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INTRODUCTION:

The, present situation. presents a picture of serious crises
and convuision of capitalism. Developments during the last few
months show very clearly the instability and inner-weakness of
the relative stabifisation of capitalism. The mighty struggle of
the British miners against the coal magnates which developed
with elemental force imto a general strike against the bour-
geoisie and the government o'% the British Empire, introduces
a new epoch in the liberatign struggle of the international
working ¢lass. It demonstrates that capitalism even in one of
its strongholds, the mighty and victorious state of Great Britain
is _already so sick that it can no longer keep its economic system
gaing except at the expense of thé impoverishment of its wage
slaves.. It demonstrates that in 'the struggle between labour
and -capital even the presumably most democratic government
of the world becomes inevitably the representative of the profit
and domination interests of the capitalists amd the inexorable

open enemy of Athe working- clags. Through thxs experience  the
British working class begins. to form -part of the united ‘front
of the international proletariat against capitalism: -and - im-
perialism. The Locarno collapse, . Pilsudski’s- coup . d’etat-idns
Poland, a country whose economic system. is shattered :and-whose.
impulahom is discontented and in a state of ferment, the evers:
growing acuteness of the financial government crisis in France;
the popular miovement for the expropriation of the -ex-Ruling
Houses in Germany, caused by the impudent aggresSiveness . of
monarchism, the growth of fascism in Czechoslovakia, the new '
wiave of lascism in ltaly, the raging White Terror in the Balkans,
Poland, Esthonia, etc. — all ‘these phenomena taken separately
and in conjunction herald the advent of a2 new wiave of most acute
class struggles. The colonial wars in Morocco and Syria, the
smouldering discontent in the Eastern countries which again
and again breaks into a flame, but above all the great national-
revolutionary liberation struggle in China are a serious menace
to capitalism in one of its last and strongest positions — the
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East, through the great conflict with the oppressed colonial and
semi-colonial peoples which is imminent.

In all these struggles working women are called upon to
play an- impertant ‘role. . R

They, who represent one half of all the oppressed and ex-
ploited, suffer doubly anddrebly under the capitalist offensive and
the tyranny of the bourgeoisie. It would-seem that there is every
reasog for them to march at the head of the liberation struggle
of the proletariat. And indeed all the struggles, including the
very recent ones, aré a testimony of the class comsciousness and

the_revplutionary. activity of .large sections of working women. -

Wowen have not only been active in the straggle for immediate

economic -and social political demands, in the defence of their.

children’s daily bread, in the struggle for employment, higher
wages, and mother and. child care, against hi-g&g prices and the
burden of taxation, — they have also done their share bravely
in the political campaigns, in the struggle against war and fas-
cistn, in the big popular movements for the expropriation of the
ex-Ruling Houses in Germany, for the extension of peoples’
rights through the Constituent Assembly in China.

‘However, none of these movements have embraced the
female masses to a sufficient extent. It is true that Comimunists
temporarily “succeeded in bringing working women — on' the
accasion of almost all- bigger actions — into the struggle for
definite class demands. But it is also true that the influence
whiclr ‘they ‘had gained over the working women soon waned
after the movement had died down. Time after time the female
masses threw themselves spontaneously into the movement in a
truly revolutionary fashion in places where the Party was too
weak to lead and dominate the action. But in many cases Com-
munist influence was not even strong enough to get away
any appreciable number of working women from the influence
ah%,l leiadership of the bourgeoisie. The results of parliamentary
elections in Great Britain, Germany and Czechoslovakia where
the Conservatives, nationals, and clericals owe their great suc-
cesses to the female vote, the number of women members in the
Communist Parties compared with the number of working
women and also with the number of women members of’ the
Social Demlocratic Party and even of bourgeois pparties, all this
combined is convincing proof that the influence of our opponents
gn working ‘womten ‘is still much stronger than Communist in-

uence. :

The bourgeoisie is fully aware of the importance of an
alliance with ‘the working women to the preservation of its class
domination. Every means is good enough for the bourgeoisie
and its lackeys, the Social Democrats, to deceive working women
as' to their true interests, and to alienate them from their own
class. Just lately there has been in this respect a certain change
in bourgeois tactics. Whilst formerly the enemies of the working
class endeavoured to keep women away from politics and public
life; they realise today more and more the impossibility to keep
women out of politics in view of the growing politisation of the
working class in-general and the growing acuteness of the class
struggles in particular. Having come to the conclusion that the
revolutionisation of the masses cannot stop short at the working
women, the bourgeoisie prefers to take upon itself the initiative
for women’s politisation. By such means they reckon to divert
this pracess into channels : where instead of being a menace
to ‘them it might temporarily strengthen the bourgeois position
to the detriment of the working class. The less enlightened the
mass of working women, the more suitable they are in the
eyes of the bourgeoisie to do its counter-revolutionary jobs.

In this period the struggle for the capture of the women is
one of the characteristic features of the concentration of forces
in the camp of the bourgeoisie. It is not enough for the bour-
geoisie that bourgeois women join the parties and organisations
of their class and take an active part in their policy, — it
makes systematic efforts to capture and misuse the women of
the working class in the interests of its own policy.

_This is the explanation for the coqueting of the bour-
geoisie and particularly of the clericals with women’s franchise,

for instance in France and Belgium, also for the introduction.

of a limited women’s franchise in Italy by Mussolini, on the one
hand for propertied women and on the other hand for “na-
tionally-minded” women. By such means fascism works among
women in favour of recognised strike-breaking organisations.

International _Press Correspo_g@en?e

No. 69

Similar symptoms are Flora Drummond’s “Women’s Empire
Guild” in Great Britain which weeks before the outbreak of
the British strike mobilised against strikes bourgeois women
together with miners’ wives for a big demonstration “for .eco-
nomic peace”, and also the “Women’s United Front” in Norway
for which bourgeois elements together with the Social Demo-
crats have drawn up a programme of action for women.

Adopting other forms, but pursuing. the same aims as the
bourgeoisie, the Social Democrats endeavour to impede the
revolutionisation-process among women or to divert it into ofther
channels. After the II. International had dropped .the once re-
volutionary demands and methods for the politisation of working
women which were on its programme for decades, it has re-
cently begun to intensify its political activity among womemn.
The International Women’s Conference in Hamburg in 1923 .wzs
the first step and that of Marseilles the second and still more
deliberate step in this direction. The formation of a Women’s
Committee in the Executive of the IL International, the re-intro-
duction of the International Women’s Day after the ten-years
pause, paralléel with it the foundation and activisation of an
International Wamen’s Committee in the Amsterdam Trade Union
Federation, the establishment of the International Womgn’s Co-
operative Guild through the reformist London Co-operative Al-
liance, are all of them manoeuvres to prevent by sham actions
and sham suocesses the female masses who are beginning to show
signs of activity from going.over into the camp of oconsistent
class struggle, of revolution and Communism.

The Communist International must fully realise the po-
litical importance of these phenomena and must arrange its
tactics accordingly. If the Comintern means to capture the bour-
geois positions among the female masses, if it wants to prevent
the enemies of the working class gaining new ground, it will
have to adopt for its activity among working women more
active, clear-cut systematic and clever methods than hitherto,
in order to bring the female miasses into the revolutionary united
front under Communist leadership, and in order to make them
an active force of the revolution instead of an impediment to it.

Activity of the Women’s Department of the E. C. C. 1. and of the
Sections and its Results.

1. The Third Internaticnal Communist Women’s Conference
issued two main directions: firstly, the Sections and the E.C.C. 1.
were to endeavour to make Communist work among women
not only the business of the women comrades, but also the
business of the Parties as a whole. In connection with this,
war was to be made on the traditions of isolating the work
among women, and this work was to be closely linked up with
the general Party work and the tasks of the working class.

Secondly, in connection with the reorganisation of the Par-
ties on a factory nucleus basis, the sections were to transfer
their work among the female masses concentrating on. the cap-
ture of the most important sections among them — the working
women in the factories and trade unions.

The resolution of the Org. Bureau of the E.C.C.I, May,
1925, supplemented former decisions by minute instructions for
the adequate organisational construction:of the Party apparatus
for work among women and for organisational forms and me-
thods for the capture of the mrasses. :

Inner Party Results.

2. Since the V. World Congress considerable progress was
made in almost all the sections with the construction, develop-
ment and reorganisation of the Party apparatus for work among
women. Retrogression was noticeable only in the Balkans and
in the Border States as a result of White Terror. Leadership
and control, of the work through the Party executives was more
effective and the result of this was satisfactory, as shown parti-
cularly in this year’s Women’s Day Campaign for which mil-
lions of working women in town and country were mobilised
in 16 Western and some FEastern countries. :

3. The greatest impediment to successiul work on a large
scale was aiter all the relics of backward petty-bourgeoiis ideo-
logy with which large Party circles — from the bottom and
right to the top — are still afflicted, an ideology according te
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which women ought not to have anything to do with politics.
The result of such backward ideas is lack of understanding for
the necessity of political work among women. Ideological con-
fusion, however in another form, was a wrong interpretation of
the instruction re the definite linking up for the work among
weomen with the general Party work. Thus, for instance, in
Germany, during the period following the Frankiurt Party Con-
gress, the idea prevailed in many districts that special work
among women and special organs for this work are superfluous
and harmful. In some places this led even to the complete dis-
bandment of the existing women’s agitation commissions. Similar
inoods and tendencies made their appearance also in the C.P.
of Czechoslovakia in the national Women’s Committee and in the
Reichenberg district in connection with the Party crisis. Almost
everywhere the absence of a clear attitude based on principle
kesulted in indifference and passivity. In many sections this was
one of the causes of the inadequacy of efiorts and successes
with respect to the capture of the working women in the factories.

The Political Mobilisation of the Female Masses within the
Framework of the Tasks of the Party as a Whole.

4. The E.C.C.1. and the sections paid more attention than
before to the capture of the female masses. In the course of
mumerous. important campaigns it was possible to mcilise large
sections of women for the s.ogans of the Party, as for instance
in Great Britain during the present mass strike, in Germany
fin connection with the ex-ruling houses expropriafion campaign,
in France in connection with the Douarnenez strike, the Mu-
‘nicipal elections and the struggle against the Morocco war,
in Czechoslovakia in connection with the campaign against pro-
tective tariffs and heavy taxes, in Italy in connection with the
struggle against Fascism, in Sweden and Norway in conmnection
with the gigantic lockouts, in Chima in connection with the
struggle ‘against imperialist intervention and for indepzndence,
in Japan in comnnection with the campaign for a change in the
constitution in favour of women’s dranchise. On all these oc-
‘casions the demands of the womep were connected with the
igeneral interests of the working class, and a united front was
lpractically established by cleverly linking up these demands
with other pressing needs.

5. In various countries successful organisational forms of
the united front were adopted, be it in the direction of bringing
Wworking women into closer contact with their male fellow
workers, as for instance in France where working women and
‘working men’s wives as well as peasant women, were dtiawn
into the workers and peasants congresses against the Morocco
War, or as in Germany where women took an active part in
the unity committees for the expropriation of the ex-ruling
houses, or in the direction of nallying working women cf
various tendencies in non-Party women’s organisations or organs
for the struggle carried on wider class slogans. Such examples
are the women’s departments in the British Minority Movement,
the Widows and Mothers Commmittees against War in France,
the Red Womens and Girls League in Germany, the Housewives
Leagues in Norway, etc., but above all the inifiation of women’s
delegate meetings in Germany, Great Britain and Finland.

6. In a few cases attempts were made towards a united
front with female masses under oppoment leadership for the
purpose of carrying out definite campaigns — for instance in
France for the struggle against the Morocco war and in con-
‘nection with the Women’s Conference of the II. Internatiomal in
Marseilles, in China ‘in the liberation struggle against the im-
'perialist front, in Switzerland in the campaign for women’s
franchise, in Czechoslovakia and Great Britain for joint celebra-
tion of the International Women’s Day. But only in Great
Britain it was possible, thanks to preliminary work among the
masses, to induce Women’s Co-operative Guilds and Local
‘Women’s Sections of the Labour Party to joint action with the
Communists.

7. On the other hand there were many cases when the
sections showed their incapacity to utilise big international and
national campaigns for the mobilisation of the female masses.
Thus, for instance, not a single section has been able to make
the fullest possible use of the slogan of international trade union
unity for the initiation of a broad movemeni among the mass
of working women. Careful observation of the policy and the
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methods of our opponents and systematic reaction to them were
rare.. Adtempts to link up everyday slogans with. the “ultimate
aims of the Communists were not always successful and it
irequently happened that the Parties had not enough political
and organisational forces to make use of favourable situations
for the extension and consolidation of their influence over the
female miasses. Above all the sections hardly ever succeeded in
keeping in touch with the female masses they had mobilised
for some definite action and in securing permanent leadership
over them. Thus, for instance the C.P.Cz. which utilised the
indignation of the women folk in the movement against high
prices, did not use this advantage systematically and did not
deveicp it into an organised action. Although in France much
symipathy accrued to the Communist Paity among large sections
of women in_connection with the big strikes and important po-
litical campaigns, the Party did not have sufficient forces to
aftach to itseli organisationally the women whom it had aroused.
The C.P. of Germany suffered a serious set back at the Hinden-
burg election when the mass of petty bourgeois but also part
of 'the: proletarian women went 1into the nationalist camp be-
cause the Party, as a result of its uttely erroneous tactics, also
failed to understand the importance of the capture of the female
masses, and did not take the neoessary political and organisa-
tional measures for this.

Capturing Working. Women in the Factories and Trade Unions.

8. The question of capturing working women in the facto-
ries as the most important section of working women, which
since the V. World Congress should have been the main feature
of Party work, is still 1ts weakest point. Today there is hardly
a section prepared to question the enormous importance of the
task with respect to connecting the Party with the female masses
in the process of production where they form a natural unmited
iront “with the men of their class. Nevertheless, this theoretical
recognition has not yet expressed itself to a sufficient extent in
practice in the form of purposeful, systematic activity and suc-
cesses woith mentioning in the factonies. Because of inadequate
collaboration between the Women’s Department and the Org
and Trade Union Departments the general Party forces and
particularly the factory nucleus executives were not sufficiently
utilised also for the mobilisation of working women. On the
other hand the Womens Departments themselves lacked frequently
the necessary initiative and activity as organs of the Party to
make definite practical tasks, included- in the general organisa-
tional plan of the Party, penetrate into big enterprises employing
women’s labour. ’

Consequently the reorganisation of the Parties on a factory
nucleus basis has had as yet little effect on the reorganisation
of work among women. This work has not yet fully divested
itseli of its “housewife character”, particularly in the weaker
Parties. It is true that in various countries such as Germany,
Great Britain, France, Haly, Poland, also Austria, in some
districts, industries and enterprises an energetic factory nucleus
aetivity was developed among the working women, which re-
sulted in the numerical growth of the factory newspapers and
in the development of the working women correspondents’ ‘mo-
vement. This work however is as yet quite unsystematic and its
organisational successes are but small.

Most Sectionsfailed to appoint — as planned out — wosmen’s
organisers. in the factory nuclei. Neither did they issue do the
nuclei practical instructions for work among the masses. Only
in Haly and Poland there are in the factories circles of sy
pathising working women, attached to the nuclei for the purpose
of spreading Party influence among the masses.

. 9. Trade Union work, the paramount importaince of which
for the capture of the majority of the working class was for a
long time not fully recognised by many Parties and which even
now is mot estimated everywhere at its full value in spite of
the important role played by the slogan of international trade
union umity within the framework of the entire work“of the
Comintern, has been practically neglected with respect to working
women. There was hardly anywhere systematic work for the
organisation and proper instruction of Communist fraction work
in the trade unions. Not even in the Red Trade Unions (France,
Czechoslovakia), was this work taken in hand systematically
and according fo a definite programme. In Germany there have
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been. just 2 few cases of Communists penetrating into the wide-
spread’trade union working women’s commissions and gaining
influence there..

. In Great Britain alone, where the movement for trade union
unity originatéd ‘and was given expression in the Anglo-Russian
Unity Commiittee, the Party succeeded to ensure comsiderable
active support on the part of the working women for the slogan
of International Trade Union Unity. Within the framework of
the trade union Minority Movement efforts were made to form
Wornen’s departments and to establish collaboration with the
Woinen’s ‘Co-operative Guilds. A big recruiting’ campaign for
women’s inclusion into trade unions was initiated and working
women were mobilised for union with Soviet Russia, fraternis-
ation with the Colonial peoples and for international trade union
unity. i

10. The genéral weakness of the work in factories and ‘trade
unions finds'a réflex in the poor response to the women’s cam-~
paigns' conducted by the Party in factories and trade umions,

1n- inadequate participation of  working ‘women in the delega-

tions to Sowiet Russia and also. in the small munber and influx
of working; women miembers ‘in the C. P:- :

Organisational co-ordination and Leadership of Big Masses.

~11. 'In this period the fitst big and successful ‘attempt was
made . to - consolidate organisationally the political influence of
the Party over large sections of women. ' .

The  most- important and characteristic achievement in 'this’

sphere is the imtiation of women delegate mietings outside
the. Soviet ‘Union, viz. in Germrany, Great Britain and Finland.
Although ithese beginnings had still. many defects, althowgh they
did nmot as- yet rest on the factories and did not develop pe-
riodical - activity, they nevertheless ~were a ‘testimony of "the
Party’s capacity o expend its organisational and political leadsr-
ship to:ever-growing circles of women, rallying them around
the Communist fighting slogans. ' A ’

~ 12."In"4 number of coiitries, new forms of organisation
were adopted for the capture of larger sections of women. These
new forms include the formation of loese circles of sympathisers
arourtd favtory, street or village nuclei in Italy. and Poland, the
Widows, and Mothers Comumiltees against war in France, the
Women Friends of Women’s periodicals in - several countries,
alt of which were a fruitiul ground for Commmunist educational
work and-for the recruitment of new members.

13. The existing non-Party mass organisations, such as

Co-operatives, Red Aid, Workers Religf, etc. were in some
commtries, especially Great Britain, utilised in a more systematic
manter than before for the activisation of women, although not
to--the extent justified by their importance., Apart frotn England
the imiportance of work in the co-operativess was not taken
sufificiently into account. :

14. A new sphere of work was the utilisation of existing

non-Party women’s organisations, which was very suoccessful
particularly in Great Britain and Canada, as was ‘also the

lormation of sympathising women’s onganisations,” above -all,

the Red Women’s and Girl’s League in' Germany, and the
Housewives’ Leagues in Norway which offer many opportunities
for successiul work, but are also fraught with. many sources

of danger if ideological clarity  and purposeful “leadership are.

lacking.

15. The Women’s press too acted as collective orgamniser.
The number of printed and written -women’s periodicals: had
grown, their circulation has increased, they have at their dis-
posal a staff of house to house distributors, women friends and
oorrespondents.

Immediate Tasks. -

16. The experiences of the period just elapsed have shown
that the - practical tasks based on the international decisions
on work among women were put forward corretly. The course
of the work adopted by the E.C.C.I. and its, Women’s ‘Depart-
ment was generally speaking correctly pursued by the Sections.
In as far as the successes achieved were mnot yet satisfactory
greater efforts must be made to enforce this course. In- this
connection ' the main task confronting the Comintern is the in-
dlusion of large sections of women into the united front of the

working class for the struggle against capitalism. In order to be

able to solve this. task successiully the Comintern must during:
this - period take up ‘a definite attitude and must concentrate its
forces systematically on three particularly important tasks which
permeate the entire Party work and must detenmine its course.
Firstly, there must be ideological and practical recognition that:
work among wotmen must be considered by the Parties as an
important partial task in conection with the capture of the
majority of the working class. Secondly, activity among the
masses must - be concentrated on ‘the capture of the working
woiten in the factories and trade. unions. Thirdly, an energetic:
beginning must be made with the preparation and organisation:
of women delegate meetings. . ’ '

17. In order to, create not omly in the Party, but also in,
the entire working class an ideologically clear recognition of the
necessity of political work among women, a systematic con-
tinuous campaign must be carried on in the course of which
it must be conclusively shown on the strength of classical
experience amd concrete examples taken firomi ' the every-day
class struggle how important is the role of working women in
strengthening or weakening the position” of the ‘working” class.
In. conpection with this the Russian experiences should be fully
utilised. : , . Gt Lo

“In order to inciude not only in theory but in ‘practice the
mobilisation of women ‘into the general work of the C.P. and,
the tasks of the working -class, the Party ‘must' be able’ o
show clearly- the ‘close relation. of all Party slogans to the
interests of working Women, making this the strongest point
of its argument. Moreover the struggle for démands which more
directly concern Women must be linked up with alt'thie campaigns
of the working ‘class. /- R :

In the present sitwa‘tion_,'"ch;e ”fo‘l‘lbvx‘ling 'Slog'ans and cam-,
paigns, the . international. importance of which should be
emphasised, occupy. the foreiront. . A

.~ National and internatiomal trade umion ‘unity, in connection ;
with the capitalist offensive; wages and working thours, ‘pro-
tection for working women and unemployment. L.

Struggle against war, fascism and white terror — in some
countries, also the national question in connection with which
national pacifist’ and : othér anti-working’ class influences on
women are to be systematically and concretely paralysed.

_ Solidarity with the oppressed peoples of the Fast. .

. As 4o specific questions suitable for the molbilisation of
even .politically undeveloped sections of women, they are today
n most of - the countries as - follows: high  prices, protective,
tariffs, and heavy taxes, reorganisation ‘and reduction of legisla-
tion for the protection of working women, unemployment, pre-
carious position of men and women civil Serviants, wages
struggles, housing crisis, - worsened ‘provisidns for " social in-
surance, particularly for the care of mothér and child, class
justice against abortions, increased exploitation of home industry
workers, exploitation of children and’' child misery, worse
schooling facilities and school reaction.

All the campaigns on all these questions must lead up to
extensive propagianda for Soviet Russia, as the live example
of ‘proletarian dictatorship, in the course of which campaigns
‘the every-day needs of 'working women should be used to show
'up the incapacity of capitalism to solve these problems, pointing
‘out and proving ‘by examples that the only right solution is
the proletarian solution through the Soviet System. Sympathy
for Soviet Russia and solidarity are to. be strengthened by the
Tublest wtilisation of the reports of the Workers Delegations,
"Dy extensive participation of working women in any further
‘delegations and by a systematic ard extensive press campaign
‘n all Party and labour orgays. In connection with this, news,
‘'other: press 'material, and letters dealing with the life of working
and peasant women and children in the Soviet Union must be
utilised, not only to describe the achievements of the Sowiety
‘Government with respect to women, but also from the viewpoint
'of ‘creative activity on ‘the part of the female masses'themselves,
‘n" the conquest of power and the construction of sgcialism. In
connection with the préss campaigns working women must be
‘encouraged to express themselves about the character of the
‘workers’ and peasants’ State in comparison with their own
‘position in the capitalist State, in the form of press correspon-
dence and lefters to the Russian working and peasant women.
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The organisational results of all campaigns must be in-
clusion’ ¢f -new: sections of waorking women into all  the or-
ganisations and orgdns of the working class’ and the small
peasantry for the defence of their class interests. In this respect
too recruiting “for the trade unions occupies first place.

18. The activity of the capture of working women in the
factories and trade unions must be carried on more systematlcally
and intensively than before. For this punpose the Parties must
draw up concrefe plans of work, including a programme of the
imost important every-day slogans, and also organisational

‘measures for the carrying out of this programme, Care should-

be taken that women Party members be carefully registered
according to the place of their employment and the trade union
to which they belong. Women organisers are to be appointed fo
all nuclei, particularly in big enterprises empioying many women.
The cadres of active Party members in factories and trade unions
are to be systematically instructed with respect to activity among
working women. In connection with this, maximum enocourage-
ment is to be given to initiative and self-activity in the nuclei
and fractions with respect to the utilisation of all possibilities
and application of all possible methods for ‘the mobilisation
of working women.

For the thorough study of the experiences of this as yet
new work a temporary concentration of forces in definite
districts, localities, factories or branches of industry where
conditions are favourable will prove expedient.

The entire propagandist activity must be accompanied by
a communist systematic recruitment of working women for
the trade wnions and the Party. The influx of working women
into the Party and any fluctuations in the social composition
of the female Party membership must be carefully registered and
studied. # '

19. Women delegate meetings represent a specific method
for the organisational coordination of large. sections of woimen,
for their systematic education and activisation in the spirit of
class struggle and Communism. They are a special form of work
among women employed in factories; as far as they rest first
and foremost on idelegates from the factories. But inasfar as
they also bring together for. common action working class
housewives, women home industry and office workers, domestic
servants, etc. in the towns and peasant women and women agri-
cultural labourers dn the rural districts they must be considered
a bromder form of united front and must be utilised accordingly.
As most sections have at least made a beginning with the
construction of factory nuclei, they must now pursue on this basis
the development of this work with the object of organising
women delegate meetings, which must be their immediate prac-
tical ‘task. The organisation and carrying out of women delegate
neetings is to give impetus to the development and concentration
of ‘the Party apparatus for this ¢dsk. Parallel with a broad
inner Party propaganda and instruction with respect to women
delegate meetings, efforts must be made 1o provide the necessary
support for these women delegate meetings above all in factories,
but also in street nuclei, in the rural districts and in proletarian
irass organisations. Delegate meetings must also form the basis
for educational work  on a large scale among the masses. They
must rteceive the slogans of ‘the Party,” must propagate them
and work for them, acting theréby as a lever for drawing ever-
growing masses into action. They must endeavour to enlist
new mentbers for trade unions and co-operatives, etc. and must
draw the most advanced working women. into the Party.

" 20. One of the most important premises for a successful
solution of the main - tasks and " also for carrying out
the work in all other spheres is a well-constructed and
well-functioning Party apparatus for work among women. There-
fore, one of the most pressing tasks confronting all sections is to
build up the women’s departments — from the C.C. of fthe
Party down to the Section executives — thoughout the country
agcording to the directions of the Comintern, seeing to it that
they be organised in a manner which will enable them to link up
targe sections of women with all the campaigns of the Party
and the working class under the leadership of the Party Exe-
cutive and in close collaboration with other departments of the

Party, particularly, the Org, Agitprop and trade union depart-
ments. * i o ey .

" 21.- But attention io-the main tasks of the immediate future
must not make the Parties lose sight of and neglect other pos-
sibilities for successill work. S ©

Side by side with the factories and trade unions, and apart
from the women delegate meetings, other existing mass organi-
sations also serve for the orgamisational consolidation of our
influence among the masses, — first and foremost the co-opera-
tives and also Red Aid, householders;, war victims, International
Workers’ Relief, sport, -peasant, -organisations, etc.

2. The Parties imust use in the same manner the existing
non-Party woimen’s organisations, i.-e. they must penetrate into
them, must form fractions and carry on a systematic activity
in order to get influence over the women organised there.

23. As yet, work among peasant women and women agricul-
tural labourers, has not produced any suoccesses or experiences.
But it must be taken in hand immediately. Work in this sphere
must be initiated by studying the position of these sectioms
of 'women, their needs and demands, in order to create a basis
for experimental practical work in the most suitable places where
favourable opportunities exist. Peasant countries and regions
(France; Italy, Germany, Poland, Slovakia, the Balkans and the
Fast) will have fo lead the way in this respect. ,

24. In order to counteract the activity of our opponents
among the working women and to alienate from them the masses
who are still following them, the sections mmust. study more
systematically and carefillly than before the policy and methods of
Parties and of organisations with a big following of women
and partioularly proletarian women, such as the Social Demo-
crats, clericals and  nationals. The sections must take up a
definite attitude to the programmes, slogans and actions of the
Parties and organisations, and must react emergetically to all
their measures. They miust expose before the eyes of the masses
the political meaning of our opponents, their manoeuvres, all the lies,
hali-heartedness and treachery of the false leaders, in order to
roint out to the masses their true imterests and show them
the way to an effective representation of these interests undes
the leadership.of the Communist Parties. . 0

25. To' cope successfully with the big political and or-
ganisational - tasks connected  with activity among womest, spe-
cial attention must be paid to the formation of a cadre of well:
trained women functionaries, and functionaries for work among
women. This can be donme by systematic Party school work in
the- development of which, the women’s departments must take
an active part. This will help to clarify the attitude of the Panty
towards the work among women. The lower Party organs
and rank and file members will show more understanding for
the instructions of the Party Executive, they.will carry them
out with more precision and will ‘develop more initiative, acti-
vity and political leadership with respect to all questions: which
the everyday class struggle makes imperative. o

26. In order to further international exchange of experiences
and to give a lead to activity in all spheres, the Women’s De-
partment of 4he E.C.C.1, must help and encourage the sections
by placing at their disposal the experiences of our various
sections and above all, those of the C.P.S.U. This_necessitates
the perpetuation and consolidation of the regular connections of
the Women’s Department of the E.C.C.1 with the various
sections. Up and above this, exchange of experiences among
the Sections must be better organised than before. But above
all, the Women’s Department of the E.C.C.1. must make 3c-
cessible to. the Sectioms systematically, comprehensively, and
with “the least possible delay,  the. practical experiences of
the various . countries, any new questions which might arise
and actual events in the sphere of women’s work in our own
and also in the opponent camp, in order that all this miaterial
may be used by the Sections for general Party punposes or. for
the press. Systematic .supply of such material to the international
press and the establishment of an international bulletin for work
among women-throngh the "Women’s Department of the E.C.C. L
under the active.collaboration: of the sections, is an .important
means: for the guidance; consolidation and international linking
up of this work. . .., fr i v o o

§o
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Theses on ‘Comrade Artyukhina’s Speech — ,,Report On‘ Work, of

the C. P. S. U. Amongst the

lutroductofy. .

- 1. The Departments for work amongst working and peasant

women attached to the Party -committees, conduct mass work
amongst the non:Party women workers.. They carry out the
instructions of the Party amongst the wide masses of women
workers and peasants. Their task is to give the working and
peasant women an understanding of the most complicated prob-
lems brought up by our Party. Cen ‘

2. The working and peasant- women’s departments also
have the task of bringing before the Party the tasks and prob-
lems dictated by the special labour and living conditions . of
masses of women. ) ’

3. During the period under report, the Working and Pea-
sant Women’s Depariment of the C. C. of the C. P. S. U. (b)
has brought before the Party a whole number of problems of
a: general, political and economic nature; the question of the
position of female labour in production; the extension.of Party
influence over the ‘scattered strata of toiling women (worker’s
wives, teachers, etc.) the opening up of creches and clinics in
the villages; the freeing of working women from worry about
their children both during the wotking hours in the factory,
and also during the time of their social work.

"' 4. The question of female labour in production was put
forward in connection with the fact that a tendency for de-
creasing the percentage of womien in industry had been noticed.
A number of measures taken by theé Party and the Soviet autho-
rities' catised a definite move forward and as a result of two
year’s work, considerable attainments are to be recorded in
this field. ‘o L
* /5. The increase of ‘activity of all sirata of the toilers
has caused a growth in the activity of the workers’ wives;
housewives, etc. The Working Woitten’s Department urged upon
the Party the necessity of ideologically organising this activity
and directing it in the interests of the Party and the Soviet
couniry. The "corresponding instructions given' by the Party
help. to extend the Party influence over a considerable strata of
scatt;.red toiling women and attract them into' useful 'social
. 6. The increased participationof working women ‘in ‘social:
political life brought about the necessity. of ireeing them. from
worry about :the children, not only during their hours of work
in the factory, but also during the -time of their social work.
The Working Women’s Department has brought this question
befare the Party and  the social organisations, and. ol late a
considerable construction of special institutions adapted for this
purpose has taken place. (evening. shifts in creches and pre-
school institutions, the organisation of children’s rooms and
corners attached .to clubs, etc.) . E , S
" 1. The immediate fasks of Party work among the toiling
masses ol women were defined by the decision of the XIV
Party Congress-and the April Plenum of the C. C. The tasks
consist in the organisation of the increased activity of the masses
of women and directing .it into the channel of pracfical parfi-
cipation in the construction- of Sogialisth by wider; attraction
of the toiling women into the work of economic, co-operative,
trade union and other. organisations, and more ‘active, work 1n
the Soviets. ) o C L

“In connection. with the' decisions of the XIV Party Congress
and ‘the tasks ‘of industrialisation of the country, the problem
of female labour in industry acquires special significance, not
only In" respect 'to’ its preservation and quantitative growth,
but also in respect to its ‘qualitications and gqualitative ifm-
provement. ' . ‘ o L

: I

Conditions of Work: in the Towns. .

- 1. The:determining factor in Party work among the women
masses of the -town ‘is the position of women ifi- prodiction
and in social life. In the sphere of the position of femnale labour
in production, the main factor during the postwar period has
been a considerable and quite normal decrease in the per-
centage of women engaged in industry during war time. At
the end of this normal process there became manifest a definite
tendency of the increase of female labour falling off in respect

Toiling Masses of Women”.

of the increase of fthe total number of workers. ~ The
economic successes and development of industry have been
accom>anied by a natural improvement in the qualitative and
quantitative composition of the working class of the'U. S. 5. R.
‘The number of workers during the'last two years has increased
from 5,500,000 (on April 1, 1924) to 7 millions (on October 1,
1926). Besides the growth of the working class in general,
there has taken place an absolute increase in the number of
women engaged in industry, especially connected with the
development of the textile industry. But this growth of the
absolute number of women'is relatively less than the general
increase of the number of workers. And this has caused a
certain’ vacillation in the percentage of women in industry.

On October 1, 1922 in all trade unions there were 28,8%
On October 1, 1923 in all trade unions there were 26,4%
On April = 1, 1924 in all trade unions there were 26,1%
On July 1, 1924 in all trade unions there were 25,9%
On October 1, 1924 in all trade unions there were 25,6%

women
women
women
women
women

2. This position has become the object of a thorough and
serious - study on the part of the Party and the competent
Soviet and trade uniop organs. Special commissions were
formed for studying and improving female labour in. production,
both in the Teople’s Commissariat for Labour and in the
localities. Various measures were taken for strengthening.female
labour in industry, for a further increase in the percentage
of women workers in: production. C

3.'The study of the causes connected - with the slacking
down in the tempo of growth oi female labour power in pro-
duction divulged the following main factors: o

a) ‘The existence of cerfain prejudices on the part of factory
authorities who are apt to ‘regard female ‘labour as less ad-
vantageous in view of the legal: system -of labour protection
and protection of motherhood and infancy (the codex of laws
on labour and legislation in the field of the protection of
motherhood and infancy). . o

b) The second decisive factor: is the inadequate degree of
skilled female:labour. o . :

4. According to the data of the People’s Commissariat for
Labour the pencentage of women on skilled work has increased
by 2!:%, on semi-skilled, work by 1,7%. Of 396,545 women
workers, 42,6% proved to be unskilled, 36,5% semi-skilled -and
only 16% skilled. L , } AT

5. Such low qualification of female labour raises the urgent
task of devoting increased:  attention to this- question, for the
construction .of Socialism, the task. of transforming the country
from an agricultural into an industrial. country, still more in-
crease the demand for ‘skilled labour power in general and for
skilled. female labour power in p,articuﬁm. _ ,

.- 6. An analysis of this situation “called great attention to
questions of the skill of female labour, In this field a number
of considerable attainments have been made of late. .

On January 1st, 1925, in_ the factory apprenticeship.schools,
there were 51,625 girls or 17,7% of the total number of appren-
tices. In the frade technical colleges, there were 110,572 women,
or. 253% of tle tota] number. In, October 1925, in 50% . of all
factory apprenticeship schools, 35,9% girls were accepted, i. e.
almost 'twice the numbet of the preceding year.

© 1, The surplus of free labour power in the country creates
a constant and” urinterrupted stream of new unskilled cadres
of workers into the towns. Despite the growth and extension
of industry, it is not in a position fo absorb iul,lﬁ this surplus
influx of labour power fromi the countryside and therefore, there
is a considerable mumber of unemployed in the towns. Unemploy-
ment amongst' women occupies a special place amongst the
unemployed.” In January 1925, unemployed women comprised
38,7% of all unémployed. In" July. 1925, they already comprised
40,6%:. The big. growth and certain permaneficy of feinale un-
employment is again a result of the poorer skill and training
of the women masses. In connection with the exiension of in-
dustry and the retraining of the unemployed, which is being
carried out by the organs of the Peoples Commissariat for
Labour and the Supreme Economic Council, particular attention
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isbeing paid to bringing women workers into this training
system.. ‘Much is done to bring unemployed women into those
forms of public works which correspond with the physical
possibilities of women. :

8. The social conditions of the toiling women have tre-
mendous significance in the entire work of the Party amongst
women. In this field, considerable attainments have been- made
during the last two years. At the present time, there are 737
factory creches in the U. S. 8. R, 521 children’s clinics, 276
clihics for expectant mothers and 103 homes for mothers and
children. Notwithstanding the considerable absolute quanitity
of these institutions, the service of such institutions for working
women is still quite inadequate to meet the demand, especially
in .connection with the influx of new strata of women into the
industry and the growth of the demands of the working class.
Taking this fact into consideration, the Sixth Congress of Trade
Unions decided to include creches in the collective agreements.
The XIV Party Congress passed the following decision on this
question: “It is necessary not only to preserve, but’ wherever
possible; to extend the system of creches, children’s homes and
institutions, liberating the working woman from household
work”. The construction of pre-school institutions-kindergartens
and - playgrounds has enormous significance in improving the
social life of working women. Altogether there are about 800
pre-school institutions for the use of the children of workers
and working women (not counting those in the autonomous
regions). )

9. There 'are also considerable achievements in the sphere

of organising. public' feeding. During the last two years, the
number of restaurants for workers and their families has grown
considerably. These restaurants are becoming more and more
accessible for working women with families. In Ivanovo-Vos-
nedsensk there ‘is a “kitchen factory” which can serve 12,000
dinners per day. .
,», 10, In the sphere of housing construction, certain achieve-
ments are also to be noted. In a nwmber of placés: Moscow,
Baku, Tula, the Donbass, Ivanovo-Voznessensk, Leningrad, and
in the workers districts and regitns, a number of new workers’
seftlements have been constructed. In the construction of these
workers’ houses atfention is paid to the necessity of protecting
the interests of the women, i. e. space is allofted in these houses
for children’s institutions, for. public restaurants, and other needs.
The possibility of furtheér emancipation of women is thereby
secured. ,

11. Work in the field of house construction, public feeding,
and in general a oonsiderable ‘part’ of the work in improving
the. social life of -working women is undertaken with the aid
of the co-operatives. This year the number of working women
in. co-operatives reached 1,085,342 and peasant women; 1,558,690
which. makes 25% -working women and 16% peasant women:
There are considerable attainments in the sphere of attracting
working and peasant women into the leading organs of the
eo-operatives (from, 3 to 5%). .

. 12. A big and complicated problem in the spheres of con-
structing the new life is the problem of properly organising
children’s" education. "As a heritage from the difficult years of
war ‘antl civil war, there still remain waifs and strays who
require care -and attention. Not only the = Soviet " public
organisations” are  mobilised” for the struggle against this de-
stitution, ‘but also considerable public :seli-activity. Beside the
child . destitution which' remained as'a heritage of the' years
of ruin, there are ‘alsc ‘certain elements of new destitution which
are -2 result’ of not sufficiently well organised work for or-
ganising children’s leisure and’ reaching the wide masses of
children through social education. The attention of the wide
masses of working women has been drawn to this work and
it has now made considerable advances.

1.
% Work of the Trade Unions amongst Women.

.. 1. The widely develoned trade union work amorigst the wo-
nten masses has tremendous significance. This work has made
attzinments both in the field of forming cadres of active trade
tinién workers from amongst the women themselves and also in
the field of reaching the entire mass of women and bringing them
into' trade union and social-political life. Working woémén are
members of factory committees to the extent of 13,4%, members
of the T. U. commitiees in institutions — 18,7%, in labour pro-
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tection commissions there are 20% women, in wage tariff cori-
missions 88%, in the productive conference 16,9%, in auditing
commissions 85%, women: working as shop delegates 21% ‘and
in cultural commissions 19%. According to the figures of the
A/U.C.T.U, 13,7% of the leading posts in trade union work
are held by women, in the C.C. of the Unions — 15,1%, in the
provincial departrents 55%, and in the uyezd T.U. depart-
ments — 6,6%. The trade unions are confronted with the task
of extending this work still more, and especially extending their
influence over new strata of working women and bringing them
into_cultural-public life, in particular those women hrought into
production with the development of industry. "~ .~ =

- L
Mass Work of the Party amongst Women. .
1. Considerable achievements have been made in the work

of the Party among the ioiling magses of women. There is na
longer any need to talk of the entire irass of women being back-
ward and of the mecessity of bringing them to the level of the
vanguard of the working ciass. One. can ‘quite definitely obsefve
the following three main categories amongst working women:
1. the active women workers comprisin.g'thg%elét‘red to Sowiets,
trade union and’ public organisations, and tb_economic work,
2. working women taking part in the work ‘of delogate meetings,
elementary political education circles, i. e. those who are, at the
present time under the spécific and direct influence of the Part )
znd, 3. the remaining masses. of woiTen not yet drawn injo
public-life through the social forms of mass weork. )

2. ‘The active .women workers are fairly significand. ‘There
are 253%.-women members. of town soviets in the R.S.F.S.R.,
33,291 women elected to co-operative organs, 134% of the men-
bership of factory committees, ‘while 17,8% of the jury in the
provincial courts and 18,6% in the people’s courts are woirei:
This active group of working women also includes ‘considerable
masses of those who have passed through the school of delegate
meetings, In réspect to this group, the Party is confronted -with
the task of promoting them to various elected organisations, and
the task of training them into business-like workers for ‘respon-
stble; work. in tradeunions, co-openatives, soviets, etc. The me:
thod of work in respect 4o this stratum is:in the first place to
raise the qualification-in the sphere of work in which fthey ave
now engaged. This cadre of promoted ‘women public: ‘workers
?)ho.uvlvd be the basis for supplying further reinforcements for the

arty. ' . R

. Delegate Meetings of Working Womren. .
3. The second category of working women indudes: the
wdTien delegates; of the present :delegate meetings, and the . stu-
dents of elementary political educational circles. In 1925, -fhere
were 67,208 such women delegates .and in 1926 05995, Thus,
the number of women delegates increased by 28.697 in one year.
The elections . of delegate mieetings -during this year were. on
the lines of a wide mass cammaign. Public organisations, -the
trade unions and: other organisations participated .extensively in
the elections and helped the departments of working women and
peasants attached to.the Party committees; to conduct this work.
Fifty per cent of the working women were reached through. the
re-elections of the -delegate meetings. The onganisation of dele-
gate rrieetings not only: on a district and sub-district. soale;, but
directly in the enterprises themselves, should be considered a
great achievement. The delegate : meefing remains the centve of
attention of the entire: Party work amongst the women masses.
The exmerience. of the whole period-of the revolution has proved
that delegate meetings are a school of Communism which  has
been fully verified and quite . justified . themselves in. experience:
All the present active women have passed through the delegate
ireetings, i. e, all working women promoted to public’ work,
fo soviets, co-operation, the trade unions, efc. Delegate megtings
are the connecting link between the Party and the wide masses
of women. With the aid of the delegate meetings, the Party takes
the lead of the widest masses of toiling women. This is: why
the attention of ‘Party organisations from top to bottom is con-
centrated on the guidance of the work of delegate meetings,
"4. Delegate méetings are summoned to give the wortkin
women eldTentary information on political” ediication ‘and 1o
imbue them with a number of practical hibits: in the sphere ‘of
public and political work. For this purpose the delegate meetings
have brought up the practical questions of drawing women dele-
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gates into practical work in the Soviet sections in' the commis-
sions of factory committees, and also the organisation of sipecial
sections. attached to delegate meetfings.. .

. 5. This year, besides the usual sections — co-operative, trade
union. and for protection of motherhood and infancy, the ex-
perience of organising industrial and juridical sections in a
number. of places has also justified itself. The industrial sections
set thedmselves the task of training administrators and managers
from among the working women. The experience of Moscow has
g;]iven, very vaiuable results. The juridical sections mainly unite
the working women members of the juries. These sections help
them in their direct practical work and also in training a con-
siderable cadre of working women for work in the ocourts. .

6. Besides delegate meetings, the method of organising ele-
mentary (political education circles for working womnien in the
factories has also justified itself. There are over a thousand of
such circles in the U.S.S. R. with 35,726 students. These eleren-
tary circles render considerable aid in training working women
for further Party education and at the same time are a step for-
;N?I‘d on the way to promoting the working women into public
ife.

: ] Iv. :

Work amongst the .Backward Masses of Working 'Women.

1. There are working women in the factories who are not
yet drawn into any public or political work. This category in-
cludes, in the first place, new strata of working women who
have come from the villages with the extension of industry. In
order to arouse the activity of these new strata and draw them
into public work, it is necessary to practice a whole number of
forits and methods of work which have excellently justified them-
selves during the experience of the first years of work of the
C.P.S. U. (b) among toiiing women, in particular the organi-
sation of special women’s meetings. These special meetings of
working women are a method of drawing the more backward
straa into public life in general and above all into the life of
their own factory. The chief feature of these meetings should be
that they are able to bring: up all the main probiems interesting
and occupying the masses of working men and women from the
view-point of the position of working women in labour and life,
her demands; and her social-political level. In very big enter-
prises where it 'was not possible to .call such general meetings,
the method of organising conferences of working women has
justified itseli during the last few years. It should definitely be
stated that in the field of work with thess new strata, positive
results are not vet sufficiently big, the trade unions and nuclei
are only beginning to grasp the forms and methods of approach
to this work.

2. In respect to these categories just as in respect to the
working women. who are passive and little drawn into public
life in general, it is necessary o increase attention in the field
of drawing them, in the first place into the life of the entire
entérprise, attracting them to the general meetings and produc-
tive conferences, gefting thelm to take part in the examiration of
collective agreements, and in re-elections to factory committees,
etc., ‘in fact, on the basis of solving the vital direct needs of the
working women, they should be drawn in and interested in the
more general problems of Socialist construction. :

3. The clubs should play a great role in the work amongst
working women. According to data of the A.U.C.T.U. (All-
Union Council of Trade Unions) 29,8% of all members of clubs
Wwere women on January 1st, 1925. In a number of unions where
women play a considerable role, such as for instance in the
Textile Workers Union, woiren comprise 37,5% of the club
membership and in the Chemical Workers Union, 27,4%.

‘Tt must be definitely stated that this percentage of women
drawn into the clubs is still inadeguate. The reason is that our
clubs have not yet beén able sufficiently to adapt the content
of their ‘work to the interests and demands of the women masses,
in particularly the interest and demands of the adult and family
women workers. Experience goes to show that in order to draw
family working women into clubs, not only rest and recreation,
should be considered but also utility. The organisation of knit-
ffﬁg and sewing courses in the clubs, has justified itself in re-
spect to drawing family womien workers and workers’ wives
int¢’ the clubs, Correct' and well-organised work in liquidating
ifliteracy and semi-illiteracy also serves as a factor of wttraction.

.. 4. A great obstacle both for the attraction of family women
wiorkers into clubs and in fact into any other .social-politicai
work, is ‘their impossibility of leaving their children uncared for.

While our children’s institutions work only during the daytime,
i. e. during the hours when the working women are engaged
in the factory, things stood very unfavourably in respect to dra-
wing adult working women into the clubs. The experience of
organising children’s rooms and circles attached to the clubs
has given very considerable results as it enables the working
women and workers’ wives to take part in club work without any
;lvor(;y at all as they are sure that their children are in reliable
ands.

5. One of the forms of mass work is the press. We have
colossal achievements during the last year in the field of the
special press devoted to the toiling womien (rasses. Al the
special journals have considerably increased their cirouiation,
commencing with the leading organ “Kommunistka” (Woman
Kommunist) which is for the use of the active workers working
amongst women and ending with the mass journals for working
and peasant women. For iustance, the circulation of the journal
“Kom{runistka” has increased from 3,000 to 24,000. The journal
“Rabetnitza” (working Woman) has increased from 8000 io
78,000, “Delegatka” to 45,000, “Batrachka” (Woman Farm La-
bourer) to 26,000, “Rabotnitza i Krestyanka” (Working Woman
and Peasant Woman) 275,000 and the “Krestyanka” to 45,000.
The mass journals have now won firm sympathy amongst the
women masses. Thev have a definite circle of their own readers
and a further growth of their circulation is taking place quite
voluntarily and independently. Grouped around these mass jour-
nals there is a considerable number of worker correspondents
and village correspondents. Around the central journals published
by the Women workers’ department of the C.C. there are grou-
ped 1,860 women worker correspondents and village correspon-
dents, while around the local journals there are grouped, 1,493
women worker correspondents and village correspondents.

Besides journals, a considerable amount of ponular litera-
ture for working and peasant women has been published this
vear. Two special series have been issuzd, one for working
women delegates and the other for peasant women delegates.
A nuvber of booklets of a scientific popular nature has been
published and a certain quantity of artistic literature. During the
last year the work of publishing leading literature for the active
workers working amongst women has also advanced. In. the
domain of the press there is the task of further immrovement of
its quality and a still greater advancement and study of the de-
mands of the masses of women readers and support for the ex-
tension and aftraction of working and peasant women in the
worker and peasant correspondents’ movement.

V.
Work among Workers’ Wives.

1. The increased activity of all strata of the toilers has also
been seen in the relative activity of the scattered strata of toi-
ling women, workers’ wives, women handicraft workers, etc.
During the past year the department of working women has con-
siderably extended and formulated work amongst these strata.
A definite percentage of workers’ wives have been drawn into
the delegate meetings of working women, into the Soviets, and
into the practical work of reorganising women’s social life.
During last vear there were 30,550 workers’ wives in the dele-
gate meetings and now there are 38,785. In the Soviets in Mos-
cow there are 176 workers’ wives, in Tula 78, whilst in the
Ukraine workers’ wives comprise 10% of the women elected to
the Soviets. The main task in all this work is in the first place
not to separate this work from work amongst working wojmen
and to ensure women the leading place in the entire work, to
direct the activity of these strata along the channel of participa-
tion in those forms of Soviet and public work in which this ac-
tivity can be utilised to the greatest advantage in the interests of
Socialist construction.

VL
Work among Peasant Women.

1. In the sphere of work with peasant women, we have con-
siderable attainmeénts to show in introducing system and greater
Party leadership in all those forms of work which are practised
in the counmtryside. The main. form of work with the peasant
women is the delegate meeting. It must be. definitely stated that
during this year delegate meetings of women peasants have
in a number of places worked quite according to plan,
systematically maintaining the programme issued by the Central
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Department, while increased attention and guidance in this
work has been observed on the part of the Party organisations.
One of the main tasks confronting the delegate meetings in the
countryside is to link up the programme work with practical
work still more and more in order that the work of the delegate
meetings can really help the women delegates to be skir-
mishers in the redrganisation. of economics and life on the new
principles. ) ‘ ] )

2. This year the network of delegate meetings has notice-
ably increased as'also a number of peasant women is drawn
into these meetings. Last year there were 246,702 peasant women
delegates and now there are 311,741 women delegates.

3. A serious achievement in the work in the countryside
is the organisation of work with the women peasants elected as
members of the Soviet, of the Mutual 'Aid Committees, of the
Co-operatives, etc. On an average there are now nearly 10%
women peasants elected to the Soviets. If one takes into account
the considerable inertia of the countryside in regard to the
participation of women in the leadership of social-political life,

this percentage ‘should be ‘reckoned as very rongiderable. Last

year the percentage ol peasant women was 8,6%. The main
task in this sphere of work is to heip these elected peasant
women by systematic leadership, and give them the possibility
of growing up into valuable active workers which is the best
method of really securing the emancipation of women peasants
in the countryside. , : o

"4." During these years there are ‘serious achievements in
the field of work of improving the social life of the women
peasants. This year the network of children’s institutions  has
developed considerably, especially in the summer fime — creches,
clinics, etc. These children’s institutions are receiving greater
and greater recognition and sympathy on the part .of the peasant
women. Around these institutions there is:also developing in a
number of places extensive work with mothers both on question
of the better organisation of children’s education and in general
on-questions of a social-political nature.

Mass work with peasant women is not only conducted by
means of organising meetings, knitting and sewing courses, talks,
etc,, ‘of which there is already a considerable number, but also
develops to a large extent around the village reading rooms.
In a whole number of places the experience of organising
“woman peasant days”, the reading of journals such as “Kres-
tianka” in the village libraries, efc., have been well justified.
Wherever the village reading rooms have sufficiently understood
the importance of drawing peasant women into social-political
work and have adapted the work of the.village reading rooms
also to the interests and demands of the female section of the
villages, there has always been considerable achievement in
this tield. g

5. This year undoubted advances are to be observed in drawing
peasant women -into study. The percentage of peasant women
drawn into political education schools, and into all kinds of
courses, workers’ faculties, etc., has increased. Things are con-
siderably better in respect to drawing girls into schools.

‘ VII.
Work in the East.

1. The method of work amongst women masses in the East
which has most justified itself is women’s clubs and Red Cor-
ners. In 1925 there were 51 such clubs with a membership of

15,000; there were 61 Red- Corners with about 4,000 students.
Besides club work which has become. particularly well esta-
blished in view of the specific labour and living conditions of
the Eastern toiling women, the number of delegate meetings of
women delegates is also growing and becoming firmly ‘rooted.
In 1923-24 there were 25,028 women delegates, in 1924—25
there were already 57,28t. There are considerable achievements
in the field of drawing the toiling women of the East into the
Soviet apparatus. In 1923—24 there were 4,352 Eastern woinen,
members of Soviets, while in 1924—23 there were already 17,643.
The main tasks which confront the women workers” depart-
ments in our Eastern republics and Regions consist in producing
cadres of trained workers, from amongst the womien of the
local population ‘which will ensure the possibility of reaching
the women of the mnational minorities better and more
extensively with all the existing forms ~of work. Problems
of social life have special significance in Eastern work. It is
still necessary to do a great deal to create the necessary change
in attitude towards the problems of the emancipation of women
in ‘their living conditions. In this field, great significance should
be attached to the workshops, clinics, schools for diffusing ele-
mentary education, and sanitary hygienic habits among the
glomelznbmasses, which are organised independently and around
e clubs. :

b3 - i
&.:u.’q.’..; i

. ' VIIIL _ .
Working and Peasant Women in the Party.

1: The number of women amongst the members and can-
didates of the C. P. S. U. (b) is undoubtedly growing which can
be seen from the following  figures: In 1925 there were 76,494
women in the Party (10,3%), in 1926 there are 128,807 (12,8%).
In the field of further attraction of working and peasant women
into the Party, the women workers’ departments. are confronted
with the task of an extremely thorough and thoughtful approach
to this problem. The women to be drawn into the Party should
be those working and peasant women who have already passed
through a school of social and practical work.

Besides drawing working and peasant women into the
Party there is the task of a more attentive approach to the
questions of political -training of women Communists already
members of the Party; in particular those from the last two
Lenin enrolments. While not forming special women schools,
consideration must be given to the level of development and
the living condition of the women Communists in order to adapt
the forms. of Party education more closely to them.

IX.
The Apparatus and Guidance of the Work.

1. The apparatus for work amongst working and peasant
women has undoubtedly become strengthened during this period.
The number of adult organisers has grown not only in quantity
but also in quality. The cadres of workers in the factories are
improving. A system has been instituted of special training
and re-training of workers amongst women both by means of
organising special courses and sections of general courses, and
also by getting questions of work amongst women inserted
in the gemeral programmes of training for party workers.

Resolution on the Work of the C. P. S. U. émong the Women
Masses.

Work among the masses of women of the U.S.S.R., which
is part of the work of the International Women’s Secretariat,
is conducted under conditions differing from those in other
countries. :

On the one hand, the existence of power in the hands of the
proletariat and the exceptional position of the Communist Party
as the ruling Party is a tremendous advantage for emancipating
the masses of women and bringing themr into the general pro-
letarian struggle and into the work of construction. On the other
hand, the problems of socialist construction under conditions of
capitalist encirclement, and the heavy heritage of ignorance,
darkness and superstition which has a particularly stubborn

hold among the backward masses of women in the countryside,
create a great number of difficulties for successful work among
the masses of womer of the U.S.S.R. -

The conference is gratified to record that in these com-
plicated conditions, there are such considerable achievements
in this work, for instance the strengthening of the fposition of
working women in the production, the raising of their qualifica-
tions, the organisation of a network of institutions emanci-
pating women, success in drawing the masses of women (not
only the working women, but, what is particuiarly difficult, the
peasant women) into the local and central soviets and executive
comumnittees, the extensive attraction of women into all forms of
social and political work (tfrade unions, mutual aid colmmittees,
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cultural fromt. . ‘ T
+. -The.conference. particylarly, emphasises that im the achieve-
ment. of these resulfs an’ exceptional role has been played by
the tested method, of work, through, delegate meetings, and also
the. constant. aid.-and. firm, leadership of the Communist Party.
The conference considers that these achievements, while very
extensiye as, compared with, those of the period just elapsed,;are
at the, same -time, quite inadequate .in face of the great. tasks
of . industrialisation: and, of accelerating. the victory. of socialisim,
which, eoniront; the Soviet Unjon. The conference considers that
in; the . fuyture, also, workers among the masses of women of the
U.S.§,R. will have to exert themselves tremendomsly to ex-
tend; thejx . work.- The whale International Women’s Secretariat
shoalld-render great assistance in this work.

tfh@press,, clugs, the Party) and the éqﬁsidermble successes.on the

The_ conference calls attention to the fact that the -experience
of work in the U.S.S.R. is valuable for ‘alf countries mot ofly
for utilising, in the period after the victory, of the Soviét powery
but also and. in particular in the period of préparatidn for the
revolution. The advantages in the hands of thé Wmurfpg Par-
ties, of capitalist countries in the formi of the expériefice and
example of the real emancipation of women in the U.S.S.R; and
in the form of the great degree of literacy and cuitire of the
masses of women should be utiljsed for a more rapid attractiop
of the toiling women into the general proletarian striiggle. even
before the revolution, in order thaf at the, decisive momgént the
balance of forces will be in favour of the proletariat and in
order that there will not be an obstadle in the form of ‘miflions
of backward toiling women duriqg the first years o&‘tﬁe ‘;?rq-
letarian -dictatorship.

_ Thesis on Work among Working Women of the East.

The revolutionary ‘masses of ‘the East in their struggle -for
political and economic emancipation from international -imperial-
ism and for liberation from feudal-servitude relations which are
still prevalent in most Eastern countries, have now a loyal
ally-——women. .

.. By drawing the women of the East into the struggle against
imperialism, an impetus will be given to the mnational-liberation
movement and its success will be ensured. Women’s participation
will, also inibue,world revolution with new energy, the energy of
mjllions of people who for centuries were fettered by social
conditions, traditions, customs and prejudices. Therefore, the
V. Congress.of the Comintern insisted on the fact- that “Com-
munist worls among women is by no means a side-issue for
Communist. Parties, that it constitutes an important and even
determining part of the fundamental task of organisation and
realisation of the struggles of the revolutionary proletariat”.

. In their work among the women of the Fast, Communist
Parties take as. their. pount of issue the general tasks of the
national-liberation' movement of the proletarian masses and of
the proletarian class struggle. In respect to Japan, which is a
developed capitalist and imperialist country having a great «deal
in common with the Western European. countries, the Com-
munist Party should base its activities in the field of working
amongst women on the general tasks of the working class
in its struggle against the rule of capitalism and imperialism
tor the triumph of the proletarian dictatorship.

. With these fundamental tasks in mind, they must in their
activity extend and consolidate the united anti-imperialist front,
drawing into. it large numbers of working women, making wuse
for this purpose of the mass workers and peasant organisations
and also of the petty bourgeois national-revolutionary and
women’s organisations, which are rallying ground also for
revolutionary elements.  Communist - influence over these organi-
sations must be exercised by means of introducing women Com-
munists into. them as active workers, and by joint actions in
connection with definite concrete slogans. '

But at the same time, Communist Parties must display
“Maximum caution and flexibility in their support of local na-
tiomal-liberation, feminist and other petty-bourgeois movements.
They must draw a line between the Communist wormen’s mo-
vement and bourgeois feminism and must also adapt the imume-
diate demands, and the forms of work to local conditions, in
complete agreement with the programime and tactics of the Com-
munist Party of every separate country”. ’

. Efforis should be made ‘by means of systematic work to
eliminate in the ranks of working and peasant women, of working
- class intellectuals and other petty bourgeois elements the last

vestige of the illusion that it is possible for them, within the
framework of bourgeois society, to find a way out of their
miserable and absolutely dependent position, and at the same
time to make them realise that their participation in the economic
and political struggle of the proletariat and of the vanguard
of the peasantry is essential for the final emancipation of women
from ‘the relics of the old religious and social habits and tradi-
tions and from exploitation by capitalist ‘society. '

I. ORGANISATION.

Organisational forms which activity among the women of
the East should assume fundamentally were already lajd down
by the V. World Congress of the Communjst International. In
its resolution “On the activity of the Commumist Party among
working women”, the V. Congress “Insists on the fact that
activity among working women is the task of the Party as a
whole. It must more than ever become part of the general
Party . work. In the entire activity of the  Party, in all its
actions and campaigns, special measures for the mobilisation
of working women should always be considered.

In Communist Parties and mass workers’. organisations and
also in national-revolutionary parties and mass peasant organi-
sations, in workers-peasant parties, trade unpions. and co-opera-
tives; women’s departments or women’s commissions should
be established iin the form of auxiliary organs: whose task it
shall be to ‘help to organise women and to. draw: them inio
the mass workers’, peasant and national-revolutionary -orgami-
sations. ' e :

Women’s Departments, women’s commissions and the: in-
stitute of women organisers in their capacity of auxiliary Patty
organs represent organisational ‘forms which ensure wuniform
leadership of the proletarian and national-liberation: movement,
and which prevent the consolidation and extension of bourgeois-
feminist influence. o ‘

‘A member of the C.C. is to be made responsible for work
among women. It is essential that the C. C. appoint one com-
rade of the Communist Party, preferably a woman, and if pos-
sible a member of the C.C., who shall be responsible for the
management and conduct of activity among women.

Every local committee must appoint one comrade, pre-
ferably a woman, for work among women and for regular
control over the activity of women’s organisers. Women’s or-
ganisers have to acocunt for their work to the Party Committees
and the lower Party nuclei. They are the representatives of the
Party as a whole and not only of women Communists, but are
responsible for their work to the Party as a whole. At the ses-
sions of Congresses and C.C. plenums, local commiittees, nuclei
and Communist fractions, questions concerning work among
women should be placed ohn’ the agenda and discussed. All
questions of principle and the organisational forms and methods
of work among women must be decided by the competent leading
Party organ in full agreement with the decisions of the Comintern.

Local women’s departments must see to it that in every
factory and big enterprise where women are employed, there
should be regular agitation and propaganda among women with
respect to all labour and everyday questions of special interest
to women at the particular moment. Showld there be a Com-
munist nucleus of at least 3 Communist men or women in the
enterprise, one of them entrusted with work among women,
should be directly conmected with the local women’s depart-
ment or women’s organiser and should report on his or- her
work to them. If no Communist nucleus exists in the factory or
enterprise the local women’s department must appoint a woman
organiser ‘for personal contact with the women’s department
from the ranks of manual or office women workers in  this
enterprise. It is desirable to select women organisers from the



Nr. .69

International Press Correspondence

1197

ranks of working women. By means of selection circles, groups
of the most_active non-Party, a¢tive working Wwomen are ‘formed
around “the woriien “drganiser, or ‘the woman represeftative “of
the Communist nucleiis. These circles deal with general and
special questions of special interest to working women, such as:
sanitation, hygiene, ‘protection ‘of motherhood, childhood “and
{abour, reorganisation of social and domestic life, struggle against
war, convecation ‘of the national assembly, etc. ,

In. order. to achieve maximum successes with respéct to
the organisation and aftraction of women to mass. political (pro-
letarian, . pational-revolutionary and peasamt), trade union, co-
operative and ‘other parallel” ron-Party organisations ‘(Inter-
national, Workers’ ‘Relief, 1.R. A., Society of Friends of 'the
U.S.S. R, ‘elc.) ‘the "Communist Parties ot all countries should
adopt two_programufies “6f action in all fuidarnental ' branches
of work amoifig woinéii: A broader and a narrower (ﬁﬂsn@(i.1§t¢)
programime, 'bringing forward the ‘most itportant transitional
demands which ‘should bé linked up with the general programme
of action. The broat rqﬁrammle should oomprise generdl “prin<
ciples, tactics ‘and "iq‘.’gg,pl dtional forms of wark among’ worhen
laid down "By special ‘decisions of the ‘Cominumist Titernational
and the 1. W.S. ‘and ‘4t cofigresses and conferences. For the re-
alisation of this maximum programme, it is essential in the
activity among working ant’peasatit“women, active women intel-
‘I‘fctu;alls and women of, petly bourgeois . circles to take imme-

iately in_ hand the, ,».qahsaté{)d:; of the most pressing ‘demands.
Special . branches of  work, closely. connected - with the interests
oﬁaridus sections of women, and also. genéral , questions of .the
national-liberation and class ‘struggle of interest: ‘to. all sections
of working women should receive special atténtion. :

The fundamental aim pursued in connection with this is —
to bring forward a greup of questions of immediate dnd-pressing
interest to various social sections of women and to make them
of equal interest and equally actual. for women as a-whole, as
it is they who will have to:fight for them. R col

Work among women embraces generally speaking several
fundamental spheres: the juridical and domestic sphere and the
economic and -cultural-educational spheres. - o

Il. SPHERES OF WORK.
A. The Economic Sphere:

The development of capitalism in the East and the dis-
integration of the feudal-patriarchal forms of cconomy and of
sooial and domestic conditions caused thereby, compel Wwomen
to come gradually out of their former state of slavery and de-
pendence and ‘to endeavour to earn “their Tiving, which
in its turn brings a gradual ‘change into their economic ‘position.
The first great change in this respect is ‘the mdss participation
of women in industrial production '(Japan, India, China), and
in agrioulture. ‘

The task of the Party and the trade unmions consist, on
the one hand in the struggle against all cbstacles in- the: way
of women’s participation in production (this takes place in the
Moslem East with ‘its backward forms of natonal econpmy)
and in free proiessions, and on the wother hand.  in. helping
women to become skilled workers, in protecting their labour
and demanding equal ‘pay for equal work regardiess of sex, etc.

The Communist Party, the women’s departments and
women’s sections in the trade unions must carry on a syste-
matic agitation in favour of the admission cf women to technical
education and apprenticeship in factorics and workshops in
those Eastern countries which have such institutions.

With rtespect to the protection of interests of. peasant
women, the Communist Party must take an active part in the
solution of questions connected with agriculture, as for instance,
the land question, the land development policy, the usufruct of
‘land, the land legislation of the country. With regard to the
general relations concerning the land question, the Party must
be guided by the following considerations: to give women
an opportunity to earn their living, to make them economically
independent, namely, the Party must issue the slogan of right
to landownership and right to inheritance for all women.

B. The Juridical and Domestic Sphere.

It is essential to study very thoroughly the fundamental
laws concerning women’s rights in every individual country,
.and even in every separate region.

b

Having made themselves acquainted with the fundamental
laws on wortien’s rights, workers among women must ‘ensure
that ‘those ‘of ‘them which even ‘to a ‘small extent ‘protect the
Interests  of workers and “particularly ‘those of.women be put
info ‘practice, and must point out all their negative sides and
their adequacy. B ' ey

In this sphere the task of the Party consists in simeli
out questipns which, make women 'ec{)nom' 1y ‘depe!;g;eﬁg
deprive them of political rights and condemn them 4o domestic
slavery. The Parties ‘should bring forward demands concerning
the . removal of ‘the sex disability by law. The fundamental
questions of equal fights are as foilows: the right to -participate
in all branches of labour, the right to education, protection of
women’s and child labour, protection . of _motherhod, the right
to -participate in social-political life of the “country, equality with
regard to tbe“lirlj;eri'tanpg' law, ‘the right to transactions. con-
cering property, ‘the right to divorce and property rights in
conftection therewiith, ‘the father to provide for the child in
the event of divorce, the right o the wsiifruot of lapd,. partici-
pation in 'land "developmént policy, ‘abolition - of polygamy as

of child, marrjages, a
of th}; masses, and particularly the woinen and children. -

Taking these fundamental regulations as their point of issue.
the' Parties must . take advan.tagge of. anv.'oppogtﬁﬁ; (ﬁllsgofi
nection - with the legislation of the country to.bring forward
in_their agitation suitable demands for the extension of wolmen’s
rights, endeavouring. to have them 'included in the. general
legislation. In connection with this it is essential o organise
an agifational campaige- on a large scale, -to explain the ‘Party
Ear:goffﬁlse ztmgi i};{em Thea ,mf ing Jor working women, -and at the

me to make use of every campai tthis -Kind 1o dr:
womIen lilnvm ke us ‘ery campaign of this -kind te draw

n the East parliament (National-Assembly i i 1
tuent Assembly and also local autonomous a}(’iml;n‘(izshti::’:i’ogynz\trle
still In a number of colonial and semi-colonial countries ’pro-
gressive political factors, not only in the struggle :against the
relics of vf_,eudajl-patnarchal _economic and. social institutions, but
even become in the process of the struggle the centre 'of that
struggle against the foreign yoke for the. independence of the
cour;ér,y z;)nd tlgge_unfiﬁcat‘iqn of the. nation. ' P

DY bringing  forward suitable demands in the National
As}se'mbhes in connection with the protection and ‘t?xe I\égggﬂf;
%i rights of women before the law, the Communist Party and the
. C. L. enlist the sympathy and support, nat only. of Tevolu-
tionary organisations in sympathy with us, ‘but dlso ‘the support
of purely ‘progressive elements and ‘groups through the press;
oral propaganda, campaigns and demonstrations. They - should
organise special campaigns in ‘connection with législation affec-
ting the interests of working wonten. In, short, they. must ‘place
_thems‘elve»s .at the head of any movement directed towards - the
rmqyrﬁvliglent of Cf)ocial- conditions. '

...+t Defloves Communist Parties fo make use of all legal possi-
bilities in leading government organisatiosis and fng;ﬁ'tllx)gons
(parl;xgmex;t‘,lleg@lahve organs, local autonomoiuts administrations,
municipalities), in the various ‘political and social associations,
(educational establishments, managements of various societies,
craf't and guild organisations, amomng those forms of religious
societies, which. unite toiling woitten, in general cultural and
social -organisations), laying stress -on the protection of women’s
and- children’s interests and labour. In" this respect special
attention should be paid to local autonomous administrations,
where particularly there is a chance o work successfully for the
miprovement of the conditions of life of the working dass,

.utilising this work for spreading our. influence amongst the broad

masses of the people.

The miain task in this ‘sphere is struggle against religious
and social prejudices, which are a great impediment to success-
ful Communist activity among the working women of the East.

C. The Cultural-Educational Sphere.

Under conditions prevailing in the backward East, one of
the fundamental tasks is cultural-educational work among large
sections of working women.

In this respect the task of the Party consists on the one
hand in continually bringing pressure to bear on the govern-
ment of the country, concerning the introduction of a number
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of measures of a cultural-educational character for the benefit
of large sections of women, and on the other hand in the work
which the Party itself must carry on in order to achieve this aim.
- With “respect to public instryction and the liquidation of
wholesale illiteracy among ‘the female population in the FEast
(the only exception is Japan where only 10% of the total number
of:women are illiterate), first place must be given to the question
of .women’s education. With this object in view, the question
ol drawing girls into the schools, organising co-education for
them as well as special girls’ schools, drawing older' girls into
secondary educational institutions, into pedagogical polit-techni-
cal schools, technical schools, courses, etc. — must be brought
to the notice of society as a whole. -

- A campaign must be carnied on against prejudices con-
cerning the application of female labour in_cultural-educational
institutions in the capacity of teachers, midwives, doctors, efc.
© In view of the necessity of drawing special attention fo
raising the cultural and educational level of the female masses,
the Communist Party must endeavour to draw them into its
general educational activity, into cirdes, schools and .club work,
into the theatres, excursions and into participation in the
general and women’s department wall-newspaper, in the press,
etc. Wherever joint work is impossible, because of the customs
oi the country, the Party must carry on through its women’s
organisers. separate cultural-educational work ‘among women,
forming women’s circles, schools, corners- in the clubs . or
women’s clubs, etc. Special women’s dramatic performances and
excursions must be organised and womén’s newspapers, periodi-
cals, etc., must be published. e
- Apart from-all this the Communist Party carries on work in
the existing . cultural-educational associations and endeavoirs to
gain- influenice -over- them; (China, etc.). ‘

IIl. DRAWING WOMEN INTO SOCIAL LIFE. -
o ' Party.

The ultimate aim of work among women must be to draw
them out of their domestic hearth, o widen their limited hori-
zon and to compel them to take an interest in. the lives of
thousands and millions of their sisters and brothers, in the work
for their emancipation and also in questions of an economic,
political, and social character. Women must not only be made
to take an interest in all these questions, they must be induced
to take an active part in the social and political life of the
country, in the struggle for the intérests of the entire working
class and of the advanced peasantry, in the national-liberation
movement of the oppressed peoples against imperialism.

The Party can do justice to this task by systematically
explaining and emphasising the importance of the aims pursued
by the Party, the trade unions, the co-operatives, and youth
and pioneer organisations, and also by drawing working women
into these organisations. In view of the fact that the extremely
inadequate influx of Eastern working women into the Party is
not only due to objective conditions, but also to lack of atten-
tion to this question on the part of the Party, it is essential to
ooncentrate on the work comnected with the attraction into the
ranks of the Party of the best section of the working women,
who have gone through the school of social work.

It is also essential to continue to carry on work among
the women who have already entered the Party. They must be
drawn into the circles organised by the Party, trade unions.
co-operatives, etc. and must be given definite work to do in
order to create around them an atmosphere of confidence and
ocomradeship. There must also be systematic control over these
women and efforts must be made to eliminate among them and
first of all amongst Communists, all the relics of past traditions
and of the conservative, medieval views concerning women
which still prevail among men.

The Trade Union Movement.

. In view of the small percentage of women in trade unions
and of the enornious importance of women’s labour in a number
of Eastern couniries (Japan, India, China), the Party must pay
special attention to the work connected with bringing large sec-
tions of women into the trade union movement.

In order to achieve this, the best forces of Communist
women workers must be employed in agitation and propaganda
among labour, for instance the textile industry. The f{actics of

the. trade winion united front must be ‘applied, taking into con-
sideration the present position and the demands of working
women. Efforts must be made to draw working women into the
trade union struggle, into all strikes, manifestations, demonstra-
tions and mass actions, in order to cultivate in them class and
political consciousness and a feeling of working class solidarity.
The organisation of separate women’s trade unmions shouid
not be allowed, but wherever they exist, the Party should take
an active part in them, endeavouring to merge them into the
general trade unions. ‘ ' ' G
To ensure successtul agitational-propagandist and - educa-
tional work, it is essential to organise women’s commissions
or to appoint women’s organisers in the trade unions under the
control and guidance of the trade union Comumunist fraction.’
During campaigns which "have for their purpose to draw
working women into the trade union movement, it is essential
to bring forward a number of demands which should form the
centre of the entire agitation. Wherever there is a strike in an
enierprise in which women participate and whenever it is ex-
pedient, demands should be made for the protection of labour
and the cultural and social development of working women.

Co-operation.

Co-operation in the East can play an -important role in
women’s emancipation. It can be a ‘useful weapon in the
struggle for the right to work, for raising the qualification of
women’s work, for improving their position as home ‘industries
workers and also for carrying on cultural-educational work in
the spirit of the proletarian class- struggle. Among the women
of the East the centre of gravity of this activity should be trans-
ferred to the producers, agricultural and ' consumers co-opera-
tive movement. ; '

Women should be drawn into organised production (artels,
workshops, etc,); purely women’s artels should be formed as a
means' to promote the material independence of large sections
of working women. L b o

Efforts should be ‘made to organise through the co-operative
movement the normal distribution of the products of the home
industries which have special export valie (China, Japan, India,
Persia, Turkey, etc), in order to rescue from exploitation the
working women in the West who have to. work for contractors
or ‘middlemen. ’

Efforts should be made {o.establish trade relations with
the co-operative organisations of the Soviet countries in order
{o facilitate an exchange of technical and political experiences
for women employed in home industries. Wherever it is possible
exhibitions of the produce‘of the Fastern women of the U.S.S.R.
should be organised, and the exhibits should be accompanied by
as many women as possible from the various Fastern countries
where the exhibited goods were produced.

‘In the East the co-operative movement should be ons of
the “means of bringing women into  contact with’ the Party,
by grouping them around the Communist women-initiators of
this activity as a base for regular cultural-educational and poli-
tical work, by regular cultural-educational lectures, or rather
informal talks and women producers conferences organised by
Communists. After a certain amount of proparation and purely
political discourses the method of delegate meetings adapted to
the conditions of local work should be ‘introduced among the
women employed in the home industries.

Relations with women employed in the home industries
should be established by means of correspondence, by publi-
shing a periodical for them which should very gradually assume
a political, technical and cultural-educational character in order
that its women readers should become interested in the political
life of the workers. :

IV. WORK AMONG PEASANT WOMEN.

Peasant women in Eastern countries beyond our borders
play a very important role in agriculture. But at the same time
there is no proportion whatever between their actual participa-
tion in the economic life and their civil and political rights.
The peasant population and especially the women live and work
under very hard conditions of the still existing feudal-patriarchal
social order. They are exploited, not only by the imperialists,
but also by their own States. At the same time peasant woimnen
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are overburdened with domestic work, family duties and are
kept in a state of ignorance, oppression and -comiplete depen-
dence.

These tonditions of labour and the disproportion between

women’s actual position in agriculture and their exclusion from:
all "social and domestic rights and privileges create a fruitful .

ground for the propagation in their midst of ideas of liberation
and emancipation. The. national-liberation movement in, the East
is beginning t0 take hold also of the peasant women. In a
mumber of countries — China (Kwantung), India, Turkey —
peasanf women participated in the movement against the im-
perialists. In Japan peasant women are being drawn into- orga-
misations and are fighting side by side with men against the
exploitation of the landowners (“Tenants Federation”).

In its work among the peasantry, the Party must not
neglect activity among peasant women. In its efiorts to per-
meate the rural districts, the Communist Party must in addition
fo its: general work take special measures in order to get into
closer contact with large numbers of peasant women. It nmust
endeavour to create a strong body of non-Party peasant women
around the Party, drawing them into the national-revolutionary
parties, into workers-peasants and advanced peasant organisa-
tions, and the most class-conscious among them into the Com-
munist Party. : .

To give an impetus to the work among peasant women, the
Party should establish women’s departments in the general
peasant orgapisations with which we are in contact, as is_al-
ready, the case in Canton (China), in Mongolia and Japan. Sub-
departments of commissions for work ameng peasant women
should be formed in the women’s departments (in mational-revo-
lutionary parties, workers-peasant and Communist Parties) in
the centre as well as in the provinces.

In connection with work among' peasant women the various
social strata in the villages should not be overlooked and suita-
ble  methods for approaching these strata must be adopted.
Peasant women-leaseholders as well as women belonging to the
poor-or’ middle peasantry endeavour to ensure the well-being
of their homesteads, our agitation and propaganda finds favour
among them inasfar as their well-being is impaired by their
general unsatisfactory economic and political position and sex
disability. Women agricultural labourers, as hired workers, have
every incentive to work against the exploitation of their labour
and for the improvement of their conditions of labour.

Because of these fundamental differences in the interests of
the -peasant masses, the forms and methods of our work among
them must also be different. The fundamental activity among
peasant women is that connected with questions of women’s
equality of rights on the .economic, juridical and political field,
especially inasfar as they are comnected with the peculiarities
of women’s position in the national economy and in the family,
with questions connected with raising the agricultural, cultural
and political level of peasant women, their emancipation from
landowners’ exploitation and from the imperialist yoke. Our
main activity among women agricultural labourers and peasant
womtent is their organisation on an economic basis for the
protection of their interests against the exploitation of the ruling
classes in the villages, also the protection of their political and

ciivil rights, and ‘the demand. for perfect equality regardless
of sex.

When we speak of the orgamisation of women agricultural
labourers on an economic basis we do not mean the formation
of independent women’s agricultural labourers’ unions, —
we mean that these women are to be drawn into the general
agricultural labourers’ wunions. Women’s departments should

organised in -these unions whose business it shall be to
work.among the women agricultural masses.

The methods and forms of work among wurban female
masses — women’s circles, women’s non-Party conferences,
womien’s non-Party congresses, general and women’s campaigns
and of possible womken’s corners in the general clubs, — can
be successfully applied among peasant women, with the only
difference that the questions to be brought forward in the
process of the work must be in keeping with the demands
and needs of peasant women at the given moment, and must
be connected with the general political tasks of the Party with
respect to the peasant population as a whole.

The Youth Movement.

“In connection with the general desire’ for education and
the growing interest in the social life of young girls, Young
Communist -organisations are -confronted with the question of
systematic work in drawing girls into’ their ranks. Co
- In the Young Communist Leagues systematic propaganda
should be carried on to’ promulgate a Communist interpretation’
of the question of drawing girls into the cultural, economic' and
political life of the country. - = - o o

.- Side by side with this propaganda an energetic struggle
must be carried on against backward views concerning working
women- which still prevail among rank and file Y. C. Leaguers
in the East, especially in Moslem countries. In' connéction with
the activity among girls in the East one should pay -special
aftention to the peculiarities of. the  cultural, economic, socia
and family life in each one of these countries. There are in the
East countries with considerable industrial development where
women participate on a large ‘scale in ‘the industries and free
professions: (Japan; India, China), where women have more
or less free intercourse with men. But there are also countries
such as Turkey, Persia, and others with a Moslem population
where women -are  isolated - from the ‘social life, are so ‘o
sFeak kept prisoners, have to cover their faces and are forbidden
all intercourse with- men.. il 2 .

Different conditions require different methods and forms
of activity among girls. ‘ '

Wherever social and family conditions permit it is of the
utmost importance to draw girl Y. C. Leagers, not oaly into
the League, but also into the League’s general work.

When drawing girls into the Y. C. L. in backward -Fastern
countries (especially in Moslem countries) it is permissible ‘as
an exceptional and temporary measure to form special Y. C: L.
girl nuclei, but efforts should be made to amalgamate these
nuclei gradually with the general Y. C. L. nuclei. :

Girl Y. C. L. nuclei should only be formed in localities where
common Party and Y. C. L. leadership can be guaranteed. The
work of girl Y. C. L. nuclei should be generally of a cultural-
educational charadfer. It must aim at drawing girls gradually,
into social-political work which is not beyond their level of
development. ' =

. It is essentiel to plan out this work among girls and to
make ‘it systemiatic, connecting it with the general tasks of- the
League. The entire activity among girls must be carried on in
contact with the women’s departments, the organisational don-
nection resting on mutual representation.

In order to intensify and develop mass activity among girls,
the Y. C. L. must show in its activity a great deal of tact, in
respect to the masses that have to be won over (the family, the
environment in which the young women are brought up,. live,
and work) it must be able to understand and take into account
all the peculiarities of social conditions, national culture, customs,
habits, and prejudices. :

Because of the prevalence of early marriages in the East,
special aftention should be paid to attracting young girls to the
Pioneer Corps, 'permitting the existence of special girls corps
also for older girls. These special girl Pioneers Corps - must
be very cautiously and gradually transformed into mixed corps.

The Y. C. L. and the women’s department must harmo-
niously collaborate in connection with activity among young and
little- girls. They must unite forces and funds.

V. ATTITUDE TO THE WOMEN’S NATIONAL REVOLU-
TIONARY MOVEMENT AND TO THE PURELY FEMINIST
(WOMEN’S NON-PARTY) ORGANISATIONS.

In the countries of the East where the national-revolutionary
movement is causing a great awakening among all the sections
of the population arousing their centuries’ old indignatiom
against every kind of enslavement and exploitation, the women’s
movement is rapidly developing, and is assuming the character
of a struggle against the economic, political, social and domestic
enslavement of women against feudal-patriarchal relics, and for
women’s equality of rights. But at the same time this nascent
women’s movement keeps pace in the majority of countries with
the general, national liberation movement and endeavours to
draw the backward women into the social life, thereby tearing
asunder the age-long ties of submission and dependence.
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As the national-revolutiomary movement extends and be-
comes more - intensive (China, Turkey, India) and in connection
with women’s extensive participation in industrial and other
public activity, the women’s movement develops and forms part
of the general liberation struggle of the various . peoples. Side
by side with this, women’s mass organisations  are springing
up — imions, leagues, efc. In the national-revolutionary parties
women participate actively in the . liberation struggle . against
the imperialism of foreign States, and for the independence of the
country. They have an enormous influence among the .petty-
orggeoisie and ‘partly also, among the working class.: Such
is'the women’s movement organisad by the Kuomintang Rarty
at China, and of the national-revolutionary Party of Mongolia.

... »Apart - from ‘the women’s - movement connected - with rthe
national4revolutionary . jparties there are feminist ‘orgartisations
which can be divided into two groups:

1. _Feminist Organisations which have. set -themselves the
task of wining within the framework of  capitalist society, full
ecofiomic, political and.. social rights for, women.  They embrace
nidinly bourgeois and petty bourgeois, elements, intellectuals, and
lidve 1o elemients from the ranks of working women.

... Such' organisations are mainly to be fomnd in ‘Japan, some
of them being organised under the protection of the government
and the Court. Such organisations organised by liberal English
women also exist in India. : : ' ‘

. The bourgeois feminist movement in India is not.anti-
imperialist. R " oo

.. 2" Feminist onganisations, which identify themselves with
the .general national-liberation movement, and in their demants
touch wpon ‘questions -of a general political character directed
against : foreign imperialism. They -embrace’ the revolutionary
section of the women intellectuals, petty-bourgeois elements and
gven working women (China, Egypt, India, Turkey).

- The experience of the last féw years has shown that there
i$ a strong tendency to organise among the women of the Fast.
Birt .on the other hand; the general backwardness, the social
and family conditions, the inequality of rights, create condition
for the development of the feminist and petty bourgeois women’s
movement, which is directed against the age-long slavery and
oppression of women. and for the establishment by means of
legislation of women’s -economic, juridical, social and family
equality of rights — for women’s recognition as human beings.

The Communist Party should determine its attitude and
factics to these various groups of women’s organisations in
accordance with their attitude to the national-revolutionary. move-
mient, and to the proletarian struggle, and also according to
the extent of their influenice over, large sections of working
wornen, taking- into account their social composition.

Feminist organisations which have no working women in
their ranks, but represent women’s -organisations . of a West
European type (as for instance in Japam and India) the Com-
mumist Party freats jas organisations alien to it and . carries on
a struggle against them exposing to the -workers their narrow-
mindedness and their bourgeois class character. .

With respect to feminist and petty bourgeois organisations,
which are animated by. a revolutionary spirit and are ‘com-
nected with the rank and file intellectuals, peasant women and
even working women, the task of the Party consists in extending,
at the expense of these organisations, the natjonal-liberation
movement, drawing theém into the united anti-imperialist front,
but only in so far as they have within them truly revolutionary
elements. At the same time the Communist Party should show
great cautiousness and flexibility in its support of these organi-
safions. It should endeavour to separate the Communist women’s
movement gradually from bourgeois feminism and from the
petty bourgeois women’s movement.

In order to make use of the women’s revoultionary . national
organisations and also ‘of the progressive feminist organisa-
tions in the direction of strengthening the united, anti-imperialist
front according to the general decisions of the Comintern, Com-
mnists must join these organiastions and by systematic work
bring them gradually o the side of the liberation movement, and
the most revolutionary from among them onto the path of the
«class struggle. Women Communists musi endeavour to change

gradially -and- to . supplement the programme amd statutes of
these orgamisations in the direction of making them weapoas
for the protection of the interests of the proletariat and for
the class struggle. ~ . !

Commumist “fractions in national-liberation parties = and
organisations must - encourage the’ women’s .departments df’
wotten’s -sections ‘to work among ‘women. As’ auxitialy organs;
these womien’s departments and sections Tepresent oryaitisa otn:ii
forms which guarantee unity in the leadership ol “the prole-
tarian ahd national liberation miovement, as they prevent the
women’s miovement from becoming ' ‘isolated, and at theé s&mie
tinte prevent the consolidation and exterision 6f bourgeols fenti-
nist influence which finds a fruitful field in-the East. =~ - v

The fundamental tasks of women Communists in the woren’s
national-revolutionary movement and in ' non-Party women’s
organisations are as follows: o

‘1. Political .education of the members in the ;spirit of
class; struggle, pointing out the limited nature .of: he tasks
which . progressive_:feminist organizations and  the - natiodal«
revolutiogary wounen’s .movement, set themselves. TTEA

"2 Raising . the self-consciousness and activity of working
woumen. = i

3. Arousing the interest of members in all actual #asks and
in the struggle of the working class and the. advanced section
of the peasantry. : : ¥

4. Propaganda in favour of the members of these moverhents
joining general inass, workers’” and ‘peasants’ ‘df%;/nis‘aﬁbns;
especially trade uniotis, co-operatives, the 1. R."A,, 1. W. R,, Rtc.,
drawing children and young people into the Y. C. L. and ‘the
Communist Children’s Gréigps. ~~ = - S

V1. FORMS AND METHODS OF MASS WORK.

.. The'economic and juridical enslavement of ‘the; women . of

East, their cultural-political backwarduess andtheir. almost
W lesale ‘illiteracy demands special -forms and - meetheds. of
work, different considerably from these which ape. pragtised
in_highly .developed capifalist countries. Therefore, in order io
prepare women’s pparticipation in.the trade union and, political
movement, it is essential in the East more than anywhere €lse
to carry on preparatory work on-a very large scale with, the
object of raising the cultural level of women, generally, -abelishing
mediaeval forms of social life, religious fanaticism, savage super-
stitions -and ignorance. Buit our main effort mirst 'Be ‘directed to-
wards the émancipation of women from their secluded fife Which
prevents them coming out into the ‘arena of social activity' and
which prevents their entry into the ‘general mass org'ani;s?ations.

The best methods for carrying on mass work among the
women of the' East are: women’s campaigns, women’s ‘schools,
dubs, and corners, non-Party women’s conferences, womien’s
meetings, circles, delegate meetings and a women’s press. All
this must be organised and controlled by our Parties, or by
organisations in sympathy with us ‘(national-revolutiomary, trade
union organisations, etc.); through the medium of women’s de-
partments, sections, commissions in' the C.C. as well as in local
committees and in the enterprises.

Women’s clubs are the best means for the organisation of
the most backward and economically and socially most down-
trodden female masses. These clubs work under the control of
the Party and in their entire activity they are ‘organically con-
nected with Party, trade unmion and co-operative organisations.
They adapt themselves to the peculiarities of the soeial., econo.
mic and cultural development of every country.

Women’s clubs at times fulfil the functions of all political-
education organs as well as the functions of juridical general
educational organs and organs for the protection of health.
Their task consists in familiarising women with definite forms
of labour, generally practised, and which couid be applied in
every locality. .

The fundamental tasks of women’s cdlubs is women’s poli-
tical education, by means of connecting the entire club work
with the tasks comfronting the Party at the given moment and
also ‘in the-future.

The various institutions for the development of women are:
schools for the liquidation of illiteracy, circles for political
education, trade union and co-operative circles, literature, ‘art,
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dramatic and workers) correspondents’ circles, excursions, wall
newspapers and periodicals.

.. In view of the cultural, economic and social b;ackwardnehs
of the.women of ;the East, especnally of the Moslem East; it is
admissible to establish in the corners and clubs special purely
Women’s Communist nuclei, which, however, should aim at
fusion with the general nuglei.

. Special. youth sections are formed in the clubs for the bene-
flt of young girls. Work in the youth sections is similiar to
the work carrigd on: in chidren’s and yowth organisations: and
is based on the Party’s decision with respect to this subject.

Through. their sections women’s clubs do - their share in

the organisation of Y.C.L. nuclei Youth Sections, Pioneer
Cornps, various circles amaong girls and boys and wall news-
papers under the control of the Y.C.L. -
- Young Pioneers’ circles are gradualiy linked up with the
Y. C.L. Membership in the Vguth Sections is open to girls —
children of workers, club members and also non-members of
the club. From their ranks Pioneer corps and Y.C.L. members
are recruited.

 One.of. the . hmdamenial ftasks of the clubs with respect to
work among the youth is the physical training of the young
girls. This is of particular 1mrport~anc§ in the East: where wrly
and unequal marriages, the downtrodden position ‘of women ‘in
the family and in society, lack of culture and complete igno-
rance; with respect to sanitation, hygiene, weré bound to have
a. detrimental influence .on women’s organism and therefore on
the general health ' of the nation and the vitality of the . young
generation.

In connection with .the -activity among young: girls, the
women’s clubs should carfy on work among: mothers with re-
spect to_questions connected with youth and children’s move-
ments. They also do their share, in social edycation and en-
lightenment, concerning. sanitation. This work must culminate in
the’ establishment” of kmdergarftens in the clubs, in propaganda
and agitation-among mothers in favour of a rationai up-bringing
of the children, in the organisation of lectures and informal
talks on questions of health protection and the profection of
miotherhood and childhood.

‘At the same time a number of model mstlrtu:ﬂmns connected
with clull work and intended to promote women’s emancipation
areé to ‘be formed; dispensaries, consultation rooms, creches etc.

The entire cultural-educational . and political-educational
work of the women’s clubs .is carried on mainiy. by means of
meetings, general meetings of all club members, «conferences and
also by meamns of participation of the club members in.revolu-
tionary festivities and the organisation of various lorms of enter-

tainments; theatricals, concerts, cinema periormances, living
newspapers, efc.
very club should organise gradually dramatic, choral,

musical and ballet circles which certainly contribute to the ar-
tistic development of thé club members.

The organisation of the club must be such as to facilitate
on the one hand the attraction of large members of working
women and to guarantee on the other hand Party control over
them.

Therefore, admission to club membership is open to all
working women, be they manual or brain workers, or peasant
women. All club members take an active part in club work and
have a decisive vote at all meetings. They elect from their midst
the management and the auditing commission.

The leading organ of club life is the club management,
the members of which are elected at the general club members’
meeting and which also includes a representative of the local
working women’s section, Y.C.L. and Pioneer organisations.
The management has to Dbe confirmed by the local women’s
department which alse appoints the manageress of the club.

The funds of the club are raised by means of membership
dues, revenue from theatrical performances, occasional dona-
tions, etc.

Women’s clubs in the East are a temporary institution. As
women bhecome more and more emancipated from feudal-
patriarchal traditions, as men’s conservatism with respect to sex
disability will be overcome, women’s clubs- will, of course, be
gradually liquidated.

Wherever women’s clubs organised by other parties, or
organisations exist it is essential to Jjoin them and to organise
within them a Communist nucleus in order to gain influence
over the rank and file women members.

Wherever -conditions prevent the organisation of -women’s
clubs, cultural-educational work should be carried on in the
usual way. Its main object should be the liquidation of illiterdcy
among club and trade union members, the organisation’ of
slchg;yls for ‘political educa,hon in the general women’s and gu'l’
clu

‘A method of our work for extending our mﬂuence over -the
broad masses of toiling women is the women’s delegate mwpe-
ting, which serves as a transmission belt from the Party o
these masses. Questions of structure, organisation, programmeé
and plan of work are drawn up by the:respective conierences
and should serve as the basis for the organisation and carrying
out of women’s delegate meetings in full accord with the peculiar
conditions in the East.

(See: III. International Women’s Conference and Internatio-
nal Conference for work amongst women on the question- oi
women’s delegate meetings).

In most countries women’s c1rc1es can serve as a basis for
the organisation of delegate meehngs for the punpose of draw-
ing women info ithe women’s clubs. and Party schools, ‘an

‘women’s Party’ schools again “can play a very intportant” ¥ol

in connection with the trammg of active workers among women.
If the influence of ithe Party is to be extended to large

" sections of working women, energetic work must be carried

on in order to draw women into all the mass campaigns of
the Party. But at the same time, and in the nature of- prehmi-
nary. work, it is essential to carry on special women’s cam-
paigns on questions of direct interest to women as workers,
mothers, or wives.

Non-Party congresses and conferences, which play a very
important role in the Soviet East as a method of propaganda
among the raral femmale population and also in ali campaxgns,
demonistrations, and slogans concerning mot only women’s in-
terests, but also the inferests of the national-liberation struggle
of the working class, can be organised, — cerfainly on a smal-
ler scale — also in other Eastern countries. They provide am
opportunity for women of various localities to meet, they make
women delegates familiar ‘with the life and work of others, they
enable the Party to form an opinion on the moods and frame
of mind of the female masses, to get into touch with thems,
they widen the political and general ouflook of women.

Training of Workers.

Lack of trained workers is ope of the sore points in the
work of the women’s departments in the East. Therefore it is
essential to draw the attention of the Parry to the training of
workers among women, from workers in the lower orgamisa-
tions up to workers in the C.C. and the Communist Party.

Special circles should be organised in women’s clubs and
nuclei for the traihing of workers among women. In the 1. W.S.
as well as in the central and local women’s departments, an
institute of probationers should be established. Wherever any
general - preparatory courses or Party schools for Party wor-
kers are organised, a certain percentage of women should be
included. The syllabus in the general Party schools should in-
cude questions concerning the theory and practice of the wo-
men’s movement.

All the delegations which are sent to the U.S.S.R. should
include women, preferably women who carry on propaganda
among women, in order to familiarise them with the work in
the U.S.S.R. First and foremost the Party must make sure
that a definite quota of women be sent to the Eastern Universi-
ties in Moscow (the “Stalin” Communist University of -the
workers of the East and the “Sun-Yat-Sen” University). The
same must be done with regard to the Comiutern courses. A
definite number of Party workers who have gone through -the
various courses, should be utilised for work amongst women.

The Press.

All questions of inferest to large sections of working women
as well as all questions of principle and those connected with
the organisational work of the Communist Party amongst women
must be fully dealt with in the general Party press. For
agitation among politically backward sections of women, women’s
pages must form part of all the periodical publications of the
Party and trade wmion press. In the East where women are
backward and to a great extent illiterate, it is essential to
establish a special women’s press, for only such a press could
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adapt itself. technically: and -also. with respect to contents to
the level and peculiarity of the conditions -in which Eastern
women live. Cadres of women workers and peasant cor-
respondents should be trained and formed. : .
o It would be advisable to. establish first of all a periodical
women’s press in Japan where women’s interest in literature
is -considerable and where feminist publications have a very
big ciroulation (women’s periodicals - have a circulation of
500,000), and also in China where the movement is developing
and gaining in strength, where there is an absolute need of
a special organ which would be of great use in giving a de-
finite form to the women’s working class movement and where
there is already a definite demand for the establishment of a
women’s periodical.

In character and form the special women’s press miust be
first of all adapted to the organisation of these sections  of
women who are already under our influence, or are at least

Directions for the Construction of

Parties for Work

1. In their struggle for the capture of the toiling masses
the Comununist Parties come into contact with large sections of
women, first and foremost women employed in the factories —
whose role in the process of production is growing continuousiy.
Working women are much more under the influence of the
ideology of the Parties hostile to Communism than male
workers, as a result of their age long oppression and parti-
cularly difficult position. Because of this fact work among
women looms big in the Sections of the C. 1. ,

2. The work of the Parties among women must be neces-
sarily adapted to the special - social, economic and political
conditions of women and their psychology. This requires the
establishment of special organs for this work. ;

3. In spite of the peculiarities of work among women
it is ‘an inseparable part of the entire work of the Sections of
the C. 1. among the masses, and not only the work of the women
members of the various Parties. The organs created for the
conduct of this work are, as all Party organs destined for
special branches of work (organisation, agitprop, trade union
work, etc.) departments of the respective Party Executives and
are constituted by the latter. In every Party executive, from
the C.C. down to the nucleus there should be an organ for
work ‘among women: the Women’s Department. Wherever the
weakness of the Party, particularly in the lower organisations,
prevents the establishment of a Women’s Department, a woimen’s
organiser should be at least appointed.

'THE WOMEN’S DEPARTMENT OF THE C. C.
The Structere of the Department.

1. The Women’s Department of the C. C, is like all Depart-
ments an organ of the C.C. and is subordinate to the Secretariat.

2. At the head of the Women’s Department is the chief of
the department who is appointed by the Secretariat or the Org.
Burean of the C. C. The chief of the Women’s Department is
as a rule a member of the C.C., but not necessarily so, in the
event of a suitable candidate being available and C.C. members
being overburderied with work. :

3. In addition to the chief, the Women’s Department has
several collaborators (paid or unpaid) among whom the chief
of the department divides all the work. The division of work
is as a rule mainly as follows: org-, and agitprop work and
trade union work.

The Tasks of the Women’s Department.

The tasks of the Women's Department are:

1. To adapt the decisions of the Party Congress, the C.C.
(Plenum, Pol,, Org.-Bureau, Secretariat) and also the decisions
and directions of the C. I. (Congresses, Enlarged Exccutive,
E.C.C.I. and its organs), to the work among women, to see
to their proper explanation among large sections of women and

organised in trade wnions and other organisations sympathetic
to us. This press must be able to give the lead to workers
among women. It must bring forward and elaborate all problems
of a political, economic, Party and organisational character, and
it must at the same time reflect the entire adtivity in the céntre
and in the provinces. : : ‘-

For agitation among large sections of women, it is essen-
tial to have periodical publicationsin the form of supplements
to other periodicals, or as independent publications, such as
pamphlets, leaflets, posters, etc.: This literature must be written
in a popular style and must confirm itself with topical questions
which at the given moment are of paramount interest to the
women generally. The publication of periodical literature may
be expedient and at the same time extremely valuable if it
coincides with the local or general struggle of working women,
with general women’s campaigns during which women’s
attention is drawn to a definite question.

the Apparatus of the Communist
among Women. |

to carry them out within the framework of their field of activity,
to present periodical oral and written reports in the Org. Bureaun
of the C. C. and to send such reports to the Women’s Secretariat
of the E.C.C.L :

2. To guide the activity of the lower women’s departments
(district, sub-district, etc.), through the competent Party Exeocu-
tives and to control their work. :

NOTE: The general guidance and control of the
work of the Women’s Departments are in the hands of
the competent Party Executives.

3. To elaborate directions and theses for the activity .of
the Party among women in close connection with the general
tasks of the Party, paying at the same time special attention
to the international campaigns organised on the strength of
the decisions and directions of the C.I. and to establish in their
conduct dlose contact with the other departments of the C. C.

4. To carry on an ideological campaign for the purpose of
creating an understandig within the Parties and also among the
masses for the importance and role of work among women, its
means and methods.

5. To participate in the teorganisation of the Parties espe-
cially with respect to the establishment of factory nuclei and of
the apparatus for work among women in all Party Exeoutives.

6. To register with the help of the Org. Department ali
Party forces suitable for work among women and to endeavour
to multiply these forces.

7. To elaborate specific forms of work and methods adapted
to the peculiarity of work among women and to ensure their
application (women delegate system).

8. To collect material having any reference to the position
of women and particularly working women taking into conside-
ration their participation in Parties, trade unioms, etc.

9. To participate in the general campaigns of the Party and
the C.I. and to organise special women’s campaigns (in close
contact with the corresponding departments).

10. a) To carry on work among women in the non-Party
mass organisations (trade unions, co-operatives, sport organisa-
tions, etc.), through the corresponding fractions (or through the
women’s organiser appointed for this). ’

10. b) To guide the fractions in non-Party proletarian wo-
men’s organisations.

11. To give a lead to the women’s Party press and to pro-
mote its circulation,

12. To ensure there being women’s columns in the general
Party and trade union press and to conduct same.

13. To participate in the publishing activity of the Party
inasfar as it is connected with the field of actvity of the de-
partment. |

14. To promote the formation and development of the wor-
king women correspondents movement.
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-~ 15. To participate in the organisation 'of Party schools,
circles, etc., and also to establish courses for women organisers
and propagandists: B

+-16. To give attention to the activity of the opponent Parties
and organisations among women, and to take the necessary
counter meastres.
17. To collect the experiences of Party work among women
in -factories, among housewives, and in non-Party miass organi-
sdations, to study and utilise them.

The Methods of Work of the Department.

The Wommen’s Department carries out iis tasks in the fol-
lowing manmner:

- 1. By preparing important questions, by dealing with them
in the Department itself and by raising them in the Org. Bureau.

‘2. By keeping up a rogular personal and written correspon-
dence-connection with the district executives and the women’s
organiser of the central fractions within the non-Party mass
organisations. '

3. By organising personal consultations with the chiefs of
the women’s departments of the districts and the lower Party
Executives and by holding consultations with the women’s or-
ganisers of the Communist fractions.

4. By convening naticnal conferences for the discussion of
the question of work among women or one or other of their
partial questions. '
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5. By sending out directions, circular letters and information
material,

6. By sending instructors and maki ng use of ‘the instructors
of the Party (Org. Department).

1. By utilising the Party press, labour periodicais etc.

3. By publishing suitable literature. B

9. By close collaboration with the other Departments (Org.,
Agitprop, Trade Union, Co-operative, etc.) of the C.C. and by
participation in their sessions through the specially appointed
representatives of the depantment and also by inviting the repre-
sentatives of these Departments to their sessions.

10. By utilising the aquired erperiences.

Relations with the Other Departments of the C. C.
1. To avoid overlapping Org. work is carried on together
with the Org. Department, Agitprop work together with the
Agitprop Department, trade union work together with the Trade

-Union Departments and so on.

2. Plans of work, letters of instruction, school programmes;
theses, etc., are elaborated by the Women’s Department together
with the corresponding Departments of the C.C,

3. All Condferences, consultations, etc., organised by the De-
partments of the C.C. are to be hold with the participation of
the Womer’s Department. The other Departments of the C.C.
must participate without fail in the consultatioms, conferences,
etc., held by the Women’s Department.

The Factory Nucleus 'Apparatus for Work among Wom:en.

STRUCTURE:

1. In order that systematic work be carried an among women
factory workers and the. wives of factory workers outside the
factory, every factory nucleus executive must appoint a women’s
organiser (man or woman). .

- 2. The women’s. organiser isas a rule a member of the Nucleus
executive. In smaller nuclei where this organiser does not belong
to the nucleus executive he or she is subordinate to the bureau
directly through the nucleus chairman.

. In larger factories and factory nuclei ihe nucleus executive
can give the women’s organiser the assistance of a women’s
commission consisting of active Party members (if possible
women). In the women’s commission the women’s organiser
distributes the work among the members, superintends the
entire work and is responsible for their activity to the nucleus
executive. The work may be distributed as follows:

Leadership of women’s circles, leadership of Trade Union
work among women, circulation of women’s periodicals, news-
papers and the general Party literature, supervision of the
women’s column of the factory newspaper, etc.

TASKS:
The tasks before the women’s organiser (and the eventual
women’s commissicn) are as follows: ) )
1. To have the decisions of the C. I, the Party and its
Organs and also the decisions of the nucleus among the non-

Party women carried out and to report regularly to the next

higher auhority.

2. To carry on steady ideological work in the factory among
the members of the nucleus itself, and also outside the nucleus,
in order to promote an_ understanding Jfor the necessity and
importance of Party work among women. S

3. To induce working women to participate in all prole-
tarian activities, ca,mpa»ign‘s, etc. ) )

4. To induce working women to exercise definite functions
(factory council, trade union, etc.). ) g .

. 5. To mise questions of particular interest to working
women and to issue slogans in agreement with the competent
Party executive. )

6. To prepare material (proposals, resolutions, leaflets etc.)
for agitation among workiwg ‘women. :

1. To carry on individual agitation among working women
employed in the factory and to induce them to take an active
part in Party, tfrade umion, co-operative, Red Aid work and aso
in the work of the other- proletarian class organisations.

8. To induyce non-Party working women to join various
circles (dealing with tasks, of interest to these women), to orga-
nise-and educate them around the nucleus.

9. To take measures for the organisation of women delegaie
meetings.

10. To organise special women’s meetings (at the initiative
of the higher Party Organs or at the organiser’s own initiative.)

11. To struggle against working women being organised
by apponent parties and organisations, and ideologically in-~-
fluenced. '

2. To promote the circulation of women’s Party period:
icals (literature) and to secure subscribers for them; to parti-
cipate at the same lime in the circulation of the general Party
press. ' . :

13. To encourage and develop -working women’s correspon-
dence movement in the factory (non-Party women are also to be’
drawn into this work). v :

14. To supervise, together with the editoriat board of the
factory newspapers, the women’s column of that paper and fo-
participate in the circulation of the paper among women.

. 15. To carry on agitation among the working women
employed in the adjoining factories where no factory nuclei exist..

16. To help the women’s organiser of the adjoining weak’
factory and street nuclei. , )

17. To carry on work among the proletarian housewives in-
the vicinity of the factory, and if territorially possible, especially
among the wives of the men employed in the factory (adapting
the work to them).

18. To carry or work in conjunction with the respective:
Party executive wherever the nuclei is patron of a village,
among the peasant women and women agricultural labourers.

METHODS OF WORK:

The womew’s organiser carries on the work as follows:

a) By elaborating ‘plans of work carrying out this work
systematically and reporting on it to.the nucleus executive
session and nucleus meeting.

b) By participating in conferences convened by the higher
Party Organisation for work among women.

¢) By utilising’ and exchanging past experiences. -

d) By making use of the general Party press and particu-
larly of the factory newspapers.

€) By individual agitation, -

1) By close contact and collaboration with the other members.
of the nucleus, heads of the departments and with the Party
fractions in the Factory Council, the trade unions, co-operatives,
Red Aid and sport organisations, etc. I

g) By utilizing of the general factory, trade union and dele-
gate meetings, circles, etc. and special women’s meetings.

h) By collaborating with the Y. C. L. nucleus in the work
among young girls. - : :
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Resolution on the Party Apparatus for Work among Women.

The International Conference on work among women reitera-
tes and confirms the former decisions of the Comintern to the
effect that-a special apparatus within the C.P. is essential for
winning large sections of working women for Communism. The
task of this apjparatus is: to elaborate within the framework of
the Party as a whole, under the leadership and control of the
Party Executives and in close coilaboration with the other
organs of the Party, special methods to secure large sections of
women, to give these methods :an organisational. forn and to put
them into active practice.

The Conference declares that since the V. World Congress
and the 3rd International Conference of Communist Women in
Moscow, considerable progress has been made in many countries
with respect to the formation and development of Party organs
for work -among women. This progress was achieved imainly
on the following fields of activity: -

In a number of countries the network of women’s departments
and women’s organisers has been still more extended as for in-
stance in Great Britain, France and Ifaly. In other Sections the
" first ‘steps towards the tuilding up of an apparatus for work
among women have been made as for instance in the U.S A.
and in South America. In other Sections the already existing
apparatus was thoroughly reorganised by a systematical sub-
ordination of the organs for work #rong women to the control
and leadership ‘of the Party -Exemitives. Thus; old traditions of
keeping work among women separate from the general work
of the Party were overcome to a considerable extent especially
in the C.P.Cz, but also in Norway and partly in Switzerland.

. The activity of the Women’s Department has assumed a
mere. political and systematic character. It is at present more
closely connected politically. and organisationally - with the ge-
neral. activily f the Party, as shown in comnection with all
important actions and campaigns of the Party and partioularly
in connection with this year’s International Wouxren’s Day.

With respect to factory’ nucleus work in ail the bigger
Sections: such as Germany, France, Great Britain, Czechoslovakia,

Italy and Poland, and also in smaller Parties, such as the .

Austrian Party, the foundation was laid for the winning over of
working women and certdin ipractical results were achieved which
find among other things a reflex in the working women cor-
respondents’ movement and in working women’s collaboration
in’ factory ‘newspapers. ‘ : ‘

_In various Sections the Women’s Departments and women’s
organisers of the factory nuclei were working successfully  for
the extension of Party influence over ‘the masses and for giving
it ‘an organisational form through the formation of circles or
groups of sympathisers, as for instance in Italy, France, Poland
and Awustria. ‘ ) PRV 3 :

- . The Conference, however, does not. overlook, because of the
success achieved, the shortcomings still existing in all countries
in the Party organs for work ameng women and in their
activity, ce : ~

1. One of the:main shortcomings consisted in ideological
confusion and difficulties within the Party with respect to the

necessity of the politisation of women generally and the ap-
plication of special methods for this purpose. .

a) This led on the one hand to lack of interest and passivity
with respect to work among women, to leaving it entirely in the
hands of women comrades and thereby to the perpetuation and
encouragement of the “keeping oneseli to oneself” methods and
even to feminist tendencies in women’s departments.

b) On the other hand the pseudo radical theories of the
superfluity of special Party organs for work among women,
particularly in Germany and Czechoslovakia, led to an aimost
wholesale smashing up of the existing women’s commissions and
to the relinquishment of any special work axong weomen. It
was extremely difficult to make good these mistakes and we
have not yet got rid of their after effects. '

2. The activity of the women’s department did not com-
centrate with the necessary intensity on the capture of large
numbers of women outside the Party ranks, with the result that
the absolute and relative nuniber of women Party mémbers is
very sirall and its growth very slaw. - . ,

Not a single Section went about the construction of factory
nuclei and their activisation 'for gaining the supiport of working
women energetically enough and the ratio of working women
among the women Party membership is still not big enough.

. The immediate tasks- of ithe Secjions with respect fo the
constriiction and ddvelopment ‘of the Party apparatus for work -
among women consist in continuing work on the lines laid down
by the IIl International Conference of Communist Women, the
May resolution of the Org. Bureau on work among women and
the First and Second International Org. Conferences. These lines
tested by the experieces of a large number of Sections during
two years’ imply: : ‘ SR L B

Further construction and development of the Party apparatus
for- work among women in all Parties from the women’s de-
partment attached to the C.C. down to:the women’s organiser of
the factory nucleus, refusing to have anything to do with li-
quidatory theories and tendencies. : )

A still stricter organisational and political inclusion of 'this
apraratus within the Party ‘apparafus, with ‘the exclusion of all
separatist traditions and tendencies on the part of the Women’s
Departmetit' and woten comrades. ' SR

Better joint work "between the Women’s Department and
the other respective departments (Org., Agitprop., Trade Union,
etc.) than was hitherto_the case.” . o o

Systematic work and more systematic utilisation and distri-
bution of the existing forces as well ‘as training of new forces
for work among women. : i , '

Politisation and activisation of the Women’s Departmient and
the women’s organisers for work among the masses outside the
ranks of the Party. i .

More attention to the winning over of working wolTen
employed in factories, in particular by means of systematic
nucleus work, trade union work and delegate: meetings. ,

Systematic formation of circles of sympathisers. around the
factorv and street nuclei as a base for the organisation of women
delegate meetings. . I

Directions re Women Deléga'te Me'et‘i_i.igsr.t

L General.

Women ddlegate meetings play an. important role among
the .methods for winning: over organisationally large sections of
working women and for gaining systematic, ideological and
political leadership and influence over them. This method which
in. Soviet Russia, particularly during the last few years, has
proved to be a real school of Communism was already fully
discussed at the Third International Communist Women’s: Con-
ference in Moscow in 1024, and the sections were recommended
to study it carefully. The resolution of the Org. Bureau of the

E.C.C. 1, May:1925; urged the Sections to prepare and organise.

women - delegate meetings.  Although since then' some sections
‘have taken up a positive attitude to this question, only a few of
them, such as those of Great Britain, Germany and Finland,
can place on record practical experiments and successes in this

sphere. In order to develop effectively the existing and as yet
imperfect beginnings and in order. to lay the foundation to this
work- also in other countries, the experiences of the C.P.S.U.
and of other Parties must be continually and carefully studied
and atilised. . -

II. Specific Importance of Women -Delegate Meetings.

-The form which' has been: adopted and developed - with
respect to women delegate meetings in Soviet Russia in-the
present epoch is as follows: 10 every ten factory women workers,
to every 20-—50 housewives, and to every 10—25 peasant woinen,
one .woman delegate is elected for a period -of 12 months. This
delegate is considered the representative of her women electors.
The delegates of a factory, or'a group of factories, of a village
or town saction, constitute in their entirety the delegate meeting
which dis the link between the Party and the non-Party masses.
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The leadership of delegate meetings is in the hands of the
‘Communist Party. The latter carnies on for a year, a systematic
theoretical and practical training of the delegates, who are for
‘thi§ ‘purpose divided into sections, — activity groups — and who
are given guidance and opportunity for practice in the various
spheres of public life — trade unions, co-operatives, Sowviets,
social welfare, etc. The delegates are under the obligation io
report regularly to their electors on the work of the delegate
meetings and on their own activity. On the other hand they
have to keép the delegate meeting informed about the needs,
wishes, criticism and demands of the masses. In this manner,
the delegates constitute on the one hand the mouthpiece of the
masses ifor the Party and on the other hand, they carry the

teachings and slogans oi the Party with respect to the fasks ol .

the workers and peasants in the proletarian State right into the
female masses.
 The typical features of the method of women delegate meeting
which constiiute their particular value are therefore mainly as
follows: '
.a) The delegates who come from ihe ranks of non-Com-
munist and frequenily very backward female masses, - extend
the field of activity of the Party far beyond the ranks of its
memidership. ‘ :
b) The periodical convocation of delegate meetings - enables

%he latter to exzraise not only a passing, but permanent influence
hrough fhe delegates on the circles of women represented by
them and, through the latter also on the mass ol working women.

¢) The organised systematic activity of the delegates is a
great help in the preparation, education, and Iurther, develop-
mént of active womer functionaries from the ranks of the female
miasses for the prolefarian class organisations, particularly - the
trade unions. Women delegate meetings are also the preparatory
school for the entry of their more advanced elements ipto the
Communist Party. ' )

III. The Preparatory Basis and the Beginnings of Women
Délegate Meetings. ' )

1. The pre-revolutionary form of women delegate meetings
in Russia, which still obtains in the East,. difters irom :the
form evolved as follows: . i :
It is not the muss of working women themselves who elect
the delegates from their midst, — the Party selects among this
mass the most aelive elements who seem to be suitable lor
assuming control over the work. These sclected women fullil
exactly the same tasks as the elected delegates and are therefore
to be considered representatives and delegates of the circles of
women from whosz midst they come.

. 2. The. basis of this form of delegate- meetings' was the
factory. Around the nucleus of a factory or a factory depart-
ment, a cirele of. advanced working women, already in touch
with .the Party, grouped itself and on a small scale constituted
the link between the Party and the masses.. As the influence
of Party increased in one or more factonies: through the activity
of "the working women’s circles, more working women were
selected from the mass of working women. After the revolution,
working women’s circles, were converted ‘inte delegate meetings.
Delegates, of other sections of women,— those engaged in home
indusfry, working women’s wives, women officials — were
inked up with these factory delegate m2etings. :

.In, the villages, delegate meetings of peasant women -were
organised,, one delegate being elected 1o every 10-—15..peasant
worien and in remote villages to every 20—25.

i the experience of Soviet Russia and

3. On the strength af
the West, the following process will have 1o be as a rule gone
through.in Western countries for the creation of women delegate
meetings: ) D : .

 The general basis are the: Party nuclei, dirst and foremost
the fa,cto’rybn-ucl‘exi, street and village nuclei coming. next. On
this basis circles of the most active elements. among the working
women are- built up. These circles are the preparatory basis:on
which the actual women delegate meetings- are built up.

. In scmie cases it will be possible to form working wointen’s
circles in factories. without factory nuclei, through sympathising
delegates. It is also quite possible-to bring about .delegate
meetings, without preliminary systematicicircle work ifleadership
through a cerfain pumber of Communist women is guarantead
apd some definite burning question — a strike, etc., provides a
favourable ground for the activisation of the masses. But a firmly
established women delegate meeting which is not to be a passing

phkenomenon, but a permanent form of activity presupposes care-
ful preliminary. work, not only idealogical, but also
organisational. . 3

1V. Adaptation of the Method of Women Delegate Meetings to

Western Conditions. ‘

Compared with the present situation in Soviet Russia, the
construction of delegate meetings in the West, offers far greater
difficulties because in Western countries the Conimunist Parties
cannot do justice to this task unless they carry on a struggle
against the State, the employers, fascism, the bourgeois Partes,
and the Social Democrats. But when coiripared with Czarist Rus-
sia, a number of countries have certainly more favourable ob-
jective ‘possibilities.; An_ impedimtent in this direction in many
Western Parties is the subjective factor — the' immaturity and
political and organisational weakness of the Communist Parties.
With- due consideration to varying conditions, the following
measures for the creation of womien delegate meetings in the
West deserve special attention. "

1. As Western Co:nmunist Parties pay on the whole little
attention to work among the female masses and.as the method
of women delegate meetings is also not sufficiently known even
in Communist women’s circles, a big ideological preliminary
campaign on the subject must be carried on in the ipress and
at Party meetings. ‘

2. As the Cormunist Parties are not yet completely and ac-
tively reorganised on a factory nucieus basis, and as only a very
small percentage of the women members of all Western Commu-
nist Parties are employed in factories attention must be paid to
winning over working women and to the activisation of the
factory nuclei for this task. Women Delegate Meetings must
endeavour to win over the working women in the most important
enterprises, for these women are the kernel of all delegate mee-
tings. - B o
3, In order to win the symizathising ‘active elements especially
working women, and “also other sections of women (working
class ‘house-wives, women - home-industry workers, office wor-
kers, domestic servants, feachers, women engaged in so-called
freb-professions) for the delegate meetings Colrimunist Parties
must be able to utilise the existing: organisations and organs
of the working class. Apart fromthe factories, trade {nions,
co-operatives, war-victims and -house-hoMers organisations, non-
Party women’s organisations, etc., must also serve as a basis
for the attration of cadres of such femtale elements and for the
election of delegates. The non-:Communist' delegates of these or-
ganisations can, inasiar as they are manual or office workers,
help the Party via the delegate meeting to get-into contact with
enferorises where no nuclei: exists- as yet. i :

4. 1 after the establisment of delegate rrieetings in the towns
enough forces remain one should endeavour to organise, after
tha necessary. preliminary work, delegate meetings” of peasant
women and women agricultural labourers in the rural districts
in conjunction and with.-the help of village or estate nuclei. In
connection with this - collaboration with the Communist fractions
in the existing present.organisations .is ‘of particular: importance.

5. As - delegate meetings. in the Western countries rum -the
tisk of :being interfered: with and of coming under the influence
of . political omponents,- Party leadership and contvol over the
deleoate meetinos must be secured by thorough prelirimary work
on the part of the Party ‘as a2 whole, and:also by providing a fully
instruct=d cadre of well-trained women comrades who aré to form
the fraction” in the -delegate meeting. - '

V. A Few Lessons from the \E}xisﬁng Delégate‘Medings in the
| P West. - " i ,

. Attempts at the creation of women delegate mestings were
made in 1924—25 in, Germany, Great. Britain and Finland. Al-
though these far from perfect beginnings differed in forim, and
origin from one another and also from the Russian model, they
were nevertheless very helpful for the organisational capture of
ci~cles of women hitherto unconnected with the Party, for getting
influence over ‘and assuming leadership ‘of working women ‘from
various ipolitical camps and for their mobilisation for wunited
chass struggle activity. SRS : )

But .all these attempts' showed serious defects in some form
ot other. i ;i g o ey

‘1. In all these .attémpts a cadre of active working women,
as the necessary basis in the facto-y, was lacking (circles, groups
of sympathisers). In some cases even the factory as a basis was
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lacking. Nearest to our ideal was perhaps the comiposition of the
working women’s general meeting in Gera, Thuringia, which
consisted of delegates from 23 enterprises in the town. On the
strength of preliminary factory pucleus work the delegates were
elected at working women’s meetings, at the various enterprises.
The delegate meetings in Finland have made considerable pro-
gress; at the first meeting in Helsingiors only 20% of the dele-
gates came from the factery, whilst at the second meeting the
percentage of delegates from the tactory was 75.

" The mumerous meetings in Great Britain consisted entirely
of delegates from various general and women’s organisations,
among whom there were certainly also working women, -who
were however not elected by the enterprise. :

2. The result of this fundamental defect was the irregularity
of the meetings and the absence of continuous systematic work.
In Germany and alsc in Finland the delegate itieeting was not
followed up by further activity. Only in Great Britain there were
cases when delegate meetings elected committees of action which
initiated regular campaigns and mobilised delegates for this task.

3. Both these defects can be remedied if the Parties seoure
for themselves support in the enterprises in the form of factory
nuclei and working wonien circles, which will, on the one hand,
secure . the predominance of the working women element in the
delegate iteetings and will, on the other hand, see to it that the
working women who have been thus won at the delegate mee-
tings be trained for and drawn into continuous active work.,

The Work in Non-Party Mass Organisations.

1. The Necessity to Work in the Mass Organisations.

1. The campaigns for the expropriation of ruling houses
in Germany, against the Morocco War in France, for the release
of Communists and miners in Great Britain, the movement of
the unemployed in Poland, and above all the gigantic struggle
of the Brifish workers, in which large numbers of proletarian
wonien have taken an active part, show the possibilities which
exist for us today to mobilise those proletarian women for re-
volutionary aims who are still keeping away from the Communist
Party. '

}5« In order to utilise these possibilities fully, in order to
draw large sections of working women into the united front
of the proletariat and to comsolidate organisationally the in-
fluence already gained, it is above all essential to carry on
intensive work in all proletarian mass organisations.

3. Our opponents were before us to realise the importance
of activity in the mass organisations, and particularly of late
reformists as well as. the bourgeoisie endeavour to consolidate
" their influence among the female masses particularly in the trade
" union and co-operative sphere (establishment of the international
women’s commission in the international trade umion federation,
establishiment of the women’s co-operative International Guild).
We will not be able to successfully counter-act these tendencies
and ‘o prevent our opponents utilising the proletarian mass
organisations for counter-revolutionary purposes unless we are
able by energetic defence of the interests of working women .in
the proletarian organisations to win also the confidence of
those sections of proletarian women who are at presemt alien
or even hostile to us. o

4. The necessity of the work among women in proletarian
mass organisations has already been delinitely expressed in nu-
merous decisions of our International Congresses (First and Se-
cond Org Conference and of the session of the Enlarged Exe-
cutive). But with respect to carrying out this work, in general
very little has as yet been done. : '

a) In the Trade Unions work among women is as yet rather
weak although it has been already repeatedly pointed out in the
decisions of the Comintern and the R.. 1. L. U. that maximum
attention is to be paid to work in the trade unmioms.: In most
Parties men and women comrades are not even to a suificient
extent ideologically prepared for this work, neither have the
necessary organisational premises — a large enough cadre of
active workers and financial means — ‘been created. '

b) As far as Co-operatives are concerned Great Britain is
the only couniry where actually systematic and sutcessful work
is carried on among women.

¢) Whilst most Parties carry on work among women in
the organisations in sympathy with us — L R. A, L. W.R,, etc,,
although not to a sufficient extent, this work is almost entirely
negllected in the organisations established by our opponents
and for the time being under their domindtion (house-holders,
sporit, peasant organisations, etc.). ’

II. Our Tasks in the Proletarian’ Mass Organisations.

1. In the Trade Unions. The main activity of the Communist
Parties is to e transferred to the trade -unions, which are
organisations destined to be schools of the class struggle. The
trade unions. deal ‘with. the most important economic questions
'‘which comcern working women and which are best fitted to
arouse the class consciousness of women, and to bring them

into the class struggle. Through the trade unions it is possible
to get hold of the most important sections of the female “prole-
tariat and revolutionise it. : :

~a) The reformists are at present carrying on in many
‘countries energetic propaganda among working women, utilising-
‘cleverly in the course of this propaganda the still existing petty
bourgeois moods and tendencies. On the other hand the as
'vet politically backward working women fall very easily wictims
to wltra-Left and syndicalist demagogy which has not yet been
fully overcome in all the Parties. '

It is therefore essential that the Parties should appoint
for trade umion activity among women not only a sufficient
number of workers but also snificiently experienced and trained
‘workers who should endeavour to educate working women into
active trade union members. In this connection delegate meetings
‘can be of great assistance. ' ‘

One of the main premises for correct work among women
in the #rade unionms is full participation in the work by all
Party and trade union organs. ) .

b) Economic crisis and Reorganisation efforts on the part
of employers in a number ol countries affect women first and
foremost. They:are léading today to mass dismissals of women,
to great reductions in women’s wages, to longer working hours,
particularly with respect to women, to the speeding wp system
(introduction of American labour fethods) and to decrease in
the protection of workihg women, etc. Wage reductions with
respect to ‘women constitute, in their turn, the great peril that
employers will miake cheap women’s 1abour compete with men’s
labour and will by incréased discrepancy between mien’s and
‘women’s wages, cause still greater antagonisms améng the
workers. o

¢) The growing acuteness and extension of the econmomic
struggles lend more and more importance to the role played
in - this struggle mnot omly. by working women, tbut also by
working men’s wives. This is a fact which is more and more
recognised by the enemy, as shown particularly by the efforts
of the British “Women’s Guild of Empire” to organise an anti-
strike ‘movement. :

d) The necessary premise for the mobilisation of working
women for the struggle against the capitalist offensive 4nd for
effecfive support for all workers’ struggles is the organisation
of working women in trade unions and their education” info
active elements within them R '
~€) In accordance with the general directions of the C. L it
is essentigl to carry on Communist fraction work not only in the
reformist and Red Trade Unions, but also -in all other trade
unions, -such as Christian, national and especially women’s trade
unons in which a considerable rumber of women are arganised.

1) In_the present situation the main slogan for tmade union
activity is: establishment of national and international trade
union unity. The consolidation of the trade unions by bringing
into -them. large sections of working women and ‘their mobili-
sation for the class demands of the proletariat can act as a
mighty lever for the realisation of trade union wmity. On thé
strength of this the Commmunist Parties and their trade union
fractions must see to it that the trade unions carry -on campaigns
for the trade union organisation of working women, just as this
was .flone in the British trade unions under the pressure of the
Minority Movement, and also partly in the French C. G. T. U.
In orderto be able to carry on successful campaigns it ‘will be
necessary to elaborate a general prograinme of ‘action and also
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fo bring forward -concrete demands for the working women

will ‘ have fo be adapted 'in the various countries and trade

employed in the various branches-of industry. These demands
wnions to the questions which are of paramount importance in
these ‘countries and wunions. In countries which .are seriously
Affected by the economio crisis (Germany ,Great Britain, efc.), the
following demands will have to be given first place: ) ~

Higher- wages (equal pay for equal work) and increased
unemployment ‘doles (the ‘dole to be the same for women as
for men). : ’ o ,
* A shorter working-'ddy and ‘preservation-and development
-of ‘legislation: for the ‘protection of working womern, to counter-
act the speeding up system (the Ford system). e

It is not enough tol carry on propagarda among untemployed
women, these ‘women: must also: be ‘drawn into ‘the existing’ un-
employed committees, or special womens’ commissions should
be formed in the latter. o : e

Campaigns should be'organised evérywhere for the despatch
of working womien’s delegations to Russia, or for the participa-
tion of working 'women:in the general delegations.
“ 2. In the co-operatives. Next to the trade unions proletarian
co-operatives offer the best opportunity to extend “and’ strengthen
Party ' influence among the mass of working women. Large
sections of ‘woimen, - particularly" ‘proletarian’ house-wives, come
into contact with social and political uestions only through the

Co-operatives and can theréfore be’ won' for Commumnism only’

through them. Therefore outr Communist Parties must carry on an
energetic ‘and systematie agitation among women in’ order to
draw them into the co-operative movement and to make thiem
active members of it. ‘ e ~ .

" Up till mow Co-operatives are used almost ‘everywhere by
the relormists"for -the purpose of ‘fostering class truce illusions
among the masses. The fraditional pefty 1bour!ﬁ1tms backwardness
of large sections of working women helps them in ‘this work.
On the “other hand, besides the general towing acuténess of
dlass diflerences the -ever-growing “monopolist  tendencies of ca-
pitalist economy are making themselves mtore’ and more felt

partiotlarly in the consunters’ ‘-co»inera’rim;?{ “and | gradually
pea

destroy the illusion that:dapitalismi «can be p i
by purely ‘co-operative trade methods: Particularly working
women in their capacity of purchasers are made to-realise the
connections which exist between their daily ‘needs ‘and the
entire capitalist system. = . .~ 7 7 ¢ o

hepefore the best way for Commimtists to win' the sympathy
and confidence of large sections 'of women for ‘the Communist
Party and its  aims is — energetic defericd' in the co-opératives
of the -material everyday neéds of the workers. '

Within the co—operaﬁves they - m‘q_stt abq\"/e'ail work ‘f-or,. the

following aims: . ,

«#) «Leadémship “in' the* struggle against high prices and
against the dictatorial tendencies of mings and- trusts, struggle
not only against trade:methods within the framework of alleged
political neutrality, but also in the political sphere, in conjunction
with the other proletarian class organisations. T

b) Struggle against the exploitation of the masses by pro-
tective tariffs-and customs. i o

© 0)-Solidarisation of co-operatives with the workers in all
class conilicts -of an economic and political ‘nature. ,

d) Credits to strikers and unemployed, or care for them free
of charge. .

-e) Establishiment  of feeding cenlres, institutions. where
children-are looked after, etc. T
f).‘Defense and developmert of democracy within the co-
operatives, women being given equal rights, drawing women
into active wollaboration in all co-operative organs. :

3. Re householders organisations. In a number of countries
(Germany, France, Italy, Czecho-Slovakia, Great Britain, the
Balkans etc.) the gradual abolition of rent protection is the order
of the -day. In view of the enorimous interest which proletarian
women fake in these questions it must be possible, particularly
as women are very fully represented in the houscholdered orga-
nisations, to mobilise working women for the struggle for the
following demands: : oo B '

. a) Defense, preservation of the validity and development of
the rent protection legislation. - ‘ ,

b) Construction of new dwellings for the working class.

:.<) Confiscation of dwellings of the rich.

4. In the War Victims Organisations. It is essential to
mobilise women for the following tasks:
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eacefully . overcome

1."Struggle for bigger pensions. )
2. Struggle against ‘an unjust allocation of pensioms.
3. Systematic propaganda against imperialist wars dnd paci-
fist illusions, pointing out the necessity of class struggle.
5. In the Sport Organisations. Proletarian women’s work
in sport organisations is essential for the strengthening of the

class struggle, for educating the masses for collective action,

discipline, solidarity and confidence in their own power. Witii
respect- to wolmen, sport organisations have also the following
tasks to fulfil: :

Enlightenment on protection of womer’s labour, on health
protection in. the capitalist society, on alcoholism and its causes,
etc. :

6. In the International Red Aid. The I. R. A has two tasks
to fulfil: ' '

L. To support materially, juridically and meorally the pro-
letarian victims of the class struggle (political prisoners, poli-
tical emigrants, their wives and children).

2. Tol bring new sections of the population in the ranks of
the struggling proletariat by means of active solidarity in the
struggle against terror and class justice, and also by means of .
political education. Ea ' ‘ s

Hitherto. womet, with a few exceptions (Germany, Poland
and Italy) have not participated qctively enough in the work of
the I. R. A. Therefore if is absolutely necessary: ]

2) That wotiten pirticipate moré and more.in the organi-
sational struttute of the 1. R. A. “(co-operative affiliation of
women’s organisations 10 ‘the 1. °R. A., canvass of individual
members of the 1. R. A., especially amongst women. Inclusion
of women amiongst I. R. A -officials from leading bodies to the
nuclei; active participation in all manifestoes and campaigns. of
the I. R. A. oppening p the columns.of the Woiten’s press for
L. R A. reports. Publication of I. R. A. special editions of the
womnten’s press on such special occasions as March 18th; etc.)

b) That women should be particularly active in relief activity
(collection of funds, distribution of same, help in the work con-
nected with ‘children’s homes, organisation of holiday colonijes,
organisation of the adoption of orphans of the Revolution, parti-
cipation in the Prisoners’ Councils existing in* Germiany, etc.)

¢) That women regard as chief task. in, connection ,with the
L R. 'A. the moral support and political education of the wives
and children of the victims of the proletarian revolution (re-
gular visits, study of their. position -in exceptional cases such
as illness, etc., the organisation of special “help,. supply of
literature, efc.). . e §e e i

In this' connection it is important. that on ‘the ‘occasion. of:
every new murder, arrest and emigration of a proletarian. contact
should be gained imupediately with his relatives.

1. In’ the International Workers Relief. By making ‘it its
business to' come to the assistance of the workers in cases: of
great need, the 1. W.R. provides working women with splendid
opportinities to give proof: of their practical ‘solidarity with the
working class. By making women serve the interests of the
working class their class, solidarity is awakened and developed,
so that even ppetty bourgeois circles of women can be won'over
as sympathisers and allies of the working class. - : ‘

The specific activity of working women in the 1. W. R.
consists, on the one hand, in propaganda and organisation of

* activity connected with the house to house collection’ of funds

and .on the pther hand, in active participation in practical #asks,
such as taking up collections, distributing food stuffs and ‘clothes,
sefting wp and supervising public kitchens, org#nising the care
of children, etc. : i '

... ‘8. In the Self-Defence Organisations. The -growing’ acuteness
of the capitalist offensive, the adoption of fascist methods in
a number of countries, the increased efforts of the bourgeoisie,
not only to develop the “technical aid” and the other strike-
breaking corps (Great Britain), but also to capture particularly
the women in these organisations for the fulfilment of definite
tasks, make it incumbent on us to prepare for the civil war also
the women in the seli-defence organisations.

It is "advisable to form special departments for the training
of women for special tasks. (Strike-pickets, food supply, first aid,
children’s care, information, etc.). )

_ Il Organisational Forms and Methods of Work,

1. The organisational forms to be adopted in the work'
among women in non-Party mass organisations have already
been laid down in the decisions of the First and Second Org
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Conference and in the May resolution of the Org Bureau of
the E. C. C. L. In every Communist fraction, first and foremost
in the fractions of branches of industry employing large numbers
of women, a women’s organiser or a wemen’s commuission must
be appointed whose business it is to. organise together with
the women’s organisers of the factory .nuclei, the work among
women. Wherever there is a prospect fo increase the iniluence
of the Communist fraction through the formation of special.
circles of sympathising women, Communists ean progeed. to-
do. so where truly effective fractions exist (in the trade unions,
co-operatives, etc.). These circles will create opportunities for
a wmore intensive education of . larger numbers of non-Party
women and will contribute to the development of their revolu-
tionary self-activity. .

2. In the trade unions, co-operatives. and all .other proletarian
mass ornganisations, Communists must see to it that women’s
commissions be formed in “the leading organs, on the model
of those in the French C. G. T. U. and in the British Minority,
Movement. . ;

The task of these commissions should be to study the labour
conditions of working women (collection of material, o give
these womnen a revolutionary. education, .to circulate literature as
a means of preparation of campaigns to win over working
women: for trade unions and to mobilise the working women
for definite campaigns. . .

3. Wherever our opponents have already formed such com-
missions, as for instance in the textile workers union in Germany,
we must enter them and carry on fraction work within them. -

Under certain circumstances it might be .expedient — as
already done in some organisations (the I. R. A. for instance) —
to form special women’s activity-groups for special tasks. .

" Wherever wamen’s guilds exist in the co-operatives in which
proletarian women are organised, Communists. must’ carry on
fraction work: in order to wutilise them for the united, front in
the’ struggle against capitalism. : » e

- The formation of new women’s guilds is as a rule to be
regarded inadmissible. In exceptional cases in which the Party
executive Comimittee considers the formation of women’s guilds
necessary for exceptional tactical reasons, they may be formed,
detailed information being given each time to Comintern.

* NON-PARTY WOMEN'S ORGANISATIONS,

Introduction,

- In almost: all the countries both in the West and FEast,
there are plenty of various non-Party proletarian, petty-bourgeois
and peasant women’s organisations in which, generally speaking,
Communist Parties did not ‘begin to work until quite recently.

It is the proletarian women’s organisations which receive
most attention from the Communists. Some of -them are, with
respect to leadership and programme, akin to the organisations
of the working class, whilst others are under bourgeois and
above all under national and clerical leadership although the
over-whelming majority of their members are proletarian women.

Among these onganisations there are two main groups:

a) Organisations with an old tradition where Communists

have no leading influence. This applies particularly to the Anglo-
American and Scandinavian countries. Among these organisations
women’s trade unions play a special role. : .
. b) Organisations of recent date which were formed at the
initiative. or ‘with the assistance of Communmists mnder whose
leadership they are. These organisations mray be ‘considered in
sympathy with the Comintern and include:

The Red Women’s and Girls’ League in Germany, the
House-wives’ Leagues in Norway, the United Working Women’s
Council anrd - the Mothers’ Leagues in the United States of
America, . the Federation of Working Women’s Leagues in
Canada, the Working Women’s Guilds in Great Britain, the
groups of sympathisers in IHaly, the Widows and Mothers
Anti-war Committees in France, efc.

1. The Imj)ortance of Non-Party Women’s Organisations.

.Experience has shown that among large sections of women
there is a certain inclination to organisational amalgamation.
But the less politically enlightened these sections of wommen are,
the less they are inclined to affiliated to the general mass orga-
nisations of the proletariat, — trade unions, ce-operatives, etc.,
or to the Communist Party. The low percentage of women
members “in- the trade unions and Communist Parties even in
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countries with such a high capitalist and cultural development
as Germany, Great Britain and France, speaks for ifsalf. Still
greater diffiqulties are in the way of the organisation of women
together with the men in countries with a backward eapitalist
development where, moreover, women are under the spell of
tradition and religion, as for instance in Spain, in the agrarian
districts of Italy, in the Balkans and particularly in Eastern
countries. o e s
On the other hand, the experiences of many-of our Sections
have shown that bourgeois-national, clerical, feminist and paci-
fist-Parties and Leagues have known how to make use of the
mood . and . ideology- of working women- so as to bring them
under, their influence and organise and lead them in an anti-
proletarian spirit. . AT
Under such circumstances, women’s organisation in special
women’s leagues might be the bridge leading from total absznce
of organisation among the female masses to their inclusion into
the general organisations together with the men of their class.
In this connection the main thing is;to draw. working women
into the trade unions. As women’s organisations are the first
step towards organisation, political enlightenment and collective
activity:- of women for common interests they will — in spite of
the apparent transitory separation of women from men — be in
the end a lever for the extension' of the.revolutionary united
front, by bringing in @ roundabout way new sections of women
into the great commeon front.. . o
" The already existing organisatiops and groupings of women
are at the same. time a reservoir of active female forces which
must be utilised for the creation of delegate mweetings in the

factories, particularly, where direct Party influence in the enters.

prises and trade unions is still weak. . :

- Communists must not over-estimate - the importance of
women's organisations. and overlook and- neglect, because ‘of
t_hggx, the most important spheres of work:in the factories:and
trade wnions, neifher mwust they reject. activity through the
women’s organisations and within them as an auxiliary means:
for the preparation apd support of the work in the fundamental
spheres — the factories and trade umions. Rl ’

- . The ‘fundamental tasks which Communists must set  them-
selves in the non-Party women’s organisations arer:

.- a) Political ‘enlightenment of the members in the &pirit of
class, struggles. e o

" b) Raising women’s activity and self-confidence by systematic
training in thinking, speaking, writing and acting. .

- ©) Awakening the interest and -activity of the membeérs in
all important tasks and struggles of the working class.

"«) Propaganda among the proletarian section of the members
for adherence to the general organisations of the proletariat,
particularly to trade unions, co-operatives, and Red Aid, pro-
paganda in favour of proletarian children joining the Y. C. L.
and the Communist Children’s groups and-6f drawing the ‘more
developed proletarian  women, above all; working women” who
have gone _through the school of delegate meetings into - the
Communist Party. . . . ‘

€) Utilisation of the organisation for systematic propagarida,
preparation. and election of delegate meetings and also for
supporting” delegate meetings in carrying out definite tasks:

.. Work in the women’s organisations can on no account be
considered a substitute for the organisation of women delegates
meetings. T

2. Attitude to the Existing Non-Party 'Women’s Organisations.

According to the general decisions of the Comintern Com-
munists go into all the organisations of the proletariat and the
small peasantry, therefore also into the non-Party weomen’s
organisations, and form fractions there. The task of the fractions
are determined by the competent Party Execufive. ‘

3. Formation of New Women’s Organisations.

1. In the countries of West Europe and America, the forma-
tion of new general women’s organisations at the initiative of
the Communist Party is not to be recommended. On the other
hand it is certainly permissible to form prolefarian women’s
organisations for definite actions in connection with any im-
portant economic and political circumstances. The constriction
and activity of these organisations should be such as to enable
them to be an auxiliary means for' the onsolidation of the
general class organisations of the proletariat. Decisions on the
formation of such organisations rests with the C.C. of the Party.
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The latter is under the obligation to keep the Women’s Depart-
ment of the E. C. C. L. fully informed about this.

2. In colonial and Eastern countries, the excessive political,
economic and cultural backwardness of the female masses and
also the inadequacy of Party influence among the masses are to
be taken into comsideration. For . these reasons, more scope
can be given here to the formation of new woinen’s organisations,
but care must be taken that existing conditions be carefully
examined in every separate case.

3. The Party must in every case examine among other things
the question of available forces for the leadership of the new
organisation. ‘

a) The leading organ of the orgamisation is not to consist
entirely of mombers of the Communist Party. It is essential, to
have non-Communist elements in the Executive in order to raise

recruiting power outside the organisation and in order to train
and mobilise new forces. After examination by the competent
Party executive, the strength of the Communist fractions in the
executives is to be regulated — in accordance with existing con-
ditions — in a manner to guarantee leading influence tc the
Comimunists.

b) Generally speaking, it is not obligatory for women Party
memmbers to join the women’s organisation. But if required the
Party can make it obligatory for individual women members. or
groups of women comrades to join the women’s organisation
for the purposz of carrying out definite tasks. !

¢) The work of the Communist fractions in the organisation
must be carried on under the leadership and control of the
Party in accordance with the general directions of the Comintern
for fractions in non-Party organisations.

Instructions on Educational Work and the Press.

The maximum of attention must be directed to the winning
over and the education of women, since in ‘accordance with
the decision of the Plenum, the centre of gravity of the work
of the Communist Party has been transferred to winning over
the masses, of whom working women are the main coxrponent
part. To do justice to this task there must be participation by
the Party as a whole, its functionaries and rank and file mem-
bers must be made to realise the necessity of winning over
large sections of women to the side of Communism.

Therefore, work among- women must no longer remain
the task of the Women’s Departments and women’s organisers
only. All the functionaries and the entire Party apparatus must
be set in motion to win over large sections of women, to over-
come the mistaken idéa of many men comrades that the work
of winning over women is a task of secondary importance, and
also - that other and still more unfortunate notion that weomen
have nothing to do with politics.

Therefore, the educational activity of the Party must take
all' the circumstances into consideration and make sure that
the necessary .measures, particularly the education of the work-
ing women employed in factories, receive due attention in the
Party programme. o

'Educational Work.

To give the Party membership a fundamental political and
practical education is one of the general tasks of the Party,
especially of the Agitprop Department. ,

The Women’s Depariment of the Party, as an organ of
the Party as a whole for, work among women, has within the
framework of the entire: educational work the special task of
seeing to it that werk among women be given the necessary
consideration. In connection with this three points are of par-
ticular importance:

1. The Party as a whole — both women and men members
— must be made to take up correctly an ideological-political
attitude towards Cojrmunist work among women, and a definite
fundamenta! knowledge of women’s role in society ‘and in the
class struggle must be imparted to them, particularly in view
of the present revolutionary epoch.-

2. As many Party members as possible mmust be induced
to take an interest in practical work among women and must
be educated for it. (Cadre of functionaries for work among
wonten.) :

3. Educational work among women members must be such
as to enatble every woman to take an active part in Party
work among women or in other spheres.

All this makes it incumbent on the women’s department to
concentrate on the two main spheres of educational work:

.- 1. Full Utilisation of the General Educational Opportu-
nities (schools, courses, debates ,reporters’ courses) offered by
the Party. .

2. Formation of special courses as a supplementary measure
for the special purpose of doing justice to those subjects which
can receive omly little, or no attention at all, in the gemeral
eourses, efc, :

I General Party Education.

In this connection, the Women’s Department together with
the Agitprop have to proceed as follows:

1. They must include in the programme (plan of work) of
the schools, ‘courses, etc.,. items important for work among
women (for instance women’s rtole in the various stages of
history of human society) in connection with the labour move-
ment; the necessity to draw women into social production, in
connection with the programme of action of. the Party; the
main reasons and opportunities for the mobilisation of women;
in connection with organisational questions; the structure and
tasks of the Party apparatus for work among women, etc.

In connection with all these questions, the Women’s Depart-
ment has to do its share in supplying teachers and students
with the necessary material. Eventually it will have to appoint
itself the teaching staff for certain courses or sections. ’

2. It will have to include into the programme of the edu-
cational work of the Party questions connected with work
among women which offer particular difficulties or are ideologi-
cally vague, in order that a special study be made of them,
for instance sex equality (the right to vote, equal pay, competi-
tion between male and female labours, etc.) o

3. It must see to it that women members be driwm in
large numbers into the general courses.

It must fix a definite minirum of women’s entries and ad-
vise and take part in the selection-of suitable women students
for definite courses. .

II. Special Courses.

Two main types of such courses must be ocomsidered:

1. Courses for the training of the active body of Party
functionaries (women and men) for work among women.

These forces pre-suppose a certain amount of elementary
Party education. On this basis’ they deal entirely with special
questions. indispensable for work among wolmen.

These courses may be comprehensive and of long duration
and may deal for instance with the following important subjects:

a) Women’s role in history and in the modern labour move-
ment including results of the proletarian revolution in Russia:

b) Relation of the general tasks and slogans of the CP.
to the question of women’s emancipation.

¢) Thorough study of the so-called “women’s questions” as
opportunities for the mass mobilisation of women (political
fights, protection of women’s labour, wage questions, mother
and child care, position of unmarried mothers and their childrer,
family and matrimonial rights).

d) Forms and methods of Party work among women.

Other courses to follow on these may be used for the
training and education of functionaries (women and men) for
Definite spheres of work on the basis of the former experien-
ces; factory work, trade unions, co-operatives, working women
correspondents, women reporters, etc. :

Finally, there are the short duration courses for the pre-
paration of Definite Campaigns, such as Women’s Day, Lenin
Week, important national campaigns of a Section, etc.
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od 2. Elementary Courses first and foremost for women com-
rades. : S

An elementary education of all Party imembers through the
general courses of the Party is desirable. .

Experiences has shown that the Party elementary courses
are not elementary enough for politically ‘unprepared “members.
This frightens many away, particularly women, from participa-
tion in these courses.

Therefore, it is essential to organise special courses for
the totally uneducated members particularly for the newcomers.

These courses may be of various kinds, in accordance with

the degree of education of those who want to attend {hem.
' Beginning with more or less marrow circles, they can be
if necessary, extended in the event of a mass influx of new
members into the Party, as for instance at the time of the Lenin
recruitment in Russia, into periodical big meetings of an in-
structive character. ) .

Experiences has ‘shown that such courses are well ‘attended,
particularly by women. Therefore, women’s departments should
induce the Party to give due consideration to the organisation
of such courses. SR Lo

.. The aim of the special courses for utterly untrained (parti-

larly new) members is — to explain to them on the basis
of the concrete situation and the mutual tasks of the Party,
the principles ‘of -the revolutionary class struggle and the aims
of the Communist Party. This grounding is to prepare them for
sitocessful participation” in further educational work side by side
with the other Party members, and serve as a basis frofm
which they can undertake some Party function after the neces-
sary practical training. ' o

TIL Orgaﬁjsaﬁon‘ and Methods of the Conrses.

1. The barriers between the various forms of the special
courses under II are.not rigid. .

. In many cases courses of {raining for definite spheres of
Party work (work among women, trade unions, etc). will fol-
low up the miore comprehensive gencral course, — will so to
speak, form the advanced grade, — the participants in the first
course being . divided among the warious: special courses which
constifute. the: second course. ST '

. Ia the same manner the el.emenfary prdpar‘atofy courses

will, as a rule, have to be. continued for practical reasoas in

the form of further imstruction for practical work.

Arrangements with respect to the various types of courses
and. the selection of students will have to be regulated from
case to case as necessity arjses.. . . - ‘

2. On the strength of past experience, the following jpoints
must be taken into consideration with respect to methods and
organisation: L

a) The more decentralised the courses are, the broader the
seations of members — particularly women members — they
can absorb and the better they can be adapted to concrete .con-
ditions. : ' o
b) Educational work:: should be conducted according to
mwodern pedagogical méthods (development of seli-activity). No
long lectures, seminary ‘exercises, written work, organisation
of discussions on the standipoint of our opponents.

©) When selecting the teaching staff, quality must be the
first consideration, in: order that the most inadequate trainers
should not be allotted to the women as is frequently the case.

Alteady during the preparatory period the ecapacity of the

teachers at the disposal of the. courses must be seriously con-
sidered. Care should also be taken that the number of sfudents

be not excessive, in order to make individual intercourse. bet-.

ween leaders.and pupils possible. . g )

d) The courses should be steadily wutilised by tnaking  the
acquired knowledge the subject of debates, or by organising
circles on- the whole course. Lo .

e) At the end of the course the students are to receive
further advice and instruction in practical Party work. .

. In connection with all these courses the initiative, the parti-
cipation in the preparation of progranimies and material and
also the selection of teaching staff and students rest with the
women’s department, as it has a special interest in such courses.

' But preparation of the subject matter itself should be made
joimtly with the 'Agitprop, and organisational preparation with
the competent Party Executives and their Org.-Departments.

International Press Correspondence

. through the inclusion of women’s pages.

THE PRESS.

Form Substance and Volume of the Women’s Press, International.
and' Nationally.

The Intermational Press.

A bulletin as leading central organ for dealing with. actual
questions on the basis of principle and for international ex-
ohangg of national experiences in campaigns, with respect to
organisation and the ipress. Every now and then devoting a
whole nuxber Yo some burning question of principle, utilising
from time to time -the material in the Jdorm of a pamphlet.

The Party Press of the Sections.
Press for Recruiting Purposes Among the Masses,

. L. Central organ for large sections of working womien, the
title: not to be an official Party titlg,  ditto. with respect to
the ‘optWand appearance of the publication. Special emphasis to
be laid on gaining large numbers of working women, in the
factories and frade umions. Moreover, to give effect to a real
“smytchka”, we miust turn our attention to the capture of those
sections of the population which count in-the respective country
(for instance, peasant wolmen, women engaged “in home in-
dustries). : A

Brighenting up the press by ‘pictures reflecting’ womern’s
role in the fighting iront. of the revolutionary proletariat on’
an international scale. : g B

. 2. All sections must have a central organ. Wherever it is pos-
sible, district or local organs of a: smaller’ volume should be
published. These organs are. to link wp the needs and struggles
of the working women  in the district or town with the wider
issues and. give a vivid picture of factery and: social events by
means of a big staff of working women correspandents {on the-
model of the “Arbeiterin”; Berlin), . . S ol .

3. Women’s pages: or platforms and working women’s cor-
respondence in the general press. on.the model of the women’s .
periodicals. S e i .

+ 4. Wdrlen’s pages in the -factory newspapers, women to
contritute to them. L . : :

5. Pamphlets and leaflets (pamphlet for agitation and pro-
panganda among the female masses). '

Supiplementing printed material by hand production.

6. Collection and adyvance publication of agitation material
on Soviet Russia in various forms, making use of all possibilities
— correspondence, poems; essays, theatrical pieces:: !

7. Production and collection of illustrated material, both
national and international. : : :

+ 8 Exchange of articles! and . corresponderice, 'newspajpers
etc., on @ 'national and international scale: B ‘

9. Production and collection of - theatrical ‘pieces and re-
citation imaterial, propaganda material generally. o

10. Initiative and encouragément in”the matter of getting
literature from working women’s circles. o . i

11. The formation:of editorial boards and attraction of a
circle of contributors and .working women correspondents.

12. Tradining of active elements and working women eor-
respondents through -the:'editorial boards. :

I. Material for the clearing up of the Political Attitude and for
Practical Guidance in the Work among Women.

1. Publication of articles and imaterial in the general organs
of the Party and in the dailies, the scientific .organs, the trade
union press, the co-operative press. :

2. Issuing instruction, reporters’, teachers’ and students’ ma-
terial on special questions (trade wunion, ‘protection of women’s
labour, abortion paragraphs, etc.).. ) ,

3. Information material for one’s use and information.

111 -U‘.ﬁlisation of the Non-Party Press.

1. Utilisation of sympathising - wémen’s newspapers - and
newspapers of sympathising or néutral’ proletarian organisations

2. Supply of material ~to- proletarian and petty-bourgeois
press of organisation not under our influence. S

3. Following wp carefully :and utilising women’s periodicals
of other tendencies and polemical attitude to their views.
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