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‘Eleventh Session.

Moscow, Nov. 28, 1926.
Comrade ROY (Chaiman):

Today’s session is opened. The order of business consists
of the report of Comrade Tan-Ping-Shan on the situation in
China.

Before proceeding to this point, Comrade Remmele will
make an announcement.

Comrade REMMELE:

Whilst we are meeting here today, a memorial meeting is
being held in the Bolshoi Theatre for our late Comrade Krassin.
The Presidium of this Plenumi has sent a delegation to the
meeting, consisting of Comrades: Bell (Great Britain), Eberlein
(Germany), and Bernmard (France). Comrade Bell will speak at
the meeting in the name of the Presidium.

The Situation in China.

Comrade TAN-PING-SHAN (China):

A written report has already been submitted to the Plenum.
But since too little light has been thrown upon the Chinese
question I consider it desirable that the situation in China' be
characterised briefly, in such a manner as to bring into relief
the principal questions.

The entire period prior to the Shanghai events in May
of last year can be divided into three stages:

1. From the Shanghai events to the mutiny of Kwo-Sung-
Lin against Chang Tso-lin. This was a period of full revolu-
tionary offensive against the Imperialists.

2. From the defeat off Kwo-Sung-Lin up to the time of
the northern expedition of the Canton troops. This period might
be describad ‘as the counter-attack of the Imperialists against the
Revolution.

3. From the northern expedition of the Camton troops down"

to the present, during which the revolutionary forces are re-
suming the offensive against the Imperialists.

It is not necessary to discuss the first and second of these
stages — these are already sufficiently well known.

With the third stage the Chinese Revolution has entered
upon a new period in its development. Many important changes
in the situation are to be noted, among them being:

1. ‘The -occupation of Wuchang and Hankow by Cantonese

troops, whereby the revolutionary forces have spread out in
Central China.

2. Consolidation of the Left wing of the Kuomintang.
Thanks' to ‘mass’ pressure, the C. C. of the Kuomintang has
adopted a resolution calling upon Wang Ting-Wei-to resume
his position. :

3. A leftward turn of the Kuomintang centrists as a result
of which there is the chance that this wing can work together
with the Ledt. ) »

4. The movement for the re-admission of the expelled
Kuomintang members who formed a group, a fraction, last year
in Sischan, near. Peking. °.

5. The official organisational ~relationship between the

Peoples Armies’ of Feng-Yaurhsiang and the Canton Govern-

ment. .
6. The 'victories of ‘the II, I and V Peoples Armies and
the oc’cq-p»ation ‘of Kiangsi province and its capital Sianfu.
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7. The broadening of the organisation of the Communist
Party of China. .

8. The new boom in the labour movement of Hankao and
the new strikes in Shanghai, ete. .

9. The rapid development of the peasant movement in the
provinces of Kwantung and Honan.

16. The disorders, and wprisings of the well-known ‘“League
ol Red Spears” in the provinces of Honan, Shantung, and
Chipli.

11. Formation of organisations of intermediate and small
merchants in the towns of Shanghai, Hankow, Canton, etc.

12. The sympathy of the bourgeoisie in Shanghai for the
Canton revolutionary government. :

13. The differentiation within the military cliques ‘in the
provinces of Szechuan, Kweichow, Honan, Chekiang, etc.

14. Differentiation’in the nationalist organisations and'among
the so-called Sun-Yat-Senists.

These facts are to be accounted for by the revolutionary
elan and the military victories of the Canton troops.

To sumimarise we may say that, firstly, the revolutionary
moventent is more and more finding support and confidence
among the masses; secondly, that a gradual concentration of revo-
lutionzry forces is in process. If this broadening, spreading,
and congentration of revolutionary forces goes further, we may,
to scue extent:say, that there is a very good Cthapce of a
revoiul'onary unification. We know, however, that the Chinese
Revolutionary movement is only in its opening stages. There
canno! yet be any talk of a completion of the revolution. Any-
one who maintains that the Chinese Revolution is already accom-
plished, that the mission of 1911 is already fulfilled, is entirely
wrong. We can only say at this time that there is the greatest
possibility of a revolutionary umification.

How do matters stand in the other camp, in the camp of
our enemy in China? We can see this from the following facts:

1. Conflicts between the British and American, between
the British and Japanese, and between the Japanese and Ame-
rican imperialists. ‘ . ;

‘2. The disintegration of the semi-feudal military camps,
the. «disintegration of the troops of Wu-Pei-Fu and of Sun-
Chuan-Fang: and finally, the ocomilict between Chang-Tso-Lin

and Chang-Zuen-Chang in the Mukden camp.

3. The mutiny of Hsia Chow against Chuan.

4. The beginning of disi‘n'tegraﬁoln in the armed forces in
the provinces of Honan and Anhwei.

5. The movement
nors in Shanghai;

et s e WY LW
0. The anti-militarist movement of the merchants in Peking,
Txen)t@ n, gtc.-because of the. unbearable tax burdens. :
7. The movement ‘against foreign stocks and bonds in

Harbin. SR PR IR
-8. The uprisings of the League of Red Spears' against the
rule ¢! the reactionary militarists. o S
These facts show that on the one hand the militarists are
going through a process of disintegration, that the strongholds
of the imperialists are shaken and weakened, and that on the
other "hand, the oppressed and exploited are embarking upon

the revolutionary road more consciously than heretofore. The

statemnent, therefore, that the Chinese Revolution has the greatest
chance to unite China, is not exaggerated. :

Lenin once said: Lo

“A “basic revolutionary law, which has been confirmed
by all revolutions amd particularly by the three Russian
Revolutiorls of the 20th century, consists in the following:
t will. not suftice’ for arevolution that the exploited and
enstaved ' masses realise the impossibility ‘of continuing to
liv2 in the old way, and in that they demand a change;
what, is necessary lor the; revolution is .that the exploiters

can no longer live and. govern in the old way. Only if the,

“lawer strata” no longer intend to live as they have been

against Sun-Chuan-Fang by the ggpver-
; ‘.'; i K T

living, and the “upper strata” no longer can live in the old
manner, only then can the revolution be victorious.”

The correctness of this thesis was also confirmed by the
Chinese Revolution. The oppressed masses of China have in -
fact become conscious that they cannot continue to live in this
way, and likewise the contradictions and differences among the
rulers are beginning to intervene in a period in which they
cannot continue their rule along the old lines.

The Chinese Revolution will be victorious. It has already
won a partial victory. But we should not forget, firstly, that
revolutionists should not lose their heads, either because of
victories or of difficulties, secondly, that they must consolidate
victories already won so that they may maintain their. power;
thirdly, that the enemy must be destroyed because they have thus
far been defeated, butare still far from being obliterated. Comrade
Lenin uttered these words in 1907 at the London Party Congress.
I believe that these words will help the comrades who are
much too optimistic about the Chinese Revolution. The Chinese
Revelution has only made its first step. The. foe is not yet beaten,
and there can be no talk whatever of his having been already
destroyed. How, then, can we be altogether too optimistic? A
greal Chinese strategist of old once said that victories can be
won only if one knows oneself and the foe perfectly. In order
to maintain our victory, and in order to win new successes,
we must be clear as fo our own weaknesses and as to how
we can consolidate our victories.

We have many weaknesses:
1. Our military forces are not yet fully concentrated.

2. The development of military power is oufstripping the
development of the power exerted by the masses of the people.

" 3. Our material support is inadequate.
© 4. The mass organisations are still weak and the masses
which live under the military rule are not yet in position to
form, - organisationally and systematically, organisations for the
uprising.

‘5. The policy that the present Canton Government has put
into effect by no means meets the demands and requirements of
the masses.

v Many critical points can still be felt within the Chinese
Revolutionary movement. -

1. The military intervention and imperialist intrigues, e. g.
when last year Japan sent its forces to Mukdén and Taku, when
England concentrated its fleet, its cruisers, in the Pacific Ocean.
The imperialists intend to maintain their privileges in China,
and hence we have such happenings. :

2. A disintegration of the revolutionary forces is also to

.. be:feared, .as ‘well as a degeneration in the revolutionary camps.

" A further -danger .consists in the possibility that the impe-
rialists and militarists will again combine against the Canton
groups. L .

In order to consolidate our already won v@ctdries, we Imust:

' 1.: Develop. the :;peasant movement broadly: and lead-jt o
a direct participation in the actual struggles. ) )

“2. Establish a united battle front of all classes for the national

revolution, which includes the proletariat, peasarntry, and the
urban petty and middle bourgeoisie.- Under certain” conditions
we can also work together with that big bourgeoisie which has,
thus far had no relations with the imperialists, in connection
with- which we must, by all means, relentlessly expose its tre-
acheronss, compromtising “character. ' '
. 3. Have the support of the West European proletariat which
mmsst ‘prevent a free hand for the imperialists in Suppressing
and destroying the Chinese Revolution. A wunited revolutionar”
battlefront without the active” support of ‘the proletariat in the
advanced countries. without the struggle of these proletariats
against their own impetialisms; is hopeless. This is the ‘kernel
of Leninism on the national question, and-is ‘simultaneously one
of the chief premises. for the consolidation of the victorv of the
Chinese Revolution. -

I shall now take up the chief aim of the Chinese Revolution
and the relations between the Chinese Revolution and capitalist
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stabilisation. At the present time the Chinese Revolution must
set for itself the following aims:

.
1. Consequent emancipation from imperialism.

2. Complete destruction of the semi-feudal military system,
and the establishment of a united revolutionary government.

3. Democratisation of politics.
We must fight under the following practical slogans:

a) A movement for the annulment of the unequal treaties.
This movement has already called forth, since the Shanghai
events of last year, mass movements even in far-distant villages.
We must demand: self-administration of customs, withdrawal of
foreign military forces, restitution of leaseholds and abolition
ot extra-territoriality.

We must fight for the slogan of the national assembly. This
slogan concretises the so-called democratisation of politics.
Organisations supporting and fostering this movement are sprea-
ding throughout the whole of China. The masses demand not
only one wniform national assembly that will cover the whole
country, but they also demand the democratisation of local poli-
tical power. They demand Provincial country meetings, etc.

With regard to the annulment of the unequal treaties we
must first shatter the prestige of the foreigners, and then, after
a certain time in which we are sufficiently entrenched, we must
tear these treaties into shreds. The imperialists, particularly the
British, have already partially lost their prestige, especially in
Kwantung where the Canton Government has put into effect its
own customs. tariifs, and also in Peking, where the Government
which is dominated by the reachtionary militarists, was forced
by mass pressure to weclare invalid the Belgo-Chinese. Treaties.
These facts have inspired great fear, especially among the British
imperialists. They believe that China has already adopted the
Bolshevik theory of repudiating all foreign loans and unequal
treaties. ‘

As far as the stabilisation of capitalism is concerned, we
must note that the Chinese Revolution has delivered a heavy
blow to imperialism in that it is beginning to eut down the
market for commodity capital. : --

It . further  intensifies the conflicts between the imperialist
groups, and arouses and strengthens the liberation struggle of
colonial countries such as Indonesia, India, Corea, etc., which
undoubtedly still further undermines the labile capitalist stabi-
lisation. . _

" We realise that two possibilities are characteristic of the
prasent Chinese Revolution: either the Chinese proletariat, with
the support of the world proletariat, will succeed in carrying
out a cottsequent national: revolution, or else the new Chinese
bourgeoisie will be in position to take into ite hands 'the
leadership: of the Chinese Revolution, and by means of the
imperialists’ support, .develop a Chinese capitalism or_ slowly
liquidate the Chinese Revolution by means of compromises.

Since the ‘Shanghai events, the Chinese proletariat has pro-

ven its political importance. Especially in the strikes in Shanghai,.

Hongkong 'and Canton, the latter lasting, over a year, broad anti-
imperialist ' movements were instigated, and the Canton Govern-
ment was, consolidated. The peasant masses in Kwantung also
followed the propaganda and slogans: of the Communist Party
of China. Under the injtiative of .the Communist Party of
China, the peasant movement in other provinces is growing
more and, more, and is.developing further .and further under
the leadership of our Party. . . .. ,
These facts prove that the Chinese proletariat really has

a chance :te capture the hegemony of the national revolution..

The Chinese. hourgeoisie also, which suffers under the political
and econcmic oppression of the imperialists, is spurred on by
the general revolutionary mood and is beginning gradually {o

participate . in'the mnational revolutionary movement., It has al--

ready tried, ‘and continues to try to seize the leadership of the
revolution. In May. of last year, the Shanghai bourgeoisie deser-
t>d the 17 demands of the Union, of Workers, Merchants and
Students and formulated a set of 13 demands of its own. The
formation of Ddi-Tsi-Taoism and the March affair this year in
Canton, are attempts on the part of the bourgeoisie to take the
leadership of the revolution away from the proletariat. Hence

there are two possibilities, two tendencies in the Chinese Revo-
lution. The leading position of the Chinese proletariat in the
national revolution is not sufficiently secure. The Chinese pro-
letariat is still in a period in which it must fight the bourgeoisie
for the leadership of the mational revolution. In order to capture
the leadership of the Chinese revolution, the proletariat must:

> 1. Win the broad peasant masses and the support of the
urban petty-bourgeoisie, while preventing the rightward swing
of the bourgeoisie. Only then will it be possible for the prole-
tariat to organise a united battlefront under its leadership.

2. The proletariat must consolidate and extend the trade
union movement, in the course of which it must work for the
organisation of all industrial workers, handicrafismen and agri-
cultural labourers. The Communist Party must do everything
possible in order to lead these elements directly into the revo-
lutionary struggle. And, finally, the Chinese proletariat must
get the support of the entire international proletariat.

The Kuomintang is precisely a wnited organisation of the
revolutionary forces of all classes. We must do everything pos-
sible in order to develop the Kuomintang further, and with its
aid carry -out consequently the national revolution. If it is
maintained that the Communists should withdraw from the
Kuomintang, or that they should organise a third party in the
place of Kuominting, then this would mean, the splitting of the
united battlefront. Through our own initiative, we must develop
and consolidate the power of the Left wing in the Kuomintang,
while at the same time not forgetting to prevent the further
rightward swings of the Kuomintang’s right wing.

Wiiat is the Status of the Chinese peasantry .in this national
revolution? The landowning class forms ithe basis of the Chinese
military system. In order completely to put an end to the semi-
feudal system of the militarists, we must solve the agrarian
question, we must smash the weapons by which the big landow-
ning class oppresses the peasant masses. Only thereby can the
bases of the' miilitarists be shattered. Under the rule of the
Canton National Government we must win the support and
sympathy’ of the broad masses of peasantry in order to main-
tain the victories we have wom, We must enrole the peasantry in
the umited révolutionary battlefront.

_ We now come to the.question of the Chinese’labour mocve-
ment and-of the development and importance of the Conmmunist
Party of China. The Chinese proletariat will not only be the
driving force of the future proletarian revolution, it is also
the directing” power in the present national revolution. Without
a mighty labour ‘movement the national struggle carinot develop
further. The ups and downs of the: labour movement in China
at ‘the same time mark the trend of the’ national movement as a
whole. In the three stages of the Chinese labour movement,
from the sailors’ strike in 1922 up to the railwaymen’s strike
of 1923, from this to the Shanghai events, and from the Shanghai
everits to-the present time, the Chinese working class. has shown
its fighting ability and its valour in.the front ranks.of the revo-
lution. The whole Shanghai movement rallied around the strikes
in Shanghai and Hankow. The Canton Gavernment could wipe
out the counter-revolutionary .troops only with: the support of
the masses. of workers and péasanis. And now also, aiter the
occupation of Hankow and Wuchang by the, Canton troops,
the victory ‘can be maintained only if-the labour. movement is,
consolidated “and strengthened. Co

The influence of the reformists in the Chinese labour move-
ment - must - also* ‘be *‘thwarted. “The reformist movement
can-find no place among the' Chinese labouring masses wha
suffer ‘under a double oppression and exploitation by their own
and by the foreign capitalists. The ‘Asiatic Workers’ ‘Congress,
which ‘was called last yedr, was already a sign_that the inter-
national reformists have made éfforts’ to ‘extend their influence
among the Chinese labouring masses. While it is true that the
Chinese working -class has“a low cultural level, in a revolutionary-
sense one can say that it is most revolutiomry. o

. The Chinese Communist Party is thus far still weak, but
of late it has grown very rapidly and consotidated itself. In
the course of one year, it increased its membership four-fold.
The Communist organisations in Canton, Shanghai, and in
O-Ku-Han province, have .already become mass’ organisations.
The Chinese Commmunist Party is the vanguard of the natiomal
revolution. In the unification of Fontung Province during the
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war against Mukden, against Wu-Pei-Fu, and during the present
Northern expedition of the Canton troops, it has further conso-
lidated its influence in the masses, and it has accomplished a
great deal. The working class has a constanily growing con-
fidence in our Party. The peasants, petty-bourgeoisie, and demo-
cratic elements also follow us to some extent.

QOur organisation still has many shoy@comings. It does not
by far extend over the whole country, The lower cadres are
oo weak. The organisation is not altogether ‘healthy. While
the basic organisations consist of factory nuclei, yet because

Discussion of the Rep_ort

Comrade MANUILSKY (Soviet Union):

I should like 1o direct the attention of the whole Com-
intern wpon the Pacilic problem as a whole, viz., upon the
conflicts which develop where the paths of three Continents,
America, Asia and Europe, cross one another. Three imperialist
powers stand face to face there: The United States of North
America, japan and Great Britain.

The armed ¢lash which may break out there in the future,
will be of unimaginable violence and serious consequences. If
prior to this fatetul moment, no decisive battle has taken place
between proletariat and bourgeoisie in England or the United
States, if, until then the victorious Chinese natiopal revolution
does not change international relations on the shores of the
Pacific, we may witness a war which, with respect to its
grimness and the extent of its losses, will put the great im-
perialist warifof 1914—18 in the shade, The British military
writer, Bywater, .defines' the importance o! the Pacific Gcean in
the coming imperialist wars as follows: - . :

“When, on November 21st, 1918, the German war fleat
surrendered unconditionally to the victors, this meant the
close of a brief but fateful chapter in the history of. the
strigglefor the seas (the author had in mind the sfnuggle
in tHe North Sea between the German and British fleets).
The next chapter begins in August 1919 when the newly
created’. Pacific fleet of the United States passed  through
the .:Panama. Canal on its way to its maval base in San:
Francisco.” : !

And not only Bywater, but also a number of other military
writers in America, Japan and Great Britain, are of the opinion
that after the world war, which bled Europe ,while, after the
opening of the Panama Canal in 1914, the epoch of Pacific im-
perialism has dawned. | -

In the United States a law has, been passed against Ja-
panese immigration ‘which arouses the deepest indignation of
the Japanese people. One need only follow up the Japanese press,
or. give heed to the expréssions of Japanese military circles, in
order to become aware of the full reality of the merace a Pacific
war. This is evidemced by last year’s naval manoeuvres off the
Hawaiian' Islands, which taught that this American naval base
could be captured by Japan in the fight for the 'Pacific. The
United Statés and Great Britain, are ‘watching with great un-
casines§ the process of Japanese colonisation on the shores of
the Pacific. o )

Japan, a nation of 60 million inhabitants, tightly crowided
upon ‘the lintited area of its islands (Nipponm, Sikok and Kiu-
Siu) has a natural pressure towards the Philippines, towards the
Malay ' Archipelago, towards the innumerable little  islands
scattered over the immeeasurable surface of the Pacific, Ocean.
The British Dominion, Australia, is busy stirring up the natio-
nalist passions of the white race, through its capitalist .press
reports on the “yellow peril”. In order to justify the military
fortification ‘of Singapore, the British press exploits Japanese
naval armaments and war preparations, by describing in detail
the capacity of the Japanese 'gims, and by’ reptesenting the
‘aunching of every new  Japanese torpedo boat as a-'sign of
the coming Japanese offensive against the old countries of ca-
pitalist, cultire; And infact the naval programme of 1923, swhich
is to be.completed in 1928, gives reason for some tohceri.
Despite :the restrictions of the Washington Conference it has

the comrades have insufficient experience and training, these
organisations are not strong enough, the Party is weak in
theory and also suffers from a lack of international experiences.

We must concentrate our work and forces updn the con-
solidation of the victories which the Chinese Revolution has
already won, upon the consequent extension of the national
revolution, and upon aiding the Kuomintang to broaden the
united battle-front in order to complete the national revolution
of China.

(Stormy Applause.)

on the Situation in China.

been possible for Japan to build a new fleet of 25 light cruisers,
90 destroyers, and 70 submarines,

In Japan itself, an active nationalist agitation is being carried
on, directed primarily against the United States, as the power
which stands in the way of Japan’s further development, and
which condemns it to colonial enslavement. In Japan the
threatened war in the Pacific is discussed openly and wun-
concealed; speeches are made about it, whole books are written,
plans are worked out for supplying Japan with raw materials
in case of a blockade, etc. To be sure, this war factor is
sometimes veiled over by modern trade and financial relations
which appear in the “peaceful guise” of an economic colla-
boration.

It is well-known e. g. that Japan is greatly interested in the
American market for its export of silk and tea. Aside from
this, Japan, as' a result of its serious losses during the 1923
earthquake, was in need of American credit. The United States
exploited this circumstance and penetrated more and more into
Japan. Yet even if we discount a good part of the exaggeration
inherent in this militarist agitation, the tremendous importance
of the Pacific problem nevertheless remains an undeniable fact.

The Comintern, however, has devoted too little attention
to this problem in the past: we were too much a European
International. We were inclined to look all problems of world
politics and of the international labour movement through the
prism of European relations. Parties directly involved in: the
Pacific problem, such as the American and British, are also
devoting but inadequate' attention to it. Only after the outbreak
of the Chinese national revolution did the question of conilicts
in the Far East arouse our interest, and we looked attentively
into the crystallising grouping of forces on the Pacific. Yet the
Chinese Revolution we have also thus far considered from the
viewpoint of its perspectives of internal development; and we
lay too little weight upon its significance as a factor which
revolutioniseg Pacific relationships as a whole.

The struggle in China, which raged for decades before
the world war, 1914—1918, was a struggle for the partition
of Asia. Here there met the imperialist paths of tzarist Russia,
Japan and Great Britain. In 1904 and 1905 the struggle between
tzarist Russia amd ‘Japan took place here, and from it Japan
emerged’ firmly -entretiched. Until recently, China was one ‘of
the objects of the struggle on the Pacific. By China’s appeararice
as the subject of an active national revolutionary policy in Asia,
it completely overturns “all analyses” and prophecies which
military and Pacific experts have made concerning the probable
grouping of forces. All these people proceeded from the premise
of a splitup China, rendered powerless by internal conilicts,
a country whose inescapable fate it is to be divided up into
spheres of influence. They took as thejr starting point the ratio
system between the United 'States, Japan and Great Britain,
established by the Washington Conference, without taking into
consideration “the ‘new, : potentially powerful factor of future
Chinese policy. e ' '

The Chinesé revolution can under certain conditions, first,
hasten the armed clash of Big Powers on the Pacific — “a
possibility that bourgeois experts on the Pacific problem” put
off for a number of years; second, it will exert a revolutionisi ng
influence on the movement of all Asia, especially India, whose
national-revolutionary movement seems to have been ebbing
somewhat in recent years. This is likewise a.point in the
sharpening of antagonisms in the Pacific. That this view of the
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role of the Chinese Revolution is entirely justified is proven
by the Indonesian uprising. This uprising also (side by side
with the Chinese Revolution) moves the. Pacific problem into the
foreground.

There is ferment also in the Philippines. This summer
Calvin Coolidge, the President of the United States, sent a
certain Colonel Thompson on an investigation tour of the
Philippines where agitation had been aroused among the po-
pulation over the American plans to establish rubber plantations
there. The honourable Colonel returned with an extraordinarily
optimistic report that the population of the Philippines had no
strivings for independence but instead entertained a passionate
Jesire to plant rubber for Mr. Firstone. At the same time, ne
was compelled to admit, however, that “the propaganda of
certain politicians for the independence of the Philippines was
finding response among the less-cultured strata”.

At the present time there can be no great colonial movement
that fails-to cut deeply .into the diplomatic web of international
relations. of the big capitalist bandits. Such -a movement radically
changes the relation: of ‘forces between them, sharpens their
struggles, and stimulates their appetite. The Chinese Revolution
and the colonial revolutionary movements have prospects of
success .because ‘they oceur at a time in which antagonisms on
the Pacific. are not lessening, but sharpening. A third circum-
stance that plays a certain role in the sharpening of the rivalry
in the Pacilic is the question of the British dominions. The
struggle between Great Britain and the United States over
such dominions as Canada, Australia, etc., is well-known. Under
the ! pressure ‘of extraordinary political and economic ditficul-
ties, England is more and more forced to orientate itself towards
its colonies and dominions. Voices are already being heard in the
British press asking. whether it would not:be better for Great
Britain “to turn its back to Europe” and to' direct its whole
forces to the maintenance, regulation and establishment of closer
economic relations with all the far-flung parts of the Empire
scattered over land and sea. If England should actually embark
upcn this course, it weuld in a certain sense signify the victory
of the policy of Pacific orientation.

Finally, the actuality of the Pacific problem is. increased
by changes within world economy. The whole:post-war develop-
ment was; characterised by the shiiting, slowly but uninter-
ruptedly, of the centre of gravity of world economy to the over-
seas countries. The tremendous development of capitalism in the
United States goes hand in hand with a similar .development
in a whole series of ,virgin countries — Argentine, Brazil,
Canada, Australia, etc. If a great economic crisis does not lead
to ‘an economic collapse here, then only an:armed struggle on
the Pacific Coast can create an immediate revolutionary . situation
in these overseas countries. :

The great importance to world economy of the Asiatic
and Pacific colonies must also be taken into consideration.
If we take e. g. the share.of Asia and of Europe in world trade,
we find that Asia’s share has risen considerably from the
beginning of the world war to 1923. Thus in. 1913, Europe’s
share in worid trade amounted to 64,2%; ,while Asia’s share
amounted to only 10,1%. But in 1923 Europe’s share was 51,9%,
while .that. of Asia was 14,2%. .

This. phenomena as a whole forces us to enter more deeply
into the antagomisms in the Pacific. From the beginning they
are to be considered under a dual viewpoint:

1. as the object of an investigation concerning a possible
war .in this section of the capitalist front so far removed from
Europe; i ;

. 2. as an investigation of the perspectives of the Chinese
revolution in the light of the ripening - antagonisms on the
Pacific. i

. Before going into these, I should like to' remark on -this
latter point that the whole constellation of forces on the Pacific,
and primarily the relation of forces between the United States and
Japan, gives us the possibility of predicting the victory. of the
Canton Government with some certainty. We have not - the
slightestpqicasionﬁfor pessimism. If the Canton Government,
while. simuita,ne‘quslyr consalidating its interpal.situation by means
of a closer afliance with the péasantry, will be able to exploit
these contradictions skilfully, then it will undoubtedly emerge
victoridus fromi the Chinese toiling masses’ present herioc strug-
gle for theit national liberation.’ -

AMERICAN IMPERIALI.SM IN THE FIGHT FOR THE
Y ‘ PACIFIC.

The objective role of attacker on the Pacific will in the
{uture be played by the United States of North America, while
the objective role of defenders falls to Great Britain and Japan.
American imperialism is intricately bound up with the struggle
tor world hegemony. In the coming world war, if the fate of
hymanity is not previously fundamentally remodelled by the
proletarian revolution, American imperialism will play the
leading role. America is already arming now for this war on

the Pacific; there is already an extensive liferature which dis-

cusses this question in detail; and even the very time (1931—33)
is set; plans of operations are described; in brief, the picture
which we had several years before the war in Europe, is
beginning to resurrect itself. At that time, prior to the -worll
'war, one could find in military literature detailed drafts of the

‘German attack upon Beigium, which - were later, in the first

days of August 1914, carried into eifect with photographic
fidelity. - ' ) S

The whole development of American imperialism in the last
25 years testifies that this relentlessly approaching struggle on
the Pacific is 'in no sense a creation of fantasy. The ruling
classes alsorecognise this. Prof. Holl, of:Sydney University,
one: of the -most prominent experts on Pacific' problems, ex-
pressed himself on the situation in the Pacific as follows:

“In studying the situation which has arisen on the
Pacific”’ — he said three months ago — “Cne cannot avoid
a ‘deep. concern. This talk of -the Pacific taking the place

. of the Atlantic as the international arepa, must not be
taken lighily. Precisely on the Pacific. th¢ apparatus. for -the
settlement of international conilicts is weaker than anywhere.”

And the same Holl complains with lyrical sorrow, that no
such instifution as' the League of Nations prevails on the Pacific:
. “The League of Nations, despite -its shortcomings, is a
body that tries to be of service in intefnational questions (!).
Yet it is impossible to turn to the League of Nations in any
‘more important conflict because. the United States is not a

. member.” ' B

’

It ‘is, of course, an entirely debatible "questfion as to how
fiar the League:of Nations can be an ‘instriment “for the settle-
ment of international conflicts”. Yet it is extradtdinarily sympto-
matic of -the entire international situation that it'is just the
Pacific' Ocean- which is not subject to the irflence’of even so
powerless: an institution like the Europeart League of Nations.

.. The notorious Washington Conference (1921) gave rise to
ceftain pacifist illusions, because ‘it put a check on the growth
of naval armaments. Yet it eliminated neither the causes nor the
chances of the conflict, it merely deferred them. Prior to this
conference, American imperialism worked tirelessly. and per-
sistently on the strengthening of its military-strategical positions
in the fight for the Pacific, for the markets of the Far Fast.
In 1808, as a result of the Spanish-American war, the Americans
took Cuba from the Spanjards, an .Island near the shores of
Central ‘America and the key to the Atlantic side of the future
Panama Canal, At the same  time,,the United States -annexed
also another Island, Porto Rico,.which is of great importance
in guarding the entrance of the Panama Canal.

An additional result 4f the S;p:aniéh-‘AmérLCah war was the
annéxation of the' Philippines, at the entrance of the South
China Sea, on’ the''Asiatic shores of the Pacitic Ocean. The
Philippines can be compared to a revolver, the muzzle of which
is pointed at Japan. The revolver 'is dahgérous, because at the
very opening of the war it could be captured by Japan,. since
the Philippines [ie opposite the Japanese naval base of Formosa.
Yet the. Philippjnes have economic importance -also:ifor the
United States. It is .well-known, that. the United States are
absolutely dependent upon Britain for their supply of rubber.
In:yest;gg;tt\qgs‘ undertaken recently have shown. that elimatic and
soil. conditions are-favourable for the raising of rubber in the
Southern part of the lislands. On the isiand;of Mindapao and; the
small islands adjacent, zﬁslere can,be accomodated. at least 1,500,000
rubber, .tregs, which ,will_produce approximately 200,000 tons of
rubber, enough tq supply. the world market. .\ .. N
. o the 'same year. 1898 the United States, by ‘skilful utilisa-
tion of the revolutionary movement in the Hawaiian Islands
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{on the way between the American Pacific coast and the Philip-
pines), annexed also these islands and transiormed them into one
of the chief links in the chain of naval bases on the Pacilic
Ocean. In order to comprehend the importance of these islands in
the struggle for the Pacific, one must take into consideration
the "fact that not a single ship can sail across the Pacific
and back without at least running into one of their harbours.
Aside from the Hawaiian Islands there is not another point
on the Pacific where ships can supply themselves with coal and
fresh- water. Thanks 'to this importance the Hawaiian Islands
might to a certain extent be reckoned as the Gibraltar of the
Pacific Ocean. Here upon these islands at Pearl Harbour the
American Navy concentrates its aeroplane fleet consisting of
150 aéroplanes. A fleet of submarines alternative with torpedo
boats. The dry dock can accomodate simultaneously a dread-

nought and a cruiser. The range of the radio station in Hawaii”

includes China, Australia, and New York. In concrete barracks
there is infantry equipped for gas warfare, mine throwers,
etc. This is the switch-yard of the coming war in the Pacific
Ocean: Only very recently the United States assigned 20 millioun
dollars for further fortifications on Hawaii. ’

All these-annexations were only the prelude to a step that
is of dominant importance for the imperialist offensive of the
United States on the Pacifie. — the building of the Panama Canal
which was completed in August 1914. The cannons roar of the
imperialist war drowned out this event that signified a new
Pacific epoch of American foreign policy, so that as a result
1t failed to receive the attention it deserved. But only after the
opening of the Panama Canal which saved the American fleet
810,000 miiles and . the hazardous trip around Tiera del
Fuego and through the Magellan Straits, could American im-
refialism write upon its banners Roosevelt’s words: “In the
history of mapkind there begins a Pacific era”, and “the domi-
nation of the Pacific must belong to the United States”. At the
same time it must also be noted ,that the Washington Ceonfe-
rence, (which naive pacifist sheets designated as the beginning
ol a “peaceful” period in the development of Pacific relations),
was nothing other than the carrying out of American plans
of advance 'ifi the Pacific. At this very conference, the United
States “succeeded in isolating Japan and in breaking off the
latter’s alliance with Great Britain. A war by America, against
the combined Anglo-Japanese fleet would haveé been an extremely
difficult task. Japan, thanks to its military-strategic. positiodn,
and its system of coastal fortifications, is almost impregmable
against attack irom .the.sea. It could be overcome only by a
blockade extending over a period of years. But such a bockade
is impossible for the American-fleet it at the same time it must
fight the British navy with its two strong bases on the Asiatic
coast, in Hongkong and Singapore: From this standpoint  the
Washington Conference has strengthened the diplomatic position
of the United States, while the possibility of a war between Japan
and Ameri¢a is by no means eliminated, but on the contrary,
it is ‘increased: This military-strategic preparation on ile part
of Atnerica was in conformity also with' its economic expansjon.

THE ESSENCE OF AMERICAN “PACIFISM.

In its econontic programme of expansion, ‘Am'eri_cqﬁ pacifism
has passed through three stages: S T

Firstly, the Monroe, Doctrine. The origin of this dogtrine,
“America for the Aimericans”, coincided in point of fime with
that period in the. development of the United, States in which
the markets of North and South America were. the highest

goal of the American baurgeoisie.

" Secondly, 4t the entd of the 19th century, when capitalismt in
the ‘United Stafes;” as' 4" résult of its {urbulent development,
felt itself’ restricted *within - these confines, when' the ' American
bourgeoisie 'for the “first ‘time turped its eyes to’the Pacitic
and to the Chinese markets, 'American capitaliSm unfurled ' a
new ‘banner upon which was blazoned the programme-of the
“Open Door”. The “Open’ Dodr™ 1s the p_olicly of every rising
young' imperfalism that comes ‘into’ the world 'soiiewhat , be-
lated, 1. ke when: the' world is alteady divided among other Chpi-
talist tivals. ‘When the United’ States' mide "its ‘appeararce” in
China, it found that country’ under’‘the ‘practitally unrestricted
influence ot Japan and. Great Britain. ‘Great Britain ‘was the

vial 0 o aalt on [

first capitalist country which had gained a foothold in China,
With the aid of Hongkong, its frontier posts in the Far East,
which had been occupied in 1842 under the terms of the Nanking
Treaty, England had been working for decades in consolidating
and extending its strongholds in China. On the other hand, how-
ever the geographical situation of Japan made it easier for
this young Japanese capitalism, which at the beginning of the
20th century was already comsiderably developed, to penetrate
into China. The virile Japanese imperialism crowded England
out of its strongholds step by step. Even though Japanese ca-
pital was still weak in Japan itself, it penetrated industry, stock
comparies, and participated as largest shareholder in the banks.
It requires only a glance at the curve of Chinese imports from
Japan and Great Britain to convince us of the rapid tempo of
advance of Japanese capital in China. Thus in 1870 British
imports constituted 37% of the total, Japanese about 2%. In
1923 British imports declined to 13%, Japanese rose to 23%.
Thus matters 'stood when the United States appeared on the
scene. In 1910, American imports in China amounted to about
5%, while in 1923 it had already outstripped Great .Britain
and amounted to 16%. The mnsuccessful tariff conierence of
this year indicates the differences of interest that exist bet-
ween the United States and Great Britain. Thus e. g. American
exports to Asia prior to the war, amounted to only 4,6% of
the total, while they rose to 12%, and thereby became a power-
lul competitor against English - trade, which, in addition had
been injured by the boycott. What else is theré for American
imperialism in China, than a policy of the “Open Door”?

The third phase of development of American imperialism
begins after the world war of 1914—18, after the econemic
collapse of Europe which followed this war. The Dawes Plan
is a programme of the enslavement of European industrial
countries by the far stronger American imperialism. American
imperialism no longer contents itself with the countries of
Asia, but it invades Europe. In addition to Germany, it also
“cleaned up” Austria, it prepares “sanitation plans” for Freuch
finances, slinks unobserved into Italy, etc.

Each of ‘these three periods of development of American
imperialism also found it5 expression in the foreign policy of the
United States. In view of the three expansion trends of the
United States — America, Asia, Europe — this foreign policy
is extremely complicated. In the struggle for the American Con-
tinent the United States comes into sharp conflict with ‘the
annexation desires of British imperialism. In Canadi as well
as in Mexico and Brazil, and also in Chile and. other smaller
nations of the Aumerican Continent, a stubborn battle for in-
fluence over ‘these countries has been.in progress for soime years
between the United States and Great Britain. This antagonism is
extremely sharpened by the struggle of these strongest imperialist
Stites over oil and rubber resources ¢America controls more
than 70% of the total oil production; while England has prac-
tically a monopoly of the rubber supply).

“The rubber war which we have witnessed for more than
a year, has given renewed indication of the original sources
of these: antagonisms between the' United States ‘and Great
Britain. With: no less ‘clarity however, they appear also ‘on the
Asiatic Continerd, ‘where an economic rivaly is going on ‘over
the Chinese markets between American and English imperialisin.
This is the first factor which determines the policy of American
imperialism, it is pushing America into an armed conflict on
the - Pacific: with Great Britain. Tn the samé mannét in which
the world war of 1914 was in the  main ‘determined by the
British-German competition, the futare world war will be a
struggle between the United- States and Great Britain for ‘the
position of world leadership. Only under two premises would
this perspective be vitiated: if tHe proletarian revolution were to
break out in these countries before the armed clash 'between
them comes to a head, or else, if the disintegration of the
British Empire takes on a more rapid tempo than heretofore,
and if Great Britain were to be crowded out and forced to
vacate .its deminant pesition. : - '

Much more" complicated is the “European” policy, 'of
American Imperialism.” The distance between the United States
and' Europe is too great to permit the former to exert, today,
any lirect 'intervention in European affajrs. Even in Asia, in the
fight with Japan, the U. S. A. tries to shove forward ‘a’ third
power. All' the more so ‘doés ‘it avoid a direct mixing into
Evropean' affairs. American ithperialismi intends to .play, in
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our century, the same role that Great Britain played in the
19th century with respect to the Continent. The U. S. A. will
exploit European antagonisms and make use of first one and
then another of the bourgeois states or groups as the instruments
of its policy. Thus far England has to a certain extent been the
instrument of American policy. Yet it is by no means excluded
that the present rapprochement between France and Germany
will be utilised by the U. S. A. against England. Yet precisely

this need of America for some big power to serve as its tool is
the cause of the prevaleni “Anglo-American collaboration”.
This was the second, “European”, face of American Imperialist
policy. Those comrades, as e. g. Comrade Radek, who put
this phase of Anglo-American relations into the foreground,
make the mistake of “Europeanising” this phenomenon too
much. It is obvious that this “collaboration” of American and
British capital in Europe could not be without effect upon Anglo-
American relations also in other parts of the world. But anyone
who draws from this the conclusion of a lasting collaboration,
who sees in this the decisive point of Anglo-American rela-
tions, embarks upon the road of vulgar pacifism. The “Euro-
pean pacifism” of the U. S. A. is a tramsitory policy deter-
mined by the fact that America is not prepared tor direct inter-
vention in European affairs. This “Pacifism”, which for the
time being contents itself with economic expansion, is no new
phenomenon, for the history of diplomacy gives a pientitude
of similar expressions of “love of peace”.

AMERICAN POLICY IN CHINA.

That American imperialism is by no means peaceable is
clear from the whole history of its preparations for war on the
Pacific. But even here the offensive of American imperialism
takes on special forms. The military-strategic situation, the
naval forces, and the coast defenses of the United States are
for the time being still such as to serve only a defensive war.
On the Pacific coast, all the way from the most important naval
base in Puget Sound down to the border fortress at San Diego,
a whole series of important points of naval importance are
fortified, including the important harbour of San Francisco.
These forts and naval bases guard the United States from attacks
that might be made upon it from the Pacific.

The American navy is worse off, however, when it comes
to offensive operations. Modern naval warfare demands, for
successful operations on the seas, that naval bases be not more
than 500 miles apart. Nevertheless America has points of naval
support on the Pacific, such as the Philippines, Pearl Harbour,
etc., which, because of the vast distances separating them from
one another cannot insure the fighting efficiency of the American
fleet. Suificient to point out that the Philippines lie 7000 miles
away from San Francisco, and Pearl Harbour 2100 miles from
San Francisco and 4800 miles from the Philippines. In addition
Japan would probably take possession. of the Philippines, so
close to the Asiatic coast, immediately upon the outbreak of
hostilities.. Everybody knows this — that the capture of the
Philippines will be the first task of the Japanese fleet. On this
question America entertains no illusions whatever. Japan is
furthermore irresistible on its strategic naval front, from the
northern entrance to the Sea of Japan down to'the southern
section of the East China Sea. =

Japan is much worse off on its flanks. In America there is
being considered a project whereby, simultaneously with naval
operations, a land army is to “invade the shores of Japan.
Theoretically such an attack could be executed by thrusts from
two -directions: a) from the North, from Alaska, by way of
Kamchatka in the southern. Arctic Ocean down .to northern
Manchuria; b) from' the South, through a landing on the coast
of the South China Sea, (French Indo-Chima), and then into
South and Central - China. But both of these plans are bound
up with tremendous hazards that the troops, transport, etc.
may be sunk — and this contradiction between the economically
aggressive role of American. imperialism, and jts miltary.
strategic posibilities, determines the attitude of the United
States towards China. : «

The United States has an interest in the rising of a more
or less powerful State in eastern -Asia, capable of challenging
Japan for the domination of the Asiatic peoples of the Far East,
Hence the “neutral” watchful-waiting attitude of the United
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States towards the military struggles now taking place in China.
If the worst comes to the worst the Unifed States is even ready
to make a seftlement with a victorious Canton Government,
since the practical Yankees weigh the perspectives of the Chinese
revolution from a business standpoint.

When the armed struggle is ended and the unification of
China accomplished, and there enters the phase of economic
construction, then the U. S. S. R. will be the only State honestly
ready to support the economic resurrection of China. Yet the
Americans assume that the U. S. S. R. will for a long time be
unable to come to the aid of the Chinese working masses on
the economic field. The American imperialists are of the opinion
that then their hour will have come. The workers and peasants
of China will be compelled by force of circumstamnces to intro-
duce the “American NEP.”, and then it will be easy for the
United States to make itseli master of China. But once American
imperialism has taken economic root in China, it will not be
difticult for it to break the Japanese-rule and to reject Japan’s
claims for mastery over the Eastern shore of the Pacitic Ocean.

Only through such an economic enslavement can China
become the arena of the struggle between the United States and
Japan. For the same reason American imperialism considers
it wise, in contrast to the brutal unadaptable British policy,
to appear in China in white gloves. It prefers to apply the
contributions which China must pay for the Boxer uprising,
for “cultural” purposes for the Chinese. In the mission societies,
American imperialism has an army to propagate its influence.
It seeks to entice the Chinese bourgeois into American uni-
versities because it realises that in the future they can be uti-
lised as agents of American expansion in China. All these things
are only an advance payment on a profitable business. The
interest will have to be paid in the future by the toiling masses
of China. This is the essence of American policy. There seems
to be little use in discussing these questions with American
jingoes.

The question once raised by Lenin for the Russian revo-
lution “Who -— and for whom?” is certainly no idle question
for the Chinese toiling masses. Great dangers await the great
Chinese revolution on the day after its victory. They lie also
at present in the web of international interests surrounding
China. American imperialism is now the most dangerous, the
most cunning, the strongest enemy of the toiling Chinese masses.
If the national revolution were to pass into bourgeois channels
it would have the “bourgeois democracy” in its wake. But
the American imperialists are going to miscalculate, they are
bound to miscalculate because they overlook the historical role
which China is called upon to play in Asia and on the Paci-
fic. That unclear Pan-Asiatic movement which Japan has thus
far endeavoured fo master, which it has been trying to give
the character of a race movement in order t¢ turn it into
a tool of its imperialist policy, will unquestionably take on a
new face through the victory of the Chinese workers and pea-
sants revolution. It will turn into a vast movement of the Asiatic
countries oppressed by world imperialism, for their liberation
from the imperialist yoke. Japan, which jointly with the white
imperialists played an active role in the suppression of the
Boxer uprising in 1900, will not fulfil this mission. Only revo-
lutionary China is qualified for this task, and this movement
of the Asiatic peoples will be directed’ against Japanese im-
perialism as well as that of England and America.

At the same time liberated China will become the magnet
for all the peoples of the yellow race, who inhabit the Philip-
pines, Indonesia, and the numerous islands of the Pacific. China
will become a major power on the Pacific; it will become a
menacing threat for the capitalist world of three continents.
China must inevitably clash with American mperialism because
the problem of spreading its gigantic population out over the
Pacific confronts it even more 'intensely than it does Japan.
China“ will fulfil this, task among the island inhabitants of the
Pacific, not with fire and sword, but bound up with the pro-
cess of the revolutionisation of the native population. Yet this
is not the most important task of the moment. The Kuomintang
Party is now confronted with the chief problem of how it can
exploit the antagonisms between the powers that encircle China
in order to foster the cause of the revolution. America’s posi-
tion makes possible greater manoeuvring. The plans of Ame-
rican imperialism constitute a terrifying economic and military-
strategic menace to Japan.
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JAPAN’S POLICY IN CHINA.

American advances in China involve the very existence of
Japanese imperialism. For Japan it is a question of — to
be or not to be. This very danger may contribute to the hastening
of the armed clash upon the Pacific between the U. S. A. and
Japan. For Japan, China is a vast reservoir of raw material; it
is to China that Japanese capital is exported. Manchuria is an
especially important field into which Japanese capital is pene-
trating. Japan has no irom, its whole war industry to a large
extend depends upon China. Japan contains omnly 0,1% of the

world’s iron supply. It receives about 40% ot the iron re- .

quired for industry from China, the balance irom the U. S. A.
and Great Britain. Japan has a powerful navy, and excellent
imperialist army, yet if it is cut off from China, this means the
loss of iron and steel supplies and a still greater dependence
upon the capitalist countries against which it must wage war
in the future. Therefore Japanese capitalism is to an increased
extent concerned simultaneously with the import of iron from
China, in penetrating into the centres of the metal industry
itself, especially in the provinces of Shantung and partically
Hankow, in order to grab the overwhelming majority of metal
works. ‘

In the summer of this year the “New York American”
published a sensational document. It was a secret document of
the Japanese General: Staifi on the question of preparatory
measures to be taken by Japan in case of a war with the United
States. This document appeared in the American press in June 6
and would be worthy of publication in full, were I not pre-
vented by the narrow limits of my report. This document dis-
closes the importance of China, particularly Manchuria, as a
base of supplies during the war. The contents of the document
can be summarised under four points: a) only the exploitation
of the rich natural wealth of Manchuria and in part also of
Korea (irom, coal, oil, food supplies) will enable Japan pro-
perly to organise its defence; b) the necessity to establish an
extensive met work. of railways throughout Manchuria and
Korea for the transport of these products; c) the guarantee of
free sea passages across the Korean Straits and sea of Japan;
d) the advisability of a “policy of friendship” on the part of
Japan towards China in order to assure the realisation of the
Japanese programme of exploitation.

Important for Japan'is also China’s role with respect to
coal exports. Thus of the total Japanese imports of coal, 80%
come from China and Shantung. The same also applies to
cotton, if Japan desires to free its textile industry from de-
pendence upon America. Yet in China itself, Japan has con-
centrated more than a third of the tfextile industry in its hands,
whereas British capital has captured only 5% of the textile
factories. These figures alone do mot give an exact picture,
because Japan has used the crisis in the Chinese textile industry
io buy up a part of the Chinese textile industry which outwardly
continues to appear as “Chinese” enterprises. Japanese railway
capital now holds first place. Even though Japan has no such
banks as the Hongkong-Shanghai Bank which in practice
handles all currency duestions, it has nevertheless 31 smaller
banks. And in recent times, especially after the Hongkong events,
Japan has made still further headway in China. It is sufficient
to point out that Japan’s favourable balance of trade with
China during the first quarter of this year has doubled in com-
parison with the same period last year. Thanks to low wages
in China the profit of the Japanese capitalists in the textile
industry takes on literally terrific dimensions. Thus, e. g., certain
Japanese textile enterprises in China pay their stockholders
150% dividends. The military-strategic and the economic
interests of Japan are too deeply anchored in China to tolerate
a realisation of the American plan. From this the labouring
masses of China can draw three different conclusions: a) it
must be: taken into ' consideration already now that further
American advance in China will compel Japan to launch a
preventive war sooner than the American and Japanese war
literature predicts, provided Japan succeeds in assuring British
neutrality in this war. 'b) It must be considered that it
this war. on the Pacific’ breaks out before the unification
of China, Japan will make a predatary attempt to occupy
China in order to make herseli master of the vital arteries
required for its defence and for its industry. c¢) Of most prac-
tical importance for the present foreign policy of the Kuo-

mintang is the circumstance that Japan is interested in preser-
ving firiendly relations with China precisely with an eye on
future wars in the Pacific.

It may be predicted that if the Canton government succeeds
by means of the Northern expedition not only in extending but
also consolidating its basis, Japan will go over to a certain
“defensive policy’” and prefer to keep Northern China in its
hands with the aid of Chang-Tso-lin raiher than plunge info
a dangerous adventure and thereby mobilise still broader masses
of the Chinese people against itself. That such a perspective is
by no means impossible is shown by the latest note of the
Japanese government to Canton containing the four well-known
questions as to whether the Canton government has the inten-
tion of extending the revolution into other countries, of establi-
shing a Communist order in China, etc. Such questions would
only give evidence of a more or less astounding naivite of
Japanese diplomacy if they did not simultaneously serve the
purpose of cloaking Japan’s change from its former policy in
China. Already since the Hongkong sirike the Japanese have
really dissociated themselves from the brutal British policy of
conquest in China, thereby leaving the British alone to receive
the blows of the national revolutionary movement. Japan’s policy
of an actual recognition of the Canton government is based
upon the hope, on the basis of race relationship, to find
sympathy with the Right ‘Wing of the Kuomintang for a new
alliance. Furthermore the Japanese caunnot disregard the fact
that an economic revival of China offers big possibilities to
the marketing of Japanese industrial products. First of all
the Chinese market is closest -to Japan, secondly, the Japanese
merchants have better knowledge of the market than have the
others, and thirdly, the Japanese goods are, quality for quality,
cheaper and more fit o meet th¢ low purchasing power of the
Chinese population,

But what is the promise of such a Japanese policy io
British imperialism? Its complete isolation. The attemipt of the
British, after the massacre in Wanhsien, to bring about a joint
intervention of all three Pacific powers, resulted in a failure.
This failure reminded ‘British imperialism that the times of
Boxer urprising suppressions are gone for ever. Those methods
with which the brazen British colonisers ruled- in China, those
unequal treaties like the treaty of Nankin, of Tsientsin in 1836,
of Peking 1860, with the aid of which Britain created a privi-
ieged jposition for itself and burdened China with contributions
— those methods must take their place in the archives of the
British Museum. Ii Great Britain does not want to lose the
positions it has conquered in the Far East, it must keep up
with the times. This appears to be dawning even upon such
conservative newspapers as the “Morning Post”. Of late voices
are heard more and more in England demanding a change of
policy in China. British imperialism in China already looks like
a whipped dog who has his tail between his legs and looks
around in @ll directions for some way in which to carry off
safely what he has stolen. It is the task of the Chinese revolution
to give ‘this dangerous thieving ocur its death blow.

Buitish imjperialism is the deadly, most implacable foe of
the -Chinese revolution. America and Japan have mnot yet ruled
in Asia, they are first making theiir imperfjalist bid for mmastery.
England is already an Asiatic State which must be driven from
the strongholds it has build upon the Asiatic continent. And
this struggle of the toiling masses of Asia against the British
robbers is likewise one of the factors that may accelerate the
bloody' solution on the Pacific. Capitalist England, which in
China is already being held in an iron ring by America and -
Japan, looks uneasely upon the possibility of a coming American
expansion to China, and it°#s making desperate efforts to
launch a war to be fought by others. The fortification of the
Singapore naval base which took place after England had signed
the Wiashington treaty, proved that tthe British Admirality by no
means considers impossible such a solution of the present
struggle for Asia, for China and for the Pacific. The British
government intends to spend about 91/, million pounds for the
building of this naval base, If we are to credif the “Times”
vast preparations are already in progress for the building, of
this base; dredges are at work, buildings are springing up like
mushrooms, - branch. railway, lines are being built, a gigantic
naphtha station is. being established,

Whithier: will the mouths of the guns ‘of this naval base

~ be pointed? Primarily against- Japan, but what is even more
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important, is that these guns will also be directed.against re-

volutionary China. It seems to me that we are urfderestimating’

the importance of this latter fact. The Communist press of ail
countries, and -especially the British comrades, would other-
wise have made some stir about it. This is. not as yet to be
observed. But the British Admiralty does not content itself
with the naval base at Singapore. the British Admiralty has
long had the intention to establish a naval base at Port Darwin,
on the Northern coast of Australia for the ‘protection of that
dominion and New Zealand. Furthermore, there also crops
up, after the seizure by England of the German colony “Bis-
marck Archipelago” after the war, the question of creating a
new naval base in the German built town of Rabele, on Blanche
Bay. The location ot this naval base would be so central that
neither Port Darwin nor any other Australian base could be
compared *with it. The naval base in Blanche Bay would be
a new Malta in the heart of the Pacific. The Washington Con-
ference forbade the British the establishment of this base, but
the Washington treaty expires in 1931. ’

. The future will show how these systematic preparations
for war on the Paclic will end. It is difficult to make any
predictions because of the complicated relations on the Pacific
coasts. Yet two phases in the development of the Pacific conflict
can be predicted with tolerable ce.tainty. 1he first phase 1s
the struggle of the United States against Japan. While England
did tear up its trealy with Japan at the Washington Conference,
it made no alliance with the United States. It 'kent its hands
free and only made the reservation that in case of complications
on the Pacific a preliminary conference would be called of the
four Powers which signed the Washington treaty. Tuis position
enables England, in case of a war, to manocuvre and to
orientate itself in accordance with the situation. On the one
hand it takes over the role of an arbitrator who sells his
neutrality at the highest possible price, on the other hand,
it is the one that eggs on others into war in order, when the
foes clash, to seize the fruits of victory for itselfl. And.the
Washington treaty gives England the chance, in case of a
war between the United States and Japan, of either remaining
neutral or else participating in the war either on the side
of Japan or the United -States. v

The present grouping of forces makes the second possibility
at least likely. 1t is now clear that England’s intervention on
the side of Japan would have the immediate result of its losing
Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Japanese mastery of the
Pacific subjects these dominions to a constant threat of attack.
And it Canada, Australia or New Zealand feel themselves
mutually bound up with the metropolis, this is .only because
the latter protects ¢them from foreign attacks. The, question of
the Dominions, in the present phase of antagonisms on the
shores of the Pacific, is the point that impels Great Britain,
in case of a Japanese-American war, fo an alliance with the
United States. Hence the prospect of a jomnf attack by England
and the United States against. Japan seems more likely. England
is interested no less than the U. S. A. in the efimination of
Japanese competition in thé Far East, primarily in China. Eng-
land could combine with J,agan for a joint struggle only if the
separation process of the Dominions was already so far ad-
vanced as to call into question the continued existence of the
Empire. Nothing further would be leit for British “imperialism
than to stake all on a single card, in order to Save its con-
tinued existence.

Absolute. ‘clarity prevails in- the United States on this si-
tuation of Great Britain. In America the Singapore naval base
is considered a point of suppért for a future joint campaign of
the Anglo-American fleet against Japan. The strategic necessity
of England to guard its possessions in the Pacific makes . it
very littly likely that England will go into action. Every clash,
even with France or Holland, threatens -British possessions in
the Pacific. England needs the freedom of the South China Sea
which is a main highway to India. For this purpose England
has established a protectorate over the north western portion
of Borneo. England will never consent to Japanese occupation
of the Philippines or of Indo-China, because this means a
deadly danger to its naval base, Singapore. Furthermore, Eng-
land is interested in maintaining the domination of the southern
seas which in a certain sense form a corridor between two

rows  of - islands which connect England and New Zealand.
Japanese expansion becomes an immediate menace to Australia,
New Zealand and the whole oceanic Archipelago. England
would thereby be driven from the Pacific. Still more likely
appears British neutrality during the first phase of the Pacific
conilict, especially at the beginning of the campaign. England
willl ‘prefer not 'to mix ‘in the struggle from the first day in
order to get herself into a position similar to that ‘ceccupied
by America in the European war from 1914 to 1918. The
difficulties of the British government: also speak in favour of
this attitude. England is the country primarily threatened with
a social revolution. The ruling classes of England would there-
fore have to give this serious consideration before embarking
upon a war adventure.

. The struggle for the dividing up of the Japanese spoils,
and the struggle between England and the United States for
spheres of influence in Asia and the dominions, will be the
second centre of the armed conflicts. Will the capitalist world
venture to plunge info this new blood bath? Will it not shrink
back from the mood of the toiling masses, in whom still lives
the remembrance of the devastation of the great imperialist
war? There can be no’ doubt that fear of revolutionary up-
heavals holds the present capitalist governments within bounds.
Yet the Pacific conilict, especially in its first phase, is dan-
gerous for the Communists precisely because it takes place on a
front so far distant from Eurepe. Its participants will be two
countries which suffered least during the imperialist war of
1014—1618." The 50,000 American soldiers. who fell on the
French front, are but a very small number in comparison with
the sacrifices made by the European peoples. America and
Japan were affected but lightly by the war, they saw only its
victorious side. :

And this danger the Comintern must foresee. We are a
world party which does not close its eyes to its: own weak-
nesses and its own mistakes. The British strike already showed
our weak spots. If the European  proletariat .did . not react
sufficiently to such an event as the British General Strike, or
to the miners’ struggle, the question arises whether, in the
face of a, new war, when the situation becomes all the more
complicated and difficulf for a mass action, whether’ we are
prepared ‘for resistance. A ‘specially responsible ‘task confronts
our Young Communist Parties -of the Far East ¢t this time,
particularly the Chinese comrades: They must even now foresee
all the tricks that the imperialist cliques will play; upon them
in the course of the victorious march of the Chinese revolution.

You will win, comrades,. the whole intern-ationgi _situation
assures us of this. Yet even after you succeed in uniting China
— you must not lose sight ‘of this < :the iftiperialist bands will
continue the struggle through agents in your country, within
your boundaries. Before thé capitalist world sinks “berieath the
depths of the Pacific Ocean, it will probably mrake ‘an attempt
to fight in China. The victorious Canton government, at the
head of the peasant masses, will have to be a barrier to these
efforts also in the future. g

Revolutionary China, which has become an active factor
in Far  Eastern politics, can become, in alliance with the
U. S. S. R, the greatest world factor in the Far East. Your
400 millioned Hinterland in the Pacific Ocean, and its position
in these wars, weighs in the ‘Scales so heavily that the im-
perialist governments cannot leave it out of reckoning when
counting up their chances in an armed struggle. What the
11. International failed to do during the imperialist war of 1914,
the organised national workers’ and peasants’ State of the
Chinese toiling masses will fufil. And in the fulfilment of this
historical mission, the awakening, rising ‘China comibines the
greatness of the Chinese revolution, the greatness of ‘its -fate
with the October revolution of our toiling masses, on the road
to a workers’ and peasants’ alliance.

In alliance with the world proletariat, with its vanguard —
the Communist world Party, China shall and will become the
guardian of peace, the fighter -against imperialist wars on
the Pacific.

(Close of the Session.)
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Twelfth Session.

Moscow, Nov. 30, 1926.

The 12th Session of the Enlarged Executive was opened
at 6,30 p. m. with Comrade Birch in the chair. Before beginning
the order of business, the floor was given tc Comrades Rasgon
and Funikov, representatives of the school for military engineers,
“Comintern”, who brought greetings to the Plenum.

Comrade RASGON:

Comrades! When our Red Army was in action on the
fronts, the news that the workers of other countries sympathised
with - and supported our struggle; meant a strengthening, a
tightening ‘of our ranks. This news helped us to win. From
the first day of its organisation the Red Army has considered it-
self as an army of the world proletariat, as the armed section
of the fighting proletarians of the entire world. Today, too,
the Red Army considers itself the armed advance guard of the
world proletariat. It looks to the Communist International as
to the general staff of the world revolution. Comrades, every
Red army soldier, every commander, every political worker
of our Red Army is trained in this spirit.

The military school which I represent before you today,
is bound by specially close ties to the Communist International:
our school has the honour to bear the name of the Comintern.
This school has requested us, in the name of 400 students,
200 Red Army soldiers and 200 members of the permanent stafi,
to bring to its ideological chief, the Communist International,
our warm Red Army greetings (Applause).

~ Our school has already been visited by a number of
members-of the E. C. C. 1. Those E. C. C. 1. members who have
visited us have learned to know our work in peace time; and
they have been able to convince themselves that our Red Army
men, if it should be necessary, will throw themselves into the
struggle. Our school has asked me to assure the E. C. C. L
that it is always ready to respond to your call, that it is always
ready to place itself in the service of the world revolution
whenever and wherever it may be required. (Applause.)

t Long .live the Communist International!
‘Long live the World ‘Revolution!

- Long live the E. C. C. L, the leader of the Communist Inter-
national. (Applause.)

Comrade FUNIKOV:

“The students, Red Army men and Commanders of our school
have requested our delegation to bring warmest greetings to
the general staff of the Communist movement, the general staif
of the world revolution. Permit me therefore, comrades, to
greet the Plenum in the name of our students and to wish it
success in its work.

, . In the storm and stress of the October Revolution, the
ninth anniversary of which we have just celebrated jointly with
the workers and peasants of the whole world, the mighty Red
Army was born; it emerged victorious from the severe struggles
of the civil war, and today is. working in preparation for
new world struggles. These world struggles are-inevitable,; we

know that they will come and we are preparing for them. Our
school is part of our Red Army; it is a fighting unit in which
commanders for our red workers and peasants Army are
trained. We never lose sight of our main task, to be that which
we always have been — a Red Army of the working class and
peasantry of the entire world. This task is written on our
banner; with it we have always been — with it we shall
continue to be — victorious. With this task in mind we train
our commanders and political workers in the Red Army. Every
year there flow into the Red Army new reserves of commanders.
These commanders are reliable leaders and fighters in the Red
workers and peasants Army; they are under the firm ideological
leadership of our Party and of the Communist International.
Permit me, comrades, to assure the Plenum that we shall con-
tinue to work, energetically and conscious of our goal, io
strengthen the Red Army; and that every year we shall place
our best fighters and best leaders in its ranks. We are always
ready to follow the call of the general staff of the world revo-
lution. Under your leadership we shall fight and win.

Long live the general staff of the world revolution!
Long live the Comintern!

Long live the world revolution! (Applause.)

Comrade SEMARD (France):
Comrades!

The Executive of the International greets the representatives
of the school for military engineers, “Comintern”. We request
the representatives .of the school to trarsmit to the students
and staff the Communist greetings of the representatives of the
various Sections of the Communist International.

Atter the destruction of capitalism in Russia the essential
task is to defend all the achievements of the revolution against
all its enemies. ‘

Among these tasks is also the task of strengthening the
Red Army. We. congratulate our Comrade engineers, that they
are able {o place all their abilities into the service of streng-
thening the Red Army for the defence and the ultimate triumiph
of the proletarian revolution.

We know, comrades, that the Army, the military engineers,
the civil engineers, and the masses of Russian workers are all
working successfully towards the improvemest of economy and
the building up of Socialism in Russia. .

We believe that this joint work of the civil engineers, the
military engineers, .the workers and peasants and the toiling
masses as..a whole will attain victory. We are convinced that

the Red Army will stand. in the forefront of .the defence of the
achievements of the Revolution. .

The Executive sends you its fraternal greetings. -

Long live the workers and peasants! ‘ ,

Long live the military engineers of the “Comintern” School
who have united for the victory of the Revolution in Russia!

_Long live the victory. of the world revolution! . .
. v . (Applause.)
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Continuation of the Discussion of the Report on the Situation in China.

Comrade DUNCAN (America):

Comrades, Comrade Lenin taught the revolutionary vanguard
of the workers that the world does not consist of Western
Europe alone, but includes also the great continents of Asia
and Africa. It is not accidental that the renegade Kautsky has
referred to the Communist International as an International of
“Asiatic” Socialism. The Communist International is the revo-
lutionary workers’ Party of all the world and of all of the
Continents.

The present events in China show us how tremendously
important was Comrade Lenin’s work in drawing the attention
-of the European workers 1o the fact that Asia would play an
overhelming role in the early future of the workers’ revolu-
tionary moventent. .

The events of the Chinese Revolution unfold before us to-
day, and they are almost an impossible test of our credulity as
to the rapidity of the development of the world revolution in
that sphere. As these events proceed we are likely more and
more to witness the destruction of the pose of the United States
of America as the friend of the Chinese people and the popular
revolution in China. American capitalism is the ultimate and
most dangerous, the most powerful, the most diabolically clever
of all of the enemies of the Chinese revolution and the world
revolution. The annihilation of American imperialism is a task
which becomes finally the supreme task of the world revolution
of the proletariat and the Colonial peoples.

T wart to point out the peculiar fitness of the United States
for the role of the big bully, the big tyrant, the man on
horseback, the agency of blood and iron in suppressing the
revolution in China particularly. In America there is a peculiar
culture which helps the American Government to play the role
of what is called the “Champion of white civilisation”. In
America, where we have a population of Negroes to the extent of
12 million, we have a culture of “white supremacy”, as it is
called. Of ocourse, we all know that questions of importance
_are not solved on the basis of race, but this culture of race
“superiority” is an important instrument in the operations of
imperialism, especially when it comes to conflicts between the
peoples of Asia and those of the so-called white nations, the
imperialist capitalist nations.

We have there in America the inost completely hypocritical
speaks openly of the conquest of Asia by American capitalism.
This press speaks openly of the dangers of the “blacks, the yel-
lows, and the reds”. Of course, there is great logic in connecting
up the “yellows”, as they call them — the peoples of Fastern
Asia — with the “reds”, ‘that is the revolutionary working class
of the world. And, if we can do as well in connecting these two,
we will have cause to be proud.

We have there in America the most completely hypercritical
forms ot democracy, which leave complete freedom fto the dic-
tatorship of the bourgeoisie to proceed as it wishes in all matters
of importance. We have less real and more shant democracy, than
in any other capitalist dictatorship, and at the same time we have
the most reactionary imperialistically psychologised labour mowve-
ment. The American trade union bureaucracy is more reactionary,
especially in matters of imperialism, than many sections of the bour-
geoisie. All of this indicates that the United States will be the
most terrific enemy — this United States Imperialism — which
must be destroyed in the course of the struggle of the workers
and the Colonial peoples for freedom.

The Chinese Revolution proceeds with a rapidity so great as to
compel us to resort to our best thinking to devise the proper
tactics and to arrive at the proper forms of action for our Com-
munist mouvement there. Unquestionably the fundamental, the
biggest task of the Chinese Communist Party must be the establish-
ment of the hegemony of the proletarian elements in the Chinese
Revolution. The most necessarv tactical line for the Chinese Party
must be the preservation of the unity of action of all of those
forces of Revolution which are now capable of being directed and
are actually being directed against the forces of imperialism. In
the past the Chinese Communists, our brothers of the Commrunist

International in China, have made their greatest error — and we
must speak frankly of our mistakes — in the matter of the pea-
santry of China. The basic remedy of course, which I have ab-
solute certainty the Chinese comrades will put through after this
Plenum, is to intensify tenfold their operations amongst the pea-
santry and to gather that tremendous mass around themselves
so that they can sweep all of the imperialists off the Asiatic Con-
tinent.

In the struggle with these imperialist powers it is necessary
to remember that there are only two languages that these imperia-
lists understand. One is the language of dollars, and the other is
the language of guns. The language of dollars calls them to
China and the language of guns must drive them away.

The Chinese comrades cannot for one moment overlook the
fact which our Russian comrades have so completely demonstrated
in action — that a major field of the operations of Communists
is in the military forces, to put the military forces under com-
clete command of the revolutionary directors in the given situa-
tion. The armies — the men with the guns perform those deeds
which mean the fate of the revolution. The army means the
youth. The youth means the army. Chinese comrades, do not for-
get your Chinese youth which will make your Chinese revolutio-
nary army irresistible in exterminating your American and your
British imperialist enemies, driving them out of China and brin-
ging your great country into line with the Soviet Union, the van-
guard, the leader of the successful world revolution.

Comrade KATAYAMA (Japan):

Comrades, the Chinese Revolution has begun with great
power in China. The Chinese Revolution is working wonders as
is shown in peasant uprisings. Revolutionary passion moves the
Chinese people to-day.

While confronted with many dangers the Chinese Revolu-
tion will finally win. We have seen since May 30th of last year
how greatly the Chinese Revolution has progressed. When the
Canton army started some months ago, some considered it a
doubtiul quantity, but to-day the Canton army occupies Central
China, the central point which commands almost entire China.
The source of its success is that it is organised according to the
model of the Red Army of the Soviet Union. It is strong, it com-
mands the respect even of its enemies. The enemies are afraid of
the Canton Army, because the army, the revolutionary army in
China, that is diiferent from all other armies of the reactionary
generals.

We see in our Comrade Tan Ping Shan’s report that there
are many enemies within the country and outside. Although
English imperialism is having a hard struggle in China, there
is hardly any hope for England to get up an armed intervention.
English power in China is going down. Japanese imperialism is
thirsty after Chinese interests, it already has many interests in
Manchuria and in Mongolia. I have read that Japanese capitalists
have just organised.-a bank in Manchuria with a capital of a
hundred million yen. Because of her economic penetration Japan
will not easily be driven out of China. It is a great factor, a great
menace to the Chinese revolutionary movement.

So with America. America poses as a sort of beneficial capi-
talism in China, but American capitalism, ‘the all-mighty dollar
policy of America, will not be beneficial to the revolutionary
movement in China.

The tasks of the Chinese Communist Party are great. The
Communist Patty must penetrate into the Kuomintang, and in
order to make the Kuomintang a truly revolutionary mass party
the C.P.C. must work up its influence from below, must keep
up the united front with the Kuomintang to the end and firmly
establish the revolutionary government. It will not be difficult
for the Kuomintang, that is the Canton revolutionary armv, to
fight still further and finally establish the revolutionary govern-
ment in Peking, provided of course, that the Canton army first
establishes strong foundations in Central China along the Yangtse
Kiang River.



No. 91

1600 International Press Correspondence

But what must the Chinese Communist Party, scattered
throughqut the country, do, to .organise th g(olutlgga;;y,iorceS?

ey
There aré conflicting-elements, comﬂiﬁihg?ﬁbmes. Of eaurse, the

interests of the petty-bourgeoisie and the workers and peasants
differ, but it is necessary to accomplish first the natiomal revo-
lution. In order to do that, the Chinese Communist Party must
bring together the petty-bourgeoisie and the workers and pea-
sants, must mass these revolutionary forces together in order to
fight against mulitary generals and foreign imperialists, under
ar;ti-mil%frarfst and anti-foreign imperialist slogans. It is absolutely
necessary that we bring together those revolutionary forces and
solidify the revolutionary forces in order to accomplish the natio-
nal revolution. Later on foreign imperialists will try to come
out openly and fight against the Chinese’ Revolution. Until now
they dependetl upon reactionary-generals. Seeing that the revolu-
ticnary forces :are now rising:against them everywhere in China,

they ape planning a united offensive against the Revoiution. It is

a great and important task that the Communist. Party should be:

prepared for the attack.

There is a foundation .of :revolutionary forces among the
people. I will give a few facts. We know that the Chinese pea-
sants are poor, ignorant, appressed and exploited — so are the
Chinese workers, handicraftsmen, millions of them! These people
are all oppressed; and exploited on account of the great industrial
revolution that has been extending throughout the land, flocded
with European goods for which China is used as a dumping
ground. Although. they are oppressed, comrades, they have well
organised old Guilds according to the crait lines. We have had
guilds:in Europe during the Middle Ages ‘and they had great
power yuder the protection of kings and princes, but the Chinese
Guilds are much ibetter because they are democratic and secret.
They have most sirictly disciplined membership. To-day Peking
has many Guilds! Even the water carriers nave a strong guild
that has disciplined and organised members who.eniorce the guild
rules wpon all families to whom they supply water. This is the
reasan ;why the Chinese workers are so trong in fighting against
ihe Toreign imperialists. : » .

They hidve had many great strikes. In 1922 the Hongkoug
seamen’s strike, in 1923, the Peking-Hankow Railway strike, the
Shanghai strike last year and alsc the Hongkong angd Canton
strike.. The Chinese people, down to the coolies, are. frained
for leng /years in struggle and fight. They are still dividéed along
craft lines so that they are weak, but when the Chinese Commu-
nist.Party ‘takes hold. of them, trains them, .and. educates them,
makes, them into a, strong Chinese revolutionary force against im-
perialism, against foreign capitalism, then.our Iuture is bright.
“The task of the C.P.C. is to solidify, 'to’ organise, to build
up, ‘strong’ revolutiofiary forces, to fight against toreign imperia-
Fisni'In doirig so it should have the help of all ‘the Sections of
thé ‘Cémintern. - ' e o

Comrade Lenin said: those who are emancipated, who have ac-
compiished ‘the revolustion, must ‘givé ‘the greatest aid to the revo-
Iutionary  movements in othér countries.

The Russian workers and ‘peasants are fighting against im-
periatism now in China, in England, and-in all :other countries;
so you see our future, owr Commufist Interpational’s future; is
bright and -we shall move on - withthe banner of the Compmunist
Internationat and Leninismi. (Great’ Applavse.) . v« 0 win
T PR Vo . : y B ¢ -

ASES RN
Comrade EBERLEiN (Germany):

. The Communist Party of:Germany and-the -enitre German
working “class’ are. following . with ~the ' greatest interest; -and
enthusiasm the- course of China’s revolutionary devélopment.
When we discuss here the problems of the Chinese revolution,
we must also outling the present tasks confronting the workers
in the various countries, which tasks, as a result of imperialist
Hevelopment and of interventior in China; dre an- essential ‘part
of Chiriese everts, . .o T T

_"Thé attitude ‘of German imhperialisin, of the Geriman: Govern-
fient ' towards -China, has‘uridergone considerable. vacilldtion: st
tife pasttwo’ years: At one’fime; when the Geérman' botirgéoisie
cuffered humiliation as 4 result of the world waf, the 'pressure
of ‘the Versailles Peace Treaty, it‘attefipted to carry out'a'certain
politiéal oriéntation’ towards' the East, and als®’ a diffdrent “at-
titude towards China than is the case today. When thé Gérman

bourgeoisie made a complete swing toward the West, the Ger-

. .man_Goyernment assuimed.-an altogether, different attitude towards.

China, an attitude which conforms to the wholée present foréign
policy of the German bourgeoisie.

We believe that the Chinese people do not entertain any too
great sympathy for the German bourgeoisie and the German
Government. They will surely reimember the time when the
idiot, Wilhelm II., made his Boxer Rebellion speech about the
“Huns - in * China” toward whom no mercy was to be shown.
But it was at this time that there arose those special “rights”,
those privileges extorted by the imperialist states of that time.
Germany had to remounce part of these privileges under the
Versailles Peace Treaty, and aftér Versailles the German. Go-
vernment had to renounce the rest of its privileges on signing
the trade agreement with Cihna in 1924, since this agreement
was concluded ‘on the basis of the equal rights formula. By
this agreément there were also abrogated the other privileges,
such as consular courts etc., which still remained under the
Versailles Treaty. This attitude arose from the situation in which
the German Government found itself at that time, and from the
fact that the German bourgeoisie did not yet see any prospects
of joining the imperialist powers and realising its own im-
perialist ‘endencies. . '

But after the change in the foreign policy of the German
Government, particulaily after the Washington Conference which
took. up the Chinese problem, the German Governiient, though
not invited fo this Conference subsequently accepted the
Washington Decisions. By doing this, the German Government
repudiated the promises .it made in the: Trade Agreement, and
once more resumed all old privileges obtained during the Boxer
Rebellion, except those forfeited under the Versailles Treaty. Thus
the- complete vacillation of the. German Government came to a
head, and the attempts fo enter into treaty relations with: China
were: broken off. i RETRI - : :

R is‘_“c’harg{é‘térj'sﬁc”.th’at upon the ‘German Government’s
declaratioft at that time, the Social Democratic Party in Germany
did not issue a single word of ‘protest against the resumption
of the old- privileges. On the confrary, ipstead of arrying on,
together with the entire working class, the struggle against
these mieasures, the German.Social Democracy supported the
Government’s imperialist,efforts; it directed ifs entire hatred-and
its. whole agitation against Soviet Russig, the first workers’ and
peasants’ State, which: had renounced all its. special privileges
which alsc dated from the time of the Boxer Rebellion. :

At that time China issued a- strong protest, against the
treachigry of the German Government, But the measures adopted
sifice” show “more .and more that ‘the old imperialist tendencies
of the Germgn bourgeoisie are beginning to expand anew.
Naturally, the, measures of the. imperialists -in China. differ
in form-today irom the times .ol the Bexer Rebellion. Though
it is by,mo means out of the question, it is. ngvertheless im-
nrobable that the imperialist powers will carry out .a: military
intervention in China at present. But this is not necessary. The
imperialists’ penetration of China. expresses itself today. above
ali: in the imperialist powers’: most  forceful. support  of::the
capitalist' ambitionis - and interests - of: the: Chinese bourgeoisie
itself. They: support the big bourgeoisie and the big landowmners,
but . particularty: the. Chinese military:lords by isubvertions,  in-
structors;, arms, mwmnitions, money, etc. on 4 large: scale.” Here
100, Germany is:no excéption. Several “weeks ago in Bérlin' the
Ministry of Delémee signed an ‘agréentent \withi ‘agents of Chang-
T$o-Lin according to"which 40,000 riffes belonging to the Reichs-
welir are to be delivered to Chang-TsolLin, ; ;

Thése are the new methods  employed by the imperialists.
today. In this respect, the German bourgeoisie differs in no
way from .the capitalists .and -imperjalists -of. othet 1 courtries.
L. should "like to, emphasise, this. especially,- because today  we
see emjgration of merchants, the agents of imperialism,from Ger-
many:, to. Chinas On. theiy return theseagents .0f German :im-
perialism issue statements to,the-German: press iclaiming- that
they .ave received .in China ,with. open, arms;-indeed; that: J10
merchant -.is: s, -beloved: in. China-as the :Germagy snerchant..

“UWe Must fell ‘our” Chinese ‘comrad¥s that'if there really
eyisted' such "an illusion among the Chinese ‘pecple,” if would
be profoundly’ ‘izlse and dangerous. ‘We can assire our Chinese
brothéfrs' that the” German' imperialists,” the German business
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men are vultures -just like the British, French and American
_ business men;- and fthat they will skin the Chinese population
alive,” just like: the ‘others. o ,

The “Frankiurter Zeitung” wrote:a few, days ago that it
is the task.of the German Government, to adopt a peaceful at-
titude towards the Canton. Government, that the German Go-
vernment must have an. attitude different from that of the British
and American Governments, since by, iriendly negotiation and a
peaceful attitude there will be the best chances of giving the
German business men the possibility to sell goods in China, and
thus beat the British and Americans on the Chinese market.

These are the aims and aspirations of the German bour-
geoisie in China. There is no doubt that when the German
bourgeoisie will establish, extend and entrench its imperialist

tendeiicies in. China, it will exploit, oppress, and torture the .

Chinese population with theé same brutality and  savagery as
the others. The German business man sells medicine in China,
but at the same.time he sells poison gas to QGreat Britain
which is 'used to fight down the Chinese population. And on
the next day, the German business man is ready to sell arms and
ammunition to the Chinese bourgeoisie, as well as to. sell pro-
ducts of the chemical industry for the civil war in their own
country. Business is business!

The German working class is following developments in
China with the gtreatest interest. The treatment of events and
problems of the Chinese revolution in our press reveals only a
small part of its interest. In the course of the past year, our
Communist Party organised tremendous mass meetings and
demonstrations in support of the Chinese revolution.

But we believe that the most effective support we can
render the Chinese fighting proletariat is for us, for the Com-
munist Party of Germany, to, mobilise, organise and lead forward
the workers into the struggle against the bourgeoisie of our own
country.  We believe that in this struggle in which we are ready
to work day and night, we shall best help the Chinese pro-
letariat in its: grave situation. v R ‘

; ‘.Corﬂrfz_idé PETROFF (§ijie_t. Union):

Comrades, ‘the national revolution in China is ‘developing
under . condifions  which make it essentially different from the
classic bourgeois revolutions —, those of the west European
countries, (at the end of the last cenfury) as well as from. the
19605 revolution in Russia. - R )

At present, the Chinese revolution is following two. main
paths: one path is the development of the workers’ and peasants’
movement, the general rise.in the national emancipation move-
ment ‘in China; the second. path is the direct offensive of the
Canton Army and the National Peoples’ Army. The Chinese
revolution possesses an army able to fight; that is a tremendous
advantage, a source of strength for the Chinese revolution. The
Chinese Communists have the possibility -of directly influencing
organised military forces in so far as they work in the armies,
participate in the -Kuomintang and oecupy certain commanding
posts in. the armies. Vae

Comrades, wherein consists the power of China’s revolu-
tionary army? Not so much in the numerical preponderance of
bayonets as in-the important political fact that the revolutionary
army of China is carrying -national emancipation to - the Chinese
people on the point of its bayonets. In addition, the revolutionary
armies of China have the unique quality of being able to de-
moralise, {o disintegrate the forces of the enemy. The Communist
Party mist increase its work in the armies, it must give this
work its greatest attention; it must not shy at the most strenuous
efforts to obtain a firm .foothold in the armies, to .entrench its
influence there, to educate the armies to political consciousness
and to prevent their becoming pliant tools in the hands of in-
dividual militarists. The influence of the Communist Party and
of the Kifomintang must be strengthened in the Canton Army
and in the People’s Armies. :

An éktremely important characteristic of the national revo-
lution in China is the semi-colonial position of the’ country.
The imperialists enjoy such privileges in China that the foreign

settlements or concessions, as they are called, constitute in reality
a rstate- within a. -state ' .

Another extremely important characteristic of the Chinese
revolution is the fact that since the Chinese revolution of
1911, which failed because. of treachery, there has been a steady
disintegration, of the. central state apparatus and a strenghtening
of the Chinese military system. Actually since the revolution oi
1911 there has been.no unified China; it is broken up, sphit
up into numerous parts. The Chinese militaristic system, which
to this very day is the dominant social-political force in a con-
siderable part..of China, is continually growing stronger. Im-
perialism is applying ‘in China the method of “divide and con-
quer”. It is splitting China into single provinces, each of which
is: an autonomous political organism. The various imperialist
powers aim to split up China politically because a unified re-
volutionary China is dangerous for ‘them. For the realisation
ot their methods of domination, for the oppression of the working
masses they require a country which is broken up, which is
split into'the smallest -possible parts.

Revolutionary Canton has achieved great successes in
unifying revolutionary China. Since the policy of the imperialists
is extremely flexible, it may be assumed that after the unification
of a considerable part of China has become an unchangeable fact,
they will recognise the Canton Government de facto in order {o
drag it into the channel of their own policy, in order to divert
Canton from the revolutionary’ anti-imperialist path. There is no
doubt that such a danger exists. Nevertheless, we hope that
China will not enter the path of bourgeois capitalist development,
but will be able to proceed along the non-capitalist path which
leads to the construction of socialism.

_One of the:achievements on the road to this goal is the
maintanance of the national revolutionary united front. With
regard to this policy there are several inocorrect tendencies in the
Chinese Comumunist . Party. Several comrades exaggerate the
meaning of the national revolutionary united front; they under-
stand it fo mean .a renunciation of independent demands. For fear
of frightening and antagonising the middle and petty-bourgeoisie,
such comrades are’ sometimes inclined to hold back the lakbour
movement. On the other hand we see in the Chinese Communist
Party also.other points of view: that the national revolution in
China .is over, the Kuomintang Party has completed its historic
role and that the only revolutionary factor now is the Chinese
Communist Party. Naturally, ‘this point of view is also false. One
is the under-estimation of the movement and the other is an over-
estimation of the possibilities of the. Communist Party in the pre-
sent period, On this ground there arise such moods for example,
as those which impel the Peking North Committee {0 demand
that Communists leave the Kuomintang. Unfortunately comrades,
this absolutely false proposal has found a sympathetic echo also
in the ranks of our own C.P.S.U. We maintain that this is an
extremely injuricus and false capitulation comception, a defeatist
idea which must be turned down.

The Kuomintang is not only a bloc between the working class,
peasantry and the handicraft and commercial bourgeoisie, but at
the' same' time it is-a form.which enables the Chinese working

‘class " and»the Chinese Commitists to influence the petty-bour-

geoisie. The petty<bourgeoisie 'cannot: play an independent histo-
rical- role. "The struggle which is going on within the Kuomin-
tang between the Right and Leff wings is a reflection of the re-
iations in dass forces. The Right' wing which is seeking to esta-
hlish the.hegemony of the <capitalist class of China, favours an
utiderstanding with the imperiglists and a break with the Com-
munists. 1f the Chinese C.P. should follow the advice of the
Russian Opposition and should leave the Kuomintang this awould
be grist for the mill of the Right wing of the Kuomintang.

Therefore, the C. C. of the C. P. of China was absolutely cor-
rect in rejecting this.defeatist proposal of surrender. The main-
tenance of ihe national revolutionary umited front is a matter of
absolute necessity at the present historical stage of develcpment
of the Chinese revolution. Nevertheless, we must agree on a <o
rect understanding of this national wnited front. Although class
ditferentiation in China has not progressed very far, nevertheless,
certain differences_are noticea’le in the ranks of the Chinese bour-
geoisie; a-considerable part of the middle bourgeoisie which has
close connections with foreign capital, a considerable part of th=
landowners and a szction of the gent-y bave already gonie ovar
to the imperialists; these elements fear the development of the
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revolutionary movement in their own country. For that reason
it is wrong to issue the united front slogan in the rural districts.
There can be no talk of a united front in the rural districts since
of necessity the class struggle between the peasants and lan-
downers is developing there.

We must create a natiohal-revolutionary bloc of all’ forces
which' tend towards a .determined struggle -against imperialist
exploitation and against the oppression of the Chinese imperia-
lists. In this connection, the Chinese revolution, in view of the
favourable international situation in which it is developing, has
great possibilities. In the proximity of China to the Soviet Union,
the great distance of the country from the chiel centres of imperia-
list power, from the centre of world capitalism, we have the first
and most far reaching condition for a favourable development of
the Chinese revolution. Also the crisis through which world ca-
pitalism is passing as a result of the world war, the development
of the labour movement in the West, furthermore such events as
for example the heroic struggle of the British miners, the shar-
pening struggle of the oppressed colonial and semi-colonial peo-
ples, the revolts in Syria, Morocco and Indonesia — the Chinese
revolution is {remendously supported by all these facts.

One ol the most important tasks -is to guarantee the hege-
wony of the proletariat in-the Chinese revolution. The more the
revolution advances, the greater, the more leading is the role
which the working class gains in the Chinese revolutionary move-
ment. Such events as last year’s strike in Shanghai, as the strike
in Hongkong which lasted for 16 months and only recenfly ended,
show that the working class not only feels itselt an independent
political force, but also that it is beginning fo. gain great respect
among the petty-bourgeois masses and the peasantry, that it is
gradually moving fo the forefront of the Chinese revolution.

p

The Chinese proletariat, with an organised Communist Party
at its head, will Be capable of sweeping along with it and leading
broad masses of the millions of Chinese peasants and petty-bour-
geoisie. At this point it should be said that the Chinese Commu-
nist Party has recently achieved great successes: it has its own
leaders, its own cadres, it is leader of the masses. The activity
of the Commumist Party has been greatly extended and' has assu-
med stable organisational forms. Its numerical strength is not yet
great; it has only 13,000 members; névertheless its political in-
fluence in the Kuomintang and in the rural districts extends con-
siderably beyond its mumerical strength. In this 'respect we may
draw an ansalogy with our British Communist Party whose actual
influence also is greater than its mumerical strength. The pedsant
section of the Chinése Communist Party is not big, nevertheless,
the Communist Party carries on ‘an ever growing work among
the peasantry. 7~ ° ' B

With regard to the organising of the Young Communist
League, the Communist Party has also done. great work. The
Y.C.L. of China has grown c¢onsiderably in numbers and is-a
very active force on many fields of work. The C.P. of China
must direct its attention tc raising the political level of the youth,
to organise the entire working youth, and also to organise the
-Chinese students around the working youth. -

What are the perspectives of the Chinese revolution? Two
ways are open before us. The first way is the way.of classical
‘bourgeois capitalist development. This danger -is not yet
precdiuded. It is possible that after the victory of the Canton Go-
vernment has strengthened its Right wing, the bourgeoisie there
will play a greater tole and will reach an agreement with the
“imperialists. Inthis respect China is threatened with a Turkish,
a Kemalist development. Nevertheless, it is more probable that
the Chinese revolution will follow: the path of non-capitalist de-
velopment, the path leading toward the ‘construction of a Socialist
-society in China. . -

Upon what do we base this optimistic prognosis? The fact
that the national revolution in China is above all directed against
imperialism, against enslavement to international capitalism, the
fact that the native bourgeoisie is weak, enables us to assume that
the establishment of 2 revolutionary-democratic dictatorship of the
working class and the peasantry, with the drawing in of a small
handicraft and commercial bourgeoisie, is quite possible. In tthis
direction great and promising perspectives confromnt the Chinese
revolution to-day. Still the main pre-requisite for the victory
,of the Chinese revolution is the guarantee of proletarian hege-
atony in the niational revolutionary bloc, in the national liberation
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movement. So far the proletariat has not yet attained this hege-
mony, and, in general, the attainment of this hegemony is a histo-
rical process requiring a .certain amount of time. But if this hege-
mony of the working class is guaranteed, the Chinese revolution
will triumph and it will not only shake off the imperialist ensla-
vement and oppression of the Chinese imperialists, but will create
a_revolutionary, anti-imperialist government of revolutionary
China, which, in alliance with the growing revolutionary mowe-
ment, with the workers’ revolutionary movement of the West-
European working class, in alliance with the Soviet Union, will
hasten towards™ the wultimate ‘goal — Socialism. :

Comrade DORIOT (France):

We are in agreement with the perspectives as laid down in
comrade Bukharin’s report. We understand very well that the
Chinese revolution can follow oné of two ways: a bourgeois way
or, under the leadership of the Chinese proletariat, that way
which has been kept in view as a second hypothesis. We believe
that the proletariat will understand how to follow this second
path and we are convinced that the C.I. will make every effort
so that the Chinese revolution shall not lose its national revolu-
tionary' character. e “

We know that the whole force of the C.I. should be con-
centrated so that the Chinese revolution will carry out, thoroughly
and to the end, the struggle against all imperialists- who -are
today plundering China; and we know that the struggle will be
waged for the destruction of the foundations of feudalism which
still exist in China as well as the bourgeois militarists who' still
hold sway there.

The greatest task today consists in preventing the forces ca-
pable of fighting for the second task which I have just mentioned,
from dropping out of the struggle prematurely. The great task
in China consists in not losing prématurely those elements which
can lead the strugglé against the imperialists and Chinese mili-
tarists, in order to destroy the foundations of feudalism in China.
With these thoughts in mind, the French Party has already taken
its stand against the divergent opinion expressed in the Com~
intern, namely, the proposal which was made on various sides
that the Communist Party of China should leave the Kuomintang.
In our Central Committee there was no vacillation whatsoever on
this question. Evéryone understood that to have the Commumist
Party of China leave the Kuomintang in the present situation
would mean to «liminish its chances of work and activity in the
revolutionary &fisis in China. This would mean about the follo-
wing: the Chinese revolution would be shifted to the bourgeois
path instead of the path we want it to follow. For these reasons
we very energetically and decisively rejected the point of view
maintained by the oppositiom.

But comrades, the tasks of the Chinese revolution are tre-
mendously facilitated if the Communist Party of China: continues
to organise the proletariat as it has been doing during the last

We also believe that the Communist Party of China is today
still too weak and that it must increase the number of its mem-

It is already being said that the Party has famous traditions,
its own cadres, its own leaders. All this is very good, but it
must alse recruit considerable masses into its ranks.

1 shouldd now like to speak on the dangers of intervention.
The French comrades listened yesterday with ‘great imterest to
Comrade Manuilsky’s speech; it was full of statistics about the
question of the Pacitic Ocean. '

We do not agree with comrade Manuilsky when he describes
the possibility of military intervention in China as a slight one.

When he described the present situation as unfavourable for
the intervention of the imperialists in China, we believe that he
under-estimates the imperialists’ opportunities of intervening in
China. ‘

First of all I should like to make a remark. At present, the
British, American and Japanese imperialists are intervening, in an
indirect but very effective way, in that they are supporting the
reactionary generals not only with money, but with weapons and
ammunition. to : : ’
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When the Chinese revolution faces such foes who furnish
cannons and munitions, the strength of these foes should not be
under-estimated. ' : :

As a matter of fact we have already had intervention of the
imperialist forces. '

There is already a direct intervention. We must not under-
estimate the fact that a part of the British Fleet has sailed up the
Yangtse River.

The fact that Framce, which hitherto has not mixed into
China’s internal struggles, has now followed the British example
and sent a squadron, is further a proof of the intervention of lo-
reign imperialists.

If the Chinese revolution should follow a bourgeois way,
1 believe that the possibility of military intervention would be
reduced. Why? The imperialist powers would then concentrate
on direct political intervention, financial intervention; in reality
the bourgeois revolution will not be based on the fundamental
struggle against imperialism, and the imperialists will be able
to get what they want.

If, hewever, the revolution should follow the course'that we
desire, if the imperialists should be beaten in China, do you
believe that they will simply leave all these riches which they
have only recently accumulated there, that they will simply sur-
render the concessions which they have held for a century?
I believe not.

A great danger lies in an under-estimation of the role of
the imperialists in China, a danger which we feel because we
work among the workers who have an interest in the question
of intervention. At this Plenum from this tribune it was said:
in China everything will go well — we do not see any possibility
of intervention — the cntradictions among the imperialist powers
in the sharing of these concessions are such that they will not
be able to unite. :

This is all very nice, certainly. Nevertheless at this moment
British cruisers are lying in Chinese harbours. What would be
the direct results of such talk among the workers of the West?
They will say to themselves: “The Chinese revolution is itself
strong enough to be able to smash all intervention; and
besides the imperialists have no desire to-intervene”. Why are we
continually struggling against our own Government in order
to prevent them from intervening in China? I believe it is cor-
rect to declare that the danger of intervention does exist and
that the entire proletariat of the West must fight against this
danger. All the forces of the proleriat of the West must be
mobilised to prevent military intervention in China, I believe that
we should once more issue the slogan: “Hands off China”!

1 should like to say a few words about the slogans which,
in our opinion, are best adapted to mobilising the workers at
present, so that they can express their solidarity with the
Chinese revolutionaries. I believe that' this is an important
question, but the comrades here have rather neglected it. We
have discussed the tasks of the Communist Party of China, the
tasks of the Comintern in China, but we must also discuss the
tasks of the Comintern outside of China, in the countries of the
West. What slogans must be issued so that the workers can
find a rallying point in support of the Chinese revolution? I
believe that the first slogan must be: “Hands off China!” —
“Against Intervention in China” — “Withdrawal of the Warships
now stationed in China”. These slogans must be issued by the
French and British Parties. .

In addition we have another slogan for which we must fight,
the slogan of the recognition of the Revolutionary Government
by the imperialist governments. I know. {hat several imperialist
governments have shown a tendency to recognise the. Revolu-
tionary Government, nevertheless I believe that we must con-
stantly demand the recognition of the Revolutionary Govern-
ment. Comrades, several years ‘were required until the Russian
Revolution was recognised, but the slogan “Recognition of the
Soviet Government” was one of the most popular among the
toiling masses in France and in other countries, especially in
Great Britain. I believe that. for China this is a slogan with which
we can. best mobilise the masses for a -solidarity movement
in favour of the Chinese revolution. '

There is another task for the Parties directly involved . in
the possibility of the intervention of their own imperialists in

China: Comrade Petrov has emphasised that the work of de-
moralisation and propaganda must be carried on energetically
in the armies of the reactionary generals in China. T say more:
at this time we must emergetically carry on systematic propa-
ganda and demoralisation work among the troops and the
fleets of Great Britain and France, which are at present sta-
tioned in China and in the colonies. ’ :

Finally, all parties 'in other countries which have colonies
in the vicinity of China must establish connections with our
Chinese. comrades and launch a campaign of propaganda, agita-
tion, and action for the Chinese revolution.

Comrades, I have great hopes that all the parties in the
Comintern will devote themselves to this work so that the im-
perialists of all countries will not be able to attack the Chinese
revolution, so that the Chinese revolution can be victorious
(Applause). : .

Comrade- ROY (India):

Comrades, the Chinese question is cettainly the most im--
portant question before this Plenum and it involves a series
of very important and complicated problems.

Since the Shanghai events of May 1925, the Chinese Revolu-
tion has entered into the acutest and most highly developed
stage. The revolution of 1911 overthrew the feudal monarchy
and laid the loundation for the building up ‘of a new China.
The 1911 revolution did not proceed in a straight line. Although
the feudal monarchy was destroyed and a democratic republic
was established nominally, real democracy was not introduced
into the country. Power still remained in the hands of the feudal
military class and foreign imperialism remained the dominant
political power of the country.

During the war, there was even an attempt to undo this
very limited result of the Revolution of 1911. It was the attempt
to restore the monarchy, an attempt which was backed by Japa-
nese imperialism. This attempt was frustrated partly by the
recrudescence of the revolutionary movement inside the country,
and parfly owing to the opposition of American and British
imperialism, which naturally- did not want a monarchy o be
established in China under the protection of :-Japanese imperia-
lism. This stage; which might be called the stage of Japanese
orientation, was succeeded by the stage of American orientation,
which lasted during the latter part of the world war and the
years immediately following. ‘

JIn this period of American orientation the Chinese natio-
nalists looked upon America as the friend of Chinese. libera-
tion, but this hope was destroyed affer Versailles and as a result
of the Washington Conference. '

The depression that followed the collapse of American orien-
tation was succeeded by the revolutionary period of the Chinese
nationalist movement, the period that began in the great boycoit
movement of 1920 and eventually left its impression on the' mass
revolutionary movement, the beginning of which was marked
by the Shanghai events. Since the Shanghai strike of May 1925,
the Chinese revolution has developed almost in a spectacular
way. To be sure, during this period also the development of the
revolutionary forces has not been uninterrupted and in a con-
gxmually'rising line, the revolution has gone forward, although
In a zig-zag line and in the face of tremendous difficulties which
it had to overcome.

. The victorious advance of the Chinese Revolution has cul-
minated in the triumphant march of the Nationalist Army: to
wards: the North.  This has forced -a change upon -imperialist
policy, which should not be overlooked. : ,

As you all know there has been talk of recognition of the
Canton Government by Japan, England and the United .States.
The new imperialist policy has assumed most interesting forms. in
the case of America. These forms show how extremely %angerous
Ameri_cap imperialism is for, the Chinese Revolution. American
Imperialism is trying to recover the moral prestige it enjoyed
in China during the period of American orientation of  the
Chinese nationalist movement. American -imperialism wants to
introduce in China a liberal, humane. imperialism in. the. place
of the old brutal and greedy imperialism; that is, America
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wants to kill China not with bombs and machine-guns, but with
kindness."We have to be wery:carefyl with such a friend.

1 foote L2 ARIES SN B C . .

. This_new orientafion of imperialism has very close and
dangerous connectiori with the' forces inside the Chinese nation-
alist movement. Looked at from “this point of ‘view, we can be
in‘a position to solve the problem of the motive forces behind
the Chinese Revolution. Obviously -this new strategy. of American
;mperial‘ism i§ ‘meant to break the unmity of the anti-imperialist
ront. L Co

Now, which:seetion .of the Chinese population are likely
to fall for .thesei.new temptations?. The burden of imperialist
exploitation does: not fall uniformly on all.portions of the po-
pulation. Te:some parts.of the populatien it is only a negative
burden, and to .some parts it is a positive burden. The imperialist
policy of hindering the development of the economic resources
of the country deprives the native bourgeoisie of the right
to exploit the native labour. power. From this point of view, the
native bourgeoisie is opposed to imperialism. On the other hand,
on whom falls the positive exploitation? On the working class,
on the producing masses, the mass that produces value for
imperialism, ' Co :

From this it is very clear that the antagonism between
imperialism and the majority of the population is irreconcilable,
it must lead to the fight to a finish one way or the other. But
the antagonism which ‘is based on the negative exploitation can
be reconciled, and the policy of imperialism in China at this time
is to find:a possible modus vivendi with a section of the Chinese
bourgeoisie. If the national bourgeoisie determine the progress
and taciics of the revolution it will be sabotaged and weakened as
a consequence of this new policy of imperialism. Therefore, it
is very clear that when we talk aboul' the united anti-imperialist
front we have 16 keep the big bourgeoisie out of account.

. Forejgn imperiakism cannot: hold its position in another
country unless one- section of the native population support it.
Imperialism must have a social basis in the colony. As long
as there -is net a-very broad revelutionary mass movement, it
is possible for. imperialism to stand on a very narrow base. But
.now- the base: ofithe- revolutionary . movement in China is
-enormously ‘broadened; . so. imperialism, in order to. hold its
position -in China, must .also broaden its base - propertionately.
Naturally,-they have.to go to that class of native society whose
antagonism against imperialism is net irreconcilable, they will
seek to broaden the social base by making allies of a certain
section ‘of ‘the Bourgeoisie. During  this period of acute revolu-
tionary ' developriént “tiis process his been going on inside the
nédfionalist forces. 'A' section’ of the bourgeoisie has moved' further
and further away from the revolution, arid in proportion as the
revolutionary -forces (the- proletariat, ‘the peasaniry; the petty-
bourgeoisie). become more -and -more revolutionary, the upper
strata: of -the boungeoisie’ will; move more and more away from
the revolation to-the extent-oi -making a united front with the
imperialists against revolutionary China. This is the situation,
and in view of this, situation  we have to. solve the problem of
the united anti-imperialist front. ' .

Now, comrades, .there is one more point. which _is also a
vital question that has been raised by the Chinese Revolution.
That is:-the agrarian question. The overwhelming majority of
the population are the peasants. Consequently any revolutionary
fight against imperialism and for the democratisation of the
~country must'depend-on:the active participation of.the peasantrv
in this fight.- The-Chiiftese: Revolution in the immediate stages
‘miust primarily be:anvagrarian revolution. In ordér to mobilise
the peasantry and draw- them into this united anti-imperialist
front, the Communist Party, as well as the Kuomintang, must
have an‘agrarian Pprogramme; but in formulating this agrarian
progranimie thé basic question has not been touched upon. The
' programimie is ‘formtufated only as a programme of action, of
immediate detitands. For our work among the peasantry, and
for our winting of the peasantry over to the side of the revolu-
tion, it is necessary to, have a programme of action and of
immediate demands. But, unless the programme is very clearly
‘lajd down, there will' always be the danger of opportunist
" deviations. While formulating an agrarian programme for the
~ Chinese Revolution we must not forget that the question of an
agrarian revolution shall be very clearly put. There is the
question of the nationalisation of land, the confiscation of big
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landowners, estates. These questions cannot be avoided. They
must be put clearly and answered in the negative or in the
positive. The central point of the agrarian programme of the
Chinese Revolution must be the nationalisation-of land.

If it s true that the anti-imperialist campaign in China is
being organised umnder the hegemony of the proletariat, if:this
hegentony of the proletariat is to be strengthened, if the success
of the Chinese Revolution depends on the ability of the prole-
tariat :to -exercise this: hegemony, we cannot but admit that the
leadership.of the peasantry must be in the hands of the prole-
tariat. The Comimunist Party, the Party of the proletariai, must
be the instrument through which this leadership will be exer-
cised, This is aparat from ‘the tactical appreach- to the problem.
Various infermediary organisation forms -may have to be found
in order, first, to establish this leadership, and then to exercise
the leadership effectively. But this is also a question which has
to be cleared up — ‘the ‘Chinese peasantry in the present stage
of the social development will be and can be led in the revolu-
tionary fight against imperialism only under the leadership of
the proletariat. -

There is no question of an immediate Socialist revolution
in China or of the dictatorship of the proletariat, but the
question is whether the revolution which has for its immediate
object the establishment’ of a democratic: government will have
to take a uniform line of development no matter in what period
of history. it takes -place. The bourgeois democratic revolution
in China which is taking place in 1926 will follow the same line
of development as the democratic revolution of Europe in the
middle of the 19th century. The revolution for the democrati-
sation -of China is taking place in the period of ihe decline of
bourgeois democracy, the .decline of capitalism. To-day capi-
talism is a force of ‘counter-revolution on a world scale. Imperia-
lism is trying to create new bases it the colonies and semi-
colonial countries as a method of stabilising its position. The
Chinese Revolution as an’integral part of the world revolution
is a menace 10 the attempted ‘cabpitalist stabilisation.

Consequently, the theory - that the -Chinese Revo'ution,
because’ it is" a democratic: revolution,. must develop under the
hegemiony, o even under the partial leadership, of the bour-
géoisie is 1alse. This' being soy the peasantry, which constitutes
the overwhelming magority of the nationalist forces must bz
led by :the working class. If the Communist Party, owing to its
present numerical weakuess; relative smallness in -comparison
to theisvast population of China, is not yet able to discharge
creditably * this...aspeet ofi+ts activities, -this is no reason to
believe: that we must seek a new leadership for the Chinese
peasantry. The Chinese proletariat, under the Chinese Com-
munist Party; will learn how to lead the peasants in the fight
against imperialism for the democratisation of ‘the country.
The Chinese proletariat, led by the Communist Party in Co-
operation with the revolutionary proletariat of the Western
countries, will be the dominating factor in fthe struggle for
national freedom, will overthrow umperialism, ‘will democratise
the counfry and establish a democratic dictatorship of the
working class and peasantry,” which democratic dictatorship
will immediately lead up to the struggle against capitalism awmd
for the establishment of Sacialism in China.

Comrade SCHAO-LI-TSE. (Kuomintang): .

Comrades, the problem of the'Chinese revolution in our
time is so impodrtant, and the role as well as the Significance
of the Chinese" revolutionary movetient for the world ‘revolution
is so great, that is has ocoupied the serious attention of - the
Enlarged Executive of the C. L, of the delegates of all Com-
munist parties. 1 have not had a chance to read Comrade
Tan-Pin-San’s written report but I approve of the opinions
which Comrade Tan-Pin-San expressed 'here yesterday evening.
Comrade  Tan-Pin-San closed his report with  the following
words: “The  Communists ‘must earnestly support the struggle
for - the' National-revolutionary liberation ot China”. In- the
rame ‘of the Kuomintang I reply to:‘Comrade Tan-Pin-San that
the earnest and iriendly co-operation of the Kuomintang with
the Comunist Party of China is the guarantee for the victory of
the National Revclution. (Applause.)

Morz than that, insofar as the victorious National Revo-
lution ol China leads to the strengthening and extension of the
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revolytionary . front of the world proletariat, insofar must the
Kuomintang march not only -hand in hand with the Communist
Party of China, but also with all the oppressed peoples and
with the revolutionary workers.of the entire world,. -

In his report Comrade Bukharin outlined the possibility of
two - perspectives- of development in China. One of these per-
spectiVes is that following the victory of the National Revo-
lution in"China, Chind may avoid the stage of capitalist develop-
ment. This thesis vo-incides with the 1deas of the leader of the
Kuomintang — Sun-Yat-Sen.

Sun-Yai-Sen, who™ foresaw the \miev‘xtalble misery and ruin

of the toiling masses in the course of the capitalist development,
believed  that the development of China could be directed into
revoliitionary channels and that the stage of capitalist develop-
ment coiild . be avoided. Sun-Yat-Sen’s Socialism consisted in
this, and in this lay that fundamental path which Sun-Yat-Sen
considered absolutely necessary in ithe solution of the question
of economic reconstructlon after the selzure of power by the
Chinese people. :

For-the developmenst of industry there are two prereqursrtes
first; a. domestic market: second, raw material. China has both
of ;these»-‘r‘eqxuisites. Adter ‘the victory of the National Revolution
and the ltberation of China from the yoke of imperidlism and
the remnants of militarisn:, industry will, without doubt, develop
at a rapid rate. The chief obstacles which China will face lie
in the fact that the means of production are very weakly deve-
toped, while on the other hand, the opula’uon has not yel
developed sufficient purchasing’ power. F is. therefore necessary
to improve the living’ conditions of the workers and peasants,
not only for their own sake, but also for, the sake of raising
the findustry of the country. ‘With a relatively developed pur-
chasing power of the 300 million ‘peasants .and thirty million
workers;, Tlus a relatively developed ‘technique, Socialist con-
crtru'chon in Ch.na is absolutely possible and necessary.

‘ QLm—Yat Sen’ s fundamental ‘principle consists of the necessity
of beginning socialist construction as far as is possible under
given development of a historical: sriuation Stin-Yat-Sen’s natio-
nalism consists- in the thesis that in. the present ~$tage of the
revoluation, -first -China must be freéd from the Manchu dynasty
and fromr the¢ imperialist yoke; then it should develop into a seli-
governing: State, simultaneously recognisding the rughr to self-de-
termination ‘of: all smaller nationalities. Sun-Yat-Sen’s democracy
consisted “in ‘the ‘thesis of destroyirig' all political oppression, ‘in
the -theses’ of democratic re-organisation and the tramsfereice of
State power into'the hands of the’ péople. 'Sun-Yat-Sen believed
that the bourgeoisie in the West hypocritically veiled its oppres-
sion of the pe eople under the pretanc@ of demgcracy, under demo-
cratic slogans. He insisted that China should -be governed by .a
revolutiosiary Party which will unite all oppressed sections, and
that only those sections, which were formerly ‘oppressed shfoiuld
enjoy” full freedom.Sun-Yat-Sen’s last principle, — ; Speialism - —
consisted in the thesis of destroying all reIanona o'f economic, in-
equality ationg the classes of the Chinese people, that is, in:the
equalisation of owners}up of land as well as the limitation of pri-
vate capital. Sun-Yat-Sen maintained this thesis: Socialism is'Com-
munisnt. Sun-Yat-Sen was not only not content with the first
Chinese revolution which substituted one power for apother, but
he was likewise not satisfied with the bourgzois revolutions in
the West because they were not consistent and did not carry the
revolution through to the end.

Comrades, it is well-known that since the revolution of 1011
there has been no Manchu dynasty and no despotism in China.
The Kuomintang directs its efiorts towards preventing that after
the national revolution in China there sheould not Le established
a bourgeois State such as exist at present in all countries excent
the Soviet Union. The Kuomintang unites all revolutionary forces
for the struggle against imperialism. But the social basis of ithe
Kuomintang has always keen formed by the oppressed masses.
1 the Kuomintang formerly consisted of so-called secret leagues
for the protection of the interests cf the peasants, today, after its
reorganisation in 1923, the Kuomintang is on the way to be-
coming a mass Party. In the process of its developmeant and
growth the Kuomintang will overcoma 21l bureaucratic and in-
tellectuzl deviations as 'weil as the deviation of those elemants
which vacillate between the revolution and the counter-revolution.
The Kuomintang fo-day openly and in a correct manner fight for
the interests of the workers and peasants: it has recognised that

the national revolution in China can be victorious only when it is -

actually supported by the workers and peasants. The improve-
ment in the conditions of the masses of workers such as the car-
iying out of the agrarian reforms are, according to the Kucmin-
tang manifesto, one of the main tasks of the Kuomintang.

At present over 80 per cent of the Canton organisation of
the Kuomintang are peasants. The percentage of peasants in the
wembership cf the Kuomintang organisation in the province of
Chunan is the same. This fact shows that the Kuo >mintang has
really begun to tight for the interests of the workers and peasants.
In his book on Socialism Sun-Yat-Sen states that the land must
belong to the peasants ‘who work it. Comrade Tschan-Kei-Tschi
declared in his speech before the members of the Kuomintang
Party that the Chinese revolution would be unthinkable if it was
not able to solve correctly the agrarian — that is, the peasant —
questioi.

Comrades, the agrarian question receives the chief attention of
the Kuommtang Party. How shall the agrarian reform be carried
out in Chind? It seems to me that the Enlarged Executive wili
give us suggesticns and general lines in this question. But it
must be kept in mind that all proposals in the question cf agra-
rian reforms must be kept within the limits of reality. It is absoli-
tely necessary to improve the living condjtions of the peasants
and to draw in the broad masses into revolutionary struggle and
co-operation in the government This circumstance will also be
taken up in our agrarian programune. What concrete measures
has the Kuomintang taken in this direction? The last Plenum of
the Kuomintang clearly and distincly favoured a 25 per cent re-
duction of rents and the immediate formation of peasant com-
mittees whose task should bz the protection of the interests of the
broad masses of peasants, etc.

The victories recently won were achieved only as a result
of the sympathy and suppost of the masses .of peasznts. The se-
curity of this, victory would be impossible without realising the
practical demands of the peasants and. wrthout reahsmcr Sun-Yat-
Sen’s thesis that the armed forces shoul- e on the side of the
people, that they must be a popular force i. e that the people must
rule with the aid of the army. In the course of its thirty years’
struggle the Kuomintang always' strove fo obtain the support of
military forces, .

There is for us no doubt \vhatsoever that no revolution can
triumph without armed force. This experience is partw'*]ariv con-
firmed by the situation in China. The overthrow of the Manchu
dynasty by the Revolution of 1905 was achieved mainly through
military force. The fact that {he Kuomnintang bases itself parti-
cularly on military forces seems to me not to be wrong at ail;
at the same time, it must be pointed out that the former method
of carrying out this pohcy was erropeous and false. This false
method was corrected in 1925. And if at present we have certain

-successes and achre\,ements in the Chinese revolution it is precisely

because our work in the revolutionary armmy has improved, be-
cause the armed forces no longer ate igtiored by the masses of
people, but have tecome a real <u’prort d-redl force 'of the people
itself. In these areas which have ‘been: occrrpred by’ the national
revolutionary arnfies, the people have been guaranteed the pos-
sibility of tighting for their interests; on the other hand the pecple
also influence the army and drive it forward along the revolutio-
nary path. It is the task of the Kuomintang to carrv out the ideas
of its leader Sun-Yat-Sen, i. e. to make the army the armed power
of the people.

For the purpose of carrying out the revolutionary policy of
the Kuomintang, it is necessary to play against one another the
existing contradictions among the various groups of imperialists
as well as the various militaristic groups in China, without for-
getting the main task, i. e. the comy‘let“ destruction of imperia-
lism and militarism. 1 can assure vou that the Kuomintang will
fulfil this task.

The basic prerequisites for the victory of the national revo-
{utionary movement in China is the united front of all oppressed
sections. It seems to me that this is importent for the Kuomin-
tang as well as for the national revolutionary parties of other
countries, which also face the task of liberating the oppressed
peoples from the yoke of imperialism and militarism. A united
front of the ompressed sections is important not only for the
Chinese revolution. but also for the revolutionary Parties of the
entire world., The Chinese Revolution will either be victorigus
as the umited front of all revolutiouary elements, or it will not
triumph at all; but we are convinced that the Kuomintang, under
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the leadership of the Communist Party and of the Comintern, will
fuifil its historic role. (Applause.) :

Comrade TJO-CHUN (Corea):

I should like to call the attention of the Enlarged Executive,
and especially of the Chinese comrades, to the faoct that Japanese
imperialism is one of the most dangerous and perhaps the
most dangerous enemy of the Chinese Revolution. During the
world war, the Japanese imperialists, who knew how to make
~<apital out of the internecine struggle of the great imperialist
powers, began to realise their plans prepared long in advance
for the conquest of China and the establishment of their rule
throughout the entire Far East — a goal for which they have
been working incessantly for many years.

The notorious ultimatum of May Tth. 1915, this day is the
famous day of China’s national humilation which the Japanese
imperialists issued to China, contained the demand that China
should submit its entire political and economic life to Japanese
imperialism. But this did not yet satisfy the appetite of Japanese
imiperialism. The Revolution in Russia, and its weaknesses in
the first years after the October uprising, gave Japanese imperia-
lism an opportunity to carry out its maximum programme, which

planned for the eventual acquisition of Siberia. That was the -

culminating point of the annexation efforts of Japanese imperia-
ism. Shortly afterward Japanese imperialism had to retreat in
the Far East under the blows of the victorious partisan fighters
and oft he Red Army. The Soviet power was established there
despite the fact that Japan most actively supported Admiral
Koltchak and all other counter-revolutionary Generals.

The Washington Conference gave a new blow to Japanese
imperializsm — but from the other side. ‘At this Conierence, the
United States took @a highly hostile attitude towards Japan, and
forced Great Britain to give up the Anglo-Japanese alliance
and to curb considerably its appetite in China.

Despite its failures, however, Japanese imperialism did not
give up the development of its economic and particularly its
political ‘positions in North China and in Manchuria. Chang-
Tso-Lin developed into the most loyal tool of Japanese fimperia-
lism; neither Wu-Pei-Fu, serving British imperialism, nor Sun-
Chuan-Fang serving American imperialism, could compare
with him.

The defeat of Go-Sun-Ling at Mukden, which was followed
by the retreat oi the People’s :Armies, was the result of the
direct and active intervention of Japan. Although Go-Sun-Ling
made all possible promises to Japan that he would do nothing
against Japanese interests in Manchuria, the Japanese imperial-
ists did not hesitate at armed intervention, in order to maintain
Chang-Tso-Lin’s domination in North Manchuria.

Japan can not at any price tolerate the viciory of the

revolution in North China; as far as it lies in its power, it will
never ftolerate .it, ‘because such a wictory would le;a.d to very
severe and serious consequences for Japanese imperialism.

It must not be forgotten that Korea is the weakest link in
the chain of Japanese imperialism. On March 1st, 1919, the
masses of Korea, without distinction as to class, expressed their
full hatred against Japanese imperialism which, to use Lentin’s
expression, oppresses Korea with increditable brutality and
Asiatic barbarity. For many years, the toiling masses of Korea
have been carrying on vigorous and unequal struggle against
the Japanese imperialists, who exercise in Korea a terror un-
precedented for its brutality and who employ the most bar-
barous methods in the struggle against the revolutionary move-
ment. The Japanese imperialists have established a regular
system of provocation, torture and terror.

The June events in Korea have shown that the young Korean
Communist Party and Y. C. L., who are forced to work under
incredibly diflicult conditions, knew how to place themselves at
the head of the revolutionary mass movement.

Of especially great significance for the rise of the national
revolutionary movement in Korea are those victories which the
Chinese revolutionary armies have won over the reactionary
Chinese Generals. The struggle of the Chinese people against
the imperialists and particularly against Japanese imperialism,
has evoked the liveliest sympathy and the highest enthusiasm
among the broad masses of Korea.

~ The Japanese imperialists understand very well that the
victory of the Revolution in North China, and especiay in
Manchuria, mean the beginning of the end of their domination
in Korea. That is the reason why Japan is doing everything in
its power to make a victory of the Chinese Revolution in North
China impossible. At present Japanese imperialism seeks to
take advantage of the complete destruction of Wu-Pei-Fu, as
well as the considerable weakening of British imperialism in
China, for the purpose of advancing its own interests and to
entrench itself in North China and even ‘in Central China. The
victory of Canton over Mukden means a serious defeat for
Japanese imperialism and ‘threatens Japan with the loss of
Korea. At the same time, there is in Japan itselt a wide revolu-
tronary movement among the workers and peasants. It can
therefore be said that the loss of Mukden and the defeat of
Chang-Tso-Lin is a question of life or death for Japanese im-
perialism in the sense that it stands or falls with Mukden and
Chang-Tso-Lin. The Chinese revolution must seriously prepare
for the struggle against Chang-Tso-Lin and must keep in view
the fact that he is backed by Japan, which will not hesitate to
intervene openly against the Chinese revolution.

In the struggle against Japanese imperialism, the Chinese
revolution can count not only on the active support of the revo-
lutionary movement in Japan, but also on the adtive support of
the Korean yeople, above all of the Korean Communist Party
and the Korean Young Communist League, which stand at the
head of the Korean national revolutionary movement and are
ready tfo attack Japanese imperialism from the rear and thereby
facilitate the victory of the Chinese revolution. (Applause.)

(Close of Session.)
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Thirteenth Session.

Moscow, December 2nd, Evening.
Comrade Kolarov (Chairman), opened the session at 7,45

P. m. and gave the floor to Comrade Tan Ping-Schan, for his
concluding speech.

Concluding Speech of Comrade Tan-Ping-Shan on the
Situation in China.

Comrades, after the extensive discussion on the Chinese
question I should like to emphasise a few important points in
my closing words, and to summarise the views of the com-
rades who participated in the discussion. I should like to say
that the chief task which now confronts us is to find out how
we can consolidate the victories we have won, and how we
can gain further successes. Thanks to the military victories of
the Canton troops all the revolutionary forces in China con-
centrate themselves while the forces of reaction fall more and
more into splinters from day to day. In order to maintain our
victory we must, as far as possible, develop the workers’ and
peasants’ movement of China, and we must rally the support
of the world proletariat. Hence I consider that the slogan
proposed by the French comrade, Doriot, is correct: Mass pres-
sure on'the government at home to prevent military intervention
by the imperialists, to bring about the annullment of the une-
qual treaties, and official recognition of the Canton Government
as the Nationmal Government.

The present position of China is such that it is subject
to militarist intervention on the part of the imperialists. In
order to forge their intrigues, in order to carry out their inter-
vention, the imperialists can either organise a direct action or
else support the militarists and all the other reactionary ele-
ments (the merchants’ militia, the so-called Paper Tiger of
1924) and the bandits that are spread throughout China, fin
order thereby not only fo check the Chinese revolution but also
to instigate a new imperialist war.

As to the trend of the Chinese revolution we know that
there is room for two possibilities: that the national revolution
can come under the leadership either of the bourgeoisie or of
the proletariat. The moment has now come when the proletariat
must come to grips with the bourgeoisie for hegemony in the
leadership of the national revolution. In order to be able to
note this tendency and ocorrectly appraise it, we must first
correctly appraise the forces of the bourgeoisie, as well as our
own strength.

In China capitalism -has already developed to a certain -

extent, but the bourgeaisie is still very weak, Nevertheless they
have already begun to participate in the National Government
after the occupation of Hankow and Wuchang by the Canton
troops. Why has the bourgeoisie joined in the national struggle
just at this time? Because the Chinese bourgeoisie today still
suffers under the pressure of foreign capital, and because they
know that the war, which is raging uninterruptedly between
the Chinese military cliques, objectively hinders the develop-
ment of Chinese capitalism, and hence, also the development
of the Chinese bourgeoisie. Also for the reason that of late
the bourgeoisie is becoming more class-conscious, because it
sees that the labour movement has developed so rapidly re-
cently that the possibility exists that the leadership of the natio-
nal revolution will be captured by the proletariat. Therefore
the bourgeoisie is forced to enter the national struggle in order
to seize the leadership for itself.

But the bourgeoisie is still weak. Why? Because the forces
of the bourgeoisie are not concentrated. They are not concen-
trated: 1. because of the antagonism between Chinese and
foreign capital, the latter still predominating; 2. because of the
antagonism between various groups of the Chinese bourgeoisie,
between the industrial and.trading ocapitalists of China; and
3. because of the differences between foreign capitalists, bet-
ween the American, British and Japanese, each of whom ende-
avours to capture the Chinese market for his own capital and
commodities. These contradictions are still exceptionally great

and, objectively, prevent the unification of the forces of the
Chinese bourgeoisie.

The bourgeoisie is still weak because its political attitude
is not consistent, and thereby it forfeits the support and con-
fidence of the masses of the people. In the Shanghai events, the
workers, merchents and students formulated seventeen demands
against the imperialists, whereupon the Shanghai Chamber of
Commerce (the Shanghai big bourgeoisie) countered these with
thirteen demands representing only the interests of their own
class, thereby betraying the interests of the entire nation.

The Chinese bourgeoisie is unable to win the broad masses
of peasantry for the very reason that the young Chinese bour-
geoisie has sprung chieflly from the landowners, or has direct
or indirect relations with them. The class struggle on the
countryside between landowners and peasant masses is very
sharp. There is, consequently, a conflict between the peasantry
and the bourgeoisie, For this reason it is impossible for the
bourgeoisie to win the peasantry. )

. While the bourgeoisie is weak, it is nevertheless of im-
portance in the national revolution because, first of all, it is
economically tied up with the middle and petty bourgeoisie.
For this reason, by making certain concessions to this petty
bourgeoisie, it can win over the urban petty and middle bour-
geoisie to its side. Secondly, it can also win the troops, which
can go either with the bourgeoisie or with the worker and
peasant classes, which can be either revolutionary or counter-
recolutionary. The Chinese bourgeoisie has thé chance of ex-
ploiting the Chinese troops, who are recruited especially from
among unemployed and impoverished peasants.

In view of the weak development of Chinese capitalism the
Chinese proletariat is also weak. But it is concentrated and
centralised, it has sturdy, solid organisations. The political
slogans issued by the Chinese proletariat represent the interests
uot only of their own class, but also, at all times, the interests
of the national revolution. The Chinese proletariat therefore
enjoys the complete support and trust of the masses of the
people. " The Chinese proletariat is able to win over the
peasantry to its side, to advance jointly with the rural masses.
In every struggle in Kwantung, the workers and peasants al-
ways proceed jointly, they stand shoulder to shoulder in the
front ranks againsf the counter-revolution, and for this reason
we can maintain that the Chinese revolution can be consistently
and victoriously carried out only under the leadership of the
Chinese proletariat.

But if one says that the proletariat has already captured
the leadership of the revolution, the hegemony, this is not a
fact but an exaggeration. We must capture the hegemony of
the revolution, and this by means of a joint battle-front with
the peasantry, with all revolutionary and petty bourgeois ele-
ments, in order thereby to establish a revolutionary anti-impe-
rialist government which will represent the interests of the
whole nation, and which will wage the final struggle against
imperialism. This government must be under the leadership of
the proletariat. It must be in such a position as fo be able to
develop the power of the broadest masses, It must be able to
defend specially the interests of the broad peasantry. And even
this is not enough. We must iin addition be more firmly united
than heretofore with the Workers’ and Peasants’ Republic, with
the U.S.S.R. and with the world proletariat, in order thereby
to be in a position to organise a united battle front against
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imperialism. Only in this way is the victory of the Chinese
revolution assured.

We need lose no words concerning the weightiness of the
peasant question in the present situation in China. We might
merely mention a few “incidentals” that illustrate the force, the
power of the broad peasant strata in China. In Kwanwmng,
every struggle waged by the national government against the
native reactionary generals, always found the peasant masses
in the front ranks. At that time when the grim struggle took
place between the Camton QGowvernment and Genéral Chen Chu-
nting, the peasant masses already began to attack the reactio-
nary troops from the rear, before the Canton treops had even
arrived. ‘there is, e.g. a high-way from the Canton troops
along this road and only when the forces of the Canton Govern-
iment were already in front of the enemies’ camp was their
presence discovered. Nothing was left for the foe but to take
10 his nzels.

"A great deal has been said about the so-called “League
of Red Lances”. Many say. that these Red Lances are a sort of
bandits. This is not true. They are armed, organised peasants
who are uninterruptedly fighting the local generals in North
China, particularly in the provinces of Honan, Shantung, and
Chihli. Thus in Shantung province, 3,000 members of this
League were slaughtered by the cannons and machine guns of
General Chang Chung-chang, and in the province of Honan,
more than 10,000 by Wu Pelfu after he had employed these
peasants to destroy the Second National Army. This League
of Red Lances once occupied a county town in° Honan pro-
vince for seven days without calling forth any disorders among
the masses.

*We may say that this League of Red Lances is an armed
force organised by the peasant masses themselves. Our Chinese
Party must devdte the greatest attention to it, in order to direct
it, politically and organisationally, as an important factor for
the destruction of the militarists. :

That the Chinese peasants, like the peasants in other coun-
tries, need land, is seli-understood. Yet there are many Chinese
comrades who think that at least for the present, it is not
necessary to deal with the agrarian -question in China. We
must record that in China there is a great number of land-
owners. The poor peasants, who have from one to ten moo
(1 moo = '/i6. dessiatin), comstitute 40% of the total rural po-
pulation, but they have only one-sixth of the total arable land.
On the other hand the category with over 100 moo and up
to 1,000 and 10,000 holds 43% of the total, even though they
constitute only 5% of the whole rural population. We thus
have a very big difference between rich and poor peasants.

How can -anyone say that the agrarian question is not
acute in China? The agrarian question is now more acute than
ever before, and il it .is mot solved at.a proper time, the
victory of the national revolution cannot be assured. We must
formulate. a. political programme for the peasantry in order
to give a basie solution ‘of the agrarian question. At present
we must raise a few definite demands and try to carry them
out. Politically we must demand the participation of the pea-
santry in local government, the arming of the peasantry, etc.
In North and South China, corrupt officials are ruling every-
where, they wield local power and of course always side with
the landowners against the peasants. We must arm the peasantry
because without arms the peasants cannot get anywhere, they
cannot participate in local governments.

Economically we must, as I have already said before, try
to solve the tax question, forbid exploitation by the usurers,
etc. In the ferritory of the Canton Government we can now
demand the confiscation of the estates of church, compradores,

i

military lords, and those big landowners who are openly
fighting the revolutionary government.

But we absolutely must bring the peasantry under the
leadership of the proletariat. That is why the question of the
labour movement is always the most important concern of our
Party. The trade umions in China must be extended and deve-
loped on the largest possible scale. The Communist Party of
China must lead the working class iin its political and economic
struggles, and must fight for the interests of the toiling masses.
A umfqgrm economic- programme~must be formulated for the
labour “movement in order  to -unify the movéments in the
various parts of China. The demands for a factory law, for a
labour taw, for the 8-hour day, must be realised as quickly
as possible.

The Youth movement also plays an important role in the
present struggles. Already in the famous movement of May 4th
1919, the young studenis appeared as the vanguard of the
national revolution against imperialism, The fact also- that the
young students, who mostly spring from the middle and petty
bourgeoisie, objectively drive forward the peasant movement
on the countryside, gives the youth movement a particular
importance. These youths participate in the political and econo-
mic struggles of their- own class, as well as in the struggles
of the national revolution. i

In the course of the current battles of the Canton troops
against Wu Pei Fu and the other military lords, the question of
work among the troops becomes more acute every day. The
Canton troops have captured certain provinces but. these vic-
tcries are not assured unless we correctly carry out the poli-
tical work among the soldiers. We must do our utmost so that
the movement of the masses keeps up with the military victo-
ries. In my last speech I did not mention the question of the
youth movement, and the question of work among the troops,
that is why I am supplementing my speech today.

The chief question for us is the question of the united
revolutionary front, and the question of the relationship of the
Communist Party to the Kuomintang. Comrade Chan-Li-tse
said in -his speech that the Kuomintang will work together
with the Chinese Communist Party, with the U.S.S.R. and
with all nations that recognise China as an equal. The Kuo-
mintang will continue the anti-imperialist struggle and the
struggle for the interests of the workers and peasants. Well,
we are well satisfied with this declaration and we hope that
the collaboration between the Kuomintang, the Communist
Party, the U.S.S.R. ‘and the world proletariat, as well as all
oppressed nations, will become even closer and better than in
the past. We hope that' the' demands of the peasant masses will
be satisfied on the part of the Kuomintang as quickly as pos-
sible. Thereby the Kuomintang will be strengthened, the natio-
nal government secured, and the victories already won will be

-consolidated. Only in this manner can we gain new victories

and complete the national revolution.

We, the Chinese Communists, will do our best to organise
a united nationalist revolutionary front in China, and in the
near future, to lead it. The task of tlie Communist International,
28 formulated by comrade Bukharin, is to put into effect. the
alliance of the Chinese people, with the U.S.S.R., and the
proletariat of Western Europe.. We, the Chinese Communists,
will do our best to contribute our part to the fulfilment of this
task. (Applause.)

Comrade KOLAROV (Chairman):

Next - will be the report of Comrade Murphy on the III
point on our agenda, “The British General Strike and its Les-
sons”, Comrade Murphy has the floor. {(Great applause.)
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The Lessons of the English Strike.

Comrade MURPHY (England):

Comrades, the first words that I must say this evening
before going to my report proper, must be with reference to
the termination of the miners’ lockout. Everyone here who has
become acquainted with the terms upon which this dispute has
ended, after so magnificent a struggle on the part of the miners,
will join in declaring quite openly and frankly that the agree-
ments which have been made in the districts can only be re-
garded as agreements made under duress, and can only remain
intact just so long as the miners have not developed power
enough to smash them. No one of us, under the circumstances
existing iin Britain can regard these agreements as worthy of
anything other than to be completely shattered at the earliest
possible date. I am quite confident that the admiration we have
for the miners and for their women-folk who have joined them
so magnificently in the struggle, will inspire us to render still
further aid to them to the best of our ability. We helped them
to fight against the imposition of slave conditions. We will
help them to shatter these new fetters of slavery.

1 have to report nmow upon the English situation with
special reference to the General Strike and the miners’ lockout,
for these two together constitute the most profound and far
reaching event in the history of Great Britain for a hundred
years. On May 3, of this year, 4 million workers, with one
accord, struck a mighty blow at the very ifoundations of the
oldest imperialist country in the world. For nine hectic days
their ranks were solid. Enthusiasm was growing — the will
to extend and develop that struggle was spreading far and
wide amongst the workers of other industries that had not been
called into action. Suddenly, through treachery on the part of
the leadership of the unions and the labour movement, the
strike was called off and a million' miners were left in the
lurch to continue an isolated struggle lasting now for seven
months despite- the mighty array of State power and all the
forces of class oppression mobilised against them.

Accompanying this mighty conilict of class forces, we have
witnessed the farthest reaching advance of international soli-
darity action, led by the workers of the Soviet Union. We have
been witness to a wholesale disturbance in world economy,
and in the framework of British imperialism. We have been
wiitness to far-reaching .changes in class relations on an inter-
national scale. The importance and significance of this great
event can hardly be over-estimated. So profound has been the
effect upon every phase of the situation in Britain itself that
we can now unhesitatingly say that the working class of Britain
has definitely stepped out upon the path which leads to Social
Revolution. Such an event constitutes a political event of world
importance, it warrants our deepest study,

In presenting this report on behalf of the Executive Com-
niittee 1 do not intend to repeat in full the report on the
thesis of the  June Executive meeting when it summed up the
British situation on the lessons of the British General Strike
from May 3rd to 12th. In the Thesis which has been presented
to the Enlarged Plenum we have confined ourselves as much
as possible to supplementing the June thesis rather than going
into a repetition of our work on that occasion.

At that time we established, first, that the general position
of British economy in refation to world economy, may be cha-
racterised as that of a steady process of decline. We also stated
that a most important conponent part of the general decline of
British imperialism has been the acute crisis in the British
mining industry. These conclusions have been completely veri-
fied by the events which have followed. Indeed, one of the most
important features of the miners’ struggle is the fact that it pro-
ceeds on the battle ground of the decline of the British Empire,
a decline which has gone so far that the capitalist class of
Britain are no longer able to make concessions to the workers
and every conflict, even for the most elementary economic de-
mands, is converted rapidly into a political struggle of first
class immportance.

Let us examine the effect of the strike and the lockout om
British economy in general. In Comrade Bukharin’s report a
number of statistics were brought forward which show that
Britain has lost her monopolistic position in world trade, that
in the development process of the colonies and dominions Bri-
tain is rapidly losing ground to the United States.

The figures show that. this feature is not confined to the
British Empire, but extends to the whole of her world trade.
But within the British Empire itself the process has strengthened
what we call the centrifugal factors operating against the British
Empire. I mean by that, the tendency for the elements of the
British Empire to draw apart from the centre (Great Britain).
I want to supplement the information which is conveyed in Com-
rade Bukharin’s report in order that we may get a more com-
plete measure of the extent and seriousness of the decline of
Great Britain.

First of all let us examine the Stafe expenditure as reve-
aled in the national budget. In 1914 the national budget amoun-
ted to 72 million pounds. At the end of the War it rose to 1,000
millions. In 1026, after very many strenuous efforts to reduce
the budget, it amounted still to 824 million pounds. The muni-
cipal budget in 1913 amounted to 71 millions, in 1925 it had
risen to 160 millions. I want you to grasp the significance of
these figures. They mean a rise of from 18 to 40% of the national
income passing into the national exchequer and the exchequers
of municipal authorities. How does this compare with the po-
sition of her greatest rival America? It is estimated that of the
American national income only 105% goes into national expen-
diture iin the form of taxation. Now while Amenica can foresee a
balanced budget in the immediate future, Great Britain has to
face the faot that this year as a direct sequel to the 7 months
lockout, there is already a deficit of 62 million pounds in the
first 6 months of the year, and although it iis usual for income to
come in more rapidly during the latter part of the year, there is
every prospect of a very substantial deficit im the national
budget at the end of the year.

The position of the municipalities is equally bad from the
standpoint of the bourgeoisie. No less than 60 unions of the
local authorities have been forced from economic necessity to
apply for loans for relief.

Turning from the national local finances to the effects on
British industry in general, and especially, on the heavy in-
dustries already heavily hit by the crisis, Sir Robert Horn, a
leader of the Federation of British Industries, in a speech agita-
ting for the cutting of relief, declared that 11 shipyards on
the Clyde in 1913 paid £ 17,000 in taxes for poor relief, but in
1925 the amount has risen to £ 61,000.. In 1926 this amount will
have considerably increased. What these 11 yards will have to
pay as the present economic conditions continue can well be
imagined. But he went still further to show the effect of the
stoppage upon the economic life of the country. He went on to
say that in Sheffield the poor rate was 2d. on the pound in
1913 but today in 1926 it has risen to 5/1d, — this meant an
advance in the cost of steel production, When this is taken in
relation to the intensified competition with foreign steel manu-
facturers, when we realise how narrow is the margin for com-
petition, the serious effect of the stoppage upon steel production
is obwvious to all of. us.

But the situation does not end here. Turning from taxation
in general and its effect upon trade, let us examine the imports
and exports. Here we shall find that imports are growing, ex-
ports declining. So much so, that even when all allowances have
been made for what are called re-exports and invisible exports
(earnings of shipping and returns of foreign investments), we
find the situation described by the “Bankers’ Magazine” as
follows: Taking into account these invisible exports it comes to
the conclusion that 5 months of the stoppage meant a total ad- |
verse balance of 44/, million pounds for the year and conse-
quently, “We as a nation have been temporarily living beyond
our means and have been drawing upon the rest of the world
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for a proportion of our daily needs. At the same time in order
to meet the bill we have, nationally and individually, had to draw
upon our savings”, “

Let us go still further. From an exporter of coal during
these months, Britain has turned into an importer and in the
process has dislocated her shipping traffic. Formerly she ex-
ported coal and used the vessels which went out with coal to
bring back grain and foodstuffs. Now the ships are sailing out
with ballast to bring back coal, thus necessitating extra charges,
giving away all the advantages she had previously in the way
of regulating freights; and she is unable to bring the foodstuffs
as ireely as hitherto while at the same time creating such a
shortage in shipping that the freight rates soar to unprece-
dented heights.

When we take all these facts in relation to the story told
by unemployment and the time lost in industrial disputes, it
can be no exaggeration to say that the General Strike and coal
struggle has accentuated the general decline on a very large
scale and that it will continue to do so. Do not think for a
moment that simply because the lockout has ended that this
means an immediate readjustment of the market and immediate
recovery. It must not be forgotten, as Joynson Hicks points out
this week, that the orders for coal have been of such a character
that they extend over a long period and even though the mines
were working in full swing tomorrow morning, the import of
coal into Britain will continue until at least February next. One
can understand from this faot alone what a discrupting effect
this situation will continue to have on British industry. Already
we can hear outcries from industrial centres with regard to
having too much coal on hand, When the mines get working
fully and the imports continue to come in, we can see that there
will be another crisis in the coal market during the next few
months. "

Now let us take the effect upon unempioyment and see
what these figures show. In 1921 when the last great lockout
of the miners took place there were 1,500,000 unemployed.
Since that time the figures of unemployment have not gome
below a million, and today, apart from the 'miners, there are
on the register 1,500,000 unemployed. When these figures are
kept in mind and related to the tremendous dislocation caused
by stoppages in industry we can take the measure of the great
forces which are operating to undermine the position of the

British industry. For example, in 1921 there were 86 million .

days lost in disputes. In 1926, up to the termination of the
lockout, there were 165 to 170 million days lost as a result of
the lockout and General Strike.

- Nor can we take all these ligures out of relation to the
position of British agriculture, which continues to decline year
by year. This is a feature of the generai econmomic crisis of
Britain. So when we visualise the adverse balance with regard
to import and export trade simultaneously with a decline in
agriculture, simultaneously with the eating into the financial
reserves of the country, we can understand how serious is the
position for British economy.

At the centre of this crisis stands the coal crisis. Ever
since 1921 when the coal crisis flared up and produced a
stoppage of three months duration, an open conflict between
the miners and mineowners has only been avoided by a series
of “accidents”. Coal exports, which formed a great proportion
of Brithis trade exports, have been continually declining in these
years of the development of home production in other’ countries,
increasing’ rivalry of Britain’s competitors and the coming in of
new fuels — especially oil. Britain‘has now 1ost almost completely
the South Amierican market as a result of the storpage, and a
large part of her European market has been taken over by
Germany. America has increased her Sutput of coal on a ftre-
mendous scale and has been wise enough to look well ahead
and to involve Britain in purchasing her coal exports right into
next year. She has displaced Britain in South America and has
become a great exporter of coal to England. *

Nevertheless none of these efforts could make up for the
cessation of British coal production and at the present moment
there is a definite world shortage: of coal which has had the
effect of increasing’ prices- and raising freight rates evérywhere.
Al of these things' naturally. have their repercussions -on the
economic life of other ‘countries besides England. French prices

have been rising rapidly. Ruhr prices of anthracite coal went
up 100%, Belgian domestic coal has risen 120%. In Poland
there has been such a shortags of trucks that it is declared to
be disastrous. In Italy there is such a shortage of trucks that
many big works are finding it difficult to carry on. In America
prices are rising steadily. So wmuch for the economic background
and the economic ‘effects of these seven months of struggle.

In thus summing up the economic situation created by the
coal strike which the bourgeoisie themselves estimate to have
cost £ 500,000,000 we can record that British capitalism is now -
compelled to draw om its reserves — that it no longer has sur-
plus capital for export. It is faced with a heavy burden of
taxation in one form or, another. It has an increasing indebted-
ness, it faces imore severe comipetition from her rivals.

When we review these serious factors we must also ask,
has there been no counter-balancing factors arising out of this
situation? In answering, we have to record certain developments
which show that British capitalists are not prepared to give up
the ghost, even economically, without great eiforts to recover.
This is observed in the growth of trustification, one of the
immediate effects of this great crisis. This is going on rapidly
in the mining industry itself. Not reckoning the financial comn-
trol which these companies exercise over other concerns. These
are indications of the immediate effects in regard to trustifi-
cation in the mining industry.- That they have been thought of
prior to the stoppage is seen in the Coal Commission report.
It was hoped to see the small mining companies starved out
and swallowed by the big ones as a result of the increasing
difficulties in the mining industries.

In addition to this development, we have to record the
formation of big combines in the chemical industry where a
trust has been formed with a capital of £ 30,000,000. Then we
have the Lever Combination with a capital of about £ 86,000,000,
a trustification process in the motor industry, etc. so we wit-
ness an immediate strenuous effort on the part of the bourgeoisie
in Britain to pull their forces together, to intensify the process
of trustification. This is the immediate economic reaction in the
capitalist ranks with regard to the coal stoppage.

Nevertheless, when these efforts are taken imto account we
still are driven to the comclusion that the crisis has not only
carried Britain further down the decline, but it has accentuated
its difficulties in its relations with other countries and has
accentuated the rivalry between the powers. We can say quite
definitely that the immediate effect of the lockout of seven months
duration has been to further aceentuate the inequalities of the
capitalist forces throughout Europe:especially.

Let us consider how the stoppage has effected the political
situation. In considering the changes which have taken place
during the period under review the fact is clear that however
the course of events of Great Britain’s diplomacy may have gone,
the internal situation of Great Britain has prohibited her from
following up her diplomatic plans with any great force.” Hence
we have been witness to a considerable setback in her plans
in a variety of directions. First of all her plan for a European
bloc against America and her plans for the encirclement of the
Soviet Union have, to say the least, not been very successful.
That these objectives were in the minds of the British Govern-
ment, in her great Locarno scheme — there is no doubt. These
were frustrated at.Geneva on the one hand when Brazil made
her move under the pressure of America and on the other hand
by France and Germany, who have grown more fraternal in
their relations, witness the Thoiry conversations and the' steel
combine project. But if Britain' was ‘¢ompelled to change her
line in Europe and seek new positions with the aid of Italy,
no less severe are the blows she had received in the Far East.

It is only a short time ago that Britain was striving with
all her might to.secure a military intervention policy in- China.
But ‘Britain dare not enter into a war under such circumstances
as. existed at home in this period. With -her steel industries at
a standstill, with the output of coal at a standstill and transport
dislocated, for Britain to pursue her policy of armed interven-
tion to its logical end was practically an impossibility. Conse-
quently, we can say that this great.struggle of the miners has.
helped the Chinese revolution enormously. Historically speaking
the General Strike and Miners’ lockout have been the allies of
thé Chinese Revolution. T AR T

This is not the only setback: which British imperialism has
received during these months. Then the troubles with Australia
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and South Africa need only be mentioned to complete the
picture.

That Britain’s weakness is apparent on all frogts is obvious
irom the proceedings of the British Empire Conierence which
opened in London in the midst of the coal dispute. There were
two guests at this Conference who were not wanted, but who
were ever present — first the miners and second America. The
Ministers assembled there knew quite well that the longer the
stoppage continued the worse would be the financial condition
of Great Britain and the more they must look to the U.S. A.
for assistance. How can Britain export capital when her
balance shows a deficit? Lest it be thought that we are exagge-
rating the situation, permit me tfo quote Mr. Keynes who
estimated that the bills for overseas investments during recent
years are as follows: in 1924 123 million pounds were available;
in 1925 85 million pounds, while from January to September
1926 the ﬁgure has fallen to 38 million pounds. He adds that
at present we have no surplus for foreign investment and that
we must reckon on a deficit of £ 21 million by the end of
the year. :

This state of affairs does not hold great promise to the
colonies, and, as Mr. ‘Bruce, the Premier of Australia, explained
with regard to markets, that if Britain cannot fill the bill then
they would have to look further afield. In regard to finance we
know where their eyes turn, we are all familiar with the gold
bug of America. We know also that Britain last year was com-
pelled to place an embargo on the export of capital even to the
colonies, so.that Australia had to look to the United States for
money. We are also aware that Great Britain has been unable
this year to invest any money in Canada. Indeed it is stated
that at the present time Britain has less money invested in
Canada than before the war. In order to meet the present situ-
ation there has been an export of gold from British holdings
in Australia to the United States. So long as this process con-
tinues it is difficult to see how the bonds of the Empire are
going to be held tightly together. It appears as if America is
untying these bonds very nicely. .

In spite of all the facts I have brought before you with
regard to British economic difficulties, we are witness to a very
interesting contradiction — this is a contradiction between the
prosperity of the banks, finance and certain finishing, mainly
luxury, industries and on the other hand the intense depression
of the basic industries, such as coal,: steel and textiles. This
phase is referred to in the London “Times” of the 21st of June.
It says: “Taken as a whole this year’s report of companies en-
gaged in heavy .industries. are the worst since the collapse of
post-armistice boom, and in many cases the worst in all the
ups and dewns of a long history. Yet the vemaliining industries,
for us, are enjoying a very fair measure of prosperity and not
a very few of them an exceptional amount of it.”

There is an interesting exlpanation -given for this pheno-
mena, by Dr. Snow, lecturing before a statistical society. He
analysed the situation as follows: That whereas in 1913 75%
of our imports were balanced by our exporfs, only 66% of these
imports were met by exports in 1925, the balance being affected
by invisible exports, that is to say, the income from foreign
investments, shipping and all kinds of commissions, etc. These
have increased in relation to visible imports and in fact have
increased absolutely. For 1913, they amounted to £339,000,000, in
1923 — £373,000,000 and in‘1924—-25 £429,000,000.

Dr. Snow says- that

“while the tendency before the wir was for exports to
increase in importance as a medns of paying off imports,
today the tendency has been reversed. The change is of
menacing significance, a significanee that cannot be ignored”.

It means that all this flourishing’ of the ‘banks and of certain
luxury industries, is due to the income derived from invest-
ments overseas, in the Dominions, the Colonies, etc. This rise,
which is indicated as an absolute rise in the income, which
is to a considerable extent.hiding the fundamental seriousness
of the economic situation in Britain, is-due to the fact that for
a number of years these, investments have not been paying
Tully and now they have .come to fruition. Hence the absolute
rise of income from investments in the colonies, in.the Domini-
ons. etc. But even when these are taken into account we find

that this year, as a result of the stoppage, there is a big deficit
in the national balance sheet, and an inability on the part
of Great Britain — even from a financial point of view, to
maintain her hold upon the colonies and of the Dominions espe-

- cially, because of her inability to supply capital to these parts

of the Empire.

To think that there is a possibility of Britain recovering
by “shifting her unemployed to the Dominions, as is indicated
in the Imperial Conierence is equally fatuous. This idea of
exporting the great masses of the unemployed to the Dominions
as a solution of the situation only needs a moment’s considera-
tion. What do the Dominions require to make migration there
at all a workable proposition? The Dominions do not want
the mass of unemployed that are in England, what they do
want is immigrants with £ 400 of capital each. Well, I do
not know any one of the unemployed whe can get anywhere
near - that figure. So let us examine the situation in the Do-
minions and see how they feel about it. New Zealand for
example; .

“In all the cities, except perhaps in Wellington, which
is undergoing a rapid extension of building in the labour
situation there has been a worse state of unemployment
than in 1921—1922. Meanwhile every steamer from Britain
is bringing in masses of emigrants. It is true that the farming
areas will absorb a certain proportion — but the British
coming into New Zealand do not want to go on the farms.

They are replacing the native population in the industries”
and this of course has caused dissatisfaction among the natives.
So there is developing a feeling against Great Britain as a
consequence of this proposal to unload the unemployed in New
Zealand. That it is the same in Australia goes without saying.
The possibility therefore of handing on the great mass of un-
employed, these two million paupers, to the Dominions proves
to be not so simple a solution of the economic difficulties in
which Great Britain is today. -

But not only are they failing with regard to their emi-
gration schemes, but the dominions are developing their own
seli-assertive bourgeoisie. Australia is developing her own bour-
geoisie, and very much so. Where before the war only 13%
of Australia’s debts were owed to Australians, this year
Australian capital has so far developed on national lines, that
55% of the debts of Australia are internal debts to Australians,
meaning a corresponding decrease in regard to Great Britain.
Consequently it is not surprising that Mr. Bruce gets on his
hind legs and speaks very frankly in regard to the financial and
political aspects of Australia. When speaking of Australian re-
lations to the British Empire and America he said on Nov.
11th in London: :

“To us in Australia this friendship’ (with America) is
of vital concern. We are particularly ‘closely drawn to-
wards our great sister democracy. Our constitution is
based on hers. Our development has travelted along similar
lines. Our problems are ‘the same. Ameri¢a’s traditional
policy of non-interference in European affairs is one which
finds echo in our country. And we feel that when America
struck a blow for her own fréedom at the end of the 18th
century she struck a blow for all the British Dominions
of today”... . ' -

* Very tight bands are these that are binding the Empire
together! After the defeat of Lord Byng in Canada the new
government declared that he was not going to interfere. with
the domestic politics of Canada and the next week Canada
appointed her own ambassador to Washington! We. have only
to- add to these series of incidents the declarations and reso-
lutions of the Imperial Conference published a few days  ago.
They openly proclaim the- disintegration process which I have
indicated here. - o o

Summing up therefore the effects of the general strike and
the miners’ lockout upon the British Empire we can.say: They
have accentuated the centrifugal tendencies, destroyed financial
unity, increased the contradictions in the economic fabric of
the  Empire and strengthened considerably the political ten-
dency in the Dominions to look elsewhere for assistance; This
struggle has strengthened also the fcundatfion for umity bet-
ween the working class of Britain and that of the Dominions,



1612

International Press Correspondence

Nr. 91

the oppressed peoples of the colonies and those other countries
to which British Imperialism aspires.

Now let us turn to an examination of the effect of the
struggle upon the classes. Reaction of the General Strike and
the miners’ lockout on the bourgeoisie internationally can be
summed up as follows: first of all there was reaction and open
solidarity against the General Strike, but once they were of
the opinion that the British bourgeoisie were not immediately
to be thrown on the scrap-heap they began to take advantage
of the situation. Britain’s struggle became at once their op-
portunity and they seized it.

As for the British bourgeoisie we saw that immediately the
trade unions were on the point of declaring the General Strike,
all forms of democracy were scrapped, the Emergency Law
was promulgated over the signature of the monarch. Parliament
and all its subordinate bodies passed under the dictatorship.
The call o King and Country became openly and unashamedly
a call for the protection of property. The army, the navy,
air forces, police, church and press were mobilised behind the
Emergency Law. To these forces a large proportion of the
petty-bourgeoisie rallied solidly against the workers. These were
the outstanding features of the class relations at the outbreak
of the General Strike.

All this we have studied very fully in our June thesis of
the Execulive Committee and so we need not dwell upon it too
fully. The members of the Liberal Party declared their solidarity
with the Tory Government. This solidarity was maintained
until some weeks after the general strike was betrayed. The
Labour Party leadership, the General Council, the Parliamen-
tary Labour Party went with the General Strike, in order to
befray it and ‘denounce it. They even surrendered their parlia-
mentary activities to the bourgeoisie. This resulted in the main-
tenance of a wide front of class solidarity against the workers
when, had the labour forces taken up the lead of the Communist
Party to force the government to resign and to compel it to
face a general election, the solidarity of these forces would
have been broken. But scared by the staging of a civil war
setting by the government, the middle classes t'houghﬁ they
were directly facing the issue of civil war, and. in their fear
they. rallied to the government. Had the labour movement di-
rected the strike towards forcing a general election they would
have had the means not only to develop the strike situation
but to- bring many of the middle-class elements -to the side
of ‘thie ‘workers and away from the government.

The end of the General Strike did not mean the end of
the Emergency Law nor the end of the dictatorship. The capi-
tulation on the part of Thomas, Purcell and Gompany did not
mean the capitulation of the government. The Emergency Po-
wers continued right through the miners’ struggle, making futile
the paltry opposition of the labour forces in parliament and
putting to scorn-all talk of “good will between the classes”.
But the government began to lose its support. A factor in this
change..was the attitude of the government to the church
leaders. Whatever may be said about the miiddle classes in
England, they have a reverence for the church. When a section
of the Liberals supported the churchmen, this process went a
little further. We see this in the results in the by-elections which
followed immediately after the General Strike. But this process
of turning against the government culminated with the passing
of the 8-hour law. This event is the turning point in the
fate of the government and the class solidarity which supported
it. From disputing about the General Strike, the Labour lorces
led by MacDonald, who had been the allies of the govern-
ment in the denunciation of the General Strike, had now to
change their line of action. With the introduction of the 8-hour
law they again became allies of the miners and were compelled
to oppose the law. So. also the Liberal forces led by Lloyd
George. So instead of the Tory Government rallying the whole
of the middle class forces, labour bureaucracy included, now the
middle class forces, the labour bureaucracy and the Liberals
turned against the government. '

«.  But- although’ this :process was proceeding rapidly into the
ranks .of the petty bourgeois- forces,. the “Tory Party rapidly
passed -entirely under the domination of what are known -as
the  “Die-Hards”,  whose programme includes, strengthening the
powers of the House of Lords, emergency legislation against

trade unions, penalising of pickets, subjection of trade union
ballots and accounts to government inspection, etc.; to dis-
enfranchise the unemployed and the curtailment of the powers
of municipalities. Remember, we have here two million paupers
and they are proposing as a political manoeuvre against the
working class to disenfranchise this large body of workers in
order to prevent the-normal operation of the Parliamentary
system. The recent municipal elections of course, give them
reason for alarm and show how great has been this change in
the political outlook of the masses of the population. The gains
of the Labour Party during the Municipal elections have been
so great that they constitute almost a landslide.

But if this attack is important not less is that conveyed
in the following from the “Daily Mail”, directed at the mumni-
cipal authorities where there is a Labour majority. This organ
says: “The second point of the greatest importance is to give
to the Home Secretary fuller authority over the various local
police forces.” This declaration along with the recent actions
of the Homie Secretary for maintaining order, makes it practi-
cally clear that the bourgeoisie in Britain has no intention what-
ever of being deprived of the control of the police force.

When the recruiting for the Organisation for maintenance
of Supplies was begun by the Government in preparation for
the strike, and during the ‘strike, we were witness to a distinct
class selection process, partly due to the reaction of the strike
upon the middle classes and partly due to deliberate agitation
of the Home Secretary. The Fascists, who up to now had played
no very important independent role in the open, were absorbed
by the O. M. S. and Police. Magistrates openly advised the
Fascists to join the police force, which, since the police strike
of 1919 has been thoroughly cleansed of discontented elements,
and subjected to a process of militarisation by ‘the introduction
of army elements guaranteed against internal propaganda. So
grateful were the bourgeoisie for the service of the police in
the general strike, that they raised a-voluntary subscription in
the “Times” newspaper amounting to' £ -250,000. Throughout
the General Strike and the miners’ lockout, they have consti-
tuted the most milifant forces of oppression. They constitute
a definite class army — the advance guard of the standing
army of the bourgeoisie. Imbued with Fascist ideology, and
under military contrel and discipline, this police force con-
stitutes as important a problem to the working class’ movement
in Britain as the army and navy.

Summing up our observation on the effect of the long
struggle on the bourgeoisie in Britain we can say that it
shows a predominance of the “Die-hard” elements in the ranks
of the Tories, a complete "disintegration of the Liberal Party,
an absorption of Fascist ideas simultaneous with the militarisa-
tion of the state forces and police; a drift of the middle class
(especially the lower middle class) towards the Labour Party
which steadily absorbs the Liberal Party membership.

Now let us turn to the efiect of this dispute upon the
labour movement. How did the labour forces react to the
events of these seven months? You all know how the leaders
sabotaged and betrayed the General Strike. Now let us see
how they acted during - the lockout. The German reformist
press says: o

“We are supporting the British coal miners’ fight best
by cutting off the markets for British capital. Only in this
way will the British coal miners’ strike be won. If we did
not deprive British capital of its markets then the coal
barons would have no fear of the strike and would let
the strike run on without end.”

Cheering, is’t it? This explains ‘why eleven million tons
of blackleg ‘coal entered Britain between May and September.
Then please listen {o the-friendly words of the “Vorwaerts” on
Cook, the miners’ leaders: ~ o

“Cook, by his policy - o' everything or nothing has
gotten' himself into a blind alldy. He uses Moscow money.
and thereby makes himseli dependent- -upoh' Moscow -—
which pays and ' dictates ... For the Russianroubles which
Cook brings them the:British- coalminers pay altogether too
high interest. Therefore anyoné who understands ard sees

- things must have the courage to do eveérything possible to
bring’ the movement to a4 speedy conclusion.” :
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Therefore, anyone who understands and sees things must
do everything possible to bring the movement to a speedy
conclusion.

.Talkin,g of money investments, the Amsterdam Inter-
national no doubt will get all the honours, for they say: “If
we lend money to help the miners, they must pay interest”.

The Miners International leadership was no better, indeed
it was worse. ‘With the reactionary Hodges at its head, it ad-
vocated wage reductions and longer hours for the British miners
and has conducted an unparalleled campaign of vilification of
the British Miners’ leaders. The Miners International has been
an instrument for the defeat of the British miners.

These actions are on a par with the General Council of
the Trade Union Congress upon whose shoulders lies the fuil
responsibility for an absolutely treacherous betrayal of the miners
in the General Strike. It has conducted a campaign of sabotage
of 'the niiners throughout the seven months. We all know of
their conduct at the Paris and Berlin Conferences of the Anglo-
Russian Committee. We all know their conduct when they
shametully conducted the policies of Baldwin and refused to lift
a finger in the aid of the miners. We can all remember how
they sneered at the proposais of our Russian comrades. Now they
have withdrawn the Secretary and Chairman from the Anglo-
Russian Commmittee. What does that mean? It means that they are
shattering the Anglo.Russian Committee and endeavouring to
avoid responsibility for it. They are doing it on behalf of the
minsowners and against the interests of the British working
class, who as events will prove are against such an action. That
is the meaning of their action at ‘the present time.

~ Then I would draw your attention to the actions of the Inter-
naticnal Co-operative Alliance. We may as well put them all
together while we are at it. The International Co-operative
Alliance received correspondence from our Russian comrades
asking that the International Co-operative Alliance render aid
to the miners. It postponed consideration of this correspondence
for months and ithen we witnessed the action of the British co-
operative leaders who are of the same kidney as the General
Council. They made a storm inside -of the Co-operative Alliance
meeting, opposing aid for the British miners, on the plea that
if the British co-operatives think the miners need aid, they, the
British co-operatives will propose it. The Russians must stop
interfering with British affairs and leave this business entirely
alone, which is: considered to be commpletely. a British affair.
Such is the action of the International Co-operative Alliance.

But if this be the case with the leaders of the organisation,
the same cannot be said of large numbers of the rank and file,
both of the cooperatives and the reformist unions. Many - local
organisationts have helped ‘the miners. in spite of their leaders.
They have done it through many organisations some directly,
some through the Workers' International Relief. In some cases
they succeeded in bringing pressure on the central organs, of
their unions fto secure aid. Even the reactionary American
Federation of Labour has had fo take part in sending funds
to help the British miners as a result of the pressure of the
revolutionary workers in . ‘that organisation. But when all
allowance is made for these efforfs, the' amount of financial
assistance, of help of one form or another, little has been accom-
plished on an international scale. S ‘

Whater may be the weaknesses of the Commumist Inter-
national, one. thing stands out clearly to the workers of the
world: the. absolute umanimity of.the call of the Communist
Parties for class solidirity “Help the miners!” has been the first
slogan of all the Communist Parties. The revolutionary workers
.of China, of India, have out of their poverty sent their contribu-
tions to the miners’ fund. Class war prisoners of Poland have
deprived themselves of the help given by relief organisations
and .passed. it on to the miners. The Passaic strikers of America
have also taken money out of their own  funds in order to
prove their solidarity with the British miners. But greater than
all these is the colossal aid of the workers of the. first Workers’
Republic. There has been rothing like this in histery. Such a
“sustained solidarity and aid as that of the Russian’workers io
;%e fmin'-erss is a gurantee of the final victory of the workers on

H fromts. ‘

Comrades, we know and the great masses of all lands know
full well whatever the filthy lying bourgeoisie may say either

through the voice of Joynson Hicks or the snarling beast,
Birkenhead, that the magnificent aid of the workers of the Soviet
Union to the miners and working class of Great Britain, was
and is a voluntary aid given in the name of revolutionary
working class solidarity. The trade unions of the Soviet Union
not only drew the Soviet Union closer to the workers all over
the world, they have advanced the cause of the Red International
of Labour Unions of which they are a part and which has also
conducted a campaign for aid and strengthened immensely the
golidarity movement within the Amsterdam International. .

When all this is recorded, however, and compared with
what has been accomplished by the reformist unions:we still
have to acknowledge our weaknesses. Although the Parties of
the International have done much propaganda concerning the
strike and the lockout, yet we have to face the fact that we have

een unable to move the unions into action on any large scale.

There have been a few instances- — the actions of the transport
workers of France and the Hamburg dockers stand out in
isolation. The question must be faced frankly. Our International
Parties have not yet dug deep roots into the trade unions. We
have several large Parties numbering over 70,000 over 100,000
in membership. I find it very difficult to think that these Parties
have conducted their work effectively inside the trade unions
when he see how passive they have been in reacting to the
experience which we have passed through, when we see that
they ‘have left the unions completely under the control of the
Social Democrats. ‘

Two tasks lie definitely before our Parties. We must undet-
stand that every large national dispute is mow an international
event of primary importance. We must sirive to internationalise
the struggles of our natiomal life. We must extend, broaden and
develop our trade union work and establish our influence in the
transport unjons and in the unions of the heavy industries. When
we recollect that 11 million tons of blackleg coal have been
shipped into Britain during the lockout, these lessons should be
manifest and clear to everyone of us.

We must internationalise our work and take further steps
in the direction of transforming the Communist International
intfo an international Party.

Now let us turn to the British situation, in particular, and
{o the eifect on the British Labour movement. There have been
three important stages in the differentiation progess dollowing
the General Strike. When the General Strike capitulated and. the
Lefts became Rights, the first differentiation: took place. The
Miners’ Federation, the Minority Movement and the Communist
Party remained on the Left. The rest went over to the bourgeoisie.
The next important change “took place in the passing of the
8-hour law. Then the Labour Party and the Liberal Party lined up
objectively with the Left forces against the Government. The third
stage arrived when the differentiation process deepened in the
Miners’ Federation, first by the rejection ot the Bishop’s pro-
posals which had the support of the leaders, even Cook; second,
when the Miners’ Conference accepted the Government terms,
third, when the miners proved themselves in advance of Cook
and the Bishops; fourth, when the rank and file proved itself
in advance of the Government and the Natiomal Conference by
refecting the proposals and mobilised around -the policies - of
the Communist Party and the Minority Movement.

Of course, this rapid development in the advance of the
Communist Party and the Minority Movement is not an isolated
phenomenon. The greater the need of assistance to’ the ‘miners,
the more the Labour bureaucracy hardened itse}f against the
masses and agitated against the strike. This gave an’ impetus
to the profound developments which have been proceeding
throughout the years of chronic crisis, since 1920. These years
of crisis have shattered the main sections of the labour aristo-
cracy. The coal strike has carried thig process still further into
what were known as the sheltered trades. The depression in the
heavy industries is having its inexorable effect’ upon the rail-
ways. The four great railway companies of England show a
reduction of over £ 4,000,000 of receipts in 1925 as compared
with 1924. This year there is a reduction, due to the strike,
of £25,000,000. There are 50,000 railwaymen unemployed today
and during the last few years the railway workers. had re-
ductions totalling not less than £55,000,000. A similar story
could be told of the transport workers and it is obvious that
in all transport the economic basis of reformism is being rapidly
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destroyed, but the more the masses hrave to struggle, the more
the leaders of the bureaucracy become solidified and play the
role of open allies of the bourgeoisie to prevent struggles or
to betray them. ,

Nevertheless, whilst we have witnessed this we have also
to observe the process which is operaiing in the opposite di-
rection. It is on the basis of the movement among the masses
that we witness a rapid growth of the Minority Movement, and
the rise of an organised Left Wing in the Labour Party which
for the first time appeared as an organised bloc at the recent
Labour Party Conference. At the same time we are witness
to a rapid growth of the membership of the Communist Party
itseli and also of its ally the Young Communist League.

The development of the Left Wing of the Labour Party is
something which demands most earnest attention, for we are
now witness not only to exclusion of Communists from the
Labour Party, but to the expulsion of local mass organisations,
local Labour Parties from the Labour Party. These local Labour
forces which sympathise with Communists, which will pass
Communist resolutions or resolutions of a Left Wing character,
are now being expelled from the Labour Party. At least
13 Labour Parties have been expelled from the national body
and the national body is attempting to create in these districts
new Labour Parties rivalling those which have been expelled.
This is a splitting movement amongst the masses, increasing the
diificulties of the working class forces. - :

Here is a very interesting problem for the extended appli-
cation of the united front policy. We have to urge not simply
the affiliation of the Communist Party to the Labour Party but
for - the organmisation of “Left” forces into a united bloc, in-
cluding both those who remain in the Labour Party and those
who are expelled, fighting under the hegemiony and leadership
of the Communist Party for the re-affiliation of the expelled
local Labour Parties simultaneous with the fight for the aftilia-
tion of the Communist Party to the Labour Party. This is a
wide mass action: which the Communist Party itself can lead
and extend. ;

Simultaneous ' with" this attempt to split the forces of the
workers, :there” proceeds the incorporation of the Liberals. As
the Liberal Party disintegrates, the Labour Party strives to
become not simply a Labour Party, with -a labour programme,
but a national “people’s” party which will represent everything
except a definite class:policy on behalf of theé workers.

But this process does not move forward without difficulties
for ‘the labour' bureaucracy. These difficulties arise from the
trade unions, which. as yet are the source of the Labour Party
revenue,::and: from -the bulk:of; the membership who are faced
with sévere struggle tq. maintain -their most elementary require-
ments: Nevertheless, -at the present stage of development the
consolidation of the trade union bureaucracy against all struggles
eiables the.Labour: Party. to expand its influence and to combat
the -efiérts  to organise the masses for struggle and- divert the
masses! resentment into parliamentary reformism. In this the
Independent Labour Party is playing: an:important role, osten-

sibly playing 4:radical ‘part by talking of struggle for “a living:

wage”, “Socialism, in . our time”, etc.. in order to keep the
workers™ 10yal to “the Labour Party leadership, which is of
I. L. P. composition. Actually it is playihg a counter-revolu-
tionary role and is’ the agent of ‘the bourgeoisie. It works out
an ' extensive industrial peace programme, including work ‘in
thie. co-Operatives, as a means of. pedcable framsition towards
Sociafism. .~ .

-But‘ﬂiis’ﬂis ‘a very dangerous:game, this using of revolu-
tionary phrases by reformist hahds, for many of the workers
in the I. L. P.-'take the revolutionary phrases seriously and
think that all of them ‘are real slogans of struggle. Conse-
quently, the Leftward moveffient is also a growing movement
inside 'the Tndependent Labour Party itself and is a part of
the widé Left mavement withid the Labour Party. ‘

Severa! important facts gan--therefore be established con-
cerning: this’ process: of differentiation : within the Labour move-
ment. - - : & S el .

First, a movement of the masses towards the Labour Party

and an awakening of their political consciousness, witness the
recent Municipal election results.

Second, the domination of this movement by the reformists.

Third, a broad-based movement of the masses towards the
Left both in the trade unions and the Labour Party.

Fourth, a great growth in revolutionary consciousness espe-
cially by the masses of the Miners’ Federation.

Fifth, the increasing hegemony of the Communist Party over
the Leftward moving masses.

The whole of this process of the shiiting of class forces,
and of differentiation in the Labour movement, has gone on in
the teeth of the aggressive policy of the Tory Government. The
more fiercely the Government pursues this course the more
certainly will it accentuate this process both quantitatively and
qualitatively.

We are not only witnessing the development in. the Left
Wing of the Labour Party, which incorporates a Leit Wing
in the Independent Labour Party, but we witness also the
growing strength of the Minority Movement in the trade unions..
Nothing was more startling to the bourgeoisie and the labour
bureaucracy than the part played by the Minority Movement in
the General Strike ‘and the miners’ lockout. it startled them first
of all with:its preparations for the General Strike. They thought,
after the General Strike, with ‘the great defeat of the masses,
that it would be very difficult for the Minority Movement to
get a successful conference. Contrary to expectations we saw
the annual. conference of the Minority Movement get as large a
number of delegates as it obtained in the special conferences
before the General Strike. Here was a clear indication that the
Minorjty Movement was not simply of an ephemeral character,
but a development which had got its roofs deep in the masses
and was now playing an increasingly domiinant part in the de-
velopment of the trade unions. :

What then are 'the perspectives which  immediately open
before us? There is' niot the least doubt that the Tory Government
today -is hated:as much as- the coalition government of 1922,
and that a genérai election would bring a Labour Government,
possibly with:the aid of the Liberals. That such a prospect opens
up - big- possibilities is obvious to every one of us. But there is
another perspective ‘which .is really more immediate; for in' one
of his speeches, Joynson Hicks, as -spbkesnian for the govern-
ment, said: . :

*“there :will be the elections, three years- hence. I.do not
- see why there should be one new. We do -not resign and
proceed(with a general election merely. for the .utterings of

" soine discontented- ‘elements”. .

The threat js obvious, The defeat of ‘the miners will undouwb-
tedly carry with -it the defeat of every ‘section of the -working
class.- The:-Government, may. rush: through with all urgency. the
policy to which the Scarborough Conference of the Tory Party
committed it, with regard to the-Trade Unions, the. Political
Levy, disfranchisemiient, of the wnemployed, -strengthening of. the
House of Lords, etc, and force the .most -bitter : conflicts and
degradation upon the masses. ) ‘ :

We know that the railway companies have been holding
off for some tmonths pending the finish’of the mitiers® striiggle
for the introduction of the reduction of wages uppr' Wwhich the
railway wunions Have already. agreed: We “aré ‘¢onfident that,
just as we’ 'were witness to an jmmediate fhidod’of émiployers”
demands for furthet reduction of.wages and’' changes of con-
ditions immediately after the “General Strike, so we' shall 'be
wifiess to an attack upon the rest of thé wotkers! The strugglé
is' beset with the greatest 'difficulties.” The unions are -fettered-
by all kinds of agreements.” Thé Miners’ Federation itself is
almost broken in pieces by lthe recent “terms of district settle- .
Largely upon ‘the manner. in;;whigh,ouzr. Pasty «in. Britain
and the Conmumist International faces this immediate, perspective -
depends the future course of events. Let ys not be um any
illusion — the Communist Party and the Communist International
are now a definite political factor in Britain operating at a time
when the “objéctive conditions are incréasingly favourable for.
the growth of ‘our poWer and ‘influence. For ‘this ‘reason it 'is
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necessary for us to take stock of the work of our Party in Britain
during this period.

Our Party in Britain came through the General Strike with
honours. The Communist International agreed on this, .and so
did large sections of the British workers. Since the General
Strike, there are a number of outstanding achieyements to our
Party’s credit. It has more than doubled its membership in a
period of persecution wherein not less than 1,200 of its members
were sent to prison for varying terms. It can record that in this
membership it has had very few passengers indeed, The Party
has pulled its full strength and its recruits are drawn from the
best elements of the proletariat. ) ‘

This is a fact worth recording. Most of the workers who
have joined are not fresh workers in the movement, but those
who are active workers in the trade unions and in the Britich
Labour movement and the co-operative movement. Further it
has drawn into its ranks zbout 2,000 women workers who have
played no small part in great mass actions of women workers
in the miners’ struggle. It has led the way in the crganising of a
Left Wing in the Labour Party. On all fronts, whether on the
question of aid rendered either personally or in various organi-
sations or in the conducting of a united iront campaign wherein
it exposed completely all the hypocrisy of the I. L. ., we can
say that the British Party has succeeded. But its greatest achie-
vement lies in its success within the Miners’ Federation. No
one denies that the recent determined rejection of the miners
of the terms of capitulation was due to the intense camnaign of
the Communist Party and of the Minority Movement. Even the
capitalist press declares that had it not been for our work in
vthe Miners’ Federation they could have achieved their victory
much more easily. These are triumphs for the British Party
and triumphs which we gladly record. Nevertheless, it was only
to be expected that a Party operating amidst rapid growth and
changes would miake errors. Indeed, it was easier to make errors
in these seven months than before the General Strike. Before
the General Strike there was a general forward movement of the
whole of the trade unions. But the rapidly changing situation
after the General Strike has presented us with a far more difficult
period. In this period our Party made mistakes, mistakes however
which we can say are rapidly being corrected.

~ Many of them have already been corrected. Others are in
the process of being corrected. For example, our Party (and I
myself also, as I have already acknowledged at a meeting of
the Presidium) made a mistake concerning the declarations of
the Russian Trade Unions on the General Strike. We suggested
that the fight should not be carried on in this way, that in order
to save the Anglo-Russian Committee there should not be
vigorous criticism of the English reformist trade umious by the
Soviet unions. This was wrong.

I am glad to say our Party unanimously agrees that this
was wrong. We aiso made an error which has also been acknow-
ledged, that we failed in the early stages after the General Strike
to clearly expose the role of the Left Wing capitulators. But on
this point T will not dwell further. The mistakes you will find
in the theses, but I want to direct attention to certain charac-
teristic weaknesses which have not yet been fully overcome.

There is, I think, a slowness to appreciate political changes
and second, a slowness to turn the struggle into political
channels. For example, 1 have explained how on the passing of
the 8hour law, there was a complete shifting of social forces.
And yet, a number of weeks passed — more than a month —
before we put forward the slogans and began the campaigns
which were necessary to meet this new situation. This movement
of the political forces on the passing of the 8-hour law called
for a prompt demand for the resignation of the Government and
dissolution of parliament, for the repeal of the 8-hour law. They
were hesitatingly put forward, dropped and later re-issued. But
they ought not only have been put forward as demands, they
ought to have characterised the whole campaign. There is no
question of these demands being considered in contrast to the
campaign for the embargo and levy. The latter are slogans for
the development of the weapons of the labour movement. The
former. the political objects of the struggle arising immediately
from- the -government’s lew tine—of-action. Latelr the Party has
developed this d
slowness to adjust itself to the political : requirements of! the:

cainpoigni ' Méderthéleds T draw miteition to this.

situation so that we ‘watch this weakness with increased atten-
tion and urge upon our Party the importance of bringing out the
tull political significance of the struggle, and to guard against
the danger of conducting the struggle simply as a trade union
struggle. Nevertheless, whilst noting ‘these érrors, we can say
with confidence that our Party ‘in Great Britain has in the
main conducted a sound line of action which is attracting the
masses in Great Britain.

As to the ﬁinority Movement, I have already indicated the
importance of this movement and the part which it has been
playing. But I want to add an observation here in view of
the importance of this movement in relation to the development
of our Party. What is the principal weakness of the Minority
Movement? 1 think we can say quite definitely that the weak-
ness of the Minority Movement today lies in the fact that its
influence has not been transformed into concrete organisation.
It remains still a2 great influence rather than activity against ve-
formist leaders, rather than an organised elfort to change those
leaders, replacing them with revolutionary leaders. The ne-
cessity to overcome this weakness is one of the principal tasks
which we must emphasise in the immediate days ahead of us.
When we concentrate our forces not only on exposing the
Trade Union leaders by propaganda, agitation, analysis, etc., and
follow up the development of campaigns by organised effort
to definitely remove those responsible for betraying the workers,
we shall continue to witness experiences such as we have
witnessed in the Miners’ struggle. Here we have seen over
and over again the masses ahead of the leaders, nationally and
locally and yet no change of leadership. And why? Simply be-
cause our influence and the influence of the Minority Movement
has not been transformed into machinery of the Minority Move-
ment through which could be conducted a systematic battle to
vemove this leadership.

Now what are the conclusions, our principal tasks? We
have concluded as follows: That the unequal development of
capitalist countries has been made more unequal; Britain’s decline
as world power has been accentuated, while the power and
prestige of her rivals has been developed thus making lor
sharp developments in the struggle between the powers. We
have witnessed the Labour and trade union bureaucracy, in
Great Britain and internationally, becoming more and more
consolidated as the active agents of the bourgeoisie for the
Americanisation of Britain and Europe, for the internal resistance
to the struggle of the workers who have moved toward the
Left. Further we are witness to the great efforts on the part
of the bourgeoisie to force through a greater concentration
of industry. Therefore we have to say first of all, that our
international tasks under these circumstances are clearly to
intensify the struggle for international unity of the trade
unions, to concentrate the energy of the Parties on work inside
the unions, in order to give them correct political direction.

In Britain we can see that the reaction of this pressure
upon the labour movement is bound: first, to drive the masses
and large sections of the petty bourgeoisie to the Labour Party;
second, to extend the process of differentiation of the Labour
movement and drive large masses of the workers to the Leit
and to the Communist Party. The task of the Communist Party
under these circumstances is to place itself at the head of the
struggle of the masses, to prepare the workers for further war
against the trade umion bureaucracy; to develop a relentless
policy of exposure of the reactionary labour leaders, revealing
them to the masses as agents of the bourgeoisie in the working
class movement; to concentrate this process upon the political
tasks before the working class.

These are our conclusions, our prospects and our tasks.

We declare to the bourgeoisie, — carry on in your madness,
you are torn asunder by your own contradictions.

We declare to the lackeys of the bourgeoisie MacDonxld,
Thomas, Purcell and the Amsterdam leaders — also carry on —
seven months of ceaseless efforts of the masses in spite of
your infamy and your treachery have proven that your days
also _are numbered, as are those of your masters.

i 7800 Twtifhie miners: of. Britain we déclare: — your defeat :s
19mbt. deéfemyibut asretrest before more powerful foes; you. with
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the working class, will regather your forces, secure a revolu- Comrade KOLAROV (Chairman):
tionary leadership and rise again to conquer. .. L. : -
To the workers of the world we declare — that the seven The Presidium proposes a commission on the questions of
months struggle of the workers against the oldest imperialist the German Party to be composed as follows:
country has produced unheard of manifestations of working Chairman: Bukharin.
class solidarity; they have demonstrated the unstable character Vice-chairman: Kuusinen.
of capitalist stabilisation, the utter futility of reformism and the Secretary: Doriot.
inescapability of the revolutlonary tasks before the workiug . N
class. They affirm in unmistakable language that the October Members: Gallacher, Vondracek, Kilbom, Stalin, Bogutsky,
Revolution of Russia was the first October an not the last. Ercoli, Pepper, Nikolaevitch, Roy, Schatzkin.
(Prolonged applause.) The proposal was adopted unanimously and the session

thereupon "adjourned.
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