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1e. Workmg Masses of Lithuama

against the Fascist Dictatorship!

- Arpreib el G

Moscow, December 28th, 1926.
On the 17th of December a fascist coup -d’état took place
in Lithuania. Just as unashamed as in Italy, Bulgaria and Poland,

the ~fascists: of Lithuania, have, deglt. w1th democracy, the con-

sm‘mtlou and parliament, injprder o :;et up an open dictatorship
of bankers, kulaks and:. larg@ landowners, for the purpose of
setﬂ»mﬁ accounts with, the. working class and the poor peas«antry

¢ Lithuanian kpw{ggmsxe which camouflaged itself in the
first. years of Lithuapian, ipdependency. with democratic' phrases,
has hoped for a long time.tp mamtam itself with the assistance
of fascism. Its fascist tendpgg@s wgre considerably strengthened
alter the last Sejm electjons. m M;awl% The elections took place
in the spirit of a struggle agajnst, the clerical-bourgeois reaction.
The Christian-democratig. party, - -which “has previously been in
power and which replesgms ithe - imterests of the Lithuanian
bankers, kulaks and large Jandowners, suffered a smashing defeat.
The People’s Party, the ‘representative of the well-to-do peasantry
and the Social Democx@ts came fo power. .

Although the petty bourgeois government of ‘the People’s
Party and the Social Bemwocrats -vacillated . considerably and
attacked more strongly to the Left — against the working class
and the poor peasantry — than against the Right — agamst the

C. L to the Workers and Peasants of.the wholé Werld, =~
A [ P R (RN R et

bourgeoisie and the fascists -— nevertheless the working class
and the poorer peasantry won a certain freedom under this
government: An almost complete ammnesty for political pri-
soners was attained, a struggle was carried om if.somewhat
inconsistently, against .the clerical . reaction, the class war. trade.
unions. began, to develop rapidly .and the wolrkers afternpted to
better their situation by strikes. All this. rallied the thhu;aman
tbourgemsle, the bankers, kulaks and large Jandowners against
the government of the People’s. Party and. the Social D@mo‘crats ‘

Under. the pressure of the broad working masses; the govern-
ment of the People’s Party and-the Social Democrats decided: to
better its Delatlons with the Soviet Union and concluded a Gua-
rantee Pact with the latter. Negotiations followed concerning a
commercial treaty. The Pact with the Soviet- Union corncerning
mutual neutrality was really in-accordance with the interests of
the broad wocking masses of .Lithuania and consolidated Li-
thuanian independence. It produced, however, a storm of indig-
nation on the part of .the:imperialist: powers of -the West, -in
particular Great Britain and its vassal Poland who seek to
encircle the Soviet Union. Great Britain and Poland -began
openly to work against the government of the People’s Party
and the Social Democrats. They were prepared to use any forces
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to Evértlilfgw ‘this vgdve’rmﬁ'em. 'I:Hey” sptirféd én th;é Chi';istian
Democrats and thg Nationalists 1o, overthrow the govermment and
promised their suj r they &itained

ort. Om the /17t of Jdeceryher they &
the ‘desired resulty"The Jgaders“of the Peoplds: Rarty and the

sochi afs wiho &re;ﬁlat e held Vot \t& padty bosmrgeois
Lithuanian govermsent, proved :themselvés., lutely inecapable

of warding off the fascist attack. Instead of commencing a decisive
witagaitist MEcism dnd the ‘Clétical reaction igOfinthe dedianipg,
aﬁ Tulilipng. the vital demands of the working class .amd the
pdorer pegsantry, legalising ‘the Communist P#P, efc, the go-
vegnment fought more strongly against the % mn:ﬁ.m@s thane it
d~1§"'mgmrnst‘ “tite fastists amt ‘@i not even atterfipt to prévent the

latter organising and openly preparing their qoup dlétat. The
congfHitiafs Mgiﬂ;@é{dnlj‘“? Ones ﬁ»ﬁh}axﬁa whick «warried on

sk, The government of the
pits shamélessly betrayed
fs. of the working snasss. . capituleted -belore the
without a struggle and “legalised” to a certain extent
tgel-.hsmnt—'«murpﬁd’ém;‘fwmmmwni'é”f"fParty” was caught by
the comp:d’état in such a -situation - that it was not able to

ofganise mass opposition.
f..The Lithuanjan fascists who carried.out the coup d’état-on
the 17th of December declare that only internal political reasons,
the struggle against the strengthening trade unions, against Bol-
shevism, against the Bolshevist insurrection which wag allegedly
being prepared and financed from Warsaw, etc., compelled them
to take arms, overthrow the government and  proclaim the
fascist dictatorship. c o
This {s an obvious lie. Neither the C. P, of Lithuania nor
the {rade unions made amy preparations for insurrection. Their
chitef task was the comsolidation of their organisation and the
struggle against the fascist reaction. The. C. P. of Lithuania re-
mained illegal but attempted to utilisé all its legal possibilities
in order to consolidate its influénce and to-win over the majority
of the working class and the poor peasantry. The swindle con-
cerning the prepared insurrection of the Lithuanian communists
was needed by the Lithuanian Christians and fascists as-an eéxcuse
toattack the advanced section of the working class and -the paorer
peasantry of Lithuania in order to destroy them. Secomdly, they
needed this swindle to cover up the tracks of the foreign instiga-
tors of the insurrection who supported the Lithuanian fascists and
induced them to cast the die. The bourgeois ‘press of the West
approved of the coup d’état and interprets it above all as a
blow at the Soviet Union. This is completely correct. However,
the broad masses of Lithuania are decisively in favour of a
rapprochement between Lithuania and the Soviet Union and are
opposed o any rapprochement with Poland. Therefore the fascist
government of Lithuania was compelled to declare itself in favour

of thegparantee Pact with'tBe Joviel Upion aud fo. use energetic
1amgua‘§ againat Polande Thikh howengr, was. only dode: fo

working masses.

distract the attentjon and the watchfulness of the
T o § to comffiete

In actuality the ‘gim of the fascist coup déla
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the British plan to encircle the Soviet Union and to build a
upited front against the qum.wg& the

Black Seda. The coup d’état fengds Wi
rapprochement between Eilljuanig jand
be prevenied by the working ttiasse
beenin the past. The coup:d’état:s

rdile@i' Hsithuania com-
pletely to the influence of the imperialist.Western Powers. and

“turps the independence of Lithjuania into a mockery.
. Wotkers and peasants, the’ great¢st aﬁwgﬁoﬁ is, necessary in
0]

order to counter tie plans of the British and Polish imperialists

#to engircle the Sowiet Union antl o, proveke a war, with it.

d Intérnally, the fas;cis’ft 1ilaicta’sorsh‘ip in Lithuania means the
ictatorship. of a greup of bapkers, kul :alg.,!,lar Jandowners and.
Parsons ,ég%mst t}%e wgrkmg Eﬁs el gﬁ

I the small town oi;&ozﬁ ia«sﬁi Sovernment arrested
fmthe first day of its coup &6l hundreds df workers, aboverall
comprpists, trade .union ieaddes. and asetive “Woikers. ‘Al trade
unions have been dissolved, all working class newspapers pro-
hibited.” Mirtial law Has been  deécTs ;“‘fedn%ﬂ’f:i’“bensbrshm establi-
‘shed. Strikes are prohibited. The first“bloody sentences under
mrartial - law have already been passed. The first victims have

- alreddy fallen, Comrades Karl Poshello, Qreifenberger, Tcherny

and Gebris have been executed. The fascist dictators, many of
whom are ex-officers of the Czar’s army and ex-Polish land-
owiters, are preparing themselves to annihilate physically the ad-
vance guard of the working class, above all the communists and
the active trade unionists.

Comrades, a trémendound ‘protest’of the broad working
masses of the whole world is necessary in order to prevent the
Lithuantian fascists- from folldwiig 1He” éxampie of Zankoff in
*ITulgar'La and murdering the best sons of the Lithuanian working
class.

Protest against the ‘Whitetefror' iin - Lithuania, against the
provocation of the Lithuanian ’fascisy igovernment ‘which is
zealously spreading the lie that thi'tfade uniotts were preparing
an insurrection! Defend the working mé8sés’ of Lithuania! Your
defence is at the same time 'ia’deféfice~of ‘the working masses
of other countries in which a fascist coup d’état is being pre-
pared. . Cent

- Be on your guard, for the successful ifascist coup d’état” in
Lithuania will encourage the fascists:in other: countries. The
victory of fascismr ‘in Lithuania is- above all a sign for a fascist
attack in other Baltic countries.

Down with the predatory imperialist powers of Western
Europe who are assisting- fasgismy in other. countries! :

Down with the bloody fascist terror against the working
masses and the poorer pe@wyl“{.ﬂf‘.-.,,.‘.”:5‘.’..‘.,‘::'.’, s P 3 R

Down with the hangmen of the working masses and the

,poorer peasantry in Italy, Bulgaria, Pgl and Lithuania!
. «Be on the watch to resist bﬁ ’ nceif other. countries!

S§ a
“Down with the faseis¢vdict!

The Executive Commi

i the'bourgeoisie! -
% Fmist International.

&

" The Fascist Upheaval in Lithuania.

- N ‘By W. Mickiewicz-Kapsukas. ol

‘¥ Dhring the last few months; -and rhore especially during
the last ‘few" Weeks, ‘the Lithuaniah Fascists, led by the so-called
Christian’ Denfocrats’ have been-preparing -quite openly for an
dpteaval. This' is” avowed by’ the entire Lithuanian Press. The
Communist Pirty of Lithuania and the LeitiWing workers had
untiringty pointet o the threatehing’ danger and demanded that
it be energetically combatted ;-however, the.:Government, .-which
was composett of - Popular ‘Socialists and Social Democrats; could
Lot thake. up its mind. to -any decided attion..- -+ =

.M wwe - inquire -into the nature of ‘the ‘presemt upheaval, ‘we
cammot: ‘but recognise that ‘it is a Fascist-capitalist movement,
directed in the firet line -againstithe working «class and the poor
pedsantry. Under the petty-bourgeois regime.of the Narodniki
(Popuglar :Socialists). and Social Democrats, who eame into power
after: the' Lithuanian. Seym elections in May 1926, .the  working
class and ‘the working peasantry had succeeddd dn muaking con-
sidevable progress in regard: to the ‘freedom-‘of - coalition,

-

ol
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assembly, and the press, besidéd attaifiinig 'a 'practicaily complete
ammesty for political prisomers afnd»‘rthfé’ remioval of the Ochrang
butchers and of certain officials 6t particular notoriety as embezz:
lers of pubiic property, and “at’the’ sime’ time concluditig 'a
guarantee agreement with ‘the  Soviet Uiion: The working class
of Lithunia could breathe¢ miofe freely and ‘ecthmenced the fornza-
tion of trade unions, while théré wis @' sefles of strikés throughout
the’country. The poor peasaﬂfmgmﬁﬁﬁéd that at least tire most
outrageous acts of the lard refofmt éfettéd in the interest ‘'of the
formerly prevailing clique be'sulbjeéted 1o' revision, and that the
embezzlers' of public properfy’’be ' called fo account.” * o

The Government of thé Narodifiki and the Social Demo-
crats failed o comply with these ‘deémands. Under the pressure’
of the reactionary clerical Bourgboisié; 'which was louder and
touder in its allegations that ‘the GoVernment was likely to plunge
the country into Bolshevism, the Jatier began to incline more
towards. the Right. Stéps. were: takehi fo dissolve the trade’

R S St 1
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unions wihich were uynder, 4he. nﬂuﬁnce; ‘of the Leit, certain Comt-
mpmsts p?mne arrestod andiis0 Jexth, The Commiunist Panty
i,'ulx«:actf 4o aitain, any” I%,st‘ym, w};alp fhe Fascists were allowed
to capry on their wogk and; theic organisation quite openly.
ngmg the last fow, 'weeks, 4t 15 4tue, the Government responded
fo. the growing danger.ans.io the pressure of the peasantry
and working, class and,effeched .4 eesfain movement iowards - the
Left, placing the. Fasoist legdtr { vatzkis under arrest :and
prohibiting the. publication; of vapet:, These measures, haw—
ever, proved insufficient,, - 1 i
‘At the head: of 4 Faseisk @rvﬁment in thhwasma are the
Christian Democratie Barty. a(%adela) aind the party of the Lithua-
nian Nationalists. The «iemg gomprisesi three organisations, the
actual Christian | ;, the -Union ol Big Peasants
and the Yellow | Fedﬁfltiom jofoLabour. It is the party of the
réactionary Lithuanian-boubgeaisie, the bankers, the big peasants
and Janded: proprietors,nugdetdhelead: of the catholic clergy, the
banker ; Vailokaitis; i Krapavitchins,rand others. Up to: ‘the Tast
Seym elections,  this pantjowdssib power; by unscrupulous, cor-
rupt;- and brutal prakgices; by e miisuse -of “public property, by
the ‘pressure iit velxencisgd wionothies’ peasants and workers, by
openly favouring wifle yGovernnént eommissions and oontracts
a small number oﬁ,pmiﬁ”teersr,(sudl agi‘the’ parson-banket Vailo-
kaitis), by allotting ithe ‘wentrest of' the dismembered estates {0
its awn protegés, by« serious infrisgements of the law, by giving
free play to the Jebuits, fib«y/the' felectrification”  of: polmscal pﬁ-
soners, and by similar msdeedb the!Christian Democrats aroiised
so much discontent in the country_as to entail their severe defeat
at the last elections.

. Imchh tel the. s
ot ithemy, the }éh &3“ 'Q

lucl; turned out so badly
X p , "o wo}r}k tol ms]’ut;llte 2
ascist dictatorshy P upheaval Plechavit-
chius being deswggf% ﬁﬁxepggst oﬁlcta?or The elections,
however, had so far weahened thelparty, and the general dis-
satisfaction with their rule had grown so great, that they found
themselves under tha'msaeiséxbyi’oﬁfﬂdeierrlm the toup d’état and
of waiting until the pew,, p éjﬁqve,mmem should in its;turn
Have suffmlen,ﬂy. omprqgmsq Aifsell, T, the meantime pre armg
for the comirg strumgl‘: he’ cer;pal regctmnanes of Lithuania
devoted  their attepfion, .in ,the . fiyst lace to, the formation. of
Fascist hghtmg Orgajs ong Jxout o%’ reserve of. o&fcers,
former volunteers’ ol‘.ﬁ‘ Lf.nuamqp army students,  sharp-
shoolers (wealthy" ari s son.s e\gd ihe like, in which direction
they hid propouiced, Sticgess., Their. pmn slogans were “Down
with the Socialist’ \F”reeﬁlason f{Zio:vernnlenti” “Down with' the
dmtatorshl‘p of the ‘ttade” unions!”, “D@wn with the Com-
mutists !, and “Dan,w1,§ 1 ,magents of Moscow!” The class-
charécter of such slogaris is qii te abvious.

During the last ' ’nor,»s the Nationalists, head@d by
ex{President Smeto;ra 3s, were in the Opposition
against the ‘theri’ ru}mg: ﬁﬂnsﬁan Democratic Party; If:’r
point of view of ol zﬁnggmymy, however, this small party
of monarchist lands i i‘s)’(fmd peasmnw is closely allied
to the ‘Christian . Db S, therefore, no ‘wonder. that,
after some vawscﬂfanqn,f\ ki }’ 1 iq form one party with, tbe
latter in the Seym, and of ?,t bégan ta turn most pronauncmdly
ammst the rule ffpi N‘arodmkxi am;l Soc1a1 Democrats.

. These fwoi- reachonzary' parties,: ”Whlch to the delrght of
Great® Britain, aimed: st sbringing about ‘a “rapprochement bet-
wegn Lithuania .and: Polandt and- an. estrangement from - the:
Soviet: Union, initiated: thedovao upheaval, in: " which connectiGi
ihe Christian Demectats requited the aid of the Nationalists so’
ag:at least slightly to;mask their jactics fmm the working masses’
who- hate ithe very -sight:of fhenni! - o

The leader of the entire movement, Major Plechavitchius;

a -former Czawist.. officer -belonging o the class ‘of Polish
mﬂdvd proprielors: rig; Lﬁhuama,uhaad already distinguished. him-
self in 1019 by thisi; bestiah execiution . of . the Bolsheviks of the

Shmudi. region (in Lithianik), thereby gaining credit in the eyes
of the Christian: Democratsy! Colonel ' Glevatzkis, ' likewise: a

former Czarist officer and one of.the l’mde‘d-pmpri‘extoar class;:

made 3. pame in:the symmerof. %9, by causing a number of
Oo-mmmsgts ton ber shotidn the Kugishski- and: Rakishslu dxstrwks :
Boith are in favour; ol an q'glha;m;a with-Peland.. :

The leaders of the Narodumiki and Social Democrabs ploved
incipable -0f- fornitng-a bloe:withi:the working ¢lass and the
village poor: agaitist- ke big fariners, landed- proprlato»rs, and

O the»,

capifaksms and cf lpmtvtmg up a mghﬁe ﬁght agamsrt th\e B&smsts.
They mwely kept- declaiming -os-the threatening danger iand: had
& lot to say. abbut demecracy and the will ol the poopte; mean-
while the. Easmsrts organised theiryranks-and thea preceeded
at an -oppertyne! molmenty and without - seeting  with- cany
resistance,: toarrest: the - ehtire sGovernment,. occupy: the: Qo+
vernmenit buildings and ‘phace: the-commanders of :such pegiments
under arrest:as had remained loyal to the .ol iregine. Here,
as in Bulgariay ’t‘he f:nlure of ¢he petty-ahourgwm 4parmés be’
came patent.. . . o cwres
Even before sthesuplenvalythe: Cammunlst Party of; thlumﬁa
constantly -and emphatically advocated a struggle agatnst Fhscisii,
if necessary with the wise of anms. Without actwally supportifig
the. Government of the Narodniki, and $ecial Demecrats, which
was after all a bourgeois body, the: Gommunpist Party urged it
to fight: against Fascismg clearly recogmising ;all the advantages o
thls Government ascompared with!' the Fascist. and- €hristian
Democraticpolicy of the big peasants and big :bourgeoisie chais
(according te: Lithuamian standa:rds) After. their coup d’état,
the Fascist proceeded, to, arrest. numerous Communists, Left Wing
and: even- sogial democratic. workers; ‘There can naturaily be sio

- doubt. whatever that. the overwhelming majority. of the workers

and working peasamtry of Lithuania. are radically opposed ‘to
the whole moverment. and. to the -Qictatorship: of the Christian
Fascist: bankers, atid land owners and, if for the time being
they do- niot take-any, active steps, there is no question-that in
a very short time- they will take up “the fight -.against- “thig
form-of -dictatorship alongthe while ront: The lead in: such’ a
struggie: cannot but fall to the share of the Conimunist: Party. -

The late President Grinius; whHose ihterment has m*an«w*hlle
been repealed, has dissolvedthe 'Sliashevitchus: Cabinét * and
entrusted the Nationalist Voldemaras with the formation of 2
new -Government, The Fascist upheaval and the new Fasci$t Go-
vernment ‘of Lithuania have, therefote, already been placed ofl
a “legal”. fodting. Be31d~=s the” pronouﬂtexd ‘reactionary 'and
Fascist ‘eleménts, the Christian Democrats and Nationalists, tHe
Government comp”ses a represéfititive of the Farmers’ Party
and an Independent, all its members - :being e}(fre'nva-rRught c‘nam-
pions of the thhuamgn bankers,” tapntahsts big farmers, and
big landed proprietors.”

“The atfitude observed towards the Savxet Ummn ‘J’lrd. the
guarantee agreement concluded with the Sowiet Union .by. she
late Gowammvnt” is- openly hostile in. the case of the. _hxgxs{c,xan
Democrats and in. that of the Nationalists  superfigially, 4; e
allegedly, . fnendly, ‘while the . attifpde. asswmed with, regand o
Poland s , il%mdl{y to the extent of. SﬂF\ﬁ\lﬁ{y in the formgr, :and
proieSS ostile in _the. La;ttex;, e. Lhe «Ch r)st;&m Demograts
were not averse .even, ta- using the aid of Pilsudski in.the,sub:
version of the Narodniki and Social Democratic ‘Govermnest.
The fact meanwhile that, in spite. of -the fight: they had;,mntil
reca,ntly waged, against,. the Christign. Pemocgats,; the Natiogalists
agreed; at the -crucial moment fo.form a bloc. with' the. latter,
shows how, swperrhmal Ithm dxfferences between - the twor ,parrtxes
really were.. .. .

... The deverlopmen\ts ensumg m, the, hitle»Rﬁmybhc of thhuanm
have m:deed, come . fo aoq.mre great xmernat:oml 1mpo1rtance s

T Ly v ; e

g. cnm

‘ of lnterventton' m Chma; it
o By. Tang ShinShe , . . L

After LlO)d George and the so;xal democ‘rat Ma,cﬁoimfd,
who il the yedr 1924’ Was responsible for 4n' armed irfer-
vention against ‘Canton, for the’ purpose of iormu;xg a’ Co’mmdﬂ
goverament m’zﬂiﬂy mide tse of the Chinsé question | as a
weapon against the ‘Conservative ‘govermiitent 6f Baldwin ' and
Chdiiberlain, ‘and - after ‘Chamberldin “and Baldwin “Hive? > Gomié
to realise that the continual “armed actipns’ it China have ot
resulted i any -success, fhe English = govertinent is adop?mgi
towiirds ‘China a soccalled liberal' policy velfich, first ioun
pression in the muck talked of Methorandum; - :

Wit ‘does the Memiorandum #etually ‘say® It" sp@aké ﬁff the
uncoaldlﬁonal -grait ‘of ‘the Washington surtaxes (thete'is ‘to be
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demanded neither the abolition of the Likien, nor are the new
revenues t0 come 'under foreign control nor are they to serve
for the funding of the Chinese. debts); the reveriues are to be at
the disposal-'of the imost competent Chinese. authorities, that is,
they - will not. be: paid into a FEuropean bank. Secondly, in
regard fo the question of ex-territoriality, England ds of the
opinion that certaini. proposals of:'the Commission for the in-
vestigation of the question of ex-territoriality could, without any
great ‘delay, even under present circumstances already be carried
out. Thirdly, England proposes that the Powers recognise the
national aspirations of China in a common programiite: decla-
ration. The policy of protest in small matters is to be given up;
protest- shall be preserved for important cases, but must, howe-
ver, then be made effective by. common action”.

The question of ex-territoriality plays only a ‘minor role
in the Memorandum. England’s. ‘attention is mainly directed to
bringing together the -international imperialists for the purpose
of an attack against the Kuomin government and against: the
tiberation movement. Further, England, by recognising the addi-
tfional taxes for the whole of China and the delivery of the
revenues to the “competent” Chinese authorities, wishes to help
the military rulers to obtain funds. The civil war in China is to
be prolonged and the whole country is to be divided up into
so many little feudal principalities, as India, .

The clique of imperialist lackeys, the Chinese Generals,
such as Chang Tso-Lin, Wu Pei-Fu, Sun Chuan-Fang etc. are
obviously collapsing; the soldiers are mutinying, the lower
Generals are falling away and going owver to other armies.
This fact is mainly attributable to the great shortage of money.
Neither the soldiers nor the officers are receiving their pay,
The imperialists have themselves recognised that it is precisely
the extortion practiced against the population by the reactionary
military rulers which is more and more increasing the sympathy
for ‘the revolutionary troops. They have for long been seeking
a way out for their lackeys from this impasse. The Tarift
Conference, which they had hindered and postponed for years,
was for them, after the blood bath of the 30th May 1925,
after the revolufionary movement had extended more and more,
a welcome excuse for supporting the reactionaries. In the
Autumn of 1925 the Conference was convened under the Tuan
She-Sui government. Last year when finally there was no longer
any Peking government in existence, the English constantly
endeavoured to carry out the Tariff Conference to am end,
because they wished, on the basis of the surtaxes, to grant the
ocoitnter-revolutionary rulers a loan. After the seizure of power
by the revolutionary Canton army in the Central Yangtse area,
in Hankow and Kiukiang, the English propose in the Memo-
randum the unconditional grant of the Washington surtaxes.
It is stated in ihis Memorandum that the revemie is no longer
to be delivered to the Central government but to the local
officials. :

in China there are 45 marine customs’ offices. 18 of these
at present belong ‘to the Canton -government, the remainder to
the owutspoken imperialist lackeys. The big customs offices of
the Kuomin government, i. e. such as collect over one per cent.
of the total customs revenue, fare: Hankow, Canton, Swatow,
Kiukiang, Chungkiang and Amoy. -But their income only
amounts to :a small percentage of the total revenue. Hankow
receives only 8% of the total revenue, Canton 54%, Swatow
2,48%. The reactionaries, on the other hand, have a much
greater share of the total revenue, for example, Shanghai 39,58%.
Tientsin 9,9%, Dalnij 7,78%, Xiautchow 4,61%. Of the total
revenue the Canfon government receives about a fourth. The
25% ssurtaxes cdn ‘increase the total income of China by 30 fo
40 million Haikwan Taels (a tael is about 3 Shillings). Of this
amount, according to the intentions “of the imperialists, the
Northern military rulers are to receive 20 to 30 million annu-
ally. This sum iis to represent the guaraniee for a long-planned
English loan of 100 million Pounds Sterling for the Anti-Red
Fund. The success of such a plan would have as a result an
immediate attack against the Kuomintang government,

If now Chang Tso-Lin has taken over the Supreme command
of fthe Ngan-Kuo-Chiin (Army for securing the country), that
is over the anti-red front, and has removed from Tientsin to
Peking, is the carrying out of the entire English plan thereby
assured? By no means! The English are absolutely opposed by
Japan. The Japanese will not allow the surtaxes to be intro-
duced unconditionally tin ‘“their” area, that is, in North China
as ithe English iin South China have been compelled to do. They
also do not wish to come forward on behalf of Sun Chuan-Fang

and Chang Tsung-Chang, both of whom are more inclined to
the side of England. All the ithperialist powers together are,
mtoreover, jealous of -England, ‘which hds-gobbled the -largest
share of the Chinese revenues, and swish -to prevent England
gaining  still more privileges through'4fs ‘dontemplated hundred
million foan. Japan and France have #lready expressly opposed
the English -memorandum, Englind -only:has a weak support
in the social democratic Belgian Mihister''Vandervelde and the
Portuguese Military Dictator, “The Americans < who do not
possess any great special privileges in'China and who are ende-
avouring to carry out ftheir dollar policy; in no- way approve
of the dangerous intervention policy of England. I

"The Chinese people have “immediately recognised England’s
lust for: ‘intervention. The-Canton government, ‘as the représen-
tative of the Chinese people, submitted @ protest to the Washing-
ton government (the originatoriofcthe Chinese. tariff increases at
the Washington Conference)..The additional taxes fixed by the
Canton government, are not: ‘based itpon-the’ Washington agre-
ement, but are special productiom+taxgs -which: are levied, not
for military purposes, but for the:benefit of the unemployed and
striking Chinese workers. Should the English and their iriends
attempt to carry out their intriguing . plans by means of force,
there would set in a great ‘boycott against their goods. In
addition a serious conilict between Chang Tso-Lin and his
“follower” Chang Tsung-Chang would break out, as ihe iafter
is in possession of the great majority -of the big ports, as
Shanghai, Tientsin, Kiouchow -ete., with the best revenues, which
Chang Tso-Lin can in no wise tolerate, - -

The White Terror of the . Militarists and
Imperialists in China.
By Shao Li Tse,

Representative of ‘the Kuomintang.

The arrest of the members of the Kuomintang by the
English police in Tientsin and their being hanted over to the
military. authorities in Mukden is extremely characteristic of the
imperialists in China. These ‘facts demand the attention of the
revolutionary masses of the whole world. These acts of the
English authorities show the true face of the imperialists without
its mask. The following two-factors are now becoming perfectly
clear to the revolutionary masses: Firstly the end of imperialisut -
in China is approaching, and this is ‘why ‘it is increasing its
cruelty; secondly it does not hesitate fo use any means to save
its position. These two factors however are only likely to acce-
lerate the pace of the revolutionary movement in China.

According to a telegraphic communication of December
13th, Lampson, the British representative, had the House of
Commons informed in connection  with this affair, that the
English police had no idea that those arrested were members of
the Kuomintang. It is hardly possible however for anyone to be-
lieve that the English police did not know this. The organi-
sation of the Kuomintang carries out its functions in Tientsin.
quite publicly, and has already existed for some time. This being
the case, is it possible that the police -knew nothing of the
arrested persons being members of the party referred to? As.a
rule, the first thing that happens to arrested persons is that they
are subjected to an examination by the English police, and only
then handed over to the Chinese authorities. Furthermore, at the
time of the arrest, the English police seized a number of docu-
ments and a great deal of propaganda material. No one then will
be able to believe Lampson when te says that the police knew
nothing. : SR

Lampson funther states that nore of those arrested pointed
out that he was a member of the'Kuomintang. As a matter of
fact the organisation of the Kuomintang in Tientsin sent its-
legal adviser to the police immediately after the arrest, who de-
manded that the arrested persons be set free on the grounds that
they were political emigrants.. o ‘

* Finally, Lampson pointed out that the arrested persons were
handed over to the Chinese police and not fo-the military autho-
rities; but who does not know that the Chinese police are en-
tirely in the hands of the generals? S .

To us, this cruelty of the English imperialists. is nothing
unexpected or new. In August of this year; the English police
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arrested a Canton officer in Shanghai and handed hum over to’
General Sun-Chuan-Fang; .In:Septembex. the :English:police again
arrested,:a . number . of . students, . workers: and -shopkeepers. for
taking::part  in.a., ppjmml demonstration; .it then handed them
over, to. the. military: authorities..Such beliaviour on the partiof
the . Eughsh imperialists. -should ::net,;cause. any., surpmse, they.
have, surely realised - that the Chinese revolution is ' directed
against them.:In reent times, the English imperialists have shown:
their true face without reserve;-it s ;theérefore: mdmwhus for -
Lampson to:.appear, now with: his “najive” -explanations.

. The English imperialists will grant loan -after loan te: @hang
Tso-Lia: 50 that. he ‘may defeat: the revolutionary wmasses -apd;
continue::the policy: of :the -White - Terror. . Nevertheless -we are-
fully, confident that the revolutionary ' masses . throughout: the:
world; will- grasp- the- situation :aright and . will::oppose -the:!im-
per:ahsts vand ‘rhe reactwmry gaenm‘al«s in thsa in.a umted jrom

1" Ty ik

Wrest the Twenty Seven from the Hands
-..of: their Executioners! - o 2t

{On the occasion of:2¥ Kyemintang members;being handed over
10 rthe mldum:ry auﬁhorlrtles)

Workets of All ‘Countries!

Diiting the last few d*ay‘s itesh and more definite’ news has
be¢h’ constantly reaching us ?ﬁ to" the'immifent murder of 27
of the best Tepresentatives of the ‘Chinése people who havée ‘beer
atrested by the British -authorities’ and handed ' over ‘to” &;ﬁ
executioners of  Mukden.  Any ‘minute the néws ‘may be expect
that the same fate has overtaken these 27 pioneets of national
revolﬂrhiomarry China_ ‘as hds be«iaddeﬁ the many' thousan “of
the bést sofis of the Chingse people who Hhave been’ ill-tresdfed,
tortured” to ‘death of execitéd by the militarists. and . bandits. =

THé arrest and handing’ over of ‘he 27 is the sighal of
open_comradeship in arms betweer’ lmperlahsm atd the blackest
reaction in China. For months past it has'beén gron ‘nore
and more evident -that. the imperialists are beginning” 1o pive
undisguised - support .to- the : Chinesé' ‘bands. The shooftmg of
niimerods 'persons:-in' Shanghai- and Peking “which “wis - done
utider: the ' ¢dver ' of “measures “of protection against’ attack”’ ok
the :European quarters, ‘'was followed in Septémber: ‘of ‘this' year
by the massacres in "Wanhsien. The troops of Enghsh umperi»a:h&m
stiddenly * bombarded this peaceful town, killing” 200 persons,
crippling 500 and making ruins of hundreds of houses. As
though - in ‘angwer 1o the protest faised By the Chinesé re-
presentative in the Council of - the League of Nations aglannset
this inhuman barbarity, a few days later ten ‘students werg! ‘coti-
demned to death in Peking under the accusation ofhaving
agitated .in  favour of the Kuomintang parsty: Innumerable de-
monstratioms, carried on the crest of.a '‘wave of mational -in-
digmation. which.:swept: the whole country in  November; were
‘iollowetd by Iresh whaolesale: murders .and; new death _sentences.

Imperialism and jits Chinese mercenaries have turned with
equal fury against the #Chinese Society for Aiding the Victims
of the Movement for Freedom”; against this mass organisation
of the:Chinese: people, which - has proved  capable, in one year,
of umiting about 100,000 individual ‘members and 600,000 col-
lective members 'in- its -ranks;: which : has ‘gained the: greatest
sympathy - among the workers; peasants and students;. and :is
always:endeavouring to help- the relah%s of 1hose whot are
nmurdered and -arrested.: .. stk

Thé ‘main reason for this- unbrldled terror is ‘the magnmcem
national-revolutionary.. movement “among ~ the "Chinese people,
‘whieh..ds 'increasing from day to day. This terror:is intensified
with every new success of:the People’s ‘Army. in it victorioais

advance, with every step gained: along ihe pafh of. the hberahon ‘

of:China, from her . enslavement.
: Workers and Peasants ‘ofAll Cquntnes' A

Af thxs momen’[ of, anxious . wan‘rmg ior the n@ws of the
execuuom of ‘the 2T Chinese national- revoluhomanes, the eyes
of. the whole Chinese. people. are mot merely fixed on the tortyre-
chanibers of of ‘Mukden; they are al&g durned towards..the West,
iooking to the masses. of workers; their ;brothers,; hoping iorr
heélp .and support . from them. The:, masses..of the people in
Europe and America must. not dnsappoum the hopes set. on
them. Not one of us can look idly on at the new deeds of revenge
whidh are bemg prepared before our eyes. .
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‘ Intellectuals ol Engl;and France, Germany and Am;erwn'

'The  handing‘over- to the 'military " authorities - of - ‘the 27
reveals the true face of world reaction; the face of a common
robbeér” who  despises ' the most elmtmtawy c;vu: ngh‘ts amd
cﬂishes ‘thent under hus foot. g

To. ‘fight for the rescue of  the '27 i amknow e the
right of existence of the working mrasgés of Chma and of their
movement for. ireedom and to sét, the Yedl’ "oF our  condernndtion
on the deeds of forte and cruglty of world capx:ta,l ina oountry
Which has been' forced down' to ‘the level

By your unanimous protest avert the hanxl of the exemtxoner
which'.is raised to deal the death blow’to the 271 "> =
£raSeavs a1 phe s.iap,mm ¢ ;nd 2 do;s € )mn :fémq
of the 1mpema.hsis in ‘China! '
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The Rme of tlie Militaty in the" Occupied
"' ’Rhenish Provmces. L
5 By Mar‘cel Fourmer

The judgement of the' court-martial of ‘Landaw’ oomcernmg
the incidents which took place in September 1926 jn the little
town of Germersheim; is, ‘despife " the #ct ‘of grace relictantly
conceded by the Frenth Government Taithfully illustrative of the
attitude of ‘mind‘ commiott Atnor " the ie of' Francé in
respect of ‘the occupation of the Rhiné’ Provinces. The French
bourgeoisie is extrethely, gratified 'by the-fact' that a French
court-martial’ toncedes to a French’ officer ‘the 'right to beéhave
himSelf in a town of the occu'pled texrntory' ds* thovugh thht terri tory
were conquered territe

' Thé French bom*gédmé s~ annoyed, be(fause its” almughﬁy
military ‘system_is a thing of thé’ ‘past. Tt “feel§’ that" the time
has’ come o ‘take into accout”'the' ‘oppohent whom it yes‘terday
menaced With bayonets, and it Yalso' Yeels that if "will shorﬂy
Oh]lged 't6 ‘take “up a’ modest' position in ‘Eufope; * that it* will
no'longer be able to’command as “conqueror”, but that the
era of setret ‘negotiations “and -of ‘settef’ tréaties 'must ‘take the
place of the xmh‘cary policy which' has up 'te-fiow beefi’ folloiwed
with clai jg:-‘bi sabres, in face df a deteated and dlsarmed ad-
ver$ary.”

Furthermore, the lafws oof ca ’hallst emmomy nseli have bemm
to operate and the “victorions” France of 1918; the Framce of “the
victors, Foch;: Clémenceau and Poingcaré;; has become the France
whose currency has sunk to-about a fifth of, its former value.

. ,The respect. commanded by French, militarism has suffered
severely under . the changed  economic cxrcmlsi,anoes, apd espe-
cially, in the occupied Rhenish Provinces with.. their’ stabilised
Rentenmark ‘The time, 'when, thanks fo.'the depn:ecxated Getmian
currency, .the. French officer could, live luxuriously in the, oc-
cupi terrlto:ry and . take “home: goods bought - there  at next -
to no”rhmg, ‘belom,%s to. the remo&e past. To-day, with his meagre
pay he ca ends . meet. And the soldiers cannot
evan gei a trammde or a glass of, bee,r for théir elghteen oentlmes
a._day.”

T.he soldner ieels that he is hvmg m *the mrldSt ofa popuhaimn
which despises him and, that: he.is, both ridiculous and superflous,
At the same time he; has toi-suffer the harshness of: an exacting

uscaplqne exercised by: officers, free fromy all. supervision.

. I3, therefore, -evident that Lieutenant; Rouzier was in large
m@asu«;e animated by.a feeling of hatred. Three non-commissicned
officegs.iof the 25th” Artillery. Regiment, in an almost coimpletely
intoxicated condition,. had forced their way inte 2 dancing hall
in the village of Sondersheim near Germersheim, and endeavoured
by means. of : viplgnoe, to depnve the wuage youths ori their
dancmg ‘partners;

On the same e:venmg (Septr 27) two soldaers of the 12Ist In-
fantry regiment entered the “Engel” inn in-Germersheim .in:a
drunken conditiom.. One of -them,- named, Gorin,-drew: his bayonet
and tried-, tostab :some; of > the: guests. - He :aas .disarmed and

urned, off .the premises. ‘When the local  inhabitants gathered
round and. were .discussing the incident, there came a patrol

/

The Executive Commitiee. of ,the '
Internaﬁonal Red Aid. ..
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ind three, officers,  among. them Lieujgnant Rouzier who, quite
at random, had, some of the, guests, arrested. . ", o ol

A short time after the above-jncident the ‘charming” Rouzier
was at Ludwigstor, in muiti, where he had.a tryst, with a_young
lady. The, g3 ‘\]gu;t \giii_#cfcr; had; to_ wait some time liory(‘h‘lsllady
iair, Meapwhile & group, ol young people came by, Ore of
them, a gextain. Holzmagn, fhought, he recognised in Rouzier a
friend, and, went, up to him. Rouzier became inghiened,_struck
Holzmann,wigh his, whip, then'drew his revolver and fired at
wim. Holzmapn wag, hif n, e face.

Rouzier eupon, took fo, fiis heels, but was overtaken by
three young, men. k buatgiegf?tamé&hom ‘dne,‘.t‘\’a_vo,;xthr‘ee” and fired,
killing one and wounding another. He then fied to the police
station.
“URotwzier’ thits had one killed and two wounded on his
consciencel Bo% Impoitaiiiw
The French nationalist press sounded the alarm and placed
He Blamefor these ‘occiirrences on“to*the ‘German nationalists.
ieutenant Rouzier :was not “only excuqu for his act, but was

“Igt tagt"txlqléxfélﬁaﬁme fhe frial Tn Landau. Frl?m ‘t‘f;le dst:;)’rgme;nts
of..all, the.witnesses it. became ievident that there had,been no
ﬁiov&amr‘iﬁn éj-lse??part' of the ihhabitamts of Germersheim, but
on the contrary it was)the scandalous; behaviour of French mili-
tary persons that had caused the imciden}s in Sondersheim and
in the “Engel” inn. In? régard to Rouzier, it was est‘albll‘she».d.that
he had  neither. been provoked nor had he acted in justifiable
self-defence. lae | glcr Ho ) (L L5
. iAfter this. official admissign one would have expected that
either all parties would have, been acquitted or that only Rouzier
would have been condemned. But the judgement of the military
court constitutes a flagrant challenge to the conception of justice.
The acquittal, ,of Rouzier and theconviction of the Germans. are
a triumph tor, the thesis of the |Generalstali, according to which
a French officer in occupied territory is at all times justified in
using his weapons against the inhabitants., . -
.1 Whoever is familiar with, courts-martial is fully aware that
the ;judgement of the court-martial of Landau corresponds to the
judgement dormed by, Poincaré, the Prime Minister, in consulfa-
tion with Painlévé, the Minister of War, and Gerneral Guillaumat,
commander of .the army on: the Rhine, It is well known . that
Poincaré is,a ferce, opponent of the evacuation of the Rhenish
Provinces ——, an.evacuation which his Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs, Briand, the man of Thoiry, would now be disposed, without
great “reluctance”, to. carry out. as; the logical consequence of
his Geneva policy and of the understanding with Stresemann.
Thatis the 'solution-of jthe: problem. ot ot
Poiicard need$ Briand, for  without him his cabinet” would
falls But°hé alsoneeds' Marin®and the Natiotal bloc,  which, it'is
hardly 1é88ssary’ to mentioh, 'he secretly prefers. 2200
The onviction 'of Rotzier by the court-martial of Landau

o< the "abquittal ‘of the German§ would Have been a blow to the
oHéupation policy, Which'is Poincaré’s policy. It is certain that in
cotihection” with this’' Laridau  affair, Briand' was compelled to
bind “himsélf'in' variots respects. But in fhe last’momient Pojncaré
isstied instructions 10 acqdit Rouzier, and the military judges
Hastenied o OBey,” especially‘as ‘they find'it*an agreeable task

16 flout “the population ‘of the Rhifeland. It is trie that, under
pressiire ‘6 'public “opition “abroad,” Poincaré was ' obliged , to
yield at the last moment to the extent of “pardoning” the con-
victed Germans. But this tardy’ gesture’ allthe more 'betrayed the
embirrassmerit of the French Government leader 'who ‘is’ wedged
between: twiopolicies:of ‘widely different’ rature.”’

The!French, Press was natirally jubilant that its’ chauvinism
had been igiven! satisfaction! The' ‘Gertitan 'Press protested,’ and
rightly, too; atileast front-the''standpoint 'of ‘the’ simple - &iticen.
Briand had 'nicely lulled Stresemann into the happy illusion- that
the! evacuation of the ‘Rhine:Provinces 'was imminent. Affer ‘the
Landau @iair there cdn beno further' talk -of the mratter!’ Hence
ther chagrim ‘ob the "Germait! bourgeoisie which ‘had ‘ade wp for
its2li an excellent propaganda platform out of this evacuation:

| 'We! Cominunists naturally take a very different view of the
question ol evacuation. i1 SH ey JiSTeE

Thé occupation, which-ithe: Gerian’ capitalists 'really’ use ‘as
armocnsrof protectiont! against the German ‘working ' class, is'a
heavy burden. to:the peopleof the Rhineland and'especially to
the  workers,: “for ‘the bourgeoisie know how to keep on the
right s'de of the victors.

! pebopd M P wanild rotna) 3 IS
iein the> Rhineland dthese dre il 170,000 soldiefs:” 3 arify
corps; the30th in Coéblenz, the 32md in Maiiiz,"thé"33rd in Trier;
4ifidependent ‘divisions:”‘fhe 30th “in [{Goseitheim,  thes88th  in
Coblenz, the 47th in"Dueren, the TPth it Landau, "without’ men-
tiofling - the “occupation’ troups! in-'the Saar.'Are these troups to
reniain ‘there i accordance with “the treaty 'of WVersailles for' a
further eight years? Will the French' Government give up Thoiry
or theuright bank of thé' Rhine? .o ol

Resuscitated 1German: Imperialism ‘should” surely mnot be
strengthened: but- ‘we1also have'a/bone tor pick ‘with out ‘own
Iinperialism; The presence of’ Frerch troups:in‘the ‘Rhineland
undoubtedly ' féeds: German Nationalism, for a“population which
ha§' been “exposed -daily: for: seven''years “to the tyramnies of dn
insufferiable militaty- caste can’' maturally beeasily beguiled into
puttinghbupa resistance’ on national grounds. :

Therefore, we, the French Communists, urgently demand the
evacuation of the occupied Rhenish Provinces.

¥
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The Echo

or

of the Odessa ‘Movement in the
Arabian Countries.
By J. B. (Jerusalem).

., The communications with_regard to, the meeting between
Chiicherin and Rushdi Bey in Odessa were received ‘with great
interest by the whole Arabian Press —: numbering altogether
more than a hundred newspapers in Syria, Palestine, Egypt and
Iraq — and was reported in great defail, though of course
coloured by Reuter and Havas, the only, available sources of
iglfOrlma‘t.ionwhe're. This 'was made the occasion. for bringing up
anew the question of the relations between the Arabian national
movement on the one hand and Turkey and the Soviet Union
on “the, other hand, and Jin connection with it of a possible
alliance of the  Asiatic peoples against. European. imperialism.

It .cannot be .said 'that the  Arabs cherished any special
sympathy for  the Turks.: The. nationalist. elements particularly
- in, bothi.Egypt and Syria with the exception of small groups
— regarded, Turkey which has for centuries oppressed the Arabs
in. the most; brutal way, as,more or: less theé hereditary enemy,
and considered the revival of Turkey’s, power a serious danger
for; the mational ideals of the Arabs. Things altered, it is true,
when Mustapha Kemal seized the. power and finally put an/ end
to the. predatory policy of sthe Sultans. Nevertheless, even up to
the present day, the /Arabs had preserved a .certain mistrust
which . the English have. cleverly managed to throw into, the
balance .against Young Turkey, for instance on the occasion of
the Mosul conilict. i |

If<was also uncertain: “what. was *the attitude between' the
Arabian Press and those whose influence counted for most<in
the nationalist circles;, towards: the Soviet Unicn. The English
and French' have mnot' neglected rany' oppdrtunity’ of spreading
the. vilest-lies: and calumnies iabout:ithe Soviet Union; especially
theiipolicy of the: Soviet Goverrment: with regard to'the Moham-
medan peoples has been'distorted 'and misSrepresented. These! lies
have met with very: little credence, or' monéjatcall; on thepart
of the'masses of the people;-the workers and peasants, insofar
as.ithey take aniinterest in political:and -social problems at ail,
easily understand that a government: of’ workers and peasants
is;-a  thing- tor/be aimed at and not to be:combated; and just
the revolutionary lacts and measures condemned by the anti-
Soviet - propaganda rouse -enthusiasm’ amiong:the rbroad:strata
of the peoplei‘who dre so-terribly oppressed; i [ o

~i1 It was quite a different thing, it'is true,2Wwith’ the bourgeois
elements ‘which are at the head of 'the national movement, ‘and
with 1a-'section  of the ‘intelligenzia.  To!‘them, Bolshevism,- the
Soviet power, actually seemed to'be the greatest danger, and
any union with it ;seemed ,impossible.. Even during the short
period of Zaghlul Pasha’s rule in 1924, that leader of the
ational movement ‘in Egypt’contemplated gaining certain con-
cession's' firom'Englarid it thé price of exterminating Bolshevism.
The’ Zaghlul' ‘Press‘ on’ the wﬁole accepted the bulletins of 'the
virious lanti-Bolshevist' Teagifes and the telegrams of agents of
the Whites' from!Riga and Berlin ‘word for word, without even
considering “the 'problert “of the Soviet Union and its relations
to ilre’ national “movements for 'freedom. il

""The ‘commients’ published 'in the whole Arab Press on,the
meeting between Rushd! Bey and Chicherin in Odessa indicate
a significant change of atiilude. The friendship between Turkey
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and:ithe Boviet Union 13- being. greéted :with' the gtreaies'l enthur
siksni’ byenthe wichblé Press,. béginding with the! radical-matios
nahstupgpers down' iq; the liberal and. even 40; the more or less
Anglophile - and: Francophile . publications.’s, The - important
Egyptian papers . “Mukattam” (non-party) dnd-# Ahram? : (incli-
ned towards the Zaghlul party), the Beyrut . Press.and  the
various 1 gfcgpers in Palest,me arg, discussing the rumour of
g , “Asiatic, League of Naﬁons whwh'has just 'been s‘bar;

oy, the Erench an? English, wx warriest ﬁympathy

,lnfpst all the arhclqs i§ th'a? this is the only way. b

a] remetance Tan 'be offered to the unbo ded

uxopeam 1mpqv ahsm N .
neqdly at%tudc 1owards ‘the,

'xﬁ

gnor. of .
wh;c,fl 2
i acm 9

P This' unammously .
Ul;uon’ xand 15 pohcy A

the’ Near East, which is urfher " con-

ileg tmm ialist trend of ‘the Soviet polity  in
&i Ha }5Yro : alué of "the 'Soviet 'Union jn the
st lé for, fﬁe 1 i of the countries. suffering under -
per ist oppr’eéslon S recogmsed it the intellectual and even
m the bourn ems cxroles of the Anab upntries.

i on I ghsi: papers in Eg;pf the’ French. Press in

Syria “and the ZI st Press in *Palestine’ .which d1zc
result of the Odes%r; wieéting with suppressed, rage. 'Th fish
and ' Frerlch * present “the * speeches “of ncherm”and
Rirshdi” Bey - as being: ms‘i‘n:dere3 and’ “warn” *ﬁe &eoplgs‘of
the East against being  caught in'thd 'suate{ ‘of the wicked
Bolstievists. The Zionists Have their own sdccounts fo' setﬂe \with
the"So¥iet - Unioh which ‘théy'tanndt ‘forgive '
is”s6lviftg the Jewish questiod’ in'Ruksia and e UkraI ,
a tryly - prolétarian way, by a mcdl’t‘ttrahsmg the "broad"” masses
oF the Jewish péople (thiis entermg into "“céiipetition” * with
the Zionist work of colonisation), and further because countér-
revolutionary agitators who stir up the people against the
“wild dictatorship of the C. P. S. U.” are rendered harmless
By' the offidiald 'of the Soviét Power even if they cloak fhem
selves 'in the mantle of Zionist idealisn, .

~ Even the Anglo—French and thé llomst Presu, however,
miust acknowledge thiat the Odessa’ micetitig was a great triumph
for #heSoviet ‘Governrent and 2’ defeat of Engl:and’s plans for
dﬁémeimg ahe Sowethmon.u

g e s ji
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ltahan Fasclsm .and:the Reglme o’f
- Ljdptcheff ~ ~ .07
;. o By P JiASofim); o e

; Twimost &gtilﬁ(‘,ant eventsiiﬁ thelast fedt mek&»i& Bu§gana
reveat- the - growing- influence of Hattan  Fascism ‘getieral~did

cular. of . recant tances it
IR ek %&&?&ﬁﬂ“ b i 03

\{,emment o “Diemocratic
Union” (“Demokratitcheski S@év ); the Bulgarlan bankers and
capitalists are pursuing a,sys

a’tlc policy which is characte-
rised by a rapprochement’ 'nt aly o lln'ﬂperlahsrt Great Brifain

but, also to Fascist Italy,Mery nadurdllyssthis policy: on: thef part

of a small country like Bulganiayiin fact litthe mute: than: arsetni-
oolonry, cam mean nhothing elsestham: that the: *diumermolwxonmry
bourgeoisie in Bulgaria has engaged tordet a tool in the hands
of %he Atalian -Fascists-antt Biitish" Imperialistsy il o

© Theractive participation” of ‘thé Ha¥ian’ ‘Fas&i‘s’ts in thé ﬁomn
anﬂd foreigit politles of Bulgaria, #tid" &) dally in ‘the in ferial
pohcy’of eche Ly*apteﬁeﬁ vaehmm 15 “ani*dbVous Fack,”

u}garlén f:aoumgepwzg

are, approdching their
1a as their ;mxhtary hase

ig v lanned amd racticall

ed mg'lu sﬂs -revolu:q%l : p .“?i{l»%('
“The diséi uTes tia is., g,game huz;hly significant,
I?cajy is. said to | ve pmmsexf ulgazia, Eastern Thrm&
aooess ‘to_‘the | - wio, ojd s of;the. Bulgarian

dlisie, rﬁgurmg si e ,the, time of, (’fp Pgace; Treaty ~ds the
wain’ points on the na
Batkan  policy, along with’

Dobroudja.-

‘Fhe ‘partigipation oi Bulgariavin an Imperialist advemm'e of
the: Italian: Fascists. (in which conmection. there: can be modoub*
that Great Britain, with its aggﬁesswe designs on the Soviet

he; annexation of, Maﬂ.doma an»d ithe

arms.. Jand agmunition 'in Bul

Lxst expanmon—progr.am‘xm ~of their -

Uauon, .13 seoo:ndmg wltaly) na:tura&»ly prcsupposes the emstence of
adeqwately large Bulgarian forcesy:e !

The substituion of the .old:.standing: army for ‘the mercemry
trmppg enforced iom: Bulgaria .by ithe Peape: Treaty, is—ofe of
the: main dergands. submitted: to.. the. Imperialist ‘Governments of
the Great . Powers:and; to. flie League of Nations by the entire
bourgedisie:oli Bulgaria, no. matter -of. what; party,including the
Sacial; Demorrats, .the -Ragicals; and: the - Right - wing of: the large
land owers: of; Stambuliski’s party. By.the Peace Treaty, Bul-
garig was permitted to maintain aw ‘army -of -30,000: professional
soldiers; Ini: reality; - however, the Bulgarian bourgeoisie. has,
und&r various prefexts, far larger armed forces at its disposal.

. That, ghis,.is (a,&aact wwias proved guite recently by the Note
addmed to.the; Bulgayrian : Government: by the Military Control
Commission of the. League of: Nations, following .on am inspection
by . this Commission .of the existing  forces and stores of
lgania. . The Bulgarian Govern-
ment, Bade the/: Bwlgxax‘nan ress_. to pwblls the  Note in
qwesnon, which, .in its pofitical sense, was in the first plage

fpndf:‘d bwe Leag*ue qf Natio s 10 joxge. Lyaptchell to accele-
rate 'fhe. P: a,mvenrtaxy‘ setflenrent, of the  economic, and financial
“reform ed” of Bulgaria . b “the, &st—European bankers
in, clgse; oomppg:ﬁon with fthe “refugees loan”, and, was at_ {he .
saine’ time a manoeuvre on.. the part of France, for the ‘douible
purpo‘se of ] ‘? ‘its threatened profegé, .Yugoslavia, and .o}
: Iﬁay prhlgg, as, $uhs-equen:tly transpired, was . mst .at
supplying Bulgaria, with maclume-guns and ammu,mtlop.
: 2 e ne- dowht; that, as .a  tesult -of -this counter-
revolu'tlonmry, nahonahst—expanswe and militarist paticy, Bul
garia is at present completely dominated: by Fasoist Italy, Nor
cam, ﬂmre nbe the Jeast dowbt but,that thessojourn’ of King Boris
m Italy in’August. last, the. journey of Fereign:Minister Burol
from. Gegxeva and; Paris to’ Rome .in September and October
(inten aed ‘as a:demopstration against: -Yugoslavia), and thed simu-
latneous one, month’s’.stay of War: Minister General ‘Volkoft in
Italy,..can point. tp .pothing. but ‘a close political and military
comax:t between  Rasgist -Haly: ;and. Fascisty Bulgaria, a. contact;
mdeedn, which ,excqeds -the limits.-of & sere- rappmchemem
éml _-,dymg,,qs it does,: a_footing for: ‘Italian‘ Fascrsm in. Bulgaria
, 4‘11?, Balkan ‘Penigsula, which; ~in view of ‘the ‘recert

ueyv o ation, of the Imperialist. Poiwers, also imiplies a’cerfain
shifting in the tactics of Great-Britain in its policy against “the’
Soviet. ,Union . and the s'trugglmg mlomai and sm1mlon1al
peoples LT

It is obvious that the relatxor»s |between Mussohm s l“taly and
Lyaptchefils: Bulgaria are: developing ! in:. a way whwh safelv
permxt& «Oft the. following: condusioms:: . ‘

. a)c That 'the. Lyaptcheif’. Govérnment has engaged to bewm#
the tool <ok Mussolini in-the realieation''of his Itperialist ¥imi¢
in the Baljans; ori.the strength of a'Proniise that, aiter a’possible
war between Turkey and Italy, Bulgaria shooul’d Pedewe Easf&fn
Thmoe dhd-an access to the Eg:da:r ar el ‘

kg &) matter - of “course, “thig! fop ﬁiv&d'ing the spokl§
aﬁﬁm" a suidosssful SImpérmhst coup “fhe part Of Mussolini!
wauld*ﬂi*newablv\ hiave resubted: ity 4 Wat‘ Detweer” Bulgarm c%ai
Eigece, ‘since ‘the' vital' interests -6f) the wo “bourgeoisies ' ebHe
cetned! would® ettide” it Eastern Thrace:We' have. thuis all 48

pfemiSes‘M A irepetition "of ‘the 'events whi

war it the!” alkar alties’in 1912/13: ° L S
VVVV ﬁl} g;é Wirtlsters, Bifiroft * g olioft, nego»’nateﬁ}
‘the p f&\% “armgs an _”axfrmun{iﬂtx ' with' Mas:

KiEi e ot
Tie, ver mrteres‘mmg; I e QUL

! gen :
recertly puBhshe«d(eg)yﬂ?h,e “Rote Fahpe”, the oentrai organ ok
the Communist Party of Austiasi i 10 cvunps
“on andEAR the Oental. Edtopeaty JPress"Currésqmﬁdemoe reafhs
-+ frenmrae well-informet sotice;  there’ have, 'since Octolber, betl
congtdng:fransports’ of “angis,‘mainly ‘machine-guhs, 'to Bast:
i Burdpnaﬂ' odumtties;~ the: arms'“in questior’ being ‘1o ‘othér
. ithan fhiotrerhéntiouststock: of thése linfstesictits Which il info’ -
+ . e hamdsiofithe Ttablbns' during the fate war -and -especialtv
voicafter the bredkdows di 'the - Piave front: O 'a total stock
-+ ot abbut- 20000 mathme-tgmfs« Ttaly 2 'féw thonths” ago ‘sold
Cand: de’la%fed 5009'40: Rdomﬂmi“a “The“Balance s the subjéet
of negotiatians oft the' part 6 both ‘&> Hungatian atid 2 Bul-
. garian comthission, whic "have both*bien’ purchasing Iarg°r
. instalments: from ‘time to tithe; cdordinig fo their momentary”
¢ finamcial resouroes.: Of “each “Tot) 40 “pér ¢ent. has beéén alls:
cated to Hungary, 40 per cent. to Bulgaria, and 20 per cent.




io the Macedonian committees. The necessary funds have

been raiséd partly by the Governments in. question ‘and

partly by patriotic bequests. o nt : Pl
These consignments of-arms have been 'forwarded via

Tarvis and Innichen, ‘with a & circumvention: of )(-ugqslay

territory and without touching Vienna, across Austrian ‘erri-

tory to’ Hungary; and thence either to Bulgaria or to Rou-
mania. 500 machine-guns were unloaded:at’ Kelenidld ‘near

Budapest. Since, by virtu¢/of the Peace ‘Treaty; the: transport

of arms across Alustrian: territory- is prohibited; these cou-

signments’ are’ sent indisguise, belng generally registered as
oranges and lemons. In “order ' to/ hoodwink" the Austrian
customsauthorities; thetarms aré camouflaged in the goods-
waggons with a number of genuinecases of- these  fruits.

Nevertheless, it is remarkable that all- the transports should

up to the present havé passed the romtiers tmmolested:”

Particular imporfance ‘attaches to the participation ii these
plans of the Macedonian Committee, i. e,,'the 1. 'M. R." Organi-
sation, ‘headed by the well-known agent of the’Bulgaridn bour-
goeis party, General Protogerofi.” In relation with ‘this organisa-
tion, the Lyaptcheif Government is pursuing the policy it inherited
fromt' the Zankoff administration, ‘making use of 'the umity of
Macedonian emigrants for the realisation of its own annexationist
aits in Macedonia, just as the Zankoff 'Government did. In the
present constellation in the Balkans, such ‘a’ policy ‘can 'but
mean' pouring oil ‘on the flames of the constant conilict between
Bulgaria and Yugoslavia. It is' particularly obvious that, in com-
pensation for the machine-guns 'supplied, the Italian Government
aims at’ aggravating the existing''differences’ between these two
Balkan States. i ‘

c) For certain reasons: we ‘are forced to surmise’ that in close
connectiont with the facts already detailed, the Bulgarian Go-
vernmient ‘has ‘demanded the support of Mussolini towards the
reorganisation of the old Bulgarian army. In this conneéction, the
Lyaptcheff Government bears ‘a. serious political - and  historic
résponsibility towards the Bulgarian people, since' such a demand
on the part of the Government must mnecessarily be connected
with new secret megotiations and 'agreements, ‘which will ‘on
the one hand help the Bulgarian Government to supplement its
stock of arms and ammunition soi'as to’ be better ‘in a position
to atftack the emancipatory movement of the working masses 1n
Bulgaria, and on:the other hand enable it to'prepare for new
{mperialist and military adventures.

The political- dependence of ‘the Lyaptcheff ‘Gévernment on
Italian Fascism may, moreover, also be demonstrated by the
following facts: 2 .

a) All the Government jpapers ‘made favourable comments on
the recently concluded agreement between Italy and''Albania, in
which -connection the Press both of the Government faction and
of the the Zankoff, party, took occasion, not. only openly, but
even vehemently, 10 voice the interests of Ifaly as opposed io
those of Yugoslavia. t I !

b) The wing led by:Zankoff and ‘General Russeff, which
consists of unscrupulous adherents of the methods of Mussolini,
with whose help it was ;able to carry through the coup, d’état
of June 9th, 1923, has: now commenced openly to attack the fnot
sufficiently., vigorous” and “unstable”. course pursued -by Lyapt-
cheff 'with regard to the. Commmunists and Agrarians. In the De-
mocratic Union - and the Fascist- military ‘organisations, - prepa-
rations are being made for a;new: coup, by which the adherenis
of Zankoff think they will succeed in frustrating any,tendency
tfowards an approach on the part of.the “political” elements in
the “Democratic. Union”, headed by Lyaptcheff, to the bourgeois
parties of the Opposition with a’view to the formation of a “con-
stitutional party Governmtent”. =" ' 2

c) The massacres in the Lovetch and Trojan distridts, the
wholesale arrests of young workers, of Communists, agrarians trade
union leaders, and the widows of workers formerly assassinated,
as also.the flight of many to foreign:countries .during; September
and;. October last +—+ are  all- measures which, found special
approval in ithe eyes of the.Fascist agents of Mussolini in Bul-
garia, . The Sofia corespondents iof  the ltalian ~Fascist papers
wrote very eloiquently in. praise of Lyaptcheff on the occasion
of his recent, attacks on the: Bulgarian Communists; The “Pre-
porez”, the press. organ of Prime. Minister Lyaptcheffnaturally
hastened to reprint these.impressions and eulogies.’

d) Since: the moment when the ' ireedom of the press-and
ol assemply was rescinded -for the -working class in- Bulgaria,
the “ideas” of Italian Fascism have naturally been greatly on the
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increase. The agent of the Bulgarian Fascists in Rome, tlzv’e
wiriter Nentcho 1lieff, has ‘published a book on that “great man”,
Benito Mussolini. The “Kubrat” and the “Rodna Sastita”, the
press organs of the organisations bearing these names, preach
the doctrine~of Mussolini in. regard to the rule of the “most
competent ~among the ' select” in contradiction to the rule of
the “despised masses”.

¢) 'Alongside their 'specifically Bulgarian methods for the
physical ‘annihilation ‘of ‘revolutionary elements, the Bulgarian
Fascists have now come to employ the methods peculiar to their
Italiah confreres. On December 5th, 1926, they burned dowm,
in the town of Plevna, where the proletarian revolt took place
in June 1923, the third storery of ‘the house inhabited by
Dr. ‘Beshev and his family of six. The doctor, a former member
of the Communist' Party, was very popular among the workers
and ‘peasants, ,whom ‘he had 'often rendered gratuitous medical
aid. The Fascists took care only to destroy the storey in which
the physician resided. Dr, Beshev and his family were all burned
alive. ‘ Yacrds

On the occasion of the meeting at Qdessa between Chicherin,
the Russian People’s Commissar for [Foreign Affairs, and the
Turkish Foreign Minister, the report was spread in the inter-
national press ‘that Bulgaria had entered the Balkan alliance
founded by Italy (or Great Britain) and directed against national-
revolutionary Turkey and the Soviet Union.
. The press of the bourgeois Opposition has inquired of
the Government, albeit very, timidly:and in an indirect way,
whether. all that was reported in. this regard in foreign papers
were . really  true. The -Government organ did not venture to
answer the question openly, but failed to..deny the truth of
the statements.

* *

*®

The international action against Italian Fascism is at the
same time an indirect action for the benefit of the Bulgarian pro-
letariat and its struggle against Fascism in Bulgaria.

The international action against Italian Fascism must also
be directed  against the adventures, of Mussolini in the Balkans.

The Lyaptcheli Government and; the Zankoff-Russeii-Kalfofi
group, which are nothing but tools in the hands of the murderers
of Italian ‘peasants and workers, must, by .means of this action,
be mercilessly branded as ‘such.

The _consignment of machine-guns from . Italy. to..Bulgaria
must be held uwp as a crime against the international proletariat.

The Bulgarian workers and peasants are calling for relief for
the victims of the White Terror and for the 100,000 unemployed
in Bulgaria. 1l '

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

Oh_‘t‘he Road to a National Miners’ Trade
Uniom:
By J. V. Leckie.

After 'seven months’ heroic  struggle' against treachery,
hunger: and police-terror the miners of Great Britain were com-
pelled to accept District-Agreements; lower  wages, increaséd
hours and ‘worse working conditions;

What influence will the British Miners’' deféat have upon
the. tempo of. the British. Empire’s  decline; on internationnal
relationships; on the economic basis  of reformism, Labour-
aristocracy, the further ripening of class consciousness and on
the political orientation of the masses,. etc? Two answers are
forthcoming: 1. that the decline of Brithish Capitalism is only
temporarily retarded unless other categories of British workers
collaborate’ wich their employers' and voluntarily agree fo
wage cuts and 2. tthat in the mining industry, which is the
barometer of the social revolution in England, the employers
have yet to secure their victory and that providing the miners
dan rapidly reorganise ‘their forces, unhindered by the national
agreements, they are'in a' position’ to conduct an immediate
guerilla warfare ‘which will have 'devastating eifects upon the
mining  employers who are now endeavouring to fix contracts
and win back lost 'markets, and ‘also upon the struggling heavy
industries.

What is the mood and attitude ol the working miners? It
can be truly said even in the case of those compelled earlier
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than others fo return to work, that the supreme. desire is to
have another offensive. They do not feel vanquished or demo-
ralised. Their —minds. . are..much-clearer,-and--their hearts are
filled with bitter eagerness for revenge. This is easy to under-
stand. Why? 1. Because they feel that they were betrayed into
defeat and that the conditions they ‘are returning to are abo-
minable and tantamount to slavery, and 2. because every miner’s
family is loaded down with debts (rents, grocery bills etc.) and
that the limmediate future is not only mortgaged but that, as
already the mineowners are in some districts breaking  their
agreements recently concluded, there is nothing for them and
their families to look forward to but a life of meanness and
drugery. Here ‘the promptings, arising from the miners’ actual
im»r?edi'a‘te needs, fit in together with their traditional fighting
instincts.

" What is the mood and attitude of the mineowners?

With few exceptions the British mineowners regard their
industry as being in i state of permanent decay. To some extent
this arises from the growing popularity of alternative means
of motive power (oil, hydro-power, electricity) and the ‘more
economical use of coal itself (gas, oil, hydroproducts, etc.) On
the other hand, however, the British coal owners are them-
selves somewhat responsible for ‘the decay of their industry
inasmuch as, fearing nationalisation of the mines, with or
without compensation, they have starved the industry of new
capital. This fear of nationalisation and the growing wave of
strike fights continually haunt them. Therefore, not now being
in a position to make wage concessions, they desparately and
without regard for the future extraci ruthlessly the most they
can out of the present situation.

Thus the mood and attitude of both the miners and mine-
owners 'is a guarantee of immediate future fights inside that
industry. The agreements already signed are, for the mineow-
ners, not drastic enough. For the mineworkers they are already
too drastic. Their full force however will only be experienced
about spring this year when the various special inducements
contained (bonusses, remission of rent, etc,) will be abandoned.
By this time it is even possible that the partial English coal
boom mow springing up will then be exhausted and that hali
the miners will be permanently unemployed. Incidentally, this
will react upon ‘the struggling heavy industries and intensify
the fight there also.

As the need for future immediate struggles seems guaranteed,
what is the attitude of the various political groups? The capi-
talists desire a Locarno Peace Pact on the basis of lower wages
and more hours. On the other hand they are seeking 1. to
legislate anti-trade union laws and 2. to remove power from
the House of Commons to a reformed House of Lords in
which would probably sit as “life members” some prominent
right wing leaders of the Labour Party.

The attitude. of the right, wing Ileaders to the ' coming
struggles is to collaborate with the - capitalists (as witness:
meeting in December first in the Savoy-Hotel, attended by
Cramp, Turner, Hodges, Lord Grey, Col Willey and Sir Hugh
Bell on the question  of industriali peace and  opposition to
communism). They seek to discredit industrial action in favour
of parliamentarism, gradualism and the “bloodless” revolution.

On the other hand the atlitude of the lefi wing and. the
C. P. is to encourage all these fights, to reorganize working
class machinery on the basis of recent experiences, to prevent
the ‘drifting apart of the industrial and political wings, to strike
roots deeper into the mass-organisations -and to secure new
leadership. In short, to turn' every fight into a political fight
for a Workers Government and the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat.

On the question of reorganisation, while amalgamations
leading to a greater concentration ol workers forces are im-
minent in several of the most important industries, the need of
the miners is naturally the most pressing. The most important
lesson of the period now closing is, that the 22 county Unions
with their seperate Executives and officials, embraced within
the framework of the M. F. G. B. must be liquidated. Throughout
the strugigle ‘there has more or less existed 22 centres of right
wing reaction actively sabotaging the activities of the left wilg
workers. This inner weakness was one of the principal contri-
butions to the miners’ defeat. Therefore the present apparatus
must be displaced by a centralised national union on industrial
union lines.
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The attempt, however, to credte a national industrial umion
of the miners, will be ‘opposed by the capitalists and also by
the right wing leaders inside and outside the M. F. G. B. It-
will be opposed by MacDonald ‘and the professional politicians
because such an organisation under left wing leadership ‘would
control such a heavy block vote at Labour Party-Conference as
would succeed 'in eventually unmasking the right wing refor-
mist leadership. Thus the Labour Party would be compelled
either to fight for the political needs “of the growing class-
conscious 1rade Unions or stand ‘- exposed. and comdernned.
Naturally MacDonald will do everything possible o prevent the
creation of 'such a national union under revolutionary leadership.-

In the meantime MacDonald will probably intensify the
recruitments of the individuel members section of the Labour
Party (already 350,000 strong and mostly liberal), so that if
the challenge for leadership does arrive, his exchequer will be
independent of Trade Union support and therelore also Trade
Union. dictation. In other words the British Labour Party,
unless prevented by the developement of strong unions under
revolutionary leadership and a growing left wing movement,
may eventually find itself on the basis similar to that occupied
by continental social democratic pariies.

What ‘are the concrete possibilities of organising a' national
miners Trade Union in Great Britain? Every intelligent miner
recognises that such an organisation is immediatly necessary,
and every mass-miners ‘meeting which has so far been consulted
has voted unanimously in its favour. There is no other. method
whereby 'the' slave district 'agreements can be successfully
smashed. Unfortunately, however, although the rank and file
miners seem anxious for the change, there appear to exist a
number of difficulties. They are brieily as follows:

1. Bureaucratic opposition within the separate districts and
also' within the Federation itself.

2. Victimisation of Left Wing and 'C. P. workers, who are
equally regarded by the bureaucrat as his own personal enemies,
He not only refused to fight for their reinstatement but does
his best to have them starved entirely out of his district.

3. The Poverty of the miners’ central exchequer. The scar-
city of funds makes itself felt in two ways: a) the inability to
offer full support to those victimised local and district workers
upon whom depend the successful floating of reorganisation
schemes and b) the inability to employ the new leaders who
have sprung up during the struggle owing to #nance difficulties.

If Cook and his colleagues can overcome these diificulties
the proposed national miners union will materialise. In this
connection he may ‘probably receive help from the British
T. U. C.— at a price! As the right wingers may think it
advisable to'stipulate conditions.

The importance of creating a British national miners’ Trade
Union may be finally and briefly summarised as follows: 1. Tt
puts the miners in a strong defensive and offensive position,
2. in the T. U; C. it would ‘enable the revolutionary elements to
cope ‘effectively with General "Council vacillations and would
lead to the entire reorganisation of T. U. C. and the single
unions inside the chief industries. 3. In the Labour Party it
wotld - constitute an open challenge to the right wing for
political leadership. 4. It would open the door of parliament
for Left wing and C. P. candidates. 5. Throughout the entire
country it would be a driving encouragement fo all active
workers in the Trade Unions, the Minority Movement, the
Labour Party, the Left Wing and the C. P.

The formation of the national miners’ union in England is
necessary mnot only for the awakening English proletariaf, but
for the international mining proletariat within the folds of
Amsterdam and the Miners’ International and also for the
Anglo-Russian Committee. fout

For all these reasons — human and organisational — imme-
diate assistance must be found for the victimised miners’
families. It must be given in such a way as to compel' the
Amsterdam International ‘also to ‘provide support or stand
exposed. The entire lessotis of the past six months will be
sacrificed if for the lack of cash the victimised are penalised,
reorganisation” crushed and all forward movements hindered.
The revolutionary proletariat, under the ‘magnificent leadership
of the Russian proletariat, has played a heroic and helpiul role
in thepast, and their ' assistance is yet required to' that the
results will be secured that will have a far-reaching effect upon
the British and world proletariat.
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The First Congress for the Unity of Labour
in Palestine.
By J. B. (Jerusalem).

The movement for the unity of labour.in Palestiue, which
hias only been in exisfence for a short while, has. the following
niain’ objects iin view: support, on an iaternational scale, of the
principles set up by the Anglo-Russian Unity Committee, and
the institution of a single frade-union international: The “Ehud”
(Unity)“Clubs are siriying to persuade the executive committee
of the “Histadruth” (Jewish, Workers Organisation, in Palestine),
.which adheres to the. Amsterdam Trade-Unino International, to
support the Anglo-Russian committee, The programme of the
unity movement in the country itsell comprises two main points,
firstly that of making the ‘Histadruth”, which has hitherto enly
accepted into its ranks quite a.small number: of Arab workers,
truly - international By organising within it the broad masses of
Arab. labour, and secondly that of abolishing the system of
expulsion, which has been used by the hitherto reformist majority
of the Histadruth organs against the class-conscious workers,
and accepting into the organisation all workers without distinc-
tion or regard for political convialion.

.In spite of .the general cry that was raised against it soon
alter its inception by the official trade-union leaders and despite
the persecution directed agains! it by the Government by means
ol lawsuits, the closing of premises, etc., the unity movement
has not been slow to acquire. the sympathies  of the working
class. Thousands of members of the Histadruth, and  numerous
non-organised and excluded workers have  joined 'its ranks.
Among the Arab workers, too, the principles ol unity have been
finding more and more adherents.

On the eve of the imminent elections for the general congress
of the Histadruth, the unity movement has now convened a
general congress of its own. A whole series of foreign workers’
organisations (among them the General Councii of the British
Trades Union Congress, the Anglo-Russian Committee, and the
executive bureau of the R. 1. L. U.) sent messages of con-
gratulation in connection with the session, only the Amsterdam
interpational expressing  dicapproval: in. a reply which was
signed by Sassenbach, remarking that the unity movement was
presumably not to be rated higher than other similar miovements
“in_quite a number of different countries”.

The unity congress itself, which took place on the 17th, 18th,
and, 19th of December 1920, was extremely imposing if reckoned
by Palestine standards. In the lirst: place, the very fact, that
among ithe 80 delegates there ware. no lewer, than 25 represen-
tatives of Arab workers, who followed the proceedings with
intense iinterest and themselves held : certain speeches, was an
irrefutable demonstration in rcontradiction of the stalements ol
the Histadruth leaders in regard {o the “immaturity” and ‘back-
wardness” of the Arab working masses.

_Alt. the same time, unmistakable  prool was given before
tlie very eves of the working public, who followed. the congress
with. the heartiest sympathies, that the solidarity and  frater-
nisation. of the class-consdious workers. is no empty boast, despite
the systematic agifation of the British imperialists, the Zionist
bourgeocisie, the Jewish social chauvinists, and certain reactio-
nary Arabs. Here Arab railwaymen were to be seen. in perfect
harmony with Jewish workers from the working seitlements
in. the Jesreel valley, founded only yesterday by the Zionist
organisalions with the infention, that they should serve as Jewish
strangholds directed against the native Arabs.

Special importance, attaches to the protest voiced against
the expulsion and boycotting tactics employed by. the Histadruth
against: class-conscious workers. The re-aduiission of, the “Wer-
.kers Fraction” (a section of the R. I. L. U.) in the Histadruth
was, demanded, while the attempts of the .Zionist leaders of
the Histadruth, to coerce revelutionary workers. by starvation
(expulsion frcm the working premises); the refusal of medigal
aid for ithe seriously sick, -and. social ostracism, into abandoning
their ;anii-Zionist and anti-reformist campaign, were, indignantly
repudiated. :

.The despatch ol a series of messages to the R. L L. U, the
British miners, and the Anglo-Russian Cominittee, and a protest
against the persecution of class-conscious; workers by the British
Government, closed the first labour-unily -congress held in Pa-
lestine, an even!t which; hand in hand with the renewed advance
of the labour movement in Egypt and the serious beginnings ol
trade-union organisation in Syria, constitutes 2 milestone in the
development of the labour miovement in the Near East.

GNION OF SOVIET REPUBLICS.

The 7th Trade Union Congress of the
Soviet Union
By L. F. Winow.

The period between the 4th and 7th Trade-Union Congress,
which latter has just been held, was a period of rapid growth
of"ali the economic forces of the Soviet Union. This economic
growth and the successes on the front of Socialistic development
was accompanied by similar growth of, the bearer of socialistic
development, namely, the class of the proletariat and. its class
organisations, the Trade-Unions.

Since the last Trade-Union Congress the number of trade-
union members had grown by 2,250,000 and now amounts to
nearly 9,500,000.'It was, therefore, not without reason that Cook
called  the Congress the biggest trade-union congress that he
had ever seen in the world.

' _The enlisting of this huge army of proletarians in the figh-
ting lines of the organised workers of the Soviet Union is one
of the most important factors as well as one.of the most
characteristic symptoms of that industrialisation = which the
proletarian power is executing on its path towards socialism.

Not only is the numerical strength of the organised, prole-
tariat of the Soviet Union on the increase, great improvement
is also manifest in the level ol working capacity and culture of
tiie trade-union members. The almost. two-million, active trade-
union functionaries, all of them occupied in leading positions,
even though some of them may have very limited spheres of
influence, are the guarantee of the true proletarian, of the
genuine trade-umion  Demoeracy, whose organisatory develop-
ment has been one of the chief tasks of the Trade-Union
Congress. It is only by attracting ever widening strata of the
working class to genuine ‘leadership and organising. work that
it 'is 'possible to tulfil the two inseparable major, tasks of the
trade unions tasks which under the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat do not constitute a contrast but are supplementary. tc
oné' another; ‘the combining. of the interests of economic con-
struction, of the development of Socialism, in other words of the
commion’ interests of the working class as a whole, with the
material and other daily ‘interesis of the individual worker.
Trae promotion ol socialist construction through the working
class, ithe finding of the proper relation in the distribution of
the mational income, is mnot 'possible “by onder of any high
comimand”; it is possible only provided that the working class
itself takes “an active part in the solution of these tasks in full
consciousness of the leading role which it is playing.

A 'considerable portion of the work of the Congress was
devoted to the developmen't of the organisatory forms of popular
participation:' ‘development of conferences of production, pro-
motion and control of measures of thrift by the masses of the
trade-union' members (which isy ‘at' ‘the samie time, the best
guarantee that these measures’shall’ not ‘be detrimental to, but
beneficial to, the ‘interests ©of the workers), creation of new
orgaris for bringing the masses' into closer comtact with economic
construction, for example, the workers’ control commissions,

Equally important are the decisions "arrived at by the
Congress in connection with the question of wage policy. The
increase of wages in recent years has been just as rapid as
that of ‘economic life in gerferal. =

. Further growth; naturally — in consonance with the chan-
ged rate of growth in production during the fréesh. period of
construction — cannot, possibly occur at the tremeundous pace
as has been maintained in recent years; but a steady gradual
increase in real wages in conjunction with the raising of labour
productivity is an inseparable porfion of socialist construction.
THe ' economic. plans of ‘the Soviet institutions reckon, under
conservative estimate, for the next few years on_an average
real-wage increase of 5% to 8%, per year, and express the
conviction that the Soviet worker in the year 1931 will be in
receipt of one and a halt times his real pre-war wage.

1t was the task of the Trade;Union Congress to divert info
proper channels this growth ol wages corresponding to eco-
nemic -development. Centralisation, and systematic. working up
of the tariff policy, is; the imporiant slogan of the Trade-Union
Congress, in this regard. In the stage of industrialisation which
has now begun the wage policy; of the trade unions must, on
the one hand, be made more compatible with the general plan
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of economic deleopment, although this by no means signifies
a central or even State determination of wage rates, but merely
central guiding 'lines for the wage policy, and within these
lines ithe individual trade union will be leit sufficient play for
the exercise of initiative. On the other hand, the present level
of real wages 'in the Seviet Union, which is already somewhat
higher than that of pre-war days, permits approach to the
important task: the reduction' of the disparity between the
wages of qualified workers and those ‘unskilled labourers, on
the one hand, and, on ithe other, between the various categories
of occupations. Therefore the  directive of the Congress in the
matter of wage policy to cover- the next period is: stabilisation
of wagerrates at their present level in the best paid categories,
together with advancement of the real wages obtaining for low-
paid categories.

Regarding the cultural and educational work of the trade
unions, the Congress recorded a positively gigantic step for-
ward. The cultural requirements of the organised workers have
increased at an extremely rapid pace, corresponding ‘to the
improvement iin their :material position. Since the last Trade
Union Congress the number of workers’ ~clubs = has doubled,
while that of the subscribers to workers’ libraries has increased
fivefold. (It has gone up from 420,000 to 2,250,000!) The Congress
assumed the task of devising the necessary organisatory meastires
to satisfy these growing requirements = (augmentation of the
number and better exploitation of the existing clubs, creation
of really popular Press organs for the! culturally backward
strata, greater inducement for workers occupied outside the big
concerns, domestic servants ete. to .interest themselves in cul-
tural and educative work. .

The fight of the Soviet trade unions for International Trade
Union Unity and, in particular, for the fraternisation of the
English and Russian proletariat occupied @ prominent place at
the Trade Union Congress. The General Council of the British
Trade Union Congress, it is true, endeavoured to sabotage the
iraternisation of the proletarians of the two countries by refu-
sing to_send a delegation to the Congress. But the fact that the
Miners’ Federation and the British Minority Movement were
represented, and especially the fact that Cook considered it
necessary to submit to the Congress, in the name of. the miners,
an extensive report of the fight put up by the British miners,
show that the sabotage perpetrated by the Reformist leaders is
no longer ‘likely to sever the alliance, based itpon concrete
militant support, which exists. between the proletariats of the
two countries.

THE WHITE TERROR

Against the Bulgarian White Terror!

To all Workers and Peasants.

The former Bulgarian Gevernment with Zankefif at its head,
murdered more than. 20,000, proletarians and agricultural la-
bourers with the direct support of Italian Fascism, of English
Imperialism, and of the sections of the Second International; it
threw as many as 6000 workers, who refused to submit without
resistance to the regime of force; blood ' and robbery, into the
stone coffins of its ghastly pnisons and forced 2000 political
emigrants to flee across the frontiers, of Bulgaria, thus, by its
ruthless and cruel measures smoothing the way for Lyaptcheifs
Government, which is no less bloodthirsty and: criminal.  This
government is using all its power, to continue the work begun
by the Zankoft Government.

Since August of this year, Bulgaria has-again been passing
through such days of fearful anxiety as it did during the:days
of terror in April 1925. The Goverumeni is {errorising the
people under the pretext of “discovering” a new  “conspiracy”.

In the districts of Trojans and Lovetch.alone about 200
peasants and workers were murdered. Their mutilated corpses
were raled up by stray dogs from the general graves which
are distributed all over the disfriat -of Trojans.

About 500 workers, peasants, young people and women
have been arrested since September of:the current year, and
arrests'are still daking place up to. the present, day.

Many of fthese defenceless victims, who are most crueily
tontured in fthe prisons where they are kept under arrest, resort
to' suicide as the only way tfo escape these inhuman tontures.
Others sicenmb on ‘'he mack under the ill-treatments and forments
to which they are subjected.

Thus for instance a 19 year old worker was tontured: to
death in the prison at Varna, further an 18 year old schoolboy
called D. j. lotey in the Shuma prison by :agents of the searet
police in Plevna, a teacher called Michailov and a peasant
called K. Jordanov by the secret police in {Burgas, a ‘worker
called Chadchitch in Plodiv.Samokovliev -and  others were mur-
dered in the same way in Nova-Zagora and Radomir. To escape
from the fortures of ithe ;secret. police, inSeofia, K. Dudov; a
young worker, threw himsell out of a fourth floor window and
died ‘as ‘the result, a young teacher, B. Pirdopski hanged himseli
in ‘the premises of the secret police .in Vracham, and-in the
premises of the secret police at Solia.a pedagogue and writer,
formerly head-master of a grammar-school and editor of the
newspaper “Novini” twice attempted to commit suicide.

By ‘way to revenge for its lailure at ithe last eleation, the
Liapchev Government murdered K. Jodorov, the President of
the" Agricultural Organisation in a most .cruel manner on the
premises of the secret police of Sofia and threw his corpse
info'{he street during the night.

Many hundreds of such evenfs have occured since August
of last ‘year. <

The “following persons have been. cruelly ill-treated for
having received support from the Red Aid: Nadja Traikova,
widow of J. Dimitrov, Secretary of the Bulgarian Trade Unions,
who had been murdered by the Fascists, K. Dimova and many
other ‘womien in ‘Sofia, Sliven and other towns.

Collaborators of the independent trade wunions are being
arrested and ill-treated. In  Jambol and  Stara Zagora several
persons were murdered by “unknown persons’, the. so-called
“irresponsible ‘elements”, for having taken part in ithe distri-
bution of the legal trade union paper “Jedinstwo”. Many. others
who took part in the labour movemeni were sentenced to death
by ithe 'same persons.

Between January of last year to the present .day, death
sentences ‘were pronounced on more than 060 persons by the
appanatus of class "jusiice and wholesale trials are nowadays
being artificially arranged concerning hundreds and thousands
of workers, 'peasants, ‘juveniles and. woimen, . against whom
accusations have been made. .

; With chains and tortures, with fire and shedding of blood,
the ‘ruling clique “of Bulgaria has deprived the couniry of all
rights and reduced 'it-to a condition of enslavement.

The Executive Commiittee of ‘the International Red Aid: issues
a proclamation to the workers'of the whole world calling upon
them to emphasise by their deeds itheir protest. against these
murders, these miediaeval tortures, of which the Liapchev: Go-
vernment has made a system for {the subjugation of the country.

Down with tortures and executions!

.. Long lie the freedom to organise help for the victims of
the White Terror!

Long live the unconditional general amuesty!

Dewn with the law for ‘“ensuring the safety of the State”!

Long live the solidarity of the workers of the whole world!

The Executive Committee of the
International Red Aid.

Frustrate the Repetition of a Tatar-Bunar
Act-of Revenge in Poland!

Workers of All Countries!

In' the centre of 'West Ukraine, in Wladimir-Wolynsk, a
wholesale trial of Ukranian workers and peasants is ;going on.

Under the accusation of their having organised divisions of
msurgents in order tol prepare for the separation of Wolhynia
from: Peland, 151 persons, ‘including a whole number  of mem-
bers of the Communist Party of West Ukraine, have been dragged
on: to 'the accused ‘bench.

There is only ome provocation trial in the history of the
last few years which 'can be compared with that which is now
going ‘on in ‘Wolhynia' — that is the trial of the peasants: of
Tatar-Buna in 1925 in'Kishinev, that ill-famed centre for pogroms.
At ithat time, the Roumanian oligarchy staged in exactly the
same ‘way a legal farce against the peasants of Tatar-Bunar as
an epilogue to the deeds of violence against the population of the
oceupied’ district of Northern' Bessarabia.

The Pilsudsky Government, stained with the blood of the
unemployed 'who 'had ' been shot down in Gcestynin, Saverze
and other places, then threw itself with special cruelty on -the
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population of West Ukraine and White Russia. Under this go-
vernment, a wave of intensified reprisals has swept far and
wide over the whole country against the national movement
for freedom. It is'this government, under which the arbitrary
rule of the authorities in West Ukraine and White' Russia has
reached unheard-of ‘dimensions and under which the prison re-
gime has assumed such a form that fresh cries for help reach
us daily from the mouths of hundreds of political prisoners in
vilna, Luck, Lemberg and Bialostock.

The atmosphere of the wild terror of the Fascist dictatorship
has created such tension that there is constant fermentation in
the deepest depths of the Ukrainian and White Russian popula-
tion: and that there s ‘growing discontent which borders. on
despair.

At this moment, the dictatorship is resorting to the well-tried
methods of the Czarist satraps. This method is that of provoca-
tion and of dealing with the “instigators” by severe sentences
of imprisonment.  The elementary protest of a population num-
bering millions' against the unbearable system of government is
denounced 2s an organisation of terrorist bands by “Bolshevist
agents”. '‘Hundreds of peasants are arrested at random in the
villages and settlements as the “guilty parties”. The apparatus for
the defence is mobilising agents and paid provocative agents as
witnesses. Those arrested are compelled, through ill-treatment
and torture, to sign falsified statements.

Workers and peasants! Workers and intellectuals of the
whole world! |

The English delegation. of wcrkers and two of the best-
known French authors of France, Duhamel and Chenvier, have
had the opportunity of convincing themselves by personal ob-
servation that black reaction prevails in the country of Pilsudsky.

You have repeatedly raised your voice in protest against
the White Terror in Poland. In answer to the demand for a
political amnesty on the part of the broadest masses of workers
in'Poland ‘and in the whole world, the Fascist Pilsudski Govern-
ment is ‘only intensifying its terror and heaping new deeds of
violence ‘'on ‘its old ones,

A few days ago, in the Seim, Deputies Ballin and Skripa
threw the blood-stained shirts of the representatives of the na-
tional minorities who had been half beaten to death, into the
faces of the Government representatives. This blood, which is
still iresh, cries out to the whole of civilised mankind!

Prevent the Polish landowners and capitalists repeating a
Tatar-Bunar act of revenge against the 151 Ukrainian workers
and peasants!

For the release of all political prisoners in Poland!

. Unite, all of you, in a fight against the regime of the Fascist
dictatorship of the Pilsudski Geovernment!
The Executive Committee of the-
International Red Aid.

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

The American Communist Party’s
Penetration into the Unions.
A. G. Bosse (Moscow).

The May, Plenum of the Central Committee of the Workers
(Communist) Party unanimously passed a resolution on Trade
Union work, and the November Plenum passed a somewhat
similar resolution, but more detailed and based upon' the ex-
perienices of the previous months in Trade Union work.

The Party’s penetration into the unions may be grouped
under four headings: Penstration of A.F. of L. unions; o?ga‘n'isa-
tion of the unorganised; participation in the leadership of mass
strikes; ‘and the winning over of important new elements among
the leadership and rank and file of syndicalist, socialist, and
progjr‘essw‘e@tratgle unionists. ;

; ts penetration into A. F. of L. unions is shown by th

in the Miners’ Union, its leadership of the Furriers’ ‘erntd eL\;g;l;
Qamyanft Workers’ ‘strikes, its work in the Passaic Textile strike
and its work among the New York Transportation workers. The
work in the "Miners’ ‘Union will be taken as an example; this
is the ‘most important single union of the A. F. of L. and has
the most reactionary leadership -in the country. Here the Party
broke Ih‘f,: back of the expulsion policy, .and is now working in
a broad feft wing from the Communists tor the progressive and
opposition elements in the union. The policy, the Party had put

torth, expressed so well the needs of the situation that the pro-
gressive bloc has followed it, This policy is expressed in the
election campaign against the bureaucracy by the slogan: “Save
the Union”. A new progressive miners’ paper is being issued
with the support of the Party, and as a result of the fine work
of the shop nuclei and shop papers, several important union
leaders have come very . close to the Party and a majority of
the rank and file have been won over to the progressive policy.

In the work of organising the unorganised the Party has
done and is doing good work -in Passaic, among the Auto,
Rubber, Steel, Electrical and Urban transportation workers. The
Passaic strike will illustrate best the work done in this field:
The Passaic textile- situation was very complicated, since there
are sixteen unions in the field, and the situation among’these
workers ‘was so bad that no union would dare touch it. The
Party began with a small shop nucleus which had been sem
into the mills, and organised a few mill committees. A pre-
mature strike was held up until conditions were ripe. Despite
the united front of the Coolidge administration, the New Jersey

enators, the State and City governments, the Mill owners, the
A. F. of L. and State Federation of Labour, the strike of 16,000
of the most ' miszrably exploited workers in the country was
called. The Party openly directed it and has thus far organised
12,000 workers into the A. F. of L. textile union. Its strike
strategy was unique, going from the use of gas masks, armoured
cars, and waeroplanes against the police attacks with tear gas,
high-powered water hose and clubbings, to the use of Senmators
of ‘both parties on the tariff issue, and to divisions in the local
government, petty-bourgeoisie and church.” A revolt of 16,000
workers in the Amoskeag Woollen mills against their company
union, with the object of organising a real union and copbatting
wage cuts, has Party comrades actively participating in it.

In the auto industry we have twelve to fifteen of our forty
shop papers, with nuclei in most of the big plants. The resolu-
tion of the October A. F. of L. Convention to organise the auto
industry was greatly ‘influenced by the Party’s work. This in-
dustry is practically unorganised and together with the steel
industry is the heart of the open shop movement. In the rubber
industry the Party is in the midst of the work of organising
the 52,000 rubber workers in Akron, Ohio, where 75 to 80%
of the rubber industry centres. An illegal union is already in
extistence, with about 6,000 organised, a paper is being published,
and a strike in the near future is likely. Here we have a number
of nuclei and three shop papers. In the steel industry a company
union in the Bethlehem plant is being converted by our nucleus
into “the beginnings of a real union. Here, as in a few other
steel plants, our shop nuclei rand factory papers are the heart
of the Party’s work.

The Party’s participation in strike leadership has been very
suocessful in the strike of 12,000 furriers, 40,000 garment workers,
Passaic, cleaners and dyers, transportation workers, miners, etc.
The Party has openly led the garment workers strike and has
won the 40-hour week, wage increases and better working con-
ditions, again despite a united front of employers, reactionary
socialists and latour bureaucrats, and the violence of the police
and courts. The union leadership in New York and in Chicago,
the major sections of the union, are openly controlled by Com-
munists. The furriers had won the same demands, also openly
led by the Party, and as a result the 40-hour week became an issue
in the A. F. of L. Convention and throughout the country.

Many well-known syndicalists, socialists and trade union
officials have joined the Party as a result of its fine mass work
during the year. This is a straw in the wind showing what the
masses whom they represent are thinking. Many well-known
leaders of the workers have been drawn very close to the Party,
saveral of whom wish to join but are not permitted because
they are not yet ripe and can be more useful outside.

In conclusion we can say that the will-nigh complete isola-
tion in which the Party had been has nmow been broken. The
Party has become a real factor in the working class movement .
of the country as a result of its successes in trade union work.
It is true that organisationally ‘it has not kept pace with its new
influznce upon the masses of the workers, but this is a weakness
which is characteristic of the general Party work, and to which the
Party must now give a major portion of its efforts. An in-
dication of some by-products of this mass union work can be
seen in the great success of the Party school in New York which
has 800 students, and in the Sacco-Vanzetti relief work, in which
a half-million dollars was raised, and a million workers reachad
in the United States. )
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