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The (on'ference of the Four Powers.

By S. Yavorsky (Moscow).

We should indeed be hopelessly blind, if we failed to ob-
serve the extraordinary increase of ‘British diplomatic activity in
the last few weeks or failed to' estimate the impdértance and aims
of this activity as they ‘deserve. Tt is possible that we are now
on the eve of very far-reaching steps or decisions.

The ‘increasing vigour noticeable of late in the campaign
of the Conservative Party in Great Britain, which is striving
more eagerly than ever to characterise the organisation of the
Chinese revolution and its logical conmection with the Soviet
Union, must be described as an attack on the latter of more than
ordinary significance. It is not only the “Morning Post” that
now reneats daily that ‘“the real ememy of Great Britain is
neither the Chinese in general nor the Kuomintang, but Moscow”!
also the “Daily Telegraph”, which can generally be tristed ‘to
reproduce the at‘itude of the British Foreign Office fairly accu-
rately, is now, as we see by telegrams, violently attacking the
Soviet Government for the latter’s “open attempt to oust the
British from China”. In pretty much the same spirit, the ‘influ-
ential “Times” constan‘ly repeats that the key to the Chinese
problem is to be found at Moscow.

Under circumstances such' as these, the attempts of the
British diplomats to arrange at'léast a temporary settlement of
the relations between Great Britain and the Canton Governmient
and to avoid an open rupture, have necessarilv ‘assumed the
form of an endeavour no' to engage too deeply in’ Chinese
affairs, so as to preserve full freedom of action in Europe. The
unusual love of neace evinced by Great Britain in China is indegd
althogether in keeping with the energetic work of British diplo-
macy towards the creation of favourable premises for the reali-
sation of Chamberlain’s favourite idea, viz. that of forming'a

uniform anti-Soviet bloc out of the most prominent, European
Powers, with the small States bordering on Russia to act as
outposts.

To speak  ofthe work of British diplomacy in‘ths Baltic
countries, in Poland and Roumania, would mean repeating a series
of well-known - facts. 'One! need but - recognise - the substantial
success of this; work during the past year in the successful Fascist
revolutions in/ Poland -and : Lithuama. Nor is there’ a- lack:of
foundation- in:/the: statements made by the “Daily ‘Herald”; the
organ-of the British LLabour Party, in regard-to the preparations
for a similar upheaval in Latvia.

If in any of'the Baltic States a' Democratic pettylbourgeois
Government''still” iéels relatively safe, it is” only becatise ‘it can
count 'on’ the support of Framce, 'of which, indeed, it 'mzkes full
use in counter-acting the influence of ‘Great Britain on the Fascist
organisations.” The rivalry between ‘Great 'Brit&in atid Franc
hamipers thé-freédom of action of British diplomacy' like a 'déad
weight!”! t

So as. to Dbe, able to manoeuvre more. freely, Im»arialist
Great Britain' must  either disarm France and oust it from the
European diplomatic theatre, or else it must at amy cost com>
to, a femporary understanding with its French neighbour. Th»
rapprochement between Great Britain and Haly. the arbitratxon
treaty between Italy and Germany, the armed threat directed
by Italy against France, and the recent understanding ™= ween
Italy and Albania, which so effectually  showed Franc>s 1m-
notence in the Balkans, were all events which were dire-tlv or
indirectly aided and abetted by Great Britain and purporied to
convirice "France ‘of 'its complete incapability to compet> with



aJt
well

QGreat Britain in o
even in the most '8
m wythout
sufficiently el
on the subje

p&’l tlys

As ﬂle “

ration_can onl be
‘are couoerna i

Ger

cacrxfres on *he part of France and Great Bn‘ram the latter
could be sure of Italian co-operation in any Doss%y,Pr;@
Te.

A sty bebween: el Coveramens
bas wﬂ? bn?\ggm Eﬁg’éﬁlqhqm% ﬁg

combination in the near future. The case of Germ 1
tainly a liftle more complicated.

The new German imperialism energeticall 1‘ds thaj
iGermany be granted objects of colonial expl ‘?ﬁh%i&ﬁ' 'B?{f) {“th"e
kame (¢ rrmnandnperh\ans'lsun Thote, itolé intbrested ria 'the- que-
stiom cob niseging thesi Rotish! wedge'extracted from/ ot 1 of the
compact German territory. Without selrmus!w*hbk'mg‘ the loss of
its popularity, mo ‘German Governmefits a:in mgreefm anséttlement
with Poland, so long as East Prussna egi,,l Wiéh Jtest
iof Ge:inany b the Dalf,z idor. 'fl thefg
quvs“@ﬁlls“a MECESSATY [ﬁ'e‘m "fé?’ar’l5 plan di the i r?on
iof Germany in the bloc o be formed against the;Sovietilimion.
The diplomats of Grgat Britain_ thepefore - intend,. t tain bv
A new conferemce q\i/vﬁat Ehev wgiiﬁin?aﬁle oemutqth?(tmg at
ILocarno, and on this occasion/ therquestion “of d"!‘e&kﬁ'aﬁldn of
the ferritorial ointegrity '6f Germany gin sthe Fast would 'ieces-
sarllv have to be brought into mtlmate connectlon with the
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is qui fe obvious that Poland could only ‘be compe'lsated for the
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of a successful isolation of the Soviet Union by “Fasc'smcr”
fthe Baltic States and satisfying the national aspiratigns, oilgnr- I
many, it is still somewhat difficult to understand what compen-
sation it intends to offer to France for the latter’s support of
the Brifish ' plans. Ta all’ ‘co \}a‘b]% caié Frafice | would‘6nfy,
bé the omelto’payfor: 1hb’l sSes“ihcurred) “without ' Beirig” dble
‘to derive any advantage from the enterprise. A participatiofi’ in
Ithel sBourtPower, Qonferenie,  esbecially cif in'tharmorry| with the
plans ofuGreat Britain, dannot buttend! to sstrengthen theiposi-
tion: of bath: Haly: *and Gemwinyysandswill, stherefore,  Have/just
that résidt-which the [Fremch 'netioralists: mostfear. At/ the>same
ltime/ the: coloniak | aspifiations:noti thé iHaliam!dndn Germian | im-
iperialistsichn dnsthe miaindonly:ibe- satistied~ atithe cost!ofthe
colonial possessionshand imandates| ofs France., As'! regandsifinal
iresults, even supposing the antkSowietiplamssofiGreat: /Britain
to succeed, /the French, bourgeoisie could atibest be accorded
wvery' doubtful advantages; of . financial imature,; which, at, he. cost
of ja_ceriain degree of,complaisance nd igood will, could be
attained . even, mow. without |any  nartioular . saerifice.. ., 1\ -
. We apust, naturally, rotrallqwrlow*selves sfor be defuded . in
regard tq;the  feelings which the Erench bqum;emsam -enterfains
towards the Soviet Union, bu* we can well doubt wheﬂ'yprl at
the coming Four- Power Coanquve Francﬁ w11] act i in, fylb “har-
mony with Great Britain, At the same. time, Fr,anqe, is entering
1mon a_ reriod of serious, crlpm anfi Pro ablv pf 1grave, 1niemd
commlications. Under such ,cwoumst,anoes, ‘éf;‘pance will hardly

venture fo take part in an entes ich may resut in the
wost senqus rm?el:%ogs eth( s,ef) \%;;f.hon ‘th° 1nl1:c1v'*atlon
of France, f;pwgvgr, the ‘corf=rence. is doos failure in, ad-

1
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Germny, which could never. hg arrned V\ptl]puﬁ ’thc cqnsem of
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Tha dasks of the dp.zxﬂo*nacv o'i ﬂ'lP Sovnet Umop, n fhe .iace
of all these operations are perfecily clear, as are also the im-

21010 2 1intesaational, Rress (Domespondence : goiiiba raj

. nna‘sses is also L)art of the general- -progmm-oi«the

iofei 99 By R Palme Dutt (London)
€3 LR Rrd The essemi*aﬂ
stage is the problem ol mainfaining

1

Wed'ate ftasks ot rties iggthemmost important
rigs ¢ urQ ! paig “of the German
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roblem of Bntls'h Imperialism at the pres t
e unity of the Emmj
under British hegemony in the face of the dxsparate lendenqeb
poﬁ:r{d ifferent parts, consequent on independent capitalist deve-
“and the growing ecomomic and sirategical weakness
of the British centre. This problem takes difierent forms accor-
ding to-the character of the parts: im>the;case of /the conguéred
colonial races, where the control is direcily military amiaino-
cratic, 'and the local bourgeoisie weak, the principal menacel is
the .rizenace; ol -mass revolt; (in -the casejof thel emigrant \White
colonies,or Bominious, wWhere. therérissarstrong local bourgeoisic
with many ties with the Brfitish, the control is necessarilyniess
directyitakingthe -form: -of. altiance; | concessions ' of ~ autonomy,
financial domination etc., and the struggleiof interests takes more
subtle forms. The ImperialiConierence;s as: sthe. Conference -of
White exploiters, concerns. jitselfi:directly conly withithe problems
of the latter group;in.relation 40 the; subjeot; coioured nations,
constituting six sevenths, of the wholem{,'h . Britis! 1hand Domi-
nions bourgeoisie, mamxaun a umt front, as the sulgle{besauon
on colonial and mandates pro\hlems showed.
British hegemony over the White Dominions rests on
~——three—tactors:first, the-economic —supremacy of Britain as the
pnmmpal mdu,stnal workshop and customer of Dominions pro-

- 2 Britai e source
i ] t al supre-
macy o ntam as t‘e protector agawnst foreign attack and

maintainer of sea comimunications.
10 VFhé weakening c¢f British hegemony over thie Domintons
follows on the weakening of the above factors: the industrial
decling, financial inability to; maintain sullicient, supplies -of new
capital,; and, the, passing ; of ;naval supremacy, since Washington;
J Qn the | mva ion, o‘f a new Ua nd stronger candidate for these
ggﬁox;s in the; shape of the United States; and, third, om the
i

pendent dg‘ pment ‘of.the , qummqus towards .their, own
x,nd;l,tst.ry,l r ation ,otf ﬁap;taﬂ and, ﬁVGIl t.bew sown military
naval ;/

The, Wlwhon of ‘this s)matxan for (Brmsh Jmpemazlxsm would
dﬁ pend on, first, a, complefe| economic ; reorganisation ., of, the
mpire  in -accordange  with, new reahgxes ?d the | weakened
Pposition of Britain; .and, second, a closer . alliance,  with, the
colonial boui"geoxsm Such, a rg:orgmxsatlan is, hewever, beyond
fhe, powers, o{ British Cap:iahsm in decline; and both, these tasks
tome in conflict, with a thousand , dev Iopmg forces, both inside
and outside the, Emp:re which jmake their realisation ‘mpossible.
Hence the failure of the successive efforts at Empire development
and unification, . wwﬂ;uc}} ‘nevertheless _remains  the primcipal line
qipolicy of ;the British bourgeoisie (and coxrsequemtly of  the
rf‘iorqnst 1a.bour leaders who Iof low them), as the sgle, solution
of the economiic crisis.
In the 1923 Imperial Co'mierence the a‘ttemp; wias made to
achieve a simple- econgmic wnification, ;on,. the lines wof Imperial
Preference. ) This. polioy broke down on ithe .dlver»gent eCOnOMmIc
interests: = the  \Dominions,  while nominally granting Immperial
Preference; have. actually .raised their tarifis against both British
and other foreign goods; British manufacturing and. commercial
interests were not precaned to penalise, two. thirds of their trade
for. the sake of one third. The Baldwin Government, mtroduc'n"
the - programme of, fariffs, fell aj the General Election of 1023
and subsequent developments in this direction haye been on the
whole limited.
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The three years between 1923 and 1926 saw a - growth of
separatisin, as well  as of ;American, economic penetration of ‘the
Dominions.: This  separatism .gave rise to:acute political -pro-
blems; questions of. separate. diplomatic, representation, of'a
saparaie, loreign.  policy, ‘a constitutional sigrisis - in: Canadal
demangs for independence in South Ainica, repudiation of war
obligations by ail.the Dominioms, repudiation ¢l the Locarno
Pact. | |, ! Ny 1 ilog

Th:: 1920  Imperial Gonference jwas principally iconcerned
with this  political crisis. When the Imperialists 'speak of the
Conference as a, “success”, they mean 'that the immediate acute
points of this political crisis pwere successhully saced — or evaded
— without ja break-up. 'The character 1ol such a  claim as @
“sucessss’’.sufficiently, reveals the delicacy -of the situation.: ‘

. The political document dn which: the constitutional agreemeant

is registered exists in, the Report.on Inter-lmperial Reiations!
This Repout,; which as - the. principal ipublic/-document of°the
Conference, s nominally acharacter of (Dominions autonomyy
proclaiming their {ullest, independence and equality iwith Britain.
A closer examipation will show that this appearance iis deceitiul,
and that while the ;document, concedes, molcright to the Domi-
nions ‘that they. have not alveady won, in. practice;-its draiting s
cunningly devised: to Strengthen — -so far as constitutional form
gozs. — and reaifirm British hegeniony. In this sense ‘the Report
. on Infer-Imperial, Relations is a, diplomatic victory of the-Britisi
bourgeoisie. 5 q

The Report defines the mutual relations of; Britain jand the

Domirfons ds that of = ey f wah
S Santoncmous comifiunities, within the British Empire, equal
in“status, in 'noway subordinate one_ teanother, in.iany
aspect of their domestic or external afiairs, though umited
by -a/'common allegiance o the' Crown, 'znd freely associated
as/mambers' of-the British" Commonwealth ‘of Nations”,

In''this magic’ formuéd, alréady, the dog lies buried. The
Domiiofts “are solemmly 'frésd of “all allegiance to the British
Goveérnmént; instead, 'they only owe “allegiance to ihe Crown”
i. %! the British King. Who 'isthe British King? As, everyone
kniows, the’paid servant 'of the British Government, Throughout
the! dotumant, relations’ to- the British Governmeni are subsiituted
by irelations ‘'to the British King. By this mnez2us as the Kingis
suppossd’to Be “non-party” etc., the constitutional instrument of
British control “in #ime ‘of ‘crisis, e. g. in case of war, is strengs
thensd. 'As “Augur”, the Foreign Oftice spokesman in the Fort-
nightly’ Review, remarks ‘with ‘cynical satisfaction, no one sugge-
sted that the 'Civil ‘List (the King’s pay) should come from any
one'lbit '{he British Govermment. 1 ‘

But’ 'the Brifish hecemony | is in fact more explicitly . laid
down ' in 'the Report. " For after the formula of ireedom . and
equality comes the limitation:
or ““but 'the principles, of equality and similanity, appropriate

to status, do mot universally extend to function”;,
and’ this’ lmifation s made more explicit in the sentence which
“Augur” acclaims as' the fcrown” of the Reports i

“Fu; the -sphere ©f foreign policy as in the sphere of
. defence  the, major, responsibility rests 'now and must for
some time  continue {o rest ' with His “Majesty’s: 'Govt in

Britain”. , LER

Thus: in: the 'sphere ' of - foreign policy "and war, which is

precisely the principal political question facing 'Britain and the

Dominions, the effective hegemonyi ofoBritain is’ maintained, while
at the ssme time: the Dominions retain their right of repudiating
speeific ‘oligntions such as Locarno. What is the consequence in

case' ©f ;war? “The King” cannot be at war and not at war at

once, at war in respect of, say, England “and Australia, and not

at war in respect of Canada and South 'Africa. The Empire nust,

go to war as a whole or break up. This ‘crisis remains unsolved;

but, ‘the British bourgeciisie undoubtedly hdope to solve it in the’

moment of crisis by their effective hegemony in the manoeuvrings

leadipg, up to-a war crisis, and by the appeal of loyalty to the”

King =t :

Wht results the Conference ‘actually reached in respect of
foreign policy and war, and the preéparations for the next war, it
is mot nossible to -say. as/the whole of these proceedings and
decisions, constituting the most impottant part of the Conference,
remain, secret. ‘The whole of Chamberlain’s speech on foreign
nolicvyvas. also the speeches ‘of the Military, Naval and Air
Chiefs, andisubsequent discissionts 'remain 'Secret. In 1923 the
major- mortion iof . Curzon’s' speech was nublished. In the 1911
Imrerial Conference, Grey’s famous speech to the Colonial Pre-

miers, outlining the inner poliey of the Entente, was kept eniirely
secret. Thus 1926 returns to the position of 1911. The increasing
secrecy, as ‘also the heavy stress placed ofl questions of arma-
ments, and the carefully staged and ‘imposing military, naval and
air “displays, all bear witness to the imcreasing, imminence and
argency of ‘'war conditions. Whether any secre(.understandings
or 'commitments between the respective Governments were rea-
chedat this Conference can only be matter of surmiise at present.

Certainly 4t is’essential that the working class forces both
in Brifain and ‘the Dominions should conduct the most aciive
campaign against ‘secret commitments for the next war reachey
as a result of the Conference, as well as demand comgiete publi-
tity of the whole proceedings. In  Australia leli wing working
class propaganda has actively taken up this question. In Britain
the' servile Labour Party leaders have not even challenged the
secrecy of the 'pr‘oceedings, thus affording a true measure of their,
concern for “democracy” in the most, vital issues, of, war, peace
and “governing ' policy, affecting directly one quarter oithe
human race. ) :  Thee i I ul

"Whatever diplomatic victories, however, the British bour-
geoisie ‘may 'have secired with the aid of their superior experi-
ence 'and manoeuvring ability, an examination of the realities
of the position' will show that none of these have changed; and
that the actual gulf between the interests and policy of the Do-
minions and Britain remains unbridged., Even,. in respect of
foreign _policy, all the tangible results, in regard to;the most
acute questions, are negative. ‘ ni | imshe

Thus on Locarno the Domjnigns ‘congratulate” the British
Govt onthe work achieved, but show no.signs, of accepting.any
of 'the responsibilities theniselves; on the contrary, by the very
¢haracter of this “congratulation”, they, ostentatiously mark the
Pact as a sole concern of the British Government: 1

In the same way, on Singapore, Australia and New Zealand
“note with special interest” the work done towards developing
a Naval' Base, but regret their inability to shoulder ashare of
the “heavy expense”. : I {2

Still more conspicuous is this posilion on armaments expe-=
diture. According to an_oifficial statement in March, 1920, the
naval - expenditure per head amoynied, in Britain. tor 20/~ in
Australia to, 13/—, w0 New, Zealand to8/,iin Seuth Affirica to 1/9,
and in Ganada to, 15 cents;or 7\ />d; — a fairly iacourate scale:of
vaiues. The Report on, Delence, notes withi “regret” the failure
of schemes of armaments linitation, jand registers the fformidatle
¢xpenditure” neces$ary for maval development. But: mo proposal
is made to <hare out .this, formidable -expenditure; o) T

Finally with regard o, diplomatic representation, the existing
semarate - representatives of Canada .and lreland aty Washingtow
are confinmed, and the right to appoint cthers recognised, while
the ‘cnly limitation is a pious wish, that it ds.‘Very desinable
that the existing diplomatic channels should continue tobe used™:
On this the American government organ, the Washington Post,
hzs immediately drawn the jmoral; | ool .

"16The United States miust deal separately hereaiter with
the nations -ef ‘the British Commonweslth.” [OI2EVE

If thel ‘gulf is thus visible even ,in questions .of diplomaey.
and 'waiy it is ‘abundantly more, visible in  the underlying eco+
nortic “questions. Here ‘the Conference made no, attempi to tonsch:
the 'posiition. There 'was no Imperial Economic Conierence as in
1923! In/'the sessions devoted to eccmomic questions, the gloomy
facts of increasing ecomomic disassocialion were set out, but no
solution-was' proposed. The British. Government representatives:
endeavoured to put on an optimistic tone, and boasted that
British trade-with the Empire had risen' in pronortion to total trade
from 37% before 'the war to 44% “in 1925, and that the total
value of exnorts to the Empire in the same period had risen to
48%. But the boast was obviously hollow as the Dominions
representatives lost no time in vpointing out; for the increase in
nominal value of 48% (actually. allowing for the change in
money values, equivalent fo a' stationary or even declining tofal)
was outstripped by ‘the United States fncrease of exports fo
the. Empire in the same meriod by 108%; while finally in the
ﬁglinlres of Dominions trade the British proportion was dimi-
nishing. )

A Liberal observer of the school of Lloyd George, McCurdy
in ‘the Contemnorary Review, has remarked, as the most stri-
king feature of the Conference, the fisct that for the first time the
Dominions renresentatives - anmeared 'as mublic critics” of the
economic stohilitv of Britain. To this it mioht be'added that the
commarison to Britain’s disfavour was almost invariablv with
the United States. The significance of this needs no stressing.
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On the crucial, guestion.of migration, ol degisive Jmpostasice
alike for unempldgment in’ Britain unger, capitaiist conditions
aid for the British development g{ Jhe Dominions,, no, progress
was T’eﬁdffé)d;f nor. %O’Peis"%"vﬂ‘ bout, e ol Lo eno
= The tesulis of mpire Se‘gﬂimelgi Acm of. 1992, -already
dedlared ‘at ihe 1623 ;_&mfelrre' - ‘QpcomypansuTae Wit ﬂ,t‘h.gu,g.g%g)a
of ‘the’ situxtion”, sdwed pio. improvearent;, 30,000 in, 1923,40,000
in 1924, 300011 1655 i ot D fertitory of the Dohinyons
representing one’ sev ‘the , globs! Nevertheless thg 1920
Report Helognise” that S . for, “nigss,; '

ok, A QWPQK o
ments” of ‘migration, in view, an i
of/‘the” Briitish- population dn|
minions: Here; too, 1§’ sy far ‘deddto _
eapitilist décéloprtent'of thé Emipire. =~
S view 'of “this Whole situation, What Js thig, “unify”) w
the British' diid "Dominiors bourgtoisie hiave proclaimed o, the
woilld?’ To answer this question, it is dgcessary, to dillersntiate
the Sjtuation in the mrain Daminions, as the, Dominions are not
@& unity. : V R

In Canaga non-British influence. are stromgest. H::fe l{i}iiii‘ed

i
atly

& Wignigy”! which

States itfluence”is  already iprédomidant, 'as ‘shown in the recent
eléction, “and in the figurés o nstridl “holdings . agd, trade.

Canada’ cold ndt partidipate” in-‘any war against the fl;J}n\.x,t-e;d’
States: “Biat “ Brifish mfhueiice "is still strong, . especially _in the
Basteril’ States, it landi&iding, railrodds and bamking, The Ca-
saidian - Bourgeoisie wotdd mot wish any stdden break’, with
Brtitain; althoudl Searfidl -6f any external commitarenits. or epian-
glements, and insisting on their own dndependence of : action.
‘Thus Canadidn'participation in the Empire rémairs a passive one,
reftesing a%v ‘o gations, but avoiding a sharp. biréak. In pragiicz
Camada 'is'alréady” half ‘oufside the Empire, but the position
awaile aicrisis ‘te be brought oy v ‘

In South Africa, on the other hand, wiére British influence
has - Beén financially strong, Buf tacking ahy. broad basis, being
limked wup*- with the Rand Hpancial oiijgvémhy agdinst bo
Boer farmers and ‘the’ cdlouréd four fifths of the popiil
change in the situstion has brought an actual increase! in,
periphist influence. The Boer Natiomalists, represented by Herzog,
hdve ditised wanks with tie British.” This ‘undoubtedly” reflects the
growing. agitation and organisaticn ‘of the. coloured majority,
which' Itas manifested itself in'iniany ways ‘during the past two
years (notably during the Prinde of Wales visit, and {
protest against the Bloemfortein mas€acréy, '41d resulted
steady -weltken’ng 61 “the olid intramsigent Tepiiblicin polidy
the: Nationalists. This  process reached its “catmination at. the
Imperial Conference; Herzog publicly” &te "his words amid “the
jubilatiorr «of Ahe: Tmperidlists 'at'#he 'ond positive success ‘of the
Confierence’ the WiHites dloseit’ tanks, and a’ fusion of . parties
miay dollow. Here the “unity™ s simply the counter-revolutionary
widty of thesWhite exploiters dAgdinst the ‘coloured 80% of the
pamaationy who will ineévitably carry forward  the fight for
indetiemddpgoe to sictory. L0 o T T e

_ Finally in Anstralia_and, l\h’sﬁlealénd, British connections
dnd " financial’ corttrol are still iclose and: strong; .the American
invasion has only just begun; and the emti-Asiatic policy. mvalves
steateicdt’ dépetttiénge on ithe Beitish Nayvy. This js reflected :in
thesciuds presént alliance of ‘Britain, and . Australia, s shomm
ifoued role Mf’ﬂt‘uéé‘ at the ﬂ@n%ﬁéﬁxge, and jin fhe yeale.of. armia
meénts cortrifians. Bt Austialla has developed..a strong: indes
perdént bourgesi e ointed, out,. omer. half. the. total
Asstridfian (deibt 15 how held in Awstralia), and. is. begoming
a prificipal battlegitoimd Of British and American, influence, - -
, ;!)“a‘, -been. , vividly  shown- in < Brieels - vis >

0 Coglidge inimediately after the ImperialConference,’
¢ off of Wall Street. against ithe City of Lomion
& o, new capital, im.{he rapid  Amzrican ‘comtherciil
i, and inihe Visits.of the. American Navy-as fhe:sion
ngw protgction,; With the. tyawsterenice of thé centreéirot
v pﬁﬁ”};bhjigg )itp‘j,‘&le(“l’acﬁlc and ;the weakening:of London-as:a:
fingticiz! | cenfe, | Ausiralian oriemtation imevitable turms- imcrea--
S’?ﬁglv ¥ v.«.,p‘nﬁ‘ﬁi‘s‘t@“%'i vl e el et e
"o FOmming up . ke, situation, -the “unity¥olwhich' has “heen
~ “saved”” at the Imperial Conference represents an unstable

equlibrigmain which. he total of fortes s steadity ‘accumblbting
sgaiust Britsh. hegemeny -but iniwhich tHe v'arimﬁsz'ﬁwijm}-lﬁ‘oaﬁé;
geals, elements. of Jthe . different- slates: hang togdther s partly “én.
the basis,pi; delipite, common- interests; partly: f6e1lear ot ke’
cossequencepr of - disguption. - Qaly ja crisis’ Will 'show” fully” ‘the *
gty 377a. O forsc- P i
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British- and world sitifdtion.:’

... :The policy of the ‘British ‘bourgeoisie in 'the face’ot this
sifuation: is to. endeavour to- carry through a far reaching process
af Empire development or reorgamisatiof’ on cthe lites' ol ¥

propaganda -of- Mond. and gthers for: the | developriteiit of ‘fHe
FEmpire: as a ‘Isingle  economic unit’. This ¢onception rims like
a,sungle thread through: the whole homme; fofeign and findncial
palicy of the British. bourgeoisie inthe present period. Stieh 2
policy, however, can no longer be conducted on the old con:
teption; of the  development of Britain' as: the industrial| centre
ol ai¢ prigdominantly .gaw-meterialb<producing Efmipire. 1t s,
on, the: contramy, .#o build -on the new fact ‘of e *irdustrial
development of  thie * Domtinions, whd - to - endeavolir 66’ build up
the. naw: r economtic stoucture  of  the (Empire -on, 'thé” Bagis ol
the transference of industrial: developinent uidér Brifish fifgntial
oontrol de ‘the Dominions and lndia, ' leaving: Brifaift- to- more
highiy: | Spedialised, -~ secoridary aind  Jikuky indtistries, - I this
priocdss an be developerl on a ldrge scale, ‘thét the “niass mii-
gration”; of - the sumvertiployed in Britain 16 indiwtrial efaployriént
in the Domvinionis, still - bringing profit: to their masters, Becotites
possiblel; and- asnew basis would' Be reached. But this process
roquiies)ild serieyof iyears  of undigtiirbed “development, e{:ﬁﬁ
durimg this ~period-a farge scal¢’ Sindticing from- Londom, stich
asodn!iomly be: achieved - by -extracting enldrged: profits from the,
deotiningiBritish imdustry, that is; by driving down the Briish
weorkes: These factors giverthe key t0 Conservative policy 1h the
present period. ] ' L ST
<4 Will the British bourgeoisie 'Be" likbly to be able to succeed:
in this new line of policy of Empire development? The answer
to this question lies' in the’ whole character of the eXisting

‘The policy ot Empire development; comes into conflsct with
the central contradigtion that it depends on.the-enlarged financial
wnd capital-exporting power of Britain, just when that finamcia!
and capifalexportifig’ power is declining. . This decline inevi-
tably * coritinues with the horg nﬁ‘lﬂus"fr@@l:}d‘q@me;,,1whighg‘g:gpmi
be: ‘gglved ' with bagi‘taﬂirst,‘c_‘ ditions,, The atiempi:: to. Taise
nlarged profits ot of fhe dedliing industry . involves whole-
sale’ attacks om the workers, intensified class struggle and the
revolutionising of the British. workers. Af thg: same, ime,the.
idépbnident colonial bourgeojsie, 1,unt~‘r;ammgl<leg‘ by these com-
ploations, ‘develop more rapidly than. they can be controlled by:
Beitain finance. Finally the geat’ of worid economic:and finangiad:
potwer ‘rests with the United Stafes, wiich has, 3l the;advaptages
in thése respects’ and is effectively ;;dfgagmﬁ;gri'qg}?tox take: over: inlo
its'own Hands the developmienf otf:t“gp British Empire in-the new
period. From this_situation-a host, : i crisis; and; conflicts: may
arise; but "What i certain is  that ‘British. Capitalism has po
loniger the power to carfy out the developmenti-of the Empire.
under dts control, and the attemipt to do so will only hasten the

developmznt of the revohitiofr in-Britain, o
Neveriheless this policy mecessarily remains the grand. qb-
jéctive of the British bourgeoisie, and Imperialist, propagauda
will play a large and increasing part in the yeaf§'immediatety in
fromt,.mot ouly :from theiside: ot the "bourgesisie directly, but
within the Labour Movementi: The hmpetialist penetration of the
upper. strata .of : the -Lidbour ~Party, v/both: Right 4l ‘so-called
“Left” (the Clyde and Lansbury grours) is develofing with
iporeaging momentum - witness: she: “Forward™ campaigns for
Empige, development. in support of Ganvin; Batdwee' ete.; the'
growih;: of the  “British -Commonwealth -Group?:ih the 'Part:
liamentary Labourx, Party: o a -wjeeity ol ‘the!'mzmbership; ‘the
fsrindation, of 4hg: “Londpp Weeldy as - “nom-party” Emisird-
;s the editorship.-ofqa; prominént-Labour: mimbey,

eeldy under .,
%ﬁden, Guest,., with - the ;. cosoperation of -Amery;:’ Conservative’
olonial secuetary, andi gimwlar signs: $n-aBuhdance. This “deve:

lopment is inevitable. Reformismy, bankrupt at home through the'
eggnamic; decline, tuwps inoreasimgly: to: the rropaganda of "Eri-"
pifr;f;:‘,il‘l.l ons . ag, thg sele. alletnative o revotidiom. The Prova-
ganda, of simpenialism -goesthandi in hand with- the propaganda;

of ‘class peace.

... In consequence in,the son¥ing speriod it is' netessary in“Bri--
tain to, redouble .our. anti-imperiahist prepaganta, t6 ‘show -ths
hopeless . and . Husory . eharacter dor-the. British workers  of ‘the
schemes. of .Empire, developrent; to-:showy -the:'meaning of ' the’
developmient of Britzinias 2 mandsitis cemtre, 107show' the' cor-'
nection of Jnperialism amd 4he attackion-:hours and wages, to’
show .4he connection of (Imperialism With amnaments rand ' the’
next, war, and. in consequencel-ip:.shew: the duinity of interestst
of the ;whi,ig and ; coloured, workexs, antl peasamts; irf the Empirs!
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agamst the British and Dominions bourgeoisie and-in unity
with the international working class, and to show the line of
aevelopment of Britain, not as the decaying centre of the Empire,
tut along the line of the socialst revolution s part of the
United States of Socialist Europe and so eventuaily as an inte-
gral healthy part c'f world socialist ecolnomy

Y

The lmpenahstlc Oﬂ"enswe of the United
Statﬂs. P

‘By M. Ta‘nnn (Molscow)

The treaty with Panama, the intervention in Nncaragua ¢he
conflict with ;Mexico, the interference as chief arbitrator between
Peru and . Chili iin the question of Tacna-Arica, the allocation
of ‘enormious sums for the construction of ten cruisers, all these
are sections of a whole fromt -to which. the 1mper1a113m of the
United . States has how' resorted, and to: wh1ch thxe attenhom of
the whole world is directed.

The. . recently .-published . treaty which Was tforted upon
Panama completes the policy which has been pursued for years
and which aimed at.the: complete subjugation of this “indepeti-
dent Republic”, through whose  territory passes the - Canal,
which. is, one of the most imfportant. economic: and - political
points_in.the world. This treaty binds Pamama to declare War
o any country with. which the United: States ‘are at wat,
which:: case -the  territory -of ‘Papama:is to be put .a their dlS-
posal for marching. up troops, to hand over the islafid' of Man-
zanilla ‘which lies opposite the. Camal in:the Atlantic: Ocean, in
brief; - the' - treaty’ puts an emd tor ’the 1asi ‘Temnants. o'f Pammas
_mdetpeﬂdeme ‘ : TR '

The: intervention in the Remvublﬂc off Nlcaragua ’(he protper’(y
of the b:ankmg house of Brown, wihere it .is planned to ‘construct
a second frans-Ocean. canal, is a supplement to this volicy.

_ The conilict with Mexico is a further link in "vhis  chain.
As- pretext for ‘this oomﬂuct the United States bring up ‘ﬂle
interference of Mexico in the internal | affairs of Nncaragma the
dls;eg!ard of the rights of Ameérican prqpen y. owners and the
persecittion of Catholics who are citizens of the United States”..
In_this connection the, venal Press is carrying on a. fyrious- agi-
tation against Mexico and is, overwhelming it with, public threars. .

It dwws the conclusion that fresh, intervention or open war
against. Mexico should be prepared for.

What is at the bottom of r'hel;ge events? Af‘cordlng to re-
ceptly. published reports, the oamh ists of the United States hawe
invested 1195 million dollars .im Mexico,. have: taken -about 70‘7
of the petroleum fields into . their hands and; are “of course”;
striving to get possession of the whole country. .

O‘rvposed to. this is the growing national revo“utlonary
movement in Mexico, which is represented by the Calles Govern:
ment who, in splte of the. vacillation which 4is charagcteristic
of him as of all petty bourgaom revolutionaries, has resolved:
to - carrv out. though inya, restricted-form, the well-known
Article 27 of the Constitution of Mexico regarding ihe nationa-
lisation of the oil wells. Utider pressure from Whshington and’
London, the bill of nationalisatiom has 4aken the restricted form
that Iforelgners who own oil and other mineral concessions will
merely have .do- exchange them. for: contracts lasting -over. a
period of 50 years. The-last term for this exchange expired-
on ]anmafrv 1st 1927; but the wrgjority .of the .ownérs - ot com-
cessions from. the United States' refused. obviously st the in-
stigation of Washington, to submit to the new law and has
claimed protection from, in the fullest sense of the word, their
own Government. An extremely critical position has thus arisen.

The United States, by the blockade of the whole coast of
Nicaragua, are oxpenly challenging Mexico.

The situation is made still moté threatening by the em-
bittered campaign of the Catholics of the United States and of
all the reactionaries who symipathise with them on account of
the expulsion of the American ‘Archbishon from Mexico for
having agitated against the mensures of the Government with
the ohiject of fmally separating: Chtwrch and State.

Almost the whole bourgeois Ptess of the United States de-
votes whole pages to all kinds of vprinces of the Church, who
stand uvp in defence of their colleacues in Mexico and cline
with all their strength not to the celestial but to'.the terrestrial
wealth which the national®revolution wishes to take from them.

The closest connection exists between this malicious agita-
tion of the “victims” of the Mexican revolution in Mexico, the

Mexican counter-revolutionary ' agrarian unions (Smd'lcato de
Agricultores) and the oil capitalists and diplomats of the Umited
States. The driving force of this organism is the efforts of the
United States to put an end to the indepenidence of Mex:co and
the whole of Central and South America.

The “honest bargaining” in the above mientioned quesuon
of Tacna and Arica be$t characterises whese hanu(ermgs with
régard- to South America. A dispute about this province has
long raged between Chili and Peru, and the represe ntatwe of
the United States offered to act as me‘dlakor in the ca;paaty of
an “unprejudiced judge”. He, pronouncéd a Splomon’s judgment,
he decided that the territory in dispute should belong nejther
to' Peru nor Chili, but to Bolivia which thus gained acgess to
the sea. As, however, Bolivia has not enotigh money to buuld

a ‘harbour, it will appeal to the United S atE> for a loan. As
soon as this occurs,, the State quartmeu. of the United Syahp
will be in a posmon ‘through its bankers - as was the,. L8
with the 24 million dollar loan — to , put not only fing Qual
conditions, but political ones, This is ex! ‘remely important i
view of the obstinate compemtxon of Great Britain, which 15,
backing the company known s “Bolivia Concession. Ltd.)?; ac-
cording to reports published in the “Daily Telqgraph” oi )a-
nuary 1st 1027, this™ company is achtev ing, greal sucgass u;
scooping - in petroleum‘ gold, rubber, eotlog’ and wood. i e

This is how the links of the chain.pf the machinations ci
the Unifed States are joined in. Panama, Nicaragua,, Mexico and
Tacna-Arica, For such wide political schemies, armed forces are
necessary. For this reason the Pre*sxden}t .of ihe Commi s;onr for
Naval Affairs 'in, the Parliament, of, the ,United, States_has, pro-
posed 'a resohmon ‘for the constlucnon cf den, mow cruisers
which, together, with ithe’-other alloca,tlons demland di wilt re-
quire more than’ 600 million: dollars. This  plan,. whnch CCinr
cides \Wllh ¢ha lmperlahstlc aﬁacl« of the ‘United States .ip Central
Amerlca and part of which has already been passed, has arpused
tremendous indignation in dhe military. and naval circles: of
Great Britain, ;Japan and other, copntries. W ithout any exaggerd-:

“tion, it dan be ma.mtamed that, this, plan.will. produce a. feverish

increase ol armaments throughout vhe world, will be -one of
the -stages .on' the path towards armed comﬂ}dts in .the qmpe-
rialist camp, .
.~ The present rmpenahstlc attack: o‘i the Umted uates is above,
all connected with the fight for the virgin Continent:'of Latin
America. In its stormy advance towards ‘he Scuth, the United
States .meets with the counter-actiom:ci Mexico, which 18 re-
garded by the advanced elements. in all the other -countries: of
Latin' America as their ouipost ‘against the. giant in_the North,
and as their leader in agrarian reform and in the fight against
Catholic. reaction, closely aflied with the «class..ef large Tand-
owners, which plays a very m‘bortant part in-these ceuntries.
~The collision of these forces is complicated by rivalries in
the imperialist camip: -Although .Great Britain herself is iinteres-
ted: in the fight against the national revolutionary movement in
Mexico, she.cannoet admit of Mexico being turned .into -a base
for the extension of the influence of the United S‘ates to'the
whole: of Central and South . America. Japan, which: wreinlains
friendly relations with Mexico as the enemy of her enemies,"and
whith sends its emigrants and concessionaries to: Peru, Brazil
and other countries of South Amezica, is also! irverested. The:
threads of:the reviving German imserialism also extend to here
(the journey of a Mexican delegation to Berlin, Luther’s jcurney:
to Latin America, new oil transactions, plans for air Knes, etc.).
Even “the League of Nations has been set in motion, as Great
Britain wishes to use it-as a tool for benefiting: by the sremiber-
ship- of Nicaragua and Pansma in ‘the Lesoue of Natvons rn
order to frusttate the plans of ‘the United Stated: :
The altack of the imperialismi of the Uniled States on ’[hE'
South has thiis given rise to movemsnts and indignation among
the other imperialist Powers and ‘has filled the *atmowphere with
a belligerant spirit, which 1% p'etman’t w1th evxl

The lmperialists are Pfeparing for New -
Wars.
By J. Shi 1gur (Moscow) e

The Chlef Causes whlch Lead to New Wars

‘ Durmg the Great War
countries, endeavoured to produce

industry, in the mo»t, important
as large a quantity as possibly



International Press Cerrespondence

No. 7

142 -
ol arms,. munitions and_other material of war. There was a
considerable expansion of the apparatus for producing ‘material
for war purposés. ' . A S s
" In_mary countries industry workedi,dvur‘iug the first, years
after ‘the war at reconstructing the' war_ devastated areas and
at re-equipping the factories which had sufferéd seriously during
the 'years of war. The worn-out machines were replaced by new
and more efficient ones which were capable of producing more
goods-than the old machines. . .= . = e
" Furthermore, after the end of the war, the great majority
of the’factories, which up to that fime had beem working for
plrposes of war, were transformed so as fo work at the pro-
duction of atticles 0f general necessity and -of: new machines
for ‘iﬂdﬁi’s‘t)@g“ and agriculture. = - R
»+ "In"1890 the total working "cdpacity of the existing mechanical
sources. of power in’ the world amounted fo 66 million horse
power, in ‘1917 to' 200 million, but in 1923/24 t¢. about 300 miltion
(in addition,” motor "transport in 1924 'Had at’its disposal about
300 ‘miltion 'h. p, propelling force). = " o
i Cmi’sequentl%r,’,”the industry of all countries taken together
can produce d far larger duantity of goods in 1926 .than was
possible before the war. =~ = S o
© ‘The capitalists however meet with much greatér difficulties
‘as regards the disposal of their goods. The situation of the
working class has on the whole grown worse. In ‘the most
importarit European ‘countries, actual wages vary between 85
and 100% of ‘their ‘pre-war rate, while serious unemployment
has become a permanent normal phenomenon (5--6 "million
unemployed' are registeréd “in - Europe). ‘In’consequence of this,
the purthasing power of"thé working class in’its fotality has
greatly diminished as compared with’ pre-war times;”™ * " -
In ‘many. countries, the peasantry has not yet fully récovered
trom the sevete blows dealt it during the Wwar and ‘trom the
serious Adgrarian ‘crisis '0f 1920 "to, 1923/ ‘At “the’'same firhe,
the prices of: agricultural products, ‘although - they' “have' riSen
during ‘the 183t few years, ‘are still, as compared to the pricks
ofindustrial - goods, ‘distinctly - lower than “in* pré-war fifmes,
so that the purchasing power of the peasantry haé not yet reached
its pre-war level. - ' ‘ c AT
During the’ last few: years, we find on the whole, a ldck “of
harmony between the capacity of production in ‘the ‘industry
of ‘all countries taken together and the purchasing power of
the population. - ; P e
In consequence of the inadequate purchasing . power of ' the
populatibn.and of the monopoly which characterises the most
important branches of industry, we see that the apparatus 'of
production in almost all the leading countries is 1ot being
used to the tull e . : R ot b
.+ Thus, in the middle of 1926, the degree of employment in
the individual branches of.industry in the United States was as
tollowst: iiron and cast iron 58%;. steel 50 to 77%, textiles 50 to
80%. In Germany, heavy industry at:'preseni shows a’degree
of employment of 65%, the construction of.machinery :50%,
textile and potash industries 60 to 65%. The degree:-of employ«
ment in British industry is still dess. D T
.- ‘On the basis of the conditions described, & violent war of
competition for markets is raging between fhe bourgeois coun-
tries, so: as+to give thém:the possibility ol developing their
oapacity ol production to: the full. .. - ‘ : i
Everv capitalist country is trying-to snatch new ‘and favou-
able markets’for itseli’(colonies, backward countries;. capitalist
“endeavours to exploit the Soviet: Union etc.). As however the
-whole globe s dlready divided up between the various' States,
the conquest of new -markets can, only:take .place by depriving
other: States of their markets, which they. themselves nzed.. At
the same time, the fight for the export of capital and for sources.
of raw maferial is;growing more acute. . o
At the present time, a re-grouping of the imperialist Powers
is taking place on. the basis of the intensilication of conflicting
economic inferests, .and armaments are being prevared for fresh
imperialist wars. This also finds expression in_the purelv mili-
tary preparations for armed conflicts. with wb:ch we will now
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The Preparations of the Imperialist Countries of Europe and
the United States for, a New: Imperialist war.

The imperialist countries are continuing to arm. Thg oro-
gress of armariients in-those icountries «on- which no. restrictions
were laid by the Peace Treaty, is clearlv, demonstrated oy. the
following data.” T , . b

T

France, ltaly, Great Britain and the. United States ‘together:

SRR A e R 1013 1923 1926
Army Budgets in millions. of dollars . . . 933 1743 1768
Strength of the standing armies: in -

thousands . . ... . . ... ... . 1613 1681 1821
Number of military flying craft capable __

of action ...about . . . .- . . . 150 2400 3550

.;.:In - consequence of . the. period of  service - having  been
$hortened, a larger number of persons passes through the army
every year than was the cas¢ inpre-war times and in the first
years jollowing the war. Thus for instance in France, 150,000
men passed from. thé' army’itito’ the réderve in 1913, whereas
in .1926. 370,000 passed .over. Thanks #o¢'this’ circuftistance and
to.the widespread military draining outside the‘army, the number
of ‘those with silitary “training; who' can' be called “up, 'has
greatly- increased in the most important -countriies; and in ‘Somé
has reached a maximum (for instance:'in:France 80%, in"Great
Britain' about: 75%, in Czechoslovakia“85% of the 1&aY nurfber
fit for military service). L
...~ Altogether, - the leading European countries," with ‘the' except-
ion of ‘Germany, have :carried through the military training-of
their. reserves of human material:iand - the elaboration 'of the
questions .of mobilisation almost t6:the .limits of the attainable,
so- that -a further: increase -of their ‘military striking power: ir
this domain is hardly possible to any appréciable extent. >::i¢~
The military  striking - force of ithese cbuntries: is growing
and wil' . grow in proportion as the technical apparatus:of rwar
is- perfected, sand . chiefly through the .economic and . industrial
preparations for, war. The numerical strength of. the ‘mobilised
armies i$ at-present, and will: be in+the future, chiefly dependent
on the general economic development, and in the first place on
the capacity: of the, war industry 6f any. particular country or
of any group: of States. i « AR
In all countries, attention is chiefly devoted to-day to the
economic and industrial réadiness for wat. Special bodies are
being formed or have been formed for the milifary mobilisation
of industry, anid even'in this time of, peace industry is being pres
pared for a transformétion to the production of the requirements
ol war. . T B o ‘.
Thus for’ instance, the military and industrial capacity of
France has, thanks o these measures 4nd to the general economic
prosperity of the country, increased by 50 to 60% in comparison
with 1017/18, that of the United States by 30 to 50%. The mili-
tary and“industrial capacity of Taly, Czechoslovakia and Poland
has ’increased considerably; England ‘has remained ‘at about the
level of 1917/18." German”war ’iﬂnd'rustrfy hras ‘been destroyed to i
large: extent, but the general position’of German industry makes’

Lot eades b

‘it possible to transform production o' the manufacture of war

requirements, above all of chemical teans of Wwar, in the course
of a few months.’ Co R e ' '

Taken as' a whole, “the military striking-force of the leading
countries. is making rapid growth, and this growth is closely
connected with the economic and industrial development. =~ -
Preparations: for War in the Coungriés .on  the Patific Gcean.

The fight between the United States, Japan and Great Bri-
tain for tthe markets and sources of raw material, which' are
developing 1in the Far East (China), and for-supremacy in the
countries on the Pacific, is becoming more and moreé acute. The
growil of the conflicting interests finds exrression‘in the deve-

lopment of naval forces as well as ‘in other ways: R
‘ , United States Qrea;‘lBt"’i*Mn lapan_
o .. .7 (Naval Budgets i millions of dollars):
1905 .0 .. o.omt o etteL. o, 12
..-1913 : . 142 L2237, . a8
oy 1923/24 0 [ SRR 263" 11‘5
©1920/27 L L3230 a8y T 109
g ‘“‘“’Tb‘:f.al‘.At\p‘hn“éfgg of drui sers’ ..
.1 (o thousands. of togs.).. bogee:
. R PR T ) oos Gid . : .
© .., 1 United States Great Britain Japan, .
DUA022 ¢ L. L L R10 v 2TE T 88
C1026 0 Lo 2300 T taT0 R A
cAo30 .. 300 LT 420 .23
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- Tonnage of squadrons of,torpedo. boats
(In thousandsi of tﬂﬂ&) oL

: “United States’ Great Brituin ]apan
L1922 L L ,360 o 51
Co192600 L LT, 366 ¢ T gg
U190 L L 3% 275, B V(U
ol v Tonnage of submavyines ru ol
R (1 thousands of 'tohs) AT
T United ‘States . G - Japan,.
e A922 ,;*88»114 { S S
#3626 5 -0 o . 8[% T '{ 38
1930 e e 92 50

ja.praa possesses an extraordmarily £ murahle stmateglc pknm-
tion before the.gates: of -China and in i &e Western. part of the
Pacific Ocedn.: Its,weak. point is that. it is insufficiently provided
with iron and: fuel jin .the case of a war. In the last few years,
Japan has worked with increased energy to establish a. basis for
raw. materials. for jits war. industry. (building. of . foundries; ex-
ploitation « of coal mines, mrkways etc;)g n, Squtheq:n Mandhuma/,—
especially in Shaptung. . it

‘Its minimum  programme., wpth reg“a;d to the pmvrxsrom of
iron. and fuel .may be completed .by.about 1930., From- that_ time
onwards, Japan will be able to, adopt a more independent. and
aggressive pol'lcy towards Grea't Britain -and : the .United. States,
the result, of which will be a real danger of. war in- the Pacvhc

cean. . e b Ry
The Devastatlon ai a Eumre War
In the present-day armiies, the techmcal iactosr has g‘reiﬂy

increased in sigmificance in’ comparrsbn’ with pre-war trmes
the years of the Great War.

‘Couniry Guns " Machme Guns :
R ﬁe&vg. S nght
; 191(3 1925 .‘19;13-\,121925 e 1913. 1925
France e B2 LY 2.4 '~10r,r7w o490
Great Britain . 49 77 . k5 100 - ey 4,5:;5
United States . 39 83 . 58, . §2. L=
Germ:iny ‘5,6 34 tl 1. 859{ LT ghees M’Z

It should, be neted that heavy, artilleryshas gmlwnleon&dev
rably and fhat the.range. of a gun has.increased. :

The air ;fleet has mcreased not only qwanthtastuvely, but sml
more quahltatlvely . a

. e In»c;;aas:e:
Quahly o A ,(191}8»,_ 1926 %
Average lifting capacity of a  bomb : it b
thrower in_kilos . S50 (

Maxmum’ wergh*r vofl a 'gas bomb m ’

kilo§ . . 1110000
Maxinmium ﬁmn.g rtaie of an air ma. o e
chine gun (shots per minute) . 1000
Average percentage .of hits in.bomb 4 .
dropping from.a height of 1500 m. L4"—~l'5‘,~:‘

Percentage ‘of hits-in firing at objects R
(m the earﬂh with. machine  guns . o '

" ..+ : more  than - 1(} ()30

, Thus fin 1926 the air fleet is at I@éast two or three ﬁlmes

better [in quahfy than in 1918, il Yo
~Jn- 1018, bombs 1o a:iotal-weight. oi 22000 kxlos/were drop.?

ped on Paris and-its surroundings by 480:airmen:: In:1926;:tHe

same -number 'of :quite :average airmen would tbe -able ‘to . drop

144,000 kiloss; In. view of -the: increasedy percentage of: thits, ithe

destructive effect;of the bombs: dropped WOuth ter-day, amcxmf

to about twenty; 4imes. as much,. ...

:One of the prominent nmmbepsmf the- air fcm:e of a Greif
Power has drawn, ap the following guiding lines. far 4he shm‘e‘
to be taken by, the wir -fleet in a future war: . o

1. Industrial .centres are’ ‘iparticulagly - suftable robjects' iar'
bomiardement by.airmen. The, dmﬁrrbuigdn and, pogsition of; these
industrial centres, must be ascertained .in dimes, of peace; . ;_

i 2 It seems rmpos.srble to. prdtect powns:. p,'

attacks from the ghr . Where strong. air-fleets, «ex1,st (thqq\"{yl fem
Powers are..thought of), it will -be megessary in a. juture jwar,
10 . evacuate;, the towns, -and - only, leave, in: ‘them.. the workers.
necessary for the fattories; this army of workers wrll be exposed
to no less dangers than the army at the’ front ,
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and” mun itions in the six m

18

;.. Chemical means of warfare are developing still further,
and fumerous laboratories and’ :mrhtary chemical stations are
working in. this field. .

us “for mst s‘ghe Joll

FEER

y sum, ‘were a'],located 19‘ :

the imhtary Chemllggl lcggitre at, P%r 8 O{gﬁéeﬁt Br;tani)gzzr%gpggr- r

mens rposes: hout ars, in
EIQB‘U i in, 1026 650,000 dgllars The

in 1 570,000 a E gewood
Arsenal (United Sm{es) received ior pthe sae,. purpo  in, 1925
720,000 do! s it

ar's, in 1926 9&1,000, ;dol lars "

. .The’ 1n]unom etfect emigal means oi wirfare has

grown ‘extraordinarily as oompar thh 1918, [I"he tec‘hm,(:al
> for applmeegqu nops; ﬁubstafwes haye. ben, sx;@nhﬁed

(rn Zils)o % ..9f,all mun:t:ons (Arg gasap{ ]gct?

light ba oons ior rtransportmg' gas, chem,lqa;, air, bom

. Ehe, dggelq‘%ment of naval techmque ingreases, gre;ﬂy ‘the

fighty rypm oi“shxps Ihwioupwmg slasfa mm
typic shxps are evidence this: . | N
| cren g - =. .
= o . . S, . Sw» o
S Séx‘»_sz S URICT- DO TITBELA- SR Y.
Type of ship B35S . 3 s gl 1 & ° 53 |
R :"‘gﬁgm -qi 'Egg’? gﬁ a8
"aE3% 3 FH3a - ,TQ*&
2w 28 Fagoal ea g, 2e. =R
18 O =Ry g‘,y%f,, v ;5?*7‘”& =T w0
1913 1926 1913 was 1813111926/ L 1913,1926. 1913, 1926
Ships’ot the liné’ ‘274 42 28 32 - 787 1440 12 in. 16 in. 145 18,6
Bl G e sl sede b et ,v;,,_ﬁ-‘ Crew
Cruisers < ... 55 100 255 35 350 1200 6 8, 400 600
Totpedo boats ' * 0,08 /24 “éi 36,7/ BH5150,0 4., 151100 206"
Submamed .'*f.i ' esel 262 16 215! 16 : 65 76mm mmmm 104

On vthe whole, t‘h e nay, of to-day havej
tixelr striking ' force in s.p??e of’ the’y{numerm . t’he
number of ships (as compared with 1913).

In _the course of the imperiglist war from 1914, to 1918'
70 _million_ § en were. to the colotrs by all the
WAITing, Powers ft:‘:% éther, and’ fhe fofal maximum strenght of
the armies in fhé amounted 16 29 million persons. The total

number ' of killed ’reached almost 19 millions, the number of .

wounded exceeded 19 millions. An’imperialist war ifi the future
would again call together armies ,‘many millions strong; in con-
sequence of the periection and d evelopment of the technique of
war, it mrght prove far more &e\’astahng and losses  would
occur not ojly at the front, but jn the countries ‘themselves in
consequence of the actwmes 0& pbvirenful and num%rbus fighting

in; the tnne between 1914 ‘ah 1918 gthe produetion’ pf ‘arnis
1 im oriant’ States’ af war’! {(Frarice,
Great, Britain, }’taly, ‘Germiany, | U ne% "Statés ‘and Rust) as
as follows: rifles’'22,6" mrlhoné “carfridges 32,4 milliards, ‘heavy
machine guns 4&5& %t giitls (France, Great Brltam,, United
States and Russia) 47, heayy,,,holw;tzers '(folir”’ States) /9000
myinifions for. light artlllery 6,38 ‘1 lions’ craft (X)O

The production of such an- ‘quanitity
n;unmons and, cher ,matermls pf war for the, arrmes
mitlions strong in ‘the, years of ‘war 1014 10"1918' dém:
tremendous economic ettort on the part of the Sfafes
Russia withdrew -jrom the war at the end. pf three yearsy
Central Powers submifted to folr yeirs of war, ﬂwnrng which.
time, their maferial in men and kind was exhausted 16,81 th a
Qegree rtbajt *trgrnendou§ Wcral tupheavals resulted i t’hose
tries, giving no: praspert of success for a furfher cqﬁfm
the war. o

EF

I The, élévm B i,,,;lm‘ having 41
mtal national , inco: " na on); :
capmjaa’l oﬁ r")lﬁ filja; ;l do rd ‘doﬁ’:i

for’ purposes of “war. ‘ 5o
In_view of the mrfedtea ‘w 'y ftechrilque and tHé iACHE sed o

‘ower "o déstriiction, 4 TUgUiE, Wty WOl
mp,&%&ré"%ﬂﬁ“fﬁw fﬂ%‘“’qwﬁ‘*wr ¢

Thanks, ands from
productive & Y ‘gantd in conseqm‘%mrah ation of
industry as a whole to: s&h&iymg, as Ks‘ ilrsi object, the require-

menfs O | Wasy 3,D6W |

id make. the. sxtx,whon

of he v gaers and:of fhe bipad gitesses. Peﬂge 0 My,
worse, & Tevg uﬁxonary . situation wqpld ,K) flably | arise
fhe broad masses of the people

' c riat 1 ma ]
,‘;1 ﬂy e 40, | h%ﬁamgg an;i re, given: arn;sm Which, at’ f
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approprnate momemt can be' ust;d by the provletarlat for selzmg
power. -

In such a srtalte of affairs, a new 1mper1a11s¢ war (given cbme
munist parties teady ' to fight) . wotll ﬁx%nt:ibl ‘lead to the
outﬁreak of 2’ victoriots ﬁm&taman révolition in Earope. "

" "Preparations Tor a Atfack on the Soviet Unic

. For'the’last few yearls eﬁorts have Béen' devot d, chleﬂy
‘under * preséire’ froin Ené‘ban,d to, the’ ‘Creafion of a ‘nr 1lta1ry and
polmcal alliance of the Stites bord g‘#g on ‘the” S@ viet "Union,
from  the “Baltic fo the Black Seﬁ the object'of attacking
the‘Sovuet Uniofi, ©* ™ "

~Tlre ilgh‘ﬁn ‘forces” of “the "W ern’ pei blirs the Soviet
Union' ‘are bemgg very' miich sﬁ'::§t th i dgh@ ?’iqufppé‘rt of
Great Britdin and“Frange. -~ = 2/
"' The beinforce éut“b;ﬂ*ﬁe arn{éd“fb L‘es

és ' ’Eﬂﬂﬁd” Estlionia,
Latvia, Poland aiid"Roiimania’ *toué&}!ér ‘afe 'de bnéi‘?é‘téd‘ By . the
fo]lowmg data founded on faot: ‘

1923

1926 Increase %

Army Budgets (m m11hons~0i doliars) ,+ 155
Peace strelﬁt@ of «the airmles (m SR
housa + 11 3
Members)hlp Gf the civic :.voluntggrs,
" “without- Roumania™ (in ‘thousamds) -+ 120,7
Number ofmilitary:-aircraft ¢ for’
s i action Caitien he b &L e Vedy e wh e #®Os + 822“_

The mx*hmary overburdenmg of the bordar States, of Polland

and Rgum;wmla in oomparwonwbo ﬂle Soth Union, . an,:i sthe

. zealous aaﬁtvvﬁy awhich. is heing: employed; to, create a ,umiform
m,vkntarv 'mczg Jalliance fro;n the Bal‘gc to the Black Sea
enice “of fthe b4 Feparatichs, f ﬁg fmhfair?/ attack

YELS4L
1?“ k
eptlb U n w" b

¢ tri
on tﬁeSo

RS PRt

M(;’} A

. f’?‘

L' de 0

s io‘rwar

sésl {)qr Uh, e

It “should be specxally notxced wha“r great Larfe ?lnd aﬂ;;gmr
1s Acvo 1. creafing armed trQop 31V€ y of the is
s. % ]a!qﬁff‘:;l{ 'ﬁavgd been mc‘tgng;os i‘ ¥ 207 ih %he thb(l.e :
i;om 1923 19 1926 a L gxc tie regiilar g
Af th %egfmpmg Q ﬁ ef\t;‘ %r :0? gﬁ}
struqllon we a;re I y )

'? w,f

a\rm%r
ore devar atmg and ‘ruinous
ysferil {névﬁa’wy

pérnz;ll;léi ;;asi{
than the, asﬁ_ vv{ap; of 1914 fg 1918
ds, to. world war. .T Is

revs»lw‘r_lione znfﬂy

e ca ital 1st s 1
titd 6n b 3vaided!
"“tﬂ_é te aﬁi’onal proletitiat
fh paltl;l 3k ken, by fiie k’us igil prolefariat; the pi l}’g‘f
2.1 v Wrsiles 2’ Tpe&qg &?hcy,ﬁi 1ot m w'_ds
Inwfute e F ac& pol S' e ’Sowet "Uttion ‘and "its
peac%iui pgg;s’t ugﬁlqn its Wés‘tel*‘ néigboirs ‘¢ortinte, ‘undet’ the
gumdance and wvfh thé upporf of 'the capitalist’ Wesf, ‘?to ‘$tréfgh
xﬂlen“gh r, armed . forces _with ho tile intentions towar&s‘
vax J}nwu n thie. %:n;bﬂ year'p
public, the' Red army must’’
trammg and’ fhe best’ prepanations, dtid’
to. parry . ap attagk \ylth A crushmg_blq

% riffrease its,

e Tmpertal ‘ts, e S ,pémgm‘a,ts
"?am thie, Clriness Revolutign.

* " By Tng snn 1She.

Eier f’f"r&ﬁfef gisturbane; ey éry revolt,” efbry Moldﬁoﬁ m
"y ‘He 1m‘§eriéh’§7ts for” thefr - otwn"

T FN

ra»“ iy oD, a-,\ P

¢ e
-"é" Pevﬁlﬁt' by

S ? 1 z T for' e qu dl’reptl """
ted By the Fi-en% Go‘f rAoT Genéi'af '3

onsttl at Tientsin, the Japanese Giovérhot' oi'é}-‘}ﬁmsa *aind fhe

*The exterritoriality rights became greater and greater

2 sy

the’ ex1s ehcé of the’ S(wxet'

- thros

" Japanese ‘Government by their supplying the insurgents with.

arms and providing them with:advisers. Tsarist Russia rendered
indirect 4id to the fighters on the outbreak of the revolution in
Hankow in October 1911.

The imiperialists . have only gamed by such actlons The
revolutionaries granted every protection to their “helpful friends”
and out of gratitude promised to observe the “sacred treaties”.
The
Shanghai mixed court of justice came completely into the hands
of the foreigners. For a time the hostility towards the impe-
riatists, or better said, towards the foreigners absolutely ceased.
Once ‘masters of 'the’ sxﬁuaﬁon, however, the imperialists, owing
to the radicalism of the Left Kuommdtang people (Sun-Yat-Sen
tendéncy), soon supported the monarchists efforts of the military
ruler Yuan-She-Kai. The fate of the revolution of 1911 was
finally sealed. Tihe mwlahs-ts have known how to wiake wuse
for their own benefit of evéry little revolt; every: robbery. In
thése. affairs they have always been ‘able ‘somehow to extend
their treaty rights or art least to do qmrohtable buémess vby Sup-
plym@' VeRpOomS. i |

With ithe: presen’t refvohmon h@wecvei‘ ’the sﬁuafion isquite
othemnrse ‘The:revolutionaries “are more experienced: They have
learnt from the defeats of 1911 and the victory of the Russian
revotutionof 1917, The leadership of #the movertient is in " the
hands ‘of the: Left ‘(Sun-Yat-Sen) Kuiominting "and ' the Chinese
Cominiists. Their clear aitn are! Fight against the imperialists
and ‘against their lackeys,  the- Chinese militaty rilers, abolitioy
of ‘the’ “3acréd™ unedual “tréhties; alliance with the Soviet Union
and with the world proletariat. In any event their ‘whole ‘atti-
tude shows irrecotfilability towands - the - ifiperialists.

;.. The imperialists, right from the beginning, endeayourgd to
Crijsh ‘the present Tevol uﬁon by moblhsang .and .. supporting
dgainst it the Chinese ‘military’ rulers, by seekipg o help the

- Right Kuqqmntang clique to come into p@wyzr again, .by. sending

warships, marines and land troops to China “to defend their
fellow  countrymen” ahd’ 1323 representing the revolution as being
the' handiwérk of the ‘Bolshéviks. ‘Qnly” recently they maintained
aniirreconcilable attitude folwards the Canmu Governmem the
hewdq;uarters of thé ‘revolution. ’

" After the captute ‘of 1he three ‘sister towns of Hankow'_
Haﬁ]ang and Wuchzmg by the revolutionary troops and after
the annihilation of ' WirPeiFu and vSun*C{mamJ"ang, ‘the impe-
rialists were forted ‘to reatisé that it is n6¥ §uch a simple matter
to «crugh the presént  Chinese ' revolition: Alormg ‘wih the ‘policy
of warships, the liberal imperialist method is now' being “em-
ployeéd.” The 1mper1|ahsats are now minded, quite suddenly, to
Tecognise the Canton' 'government which hithérto they had most
iurlously attacked. Their govermments. are sending delegations
to it; the newspapers mo longer speak of a Bolshevist but of a
nationalist Canton government,  In.: addition, to | ‘Hoyd - George
and,. MacDopald evey .the lK»mg of England (see the King’s
speech in parliament) expresses -his sympathy for the na«mnal
feeling of Chiga. .. N

An example of the British,’ so-vcalied hbeml me'bhod is  the
Britieh Memorandum. As a mattet of factvit 4s a plan for- the
partition of China, and means:further assﬁsta;nce for the:¢ounter-
revolutionaries. Happily the impepialists ‘are not dgreed amiong
themselves. ” Japan 1s a particularly’*obstinate opponent of the
Memorandum. The: condlict. between -Japan' and Great Britain
is mainly attributable to the fact that the sformer put forward
its, lackey Chang Tso-Lin. to. .consolidate its- power in: North
China;y ‘and | particularly  in ' Maaschuria, :whereas «Great. Britaim
ordered hifn-to1marckdo the South against the Canton govern-
ment.- The  conflict has; also . becomeriso.: acute withirt the Chang'
Tso-kLim clique: that. C‘hmg Fso-Lin; at the end  of Decemiber;
removed the Chief of his General ‘Staff;: Yang Yu-Chini, who is
a direct representative. of Japan:!The imperialists of the -United
States ‘ate adopting a ireserved -attitude towards - the -poliey of
the imperialists of Great ‘Britain, wiilst thosé: of Franée are
closely cosopenatinig”with Japamcin.the Far<East. - =

“The aftitide: of the new > Germdn imperialism deéserves re-
mark. The lieadmi ‘Getman foteibi ‘pbhﬂc dngaﬁ ‘the “Déutsche
Augemyeine Zéitunig”, quite opé eclarés itSelf to be opposed
S prittor ]e to “the 'measures’ Qti anton govemmem g (o
¢ it'into the face of the British’ itha‘c it wis they who, ten
ye‘a1rs ago, Cauled iChina’ to- adop’t 'lmy against Ger-
mary, ‘and that they”are now reaupmg zﬂhe fits off‘ their owm

policy.
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The new pollicyf%lf‘ the imperialists in China, as in 1911,
aims at making use of ‘the revolution for themselves. The Social
Democrats are proud of ‘the change in the policy of the Powers
and claim to be the fdthers,of the idea of this liberal atfitude;
just.as. they claini to be the f dhers of the Locarno policy anci
of the world economic Conference convened jor 1927. Mac-
Donald, immediately after the issue of the British Memorandum
to ‘China, pronouriced "hitmself to' be in favour of it and against
his -own so-called extrentist Party comrades who had opposed
the Chinese policy of- the govermment..-The social democratic
Belgian.-Minister far--Fareiga  Afiairs, Vandervelde, .alone of
allithe, representatives of; the [Powers-has. expressed unconditional
appraval of the British Memorandum. " , o

The attitude of the Social Democrats towards the Chinese
revolution, right from the beginning was a hostile one. In the
year 1924, wher thé' gbvernmietit' of Sun-Yat-Sen'in Canton was
strivifig” to set up @utonomy ‘of taxation, Ramsay MacDouald,
who - was”Prime Minister of Great Britain af that’ time!" sént
wérships - against ‘the Southérn -Chinese government and’ did’ not
éverl deign Yo ansWér ‘the telegram of protest’ of Sumi‘Yat-Sen.
In'’ the:past ' year thé “8ocial - ‘Democrat Vandesvelde 'sharply
opposed’ ‘the temiinatidh' of the Belgo-Chinese Treatiés “on' the
part of the Chinese. “Hé' calised to ‘be arrested those  Chinese
studlentts whio’ protested ' in Brussels against the aftitude’ of . the
Belgian' goverhinemt;’ and” had: soine of them ekpelled from ‘the
country. “When " the <Peking': governiment declared ‘the’ treity 'to
be invalid; Vanderveldé appealéd to the imperialist 'Hague Court
of Arbitration for the protection of Belgian privileges in China.

“ . The Gérnan Socil'Democrats did not lag behind their Bri-
tish'-and ‘Beligidn ivinisterial comrades. They ‘have ‘never ‘at any
time ‘expressed: their sympathyiwith the 'Chinese revolationary
moverent. When, biter the Bloodbath of 30th-May in Shanghai;
Chinese'isiénibers: of et Kuotiiintang in Betlin -approached” the
Ceritral Oommitttee:of - the"Getitian Socialish Party 16t the pur-
pose ‘of obtaining’ sociak démotsutic support-for a joint demon-
stration utrtler the: ldgantiof*Chind’ for’ the ‘Chinese?, the tatter
indignantly’ repudiated - sueh* @+ suggeéstion; declating 'thatthe’
Social : Deriocratic' Paptyileduld not take ipart #fi a’ “nationalist”
meeting as they.were Antbraational (1). /At fa méeting of “Germari
Communist students against the Shanghai blood bath, in which
of course many Chinese students took part, the then sociay

democratig ;Prsaigiept;i qtﬁgsp@mg;,mmimy , arrésfed’fall the
COJNF

"Chinese. They Wwere ave been expelled from Germany but
this, was prevented by -the ‘opposition of the German bourgeoisie
who wished to.win g f Qﬁbs market for their goods ,in;China.
" The chief organ of the Soeial Democratic Party-of Germany
the Berlin “Vorwirts”, has réported practically nothing regard-
ing the “stiocessés of the’ r@?bfﬁxtioﬁary arthies, - On 'the other
hand; if it weré a question”of publishing news of their defeat,
it would “cértainly be tHé first ‘paper’ to print this néws. right
on the front page. Thus, on the occasiofi’ of " the defeat of
General Kuo Sung-Lin who mvent over to the revolutionary anmy,
it went into ‘ecstasiés of joy. Ofly recently it printed with satis-
faction ‘a -lying report published by a botingtois agemcy of the
secession of an “inder-Generdl of Feng Yu Hsiang. 'Apparently
the “Vorwirts” is'Yuite. in® ignorance '6f"the “intendett, partidipa-
tiori' of the new German imiperialigm in ‘the Washington China
Agreement, it se¢rits to know ‘nothing of the constant supplying
of weipons by Germany 10 ‘Chittese. counter-revolutiondry Gehe-
rals. Perhaps the lying reports it publishes regarding the Soviet
gréenades 'leave “it ‘no ‘space ffor such trifling items.
* The Social Democrats havé not yet clearly expressed their
attitiide towards the Chinese revolution “in their “chief organ.
In a propaganda paper of {tﬁé’(»social dertiocratic, district federa-
tion of Greater Berlin, “Dér Kimpfer”, they gpleﬂi;}jéd an article
entitled: “World War‘Nztii( 2% in which they whife: o
“China stapds, in flames; dark and immeasurable the
.. demipest .sweeps over .fromIndia;. here stand the English and.
R;;sésu}’n empires in-silent but violent struggle..against -each,
o5 PWEE Ly et v Pl Sk 4 C L
¢ Thite thé' Secial: Democrats regard’ the gigantid: Chinese libe-:

ST G

ratioh ‘movement as-ani Anglo-Russian ‘quarrel;: Theswhole:article,

gg;nés@es -4 hostile attitdde  towards  the Chimesestruggle for:
berty. oo St

7 It ‘must be excdedingly sad -for ‘the Social Democrats to see
how their Chinese. «colleapuesiarefaring. Tiréd of:the common®
fight ‘with -WuPeidu dpd. Chang Tso-Lin ‘agdinst the Kuomin:.
tatg-their leader; Chang Kang-Fu-:recently-inserted an’ antoun-

PRENE ST

cement in the newspaper to the effect that, owing to the dis-
‘turbances in China, his office must be closed’ for the time being.
The Social Demdcratic International,’ in' thelr  bellicose attitude
‘towards the Clinese revolution, probably must feel ashamed of
such faint-hearted colleagues, . R

“The Kuominting still “consists to-day 6f two different ten-
dencies: the Right which is aiming at the bopurgeois revolution,
and " the Left, the Sun-Yat-Sen tendercy which is directed fo-
wards the 'social. sfruggle.”;Although” the’ first-named tendency
is still fairly strong, nevertheless ihe leadership of the whole
revolutionary moyement lies ip, the hamids of the working class.
The Chinese. working dlass is very. proud of the fact that ifs
revolution. is, a. part of the Warld Revolution. The Chinese re-
volutionary . masses. will, never object to their being characterised
as ‘the advance troops of the Bolsheviki. The efforts of the
imperialists, and of the, Social Dempocrats against and “for” the

Chinese: revolution, will. be without .result. ., . .

“RGAINST THE FASIST TERROR
C INLITHOANIR

: ; S By X. Yoo s 01 i

It has’ repeatedly Been pointed ’out “that imperialist Great
Britain and Fascist” Poland are ‘behind the*Fascist oveérthtdw
of 'the ‘Government in Lithuania: This'is’ coiird by all the new
reports. “Wistras, “the Chiristian ‘Fastist,.'Minidter of Lithuania,
who undoubtedly, took an attive patt’in’the préparations for the
overthrow "of the’ ‘Government, ‘stated ‘on ' the “very day after’ the
overthrow to a member of the, staff of the Jewish paper “Di
jidische Stigume” ‘fhat: 07k 0 Tt Lo L
[ “THe official , British  witeless estl

d” the present events

in Lithiudnia“qirite rightly when it'said tiat the'Bolshevist danger
which Had ‘arisen in Lithuania;“had cdmpeiled the army to, take

the power into its'own lands for the fime ‘being.”
How could the wirefess ‘of the. Britishi* Government %e ‘so

1
i

" quickly informied  as <to’w»ha(t"sw‘a's’jhaipja‘yén‘ing‘in’ Lithuania. and

definitely  také the side of ‘the upheaval? Only' if-the British
Gavernment had been inforined ’as to ‘the ‘preparations beitig
made for an upheaval in Lithuanid and as to ifs nature, only
if the plan had been a Brifish one. . © ©©
" Ewven 'beforé the" upheaval, ‘the’ Warsaw Governnient cbstina“
tely spread commmunications about preparations fdr a revoiution
in” Lithuania. Immediately after the ovetthrow of the Govérn-
ment,’ the “Warsaw corfespondent - of the’ London “Times” wired
to London" that' the ‘uphéaval diad beéenr *direeted . against the
Soviet Union “and against the Communist Party:- of Lithuania.
The Righ correspondent “of the' “Times” wired  practically the
sarte. [T SR b gt o L
"“That"the' upheaval 'was above all’ directed: against ‘the Sowiet
Union! is' still ‘further confirmed by “the leading article -of the
organ of the Christian Detnocratic partyn“Ritas” of January- 7th,
which ‘ was “written -by the’ Catholid "priest Krupaviichius, the
leader of the Christian Democrats, whé untloubtédly plays a more
important parf in Lithuania than the Nationalist :Woldemaras,
the Prime Minister, who was, caliph for an hour. In his article,
Krupavitchius insolently attacks the Sowiet Union and sharelessty
repeats the lies about the Bolshevist.insurrection. . :
[Krupavitechius, “the ;honournable . Jesuit, makes the Soviet
Union“the wcentre ‘of organisation.dor: the alisged: preparations
for ‘insurrrection in'Lithaania. and: emiphatically -points out that
the - politieal" representatives:'of : the Soviet: Umion .in Lithuania,
especialty: the ‘present one, Comrade Afexandrovski, are mnot.so
much diplomats as organisers of the revolution. He repeats.the
despicable story of ‘Commumist terrorists” and:fother specialists”
being ‘equipped’ for Lithuania ‘in the:;Soviet sUnion and . gbout
stores of arms' and explosives and :“millions :in gold”, which
were to be received from :Moscow- by ‘the party. organisations
of LLithuania etc. . [IOTTT R IO
Néither does Krupavitchius' forget - the- famous: list of the
“Lithuanian Cheka” iof those who: were marked out: to b~ shot
in" the-first place, which was said ito' have Heen. found :at the
drrest’ of Czerny, who' wal.executed by the Lithuanian - Fascists.
This proved that Ratchis, member of the Christian Deniocratic secret
police, a champibrrin affairs of 'provocation, had not commiiited

(RN T
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his usual provocations.without the blessing of the priests of the
Christian Democrati¢” party. It also proves that on the basis
of these provocations, the Lithuanjan Fascists infend to continue
ifi the future taking a samguinary revenge on the best ‘workers
of Lithdaia. =~ = T e

This lie is made use of by the ieaders of the Christian
Democrats in ordet to acquire ‘more miérit in’ the eyes of' Great
Britait and Poland ‘anda?g‘f“ reate a. hostile ‘attitnde towards’'the
Soviet"Union”in Lithuania. Tn the same article he openl stands
out ‘against the guarantee’ treaty’ withthe’ Soviet Union* and
declares  that the Cristian " Democrats  have' deliberately fought
and ‘are fighting against the treaty’ with the 'Sdviet Union being
concluded; ‘as ‘they regafd it~ as injifriou to/ “the *imferests of
Lithuania. ‘He is equally’ opposed’ to economit hegotiations’ with
tﬁe Soviet Union.. On tl‘i‘is'"(éﬁﬂbject;(" he’ Wwrites ~‘among - other
i “The Bolshevists only know how” o' take. 'What can the
Soviet Union give, which has been" plunged into a2 condition of
misery by the Bolshevists?”

“The™ 1gades”, of e, Chydstian Democrdls,” ROweygr, "have
not by aiy ‘means always:weitten aboutithe ;So¥tet Unjon in the
fone in “which they mow. writé and which we otherwise only
-find among the most furious “die-Hard” British Conservatives,
Only...in, 1925, ‘the same Christian’. Demograts, when they, were
in the Governmenf, welcomed Comrade Tchitcherin in Kovno
with .enthusiasm. Later, an"indistrial delegation from Lithhapia,
headéd by Stepomavitchius, a Catholic ‘priest and leader of the
Christian Democrats, visited the Soviet Union to enter into
preliminary negotiations, and gave very favourable reports
both of the economic development of theSoviet Unign and of
Lithuania’s willingness to make an economic approach towards
the Sowiet Union. This however was in the times. when  the
Christian. Democrats still carried on an indepéndent policy. At
present. they. sing a different tune, for this is demanded . . . by
London. o [, oL

The fone of Krupavitchius’ article reminds ‘us. of the fone
of the Christian Democratic, Press of Lithuania in 1921, whien' the
samé Christian Democrats resolved, to accept Hymans’ notorious
draft which was dictated by France and Great Britain and which
fo all intents and.purposes amoumted to an  actual federation
between Lithuania and Polapd. At that time, the leaders of the
Christian. Democrats, wrote just such challenging articles against
the Soviet Union as they are doing.at present, and demanded
1hat- all forces be gathered against the Soviet Union.” At that time
~ they found a natural ally against the Red danger in Poland, and
drew the conclusion that it was necessary, to draw closer to
Poland. This conclusion is not yet openly drawn by the Lithu-
anian Christian Democrats, but their attacks on the Sowiet Union
will: undoubtedly lead to it. e P

Whilst the President. of the Lithuanian Fascist Government,
the Nationalist Woldemaras, who is actyally quite without power,
assures, the Soviet Union -of his friendly relations o, it: and of
the inviolability, of the -guarantee treaty which has been. con-
cluded with the Soviet Union, the leader of one of the other Govern-
ment parties, which undoubtedly is of far greater importance
in -Lithuanian politics than .the Nationalist. party, gets up and
states that they 'have>quite deliberately fought :and will Tight
against: the guarantee treaty with the "Seviet Union, that they
ate in javour of «its being annulled and that they regard ﬁhe
Soviet Union as their .most dangerous enemy.,. 'I:hey are, quite
prepared to join- even with Poland in.a fight against the Soviet
Union. This is perfectly clear.,.. ..« . 1. L .

In the meantime; even -beforé the-averthrow .of the Govern-
ment, the Nationalists had -entered into an alliance with the
Christian Democrats. The:revolution, was carried out.by. their
combined  forces. Later, this alliance was:solemnly confirmed b_y
Krupavitchius and>Smetona; when the- latter. was “elected” Presi-
dent of the Republic. The Nationalists.now . hold some of - the,
Ministries, but the most important posts.are in; the hands: of the,
Christian Democrats:i The ‘revolution: was carried.out. by their

well-knbwn advoeate iof -an-alliance between Lithuania and, Po-~

fand, is a puppet of theé Christian Demiocrats. (The secret police
_is in the hands:of the Christian Deémacrats.. ... ..~ -

Some comrades maintain that neither the Nationalists nor the
Christiatr Democrats- are; in. power -in;Lithuania.. but; that the
country is governed by a military ‘Committes. of Five”, which
is nearer to the Nationalists than to the Christian Democrats.
With this we. cannot -agree; First,of all, Plechaviichius, a. puppet

of the Christian{ Democrats; is at thehead- of- this; “Committee; of

Five”, and is an advocate of -an approach to Poland. Secondly
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the Nationalists who belong. to this_{{Committee of Five” have
always been in \,sym‘})athyv with the Christian Democrats ‘and re:
garded the Soviet Union and not Poland as their ch‘iéi;e;lemiy;
In"the past, these former officers of the C7arist army (Daukantas,
Merkis and others) were certainly’ by fio ‘meéans connected” with
the Lithuanian national movement, and no dotibt welcome’ Kru-
p“f\}itchl‘us’ article.'x . i ‘ , RS G i ".‘J!':‘v;
U closes his article with' the. pathetic appeal:
“I- must’ inform- Moscow andall- its agents that the

_independence ¢f Lithuania is more:/precious to the Christian
t -Democrats than is their own personal safety, “and  that
irr-they will answer all Moscow!s ‘thrfeats as the Lithuahian

Eatiog, answered in the past; when i was oppressed by the -
Son iU Zar, ; : FIERS BT R R R TS PO SRR EREPRCIRI

.. Krupavitchius

B ‘,,“]““heiwquing“ masses of Lithuania ;:)hql.“ac'tu‘all’y'; iig"l;_tx,tiif free
Lithuania irom. the Czarist yoke. .At fliat {ime however . the
Christian Democrats' kow-towed to, the. arpitrary rule of the
Czar, They regarded the Czar as God’s. Anointed, and. threa.
tened anyone who fought against his.arbjtrary rule, even with
excommunication. from the, Catholic Church. The Christian De-
mocrats ,were the open enemies of the:. working masses of
Lithuania, their freedom and independence. . . ait g
.. We sege the same thing. now.: As, they. previously cringed
to the Czarist rule, so. they now cringe io London and Warsaw
and .are leading Lithuania not to the,:gonsolidation of its .in-
dependence - but to . its..destruction, - to . ifs.: transformation -into
an appendage of Poland. R N 7T TP T ST P

This is what Fascist Lithuania is. drifting to. This explains
the mean attacks .of Krupavitchius, the-leader of:the Christian
Democrats; on the Soviet Union-aad. his lie. about the Com-
munist - revolt which has not, yet, disappeared fromythe. Fascist
Press of, Kovno. The Christian:secret: police, is. constantly “dis-
covering” new . ‘“‘communist organisationifor revolt” and jis-pre-
paring, for new deeds -of violence.,;Moscow " is said to be the
centre of organisation for this “revolt’. . This -is -why. we are
compelled to:speak. For this reason: it is necessary to. continue
to unmask the shameful lies of the. Lithuanian Fascists ‘and to
protest_against the. White Terror' in-Lithuania. I

ot i

- " Vindictive Verdicts in Lithuania.
‘ _,\,\.f‘ . ByZ Afn:giarié‘bi%s}a S “§

. Voldemaras, Chairman of the'Lifhiudhidn Ministerial Council,

7

recently declared in the Seym thaf.

. “The Communists were shot on the strength of a judicial
. verdict. The 'Governiment had, no say. in the matter. I the
spersofis still munder arrest are. found to be innocent, they
“will be ipardoned.” R S
' This, hypocritical  announcement, on . the part, of mere
marionettes :in the hands of the savage officers of the “Black
Hundred”,. is in direct contradiction to .all. facts.. Far. from
being shot on the strength of a judicial verdict, the four Com-
mupists were simply ; delivered up: as victims: to - the officers’
cligue, Not éven that misergble parqdy of a {ribunal, the court-
martial of the 2nd Infantry Regumenf, was able to iurnish any
incriminating = evidence.. The witnesses sumimoned {o.. appear
were Ratchis, the forimer chief of the secret police, notorious
for forgeries and provocations .such .as even aronsed ample com-
ment in bﬂbo-urgeois papers, Veyis, the herojc originator of thé
“electrification” of. prisomers, .and’ other - wretched creatures. .of

ots fajled

the ‘miost, redctionary clerical regime. . . .
" 'But _eveii these  regowned prqvocajeurs; and forge;
to furnish any fresh material 6. 1o add any colour to, the
rumour as’to the preparation of a Commugist rising, Even this
tribuial of deppraved officers foutid that it 'was hardly possible
to: speakin their ‘verdict of a rebéllion *which the Conmutignists
never 'initiated. . They had thereforé ‘eithér to fall*back on the
old fable of 1923 and 1924, or else make do with evidence already
proved null and void. :And later, when:Comrades K. Poshella: and
J.Greifenberger started . unmasking the - Wwitnesses - recruited frome
among the secret police, the “court” hastened to-silence. them.

What, then, was the nature of the evidence on the strength
of which. the four Communists ‘were shot? Let us examine the
case cof comrade Raphael Tschernyi-Tscharnyi, accused of being
the; organiser of the, Commiunist: ‘Tscheka’}, whtich s supposed
to. have passed a resolution aimipg:at the murder.of numerous
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officers and members of the former and . present. Lithuanian
Governments; 'in .this conngction Tschermyi: is alleged to have
been foynd in possession of .a list of those:persons.whom the
Communists. proposed to. assassinate. The whole thing, however,
is -pure fiction., When Comrade Tschernyj was arrested a few
years ago, exactly the same acousation .was raised against him.
Then, too, he was. placed before a court-martial,. which. was
eventually forced to abandon the charge of provocation raised
by the secni‘et,po,gliceii comdeulmmng t(}llowarde T.Sdfhem i to four
years “penal servitude merely, on the charge. of belonging to
the 'Communist Party. By regson, of the @mn%sty,,’lﬁscherg;;?wgs

set at liberty in July last, only fo, be iimpeached again regently
by his tormentors on the same,old charge. slightly forged by

ihe siibstitution of, the year 1926 for the dates 1923, and. 1924
. Or let us take the case ‘of Comrade Kasis, Gedris, who
was tow calléd to account as a member of the Central Cog
miittee_of the Communist Party of Lithuania, although he was

“in et only a member of the Central Committee of the, “Red
Aid” In proof of hls“fuilf" documentary. evidence was extracted

trom the archives of the years’ 1923 and. 1924 and, by means of
the sariié “slight” falsification, applied.to.the year 1926. Qnu the
strength of this same ‘evidence, Cenrade Gedris had already
on a Jormer occasion been condemned to five years’ imprison-
ment, in,which connection the then cpurt-martial ignored . the
greater part of the incriminating evidence furmished by the
secret police as not sufficiently creditable. In July 1926, Comrade
Gedris, t00, regained his liberfy by virtue of the amnmesty. And
now, ‘on thé basis of exactly the same evidence, he 'has been
condemned . tp death and shot. ~ e

. Thé same circumsfances ‘apply to. the ‘cases of the Cormirades
K. Poshella and J. Greifenberger, ,botri'l;,of whom were originally

arrested in April 1926. Both of them were conironted by Ratchis

with copious forged evidence. Inter. alia, several letters were

removed from among the ‘papers found in the possession of
Comrade Poshella, as being contradictory to .the evidence .pre-
pared by Ratchis. A judicial treatment of the case, however,
failed to take place on the first occasjon, seeing that the amnesty
restored both Poshella and Greifenbergér to liberty, and caused
the charge to. e abandoned: The old evidence was raked out
-of the archives and the two comrades were shot.

On the basis of the Constitution and laws of Lithuania, the
tribunal could not have condemmed any of these prisoners, not
to speak of causing.them to be shot. But in the opinion of the
Fascists, Corimynists must not be judged but annihilated. The
new ‘Government, which consists of the military party and the
Directory of the-Five (Merkis, Plechoviich, efc.), since Smetona
and Voldemaras. are mere figurecheads to mask the actual dic-
tators’ — sacrifices the Communists to the sanguinary revenge
of those officers that distinguished themselves on the occasion
~ of the Fascist upheaval. These men arrange a farcical ‘trial,

invite as witnesses old, members of the secret police, such at
Ratohis, deprive. the accused of all possibility of éxposing these
secret agents, and pronounce the ‘death-sentence. Smetona and
Voldemaras —  prolessedly — protest against the execution, but
-eventually, yield, “upder pressure” to Plechovitch and Shukovsky.

The sanguinary revenge taken on the four Communists ¢on-
stitufes the bribe paid by the dictators to the reactiomary clique
of officers. The dictators know that their position is insecure;
they fear that the officers, baulked in their prospects “of putting
down .the alleged “Bolshevist rebellion”, might turn against
the leaders who are driving Lithuania into the arms of Poland.
They tremble with fear lest the Lithuanian militarists remember,
the Polysh origin of the heroes of the Fascisf upheaval — men

like Glovatzky, Plechovitch, or Dankautas — or' recollect the -

treachery ‘of the commander-in-chiel Shukévsky. Hence the neces-
sity “of delivering - up the four Commijnists. to the sanguinary
rage of the military clique and of exploiting the murder of
these Communists as a’cloak to, hide the gravitation "t’o{w‘.args
‘Warsaw_of the Lithuanian Fascjst dietators.” =~ ° .~

To the same end, yet more executions are being,prepafed.
At Kowno eight more coriirades have been handed over to. the
~ court-martial (P, Glovatzky, Adampvsky, and others), while,the

same fate is shared by eight others at Shatilen,. six at Ponevesh

(including Goshko, Berger, and Domashevitch), and, six at Memel
(among them Yokelait). With .a view to their trial; old documents.

based on_false evidenceé are  again being raked oit of the
archives. The object hexe"‘tﬁé.‘issaué, is the total physical exter-
‘mination of the Communist T i

every labour organmisation by acts-.of sanguinary ferror.

i . . . [
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| F RAKOSI AND HIS: -
(OMRADES - -

ML Ty I DY .

The Rakosi Trial befare the Court of Appeal.
Lo - " Budapest, January 13th, 1927, -

" "Today there began the proceedings'in the trial of Matthias
Rikosi, "Karl Oer§, Katharina Haman, Igdatz Gogod . Zoltin
Weinberger and 29 other accused computniét “éomrades. 77"
As was the case in the ‘chief proceedings in June 1926, the

31 members of the Hungariay Socialist Labour Party stand be-
fore the colirt togéther with the members of  the Communist
Party, ‘As is known, at the first trial, the Commiunists’ Wwere
without’ exception prononsiced guilty, and recéived severe terms
of imprisonment; on the other harid ‘the Public Prosecytor was,
unible fo bring serious eviderice against the Socialist Labdiif
Party and ‘only succeeded in getting the. members of this ‘Party
condemned on account of “stirring’ up' class hatred”. The Pyblic
Prosecutor is ‘now obviously making a fresh attempt to “prove”
that the leaders of the Socialist Labeur Party are’ Communists:
in order 6 enable the government, on the strength of a verdici
of ‘the odurts, 10’ proceed against the Labour Party’ tnore dfasti-
cafly’ thart hitherto. . : ‘ Lo ’

TRIAL "O,F’ RAKC

‘"Comrade Rdkosi and :his. comrades stand bejore the court,
for the third time. At first, immediately after the arpest of Cony
rade Rékosi, and four of his dellow-fighters, the Humgarian
government endeavoured ,to bring, them fo_the galfows, They
were brought before the Special Court and the hangman, had,
already made preparations o ‘execute the death sentence. The
ndighatian o} Jnternatiohal public: opigion, the, storaiy protests
of the gvorking clasg ¢f the ,Whtie;mfimﬁﬁ and of 4h s of
infellectuals,. hawever, .in. the last noment,. thwarted.the. mur,
derous intentions of the Hungarian government. Thus it wa¢
that: {he. proceedings .were - iransferred to the- ordipary.. court.

These trials, and especially the courageous, death-defying
attitudeé -of thé‘comrades Iﬁiore the ‘court,’ aroused a-tremendous
response. both in Hungary, in; the >suppressed and: ﬂsol»aigd
wotking class,’as well as among the proletariat of ‘the whole
world. -In the shadow of the ghllows; before the: Special Court,
just as lbefore the threatening sentence of hard labour of. the
ordingty court; Rakosi,- Oery, Hémién and Weinbérger fought,
for- the"liberty: of movement of the Communist Party of Hun-
gary, ‘for the Communist International and for ‘the Séviet Union
with such ‘2" powerful ‘revolutionary propaganda as is ‘scarcely,
to be seen' in the history of the political 4rials of the last few
years, Tt was in vain that the judgés endeavoured By ‘a whole’
number of  disciplinary ‘punishments to intimidate ‘the "accused;
they could not weaken the propagandist -effect of the trial.“The’
Rékosi process had a tremendous political effect in Hungary,

" T'According fo every indication, the proceedings before the
Higher court will not be a pure formality. The prooeedings will
be held under the chairmanship of the President of the Royal
Court, Gado, one of the most noforious *udges of the white.
terror who, ‘on the command of the government, pronounced-
death sentences without any justification. . . )

. The Rikosj -Trial, has. already brought two defeats far the
Bethlen government. The protests. of the.international working
class, .the propaganda, before the court, by whic%, Rakosi . and-
the others succeeded in. coming.forward in -the judgment hall:
on.ibehalf of: the Communist. Party .of Hungary, was a.wery
bitter pill for.the Bethlen government. Now, intoxicated hy their -
election victary, they wish jo take, revenge for the defeais they -
suffered. The trial before the Higher Court is taking place in'a
situation in -which the Bethlen government, strengthened in its
position at home and justified by the foreign political situation
in .cherishng reactionary, .hopes, wishes to,open.the offensive
against the entire [Hungarian labour movement. .+ = ... .
.+ The -Hungarian. government, . however, is- not - satisfied. by,
causing Comrade: Rékosi to be terrorised by the blood hound
Gado. . Acpording 1o ‘newspaper  reports  the Public Psosecutor

. has, already prepared the charge isheet against the: People’s

Commissar Rikosi, and is' preparing the “proper” trial of. Com-
rade. Rdkosi in which, among. other things; he is to’ be callea
to accownt for. 283 murders allegéd. to hawve been committed
during the. time of the Hungarian Soviet- remublic.. The ake: oi-
the executioner is’ again to be poised: over Rikosi’s head. And
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i There is fo doubt honwever ‘that the accused Commumsts
awill behave as conrageouslff{ n},‘, this: trial as they did in the
former.. . . : . ; - S

. . The proletanan masses oi all écoq,utnes and all the oyyo
nehts of white terror thisst agdin ‘ufiifé 'ih a protést: dermoréfra-
tionin order to gontinug.- the:defence of Rdkosi and his com-
rax;es ainst the mur@ero:us 1ntent10n\s of the Huyngarian govern-
wgﬁq he ;gal dpfy éva,ﬁ, is and remains the work of ;he

re mtermat;ona jiggl anat, U e

ﬁ't'énded“""fo

[t ST 5

of 1he accu&ed Pet

Néief, & shoemaker who was
the angress ‘of the C. P’

be s, rdead Comrade
ﬂ1e Red Army in Sov;et
a; decizlrafe By the Sov;e Govern-

mﬁnt ww’ , < ‘h ag, l[,was, after his. arrest in
Hm:gar)” m{tured 1p the mostt ig,@rﬁful manner, by the Beghlen
blood' hoy A's a’ resu,ﬂt f the tprtguyxes he bepa,me serlousﬂy
il P.nd d a, week ago, lwrthout having recelyed any rigdical
attendeneee | e Public “Prosecutor did not even_ inform, the, re

latives of His deafh “The répeated "fequest of rade, Neémet
that he be released in order that he might receive. medu:a treat-’
mertt, W»as continually’ refused by the Public Présecutdt, i’ spite
of 'the fag!  #hat Német had ' servéd 'moré. than-Hat o}‘%hls seti:’
ténce. <M rmg—leader ‘ot ‘rhe Franc" forg‘ersl, “However, 'Prince
Windischgritz, is: enfoyi g sl in_one”of the, M?;sana-
tohmﬁs"é\ ’Buda-el”est‘ FIEG.S R 3 o ”

5 it ’i TLE

TN ‘THE lNTERNAT‘lONA ,f:,":]

- 'Reso}ut;on of the‘ Moscow Prcvimci»al
2 Conteretice of. the €. P, S, U on the |
Situahen i the Soviet Union and on, ﬂie
¥ jaon In’ternational Situation. R SIS

The 15,th Party Conference of the C P., & U ing th= prqvlnc,
Moscg)m, haying received and discussed. the report.of Comrade,
Bnkharm oR: ihei;ntemafpon]]‘l and iptennal “situation of; the, Sopiet
Upion,, states as dollows;,, The correct and,: firm, thqy of our.
Party. and , of ifs  Léninist C.C. ‘has, guaranteed a tremendous
dfeyelop“men;t of the praductive. forces ol.our couniry, based.on
the, reinforcement. of ,the leadmg part played by, Socialist. national
nouqy “has mamtamed :and consolidated t alliance - ‘bejween
-the wunkmg q]&ss and.. the.. ;Qeasann’v ralsed ;he rmater,}af. Jevel
of the fwvorking class and’ the’ prqs;p.,rlty of the working ‘masses,
cottsolidated “the internal an “infternational positions' of the pra-
letarign - dictatorship, preserved the unshtﬂ(able L1n1f§r df ‘e
Leninfst ranﬁs throughou vou’r Il}irty and 'still"further "inereasedl
the” mﬁxﬁ‘ﬁ ¥ice "of “‘the"Soniét” Union ‘as ’che “\‘ranvh%irr} of’ “ﬁie
interndtidtial proletarian- revolution. ' "

. Our success -is ayl‘l\t.he greater since’ it has beert,’ aqneved
in ‘spite of the ecbrofttic difficulfies through which we have re-.
cently passed, i §pite of the ‘intefisified fight which ‘thé caf)naiﬁ%’c
thtes hav carmezd on agamsv“us, “in spite of “‘thé’ LmCeasmfr
frictionial assaults' 'of the  afi iftist Opposition Block. ™ By
iThe country* of socialist”‘constriction; the Soviet Umon,
becomes with every yéar ‘of g existence’ ‘and" prosperity, qofirier’

eurpbort ‘ot ‘I‘nfé‘fnatxonml socmhs{ reVoluﬁon wnh olir prolé riat

as fits Vanguard: o ‘
- The: 15th: Party Comference olf the Prdvlnce ‘OF he Mosco:w
Joits-fo #he Yuccess of 'the developing’ world' revolution and. its
adiaiiés along ‘itricate ‘piths: The “intenisification of “thie”class
war on the European Contitiént,' theiistruggle’ of- the Eng itsh
minefs, the” Chihese revolution, the ‘ivsttrrectiont in 'the’ Dutch
colotiies: Our Pah?tv “witich was; is and will’be an’ internationalist
Lenm#st Pdrty, fs of the «piftion ‘that: Socialist consolidation; ‘the

iénitg’ of ‘thie Soviet Union''is an inseparable bomponent .

LR

and ‘thechiet’ stimius of ' the' imernationdl  revolution. :
"The 15th ‘Corference declares: ‘that- the serious  -actusation
against ‘the Party that it is limited by narrow nationuiism and:
by a National ‘Reformist:pokicy is utter: nonsense and a- calummy.
+The. Conferedee’ believes -that the ‘international situation im:

-and équipient of the border

volves  great ndangers for the Soviet Union.: The contradictory
attitude of-the capitalist countries towards the Soviet ‘Unjon (on
the orie hand' the desire: for normal econorftic*interconrsé on the
bagis of the intensified- struggle’ for ‘markets, gn’ the othér' hand
the fear of the growth of soctalist- it dur cotintry’ “and Hostility
to thé Sowiet Union -as the'¢éntre  of the proletarian world tevb-
lution) 75 ‘the' cause ‘of the’ labl'my and a}nblgmty ‘of fhe whole
pollcy of imperiatist diplomacy.* 1 vt e
- i The Conference records that “at the present’ ﬁme actlveiy
hostife - tetidencies - have gained the ‘upper hand in he po
of  the. intéfnational ' bourgeoisie  towirds' the Soviet that
4 fititiber’ of- Stafes, _‘umder the ]éadersh of t‘he Conéo erva
Governmtent ' of England is nioré  and gre Plearly shqwing a
gtowing -teidency aki ﬁn*pea&eful Felations With s and
bd aniveni’ure (Polamd Roatﬂ;‘mama.

"/ The 'broad stmta‘ of 'the roleftarlan and easant masse
ot country, who aré Hlled ’“l?ﬂl ﬂie esire fqii*’ peace’ %ﬁ!dsfi§ },n
ful constriction; are ]ustlhed in the’ cunCetn they feel at the pp
ahd secret preparamons for'war” ditd intervention agamst the
Soviet Unian, ‘the wild &mplomanc iftacks the milfitary councils
Stidtes of the Sov1et Inlon, the
sl’mméless campaign’ of calufhnition’ of Social Deﬁloﬂ'hcy, ﬂ;e
whole chain of ‘Fascist’ revolutlons and (oneplra,cles etc.
' The Conferénce  calis, ppori’ thé Workers - and’ pedsantc :
Sofviet' ‘Unién and”the* wh e profetdtiat 10 be ever “on the-
it" calls ‘tipon” them_ o tevote luniirmg‘ atten‘tldn o “every ho
Step’ of belfigerant imperiatism. ' 0
The working class of our, Conmtry yvxﬁ 'cdntirugé axi‘y
on consistenﬂy its péac 'bolucy,“bm i Wil 'be ‘ever 6n, i ity gyard
and 'Will never ‘for ‘a neﬂt* ‘Torgef” fhe" necessify " ot réng-
fherh‘ng the: defensive fopée of our country i évery respett,
“The"Conference, wh fst reporting the dﬁng~r r%( Wt ‘which

thiredtens " 1i$ from fhe smcﬁeg e imperiallst counityies; “plates
i the foreground ‘the ‘pnf? streng ,nmg #e Red Aty “of
workers agd “peasants a}gf' ests that the whole “attétition *of
the working ‘massés “sholil: bd! corcentrated” “o;; the qnesﬁcm
of thie defenée' of thé Union"df” the ‘Sociatist “Sovikt’Repgb tics,
he Conference is of the ‘d \inron that our” P &3 ‘fs, in, the

interest of .re- miorcmg‘ “dur soci
ing usé of the presént conditic
economic * relations with the copi . " the’ whole
Party, the. Moscow dr Qnisa‘hon holds the"view that we p\osseéﬁ
L the pre-reqmsutés for wetori.’c\us soenahst Eonéfrﬁctmn in
" and - heartily’ (ap,prOVes of the $: otutions’ 'of the P
ational Conférence and; the Plena Meeh bs of m(‘: i
In ‘the present cn‘c:umstances when ‘the “findnéc] u§m’1
of our co'untry places large “sums in’ our ‘hands an:l when we
can apply the powerful’ms‘tmment ‘of ‘the Monopoly of foreign'
trade, the grow#h and’ éx{m sion of our, gcotiomic felations tox
the capltahst corunmes will lead, if 'the Party purSue< the rz%*rfg
policy; fo a consolldano “our socialist roélhqns ,
acceleration of e industriali n af ‘odf cqnn*fry thus mak{ﬁ
our ‘Country, rTore. and more’ Econom fcally” irtdep efident.” The
Party Conference unanimously’ rejécts” the ns‘illanimous efeansf
error, the views of the Opposition as to our ifleged “growing
dependen,ce , as fo the allegewd m(‘reasmg controt of 'world “cdpi-
talism, the’ Opinion’ fhat we' are 'gnly a “function ‘of world

ist constrir tiof, corfe;:ﬂy ‘mak<’
"4 be c‘lnnﬁ- Space and the
ike

’ economy” The Conference reports” fhai, in “wite of the' bessi-

mistic, propheme‘s ‘of - the' Ooprposmon fhe' line of an equat’ and
tapid rate of develop t 'in' “itidustry and aU'nc‘ulture taken by
the Party — in ‘actordarice with the reso\uhon “Of the 15tH Party

.anference, has led"'to “consi egmb]n successtm the' industrialisi:

tion of our’ co.untrX to, the” 11ev1af'on He utgent ‘démand’
for’ goods, has enstited %he suctess of the S te"and co-opatative
ﬁrston of ¢orri dufing the auttwin camphigh this. yedr and
l‘l s ‘madé"it- “possiblé’ further to”incréease wages; it has *ralaed

tHa' question’of the' reconstructxon ot Qur whole nat‘xon‘a’l ecbnomy
in its full importance ‘and has made’ it possible’ td undertake a
nuithdr ‘of ‘Big’ bu'ﬁ!dmg Pl '(l!?mepr ‘powWer works. Semiret;
chénsk ,railway, “Vol; a-Don canal,” the ' conliictign” of * n’aphtha v
from’ Gmsm to T_lga% whith  hav .ifeé?eh a new teﬁ,hn ea‘f‘
has1s for' the Adeve‘l‘“memp'o‘f' ‘s;c';‘c;allét con is{ucti'

" (At the’samé 'time the Party ‘ t-édr by a number’
of m1gp0rtan’t fasks, the ‘most ‘¢ icuotts - of' whxch wis that''of
regulating’ (prices; the’ excessive” height of “retail ‘prices, caused
by the fdctory prices still being h;,érh and by the' excessjve: trading
costs, represent a danger for ‘the er development of fdustric:
alisation’ if that they make it dlﬁxeult to: develon ‘wational etonomy’
and especially agricuiture syst=matically, in that they interfere
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with the deveopment of a basis for agricultural raw materials
for industry, retard the growth. of the actual:.wages of workers
and produce. discontent amongst the broad masses of peasants.
. The Conlerepce emphasises the necessity of a further detisive
mass fight against the bureaucratic defects of the apparatus for
the administration. of ,industryand trade . — thesé defects are
due in 3. considerable degres:te the position of momnopoly held
by these institutions —; at the same time the Conference states
that the chief mieasure to be taken for reducing prices is the
reduction.of the cost price of industrial products by the ratio-
‘nalisation . of industry, systematically prepared .and cagried
through with all energy. L G o
- A po less imporfant task is that of combating unemploymest.
Apart from:the; expansion. of industry, the.chief means, for .over-
coming unemployment must be the intensification of .agricultuge,
the cultivation of .new areas of land, - the intensification ofthe
‘work of the agricultural co-operatives, in,the first working.up
of agricultural raw materials and the development of co-opera-
tives. for retail, trade. By these measutes .it will be possible in
a short time fo find occupation for, conisiderable  mrmbers of the
surplus rurgl ‘population. B T T S T
. ©ur policy is:the -only right proletarian  policy - of: the
movement -towards sorialsm on the lines of the N, E.P. The
15th- Party Conference of the. province of Moscow denands-that
this .policy 'be: continued, it demands that the socialist elements
in our industry be:developed, that the social groups (Nepman;
Kulak), which are hostile to us, be.defeated in the .economic
. field and that a class war be carried on against them. The block
between the proletariat, the” rural poor and the middle Peasants
must be strepgtheiied in every. respedt. Thie support of the runi
poor, of the .agricultural..workers and especially the measures
for supporting the unemployed must be increased.

-4 Fhe falfilmefit of'all the enormous international and economic
tasks by which the Party is faced, the comsolidation of the pro-

letarian dictatorship, are unthinkable without a maximum devel- .

opment of proletarian activity. On the basis' of the proletarian
Democracy, ‘tHe “work in the biggest proietarian organisations,
the trade umionis, must be developed with special ‘energy. - The
miasses of workers, even those which are backward, must be
‘enlisted in the work of socialist construction through the trade
ainions. The trade union members must concern'themselves more
closely with thé quéstions of economic construction (conferences
_on production, fight against bureaucracy in industry, discussion
of every-day- questions, price policy etc.). The tasks of the pro-
letarian nuclews both in ‘the work of the reviving Soviets -and
in the ‘co-operatives, the'activities of “which must bé more and
more-placed iinder the control of the masses  (the duty of
rendering accounts, the electibility of the. functionaries, voluritary
_memivership) are no less important. Efforts should ‘be-made to
faise the ‘ideclogy and the organisatory hegemony over: the whole
mmass of ‘workers by ‘increasing the wactivity of the working :class,
in that the Party wards off -with deci$ion any: attemptto. influence
the ‘mmsses of ‘workers and peasants by petty bourgeois and
bourgeois ideology. el an T
' The Conference is ‘of the opinion that the task by “which
the Party and the working class of the coutttry is faced; can only
be properly solved if the ideological and ‘organisatory ity of
our Party:.and of the Communist world movement ‘is further
consolidated, if a relentless fight is carried on against ideological
vacillation, against any instigation to panic, against social demo-
cratic deyiations, against the revision of Leninism, against every
fractional. attempt to form Opposition groups. The Conference
_calls upon the whole Party organisation at Moscow not to-rebax
the support it as hitherto given to the Leninist C.C. ‘

The Bankruptey of Fractionism in the.C. P
e lae of Austria. =~ '
Statement by the Politbureau of the C.P. of Austrié‘:_q

* At the sesbion on January '9th, 1927, .the Enlarged Central
Commiittee of the Communist Party of Austria decided to. expel
Joseph Frey from the Party. This exclusion brings the. C.P, of
Austria to the end of -a disastrous’ fractional fight; though - the
member excluded may still try for some time: to interfere with
the work of the Party. - :+ . o S T T
“The history and the motives of this -expulsion deserve ‘for
two reasons to be included in the treasury of imternational ex-

perience of the Comiitern. Firstly, they show whither ‘a'calcified
fractional -fight without principle must by its very hature lead;
secondly, they contain a dangerous reflection -of $he “Austrol
Marxist Social Democracy within our ranks. . @ 7 . .

" The expelled member, Dr:. Joseph Frey, held -a position of a
certain’ importanoce in the «C. P. of Austria. When in November
1918; the revolution placed the Austrian workers before’ revo-
lutionary . tasks, ‘Austrian Social Democracy was in & dpecially:
awkward .position. ‘The workers: were ‘trongly radicalised and.
sympathised with the Comumunist . Party, which: had :just ibeen
formed: — though not in an-organised form: The amasses’ strea-
ming:-back from the irbnt, had:arms: in- their Hands' and were
prepared to make a clean sweep. A Red: people’s militia - was
tormed; ‘consisting of .soldiers belonging: 'to the. working class,’
who.‘made it their aim, though not in full consciousness; to esta-
blish'a “Red Republic”: by force ofiarms. The workers’ councils;
which had sprung up during the war, were at. first at the helm
of affairs. In Hungary and in Bawvaria, the rule of the workers
was -actually established. and; for a short tiine, the key to revo-
tution: in Central Europe was in.the hands of Awustria, which
lay between two countries ruled by theiworkers. @ = -

“in this situation Social Democracy - would have needed to
emtploy very clever tactics in .order-4o stifle the" revolution. In
order to-carry out these tactics iin the struggle against the C. P.
of Austria, it was obliged to enlist the help of Leit leaders; who-
up:-fo that time weére unknown and whe were uncompromised.
One of these leaders was Dr. Frey. His: particular field of activity
was that of detaching the soldiers and’ their councils from the
revolutionary front. He' succeeded ‘in ‘detaching them.:

~ Even in the time that followed- however, Social Democracy
found itself in a very serious position. The trend towards the®
Left of the Austrian workers was not so easy to arrest, and
it found expression in the development of a Left wing of the 5.P.
of Austria and ‘of the: Workers” Council ‘of the 'day. Dr. Frey was’
ione of the leaders-of this wing.:The leadérs of the S.P. of Austria.
however treated this wing extremely cleverly; furthermorethe
C.P. of Austria made certain mistakes, so that the S.P. was
soon in a position to expel Frey with a:fairly small group from
the Party. e K - S AR '

After he joined the C.P: of ‘Austria, Frey was constantly
trying to force himself upon the Party, which cduld noft forget
so easilv his behaviour at the time of the revolution, as “the”
leader. These efforts of his soon took the form of unprecedented,
personal and violent fractional fights (since become famious in the'
Comintern). Sincé the beginning of 1923 Frey ‘has not belonged
to ‘the C.C.; anotherreason for him to continue the fractional
camppaign with all the greater intensity. For years fiowthe Partv:
has been completely paralysed and hds even trken retroginde steps:
‘At the beginning of the fractional campaign. it countéd more than:
10,000 paying membérs, had'tens of thousands-of sympathisers
gathered round . it; the issue of the: Party Press far exceeded in
numbers the Party membership. - All this was’ pardly: slestroyed
by almost three years of continued #ractiomal fighting carried on
unstrupulously, Wlmost the whole Party sharing at first«in the
self-destruction:™: il Do s D

" The' fractional fight-which had: flared up over the most megli-
gible political ‘differetices, was iri'a”large  ‘mieasure - personal. At
was waged betwreen on.'the orie hind Frey and éon the other hand
Comrade Tomann, who had been the ‘teader’ of ‘the Comimunist
Party umtil Frey joimed-it. /v 0 20 G

After the Comintern had made repeated attemipts, to smoothe
things out, at first in,vain, the Party gx%r{lbers, who were at last
thoroughly tired of fractional fights, reésarted to.the only Bossible
remedv — they detached themselves fromi the fractionil leaders
on both sides, the provincial A organisations making  a* §vecial
contribution to the_ consolidation in contrast to! the. capitdt citv
of Vienna, which was ‘particularly saturated with the poison of
the_fractional, fight. T TR

What happened -then, was, an ‘examcle of unusual lack of
principle and.character.. No.sooner did the leaders of, the frac-
tions, who had up to ‘that time wishad to expel one angther from
the Party, ses themselves isolated than, within tweutv-ip’ur hours
they formed a “firm” Block, in order, by -this feint of a pretended
“union”, to force themselves on the Party as the “destined” les-
ders. The last Pariy Conference of the C.P. of Austria in Sep-
tember 1925 however unanimously rejected ,this  smorf cimled
Block - and  equally unanimously . selected a Central Comimit‘e>
consisting of the most experienced of tthe vs/orkers’v functionaries

TR !
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and set it; the special task of cleansing the Rarty, from every farm
of , seli-destruction with relentless  determination rand | leading
it to serioys work, amongst the ;masses without any pompous
“important policy”. , ' i

A new period in the development of the C. P. of Austria then
began. It is,a matter of courseithat, in view of the impotence oi
Austria, which is known tto: every worker, and of the imporance
and skill of the S.P. of Austria which is largely due-to this in-
capacity. jour :Austrian Party cannot at present expect brilliant
results.. Now,at last, after years of iincessant retrogression, our
Party. begins to show some progress; The Party has already had
very good results in,the factory. council elections in the/mast im-
portant ' Austrian factories, /relatively good results: in the elec-
tionsvtt? the, Labour, Chamber, 'good' and i successful work in
supporting: the appointmient of .2 Labour delegation. The Party
has begun to do fruitful, serious work among the ‘massés. It has
gained new members, activated the old ones, improved ithe Press
and, begun to reorganise atself:1 1 | | i

The unprincipled: fractional - Blotk rmiagde use -of the period
when the Party was. doing-active work-and willingly gave cre-
dence fo its declaration. that itdintended-fo give up all fractional
work, to: continue! its) iractional  activities.  Frey  especially began
an unscrupulous campaign which did nott even shrink from acts
ofl direct sabotage. He advocated the slogan “fraction before
shadow: Party’’ and gave his| partisans instructions.to do nothing
to - prolong the, life: of  this 'shadowspanty - through | “transient”
success. i BT i) 1o
The ‘internal logic//ofithe iractional fight finally led to: mea-
sures which meant an'undisguised  split, in,the Party. Frey resor-
ted to these ineasures becauise-he /tealised that he would never
succeed i gaining the confidence of the Panty, never succeed in
gaining sthe confidence of the Comintern. The final blow, was
given ‘hini: by the ;clear ‘attitude of the E.C.C.IL which comple-
tely  approved of ithe!line |taken by the C:C. and severely gon-
demned the ‘“activities -oit.the -Opposition”. Frey who, when. i
came: toiithe/ point, only caredito e the leader of the Party’,
was. faced bys'the alternative of either throwing un the sponge and
putting ‘himsélf unreservedly at the idisposal of the C.C. or of
splitting the Party. Frey chose the latter. His partners im the
Bloc refused: to follow: him/along Ithis -path; the unprimeip!ed
Block ' collapsed ‘without political, reason and ras-suddendly as it
had' come into: being. i

Frey organised, quite  publicly, central plenary meetings oi
his partys iheé collected subscriptions inthe  fraction, amongst
whose leaders were dangerous elements swho' had been- excluded
from the' Patty; he ‘began topublish a-newspaper of his.owsn
which attacked the C. C.iwith- unexampled. personal, offensiveness,
he refused toranswer for his behaviour torthe Enlarged C..C.; he
declared -with'icynical frankness'«n his- paper  that, his fraction
was the iparty, #hat' the prohibitiom of fnactions and that discipline
were ‘only «valid -in al party! which carried -on a: policy which in
his opinion 'was “correct”. 1!’ - ‘ ! 9]

Frey, whoi'carried on a fight 4or power in the Party, which
fight 1in/-its mature was completely non-proletarian, and, petty
bourgeois and was guided only by his lust for power, in so far
as he expounded political views at -all, showed them to. be de-
viating along the mest. dangerous social demperatic lines. Frey’s
political;' platform, | which, he propagated, wiihin  the Party by
making ruse of his fraction, proposed: o— -

1. The C.P. was to renounce all claim {o have its own
economic demands represented and was to take its stand on

. the basis of the demands of the S.P. “for reasons of ex-
- posure”, which programme of demands Frey himself could
not but describe-as “a programme at the expense of *he wor-
- king, class”. Frey insisted that, in so far as the C.P. did
make demands of its own, they should be measures which
were  “calculated, really do alleviate the crisis of capitalism”.

2. The C.P. was to demand the sole rule of Social De-
mocracy as the “concrete form for Austria of the general
slogan of the Worker and Peasant Government”.

3, The C.P. was to arrangé its tactics’ in such a way
that the masses of workers would have the opnortunity of
convincing themselves “by their own bitter experience” of
-the falseness of the illusions they had' cherished hitherto.
When- the central organ of the C.P. analysed these wiews

and oointed ot that they were irreconcilable ‘with Cothmunist
molicy.. Frey silentlv dronped his’ whole “line of action”, only
o contingye more, intensivelv with his’personal fight and" his
eficrts to bring about disrupticn.

Needless to say, Frey has not abandoned his views. He only
gave further-evidence of umprincipled fractionism' which, for re-
asons of opportunism, marches “for a time” with*its colours
furled. ‘As a matter of fact, the campaign carried’ on''contrary to
his “political” views and the measures’ taken by him'for dis-
rupting the Party, have begun to'lead back to the Party’those
workers who had up to-the present supported ‘Him oiit of Honest,
though misguided conviétion. enoil

' The fact that Frey has been-able to use for his own purposes,
even 'the few members of the Party who backed him, is- diie
to''the  circumstance ‘that even mow many  Austrian contmunists
have not learnt to estimate rightly the special conditions of com-
munist work in*Austria, and thereiore ‘tend 'to!'teduce the great
objective difficulties’ to the quéstion' of “the" quialities 'of leader-
ship”! These comrades 'have mnow received’ the bBest possible
lesson from Frey himsell. The C.P. of Austria 'will ‘only be
strengthened by ‘his'expulsion. UOITZE o L

" The Czech central ‘organ of the S.P.'of Atistria Has' already
pyblicly invited Frey 'to join the S.P. which “fakes exactly the
same point of view”. ' Well then, the’C:P. of Austria has expelled
a fractionist without scruples, who thirsts 'for ‘power, destroys
the Party “and aims' ‘at'disrupting it, and who, moreover, holds
social- ‘democratic views! Thus, the Party; by the 'determined
cleansing of 'its ranks from injurious fractionism and f-om' dan-
gerous' coquetting with" Social -Democracy, ' will® find the"innet’
force land ity which it needs ‘in’ order to win'dver thétisands of
Social' Deritocratic workers! oo doi f

" ONION OF SOVIET REPUBLICS

Is the Soviet Union Threatened by Inflation?

R By M. Bronski (Moscow). ' I iz

From. time to time, the bourgeois and Reformist Press cir’
culates. one of the usual inventions about {he Sovi¢t Union.
Above all, the French bourgeois. Press has spe’cig}ise,d lately and
amuses itsell by wild inventions as, to a deferioration of the
econpmic position of the U.S.S.R., of an inflation which
threatens /the Soviet Union etc. , :

Asjarule, all these inventions are absolufely lacking in
feundation. i , :

The autumn of 1925 really brought with it a number of
complications.in the development of the pational ecomomy, of the
U:is.8.R. The exaggeration of the estimation of the harves's and
of the possibility of export, the unusual rate of new, investmenis
inrthe individual branches of industry, the insuificiently careful
credit policy ‘of the issuing bank led to.an intensification of the
urgent “demand for goods and to a. certain increase of prices
which .resulted in part of the: gold reserves passing out of the
hands’ of the National Bank. These difficulties, were recognised
in"good time and in any case, proved to be very short-lived.
During the whole economic year 1025/26, the chief concern of

the development of the national economy of the U.S.S.R, was

to. overcome  these difficulties. In addition to incréased indusirial
production. (by 41% as compared with the economic ‘year '1924/25)
a caufious credit policy was introdticed. and e entered on a
campaign to stabilise our currency and to reduce prices!

The result, was that in May 1926, which. was the turning
point in this, respect, the tchervonetz began to be stabilised. From
May to October the index of prices showed a considerable de-’
crease. The index has dropped by 18 points in wholesale trade
and by 20 points in retail trade, the urgent demand for goods is
decreasing as regards a number of items, further the demand in-
the open market for gold and foreign currency is relaxing, and
the reserves of 'the National Bank in. the form of gold and. cur=
rency are beginning to increase. : .

Whilst these phenomena, which are an unmistakable sign
that the danger of inflation has been overcome, could, in the
summer, still be attributed to a certain extent to seasonal con-
ditions, i. e:to the usual depression in trade during the summer,
the favourable juncture of affairs of the late autumn and winter
months proves with indisputable clearness that the re-es‘ablish-
ment ' of the currency which has been achieved, is not of a tran-
sient hature but has a stable foundation. Autumn is recularly
one of the most difficult periods for the industry, of the U.S.S. R.,
as 'it brings with (it an increased demand on the part of the
peasants. a rise in the prices of industrial products, an exacer-
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bation of the financial situation ' in mdusuy in' connection ‘with
thé buying’ up of raw'materials and similar accompanymg symip-
toms: Autumin' 1926 on' the 'cotitrary 'shows 'a’ picture of complete-
stability 'of ‘prices (wholesa}e trade index of October Ist = 1.79,
of December -Ist == 1.78), 'd picture of a'lessening of the financial
difficulties 'in industry, of an increase of the reserve of gold and
currency, ‘of ‘a growing influx of' money-on ‘eutrent accounts,
especially ‘into the saving’s banks. (The latter 'beat the' record
in'regard to ‘the amount deposited in November 1926.) A furthet
proof of 'the “stabilisation. of ‘the ‘currency ‘is’ the success of the
lettery loan'issued by the Govermment of the U.S.S.R! in No-
vember 1926! In spite of the 'pessimistic estimates made in an-
ticipation, the loan, to the amidbunt of 30 'millions, was completely
taketi up in the course of’aimonth, and' that'exclusively by private
cusfomers | (without any participation of the banks, State- ‘con-
cerns etc) el

s ‘it ‘Possible that there midy in' future be such ﬂuctua’uons in
the currency or'diffictlties’of the' kind which we experrenced i
the ‘atitumn of 19252 5/A sfiidyCof the juncture of affairs in''the
r\ahona'l economy of ‘the U’S!S. R! makes ‘it comple-tely justifiable
to lgive 4 tiegative ‘ariswer to'this ‘question! The" Budget of the
Union, which covered 'its!deficit even before the reform of finan-
ces' was''carried ‘through has ‘hiever threatened the stability 'of
the currency.' The damgers threatening 'the' currerncy were to a’
miich greater extent the result'of'd lack 'of 'capital’in the country
which 'prompted thé' National Bank 4o lisstte uncovered nofés in
a'‘degree which’ exceeded the 'actual ‘possibilities of the 'country.
In connection with' this}” the ' cautions credif' policy adopted by
the 'Niational 'Bank' ffom' 1926° onwards; gave rise to a cerﬁam‘
anxiety as to the fate'ob indhstryoand thade. |1

The' further developmeént of''the: national economy, however
shows fhrat a cofisiderable; and'\’vha’r is 'more;“a ‘rapidly rrrong
accumtilation’ is taking” placelq in  the'! m\dush‘y of the U:SISIR.
The 'scheme ‘of the ‘develépmenit of indistry in' the current year
is''already based' chiefly’ on furning to 'account' the internal inl
dustrial' accumulafion”and’ the possi‘bil'-irﬁés"oi the ‘Budget. The
increase’ of 'accummdation 'among‘the' working population(whose
money' is’ deposited'in“the' savings™ banks and in' ‘the form 'of
hatiofial 'bonds) ‘are”a farther Source fromi® which means' ‘are
stipplied for' the developmetit' of industry. This results in the 14st
Aaniger which micht threaten the tchervonetz — the damrer of an
infldtion'‘of credit — being' wiped out:
By this alone, the stablhty of the tchervonetz is g‘u‘a'ranreed

‘THE WHITE TERROR

For me Victims of the Wmte ’lerror m
oHlit 519w Bulgarla. T

h;snst upon Permission fo HeIp the Victims oi. the White Terror
~ in Bulgaria being granted, -

"The ''brutality’ of 'the Lla tehev-Zankov “regime’ has' rnevér
beén so'grossly evtdem s’ i “the ‘prohibition oi help'being’ givén
to' the"widows and or[ihans of“the'victims of the Whtte lerrar
and"theé persecution of 'those twhé ‘offer it,

Oti"fhe occasionof 'the- Tast'wholesale ‘arrests in Biulmana,
dozens of wives ‘of Workers! and dfitefectuals ‘were arrested arid
tortuted famnd  some “of 'them "handed over to the court on ‘the
basis’‘of ‘the 'law for’the 'protection of the State, merely becaitse
they 'were' either receiving help ‘as’widows ‘or ‘were giving ‘help:

In"November 1926, the following pérsons’ were arrested and
tortured in Sofia and Sliwen merely bevause they were giving hielp.

Nade]da “Traikovajiia"Woman worker from?Sofia, was bmutally
tortured- in “the chief Toffices of the polnce ofi'Sofia and Slivewn.
She ‘is istill detained in prison. bsitheTy

"“The 'wife''of ' Jela " jeko! ’Dnmltrova, the m%mﬂdemd General
Secretary of the trade unions was so ‘brutally tbeaten for twenty
days 'in succession at ‘the: chief offices of the police in 'Sofia, that
on her release she 'could not mralk because -her feet were'sc
swollen in consequence 'of > her smiﬁer‘mg.-. She isi the mo‘bher of
three fatherless chitdrén.~ -

The wife and ddughteriof kaola Grabovski, the mu*der»d
deputy and lawyer, were also, tortured in the: chief office of the
police in Sofia. i

The widow of iDimo- Chad]n Dimov, the murdered: deourry.
and many other women, 'girls and boys. suffered the -same fate,
being tortured for weeks in order to extort from {kem a con-
fession as to who had received sutpport and who had given it.

o
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In Slivén more than twemnty persons, including some worien,
were arrested, undér the acéusation of having dormed a com-
mittee for the relief ‘of the political pmSoners and the survmng
relatives of the victims of the divil war. ’

The sum of 7000 leva (= 50 dollars) was taken irom this
commiftee by the police. "An “accusation of conspiracy” was
brought, against this, conumittee.

Dimiter Tchitchovski, a lawyer in Sofia, was kept in prison
on remand for two months, and “tortured and then released, only
to be arrested again in a few hours. He is, acoused of havmg
defended political prisoners as their lawyer and of having given
a small sum for the relief of widows and orphans in Sliven. He
is now to be tried for “conspiracy”.

In. connection with._ these arrests,  the Government Press
began an agitation, in which: they alleged that the subscriptions
came from Paris, (by which they mean {he, Paris-Balkan Com-
mittee for Combating the White Terror) or from the International
Red Aid. This is suificient., reason, for brangmg the victims
who receive such support or those who distribute it as “conspi-
rafors” and “elements_hostjle fo the State”, and punishing them.

Llaptchev himself. made a st'wtemeznt in Parhament as to the
“discovery, of a new, orgamsa’mon of conspirators in-connection
with the T R. A (1) ...

Blagoi Zachariev, a teacher, is bemg so'ught ‘for everywhere
because" he “is* said: “to hzve dnsmrbufred donatfons” 10 ﬁre v:ctxms
of the Wihite Jer}oi‘ H QWi

Assen Bo adjév, ﬂ'le ednor b‘ﬁ th‘g._ trade umon Jourual
“Edinstvg”, who, has been under arrest for months without any
reason, is Aml'so accused of 'havitg given' 2000 leva ‘(14 |dollars)
for the widows jand orphans of victins ol the /civill war.

A. Bildirey, a Solia lawyer was, also arrested dor having
given legal adv;ce to political prisoners. As, is well known, the
,1rxesponsw1b1e elements” prevented, all, lawyers, even the bour-
geois omnzs or those belonging to mo party, from delending
x,ormgumuitfa by sending them thrcah.mng letters and by attempis
on their life.

On the occasion of C'hrxstma»s, yﬂhe chief office of the po’Lca
prohibited ‘any icollection of ‘moitey in Sofia, Tt meani of course
only those for the victims of the White Terror, for the collections
of bourgeois philanthropic associations and”in churches were
naturally allowed to proceed ‘undisturbed,

As the direct prohibition of taterial support being given 10
the Victims of the White Terror is not provided in the barbarous
“law for the protection of tHe ‘State’”, 'the Government is now
preparing’ a mew law which pretem'ds to regulate the ‘activities
of )hulanthropm assoctations tit” which rea’lﬂy is to make the
prohihition of collectxon$ for 'the victims Of reaction legal, and
thus fill up the “gap™ in thé law for the | protectlon of the State!

On the basis uf a regulation 1excemt‘fy 1ssued by the Ministry
of Justice, all polmoal prisoners are o be removed to very remofe
prisons, so_as to re;-d;r it more dlﬁlcult o, Jhelp, them. The pri-
soners «are to be’ removed from {heir mative places and to be
isofated in remote districts.

The following case throws the most glaring light on the
baseness “and” the barbamy of the present régime’of murder in
Bulgaria.

Tn'the “district ‘prison ‘of Plovdiv “thére is a ‘faner Trom
Karlovo called Rantcho Kementchiegiev. He hds been 'sentenced
to' ideath "and 'has been ‘expecting 'the' senftetice 10 be "carried out
every day ‘o a 'year. He wds persstited as’a Commumist. AS
he ' hid "himseli'ithe aiithorities ‘declared” him to be a dangerous
conispirator. 'He was' arrested in the-following way: The wife
of an 'informer was sent from Plovdiv” to Karlovo, ostensibly to
bring relief to the victims of the "White Terrorr (1) At "her
request, the-relief was to be distributed by Rantcho Kemedchie-
gieva' personally, to whom" she was to hand over the money
persohally.  When' he put in “an’ appeéarance, i/ order to fake
over the money, he 'was arrested! This was not enough; his
mother, Rida Kemedchiegieva,' a sixty year old “woiman, was 'also
arrested: The son was semtenced to death the mother fo fiftesn
years 1mpr150mment the latter vag lan “accessory to''the crims”,
because she had concealed, her own som.....: The old mother
is still in.the prison at Plovdiv.and  has: gome:out of har mind
as a; result of physical and mental {ortures..

fn the town of Shumén, six schoolboys amd a student Wwere
arrested last’ year because: each wof themy had  given five 'leva
(about 4 cents) for 'the political prisoners; — two of them had
brothers inprison:

Two respectzd personalities, Anton Strashimirov, a Bul-
garian wriler and Marcam, an American journalist ard
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missionary who has lived in Bulgaria for many years, raised
their voices in vdin and tried to oppose the wild perseciitions
of the White Tetror and to appeal for matenial help. Both of
them paid for their ‘courage by threats on their life and a furicus
Press campaign against them. Strashimirov was even arrésted
and is now awaiting trial; Marcam, the ‘American, is threatened
with expulsion from Biflgaria, - .

The international workers and ‘pthér delégations in Bulgaria
have 'glSo tried 1o effect Some hvdfp"‘f»?}r' the Hiitigation of the
unbearable ‘situatin of the victims of''fe White Terfor. These
attempts have ‘alsty filed owing to the threats of the Government
and other obstdcles, - T v o ) :

The crulel persecutiofts in Bulgarid are still’ going of. Indeed,
the number of persons arrested atid torturél’is comstantly”in-
creasing, thé miisery dtld distress. of ‘the refatives anid’ survivors
is’ steadily growing. Just in‘this sitiration, thé necessity of help
béing given 16 the victims of reaction ‘and of the White Terror
in Bulgaria is midré wrgent thin ever. A powerful protest on
the part of the international ‘proletariat would miake it possible
to put an and fo ‘these ghastly conditions and to gain
by ‘doree the perinission to help the refatives, widows and
orphans.- The immediate demamd in the“prebSemt fight against the
White Terror i Bulghria- should be i freedom: to collect and
distribute relief, and for this fo be carried out at omce. -

_IN THE CAMP_OF SOCIAL DEMOCRACY
: . P B g ol ey ig el Sl ke ; .
© Julius Barmat before the Court.

By Artir Rosenberg (Berlin). ‘

_ As a New Year’s ‘treat for the Germian republican citizens,
the trial’ of ‘Julius Barmat before the Berlin Court Has begun.
Once more the heroic¢ deeds of this eminent man of the 2nd Imter-
national ‘will be before the public. It is calculated that the Bar-
mat trial will last nine montlis, The deed of acousation is publi-
shed in the form of a thick book. In .addition to Barmat, a
dozen other accused will appear who comie into question as
accomplices in his profiteéring’ transactions. = o

‘The Barmat scandal in 1925 brought about the fall of a
former Gérman Chancellor ' (Bauer), the active German . Post-
master General (Hoefle), the active Police President of Berlin
(Richter). Three “Reichstag” deputies had to resign their man-
dates because of the Barmat scandal, i, e. the two already named,
Bauer and Hoefle and further the deputy Lange-Hegermann.
Oi the politicians mf;ntidned,’Ba;;‘lerjapg Richter belonged. to 'the
S.P. of Germany, Hoefle and Lange.Hegermann to thé¢ Centre
party. Heilmann, the President of the Prussian “Landtag” frac-
tion of the S.P. of Germany, admifted that he tad taken part
in the Barinat undertakingd as a meritbet of the board of direc-
tors and had been in the habit of advising Barmat in his
business. Mr. Heilmann however did not find it necessary to
act in ‘dccordance with' this; he is still a leader of Prussian
Social - Democracy. . ' '

Nevertheléss the casualty list of the Barmat batfle is. long
enough. Germany has never previously experienced a similar
alfair. The fate of Hoefle, the Postmaster Gengral was: particu-
larly dramatic. So to.speak over night, he bhad to resign: his
office and -his. “Reichstag” mandate, he was arrested on remand
and died in prison. iDeputy Lange-Hegermann was excluded
from. the Centre fraction, but, for the time being, retained his
mandate. in, the “Reichstag”, He is one -of. the accused in the
present.irial. Gustay Bauer was excluded from the S.P. of (Ger-
many, when the. impression-of the Barmat scandal was fresh;
some time later, when the wave of excitement had subsided, he
returned to the bosom eof Social Democracy. Richter’s member-
ship of the S.P. of Germany was not.even.challenged. On: the
whole it can be s‘ated that the Social Demgtratic leaders bore
the Barmat accusations with unexampled cysiicisui These gefitle-
men; felt so certain in: the possession .ot the -party -apparatus,
that they. imagined they could: weather this storm too. . -

" Julius Barmat’s activities were examined' in detail in 1925
by two ‘investigation committees, that of the Reichstag and of
the Prussian Landtag. The proceedings dragged on for ‘miany
months  and led to stormy scenes., Thus the trial before the
regular ‘Court- will 'only bring an akiermath. At the baginning
of 1025, Julius Barmat; who proudly called ihimself General
Director, was arrested in his castle of Schwanenwerder: near

Potsdam and senf to the Berlin detention prison. After some
time, however, Barmat was released,. ostensibly because of his
shattered health. Now he is again liying in Schwarnenwerder.
and again’ calls himself genera] director. Colmpare this with the
fate’ of the political: prisoners in ‘Germany, helonging to the. pro-
letariat; not a soul’ troubles about their, condition of healtgr

.. Julius Barmat used- to say af.his examinations by the In-
vestigation. Committees that he was only the victim of political
intrigues, that he was being persecuted rand. yuined because-
was ‘a. Socialist and.a Jew! In reality, the damage . suffered by
the, German State through Barmatls affairs, amounts to about
100 million gold marks.- Half of this: sum was withdrawa from.
the - Prussian National, Bank by Banmat in 1924 through . his
credit speculations. The other half of the loss. is to be attribwued
to, his-other business transactions; especially his supply -of food-
stuffs to Germany. C B
. During the 'Great; War, Barmat was seftled in Holland as
a.merchant and speculator. When the .zeyolution broke ouwt in
Central Europe; he suddenly discovergd that he was a Socialist.
He: tried to get into touch withh Dutch: Secial Democracy, with
the: 2nd  Internatiomal: and.then with the §,P. of Germany. He
came to Berlin, managed fo be received by President Ebert
and . immedialely uaderstood -how t¢ make. goad, business. out
of his. relations to the first, men of; the S,P. ¢f Germany. , .

.. «At that time, in- 1919/20, Germany. was still suffering from
the after-effects of the. blockade.. War. rationing: was- still 1o a
large extent in force, the imporfation ef -fped was. centralised.
Barmat secured from the German: Government orders to supply
foodsiufis om a large scale. Barmat’s Dutch: firm; the. Amexima
(Amsterdam Export and Import. .Association) delivered enor-
mous quantities of condensed: milk: efc; to, starving Germany.
At that time, Robert Schmidi, the Social- Democratic. Minister,
was head of the food supply department.. The detailed pro-
ceedings before the Investigation Committee of the Reichstag
did net, it is true, bring any proof that Schmidt personally
accepted bribes from Barmat. As a frignd of the leading men
of the S.P. of Germany however; Barmat had so much autho-
nity in the Ministry, that he was. able to. impose his own con-
ditions of supply and could thus cause very serious -imjury to
the: National Treasury. In addition to this, Barmat darried
through -a large nimmber of other tramsactions of ‘a dubious
character, in which he was eagerly helped by the Social Demo-
crats Bauer and Heilmann. e e —_—

- Dur..ingxtha;;me of .inflation, Bamlatkires.ld.edmgrangwgﬂélﬁ
in Berlin #s, a #Stdack Eschange . ‘Hiey was, surrounded by
4 circle of ’*faitﬁfulﬁadhe’renggfarﬂ ?a%%sﬁ\ﬁts, wome of the most
promifent-of whom was Richter; the President of - the- Berkin
polige. -+ : Lo TR i
P ‘Then came stabilisation, and Barmat had to transform his
system. At that time the public coffers of Germany were filled
with large sums of mioney. which .had been withdrawn irom
industry by taxatibn. Anyone wwith' 'tuck afid good commectiotis
could get this money on loan. Supportéd by recommendations
of leading Social Democrats, Bammat secured an introduction to
the Prussian. National Bank, the “Seehandlung”, which lept him
many millions in return for “securijties” of a most doubtiul
nature. ‘At that time also Barmat enigred:into connection; with
the Natipnal Ministry. for Posts and procured large sums. from
the money reserves of the post. Heefle and: Lange-Hegermann
were also inyolyed. The greater par: ofthe gigantic sums which
Barmat got hold of in this. way were swallowed up by -his
congern. Barmat wanted 1o be 4. gecond Stinnes; he bought up
industrial concerns. wherever he; coul¢t get:-them, owverreached
himself; and this #s what led io- his- bankeaptey and arrest..

i «The political-significance. of  the. Barmat scandal lies in the
fact:that the leading -clique of the .S.P. of Germany was dis-
credited in an unexampled way, for it -was chiefly: the old.Right
Socialists, leaders of ‘the Party, whe tbad committed themseives
with. Banmat. ; The Barmiat case shows to ‘what. extravaganres
the coalition policy of the S:P. bl-‘Germany will lead. Those
whio in theory are in.favour of-co-operation with the’ capitalists,
are-soon-led in pradtice into Boards' of Directors. It was a peou-
liar misfortune of the leaders of the S.P:.ofiGermany that in
doing -so théy found themselves”idothe 'doubtiul Board: of Direc-
torsiof théBarmat concern: and ‘were immlicated in the Barmat
failure. The bourgeois politicians of '‘Germany, ‘having ‘more
experiente in this field, join solid boavds 6f directors -in which
they are spared accidents of this -kind. i
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