system of social re-
lations which strengthen the proletarian dictatorship itself. |

This is the reason why the legi§lation on tradé umions . im
the U. 8. S. R. has a very broad structure and grants these
unions rights unknown in the legislation of Western Europe
or America.

First of all, according to the labour legislation of the
U. S. S. R., the trade uniofis are the only lawiul representatives
of the workers in social, political and economic life. This con-
ception is formulated in the “Code of Labour Laws” iin the
folowing manuer: the trade unions, which comprise citizens
working - for . wages in State, social and private enterprises,
institutions and businesses have . the:righ ‘to approach various
organs con behalf of the wage earners as a party concluding

«collective -agreements and also .act as represemtatives on their

behalf on_all labour and social questions. (Article 151).

In\ the system of the State structure, this representative
nature of the .mions finds its expression in two factors: in
. the factor of elections to. the Soviets, and in ‘the factor of
representation on ithe Sowiets, In. the elections to the Soviet from
. the. factories the participation of the trade unions im which
the workers of the given enterprises are organised is obligatory.
At the same time for those categories of workers for whom
voting: cannot be conducted if enterprises (commercial workers,
Sowiet employees, educational and art workers) the electoral
meetings are summoned by elettoral commissions in agreement
with the unions and must take place under the chairmanship of
. a representative of the trade unions. Besides this, irrespective of
this participation of the union in the election, there is represen-
tation on the. Soviets themselves not only of the trade union
masses, but also of the trade union apparatus in each electoral
district (town, province, uyezd): two from every unmion and a
definite number from the inter-union organisations.

In the Supreme’ State organs (C. E. C. of the U. S. S. R,
C. E..C. of the R:.8. F. S. R. and other Republics) we find a
definite representation of the trade unions; although the elections
are -conducted by the:Congress of Soviets -personally, and not
according to representation of the separdte organisations. The
:significance and’ role of the unions is so' considerable that in
all lists of candidates adopted by Congresses there is included
a definite number of trade union workers in order that the
opinion of the workers may alsg. be -expressed through the
apparatus of the unions. In the leading organs of the State
and economic structure (such for instance as the Council of
.Labour and Defence) there is a representative of the All-Union
. Trade Union Centre (the A. U. C. T. U.) with full voting powers.
In appointing members of the Supreme Fconomic Council of the
U. 8. S. R. the representative mature of the trade 1nions is

also taken into account and a definite number of memibers appoin-
ted from amongst trade union workers who upon appointment
continue working in the trade union movement*).

In the economic field the trade unions are invested with no
less, if not more rights than in connection with State structure.
We have already pointed out that among the members of the
Supreme Economic Council the trade union movement is well
represented. Generally speaking, representation of the unions in
the organ regulating economic life and establishing economic
policy constitutes a substantial part of the work of the trade
unions in the U. S. S. R. While not interfering in the direct
administration of production, the trade wunions take active part
in the work of the leading -organs of administration and con-
struction in the national ecomomic system. There is mnot a single
Union in the U. S. S. R. which does not devote a considerable
amount of this time and energy to working out and testing the
plans and projects of economic construction in the respective
branch of national economy. One may cite as an eXample the
metal workers’ union, which takes active part in elaborating
plans for the entire metal industry of the U. S. S. R.

Therefore, the Code of labour laws establishes for the
lower organs of the trade union movement exiremely wide
powers for participation in the construction of national economy.
Artidle 158 of the Code formulates their rights in this field
in the following manner:

“The object of activity of the Committee (factory or local
committee) is:

a) Representatioh and the defence of the interests of the
workers and employers which it comprises, before the ad-
ministration of the enterprise or institution on all labour and
social questions concerning the workers:

b) Representation before governmental and social organi-

sations;
. .€) Supervision of the accurate fulfilment by the admini-
stration of the enterprise or: institution of the established laws
on labour protection, Social insurance, wages, rules of sanitation
and technical safeguards, etc., also co-operation with the State
labour protection organs;

d) Measures for improving the cultural and material life
of the workers and employees; )

e) Help in the normial process of production in state enter-

prises and participation through the respective trade unions

in the regulation and organisation of the national economy”.
“In ‘the various forms of economic organisations of a social
nature (consumers’ co-operatives, housing co,operatives) in the
insurance offices created on the basis of special legislation, —
the trade- unions have no less important rights. In the field
of consumers’ coroperation for ilistance, ofganised within the
U. S. S. R. by the Centrosoyuz, the leadership of the Workers
co-operatives is in the hands of the special Central Workers’
Se¢tion, which is under the jurisdiction of the All-Union Central

- Cowunpcil of Trade Unions (A. U. C.'T..U.). and the member-

ship elected by Congresses is appointed by the trade unions.
Siich are ‘the rights of the trade unions in ‘the State, social
and economic structure. As ‘we see théy are marked by con-
siderable scope and make the trade umioms active participators
it _socialist’ construction, But theré is one field in which the
unions’ not “only parficipate, in which they are actually and
juridically ‘'supreme, This is the field of labour regulation. The
State apparatus’ of labour regulation in the U. S S. R. is
organised - and adffrinistered. by the People’s Commissariat for
Labour. It is the latter. which establishes the minimum wages
for the entire country, organises labour inspection, puts. into
force and elaborates the norms of labour legislation, efc. “Every-
thing that is put into force over and above the norms of labour
legislation ‘established  on a "general State scale, is established
by .agreement through collective agreements hetween. the workers
and the administration of the enterprise or inmstitution. But
in eaclt of ‘these fields the decisive word belongs to .the trade

unions, The People’s Cormmissariat for Labour is a state appa-
‘ratus. ,Howgver_the candidature for the post of People’s Com-

- *) There is no meed {o -state.here that the Unions are an
actual “reservoir” for the State and economic system and-'many
workers “in the trade: union movement are gradually transferred
gnhraly;to €conoftic and ,State work. What is more the owver-
whelming majority of posts in the U. S. S. R. are occupied by
those who have passed through. the school of the trade union
movement.
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missar for Labour, sznctioned by the C. E. C. of the U. S. S: R,
is the privilege by the Al-Union Congress of Trade Unions
and ifs decision is obligatory for the State: analogically, the
most responsible workers of the Commissariat for Labour itself
arc -alse appointed by the trade union movement. And not a
single labour legisiative is passed without the comsent of the
A. U. C. T. U, With regard to collective agreements these are
concluded and can be concluded in the U. S. S. R. only by the
trade unions. .

All this comprises a systematic order of rights and powers
of the frade unions under the conditions of the proletarian
dictatorship. The share of the participation of the trade unions
in the political and economic life of the workers’- Siate is so
considerable by this system of rights of the trade union move-
ment, that at first glance it would seem that the {rade unions,
even though only partially, were the Siate apparatus. However,
such an impression is absolutely incorrect. The State in the U. S.
8. R. does not even conirol the formation of trade unions. The
trade unions are not subjected to any kind of registration on
the part of the State organs. They are strictly social organisations
which themselves control their existence from the first moment
of their formation. Article 152 of the Code of labour laws
establishes this quite clearly and definitely. This article reads:

“The trade unions organised on lifies determined by the
respective congresses of these organisations are not liable for
any registration in State institutions, established for societies
and unions, and are registered in the inter union organisations
uniting them, in the manner established by the All-Russian Con-
gresses of Trade Unions.” :

In the most “liberal” of the norms regulating the tradeth
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union movement, in the British legislation on trade unions, it
is established that the unions aiso need not register in the
State organs. But if they want to have legal rights, i. e. the
right to posses property,. conduct judicial cases, or in general
enjoy the rights of the trade union, they are obliged to register
in the established order with the genmeral resigtrar of societies
and associations. In the U. S. S. R. the State authorities recognise
as juridical units all organisations of workers registered as
trade unions by the inter union organisatiens and not by state
organs and invests such trade unions (arficle 154 of the Code)
with the rights of “acquiring property dnd owning same; con-
cluding all kinds of agreements, transactions, etc., on the basis
of the existing legislation”...

Thus in the labour legislation of the U. 8. 5. R. ihe natur
of trade union as social organisations is emphasised. .

The investment of extensive rights to such a Iree social
independent organisation, absolutely outside the control of State
organs and on the contrary controlling the work of the said
apparatus arises from the fact that the legislation understands
the nature of the trade unions as organs expressing the social
opinion of the working- class, i. e. that social opinion on the
support of which the entire State order of the U. S. 8. R. is
based. The workers’ state based upon proletarian dictatorship
cannot fail to see in the system of extensive rights of the trade
unions a guarantee of its own stability and subsequent endurance.
As we have pointed out above, the real correlation of social
forces in the U. S. S. R. makes the trade unions a powerful
social-political and economic factor and therefore pre-determines
the wide scale and many-sided nature of the norms regulating
e rights of the trade unions in this country. '

Social Insurance in the U. S. S. R.

By N. Yekhovsky.

. ORGANISATIONAL SYSTEM.
Contact with the T. U’s. : -

The main disticntion between the organisational system of
Soviet Insurance from bourgeois systems is that Soviet Insurance
organs are based irom top to bottom on the principle of closest
contact ‘with the Trade Uniomns.

Central Social Insurance Administration and the Chief Social
Insurance Dept. .

The work of social insurance in the U. S. S. R, comes under
the People’s Commissariat for Labour of the U. S. S. R. which
directs it through the Centra]l Insurance Administration. At the
head of the latter is a director appointed to this position by
‘the All-Russian Council of Trade Unions' who is at the same
time a member of the Collegiate of People’s Comumissariat for
Labour. The direction of social insurance in the Soviet Union
_is carried out by the social administratiori of the respective
_Republics attached to the People’s Commissariat for Labour of
‘the Allied Republics and 'also directed by pérsons mnoininated
by trade umion organisations. The Social Insurance Administra-
ftions are accountable to. the Collegiate of the People’s Com-
missariat of Labour on the one hand and to the responsible
Central Inter-Union organisation on the other. )

Councils of Social Insurance of the Union and Republics.

. 'With the object of obtaining commion regilation of all
social insurance matters, direction of the activities of the Central
Social Insurance :Adrministration, examination and ratification of
plans, budgets, etc., there fis organised under the People’s Com-
missariat of Labour an All-Union Council of Social In-
surance, composed of four representatives from trade union
organisations and four representatives from econmomic organs
and departments, with representative of the P. C. for L. (chief
of the Central Social Insurance) at'the head. For regulation of
the work of social insurance in the ‘Allied Repubfics,: similar
~oouncils are orgamised umder the P.'C. for L. of these Re-
publics. Thus the trade unions are also ensured dominating
influence in the Social Insurance Councils.’

Insurance Offices.

The direct administration of social insuramce locally is
entrusted to the insurance offices. The local insurance offices
are established on the territorial principle, embracing a district
within a radius of not less than two versts and with not less
than 2000 insured persoms. The local offices are headed by a
committee elected for a definite term (ome half to one year)
by the conference of trade wunions of a given locality, Pro-
vincial insurance offices fulfilling the functions of local offices
in the provincial town and dealing with the allotment of
pensions for the whole province and the regulation of the in-
surance fund of the provimce as well as directing the activities
of the local offices, — are organised in all provincial cities.
The committees of thése offices are elected at the district sessions
of the trade wunions. ‘

Both the local and the .provincial insurance offices - are
accountable to the higher organs and to the local department
of the P. C. for L. and corresponding .organs of the trade

‘unions. SRl

For serving insured workere engaged in large entenprises
and also in enterprises situated a long distance from the in-
surance offices, the latter set up their own branches in these
enterprises. w

Transport Insurance Offices.

. The serving of railway and water transport workers and
employees, in view of their specific forms of organisation of
labour, is entrusted to transport insuramce -offices organised ou
an extra-ferritorial principle and managed by a committee,
members of which are elected at the sessioms of ‘transport
workers’ -unions. ' el

Auditing Commission,

- For control of the. activities of the insurance office com-~
mittee at the same time as .the election of the latter, auditing
commissions are also elected, whose duties ‘indlude the control
of financial, operative and economic activities of the offices,

inspection of accounts, monies, etc.
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II. THE FINANCIAL SYSTEM.
Social Insurance Expenditure at Expense of Employers.

The mhain difference in the financial system of Soviet in-
surance from the bourgeois, liés in the fact that in the U. S. S. R.
all the burden of expenditures for insurance of the workers and
employees falls on- the shoulders of the employers, whereas
in ‘bourgeois countries; the ' workers pay more than the
employers. In accordance with the present code of labour laws,
funds of the insurance organs are established from’ insurance
contributions. paid:by -enterprises and institutions on their own
-account without the right to: deduct same from the pay of
‘workers and employees.

 Dimensions of Insurance Contributions.

Insurance scales are established by a special regulation of
the Central Exeoutive Committee ‘and Council of People’s Com-
"missars of the, U. S. S. R., obligatory for every locality of the
‘Soviet Union. By the existing regulation of February 26, 1925,
a tariff is established amountitig for the entire mass of insured
to about 14 per cent of their total wages.

Insurance Funds.

The contributions of insurers are entirely at the disposition
of the insurance officés which allot from their revenue 5% for
the All-Union funds, 5% for the Republic funds and about 26%
for the medical fund, the remaining 62% being expended on
pensions and relief and alsc on organisational items. The All-
Union fund is expended on reinforcing the funds of the respec-
tive Republic on the organisation and- maintenance of health
resorts and sanatoria on an All-Union scale, maintenance of
social insurance museums, organisational expenses at the centre,
etc. The Republic funds are expended on the corresponding re-
quirements on a Republican scale. As far as miedical funds are
concerned, these are transierred to the acooiriits of the health
-organs for the:rendering of irée medical aid to the insured
and their families. ) LI :

Order of Collection of Insurance Contributions.

v Alll institutions and enterprises in which wage workers
are .engaged are obliged. to present a declaration every month
to the office and the amount due for the period fixed by the
local insurance organs. In the event of non-payment of con-
“'tributions by the established date, the insurer, no matter who
he is, is obliged to pay a penalty to the extent of 2% for the
first and 3% on every following month, while the amount
owing together with the fine is collected by the agents of the
office, directly without recourse fto court — by a compulsory
order for the confiscation and sale by auction of the property
of the debtor. Apart from this, the individuals (owners, or
directors of government institutions and enterprises) guilty of
not paying comftributions in the course of three months con-
secutively, also of knowingly making a false declaration or
communication are liable to summons before the criminal court
and punishment by a fine (from personal funds) or imprisonment.

Amounts of the Insurance. Payments Contributed.
During 1925, the insurance organs of the. Soviet Union
collected froim the insurers. more than 250 million roubles or
nearly 95% of the entire sums due and in the first half of
the current year about 310" miillion roubles which represenis
96% of the computed amount and a little less than 14% of
all wages paid in the U.'S. S. R.

Il RELIEF FOR INSURED AND THEIR FAMILIES.
' Splere of Influence.

In accordance with the present code of labour laws, social
insurance extends to all categories of hired labour, independent
of the nature and period of the work, nature of payment or in
which (state, individual, concession, etc.) enterprise their labour
is employed.

The number of insured embraced by the insurance offices
is illustrated in the following figures: On January 1st, 1923 —
4,040,000; January 1st, 1924 — 5455,000; on January 1Ist,
1925 = 6,062,000; January 1st, 1926 — 7,732,000 and March 1st,
1926 = 7,804,000.

IV. FORMS OF INSURANCE.
Forms of Relief. -

The existing code of labour laws covers the following
aspects of the insurance relief: a) rendering & medical aid;
b) granting of relief for temporary labour incapacity (illness
injury, quarantine, pregnancy, childbirth, nursing sick members
of the family); ¢) Rendering support for nursing iniants, pur-
chase of articles for care of infant, burial of insured and of
members of his family; d) Granting of relief for unemployment;
e) Pension for invalids and f) pension for members of families
oif wage earners in event of death or umaccountable absence of
breadwinner (p. 176, Code). '

Apart from the above-mentioned forms of aid, the insur-
ance offices also provide the insured with sanitorium and health
resort and places them during the compulsory two weeks
vacation in rest homes.

Rendering Medical Aid.

The work of rendering medical aid to insured and their
families is concentrated in the hands of special departments of
the Health Comumnissariat organs directed- by persons elected by
the trade unioms. Receiving from the insurance organs about
one third of their entire income, these departments are obliged
to render to the insured and their families clinical aid free of
Charge and are given first Precedence, also hospital treatments,
aid to invalids at home, maternity aid, inoculation of all kinds
and also to wundertake all kinds of special treatment (water,
light, .ex-rays, etc) with the free issue of medicine and the
necessary medical appliances in all cases. The organs of healilr
protection also organise creches for the children of insured
working women. : g

The plans for rendering medical aid to the insured and
their families are discussed in special councils with the parti-
cipation of representatives of the trade umions and insurance
offices.

Relief during Temporary Disablement.

In the event of temporary incapacity for labour, on the
part of the insured, certified by a doctor, the insurance office
is obliged to pay the insured irom the first day of disablement
up to the time of recuperation or of the establishment of per-
manent’ incapacity, an imcome corresponding to the actual wage
received prior to illness, but not exceeding sewen roubles fifty
kopecks per day*). ’

Pregnant women and nursing mothers engaged in physical
labour receive the above mentiomed income during eight weeks
before and eight weeks aiter childbirth.” Those engaged in
mental work, six weeks before and six - weeks after childbirth.

It is apropos to observe here that 'the fears of bourgeois
legislators as expressed by them wheti’ workers present demands
for the payment of complete wages during illness, that this
system would “encourage laziness’ is mmjustilied and an absolute
system would “encourage laziness” is unjustified and an absolute
slander on the working class: statistical data of Soviet Insur-
ance offices as in the co-efficient of illness of our workers
(about ten days per year per insured) refute this calummy in
a most convincing manner, for the co-efficient in bourgeois
countries, where the worker is merely granted. part of his wages
during illness, is not only not lower, but even in some cases
higher than ours. .

In 1925, relief for temporary incapacity absorbed 38% of
the entire budget of the insurance institutions (not inciuding the
fund for treatment). ’

Supplementary Grants.

In addition to the above-mentioned grants to women in
childbirth, a grant is made both to employed women and also
to the wives of insured workers, for the purchase of necessary
articles for the child for one month prior to birth to the extent
of one half of the average monthly wage in the given locality
(for Moscow, this wage is about 80 roubles), and a grant for
feeding the child {o the extent of /s of this wage during nine
months after birth.

*) This maximum is temporarily established for persons
with high salaries.
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Grants for burial of the insured or members of their
families or their dependents amount to the monthly average
wage of a given locality for the burial of persons of more than
ten years of age, and to half this sum for the burial of persons
bolow this age. o

_ Supplementary forms of relief cost dthe insurance insti-
tutions about 15% of their budget.

Unemployment Benefits.

Unemployment insurance covers all persons who formerly
worked for wages irrespective as to the causes of their leaving
work, on condition that they have no means of existence, The
ocondition for receiving this grant is registration in the employ-
ment bureau during the established time. For unskilled workers
and employees there must be a one-year and three-year wage-
earning status respectively. Skilled workers and employees and
also men demobilised from the Red Army and ileet receive
30% of the average local wage and other unmemployed two
thirds of this sum during nine months of the year.

Besides this, unemployed have the right to receive supple-
mentary forms of relief (see above) and also miedical aid on a par
with other formis of insured persons.

In addition to ‘monetary aid, the unemployed also receive
from the labour commissarist orgams, labour aid in the form
of collective and public work orgamised for this purpose. They
also are. trained at the expense of the social insurance organs
in special workshop schools organised for raising their quali-
fications. ~

Side by side with this, the unemployed also enjoy a whole
number of privileges in..the. form of exemption from all kinds
of taxes, very low rents; reduced fares to place of work or on
returning to native place. . "

Expenditure on rendering monetary aid to the unemployed
comprised 10% of the entire budget of the insurance institutions
during 1925. .

Relief for Labour.

Right to relief for disability is enjoyed by all wage earners
who have lost their labour capacity. frbm injuries, venereal
ailments or old age, bui in the latter case, they must have
eight years wage earning status. Invalids’ pensinos are granted
to an extent of two thirds of the former wage of the invalid if
he is absolutely incapacitated for labour and needs outside atten-
tion (first group), persoms incapacitated for labour- but not in
need of outside.affendance (secomd group) receive two thirds
of the above-mentioned pension, but persons incapacitated for
regular work at a.trade. yet capable of obfaining means of
existence by. temporary, casual- or light work (third group)
receive the full pension®). . .

In respect to inwvalids - with partial loss of labour capacity
(IV, V, VI groups) these get a- pepsion to an extent of ome
third, one sixth, one tenth;of their wages respectively if their
incapacity is the result of .injury or trade illness. ;
. Besides this, jnvalids have the right to supplementary relief
.and medical aid on a ‘par with other forms of insured workers
and may also receive instead of pension, complete maintenance
in the hostels for invalids organised by the insurance organs.
Invalids  also .enjoy the,.right to. special reductions in taxes,
tent, free training for. children, etc. - ' :

_ Relief for ifiﬁiilies of Deceased. .

- Persons having the right to receive pensions in the event
of death of the wage-earhing breadwinner (irrespective of wage
‘earning status) are: 'minors” or children incapable of labour,

*) The full pension’ for ‘an " invalid of the first group
suffering from. a trade .llness are gramted three quarters of
former wage and nof’two, fhirds, and the pensions of other
forms of invalids are.raised accordingly.

~organs during 1925.

brothers and sisters of the deceased and incapacitated persons
or parents caring for the children under eight years of age,
or the husband or wile of the deceased. This jpension is given
from the time of presenting application: up to sixteen years of
age for minors 'and to tthe persons’engaged in ' caring for the
children up fo the time they attairi-eight-years,

The families of insured workers deceased from . general
causes, ‘receive: two. thirds of full pension, (see abowe), in the
event of there being three or more pensioners, half of the full
pension for.two pensioners, and ome third of full pension in
cases ‘of one members- of the famyly having right to pension.
The famities of persons deceased -through ingury or: ftrade illness
receive an augmented pension to an extent of three quarters,
one half and one third of the wages of the deceased respectively.

Pensions to invalids who have lost their labour capacity
through general ailments or.old age, as also- the families of
persons deceased through general ailments, are granted if they
have no means of existence. Pensions for persons suffering
from injury or trade illnesses as also dfor their families are
granted, independent of the property position. of the pensioners.

Besides the grants  imentioned above, families protected by
the insurance organs receive supplementary grants from the
medical aid and ‘the tax, and other reductions mentioned above.

Expenditure on relief ‘to invalids and members of their
families, absorbed 21% of the entire budget of the insirance

Aid in Sanatoria and Health Resorts.

. Besides the above forms; of aid,-the insurance organs also
render treatment to the insured in sanatoria and health resorts
and -also place thepy in rest homes, upon which: from 8 to 10%
of the insurance budget is expended. This aid is rendered in
sanatoria, rest homes and health resorts situated in- the beautitul
palaces of.the former bourgeoisie'and the:mobility, now handed
over to the insurance organs by the Government of the U. S. Sc R.
Besides free fare at the expense of insurance organs as also
free treatment and maintenatice, the insured receive - complete
wages frotm the insurance organs both during temporary dis-
ablement, - during fthe time” of theit journey and also while in
the sandtoriuim. The “period of sojourn in the sanatoria’ fluctuates
from five weeks for fatigue ‘or nérvous cases, etc., three and
one half months for tuberculosis, while in rest homes the periods
from 2 to 4 weeks in alcorddncé with the lérigth of vacation
received by the workers. In' 1924, 200,000 workers passed through
the sanatoria, rest homes and ‘health spas. In 1925, 250,000 passed
through and it is expécted that during the present year there
will be no'less. Eighty per cent of the places are givén fo
workers and twenty. per cenf to employees. B

I S
‘The above.is a general oufliné of the work of flie social
insurance. in the U. S. S, R. S R

It goes without saying that besides the achievements in
this work: there are: o 'small number of weak points. In parti-
cular in the matter of unemployment relief in the U. S. S. R,
which ‘is explaified by the specific character of the unemployed,

_the “overwhelming majority of whom are recruited from the

peasantry and de-classed  Whol Have pever worked as wage
earners. The main reason, however, is the poverty of our country

‘ruined by the imperialist and civil wars.

. But the workers of the Soviet Union are not discouraged
by ‘these defects, for ‘ffey hope’ t0~ overcore ‘them by their
energetic work of strepgthening their national economy, the
position of which is improving day by day.
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Fifth

BEEE S SRR I T TS ST TR R N S PN TR
1921 saw the beginping of the construct
ment of agricultural co-operation. '

CRFREIY.
ion and develop-

Two fundamental tasks were placed before agricultural co-
operation - by the decisions of Party and Soviet Congresses;
development” of the  productive forces of the  villages and col-
lectivisation of ‘the processes of ‘peasant farming. During . the
first years co-operation did a big piece of work with réspect
to organisational construction, which brought 12% of the peasant
farms of the U.S.S.R. (outside the Ukraine) into the net-
woit of Union co-operatives. - ’

The following table illustrates the importance of agricultural
co-operation in the Soviet Co-operative movement, by
lanuary 1st, 1925: B wiw

w8

: Eag

) s) ;B siE __:f;,r-‘

NPT . 2 28 =x .83z

t Category - i (in thous-' - {in .

; , DT ; C o Lo ;,.ands) mill.)

1. Consumers’ Cotoperatives . 233 24,0669 - 7,255 2,050

2. Agrioultural -Co-operatives . 403 - 45,606 - 4,066 = 619
3

. Industrial Co-operatives .. 250 " 411,000- + 400/ 190
1. Growth of Agricultural Co;opé‘r%{ifoﬂ" (except Ukraine and
) ' ““Free’ Lance” ‘Co-operatives). '

e a2k 1425

‘ 11526
m e © Numberdf-Co-operatives
1. Agricultural Co-operative Society . 5,000 '5,800. 5,192
2. Credit Agricultural Co-operative’Society 3,530 7,150 ‘9,606
3." Butter: Making Co-operativé Soéiety . ./-2,600 73300 5,160
4. Other Co-operative Agricultural Society . 1,020 2,350 3,026
5. Home Industrial & Timber Society . . . 980 1475 1,687
6 T

. Cofllective 'Economics

[

£73,000:: 4,925 . 6,879

Total . .. 19,690; 25,000 32,4350

‘1t one includes Ukraine and the “Free Lance”, i..e. the non-
amalgamated co-operatives, the number of co-operatives through-
out:the U.S:S.R. by Jan. 1, 1924 was 34,004; by Jan. 1,.1925
was 42,071, by Jan. 1, 1926 it -was 54,758; by July 1, 1925 —
the union network of co-operatives included five million persons,
or+22,5% of .the entire peasant population as against 15,6% -on
Jan.: 1, 1925..Of the enumerated. groups, the first iwo . conduct
trade operations (purchase, supply, sales, credits to  their
members). The next three groups are purely producers co-
operatives.’ The last group consist of collective economies: which
are extended;”6cialised farms ‘and also 'at:the samé ‘timé’ the
rallying ground of the poor peasanty. The collective ‘ecotiomies
hdve ‘a technical ‘basis — ‘mechanisation and a mote: rational or-
ganisation of labour.

Growth of Co]lerc:ti-ve;'Ecbnomies lncludingi?Ukl_‘aine:

C11—24 1125 1Vil-25
No. of collective economies 17,038 18,q27 21,923
Popitlation in ‘the collectiveé' " e we &
economies . f Swte 0 036000 0 1,085,000
Area of

f land, belonging : .
to. thém e e — 2,497,000 des. 2,974,000 des.

In accordance with the degree of the socialisation of labour
and capital one must distinguish between three forms of agri-
cultural collective bodies:. the Comriune, the artel, and the asso-
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e

: S Lol e ; % L ST . i
ciation for-common tillage. 1. The Commune’s.main feature:is
full socialisatioh -of labour, capital- and ineans, of- production.
2. The artel’s' characteristic is partial socialisation and corres-
ponding distribution of all ‘revenue. 3. Associations for common
tillage which'are formed by means of the amaigamatiow. oi plots
of land into one .commdn.-plot ion - which ‘the. members work: as
a collective body. ‘All revenue is divided in accardance with: the
Yabour expended and the means contributed. Collective economies
in primary co-operative constitute 34%. About .one-third of. the
collective ‘economties -have industrial -enterprises where. raw ma-
terial. and’ agricultural ‘produce are turned .into manufactured
articles. The: percentage o¥ co-operation in the various branches
of agriculture is as follows: flax growing -—: 3%, potato.co-
operatives — 64%, dairy coops -+ irom; 53,9% to.95%; tohacco
growing ‘— 80%, beet-growing' — 80%, timber — 00,7%.

The social composition of the co-operatives is as fallows:

In the dairy co-opératives the fundamental group-are farms with
two and three cows —. 47,5%; in the ‘potato co-operatives there
were by January Ist, 1925 altogether 33,5% of farms without
horses and 60,9%. with one horse. The flax growing co-operation .
farms without horses. constituted 14,8%, ihose w:th one ‘horse
66,2% and those with two Horses 15%. In the bird-breeding’co-
operatives the poor peasantry plays an eveh imore iaporlant role.
These data justify the conclusion that the middle and poor farms
constituteé 93,1% of all the co-operative farms. s

Agricnltural Cobperatiires in', the Various. Branches of 'Agri’-

N R culture. ¢

The establishment of special centres dates irom the second
half of 1922: The varied nature of the. productive economic and
natural characteristics of the enormeus territory of the U. S. 8. R.
is.a.favourable factor which stimulates the development of spe-
cialisation -in. districts where healthy,; economic ;and hnagc_ial
conditions exist for the organisation of the various productive
branches of agriculture. i ¢ ; .

The chief centre  of agricultural co-operation is the Sel-
skosoyuz ‘in which, at first, the commercial operations of all the
co-operative organisations were ceniralised and which, as these
opeérations developed, formed 'from its own ‘midst other pro-
ductive centres. At present’ we Hhave feit special * centres: the
butter cenfre (an amalgamation of all dairy ‘co-operatives); the
flax centre (society of ‘flax'’ and hemp ‘growers), the Vsekoles
(timber co-operatives), the Plodovinsoyuz (fruit, vegetable and
vintage co-operatives), the Ptitzevodsoyuz (the poultry breeding
co-operatives), the potato co-operativé-society, the Koopstrakhse-
yuz (All Union Co-operative Instirance); the tebacco co-operative
society, the corn centre, and the Knigosoyuz (Co-operative pu-
blishing house). " ~ - "~ K ) © T

. Thus as agricultural co-operatives become more and more
an integral part of agriculture, their structure oi it undergoes
a radical change — from universalism to specialisation. i

In spite of the formation of a series of centres nearly all
the: members ‘of these ‘tew oOrganisations form part- ol theé Sels-
kosoyuz which as the universal central society of agricultural-co-
operatives, is always at their service in connection with a number
of operations with regard io supply and distribution. While
the main task of the specialised co-operative societies and centres
is' the organisation of co-operative trade the task before the
network of the lower specialised co-operatives is productive
activity (organisationi of engineering companies, factories, ‘efc.).

Production and Trade Activity of Agriéuit:ural Co-operatives.

In the pre-war period agricultural co-operatives were mainly
credit co-operatives which pursued ‘the aim ol putting peasant
iarms on a sound basis by the credit system. Under present con-
ditions agricultural co-operatives are mainly engaged in deve-
loping exchange of goods and production. Centralised production
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afd trade systems have come into being on the principle oi
consistent concentration and industrialisation of the various pro-
ductive processes in agriculture.

Agricultural co-operatives, which were at first engaged in
placing on the market produce in its raw form, are gradually
beginning to place on the market this same produce in a manu-
factured form. These co-operatives do not only carry on trading
operations but study the requirements of the markets, endeavour
to raise the quality of production and exercise considerable in-
fluence on productive processes. Thus the development of agri-
cultural co-operation raises the question of the formation. of a
b‘iﬁ network of industrial enterprises for the further mani-
pulation of the raw produce, in order to stimulate agricultural
development in various peasant farms. Here are data illustrating
supply, distribution and the further manipulation of agricultural
produce in agricultural co-operatives. Supply has a_pre-eminently
productive character while in 1921 an important- role was played
in the turnover of agricultural co-operatives by ordinary articles
of consumption (textile, sugar, salt), in 1923 these articles played
a-much smaller role in the turnover. With respect to supply special
attention was paid to the development of the collectivist prin-
ciple: special engineering companies were organised as well
as the supply of seed and breeding cattle. The principle of tech-
nical and economic reorganisation was also applied. Some
branches of agricultural co-operation (dairy, flax growing and
others) are establishing butter factories, works for the further
manijpulation of flax, they introduce agricultural measures such
as the establishment of grain-sifting centres, centres for cattle-
breeding and for hiring out machinery. They introduce big
machinery into agriculture. The achievements of the various
brariches of agricultural co-operation with respect to supply
are as follows: in 1924—25, 75% of the agricultural machinery
sent to the villages went mainly through the net work of agri-
cultural co-operatives, particularly the lower co-operatives. Sixty
per cent of all the seed required for the sowing area went through
the co-operatives. One third of the required amount of vegetable
seeds is supplied by the agricultural co-operatives. The dairy co-
operative centre supplied to the various co-operatives 4,125 se-
parators, 1,153 churns, 203,000 roubls worth of laboratory applian-
ces and 940,000 poods of cattle food. Through the agricultural
co-operatives the peasant iarms are supplied with imported red-
clover seed, flax seed, machinery, which constitute on an average
27% of the supply operations of the primary co-operatives. The
dairy co-operative centre satisties 80% of the demand for plant,
material and provisions. The flax centre supplies the flax-growing
districts with no less than one-third of the seed required for the
replenishment of the sowing material. The flax centre has put
un three lactories for ‘the further manipulation of flax. The
districts of the potatoes co-operatives were supplied in 1925 with
400,000 poods of first class seed potatores. In 1925 the
Selskosoyuz forwarded 1,110 tractors to various country
districts. The supply of mineral manure, breeding cattle and
nieans agairst pests is developiug  articles suppried by co-
operatives to the state industry: 297,000 poods of ilax fibre
in 1923, and 706,800 poods in 1924—25, an increase of 2337%.
Potate co-operatives supply 83% of the starch and dextrine
required by state industry. The tobacco co-operative co-ordinated
80% in 1924—-25 of all tobacco growers and supplied 47,5%. of
the tobacco required by State industry. The dairy co-operatives
embrace over 90% of the total productions, being the owners
of 7,000 butter factories. In 1924 the beet-growing co-operatives
collected and handed over to State industry 7,060,000 poods sugar
beet and in 1925 as much as 26,600,000 poods. Cotton growers
collected and handed over to State industry in 1924 6,197,000
poods cotton and in 19225 — 10,500,000 poods. It shouid also be
stated that 57% of the sowing in the general sowing area in
1924 was done by the co-operatives and in 1925 — 73%. In 1925
— 140 million poods of grain was collected. Al this shows that
*he co-overatives endeavour to gradually overcome technical
backwardness and to bring the anarchic peasant farming under
“the organising influence of the co-operatives. Co-operative trade
pursues the following aim: 1) to help the peasants place their
produce on the market, to collect and coordinate the scattered
peasant produce and place it on the market and 2) to introduce
co-operative methods for the further manipulation of the raw
produce ieceived from primary sources — the peasant farms.
The share of agricultural co-operatives in the disposal of the
entire agricultural production, which amounted in 1924—25 to
2676,000 ¢an be put down as 165%. The share of the flax
centre in all primary co-operatives engaged in the sale of ilax,

flax fibre, seed and hemp can be put.down as 42%. In 1922—23
co-operative sales in the flax-growing co-operatives consfituted
09% of the total amount of flax, in 1923—24 — 12,3%, in
1924—25 — 18,9%. In 1925 the daixy co-operative placed on the
home market 302,000 poods of biitter, which constitutes 43%
of the total amount of butter sold on the home market.

General Turnover of Agricultural Co-operatives.
(in million roubles)
1023—24  1024—25 - 102526
Results of turnover . . 566 082 (estimate) 1,711

With respect to supply and sales this turnover is distributed
as follows: .

(in million roubles)

1923—24 1024—25 1925—26
Supply . 258,06 456,8 800,5
Sales 307,4 525,8 904,2
Foreign trade turnover of agricultural co-operatives:
First half of 1925 . £1,741,000
First half of 1926 . £2,910,000

In the course of their development agricultural co-operatives
are gradually bringing under their influence various processes of
production. This not only changes the structure of the peasant
farms but takes them also out of their isolated postion and
directs them into the channel of general co-operative activity,
overcoming thereby the passivity of the peasant masses.

Agronomic Work of the Agricultural Co-operatives.

1. Agronomic work is carried on a large scale: lectures
and courses are organised, publishing activity is developing and
cultural forces such as agronomists are drawn into the work.

2. In order to place the various branches of agriculture
on a higher level, agricultural co-operatives carry on a struggle
against the old forms of agriculture. They dntroduce rational
tillage, organise the further manipulation of agricultural pro-
duce, provide instructors for the popularisation of the mechani-
sation of the processes of production, etc.

The achievements of agronomic work in the agrioultural
sphere were as follows: in connection with husbandry there
were in the spring of 1925 in the agricultural co-operatives
(except Ukraine) 4,000 grain-sifting centres (50% of the total
number) which sifted 11 million poods of grain. In 1924 —
15,000 desiatins were put under selected seeds, and in 1925 —
42,000 desiatins. In 1925 —= 3,700 reclaiming-associations were
organised which took charge of 700,000 desiatins, 200,000 of
which were made arable. In the struggle against pests the
Selskosoyuz took energetic measures and protected 600,000
desiatins. The flax centre collected 330,000 poods of first-class
seeds and supplied one-third of the required quantity. Through
the potato co-operatives over 400,000 pocds of first-class seed
potatoes were collected and distributed, which resulted in a
20% increase of the harvest. The Plodovinsoyuz supplies first-
cdlass cuttings and vegetable and flower seeds and organises
nurseries. '

Agricultural co-operatives extend their system also to the
border states and regions bringing thereby the national minorities
of these states and regions into the co-operative movement by
finding markets for their produce in the U. S. S. R. and abroad.

The co-operative system creates a basis for socialist ex-
change of products by connecting the scattered producers with
the State economy and by bringing these scattered agricultural
producers into the ranks of the builders of Socialism.

Relations between Agricultural Co-operatives and the Soviet
Government and Communist Party.

Agricultural co-operatives, the administrative orgams of
which are elected bodies and which carry on their work in
the centre and in the provinces quite independently, have at the
same time the full support of the organs of the Soviet Govern-
ment. As regards the attitude of the Soviet Government to the
agricultural co-operatives we give below an extract from the
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‘speech of the President of the Sevnarkom, Comrade Rykov, at
-the. third’ meeting of Selskosoyuz delegates, on June 3rd, 1925:

“One of the main economic and, perhaps, political
questions confronting us mnow, is the question of the de-
velopment of agricultural co-operatives. Without the further
development of these co-operatives, which organise large
sections of peasants, one cannot, in my opinion, imagine
the continuance of Soviet ecanomy and the Soviet State,
because we have to set against the nationalised and pro-
perly planned out industry 22 million unorganised, un-
coordinated and scattered peasant farms.”

The Third Congress of Soviets held in the summer of
1925, adopted on the question of measures for the develop-
ment and consolidation of agriculture a resolution, § 20 of
which contains the following statement:

“Taking into consideration that the voluntary co-
operative societies of peasant producers are the most effec-
tive and correct means for raising the level of peasant

farming that only by means of such co-operative societies
small peasant farms can resist enslavement by capitalism and
can take an active: part in socialist comstruction, the Con-
ress draws the attention of all the organs of the Soviet
jovernment, from the highest to the lowest, to the neces-
sity of- full support for the co-ordination of co-operative
peasant farming. The Congress demands strict observance
of the laws which guarantee the voluntary character of co-
operatives, the electiveness of their organs, the finviolability
of their capital and the self-activity of their members.”

The attitude of the Coznmunist Party to the agrioultural oo-
operatives is best shown by the decision adopted at the
XIV. Party Conference in the spring of 1925 and by the deci-
sions of the C. C. of the Party in August of this year. The
resolution of the Party conference contains the following state-
ment: “In view of the free exchange of goods and the prevalence
of small industry in the rural districts the co-operatives are the
fundamental social-economic form of relations between the State
economy and the small producers of manufactured articles”.

The Main Conception of the Regime of Economy being
Conducted in the U. §S. S. R.

By Gaister (Moscow).

As far back as 1018, soon after the overthrow of bourgeois
power. Vladimir Ilyitch Lenin pointed out that socialist
construction demands the most thrifty handling of the national
resources and the accurate and thrifty handling of socialist
economy. Even then Vladimir Ilyitch considered that the slogans
for an economical and rational management of industry and for
the creation of a new, comscious discipline in labour should
become the “chief slogans of the day”. In his article “the imme-
diate tasks of the Soviet Power”*) Lenin wrote: “Keep an accu-
rate and conscientious account of money, manage ecomomically,
do not loaf, do not steal, cbserve the miost strict discipline in
labour -— it is just such slogans, which the revolutionary workers
justly made fun of when ithe bourgeoisie screened by such words
its own rule as an exploiting class, but which now, after the
overthrow of the bourgeoisie, become the immediate and most
important slogans of the day”.

The subsequent events — the civil war — naturally were
unable to help to put the slogans of economy, accuracy, efc.,
into force.

With the transition to the new economic policy, the working
class in its first years learnt to direct the State, learnt to manage,
to administrate production, to trade, and quite naturally this
training demanded “losses” — that is why the summons for the
most thrifty handling of the country’s resources, the summons for
an economical conduct of economy, could not be completely put
into practice.

But things are diiferent now when we have already a definite
experience, both in the field of State administration and also in
the sphere of general and practical administration of our eco-
nomic system.

We are urged towards the introduction of a “severe regime
of economy” by the perspective of our future growth and the
general policy of industrialising the country, outlined by the
Party through the XIV. Party Congress.

During the first five years of the national economy of the
U. S. S. R, after the time of the introduction of Nep, we had a
stormy growth of the entire national economic system and of
industry in particular. This growth is characterised by the fact
that for the period of time commencing from 1920—1921 up to
1024—1925, the industry of the U. S. S. R. increased its output

*) N. Lenin, Collected Works, Russian edition, Vol. XV.,
p. 107,

4.6 hmes. This growth, unprecedented in the history of any
bourgeois state, allowed us to load rapidly the factories and
works that have remained in our hands from the bourgeoisie of
the czarist period.

In the current working year (1925—26) in which industry as
compared with the year 1924—25 has ‘increased 37%, we are
ending the first stage of development of our industry. This first
stage is characterised as the restoration stage during which our
industry has reached 95% of the pre-war level (191%).

_ Subsequent growth is only possible by improving the tech-
nique of our production, by re-equipping the old factories and
building new Iactories and works.

That is why at ithe present time, when we are entering the
path of increased production at the cost of new material outlay,
when already in 1925—26 as much as 850 million roubles were
invested for remewing and extending the basic capital of industry
in the U. S. S. R., when the problem of industrialisation urgently
demands new resources, the most strict regime of economy in
the every-day practice of socialist construction can and must
be put into force.

It must be remembered that to fulfil the tasks confronting the
U. S. S. R. in the way of extending the basic capital of our
industry, satisfying all the growing material and cultural
demands of the working and peasant masses and strengthening
the construction of socialism, resources are needed which
the U. S. S. R. can collect neither “by means of annexing
and robbing colonies”, nor “with the aid of enslaving
loans from other more developed countries” with the aid
of which capitalist countries have usually created their own
industry. Under present day international conditions the U.S.S. R.
must obtain the recources needed for developing industry and
agriculture, from within the country. Only by means of incre-
asing socialist accumulation and a rational careful expenditure
of the accumulated resources can we accelerate the industriali-
sation of the country, extend the output of means of produation
and strengthen the socialist structure.

And the quicker the possibilities will be created for exten-
ding our heavy machine industry, the quicker shall we be able
to put into force the “reconstruction of industry and with it the
entire national economy on a new and higher technical level”,
and the more rapidly will the U. S. S. R. represent an “inde-
pendent economic unit, building up in a socialistic manner and
capable, thanks to its economic growth, ol serving as a powerful



1146

International Press Correspondence»:

No.. 66

means of revolutionising the workers of all countries and the
suppressed peoples qf‘jh_e;.}colohiés and semi-colomies™*).

It is for the above reasons that the essence and: the tasks
of the present struggle for economy now being conducted are
much bmore extensive and profound than the usual periodical
-campaigns. The task.of the present campaign' js to .aid the
wide masses of workers and.peasants, to imbue the regime of
economic .mangement into the Very ocore of our econpmic pro-
cesses, after which the shock element of the campaign is over,
and the regime of economy remains as a component element of
socialist construction.

The regime of economy:now being . conducted, by. helping
to increase socialist accumulation thereby helps the maximum
development of industrial construction in the U.S.S.R.. and
paralyses all -attempts. . at, turning the U.'S. S. R. into - an
“econemic . appendix. of. capitalist world economy”. ‘The regime
of economy should. aid the extension of housing ‘construction,
the satisfaction of the growing needs of agriculture and ‘of the
growing -material and. cultural demands.-of. the - working - class,
in other. words reinforce the wvictory of:socialism in the- Soviet
Republic.

But besides problems of increasing socialist accumulation
with the object of industrialising the country, the realisation
of the principles of the regime of economy also has tremendous

significance in the’ field .o} reorganising; simphifying and im-Y

provifig-our State, Co-operative, ‘economic, productivé and com-
mercial apparatus and bringing them. nearer .to the masses of
workers and peasants. The *u% }

by the cdmpaign for econcmy arthong thé wide strata of the wor-
kers and peasants is also importan{. Therein lies the profound
political significance of the campaign for the regime of econonty
started by the Party and Soviet authorities.

Pursuing the aim of a maximum cheapening of the Soviet

State and economic apparatus in. order ‘that as much as is ac-

cumulated remains for industrial construction, the regime of
economy should - simplify this apparatus. bring it as near as
possible” towards a rapid satisfaction of the demands of the
working and peasant masses, and drive out red tape, bureau-
cracy, officialism, and other heritages of the old czarist period
remaining. - - o '

. Comvrade Lenin always pointed out that the Soviet Govern-
ment should be the cheapest government in the world. It is
all the more necessary as the fundamenta! task of the prole-
tariat in the period of revolutionary transformation of capitalist
society to Communist is that the proletariat should utilise its
political rule in order “to gradually take away from the bour-
geoisie all capital, in order to centralise all the means of labeur in
the hands'of the State . . . and increase the mass of productive forces
as rapidly as possible”*).

. Therefore the struggle to cheapen and simplify the State
apparatus, to bring it as near as possible to the working masses
is a struggle for socialism. : :

““In the first place, the strﬁggle for the regime of econolmy
has followed this path of economy in the State and economic
apparatus. | :

The wide participation of millions of Workers and Peasants
in the 'struggie for simplifying thie apparatus of the Soviet State
and for increasing the' socialist accumulation by means of in-
stilling the regime of economy int6 the every-day practice ‘of
our economic management — such is the distinctive featare of
the campaign now being conducted. i

Already in the first circular of the C.C. and C.C.C. of
the C.P.S.U. (b), “On the Regime of Economy”, it was poin-
ted out that “campaigns can only be successful in the event of
the widest masses of workers and peasants, and above all, our
entire Party, being drawn in”.

And indeed the participation of the -working and peasant
masses in the campaign is extending continuously. This is
testified firstly by the revival in the work of the productive
(workers) conferences in the factories and secondly the large
number of letters on the regime of economy. being received by
our papers from worker znd viilage correspondents. Our papers

*) From the resolutions of the' XIV. Congress of: the
C. P. S. U. (b). .

erest which #hould .bé evoked -

- secondly,

are fyll of Jetters (concerning unnecessary expenditure, bad: mana-
gement, jinilated staffs in our institutions, efc.),. which: have at-
tacked uneconomical expenditure of the national resources, in-
expedient ‘expenditure of money, working hours," etc. .

In the productive’ conferences, which meet in every ‘factory,
the ‘workers jointly ‘with’ the management (president$ of ‘trusts,
directors, technical ‘directors, etc.), and - the engiﬁeé‘ting' staft
discuss all Kinds of mieasures directed towards reducing expen-
diture, decreasing ‘Gverhead ‘charges, cheapening the cost ‘of pro-
duction, by means of economising in fuel; raw materials, -auxi-
liary -material$, reorganisation of the productive ‘processes and
methods of manuiacture; ra¥ionalisation of internal factory trans-
port, etc. ‘ v o 1 £

In. the- productive conferences, the workers discuss the
existing methods.of work,. point out the existing defects inthe.
productive and administrative work, and introduce - practical
proposals as to the means for removing these defects. The wor-
kers point out -unproductive ‘expenditure not justified by anv
economic considerations. The' workers indicate those places
in .the ecomomic "activity of the factory ‘or trust, where
the regime of economy should first and foremost be put
into force. Besides all other things, the productive con-
ferences bring tremendous advantage in the way of marking out
the workers who arg most developed and have the best under-
standingy of productiéd §n Order ithat they uhay* bs ‘promoated”to
leading' .econcniic 4nd "productive posts.” i

The proposals made by workers throvgh the economic con-
lerences, when' pat: into” force, Have enabled many millions of
roubles to be saved throughout the vast territory of the U.S.S.R.

It is very important to observe that one of the instructions
issued by the Party and Soviet authorities in the struggle for
econonty is that “the fundamental aim of the regime of economy
— the development: of socialist industry — cannot be realised
without improving the material position and culturdl level of
the working class”. - g I

~ Therein lies the substantial’ difference between the campaign
for economy conducted-in the U. S. S. R. and in bourgeois
chuntries. There;, thé struggle. for reorganisafion, the tight
against losses ‘ultimately amounts to increasing unemployment
(Germany), to increasing working houts- (Italy), to making the
material conditions of labour worse. In the U. S. S. R, the
campaign for economy has thé object, firstly, of extending in-
dustry (which should lead to a decrease of unemployment) and
1 to improving the material position of the working
class. :

The struggle for economy is at the same time the struggle
for better wages, for better ocultural . and living conditions of
the working class. The more extensive the economic front, the
more economy, the. more thrifty the expenditure of resources,
the greater will- be . the possibilities for extending the coun-
struction of workers’ housing; so much less will there be
unemployment, so much wider will be the netwerk of workers’
evening ‘schools, ‘and so' much better will be the actual con-
ditions* of labour with regard to safety precautions and the
struggle against industrial accidents. '

The execution of this general instruction of the Party for
the steady “improvement of the material position and cultural
level of the working class” should help the carrying out of
a sérict 1lgsgime of economy throughout the whole of the
U. S S. R ; ,

The preliminary results of the first stage of struggle for

economy show ‘us the following figures in respect to the re-

duction of unproductive expenditure: in 57 trusts and 12 syn-
dicates on an ail-Union scale (trusts and syndicates under the
jurisdiction of the S. E. C. of the U. S. S. R)) 45,167.000 roubles
have been marked out for reduction; according to local: in-
dustry, the total sum economised reaches 10,258465 roubles
(these figures are up to July 1st, 1926). _

Of ‘course, the campaign for the regime of economy in
industry does not stop at these figures. Industry should give the
State not a score but'a hundred million roubles per vear econo-
mised, thanks’ o more rational organisation of affairs and the

saving of superfluous’ expenditure. But the struggle for economy

is not merely limited to industry. The total amount economised

*y Communist Manifesto.
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throughout cooperation, trade, transport, the State apparatusy
etc., has mot yet been reckoned up. But here also it is & questiorr -

not of scores but of hundreds of millions.

The manifesto of the Government:-and, of; the C. C:’ andMhe;

C. C. C. of the C. P. S. U. (b) de\ﬁxnhtefy points out: “Our econo-
mic. and administrative apparatuses-swallow up about two milli-
ards roubles per year. lhere are no grounds for doubting that
these millions expended could be.reduced to 300—400 and thus
acquire additional resources for industry”.

It we analyse at whose eXpense this economy is achieved,
we: see that: the .regime of economy:is above all conducted ‘in
administrative-economic expenditure (Salaries of boards of trusts,
syndicates, cooperative organisations,. etc.) and trading expen-
diture (abolition of superfluous trading institutions, reductions
of staif in trading apparatus), and ‘in- the maintenance of the-state
apparatus. - BN R

Here the reduction of expenditure is effected by liquidating
. duplication of work, decreasing’ inflated 'staffs, liquidating un-
necessary trading departments, reducing work in the State
apparatus, -simplifying: and improving the system of accoun-
tancy, etc. - . e

Then throughout the whole front of struggle in the factories
and workshops the campaign for economy
respect to ’fue{: raw material and auxiliary materials. Waste pro-
duct hithepto not wutilised s now made wse of. A struggle is

is conducted - in .

-‘~_bqing"§L§1duCted to improve the technique of work, to accelerate

theproductive process and to reduce the cost of the product
turned out. .

:+" They yegimetof peonomy:demands from our economic organs
the realisation of reserves of machinery material, etc., not requi-
red for the given economic unit, an acceleration of the turnover
of capital, and greater mobility in_the realisation of production
and the purchases of raw materials of the required quality. The
regime of economy demands the abelition: of high surcharges
on the products turned out, .through .superflucus “middlemen”
stages in the trading and cooperative apparatus.

. Aiter our economic system will, to use the words of our
late Comrade Dzershinsky, “clean up its. own house”, the wheels
of ‘our economic organisation will work more rapidly, more
accurately and more economically.

And thereiff® lies the guarantee of success in our struggle
for that .edifice of socialism which we are constructing in the
U.:S. 8. R: brick by brick.=4 .~ oo, ST E
° "And it' is-in’ this “struggle for -increasing socialist” accu-
mulation with the object of industrialisation; for simplifying the
apparatus, for improving the material and living conditions of
the working class and bringing the working and peasant masses
into this struggle that the main conception of the economy camni-
paign is to be found.
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Appendix.
- Statistical Data from the Soviet Union.
I . H. Turnover of the Commission-Business of Me Sovact Uman'
Industry. Economic Year 1924/25,
AR ' in mill. roubles
Ecoi u:“Y g w:,?ezf/% : State Coaperative Private  Total
il co R 1st haif year . 16960 23098 14812 57978
5 percemt . . 344 300 - 25T “100,0
2 g <§  2nd half year 27040 27536 21563 7613
z 3 Sg perceint . 35,5 36,2 282 | 100}
= & s £2 Years dotal 47000 50634 36475 134109
; 2 & & =% percent 35,0 378 272 1008
Industry . .. 148 2. 97,1 2453 1160 Economic Year 1925/26.
Construction of great electrlaty works 4206 — 420 168 in mill. roubles
Transport . ... . . . . 449 1190 1639 833 State  Cooperative Private Total
Eoonormc Year 1924/25. Ist half year . 3492,0 41555 2632,(2) 10;9.40‘7
ill. o petcent . . 338 40,2 00,0
. rowHIes& ond hal year U0 B 2602 10540’7
= o - ‘perdent . 338 - 402 260
Z 2 . .§  Years total 6810 0 53364 20681 4
2 : = =E percent 338 402 26,0 1000
S = 5
2 g & It 11
Industry . . .2451 944 3395 160,9 Increase of the Foreign Trade of the Soviet Union with the
Construction of great elec’mcny works 433 — 433 173 most Important Countries.
Transport . c e . 738 152,1 2259 101,2 Economic Year 1925/26.
Economlc Year 1925/26. Total of Commercial turnover . 1420 mill roubles
in mill. roubles of which approx.: 750 mill. roubles represent imports
& 675 mill. roubles represent exports
= g - Economic year 1924/25. ,
E = ‘§§ Total of comumercial turnover . . . 1287,8 mill. roubles
’; 3 s f& of which approx.: 567,6 mill. roubles represent imports
5 5 s LE 720, ,2 mill. roubles represent exports
4 o = oo
Industry 828 1965 779,3 410,6 According to Countries.
Construction of great electrlcxty works 67,1 2,0 69,1 18,1 Economic Year 1924/25.
Transport S1TL1 26606 4377 2428 Total imports over European frontiers . 633 mill. roubles
Economlc Year 1926/217. ‘ of whlch8 - bl ; E
. 1 107,8 mill. roubles came from England
in mill. roubles . 006 N N ., Germany
= - _ 1883 ’ ’ ' »  the United States
= g =8 Total exports . . . . . . . 507,8 mill roubles
2 S - f& of which:
z 2 E 23 185,4 mill. roubles went+to England
z 4 = =5 870 » " " ' Germa_ny
Industrie . . . 5798 2300 8098 4448 22, = » » the United States
Construction of great electncrty works 90,0 — 90,0 45,0 IV.
Transport .. . - 371,71 1351 506,8 2275
I Lover Network and MembersU of the Co-operatives of the Soviet
. nion.

1. Total turnover of commercial and industrial undertakings of
the Soviet Union.

Economic Year 1924/25.
in mill. roubles

State  Cooperative Private Total
Ist half year . 4488,0 2531,0 1943,2 8062,2
percent . 50,1 28,2 21,7 100,0
2nd half year 5712,0 2889,0 2809,9 114109
percent . . 50,1 253 24,6 100,0
Year’s total . 10200,0 5420,0 4753,1 20373,1
percent 50,1 20,6 23,3 100,0
' Economic Year 1925/26.

in mill. roubles
State  Cooperative Private Total
Ist half year . 7312,0 43335 3509,6 15155,1
percent . . 48,2 28,6 23,2 100,0
2nd hali year . 7312,0 4333,5 3509,6 15155,1
percent . 48,2 28 6 23,2 1090,0
year’s total . 14624,0 866’7‘0 7019,2 30310,2
percent 48,2 28,6 23,2 100,0

On the 1st October 1925 ist October 1926

28 2 £ 23

i EE £° gk

2° =X g° 2%
Consumers’ co-operatives 25,536 9,347,303 27,438 11,401,708
Agricultural ' 37 920 5,400,000 40,200 7,138,152
Producers ' 11 ,052 519,174 11,227 589,173
Total . 14,508 15,266,477 78,865 19,129,033

The Most Important Figures for the Consumers’ Co-operatives.

1st October 1st October
1925 1926

Total of the associations . 25,536 27,438

of which:

Town workers 1,469 1,400

transport |, 39 38

rural workers .. 24,028 26,000
Total of the coop. shops . . 50,961 57,719
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.of wehich: - gt C V.
town workers . 12,828 13,963 Expenditure for Construction of Dwellings in the Soviet Uniom.
transpert ,, 1,736 1,900 Economic Year 1923/24 Ecenomic Year 1924/25
runal warkers 36,397 41,856 é g"
Total of the members 0,377.303 11,401,708 e s g 3
] s £l =
of which: e : B oz 3 & oz
Town workers 3,660,703 4,216,708 2 2 & 2 & Pt
transpoot workers . . 640,000 .685,000 Agricult dwellings and .
rural workers . . . . . . . . 5040000 650.000 outhouses construc-
tion . 2370 2630 5000 2420 2680 510,00

Lower Network of the Agriculfural Cooperatives of the Soviet
Union (exclusive :Ukfaine).

1st Oct. 1925 1st Oct. 1926

5 5

Q. -2 - w2

2o ‘oﬂE) 3 o.8

£:  f: % &2

3. S = o

Zo . Zo Zo. . Z o
Agricultural co-operatives . 5,044 437,200 5,000 565,488
Agricultural credit co-op. . 9,360 2,692,800 9,500 3,616,704
Collective undertakings . . 6,718 137526 7,000 ' 164,052
Dfiry- co-operatives 50206 833986 5500 1,118,880
Other agricult. co-op. . 3820 313,688 4500 405,720
Husbandry a. Timber co-op. 1,638 448,000 2,000 77,616
Total . . 31,600 4,500,000 33,500 5,948,460

Lower Network: of the Prodacers Co-operatives of the Various
Centrals.

- - -

1st Oct. 1925 1st Oct 1926
58 58 55 5%
ZzS z3 zs z's
Central Federation of pro-
ducers’ co-op. . . . . 3736 321,004 6,608 375,323
Central Federation of #im-
ber co-op. . . . . . 1252 04688 1213 110421
Central Federation of co-op. -
fishering . . . . . . 243 37,216 . 271 39,519
Central Federation of hun-
ters’ coop. . . . . . 671 25,000 570 28,000
Wiko . : 3,150 41565 2565 35910
Total . . 11,052 519,174 11,227 589,173

System of Co-operative Unions of the Soviet Union Number of

Federations.
1st October, 1925  1st October 1926
Consumers’ co-operatives . . 259 : 241
Agricultural co-operatives . . . . 371 375
Producers’ co-operatives . . . . 180 189
Total . 810, 805

Turnover of the Co-operatives of the Soviet Union in Millions
_-Roubles. .

(Total turnover of the co-operatives with the exception of the
- dwellings co-operatives.)
Economic Year Economic Year

1024/25 1925/26

Consumers’ co-operatives 3788 6305
Agricultural co-operatives . 1178 2122
Producers’ co-operatives 410 1017
Total . 5376 9444

Constmcfior; 6i E
dwellings in towns . 50,5 66,0 1165

Economic Year 1925/26

1443 1040 2483
Economic Year 1926/27

) g %
*.E" ] .'g =
= 2 = -
8 _ ER
=l ~ = =
i 5 3 : 5 =
z - = z & &
Construction of agri-
cultural dwellings and -
outhouses . 2460 273,0 5190 2555 2825 5380
Construction of
dwellings in towns . 248,0 1550 403,0 201,0 180,6 471,6

Co-operative Conpstruction of Dwellings.

Economic Year 1924/25 approximately 34 mill. roubles
Economic Year 1926 approximately 45 mill. roubles
Of which out of the own means of the Lower Co-operatives:
Economic Year 1925 approximately 4 mill. roubles
Economic Year 1926 . . . approximately 6!/, mill. roubles

VI.
Social Insurance.

Total expenditure . . . . .- . . . 452,072,000 roubles
Total expenditure without funds for medical ‘
treatment e e e e e 169,349,000 ,,
Total number of sick people treated (sanatoria etc.) about
350,000. In the years 1925/26 the Central administration of the
social insurance (along with the People’s Commissariat for
Health etc.) possesses 3045 beds with 14,008 cases in the season.

VIL

Development of the membership of the trade unmions Qi the
Soviet Union.

1. April 1924 1. April 1925 1. April 1926

Total . . . 5,822,600 6,950,400 8,768,200 .
Land and forest workers 297,000 497,600 922,300
Miners . 294,900 282,200 387,100 -
Wood workers . 127,800 175,000 158,500
Leather workers . 94,400 109,500 119,100, ;
Metal workers 531,100 618,400 782,100
Food workers . 275,700 341,800 423,100 .
Railway workers . 469,500 805,500 971,000
Building workers . 211,900 316,600 535,500
Textile workers 520,400 624,100 773,000 -
Chemical workers . 162,400 180,700 225,300 .
Garment workers 57,300 65,100 58,400
VIIL

Development of the Membership of the C. P. of the Soviet Union.
On the 1st January 1924

Members 328,500
Candidates . 117,500
Total . . 446,000

" of which:

440% were Workers
-28,8% were Peasants
27,2% were Employees
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On the 1st January 1925 Membership of the Young Communist League of the Soviet Union.
LoMembers . . it g nniea e 401,481 * s . : 702.000
: 1924 . : 2
Candidates . . . . . . . .. 339@36 1925 L 1,424,178
Total . 741,117 1926 tst Aprll 1,878,401
of which: - k
57,9% were Workers Membership of the Pioneers of the Soviet Unign. -
P
-25,3% were Peasants PR SR 200.000 -
*14,9% were Employees 1 July 192477 SR ,
1,9% were other categories . A uly 1925 v oo 1,460,663
SO : . BN I T i Coe e ©:21,832507
T .. On.the 1st January.1926 T July 19267 832
Members e e e e e 592,143 . .. goeiisarans o Degains s py oA g
s v of'which: Dlstrlbutlon of Students lin, the Sovret Umon accordmg to
62,6% were Workers Nationalities.
iggé 35;2 gg?;ﬁ?;zs (Informa.txons are obtained from 71 universities.)
1,6% were other ca?tégories ‘ Out i 99,257 stuxdents there are
Candidates : : 410,346 Grest” Russians . 3,030 - : Marijzen 88
: ' ich: Ukrdinians < © .‘ £2,099 - = Georgians 167
of which: White Russians . . .7 1,377 ° Armenians 084
50,5% were Workers Poles . . . . .- 608 Turks R 63
31,4% were Peasants Jews..... wioe . .o (14,555, Ossetins . S v . 257
I 14,9% were Employees . thhuamans R U [ .Ka.ralms . ..., 28
2,2% were other categories Letts. - I 675 - -Tatars . B I ¢
» e Germauns 532“ . . Baschkirs .. .. 4
_ Total 1,002,489 Finns . 37... Tschuwaschs. -~ 415
il On ‘the lsf April 1926 Votjaks a— 88. . Kirgises - . 39
R EI . ‘ S— Karelians i ... i..-38 + Usbeks : . 17
. " A Total . 1,045,702 Esthonians 281 Jng:lkutsk e e 3g
) , Syrjenians . ) 102 abwiks .. e oo oA
NP Oi whiich: ' Permjaks . . Burjits . 22
' . 6%702 ‘were Members Mordvins 179 Bulgarians 37
419,087 were Candidates
Membership of the Trade Unions of the Soviet Union on fhe 1st Apnl 1926.
é %’ 2L )
2 a £ - = o3
P & g z = . & . =¥
o = 5 & e = L
1. Paper workers 38,652 1,953 543 41,148 10017 - 1,926
2. Miners . 360,965 18,741  T417 387,126 36,912 15,506
3. Metal workers 715526 47,252 19,395 782,173 00531 - 42,824
4. Printers . 99,138 . ;. 10,691 701 - 110,530 . 27,376 . 7,690
5. Textile workers 739,603 28,007 4,807 . 773,107 420,648 37,785
6. Chemical workens 203,762 14,163 = 7435 225,360 67,352 14,162
7. Garment workers 51,289 © 16,171 -~ 943 . .68403 . 39,817 5,377
8, Railway workers 907,196 46,924 22954 977,074 87,487 18,359
9. Municipal workers . 200580 26427 1,000 228,097 43,790 3,321
10. Wood workers 131,650 24587 " 2339 158, 576 21899 5,498
11. Leather workers . 100,194 17,634 1,295 119 123 16,983 8,265
12. Food workers - 333,077 . 86,234 = 3,842 423,153 95,148 13,736
13. Boatmen . . . . 06,303 53,886 4,406 154,595 9,620 3,999
14. Transport workers . 143,044 29,321 381. 173,246 - 14,8606 1,239
15. Distributive workers . . 144,342 50,323 352 195,017 - 143,474 9,600
16. Land and Forest workers . 716,519 177,088 28,687 922,204 137,484 57,465
17. Sugar workers RN 63,831 35,330 1,856 101,017 . 19,183 3,799
18.'Building workers . . . 215484 210,478 10,029 535,901 27,036 13,006
19. Post, Telegraph and telephon workers . 99,873 10,875 1,231 111,979 31,668 544
20. Artistic workers . . . 60,480 16,304 . 4,456 81 330 . 28,176 1,272 .
21. Medicine and Hospltal workers . 355,106 54,356 33,234 442,696 277,200 1,217
22. Educational workers .o 581,434 59,250 46,195 686 870 374,387 3,910
23. State and Private Employees . . 004,497 . 145,729 19,107 1069 333 190,162 , 16,344
Total in the whole of the Sov}et Union . ——— —— ——- -
of which in the R. S. F. S. R. . 1,362,545 1,182,507 * 223,195 8768‘247 2,217,225 286,153
5,321,900 . 171 100 6346000

83,100
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