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Comrade THALMANN (Chairman):

The eight Session of the VII. Enlarged Executive is opein.
Comrade Remmele will report for the Mandate Comimission:

Comrade REMMELE:

The Mandate Commission completed its work in the course
of four sessions. The Plenum consists of 191 members, of which
100 are voting delegates. Of this 100, there are 38 members of the
Executive, the rest are delegates. There are in attendance also
01 delegates with consultative votes. With regard 1o these consul-
tative votes, we had to make various deletions. Decidedly more
delegates were announced than for whom we issued mandates. We
proceeded on the principle that delegates with consultative votes
should be admitted only to the extent that the conditions unque-
stionably warranted. After this decision was made no protests
were received. .

* * *

The report is received unanimously..

Comrade TAN-PING-SHAN (China):

Comrades, | should like to make a few remanks on the
question of the peasant movement in China as well as on the
stabilisation of capitalism, questions which were dealt with by
Contrade Bukharin in his report.

We know that on the question of stabilisation several concep-
tions have been put forth here. One of these standpoints is that,
thanks to the formation of the Anglo-American bloc, the anta-
gonisms between England and America are alleged to be gradu-
ally overcome. Comrades, this is entirely wrong, for in reality

we see a competition between England and America for the
widening of their spheres of influence, we see how this com-
petition is being intensifield in.the Far East, especially in China.
Simultaneously the sharpening of the antagonism . between
America and Japan must be taken into consideration. These
antagonisms will in the future inevitably lead to an armed clash.

The second standpoint is that Europe is an American colony,
that capitalism 1is already cured and that it has now entered
upon the same high road of development it formerly trod. This is
also entirely untrue. I shall not take this question up in detail
since our delegation, the Chinese delegation, is in complete soli-
darity- with the standpoint of Comrade Bukharin. He has given
us a correct analysis of capitalist stabilisation, he furnishes proof
of its relativity, its partial character, its lability. He proves this
also from the standpoint of the present-day revolutionary
situation.

At the XV. Contference of the C. P. S. U., Comrade Bukharin
said the following:

“The international revolution is today marching in three
columns, in the East there marches a column of hundreds of
millions of the Chinese people, in the West, it advances in
the menacing strides of the British miners, and in the Soviet
Union — in the increased oflfensive against the capitalist
elements of our economy.” '

Comrade Bukharin, in his printed report to the Enlarged
E. C. C. 1, said further:

“At the present time the support of.the most important
centres of the international revolutionary movement — the
British workers, the Chinese revolution and the U.S.S.R. —
is one of the most important tasks of the Comintern.”
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Comrade Bukharin, in applying one of the fundamental
tenets of Leninsm on the question of the national liberation mo-
vement of the oppressed peoples and the proletarian revolution
also to the concrete reality of the present day, combines the three
chief factors of the present revolutionary situation into a united
front against their common foe, against capitalism, against the’
present capitalist situation, and thereby emphasises the role and
mmportance of the Chinese revolution as one of the chief factors
of the revolutionary movement of the present time,

" Now as to the question of the peasantry, as to the criticism
of the peasant movement, which was raised by Comrade Buk-

harin in his report. We heard from Comrade Bukharin about the "

mistakes of the Chinese Communists. He told us:

“The chief error committed by the Chinese Communist

Party, despite its generally correct policy, was the insuffi-
" cient attention of the Party towards the peasant question.
‘Unnecessary fear as to the development of the peasant mio-
vement and insufficient insistence on the necessity of conduc-
ting agrartan reforms in the areas occupied by the Kuomin-
tang constituted the main trend of the errors.”

The mistakes in the work among the peasantry ascribed to
us by Com. Bukharin, we of course acknowledged, yet we believe
however, that this mere acknowledgement is not sufficient. The
causes of the mistakes made must also be found in order fo
avoid their repitition and in order to remedy them. I believe that
these causes are the following: .

1> The C.P. of China is, as you know, numericaily still
wzak, and likewise also organisationally. At the time of the

Shangnai events of last year the Chinese Communist Party, grew

up in the process of the revolutionary struggle. It is today five
times as strong as it was prior to these events; yet owing to the
vast extent ol the country and the rapidly augmenting actvity
of the peasantry, the peasant movement arose spontaneously in
many places, thus, e. g. the uprising of the “Red Lances”, and a
number of other peasant organisations. Due to the lack of leader-
ship, the Chinese peasant movement is extremely unorganised,
it lacks a clear agrarian programme and uniform slogans for
which the peasantry of the whole country would fight.

2..The Chinese cogirades, especially with regard to the
peasant question, are still inexperienced and have little theoretical
train‘ng. The situation of the peasantry in China is a very comi-
plicated one. They still suffer under the prejudices and survivals
of the feudal order. Two years of the Chinese peasant movement
ives us still too little experience in order to cope with the
comy-iicated tasks that confront the revolutionmary peasant mowe-
ment in China. For this reason we hope to learn from the Com-
numist International and its Sections the theory and practice of
the pezsant movement. Only on this condition shall we be able
to solve the Chinese questiom, in spite of all its difficulties.

_Cur mistakes in the peasant question are also determined by
objective causes. The first of these causes is the following:
duning the recent years in the Chinese revolution the revolu-
tionary flood alternated with the revolutionary ebb, that is, at the
time when the People’s Army had to begin its retreat from
Pdving. and the national revohwtionary Canton army ‘had not
yet gone beyond the borders of Kwantung provinoe, we ine-
vitably had to consider, to a greater or less extent,the reactionary
mood..

At the same time however, it must be pointed out that even
now w2 have not yet worked cut an agrarian programme. This
is our greatest shortcoming.

Ttz szcond and last cause consists in that the Chinese revo-
lution urgently required a national-revolutionary united front,
a fromt of all revolutionary strata of the population against
thz imrerialists and against the feudal relics. We must safeguard
the inierests of the peasantry, but on the other hand we must
mzintzin and solidify the united front of the national-revolutionary
movemzaii. In so contradictory a situation it is not so easy to
maintain a correct tactical line. Our mistake consists in that we
did not sufficiently utilise this contradiction for the davelopment
of the roasant movement and for the simultancous consolidation
of the national wunited front.

These basic causes of our mistakes were recognised by us,
and w2 shall endeavour to coirect them in every possible way.

The position of - the peasantry in China consists in that
a process of the gradual concentration of land into the hands
of a group of big landowners is taking place, that the oppression
of the peasantry is growing daily, that pauperisation is in-
creasing, that the landowners are exploiting the peasants, without
taking -any sort of measures for the improvement of the con-
ditions of labour. One result of this is the ruin of agriculture
and ihe intensification of the class struggle on the cougtryside.
In such a situation we had to adopt the proper decisions in the
question of land tenure and the drawing in of broader masses
of peasants into political administration, otherwise we should
not be able to conduct the Chinese revolution to the end, nor
would we be able to hold the successes and achievements gained
recently.

What policy must we pursue in regard to the peasantry?
In this question we stand completely on the standpoimt of
Comrade Bukharin: the development of the Chinese peasant mo-

-vement, while at the same time maintaining the united front

of all strata of the population in the national revolutionary move-
ment against imperialism. I believe that the standpointof Comrade
Bukharin must serve as our starting point in solving the question
of our tactics towards the Chinese peasantry. Only this:stand-
point can protect us against Right or Left deviations ou this
question.

I shall refrain from any detailed discussion of the situation
of the peasantry at this time since an extensive description of the
oconditions of the Chinese peasantry was given in' my general
report on the Chinese question. -

Comrade RIESE (Wedding Opposition — Berlin):

Comrades, in considering the sphere of the tasks of the

- Communist Party of Germany as the leader of the masses we

must ask: How strong is German capitalism and whither goes
its course? The world war, which was essentially the struggle
for the division of the world market, robbad Germany of all
sources of raw material. Consequently, it was no longer possible
for Germany to find any sort of ‘major inprovement in its
position. The Ruhr resistance, instigated by the German bour-
geoisie, wag intepded to serve to. losen somewhat the shackles of
the Versailles Peace Treaty. Because of the superiority of the
Entente mations, the victors, in a military as well as econmomic
sense, * this Ruhr resistance inevitabiy collapsed aud German
capitalism surrendered: it agreed to the Dawes Plan. After the
Dawes Plan Germany could be considered only as a colony of
the wictorious countries.

. The relative stabilisation and the good market which, in the
opinion of certain comrades, we now have in Germany, will
b}::qcly(me considerably worse after the termination of the British
strike.

_ The fact that in the Ruhr area today, as in other coal
districts, big overtime shifts have been put on, that all the
yards which were glutted with coal prior to the British strike
are now empty — all this is not a sign of the beginning upward
development of capitalism, it is accounted for by the British
miners’ strike.

_ This disrupted economy is to be set going again through
rationalisation, which is being effected by German capitalism ‘n
the most brutal forms. At the XV. Party Conference of the
C.P.8.U., Comrade Bukharin said that Germany was developing
into an imperialism in full bloom. Since conditions have not
changed even through Locarmo and Thoiry, I believe that this
view of a Germany developing into full blcom imperialism is
surely wrong. I see absolutely no strengthening in German
economy, and if the comrades think that the fluid monay, which
we find in Germany today, is a symptom of the recovery of
Germany econcey, then I will tell them that this fluidity means a
depression, that this fluidity of money exists because the momney
cannot be absorbed in ‘German economy.

I look upon conditions in Germany, and upon the policy
of the Communist Party, somewhat differently from Comrade
Thilmann.

The ultra-Left in Germany last year, when the German
capitalists launched the rationalisation programme, when the
factories closed their gates and the unemployed spontaneously,
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without any leadership from the Communist Party, organised
demonstrations, demanded that the Communist Party put upon
its agenda the question of the unemployed, in closest connection
with that of the factory councils. We were thereupon told that
such proposals were anti-Leninist, anti-Communist and ultra-
Left sentiment, thaf it was necessary in our whole policy to take
into consideration the getting of the A.D.G.B. to interest itsel
in the questioh ‘of the unemployed. But when the A. D. G. B.
nevertheless did’ nothing ‘it was again our comrades who told
us that we had to separate ourselves from these unemployed
masses. Thereby the K. A. P.ist and syndicalist sentiments found
“wide-spread  acceptance among the unemployed. '

Now the German C.C. has recognised that it must actually
put itself at the head of .the unemployed movement. This means
a confirmation of our correct position, Thus we were punished
for something last year that the C.C. is now carrying out. .

We not only demanded a solution on. the -question of un-
employment, but we. also realised clearly. that the unemployed
question could: be solved. only in closest connection with the
factory councils. In an official article in the “Rote Fahne” we
read that the Hamburg strike furnished proof that one could
also lead struggles without and- even .against. the A.D.G.B.
This s -again’ a- confirmation of the position which we, as Leit
Communists, have advocated in Germany.

I'must state that on the basis of the slogan that comrades
in the factories count for more than those who are unemployed
— the comrades in the factories entertain the iMusion that: they
need not be so personally active imside of the factory because
they would be needed for struggles that are to be waged in the
future. b ‘ ;

The Berlin traffic workers presented the folowing incident
— the only one in history. They wanted to strike. A two-thirds
majority voted for a striké. After the Arbitration Commission
had granted a two piennig rise and this was tejected. the "Ar-
bitration Commission granted still another piennig. Thereupon
our comrades, as factory councillors, on ‘the instructions of the
léading bodies, proposed to take no” further vote but to accept
the proposal.” In ‘the spring it would bé titne enotigh to see
what would be:done, The next morrilig we had d hot time in
the factory because we, as Communists, without asking' the
masses, who wanted to strike, had ‘mgde the strike illusory. )

When Comrade Bukharin says that the Social Democratic
Party jn 1914 was a different one from that of today because
the present day Social Democrats haveé gone over frankly to
the counter-revolution, then I believe that this is absolutely
correct. Notwithstanding  this, this, counter-revolutionary Party,
suprorted by the Communists, can form a government in
Mecklenburg. ‘ ‘ '

(Interjection:
of the’ masses”).

Comrades, the results of the“elg;t;i'ons in_ sax'or_ly show a
Leftward swing of the German workérs, and this is also ex-
pressed in other elections that have taken place in recent months.
In an article headed “Our Victory”, (in the “Rote, Fahne?). if is
stated: “We were victorious because for the first time we went
into the election struggles with the bosic s'ogan: Dempocracy or
dictatorship of the proletariat; Capitalism or Socialism”.

But, comrades, are not theseithe claims of the German
Opposition? b ‘ :

Conirades, 1 spedk here on behalf of the Wedding Oppo-
siticn. In Saxony we are confronted with the formation of a
govermment, and it seems to me that not only the Weding
comrades, "biit other comrades also believe that the attilude of
the C.C. towdrds the question of a new government in Saxony
rather strongly resembles the 1923 course. We warned the C.C.,
we warned against such a policy as would actudlly lead back
into the 1923 channel. If we want to enlighten and lead the
masses, then we capnot sav today that the Social Democrats.
are counter-revolutionists while at the same. time vo'ing for
these counter-revolutionists, because we believe that they will
fulfi! the workers’ demands. ’

“In our tactics we must consider ‘the: mood

I come now to the inner Party course in Germany, which
cannot be designated as a Bolshevik and Communist one, 1
know, Comiade vhi'mean, thet this rourse as it hes been Sllo-
wed by ycuiuntil recently, is not one ‘that will give the Com:-
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muist Party a solid foundation, but instead it is one that will
help to shatter the last weak foundations that still exist.
(Laughter). o

Not long ago we conducted -a recruiting campaign in a
siluation that was_ objectively very favourable to the Communist
Party, and the Social Democrats, despite their unprecedéntetd
betrayal of the interests of the workers, also conducted a recru-
iting week. I believe that the Social Democrats, despite their ifi-
beiievable treascn, gained just as many members..as did the
Conmmunists... - : ' -

The workers, though they weére repelled by the policy of
the Social Democrats, and had broken ideologically with it,
uevertheless did” not come to us because, judging from . the
inner Party course of the C.P., they do not look upon ‘our
Party as their ideal. ‘ '

Another thing: Comrade Thalmann said in the discussion
that if the uvltra-Left had been victorious in' Germany the German
Party would have become the foe of Soviet Russia. (Interjection:
“Of course!”.) Comrade Thédlmann should defend that sefiténce
at the next delegate Conference of the Wedding . workets;: then
these Wedding workers will- tell him" how they stand ‘towards
the Sowviet Union. (Interjection: “We hope it will be different
from the declaration of the 700!”) Members of the' Central
Committee have .tried to brand us, because.of -our views, as
counter-revolutionists, anti-Leninists.. (Interjection: - by .. Thil-
mann: “That was Giwan!”’) Do not make. me:responsible :for:
the activity and views of those comrades who: are today: no
tonger members of the Party and who never held the views
of the Wedding comrades. [

(Interjéction: “Why are théy no longer Party ‘m2mbers?”)
I positively do not- defend the views of' Comrade Giwati, biit . .

(Interjection by Eberleinz “Ask for Giwaw’s xeadmission!’’)
We, iin- Wedding, adopted a resolution. in which we: Gaclare that
the position of Comrade: ‘Giwan : is. ‘wrong - and -that - .we
repudiate it. , o p o

As to the question of the new Reichstag list of the expzlled,
L rlepudiate it, it-does not conform with our Commumist pria-
ciple. - R : - i L

We fopght agaiust the Open Letter because, we knew that
this Open Letter represents the platform of the Right elements in
the struggle against everything in Germany that was Leit. This
is confirmed by the statement of Comrade Thilmann who said:
the victory over the ultra-Left was the result of the work of .the
last year. The work of the last year is supposed to be the
carrying out of the Open Letter. The carrying out of the Open
Letter ‘was therefore looked upon solely as the smashing of
everything that revedled itself o be Leit. ‘ i

(Interjection: “What is Left?”.)

‘The former Central Committee, that was sacked, 1s reproached
with having entirely neglected the trade union :question, and now
Comrade Thilmann declares here today. that the present Central
Comimittee has likewise done nothing in this respect, but instead
that it will only qut.this question as the chief task.for the
coming period. ' ;. T

All in all it must be established that the Right dangers that
ncw show themselves in the Communist Party of Germany are
a sign that penalties were dealt only towards the Left, while
the combating of the Right was enfirely forgotten. What has
been said here, that only the Russian'question was the chief
point in the oppositional sentiment, is false. We have' many
German questions to-discuss and we will continue this discussion

It

on the basic preblems in Germany.

In Germany terms of surrender are being presemted to the
s. It is demanded from them that they sacrifice their
conyictions, etc. On this just onme word. We stand upon the
position that factions have arisen in the Communist Party of
Germany becausz the inner Party course of the C.C. was a
grc‘?%' grnﬁ; If pt}f imagines th:atblau oppositional sentiment can
e kiled by arbitrary measures; by a campaion of sur ,
then logically a factic}:n will crystatlise. e m;sion,

. Factions cease to exist at the very moment when a Bolshevik
mmer Party course is actually embarked upon. ' i

il



1550

International’ Press Correspondence

No. 89

" Comirade SCHULLER (Y. C.L):

Comrade Riese has taken the greatest pains here mot 1o
present the wltra-Left tendency in the German Party as it really
is. We could all point out what a complete confusion is shown
in the quest.on of the perspectives. It has been shown how cor-
rect it is to say that on the question of stabilisation the Op-
position does not at all know what it wants. '

Comrade Riese came along wih the senseless statement that
stabilisation in Germany is only a result of the British strike.
As if stabilisation existed in Germany only since the British
strike! A year ago, even two years ago, Maslow himself spoke
about stabilisation. But Comrade Riese has forgotten this. with
such a policy one can lead the working class, the proletariat,
only inte dangerous paths. This is shown in the remarks that
Comrade Riese made on various questions of German politics.
What is our -appraisal of Hamburg, which lasted only a short
time, but which nevertheless marks the beginning of the activity
of the working dass in Germany? Comrade Riese tries, by means
of -a play on words concerning the “Rote Fahne” to minimise the
signiticance of Hamburg.

“ It iis ‘absolutely untiue that the Party members are divided
into first and second class members — into employed and un-
employed. . :

Eut no ome can deny that which the wmltra-Left refuses to see,
that one must first' of all work in the factories, this means, first
of all, in the trade unioms. Perhaps the Party did begin a little
tardily with work among the unemployed, but to make up for
this it carried the work through with all its power, and no one
can critioise this. .

Comrades, the wultra-Left indulges in demagogy. It plays
around with the unemployed. It is trying to use the unemployed
against the employed section of the workers, against the Party
and against our policies. This comprises the chief error of the
ultra-Leit. They look unon this question only as one of factional
advantage, as against the interests of the workers,

If, in the Party’s recruiting campaign, the Social’ Democratic
workers did not all -come over to the Party, then this is to be
ascrited solely to the Ultra-Leitists. How can we expect that
a Social Democrat who works together with Riese or one of
his colleagues in the factory to come over to the Party when he
hears 4rom him that Soviet Russia is not a proletarian State, that
Soviet Russia has been kulakised, that the Dictatorship of the
Peasant King, Stalin, is being prepared? On the basis of these
facts we can say that in a certain sense we have lost recruiting
power towards’ the Social Democratic workers, and the fault is
the Ultra-Leftists!

F.\mﬁhermore, if Riese says here, with a tragic voice, that
he will not tolerate our saying that he is against the Soviet
Unicn, then we must reply that such pathetic declarations are
not worth a farthing as long as one stands in one bloc with
elemznts that not ouly speak of a bourgeois degeneration, but
even call for an uprising, for a second revoluton against the
regime in the Soviet Union. If Riese says here that he does not
agrze with the views of Givan who demands this second revolu-
tion, but that he is opposed to the expulsion of Givan and
others like him, then this shows that Riese is still in cme bloc
with those elentents that are hostile to Soviet Russia.

With this I will close my remarks against Riese, since I
wish to turn to certain other dquestions, first of all to the question
of Ratignalisation. :

I should like to advocate that, in the question of rationalisa-
tion, we do two things: ;

First, to give the most complete description of the essence
of rationalisation possible, and of the meaning of the same,

Se~ondly, the most complete possible slogan in reply to
rationalisation.

‘As far as the slogan is concerned, we should be guided
by the following trend of thought:

First, the vrincipal foundation of the slogan should be:
Fight against Capitalist Stabilisation;

Second, its weight should be wpon the formula: Fight
against the Consequences of Stabilisation; ‘

Third, together with this fundamental formulation and em-
phasis of the question, we should try to find some sort of general

. slogan that gives an answer to the general significance of the

Capctalist ohensive whith proceeds undger the watchword “Ra-
tionalisation”. A i ’

Why should we make these proposals?

First,- because there are differences among us as to what
rationalisation really is., '

Second, because we must reckon with certain deviations of
a Right or possibiy also Left character, and we must therefore
express. ourselves clearly and distinctly.

‘There are tendencies to look upon rationalisation solely as
the introduction of new technical methoas, as if from the svand-
point of the engineer. I must point out that this is entirely
wrong. Rationalisation is not only the introduction of new
technical methods, but also all the other circumstances, above
all, the serious social consequences, which Comrade Bukharin
has enumerated. : .

Further, there are comrades who even put the question of
technique wrongly, ‘not only do they raise the question of
rationalisation solely from the viewpoint of technique, but they
even put this question abstractly. .

Froceeding from the correct Marxist standpoint that we are
not against technical progress, they are inclined to apply the
sentence ‘to present-day technical progress critically and ab-
stractly. 1 think that this is not correct. Marx writes, in his
“Capital”, about the relationship of labour and machinery,
and about economy in the process of production, that it must
not be overlooked in relation to machinery in general and its
concrete capitalist application. Of course, we are not against
machines, but we must connect up the question of technique
and rationalisation with the question of the class situation and
the actual political situation -— which our comrades in Germany
have done quite correctly, One must also bear in mind a
certain difference in periods. I do: not like the too often repeated
reproaches of machine-breaking. This reproach is either sen-
seless or opportunistic. The machine-breakers at that time de-
fended a backward system against the capitalist system, which
at that time was. a progressive one, whereas we, who of course
are not attacking the machines, are engaged in general struggle
against capitalist stabilisation and for a progressive system, the
Socialist system, and we are in a position, since such a Socialist
system is already in existence (viz. in the Soviet Union), to
issue also general political slogans to counter capitalist ratio-
nalisation, and not, merely its consequences.

In the factory in which rationalisation is to be applied, we
must first of -all bring into action the slogan: “struggle against
the consequences of rationalisation”. But we must raise the
question of rationalisation also outside of the factory and we
must therefore extend beyond the limits of the factory general
slogans in connection with the questions of government, power,
unemployment, etc. )

In this connection 1 should like to speak of the capitalist
offensive against the youth.

1. Tt is clear that where rationalisation is applied it in-
creases the role of the youth in the labour process. since ratio-
nalisation increases the apptication of unskilled labour power,
especially of the vouth. On the other hand, we cannot close our
eves to the fact that rationalisation creates a much greater mass
vnemployment of the vouth than was formerly the. case. In
addition. capitalist rationalisation brings worse conditions for
the working vouth on all fields. -

The Comintern and the Y.C.I. must therefore fight in a
concrete form against capitalist rationalisation and its cense-
quences, and it must combine this struggle with that of the
adult workers, '

2. Important also is the immediate effect of militarism and
the. danger of war upen the working youth. This is inadegua-
tely exnressed in the practical conclusions on the combatting of
the war danger. ,

There are .to-day a whole series of reorganisation. plans
for the armies of the various countries. There is a trend towards
the adovption of the British-German evamnle of creating cadre
organisations which. while retucing the size of the army, are
technically very well equinned. ‘

Our vouth Leagues must fight concretely for work in the
armv. ] should like to indicate rarticularlv the experience of
the French'Y. C. L. rointed out bv Comrade Semard.

Comrade Kuusinen savs that the Youth Leaowes, although
thev have a correct political line, develop too little recruiting
power.
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Comrades, it is no petty detail if we can say that the .

Young Communist International, which after all is a large or-
ganisation, has maintained a correct political liie despite all
vacillations in the Parties in, recent times.

In Germany, we of course had a certain ultra-Left tendency
which we have. almost completely liquidated by ‘means of ideo-
logical work — there were practically no cases’of expulsions.

In France, we had no such difficulties whatever.

_In other countries we havé the same situafion, We recorded
success practlca‘ly everywhere in the strugg]e against the Oppo-
smon

As“for the vacillation in the Youth Executive “itself, we had
the two' cases of factional activity by Vuyovitch and Michalec,
which we " have’ liquidated completely. The Executive, and the
Y.C.1:' as a whole, stand upon the correct Leninist, Bolshevqk
line!

With regard to the policy of our Leagues, we “4re not sec-
tarians' we ‘are’ concentrating ‘chiefly on ‘mass - ‘work. ‘One thitig
is cerfain, ‘{hat-the Youth Leagues, in comparlson to- certdin
bourgeois and, in ‘part, Social Democratic organisations, still
have-a smallér “rectuiting powet.' I shOu]d like to express ‘two
limitations heré:

1. That we suffer from the same llluess as do the Communist
Parties: 'we have a imuch greater mﬂueuce than we have taken
hold of organisationally. Our circle of ‘influence is extraordi-
narlly large while its organisational “‘coalescénce has remained
very backward, This we admit and we shaﬂ dlrect our: future
attentxon to " this shortcoming.

: 2.. With regard to: recrmtmg power we, have also made
progress In the months since the last Plenum, our Youth’ Ipter-
national’ has. increased by about 14% (exclusive of the Russian
League), whereas thé Social Democratic Youth finds 1tself in a
constant decline.

At our. Plenum- we have worked Qut demsxons in whlcb we
take pains to. deal with the questipn .of comcrete mass work
in detail. We concentrated upon the following, points: -

‘1. Active economic and trade union work. In . trade um(m
work, we have thus far -been, weak, but we:can:already record
active participation in the struggles of the working class and
of the working youth (e. g. British, general and coal strike).

2. A, concrete anti-militarist activity,

3. Concrete: ap'phcanon of the}umfp.d front tactic,: iormanou
of united front mass organs, delegatipns to Soviet Russia, -etc.

4 A systematic-combatting of the opponents’ -organisations.

Attention- to the work in. fhe colomes above all in the
Far East

Finally, 6. new; more hver mternal workmg methods. and
new exfernal propaganda methods;- viz., a livening up of ofir,
work.

1 now come to the last pomt our, connectlons WIth .the
Parties. Comrade Thaelman has a]ready pomted out that the
Party also must take upon itself a:poftion of the respons:blhty
for the past weakness of the youth. I should like to point out
that thereis a very good resolition 'ou this,
passed by ‘the Presidium of the Comintern last summer regar-
ding the support of the Young Communist Leagues by the Com-
munist Parties. And I should like to include among those reso-
lutions and decisions about which thé Communist Parties are
to be particularly reminded, also the resotution about the
support of the Young Communist Leagues by the Parties.

Comrade CLARA ZETKIN:
(Received with great applause.)

All Sections of the Comintern certainly welcome “the efiort
to proceed” from’ a  general analysis of the world * situation to
the exact ‘and detailed "dissection and illumination of the eco-
nomic and political status, phenomena and events in the various
countries or groyps of countries, the effort to give a detailed
dissection and il umination of these factors and the effects they
exert for ome another, upon one another and against one
another. The Comintern as a whole, and its various Sections,
thereby receive a firm foundation for their ‘work and their
struggle as the leadmg revoluhonarv world" orgamsa’non of the
proletartat.

In the' centre of our investigation we fmd capitalist stabnh-
sation, in other words: the:class rule of the bourgeoisie. It .is
obvious that-as Marxists, we seek :in econemics: the decisive dri-

!

the resolution

ving force of the social development process. Consequently we
try to arrive at conclusions concerning the existence, strength
and tempo of capitalist stabilisation by studying, with -all
conscientiousness, the comprehensive statistical material on pro-
duction, trade, stock exchange quotations, and other phenomena
of economic life. Thereby we gain not only exceptionally’ valu-
able but even indispensable material on the question of the §ta-:
bilisation of capitalism.

In my opinion, however, we must direct our attentlon
beyond the phenomena of econmomic life and its effect upon
politics to those events which — aside from politics — oceur:
in the fieids of the super-structure of bourgeois scciety. Capi-
talism is an orgamu sacial whole whose foundations.and super-
structure remind us of the letter of our.old master Engels to
Block regarding historical materialism. It states there. that . the.
economic factor, which is finally determinative, is.nevertheless
not the sole factor which determines history. We know . that
mutual reactions constantly . fake place between the ecanomic.
basis and .the super-struciure of society. If we desire a: clear..
exhaustive reply to the question of how things stand with regard.
to capitalist stabilisation, we must consider not only.the political
evenfs bui also the phenomena in other sections of the ldeoio.'
gical super-structiire of  society. T il

What does a Glauce at the present: show m) That the
whole  super- slructure oi - capitalist economy .is suffering ‘from
deep, lasting and increasing shock. This elementary :shetk to:
the ideological super-structure of bourgeois society  shows .us
clearly thaf, 1) capitalist stabilisation is.only a tempowzrisstran-
jxtmy phen:mlenor;, and is, ‘besjdes;-an extmormmr;:lv fvalgl»e
thing.

How could it be othem\»xse The antagmusms and eontm-
dictions which affect capiialism in the depths’ of production’ not
only cause -eruptions thraugh the economic :erust ‘of = stibili-
sation, first" here:and then there they cause. ot only :the ‘shifting
and dmplacement in the present. relationship -of forces; of the
strata of bourgeois society as well as in ‘the relationships: of
interest and power among the States;:they causé alsy: shoeks ‘to
the whole sqper-structure which in their part againireact upoti
the depths. The supporting. pillars and:colunms-cf the capitalist
super-structure are beginning to. shake and  totter-, they. are
cr umblmg, glowing streams.cl lava and hot ashes are- devastaxmg
and . destroying the eratwhlle blooming | gardens tof! ummgoozs
ideology, cf the world view of bourgeois society. cud

Evolution is ever more and more approaching  thet pom{
at which, according. to- Marx, property is guzranteed anly by
theit, and right only. through murder and perjury.. My honourad
Frlend Riazanov, the great Marxist, will forgive, nie;for, citing
only the sense and not the actual words, To' make good -I.will
cite certain social phenomena of the; present day: which: oishios
pletely confirm Marx’ words: that prorert\ is only guaran’ea&d
through robbery.

. Comrades, have we not seen in these verv da\s that the
Hohenzollern’s property was.guaranteed by a theft of the people’s
property more gigantic than ever before imagined? This rcbbery
remains robbery even. .though it was sanctified by parliamen‘ary
formulas, even though the Specnal Democracy in the Prus;tan
Landtag aided in this theft. The 14'/» million. men. and women,
who, demanded the expropriation of the nobles -at h° reierend.u.n,
mast look upon the so-called settlement as theft, :

Another social phenomena that teaches the same thmg the
horrors of inflation which vassed over Germany, Poland, Austria
and other, countries. In France it:also began, .and my friend
Semard correctly pointed cut here that the: present. official
deflation goes on side by side with a secret increaszd inflation.

1 we throw - the. light on it — what is this inflation? It is.ihe

cruardmeemg yes even the enlarging ot the  property of a tiny
minority of big industrialists, trading:gentry, big agrarians and
finance ﬂmhl‘s!s, by stealing the property of the small savers,
by stealing from the mouths of the proletariat — whosa real
wages are depressed. What else”js inflation except robberv?

Another accompaniment of capitalist stabilisation: the decay
of justice in bourgeois society, its transformation into murder
and perjury. Just recall the Vehme Murder Trials in’ Germany:
What else were they than the legalisation of murder and perjury?
The same applies to the Matteoti trial in Italy, to the innumerable
other- Fascist trials there, as well as to the verdicts of Whife
Terror justice in a number of othér countries. It is to the: great
creditof M. O. P. R., (Red -Aid), this non-Party mass’ organi-
sation, that it illustrates. by mountain-high material on the raging
White Terror justice, the decay of what cails itself justice- in
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bourgeois society, wherever the masses ol toilers resist their
subjugation by pioperty.

amnother portion of the super-structure of capitalism, of
the capitalism that .s rationalising and stabilising itseli! The
holiest of holies in ‘bourgeois society is the famuly based on
property, among the essentials ol which are purchase and
barter-marriage, supplemented by prostitution. This family is
the legally recogmised form of sex life and is supposed to
assure society a physically and spiritually healthy new gene-
ration. Under the smpress of the revolutionising economic rela-
tionships the bourgeocis family is disintegrating, new forms of
sex life are endeavouring to crystailise. 1 he outlived bourgeois
family is to an increas.ng degree losing its power to assure
the deveiopment of a hezalty rising generation, the greatest
of social riches.

Two mass phenomena are characteristic ol this. The mo-
vement for the abolition of the penalties for abortion and the
movemant for so-called birth conmtrol, i. e. the prevention of
conception. Here we find a separation of sex life from mother-
thood, the declining valuation placed on motherhood as a social
function, and the .inability of society to assure material pro-
tection to mew life.” Various kinds ot movements and an exten-
sive literature on reform of sex life in the family, announce the
uncheckable disintegration of the old order despite economic
stabilisation. From all of these there proceeds the impossib.lity
of solving the decisive probiems upon the basis of capitalism.
The dissolution of the bourgeois family smells to the heavens.

Religion has lost its power to dominate and rule over life,
it no longer plays a formative social role. It is, in the words
of Karl Marx, now only the opium of the people. The cultured
require a finer marcotic. They turn from churchly dogma to
mysticism, to Buddhism and similar outlived ideologies.

Bourgeois science has today also lost its socially formative
force; it no longer exerts a vitalising effect. In cerfain fields,
for instance in those of the natural science, it can record great
progress, but the resuits of social and natural science are no
longer comoined into a uniform, compact, clear philosophy. The
lack of such a philosophy expresses itself in literature, it appears
in every field of art. The increasing disintegration and decay
of the bourgeois world leaves its impress upon the whole
cultural life of our times. It strikes us with particular dlarity
in the field of so-called people’s education, from the elementary
school to the press. The decay, the corruption of the press is
abvious.

And how about the development of the elementary school
in the various countries? Republican France can vie with de-
mocratic Germany for the honour as to which has the greater
: school iteachers who have been victimised on
account of their objection {o the degradation of the public
school into a drill room of capitilist opinion and the misuse
of the school for the training ol docile machine- and cannon-
fodder. The declne of bourgeois culture is most crassly ex-
pressed in the draft of an education act by the German govern-
ment, which hands over the public schools to the priests.

It would be entirely mistaken to ascribe the cultural decline
of Germany solely to the economic misery of a defeated State.
Let ws take a country of rising militant capitalism, let us con-
sider the United States! And what do we find there? A press
corruption that stinks to the very heavens, as Upton Sinclair
describes it in his took “The Brass Check”. A complete de-
pendsuce of the higher educational inst'tutions upon the capitalist
magnates, as -described bv the same author in his “The Goos:
Step”. The spiritual physiognomy ol this bourgeois libertarian
country is a mixture of vicious, greedy, calculating business
ssense and a sentimental, slobbering, hypocritical religiosity. The
culture of the most stabilised capitalism of the whole world
is character’sed by the “Monkey Trial”.

In short, everywhere we find the signs of disintegration and
decay in the super-structure of capitalism. Signs of disintegration
and decay which most decidedly warn us against any faith in a
real last’'ng stability of capitalism.

In sharpest contrast to this is the new revolutionary con-
struction in the Soviet Uniom, the socialist upbuilding of the
Sowviet Union under the dictatorship of the proletariat. This
comstruction does mnot confine itself to the socialist economie
foundation, no, it reaches far beyond, it also creates in the
social super-structure new relations between man and: man, rela-
tions that are liberated Trom the subjugating power of property.
Just look at the blooming, rich life that is developing in the

social super-structure founded upon the socialist economy of the
Soviet Union. Economic and social arrangements guarantee
women’s complete equality to man. Motherhood is recognised as
a social service, and the right of the child to care and training
is guaranteed by society. New forms are sought for the family,
for the raising of the children; a transformation of the whole
field of rights is in process.

New content seeks also new forms in science, art, on all fields
of culture. Comrades, under the proletarian dictatorship every-
where there is new creative life, which, even though not as yet
fully developed, as yet only in the bud and not yet ripened into
bloom, yet it is mevertheless already so sturdy that we may
be convinced of its future complete bloom and ripenng.

If we want to comibat capitalist stabilisation with highest
energy, if despite stabilisation, rationalisation and all other
forces we have faith in the defeat and shattering of capitalism
and in the emancipation of the proletariat, we must direct our
glance not only into the depths of science, but also towards the
ideological super-structure of society. Death, disintegration,
decay, in all fields of bourgeois society; new, sturdy, creative,
fruitful life wherever the proletariat has overthrown the
economic and political rule of the bourgeoisie and is overcoming
capitalism and upon the basis of a socialist economy, it is also
erecting a new socialist super-structure.

A consideration of the signs of disintegration in the super-
structure of bourgeois society, in relation to its meaning to
capitalist stabilisation, does not lie outside of our struggle and
is no idle speculation. Let us not forget that capitalism nules
not only thanks to its economic and political weapons, but also
through its ideology and through the arrangements and forms
of the super-structure it creates. The bourgeois philosophy still
determines the attitude of broad working masses towards capi-
talism, it obscures their vision of the historical necessity of
its destruction, and of the historical need “for Communist up-
building. All the institutions of the ideological super-structure
are bastions of boutrgeois class rulé from which it exercises its
subjugative power over the proletariat. Capitalist ideology fur-
nishes weapons which the bourgeoisie turns.against the pro-
letariat. :

The more and the sharper that we recognise that the
ideological super-structure of capitalism is breaking down, the
more boldly will we press forward through the breaches in
bourgeois society, the more relentlessly will we dull and break
the ideological weapons of the bourgeoisie, the more power-
fully also will we lead the masses in the struggle against capi-
talism, its stabilisation, and all the methods of exploitation and
subjugation. To this must be added one thing more. The decay,
the disintegration of the ideological super-structure of bour-
geois society leads new allies to the revolutionary fighting
proletariat, provided that we clearly recognise and forcefully
exploit the development now in process.

Not only hundred thousands, but millions are suftering,
not only under the direct material effects of capitalist power,
no, millions are suffering because they can no longer find a
content to their lives which is seriously and- imperatively bound
up with society. Bourgeois ideology no longer serves the main-
tenance of society, it furnishes no prospect for an escape trom
the needs of the times. There are not only hundreds of thou-
sands, there are millions who suffer from the disintegration and
decay of the ideological super-structure of capitalism just as
severely as other suffer for the lack of a piece of bread or a
protecting roof over their heads. Thus we gain fighters not
only from the proletariat, but also from the middle- and petty-
bourgeois strata. :

By following up the signs of ideological disintegration in
bourgeois society, by exposing its causes, by showing the way
out that will relieve all from their misery. we gather and we
train additional battle-forces who will go forward in a united
front against capitalisn now in wvrocess of stabilising itsell.
And it is exactly the necessity of enlighteniMg these masses,
of drawing themi to us, that establishes the sharpest differen-
tiation of our fundamental conception, our ideological attitude,
from the world of bourgeois ideas, (also in their Social Demo-
cratic-reformist guise).

Precisely in that we make also the decay of the ideological
super-structure ‘of the bourgeois order a starting point in our
social criticism, in our revolutionary struggle, there results
the complete separation from the reformists, from the Social
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Democrats. Why is this? Because thereby we are forced to
work out our own Communist ideology with greater clarity,
we are compelled to confront lack of principle with our prin-
ciple. There is not a single ideological field of the decaying
capitalist ideological super-structure which the Social Demo-
cracy does not hasten to support and defend. We, on the other
hand, concentrate all our powers to overthrow capitalism and
thereby clear the road for the new society. This is impossible
without taking up ‘the struggle also on the ideological field with
the fullest utilisation of all signs of decay and disintegration in
fierce combat with the Social Democracy.

And one thing more: there is no doubt that the picture of
decay and disintegration in the capitalistic ideological super-
structure imbues the fighting proletarian masses, the toilers as
a whole, with determination to fight, with militancy and con-
fidence of victory. These are the essential factors for struggle
and success.

In his report our Comrade Kuusinen, in my opinion, was
entirely right in pointing out that the combination of the partial
and immediate demands which we raise, with the great histo-
rical goal of the conquest of power, is still in many cases quite
superficial, quite mechanical. How can this be changed? Not
only in that we weld together all our demands, link by link,
into a logically connected chain, from the defence against the
constant worsening of conditions of life and labour by stabili-
sing capitalism all the way to the revolutionary struggle for
the conguest of power. No, also in that we innerly, organi-
sationally link up all our demands and aims with one
another.

This is done by our carrying into ali the day-to-day
struggles the full, revolutionary, Communist idea. The struggle
against the lengthening of the work-day, against the increasing
of the intensity of labour and thereby against the squeezing of
the last ounce of muscle and nerve force out of the workers,
the struggle against the cutting of wages, even by so much as a
larthing, must be lit up by our most fundamental, most revo-
lutionary position against capitalism, against  the bourgeois
order. These daily struggles, also, these struggles for the so-
called little things, must be carried on with the consciousness,
with the will of the proletarians, the toilers: Ecrasons Pinfame!
Let us crush the infamy, let us shatter the capitalist order!

Comrades! Karl Marx said in his theses on Feuerbach:

“The idea becomes power, when it penetrates the
masses.”

The truth of this dictum confronts us, historically realised,
vital, creative in the form of the Soviet Union and its socialist
construction. The idea that is penetrating the masses stands
before us as the revolutionary shattering force of the Red
October. The Bolshevik Party has been able to raise the idea
of the necessity of conquering power to the battle goal of the

masses. It has been able, in civil war, in the war against the

intervention and blockade of ‘the capitalist States, in the
struggle against famine and frost — to raise the revolutionary
idea of the masses into the most determined will to self-de-
fence. The idea became power — a power that triumphed over
all the foes of the proletarian dictatorship. The Bolshevik Party
made the idea into power for millions upon millions of toilers,
into the power, the irresistable victorious. power, that carries on
the socialist upbuilding.

Comrades, in our struggles let us learn from the example
given us by the October Revolution and its leader, the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union. Right the way round the
globe, everywhere that capitalism still reigns, where it is sta-
bilising itself, where it rationalises, the exploited masses are
getting into fermient, into motion. Let us carry into all these
uprising masses the revolutionary, Communist” idea that capi-
talism must be destroyed! As the idea of millions it will become
pawer. If we succeed in this, in releasing this power, in maxing
it count in every daily struggle and even in the most insigni-
ticant detail work, if we succeed in setting the masses in motion,
led by the revolutionary idea, then we need not fear any sta-
bilisation of capitalism.

Then we can say: Despite capitalist stabilisation, despite
rationalisation: the world will be ours despite all! The irre-
sistable force of the revolutionary idea borne out among the
masses, means the advance of the proletarian world revolution,
means the irresistable victory of the proletarian world revo-
lution! :

(Stormy and long continued applause.)

Comrade WESCHE (Germany):

The course of the discussion, with few exceptions, has
shown that the line of the proposed theses on the international
situation and the immediate tasks of the Comintern will be
ratified.

I will nevertheless try to refute the statements of Com-
rade Riese, who opposes this line. Comrade Riese refutes him-
self in his statements on the stabilisation question. He credits
the Opposition with the special service that already in the past
it pointed to the need of organising and activising the unem-
ployed. Comrade Riese is entirely mistaken. The Central Com-
mittee gave practical consideration to the question of organising
the unemployed not only in the last few months, but already
since last year, and to an increased extent since the beginning ol
1626. Wherever the trade unions refused, independent and even
excellent campaigns were carried out under our leadership. In
this connection 1 would remind you of the conference in Saxony,
and the very successful delegation to the Landtag, which con-
sisted not only of Communists but also Social Democrats and
non-Party people, men as well as women. This increasing
activity of the unemployed expressed itself outside of Parlia.
ment in the arrangement of demonstrations and meetings, the
reaction of which was then felt in Parliament. ‘

If Comrade Riese imagines that the inadequate recognition
of the need to organise and activise the unemployed caused
an increase of K. A. P. influence, then I must deny this also.
On the contrary, wherever it was attempted to popularise such
sentiments these attempts were nipped in the bud by the activity
of the Party.

Comrade Riese thinks it necessary, furthermore, {o mention
the Mecklenbung case in which, owing o the bad policy of the
Mecklenburg comrades, the danger arose that we lase influence
among the masses. Of course, here and there we will have
cases in which, due to the false application of our tactic and
a wrong appraisal of the role of the Party, the danger will
arise that our comrades and our whole movement will slip up;
but in such cases also the C. C. took radical measures.

I must also oppose Comrade Riese’s changes with regard
to the alleged failure of the Party in the British Miners’ Strike.
Quite vigorous efforts were made to move the miners to a
solidarity action, but the influence of the reformist trade union
bureaucracy is still strong enough that their counter-measures
are able to restrain the miners from solidarity action. This
makes it the more incumbent upon us te put the question of
work in the trade unions to the foreground; and it is our duty
not only to enter the trade unmions, but to work there in a Com-
munist sense.

The treatment of the question of Saxony by Comrade Riese
constitutes a special chapter. By distorting the -'slogans ' and
their treatment in the “Rote Fahne” he thinks he can prove
that the present C. C. is at last approaching a fundamental po-
licy. But here also his arguments are wrong. It would have to
be proven where the Party has ever neglected the fundamentals
in any of its actions. ' ‘

The whole argumentation offered by Riese culminates in
the fear of a recrudescence of a new 1923. We can calmly
declare that the Party of today will not experience a new -1923.
Its experiences, especially also in Saxony, have cteated a mood
within the Party in which the membership considers every
action critically.

Comrade Riese bases his fear of a relapse to the conditions
of 1923 on the charge that Communist support in the election
of the Prime Minister to a certain extent will awaken the im-
pression that the Communists could carry on a labour policy
with the Social Democrats, especially in the Saxon Landtag.
Exactly the opposite was the casei I believe that it is neces-
sary to show the position of the C. C. on the forming of the
Saxon Government, so that the comrades will have a complete
picture of it. : :

On the basis of the demands which we have formulated
fundamentally in the election struggle and which, in the main,
are demands that cannot, of course, be realised in Parliament
or without mass mobilisation, the Communist Party will cast its
vote for the Prime Minister. In case these definite demands
are not carried out by the Social Democratic Government the
Communist Party will mobilise the masses of workers against
this government and bring about its overthrow.

This does not involve the strengthening of the Saxon
S. D. P. leadership which appears before the masses with radical
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phraseology, but which in actual dealings carries out the official
policy of the Social Democratic Party. This group, which de-
signates itself as “Left” in Saxony, still has great influence
among the masses. To separite these masses and win them for
ourselves, is our goal. This is what is involved, and not to
make possible the birth of a Social-Democratic Government
which might then, as in Mecklenburg, carry on its policy
against the workers. We believe that a slogan has been found
here with which all Party members can declare themselves in
agreement. _

In none of these questions has Comrade Riese pointed out
any other road. He has conducted an absolutely negative criti-
¢isim, which can bring no result, and which inspires only passi-
vity in the membership. And precisely at this time, when we
are confronted with great tasks, this render us no service.

The other measures of the German C. C. which Comrade
Riese cites, particularly the expulsion of oppositional groups
and certain members, are not to the point either. With a number
of members the German C. C. for months showed a really iamb-
like patience. The factional freedom demanded by him must
be rejected decisively. ' : ‘

Another few words on Rationalisation. It is clear that
with the concept ‘“‘Rationalisation” the worker can do mothing.
Of scientific explanations we have had plenty. We must explain
it very graphically, just as our Russian comrades do on various
questious, In fighting rationalisation we must forniulaté the
question ‘of the eight-hour day, in the following manner:

. In Germany there are 20 million workers who, by agreement,
have a 32-hour week. Actually they are working longer. If these
20 million workers fight for and win the 48-hour week, this
makes 4 hours per week, which multipled by 20 million workers
is 80 million ‘hours. With these 80 million hours® (which we
can win), the 1,8 million unemployed workers can be brought
into the process of production. With this method of propaganda
I believe that we can draw even the most primitively thin-
king wotker into the support of our agitation. He will realise
that the Communists have issued a slogan that can actually be
realised. Of course it means struggle, but the masses undérstand
what for. The day to day questions, which we perhaps draw up
too much as “Party? questions, must also be brought to the
masses rather more -through the channels” at our disposal. A
whole series of these questions are not merely Communist -ques-
tions, but they concern the whole working class, they are ques-
tionis on which .every worker will feel we are correct. If we put
itp to the trade unions the fulfilment of these demands, recogni-
sed’ by the workers to be-correct, then this method will lead
to the activisation of the masses. > )

It is important in such a meeting as this, to consider
whether the tactics of the united front was correct as we have
applied it. Here we must reply unreservedly in the affirmative.
All of the measures carried out by the Party, from the elections

to the 'workers’ congress, have become our assets. Everywhere .

the recognition penetrates that the Communist Party is really
able to lead the masses. This has been shown also by the
Workers Delegations and in the expropriation campaign. We
have not lost contact with the Social Democratic and non-Party
workers, and, particularly in Saxony. we brought it about that
left leaders were chosen. In consequence of our work, we saw
the split of the social Democratic Party in Saxony. The hope
which the workers have.in us can be realised only if the adopted
policy will be continued and carried out, in unity and solidarity,
without vacillations. Then we can also hope that at the next
Plenum of the Executive we will be able to record further
progress. These are the. tasks what we have set ourselves, and
I would appeal to the comrades, especially to Comrade Riese, to
give up the negative attitude to the questions dealt with here and
to‘vgial\p ‘in carrying out the tasks we have set unitedly and
solidly. - : . ,

Comrade KILBOM (Sweden).

The four Scandinavian Delegations are in agreément with
the view presented by Comrade Kuusinen according to which the
Communist Parties in ‘Scandinavia must intensify the struggle
for the winning of the masses. We realise fully that, first of all
the work for trade ‘umion unity and for the revolutionsation
of the trade union organisations, must be fostered.

* But it must not ‘be forgotten, in judging the situation in
Scandinavia, that class antagonisms are still relatively little
developed. The workers, above all in Sweden, do not suffer
under intensified capitalist oppression, under. entirely obvious

exploitation — as is the case in many other countries. This
circumstance naturally contributes to the preservation of faith
in the reformists and in their tactics. In addition, it must be
remembered that the Social Democracy, especially in Sweden
and ‘Denmark, is extraordinarily strong. These two Parties are
among the strongest and most ruthless of the II International.

For Scandinavia also however the pacifist era is a stage
that has almost been left behind. The stabilisation of capitalism,
as far as Sweden is concerned, has gone quite far; one might
say, exceptionally far. Class antagonisms are increasing more
and ‘more. The bourgeoisie is on the march under the slogan:
“increased intensified struggle against the working class”.

An armed strike-breaker guard is being formed. Even
Fascist organisations have formed, which are already embarking
upon expeditions, even though these are thus far confined to
the distribution of leaflets and other innocent affairs. But the
workers are openly hostile to the Fascists. The police are being
supplied with modern machine guns from secret funds. The bour-
geosie announces quite openly and clearly the intention that the
Communists are to be beaten down with all possible means.

Simultaneously parliamentary proposals have been introduced
for a considerable lightening of the tax burdens on tiie capitalists.
These burdens are to be loaded upon the working people. The
whole bourgeois’ world in Sweden is united for the introduction
of a partial strike prohibition. It is very characteristic of the
situation that the leaders of the Swedish Social Democrats very
openly give this demand their blessing.

There has long been a comscious activity on the part of
England to bring Scandinavia completely into the wake of British
imperialism. The reactionary British Government is not omnly
trying to isolate the Soviet Union' through the border States.
1t is.also striving to'make Scandinavia subservient to its interests.

The British Government is being energetically supported in
its efforts by.the reactionaries in the various Scandinavian
countries. The Finnish White:guardists were the most prominent
in this. For several years an intensive activity to. “strengthen the
ties of friendship” 'between the various Scandinavian countries
has been in process. The most unmistakable language on the
plans now ‘being carried out is spoken by the lively mutual
relations between the defence corps, viz., the armed fascist orga-
nisations of the various countries.

Simultaneously an  intensive -activity on the part of the
II International for the complete concept of the Scandinavian
labouring masses is to be noted. The Social :Democratic press
in Scandinavia disseminates without scruple practically any kind
ol penny-novel tales about the Soviet Uniom.

_At the present time, especially in Sweden and Finland, the
Social Democrats are carrying on an energetic and deliberate
activity to bring the masses of workers under their Parties.
In Sweden this is dome through the collective affiliation of
the trade union departments to the Party. The trade union
members who do not want to submit to the policy of the Social
Democratic leaders, are being terrorised. If they have the courage
to acknowledge themselves Communists, they are denounced in
many work-places, and, with the help of the Social-Democrats,
they” are discharged. Immeasurably reactionary and ruthless is
the activity of the Social-Democratic Youth Executive. It is at
the head of all campaigns against the Communists and against
the workers of the Soviet Union. - ‘

After all this it is mnatural “that the gentry of the
I. International and Amsterdam possess faithful tools in the
Scandinavian Social Democratic leaders, for the splitting of
the trade union movement. The effort to split the Finnish Trade
Union Federation, which was financed by Amsterdam and
attempted by the Finnish Social-Democrats, was unsuccessful;
but the effort is being comtinued in Norway where a danger
exists that the Trade Federation will be affiliated with the
Amsterdam International and the organised trade union move-
men splif. In Sweden, they are busy in battering down the unity
will of the workers, which has been organised on the part of
the radical trade-unionists. The most direct provocatory measures
are applied for this purpose. o

Along this line of activity for a split on the part of the
Il International, and of attempts to isolate the workers of the
Soviet Union, there is also the “Scandinavian Conierence” called
for Stockholm on December 6th. In the course of the exceptio-
nally hot and active debate on this matter in Scandinavia, its
character was fully exposed. The purpose of this manoeuvre is
to force the trade tmion Federations of Finland and Norway into
the Amsterdam International. If this should fail, there is a



No. 89

International Press Correspondence

1555

danger that the Social Democratic leaders of those countries will
split the rade union movement. In Denmark the Trade Union
Federation has already been split as a result of the policy of the

trade union leaders, since, a tew days ago, the Union ot work- -

men, with 90,000 members, was provoked into withdrawal from
the rederation.

In spite of everything the unity movement of the workers
is. making progress. The 1rade Union Federations of Finlard and
Norway have already demanded that the Trade Union Federation
of the Soviet Union be invited to the Scandinavian-Baltic Con-
ference. In a daily and bitter struggle against the Social Demo-
cratic and reformist leaders in Sweden, about 100,000 workers
have .directed the same demand to the Swedish Trade Union
Federation.

It should also be clearly noted that the workers are more
and more liberating themselves from bourgeois ideology which
is preached by the Social Democratic leaders. In the question of
the capitalists’ demand for legislation against strikes, for
example, one trade union orgamisation after another has clearly
and definitely taken issue with the Social Democratic leaders.

Viewad objectively, the perspecitves for the work of the
Communist Party in Scandinavia are favourable. All the more
so since @ shifting towards the Left is also to be noticed among

the peasantry, in Sweden and Norway as well as in Finland.'

Already several years ago, the Communist Party of Sweden, in
parliament as well as in hundreds of public meetings, raised the
demand for uncompensated expropriation of the holdings of large
land companies, entailed estates and big agrariams, in order to
make possible a distribution of the soil to the peasants whose
farms are small, and also to provide land for the agricultural
and forest labourers. A peasant conference held recently, and
called by radical and Comumunist minded peasants, likewise
adopted a radical programme for a peasant organisation to be
formed not only for the purpose of uniting the working people
of the rural districts, tut also for the tightening of the ties bet-
ween it and the industrial working class in the struggle against
the exploiters. The Social Democrats, on the other hand, have
on several occasions opposed our demiands for expropriation,

_ The Scandinavian Sections of the Cominterp  recognised
fully their duty to do everything ‘possible in arder to win the
masses of workers and peasants for the revolutionary movement.
In reciprocity, however, we wish that the Comintern and Prof.
qatern, as well as various other Sections, would glve greater
attention, as helpers and advisors, to our efforts.

While we give our suppott to the proposed resolution of

Comrade Bukharin with regard to the tasks of the Comintern,
we would like to give special emphasis to the following tasks,
as being particularly weighty: '

Increased activity and intensified struggle for:
. L The winning of the workers organised in trade unions
for the ravolutzomry struggle, as well as for national and inter-
national trade union unity; ‘we are in complete agreement with
the remarks of Comrade Thilmann on the experienices with trade
union work. We have - encountered: the same shortcomings in
Sweden as were met with in Germany. '

2. The winning and organising of the workin: asants and
agricultural labourers; and E. & Pe N

3. the winning of the toiling youth for. the Communist
Youth movement, torwhich the greatest attention is to be devoted.

Comrade NIKOLAIEVITCH (Yugo-Slavia):

In his written as -well as in his oral report, Comrade
Bukharin has not said .a word -about the Balkans. This is un-
questionably a shortcoming. There, was a time once, when, in
my opinion, the revolutionary significance of the Balkans was
over-estifnated. But it would 'be a still greater mistake to under-
estimate them. i

I should like to touch upon the general question of stabi-
lisation in the Baikans. Is there any sort of capitalist stabilisation
or not? This is the question which we must answer ‘quite
clearly and frankly, for only upon the basis of a correct appraisal
of the concrete situation can we carry on a correct policy.
There were a few quasi-Leftist comrades in the Balkans who
wanted to deny completely ‘all sigms' of stabilisation. Never-
theless, in the Balkans also there are, obvious stabilisation phe-
nomena that are not to be denied unless we are to follow an
ostrich policy. ‘

What are the general features of capitalist stabilisation.
Raising of production, increase of foreign trade, and imiprovement
of valuta conditions. We see all of these symptoms of capitalist
stabilisation also in the Balkans. Nevertheless there is a dilierence
between the stabilisation process in Central or Western Europe
and that which is found in the Balkams, but this difference is a
difference not in principle, but in degree. This difference consists
in that the general situation in the Balkans is more complicated
and more involved than in Central Eurgpe. In what copsists. the
complication of the situation in the Balkans? First of all in
that the bourgecis democratic revolution was mot carried. to its
conclusion there. The relics of feudalism have not yet been fiqui-
dated. The bourgeoisie has shown itself completely incapable of
carrying to its conclusion the bourgeois democratic revolution in
the Balkans. : e

Comrade Kolaroy, in his speech yesterday spoke of signs
of stabilisation in the Balkans. He answered the general question
correctly, in the aflirmative. But he made one statement with
which 1. am_pot in agreement. Comrade Kolarov maintained
that the stabilisation of the Balkan countries amounted te their .
colonisation. In my opinion this statement, formulated .in this
way, is incorrect. It is too general, too schematic. Comrade
Kolarov projected the fate of Bulgaria as the future of the whole
Balkans. He has “Bulgarianised” the whole of the Balkans
(laughter). In my opinion this is wrong. . S

. Between Bulgaria and Yugo-Slavia for instance,  there js
quite a considerable diiference, and for obvious reasons. Bulgaria
is a vanquished nation, it must pay reparatiops, whereas Yugo-
Slavia is numbered among the sc-called victors, it,1s to receive
reparations not only from Bulgaria, but alsg from other cdumtries.

This fact alone suffices in order to show that there must
be a difference between the stabilisation process in :Bulgaria
and that in Yugo-Slavia, a difference in both exient and. tempo..
Yugo-8lavia also is basically an agrarian- country, but: in_com-
parison with its pre-war status Yugo-Slavia has become indi-
strialised to a greater extent than is the case with Bulgaria.

The' identification of stabilisation and colonisation: of: the .
Balkan countries has led Comrade Kolarov to a further incerrect
conclusion. He said that the colonisation of the Balkan po:un{trles:
consists in that without outside help the Balkan countries could
not arrive at any - stabilisation whatever. That is correct. But
I would like to ask, can Germany, Austria, or any other capitalist
country arrive at any sort of stabilisation without forgign aid?
Certainly not. This is the only possible method known to capi-
talist stabilisation. Thus stabilisation with the aid of foreign
capitalists s not a specific feature of the stabjilisation of capi-
talism in the Balkan countries. There is only one single country’
that could stabilise itself under its own power, that is the land
of the proletarian dictatorship, that is, the First Proletarian State,
the Soviet Union. Not a single capitalist country has sticceeded
in so doing.

Comrade Kolarov maintains further,. on- the basis  of the
false premises of which I have spoken, that the proietariat of
the Balkans alone, without aid from other countries, .cannot
overthrow, cannot conquer its bourgeoisie. This is .a false theory
that is somewhat dangerous. It is, one might say, a passivity
theory. The uneveness of the stabilisation in the Balkans is,
basically, nothing else than. the working out of the .general
Leninist law of the umeveness of capitalist development.

Yugo-Slavia has undeniable results to record on the: road
of its industrialisation. The Social Democrats, the reformists,
like the' capitalists, describe Yugo-Slavia, in the preéss, as a com-
pletely consolidated country. The Sotial' Democrafs. maintain
that Yugo-Slavia has entered upon a period of normal capitalist
development. Of course this is nonseénse. The Social-Democrats
and the capitalists raise this nonsensical view of stabilisation.
phenomena in Yugo-Slavia because they do not consider. the
stabilisation process dialectically. In Yugo-Slavia we find a
raising ‘of production, an increase of foreign trade; a’considerable
improvement in the valuta' — all these are positive elements,
they are ome side of the stabiiisation process. The other side
about which: the Social Democrats ‘as well as the capitalists
wish to know nothing, comsists in ‘that in Yugo-Slavia, first,
the-agrarian question has not been solved, second, that in Yugo-
Slavia the national question has not been solved, 'third, that
the war debts amounting to more than 30 milliard dinars have
not- been. covered, fourth, that the State Budget has nét been
balanced,.fifth; that the wvaluta. reform has not vet béen carried out.
These are, it is plain, from the standpoint of .capitalism, a series
of negative, destructive factors. What is involved here is not a
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consolidation of capitalism in Yugo-Slavia, but a relative stabili-
sation. :

After a period of industrial advance, an industrial crisis
has set in in Yugo-Slavia. During this crisis, certain fenden-
cies towards agrarianisation have also become discernable. This
tendency towards agrarianisation consists not only in that a
part of the .industrial productive apparatus that has become
superfluous is shut down, as Comrade Varga implies, but also
and abowve all, in that capitalism is orientating itself towards
the raising of agrioultural production and the so-called agrarian
industry. It is characteristic that this tendency towards agrariani-
sation draws support from the generally growing influence of the
British imperialists in Yugo-Slavia.

The Communist Panty of Yugo-Slavia has had to suffer
under the heavy blows of White Terror for a full six years.
Mussolini, in his struggle against the Communists, has invented
nothing new. He borrowed his weapons from the arsenal of the
Yugo-Slavian white terror.

The Communist Parties must be able to mobilise the masses
for the struggle against the white terror, despite their illegality.
For ithis, surtable organisational forms are necessary. We have
succe?d?éi in gefting certain successes in Yugo-Slavia also on
this field. ‘

On conclusion 1 should like o make the following remarks:
the number of illegal Parties is growing, and, in my opinion,
it will continue to grow. This is an additional reason why the
C.1. should devote somewhat more attention to the study of the
specific methods and dorms of the work of illegal Parties than
has hitherto been the case. . )

Two, chief tasks ‘¢onfromt every illegal Communist Party:
first, the creation of a poweriul and healthy illegal apparatus
which must remain the basis of the whole activity of an illegal
party, and, second, to find the legal forms of work that will
make it possible for us to keep contact with the broad masses no»t‘
only of the workers, but also, what is far more difficult, of
the peasants. In this consists the chief task of every illegal Com-
munist Party in the present period, and, in my opinion, in this
consists also the certral point in the preparation of the proletarian
revolution.

Comrade BRANDT' (Poland):

Conrades, I would like to direct your attention towards
certain characteristics of the world economic situation which
are already mentioned in Comrade Bukharin’s report, but which
1 should like to go into in somewhat more detail. One is the
question of the qualitative changes in the basis of world economy,
the technical transformation in the productive apparatus of world
economty, especially in Europe. )

Eight years have already gome by since the war, not a very
short time, fo be sure, and if in these eight years even only a
simple reproduction has taken place, i. e. no accumulation,
technique has mevertheléss changed and developed to a tre-
mendous extent. Of course a consideration of the changes in
the technical basis will not suffice in order to judge the whole
sitwation, but since many political aspect have been dealt with
extensively here, 1 will confine myself to this specal field. I
miaintain therefore, that in these eight years, tremendous trams-
formation and changes in technique have gone forward, changes
whose causes are to be found partly in the war. I will enumerate
them briefly. )

The energy basis of economy (electricity, electrification etc.)
has made tremendous progress, especially in Europe. The capa-
city of power plants in recent years has risen from two to
fourfold, the exploitation of water-power has been ‘begun on
a large scale and this in all countries that suffer from the coal
crisis.

The new technique comepls a re-equippment of electric
stations and these electric stations must be managed as a whole,
which in turn compels a concentration, a trustification of the
production of electricity. )

The motor-ship is beginning to defeat the steamship. Al-
most half of all vessels are now propelled by Diesel motors.
What does this mean? It means a devaluation of old ships
and of old capital.

In France, England, Switzerland, and IHtaly, an enormous
extension of the chemical industry is taking place. In Germany,
the industry for the production of nitrogen has grown into a
tremendous industry. We find an entirely new dye industry in

a number of countries. An equally rapid advance is to be seen
in the industry for production of artificial silk.

One of the chief features of this technical process is. that
it demands a concentration of capital.

Let us take metal finishing. On this field the war, with
its mass production of war materials, created a mass produc-
tion which won great importance especially in the mewly de-
veloping machine industry, it revolutionised the whole machine
industry. -

But this transition to mass production demands a poweriul
concentration of capital, therefore a destruction of old capital.
It demands, in addition, new tools. And these technical improve-
ments, which in part, have already been introduced everywhere,
or which must be introduced everywhere because of competition
— all this heightens production, and intensifies the contradiction
between the capacity of the productive apparatus and its market.

Contiguous therewith we have a teriffic impoverishment of
the masses, as a result of the war and of the inflation. This is
the second part of the contradiction. ‘

How was such an extension of production possible during
the last eight years?

1. As a result of technical progress;

2. Precisely by means of the impoverishment of the broad
masses which came into being as a result of the enormous. con-
centration of capital.

Summarised briefly — we have an enormous enlargement
of the productive apparatus which stands in sharp contradiction
with the narrowed inner market. '

We -have still a further factor. During the war a vast
industry grew wup outside of Europe in America and Japan.
On the other hand, the Soviet Union is mow closed against the
expansion pressure of European capital. This also partly applies
to China and Turkey, so that the market has been considerably
narrowed.

First: new techmique, trustification on the largest scale.
Second: contradiction in the production possibilities. Third: the
struggle for the market between strongly capitalised countries.

The deprediation of old capital burdens primarily the old
imperialist countries, above all Great Britain. Thus the anti-
quated British production capitel has become a factor of British
reaction, and the British miners are fighting against precisely
this reactionary antiquated capital.

The depreciation of old capital gives a certain premium
to the new capitalistic countries, but it gives no premium to a
part of the new capitalist countries, which are developing an
industry of their own, but which are condemned to agrarianisa-
tion, — such as Poland, Yugo-Slavia, and in part, Italy. These
countries cannot accept the agrarianisation and are trying to
fight against it, in part through political means, and in part
by increased pressure upon the workers. These agrarianisation
tendencies sharpen the social crises in the weakest countries.

The mnecessity for an exténsive widening of the market,
which leads to wars and conflicts between the imperialist States,
increases the pressure against Turkey, against the Soviet Union.
against China.

This raising of the productivity of latour, which is fostered
through new technical methods, brings to light a large chronic
unemployment, since the market is not widened. New reserve
armies, are created in Europe, and here it is shown quite clearly
how technical progress under capitalism becomes a factor of
unemployment and, further, a factor of distintegration. On these
facts there unfortunately still prevail to some extent among our
comrades certain false views. Trotsky maintained in a speech
that the productive forces had mnot grown in Europe and that
all market fluctuations take place upon the basis of the old
fixed capital. Peculiarly enough, Comrade Lominadze arrives at
such a conclusion that he says that the productive apparatus has
not even as yet crept up to the pre-war standard. This picture
is still more false. There is convulsion, somersaults, but no
“creeping”. This is basically wrong and contravenes the facts.
The productive apparatus is larger than before the war and at
that, Comrade Lominadze imagines that he can cite the Bukharin
report. That is wrong. If we should stand by such a tendency
it might become very dangerous.

The chief contradiction in the ‘situation consists of two parts:

1. The purchasing power of the masses.

2. The vast productive apparatus.
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If one wishes to prove that the productive apparatus is
smaller than before the war, then the difference between possible
consumption and production is much smaller. This is a definite
tendency towards the minimisation of the chief contradictions
of capitalism. It is folly to believe that if a growth of the pro-
ductive apparatus is recorded, this signifies a general enrichment
of the people. Nothing of the kind. Quite the contrary. The
productive fortunes were created at the expense of the im-
poverishment of the masses.

In conclusion. Like everything else in the world, the post-
war crisis has, as Lenin says, a yesterday and also a tomorrow.
While the yesterday did mot bring us the victory of the revolu-
tion on a world scale, it did create Soviet Russia and power-
ful Communist Parties. The to-morrow is 'a new explosion of
the social and political antagonisms and, in order that this to-
morrow will bring a victory for the proletarian revolution, we
must to-day look the facts in the face, we must give a correct
perspective, we must draw the correct conclusions. )

(Close of Session.)

Ninth Session.

Moscow, November, 27. 1926.

Comrade Gallacher (Chairman) opens the Session at 11 am
for the continuation of the discussion on the first point of the
agenda.

Comrade FIALA (Austria):

Comnirades, I shall confine my discussion to one point, the
point of rationalisation. On the ‘other points of the theses, as
well as on the reports of Comrades Bukharin, and Kuusinen
1 am in agreement. '

With regard to the question of rationalisation, 1 find the
formulation which Comrade Bukharin has given us to be insui-
ficient, viz., his formulation that we must fight only against
the consequences of rationalisation. 1 am of the opinion that
in this question we must adopt a very clear-cut iormulation,
one which in its preliminary form should read: the comtbatting
of capitalist rationalisation as such. The formulation given by
Comrade Kuusinen does: that we are against the COTISeqUences
rationalisation, is cnly applicable under certain conditions.
Where and when could this formulation be applied? I believe
only there where the workers already hold power in their own
hands.

How do matters stand in capitalist countries in this re-
gard? 1 am of the opinion that we must raise this question
quite grufily among ourselves, because rationalisation is one
of the chiet methods used by the bourgeoisie to bring about
its stabilisation, and to consolidate this stabilisation still further.
For this reason, in my oponion, it is necssary, in the capitalist
countries, to fight not only the consequences” of rationalisation,
but also rationalisation as such. Rationalisation is not only a
process of technical improvement — the characterisation given
by Comrade Bukharin in his report on this question is enti-
rely correct. In. this characterisation the process of techmical
improvements is mentioned as the last of the points of rationali-
sation primarily at the expense of the workers, it strives fo-
wards the better organisation of labour, i. e., it tries to exploit
every minute and every muscle of the worker in such a way that
he will have no time left for any possible recreation during the
labour process. I do mnot think that we can formulate it as
Comrade Kuusinen does: that we are against the consequences
of rationalisation, but that if a capitalist introduces a new ma-
chine, this is none of our business. In practice this can lead to
various sorts of disintegration in our tactics against the capi-
talists, and for the following reasons: the introduction of a
machine is an extraordinarily weighty matter for the workers
employed in the factories. With the ‘introduction of new ma-
chines, wages are cut, the worker, e. g. if a machine strikes a
hundred blows a minute, must keep up with these hundred
blows per minute — this means an intensified exploitation and
an accelerated underminirig of the worker’s health. Here also
we must fight against. We cannot simply say that we are
opposed to the consequences of rationalisation, no we are against
rationalisation in itself, without being machine-breakers.

What is the attitude of the Social Democrats towards
rationalisation? I should like to cite predominantly the Austrian
Social Democrats who are in all probability the slickest element
in the 1I. International. The arguments of the Austrian Social
Democrats on the question of rationalisation are basically the
following: Fordism, intensification, rationalisation — we are
in favour of all these things, but this rationalisation, this For-
disation, must be coupled with social consideration. They tell the
workers: rationalisation will bring you higher wages, through
the mechanisation of labour, through the introduction of new

technical improvements (which they put to the foreground)
you will have a better living; they declare that these technical
umprovements will ease the labour prccess, and that- with the
growth of capitalism, Socialism will -be more easily realisable.
They are not against rationalisation, ‘they cannot be, because
they are for the reconstruction of capitalism. It would there.
fore be dangerous for us to take this ground of standing oppo-
sed, not directly against rationalisation, but only against its
consequernces.

Is it true that with rationalisation there will come a
rise in wages, that there will be an improvement of the living
standard of the workers? I think by no means. '

With the progressing rationalisation more and more -wor-
kers will become superfluous and unemployed. In Austria we
have a quarter million unemployed at this time, A bourgeois
journalist says that at this time, in Austria, a country of about
seven million inhabitants, the number of unemployed and part-
time workers, together with their dependence and all who
are excuded from the process of production, reaches almost a
million, and it is still constantly rising. This is also a result of
the rationalisation endeavours which now make themselves felt
in Austria, even though not in so crass a form as, for example,
in Germany. ‘

I believe that in our concrete application we must conduct
the struggle ‘against rationalisation along the following line:

First of all a decided sharpening of the struggle for control
of production so that the bourgeoisie will not be in a position
to divert all the costs of rationalisation upon the workers.

‘Secondly, as one of the most important measures for the
combatting of unemployment and of rationalisation, the de-
mand for a shorter work-day. I believe that it is highest time
that we counter the rationalisation attemipts with the demand
for the six-hour day.

" Now comrades, the ‘cenclusions: sharpened struggle for
control of production, shortening of the work-day and com-
batting of the rationalisation endeavours of the bourgeoisie.

I should like to propose, so that no misunderstanding can
arise, that the formulation read quite sharply in the following
manner: )

The sharpest struggle against all and any rationalisation
and intensification attempts whatever.

We should not do this because we will thereby differentiate
ourselves from the Social Democrats, but chiefly because
rationalisation signifies, firstly, an immeasurable impoverishment
of the proletariat, and secondly, it fosters the stabilisation
efforts of the bourgeoise. On the basis of these two arguments
we must not only combat the consequences, but the rationali-
sation itself, because we are opposed to every stabilisation of
capitalism.

Comrade HERTHA STURM (Women’s Secretariat, ‘E.C. C. ):

I shall speak on one single point that Comrade Kuusinen
has touched upon in his report: on work, among the women.
Comrade Kuusinen was. entirely right in pointing out that the
parties do not yet recognise the full imiportance of- the work
among the women, nor do they value it accordingly. Our years
of experience only serve to emphasise this. As in the past period,
so also in the immediate future, one of the most fundamental
tasks of the Women’s Department will consist in tighting for
the recognition which work among the women deserves through-
out the whole Party. )

Although the Women’s Departments have thus far worked
rather with their own forces, we can record ceriain noteworthy
successes in the work among the women.
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I shall draw from our ample experiences examples from
two important countries: Great Britain and Germany, where we
can note efforts and successes of international interest.

In Great Britain the Party has attained extraordinarily big

- results in the mobilisation of the women in the miners’ strike.
For this success we can thank a systematic detailed work of many
years standing by the Communist Party in the mass organisations
of the proletariat. Because of its numerical weakness and the
danger of the complete isolation from the masses, the British
Communist Party was compelled to lay the greatest emiphasis
upon the work in these organisations. The women Communists
worked primarily in the Women’s Sections of the Labour Party,
in the Women’s Co-operative Guilds, and, somewhat less actively,

in the trade unions. This resolute detailed work bore its friits

during the strike: the Communist Party dominated, in organised
form, the movement of the masses of women.

During the action itself the Women’s Departements of the
C.P. of Great Britain mot only themselves took an active part
in the formation and work of the commiitees of action in the
battle areas, but beyond this they were able to bring the broadest
masses of women into mobility. In many cases the committees of
action established sub-committees  for special tasks which were
exclusively in the hands of the women. These commitiees served
splendidly in the enlightenment of workers’ wives, in messenger
service, in feeding the strikers by means of commumnal kitchens,
in the collection of aid for women and.children of the miners’
union, in the struggle against the strikebreakers, in defending
the revolutionary leaders from the police, in demeonstrations io
the authorities in order to comipel the continuation and increase
of the relief to the strikers.

This great movement could not come to a standstill with the
termination of the strike. These .conumittees of action had to
find an organisational continuation in order to maintain the
newly won influence over the masses. Such a form was discovered
in the Women’s Guilds of the trade unions. In the battle areas,
especially in Nottingham, the miners’ wives have organised into
trade unton wonten’s guilds, the women Comumunists. immediately
put themselves at the head of this. movement and, upon  the
initiative of the Communist Party, these guilds were aliikiated as
auxiliary organisations to the trade unions in order to.have this
movement politically and organisationally integrated in the great
stream of movement: . in trade union work.

That the Communist Party, in the oconsciousngss of the
masses was the leader of the miners' struggle, is evident from the
fact that during the action the pumber of women Party members
vose from 600 to more than 2,000.

According to the report by PUGH, at the Trade Unjon
Congress in Bournemouth, five and a hall million women are
engaged in British indusfry. But there are omly 300,000 wemen
trade union members altogether. Herg we see what a tremendous
task confronts us. The task of the trade union organisation of
this gigantic army of wolmen workers cannot possibly be solved
by the women’s department of the C.P.G.B. alone, the less
s0 since in its ranks there is only an insignificant fraction of
women workers. Here is the most striking point for the British
Party, which Comrade Kuusinen indicated in a general way: the
whole Party must support and supplement the work of the
Women’s Department in such a way that a powerful living con-
tact be established with the women workers in the factories
and trade unioms. ‘ ) . .

The Scarborough and Bournemouth Congresses by their de-
cisions for a recruiting campaign among women workers, pointed
out the road, but the trade union leadership has undertaken the
carrying out of these decisions very lackadaisically. The refor-
misfs know that every mobilisation, every politicalisation of the
women workers, will in the last analysis turn against themselves.
Hence, it is left more or less to the Communists’ initiative angd
activity through their fractions in the Minority Movement, to
put themselves at the head of the women workers’ campaign and
take over the leadership of the masses of women. The direct
work of the trade umions must be effectively supported and
supplemented through the work in the factory nudlei and through
women delegate meetings. ' ,

In Germany, side by side with extraordinarily great successes
we also have serious dark sides. This hangs together with the
peculiar development of the C.P.G. v

The Women’s Departnent of the C.P.G. has set itself the
task of bringing the women. workers into the Left wing wof the
labour movement. In this it starts from a fact that will very
" probably attain great international significance: rationaligation,
in consequence of the dislocation of necessary working forces

1o the advantages of the unskilled, must lead to a stronger attrac-
tion of women into the production process. With this the role of
woman in the labour movement wins new importance, ]
The German Party is trying to take hold of the Left wing
of the women workers through three methods: -
1) Through the women’s delegate meetings;
2) through the trade union work; and
3) through the Red League of Women and Girls.

The Women’s Delegate Meetings, which constitute a novel
method of work, represent one of the most prominent successes
of the Party. In the last three months we held seven such womzn’s
delegate meetings, chielly in districts with a strongly developed
wottnen’s” industry, including Berlin, Lower Rhine, Cologne, Stutt-
gart, Chemnitz, and Hamburg. These women’s delegate meetings
revealed certain extraordinarily interesting points, which I shall
touch on here. They offer the opportunity of drawing the broadest
masses of women into the general campaigns of the Party. In
the present situation, e. g. the Party has brought the women’s
delegate meetings into contact with the Workers’ Congress.

The second valuable point in the delegate meetings con-
sists in the fact that in this way, we for the first time syste-
matically penetrated the factories on a large scale. ‘

The third noteworthy point is the relation of the Trade
Unions to these Women’s Delegate Meetings. In Stuttgart the
Executive of the Textile Workers Union sent a circylar to the
factory councils stating that “for our colleagues tlere is mno
reasot to answer or comply with invitations for the election
of women delegates.” This proves how much the trade union
bureaucracy is afraid that through this method its influence will
be broken. ‘And this is a fact: In all the delegate meetings the
resolutions ‘and programme of action of the Communist Party.
were adopted unanimously by the same women workers. who,
unresistingly follow the leadership of the reformists in the trade
unions. This points the way for us. Here it shows itself that
the delegate meetings must be exploited by us to make a breach
in the reformists’ sphere of influence.

" At this point I shall proceed to the Trade Union Work.
The most instructive example of recent times is the national
congress of the women textile workers in Gera. It was attended
by 280 delegates, including 12 oppositiodal .women . workers.,
Here we see the weakest point of our work which has already.
been touched wpon by several speakers, also by German com-
rades, particularly by Comrade Thaelmann. In trade union work:
we still have the most to «do. In Gera the reformist trade union
bureaucracy proposed resolutions utterly inacceptible from a
Communist standpoint. , : v ,

Let me cite just a single passage which gives classical .ex-:
pression to reformist collaboration. In the introduction of the
resolution containing the demands of the women textile workers
it ds said: - :

“In the interest of a healthy development of our ‘German
fatherland, in the imterest of its textile industry and its
whole economy, and in the interest of the adolescent as
well as the coming generation, the Congress demands on
behalf of the women workers....” :

Of course a representative of the Communist iraction op-
posed this resolution and introduced a substitite. Now it is’
interesting that when the resolution of the Executive came to
a vote only one single delegate voted ‘against it. Not even the
12 oppositional workers, to say nothing of a’larger minority,
were politically clear and firm enough to be able to stand up
against the trade wunion ‘bureaucracy even only by voting. And .
tinis, even though it could be seen from the speeches of opposi-
tional workers and known Communists that the sentiment of
the women workers wag favourable to us, and even though the
speeches of numeérous women workers sounded altogether dii-
ferent from the Executive’s reporters. This shows that our whole
work in the trade unions has thus far not yet been intensive
or thorough. It was impossible, even with systematic prepara-
tory work, to-.catch up in a few weeks before this. Congress,-
with what had been neglected for years.

The task of organising. the women workers .in the trade:
unions is a question, that is. ol highest importance, not only
for Germany but internationally. We can see already now that:
the trade union bureaucracy is proceeding absolutely systemati-
cally to make, the politically undeveloped women workers into
defensive troops in the struggle against the growing opposition
in the trade unions.





































































