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The chairman, Comrade Kolarov, opened the session at
7 p. m. In the name of former political prisoners and political
exiles Comrade Felix Kohn greeted the Plenum.

Comrade FELIX KOHN:

Dear Comrades:

I great you on behalf of the Moscow section of the
Society of Former Political Prisoners and Political Exiles.
(Applause.)

In our ranks, comrades, are representatives of all political
generations. In our ranks we even have a comrade who fought
upon the barricades of the Paris Commune (Applause). We
have among us, comrades, those. who were sentenced to death,

we have comrades among us who spent twenty years in 1he
Schliisselberg Fortress.

Among our members there are workers, peasants, sailors
and soldiers who, in the last years on the eve of the overthrow
of Czarism, were condemned to prison labour by the dying
absolutism. Comrades, many of those who now belong to our
organisation are no longer able physically to continue active
work for the revolution. Those who are still” able to do so
— they are in the ranks of the Party, in the ranks of the revo-
lutionists. Those who are no longer physically able, follow
tensely every working class movement, every struggle as it
proceeds. And all these comrades, who have now come together
at a time when the VII. Enlarged Executive of the Communist
International is in session, have sent me here to bring you
their greetings. These comrad»es have adopted the following

Resolution of Greeting

“The general meeting of the members of the Moscow
Section of the Society of Former Political Prisoners and Political
Exiles hails — in the delegates to the VII. Enlarged Executive

”of the Commumst International,

— the vanguard of the in-
numerable millions of proletarlans and toiling peasantry of all
countries and. colonies who are mow rising -in the struggle
for their’ emancipation.

The Moscow Section of this society numbers ‘in its ranks
about 1000 revolutionists who have fought against Czarism,
and who included the most varied parties and generations. .In
our ranks we have comrades who fought even upon the barri-
cades of the Paris Commune, we have veterans of the revo-
lutionary  propaganda and terrorist struggle of the ‘seventies’
of the past century, those who have spent  whole decades in the
Czarist dungeons, and also young workers, soldiers and sailors
who fell into the claws of Czarism shortly before its downfall.

This thousand revolutionists, men and women, have had to
pay a total of 000 years of suﬁermg and torture in the prisons
of bloody Czarism because, instead of taking the peaceful life
of bourgeois well-being, they preferred to take up the red banner
of revolutionary socialism and to merge their persomal destiny
with the fate of the workers and peasants who carry on the

struggle for the emancipation of toiling mankind from every
exploitation and oppression.

Our Society of Former Political Prisoners and Political
Exiles knows from personal experience that the 'closer an
oppressor class and its despotic government is forced by Historv
to the brink of its yawning grave, the more bestial will- become
its tortures and the more desperate the struggle for the con-
tinuance of its atrocious existence.

We see in the present moment the bacchanalia of the bloody
White Terror which has tortured or destroyed thousands, even
more bestially than did the Czarist autocracy, thousands irom
among the ranks of the millions-strong masses of revolutionary
workers and peasants who are waging their struggle for
emanmpatmn irom world capitalism, beginning from Japan.
China ana Indonesia, crossing India and the countries of the
Near Eazst, Italy, the European “democracies”™ over to the
“democracy” of the American billionaires.

"



1506 International Press

Corresp.c@epce No. 88

To all these victims of World Capital, we former victims
of Czarist Despotism send, through you, our Warmest Frater-
nal Greetings (Applause).

We see in this bacchanalia of bestial White Terror definite
signs that the triumph of the international Communist revoliition
is approaching and we are proud to great in you, the delegates
to the Enlarged Executive of the Communist International, the
worthy representatives of that fortunate- world proletariat and
peasantry whose enviable lot it has become — to burst asunder
the shackles and to free from the prisons of capitalism and
imperialism the whole of toiling humanity — to give it freedom
and create for it the opportunity to join with the already liberated
vanguard — the peoples of the Soviet Union —  in the joint
building of a world-wide union of Socialist Soviet Republics.

. Guard, as you would the apple of your eye, the great revolu-
tionary principles and slogans inscribed upon the banners of
the Comintern, : ; g ;

Guard, as you would the appje of your eye, unity in the
ranks of your Party and in the enfire Commumist International
— this is the guarantee for the victory of your banners. (Ap-
plause.) . e - ,

Fight for the unity and the revolutionisation of the whole
international trade union movement. :

Strengthen at all costs the revolﬁtidﬁér); spirit in your ranks,
strengthen the faith in the victory and the will to struggle for

the‘ triumph of the interﬁaﬁonal Commrupist mmlm@x :

In all your countries orgahise, under the banner of the
International Red Aid, the millions of workers and peasants,

not only to defend the victims of White Terror, but also to create
mighty reserves for the revolutionary vanguard.

Carry forward the mighty, sacred banner of liberation for
all mankind entrusted to you by history, and you, the revolu-
tionary Commumists of this generation, will be rewarded as no
single’ generation of revolutionaries has ever yet been rewarded.
You will complete the cause of the October Revolution in the
whole world and .will open the way of the young generations:
of the world proletariat and peasantry to real freedom, enlighten-
ment and the happiness of all mankind.

Long live the world-wide alliance of the workers and pea-
sants of all countries, all colonies, under the banner of the-
Communist Internatiopal! ) :

Long live revolutionary consciousness, revolutionary will
and ‘ugity -of the toiling masses, the Communist Parties-and the
Comumtunist International! '

Long live the Interhatiodial Red Aid!

Long live the Coriimiist world revolution! (Stormy ap-
-plause.) b i x At .
CLARA ZETKIN: (in Russian):
Our hearty, warmest greetings to.our old heroes! They were

" also our revolutionary teachers. Long live our venerable former

political prison
Zetkinl?y, -

Cdvmi‘?tsédes!‘Loﬁg live the world revolution!
(Stormy applause. Cheers.)

rs! (Stormy applause.) (Shouts: “Long live Clara

Comrade Bukharin, reporting on

The International Situation and the Tasks of the
- Comintern.

Commades, you have before you a printed, comprehensive
report containing an analysis of the present situation — with
statistics and various exhibits — that is all in my printed report*).
I therefore consider it entirely superfluous %o .enter upon a re-
petition of the ideas I have developed in that report. My present
task consists in emphasising certain essential questions.

In my printed report I characterised the situation as one

etween two waves of the revolution. I would consider it desi-
rable, therefore, to enter into a little, or if they prefer, even
an ‘extensive polemic with our opponents, and particularly with
the 'Social Democrats.

THE GENERAL APPRAISAL OF THE PRESENT EPOCH.

. How does the Social Democracy, which after. all, wants to
be a “workers” party — even though in quotation marks — ap-
praise the present situation? :

. According to the Social Democrats we are living in a normal
epoch of capitalist development. According to this the status
in which capitalism finds itself is supposed to be an almost
normal, yes, even a quite normal one. According to the Social
Democrats, the new element in this development consists in the
new organisational form of capitalism, within national as well as
international spheres. In a whole series of countries competition
on the part of organised capital is on the decline and powerful
organisations are also arising on a world-economic scale. The
political expression of all these processes, according to the
Social Democrats, are.such factors as the League of Nations, the
Pan-European movement, the various conventions and treaties
between the: different countries, etc. All these factors are sup-
posed to be so important, so tremendous, and so pregnant with
extraordinarily great importance for the analysis of the present
situation, that they are alleged to introduce a fundamental change

in the condition of things. The Social Democracy dares to main-

*) See “Inprecorr”. No. 85, Decembar 3, 1926.

tain that the generally accepted Marxist theses, for example, the
famous all-inclusive and universally known thesis on the inevi-
tability of wars in the epoch of capitalism, 1s already out of date,
and no longer corresponds with realities. Therefore, the Social
Democrats say, that we are approaching a new phase of capita-
list development. At this moment, we are said to have peace —
not in heaven, but on earth. The so-called pacifist ideas, etc., are
already now taking on flesh and blood, and the League of Na-
tions itself is to be an instrument of these noble efforts on behalf
of peace. Hilferding, and other theorists of the Social Democracy
also, have expressed this quite clearly. )

If we remain with both feet on' the ground of reality, can
assertions of this sort really be maintained? In our eyes such
statements, when compared with the reality, are comical: from
the standpoint of reality this whole theory is simply a blaif.
And in fact can one perchance in any way compare the present
situation with pre-war conditions? Can we possibly maintain that
capitalism dis passing . through a “normal” epoch and that it is
developing under “normal” conditions? In my opinion, we can
say only the direct opposite, and the mere fact of the existence
of the Soviet Union suifices for the statement that capitalism is
living under ahnormal conditions. The fact of the existence of
our proletarian Republic is in itself the expression of the extra-
ordinary condition, the extraordimary situation in which capi-
talism now finds itself.

We are confronted with so tremendous an event as the Far-.
Eastern revolution, the beginning of which we see in the great
revolution in China. Is this perhaps the expression of a “normal”
development? Is this perhaps a little detail? Is this perhaps an
insignificant factor? Of course not. This factor possesses such
tremendous and historic specific gravity that for this reason alone
the present situation cannot be considered as normal.

The decline of Great Britain, the contradictions within the
capitalist social order — all these are. also no little details, these
are facts of greatest imporance which must not be under-esti-
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mated. Looking upon these events from the viewpoint ol capi-
talist contradictions and of the diplomatic moves taking place
between the various nations, the question arises as to whether
one can maintain that these contradictions have become less. By
no means! Who has attempted to prove this? Who has ever tried
to furnish evidence to substantiate it? We maintain that since the
war the comtradictions have become greater, and that they are
being re-produced anew on a wider scale and on a higher stage.
The most poweriul among the existing factors consists in the
dictatorship of the proletariat in what was Russia, and in the
Chinese Revolution. These two factors furnish eloquent proot
that the former foundation of the capitalist social order no
longer exists. And in fact, we see at the present time how
efforts are being made to rescue capitalism with the aid of extra-
ordinary, exiremely intensified methods of exploitation in those
countries in which no immediately revolutionary situation exists
and in which the curve of capitalist development is temporarily
even rising. )

The lack of all those conditions which formerly constituted
the foundation of capitalism, makes itself felt, therefore, in a
sharpened struggle against the working class — since only
through such a sharpening can the bourgeoisie hope for the
salvation of the capitalist order of society.

FOR OR AGAINST THE STABILISATION OF CAPITALISM?

There immediately arises before the workers’ parties the
absolutely fundamental = question: for the Stabilisation of Ca-
pitalism or against the Stabilisation of Capitalism? And, to a
certain extent, this .question becomes the parting of the ways
within the working class, according to which the Social Demo-
cracy is for the stabilisation, while we are opposed. This deci-
sive principal policy is determined by a whole series of other
tactical premises. Thus, e. g. the Social Democracy is — against
the Soviet Union. Why? Because the existence of the Soviet
Union is a factor that directs itself objectively against the sta-
bilisation of capitalism. The Soviet Union is the destructive factor
in the confines of the capitalist world economy and of the whole
system of capitalist nations. ) o

Of course, in the process of the exchange of commodities,
capitalism is able to make profits from the Soviet. Union, but
this has a secondary significance: all trade treaties, all recogni-
tion of the Soviet Union etc., all these are phenomena of se-
condary importance. In principle not this is what is weighty,
not this determines the line of .world. history. The bourgeoisie
understand this excellently.

On the whole, the Social Democracy is against the Far-
Eastern Revolution. One can say even of a reiatively so Left
mclined Social Democracy as the Austrian, even of the Party
of Otto Bauer, that it stands hostile or half-hestilely neutral
towards .. the Far-Eastern Revolution. Why? Because the Far-
Eastern Revolution is a tremendous factor of a destructive nature,
a powerful factor which blocks the way of capitalist stabilisation.
The Social Democracy is even against all so-called ‘“disorder”
in Western [Europe, and against every sort of “disorder” as
such. It is extremely hostile towards the British strike. It was of
course against the General Strike in England and especially
against its extension, since this is tantamount to the undermining
of the normal “order”.

Any and all elements destructive of or interfering with the
stabilisation of capitalism, regardless of whether they involve
the Far-Eastern Revolution, the Soviet Union, or a big political
or”economic- strike in Europe — all are fought by the Social
Democracy in one form or another. And vice versa, almost every
factor that fostérs and favours the ‘stabilisation of capitalism
enjoys the support of the Social Democrats. Why is this? The
Social Demogcrats of all countries support, e. g., a robber organi-
sation like the League of Nations, because in their eyes it
represents the best means for the liquidation of the contra-
dictions .in capitalism, as well as the best means of advancing
the stabilisation of capitalism even though only for a time, for
the immediate future. In this connection the Social Democracy
looks upon the League of Nations as an instrument of peace
that must be supported. The Social Demoeracy holds that, in
essence, the League of Nations is an instrument of stabilisation
and for that reason — an instrument of peace. Consequently the
Sotc1.a1 Democracy is also for the pan-European movement, for
a “just distribution” of the colonies, etc., etc. The conclusions
that we have to draw from this are about the following:

The treason committed by the Social Democracy in our
epoch, in our own day, in recent weeks and months, is a far
greater treason tham that which it committed in August 1914.
the clear recognition of this fact has not yet penetrated thoroughly
even in our own ranks. One may say also that the proletariat
as a whole has not yet come to a recognition of this. For this
reason our task comsists primarily in enlightening the working
class on this fact.

Why is the treason of the Social Democracy greater in our
own day than it was in August 1914? The reason is very
simple! In August 1914 the Social Democracy defended the
viewpoint of capitalist national defense. Nothing more. The
situation was at that time an extraordinary one, the Social Demo-
crats declared, the enemy was ravaging “our” homeland. To
e suré they were — as they justified themselves — inter-
nationalists. But this internationalism was by no means contra-
dictory to so~called “national ieatures”, etc. etc. This whole story
is well known to us. To-day, however, the Social Democracy is
defending- capitalism not omly on a national scale, as was the
case durmng the war. Today it stands up for capitalism in prin-
ciple, as a world-wide economic system. (Applause.) This is not
clearly recognisable at first glance, but it is all the more dan-
gerous, and. we must exert all the more efforts tor expose this
vicious ideology. Without energetic activity in this direction we
will nohow be able to attain victory.

THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PEACE — A SETTING FOR
THE PREPARATIONS FOR NEW WARS.

The Social Democracy vitalises the question of the stabilisa-
tion of capitalismt with the problem of peace. This problem now
confronts us with particular seriousness. Let us pry a bit into
the mood of the average worker, into the psychology of the
proletarian masses. How is this psychology created? 't his mass
went through the big war. Now, seven years after the signing of
the peace, things are relatively better, and these masses say:
‘“Please, let us- alone! We are opposed to war, we are opposed
to every breach of peace — that is all that we care about!” This
psychology of the broad masses is entirely understandabile. It is
a sort of reaction against the militarist mood during the war,
and the Social Democrats very cleverly make capital out of it
for themselves. How do they do this? They raise the question:
Who wants to break the peace? Look at the League of Nations,
that is an instrument of peace, and now along come these dammed
Russians, the only ones who try to throw a monkey-wrench into
the peace machinery. Or — look towards the East, there is the
Revolution: “The Russians”, i. e. the Soviet Union, “incite” the
peoples of the East against the civilised nations. We, the Social
Democracy, are trying to enlist the Pan-European movement, the
pacifist circles, and the League of Nations in the cause of
peace, we are striving with might and main to bring about
peace. But the Soviet Union is hindering us in this. The Far-
Eastern, Peoples are an obstacle in the way of our work. Every-
where the Commmunists are trying to “start conflagrations” and
are “fanning the flames” — ‘to use Kautsky’s words. At first
they had hoped, to “loot” the West, but they did not succeed, so
now they are trying to “set the East ablaze” and to “plunder”
it. Here we have the real foes of peace. Here is the obstacle that
must be overcome. : , A

This ‘is the language that is being used by the Social Demo-
crats. This is the type of their poisonous “ideology”.

Our Parties must smash this ideclogy, they must wipe out
such a formulation of the peace problem comnected up with the
so-called ultra-imperialist prattle, the Pan-European movement,
etc. Unmask the Social Democratic: “peace”! It is the setting
behind which are being prepared even more atrocious, even
more terrible wars than ever before witnessed in history. It is
unnecessary to demonstrate this thesis any further.

In my opinion, we have not understood thus far how to
expose the essence of this formulation of the question and to
work in a proper manner among the proletariat towards this end.
Hence, once more: the Social Democratic “peace” is stage setting
for new and terrible wars. N

On.‘the other hand, our revolutionary movement, our risings,
our strikes, as well as our work in the Socialist upbuilding of
the Soviet Union — yes, the Soviet Union in itseli — serves
as the best guarantee of a real peace. This popular thesis, this
aimost banal truth. must be made clear to the entire proletariat
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with all thoroughness. What we must say — and this is ab-
solutely truz — is the following: The Communist Parties are
the Parties of the World Revolution! The Comintern is the world
organisation of the proletariat for the preparation of the World
Revolution! (Applause) But precisely for the reason that. the
Comintern is the Party of the World Revolution — it is the
one unshakable guarantee of a real peace to the entire world.
Through the Comintern we must put the problem in this form,
and especially at this time.

FOUR DECISIVE GROUPINGS IN THE CAPITALIST WORLD,
- AND SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC ATTITUDE TOWARDS
THESE GROUPS:.

‘The idea of the necessity to smash the ultra-imperialist and
sham-pacifist ideology is closely bound up with our whole ap-
praisal of the-present situation. One of the chief aims emphasised
by my printed report-is the thought that the schematic formula-
tion Of the problem of capitalist stabilisation suffices, neither with
regatd’'to’ theory nor to practice:' Certainly, for. our practical
work; a schematic judgement of the situation will by no meauns
suffice for all countries, in view -of the tremendous. diiferences
of'conditions and circumstances under which our organisations
have to fight. y gy

In my written report I attempted to divide the various groups
of countries into sub-groups. I believe that to-day we have to
reckon with four big sub-groups. [History is even pleased. to
furnish a coincidence of names, e. g., the Unionm of the
United Stafes of’ North ~America "and 'the Union of the
Socialist Soviet Republics — thus two “unions” which, however,
are, simultaneously two opposite. “poles” in the exisfing world
sifuation. And-aside from these we have the East and Europe,
each of which constitutes a sub-group. ‘ o

How .are we to understand the universally benevolent attitude
of the Social Democracy towards America,” how are we to. ap-
praise this in the light of the world situation as a whole. America
represents that pole in world history at which, as in .a burning-
glass, the greatest forces of capitalism are comoentrated. From
the viewpoint of broad historical perspectives it-is the chief
foe of Socialism. How shauld we, therefore, interpret the glorifa-
cation. which the Social Democracy lavishes upon America? It
is an eloquent expression of the counter-revolutionary role of the

Social Democracy — it gives its pledge, its guarantee for future.

support of the greatest among the existing foes of the working
ctass. - This completely charmed tone: of. speech, these paens
sounded by the Social Democracy regarding -America — -must
all' be interpreted chiefly -in this sense. B v
Fundameritally different is the attitude of the Social -Demo-

cracy "towards the other “Union”, towards the U.S.S.R.: we

need only recall the obstacles it prepares for us,” we need only
recall the incitement it whips up against us, and the appraisal
of our work of Socialist -construction that it gives.’'In this
again  the' outspoken counter-revolutionary role of the Social
Democoracy is expressed. World history -this time shows us
two opposite poles: America and the U.S8.S.R. — the counter-
revolutionary pole versus the revolutionary pole. The attitude
of the Social Democracy towards America- and - towards the
U.S.S.R.; is entirely clear: the Social Democtacy is for America
and against the U.S.S.R. for capitalism and against Socialism,
for the capitalist counfer-revolution and against the proletarian
revolution. ; ; ‘

The current propaganda of the Social Democracy against the
Far-Eastern revolution is the third major. point that evidences
the counter-revolutionary role of the Social Democracy. In a
whole arrday. of articles, theses, etc., the Social Democracy de-
clares: “We are for .the ‘liberation’ of all peoples, among others
also the Chinese people, of course, but we are opposed to
‘chaos’ in China, we are opposed to the ‘hatred’ of foreigners and
all that sort of thing.” :

The “just distribution” of colonial mandates is likewise a
problem in which the Social Dembocratic press and especially the
organ of Herr Hilferding (“Gesellschaft”): interests itself very
much. And this is also characteristic of the counter-revolutionary
role of the Social Democracy. In this connection also, we must
consider the favourable attitude towards stabilisation, the helpful
role of the Social Democracy in “the salvation of the capitalist
system. On all important points in which the weak spots of the

capitalist system are revealed, the Social Democracy plays a
directly counter-revolutionary role, and fights againsi the Soviet
Union, against the Chinese Revolution, against disorder in
Western Europe, while, however, being for “Americanisation”
and fighting for #. Here also, the counter-revolutionary role of
the Social Democracy expresses itseli most clearly.

THE TASKS OF OUR SECTIONS.
THE SO-CALLED “RUSSIAN QUESTION”,

As regards the work of our Party it is a matter of course
that from this major viewpoint the task of our Parties and of the
Young Commuiist Leagues must take on different forms in the
various countriés. In the U.S.S.R. we are conironted with one
task, in America with another. In Western Europe and in China,
we likewise are faced with entirely special, specific problems.
But this differerice is not based wpon these problems differing
from one another in principle, rather, the exact reverse is true: in
order {o be ablé to realise our common and umiver$al ‘task —
the proletarian revolution — we must put the question dif-
ferently’ each time, in-accordance with the peculiarities of the
situation. : '

Let us proceed first of all to the work of the Communists
in, the Soviet Union. ere, in the U.S.S,R., our chief task is a
creative one; the building wp of Socialism. The Social Demo-
cracy denies this. But also.in' our own ranks, in various' oppo-
sitional groups of ourvParty as well as of the Parties abroad,
one can encounter -a certain socepticism with regand :to the -So-
cialist upbuilding in the U. S. S.. R. [ therefore believe that it
must be clearly stated that this scepticism is to be traced back
to Social-Demoeratic origins. N v

With regard to the theoretical side of the questipn, I shall
not go into detai] on this since it will be dealt with extensively
by Comrade Stalin in his report. I would like. to say just a few
words about ‘the source of this scepticism. How. is it that the
opposition comrades speak of the all-but dmpossibility of So-
cialist ~construction, of insurmountable’ difficulties and other
things of this kind? Why this lack of faith in the victorious
~(persgggtirves of Socialist construction in the Soviet Union? Why
does this disbeljef find a certain echo in' the Parties of Western
Europe, yes, even among certain strata of the proletariat? Putting
tthis~ question ' theoretically. one immediately understands where
the roots of this sceptical ‘affitude lie, The sceptics say that Russia
is a backward country in which, while it was possible to eap-
ture power, the building of Socialism there is something enti-
rely different. According to Engels, one might conceivé of a case
in which the workers’ party came into State power prematureély.
Such' a possibility is not excluded. According tto the Social De-
mocrats and the sceptically minded comrades within the Com-
munist movement, this case now exactly fits the U. S. S: R. Ac-
oording to this view, the Bolsheviks captured power too soon —
even before the objective -premises dor the real building up of
Socialism were ripe. This is expressed primarily, as the Social
Democrats ‘say, in that the Bolsheviki are .compelled ‘to retreat
again and again. In any oase, the situation would have been a
different one had there been an immediate outbreak: of the world
revolution. Then the world revolution would have saved the Russian
Revolution. But the world revolution does not arrive and the
Bolsheviks make ‘one concession after another. The New Fco-
nomic Policy itself, according to all Sovial: Democrats (and sorry
to say, not only the: Social Demoerats), was a- proof of the insuf-

- ficiency of the objective forces of the revolution in Russia: The

New Economic Policy was, so to say, the Original Sin, and,
in proper harmony with the laws of nature, it has — as is cus-
tomary in cases of sinning — it has brought children: .into the
world. Now a whole-sinful family has arrived: a ‘“degene-
ration has set in the Party”, the “Thermidor analogy” has arisen,
impermissible comncessions are made to the peasantry; Stalin is
enjoying the role of a.‘peasant king”, “liquidatory tendencies”
are appearing in the Comintern, etc., etc. The Social Democrats
and their copyists invent all kinds of such nonsense. we have
heard of late from various sides. .

. Of course the Social Democracy finds .a cerfain comfort
in that also within our Party such sentiments arose. I say “arose”
since T hope that these sentiments will be liquidated -after the
present Plenum. And in this sense we are certainly the meost
vigorous “liquidators” (stormy applause).
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Comrades, all these theoretical explanations are confirmed
by ‘a whole array of facts.

Above all, the actual facts about the course of developmesnt
in the U. S. S. R. speak for them. I will cite no figures here
since you can find them in my pamphlet as well as in other
articles and books. v '

An important indirect judgment is contnibuted, however, by
the echo that our Opposition has found in the bourgeois and
Social Democratic camps. This is an extremely important indi-
cation that must unquestionably be given consideration. What
echo have our Opposition and the ultra-Leftists found? I believe
— a very poor one. They were overwhelmed with praise by the
bourgeoisie, by the semi-bourgeoisie, by the Social Revolutiona-
ries, the Mensheviks., This is an incontrovertible fact.

Further, as to the question of the allies of the Opposition.
Is it an accident that Ruth Fischer, expelled from the German
Communist Party, stands upon a joint parliamentary baliot with
Herr Korsch? By no means. No more than it is an accident
that Ruth Fischer, Maslow and Urbahns are mowving ideologically
in the direction of Korsch. ‘

Is it-an accident that the ultra-Left Gprosition’s ideology in
the so-called “Russian. question” establishes closest contact on a
number of points with such vuigar, genuinely counter-revolu-
tionary works as the Kautsky pamphiet? That is by no mieans
an accident.

Is it an accident that the so-called “anti-Moscow tendency”
joins up with the Western orientation of the German bour-
geoisie? No, that is no accident, but merely the reverse side oi
one and the same question.

From the viewpoint of our internal work in the U. S. 8. R.
our chief task is the final combatting of the tourgeois elements
of our economy, the waging of the struggle with all the vigour,
faith and conviction, with the belief that we are able to defeat
our internal bourgeoisie on the economic field. Ii someone or
other approaches this field scejptically, then this is the scepti-
cism of the Social Democracy. Our task in the Soviet Union —
the building up of Socialism — can be elfectuated only if we
really believe in the cause that we are working for.

OUR STRUGGLE SERVES THE VICTORY OF THE REVO-
LUTION IN CHINA AND ITS AVOIDANCE OF THE CA-
' PITALISTIC PHASE.

We have another task in China. At former Congresses and
meetings of the Executive, we had dealt with the Chinese and
Fastern questions. Nevertheless, I would like to emphasise, as
I have done also in the printed theses and report, that our
immediate perspective and our immediate next task in China
consists in defeating the imperialist foe. This is the chief task at
the present moment, this is the ‘task that creates the premises
for turther construction. But we are by no means such rough-
shod Empiricists' as to see only the immediately next tasks even
when the chief tasks of the momeint are involved. We like to
jook a little further. We miust emphasise that the Comintern
censiders possible a development avoiding the capitalist phase
in China, and that this perspective really presents the prospact, for
which, as a Communist Party, we have to fight. Of course, this
in no sense sounds Social Democratic; the Social-Democrats,
furthermore, try to ridicule us just as they also try to ridicule
our October Revolution and our Socialist construction. For this
reason they will also try to ridicule us on the point of our for-
mulation of the problems involved in the Chinese question. But
we shall see what the future has to say. First of all, development
in China is proceeding in such a manner that the first half of
our task, the struggle against the imperialists, is being solved
in a quite successful manner (but it has not yet been Solved).
The Canton army is advancing while Feng’s Peoples Army keeps
its ‘eyes on Peking. Thereby, the unification of China is procee-
ding wnder the hegemony of the revolutionary forces. If it is
established it will naturally have its immedite effects upon the
whole internatiomal situation. But after that, what? What are
then our mext tasks? I believe thiat the Corrintern can say here
that our whole general perspective, our greatest and most am-
bitious parspective — consists in the establishment of the alliance
between China, the Soviet Union and the Western proletariat,

in order, in this manner, to make jpossible the avoidance of the
capitalist development of China. This is rather a big job and I
iright almost say a bold job which the Communist International
and the Communist Parties set themselves. But we know our
own forces and we will try to accomplish this task. We set
ourselves to this task, we will fight for its realisation, and we
are convinced that we know how to do it.

THE COMMUNIST PARTIES OF THE WEST IN THEIR
STRUGGLE FOR THE MASSES.

In America cur Party is rather small. American capitalism
is- the stronghold of the entire capitalist system, it is the most
powerful capitalism in the world. Our tasks in this country
are for the present still very modest. We are only on the road
towards winning the masses.. We can for the time set ourselves
only the modest task of winning additional points of support for
the coming struggles in this country.

But maitters stand otherwise in Western Europe. The slo-
gans: “To the masses” and “Win over the masses”, remain as
hitherto the cenfral point of our attention. With this task of
winning the masses, with this task of fighting to organise and
lead the class struggles of these miasses, ‘we are the complicatin
element in the development of capitalism. Even the problem o
stabilisation, viewed from this standpoint, constitutes nothing
else than an object of the class struggle. Naturally, this stabili-
sation is an objective process of capitalist development. But the
totality of this process makes of it one that includes, along
with a number of other factors, also the factor of the working
class and its ability to mobilise to defend itself and to attack.
The balance is determined by various factors, and the resistance
of the working class will be the “embarrassing feature” in the
process of ‘the stabilisation of capitalism. The only Party that
comes forward as this point of resistance and struggle is the
Communist Party, and the only world wide organisation that
plays this role is the Communist International.

A faw words now on the West-European questions.

The problem of winning the masses is at present the basic
problem. It is emrpty resonance to talk about a struggle against
stabilisation without holding ‘mass organisations in our hands.
We have written a lot about it, we have passed .many reso-
lutions, and the Centrai Committees of our Parties as well as
the whole Comintern have recognised the weightiness of this
problem.. However, it is one thing to pass a resolution, and
something else to carry it out. If, e. g. we take a problem like the
capture of the trade unioms, then we must say ‘that this task,
which we will recognise as one of the most important, has thus
far been carried out to but a wery slight extent. The trade unions
are pre-eminently economic organisations, although of course
there are no such ‘things as purely economic “neutral” organi-
sations. The trade unions are the most important mass organi-
sations of the nroletariat. If the capitalist olfensive takes omn a
special form and to increasing extent turns over into the form of
economic pressure, then the role of these mass organisations
will thereby become all the greater. Now how do matters stand
with the work of cur Parties in the trade unions? How are
things here?

From the viewpoint of the development of the Communist
Parties, the answer is not a particularly satisfying one. We can
enumerate Party after Party and say about practically everyone
that its work in the trade unions is insufficient.

Looking into the mood of the proletarial, we can note the
following: the political influence of our Parties is - growing,
the broad masses trust our Parties when political questions are
invotved. Let us-take e. g. the German Party. In the struggle
against the expropriation of the Royal Houses our Party plaved
such a leading role that even the Sccial Democracy was lorced
to take some steps in our direction. But what is the attitude of the
waorkers in case of an ordinary strike movement? Here we see
something entirely different, here the confidence in the Com-
munists s incomparable slighter.

As to the tempo of development, the best successes were
gained by the British Party. It is true that even at present, in
comparison with other Parties, the British Party is relatively
small. But the tempo of the successes attained is undeniably a
good one. And this is precisely to be accounted for in that the
British Party more than all others has worked in the f{rade
umions. This is one of the greatest services of our British Party.
I will not discuss its mistakes here, because we shall talk of



1510

Intermatienal : Press Correspondence

No. 88

that in another place. But this fact remains in its full impor-,
tance as a big credit to our British Party.

Has everything been done, on our part, that could be done
in the Trade Uwnions and in the various mass organisations?
Have we completely liquidated the sectarian spirit?, Have we
made progress in the problem involving the Left Social Demo-
cratic werkers? No. Sometimes we do not adequately make con-
tact with 'the masses and are not able to find the really correot
road to them. This problem and the task — the work in the mass
organisations, in front rank in the trade unions, — is in my
opinion the basic problem that confronts our Parties in the
West. This must certainly be emphasised again and again. Per-
haps it is tiresome that we always speak of this anew, that
we must always listen to this over again. But we cannot get one
step further if we do not throw all our forces upon this important
sector of the front.

. With this is comnected also the question of seif-criticism
inside of our Party. We have already, mentioned here that some
comrades look upon things as if we concern ourselves here with
question of “prestige’. Many of the comrades took pains to hunt
up first of all what was said.in the written reports about the
Party by which they were delegated. This interested them primarily
and in this connection the characterisation was judged not from the
viewpoint whether it was correct or not, but from the viewpoint
whether their Party had been subjected to any criticism whatever.
I believe that, to put it mildly, this is not an altogether correct
way of looking at things. What is it that we lack? What we
lack is seli-criticism inside of our Parties, that is the ability 1o
sum up-our own work in a correct manner, to draw . the prac-
tical conclusions from-the daily struggle with which to vitalise
the movement tactically on its road fo victory, along .the deci-
sive march route of the world revolution. We can utter excellent
words about this, that we are in favour of Communism, of
the Chinese Revolution and of the world Revolution, we can
emphasise these slogans with all means, yet we cannot e. g.
help the Chinese Revolution in Germany or in France if we do
not carry on sufficient work in the Trade Unions and among the
broad masses of workers. Thus all links of this chain depend
very closely upon each other. This dependence is a wvery com-
plicated one, but it is a fact that cannot be put out of existence.

PERSPECTIVES OF THE STRUGGLE IN CENTRAL EUROPE

Some comrades believe that our appraisal of the situation
would logically lead to the view that at the moment no good
prospects exist in central Europe for the work of the Communist
Parties. This is wrong. I maintain that the revolution at present
marches in three directions, primarily: China, England, and in
Soviet Russia. This is the fact. But this by no means signifies
that the situation in Central Europe is an unfavourabie one for
us. Despite the stabilisation the situation for our Parties in
Central Europe is far more favourable than that which prevailed
some time ago. Why? ’

There were three stages which followed ' one another in
about this way:

. The first period was the period of storm and stress. The
Communists arose to the stormi. That was the time of the
immediately revolutionary situation. The Social Democracy
pPlayed a direct reactiopary role and “protested”, weapons in
hand, against the Communist Parties, against the -Spartakaus,
etc. Commencing front the first steps towards the stabilisation
of  capitalism, .we had a new phase. A’ certain shifting in
the balance of forces took place, This shifting consisted in
that the Communists had to make a slight retreat, while the
Social Democrats experienicéd a  certain renaissamce; 'a certain
growth and they consolidated themselves to soime extent. This
proceeded along with the stabilisation of capitalism, ‘

Now, I believe, we have a new phase — a phase in which
the process of the stabilisation of capitalism brings forward its
contradictions in ever sharper form. The relations between the
classes are sharpening. This creates a favourable situation’ for
our Parties. Now, for instance, as to the s,iyiuai‘gon,in Germany,
which is.in the centre of the Furopean stage, — is not this at
the moment a favourable one? it is favourable, and from day to
day becomes more ‘so. Capitalism. is attacking. The working
class is daily becoming more Convinced of the necessity 'of
active and determined struggle. ’ '

The Leftward trend within the working class is an eloquent
expression of this process. An initial sign of this leftward trend,
and of the beginning ol active resistance by the workers against
the pressure of the bourgeoisie, was given in the Hamburg
harbour-workers’ strike. Of course, this is only the first step.
The activisation of the working class will go further, the more
that the contradictions of capitalist stabilisation are intensified.
The Social Democracy will also transform itself more and more
into the representative of the moods of the labour aristocracy,
which is constantly declining numerically and in importance.
Ot course, the sharpening of class antagonisms and: the re-
groupings within the working class constitute a tedious process.
But this process furnishes already now a favourable soil for
the development of our Party. R

I have noted here that the stabilisation is not only an
objective process, but also,an object of the class struggle. This
thesis finds its confirmation first of all in the English strike,
which — as I must emphasise here — was not sufficiently sup-
ported by our Communist Parties. We must admit this in order
to draw certain lessons from it. The British strike was, and
at present is still, a gigantic struggle. In accordance with the
development of the stabilisation process, such struggles will take
place also in Central Europe, since the difficulties at present con-
fronting capitalism in Central Europe are very big and clashes
with the proletariat are inevitable. For this reason it is the
task of our Parties to mobilise the proletariat and to prepare
it for the coming battles. In what way can this be done? First
of all through persistent intensive work inside of the trade
unions. How can the Chinese revolution, or even the Soviet

~Union, be supported practically? In what way can the vanguard

of the revolutionary proletariat of the West support the sectors of
the world revolution now under direct fire? Of course all forces
must be mobilised for the material and moral support of the
fighters. But this can be done in a lasting, serious and effective
mianner only through the carrying out of these very “miodest”
tasks that conmsist in- good work”among the masses and in the
mass organisations. Only in the degree that we extend our in-
fluence here can we reckon with a mobilisation of the broad
strata of the toilers. This, also, is what every Chinese worker
will tell you. If you have not sufficient means to support the
British and Chinese workers, then at least work well in the
trade unions and 'in the various mass organisations. In this way
you will be fulfilling the chief task that now confronts us in
Central Europe. And then. you will have the following picture:
in China the immediate revolution is on the march, in “Russia”
the immediate revdlution (for our work of construction is no
supplement to the revolution, but it is the revolution itself) is
likewise on the march, and in England we have. the first
symptoms of the most serious shocks. Upon you in Western
Europe will depend whether such shocks will come in your
quarters also. This depends upon your modest work among
the masses, for. the biggest of evenis are not fired from the
pistol, — they are prepared for: In our Pariy .we,.in our time,
talked -about the organising of the Revolution. The conceptions
of the old Social Democracy, that the revolution is a naturally
inevitable process and that for that reason no one “has the
right” to prepare this revolution, are false. No, we must organise
the revolution by work ameng the masses, and especially by
the work inthe trade unions. The consolidation of -our Parties,
the winning of the masses for the banners of the revolution —
that is. the- organising of the revolution. : ’

1t you fulfil this task then, in ‘Central Europe also, .“an
immediately revolutioriary situation” will appear. But if you
do not fulfil this task ‘then the West European proletariat will
not be able, even 'in. ¢apialism’s  darkest hours, to capture po-
litical power, - just 'as’ was the casé in Italy and, already more
times than onme, in Germany. . ’

If however, this “modest” task . is fulfilled then, in our
struggles, in-the immediate sharpest struggels, we will effectuate
the greatest alliance that the world has eyer seen: the, alliance
of the Far [Eastern peoples with the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat in the Soviet Ugion and with the fighting West European
proletariat. If. we can bring about this alliance then .we will
reach, our goal, and we will solve our basic task: Communism
Milll ce);lzebra'te,-‘im;;dedsiwve idernational victory. (Stormy Ap-
plause.). foom o Yrreniarn Yo

{ . i [aemnes
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~ Third Session.

Moscow, November 24. 1926.
~ Comtrrade Jillek (chairman) opened the session at 11 a. m.
and ‘calted uFon Comrade Pepper for the reading of a telegram
of greeting from the Communist Party of Great Britain to the
‘Secretariat of the E. C. C. L. o

To the Secretariat of the Communist International.

‘ ‘ London, November 22, 1926.
The Communist Party of Great Britain. sends its' greetings
to the Enlarged Plenum of the Executive Committee of the Com-
munist International. In the name of the British workers we thank
the Parties of the International for their magnificent support
of the heroic struggle of the British miners. This support must

be - continued: During the present "difficulties, just as during
the general strike, the Patty looks to the Comnmunist International
for leadership and fraternal ‘support. The . reformist. leaders’
coalition with Joynson Hicks serves notice on our 'Party of new
and heavier attacks. Our Party faces them bravely. " We are
devoting’ our full energy to the training of our 6000 new mem-
bers, which, gained in battle, will only be consolidated through

-persecutions. We congratulate ‘the Communist Party ‘of the

U. 8. S. R. upon. the surrender of the Opposition. The world pro-
letariat in full confidence looks to the Cammunist International
as the leader of the world revolufion. - r

“Long live the Communist antfern»ﬁtjo;ial! (Applause.)

The Next Tasks of the Communist Parties.
. Report of Comrade Kuusinen:

“‘Comrades, ‘Comrade Bukharin has pointed out the great
differentiation in the forces of Révélution”and of Counterrevo-
lution, which from year to year are developing increasingly
throughout the whole world. Of course this differentiation does
not proceed evenly in all countries. But in the capitalist world
there' is hardly a single country .in which, this process is not
going on at the present time. Nor is it-.an accident that in so
many countries at present White Terror prevails. The whole
“torrid zome”, one might say, bordering: Soviet Russia to the
West is composed of countries in which the White Terror reigns,
and even behind these countries the glow of the Russian revo-
lution makes itself felt. The existence. of White Terror in these
coufitries is not a proof of a firm stabilisation. It is .rather a
proof, firstly, that our parties, although they are small parties,
are taken seriously, and secondly, that in comparison” with pre-
war; times the counter-revalutionary -character of the capitalist
Tegime appears more and more ‘in the foreground. ‘

Force is the midwife in atfendance at the, birth of every new
society, but force is also mna.less. a prop of every old social
order ‘'when it seeks to save itself for just a litfle while by
throttling the revolutionary ' forces. Undisguised foree becomes
more and more a system. of capitalist .government science. This
is by no means the case on'y .in the model countries of White
Terror. The bourgeoisie even in;these countries might .to some
extent, desire fo be rid .of the White Terror and, in the ‘place
of the marked ferocious system of force, to create a system of
masked violence and “legal” dictatorship. But it can do this only
with, difficulty, and omly transitorily. We aretold that in Russia
— here 'was also terror.- Yes; ithe’ Russian proletariat had to
resort to Red terror during the class ‘war, but long' ago the
Russian proletariat already :succeeded in’ stabilising ‘its powet, in
transforming it into a legal dictatorship. The bourgeoisie would
like to eifect an analagous stabilisation in the countries of the
White: Terror, but it meets withlittle success. ' - R

But not only in these countries, also in. countries.like. Ger-
many, Czecho-Slovakia, and also in:England. and France a great
deal of naked force, of undisguised class justice, of mass arrests
of workers, of police spying, provokation, etc. is found. Even
in such a country as Sweden, where, -in comparison with Ger-
many, for example, class antagonisms are still rather-undeve-
loped, even there it was recently exposed that the Chief of Police
of Stockholm had long ago acquired a.whole lot of machine
guns, in case of “Communist disorders”. Thus, in Sweden, where
every minister is ready to address a Communist deputy as
“honourable Sir” the police-chief of the, capital prepares. modern
technical arms for wse agains these “honourable Sirs”. That is
also’ a symptom. That is the capitalist counter-revolution, which
is working its way up. SYPTRNL T izt

 But the organs of State power are mot sufficient for; the
bourgeoisie in their struggle against the proletariat. Even in
the countries of White Terror they are not:ddequate. The bowur-
geosisie needs and seeks-allies among the broad masses, afiong

the masses of peasants, of urban petty-bourgeoisie, and “also .

among ‘the masses of the proletariat. The real representative of
the mass movement of the counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie is
Fascism. The chardcter of Fascism as ‘@ oounter-revolutionary
movement is not difficalt to recogmise. But it is not so readily
understandable: that ‘Social Democracy at the present time also
plays a counter-revolutionary role, and that this-role is even
jar, more dangerous than that of Fascism. We -often say that
Social Democracy, that reformism, is bankrupt. Yes, as a pro-
gressive labour movement it is bankrupt, but as the henchman
of the International counter-revolution it is by" mo means
bankrupt. In no White Terror country, aside from Italy — I
shall speak specially of this ~ does’the bourgkoisic dare to
dispense with the aid of the Socia! Democrats. To be sire this
aid does not always take the:coarse form of participation in
the govermment. On this single path Social: Democracy would
never succeed for any length of time to enroll any considerable

masses of workers im the service of the bourgeoisie. Only tem-
porarily can the Social Democrats of ome country or :another
participate in the government. But by .means’ of .their ‘“loyal
opposition” to the, capitalist governments' and : White : Terror
regimes, Soctal Demoeracy is remdering the best service to the
counter-revolution. Only in this manter, only through its loyal
oppesition, is it successful in betraying the workers.” - .. = .

.. In Poland, recently the P. P. S, declared that it is gding over
to a pnincipal .opposition to the Pilsudski govérnment.. At the
same tirhe it was stated in the central organ of the Party ‘that its
opposition did not have the same.aim ‘as ‘had the bolirgeois
opposition, namely, to poison the life ‘of the ministers. We do
not want to carry on such an opposition — it wrote — we warit
to conduct a loyal, respectable opposition, and as a sign of this
opposition the Central @rgan of the P.P.S$. then dénonstrated
against the government on'the .occasion of:the matiomnal holiday.
It did so — by refusing ‘to publish Pilsudski’s photographt: This
was the expression oftheiSocial ‘Democratic “class. struggle”.
1 am mot altogether sure whether the P.P.S., by means of:this
“demomstration”; did: :not - poison : Pilsudski at his most sensitive
point, but .that it is in the interest of Polish Fascism for the
P.P.S. to carry on such-an opposition seems absolutely: clear
to mie. SR T P P :

‘In Haly Mussolini is'at' preserit attempting to' get alofig
without the aid of the réformnists; the reformists also are now
being jpersecuted- ini Haly, at least b0 a certain extent. Whether
or not this  efforton. Mussolini’s: part is a -wise one, viewed
from - the ‘standpoint of capitalist: class rule, remains still to be
seen. It strikes me:as somewhat. venturesome. In:this way Italian
reformism has bken made conpletely  bankrupt. Poor Turat#,
the igreat leader: of ‘the relonmists — not the ‘General Secretary
of the Fascist'party, — now leoks towards: our Italian comrades
and complains: you fellows are Communists; surely you are for
the. revolution, why dow’t; you do something, so that werget out
of this situation! This is the complete bankrupty of Halian
reformism. But is is possible that, after this bankruptcy  will
follow ‘soon the bankryptcy of Fascism' also. It may turn out
that ‘Mussolini, in waving aside thé atd of the reformists’in his
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counter-revolutionary job, finally exposes himself as an ordinary
adventurer.

So, comrades, in my opinion the real political "counter-
revolutionary machine comsists mot only in the state power or-
ganisation, but in this plus the Social Democracy; not only in
White Terror, but in this plus reformism. Naked state power
in time becomes impotent against the revolutionary movement.
Only with the aid of the reformist labour leaders can the capi-
talist class at the present time stay firmly in the saddle, (and
in a number of countries, even only relatively firmly). Therefore;
state power plus Social Democracy -— that is the sfeed on which
the counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie wants to ride us down.

. In-a certain semse we could say that in all the warious
countries the Social Democracy gives a reflected picture of the
relative stabilisation. Take Germany for example. Of course we
all wish that there were no stabilisation of the capitalist regime
there. But when one sees the relatively powerful Social Demo-
cracy that is still on the job there, and the relatively strong
reformist dictatorship in the trade unions, then we must recog-
nise that our Communist Party still. has.a big job ahead of it

before it has.-gvercome. the relative stabitisation of -Gapitalist -

class rule.

In Austria one quite often hears the statement that the whole

economy is so rotten there that there is really no basis for a
relative stabilisation of capitalism. But, comrades, where-a so
rellatively powerful Social Democracy exists as in Austria, where
the Commimnist vanguard still looks so small in the shadow
of the "Soaial Democracy, we must recognise that the relative
stabilisation of capitalism still has a strong political prop.

In France, in recent times, the Socialist Party has won quite
alarge number of new members. That is a bad sign, a sign of
a certain political stabilisation of capitalisnm _

... In England. there is a crisis within the reformist labour
movement, but. no one can deny that there the reformist exe-
cutives still have a very strong influence. ‘Reformism has not
vet bgeen defeated in the British Labour movement, .

.~ T hold it very impottant that all members of our parties see
absolutely dlearly that the Sacial Democracy and reformism, in
" the present. period, play a counter-revolutionary role. It is an
entirely - different thing, however, to content ourselves ‘with
enunciating this truth before the non-Party and Social Democratic
masses. In this way we shall not get ahead in our work among
the masses, Here the problem consists precisely in how this
simple question can be made clear to the mon<Party and Social
Democratic-reformist workers. How can we. explain the fact,
first, that such comsiderable masses of workers still continue to
stand behind these Social Democratic, leaders, who after all are
carrying on a counter-revolutionary policy? Second, how is the
betrayal of the Social Democrats to be exposed? And third: How
are “we to behave, in our work, towards the non-Party and
Social Democratic masses? I think that it will help us solve the
last question if we apply a three-fold politica! control in ex-
plaining our line.

The left deviation — expressed roughly — in practice means
the.complete abandonment of any practical revolutionary - work
among the broad masses of workers. It places value only upon
revolutionary propaganda for the final goal. The Right oppor-
tuniist .deviation results in the following: In the présent period
in :which there is no immediately revolutionary situation, no
révolutionary work is really possible — parliamentary .activity and
ail kinds of reform work can be carried on, one can and should
issue slogans somewhat more radical than those of the Social
Democracy, but for the time being (from this standpoint) there
is no room for genuine revolutionary work.

.But what should be the purpose of our work among the
masses, and, what is the purpose -of ‘the w0r}< of the Soqal‘
Democracy? I would answer in this way: the aim of the Social
Democracy is the hindrance of the' revolutionisation process in
the working class. Our aim is the contrary: the acceleration of
this process, the revolutionising of the working class. How does
this process go forward? In my opinion essentially through the
new . revolutionising experiences of the workers, through the
overcoming of. the old retarding conservative traditional ex-
periences. o ™

" You will re.mem;ber;.as Lenin emphasised, that the power of
tradition, of habit, constitutes the most fearful hindrance to the

masses on_{he road of their revolutionisation. In the proletariat
and often in the head of an individual worker, there is a conflict
between the revolutionising and the hindering experience, e. g..
with regard to the State. The worker has traditions, as well as
personal experiences, of a conservative nature. The class cha-
racter of the State does not always appear to him in a clear
form. In his day to day life, e. g. through court verdicts in a number
of ordinary criminal (not political) trials he often gets the
erroneous idea that the State is after all something which stands
above the classes, and that it issues “just” verdicts over the
members of the various classes. Through the practice of formal
democracy the worker may get the false impression of a classless
democracy, and he might also have various other petty-bour-
geois prejudices, e. g. national prejudices, etc. On the - other
hand he receives revolutionising experiences, in the factory
through exploitation, as well as new experiences in the class
struggle, in the labour movement. These revolutionising ex-
periences can, however, be partially crowded oul by others,
. g. by his being terrorised by wage pressure, by the threat of
unemployment, by experiencing defeat in class struggles, and by
the feeling of helplessness in the face of the splintering of the
forces of the labour ‘movemient.

_ It is our task to bring revolutionising experiences to the
consciousness of the workers, to help with all our power to
raise their revolutinary activity, their revolutionary standard.
The role of the Social Democracy is the reverse. :

During recent years a mew international experience, e. g.
and one of highest revolutionary importance, has been given
to the workers of capitalist countries in the visible object lesson
of the Russian Revolution. The great question for every worker
is after all this: whether the victory of the proletariat is possible,
and whether it will be able to keep power in its hands and to
tuild wp Socialism? By means of the Socialist Soviet Union, the
Workers’ Delegations who have come here, as well as the prole-
tariat of the whole world, have received a visible object lesson
to the effect that victory is possible, ‘and that the proletariat is
able to keep power in its hands and to build up Socialism.

The Social Demoeracy desires at any price to take this
international revolutionising experience from the workers. It is,
e. g. very characteristic to-see how the “Vorwaerts” in Germany
carries on the anti-Soviet campaign. The “Vorwaerts” can no
longer deny that the workers are‘in power in the Sowviet Union,
but it now maintains that the state enterprises in Russia are not
Socialistic, they are capitalist enterprises, that there is no free-
com of opinion in Russia, that bureauicratism reigns there; and
consequently that it is not worth while to wage a revolution
for “achievements” of this kind. Is it futile on our part to correct
such falsifications for the workers and o clear up the matter?
Nrol,( it is by no means futile, it is one of our.most important
tasks.

Comrades, I am altogethér of the opinion that it is useful
for us'to follow up the Social Democratic press in order to ob-
serve how these people carry on, often with great skill, their
counter-revolutionary agitation. One need look through only the:
“Vorwaerts” supplements to be compelled to recognise that a
really counter-revolutionary art is frequently expressed there.
How, one describes, e. g. the “Socialist family” which is alleged
to be something fundamentally different in Germany from what
it was in the ‘“pre-revolutionnary times” (i. e. pre-war times).
The workers need only join the Soctal Democratic Party and they
will have in the family “the Socialistic present which is so often
missed”. How the “Vorwaerts” feeds its readers with big dis-
plays concerning the gambling hells of Berlin, how the house-
wives are given iadvice on housekeeping, how one writes about
“the lovelorn women”, etc. Just take furthermore, the court re-
potts in every issue, which are sensational for ths petty-bour-
geois. There already in the dishing up of facts, the bourgeois
orientation is completely and fully expressed. The court appears
as a State bar of justice standing above the classes, the im-
partiality of which should not be doubted, or at most, if any
sort of “mistake” might happen, it is after all only an accidenta!
mistake of an-individual judge. Occasionally, the “Vorwaerts”
will actually dare to go so far as to dedicate a veritable hymn
to the police: . _

. “Now we have all beeni able t0 convince ourselves, by
. means of the Police Exposition, how well satisfied we really
ought to be with our police.” ;
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Since the “Vorwaerts” readers might remember how the
police often mishandle those whom they arrest, this is im-
mediately taken care of:

“To be sure there are still cases in which prisoners
are mishandled in the stations; for unfortunately there are
still officials possessed of the divine-right notion, who, espe-
cially ‘with people of an unsympathetic colour, like to let
themselves go. But from other “quarters ‘there is a constant
sifting in process in order to remove these unfit people, be-
cause every police expert knows that it is just they who
embarrass the work of the police with an unbearable bal-
last — -with the distrust of the public. The public is still
inclined blindly to take the part of the prisoner, because not
yet all of these recollections of an old bad time have been
erwdlcat

There are still workers who let themselves be fooled in this
way. Of course the Social Democratic leaders also have other
methods than that of press propaganda for putting it over the
working masses.

For example, Otto Bauer has told how in Austria, in the
time of greatest need, when fthe ascent of the revolruhonary move-
ment threatened, the fa’cherland was -saved: Iﬁslcfe of a few mionths
the Social Democratic municipal, aditiinistration had ()0,000 small
cottages built for the workers in the vicinity of Vienna, gave
credit and organised the whole affair in order to colonise 6(?
workers’ famxhes which, from_that day on until further miqtice,
were of course lost to fhe revolutionary mnovement

In this appeal to the petty-bourgeois experiences and in-
stincts of, the workers lies the power of Social Deniocracy. The
roots: of reformism oonstantly sprout anew in a bovurgeous en-
virgament. -We must understand. this, for otherwise it is incom-
prehensible to us how we are to approach’ the masses. We must
listen to the masses in order to be able to make their revolutio-
nary -experiences .come to life. In my opinion our central fask Jfin
capitalist countries still, remains the liberation .of the masses
irom the leading strings of the II. and Amsterdam lnteruatlonals
This oannot be done through an opporfunistic_or throigh an
ultra-Left, policy, nor can it be done by a mechanical combination
of partial -demands with our basic. slogans; the art of orgamc
combination is something that we must learn.

The weak side of our Party is stiil its relative 1solatxon from
the broad masses. The wedk 'side of the Social Democracy s the
Leftward development of the masses.- We must know how to
push; this Leftward development also in cases where the ‘radica-
lising’ masses are not immediately in a position to come into ous
Party, which is pow . often thg case in many countries. Where
the relative. stabilisation ‘is the strongest it:is often the rule with
the non-Party .and-Social Democratic Left inclined masses. In a
certain semse we can say that in these coumfries we have two
kinds of supporters, first, conscious supporters or at least thdse
who are not .afraid to vote for the Commqmst Party and to
acknowledge themselves as ifs supporfers, and second, such semi-
revolutionary working class elements as are aina.xd to support the
(Zommumst Party 'directly, .

This is one of the features of the rpresaent tlm& We must re-
alise that there are also' “unconscious supporters of communism”.
There aré workers, who e. g. honestly sympathise with the Soviet
Union. They might even be ready to go to 4he fromt.if the de-

fence of the Soviet- Union was involved. But ‘they are not yet.

ready to join the Communist Party. In some cases they might
even be more radical, more ripe in a revolutiomary sense, than
are certain members of cur Parties; for after all. we have, to
speak “frankly, e g. some oo-openahve functionaries who are
far less revelutionary  ‘“uncles” than many Left hon-Party wor-
kers. We must be able to take hold of these Lelt workers organi-
satiomally, in proper forms, and to influence them so lastingly
that we can be sure of their further development: Leftward, so
that we shall not have them expressing their sympathies for the
Showet Union one day. and supporting Social Dﬂmocratm politics
the next.

Do you believe that the intensive incitement wh1ch the Social
Democratic bourgeois press has carried on against the Commu-
nist Parties for years in such countries as e. g. Germany, has
had no effect? It has spiritually terrorised a large section of the
masses, it has deeply rooted the impression ‘With many that
the Communists are not only weak, but that ‘they do not know
how to conduct practical labour poh’ucs It is therefore very often

readily understandable that these masses can come directly over
to us only with difficulty. Again, in the White Terror countries,
the fire that is directed against us is still more apt to terrorise
the irasses. It is not easy to declare oneself for Comimunism. It
often demands a great political courage. So it is very easy that
a dividing wall forms between our movement and the ranks of
Social Democratic and non-Party workers. There forms a no
man’s land across which the reformist and non-Party workers
do not venture to come to us. But our task is to carry on such
a policy towards these workers that will make it easier for them
to come to us. ;

-There are times when the masses have no fear in declaring
themselves for ws, for the avowed revolptionary party, times in
which there is. even a turbulent demand for Commwmism. These
are periods of an open revu1u110nary situgtion. In some - countries
there is a custom that on the wedding njght a crowd gathers
around the home of the bride in order to call. her out upon the
balcony. But evervday. is net .wedding day. At present, in the
period of relative stabilisation, the demapd for revolution amiong
non:Party and. Social Damocratxc masses , is lpot lively. We must
also help them to ﬁmd their way to us -at ast, even by -means,
of by-paths. . . .

The, wall bet”ween our ranks amd the * ﬁo.n-Pmty and Social
Démocratic workers must be brokeri through ‘at any priice. It is
not eqirally - strong -ift all oo'gmmevs In Germany; e. g, it:fis still
rather $tr There it often’ happens that if-a Social- Bemocratic
worker | hear's what -a-'Corfimumist says, he - probebly - thinks" o
hidigelf: “It might be so, buft ‘because ‘you say so liam mnot. co-
thing 'slong” In Franee the case ds -somewhat different. Theré
the reformist workers -glac y listen' to the Cominmist speakers.
There it is easier. There no one asks who is speaking, but what
is it that he says, and what is to be done. And then our Party
mugt show Abem_what, i$ to be done Ini -certain other ‘countries
it is still ‘easier. In Sweden e. g ‘the workers have no lear what-
ever of listening to a Commum;’r Buit there ‘where the dividing
wall has formed 1t is;to the h1gbest interests cof ‘our ‘movement
that weﬁbreazk it fhrowgfh Frateru.sahon between oyr ‘worfkers
and the Sogial, Demncmh workers. is necgssary. Fmtgmxsahon.
wiith' thejr, lgaders. — never, but fraternisation be’tweén 'the rank
and file, on both sides of No, Man’s and, that is necessary.
We must know, how to carry on a matter of fact (disoussion with

he Social Democratic workers, fo argue w1tb thg}n in a business-
11ke way. The discussion need not be launched meedlately on
the highest questions of principle, on the final goal; on€ cat
discuss, ‘@.'g., aboiit the studtdsn in the Soviet Union and about
various practldal every-day questions. One .¢an say: we are Com-
munists, we waint to disouss this or the othet question with you,
in-order to come to a ]omt conchﬁlm ‘on ihese practxcal
qu;es‘ﬂons

. Much every-day detaxl work s, necéssary for 'the pru*rpose
of wmm ig the ‘masses. This work is in aibwe‘nfte]y no. comlict
with the reat xpolmcal struggles that we  must ledd, wittich,
through  the sharpenmg of class antagonisms, “also’ ifi "Westertt
Europe, . will again and again come to the’ foreground. The work
in the various great mass organidatidns of the proletariat is be:
coming ever wewhher Left wing ‘strafegy has not yet become
superfluous in many of these organisations. In this period, ex-
perience ‘shows, it can oiten be applied with great success, but
of course only on cdndition . that -eur Party does-not lose its
own Commitmist ‘face in the -process, that our Party. keeps the
firmer grip On. itself the greater the masses that it myist influence.
These great masses cannot be led through the-application of a
vxﬁechamcal control, but only by conviction and lmefueqtual au-
thority ‘

It séems to me ‘that our Parties do not always recognise the
necessrty of indirect methods of leadership of mass movements,
that opr mexpenenced comrades often have a certain amount of
fear of .an outwardly independent Leit movement, of an out-
wardly non-Party activity, etc., that they are afraid of 'a certain
coritpetitibn or that they’ look urp(m such activity: everywhere as
dano‘emus opportunism  that miist be severely combatted. Yes,
of course there -are Left organisations and ‘“Le#” organisations.
There is for instance iin Saxony a so-called Left Social Democra-
tic Party. Should we fratermise with this /Party? Such an idea is
absolutely absurd. Such a Party is on the -road back to the coun-
ter-revolutionary Social Democracy. But; comrades, tliere are also
other Lelt organisations, such as the Red Front Leag\ue in Ger-
many, the revolutionary factory councils, etc,, in which we can
and must work.
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_ That there are serious dangers in this work, we know, and
we miust always recognise this clearly. In this work e must
kpow how to .combine the highest solidity of principle with the
ability to manoeuvre. In this we must clearly see the danger —
that we woilld very easily fall into a tail-end policy. But if we
see this danger dlearly we are justified in having no fear of this
work. - L e
Comrades, after these general remarks I shall proceed, in
order to throw better light upon these ideas, to the question of
our trade union work. :

First a special question. Here and’ there among our ranks,
an erroneous view. has arisen, especially in such countries where
we have Red trade unions, but also in other countries it has be-
comg' moticeable, that there is a certain mixing of the concep-
tions of Party and Trade Union. They want to politicalise the
trade umions, Certainly, i this is dome rightly, it is all to the
good. The political - raising of tradé union conscioisness, the
raising of ‘the révolutiomary activity of the trade’ unions — this
is ineces$ary, but to try to transiorm the trade unions intor a
Party is-a ‘mistake. Such political”slogans are proposed ds are
really pure Party slogans which obviate all contact with the real
trade -union wiork and which are looked upon by the workers
organised in. the trade unions as Party slogans with which the
trade - upions showdd.-not concepn themselves. Ta.-be sure, the
trade .umionsiare a school for the Party, but they.are not the
Party, and every attempt to transform a Red trade dnion into a

Pagyty. dis only inclined towards isolating us from the masses.

And even if such an effort were to succeed, we would thereby
attain but a poor substitute for the Party. . . , ‘

\:N,;;Es‘ﬁéditally in White Terror countries, bitt also iin others, we
can in most cases contetit, ourselves with demanding, for ‘the im-
mediate future, energeti¢ activity in the economic struggles ‘and
in, all trade wunion questions. For the imitiediateé future”we do not
demand ‘from them any purely politiddl’ activity; it is' sufficient if
they ably and, from a revolitionary, standpoint, “cgrrectly carry
on ‘the ecoriomic struggles. The workers' as a rule think this way:
if we attenid onr trade umion organisations we want to’ speak
ihere about wages, working’day, and other conditionris of ‘labour,
we Want to devote ourselves’entirely to trade ‘union questions.
A,md‘ if ‘2 Communist in an unwarranted manner ‘demands the
adonfion of purely Party slogans he thereby anfagonises  the

I shall not discuss the movement for trade uniom unity
in detail- at this time. The question of how this movement
is' . 1o /be carried = on.  further is. to . be dealt with
in . the Trade Union Commission. In my _opinion this
movement must be developed in all directions, and we should not
only garry on propaganda for wunity through our orgaunisatjons.
Weighty and necessary .is the concretising of our tasks in the
tracte unions, What we need. is, so to 'say, a specialised strategy
for trade union work. This is not"always recognised. One often
believes  that it is enough to have policies that are adopted for

the general Party policy, that, no special concretised strategy for

trade union work is necessary. It is offen forgotten that already

after the II Congress it was. decided: )

“It is easy but fruitless to preach continually only the
" general prinoiples of Commumism, and thereby to fall iinto
" the fiegativé attitude of vulgar syndicalism on oconcrete ques-
“tioms. This only makes easier the game of the Yellow Am-
sterdam leadership. 3 ; : "
Instead, the Communists should raise their revolutiomary
attitude according to the actual contents of every question
* that arises. For example. instead of contenting ourselves with
the theoretical-principal opposition to all wage-agreements,
we should fight the agreements proposed by the Amster-
dam leaders on the basis of their actual contents. Every
shackling of :the militancy of the proletariat is to be con-
demmned and to be combatted decisively. It is notoriously
the aim of the capitalists and their Amsterdam agents to
bind the hands of the fighting workers by every wage
- agreement, for this reasom it is of course the duty of the
Communists. to expose this aim to the workers. But the Com-
mumists can, as a rule, effect this exposure best by proposing
such a form of agreement that constitutes no shackles for
‘the workers. ‘

The same attitude is e. g. desirable towards the benefit’

funds and mutual aid funds of the trade umions”, etc.

Ot course to trade wnionists this seems to be A.B.C., that
should be unnecessary to mention, yet I have the impressions that
in our trade union work this A.B.C, has not vet soaked into
the blood of our active comrades, that we still work too much
with general slogans. .What was said at the III. Congress is now
of course to some extent antiquated in detail, and not particu-
larly fitted to the present period. We must now concretise this.

In this concretisation we come to the question of rationali-
sation and our practical attitude towards this question. A few
remarks on this. In looking into this question I have come to the
conclusion that we cannot come out against every measure for
the ratiomalisation of production in capitalist countries. But every
measure for the rationalisation of production in eapitalist coun-
tries is “capitalist rationalisation”, for it is carried out in the in-
terest of the capitalists’ profit and it takes place in capitalist
enterprises. At the same time however, we declare war against
every capitalist offensive, against every worsening of the .con-
ditions .ef labour and of the position of the worker, regardless
of the:pretext on which it may be:carried out. In the earlier pe-
riods of capitalism we could probably not have said this, as.
long as capitalism still had advances before it. Now, it can, and
must be said. Therefore: fight against every employers’ ofien-
sive, against every wotsening in the conditions of labour and
in the condifions of the workers, 2s a result of the capitalist
rationalisation. Not against every rationalisation of production,
but against such rationalisation of ‘production which worsens the
position of the workers. Such technicai inventions that in no
way injure the situation of the workers are nmone of our concern
in capitalist countries, we are neither for, nor against. i

The Social Democratic leaders ‘want ‘to stand by capitalism in
the ocirrying out of capitalist rationalisation. They want to help
the capitalists' to break the resistance of the workers, to bring
them ninder the yoké with the least possible friotion.”Since ratio-
nalisation in most cases signifies a direct or indirect attack upon
ihe workers apd thereby “calls forth the workers’ resistance, its
objective effect is that of a revoltitionising factor. The cipitalists
want 1o overcome this resistance partly by splitting the working’
class iinto entployed “and unemployeéd, partly: by pacilying ‘the
discontented among the employed as well ‘as among: the un-
employed. The Social Democratic “leaders, especially the trade
union Bureaucrats, want 4o help the capitalists to‘carry out the
wholesals dismissals, in pacifying the unémployed, i dividing
them from the employed, and in winning those still at work to
the side of the capitalist rationalisation. o

How is this done? How does the Social Deniocracy carry
this out? First, by minimising or denying the harmfiulness of the
capitalistic rationalisation measures for the workers.- We, on
the other hand, should expose the triith in this conmection fo
every single worker. Second, the Social Democrats try to justify
the introduction of capitalist ratiomalisation by its alleged eco--
nomtic necessity, and at the same time divert the attention of the
workers by a sham battle, e. g. a sham battle for a mutual.
“sharing of the sacrifices of rationalisation”. For instance, “Vor-
warts” tatks as follows: Rationalisation demands certain sacrifices:
from the workers, here and’ there workers are discharged,
whereas superfluous directors are not discharged; yes; in some
cases - even ‘mew directors were engaged simultaneously; the
Social- Democracy will therefore -demand that in laying off
workers. some directors shall also.be laid off. It is entirely clear
taht this is omly a sly diversion from the real road. Nothing of.
any use to the workers will ever come out of this Social Demo-
cratic. demand, they can only be'misled by it. And . if :some-one
of ‘our comrades, for instance, were to.propose such a “radica-
lised” demand that at every discharge of the workers, a similar
number of the managing staff be laid off, this would also, of
course, be absolutely’ wprong. We are against every discharge of
workers, against every worsening of their position. And i the
Social Democrats say that it is impossible to assure profitable
production without lowering production costs, then we will
reply: economise wherever you please, you and your bosses,
economise by laying off directors or in any other way you like,
but you shall not economise at the expense of the workers -—
against this we shall fight! ,

Another argument of the Social. Democrats is this: the
workers should. make these sacrifices now, because later their
situation will become better: to be sure a portion of the workers
are being discharged now, but later they will be re-employed.
We believe that this argument must be exposed as deceit. We
must make it clear to the workers that new mass discharges
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threaten. We must make clear to the workers that it is a lie
to say that capitalism has prospects of such improvement that
it will be possible to give the workers betterments such as the
Social Democrats promise them. We must prove all this to the
workers. Tn addition we should demand the: extension of the
rights of the factory courcil. We can demand in Germany, for
instance, that the factory council shail be authorised to investigate
whether onme or the other rationalisation measure, notwithstan-
ding the statements of the management, is really harmiul to the
w"orkelis, and then we should fight for our views in the factory
councils. :

We must not imagine that our fight on this question of
rationalisation will be an easy .one, The Social Democracy have
learned how to manoeuvre. In their ‘newspapers they. do not
simply write that the workers must submit to all sacrifices that
capitalist rationalisation demands. The German Social Democracy
has now, for example, launched a fake campaign for the shorte-
ning of the work-day. Such campaigns on the part of the Social
Democracy are, of course only deceitiul sham battles whijch we
have not yet unmasked before all the workers. Of .course our
participation in all real mass movements on the trade union
field is primarily important. It is the most imporfant. In certain
countries, this has still always been our weakmness. )

.In the last few days I spoke with a comrade who recently
came from Central Europe, where :he spoke with many non-
Party workers without their knowing that he was a Communist.
He asked them what: they thought about the Commiunists. The
reply was practically always in:ome and the same direction.
These workers replied: “Yes, the Commumist Party is the only
Party which fights for the interests of the workers, and in general
it is entirely right but theCommunists do not understand prac-
tical politics.” Comrades, this is an exaggeration, but we cannot
denty that in many casés we are still inexperienced. But ' this
siexperience we shall' overcome in practical work.

Concerning other branches of our mass work, e. g. in the
factory councils, co-operatives, sport organisations, and among
the women ‘workgss, efc., — yes, comrades, what should T really
say about this? *You know that we have spoken-a lot-about this’
work, ‘that we Have adopted vohiinous and good resolutions
which, however, were badly carried out. Shall we lay these old
decisions before you once more to: be voted on? What shall we
do in order really.to get forward on this field? I wish that you
would express yourselves on this question. You .come from the
spot where this work has to be done. You should know what
obstacles are on hand, why it is so difficult to carry out our
decisions. Or should we perhaps change the decisions? Or is
there, perhaps, in our Parties or Party Execntives a little devia-
tion in the.direction of under-estimating, the significance of the
work o these fields? 1 believe that this .is the case at least on
the field of work among the masses of proletarian women, I am
fudly; convinced:that the importance of this work is u_ndertest'lmsated
by our Parties. Of course not consciously. and not in principle —
nobody is.against this work — but,in practice we are quite weak
on this field. To draw the women workers iato . joint mass
actions,. fo- onganise and activise them in the trade unions and
in.the jactories — comrades, what have even our best Parties
in the capitalist countries seriously done for this. purpose? Please
tell ‘me,. concretely. If we knew for ‘certain that this or the other
C. P. since the last Enlarged Exeoutive had won even only
20 — 30 new non-Party women workers for revolutionary work,
so that they were now really earrying on this work .among the
masses of women workers, then this would already be something,
even though a very modest beginning, but ‘nevertheless some-
thing. But can we with cerfainty maintain this in all countries?
1 believe not. . : =

The youth movemént is our hope. I think however, that we’
shouid speak very seriously, aiter the ‘Enlarged Exequtive, with
the youth comrades. I do not view the present position of the
youth movement pessimisticaily, but also not optimistically. Our
youth work is pressed into a too narrow framework; in many
countries this movement is rather purely Communistic. But one
thing is certain; that our youth movement at present has too little
attractive potwer, too little recruiting power with regard to the
non-Party youth, _

Of the nom-Party organisations sympathetic o us 1 should
fike to cite as a model the Red Fromt League in Germany,
especially since in Czecho-Slovakia, where the Party otherwise
showed that it understood mass work, a similar organisation was

built up in an extremiely narrow frame (as uniformed groups for
the maintenance of order). This Czecho-Slowakian, initiative
cannot even be compared with the R. F. L. in Germany. Towards
non-Party mass ofganisations whose executives are not 51%
in the hands of Party members, many comrades still have a
certain mistrust. This means too little confidence in the revolu-
tionary leftward turning of the masses.

"What else can account for, e. g. the mistrust fowards such
organisations as the Workers International Relief? Yes comrades,
if T raise the question of whetheér this organisation is necessary
or slypex'fl{uous, I 'am afraid that the answer is not quite clear
evei for all the comrades in. this hall. In my opinion this uon-
Party organisation has proven its right to exist by its successiul
work. From the methods applied by the W. I R. for the attrac--
tion of non-Party workers even we ean learn many things. Of
course, from our viewpoint it is easy to enumerate many mistakes
in the work of the W. I. R. Anyong who does much will also
make mustakes, and this is after all no, Communist organisation.
Surely, “opportunistic slips have happened, but in general the
work of the W. 1. R. is useful and necessary. = . .

, ‘The best: counter-revolutionary newspaper - in the world,
“Norwaerts” vecently. printed a pretty: tale that might be ‘mentio-
ved in this connection. Under the title “Kit Inspection” the paper
calls upon the German labour. aristocracy, ‘especially the house-
wives ‘“‘who find -themselves in somewhat assured ¢ireumstances”,
to .undertake an-inspection of their wardrobe for ‘the’ putpose of
giving superfluous artictes of clothing to: the wnemployed: “Vor
waerts” remarks in’ this connection that they : shoiild “Jiberate
themselves. from petty bourgeois hoarding and collecting mania”,
because “the change of fashion  quickly overiakes' apparel omce
laid alsnd!e”. At the end is expressed the political “moral” of this
appeal: . R

 “What is involved is-quick action before this suggestion

again lapses inmto forgetfulness. Our position as wage ear-
ners, as Social Democrats, makes it our duty to help those
who are not earming anyihing: The .needis great! And if
the, Communists spitelylly eensure our.appeal for mutual aid
and raise the radical demand that all families of the un-
employed be given new clothing instead of wotn clothing,
we. will not. permit ourselves to be misled, because after all a
serviceable worn coat on one’s back is better than a new one
which hangs in. the imagination and wishes of a long re-
solution.” ‘(Laughter.) . - T

Yes, coftirades, it .is laughable but. we should not un-
der-estimate ‘the effect of this agjtation, The. leitmotif of this:
camouflaged’ counter-revolutionary agitation is always: the Com-
munists shout for the suffering, but we help ‘them, we really do
something. We must expose these lies to the workers i practice
as' lies. Of course the Social Democrats, when' they write this
sort of stuff, do not want to help the suffering — they, only want
to make it appear as if they were doing something. The above-
mentioned appeal by “Vorwaerts” had. the purpose of directing
the attention of the workers to.the activity, of the Social Demo-
cratic “Welfare Commission”. A year ago the Social Democracy
organised this - commission as a competitive . parallel organisa-
tion to the Red W. L. R. .. The W, L. R. has of course a much broa-
der foundation, it stands, on a much firmer footing: — the Ger-
man Social Democratic leadership knows this and it seems. that
it does not under-estimate the importance of the work done by
the W.IL.R. Hence, it has taken counter-measures. Our Social
Dembocratic foes unfortunately mnderstand something more about
the work of the W.L R. than some Communists.

United front organs of various sorts, e. g. such as, in Italy,
exist and are founded especially after each. action in the form
of “agitation commitiees”. in which Communist, non-Party and
reformist workers are jointly active — such a system of united
front organs is already developing in many countries, even
though mot as Vet to a sufficient extént. We should effectively
foster this development, but of course in all this work we should
not only preserve inviolate the complete independence of our
Party and its Communist face, but we should also constantly,
with conscious purpose and comsequently put through the re-
volutionary line of our Party. The German ultra-Left told us:
the Execufive of the Comintern is now trying to introduce a new
line, all kinds of “Left Wings” and Left blocs are to be formed
and thereby the Communist Parties are to be liquidated. This lie
should be scotched by our practice. The more that we work in
the non-Party organisations and in various united front organs,
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the more firm must our Communist attitude be. This is absolu-
tely necessary. Every possible germ of liquidatorism is to be met
with relentless struggle. But the ultra-Left leaders in Germany
who have criticised "us surely represent no germs of liquidato-
1r:'_;&sm, they are the worse embodiment of fully developed liquida-
ionism.

In the struggie against white terror and fascism it seems to
me that our illegal Parties are applying partially antiquated me-
thods. The bourgeoisie has already learned to apply new methods
betore which we stand 'to some extent helpless. The ultra-Leftists
as well as the Rightists — this is very characteristic — are ab-
solutely passive and helpless in questions of practical struggle
against White Terror. Of individual heroism there is very much
in oir ranks. This is evidence that we really represent a great
virile idea. But-it is impossible to ‘overcome White Terror with
bate individual’ heroism. What matters here also is the ability
to wtilise the 'Communist Party to a correct extent, to orgamise
the broad ‘maSses and to mobilise them against the class foe.
This “is 'espécially true where there i a Fascist mass movement
s in Italy. This far, Fascism in Italy has overcome its crises one
aiter another, but I do mnot think that it will have such smooth
sailing very much longer. I am of the opinion that even if Fas-
cism can be a.saviour ot the bourgeoisie, under certain circum-
stances, if @a. provisiomal Fascist regime can render ever such
great service to ‘the bourgeoisie, it is nevertheless not a lasting
system of government. Just as robbery is not a production me-
thod, so Fascism is no lasting govermmental method. It s far
more - a: disorderly bearer of a condition .of lasting civil war,
or.a constant. provoker of civil war. But capitalist production re-
quires more peace. It is possible that the conflict between this
requirement of am important seotion of Italian big capital and
the . political requiremtents ©f Fascism will soonm make itself felt
in a very sericus crisis in the Fascist regime, especially in view
of the strengthening of our movement. Mussolini has already
i;each?d such a state that he has to organise attacks against

imiself. ' ' ) -

‘But also in the other White Terror countries is it our task
to’ orgamise a! mass movermenrt -against the “tétror régimeé, for
only ir this way can we niake headway. In these countries where
the' Sogial Democracy directly or indiréctly supports the White
Terror our task is perhaps even miore difficult than in Ttaiy.
Even opposition te the White Terror; to provocateurs and: spies,
does mot appear sufficiently clearly to many workers. But as
a rule it s entirely possible to make this compreéhensiblé to all
proletarians, only we haye not, explained it clearly epough every-
where. Let s take Poland, for exarmple. Is it clear to every wor-
ker in a factory theré that spying against the Conimunists is a
reprehensible hangman service? At least a short time ago we
were told that it'is not yet clear to all workers, that there are
P.P.S. people in the 'factories who. even look upon . it.as a sort
of honour to lend 4 hand to the police-spies in their tricks against
our comrades. ' ~

The freeing of the masses irom-the lypnosis of terrorism can
only follow “from the  organisation of an apt activity of the
masses. For this purpose we need such partial demands that
really fit the given situation in order ‘to make the massés mo-
bile against the White Terror; and this movement of the masses
must proceed in such a way that it will not be easy for the
governitient to hinder them. : R

1 should like to cite an example from Italy. The greatest anti-
Fascist demonstration of recent times was the collection of mo-
ney for the British stnikers, an action which appdrently had no
connection whatever with the struggle against Fascism. The
masses feel a vital-need for somie sort of independent activity
whereby to protest against the Fascist regime, and the Commu-
nist Party in a lucky morhent issued the slogan for the support
of the British miners, This support campaign took the form of
a real mass movement, and in a short time more than 200,000 lire
were collected, which is quite a good deal for Italy in compari-
son with what was collected in other capitalist countries. This
has given the impression of a certain political disintegration of
Fascisnt, it has spurred the masses to further struggle. After this
colllection our Party orgamised a collection campaign for the
“Unita” and even many peasants gave ample support to this col-
lection of funds. It often happened that when our comrades wan-
ted to quiet these peasants with the assurance that their mames
would not be published they frequently received the reply: “No,
vou must also publish our names in our paper, we are not co-

doin

wards, we dare to show that we support the Communist Party.”
This was a symptom of the mood of the masses.

. What kind of initiatives and slogans are to be resorted to
in a given situation in order to mobilise the masses against the
White Terror and to coalesce them into a more or iless loose
organisation or fighting movement? To find this solution is
often a very difficult questicn and is not solvable only theore-
tically. Even the funeral of our martyrs can under certain circum-
stances give the occasion for that sort of a mass mobilisation;
or any sort of dentand for democratic liberties, or a political
trial, etc., can serve as a fitting occasion for the launching of a
mass movement.

* The struggle against provocateurs and spies we have so far
not been able to develop with sufficient breadth and effect. We
are dogged practically everywhere by provocateurs and spies,
in the White Terror countries as well as in others, by royalist
as ‘well as by republican provocateurs and spies. What are we
against them? Well, we protect ourselves in White Terror
countries by the requisite conspiration, moré or less skilful, —
that is what we are doing. But we do not organise a mass
struggle against thé provocateurs and spies of the counter-
revolution. Yet this is eéxactly' what can and must be done. For in-
stance, we could, if we wafited to, develop a real mass campaign
against spies and provocateurs in the factories and in all prole-
tarian mass organisations.. That is very necessary.:As long as
we alone are the persecuted, as long as the spies -are not morally
persecuted anywhere so long will their work be easy and ours
difficult. It is necessary to develop such a mass sentiment against
these jailors’ henchmen of the counter-revolution that they must
be afraid of exposure wherever they may appear, and that they
must be afraid of the indignation of the masses. - :

In my opinion the Comimunists in the ranks of the Red Aid
should work in the direction that the wvaluable activity of this
organisation will be developed on a much broader scale and in
much more elastic forms. : ' ;

I should now like to mention certain examples from the
experiences, achievements as well as mistakes, shortcomings and
weaknesses of some of our most important sections on the field
of their, work among the broad proletarian masses. ‘

First, as to the C.P. of Germany. Whether the Party, in its
conduct of the campaign for a referendum ‘on the question of
the expropriation of the Royal Houses made any kind of petty
mristakes br not, of that I 4m not so sure, but the essentials »i
this campaign-I do know, and [ must say 1 have no desire fo
criticise the ‘Party on this question. This campaign was ¢arried
throtgh by the Party with splendid success; it'is' a model of how
a mass action can be carried out even in thé worst times of
relative’ stabilisation and its attendant passivity of the masses.
The C. P. raised itself in the course of this action inio the leader
of the broadest of mrass movements, and has thereby raised-also
the revolutionary consciousness of the masses. The -influence
and authority of our Communist Party has risen tremendously.
thereby. 1 am of the opinion that all' our Parties incapitalist
countries have much’ to 'learn from the way this campaign was
carried out, quite regardless of whether any sort ot little ‘mi-
stakes ‘were made in it. It was a test of the political forces of the
Party. But the continuation: of this campaign, the exploitation of
its effects, was already not so good. For instance, the-slogan
which was put to the foreground in the “Roté Fahne” as a call
to the Left Social-Democratic workers: “Out-of the Social-Demo-
cratic Party, into the"Communist Party!” Sure, that is good bu-
siness, but it is"not to be done so simply. The masses are not yet
ripe enough for this, The whole problem consists in just this —-
how can we accelerate their ripening for this slogan. Now the
slogan does not as yet correspond to the. situation.

The organisation of the Workers’ Congress was likewise a
good idea. That this initiative on the part of the C. P. G. was
correct was best evidenced by the attack of the “Boérsenzeitung”
the German-Nationalist organ, in the issue of September Oth,

The writer, of course, produced a lot of fake material, but
simultaneously he showed that these scoundrels understand very
much of the essentials. And the fact that during the whole period
the “Vorwirts” tried to maintain silence on the workers’ con-
gress shows that the Social Democratic leadership likewise
realises what it is all about. But our Party Executive then picked
exclusively Communists as speakers at this Congress. This de-
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cision was changed later, which is much to be: welcomed. But
this temporary mistake, even though it lasted however short a
time, was not accidental. It is-a definite symptom that our Party
is still somewhat: weak in this' direction. ’ :

Yet more than that of such small mistakes is the:significance
of the Party’s weakness in trade union work. In my opinion this
is the weakest point of the German Party. We shall discuss. this
further in the German Commission. That a. fundamental change
must take place here is clear. Otherwise the C.P.G. cannot
make progress. In the factory councils the Party achieved suc-
cesses. In the R. F. L. it has worked well, and its own reor-
ganisation on the basis of factory nuclei has been best carried
out by the German Party.

It is a pleasure to note that in many towns the Party nuclei
are really living, working, fighting. This is an important achieve-
ment. The increased mass influence of the C. P. G. showed
itself in the elections in Saxony, espeecially in the Municipal
elections. The German Party showed in its work +-.and this is
its strong side — great energy and: much initiative, it has already
many fighting experiences and the general Bolshevik level of this
Party is relatively high. But from such a Party is also demanded
much, much more than from many other Communist Parties. It
must not for a moment forget that in comparison with the
German Social Demotracy it is still altogether too weak. The
chief task of overcoming this deficiency is in the development
of Communist trade union work. About the Party press and its
shortcomings 1 shall speak particularly later on.

A few words about the mass work’ ol the Communist Party
of Czecho-Slovakia. This Party is a real mass Party. It has had,
first of all, important ‘election victories, but that is not all, it
also e. g. carried on a good_ fight against Fascism. It has known
how to conduct this struggle, not through abstract propaganda,
but by making. it popular and successful through concrete slo-
gans. In this struggle it has for the time being — of course not
for all tinte — politically defeated the Fascist movement. it has
been able furthermore, with regard to the natiopal antagonisms,
to maintain a correct course, which is no easy task in a country
like Czecho-Slovakia. .. RN , o

But the Czecho-Slovakian Party also has its shortcomings.

On the field of trade union work it has established too little
connection with the masses that are organised outside of the
Red Trade Unions. The trade union organisations as well as the
Party organisations in Czecho-Slovakia suffer from a certain
dullness, and also from a certain lack of political development
and shortage of active cadres. The nucleus life is not yet : suffi-
ciently developed, and still more- deficient; is the work of.the
fractions in the various mass erganisations, . - ,:

The French Comupiunist Party has likewise had successeés
récently in, the winning of the masses. This is. undenjable, Its
mass influence has risen. But we get the impression, as, if .this
is not so much due to the Party as to the good fortune of parti-
cularly favourable circumstances. Class antagonisms are shar-
pening in France. The proletariat still greatly lacks experience
in battle. Our Party has the leading position among the warkers
in Paris, to be sure, and this is not to be underestimated; this
is not yet the case in other large capitalist countries. But to
consolidate this position ‘pdlitically and organisationally by day-
to-day revolutionmary activity among the masses, om this our
Party is sstill very -weak. :Perhaps it is directing its attention
somewhat too one-sidedly towards-election campaigns and par-
liamentary activity. And the connection between the Central and
District Executives still seems to be too weak. Some comirades
maintain . that the Party has recéntly, lost members during . the
reorganisation, other deny it — nabody knows it for certain. The
membership of the Party is therefore somewhat indefinite, which
is also a sign_of its lack of development. The niembership
fluctuation seems to be rather large. )

We have in France also a relatively large sympathetic
trade union organisation, but its ‘activity in strike movements
has been weak.” A vigorous unify mood Yreqzﬁ'ls among the
masses. Many' reformist workers come to thé “meefings of the
C. G. T. U. This proves that thés€ workers really have no fear-
ful prejudice against the Red Trade Union' organisation. But
we must know how to utilise better this' #tnify sertiment in
practice. Big propaganda does not. help here; we' must know
how to carry further the unity movemnient in practiée. How this

is to be done is a problem that must be discussed further in the
Trade Uniomr “Commissiorn. B

The Communist Party of Italy has of late really gone through
a high-schoaol of revolutionary work. Aside from the Fascist
party, the Communist Party is now the strongest Party in
taly. It has been able in many cases to. apply-a correct united
front tactic among the masses successfully. Many examiples of this
could be cited which, however, cannot be discussed publicly at
the present time. Such successes:undet the difficult conditions
that prevail in ltaly show'that our Party has already learned
much in the science of revdlutionary -aetivity. ‘

The Communist Party of Great Britain is.developing rapidly.
The first significant act of this Party in.the course of its deve-
Jopment was the organisation of the publicgtion and distribution
of the Party newspaper. The Party has shown through its -
energy that a Communist newspaper .can achieve a real mass
circulation in a short time. The second .important act of the
British G, P. was the launching of the- Qpposition in the trade
unions through the trade union work of ‘the, Communists. In a
few years the English Communists, together with the Minority

- Movement, have created a firm oppositional position in the trade

union movement and have done seccessful revolutionary work.
The' third “act of: the British Party is its sfruggle in the. past
year in'comnéction with the miners’ strike. Tf -we knew nothing
furthér- thdn' the facts concérning the circulation of the Com-
munist- faé¢tory papers durirg this strike, then this strike alone
would be'good eviderice ‘of what the young Party has doné
during its 'trial of strength. 'A. testimonial from our foes could
be read in % telegram according to which the reformist enemies
are sa’ld to have stated: if the Communists had not “interfered”
we would long ago have had a majority among the miiners
for the liquidationof the strike. Any Communist Party could
be proud of such a testimonial from the foe, B . o

- But our British Party is not yet a mass Party. It must
grow . mych, yary -much, strenger. And:the Party .also -has
occasion for sellcriticism. We. are of the opigion that the Party
has recently. made certain mistakes iwhich should: be - discussed
#urther;.in. the:British Commission of the Pleniun:-Yes, only ane
who does nothing never makes- any mistakes, but: everyone of
us is .in duty bound, if he makes mistakes, himself to criticise
them. A, few weeks ~ago .the Exgcudive sent: to: the: last Party
Congress. of the British Party:a-telegram which: concluded with
a few sentefices directing the attention-of- the Party to the ne-
cessity for .self-criticissn. The:British Party Exe¢utive, however,
when. it-published, this: telegram;in.-ils desitral-organ, fergot- to
‘publish, these,sentences about; seli-eriticism along with. the rest*):
1 should like to say fo the British camrades: vou can see how
much we love you, we love your successes and practically every-
thing in your Party’ — orly excepting 'your. misfakes, And I
Should like to warn the British comrades: beware lesi you fall
in love with your own mistakes! Self-criticism is the duty of
every Communist Party. FENTIERS i RN

A few words concerning the Scandinavian Communist
Parties,, The Swedish Party” has recently had to record election
gains, but also election defeats, in' the municipal elections. In a
muitber: of 4rad¢ uniens our Party has-a not inconsiderable mass
influenee, but . this;-influence- is: extending . very: slowly. -Our foes
are sfill very strong and doeverything possible: {0 paralyse eur
progress. Lately they hawe begun -a campaign for a gemeral affi-
liation of the trade .umions to the Social Democratic, party. In
this way, they want {6, make impossible the furfher dévelopment
of the Left tradé union unity movement in Sweden, /it wants to
forbid all’ trade ‘unidns belonging to the Social Democracy, to
affiliate with' the unfity movement. The difficulties are theréfore
very great, but T have the impression ‘that our Party has. not
doneg, everything possible on this field. .= "'~ . o

In Norway our Party has taken part in big econdmic
struggles; ‘brit it has thus far had too litfle success in extending,
and above all in' organisationally consolidatigg, its influence
among the broad masses. The Tranmaelites manoeuvre ski}ﬁu.l?y

*)'In 4 subsequent Session,the speaker declared, that he was
not aware that the full contents of the telegram was published
in a succeeding number of the Ceéntral Organ of the C. P.G. B;
had he ‘known this soonér, He waquld have. considered it un-
necessary to mention tHe non-publicafion of the sentence in

question.
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in order to paralyse the effect of the work of our Party. To
some extent, our Party was also hindered by a lack of internal
umty in concentrating energetically its attention upon the work
of winning the muasses. b
Comrades, since wmy time has passed very rapidly, I find
myself compelled to shorten the rest of my report as much_as
possible. After all theré is ‘a chance to discuss ‘the individual
questions in the various' Commissions. Fo e

Among the illegal communist Parties there: is still to be
noted a certain’ bottling up of  Party activity, .which we
must necessarily overcome. In many cases one of the causes of
this phenomenon is that inexperienced comrades misunderstand
the requirements of uriderground work. Not worse, but more
skiliul underground activity than heretofore is “necessary. In
consequence of poor conspiratory activity, somte Parties have had
too many sacrifices. But we ‘must not conspire in such a way
that our whole work is so far underground ‘that its effects are
practically nowhere to be'seen. Tn ny opinion, for the purpose
of " better exploiting’ legal’ opportunities, 2 certain cHange is
necessary in the work of sever@l illegal Parties. How this is
to be done should” be investivated by the respective Party
Executives. - P .

Our Communist Press suffers practically universally from a
certain lack of revolutionary popularity. We have, to be sure,
revolutionary newspapers that are not |popular enough, and we
also have some popular papers that are not revolutionary enough.
For example, the “Humanité” has of late become much more
popular, but to some .extent it is trying to substitpite sensatio-
nalism for revelutionary popularity. The “Rote Fahne” in Ger-
many Has its  strong sides which Teveal themselves e. g. in the
revolutioniary yvigour of its presentation. But with . this is bound
up also ome of the weaknesses of this paper: monotonous
storm signals are tiresome. .Such very glaring. mistakes as the
“Rude Pravo” made not long ago in the well-known article
about Otto Bauer’s speech rarely happen in' oirr bress. But this
case «isat::the! same 'time a symptom of rather widerspread
shortcoming: the fack of a sufficiently close cormtact between the
Party Executive and the ‘editors. This deficiency is to be seen
practically everywhere; and this fact proves that what s involved
is a wrong attitude on the part of the Executives. The importance
ol the ‘press it 'the present period is being underestimated. 1f
this ‘were net so more attention would -be ‘given to'the press,
and: first rank Party- leaders: would write for it fegularly. Now
this sis left almost ‘entirely #o the #ditorial craftstfien, most of
wham are too littlé connected with the workers in the factories
since they are océupied one-sidedly in: their craft. Contact bet-
ween -Party Executive and press must be imptoved everywhere:

.. The Central Organ of the American Party, was. for a time
pr@cti'ca‘l]cy filled with Communist theses. In .a recent session of
the ‘C. C. the editors. themselves iexcercise sharp self-criticism
of'32 poimts..; e L K

(Interjection by Comrade Pepper:
right). . v
They even exaggerated a litfle: Now there has actually been
a ceftain improvement,; but:still not enough. The Party Execiitive
has .now -proposed to:move the paper from Chicago to New
York. On this proposal. I' have as’ yet"no definite opiniot.  But
Lam afraid that-if:the. “Daily Worker” 1is not better edited, it

“Anid the editors were

wilt not gét sufficient circulation in New Yotk either.’

‘We shoidd likewise devote more atténtion to the non-Party
press and literature sympathetic to us. Even such little things
as the satirical’ miagaziries our Parties do: not. know, how. fo
exploit properly. A -good satirical miagazine has much impor-
tance, but very seldom do we see @ gpod issue. The importance
of illustrated ‘workers’ papers is best shown, by the non-Party
“Arbeiter [Hustrierte”  in Germany. And .if the Czech Party
Executive demanids that this weekly shall nof be circulated there
because it competes with the Party publication, then T would like
to say that our Parties should edit their,6wn publications ,?ettg%
so ‘that they will really be able to compete. We should n
establish high tariffs on such things.

. The circulation of literature, such a simple thing, has also
not been well organised by omr Parties, The .things we publish,
umfortynately, very often do not reach. the hands of the reader.
In the beginnings of the Labour Movement it is well-knowa that
many a great. revqlutionary leader often himself sold, his. papers,
standing on the streét-corners or going from house to house,

So with Comrade Katayama, who is here, he stood on streei-
corners in America and sold his jpapers, and we take off our
hats to him for:it. Of course times are somewhat different now,
but T nevertheless appeal to the co-operation of our youth for
the better organisation of the circulation of Communist literature
and press. ‘It ‘must be recognised that this work is also revolu-
tionary work, and that it is not the least important kind of
revolutionary work.”And if the better organisation of- literature
circulation ‘canmot be accomplished in this way, then we will do
it in-a modern way, we will' create a network of agents etc.
But it must be done somehow. Certain successes c¢an bé noted
recently on this field also e. g. in Germany.

An important task confronts our Parties also in the raising
of the level of their theoretical periodicals. Most of these periodi-
cals are not edited systematically enough along a uniform line,
instead they are a collection of articles of a ‘more or less casual
nature. Our interpational organ also has the same defect. It is
not long ago that we inaugurated an improvement of our
magazine, and we intend to develop this still further. The Parties
should do the same, and in this connection should devote serious
attention to the theoretical training of the Party membership, to
elementary as well as functionary training. Above ail 1 should
reconmmend the short-term course.

The reorganisation of our Parties on the basis of factory
nuclei has justified itself. Practically everywhere we have had
good. experiences with it. But there are still serious. difficulties
in several countries, especially in France, Scandinavia and in the
United States. These difficulties must, of course, be carefully
studied, but if anyone says that it is entirely impossible for us
to organise virile factory nuclei, then I must reply that under
far more difficult conditions it has proven possible.

1 could tell you of some examples in White Terror countries,
where excellently functioning nuclei were organised even in the
prisons, nuclei that issued papers regularly, that printed worker-
correspondence regularly, etc. If anyone wishes to argue against
these examples that at least nobody could “lose a job” for par-
ticipation in these “factory nuclei”, I can reply that not even
this is true: anyone caught in nucleus work as’a rule loses his
place in the factory workshop. The organising of factory nuclei
and their regular activity is possible. For this just a little ex-
perience is needed.. It very often happens that our -comrades
simply do not understand how to develop this work, and for
this reason we must lay greater value on the work of the in-
structors. i .

"‘There is still 'much complaint about the shortage of forces
in:our ‘Parties. In ‘many cases this is due to the fact that we
have not known how properly to organise the work and to
distribute it. For instance; the trade union fractions are active,
but the central fraction executive can be heavily overburdened
because it is doing almost everything itself, so that a fraction
fieed do nothing further than ratify the resolutions and Have them
read in meeting by a representative. This is not correct. The
Executive must direct the work, but ‘the fractions must carry it
out. If the tasks of the iractions are carried out in Party offices
away from living contact with the workers, then the fractions
will die and the offices will become bureaucratised. =~ - ,

The task of a better development of our revolutionary acti-
vity among the broad: masses, which I have been emphasising
during almost all my time here, is of course in no way contra-
dictory to.our task of the inner consolidation of our own Party.
On the contrary, it presupposes and urgently demands this con-
solidation. . ; : : :

In Party discussions on the problem of proper Party leader-
ship, we can often observe two sorts of happenings. The Oppo-
situation has the tendency to criticise the existing Party leadership
from the standpoint of formal democracy, and the Party Exe-
cutive in turn stiows the tendency to defend even actual bureau-
cratic mistakes, or prevalent gerins of bureaucraticisnt. But ‘in
case the opposition captures the Party leadership, and the former .
Executive goes, into opposition, they exchange. viewpoints. I
mention only the most, outstanding example, viz., the case of
Ruth Fischer. When Ruth Fischer stood. at the head of the
C. P. G., she really carried on a bureaucratic clique regime and
branded ‘as. opportunist everyone who even mentioned the words
“inner Party democracy”. But immediately she: went into oppo-
sition, on.that very same day she be%an to demand the broadest
possible - inner-Party democracy. This is of course a crass
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example of the rarest sort. Such a thing really happens only once
in- a,.century (laughter). But, in very tiny portions, something
similar can happen also to-day. - G :

" ‘Already in 1921 we said that there is a certain inherited sin
taken over from the old labour movement, a certain relic of
dualism between the ‘active functionaries and the passive mass of
members who only come to meetings and pay their dues and do
other detail Party work. The ‘tendency of this dualism, and
the formal attitude towards Party #asks eommected with it, said
Lenin, is to a certain extent inevitably inherited from the bour-
geois environment. But it is our fask to overcottie as much .as
possible all survivals of this dualism and jormalism, from which
basis the bureaucratic deviation as, well as the formal demo-
cratic deviation can develop. How can we ovércome them? This
synthesis can be reached only by our gathering together in a
close active collaboration of comrades of various nuances, in the
Party Executive as well as in all Party organs. f we not ouly
discuss but also work together ‘daily in the practical execution
of Party tasks, we shall more readily emerge irom difierences of
opinion and free “ourselves ‘from foreign: tefidencies, and the
more easily escape from all unneeessary fractional struggles.

Are there such things as superfluous factional struggles?
¥Yes, such have occurred. I do not say that all factional struggles
have only a negative side; it would be an exaggeration to -Say
such” a thing. "Often the ¢larification of the  Party policy 'has
proceeded along the ‘road of iactional struggle. In some cases
st has even been imipossiblé to make progress in any other way.
This can be the case in such-a situatiofi in’ which: the Party
Executive' has made- very big mistakes, as, é. g.in the autumn
of 1923 in Germany. In this case it was objectively impossible
to' go forward on-a simple ditect road of :development. But it is
absolutely umnecessary ‘that Party :«development always takes place
along a “dialectic” line, through the formation and clash of diffe-
rences. Often, unfortunately too often, some Parties have literally
followed the Hegelian scheme: Against the Party Executive is
formed an antithesis. Thesis and antithesis fight one another, and
finally both come to Moscow, where -a synthesis is established.
It after a while, this new thesis, this egg, be looked at against
the sun, we already see a very tiny germ. of a new antithesis
of which for the time no one knew whether it was capable of
development, whether it was fertile or not. In most cases it was
fertile and then the dialectics began anew.

Comrades, dialectics on the history of capitalist society is
a good thing, and we should exploit it. But it is not wuseful
that the inner development of our Party proceed along this line.
We must do everything possible to help our Parties to develop
along the direct road of development. We must support our
Party Executives in finding the shortest way. We would perhaps
not lay so much weight on this, we would not need to oppose
factional practises so grufily, if we were not surrounded by
enemies who exploit our inner struggles for their own advan-
tage. Our work always suffers from factional fights. The costs
are always charged against us, and they are great. We must do
everything possible to avoid them.

We should in general, by various ways and means, raise
the authority of our Parties and Party Executives. This is neces-
sary to bring the non-Party masses more firmly under the influ-
ence of our Parties.

Our Russian brother Party has recently, in settling the inner
Party struggle and in carrying out various tasks of Socialist
«construction, again given us an example of what a Communist
Party should be. Of course no one would think of demanding
already to-day quite the same Bolshevik capability from the
Parties in capitalist countries; but in this direction, according
to this example, we must try to develop our Parties.

One of the shortcomings of our international work still
remains the inadequate international connection between the
International Executive and the Parties. At all our meetings, we
have discussed this. We must admit that even if this connection
has improved somewhat in many cases, it is as yet by no means
sufficient. I do not say that this is altogether the fault of our
Sections, very often the fault has lain also here in our apparatus.
We have not understood well enough how to organise the work
so as to create this better connection with the Parties. If I
spoke about the duty of self-criticism by our Sections, then this
is just as necessary in the work of our apparatus here in
Moscow.

Another remark. The deficient execution of our international
decisions, as well as of the decisions of Party Congresses and
Party “Executives is a fact that hardly a single comrade will
deriy. ‘How _many excellent theses’ and: resolutions have we
adopted at our World Congresses and at the sessions of the
Enlarged Executive — which were very deficiently carried out!
One should really makeia study of this in order to know exactly
how the: adopted decisions were carried out. This warning is
ior the purpose of getting each section:to proceed more systemni-
tically in. the carryimg-out of international decisions. Perhaps
we should fix the decisions.in-a shorter, more concentrated form.
For the purpose of better execution. it is also necessary to
organise everywhere an adequate ‘comtrol over execution. This
was:-a constantly repeated thought of Lenin, that it is not
enough to make decisions, but that one mmust check up on how
they are carried.out, one must organise the work in such a way
that the carrying out of the .decisions is controlled as automar
tically as.possible. This is necessary fox. our work. As long as
this is lacking, we will not have any systematic execution either.

“"“In the recént past we had important successes, but we also
had defeats. Despite the many shottcomings in our work, our
prospects in‘iggteral are excellent. Only we should learn to do
still better ‘oh “afl fields of revolutionary work. Lenin told us
in #is last spéech i this hall that ‘we must learn, ‘above  all,
to adapt the experiences of the Russian proletariat to the concrete
conditions-of every si dgle“mrt’ri&ry. T aim afraid that if Lefiin wete
alfve fo-day, he would’ criticise us’ rather sharply.“1-believe he
wonld say to tis: You have to study futther the science of revolu-
tionary “work ‘and of revolutionary vs:tru%"gie. But"i§t -iis certain
that he would alsd " ‘recognise -the reésults of our revolutinary
work. e : :

Erstill remember. the little slips of paper upon which Lenin
commuurcated, his instructions of various kinds to thousands of
comrades in the Russian Party, small proposals gnd large pro-
posals, very often extremely urgent instpuctions wpon: wiich he
trequently wrote: This is to be dome in 4wo or three days,
or, this is to be -done to-day, immediately, no other task can
delay .it, and then.af.the end was written: “Report on its exer
cution”! This happened very .often. : Yes, comrades, this is in
practice something very important. Not only the execution is im-
portant, but also the reporting on it. Not the whole control,
but an important part of the control comsists in the regular
reporting on how things are carried out. The reporting should
not be done mechanically, or in a stereotyped form, but from
everyone who has received a task, a report must be required
on how he has carried it out.

1 beg you, comrades, not to take offence at the rather critical
remarks that I have made here. I have considered it my duty
to exerocise this seli-criticism of our practical work. Perhaps I
have been mistaken in various details, but the chief line of
thought is certainly correct. Lenin’s basic instruction on revolu-
tionary mass work, viz., the work to raise the revolutionary level
of the broad masses of workers, and the practical concretisation
of this task for the purpose of overcoming the counter-revolu-
tionary influence of Social Democracy and reformism, I should
like to have, so to say, hammered into every comrade — mnot
only those that are here, but into every Party member, into
every active Party worker. This Leninist instruction should be
accepted here and should be adopted, and not only adopted, but
also carried out; and mot only carried out, but also a control
established over how it was carried out and then reports ren-
dered on this execution the mext time we meet here. (Great Ap-
plause.)

Homage to the Memory of Comrade Krassin

Comrade JILLEK (Chairman):

I must make the sad announcement of the death of Com-
rade Krassin. On this matter Comrade Skrypnik has the floor.

Comrade SKRYPNIK (Soviet Union):

Comrrades, the sad task devolves upon me to inform the
Enlarged Executive of the C.I. of the severe loss sustained by
the Communist Party of the Sowiet Union, and with it by the
entire Communist International. To-day, at 8:40 p. m. after a
severe and protracted illness, there died Leonid Borisovitch
Krassin, member of the Central Committee of the Communist
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Party’ of the Soviet Union, one of the oldest Marxists of our
Party and our country, an old colleague of Lenin in struggle and
in work, former People’s Commissar for Foreign Trade, and
until the time of his_death, Ambassador of the Soviet Union
to Great Britain. o o

At the time of the arising of the Marxist labeur movement
in Russia, in the years:1880—1891, Leonid Borisovitch- Krassin
began -his ‘revolutionary’ activities. At first he worked in various
circles of the Marxist youth and was among the first of those
attive in the raising of the class consciousness of the Leningrad
proletariat. Long' years of underground work passed him' by
umil dfter- the II. Congréss of our Party, when he was co-opted
into the Central Commnrittee, since which time he stood through
long years at the helm of the Party. After the first months of
the split with the Menshiviki, Comrade Krassint joined, as a
méntber of the C.C., the Bureau of the Committee of the Ma-
jority; and in connection’ with the calling of the IH. Congress of
the 'R.S.D.L:P.; and the 1. Congress of the Bolsheviki, he
dewveloped . energetic activity and was elected into the Bolshevik
Central, Commijttee by the III. Congress. He carnied on energetic
actiyity on the field of literature shipment, establishment of under-
ground printing. presses, the distribution of illegal literature, and
in agdition, directed the preparations for the armed wprising in
1905. The, energy. of Comrade Krassin was inexhaustible.. One
after apethar ynderground. printing presses were created. And
the underggound illegal proletarian Bolshevik word — in thou-
sands-and hundreds, of thousands of leaflets, proclamations, mani-
festoss, jpamphlets, and periodicals — spread, over the whole
coumttry, calling for fhe wprising and awakening the class-con-
scousness of the proletariat. During these years mp to 1905,
Comrade Krassin worked at the preparation of the first uprising,
the - first ' revolutionary struggle of the'proletariat in Russia
of that' time. At that time the first foundations of the ‘alliance bet-
ween - workers and peasantry were lafid. Duritig these years,
Corirade Krassin performed a tremenddits work. At the IV. and
V. Congresses Comratle Krassin was elected 'as 'a member of the
Central Comimittee, and he there comtinued his energetic activity.
In the'period of reaction, when ‘the Tsarist persecution forced him
into entigration, Comrade Krassin worked in electric stations in

Germany as one of the most prominent electrical engineers of
our country. Comrade. Krassin was brought back by Tsarism for
work in electrical stations in Russia. Here in Leningrad he con-

| tinued his wark. After the victorious uprising of the proletariat,
when the bourgeoisie. was overthrown and the workers and
peasants took power into their own hands, Comrade Krassin
began most energetip activity in the ranks of our Party, and as
a member of the Extraordinary Commission for the Maintenance
of the Red Army, he devoted his whole energy to the organisa-
tion-of the supply service of our armed forces, by means of which
the proletariat®saved its. revolution.

Later he was appointed People’s Commissar of Transport,
and entrusted with the direction of ome of the most important
commanding heights of our Union, the People’s Commissariat for
Foreign Trade. And when it then became necessary to send to
England an Ambassador who would realise the policy of the
Party, Comrade Krassin was entrusted with this task,

At the XIH. Congress, Comrade Krassin was again elected
as a member ofithe C.€C: of our Communist Party of:the Soviet
Union. At the XIV. Congress the Party repeated this demoa-
stration of iits contidence. :

As one of the oldest Leninists, one of the oldest Marxists,
who through 40 years worked among. the proletarians, who for
long years collaborated with Lenin and carried out his instruc-
tions with tremendous initiative and energy, Comrade Krassin
has idone a great deal for the emancipation of the working.class
ot our country. Comwade Krassin stapds before me as I saw
him during the last 20 years of our joint revelutionary activity.
Sacrifice, energy, initiative, were always features characteristic of
him. In him, the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, and
jointly with it, the whole Communist Intermational, has lost one
of its miost self-sacrificing members. I beg you to honour:his
memory by rising.

(The delegates all rise to their feet and remain Vstanviding
in silence.) . :
The Session was then closed.
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Discussion of the International Situation
- and the Tasks of the Comintern.

Fourth Session.

Moscow, November 24, 1926.

. The Session was opened by the Chairman, Comrade
SEMARD (France), at 0:0 p. m. The first to speak in_the dis-
cussion on the reports of Comrades Bukharin and Kuusinen was

Comrade TREINT (France):

Capitalist stabilisation shaken by the Chinese national re-
volution, the British strike and the Indonesian revolt, has not
yet disappeared. O
~ The world situation should be examined in relation to its
two poles: Moscow and Washington. Bukharin does not suf-
ficiently emphasise the weight of American imperialism.

The objective bases of the grewing rivalry between Europe
and America are: 1) the regime of contributions imposed by
the debt payments, 2) capitalist resistance to American political
and economic control, 3) unprecedented accentuation of com-
petition caused by the fact that the American home market
is ‘approaching the point where it is unable to absorb any more
goods, which compels American industry to flood the world
markets with its commodities.

Capitalist Europe is becoming conscious of its interests as
opposed to the revolutionary forces (the proletariat, the U.S.S. R.
and the Colonial movements) and as opposed to the "United
States. This is manifested in German, French and British big
capitalism by the following' factors: the Rechberg letter, the

Stinnes Plan, Stresemann’s policy, Loucheur and the economic

conference of the League of* Nations,  debt quarrels between
Great Britain and America. Great Britain and America are in
agreement for the return to the %old standard and against naval
disarmament in anticipation :of their future struggles.

Locarno, though brought about in agreement with the
U.S. A, nevertheless has its edge directed against the U.S. A.
In spite of the American Republic (withdrawal of Brazil from
the League of Nations, the Houghton Report, the quarrel over
debts) Germany enters the League of Nations.

A large number of trusts: have been formed or are in process
of formation. This process has a tendency to take place on an
Anglo-European scale. Great Britain postponed her adhesion to
the steel cartel owing to the miners’ strike, the delayed process
of trustification within the cotntry, .and her negotiations with
the Dominjons at the Imperial Conference. )

The Bankers’ manifesto which was valid for Europe but not
for America, signifies the opposite of an Anglo-American bloc.

No-one will deny the development of antagonisms between
the various European imperialist powers, and no-one will deny
the development of antagonism between Furope and America.
But the question is to know which of the two processes is

developing more rapidly and tends to come to the forefront,
subordinating the other. ,

Two perspectives are possible:

Either an approaching revolutionary development in Europe,
in which case there will be a coalition of all the imperialist
states of Europe and America against the revolutionary peril —
or else a retarded revolutionary development, in which case
there will be an Anglo-European alliance against the United
States and against the revolutionary forces which will end in
bringing us nearer to a new imperialist war from which the
r_/orkers will only be able fo save themselves by new revolu-
ions. :

The Social Democrats represent the trend towards an Anglo-
European alliance, a trend. towards peace under the capitalist
regime. In reality they are marching towards reaction, counter-
revolution, war against the U.S.S.R. and the Colonial peoples,
and‘ an_imperialist war between Continent and Continent. The
Soc1§1 tIt)(::(eimocra’tic theory of super-imperialism must be ruthlessly
combatted.

As Trotzky represents Europe as being irremedié.bly divided

in face of colossal America, there is only a choice of two
conclusions: either to march towards super-imperialism under
the American hegemony or else the imminence of forthcoming
revolutions.

Trotzky, rejecting the trend towards super-imperialism is
obliged to draw the conclusion of coming imminent revolutions,
considered as the only possible perspective. The Opposition
which shares Trotzky’s point of view is also led to adopt a
completely erroneous policy: withdrawal from the Anglo-Rus-
sian- Committee, denial of the possibility of constructing So-
cialism in the U.S.S.R.

In reality, America is not yet so strong that she can
prevent theé move towards an Anglo-European alliance. Her
trade balance is fragile. She will export less capital.

The fantastic theory of durable imperialist blocs inside
Europe must be abandoned. It is only a question of temporary
groupings with a view {o negotiating compromises. = Great
Britain is seeking to play a leading role thanks to her financial
supremacy. '

Lenin, in his article of 1915 showed the possibility of a
United States of Europe considered as a reactionary  capitalist
alliance against the United States and against socialism. The
reasons for admitting this possibility have increased and not
diminished since 1915. If Bukharin denies the possibility of an
Anglo-European alliance he changes Lenin’s conclusion without
valid niotive and offers a revision of Leninism on this point.

These are, in short, events which can only be decided upon
as perspectives. S

The danger of an alliance of the Anglo-European imperialist
powers threatens the U.S.S.R. and the Colonial peoples with
new aggression; it threatens the standard of living of the Euro-
pean proletariat and the European and American proletariat
with a new imperialist war. ‘

To underestimate this danger means objectively playing into
the hands of the Social Democrats, who, on the basis of this
policy of imperialist regroupings on an Anglo-European scale,
seek to develop new pacifist illusions. Geneva and the League of
Nations must be ruthlessly denounced and combatted.

The United States of capitalist Europe must be counter-
posed by the alliance of the U.S.S.R. with the Chinese revolu-
tion and the world proletariat as well as the struggle for the
United States of Socialist Europe.

'Comrade PEPPER:

The study of imperialist contradictions is presented here
by Comrade Treint with a gesture of a discoverer. The question
is- an essential one since imperialist contradictions not only
include the question of future wars, but they also determine
in part whether the economic struggles of the proletariat are
to be transformed into political contlicts, or, finally, into revo-
lutionary battles. Despite his pose as an inventor, Comrade
Treint has.no monopoly in the raising of this point. Comrade
Bukharin in his report dealt with the questions of imperialist
contradictions in their fullest depth and extent. The only
difference is that Treint’s thesis is wrong while Bukharin’s thesis
is right. Treint' cites my pamphlet “The United States of
Socialist Europe”. He even headed his article in “Cahier du
Bolchevisme” with a few sentences from my pamphlet. He cites
what I wrote about the first weak signs of a bloc-building
against America. But he forgets to cite the second half of
my analysis, however ,in whieh I establish that: “The antagonism
between America and Europe is growing, which, of course,
contrary o the claims of the prattler Breitscheid, does not
exclude, that the contradictions between the various European
countries are likewise growing”.

Comrade Treint claims that Pepper formulated objective
conclusions . identical with its own. But at the same time he

”
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writes: “In any event onme should not fight a theses just be-
cause it is original”. 1 must state that | have nothing what-
ever to do with Treint’s theses, and I am not fighting it because
it is original, but for the one tiny reason that it in wrong.
Comrade Treint’s thesis can be divided into three parts: 1. he

maintains that the contradictions in Europe are declining and’

that a certain levelling process is going on in Europe; 2. that
at the same time the antagonisms between Anglo-Europe and
America, and, 3. the formation of the United States of capitalist
Europe either against America or the Soviet Union or both,
—are absolutely inevitable.

Within the Communist International there are found many
false theories also in connection with the question of the
relationship of Europe and :America.

The first of these faulty theories was formulated by Com-
rade Trotzky. He maintained that the relationship between
Europe and America would take such a form that European
economy would more and more become a sector of American
economty, that Europe would be put on rations by America.
This theory is false. World hegemony has gone over from
Europe to America economically and in part also politically,
and American predominance . will continue to grow, but the
assumption cof Trotzky that Europe will not resist is wrong,
one-sided, and does not reckon with the imperialist nature of
the European powers.

The second faulty theory about America-Europe was formu-
lated by Comrade Kadek. Beginning with an assumption of a
co-operation between England and America that is not merely
temporary, but permanent and holding good for a whole period,
he has built up the theory of a general coalition of all capitalist
powers. He even sees in this eventuality the only possibility
for a grouping of world powers in the immediate future. it
is of course a tfremendous exaggeration if one overlooks the
most important clash of present-day imperialism, the antagonism
between America and Great Britain.

The third of these faulty theories was hatched out by
Comrade Treint. If Comrade Radek advocates the theory of
“Anglo-American capitalism”, then Comrade Treint formulates
the theory “Anglo-Europe”. For Treint “Anglo-Europe” plays
the role of the Siamese twins. (Interjection by Bukharin: “That
is the famous French two-children system!”).

Comrade Treint is completely blind to the antagonisms
within Europe, which, in his opinion are in process of
vanishing. On September 15th, he wrote in the “Cahier du
Bolchevisme”:

“Differences in the level of conditions have become
weaker in the larger countries of Europe: England, France,
Germany, and Italy. A proof that the internal antagonisms
in Europe are giving way to the antagonism between the
United States and Europe, is the energy and ease with
which the League of Nations has dealt with the Greco-
Bulgarian conflict”.

This is absolutely wrong. Treint maintains that a levelling
process is proceeding in Eurol:)e, (Bukharin interjects:
)

“Especially in France and Italy! that the antagonisms
in Europe are giving place to the antagonism between
America and Europe., And what does Treint play as
his chief trump, as his proof? The fact that the League

of Nations settled the Greco-Bulgarian conflict with energy
and ease. What is the political significance of this claim he
sets up? Nothing less than that the League of Nations is able
— with energy and ease — to settle Europe’s conflicts, in
other words, the possibility of a lasting peace in Europe, a
tranquil wtlra-imperialism in Europe.

In_an article written in ‘October, viz., after Thoiry, Com-
rade Treint even went so far as to deny the possibility of
rival bloc-building by the imperialist powers in Furope, since
the organisation of “Europe as a whole” was commencing.
And this Treint writes after Thoiry, in the face of the fact that
it showed, on the ome hand, the Franco-German bloc, and
on the other, the Anglo-Italian. In the face of the disintegration
of the League of Nations, the disintegration of the so-called
“European unity”, the revival of hostile bloc building inside of
Europe — Treint comes and declares all reality null and void
- in the name of his erroneous theory.

These theories must logically lead to a revision of the
Leninist analysis of imperialism.” These theories of Comrades
Trotsky, Radek and Treint are wrong because, deviating from

the Leninist conception, they seek to isolate abstractly the
struggle of the imperialist: powers for stabilisation, viz., the
universal historic interest of the bourgeoisie, from the concrete
forms of this struggle, i. e. the struggle for stabilisation that
can proceed only in the form of these imperialist powers’
struggles against each other. To claim a levelling process in
capitalist Europe, -as is put forth in the theories of Trotzky,
Radek and Treint, is to contradict the Leninist conception of
the law of the inequality of capitalist development, the concrete
application of crisis and prosperity periods, and, politically,
the fragility of imperialist group-building in the post-war
period, hence, concretely proving the increasing irregularity of
development.

For one cannot deny that the United States of Capitalist
Europe might come into' existence as a “temporary” and re-
actionary structure. But it would be {fundamentally wrong to
reckon with the United States of Capitalist Europe as a per-
manent phenomenon. In a Leninist sense such a coalition of
capitalist powers could only be a “breathing spell between
wars”, and this not only ‘in preparation for wars against
America, but also as a preparation for wars between the
European Powers. i

Treint’s theory is closely related to the allegations made
by Comrades Trotsky and Zinoviev at the XV. Party Coa-
ference, according to ‘which the irregularity in the development
of capitalism diminishes during the regime of finance capital.
Strangely enough, the passage in Lenin’s book on imperialism
which emphasises in the sharpest manner the intensification of
the irregularity, was not referred to' at the XV. Party Con-
ference. I should like to cite this classic sentence:

“Kautsky’s talk about . ultra-imperialism feeds upon a
false idea that brings grist o the mills of the imperialist
apologists, that the rule,of finance capital diminishes the
inequalities and contradictions in world economy. whereas
in reality, it strengthens them. Finance capital and the
Trusts do not mitigate the differences in the tempo of
groiwth in the various sections of world economy, but they
infensify them.” .

It is fundamentally necessary, theoretically, that Stalin and
Bukharin again bring to the foreground the Leninist theory
regarding the law of unequal development. They thereby render
the same service to Leninist theory that Lenin rendered the
revolutionary State theory of Marx; which for a long time
was pushed to the background by the opportunist attitude. The
Zinoviev-Trotsky theory must be combatted because it is
bound up with the Pacifist illusions of the Social Democratic
working masses of 1924 who were then promised the realisation
of pacifism by the Social Democracy then at the helm of
government in a number of European countries. By 1926 the
Social Democracy has sunk so low that it expects the reali-
sation of the “pacifist ideals” from the bourgeoisie itself. The
Social Democracy now substitutes for the Communist ‘Manifesto
of Marx, the Manifesto of the Morgan Bankers.

Comrade HAKEN (Czechoslovakia):

Czecho-Slovakia is a Central-European State so small and
of so little importance for world economy that it can play
no leading role in the present imperialist struggle for power,
it can participate only in the political and economic train
of the great Western powers, particularly the French bour-
geoisie. In the service of the imperialists it can play an im-
portant role only as the tool of their counter-revolutionary and
imperialist designs, for instance against the Soviet Union. For
this reason, and also because of the strength of the Communist
Party, Czecho-Slovakia is not without importance for us.

Soon after the war, Czecho-Slovakia took a most prominent
position in its consolidation endeavours in Central Europe.

The bearer of the consclidation endeavours was the so-
called all national coalition, the Government composed of the
Czech-bourgeois parties and the Czech reformists,

If, under "the pressure of the revolutionary waves, the
coalition at first had even Socialisation in its programme, it
soon dropped these things as the stabilisation and consolidation:
of the bourgeoisie progressed. It no longer needed these de-
clarations and adopted a more and more reactionary orientation,

in which it was consistently supported- by the two reformist
parties.
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It cannot be denied that the stabilisation endeavours achieved
cerfain successes even though they were only partial and
transitory.

The Rasin finance plan led to an improverishment of the
small investors and strengthened bank capital considerably.

The whole stabilisation took place at the expense of the
toiling strata whose standard of living was irightfully reduced.

The insecurity of the Czecho-Slovakian stabilisation already
showed itself this year. The State wrestled continuously with
tremendous financial difficulties. - The -debt payments, the ex-
penditures for militarism, gendarmerie and police meant an
already unbearable burden. ‘

A terific market crisis made itself felt, this signified a
virtual catastrophe in over-industrialised Czecho-Slovakia.

To the coal crisis, which is chronic, the crisis in all
important industries has been added: textiles, glass, wood,

etal, leather, and clothing industries are all fellow sufferers in
this crisis.

The Ghent system of unemployment support, that was intro-
duced upon the proposal of the Social Democrats, is approaching
bankruptcy because of the catastrophal unemployment. The
workers social insurance, which came into effect six months ago,
broke down because the employers refused to meet the assess-
ments levied upon them, and the unemployed or part-time
workers are unable to meet them. By the introduction of agri-
cultural taxes upon country produce the high cost of living is
going up from day to day. - .

Rents are going up and temants’ protective legislation' is
being pushed aside; pensions for war cripples and invalids
are 1o be reduced despite the fact that the war victims in Czecho-
Slovakia are worse cared for than in almost any other country
in Europe. The soldiers’ pay was cut down considerably.

The dismissal of State employees, the cuiting down of
schools and class-rooms, has created unemployment also among
the ranks of the intellectuals. In Czecho-Slovakia alone there
are 4000 unemployed teachers. '~ ' :

The tax burden is fearful. The Government is preparing a
tax reform which, while bringing alleviation to the big industria-
lists, will mean a new burden upon the labouring elements.
The financial position of the municipalities is fearfui and will
be made still worse by the tax reform.

It is obvious that the bourgeoisie will have to exploit
the working class still more in. order to .overcome this crisis
and in order to undertake further atteinpts at stabilisation.

For this purposz, the bourgeoisie and petty-bourgeoisie of
all the nations in Czecho-Slovakia, have formed an alliance and
created a bourgeois governmental majority.

The stabilisation has bankrupted the previous policy of the
Social Reformists. Their leaders knnow no other slogan than
that of the rationalisation- of production. On the question of
rationalisation we hold to .the viewpoint expressed in the
reports of Comrade Bukharin, and the Party has already begun
agitation along this line.

Despite the fact that Czecho-Slovakian industry is of enor-
mous size for so small a country, so far as the "technical
and economic side goes it is not able to. compete with the
industries of America, Germany and France. This inability to
compete is to be remedied now by intensified exploitation of
the workers, by the remittance of taxes to the big industries,
and the shifting of the tax -burdens to the poorer strata of
the population, thereby resulting in increased struggle for
foreign markets. o .

The stabilisation crisis in ‘Czecho-Slovakia has shattered the

faith which the reformist workers formerly had in capitalist
stabilisation, and thus it also becomes a crisis for reformism.
A leftward turn of the workers is' the result. The slogan of
the umited front, and of trade umion wnity, finds support among
the proletarian elements of the reformist parties. That is why
the correct emphasis of ‘these! two stogans and their application
to concrete questions is' of great: importance. -
" This we have actually sttéeeded in doing in a whole
series of actions in Czecho-Slovakia, e. g. in the campaign
against the high cost of living afid the cdmpaign against the
agricultural taxes in the course of which we succeeded in winning
a part of the workers of the' reformist parties for a joint
campaign, despite the prohibition of their leaders.

o It is necessary to develop in every State a disciplined,
ideologically and organisationally Bolshevised Communist
Party that 1s able fo act, a mass Party not only according to
its structure, but also according to its leading role over the
whole working class. The confidence of the masses that is re-
quisite for this can be won omly by a consolidated Party with
a firm leadership. The constantly repeated internal ~crises
and factional splits cannot have an attractive and confidence
breeding effect upon the masses.

The correct application of the united front slogan on con-
crete - questions has brought the Czecho-Slovakian eParty note-
worthy successes, In addition, we have carried on a systematic
activity towards the separating of the peasantry and middle class
from the bourgeois front. The carrying out of the land reform
wihich was not beneficial to the small peasants, the high taxes
ypon the poor strata and on the other hand, the tax exemptions
amd.con.ce'ssmp\s towards the rich agrarians has not only resul-
ted in disillusionment among the rural poor and small peasantry.
but has also led to considerable shifting of land ownership. The
introduction of the agricultural taxes contributed still further to
the strenghtening of the financial position of the big agrarians.

Although we cannot talk of an agrarian crisis in Czecho-
Slovakia, it must be stated that signs of a orisis among the
poorest rural strata are appearing, and they are being further
strengthened by the flight from industry back to agriculture —
since there can be no thought of overcoming the industrial crisis.
This fact coniromts us with the task of carrying on systematic
work among the rural poor and the peasantry.

Comrade Bukharin deplores the insufficient activity of the
C.P.Cz. membership. It must be mentioned here that last year’s
inner Party crisis destroyed neither the unity of the Party nor
its mass character. Immediately after the crisis, the parliamentary
elections were carried out with a tremendous success for the
Party. Except for an isolated attempt at factional work on the
part of Comrade Neurath, the opposition in the C.P.S.U. found
no foothold among wus. The whole Party stood decidedly upon
the -platform of the majonity of ‘the Central Committée of the
C.P.S.U. '

Without a’ recognition of these successes the reproach of
Comrade Bukharin is oui of place. However, we take it as an
encouragement to still more intensive work in the activisation
of our membership. :

Comrade KATAYAMA (the delegates rise to their feet and
applaud): »

. Comrades! We all know that from the contradictions of capi-
talism fthere issued the World War, which, in turn, resulted in

-still deeper conflicts between the workers and peasants on the

one hand, and the capitalists on. the other. This conflict found
expression in the Russian Revolution, While at one time we saw
all Europe being swept by the world . revolutionary movement,
at the present fime mwe must recognise that there is a certain
stabilisation of capitalism.

_ But the movement which started in Russia did not stop at
its boundaries, it swept on towards the Fast. Since capitalism

'started out from the West to the East, these two great forces

clashied against one another, in the Far East.

The Chinese Revolution, as we all know, is a National Revo-
lution. Yet of cotirse the Communist Party of China must co-
operate with the Kuomintang in a united front of all revolutio-
nary forces. To attempt to isolate the Communists from co-
operating with the Kuomintang is a childish idea — we must
help the national revolutionary movement to victory. But the
National Rrvolution there is a very advanced one, because of
the international character of the national problem there.

The situation in China is very complicated. For instance, in
the big towns like Shanghai, Canton, and Hong Kong we have
large armies of .industrial workers, while in other parts of the
country the industrial revolution is only just beginning to be felt.
The Chinese revolutionary movement must therefore organise its
forces along many different lines, it must form merchants’ guilds,
peasant ‘leagues, workers’ trade unions, etc. -

The Chinese Revolution differs in many features from’ the
revolutions of the mpast. It is, first of all, under the immediate
influence of Soviet Russia, and it has become the representative
of all the other revolutionary peoples of the East. It faces a great
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task--as the liberator of the East; it will kindle the spark in
India, in Indonesia, in the Philippines, and many other places
in that part of the world. '

Coming now to conditions in Japan, 1 will say that there
capitalism has become stabilised. Industry, which had faced a
crisis, has recovered. But this stabilisation is only a temporary
phenomenon.

... As regards relations with the Chinese situation, the Japanese
militarists are afraid to help Great Britain in its jmperialist
designs in China because their interests are contrary to those
of the British. Of late the Japanese jpoliticians have been trying
to win the friendship of the Chinese people, but they will never
succeed. in this until they give up the 21 points.

As to the iabour movement in Japan. The Workers and
Peasants Party there wields great intluence; it has more than
two million supporters and today it is controlled by the unions.
A iew weeks ago it arranged a monstre demonstrations in which
more than 400,000 organised peasants took part. Soon the workers
and peasants will be openly co-operating against their oppressors.

Long live the Chinese Revolution!

Long live the revolutionary Chinese movement — the Kuo-
mintang! . )

Long live the Chinese Communist Party!

(Stormy applause.) )

The session was thereupon adjourned.

Fifth Session.

Moscow, November 24, 1926.

The Session was opened by the Chairman, Comrade Roy,

at 10—30 a. m.
Comrade ROY:

We shall continue with the discussion on the reports of Com-
rades Bukharin and Kuusinen, the first speaker will be Comrade
Metcheriakov. ‘

METCHERIAKOYV (U.S.8.R.):

.. Bukharin in his report characterised the period we are pas-
sing through as a period of a certain temporary, unstable, and
relative stabilisation of capitalisn. ‘While, completely in agreement
with this characterisation, I think that Bukharin’s analysis, mainly
dealing with indystry and the class struggle of the proletariat,
should be supplemented by certain conclusions on agriculture and
the peasant movement. :

1. According to the figures of the Agricultural Institute at
Rome the world agricultural production is approaching the pre-
war level. If we take the worid grain production, the world in-
dices for the area sown and the harvests give us 100,7% and
1005% respectively in 1925-26 when compared with 1913. We
see the same phenofmenon in cattle raising. With regard to tech-
mical crops production has surpassed the pre-war level. Hence,
it may be considered that while the process of agricultural resto-
ration on a world scale has not yet finished, it is already about
to be attained. But the process of restoration has been and is
very irregular in the various countries. During the war agri-
culture developed extensively on the other side of the Atlantic
(Canada, U.S. A., Argentine, etc.) at the expense of the agri-
culture of the European belligerent countries. Today the same
swperiority of the above-mentioned -countries may be observed
and the same irregularity in the process of restoration in the
various European countries.

This is-the source of the instability of the present stabilisa-
tion of capitalism in agriculture. In accordanece with the restora-
tion of the areas under cultivation in the European. countries
devastated by the war, and the increase in the crops in these
areas, the quantity of agricuitural products should also increase.
But this quantity of products will be thrown into a market
where consumption has been greatly reduced as a result of the
decreased wages of the workers. The U.S.S. R., which is working
intensively for the restoration of its agriculture, will play a big
role by increasing ifs exports of agricultural produocts. There
should thus be expected in the near future -a new crisis of over-
production in agriculture and a reduction of the prices of agri-
cultural products. The present irregularity of capitalist develop-
ment in agriculture makes this crisis inevitable. Consequently,
in the agrarian sphere the stabilisation of capitalism is relative,
temporary and unstable. - _ »

2. The stabilisation of agricultural production in the period
we are passing through is the stabilisation of capitalist agricul-
tural wroduction. Just as capitalist stabilisation in industry is
brought about at the expense of the proletariat and the peasants,
stahilisation of agrarian capitalism is also effected at the expense
of the toiling peasants and the workers on whom rests the whole
burden of the restoration process, a burden expressed in the
rapid and excessive increase of taxes. These taxes provoke
growing discontent amrong the peasants, who are thus drawn
into ‘the political struggle. ‘

3. In industry we see that the process of stabilisation  is
characterised by rationalisation. We see the same process of

. rationalisation in agriculture (use of tractors and other agri-

cultural machinery). This rationalisation diminishes the work of
agricultural labourers and the semi-farni labourers and causes
great unemployment. Owing to the reduction of emigration
this stream of unemployed finds it very diff-difficult to find refuge
in other countries. The great majority flock to the towns and
increase the number of uneniployed, ‘thereby greatly contributing
to the reduction of wages.

4. The present stabilisation of agriculture is a stabilisation
ol capitalist agriculture under the degis of finance capital. Mono-
polist finance capital holds increasing sway over present day
agriculture. The monopoly of various syndicates and trusts plays
a tremendous rtole in establishing low prices on agricultural
products and high prices on industrial products. This policy of
the trusts and syndicates is one of the most effective means of
shelving all the expense of the process of restoration into the
back of the peasants.

On the other hand finance capital enslaves the peasants
through its bank credits. -

The role of agricultural co-operation is of interest when
examining the process of subjection of the peasants by the banks.
Agrioultural co-operation takes upon itself to collect the farmers’
agrioultural produce into one centre; it standardises their. pro-
duce; it enables the farmers to reduce the cost of production.
This enables finance capita], through the trusts, syndicates and
banks, to intensify its exploitation and pocket everything the
farmer has been able to economise with the aid of co-operation.
Agrioultural co-operation,” from 'a weapon of struggle against
capitalist exploitation, becomes a weanon of finance capital.

Many Canadian- co-operatives at a certain stage in -their
development transformed themselves directly into capitalist enter-
prises by issuing shares. In the U.S.S.R. agricultural co-opera-
tion embraces isolated peasant farms in the system of socialist
economy and is a weapon of sceialist construction, and in the
same manner also in capitdlist countries agricultural co-opera-
tion incorporates isolated peasant farms into the capitalist econo-
mic system. It becomes an important weapon enabling finance
capital to embnace agriculture, subordinate it and exploit the
farmers atrociously. :

5. The historic period we are passing through is characteri-
sed by an intensified introduction of capitalism in the
colonies. This penetration of capitalism, for the time being,
is mainly effected by extracting from the colonies the raw mate-
rial necessary for industry (rubber, oil. coffee, cocoa, tobacco,
etc.). The cultivation of these products is undertaken at the ex-
mense of the cultivation of tice and other products of peasant
consumption. In place of the old- self-sudficing or, semi-self-suf-
ficing peasant farms we see: the creation of capitalist plantations
with wage earners. Hence the elimination of the old agriculture
and the old forms and relations. A this ruins the peasants in
the colonies, smashes the old custéms and living standards and
evokes a growth of the revolutionary spirit amongst them. This
constitutes one of the principal causes. of the revolutionary pea-
sants’ movement in the -colonies (Indonesia) and the Eastern
countries (Egypt, Morocco, etc.) as also the development of the
peasant movement in the countries of Latin America.

" Thus, the stabilisation of capitalism in general, and the stabi-
lisation of agrarian capitalisms in ‘particular, which we now ob-
serve, signifies the intensification of the offensive against the
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peasants and increased ruin of the peasants by finance capital.
The latter is to-day the main enemy of the peasants. The big
landed proprietors are becoming the agents of bank capital. The
more the process of capitalist stabilisation develops arid capita-
lism jpenetrates into the agrarian countries and the colonies, the
more will bapk capital show itself to be the main enemy of the
peasants, and” the community of interests of the proletariat an®
the peasantry will grow all the more in the struggle against
their common enemy. Furthermore, the discontent of the peasantry
will still more increase and become transformed into a series of
revolutionary movements.

The tremendous importance of the work of Communists in
the:peasant movement is clearly demonstrated by these facts.

Comrade DUBROVSKY (U. S. 8. R):

I shall deal with questions of agriculture and the peasantry,
just asComrade Meschtscheriakov has done. In order to be able to
understand the present day “stabilisation of capitalism” one must
be dlear as 1o its effect upon the peasaniry and .agriculture.

First of all two questions must be answered here. The first
question involves the extent to which “capitalist stabilisation”
has tecome a lasting phenomenon on the field of agriculture.
The second question concerns the eflect of capitalist stabilisation
upon the class-struggle .in the village i.e., whether this is inten-
sified. or ameliorated by stabilisation.

The first of these questions has already been answered by
Comrade Meschtscheriakov. If we consider the chiet indices on
the field of agriculture and of indusiry we will see that on a
world scale (I emphasise this specially) the approach to
the. pre-war standard is practically the same on both fields. In
1923 the restoration process of agriculture was furcher advanced
than in industry, hence a definite over-production made itself
fet in agriculture, and an -under-production in industry.
The so-called “scissors” of 1923—24 was a consequence of this.
In 1924—26 the re-establishment of industry took on a moie
rapid tempo so that in 1926 industry as well as agriculture on
a world scale had practically reached the pre-war standard. This
is the basis of a certain capitalist stabilisation on the field of
agriculture. .

" Omn a world scale preduction has already been so far re-
established as to liquidate the wnder-production crisis, and with
it also the high prices. Yet the expansion of agricultural pro-
duction, especially in ccmparison to industry, has not yet gone so
far as to- permit of an over-production crisis at this time. The
cver-production of grain in the overseas exporting countries is
balanced by an under-production in the European countries.

Orie result of this transitory, relative and extremely unstable
balance is a reduction of the scissors on a world scale. The un-
evenness of productive development has led to an umevenness in
price movement, and even to a “scissors” in the overseas coun-
tries, :and in Europe to the liquidation of the ‘scissors” in the
direction of highar agricultural prices in comparison to industrial
prices. To the extent, however, that the cultivated land increases
in the European countries involved in the war, and that the pro-
duction of the overseas ccuntries mounts, a new agrarian crisis in
entirely possible.

I shall not devote much time to the question as to the extfent
to which the present “capitalist stabilisation” of world economy
proceeds mot only at the expense of the masses of workers, but
also at the expense of the peasantry. Comrade Meschtscheriakov
has already spoken fully enough on this.

Now as to the second -question, whether stabilisation shar-
pens the class struggle, or on the contrary, ameliorates it. Imorder
to be able to correctly answer this question, we must first of all
be clear as to the general course of capitalist development in
agriculture and the influence of .capitalistic advances upon the
-class .struggle in the village. A study of the history of the
peasant movement shows us that it breaks out always at the tur-
ning points in the economic development of the countryside, and
this at a time when one ecomomic form is replaced by another.
Thus, “ for example, the great peasant wurprisings, the peasant
revolution, took place during the transition from feudalism to
capitalism, from serfdom to firee labour. But even far less signi-
ficant economic transformation often result in peasant uprisings,
even if only a partial dislocation within an economic system takes
place. Since the replacement of an'economic systeni by anather was
determined by the development of capitalism (trading, industrial

and finally finance capitalism), the old social relationships changed
in direct ratio to the rapidity of capitalist developments. From
this follows the revolutionising sigmificance of the period of
economic advance for the peasantry in countries that constitute
part of the ocapitalist system. :

In this is found the explanation of the fact that the greatest
revclutionary peasant wprisings break out after periods of eco-
nomic advance. It is sufficient to point out that the first big
Chinese peasant wrprising took place at the beginning of the
20th century immediately after the first great advance of foreign
caipit‘al upcn China, and consequently also upon the Chinese
village. The first Russian peasant revolution of 1905—07 .also
took place at a time of stormy capitalist development, after the
transformation of Russiau industry (end of the 19th century).
The same may be said also concerning the second Russian re-
volution, the October Revolution. The peasant uprising of 1917
broke out on the heels of the second stage of the development
of Russian capitalism, after the stormy development period of
finance capital, alter its extensive peneiration into the field of
agriculture (as a result of the so-called Stolypin reform). The
revolutioniary -effect of capitalistic advance can also be observed
in examples from present-day revolutionary movements. It is by
no means an accident that the most recent peasant uprising in
Japan took place after the war, when capitalism had embarked
upon ‘an extraordinarily rapid tempo of development. In India,
the peasant movement likewise begins in those sections of the
country in which ocapitalism has made the greatest progress.
The same can be said also about the peasant movement in
Indonesia.

We must make an end to the one-sided conception of the
development of capitalist relations in agriculture as one of the
factors that depress the revolutionary spirit of the peasantry.
In this the process of capitalist development is generally con-
fused with its finai result.

In fact, had capitalisin developed to its logical conclusion
on the countryside, had the peasantry split into two classes —
bourgeoisie and proletariat — ithen this would actually have
meant the end of the peasant revolution and the beginning of
the proletarian revolution in the real sense of the word. However,
as Lenin specially emphasises, along the road of this capitalist
development there is a whole series of peasant uprisings and
peasant revolutions. .

Upon this very lack of comprehension of the revolutioni-
sing significance of capitalistic development rests the social-
democratic underestimation of the peasantry, rests the social-
democratic misunderstanding of their revolutionary role.

From the standpoint of the conditions for the development
of the revolutionary peasant movement, countries may be divided
into the following main groups: 1) Colonial and semi-colonial
countries containing relics of serfdom and feudalism; 2) agrarian
countries containing relics of serfdom; 3) industrial countries
with developed capitalism, where semi-feudal conditions have
already been liquidated, or else where serfdom never existed.

The foregoing statements concerning the overthrow of the
semi-feudal and  semi-serf relationships by capitalism ‘are fully
applicable to the first group of countries — Japan, Korea, China,
Indonesia, India, African countries, parts of South America, etc.
The same is true of all that we have said concerning the rise
in rentals determined by the gradual transition to capitalist eco-
nomy, etc. according to the local conditions in each of the various
countries.

Thus for examipple, in Japan and China, we see a quite cou-
siderable change in rental relationships — and as a result the
“lease question” is one of the chief problems of rural Japan.
It is likewise by no means an accident that the principal peasant
demands are directed against the constantly augmenting -lease
terms.

In all these couniries we see a powerful development of
planned economy which is constantly taking on more capitalistic
forms, and which leads to the expropriation of the peasanis’
land under all sorts of forms and pretexts. Capitalism uproots.
completely the existing land tenure, e. g. the peasant communes as
a form of land use. The Developnient of ecapitalist relatigns
sharpens most extremely the struggle against the various kinds
of payments in kind, labour dues, etc, which is especially
characteristic of the revolutionary struggle in Indomnesia.

I sha]l spend no more time on the features of the situation
of the colonial and semi-colonial countries. For us the conclu-
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sions are unshakable that the imore rapidly capitalism develops
there, (and this in iits most contradictory form, as capitalism
in its last stage of development), the more sharp becomes
also the class struggle on the countryside. “Stabilisation” in
these countries by no means postpones the peasant revolution
into the distant future, but on the comtrary it brings them
nearer to ms. There can be no doubt that a period of big
peasant revolutions s beginning in the East. . The wvanguard
of this movement is formed by the Chinese peasantry.

Now a few words about the situation in the agrarian
countries containing survivals of serfdom. Here the following
countries may be considered as typical: the Baltic countries,
Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, Yugo-Slavia, Austria, Hungary,
Roumania, etc.

The Balkan countries. The ruling class in most countries
was forced, under the influence of the October Revolution and
the revolts in a number of other countries. to make a beginning
with the so-called agrarian reforms. In the whole of Central
Furope, from Scandinavia to the Balkan Peninsula, from Fin-
land down to Greece, agrarian reforms were undertaken in
one form or another, viz., in the Baltic countries, in Poland, in
Czecho-Stovakia, Awustria, Hungary, Roumania, and in the
Balkans, a total of 14 countries.

In order to wunderstand whether the possibility of new
peasant revolutions confronts these countries, this central question
must be answered: Whether by means of these reiorms the
weightiest contradictions on the countryside are solved, whether
the old order which is half-way founded on seridom is liqui-
dated, whether the tasks of the democratic revolution have been
removed from the agenda by it.

As Comrade Bukharin has stated in his report, the weightiest
contradictions on the countryside are by no means solved through
the agrarian reforms. '

The process of carrying out the reforms sharpens the class
struggle because, basically, it travels 'the road of the transition
from isemi-feudal economy to capitalism upon the way most
painful to the peasantry, because it overturns the present status
of agriculture and the existing land tenure, primarily in the
interests of the big peasants and of the new agricultural bour-
geoisie. ‘Even though the poor peasants and the agricultural
Iabourers receive a portion of the soil, the differentiation of the
peasantry increases, etc. The inability of the bourgeoisie to
carry - out purely bourgeois peasant reforms ito their logical
conclusion — still more,. its endeavours to pull them back, to
sahotage, to hinder their actual execution — all this leads
inevitably to a revolutionisation of the peasant masses. The
agrarian reforms are only a means of adapting the serf relations
to capitalism, they only ameliorate, but do not liquidate them.
The weightiest contradictions on the countryside are not solved,
the task of liquidating the feudal survivals in a revolutionary
manner remains in full force. These survivals can be completely
liquidated only by the victorious peasant revolution under the
leadership of the proletariat.

Now a few remarks about the capitalist countries, Comrade
Metscheriakov has pointed out that the development of  capi-
falism itself in the capitalist countries sigmifies an offensive
againgt the peasantry. It signifies the <~tension of finance capital
to agriculture with the aid of a ramified credit system, with the
aid of the cooperatives. Momopoly capital seizes possession
not only of the market sales but also of the purchases of
agriculture, and this to the disadvantage of the peasantry.
Furthermore, capitalist development in agriculture means a
growing differention in the peasantry, worsening of the compe-
titive position of the small farm in comparison to the big farm.
We miust not forget that in the small farm’s struggle against
the big farm, the former loses out, we must not fall into an
evolutionist standpoint on this question of large and small
enterprises and on the question of the differentiation under
capitalist conditions.

In all countries having -a developed capitalism, “stabili-
sation” proceeds — just as in other countries — not omly at
the expense of the broad masses of the peasantry. The direct
as well as indirect taxes have of late gone up very conmsiderably.
The burden of the ever increasing militarism must also be
borne by the peasantry.

‘We might mention the radicalisation of the German peasantry,
the mounting oppositional mood of the American farmers, etc.
as examples for the rising dissatisfaction of the peasants oun
the basis of the development of finance capital.

This all implies .2 negative reply to the questions raisad
in the beginning. By ‘“capitalist stabilisation”, the class struggle
in the rural districts by no means becomes milder, but on
the contrary it is intensified, the peasant revolutions are not
postponed, but on the contrary, are brought nearer.

The role of “capitalist stabilisation” is also to Be emphasised
in the formation of a workers’ and peasants’ bloc.

To the extent that the proletariat and the peasantry find
themseives within the frame of a single economic system, and
are simultaneously influenced by capitalist development even
though in varying forms, the premises are thereby given for
a more or less simultaneous activity, The history of the demo-

. cratic revolutions, beginning ifrom the great Fremch Revolution,

the Russian revolutions of 1905 and 1917, dear to the present
movement in the East, shows us as a rule a simultaneous
activity of town and country, even though with a certain
tardiness and backwardness of the latter.

Prior to the Russian Revolution one spoke only of two
paths of rural development: of the Prussian and of the
American, as Comrade Lenin defined them. This applies fully
to capitalist relations. H peasant uprisings coincide in point of
time with the workers’ revolution, with a socialist revolution
in the towns, then these peasant revolutions become a premise
for a new nom-capitalist path of development. The U. S. S. R.
gives us an example of this. Therelore, in addition to the
Prussian and the American paths of development, there is still
another, a third, a Russian.

In conclusion I showuld like to note that ome must not con-

ceive of the revolutionisation of the peasantry fatalistically, one
must not think that it will revolutionise itself of its own
accord. 1 should like to emphasise especially ithe extraordinarily
great role which is played by a correct direction of the peasantry
and the peasant mowement. .

The question of leading the peasant movement - gradually
becomes the central question of the whole revolutionary move-
‘ment and of the tactics of the revolutionary Communist Parties.

The question of leadership was solved by Lenin in his
teachings on the hegemony of the proletariat ana the revolution.

The hegemony of the proletariat in the present situation
means the direction, the leading of the peasantry. Quite aside
from the advanced countries with a numerous proletariat and
a sustaining peasantry, where proletarian hegemsony is quite
a matter of course, we shall find that even in those countries
in which there is practically no proletariat, or in which it is
numerically weak, every revolutionary movement of the oppressed
masses, above all of the peasant masses, will inevitably be
drawn into the general international struggle — into that
international struggle in which, under the -conditions of imperi-
alism and a mnascent socialist revolution, the hegemony falls
unchallengeably to the proletariat. ! » -

In this the proletarian thegemony presupposes an active
policy on the part of the Communist Parties, their vigorous
work on the countryside, their energetic struggle for the drawing
in of the peasantry.

Only under these preconditions will a really powerful and
firm workers’ and peasants’ alliance come into being, which
will guarantee the victory of the revolution not onmly in single
countries, but in the final end, the victory of the world revolution.

Comrade GALLACHER (Great Britain):

Comrades, my first word is with Comrade Kuusinen. After
his speech I was approached by comrades who asked me why,
we refused to publish the telegram that was sent across to our
Party Conference, or why we published the telegram and left
out the last sentence. When the telegram arrived it was in the
midst of our Party Conference and without hesitation, without

thought of any kind, we immediately read the telegram at the-

Party Conference and then handed it over to be published in
the next issue of the “Workers’” Weekly”. You will realise that
at such a time as we were going through — with all our work
and with our heavy Party Conference — our editorial stafi
was seriously over-worked. Our reporters at the Conference
prepared a summary of the speeches and of the letters and tele-
grams that were read. That summary appeared in the issue of
the “Workers’ Weekly” following the Conference. The following
week the telegram appeared as it was sent from the Communist
International. There never was any suggestion, any thought, any
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attempt of any kind to publish part of the telegram. The telegram
was published in full by the Party and the telegram was read

: at the Conference. .

TRVRRTWE FL0T T ITs

Now as to the report. I want to confine my. attention to the
question of rationalisation. It is an exceptionally important

' question, and one that all of us have got to face in our

respective "countries. It is ong that we have come up against
very sharply in Britain. Over in Britain there has been serious
trouble in the mining industry for many years. The mineowners
come out and tell the miners that it is ‘utterly impossible for
the mines to pay decent wages. They engaged experts to show
this. Brought up against such a situation we have to show
to the miners that the mines could pay a decent wage, but in
order to do so the mining industry had to be rationalised.
We have carried on a campaign in favour of rationalisation of
the mines; we have continually kept that question before the
miners. Now we find the Government Commission drawing up
a report in favour of .a rationalisation that will give all the
advantages, economic and political, to the capitalist class and
all the economic and political, disadvantages to the working
class. This is something that we cannot permit. We have got
to face that situation. We do not sfand in the way of rationa-
lisation — we recognise its necessity but we are not prepared
to accept rationalisation at the expense of the workers. There-
fore, we say: as against the rationalisation of the government
commission we stand for a rationalisation of the mining industry
that must include, from our point of view, the elimmmation of
the royalty owners, the elimination of the profit-mongers, elimi-
nation of the private control of the mines. :

Right here we are face to face not with a hypothetical
question, not something we have to face in the future, but
something that we have before us right now. You have two
opposing proposals for rationalisation. It is very important that
all of us are clear on that. . o

Some years ago in the early days of the war, in the Clyde
district we were faced with a situation where the government
wished to introduce rationalisation. It was in the form of

~dilution of labour, the introduction of women and unskilled or

semi-skilled labour. Now we were not against dilution on
principle, we had already foreseen and recognised it as an
essential and inevitable process of development of capitalism. But
nevertheless we refused to accept dilution and we used .all our
rower to fight the government on this question. Why? Not
because we were against the principle, but because the method
of rationalisation at that time, as at the present time, was to
place all the economic and political advantages: upon the emplo-
ying class and all the disadvantages upon the working class.
And we took up the very firm 'stand that we would only allow
the process to operate if the economic and political advantages
came to'the working class instead of to the employing class.
Our proposition now, like our proposition in 1915 was — we
are ‘prepared- to' stand out of the way of this process of ratio-
nalisation if the industries are taken out of the hands of the
employers, and the workers are given control of production.

Rationalisation will be forced on us in certain industries,
in certain countries. Why? Because we are not 'strong enough
to combat the employers. Why are we not strong enough?
Because we have not carried on sufficient work in the trade
unions. Therefore we come back to the elementary question for
the Communist International, — how are we to get control of
the trade unions, how are we to get down to this job?

We must develop the unions. We must get such a well
organised mass movement of the workers as will enable us
to combat the form of capitalist: rationalisation. But while we
are at it this rationalisation goes om. The capitalists are strong
enough in many industries to force rationalisation, and so we
must fight against the consequeneces of rationalisation which
bring disadvantages to thie workers. :

Now, the fight against the consequences does not only apply
to the unemployed. It applies also to the workers. We musi not
take rationalisation as one thing -and the working class as
something else — the working class is a part of the processes
of rationalisation, Rationalisation may apply to technique, or it
might apply to the question of reducing the workers’ standard,
increasing working hours, or in many ways intensifying the
explotation of the workers. o _

.- This has to be recognised — that capitalism develops along
the line of multiplying contradictions. At the present time the

contradictions are growing thick and fast and this rationalisation
is one of the most dangerous for capitalism; it is driving capita-
lism towards further concentration and at the same time towards
bankruptcy. Out of all this effort to combat capitalist rationali-
sation, out of all the evil consequences that arise from rationali-
sation, comes an opportunity to press forward. Our task is to
gather the masses of the workers for the complete overthrow of
the capitalist class. Rationalisatign is forcing the widening of the
gulf beween the classes and is/going to give the revolutionary
parties in each of the countries the greatest possible opportunity,
and 1 hope that our Parties will take full advantage of it.

Comrade DOMBAL (Poland):

Undoubtedly the most important and weightiest phenomenon
on the field of the present revolutionary movement is the peasant
movement in the colonial and semi-colonial® countries. As
Comrade Bukharin specially emphasised in his reports, we are
at present experiencing the beginning of real peasant revolu-
tions, the beginning of an actual civil war in these countries.

In the modern revolutionary movement in the Orient two
essential stages, and two essential features of the revolutionary
movement must be distinguished from one another; first, the
struggle for national liberation against modern imperiakism, and
setondly — the struggle for the emancipation of the peasantry
from the local feudalism. .

The latter is substantiated, e. g., by the course of fhe revolu-
tionary struggle in China. :

We also observe the peasants’ struggle against local feuda-
lism in a whole series of other countries, e. g., in Japan, where
an extremely powesful movement of tenants is developing, in
Korea, where the struggle against large land holdings, against
the high rents and colonisation policy of the Japanese govern-
ment is being carried on.

‘We have an extension. of the peasant movement also in
India, where peasant uprisings break out from time to time in
various districts. - : o

Finally, the greatest among the peasant movements is in
Indonesia. Here it is directed against foreign imperialism as well
as against.the despotism of the native feudal powers.

That we are actually entered upon a phase of peasant mass
revolutions in the colonial and semi-colonial countries is shown
also by the fact that aside from.the countries already mentioned
a movement is already beginning.in such countries as Algiers,
Tunis, Morocco, Egypt, Asia-Minor, and especially -in Persia.-

A weighty fact in the field of the modern revolutionary mo-
vement consists also in the beginning of peasant uprisings in
so-called Latin America. S

All this shows that in certain colonial, and semi-colonial
countries we alreagdy have an actual revolutionary. situation and
the beginning of civil wars, in other countries a suificiently rapid
ripening of the revolutionary movement that under favourable
conditions may evolve into mass revolutions.

Let us now pass to a consideration of the peasant movement
in agrarian countries containing feudal survivals. -Of these the
most important at this time are the countries of Central Europe,
such as  Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, Roumania, Bulgaria, Yugo-
Slavia, Greece, etc. . . : : :

‘It must be stated that in practically all of the countries
enumerated, among which the Baltic states also should be in-
cluded, there was, during the post-war years, a revolutionary
peasant. mass niovement as an immediate result of the post-war
movements in Furope and particularly of the Russian QOctober
Revolution. The bourgeoisie and the big landowners were able
to choke off the peasant movement, more than that, the bour-
géoisie and the big landowners tried by means of reform from
the top partially to liquidate the semi-feudal land tenure, and to
build up the nucleus of a reactionary wealthy peasantry from
among the rural bourgeoisie as well as from the wastefully
landed officials, .officers, etc. , ‘

After the temporarv post-revolutionary decline, and after
the disorganisation of the peasant movement we now have a
certain  consolidation of the revolutionary peasant movement,
a growth of the revolutionary mood of the peasantry, The bous-
geosie has not been able to carry through its agrarian reforms
in any country. .The semi-feudal order is far from obliterated.
The big landowners, in alliance with finance capital, have gone
over to the attack and are taking back the agrarian reforms.
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Simultaneously there is a growth of the differentiation of the
peasantry, partly under the influence of the agrarian reforms and
partly due to general capitalist conditions, and the position of
the great masses of peasants, the petty bourgeois and middle
bourgeois_sections, is becoming worse. This also furnishes the
premises for the Leftward swing of the peasant masses and the
growth of revolutionary activity among the peasantry.

. Among the causes of the latter, national oppression must
be added. An example of this sort of oppression is given in the
serious situation in the Polish border states, in Carpatho-Russia,

in Slovakia, and especially in the national territories of the
Balkan states.

 The revolutionary peasant movemexrt in the agrarian coun-
tries follows the line of direct action to a much less degree
than - in the colonial and semi-colonial countries, although this
line retains its importance. For instance we have a quite strong
partisan movement in Western White Russia, in Western
Ukr_ame, in Carpatho-Russia, in Bessarabia and the Balkan
Peninsula, in Macedonia and in other districts.

Under present conditions the peasant organisations and
peasant political parties in these countries attain much greater
significance. The toiling peasantry is gradually beginning to
free -itself from bourgeois-junker ‘and big agrarian leadership,
afid in the peasant organisations Left groups, centrist and Righ-
tists are forming.

The growing struggle ol the peasantry against fascism
must be emphasised particularly. Emerging from the period of
post-war decline and relative stagnation the peasant movement
in recent years has again entered upon a phase of vitality along
the line of economic as well as of political struggle.

There are a number of quite big changes in the peasant
movement in" the industrial countries. In this respect Germany
is a good example. We have here, in connection with the general
attack of capitalism, a gradual crowding out of the middle pea-
santry and-a serious worsening of the situation of the small
peasantry, especially in the Southern districts of Germany, in the
garden and vineyard districts. Here the Left peasant movement
is beginning to consolidate on the basis of the struggle against
the high taxes and excises.

In France the beginning of the deflation policy, has unque-
stionably called forth an intensified differentiation among the
peasantry. ' ’

.« Considerable changes are taking place ‘at present also in
the overseas countries, political activity and. Leftward orien-
tation is noticeable among the farmers of the United States of
Ame;ica and of Canada (Coolidge’s defeat in the recent elec-
tions). :

As a general phenomenon of the revolutionary peasant mo-
vement, all the way from the colonial and semi-colonial coun-
tries to ‘the highly-developed industrial lands, it must be esta-
blished that in practically every capitalist country a more or
less rapid dissolution process of the middle-peasantry is notice-
able. The temporary stabilisation of capitalism ruins the middle
peasant,  drags him more and more down to the condition of
the small peasant. We must make all efforts to draw this strata,
or a part of it, into active struggle. ,

The growth of the peasant movement raises the question of
ils leadership very sharply, and the question of how to switch
it into the channels of the general revolutionary struggle led by
the proletariat. . :

The leftward swing of the peasantry forces the bourgeoisie
-to greater and .greater efforts to maintain its influence upon the
peasant masses, For this purpose it applies the most varied
forms and methods of ideological influence.

The foundation of the Junker-big-peasant-black-green Inter-
national this year in the Rome Agricultural Institute, the parti-
cipation of the big-peasant Green International of the Internatio-
nal Agrarian Bureau in Prague in its formation, the agrarian
orientation of the II International and of its various Sections,
the agrarian programmes of Lloyd George and others, all this
proves that the fight for the peasantry is even assuming organi-
sational forms international in scope. (

1t must be emphasjséd here ‘that the Black-Green Internatio-
nal is closely tied up.with the League of Nations through the
Rome Agricultural Institute, that it is the instrument of the
League and .thereby the agent of finance capital for the enslave-
ment of the toiling peasantry.

Another extremely important phenomena of recent time is
the agrarian orientation of the Social Democracy, which was
called forth by the necessity of stiffening their position which
had grown shaky in the towns, in order to be able to continue
their role of agents to the bourgeoisie. But it would be a mistake
to assume that the Social Democracy is able to give up its hosti-
iity with regard to the peasantry. Proof of this is found in a
speech by one of the leaders of German Social Democratic acti-
vity among the peasants, Georg Schmidt.

The inability of Menshevism to take a correct position on
the peasant question is also to be seen from the proposal of the
German Social Democratic Labour Party (Czecho-Slovakia) at
the Marseilles Congress.

This proves not only the necessity of waging a struggle

against the bourgeoisie and their agent allies in order to win
the peasantry as allies of the proletarian revolution, but it also
shows the objective possibilites of success, if only the Communist
Parties understand how to approach the work among the peasant
masses. _
The Bolshevisation of the Communist Parties and the assi-
milation of Leninism means primarily the assimilation of Lenin’s
teachings on the alliance of the working class with the peasantry,
and on the hegemony. of the proletariat in the leadership of the
peasant movement.

This leadership requires first of all, the working out of pro-
gramme demands and slogans that are fundamental for the pea-
sant movements at the given level of their development. The pea-
santry can be led only if they are given correct and exact slo-
gans that are adapted to the degree of development of the pea-
sant movement.

The Communist Parties are confronted with the extremely
complicated task of working in the non-Party peasant organi-
sations. Everything that Comrade Kuusinen said with regard to
activity of the Communists in the mass organisations must also
be applied to activity ameng the peasant masses, subject of
course to adaptation to peasant conditions.

The International revolutionary peasani movement is gro-
wing and extending. Only with correct leadership on the part
of the working class and its vanguard, the Communist Party,
can we assure the victory not onlv of the peasant revolutionary
struggle but also of the world proletarian revolution, the vic-
tory that is impossible without a firm and close alliance between
the working class and the peasantry.

Comrade BOSHKOVITCH (Chairman):

The following proposal for a change in the agenda has been
submitted:

In view of. the fact that the documentary material on the
report of Comrade Stalin on the question of the C. P. S. U. could
not yet be furnished to the delegates, theé Presidium has decided
to change the agenda so that the second point (report by Com-
rade Stalin on the questions of the C. P.U.) shall come up as the
sixth point, :

Also, the British question, on the request of the British com-
rades, is to be dealt with in the Plenum only after the discussion
in the British Commission.

Hence, the Chinése question is to be taken up as the second
point on the agenda.

(The proposal is adopted unanimously.)

Comrade SMITH (Great Britain):

Comrade Kuusinen in his report referred to a very serious
problem facing a mumber of Parties in our International at the
present ‘time — the problem of the relative isolation of the
Parties. In spite of the fact that many of them have tens of thou-
sands of members, the process of emerging from that isolation is
more difficult than we should like it to be. This is a situation
which we, the British Party, have been experiencing very
acutely, and for that reason the British Delegation thinks it worth
while to acquaint the comrades of the brother parties with some
of the methods we adopted in order to cope with that situation.

The workers come to our meetings, support us, do our work,
but will not join the Party. Why is this? The root reason for
delay was of course the particular phase of historical develop-

" ment we were passing through, but we could not be satisfied

Py
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merely with that explanation. Again, doubtless in Great Britain
and in a number of other countries one of the most powertul
factors we have to face in our united front tactics in approaching
the masses — is the influence of reformist leaders, who have
control of the trade union and official labour machinery. They
turn the whole force of that machinery against our Party, at-
tacking us as disrupters, as attempting to break away from the
official movement, and thereby frightening the workers away
from the Party when they begin to sympathise with its aims.

But even that would be cold comfort, — to sit down and
say that it is not merely a general historical situation, but the
particular expression of it — the influence of the reformist
leadership in the labour movement.

The Parties of the International themselves have not done
everything possible to insure that the whole Party, individually
as ‘'well as collectively, has gone to the workers to explain to
them the value of the Party. That process involves a number of
political changes in our methods and it involves a number of
organisational changes in our methods such as we reported to
the last Plenum. .

[ want to add something about some of the latest steps our
Party has taken, and which may prove oi value to other Parties.
We had, for example, in one wery important district of the Party,
a district committee of extremely loyal, energetic active Party
workers, — yet the Party membership remained isolated from the
trade union movement.” We found, on investigation, that in a
district committee of ten members, we had not a single active
member of a.trade union. We adopted extreme measures, we
insisted upon six additional members — two from each of the
principal industries, and in the case of the mining members, in
view of the fact that we had influence over something lke 300
miners, ‘we actually waived the principle that a man must have
some standing in the Party to be a member of such a respon-
sible body as the district committee. .

The reason why I mention this is that we camp up against
resistance on grounds of principle from a number of devoted
comrades who said that these people are not Bolsheviks, they
know nothing about Communism, they have not been long in the
Party — since when has it been a qualification for members of
guiding committees that they must be trade union officials, etc.?
But this situation which we are passing through, which. other
parties are also passing through, makes it imperative that we
should exercise a little elasticity and that we should be prepared
to make concessions of that kind.

Another striking example is that our Central Committee,
after the last Party Conference, took this decision: that five
members of our Cemtral Committee, including three leading
members of our political bureau, should be sent back to the
factories immediately; to bring into the Party work in the trade
union movement not merely the general Party prestige, but their
personal prestige as leading representatives of the Party. Of
oourse, that is going to have a very big effect in our trade union
work — at least we hope so.

At our last Party Congress we increased the size of our
Central Committee. Out of six — four were leading trade union
officials. The object of this method, I want to stress again, is to
make clear that the Party means business when it goes into
trade union work. This seems a little drastic, and involves con-
siderable readjustment and difficulties in the leadership -from the
point of view of the distribution of work, but it makes the whole
Party feel that the trade union work is the first and primary
avenue to the hearts of the masses. We believe that this policy
has assisted us to win the effective leadership we are modestly
claiming todaiy, a leadership of the British miners; and we be-

ic

lieve this policy could be, with advantage, adopted in other
countries.

Another phase of the same question is the questiou of the

changes 'in our political slogans, in our political agitation., On
the one hand, we are faced with the need for raising the politi-
cal’ consciousness and widening the outlook of the workers in
the trade unions. On the other hand, we are faced with the fact
that the trade union meetings which are anxious to discuss
wages, hours, piece rates, etc., are not in a mood to hear high-
flown theorétical subjects. We say that there is no deadlock
here, it means only that we cannof impose our political slogans
upon workers ready made. We have to seek out ways and means
of making the individual worker feel that this particular political
problem affects him individually, and I ‘just want to. give three
short examples.

First, on the question of imperialism. In Great Britain, of
course, this is a question the clarity of which is. vital for the
victory ‘of the working class. We approach this problem from
the standpoint of showing the practical efiects upon the indi-
vidual workers which the oppression of the colonial peoples in-
volves. In the case of ‘China, we fook the textile workers. We
showed how it reacted practically on the textile workers in
Britain. In the case of India and Egypt we did the same. In the
case of the Dawes Psan we showed how an attempt was being
made in Germany by the Dawes Plan to transform Germany
into a colonial country. We took up the line that the cost of
British production i. ‘e. 'wages would have 10 be lowered in
order to.compete with the production of the German workers,
whose hours were being lengthened and wages ‘cut. This of
course should be supplemented later by a theoretical explanation.

* Again, in the case of militarism, we simply took the con-
crete cases of the use of soldiers in industrial disputes. We
simply put forth the slogan of: Tell the soldiers the truth about
the industrial disputes, in which they are being asked to inter-
vene. We found that such simple slogans we can later on supp-
lement with slogans of a more theoretical character; but first we
must have this approach to the masses.

And finally, the question of rationalisation. Our method is,
not only “for rationalisation under a Socialist Government” but
“no measures of rationalisation under capitalism without such
safeguards for the workers as equal pay lor equal work, main-
tenance of unemployed at trade union rates, efc. We must show
the workers that rationalisation must not take place at their
expense, but at the expense of the capitalist class, the struggle
for the immediate demands helping to mobilise the workers for
greater struggles. '

I believe many lessons may be learned from our fight that
could be valuable for other Parties, and we offer this as our con-
tribution to the. discussion.

Comrade VARGA:

Comrades, a few weeks ago: at the Congress of the Austrian
Social Democracy, Otto Bauer declared that it was impossible
to give an analysis of the present phase of capitalism in the
nlew programme of the Austrian 8ocial Democracy. In essence
this signifies a declaration of bankruptcy of Austro-Marxism as
a theory.

But perhaps the reason why Otto Bauer and the Austrian
Social Democrats refrained from a real analysis of the present
phase of capitalism is that such analysis would lead to the possi-
bility of exposing the untenability of their present opportunistic
policy before the entire working class.

Nevertheless an analysis of present capitaliem is a difficult
task. t :

But I believe that we can nevertheless take note of certain
important structural changes that differentiate the present epoch
of capitalism quite sharply from that of before the war. By
structural changes I mean such changes as reveal no imminent

counter-tendency of a return from the changes that have taken
place.

The most important are the following:

A world capitalism no longer exists. By the creation of the
Soviet Union a breach has been broken into the whole world
wide system of capitalism. This fact is of great importance in
its effect upon the Labour movement. It is clear that before the
war: the problem of the overthrow of the bourgeoisie coniron-
ted the workers as something in the dim and distant future, but .
this original scepticism has been swept away by the existence
of the Soviet Union. Every worker knows today that he can do ;
without the capitalists, that under certain conditions’ they can
be overthrown, and that after this overthrow there will follow
not chaos, not chrénic famine, but on the contrary, improvement.

This is the decisive effect of the existence of the Soviet Union
upon the labour movement: the whole psychology of the labour
movement can never return to the stage it occupied before
the war.

The second great structural change is the victorious libera-
tion struggle of the colonial peoples. For the labour movement it
means that the alliance between the bourgeoisie and the labour
aristocracy on the basis of the diversion of a portion of colonial
extra-profits to the labour aristocracy is in process of vanishing.
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The third great structural change is the loss of the economic
predominance of Western Europe. Economically, this means that
the income which Western European capitalism drew from this
position of predominance, is now lost to it. The elfect upon
the lobour moventent is the same as that from the loss oi the colo-
nial extra profits. .

Much has ‘been said here about the law of uneven develop-
ment. One might say that perhaps Western Europe could win
back its position. 1 do no think that this will be the case, be-
Cause it is improbable that new sources of raw material and
power to serve as the basis of new technical inventions -— and
only the combination of this new technique and the new sources
of raw material furnishes the possibility of a speedy improve-
‘ment — will be available everywhere. in Western Europe. I
believe that West European capitalism will not have a lease of
life long enough to enjoy such a general improvement of
this sort. = - »

Contemplating these three big structural changes we must
say: . .. .

A simpie continuation of the pre-war development of capi-
talism is inconceivable for Western Europe.

I now come to the question of how the crisis of European
capitalism, and of world capitalism in general, shows’ itself
at.-present.: This crisis now takes the form of a chronic over-
_production, a chronic mass unemployment, a chronic shutting
down of the means of production.

~In chpitalism there is' always a tendency to‘d disproportion
betiween productive capacity and opportunilies of utilisation. This
results from two-basic facts that are inseparably bound up with

capitalism, The  first is that the capitalist class strives for a
constantly greater exploitation of the proletariat whereby the
purchasing power of the proletariat is weakened, while on the
other - hand competition inside the country .and -between the
various countries forces the capitalisis to distend the productive
capacity of their enterprises in order to reduce preduction costs.
This contradiction always expressed itself in perodically recur-
ring crises which thus far, however, have always ended with an
extension of the capitalist world market. .

5. This:fact s looked upon wvery often as a discovery of Rosa
Luxemburg, but this is entirely incorrect, because in all the works
of Marx, — to mention:only the Communist Manifesto —this fact
is ;predicted and established. :

What is the difference between the present capitalist crisis
and the periodically recurring normal crises of capitalism, what
is the kernel with ‘which — [ think — we must conicern -our-
selves? In his printed report Comrade Bukharin pointed out that
the -intensification of this siuation is a result of the war, and he
then correctly tried to bring the (as he called it) hunger-crisis,
or (as I formerly tried to call it) the under-production crisis
of the post-war period into relationship with the present con-
ditions of capitalism. 1 believe, however, that his argumentations
are inadequate in the semse that they establish only the fact,
without presenting clearly the restrictions of the domestic market
according to classes. In my opinion this is necessary even if
only to enable us to distinguish our own from the Social De-
mocrati¢c under-consumption theory. ’

I will endeavour to make clear on a cdlass basis how the
narrowing of the purchasing power of the various classes, i. e
a reduction -of income, came into being. Let us fake, first qf .all,
the proletariat. Tt is a fact that the actual standard of living
of the proletariat -in the inflation countries is decidedly lower than
before the war. ' :

Why is this so? The value of labour power, as a result
of the 16ng drawn out war, as a result of the actual degradation
of the working class, has gone down. To this: must be added,
of course, the conscious efforts of the capitalists to reduce wages.

The peasantry during the war lost very much of its pro-
perty, secondly, during the inflation period, ds a result of the
scissors, it suffered a constant loss of purchasing power and
property since it received in exchange for its products a much
smaller value in the form of industrial commodities than before
the war. : v

The petty bourgeoisie was expropriated in the inflation coun-
tries. The war and inflation periods brought an. extremely ab-
normal centralisation of properfy, not an accumulation but a
heaping up of existing properties into the hands of the largest
war profiteers. This means that the industrial profits are today

distributed aimong a much smaller circle of the population than
before the war. The purchasing power of this petty bourgeois
strata is thereby very much reduced. :

~_ Now another thing that is of particular importance. In the
inflation the ‘rentier strata almost disappeared, so that we can
say the following: the income of all elements: workers, peasants,
petty bourgeoisie, rentiers, as a result of the war and the in-
ilation, has shrunk severely and the values that are produced by
industry find no purchasers. This shrinkage of the internal market
therefore furnishes the Lasis of this chronic unemployment and
chronic over-praduction thesis.

Matters stand somewhat differently in England because it
is not an inflation country. There we find that the purchasing
power of the internal market has been maintained as the resuit
of the deflation policy. The English people up to 1926, on the
average, lived better than before the war. It consumed more food
supplies, it was better clothed than before the war. This is the
point: on which the crisis in inflation countries differs very
sharply from the crisis forms of the deflation countries.

The problem of British capitalism consists today not so much
in the small absorption power of the internal market, as in the
condition that British industrial capital will not be in a position
to carry the whole burden of rentier capital (which I estimate
in England at about £ 450 million annually) and in addition also
maintain the British working class in the position of a-labour
aristocracy. That 1is the problem for the British bourgeoisie,
either to expropriate the rentier class through inflation and in
this way save nine to ten milliard marks annually, or fo degrade
the British working class from a labour aristocracy to a wor-
king class with an average European wage.

If it is true that the chief problem of European capitalism
is the question of the market, the question of how to widen
market opportunities then the Social Democrats have the follo-
wing answer to give: Yes, the capitalists really ought to raise
the wages in the interest of capitalism, if wages were raised the
purchasing power would be greater and consequently capitalism
would work. its way out of its crisis, — and in this they
refer chiefly to: the example of the United States where with very
high wages, capitalism 1s developing on an upward curve.

Very little knowledge is necessary to say that this pro-
posal of the Social Democracy .is, from a capitalist viewpoint,
pure nonsense. No one can expect that the capitalists should
pay out of their share a part in money to the workers so that
the commodities can then be sold to the workers for their own
(the capitalists’) money. This would be the most stupid business
that could be imagined. But it one conneets up the higher wages
with an increased productivity of the workers, one does not es-
cape from the vicious circle. In this case the total mass of sur-
plus valde which the capitalists receive has again become greater
and the market opportunities have not changed at all.

We can see what the capitalists are actually doing: wage
cuts, rationalisation, this means that they are trying to get for
themselves a still greater share of the values produced, by which
means they of course still further cut down the possibilities of
the internal market. This is evident also from an extraordinarily
interesting confidential letfer from Borsig, the chairman of the
German Employers’ Association, to the textile industry in which
he advises them to effect a- general reduction in wages, saying
that if we skin off one piennig per hour this means from 400 to
500 million marks per year additional profit. But this at the
same time means a shrinzage of the absorption power of the in-
ternal market by the same amount. And how do the capitalists
think they are going to escape from this situation? They want to
dispose of their goods on the world miarket, not to our own wor-
kers, but to strange foreign customers.

And from this it follows that an extraordinarily sharp
struggle for markets must result. : ;

To be sure, we are told that this is countered by inter-
national agreements, international cartels. But international car-
tels in no way avoid the struggle. The battle continues inside of
the cartels and is directed against those states not included in
the cartel. As far as the forming of cartels is concerned, however,
these mean exactly the same thing: artificial raising of the prices
of commodities, viz., the narrowing of the absorption power of
the internal markets. So we see that it travels right around in the
same circle. -

I should like to mention one point in the printed report of
Comrade Bukharin, and which is also contained in the thesis —
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‘it is the expression “agrarianisation”. 1 believe that this ex-
pression will lead to great misunderstanding, and we should
avoid it. What is it that' is involved here? It is this — that
Europe’s industrial productive apparatué is too big for its
market opportunities. It must be reduced here and there, and
this reduction takes place at the places politically and economi-
cally weakest., This is ot an agrarianisation, but a decimation of
‘ndustrial . centres of production ‘that have become superfluous,
W'h;j‘(h proceeds amarchistically at the spots where capitalism is
weakest. : :

Now 1 will try, very briefly, to summarise the whole pic-
ture, baginning with .the situation before the war. The starting
‘point was the disproportion between productive and market ca-
pacity.” There came a chase after markets, which began to be
monopolised. The world war was a battle for markets. The war
itself caused 'a severe restriction of the internal market and in
consequence all the phenomena that we have described here, as
well as those structural changes which I dealt with in the be-
ginning. The stabilisation has temporarily put a barrier against
further structural changes. But the contradiction continues fo re-
produce itself through and within the stabilisation. As a result,

unless the proletarian revolution makes an end to this trend of .

development sooner, it must automatically lead to a war, a war
against Soviet Russia or a war betwéen various imperialist
groups. And as a result this whole circuit will again be' intro-
duced but with the blasting away of fresh sections in the course
of this clash. In this 1 presuppose that a war against the Sowviet
Union would not be successful, because I assume that all Com-
munist Parties would in this case have to bé reckoned with, and
if they were to do everything that in the preéént mood of the
working class- théy can do, an attack against the Soviet Union
could not be successful. So 1 believe, comradés, ‘that no reason
exists for any kind of pessimism even though we recognise sta-
bilisation in the sense that at this moment no acute revolutionary
situation exists. The whole mechanism of capitalism is such that
there is no such thing as a way out from the intensification, no
escape from the comtradictions as conceived by the Social Demo-
crats in_the form of super-imperialism, or however they miay
call it. There can be only the question of time, of whether a
longer or shorter period will be taken up, but the development
.towards the end proceeds compulsorily even though not in a
straight line.

Comrade KURELLA:

Since Conirade* Pepper  has: already "dealt with the most
important fundamental ‘errors. in the conceptions of Comrade
Treint, I should like to speak on jiist one point — on the de-
finition of Comirade Treint’s conceptions as a petty bourgeois
tenidency, for this formulation has won chief disfavour with Com-
rade Treint and other comrades.”

The chief thesis of Comrade Treint states that the capitalist
contradictions in Europe.itself have a tendency to diminish re-
latively, whereas the antagonism between the United States and
the -Anglo-European imperialist. system becomes more and more
sharp.

- Later. Comrade Treint mentions two' possibilities: either a
rapid revolutionary development iin Europe, in which case we
meet with a general capitalist bloc against, Soviet Russia —
or a slow revolutionary development, in which case we come to
a political  and.. economic -Euro;ﬁean bloc. against the United
States of America. This means that in any case we arrive at a
capitalist unification.

Cons'dered purely theoretically it is entirely possiblé that va-
rious imperialist coalitions will ‘come into being, but only as
temporary coalitions of & .political and, Epre;domir}anrtly military
nature. What we deny is the. possibility of economic and. political
bloc-building for any lasting period, whether -it be in Europe
or whether it be for the whole world.. The temporary miljtary
coalitions which we allow for are not the immediate danger for
us in Furope. ‘ ' : -,

At a-time when the antagonism in' Europe are sharpening,
at a {ime when America tries to play the warious Furopean
groups against em: another, at a tithie when the League of
Nations is in a certain semse disintegrating, Comrade Treint
comes with the theses ‘of the necessary foundation of a new
European economic-political bloc.

bourgeois opponents.

There are two ideas involved here: _
1. The ioundation of any sort of European bloc;

2. The foundation of a FEuropean bloc against America. As
to the first side of ihe problem: at a given moment, when anta-
gonisms are growing in Europe, when there is a new menace
of war, the petty bourgeois press advocates the thesis that we
are approaching European peace. And what does Treint do
then? Objectively he blows in the same horn as our petty-

He apologises by saying: Yes, these petty bourgeois slogans
are today the reflection of the real intentions of the bourgeoisie.
The statements of the petty bourgeoisie that Europe is approa-
ching’ peace, that the building of a bloc is; possible — this, ac-
cording  to Comrade Treint's thesis, corresponds with reality.
He thereby still further supports the- position of the petty bour-
geoisie that a European unification is_ possible. o

Conirade Treint says finally: If we stand up and say today
that the chief antagonisms lie inside of Europe, then the Social
Democrats will come and say that the Communists are crying
about war, when actuaily there is peace. The working masses
would thereupon go to the Social Democrats. Hence, to avoid
this eventuality, that the masses of workers .go to the Social
Democrats, to bring it about that they follow us, Treint proposes
that whe shall say the same thing as the Social Democrats,
namely, ‘that in Europe there is the possibility of a unfication,
of a bloc building. ’ .

Here also Comrade Treint demands that we shall surrender
our own line and do as the Social Democrats do, because other-
wise the masses would run to them.

I am of the opinion that the role of the petty bourgeoisie
and of petty bourgeois ideology is even today the same as it
was before the war, It is not true, as Comrade Treint maintains,
that petty bourgeois ideology expresses that which the capitalists
really want. Today also the petty bourgeois ideologists serve o
camouflage ‘that which the big bourgeoisie wants, they express
what the bourgeoisie wants the masses to believe. i )

The second side of the problem: Comrade Treint brought
to the fore in his speech in Lille the” European blo¢ again'st
America which is said to be in process of preparation. He wrotfe
an article under the title: “Europe and America” (not “Europe
and Russia”); hence he is clearly of the opinion that the for-
mation of an anti-American bloc is the immediate perspective
towards which the intention of the working class must be di-
rected. And this is done at a time when England is intensifying
her efforts to bring about a temporary military alliance of Furo-
pean states against Soviet Russia; at a time - when we must
say that the present immediate menace of war which confronts
us is directed against Russia, and when we must destroy the
camouflage manoeuvres of the bourgeoisie, great and small. This
will suffice to show that the ideas that Comrade Treint expresses
lie along the same line as do the camouflage manoeuvres of the
petty “bourgeois in the interests of the bourgeoisie.

Comrade Treint has been telling us here that while sending
its ‘milliards to Europe, American finance capital has not had
time to -establish a control over the enterprises in which the
capital was invested. Yes, that it even tolerated a number of the
enterprises. so financed to work against America. This is. really
a remarkable affair that financeé capital sends its milliards to
Europe and does not bother about whether the milliards are used
for or against;it! : .

I believe that for the present situation we should stick to
the sharpening of -antagonisms in -Eturope and intensification ‘of
the attempts to form a military alliance against the Soviet Union,
and an increase in the attempts to camouflage, that we should
decisively combat 2very tenidency that supports these camouflage
intentions. c :

Above all we cannot permit comrades to ride around on
their special hobby horses before thé Party and confuse it; the
ideological training of our young Party cadres is far too respon-
sible a task for us to tolerate such side trips. . :

In conclusion I wanted to say a few words about the frai-
ning of these young Party cadres. We have here a new pheno-
menon before us which is to be noted of late in the labour move-
ment, The training of new, active, young forces, predominantly
from the working class, who have grown up during the war
period-and who have developed and grown strong in the factiomal
and political struggles of the post-war period, especially on the
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basis of the reorganisation of the Party into factory nuclei —
this is a fact that is characteristic of most of our larger Parties.
It can imbue us with the greatest optimism in viewing the -future
of our Parties. It is a guarantee that we are on the right road.
Our enemies of the Social Democracy are also perturbed when
they see that all the good young forces that emerge from the
working class are with the Communists, and that none are
with. them. :

We must direct our attention to the further development
of the young cadres in our Party more than has hitherto been
done. We must no forget that our press is directed not only
towards the mass of readers, generally non-Party members, but
ihat our central organ is today still the most important means
for the training of our own Party cadres. Our papers do not
give this enough consideration. The functionaries, young com-
rades who have developed from nucleus work and have then
gone higher, are overloaded with functions,  and after a short
period they are so overburdened that they have no [urther
opportunity to develop theoretically. At best these functionaries
are given further training in their special field, but their theoreti-
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cal training generally ceases the moment they get a job. Here
is a point at which the Parties are confronted with very big tasks.
One must not be content with considering them as theoretically
“broken in”, but special arrangemeni$ must be made for their
further theoretical training. ' o

On the whole I believe that we can establish the following:
We have behind us in the Parties a period in which Bolshe-
visation was considered almost exclusively from the standpoint
of organisational questions, the reorganisation of the Parties
into the factory nuclei. Today we are entering a period in which
the Parties must reckon more with the ideological side of Bolshe-
visation. We 'need but look at the statistics on the development
educational centres, theoretical organs, etc., in order to establish
that our Parties are on the job in giving more attention to the
ideological sidé of Boishevisation. At the birth of the C. 1. we
were no more than an organisation for general propagation of
the ideas of Communism. We then became a Party of action.
Today we can go a step further, and, while maintaining our
character as Parties of action, we must take up the propaganda
of Leninism in our own ranks to a greater extent.

Sixth Session.

Moscow, November 25th, 1926.

A. Bernard (France), as Chairman, opened the Session at
7 p. m., for the contimuation of the discussion on the reports of
Comrades Bukharin.and Kuusinen.

Comrade SEMARD (France).

Comrades, the French Party will submit a written report
of the situation in Europe and the major imperialisms of

eat Britain, Germany and France, on the iron cartel and on
the tasks of the Parties. At this time 1 shall. analyse the
situation in France more in detail.

The thesis of Comrade Treint, which was first presented
to ‘the, Congress of Lille, and later to the Plenum, was rejected
by our Congress. Since then, political ' events, especially in
Europe, have proven its total incorrectness, The numerous
contradictions, the new system of ailiances (establishment of the
big cartels such as e. g. the iron cartel and the potash cartel),
the problem of the Mediterranaen, the imperialistic practices of
Italian Fascism which have mounted to the point of open threats
of war against France, completely dispose of the thesis of our
Comrade Treint. We believe that at present the axis of the
revolution passes through England and China, -that the menace
of -a world war lies sooner in the Far East and in the problem
of ‘the Pacific. Ocean; that, on the other hand, the antagonisms
in Furope between Italy and France are sharpening, and it is
an utopia to view the war menace as a conflict between an
Anglo-European bloc and America. We therefore very catego-
rically reject the .theses proposed by Comrade Treint.

We intervene in the Plenwm in order to settle with an in-
worrect -appraisal comtained in the thesis of our Comrade
Bukharin, namely at that place in which our Party is charged
with making’ a serious mistake at that most critical moment
in France :when Poincaré took Power.  Our Party did not
wait until Poincaré had taken power before exposing the capi-
talist “stabilisation offensive”, nor did it wait in making clear
the danger which this project of the Caillaux-Rien Government
signified for the working muasses. Likewise our Party exposed
in time the so-called Experts Plan. which in its main: features
wias «revived by the Government. At the Lille Congress we
very clearly underlined the disintegrated state of the Left bloc
and emphasised the impossibility of a re-establishment of this
bloc. Have, perhaps, events given the lie to these presumptions?

To ‘a certain degree, ves, because the' Caillaux Government
was overthrown only a few weeks after its formation, and
because for 48 hours the possibility existed for, if not the Left
bloc itself, at least the rebuilding a Left bloc government under
Hex_'xix_xt, or -a republican concentration ‘Gowvernment with a Left
majority. At this moment, i. e. during these' 48 hours between
the fall of the Caillaux Cabinet and the taking of power by
Poincaré, the Party showed . a. certain indecisiveness; it :«did
not quickly epough analyse the situation and did'not immediately:
issue the proper.slogans. i

In a Manifesto the Party declared: “Leit Government,
Herriot Gowernment, just as you please; but. the Communist
Party will fight the reaction with all its forces; and, under
certain conditions .it will support this new Leit Government.
It will support it on condition, mark it well, that it fulfil de-
mands of the proletariat”. But this tactical decision made by
the Party leadership was obviously not taken up quickly enough
by the lower organisations, and since the Government existed
only 48 hours, we were forced to change our factics imumediately
when Poincaré took power. .

The overthrow of the Herriot Government was only the
continuation of that big bourgeois policy which our Party
had exposed promptly as a policy intended solely for the purpose
of assassinating the franc. I would recall to you ‘that at the
time of the Herriot Cabinet the pound sterling rose to 249. This
was on organised panic to bring about Herriot’s overthrow
and to call Poincaré to the helm. :

In the thesis of Comrade Bukharin we are charged with
failure to mobilise the working masses, it is said: “The working
class knew how to mobilise neither its own forces nor the forces
of the petty-bourgeoisie, nor in fact how, to offer any resistance
whatever.” [ believe that the Communist Party and the C..G. T. U.
must. be the organs which must mobilise the forces of the
working class in such a tremendous time. If the C. G. T. U. and
the C. P. do not mobilise the working masses, then one must
look for reasons and correct the mistakes that were miade. This
is all the more necessary since it is said in the report of
Bukharin that “the Party did not correctly size up the bour-
geois offensive because it had turned its attention to the
various parliamentary combinations and because it was not suffi-
ciently prepared for the mobilisation of the masses of workers
and petty-bourgeoisie”.

Those who were in France at that time and who know the
role which Parliament plays in our parliamentary State, those
comrades realise that one cannot simply judge according to the
make-up of “Humanité”, a paper not only printed - for the
Communists, but a paper of general information. This is pre-
cisely what forces us to give a prominent space in our paper
to the happenings in Parliament. I have the impression that
in the International the habit prevails of simply judging us
according to our newspaper “Humanité”.

To be stre, comrades, we did, all of us, occupy ourselves
with parliamentary combinations, but'at this same moment we
also mobiliséd the ‘forces. of the workers ‘dgainst the Poincaré
Govertiment by drawing up a political line which I intend to
discuss before yot1 now. b Lo

Beyond doubt, due to the weak Party cadres in certain
distriats of France, and: due to . a certain weakness of our
directing apparatus, ‘the -mobilisation of the masses: of workers
proceeds but slowly with us. This is a shortcoming of our
Party that we can' correct only when we improve our cadres;
and Ii)r; r:his consists the whole problem of the development of
our Party. f
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Bukharin says: “At this moment an intense excitement pre-
vailed among the working ¢lass and the petty-bourgeoisie”. Let
us first look into this argument, comrades. It is true, there
prevailed in the working .class — while not a great excitement,
nevertheless a great uneasiness. But in this moment of crisis,
we did not feel that a sirong desire for resistance prevailed
on thes part of the proletariat. There was also a certain anti-
pathy against the Left ‘bloc people who had not kept any of
their promises. At this moment' the popular slogan was: dis-
solve Parliament, and elect ‘another that will finally carry out
the policy that iwas promised but not carried out by the Left
bloc.

We have been -reproached: “But lcok, the Fascists did
mobilise”. They stood in front of parliament and in front of
the Elysee.” Undoubtedly! This mobilisation was a part of
the programme of the big bourgeoisie. and their charted ofien-
sive. We also could have mobilised our Paris organisations.
But no one knew as yet whether: the Government would fall!

But really to this demonstration has been ascribed a
significance that it did not possess. But now, what were the
forces of the petty-bourgeoisie and what were their possibili-
ties? Was it possible to mobilise the petty-bourgeoisie through
the Party? Could the Party, through a correct tactic, have
marshalled the forces of the petty-bourgeoisie behind itself?

I say — No! In this moment of the crisis the pefty-bour-
geoisie was muddled. The aftitude of its leaders made it in-
capable of immediate action. It was ready for any concessions
it only France and its francs were saved.

Poincaré’s entrance into ‘the Cabinet completely neutralised
the petty and middle bourgeoisie. . '

What was’ actually the situation of the working class?

I must again emphasise that, in- the moment when Poincaré
took- power, our Party sized up the situation correctly. After
a few days we sounded the alarm: and this throughout the whole
working class as well -as in our Party.

We have been accused of working too superficially, but I
must say that the organisation of this- work was thorough. In
agreement with the C. G. T. U. it went forward above as well
as below in our Party. )

_ The inactivity of oouir.lfaotory ‘nuclei “is also stressed, and
this in a moment when we are proceeding to the creation and
organisation of street nuclei. I must say that we have not
neglected this work either. . BRI ‘

What iis the present ‘sim?itioﬁ in France? _

For the moment :the ,}bmxrgeoris‘ie has its man at the helm.
He is heading a “Cabinet .of .natioanl wuniiication”, in which
Left bloc ministers. are. .also .participating but he executes the
policies of the big bourgeoisie.

. The deflation policy followed by Poincaré still encounters
great difficulties. On_the other hand one must note that this
deflation policy really shows .tself as a masked inflation. New
tredsury _certificates of national defense are being issued, the
gold reserves of the ‘Bank of France are being replaced by
banknotes.

Finally, the Government likewise has certain successes with
regard to ‘its foreign policy. It has turned towards Germany.
The Thoiry agreemént shows us Poincaré’s intentions. The for-
mation of thHe big -cartels (potash, steel), teaches us how to
comprehend the political operations of the Government. Poin-
caré seeks to tap internal-as well as foreign sources of financial
and other assistanece in order to be able to effect the stabilisation
of finances under the best’ possible conditions.

There is, however, a dark cloud on the horizon. It is the
economic crisis. In this period of economic crisis the cost of
living rises 'automatically.. In ‘this’ there ‘appears certain pheno-
mena, to which we call attention: on the one hand each month
the index of retail prices' rises by ten points, and on the other
hand a very marked price reduction’is to be noted on various
products. o i
- And finally the darkest but most important point for the
Poincaré Government is the activity of the proletariat. I believe
that we have somewhat underestimated the action of the French

proletariat. We can point to strikes in France lasting 4 to 8
months, such as the strikes in Dunkirk, Chateau, Regnault,
Larroques d’Olmes; the two latter being victorious. These strikes
were led during the entire period by the C. G. T. U. with the
stipport of our Party. } .

Furthermore, I must bring to your attention also the big
movements such as the National Congress of the Railwaymen,
the Factory Congress of the Paris Metal Industry, and finally,
the Party’s agitational campaign which lasted an entire month,
and the National Congress of the C. G. T .U. In-all these
campaigns our Party and the C. G. T. U. were at the head.
What we might be charged with is that we did not treat this
movement systematicallly enough, and that we did not exploit
it sufficiently. We did not gain any benefits from our activity,
but here we have seen a tendency to minimise our work.

Let us now look into the situation in the Party.

At the Lille Congress the French Party presented a united
Executive which -supported theses and resolutions in full agree-
ment with the Imternational. The Right, which with Souvarine
and Loriot at one time gave us a lot of trouble, and which
threatened our Party with disruption, was completely beaten
at the time of the Lille Congress.

On the other- hand we had to contend with a Centrist
tendency whose “political platform” was Party democracy. This
“Centre” disintegrated of itself, and its chief elements took part
in the work of leadership either in the districts or in the centre.

We had — furthermiore; Leit efements whom we had defeated
alréady at our Conference of December 1 and 2,:1925, and at
Lille, these  voted for the resolutions- which condemned the
activity of the ultra-Left and which ratified the Party’s' line.

The Party Executive had not only been united, but the whole
Party stood behind its leadership. ) .

At present the Right shows no more signs cf life. The
Centrist elements continue to work with us, and the extreme
Left gave mno sign that they did not enter upon the internal
political problems with us. Not until the Russian Discussion
did they form imto a small kerne! that spoke up for the Oppo-
sition, this included especially two members of the Ceniral
Committee, Jacob and Susanne Girault. 1 must say that this
Opposition had no support, that no workers grouped themselves
arcund it, and hence we shall -without difficulty defeat it by
good ideological work.

To sumarise we may say that the Party has consolidated
itself from the foundation to the lead, that the relations with
the trade unions are very good and that the last agitational
campaign has nourished the influence of the Party, its numerical
strength and its authority among the masses.

. Kuusinen has said: “That the times were hard and that we
can . record success thank to events rather than fo Party activity”.
I do not believe that Comrade Kuusinen thirks that only the
political events, moved the workers to enter our Party. I
maintain that it was the work of our general activity and
particularly the work of the Party nuclei.

Comrade Kurella tells us: “your cadres are not sufficiently
trained. The cadres:that come-out of the Social-Democracy and
those that are. new must be trained, and for this purpose
every ideological confusion must be avoided”. With this we
are in complete agreement. In our Party we do not need
any ideologieal contusion. The thesis of Comrade Treint cannot
cause siich- confusion because we are able to discuss and smash
the thesis in ‘the nuclei, and this can only raise the ideological
level of the membership. But one must not do as Comrade
Kurella has done when in the “Bolshevik” he gave a bad
analysis of -the situation in ‘the Party and the composition of
its Executive. If a comrade, who is known also amongst the
French comrades; writes such an: article, then the .ideological
level of the Party will mot be raised nor will ‘its’ power -be
increased. s : ,

Comrades, I would also cite among the credits on our
ledger that we worked actively on<the field of the colonial
question and anti-militarism. More and more we are penetrating
the barracks and the navy — our Communist press is read
everywhere. In. the barracks we. distribute 16,000 copies of
our paper “Caserne” (Barracks),and 4,00 copies.of the paper “Jean
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Ie Gouin” (twice a month). In the majority of strikes the soldiers
refuse to serve as strikelbreakers. The artillery-men of the 8th
regiment and the sharp-shooters of the 26th refused to attack
the demonstrators inh "Nancy. During the Morocco campaign
300 sailors on the battle-ship “Metz” refused to work as long
as they were stationed near the Riff. When recently the Sultan
of Morocco camee to France 250 marines on the cruiser “Lievain”
refused to present arms. We have at present 19 soldiers and
sailors who have been sentenced to a total of 84 years imprison-
ment. These are facts that we bring to the attention of the Plenum
in.-order to put an end to this idea that the French Party is
carrying on only superficial work. : .

Comrades, in conclusion, 1 should like to present certain
tasks that may. be also the tasks of the other Parties:

1. We must intensify the mobilisation of the big masses
against the capitalist policy of stabilisation, we must more
clearly expose: the consequences’ ofstabilisation, the Party pro-
gramme must be brought to the masses. and the slogan “Workers”
and Peasants’ Government” must be popularised.

2. The debacle of the Left Parties who have allied them-
selves with reaction and the treason of the Social Democratic
leaders must be exposed.

3. The Party organs on -all stages must be strengthened.

Thé activity of the nuclei must reach maximum, we must get
them: to 'work on the basis of the Party slogans.so that they will
develop in influerice and numerical strength.

4. Trade union work must be raised to a maximum. The
united front tactic must be applied on the basis of a programme
of direct demands; these demiands must also take inmto con-
sideration the bad situation of the foreign workers, so that a
workers’ bloc can be formed; we must energetically proceed
with the formation of mass trade unions and direct our work
especially towards the big enterprises.

6. Struggle against the economic crisis which will inten-
sify the class struggle, the whole Party and the trade unions
must be directed upon the coming struggles against the bour-
isoisie! We must work in such a way that the Communit Party
is always the advance guard and the dependable leader that
directs the proletariat to victory. ‘ '

Comrade BIRCH (America):

Comrade Bukharin’s report is a valuable contribution to
an understanding of ‘the present situation and the tasks of the
Comintern. 1 welcome the decision to give a special section
to' ‘America in the. thesis.

To understand America’s role today, we should keep in
mind first of.all three fundamental features of the present con-
dition of ' Afmerican imperialism. 1. American capitalism is
not vet at the height of its developmient. 2. It has not yet fully
exploited all ‘its colonial resources. 3. American imperialism has
not yet fully exerted all its military and naval strength.

To illustrate our first ppoint, if we examine the main features
of the first nine months of American export of capital in 1926
we find 1. an unusual proportion of new capital; 2. an untisual
proportion of large blocs of capital export in- flotations of
ten million dollars or more; 3) more -than 2/3 of the capital
exported has goimte into thé industrial’ corporations.

Rationalisation in Europe is child’s play compared with the
development in ‘the United States. America has- more than
600 research laboratories. working to improve mass. production,
scientific management, industrial technique, elimination of waste
and promoting of compaiy union and welfare- schemgs. A basic
feature of ratiomalisation for . Europe will be the introduction
of a mew relationship, not only between man and machine but
between ;man :and- man, employer and worker, an attempt at new
class - relationishiip = company wuniomism, employers’ ‘wellare
schemes, class collaboration. )

 Aunerican capital is interested in the manufacturing industries
of 25 countries, public utility works of 16 natiofis, railroads of
30 lands and mining industries’ of 25 countries. To a large
extent rationalisation for Eurepe translates itself‘into Americani-
sation. Agaitist this rationalisation slogail of the ‘bourgeoisie we
must place that of the bolshevisation 6f the working class.

Premier Baldwin saw this clearly when he urged workers to
go to New York and not to Moscow: for their:inspiration.

The key to the proper estimate of ‘America’s intermational
role today is to be found in its relations with Europe. Here
1 will analyse Trotzky’s criticism of my attack on his theory
of a Europe on “rations”. : :

1 maintained and still do that "America can put’ Europe
on rations only under either of these two conditions 1. after a
'war in which the United States has vanquished Europe, 2. after
a complete basic Anglo-American accord and understanding. It
is obvious that the first has not happened. Recent months
especially have shown multiplying signs of increasing effective
resistance of European capitalism to. American. imperialist en-
eroachments. We cite: 1. rising hatred of Amierican capitalism
by the English, French and Italian capitalists. 2. The extension
of the continental trust system. 3. The new. attempts, especially
by the British capitalists, to. make fundamenta! changes in the
Dawes Plan. 4. The resistance to America’s terms of debt
payments, etc. :

America’ reaction to this .is similar. Notice 1. the rebuif
given to Streseman by Coolidge in the American opposition to
the Thoiry arrangements; 2. the new .literature on American
foreign policy propagating the idea that it was a mistake for
America to go into the war and that the United States should
prepare for a show-down struggle with England for world
supremacy; 3. the strengthening of American commercial,
military and naval machinery.- i

In the United States there is no longer a glorification of
Anglo-Saxon peace and umity. America is figthing England on
many fronts. 1. Witness America investing more than a hundred
million dollars in Italian water power resouices to undermine-
British coal sales to Ttaly. 2. Struggle against British influence in
Poland. 3. American opposition to .British plans n the Far
East, especially in China as indicated. by the American report
blaming Shanghai massacres on foreign police and making finan-
cial demands on Wu-Pei-Fu while he was being hard pressed
by Canton forces. America blames England as -a stumbling

block to complete European debt seftlement. I can cite many.

other instances of the sharpening conflict of interests between
America and England. :

Trotzky’s theory of Europe on rations really is an extension
of his theory of “permanent revolution”, because it really means
the following; 1) no Socialism is possible in the’ Soviet Union
without a Furopean proletarian revoltition; 2. but if America
is placing Europe on rations then no European proletarian re-
volution is possible without there first being an American prole-
tarian revolution. If one accepts the theory of Europe being put
on rations by America, then especially does the likelihood of
a -successiul building up of Socialisnf in tHé Soviet Union fade
away into an impossibility. Perkdps -this® accounts for Trotzky’s
pessimism as to the development of Socialism in the Soviet
Union. Of course Comrade Trotzky is wrong in his theory of
America putting Europe on ratians, The objective logic and the
conclusions of this theory are equally wrong. Europe is still
alive and effectively resisting  American capitalist encroach-
mients. Socialism is being consistently’ and systematically develo-
ped in the Soviet Union. o

Comrade Treint is wroung in his contention that there is
a likelihood of the establishment of a United States of Capitalist
Europe against the Urited States of America. There are too
many contradictions and conflicts of inferest. rending apart: the
various .European countries to ;make passible such a.Unjted
States of capitalist Europe against America, There may be a
possibility of a temporary military icoalition., of sections of
capitalist Furope, of a temporary bloc  against the efforts of
American imperialism for world domination. (Applause.)

Comrade BOSCHKOWITCH (Yugo:-Slavia). -

Comrades! If the winning of the masses. is-our chief slogan
then we must emphasise more concretely jthat the realisation
of this slogan is inconceivable if we do not work among the
peasantry. After the V. Congress most of our Parties began
to direct ‘their attention to the peasant guestion. I should like
1o discuss a few concrete examples from the work of thé Com-
munist Parties in the rural districts. - . i
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The experienges .of the Communist Party of Poland in its
work among the "peasantry ha$ shown that the slogan of the
unity of the peasant parties has enjoyed greatest popularity
among ‘the’ peasantry. Eépecially ‘noteworthy is the coalition in
the struggle of the various nationalities, the formation of a federa-
tion of Left peasdnt  orgatiisations: the Ukrainian Peasant
League, 'White Russian League of ‘Workers and Peasants, and the
Indeépendent Peasant-Party. On the whole we may ‘say- that
the policy of the C.'P.-P. with regard to the peasant movement
was a correct one. ' Lot -

The Communist Party of Italy fosters the work among the
non-Party peasant organisations that have sprung up, The
IH.. Congress of the C. P. (Jan. 1926) devoted serious attention
1o the ‘peasant question. The activity of the agrarian seciion of
the C. P. I, is, in general, to be characterised as good.

In Finland our comrades have likewise been able to find
the correct approach to the peasant question.

. In Czecho-Slovakia we are:able to note great events on
the field of the peasant movement: this year the land reform
was completed; the new taxation policy is directed against the
interests of the small -peasantry. Although the C. P. Cz carried
out big campaiglis’ amofig ‘the peasantry, certain shortcomings
are mevertheless 1o be noted: 1774 Ttack ‘of any connection with
the opposition groups whith ‘exist in practically all the peasant

parties, 2. insufficient " attention’ dévoted to the peasani quiestion
by the Commiunist preé’sf, ‘3. the 1ack of an orgagisational appara-
tus for the Departrient for Rutal “Work.- = R

In Sweden a National Peasant Congress. was called at the
end of November for -the purpose of founding .:a mational
peasant league. At this Congress statutes and a’ programme
were worked out, but a distinct lack of experience can be felt
in'the whole activity of our Party among the peasantry.

The Workers (Comununist) Party. has done important work
among . the. farmers of the United Sfates. Iis approach is in the
main a correct one: by penetrating the non-Party farmer organi-
sations it influenges .the Tarmers and their Left leaders. ‘Practically
in all of the agrarian States there are Left organisations known
as Farmer Labour Parties. )

During the. last. elections (Nov.' 1926) the .C. P. included in
its election platform a number’ of demiands in defense of the
most important .interests: of the farmer masses: legislation, tax
reduction, distribution of land 'ambng the toilers, fight against
the “scissors”; ete. The C.'P. supported the Left Farmer organi-
sations and declared officially that ‘it would not put upits can-
didates in those States. where Farmer-Labour tickeis were in
the field.  The Communist press devotes much attention to.the
farmer question and gains numerous readers among the farmers.

The C: P. of Canada worked more actively in 1925 than it
did in 1926 for the establishment ‘of connections ivith farmers’
organiisdtions. Yet the Party’s work in 1925 ‘s also mot to be
characterised as successful .because of the lack of support from
the broad farmer masses and the inability of the C. P to
base itsell upon them. In 1926, the C. P, gave less attention
to the farmers. The election platiorm (Sept.. 1926) contains not
a single “farmer ‘point”. The ,Parfy. has done very litile to
strengthen the Left Wing in the already existing organisations.

The peasant .organisations in China are _organisations of
small proprietors,  tenants 'and agricultural  labourers. The in-
fluence of the Commmunist Party is rising, The C. P. of China
and the Kuomintang Have at present' made it one of their im-
mediate tasks to direct the peasantry in their struggle against
the reactionary landlords, their struggle for land "and for the
liquidation of the relics of feudalism in China. Thereby "our
Chinese comrades have recognised that the Peasant Question
is the Central Problem of the Whole Chinesse revolution,

The C. P. of Korea, which works under extremely difficult
illegal conditions, has for the time being won contact with
very few peasant organisations. Its tasks in the immediate future
are: the exposure and 'disruption 6f all sorts of opportunistic
“black” agrarian organisations, and the increase of its influence
on the peasant and national' revolutionary-mass organisations.

W:ith_ regard to Japan, we must note the efforts of the
Communist Party to make contact with the peasant  masses,
especially with the temant-farmer movement, Our exXperiences in
the formation of the Workers’ and Farmers’ Party prove that

despite the mistakes that were made the road towards the
formation of a legal revolutionary party was a correct one.
The immediate task of the Communist Party of Japan consists
in overcoming the shortcomings of its agrarian work, as well
as the extension of this work to include also the peasant pro-

prietors and the middle peasants now threatened with ruin.

In general it is to be said that all those Right and Left
deviations in the trade wunion movement of which Comirade
Kuusinen has spoken, ‘are present in a still higher degree on
the field of the peasant movement. B

We may say that in our work among the peasantry, three
Phases of Development are to be noted. The first phase, in
which our Parties completely ignored the peasant question,
is almost liquidated. Most of our Parties are now in the second
phase, in. which great importance is ascribed to the peasant
question, -but in which very little is really done among the
peasantry, Only a few of the Parties are in the third phase in
which work on the countryside is carried on in Leninist spirit.

The chiel mistake of many Parties. consists in that they
adopt a course of creating numerous little revolutionary peasant
organisations, instead of making use of the already existing
peasant organisations for the radicalisation of ‘the peasant
masses., - v, e P

In" order -fo imobilise the ‘masses. of the ‘peasdntry around
the Comnimiinist -Pérties, the Peasant Press must be made use
of, Our' comrades have made “attetnpts to'create ‘a peasant press
with' their own forces; but with the excéption of a few countries,
- Poland, United States, ete:" this 'press ‘is nothirg ‘else than
a collection of Comthunist agitational- leaflets and abstract com-
positions incomprehensible to the peasant -masses. ° a

In the Titure we miust, carefully study {he. methods of work
among the broad masses of tlie peasantry. We are very glad to.
note that at this Plenum a number ‘of our comrades have raised
the peasant’ question in its full extent and have tried to get
the Plenum to give concrete dirgctions on_work among the,
peasantry. The chief thing is'that affer this Plenum we shall be
able, through our practice, in"all coimtries, to. maké the slogan
of ‘the worker and peasant bloc a slogan nof .only of the labour
movement, but also of the pedsant movement. 1 am firmly con-
vinced that in the immediate futire we will be able to reslise
Lenin’s teachings with regard to a world.-wide ‘workers’ and
peasants’ mowement. R - :

Comrade KOLAROV (Bulgaria):

Comrades, I shall deal with three question: 1) the specific
character of capitalist ‘stabilisation in' the Balkan coumtries,
2) the danger of ‘war, and 3) the White Terror in these countries.

Is there a capitalist stabilisation ‘in ‘the Balkan countries?
Yes, there is. No one can deny the existence of a relative, partidl
and in the main, intermittent stabilisation. Otly, it is even more
relative and partial and intermittent than in the other capitalist
countries. v ‘ '

The economic foundation in these countries- is agricudture.
To a certain extent agriculture has been restored in the Balkan
countries. But after the war markéd changes took place, with the
effect that national economy falls more ‘4nd more into dependence
upon foreign capitalisnm. s

Industry in the Batkan countries’is very weak, and it is im-
portant to note that there is virtually no chance. for the develop-
ment of a native industry, first’ because of foreign competition,
and, secondly, because of the lack of native capital.

~ These facts confine the Balkan countries to just ane prospect:
their complete agrarianisation and transformation into colonies
of foreign capitalism. oo '

The methods by which foreign capitalism is penetrating the
countries are the methods of colonisation. They lay hands upon
natural resources and agriculture; concessions are secured gratis,
banks established which concern themselves only with specula-
tion and the buying up of food products; and all this is done
in a manner that resuits in converting the countries into colonies
of foreign capitalism.

Under such conditions is it possible to speak .of a capitalist
stabilisation in the Balkan countries? Certainly. The bourgeoisie



1536

International Press Correspondence

No. 88

has succeeded to a certain degree in again stabilising its power,
but this success has been due only to the financial and political
support on the part of intérnational imperialism. Without the
intervention of the imperialist powers the Balkan bourgeoisie
would not have been able to choke off the revolutionary move-
ment of the post-war period. ' '

But, comrades, if in order to hold the masses of the popula-
tion under its yoke the bourgeoisie is forced to resort to the
support of the foreign powers, it must obviously pay dearly for
this, for it becomes transformed into their vassal. It enters the
retinue of foreign capitalism, and this in a manner that reveals
the characteristic features of the stabilisation in"the Balkan coun-
tries — coalition and subjection. .

Comrades, I now come to the second -question. Is there a
menace of war in the Balkans? Yes, this danger exists, and I
think that while no one can just simply deny it in generalities,
we ‘are not sufficiently informed of its weightiness from an
international viewpoint. - ' : ‘

.~ It is known that the: war of 1912 was the curtain-raiser to
the ‘World War, and that the first shot that set the big war into
mootion 'was likewise fired here. Today also, with regard to the
menace of war, the Balkan countries constitute a very complicated
point of danger. The antagonisms between the Balkan countries
are at this moment imore numerous and mere intense than
they. were prior to the world war. Look at the names of
a number of the Balkan provinces: Albania, Macedonia, Saloniki,
Eastern and Western Thrace, Bessarabia, the Dobrudja, etc.
These prowvinces are certain to be talked about in connection with
the coming World War. | 7 :

But I should like to emphasise still another point — it in-
volves the position of thie Balkan countries in the strategic plans
of the émperialilt powers. What is the aim of French imperialism
in these coumtries, in this corner of Europe? It is this: to erect
a wall, from Saloniki to Danzig, from the Aegean to the Baltic.
One side of this wall is turned against the Soviet. Union, and
the other against Germany, and also against Italy. French im-
périalismy persists stubbornly in this aim, but it comes into
conilict with the vital interests of British and Italian imperialism.
British imperialism, 'which ‘holds the hegemony over the eastern
Mediterranean, is becoming wumeasy over France’s bufting in.

fench imperialism Has found a way, via Yugo-Slavia, of getting
access to the Aegean Sea. But here it clashes also with the vital
interests of Italy in the Mediterranean and in .Asia-Minor. We
know very well that the young Ifalian imperialism is greedy
for the Turkish province of Adalia. Well, the road to the con-
quest of this province lies through the Balkans. Italian imperia-
lism can lay hands on this province only by marching through
the Balkans. = . . . SN

Comrades, these Italian war plans against the Republic of
Angora are mo fairy-tale. It is no invention to -say that Italy
is persistently at work fo entrench itself economically and politi-
cally in the Balkan countries. Italian capital is penetrating into
the Balkan countries. It is even assuming first place in Turkey,
second place in Bulgaria, and it is making equally rapid progress
in the other Balkan countries.

_ 1 neéd not add, here, that this policy of Italian imperialism is
being very energetically’ supported by Great Britain.

Comrades, what is involved here is the menace of war.
You will remember that Turkey mobilised a part of its army
and. concentrated it in the province of Aidalia when, aboitt a
l‘;‘aflf.‘ year ago, Missolini made his demonstrative trip to North

frica. :

A few days ago a rumour.raced through the press about a
Quadruple Entente between Italy, Greece, Bulgaria and Great
Britain, for the purpose of waging war against Turkey. If, for
the time being, this rumour was only a rumour, we must never-
theless recognise the objective reality that this plan, even though
not as yet perfected, nevertheless can at any moment be perfected.
So, finally, I put this question: .in the great Mediterranean con-
flict between French and Italian imperialisms — who is there that
does not comprehend the weighty role of the Balkans as the
gateway to the Italian hinteriand?

I believe that the seriousness of the war menace that can
emerge from the Balkans is not exaggerated. This corner of
Europe always remains a great powder-keg that may at any

moment explode and cause a gemeral conilagration the extent

of which cannot be foretold. = " ‘ ’
It is true that the dependencer in. which the Balkan countries

find themselves to the big impesialigi powers permits the’ latter
to act as a sort of guard over .the powder-keg. We saw this,
for example, in the case of the Greco-Bulgar conilict in which
British imperialism fulfilled its “pacilic mission” via the League
of Nations. We must recognise that omly . for small states like
Greece and Bulgaria, which are entirely in the hands of their
masters, can the League of Nations still exercise a certain autho-
rity in questions of peace. This wa¥ z{ilso'lhe case in the recent
Bulgar-Yugostavian conflict in ~which,” ander the pressure of
British and Halian diplomacy, thé Yugoslavian government had
to beat @ retreat and content itself with an 'ordinary diplomatic
note. ' : )

One might therefore be tempted to believe that the imperialist
powers are carefully watching over this powder-keg in order to
smother all threatening sparks. But the question arises here as to
whether -they will. always do.so; and, above all, whether they
will always be able to do so. That-is.the question. :

© 'Comrades, the danger of war in {he Balkans puts upon the
Cominunist Parties of the Balkan coumiries, as ‘well as on the
Commiinist International, very, ‘special, tasks. The task of the
Communist Parties consists in’ gfgdﬁﬁg_;\ya{ys and means of co-
ordinating their actions in case’of a clash '— and from this we
must donclude that they must consolidate and  strengthen their
Balkan Communist Federation. As fat as' the Communist Inter-
national is concerned, we must point outthat it must give greater
attention than heretofore to the meance of war that may emerge
rom the Balkans. DA : :

I come to the third (}ueéﬁo'n,i to. the White Terror. Com-
rades, we have spoken of the Balkin countries’ relapse into
barbarism after the war, and:this i§'correct. The Balkans are
going into:barbarism. It-seems to me ‘that this is the first time
that the Balkan coumrtries are mrarching at the Theéad of capitalist
“civilisation”. But what is the cause'of this? Whence does this
fact come? The primary cause is the economic, political and
social crisis, a very sharp and lasting crisis, that holds sway
in the Balkans. As a result of this crisis we find-a tremendous
despair among the masses of the -population, and we see how
an ever-deepening chasm opens up between  the ruling class
and the class of the exploited. How else than with the bayonet

- can the bourgeoisie hold the respect of -these masses? It knows

rno method than that of the White Terror. .

But there is a second cause, and this concerns the Com-
munist Parties of other countties: it involves the political and
financial support which the ‘foreign “powers furmish the Balkan
bourgeoisie. The imperialist powers are helping the Balkan bour-
geoisie completely to-smother the. revolutionary movement, for
this means a grave menace to their own interests in the Balkans.

If the international bourgeoisie supports with all its power
the Zankovs, Pasics, Averescus of the Balkans, even though
their hands drip with the blood ‘of their peoples, then I believe
it is but an elementary task of the international proletariat, and
of the' Communist Parties, to come to thé aid of the Balkan
Federation, to support the Communist Parties of the Balkans,
by endeavouring to cancel the anti:soviet. and counter-revolu-
tionary actions of their bourgeoisies.in the Balkans. :

I shall conclude by giving the shortest possible formula for
capitalist stabilisation in the Balkan countries. Here the stabili-
sation .means: Colonisation. and subjection, plus the danger of
war, plus White Terror. ) T

Comrade BELL, England:

Comrade Bukharin has said that chief’ amongst the tasks
of this Plenum are the Bolshevisation of our Party and the
winning of the masses over to  Comumumism: under the new
conditions and the new forms that confromt us.today. We, in
the British Delegation, quite agree with Comrade Bukharin on
the importance of these tasks and consider them of primary
concern to all our Brother Parties. * :

As to rationalisation — this is an jceentuated phase of the.
present femporary stabilisation of capitalism. All the. highly
developed capitalist powers are being compelled to reorgamise
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the whole of the forces in the labour process to maindain thefr
respective places in the world economy of capitalism.

There are two. chief factors at work — first, there is thé
intense world competition; and second, there is the internal
contradiction of capitalist economy jin. the home market. In the.
former we see a regrouping of forces going on. America has
emerged from the war crisis the wealthiest and most powerful
industrial country in the world. Britain has lost her former
status of world monopolist, and 1 can cite statistics to prove
that Great Brifain is yielding ground to America, not only in
the world market generally, buwt within the British Empire
itself. I will take Awstralia, New Zealand and South Africa to
compare the decline in the trade of the United Kingdom with
those respective colonies of the British Empire; with the increase
of the imports from America. Imports from the United King-
dom into Awustralia in 1913 represented, 57-8%, in 1924 45-2%,
and 1925 43-9%; New Zealand in 1913 — 597%, in 1924 — 571%
and in 1925 — 52%, in South Africa in 1913 — 56:8%, in
1924 — 57'5% and in 1925 — 50%. :

Biut the imports from the United States to Australia, New
Zealand .and South Africa in the same years are as follows:
Australia 1913 — 13-4%, 1924 — 24:6%, and 1925 — 246%;
New Zealand in 1013 — 95%, 1924 —'156%, and in 1925 16:4%;
South Africa in 1913 — 80%, 1924 — 139%, and in 1925 —
14-7%. Thus we see in figures that Great Britain has lost her
monopoly mot only in the world 'generally, but in the British
Empire. . : e

‘World: competition: dorces: rationalisation on all the com-
peting- countries and the problem, therefore, is not a German
problem, just ‘as Fordism and the Fordisation of industry spoken
of by Comrade Bukharnin is not an American probem. It is the
problem . of capitalism moving in ‘the direction’ of mewer and
higher forms of its own economy. '

Now, what is the attitude of the Communist Parties toward
this rationalisation? Here;- I say, it“is necessary to distinguish
between ratiomalisation under the dictatorship of the capitalists,
and ratiopalisation under the dictatorship of the proletariat. So
long as ithe capitalists- control the instruments .of production,
the question of technique in industry is subordinate to the class
relations and to the class struggle. In fact ratiomalisation will
render the class struggle even 'mofe acute than it has been up
to the present time. It may be that in ‘the struggle of the
working class certain forms of ratiomalisation will be held up,
postponed and .even destroyed, — with that we Communists
are not concerned.’ What we are concerned with is the utmost
mobilisatiori of the working class for the possession of the
instruments of production. So lang as these are in the hands
of, the capitalists every new method means but a greater inten-
sification of exploitation. What is essential for the workers: is
that in the process of rationalisation the living conditions and
standards of the working class shall not be worsened.

This therefore brings wus up against the question. which
most of eur brother Parties are comiromted by: ‘greater trade
union activity, the casting ofi:-of: old miethods: of organisation,
the broadening of the bases of our labour unions and organi-
sations, the planting of our roots in the factories and workshops.
Then another question: confronts us. The bourgeoisie finds in
the trade wunions and in the labowr organisations their most
inveterate enemy, the most formidable obstacle to their intro-
duction of rationalisation in industrv. They try to overcome our
labour organisations by introducing company wunioms, ‘joint
councils 0% employer and workmen, wellare institutions and
all kinds of class collaboration schemes that are calcuiated to
win the workers awady from the labour organisations, i. e. from
the class stmiggle. This is one of the most important dangers
our brother Parties will have to overcome. It means for us
more intensive activity amongst the working class, not only in
political parties, not only in general propaganda, not omly in
the national -trade unioms, but more and ‘more through activity
inside the  plants, factories, workshops, mines, railways, where-
ver the workers are employed,

The problem of the unemployed miasses will be a vital
question in those countries where rationalisation is now the
dominant question. To organise the unemployed to miaintain the
standards of living generally, to carry forward our general
poltical education to the masses in winning them over from the
Social Democratic organisations, to foster the growth of the
trade wunions, to carry them along in the general political

struggle for power — these are the essential lessons which we
think important for our brother Parties to consider in this
great .question of rationalisation of industry.

Comirade BITTELMAN, America:

Comrades, Comrade Bukharin in his oral report dealt with
America wvery briefly. In my judgment the develowments of the
United States, the recent developments, are of such tremendous
importance not only for the American Party, but for the
Comintern as a whole as would justify a much more elaborate
and detailed treatment of the American situation than was given.

When we speak of stabilisation it is characteristic for us
to think of stabilisation as it is in Europe.

Rationalisation — well, this has been a dominant feature.
of American capitalism for the last ten years. One of the
charagcteristics of the stabilisation of capitalism of . the United
States is its completely debouched and corrupted labour aristo-
cracy. It is very characteristic that while European reformists
ate’ trying to fool the working class by building pacifist ilbu-
sions, the ‘American teformists do not resort to pacifism, they are
openly imperialist. No other section of ‘America, except the
finance capitalists themselves, are so openly inilitaristic as’ are
the leaders of the American Federation of Labour. ‘

But, comrades, there are serious and. radical changes taking
place in the structure of Aimerican capital, in the relationship,
between industry and agrioulture in the United States, to a
large extent in the composition of the American working class,
and also in.the functioning of many of the American trade
unions. All of these subjects should be investigated by the best
minds of the Communist International. These problems are unot
too small for the best people that our movement possesses, and
I am frank tor say that some: of.these problems, the investigation
of their mature ‘and their. relationship to our struggles, some-
times prove beyond the theoretical capacity of our own Party.

. As regards our Party, we can say that the political directive
given us by the Communist International, to establish contact
with the masses and ‘win them over for our mowvement, has
already become an organic part of the ideoclogy of our Party
as a whole, but we have not yet found the best means for putting
it into effect. We know that we are mot as yet facing a direct
and immediate revolutionary situation in Aimerica, We know more
than that. We know that the American capitalism as yet is on
the upgrade; that America is the most powerful imperialist
country in the world. We have analysed and understood many
developments of our country. But as yet the Communist Inter-
national, and our Party, has not yet formulated the perspectives
before us. This is one of the reasons why we have not proce-
eded -as best as we might have. The Communist International
must help and assist us .in formulating our perspectives for the
immediate future. ’ i Y '

In the attempts to esablish contact with the masses, our Party
has been successbul in'a ‘mmnber of instances. But while poli-
tically the influence of our Party has been growing, our organi-
sational strength has in mo way ‘been growing cofrespondingly,
that is, to the extent of the growth of our politicai influence.
For instance a very interesting and very important fact. In the
city of New York, our Party was able in recent months to acquire
acquire leadership in several economic struggles of the workers, but
when on election day, during the last congressional elections,
we began to count the votes for our candidates, we found that
they. were immeasurable smaller than our direct influence among
the masses would indicate.

The American conditions of development, those I have
mentioned and others, must be given more attention by. this.
Plemum of the Communist International than has hitherto been
done, not only for the sake of our Party but for the sake of the
Comintern as a whole. We must clear our minds as to what
is actually happening in the United States. You will find in
personal discussions among the American comrades, even among
those here at the Plenum not disagreement but confusion on
many points of political fimportance. This Plenum could do
nothing better for the movement as a whole, than #o assist us
in solving these problems for our future work. -

The session thereupon

adjourned, to reconvene at 10:30
the following day. .
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Seventh Session.

Moscow, November 26th, 1926.

Comrade GALLACHER (Chairman) opened the session at
11 a. m. for the continuation of the discussion on the reports of
Comrades Bukharin and Kuusinen.

Comrade JACQUEMOTTE (Belgium):

The Belgian Delegation is of the opinion that the seriotis
question of rationalisation has, even now, not yet beeii dealt with
earnestly enough.

It seems impossible to us — and apparently Comrade
Bukharin ‘has not done this either — o sepamate the problem
of the “rationalisation” of capitalist industry, of bourgeois pro-
ductiom, from the whole question of capitalist stabilisation.

I believe that we may say concerning rationalisation that
it is an attempt by capitalism at thé sanitation of industry, just
like the stabilisation of currency is an aftempt at stabilising
Tinances. ' ' .

" Can this “rationalisation” be laoked upon as a new form
that can constitute the starting point.of a progressive capitalist
development? The Social Democrats give a positive reply to
this question and they justify their support of rationalisation
with the following theoretical ‘argument:

“Rationalisation — so the reformists think — “will of course
ductiomn. ‘After the blood-letting of the war years, capitalism dips
into the fountain of youth called ‘rationalisation’ and finds there
rejuvenation, it finds fresh strength and new energy.”

.. “Rationalisation. — so -the reformists think — will of course
demand temporary sacrifices from a section of the workers, it
resuls in a shifting within the working class, but this is only
the reverse side of a truly actual progress. After this -transition
period a new time of progress will set in for the whole of the
working masses.” . o

Can we grant that this Social Demécratic conception is
correct? No, for rationalisation is not the expression of a pro-
gressive, but of a retrogressive .capitalist development, it i1s a
sign not of a rising but of a- declining’ capitalism¥, as is proven
with- adequate clarity in the sagacious and detailed statement
in Bukharin’s theses.

We therefore state unanimously that the “rationalisation”
is mo. crisis of capitalist growth but a crisis of its decav. It is
a desperate éffort of the bourgeoisie to -adapt industry to the
new conditions created by the capitalist’ war. .

I know that if we view the problem of the struggle against
the capitalist rationalisation in this manner the following reproach
will be raised against us: “Are you opposed to technical progress,
are you opposed to machinery?” . N

. We are all unjted upon the standpoint that a -period of
decline has set in for capitalism. But it is clear that the bour-
geoisie will attempt to check this decline of its regime, to hold
it back. . . A : '

Comirade Bukharin’s formula states: “The Communists can-
not concern themselves with the itprovement of technique, the
improvement of the organisation of labour under capitalist con-
ditions. ‘Their task lies- in another field.”

. We are all united on the standpoint that the Communists
are not to busy themselves in support of capitalist attempts to
postpone the mioment of its final collapse. But this does
not mean however, that we should mnot interest our-
selves in ‘the efforts of the bourgeoisie in this field. Capitalist
rationalisation means the intensification of the exploitation of
the proletariat, it means wage-cuts, unemployment, etc.

We must therefore unmask the essence of capitalist rationali-
sation before the masses, and counter it with a general slogan:
“Nationalisation of industry and rationalisation at the expense
of the capitalists.”

But a general slogan is insufficient. We must formulate our
‘slogans also for the immediate demands of the masses on this
field. We believe that these slogans should be the following:
Workers’ control, combating of unemployment, (here the pro-
posal of the British comrades, as formulated by Gallacher about

the support of the unemployed, should be used), combating piece
work, raising- of wages with the rising productivity of the
factories, combating of the Taylor system, etc.

We propose that the Political Commission, which is to
formulate these theses finally after the general discussion, should
supplement the text proposed by Bukharin in the following
sense:

It is task of the Communists to unmask the real essence
of capitalist rationalisation, to counter the capifalist slogan of
rationalisation with the slogan of nationalisation, and to mo-
bilise the masses for the slogans: Workers’ contro! of industry,
maintenance of the unemployed, raising of wages in conformity
with increased productivity.

It goes without saying, comrades, that we are in complete
solidarity with the Bukharin leclarations concerning the essen-
tial difference between “rationalisation” in capitalist states and
rationalisation in' Soviet Russia. Rationalisation in the world’s
first proletarian state procéeds in the interests of the whole work-"
ing class, in the imterest of socialist comstruction and not in the
interest of the bourgedisie for the purpose of consolidating ca-
pitaiism. .

‘Every- Communist is clear. on . this and every worker ex-
ploited by capitalism can figure this out.

Rationalisation of industry. in- Soviet: Russia is undertaken
in the interests, of the working class as a whole, in the capitalist
coyntries however, it is: carried; out at the expense of the working
class_and for the benefit and profit of the bourgeoisie. We con-
clude in the hope that the Plenum will consider the proposals
formulated by wus. : i

Comrade BITTEL:

The report marks extraordinary progress in that it cléars
up the vague concept of a- “vacillating” stabilisation, and'declarés
very exactly what it is that has stabilised ifself in the course ‘of
recent years and what has not. : ‘

Our investigations on this field are still largely in their
beginnings. We should occupy ourselves more intensively in the
future with the economic questions. ! .

- =1 should like to analyse more closely some figures that ap-
pear to me to be particularly important, the world trade figures,
What is their inner structure and tendency? Thé report cites three
stabilisation factors: 1) production, 2) Toreign trade and 3) cur-
rency fluctuations. It “is established that in 1924 world trade
had already reached 91% and in this yeat 97%, of the 1013
total. One might therefote assume that on this decisive field of
world trade, of import and export, we already have approximately
peace-time conditions (97%). Comrade Bukharin concludes from
this that - “capitalism thereby completes its restoratiom process
from the viewpoint of infernational trade turnover”. He then
makes a pumber of reservatioms, in that he says that one muist
certainly investigate not only the quantitative but also the qualita-
tive side of this matter, since “a radical change in' the chief
directions: of circulation:‘from one country into the other”- has
taken place. S ‘ :

"I am of the opinion that we can by no means designate the
world trade figures as an essential factor of stabilisation. Quite
the contrary. If we analyse the ‘figures we find that on a world
scale approximately the peace-time. volume has been reached or
exceeded but that for Central Europe, the volume for 1024
amounted to only 71% and for 1925 only 82%. Thus there is
still an extraordinary backwardness.

These figures look “still worse if we take the tofal world
trade figure 105 (a difference of 23 points), and the European
production figure 102 (a difference of 20 points).- This - figure
is all the more grave since much of what formerly was internal

trade now counts as foreign. trade becausé of the many new
customs barriers. ‘

Thus the “almost healthy arm” of world trade is still for
some time to come in Europe very much a, bleeding wound.
International ecémomy is ‘stifl very much disorganised. Europe’s
loss in inter-Continentat trade has created the most serious dis-
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proportion bei)ireen"piib@h@iv’é and ‘market possibilities: To the -

narrowed domestic market. we must add the foreign market now
occupied by America and the néwly industrialised countries.

The analysis of the wgrld frade figures thus shows no con-
solidation, pacification, and reconstruction, but the contrary:
disorganisation and the impossibilify of rebuilding the old. Not
stabilify but lability! 1t is precisely here that the hearth of future
conflicts blazes the brightest. "~

‘1 propose that’of ‘the thre¢-columns that are enumerated
here as stabilisation features:” produetion, world trade and valuta,
number two be struck ot and inserted into the next chapter as
feature of labilisation.

One of our most ‘decisSive tasks, in order to separate the
masses from reformism is to- bring’ quite clearly to their con-
sciousness that the social -democracy, although in compesition
still @ proletarian party, according to its policy it acts as an
absolutely capitalist party. In’ the last few days the “Vorwarts”
prints an editorial by Breitsclteid-in which he speaks about the
necessity of a “Pacitic work’-of socialism”, but what he means
is pacific work with’ capitatism. He says:

 “We must be ready to reckon with conditions and make
proposals of such remedies “which capitalist diplomacy alse
can accept.” (“Vorwarts’, November 17th.)

In the struglle against reformism we will have many posi-
tive and major successes if we finally, travel energetically along
the road that we have’ IQn'g~mapp‘ed out for ourselves: more
intensive work in the broad; old, historical, mass organisations,
especially in the trade uhfoms -and co-operatives. Now as to
work in the co-operatives, its importance and specific gravity
has risen greatly- within' the frame of the labour movement.
In recent years the co-operative  mowement has been developing
an extraordinary activity, especially among the women. The co-
operative bureauemfe{ — which works cheek by jowl with the
II' and Amsterdam" Infernationals” -~ is to be counted among
the most energetic” and - mio%f teaétionary standard bearers of
economic peace. Joifttly ' with: ‘Amsterdam it conunitted ~itself
definitely in the preparations for the World Economic Conference
in Geneva. R

~In this connection we' shogld occupy ourselves seriously with

the proposal that the Russidh co-operatives made at the last
International Co-operative Session, viz., to counterpose to this
capitalist world: economic: comference a proletarian, a workers’
world economic comference.: There :can be no doubt that also
in the ranks of the Social Democratic trade unionists and co-
operators, as well as in-the labour movement as a whole there
is a considerable measure. of dissatisfaction with this economic
peace and coliaboration. Thus, e. g. there is a comumittee .in the
Amsterdam Trade Upjon International, which months ago sub-
mitted a report containing proposals for the struggle against
international trustification and cartelisation. It recommends:
industrial unions, public Feports; control of production and frade!
There is even an “extended programme” with demands ‘for
the socialisation of industry, transport, banks, sources of raw
material and trade. But these commission repdrts remain secret,
to this day they have.mot' seen the light of day.

HIFES . L2 T SN 3 =

Nor are we by any hmeans: doing enough work on the
field of Mass orgamisatioms,, [There the reformists still have
their most solid organisatignal;,-ideological and material posi-
tions. Unquestionably this-day to gday detail work, this activity
inside of the reformist orgamsations, is an extraordinarily diffi-
cult and thankjess jgb. It ig very often more difficult. fo find
a correct line and tactics in these small questions then to write
a long resolution. Therefore what counts here is to study, to
give clear policies,: to'«rédase Joadfes, to train functionaries who
really work and who win successes .in these day to day struggles.

" From this Enlarged Executive a powerful slogan. should
issue anew: conquest of the masses inside of their mass organi-
sations, primarily through the. personal prestige of the Com-
munists in this praefical werkl .

' ‘r.;k!vt,;;k e

Lt

Comrade CODOVILLA' (Latin America):

Comrades, I should like to direct the attention of the Plenum
upon the indirect eflects of capitalist stabilisation upon the
countries of Latin American. I say indirect effects since in
our countries omne cannot, as in FEurope, speak of capitalist
stabilisation, because the national economy of these countries
did not suffer as a result of the war, but on the ocontrary,
underwent a certain development during this period. g

At the outset I should like to emphasise that I am in agree-
ment with the formulations in Bukharin’s theses on capitalist
stabilisation, and especially on the problem of rationalisatiom.

But I am not in agreement with the standpoint of Comr-
rade Jaquemotte, who maintains that at the present moment
weé must be against rationalisation, yet who brings forward
nothing - concrete through which this rationalisation might be’
hindered. Jaquemotte proposes the nationalisation of the factories
in connection with workers’ control over these factories. In
this however, he forgets that in the theses we have recorded
the existence of a relative stabilisation of capitalism, and that
this situation is precisely an evidence of the weakness of the
working class. If the working class is in a position to demand
the mnationalisation of the factories, then it is also in a position
to embark upon a revolution; this is quite clear. Hence, if the
question of reststance against rationalisation 1is raised, there
is raised also the- question of open sabotage which cannot
be carried out within -present-day production, or . else the
problem of the immediate: conquest of power by the proletariat
is raised. :

I should like to direct the attention of the Plenum towards
the Latin American countries because Comrade Bukharin, in
his theses on the problem of, capitalist stabilisation in Europe,
dealt 'with the question of domestic markets, and especially also
foreign markets which are positive factors of the relative stabi-
lisation, as one of the weightiest problems of this relative stabi-
lisation. :

In the theses it is stated with all clarity that we are today
witnessing a progressive decline of- British imperialism and
a development of North American imperialism. This decline of
British imperialisim reacts also upon ' the Latin American
countries, for, as the comrades knoiw, the struggle between the
two imperialisms in progress there aiso has- eonsequences of
international significance.

If we raise the question of foreign markets then this involves
not only markets for industrial products but also markets for
financial and industrial capital. Now we find that the Latin
American countries furnish.to imperialism, particularly to the
North American imperialism, a certain opportunity for the in-
vestment of its industrial and finance capital.

Ii I direct the atteniion of the Plenum to the growing power
of this North American imperialism, to its desire for mastery
over the Latin American countries, I am by no means in agree-
ment with the theses of Comrade Treint in which he says that
the Comintern has not devoted sufficient attention to the Latin
American countries as a result of the under-estimation of the
development of North American imperialism on the part of
Comrade Bukharin. 1 understand ‘ that the chief question in-
volves the struggle that must result in a European revolution,
and that America in the present period can play no such decisive
role. It is clear that Comrade Treint, in trying to prove that
North America has turned away from Europe in order to settle
itself firmly in other. countries of the world, has over-estimated
the role of the Latin :American countries. :

Let me submit a few figures to show that as a markef for
industrial and finance capifal Latin America has so real an
importance for North America, that we must give it special
emphasis. Thus, e. g. in 1926, out of a total of 10, 437 million
dollars which North America invested in the whole world,
4,255 millions went to- Latin America, viz., more thap 40% of
the total capital invested by North America’ went intoi Latin
America. Much more interesting ‘is the fact, howevé?, that of
these 4,255 mhillion dollars, 3,203 million was invested in industry
and only 1,015 million put at the dispesal of the vatious gowverh-
ments in the form of financial loans. ) :

In the year 1913-14 North American foreign trade with
the Latin American countries amounted to 735 million dollars. In
1022, this figure rose to 1,318 million dollars, in 1923, it amounted
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to 1,685 million dollars, in. 1924, to 1,935 million dollars, and
in 1925 it rose to 2,095 million dollars. This means that North
America has trebled its foreign trade with the Latin American
countries. These figures show that Yankee imperialism has the
opportunity to get rid of its industrial and fnance ocapital as
well as its industrial products in-the Latin American countries.

The form in ‘which the imperialist penetration of these coun-
tries proceeds likewise plays a big role in the problem of stabili-
sation during the present perica. For examiple, why is North
America constantiy gaining ground in the South American coun-
tries, and more and more crowding out British imperialism?
British imperialism, prior to the war, concerned itseli specially
with the export of raw materials, with working them wp in the
Metropolis, and then re-selling the finished products in the same
countries from which it had arawn the raw materials; with this
policy British imperialism hindered all industrial or even eco-
nomic. development of these countries and thereby played a con-
sequent reactionary role.

‘Narth American imperialism -is more clever, more intelli-
gent, more elastic.

A further factor likewise, worked to the benefit of America
during the war. During this period England was forced to
neglect the South American markets to a very great extent,
in order to concentrate upon war industry, and this led to the
arising and development of small national industries in practi-
cally all of the Latin American countries. During this time North
Aimerica likewise busied itself almost exclusively with marketing
its manufactured goods and to a certain extent filied the role
formerly held by England. But the Latin American countries
passed ‘a series of protective tariff laws for -the purpose of
checking the importation of foreign goods, and of protecting
their industries against foreign competition. And here, the cun-
ting of North ‘American imperialism comes to life. Since it was
impossible to put over its mastery through the sale of its finished
products ‘it endeavoured to penetrate the national indusiries by
investing its industrial and finance capital there.

What is the importance of the Latin American countries
irom the standpoint of raw materials? The Latin American
countries contain all the raw materials necessary for the deve-
lopment of indusiry. dn these countries, there is a surplus ot
petroleum. As the comrades know. an investigation. by an inte:-
national commission established that aimast 55% of the world
total of petroleum is to be found in South America. We have
in addition cotlon, rubber, nitrates, copper, zinc, etc. efc., in
short everything that is necessary to the development of big
industry. The actual struggle that is now taking place down
there must be considered in connection with the struggle on a
world scale for raw materials. :

The imperialists are not. so much concerned about the im-
mediate ‘exploitation of these raw materials, they only wish to
establish reserves against the time when they will need these
sources of raw material. This is at stake in the struggle for
raw materials in order 1) to prevent the penetration of the rival
imperialism, 2) to establish for itself a reserve that can be
atilised at the moment' it is required by its industry.

" Let wus take petroleum for examiple, everyone knows that
Mexico holds: second place in the world production for petroleum.
But in the other South :American States also new peroleum
fields have been discovered that were heretofore unknown. In
Venezuela: for instance, the extraction of -petroleum was only
begun in 1922 with' a hali-million barrels. Last year the pro-
duction had already risen to 35 million barrels. It is very .easily
possible that in the next 4 or.5 years the Macaraibou district
will: develop into ome of the chiel producers of petroleum. The
same. can be said of practically all of the South American coun-
tries. To. this must be added that all of these districts are in
the vicinity of the Pacitic Ocean, that transport is facilitated by
pavigable streams, and, that for this reason this petroleum can be
sold to the European States cheaper than by Nerth America.
These: facts show why. the ;greed of the imperialist states is
directed towards South America. The same can. be said of copper
production. In Chile in 1914; about 46 million, tons of copper
were mined. In 1925 already. 207 million tons. The production of
nitrates rose from 488 million tons.in 1914 to 909 million tons
in 1025. Capital invested’ by North. America thas risen from
25 million dojlars in 1914 to 350 million dollars in 1925, From

‘these figures the development of certain industries, the exploita-
tion of raw material resources, amd”the penetration of North
 American imperialism is distinetly “visible.

~ What are the consequences of the imperialist penetration of
these countries with regard to thé ré¥Bationisation of the masses
of workers ‘and peasants? Comfadés]*evéry day we can read
reports in the newspapers about' né¥ revolutions in Nicaragua,
Honduras, Brasil, etc. That is a fact. Formerly the revolutions iin
these countries were simply a result of the rivalries between the
generals, big landowners, over. who. should govern. But now
these revolutions have a social character, and are based upon

the -workers and peasants who are beginning to play a serious
role. o, ’

In Central America we have a nafional-revolutionary move-
ment of petty-bourgeoisie, workers and peasants, which aims at
creating a government similar to that of Mexico, i. e, a govern-
ment which .aims at giving the land to. the peasants and at
changing the economic structure of the coaamtry. In Venezuela
and in Columbia there have already been a number of revolis
iaunched by peasants but the benefits of which were reaped
by the bourgeoisie, these revolts were in the main directed
against the big landowners or against the foreign enterprises
in the various areas occupied by the imperialist concessions. In
Chile, e. g., there have alréady -béen two attempts at social
revolutions. The workers have-definite organisational traditions
and are unquestionably inclined to revolution, but the petty-
bourgeoisie has thus far always held them back.

The situation in Mexico is known:to the comrades. In this
country there is unquestionably: a delinite social transformation
in process. It is true that the present-day petty-bourgeois govern-
ment is trying with all means to hinder .the development of
the revolutionary movement, yetjit is also certain that under the
pressure of the workers and, peasants, it was compelled to effect
certain reforms, and in some cases .it was forced to order the
distribution of land to the peasants. Through this a peculiar
situation is created which makes possiple the increasing revolu-
tionisation of the country, and which creates. a base of support
for the revolutionary propaganda in,the other South American
courttries. Lo e

In summarising, 1 believe that the Comintern should devote
somewhat more attention to. the strpggle that is developing in
the Latin American countries.” In 'gemeral we must set the
following tasks:' Lo

1. We must force the Mexican petty-bourgeoisie to carry
out the revolutionary reforms wof the programme om which it
achieved power; IR TR

2. We must support the natibnal-reVolationary development
of the Central ‘American countries, 4nd ‘of the northern portion
of South America; ) : '

3. We must, finally, support the’"re\‘/dliutionary movement of
the Brasilian petty-bourgeoisie. S )

In short, we must be clear s, to .the, position of Latin-
America as a potential market for ﬁfsﬁ‘e, imperialist powers, espe-
cially North iAmerica. T e b

.- This is the reason ‘why,: 1 believe, in the course of the
anti-imperialist campaign on a, werld scale,..we must keep in
mind the necessity of strengthening our active iront in the Latin-
American cbuntries. In view of #the expériences of the revolutions
in the colonial countries (Chinh, Inddflésia; etc)) ‘we can make
bases of support of South and ‘Central America in the fight
against capitalist stabilisatidn in Buropé, and’ against the de-
velopment of the North Américaifl Inieptialism, we can muake
here bases of support for tvhefwoz)ffd féveltition. (Applause.)

FIEREL: 11 FRN FERF P B SR :

pifwe 9ot

Comrade STERN:{Czechosloyakia):

1 believe that in general ‘T’ ¢ari '$peak in ‘the name of our
whole delegation, primarily -bépause | wie;pre - completely agreed
in consideging the basic lige obdhe Hhsis cerrect. But I am not
quite sure that 1 can say whether.dil domrades of out.delegation
will agree to every formulation I!may mmke, For this reason I
would request that not the delegation, but only I, personally,
be held responsible. Yook

It is a truism to say that the problem of stabilisation does
not interest us from the viewpoint of philosophic love of truth,
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but solely from the standpoint of tactical consequences, we must
be as concrete as it is at all possible to be. It is clear that sta-
bilisation is the basic problem and I believe that one of the most
inexplicable mistakes of the Russian Opposition was that, when
they were so to say, in the full possession of ‘the militancy at
the July Plenum, none of the leaders of the Opposition dared
to raise the problem of stabilisation. 1 believe that they thereby
sealed and justified their doom in advance. From the tactical
significance there proceeds the full importance of Comrade
Bukharin’s idea that the question of stabilisation must be looked
upon as a differentiated one.

Here we will find in ‘essential difference between oqur position
and that of the Social Democrats. We must put the weight of
our consideration upon the decisive points at which capitalism
is weak, while the Social Democracy first of all points to the
situation in Amrerica where capitalisnr is strong in order to
intimidate the proletariat, in order to permit the situation to
appear more optimistic for capitalism. A revolutionary situation
m Germany would of course be decisive in the appraisal of the
pieture as a whole, even if the situation were stable in America.
Yet although we have a revolutionary situation in China the
situation as a whole cannot yet be designated as an immediately
revolutionary one, for what is involved there is not as yet a
proletarian revolution, but, instead, a national revolution, of
which Comrade Bukharin has wvery correctly said there are two
possibilities, and iof which the results must change the situation
also in Europe.

We must also differentiate this question ‘because it is not

enough to re-state that the old thesis of the relativity of stabilisa-
tion ‘has proven itself correct through the recent events. Certainly
these recent events proved the correctness of this thesis but from
a tactical viewpoint we are interested primarily in the effect of
these recent events. Between the two formulations, of the last
Executive and today, big important events have happened. We
must put the question ot whether these events have had a posi-
tive or negative effect; upon this our tactic depends. I believe
that in the theses and in the report of Comrade Bukharin this
question was answered very clearly, in that these events were
presented as a tremendous breach in the systemr of capitalist
stabilisation. v ‘ ‘

But 1 believe that we must differentiate also in another
connection. The concept of stabilisation contains two sides,
which however, I believe, have not been kept separate from one
another with sufficient clarity. By stabilisation wof capitalism
we understand, firstly, a ocertain consolidation, but secondly,
also the question of whether capitalism is om the ascent or
descent. If the question is put in.this way: has capitalism still
a certain stability, a question decisive for our tactics, then it
must be said that we still have a relative and partial stabilisation.
But if we put the question this way: which tendency predominates
in the so-called convalescence or decline of capitalism, then we
do not for the first time today record the general tendency
towards capitalist decline, even though within the frame of this
general decline there is ascent and descent. We must establish
whether at the moment we are to record an ascent or decline
of capitalism. In this respect, after a differeritiated consideration,
we must strike our balance. We must of course be careful in
judging such an important question, but with all due caution we
may say today that for us the positive sides trémendously over-
balance the negative sides. The most important of these “are
summarised in the introduction to the theses: the British decline,
the British strike, the Chinese revolution, the Socialist ascent
in Russta.

In these great events of recent times, what is there negative?
America, and a certain strengthening of the bourgeoisie in
connection with rationalisation. But both of these factors are
themselves upon a very weak foundation from a capitalist stand-
point. Even in America the situation is not all too rosy. With
regard to rationalisation, edough’ has been:said about this here,
that the rationalisation is of a declining character and that it
extraordinarily intensifies the contradictions of capitalism. Tt
is not altogether correct when Comrade Bukharin says-that all
Social Democrats at present describe the development of capita-
lism very rosily. Otto Bauer,n who is notoriously one of the
cleverest Social Democrats, at the recent Party Congress of the
Austrian' Social Democracy, tried to 'give a picture of the workd
situation, and this picture ‘is by no means a rosy one..

In the Social Democratic “Vorwarts” of July 5th, I find
the following statements: In 15 out of 28 countries during the
last year imports as well as exports have become considerably
smaller, in eight out of these 28 countries both imports and
exports together became smaller. In only two countries, New
Zealand and Norway, are both imports and exports higher.
This also is no optimistic picture, and still more pessimistic is
the enumeration of the reasons therefor.

As to the tactical consequences from all this I should like
to remark:

In a situation such as that which confronts us today, —
and this is confirmed by recent experiences — major struggles
in any one couniry must immediately take on a much greater
international significance than heretofore. We see this in the
case of the Chinese revolution and we see it above all in the
tremendous British Miners’ Strike. I believe that it is necessary
to focus our entire leadership tactics upon the hastening of the
development of the Commumist International into a world Party
so that it will become more and more able to direct international
acticns. The immediate direction of an international action can
proceed only from the Comintern. '

I believe that it was a shortcoming on our part in that we
failed to give sufficient attention to the question of the international
miners’ strike. There are still many workers who say, now ‘is our
chance tto improve our conditions. Al workers realise very well
that this is a favourable situation for their own struggle.

In a number of countries, in Germany, Czechoslovakia, the
demand was raised for an international miners’ strike, but the
international executive did not concern itself with a systematic
struggle for this slogan. This was a mistake. We now see a
militant movement of the miners which seeks to use the market
conditions caused by the British strike, This was a necessary
development which we should have foreseen and accelerated by
throwing greater vigour into the idea of propagating an inter-.
national miners’ strike.

At this point there are in place also a few words concerning
the international character of the Russian revolution. The Russian
Opposition is wrong when it declares that the claim of the
possibility of a victory of socialism in Russia is a weakening
of the international character of the revolution. No manner of
artful citation can deny that Comrade Lenin established that in
Russia all of the pre-conditions for the building of socialism
are at hand and the facts show that Socialism is being built
up here in Russia. But this in no way alters the international
character of the Russian revolution. Every success here streng-
thens the struggle in other countries, and every success there is an
aid for the workers and peasants in their serious struggle here.

A few words on rationalisation. I believe that it is im-
possible for us to say that we are only against the consequences
of rationalisation. In Comrade Bukharin’s report capitalist ra-
tionalisation is clearly presented as an attack upon the workers,
as an intensification of exploitation. It is clearly shown that the
Social Democrats advocate rationalisation for counter-revolu-
tionary motives. We cannot facilitate the intentions of the Social
Democracy by taking a neutral posifion on rationalisation, by
giving rise to the appearance that ‘the technical improvements,
the - machines, are the esseritial® things in rationalisation. Of
course, it is true that we aré not against new machines, new
improvements in ‘technique, ‘but we must mobilise the masses
for resistance against the real essence of rationalisation.

In conclusion I should like to declare that we need not
content ourselves with the statement that we are now between
two waves of the revolution, but instead we should emphasise
the sides favourable to us. Of course we must avoid all -the
more succombing to an wltra-Left ‘nervousness, and we ‘must
combat such tendencies as the smashing of the Anglo-Russian
Committee, and the withdrawal from the Kuomintang Party,
for such tendencies originate in a false appraisal of the situation.
But we need no longer apply the tactics of retreat, instead ours
are tactics of gathering our forces; the recent great world events
must inevitably take effect first on the economic field and then
of course in political struggles. Comrade Trotzky is wrong
when he puts the question of stabilisation only politically, yet in
fact we have a series.of political crises piling up in the capitalist
countries 'which are  contiguous to economic events .and which
must be taken into eomsideration in-forming a judgement of
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the whole. The whole situation demands that we expect coming
struggles and that we prepare for the samz,

Comrade PRUCHNIAK (Poland):

Comrades! The Polish Déleg’atién adheres to the fundamental
theses in the printed and oral reports of Comrade Bukharin as
well as of Comrade Kuusinen.

In his report Comrade Bukharin counts Poland to those
countries which are stabilising themselves upon a level of mi-
sery; he counts it among the countries of decaying- capitalism
— which is absolutely correct. Under the existing capitalist
forms an industrial development of Poland is unthinkable. Not
only is it impossible for Poland to keep up the present level
or maintain ifs existence under the present gemeral conditions
as a.capitalist country, but it must even shut down part of its’
industry.” The ‘various attempts of the Polish bourgeoisie to’
maintain economic independence and their own industrial deve-
lopment, the various stabilisation attempts of the Polish bour-~
geoisie have gone bankrupt. The effort, submitting to necessity,
of stabilising Poland as an agrarian country, a source of raw
material, a semi-colony of foreign capitalism — found its expres-
sion in the Fascist coup of Pilsudski. .

But the new programme of the Polish bourgeoisie must,
sooner or later, go into a similar bankruptcy as all previous
attempts to stabilise and consolidate their power. Bankruptcy is
inherent in the inner contradictions of this programme. Pilsudski’s
assumption of power coincided, in point of time, with a tem-
porary favourable market condition. The Pilsudski Government
and Polish Fascism have received, so to say, an economic
breathing spell, primarity as a result of the British strike, which
gave Poland a chance to export coal to Great Britain and to
other countries. As a result of the favourable export conditions
for grain and lumber, there was a favourable balance of trade,
the currency was stabilised and unemployment reduced by a half.
Thereby - Pilsudski got a chance to manoeuvre inside of the
country and to consolidate his power. Pilsudski has the whole
army -in his hands, since he has literally bought, with money
in the form of increased salaries, the whole officer and non-
commissioned officer corps of the army. - l

_ Simultaneously, Pilsudski raised his militia (Schiiizen) or-
ganisation, which numbered 50,000 men in February, to. a
total of more than 300,000 men, organisationelly anchored in
the whole of Polish territory. Pilsudski has taken to himself*
the entire: governmental apparatus and has put his own people
everywhere, while at the same time delivering the full farce .of
his blows against those parties which got into his way in his
carrying out of his role. '~ o

The smashing of the old parties, the dissolution of the Sejm,
the attempts to win contact with the various classes through
their economic organisations and behind the backs of the old
political parties, are extremely characteristic and significant for
the Fascisation of the inner life of Poland. He is trying also to
Fascisise the trade unions. Of course these efforts on. Pil*
sudski’s part are being supported by our social traitors, the
P.P.S. The whole of these ‘P.P.S. people, the open Pilsudski
followers as well as these who claim to be Pilsudski opponents,
are in fact his. supporters and an inseparable section of the”
Pilsudski State apparatus. Of this there cannot be. the slightest
doubt on our part, or on the part of the Polish workers.

Pilsudski’s policy towards the working class could not be
anything but a policy of an offensive against the working class.
This offensive was carried out in various ways, by means of
«direct terror as well as by arbitration courts in the economic
clashes between capital and labour, or also ‘through direct
attempts: at *bribery. o ST

Pilsadski’s policy against the working class is the liquida-
tion of all its political and social achievements. o

Pilsudski’s policy against the peasants is a liquidation of
even, those land reforms that were adopted in the past by
the Sejm. - S
" Pilsudski’s policy against the national minorities is a policy
of further perseciition of the masses of the population, combined
avith attempts to bribe the leaders of the national minorities.

Against our Party and the revolutionary movement his
policy is one of Terror, of combat for life or death. The press
meports that machine guns were used against our ‘political pri-
soners at Lodz.

At the present time the transitory favourable market which
the Pilsudski government enjoyed for a time must be considered
as approaching an end. I might indicate the systematic worsening
of the trade balance due to the rising prices at home, and that
the negotiations with Germany followed a very difficult course
in which Germany took bourgeois Poland by the -throat ana
made the road to foreign loans a much more difficult one than
Pilsudski and his supporters at first expected.

The weakening of Great Britain through the Miners Strike,
China, etc., weakens the position of Pilsudski. 1f in nothing
else, this is expressed in the failure of Pilsudski’s plans for the
formation of a Baltic Entente under Polish hegemony against
the Soviet Union. :

The leftward march of the working class in Poland is
a fact that is expressed in the growth of the opposition .in the
trade unions, in the consolidation of the “Leit P.P.S.”, and
also in a certain increase of the membership figures of the trade
unions.

Particularly clear-cut is the discontent of the peasants in
Western Ukraine and Western White Russia. In the last three
or four months the gigantic peasant organisation “White Russian
Gromada” arose with more than 50,000 members. This “Gro-
mada” is at present being persecuted by the government and
there can be no doubt that all efforts will be made to prevent
the further growth of this organisation, as well as to shatter
the entire peasant movement. We may observe a similar process
of peasant organisations in Western Ukraine, where recently
two formerly divided peasant organisations united into a “Pea-
sants and Workers League” and now exercise a big aftractive
power upon the masses of Ukrainian peasants.

" We believe that we are confronted with a wave of new
struggles and new strikes, and it is the task of our Party to put
itself at the head of these struggles.

Our mistake on the oceassion of the May events have
created a big crisis in the Party. A discussion is in progress’
in the Party for the purpose of disclosing all of the causes of
our mistakes and the shortcomings of our practical work, so
that we overcome them. There can be no doubt that the dis-
cussion involves a certain price that will make itself felt also in
the work of our Party. Nevertheless since, on the basis of a re-
vival among the worker and peasant masses, our Party has not
lost its influence upon these masses despite its mistakes, ana®
since it is developing in the course of the struggle, I can express
the firmest assurance that we will soon overcome our internai
crisis. -

The task of the Party is to put itself at the head of the
struggles that we are unquestionably approaching.

It is our task, despite Fascist terror, despite illegality, to
find an approach to the broad masses, in first line through the
trade unions and the various kinds of legal mass organisations.
It is our task to conduct an agitation against the menacing danger
of war against Lithuania, as well as against the Soviet Union,
to put ourselves: at the head of the peasants’ struggle for land,
at the head of national minorities’ struggle for liberation and
national self-determination, for the rights of the working class,
and for the maintenance of revolutionary organisations of the’
working class and peasantry.

1t is our task to take over leadership in the struggle against
the P.P.S. and Fascism, for the workers and peasants govern-
ment, and we are convinced that ‘we shall be able to cope with'
these tasks regardless of the mistakes we have made and aii
obstacles we may encounter. (Applause.)

Comrade THALMANN (Germany):
"~ (Received with applause.)

‘Comrades; if we compare the situation at the time of the
tast Enlarged Executive with that which prevails today, we
immediately see a very big diffierence. When we were gathered
here last time we had a relatively quiet situation. This time our
meeting is held under the direct impress of a aumber of tremen-
dous events in international politics. Let us consider the three
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most important big events since the last Enlarged Executive: the

Polish overthrow, the General Strike and coal strike in England,
and the Chinese Revolution’s successful break through; the’

fighting Chinese armies in the last months have conquered a

tserrit‘ory whose area is equal to the whole of the West Europeant
tates.

While in Germany we find ourselves in a period of relative
stabilisation, in China there is not merely an acute revolutionary
situation, but. we might even say that in China today an actuai
revolution is in process. On the other hand the truly heroic
struggle of the British miners shows what a terrific force ang
what gigantic militancy is to be found in the West-Europear:
proletariat. . .

With the aid of the American capitalists the German bour-
geoisie succeeded in reorganising the foundations of its industry.
The German bourgeoisie has entered the League of Nations in
order to enrol itself once more in the course of imperialistic
politics. But in this it is conironted, neverifieless, with great
foreign and domestic contradictions. If it wants to compete on
the world market it must cheapen its production. By depressing
the wages, by worsening the conditions of labour, by the’
relentles oppression of the working ‘elass'— only by all these’
measures can it attain this goal.: Even if the German workers
do not as yet resist this offensive in the form of actions, we
can; nevertheless already note the beginnings. of such. activity:
Social conflicts will inevitably  take place in .Germany.. Stabili-
sation will produce revolutionary forces also in Germany which
will sooner or later break downand blast this stabilisation.

The German proletariat, which has eight years of revolu-
tionary experience behind it, which has learned from the battles
and .defeats of the Germap Revolution, will again arise and
tear asunder' the chains of capitalist oppression. The fime is
1ot yet here, but by a patient, persistent and painstaking activity
the Communists will bring it about. From this viewpoint we
have the right to set a revolutionary perspective for Germany
and Central Europe, just as the Italian Communists, even now,
under_the blows and persecutions of White Terror, never for, a
minide forget the future rising of the Italian proletariat.

Here and now, in the Plenum of the Enlarged Executive, I
want, to say that by its connections with the factories; by its
factory ‘nucleus work, the Italian Party was in position, despite
illegality and the severest persecution, to create legal possi-
bilifies ‘which, thanks te the heroism of the Communists and of
the revolutionary Italian working’ class, help furnish the pre-
mises for the collapse also of Fascism.

Comrades, the primary revolutionary factor today is the
Soviet Union. It exerts the most powerful influence upon the re-
volutionary movement, upon the proletarian class striiggle. Hs
econoiric improvement and 'its’ building of Socialism are the
strongest argumients against capitalist stabilisation and against
the counter-revolutionary Imperialist policy of 'fhe international
Social-Democracy. A ‘

In fighting to win over the Social-Democratic and non-
Party workers, who, ‘especially in Germany, are slowly deve-
loping leftward, we see every day in our practical work how
strongly this argument works in our favour. The reports of the
Workers’ Delegations have exerted so tremendous an aftractive
power upon the workers that the Social Democratic Party is
even forced to propose the expulSion, and actually 16 expel,
various members of their Party, who were delegates to the
First and Second Workers’ Delegation: This is a proof that it
fears the great influence of these report meetings upon its ranks.

Comrades, in this connection. we see also the real objective
meaning of our recent struggle: with the ultra-Leftists in our
Party. In our inner Party struggle there was involved nothing
less than our Party’s relation to the Soviet Union — its. develop-
ment for or against the Proletarian Dictatorship. Had the wultra-
Leitists been victorious in this struggle, then the largest Com-
munist Party of Western Europe would today be an instrument
of the foes of Soviet Russia. I am not speaking about the petty
factional struggle, the complications of which have been fought
out in the Party ever since the appearance of the Open Letter,
and which are not altogether overcome even yet; 1 speak
about its great political .content, Germany has foday embarked
ifull-tilt upon the course of anti-Soviet foreign policy. From the
standpoint of imperialist strategy it has become one of the most
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important links in the Imperialist battlefront agains the Soviet
Union.

In case of an intervention the attitude of the German wor-
king: class is of decisive importance. Within the German wor-
king class the Communist Party is the onmly organised. power
that has written upon its banners the unbreakable alliance with
the Russian proletariat, and deadly emmity against Imperialism.
This revolutionary force, the wultra-Left petty-bourgeoisie wanted:
to weaken and destroy in Germany. But the Party as a whole
has smashed this petty bourgeois ideology, for the most part it
has destroyed it down to the roots, and has thrown its worst
advocates out of the Party, At the last Enlarged Executive Ruth
Fisher and Urbahns announced a severe crisis in the German
Party, in exactly the same way as, in Germany, they announced
a severe crisis in the Russian Party and in the whole Comintern.
Their “analysis” today sounds like the fairy tale of the sunken
bell; neither the Comintern, nor the Russian Party, nor the
Communist Party of Germany are in a crisis, instead, they are
marching forward and making revolutionary progress. Ruth
Fisher and Urbahns on the other hand have taken flight in &
joint Reichstag ticket with Katz and Korsch, against -whom, only
at the ‘last Enlarged Executive, they - were polemising noisily:
With this they have finally turned their backs on the Labour
movement.. The victory over ultra.Left anti-Bolshevism was the:
most important success of our, work during the.last year. It
was the most. important success because the question.of ‘the life
of the German Parfy depended upon the outcome of this struggle.
Of course this hard ‘serious sfruggle that we had t0 wage inside’
the Party demanded a high political price, to a certain extent
it has had a restrictive effect upon the development of the. Party.
Thus in Berlin, since the publication of the Open Letfer, we"
could only go forward step by step in the ideological struggle
for leadership. And only through this continuous ideological
work upon the members, through persistent tireless work within

" the Party, have we brought it about ‘that we have a leadership

today which représents the interests of the great majority and
the potitical line of the Party and fhe Comintern. The resuli
of this inner Party struggle has''shown -that the faith of the
membership in the Comintern and in the Soviet Union, that the
class ‘consciousness of the entire Party was stronger than all
the wultra-Left endavours to disturb-and disrupt” ;

If we consider. the development of the German bourgeoisie,
as it is aiready presented in the written report of Comrade
Bukharin, . it is to be noted that. since, 1923 a strengthening of
German capitalism has taken place. The German bourgeoisie
has succeeded in various things; it has blown up the Versailles
Treaty, it has enrolled .itself in Impenialist politics by entering
the. League of Nations, it is no.longer as hitherto in the tow of’
England and France, there are today opportunities in which it
already takes an independent position.

oIn this respect we .undoubtedly. see domestic and foreign
political progress, in the process of stabilisation. Furthermore
a new Imperialism‘is growing in Germany which, in relation to
othér capitalist countries, ‘slowly develops so as to show an
entirely differetit feature. The Germat' bourgeoisie today has noi
such high expenses for -army'and mavy as hive the other im-
portant capitalist countries. In this' tremendous fifiance-capitalist
monopolisation process and its  capitalistic rationalisation re-
thods, it has — except for the big social class struggles which
disturb it — less financial expenses than all of the ‘other bour
geoisies throughout the whole world. ’

In this connection, of course, the attitude of the Communist
Party towards all political questions, especially towards trade
union work, iS of tremendous importance. We shall have to
direct our attention to that struggle that can check the comsoli-
dation process of capitalism: the struggle in the factories. In
addition it is our most important task that we learn how to
win the masses for all serious everyday struggles which, ho-
wever, must be linked up with the revolutionary final goal. The
Social-Democracy, the trade union bureaucracy, are the mosi
important aides of the bourgeoisie on all fields' — they suppori
all measures for the smashing and clubbing down of the re-
volutionary front, they develop a villainous incitement agaimst
Soviet Russia, and for this reason we must, to an increased
extent, look upon trade union work as the most important for
us. We must overcome all shortcomings in our trade union
work.
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I shall try to enumerate certain defects in the frade union
work — defects and shortcomings from which not only the
German Party but all Parties must learn.

What hindered us in our trade union work was, on the one
hand, the October defeat of 1923, and the trade union crisis
which followed, in the course of which a certain K. A.P. in-
fluence revealed itself in our Party in the form of a lack of com-
prehension of the political value of general trade union work.
Qur Party and our functionaries are even today insuificiently
convinced of the tremendous importance of trade unmion work
for all the tasks of the Party.

Secondly, we suffer from a certain shortage of trained forces
who are able effectively to counter the craftiness of the German
trade union bureaucracy, to parry this craftiness of the German
trade umion bureaucracy with our revolutionary instinct and the
application of correct methods, tactics and policies. For this
reason we must unquestionably widen our basis on this field.

Thirdly, we must note a deficient connection of politics with
our trade umion work. All palitical questions upon the agends
on a German or on an international scale, are also the tasks of
trade union work. We must never forget that economics is
closely bound up with politics.

_ Fourthly, one of the weightiest defects and shortcomings is
in_fraction activity. 'We have fractions in the various larger
tradé unions, and we ‘have succeeded after the Open Letter in
again gaining' certain successes, whereas under the leadership
of Ruth Fisher our fractions had disappeared almost entirely.
We now have in the 600 locals of the Metal Workers Union,
already 300 actively working fractions. From the example ol
the Hamburg harbour workers’ strike, we have seen that only
through tireless “fraction ‘work was it possible for a few com-
tades 1o win about 15 to 18,000 workers for the strike. This
strike had a big political significance because it was the first
step in Germany against the trade union bureaucracy, against
the Social Democracy and against the employers, We did not
succeed in holding the harbour workers to the strike any longer
because a part of the workers themselves still laid value upon
the sstatutory requirement for a threeffourths majority. We, as
Communists, :{10 . have taken over respomsibility for the
launching ‘and leadership of the struggle, at the moment that
‘we saw that a part of the workers, fooled and betrayed by
their reformist leaders, bégan to wvacillate on the question of
whether  or not the strike was  to contifiue, did everything
Po'ssi’g'ﬁ‘e to continue the strike. Later we said that the struggle
is 'only being postponed, that it will continue. And today we
can already note the fact that the workers have served motice
against the general agreenmient and that probably on January Ist.
1027 the Hamburg hatbour workers’ strike will break out anew.

Fifthly, we can note that in general there has not been a
sufficient “utilisation of the wage struggles. This is a short-
coming that we must wipe out in the immediate future. :

Sixthly, there is the weak carrying out of international
trade union unity, which was particularly evident in Germany.
While we  did raise the problem here and there, a general
centralised work with regard to international trade union unity
was not carried on in the way in which it was absolutely ne-
cessary. Especially in connection with- the British coal strike,
we must declare at this time that we were not in a position
to carry out real action on the part of the German proletariat
for the active suport of the fighting British miners, even though
we triied to do so by all means.:

Seventhly: the insufficient resistance to the trade union
bureaucracy which showed itself in various meetings, con-
ferences and trade union congresses.

At these congresses our comrades do not always offer the
necessary revolutionary resistance against the reformist, trade
union bureaucracy. 5

At the Metal Workers Congress in Bremen e. g. we 'had
about a sixth of the delegates, but our fight against the policy
of the trade union bureaucracy was not altogether beyond
reproach. Our policy and tactics must be sharpened also on
this field. L

At the Miners’ Congress, where we received 40% of all
votes passed, our delegates were able to make a better showing.

Eighth: the insufficient campaign against expulsions in

somte organisations, In our general activity we must seek entirely
different, sharper measures against the trade union and Social
Democratic ‘bureaucracy.

We should not attempt to cover over these defects and
shortcomings by hunting aiter objective facts. Nevertheless we
are compelled to mention certain objective conditions that
contributed to the weaknesses and defects of the German Party.

1. Quite a large proportion of our members of the Com-

"munist Party are unemployed.

2. After a series of severe defeats in Germany from 1923
to the present time, it was extraordinarily difficult to convince
even the comrades who stood unreservedly om the line of the
C. C, that trade union work is one of the most important
political tasks.

3. The trade union bureaucracy is crafty enoiigh to put
forward fake slogans- and demands in every situation, against
which our own comrades are often in no position to counter
with our own slogans to a-sufficient extent. -

4. The Party has not yet recovered sufficiently irom the
reverse it suffered under the political leadership of Ruth Fisher.
It can and will only recover step by step. :

Despite the various defects and shortcomings our Party
can record various successes. The elections in the Metal
Workers’ Ution were a big step forward. We rallied 33% of
all-"votes behind' ws,” in which it must be considered that a
fourth of all locals' were ruled out, while at the elections to
t‘l:)e{ Trade Uniop Congress of 1925. we polled only 23% of the
votes cast, e n Lt e ey

The partieipation of Social Democratic delegates elected
by certain Trade Union Coluncils and organisations to the
Workers’ Congress, despite all the threats of expulsion issued
by the Social-Democratic and - trade ‘union leaders, shows our
growing political influence. Recently we have defended a correct
policy in the struggle against capitalist rationalisation and its
inevitable consequences. We have succeeded in winning . the:
broadest masses against the effects of this capitalist rationalisa-
tion ‘in the factories. The Factory Councils, Factory Delegate
Conferences, which we held on this field in the Chemical Trust,
Steel Trust, Electrical Trust, can be considered as the first be-
ginnings of our preparations for the capitalist attack. In addition
we ‘were in a position to raise also specialised partial demands
in -the struggle against capitalist rationalisation.

In the unemployed movement we also can record successes
of late. We have succeeded in getting the leadership. of the
unemplayed into our hands. In recent months a, beginning has
been mjade in practically all districts in Germany with the
formation. of - unemployed committees. Along with the un-
employed committees. wé held unemployed conferences in the
varjous most important industrial districts; these unemployed
conferences at the same time constituting the basis of the dele--
gations to the Workers Congress.

The nation-wide Unemployed. Congress, which is to take
place in comnection with the Workers’ Congress, has the follo-
wing tasks:

1. Organisation of the unemployed on a national scale;

2. The creation of organisational ‘connections ‘for the un-
emjployed. ,

3. Close contact between the unemployed and activity in
governing bodies down to the last municipality. - )

4. Formation of a National Committee of Unemployed which
is to constitute the general central connection between 'the un-
employed throughout all Germany.

In the campaign for the expropriation of the ruling houses
we succeeded for the first time in correctly ‘applying the united
front tactic to a partial demand. If in 1924 under Ruth Fisher
the Party found itself constantly in the wake of ‘the Social
Democracy, this campaign for the expropriation of the ruling
houses 4s a proof that with the correct application of the united
front tactic the S. D. P. is forced, under the pressure of the
masses, to fall into the wake of the Communist Party.

The popular referendum campaign has also a special im-
portance, because throught it the Leftward. development of the
German workers was pushed forward. - -~
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I should like to add a few very short remarks about the
activity of the Party with regard to the Workers’ Congress:

1. The Workers” Congress is of impontance because various
political questions will: be raised at it not only by ithe Com-
munist participants, but -also by delegates from outside our
ranks. Sl

2. We shall have to.succeed at the Congress to bring
together centrally the unify committees that exist, or that are
stil to be organised, in the various parts of Germany.

3. We shall have to try 4to) Hstreng-then the organising of
the Left Wing. ey .

4. The Congress haé' a- demonstrative character, in that it
will raise the militancy, the readiness for struggle, of the German
workers. The work" that was carried on before the ‘Congress
convened was in itself already-a work of politically enlivening
the masses. Of course the Congress is no cure-all for the class
struggle, but it nevertheless’ has'its definite significance, 1) in the
general systematic ‘ofganisation -of the masses for the struggle,
and 2) in that the Social ‘Pemocratic workers  see that at the
present moment the' Social :Democratic Party is doing nothing
for the proletariat.. : o ‘ )

Furthermore, through the “preceding National Unemployed
Congress -and the Workers' Céngress, the umited front between
the unemployed and thoSe “still in the factories will have to
be established. The alfjartce of the proletariat with the peasantry
and middle classes ‘Wiil’ifcce;ive"fsdppomt through the delegations
to the Congress. ¢ /o nosdn T

Now a few remarks about mass organisations. The mass
organisations -contiguous: tos the’ Party, such as the R.F.B. and
the ' R.F. M. B, . and »the'; already: long-lived TAH (WIR) and
IRH (IRA), reveal :a greatly. iaccelerated tempo:in their organisa-
tional ‘growth. It jis..our duly torwork in these organisations so
that these mass organisations, underthe leadership of the Com-
munists, will win greatimportance inlater struggles. '

' The Party, on’ thé one fiand, by averworking the executives
and on the other hdhd by 4 lack_,'oj “attention in the districts,
has not givén the necessary attention to the Youth apd women’s
movements. We miust 1ty o ‘dévelop in them the stromgest acti-
viity because we mfust realiSe that, as Karl Liebknecht said, to
thé Youth belongs " the Tuture. In' the women’s orgamisation the
Party must also de&‘(erdﬁ;jg‘i‘géftgf}' actiyity,.

Our general. theoretical iwork is still very weak. After the
Party Congress a central Party.school is to be established which
is to help overcome this shodtcoming. - ‘ :

Our own comrades must learn how we must make progress
in' persistent, tireléss and 'systematic detail work. In fthe trade
" union .work, in the factory waork, in the patfiamentary” work
we must record a series of oppbrtunistic deviations. Some of the
comrades in the Party ‘hold’ thé opinion that.in Saxony we
might tolerate also a governmént with the Right Social Demo-
crats. Furthermore, we: found, a;tendency in Mecklenbirrg which
go%;é a;(oot correspond to the political line of the Party. Similarly in

In certain parts of ‘Gerfitany. we'also find new openly liqui-
datory tendencies,‘Wh,ivch_re?rrfam_’ entirely without influence, as
e. g. in Esslingen, Wiirttémberg' and'.in certain other places.

We must putforth. fhe,g’()‘x_"rec't' Bolshevik line and carry out-

a really serious straighf course; against. the Left as well as the
Right deviations. G e ,

We are now confronted with the Party Congress and we
believe, that it must deal with 4wo general tasks: First, the inter-
nal consolidation of the Party, secomd, the struggle for the
leadership of the Gerthan working class. .

Comrade Kuusinen, ‘it his: remarks, said that especiglly .the
German Social Democracy undérstarls how to betray the masses
by means of a counter-revolifiéndry science without parallel in
the world. It follows that we must counter this with our revolu-
tionary science for the wimning of the masses on all the little
day-to-day questions, on all economic and cultural questions of
actual life. Not only in questions of high politics, but above all
things in the economic struggles which confront us today will it
be possible for us to win the confidence of the masses. Only
in this way, and only through this method of struggling, will
we realise our final slogans, ’

In conclusion, I want to say the following: What Comrade
Bukharin has said for the Communist Party of the world, we
can repeat for the Communist Party of Germany: We are, we
remain, the Party of the Revolution, of the Proletarian Dictator-
ship. In this and only in this sense are we the Party of the Pro-
letarian’ United Fromt, of mass work, of the day-to-day struggle
against the bourgeoisie. (Stormy Applause.) S

v

Comrade FERDI (Turkey):

Revolutionary events in the East have received s:pecylal aften-
fion during this discussion and in Comrade Bukharin’s report.
But unfortunately, there has been absolutely no mention ot the
Near East, which in the East, taken as a whole, constitutes the
very area where revolutionary movements have commenced and
where they are still continuing.

Therefore, I think it will be useiﬁl to deal briefly with 1he;sé
guestions.

)

STABILISATION.

There can, of course, be no question of stabilisation in these
countries in the Near East. There is quite the opposite to sta-
bilisation there. Nevertheless, in ‘certain couniries such as Egypt..
Persia, Afghanistan, there are certain repercussions of European
capitaliét stabilisation in the sense that the capitalists of the
big countri¢s have been able to invest capital in these Eastern
countries. This investment of capital, after a relatively short
space of time, led to a certain disintegration of the middle classes
in the Near East, and it is precisely, there that we should seek:
the key to the revolitionatry events in Turkey, Persia, Syria.

Indeed, certain strata“of the “middle, peasant or petty bour-
geois’ classes were forced to rebel againdt the influence ‘and the
oppression of imperialism. S

iIn the East, especially in the Near East the imperialists are
far from agreeing with one another. o

B . ' R N
PRESENT TENDENCIES OF THE LIBERATION
MOVEMENT: - Y

If the imperialist powers do not agree amongst themselves
on the question of shaning markets and influence in the Near
Eastern countries, I think that they are quite in agreemient when
it is a question of exploiting these Eastern peoples, and . of
strangling’ by every means their struggles for liberation from
the yoke imiposed upon them. ‘ o

This solidarity in regard to the subjection of the backward
countrjgs, despite antagonisms amongst the imperialist powers,
is alteady quite well understood and felt by the Eastern peoples.

iy

" and States. .

These peoples, first within national boundaries, have com-
menced to react against this oppression. But of late we see
that this will t6 struggle is “assuming ‘international dimensions,
i.'e., that these peoples are tending to unite one with the other
in order to fight with greater force against both the economic
and armed attacks 'of the imperialist powers. '

Manifestations of these acts of solidarity, of this regrouping
of the Eastern peoples, are especially perceivable of late  in
Turkey on the one hand and in the Hedjas.

. This regrouping of the oppressed peoples, is particularly

interesting to observe amongst the leaders of these movements

— to see Turkey, which has been considered to be- inclining

?wa..rds a rapprochment with imperialist powers, siding with
ussia.

Until last spring, Turkey retained her anti-imperialist ot
look, up to the moment she was forced to cede Mosul to the
Iraq Government, i. e., to- Great Britain. S

Turkey was driven to this capitulation by her imternal, ard.
above- all, financial situation. The financial situation was very -
difficult. ' i

The Kemalists believed that by this great sacrifice they would.
obtain effective support from the imperialist powers, which they
greatly counted on in order to put their finances on a sound
footing and to enhance the value of the country’s resources.

On the other hand, the imperialist powers consider they
have made Turkey capitulate,

Events have shown that both sides soon realised they were
wrong 'in this estimation.
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The events which took place on the occasion of the closing
down of the Foreign Chambers ol Commerce and of the arrest
of the Captain of the .French boat “Lotus” are very significant
in this respect. ]

‘This 'squable between the imperialist powers and Turkey did
not last for long. On.the one hand, the imperialists ‘wanted to
penetrate into 1urkey and participate in its economic construc-
tson; on the other hand, Turkey realised more and more that she
would not be able to achieve this work of econmomic recon-
struction without the aid of foreign capital. )

T'hus, aiter this very heated quarrel between the two parties,
we see that at the League of Nations session, France, the very
ocouniry that formerly attacked Turkey so violently, inspired the
Kemalists with the idea of demanding entry to the League of
Nations, which idea the Turks adopted with pleasure. -

But Turkey’s aftempt to find admiltance into the "so-called
European conclave of nations failed miserably. Turkey was re-
fused the permanent seat she demanded. : )

Only after these setbacks and the subsequent resistance of
the Kemalists to the iree penetration of foreign capital had be-
come evident did Turkey turn her eyes towards the East,

The Communist Patty of Turkey is of the opinion that as
far as Turkey’s foreign aifairs are concerned, the Kemalists for
a long time fo come will be obliged to conduct a see-saw policy
between the East and West. Facts will force them to understand
beiter -gveryday that the chief plank in ‘this policy should be a
definite rapprochment with the oppressed peoples. and with the
Soviet Unjon. o o o

THE ARAB MOVEMENT.

I wish to draw attention to Mecca, where an absolute mon-
archy of a rgligious kind is in, power. Already even: in the
countries, which are much more backward than Asia-Minor, the
need. 1§tor defence against the imperialist attacks is beginning to
be felt. ’ C : R
The Moslem world, also, which looked askance at the Turkish
Republic because of its anti-clerical policy, has had to become
reconciledtiwith Angora. During the Mecca Cdngress, which was
held last summer, Ibn-Saud odk :the #nitiative in calling on the
Kemalists to attend. The Turkish delegate was given a warm and
enthusiastic welcome. . ' LT o .,

" The idea of separating religion from State affairs is gainin
moré dnd mbre ground in_ the Arab world, The necessity o
economic and political * coflaboration, ‘of social solidarity in
place of religious ‘ties, is ‘becoming cledrer to.the Arabs. That is
already a great result. L ’ v . :

.PERSPECTIVES OF THE CHINESE REVOLUTION. .

I' will now furn to the questions of the perspectives of the
Chinese revolution, . , . L . o

~At“fmay be that the Chinese revolution will evolye in the
way itidicated by Bukharin, that is to say,"in a sqmewhat dil-
ﬁle?eg:’maﬁnexj' from that of Turkey. But this possilility is very
slight. o R : ;

Different etements must Be .coped with in China, from those
of Turkey. For example, during the Turkish revolution, the
proletatiat could not take any part'in the national independence
moveslent, betause all the provinces in which' the proletariat
is concentrated were occupied by foreign military forces, and
the Turkish proletariat had not as ‘yet' a ‘sufficiently = strong
profetarian party. S . ‘

- In ‘China, however, there is' now a Communjst Party with
tens. of thowsands of members and strong peasant organisations.
This is an important element likely to enable the proletafiat fo
play an important role in the revolution. ’

But mevetrtheless, in: relation to the area of the country a‘nd'

the dimensions of the movement, the Communist Pafty and the
Chinese, proletariat are very weak and undoubtedly the represen-
tatives_ of the middle classes at the head of the movement are
much stronger. :
We are thus inclined to:think that wntil victory comes; the
Chinese revolution will evolve the same way as in Turkey, with
Pigh

the difference that the organised proletariat will exercise stronger
influence ‘there. e

We must realise that this preffonderance of the middle bour-
geoisie in the revolutionary movesent constitutes a disadvan-
tage from the viewpoint of the: revolution. But .we want to
emphasise that even in this case .the -anti-imperialist struggle
would not be undermined to any marked extent. Even after the
armed struggle stops, the liberated population will be con-
fronted. with’ 4 -whole period in which the struggle will continue
with hatred and vigour equal to that-of ‘the armed struggle. The
continuation of the struggle in the economic field is an inevi-
table necessity for them. Eoo e .

The Chinese bourgeoisie, because of their ecomemic infer-
iority, even after victory will have.to gonduct a very intense
struggle against imperialism. In general, the national bour-
geoisie is too weak to continue this,struggle 1o a finish. They
have need of allies and these ailies .are; outside — the inter-
national proletariat and above. all ~the Soviet Union, which
is the representative of the wofld reyolufionary proletariat. At
home these. allies are the proletarjanised sirata which are being
and will be increasingly organised by the Communist Party.
. During this anti-imperialist;stcaggle, which will be of long
duration, the Communist Parties will be able:to extend their
influence very. quickly over .these deckassed:strata, and by or-
ganising and radicalising’ them, will .b€’ able to. get the bour-
eoisie (under the pressure of'{hese siraia)pto, conduct an anti-
imperialist policy. It ‘will, alsg;, be pgggypq:ilegi o conduct the
bourgeois revolution .to a. linish, by abolishing feudalism, and
introducing agrarian reforms and a solution of the .problem of
land distribution. . ) -

L . Zoadl GUOUS CHHEG S .

. We think_that things will‘evellye in-suely a .manner that the
bourgeoisie, as long as it preserves, pewery will ‘be. compelled
to. maintain its .alliance withy e rinternationd} proletariat and
its own proletariat, at ¢h¢yseme time maneeuvring. with. the
imperialist powers to' obtain: their.gssistance.” This: asswstance
will be very insignificant, hecause, the;impesialist poiwers would
never want to invest capital in counfries where they cannot
difpose ‘their political iﬁﬂuenc_if;"a ‘dfji'éqqt‘r",gr;f The  profound.
antdgonisms between the ifn‘é?ér;iai,is& ét; S and ‘the necessity for:
the hationalists to assert'th it - Hrddpen'd; i is bound. to create
contfintal- conflicts. T‘hese"manéegv 9§g;yvxﬁ lead ‘to the maturing
ot the proletariat; and bﬁidl‘s?"{l,%? bié‘,tif,%éo‘ifS’fe'.‘gu,.C'('?ﬁeds, in gon-
stfucting 4 solid basis for .gssfqz:bw‘ye;f,“%.id- completing the
cycle of its development, th¢” Coimmmist ‘Party, at the head
of.a- proletariat, sufficiently ' organised’ -and:.imvolved in the
struggle, and with the pooir peasantey! wmder it sinfluence, will:
be able to capiure power andi:establish the dictatorship ‘of the
proletar:lait,

: . B RS E O T F =T 4 H A LT R P H

.. In"contlusion, we want {0 regonynend the-Communist Parties
of ,ba;kwgrd countries to lead the.foiling mnasses .and the ruling
bourgeoisie incessantly. in . the- antisimperialist . struggle, ‘while
at 'the same time preparing iar; thg.seizure of power by the
proletariat .aljied. fo. the peasantry. ..oy o+ . SRl

1 would  also like to say ‘a few'wiérds’on the tasks of the
Infernational .in the Near::Eagtern” cotititéies: The Communist;
International should do everything possible fo strengthen the’
Communist. Parties. which have been  enigebled -by  the, White
Terror, -in such countries as Turkey, It should stimulate and
enoour-’a:ge_fhe Communist Parties. i, the imrerialist countries,-
such as France, Great Britain, ‘Spain and Ifaly,, to undertake
more active work than hitherto il “the’ revolutionary movement,
of the countries subjected!’ by theil’ respective imperialist go-
vernments; they should alsp endeavour .o prepare the ground
and the conditions necessary. for formifg inational-revolutionary
parties in_ the countries wherecthese do bt yet exist (Persja
and Algeria) and for stremgthening :tese Hational-liberation Par-
ties where they already ‘exist:i¢Fwnis; Palestine, Syria, etc).
Moreover great attention should, bgpaid te -what is happening
in the Hedjas, which is a_jield; iny, which  the acuteness of the
national-liberation. movement . of;dhe. Moslem -peoples will con-
centrate in the mear future. . . .. . .

(Close of Session.) -
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