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Theses on the International lSimatiOn and the Tasks of the
Communist International.

I. THE ECONOMICS OF WORLD CAPITALISM.

1. The development of international relations in recent times
wholly and completely confinms the estimation given by previous
Enlarged Plenums of the E.C.C.I. The fact of capitalist stabili-
sation (the increase of world production, increase of international
trade, regulation of the currency, etc.) in spite of assertions of

the leaders of the Opposition, Zinoviev, Trotsky, etc., to the con- -

trary is undoubted. On the other hand, the partial and unenduring
character of this stabilisation is undoubted also, and this is ex-
pressed in the feverish'changes in economic conditions, in the
extreme unevenness of development, in the enormous contra-
dictions between the producing capacity of the productive appa-
ratus and the actual dimensions of production, and the absolu-
tely exceptional dimensions of chronic unemployment. A parti-
cularly important factor causing a breach in the process of
capitalist stabilisation is the growth of Socialism in the
U.S.S.R,, the decline of British capitalism, the exceptionally
ga,cu1c‘ehclass struggle in -England and the great national revolution
m nina.

2. To determine the tactics of the Communist Parties at
the present time, the question of capitalist stabilisation can no
longer be presented in its general form. A distinction must
be made between approximately six groups of countries, each
having sharply expressed special features of development:
1) United States, a country of still poweriul and developing
capitalism (here may be included Japan, and partly the British
Dominions, etc., where capitalist development is proceeding,
while at a refarded rate, but for all that, in a rising curve).
2) The U.S.S.R., a country of growing Socialist construction.
3) England, a country of continuous and sharply expressed
decline of capitalism, 4) Germany and France, European coun-
tries where stabilisation of capitalism, although in various
forms, at the present time, is most successful. 5) Chronically
decaying and partly becoming agrarianised countries (Austria,
partly Poland, Czechoslovakia, etc.) in some of which, however,
the objective tasks of the agrarian revolution have not yet
been solved (the practical sabotage of the so-called “agrarian
reforms”) and 6) the colonial and semi-colonial countries in
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some of which direct civil war is proceeding (China, and Indo-
nesia) and-where there can be no talk of stabilisation.

3. In spite of the relative stabilisation of capitalism, capi-
talism is experiencing a peculiar crisis -which is not-in any

way a “normal’. crisis of capitalist over-production. While pre-

war- crises were crises of capitalist over-production, while the
crisis_immediately following the war was a shortage crisis
for Europe (under-production and wunder-consumption simul-
taneously) the present crisis of over-production at the basis of
which — as has been observed in several countries — has
even a considerable increase in the productive capacity of the
productive apparatus as well as the decline in the purchasing
capacity of the masses, is to a considerable degree the con-
tinuation of the shortage crisis, for at the present time under-
consumption is due to the impoverishment of the masses and
to the exhaustion of the home markets as a result of the world
war.,

4. Such a situation brings to the forefront the problem of
markets. While in the U.S.S.R. developing Socialist industry
relies on the increasing demand on the pant of the masses of
the people whose standard of living is mising, in bourgeois
countries this is substituted by a quest for foreign markets. The
development and growing acuteness of imperialist confliots
is the inevitable result of the whole system of relations now
being established. Consequently, the present period may be
defined as an inter-revolutionary period, as a stage between
the crest of one revolutionary wave and another, to which
the process of historical development is inevitably leading and
the probably early outbreak of which the Communist Parties
must be prepared,

il. THE RE-GROUPING OF THE POWERS AND THE
PRINCIPAL LINES OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICS.

5. The most characteristic fact of modern conditions is
the transference of economic centres and consequently the
centres of political and military power to the non-European
countries, primarily to the United States of America, which has
become the creditor of the European states and which has now

obtained the hegemony of the world market. While it is not
- possible to speak of the conversion of the economy of Europe,
into a part of the economy of the United States of America,
while it would be an exaggeration to say that Europe has
been placed on American rations, there is no doubt whatever
about the exceptional role now being played by the United
States. Anglo-American rivalry to a considerable degree deter-
mines the regrouping of the Imperialist Powers. Great Britain’s
attempt to win back her position on the Continent by the aid of
the Locarno Pact were defeated by the United States. This in
its turn cleared the road to Franco-German ' rapprochement,
although the United States is placing obstacles to tthe realisation
of closer rapprochement. Of considerable importance for the
further growth of the advantage of the United States are the
South American countries which represent extensive markets
for the manufactures of industries as well as spheres for the
investment of capital and rich sources for the supply of: the
raw materials of industry.

The national revolutionary movement in Mexico however,
must be regarded as a factor counteracting the advantage of the
United States. Other important facts are: the conversion of
France into an industrial country and the economic revival of
Germany, simultaneously with the economic decline of Eng-
tand and 'the advancement of Italy. This has brought about the
collapse of the Versailles Peace and a radical re-grouping of
the Powers, the collapse of the Big Entente and the disintegra-
tion of the League of Nations as the instrument of “Allied”
politics.

6. The stages of this liquidation were as follows: a) Ver-
sailles ‘and later the occupation of the Ruhr, America keeps
aside. France has hegemony in Europe. Germany politically
goes to the bottom. b) France cannot digest the occupation, and
suffers defeat. America and England intervene. The Dawes Plan.
Germany begins ro rise. c¢) Locarno. The hegemony of Eng-
land, utilising the failure of France. Political playing up and
corresponding concessions to Germany in exchange for the
latter’s coldness towards the U.S.S.R. The promise to accept
Germany into the League of Nations and the beginaing of
Germauy’s “Western orientation”. American capital begins to
flow into German economy.
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d). Geneva. America lightly squeezes England.. Germany
enters the League of Nations and obtains a seat on the League
Council. The beginning of the change in Franco-German rela-
tions. e)- The Conterence at Thoiry. A re-grouping takes place
in the League of Nations. By its “peacetul” policy towards
Germany, France attracts to herself a number of smail countries
and thus obtains the majority in the League and in the Council
of the League. A madical re-grouping of forces. In Thoiry
agreement is reached and France makes a number of con-
cessions in exchange for the redemption of the Saar Basin and
the mobilisation of German railway bonds. America upsets the
agreement, but the bloc remains. The collapse ol Versailles is
accelerated. Partly as a counter-balance to the Franco-German
bloc, the Anglo-Italian Bloc is formed. Italy strives to straighten
out the anti-Soviet front by joining it. Antagonisms with France
become more “acute (Mediterranean Sea, North Africa, Balkan
countries, Asia Minor). Simultaneously -with the re-grouping
of the Powers, the Small Entente began to break up. Poland
which had passed from French oricntation fo a British orieata-
tion, again inclines towards France; French ‘influence in the
Balkans is being squeezed out by British and Italian imperial-
ism; conflicts are accumulating among the Balkan States giving
nise to the menace of fresh wars from this side also.

7. The general tendency is an anti-Soviet tendency which,
led by England, is laying a road through all the antagonisms
among the imperialists. The Western orientation of Germany,
the new direction of Italian policy, Poland, the system of treaties
of the Russian berder States and Roumania, 'the Italian-Rou-
manian and the Franco-Roumanian treaties, Britain’s activity
in the Baltic, the Balkans, Persia and Afghanistan, etc., ail
this is the expression of the above-meniioned principal tendency.
There iis not the slightest doubt about the tendency towards
the encirclement of China in -order to switch its development
on to national-capitalist lines under the hegemony of foreigu
capital, if it ‘is found impossible directly to suppress the na-
tional revolution.

8. While this. tendency is proceeding, the antagonisms
among the imperialist powers have not diminished in the least,
the antagomsms between Great Britain and the United States
are the most important. Screened by the pacifist phrases and
gestures of the League of Nations, preparations are being made
for monstrous wars. The surging development of militarism,
the enormwous growth of the technique of war (aviation and
chemistry principally) completely exposes the real sense of
pacifist utopias generally, the so-calied “Pan-European” ddeol-
ogy in particular and especially ithe Social Democratic chatter
about “peace” which is serving as a screen to conceal the plans
of bellicose imperialism and calculated to deceive the workers
and weaken their vigilence in the face of the growing menace
of fresh imperialist wars.

General conclusion: The unendurable character of the pre-
sent agreements and groupings is a characteristic feature of
the present time. This expresses, not only the extreme instability
of present economic conditions, but also the instability of ca-
pitalism as a whole and the relative character of capitalist sta-
bilisation,

IIl. RE-GROUPING OF CLASS FORCES AND THE PRIN-
CIPAL LINES OF HOME POLITICS.

9. While the foreign stabilisation policy of the bourgeoisie
proceeds along the line of fighting for foreign markets, its
home policy, — from the class point of view — results in in-
creased pressure upon the working class and the broad masses
of the toilers generally, the diminution of the share of the
latter in the national income and a sharp increase in ‘the degree
of their exploitation. This process proceeds in various forms
and has its limits mainly in the varying degree of resistance put
up by the working class. Here economics directly combine with
politics and the very process of stabilisation becomes a question
of the class struggle.

10. In Germany the starting point of the stabilisation of
capitalism, the strengthening of her economy and her State
apparatus was the defeat ot the proletariat in the autumn of
1923; a defeat which was preceded by a number of severe
battles. The enormous reduction in the purchasing power of
the masses side by side with an exceptionally difficult foreign
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_political situation in which the German bourgeoisie found itseli,
pdrticularly the lack of its “own colonies”, resulted in Spe-
cially intensive eftorts being made to introduce rationalisation
{n industry and increase the pressure upon’ the proletariat. On
the “ other hand, the 'preceding defeats’ of ‘the’ masses  of the
workers prepared the ground tor the success of Germian capital.

" Here the resistance ot ithe working class is expressed ini the
wide swing to the Left of large masses’ which, however, have
not’ yet taken 4p active forms of’ defensive fighting although
the beginning of the intensificaiion of the class struggle in
Germany is already having efiect. Simultaneously, the bour-
geéoisie provides itself with a supplementary - guarantee by
pericdically calling the Social Democracy to the helm of the
State.

11. In England, the attempt to aftack and increase the
pressure on the working class roused the tremendous resistance
on the part of the latter, which found its expression in the
General Stnike and the heroic strike of the British. miners.
From this point of view, the miners’ strike has enormous
importance in principle. The position of Great Britain in the
world market and the extreme probability of its further decline,
dauses the siruggle as a whole to become more and more
acute and England to become the European country approxi-
mating most to a revolutionary situation. The further polarisa-
tion of class forces is rapidly taking place. (The break up
of 'the Liberals and their going over to the Conservatives,
the growing revolutionary mood of the working class, the dis-
crediting of the trade union bureaucracy and the leaders of
the Labour Party, etc.) The probability of stabilisation here
becomes more and more questionable.

12. In Framce as a result of the policy of stabilising the
currency and also as a result of the establishment of inter-
national cartfels, the question of stabilisation has come to the
forefront in comparatively recenmt times,

Under the government of the Leit bloc, the most powerfal
financial, industrial” and commercial groups brought about an
arififical depreciation of the franc in order to bring their place-
iman Poincare to the helm of the State. These groups are
. prepared to allow the elements of the Left bloc to take part

in’ the Poincare Government for the purpose of neutralising
the pe'ty-bourgeoisie. _ T
The political premise for stabilisation found its expression
in the viatory of .Poincare, the representative of the iaterests
of the big bourgeoisie. Meanwhile the working olass failed
to mobilise its own forces or that of the peity-bourgeoisie for
the purpose of organising general resistance. On the basis of
- the Experits’ Plani and the temporary measures for the stabili-
sation of the currency Poincare is carrying fhrough a pelicy
_of stabilising thé currency by raising the fate of exchange,
balanding the Budget, amortising the floating deblt of the Go-
vernment and the regulation of the money market. The pres-
sure upon the working class is only just commencing simul-
taneously’ with the po%itcy of deflation. The question of acute
class struggles here is a question of the relafively and riot
distant future. S '

+'13. In Italy, Poland; etc., the stabilisation policy of the
bourgeoisie -found expression in: Fascist " revolutions relying
‘upon - the deceived sections. of the toiling masses, principally
the pefty-bourgeoisie, and in the destruction of the vanguard
of the proletarian movement, ... - ‘
However, as a ‘consequence of the impoverishmient of the
masses, — the constant result of capitalist stabilisation — and

~the inevitable transfer of fascism fo the camp of the big bour- '

geoisie, a mew re-grouping -is taking place among the masses
of the petty-bourgeoisie, the small peasantry and the deceived
section of the profetariat which will mecessarily result in acute
social conflicts. All this creates a serious menace to the position
of Fasdism. '

. 14." Scandinavia. Here class antagonisms, with the excep-
tion. of Finland have not become greatly developed, but these
class anifagonisms will become acute with the process of stabi-
lisation. As a’ result of the treachery of the Social Democrats,
the acuteness. of the class struggles finds its expression in
the striving in the ranks of the proletariat towards trade union
unity, fo increased demands, in increased activity and partial
battles. In Finland this process is ‘accelerated by the reign of
white terror. s ' ' '

have 1ed o particularly intensi

. crease in wages and a rising standand of

15/ On the'Basis 'of this offensive and’ on’ the basis ‘of the
relative strengthemng . of’. the ‘bourgeois Staie apparatus, the
Social Democrats, who have played ihe part of saviours of the
bourgeois regime at fnoét critical momen.s, are beitig squeezed
out of the' Govérnments,’ s ‘ -

16, Thus i various forms is revealed a single regular
tendency emferging from the post-war economics of capitalism.
The social-ciass “limits ‘of capitalist ® stabilisation ‘are fixed” by
the resistarice pu{ up by the working class, its ability to 'tho-
bilise "it§ foices to resist the capitalist ofiensive for 'which ' the
capitalist class is -organising special detachments, groups and

parties. © ' o » L
IV. METHODS OF CAPITALIST RATIONALISATION.
17. Thus, the. starting point of -the stabilisation policy of
the bourgeoisie is the diréct pressure upon the working class,
increasing the working day (attacks on the working aay and

legislation to increase the working day in a number of coun-
tries), reductions of wages, increased taxation of. the prole-

" tariat and the broad masses of fthe toilers generally.

18. 1he next step is the reorganisation of labour and the
“Fordisation” of the whole process of production (conveyers,
nioving plaiforms, standardisation, new methods of sub-
division of labour, timing operations, etc.); the organisation of
production and trade into cartels and trusts (the establishment
ol enormous vertical and horizontal combines, concerns, eic.);
the introduciion of new technique (new machinery, electrification,
new melhods of working up metals, utilisation of chemistry, the
employment of Diesel engines in water transport, etc.), which —
under present conditions, leads to further increase in unemploy-
ment and the reduction of the standard of living. ‘a

19. The principal bases of this process are: America and
Germany, partly France and even Italy. Special attention. should
be paid to the absolutely exceptional growth of trusts in

. Germany where the largest types of combines jn the world: have
- -been established and which herself is.- conming forward as a
. powerful economic. force in the establishiment of. irdternational

cartels; amd 4rusts. (For example, the European steel- combine,
and. others.), - . - . R R T S ST

- 20. The greatest difficulty that: has 4o be met in fntroducing
capitalist rationalisation in European countries is the contradic-

- tion between 'the necessity for mass production, which:'#s ¢on-

nected with technical progress and the’ “Fordisation” ‘of pro-

+ duction, ‘and the weakness of the home markets:"which i ren-

dered still more acuté by the pressure upon:the working class.
Under. . these . conditions ., rationalisation jitself -indvitably

. agguires a contradiciorycharacter:: to the, extent -that it -aims

to adapt industry to the home market it results in therestriction

..of profluction, in the, closing down.of .a inumber of enténprises,
...im ., “strict ,concentration’’? and, .at times 40 the. sharp increase: in
. gustoms duties. At the same time the {standardisation’.of
;. production , pre-supposes.. mmbs : production, .mass. .incredse .of

produgtion and. consequently, mass increase; in. sales.. . the,po-

gosition. of  Germany s -particulasly difficult, for i the near

future 'she -will have to increase her repargtion; payments.. 1he

faqt that she has been stjueezed, out of the world markets and
. {he ‘golossal reduction of the pur

chasing. capacity, of the, masses
.eiforts, being: miade 1o, ratio-

. naljsé production and to incrgase the. pressure upon . the, prole-

tarfat, Such ;a state of ‘affairs-.must lead to the contradictions
inherent in the development of German capitalism becoming

" extremely acute, in $pife of jts currenf siccesses

: A fs

..1Even in the United States, the classic land of “Amervoam

.sation” ithe harmful., efiects; upon the working class and the

contradictory. character of the whole system -of “Americanisation”
is, being -felt. Recently.the real wages of the working class have
ceased to rise, working hours have practically. ceased to- decline
and at the same time it is observed that the workers.are be-
‘coming ' more and more “worn out” in the process of production.

. ‘21..ﬁamﬁow@lﬁ‘sla»tion in.the U, S..S. R. fsharpl)x differs. from
rationalisafion in capitalist countries. both .in principles as well
as in its direat economic effect. It differs in principle because
it is fot capitalist rationalisation, and . seryes :the,;development
of Sodialism and not capitalism. It differs directly because it
takes' place on the basis of a rapid increase sin production,
increase in the number of workers emplp‘yed in.industry, in-

€ ‘ living. of .the, masses,
with the guarantee that the working day will not be increased.
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* V. SEVERAL QUESTIONS OF PRINCIPLE OF THE
~ MOMENT.

22, O_ne of the quesmibns‘ of principle at the present time

"is the question of witra-imperiasism in connection wikh the

question of capitalist stabilisation. ‘Lhe economic impossibility
of ultradimperialism is proved by the unevenness of deveiop-
ment and the acute antagonism of interest between the various
imperialist States (c. f. Comrade Trotsky’s under-estimation of
this point). This finds its political expression .in the extreme
instability of political agreements and blocs between States and
also in the aisruption of the League of Nations, which dis-
ruption reflects Anglo-French antagonism. The universal growth
of mistarism also refutes the ultra-imperialist theory, the role
of which is: 1. to weaken the vigilance of the proletariat; 2. to
serve in ‘the hands of the German impenialists as a means fto
preach ithe necessity for ‘“common” colonial possession, i. e.
the restoration of the colonies to Germany; 3) as an instrument
of propaganda against the U. 8. S. R. which refuses to join
the League of Nations; 4. as an instrument of propaganda
agalinst the colonial revolutions which are disturbing “ultra-
imperialist” peace.

23. In connection with the economic growth of Germany
and the consolidation of German capitalism, the question of
German imperialism arises. In so far as Germany was 4
vanquished ani plundered country, put on her knees by the
victortious imperialism of the Entente, and consequently became
a country able, under certain conditions to conduct a just war
of defence for national liberation against the imperialists of the
Entenite, and to ithe extent that the defence of her independence
was sabotaged by the bourgeoisie, the task of the Communists
was to stir up the hesitant and cowardly resistance of the
Germian bourgeoisie to the imperialism of the Entente by securing
the acfive intervention of the masses of the toilers. In this
case it was necessary to expose the capitalists as the betrayers
of the whole German nation and to lead the proletariat against
the foreign imperialists as the only genuine fighters for the
liberation of the whole country. At ‘the same time the German
working class was obliged to exert all efforts to bring about
the speedy downfall of the German bourgeoisie and hasten the
establishment of the German Soviet Republic. For this reason
the working class could not put the question of national defence
for Germany in the same manner as it would have had to do
in the case of an imperialist Germany, but it had to proceed
from the special conditions of ithat stage of development in
which: Germiany was at that time. :

This was the situation during the occupation of the Ruhr.
But the economic rise of Germany, the internal consolidation of
its ‘monopolistic capitalism, the leading role it plays in im-
perialist international - combines, its “Western” orientation and
its effort to secure the return of its colonies, all testify to the
revival of German imperialism. In this connection, the reply

-to the guestion of the national -defence of Germany must be in

the negative, as it s in the case of other imperialist’ countries.

" groups of "Right and “Left” ‘oppositions in

24; The Communist International has regarded. and still
regards. the U.S.S. R. as the most important stronghdld of inter-
natiomal " revolution.” The efforts ‘of Social Dethocracy and its
followers, the Communist renégades (as. well as ‘the insignificant
DUPS R i ; the Cdmintern
endouraged By the coriduct of the opposition in the C.P.S.U.)
to present the surging ‘economic growth of the U.S.S.R: as a
process of “kulak” degeneration are resolutely repudiated by the
Communist International.” Objectively those éfforts ‘merely serve
the interests of the class enemies of the proletariat. The Enlarged

“Plenum -is of ‘the opinion that there ean 'be no place’ in the
.ranks of the Communist International for those' who' régard -

the U.S.S.R. as a capitalist country and who deny the dictator-

ship: of the proletariat.

"25. The struggle for nétionallivber;aﬁon in China‘.bri“n.gs up

" before the Communist International the question of the principal

perspectives by ‘which the Chinese Section, supported by all the
Sections of the Communist International should be guided. This
priticipal perspective is the path of the ihdependent development
of China in alliance with the proletariat of the U.S.S.R. and
of the wholeé world (see Comrade Lenin’s thesis on this question

- at the Second Congress of the Communist International), the
development’ of . China as. distinot from its capitalist develop- -

ment’ with its-inevitable accompaniment of the guardianship of
o i NETE ; A : L

foreign capital. While the principal task of the moment is the
united front of all the national revolutionary forces, including
the anti-imperialist sections of the bourgeoisie, on the other
hand, it s recessary immediately to raise the question of
satistying the fundamental needs of the peasantry and to bring
the latter into alliance with the artisans and the rural and
industrial proletariat of China, and to prepare the Chinese pro-
letariat for the role of leader of the Chinese Revolution.

26. A question of principle of the present moment in ca-
pitalist countries is that of our attitude towards capitalist ra-
tionalisation. As opposed to Social Democracy, which conceives
its task to be to support the strengthening of the capitalist
regime and therefore wholly supports capitalist rationalisation,
the Communists cannot and must not undertake the task of
assisting capital to improve its economy. Communists cannot be
opposed to improved technique or improved sysems of organis-
ing labour, but under the conditions of capitalism it cannot
undertake the task of concerning itself with such matters. The
task of the Communists lies on an altogether different plane,
and may be summarised as follows: 1. To combat capitalist
stabilisation. 2. To combat every attempt to depress the con-
ditions of the working class as a result of capitalist pseudo-
rationalisation. 3. To Tight to raise the standard of living of
the working class. 4. To fight for the dictatorship of the pro-
fetariat and the Socialist organisation of production. 5. To op-
pose capitalist rationalisation by Socialist rationalisation.

At the same time the Communists must combat “economic
democracy” based on class co-operation and strive fo secure,
by irreconcilable class struggle against the employers, an ex-
tension of the powers of the factory committees right up to
workers’ control of production and distribution. This militant
task of the class struggle must be the reply of the Communist
Parties to capitalist rationalisation.

VI. THE CAPITALIST OFFENSIVE AND THE CHANGES

IN THE POSITION OF THE WORKING CLASS.

27. In connection with the capitalist offensive against the
working class, which offensive is the expression of the bourgeois
policy of stabilisajion; on the other hand, in connection with the
growth and strengthening of the U.S.S.R., a process is ob-
served in the majority of countries of the masses of the workers
swinging to the left. This process is going on in various forms
in accordance with the special circumstances prevailing in the
respective countries. '

28. In England, the country of the decline of dapiftalism,
the efforts at stabilisation made by the bourgeoisie gave rise
to a gnandiose strike. On the basis of this sirike, which is
being sabotaged and betrayed by the higher officials of the
trade union bureaucracy, a process of the ideological growth
of the workers is developing, their abandonment of the influ-
ence of the official leaders, disappointment with the “democratic”
constitution of the State, etc. This in turn gives rise to the
growth of the Mirnority Movement, the growth of the influence
of the Communist Parnty of Great Britain and of the influence
of the Soviet Union, the workers of which came to the as-
sistance of the miners, etc. The swing to the Left of the Bnitish
working - class, which is faced with great obstacles and meeis
with the exceptionally strong resistance of the trained and
experienced ‘“labour lieutenants of the capitalist class”, has a
profound historical basis and is.of enormous significance for
the destiny of the whole of the labour movement.

29. The swing to the Left in European countries which

. are becoming stabilised (principally’ Germany) is not taking

the form of active battles at the present time, but extremely
peculiar and complex forms: ithe trade union opposition, the

 Left opposition among working class Social Democrats (as

distinct from their;leaders) labour delegations to the U.S.S. R,
various voluntary societies, like the Red Ex-Service Men’s
League, Committees of Action (Italy); the collapse of fthe Ca-

" tholic “National” Parties (the Catholic labour “centre” of Ger-

many; the IMalian organisations); ithe vote against the “Ruling
Houses” in‘ Germany, the general labour conferences in Italy,
unemiployed organisations, “Congress” of toilers in Germmany,
various kinds of “Unity Committees” connedted with the fight
for the united .ttalde "union front (France), etc.

".-30. In backward countries and countries slipping back into
agrarianism, (in which the contradiction between the productive
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capacify and its utilisation makes necessary the resiriction of
the productive apparatus), these processes are extremely ham-
pered by the terror exercised by the bourgeoisie and the Tand-
lords, (the brutal terror in Yugoslavia, Hungary, Roumanin,
Bulgaria, Poland). Even in these couniries, however, these ten-
dencies are to be observed. (1he Peasantry becoming radical,
class trade union movements, disintegration of social democracy,
workers’ and peasants’ ‘bloc, growilr of national liberation
movements, etc.). In colonial and semi-colonial couniries in which
there are revolutionary movemen!s (China, India,” Indonesia,
Syria'and Coast of North Africa), this “swing to the Left” bears
an altogeiher diiferent character, i. e. the character of drawing
into active “struggle the hitherto indifferent, oppressed and
ignorant masses.

31." The' counter-tendencies are: 1. so-called “Americanisa-
tion” of the. lTabour micvement most zealously supported by the
trade unidh and Social Democratic bureaucracy (profit-sharing,
labour banks, workers’ and employers’ unions, efc.), the delibe-
rave policy of splitting the working class and of creating a thin
stratum of privileged, new labour aristocracy, which can serve
as a reliable bulwark for the capitalist bourgeoisie; 2. the ten-
dency towards the temiporary strengthening ot Social Dembocracy
due to the Social Democratic pariies taking up the opposition
(due partly to the pressure of the Lelt-swinging masses, but
chiefly due to the'fact that as the bourgecisie becomes stronger
in many coun'r‘es, they mo longer require the service of the
Social Democrats). 3. The Fascist movement, which in peculiar
forms takes advantage of the disconfent of the petty-bourgeois
masses and sometimes even ol part of the more backward work-
ers and diverts this discontent to other channels, smashes up the
vanguard of the workers and creates a bulwark for bourgeois
domination.

VIi. THE PRINCIPAL TASKS OF THE COMINTERN AT
THE PRESENT  TIME.

32. At the present time, one of ithe most dmportant inter-
national tasks of the Comintern is to support the most important
ceritres of the internationdl revolutionary movement: the
U.S.S.R,, the British workers and the Chinese Revolution. At
the same time %he Comintern must not lose sight of the fact that
in Germany, the country in whiich the bourgeoisie has achieved
more successes in its efforts at stabilisation than ithe bourgeoisie
in-other couniries, in spite of this relative stabilisation anil pre-
cisely on the basis of the class struggles which will unfold and
grow o a much greater extent in the future, a diredt revolu-
tionary situa‘ion wiill arise. The Enlarged Plenum of the
E.C.C:1. places on record that almost all the Panties of the
Ceommunrst International- have failed to exert sufficient energy
m supporting the British strike and the Chinese Revolution.
A most de‘ermifned fight must be put up against the inter-
ventionist pans of immperialism, against ithe attemyit at British
armed intervention in China, against the continuation of the
unequal treaties with China, against anii-Soviet war treaties
ani secret conventicms, etc. Such action will serve as a {fest
of the abilities of the Parties in the event of a much more dif-
ficult #ask arising, namely, the task of combatting war.

33. The fight against the menace of war must also be
emphasised. It is necessary ruthlessly do expose the “pacifist”
“I'an-European” and other utopias of the Social Democrats and
the bourgeoisie. An essential #ask is to bring to the front
in every cay agiation a campaign against the menace of fresh
imperialist wars. At the same time it must be explained to the
proletariat how imminent is the danger of war and the neces-
sity #» be prepared to convert imperialist war into civil war.
Systenmdic exp'anafion of the role of the League of Nations
as an organ of imwerialism, the exposure of the fialse ani non-
sensi] itea of “democratising” it, the svreading of informa-
tion concerning the actual growth of militarism and its mon-
strous rlans of chemvoal, bacteniological and air warfare, the
exnosure of war treoties and agreements, the explanmation of
the purpose of bourgeois policy directed towards crushing the
cen‘res of in‘ernztional revolution — all this must serve as
part of the most important obligations of Communists.

34. To combat rhe capitalist offensive in all its forms and
to combat the worsening of the conditions of the proletariat
as i result of eapifa¥ist rationalisation is the basis of the work
of all Sections of the Comintern fighting in capitalist countries.

The lergth of ‘the' working ‘day, wages amd” vnemployment #ie:
the principal questions in this' struggle. ‘1t 'is the 'duty of ‘the
Communtsts” to stand in the ‘fromt ranks of -this~ strugigle'iand
advance and formulate the ' demands of - the ‘workers - iv! his
sghere. The' Sihour day: must be ‘defended against 4fl apacks
made ‘upon #t. - A SR P

35. Symilicianéously . with the trwstification’ of ‘productionthe
social powkr of the bourgeoisie ‘inoreases: and’ this inéreases
ihe ‘necessity ‘for more determined resisiance and defensivdsact
ton -on the part of the proletariat, Consequently, #he United
Fromt of ihe working ¢lass’ is wmiore necédSary ilan  ever: it
was. The task diso warises of resisting the plan ‘of the Bous-:
geoisie to ‘split the' labour -movement and to rely!' upon: the
stratum of privilegéd workers in order to bring pressire upon
thé' fest and fo nuake-the distinction betweers the employed and
the unemployed more profound, to use unemloyment- as: a
menice ol keep those workers who are émployed  in @a''state
of fenr and depression. The establishment of a - united: general
labour front in the face of combined ‘trust capiialism, mmust there--
fore-be the imperntive task of'the day. The propaganda ef this
unity in the siruggle and for the struggle, the carrying out ‘of
ihe {actics of ithis unity in deed and the rutlitess exposure of all
reformist treachery, “defeatism, - wavering ‘and ‘going ovér to the:
cnemy, must lie at the basis of the. whole tacticalline of the’
Communist ' arties. In‘this, every dorm in which the provess of
ihe so-called “swinging to the- Leit” iof- the working ciass fnds-
expression, ‘should "be utilised. The latter process i the base
for the correct and sucdessful carrying out:of the tatlics of ‘the
uni‘ed front by the Comsunist Farties: . =7« >t

.36. The growing acuteness of class antagonisms will lead:
to contflicts, particularly to the:é&xtent that the processiof capi--
talist -rationalisation will comé up against. almost insuperable
obstacles. The mobilisation of the masses for this strugple, the
guidance of this mass struggle,:-the:exercise ol increasing: in-:
fluerice upon this struggle and the carrying out of an’ adiive
policy of maintaining contact with and guiding the masses, must:
be the immediate task of the Communist Parties.”In ‘this must’
be. borné in' mind the €éxceptional 'imiportance of work inthe
Trade Unions as the most extensive organisations of 'the wor-
king class, which in the conditions of the sharp ‘“ecdnoic”
capitalist  offensive, acquires exceptional: significance. Theé: Com--
munist Parties cannot, at the present tifiie; achieve any permanent
successes: without developing energetic work in this direction.
The Emlarged Plenum of the E.C.C.I. placess on'record that
serious gaps exist in the work of the Communist Parties on this
front of the battle.

27. The pregemt period brings forward in special relief the
question of assiduous, persistent and systematic work of com-
bining the masses on the basis of everyday demands and re-
anirements. The problem of partial demands, concrete-slogans,
concrete “programmes of action” acquires first class importance.
The Communist Parties have not yet learned ‘sufficiently to pene-
trate right into the mass of the proletariat and to combine the
everyday questions, the everyday demands and slngans with the
principal slogan of the struggle, the slogan of the dictatorship
of the proletariat. To acquire this art, means to solve the funda-
mental tactical problems. ’ K

38, It is' necessary to learn how organisationally to rivet
successes achieved. The Enlarged Plenum of the E.C.C. 1. places
on' record that one of the principal defects from which nearly
all the Communist Parties suffer is that they are not sufficienfly
able to wutilise the favourable results of campaigns organisatio-
nally. This results in an insufficient growth and sometimes
stagnation of the membership of the Communist Parties, totally
art of pronnrtion with the vnionbted ornwth of the nolitical
influence of the Parties. To increase political and organisational
activity, to increase the recruiting capacity of the Parties, more
intense efforts to give the Parties the character of mass Com-
munist Parties, the basis for which, particularly in industrially
develoned countries is the factory — all this also comes in to
the principal tasks of the Communist International.

30. Tn a number of countries attention should be devoted
to the problem of winning over the broad masses of the peity-
bonrgeoisie and peasantrv. Increased taxation in crnnectinn
with stabilisation, hish customs tariffs, differences in the prices
between manufactured poods and agricultural nroduce (farmers’
crisis in U.S. A.), acceleration of the ruin of the pettv-hnurgeni-
sie in connection with the ranid conrentration of canital, the
sabotage of agrarin reforms (Roumania, Poland, etc) — all
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this  provides a basis. for. successful work for the Communist
PFarties among these strata of toiiers.

In those States comprising. various nationalities the bour-
geoisie of -the oppressor nation adopts methods of extreme
tyranny, exploitation and. down right plunder of the national
minorities (persecution of Germans in Alsace Lorraine, attempts
to ‘assimilate the German and Slav populations in Italy, the
oppression of the national minorities in Poland and Czecho-
slovakia, the expulsion of the Turkish and Bulgarian popu-
lations from Macedonia and Thrace, the expulsion of the Greek
population from Turkey, the confiscation of the lands of the non-
Roumanian population in the Dobrudja, the deprivalion of the
Macedonians of their nationality, etc.). All this intensifies the
national revolutionary movement. The Communist Parties must
determinedly oppose all forms of national oppression, they must
advance the slogan of the right of nations to self determination,
including the rights to separate and to form independent states,
and point to the complete solution of the national problem in
the U.S.S.R.

40. One of the principal tasks of the present stage is to
combat Fascism and White Terror, to fight for the legal exi-
stence of Communist Parties in those countries where they are
illegal while utilising all legal possibilities and maintaining the
illegal apparatus of the Party.

Equally, the task of the day is to combat Social Democracy.
Social Democracy universally, in spite of it being in the “oppo-
sition” is definitely going over to the side of the bourgeois go-
vernments. Its position on the question of the League of Nations,
on ‘“ulfra-imperialism”, on the menace of war; on rationalisation,
on coalition with the bourgeoisie, on the colonies, etc., efc., is
thoroughly saturated with treachery to the working class. The
exposvre of Social Democratic views and tactics is one of the
most important conditions for the carrying out of the revolu-
tionary tactics of the united front.

In fighting fo emancipate the masses from the corrupting
influence of the Second International and of Amsterdam, the
Communist ‘Parfies must demand; as against the policy of co-
alition — most determined -class struggle and the oberthrow of
capitalist governments; as against dicta‘orship of the capitalists,
— the dictatorship of the proletariat; as against the lying talk
about the new peaceful phase of capitalism — the exposure of
the menace of war and the preparation of the masses for the
task of-‘converting such war into civil war; as against Pan-
Europe, — the Socialist United States of Europe; as against the
League of Nations — The Union of Socialist Soviet Republics.

VII.. THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND THE
TRADE UNIONS,

41. Economic strikes and the economic struggle generally,
in the conditions of the trustification of industry, have a ten-
dency rapidly to assume the form of political struggle and con-
sequenily give: special importance to the work of the Com-
murnsis in the trade unions.

' 42. In view of the rapid growth of trusts and gigantic
ndustrialj commercial and banking combinations, which con-
siderably strengthens the position of capitalism, the. Commuumrists
must most energelically fight for :the reorganisation of the
trade unions on an industrial basis, for the formation of
nillant trade union cartels and for,{he organisation of factory
commiliees on the same. Jines. Combat- the remmnants of  craft
unjonism apd abolish them, — must be the slogan of the re-
volutionary workers, The Communists must in every.way halp
to, form ‘and assist in the work and organisation of Left wings
in the tiade union movement, at the same time conduciing their
own .Commurist policy in the everyday trade union wark.

43. The Commurists myst.not only support the eniry of ali’

workers who. are .in waork. into the unions, but must also.carry
on an energetic struggle for the acceptance into.the trade unions
of ‘uneniployéd prolelgrians and ‘fo induce the trade ugions 10

render “évery ‘support to. the. movement .and demanfs of the.

unem~ioyed. The Commun’sis must pesolufely .expose the efforts
of the reformists and trade upion bureaycracy fo convert the
trade unfons’ ino” auixilidry organs, of fhe imperialist States,

A4 The E.C.C.1 is ol the opinipn thaf the comcrefe ap-
fnation of'the factics  of: the"united front as appiied by the
ovret Ce i 1de uniionists on the question, of. the Anglo-
Ristan Commiltee was correct. The .utilisafiori of great. eon-
tdct with'the masses through the' Anglo-Russian Committce while
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simultaneously ruthlessly criticising the treachery and defeatism
of the Right Wing and so-called Left wing leaders, the erection
of reserve positions and the exceptional real laid rendered to
the miners in their struggle; all this may serve as an example
of correct revolutionary application of the tactics of the united
front.

The attempts made by the General Council to liquidate the
Anglo-Russian Committee, while in the meantime helping the
bourgeoisie also to break the miners’ strike, and its obvious
hostility towards the Russian trade unions (its refusal to send
a delegation to the All-Russian Trade Union Congress, etc.) —
places the responsibility for all that has taken place upon the
General Council and will serve still more to expose it in the
eyes of the masses of the British proletariat.

The struggle for the international unity oi the trade unions,
at the head of which stood and still stand the trade unions
of the U.S.S.R., must gradually become international and the
Communists must develop to the utmost the work of the inter-
national organisation of the trade unions and strive to raise
the influence and authority of the R.I.L. U. The C.P.S. U. must
take all measures to increase the role of the All-Russian Central
Council of Trade Unions in the Profintern, while facilitating
the growth of the organisations affiliated to the lafter and the
growith of their influence in the reformist trade unions. Resolu-
tely condemning the policy of leaving reformist trade unions
and failure to carry on work in them with sufficient energy
the Enlarged Plenum of the E.C.C.1. wholly associates itself
with the position of the C.P.S.U. that it is harmful for the
Soviet ltrade umfions o affiliate 4o the Amsterdam Inernationai
and with its suggestion that a joint conference of the Amsterdam
International .and the Frofintern be called.

IX. PRINCIPAL SUMMARY OF THE WORK, THE ERRORS
AND THE TASK3 OF THE RESPECTIVE COMMUNIST
PARTIES.

45. The Enlarged Plenum of the E.C.C.1. places on record
that during the past year, the most important Section of the
Communist International, the Communist Party of the U.S.S.R,,
has achieved important successes in the sphere of Socialist con-
struction, has strengthened the proletarian dictatorship in the
U.S.S.R., has increased the international importance of the
Soviet Union, has rendered fraternal aid to the British miners
and to the Chinese people. It rallied its ranks and defeated
ihe witempt of the Opposition to cause a 'severe internal crisis.

46. The Enlarged Flenum of the E.C.C. 1. places on record
that with regard ito the British strike and ithe Chinese revolution
the majority of the Sec’ons of the Communist International have
not done all that should have been done. While cerfain diffi-
cult objective conditions mray have existed, the fact that the
Communist Tarties have not displayed sufficient activity is
undoubted.

47. The Communist Party of Great Britain achieved a
number of brilliant successes and conducted a courageous policy
of front rank fighters of the British proletariat prior to, during
and after the general strike. It has achieved considerable in-
crense in membership and a slill more considerable increase of
influence among the masses. It readily conducted and is con-
ducing energetic work in ithe trade unions and s prioceeding
along the path fowards beooming a mass revolutionary party
of the prolelariat. The E.C.C.I. at the same time places on
recond @ number of errors commiited by the C.P.G.R. (insuf-
ficientt criticism of ‘the “Lefts”, incorrect presentation of the
question of criticising the General Council by certain prominent
members of the Farty, which was afterwards put right by the
Central Commitiee on the-Executive Committee of the Minority
Movement, incorrect estimation of ithe tactics of the Soviet trade
unions).. The E.C.C.1. expresses complete conviction that these
errors partly already admitted and rectified by the Party will
be wholly wand enfirely eliminated.: Pradiical experience has
shown that the Party must to a larger extent than hitherto:
link up'its mction in the trade unions, at itrade union congresses,
etc., ~with campaigns dmong the masses: (megtings, demonstra-:
tions, petitions and resolutions  against the ~conservative' trade
union_bureaucracy), : The principal task of the Party is further
to ;win over. the masses and organisationally. riivet. its growing
influence.and also organisationally to strengthen the Minority.
Movement;  systematjcally to expose,. the . reformists, ., whole-
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hearted support and guidance of the fighting workers, to give
a political aspect to the movement as a whole and to make
popular the slogan of a real workers’ government.

48. The Chinese Communist Party in a very short period
of time has grown up into a first class political factor in China.
Placing on record these successes and considering the position
of the Communist Party as a whole to be correct, the Enlarged
Flenum of the E. C. C.1. points to a number of errors primarily
along the line of under-estimating the necessity for introducing
agrarian reforms which would satisfy the general demands of
the peasantry in the territories now .under the authority of the
Kuomintang. Only by [1iying down a mass base for its work,
only by varrying out 11% deed the alliance between the peasants,
workers, artisans, etc,\'only by making preparations for the
hegemony of the proletariat, can the Communist Party of China
proceed forwarnd ‘to the achievement of its ultimate aims. 1he
principal aim of the Communist Party of China at the present
time should be tto rally all forces against the foreign imperialists
and against their “own militarists”. It will be impossible to
solve future problems if this stage of the revolutionary struggle
is avoided.

49, The Communist Party of France is more and more
becoming in the eyes of the masses of the workers and peasants
the only Party capable of defending their interests and is playing
a vital role in the life of the country. During the last few
months the Panty has exerted efforts to become a mass Party.
It must continue in the future to sirive to an increasing extent
1o be in the vanguard of the struggle of the working class. Not
having, like the other Communist Parties of Germany, Italy,
Foland, etc., passed through the school of severe battles, it
must prepare to mobilise the masses for a serious struggle, which
will inevitably break out as a result of the economic situation
becoming -acute.

The Party successfully conducted a campaign against the
Moroccan war. For the first time in France it applied the prin-
ciples and tactics of the struggle against imperialist war, but
failed to take full advantage of, this campaign to extend and
consoifidate its manks.

During the ministerial crises which preceded the accession
of Poincaré to power the complexity of the political situation
rendered it difficult to estimate it properly and the Party failed
to display adequate adctiviy.

With tthe establishment of the Poincaré Government the
Party rightly estimated its signifiance and role, but failed to
display sufficient activity in mobilising the broad masses. This
is due fo the weakness of the organisation of the Party. The
energetic campaign among the masses which the Party com-
menced only recently, after some delay, has only partly rectified
these defeats.

The principal tasks of the Party are: to strengthen the Party,
increase activity, mobilise the broad masses of the workers and
peasants; in other words, — the united front, the fight for trade
union umity and drawing the masses into the trade unions.

50. The Communist Party of Germany is more and more

becoming a mass Party. The greatest achievements of the Party.

that have fo be mentioned is the successiul mobilisation of the
masses against the compensation of the ex-Royal familv, success-
ful leadership of Whe fight against the treachery of the Social
Democrats at the fime compensation was made to the ex-Royal
family in Prussia, the energetic support it gave to the strike
of the Hamburg dock labourers, its successes during the Landtag
eledtions in Saxony and-ithe successful organisation of the Ge-
neral Labour Congress. These successes indicate the growth of
the influence of the Darty among the masses of the workers,
among Ithe masses of the toilers generally and among the mass
organisations (Red Front Fighters’ League, and Red League of
Womnten and Girls) and the correct application by tthe Party of
the tactics of the Urlited Front. By conducting a proper poli-
tical line the Party has discovered the path of approach to the
non-Party and Social Democratic masses of the workers. The
Party itself rectitied certain mistakes of policy with regard to
the unemnloyed and has developed extensive organisational work
among the masses of the unemployed. It is necessary fo note
also the consolidation of the Party, its determined fight against
petty-bourgeois deviations and its victory over ultra-Left anti-
Bolshevism.

The weak side of the Party is lack of organisational ri-
veting of roflitical achievements. In the sphere of trade union
work ithe Party has achieved some success, but on the whole its

work here-is still weak. This must be particularly noted in
connedtion with the work among the youth and women, which
at the present time has aocquired enormous significance. Other
weak points ‘are the defects in the onganisational apparatus of
the Panty, which must be removed by widely recruiting new
cadres of funationaries from among the proletarians. The forth-
coming Congress of the Party will have enormous significance
in its history.

51. The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia has achieved
noted successes, thanks to the proper application of the tactics
of the united front (the campaign against high cost of living,
the weakening of fascism. the prevention of the formation of a
new coalition government of Czech and German reformists).
At the same time the Central Commiitee of the Party rapidly
liquidated the attempt made at factional work (Neurath and
Michaletz). The clumsy mistake of publishing in “Rude Pravo”
an erroneous article (concerning the views of the- Austrian
Social Democrats on the dictatorship) the Central Committee of
the Party immediately corrected on its own initiative. The task
of the Party at the present time is to increase the activity of the
whole of ifs membership on the basis of the successes already
acl?ieved and to proceed further in the political direction it has
taken. ’

52. The Communist Party of Italy, in spite of the increasing
reign of terror has strengthened its ranks, has penetrated deeply
among the masses of the workers and peasants, holds a strong
position in the labour organisations which have remained intact
and in the factories has successfully carried out the tactics of
the united front (commiitees for the defence of trade unions,
general labour conferences, etc.) and under most unfavourable
conditions conducted a campaign in aid of the British miners.
The principal task of the Iarty at the present time is to mobilise
all forces to take advantage of the economic and political crisis
in the country.

53. The most important errors on principle and opportu-
nistic in character were committed by our Polish comrades at
the time of the Pilsudski coup. As a result of these errors, the
Party for a time found itself dragging at the tail of the petty-
bourgeoisie. These mistakes were strongly condemned by the
E.C.C.I. The Fnlarged Ilenum of the E.C.C.1. wholly and
entirely associates itself with these decisions and calls upon the
Polish comrades unanimously to carry out the line agreed upon.

54, The greatest weakness of the Scandinavian Parties js
their extremely slow development into mass Parties and the ex-
ceeding weakness of their influence (with the exception of the
Finnish Party) among the industrial proletariat and the poorer
peasantry.

All efforts must be exerted to remove these defects and in
this connection the revolutionising of the trade union movement,
persistent struggle for the unity of the trade unions and the or-
ganisation of the poorer strata of the peasantry have conside-
~able importance.

55. In spite of enormous difficulties the Workers’ (Com-
munist) Party of America has achieved considerable successes
in the sphere of mass work (it has led a number of strikes, has
made first attemnts to organise the unorganised, it has pene-
trated info the Miners’ Union). The weak sides of the Party
siill remain its inzdequate influence among the real American
workers and its organisational defects. The work of the Party
in various spheres, — for example, work among the Negroes.
among women, efc., is still not well organised, and the carrying
out of the decisions of previous Enlarged Plenums with regard
to the establishment of a broad Left' wing in the trade unions
has also been inadequate. It must also be placed on record that
the Partv has undergone internal consolidation as a resu't of
the considerable diminution of facticnal sirvggle. These create
+he premises for the further growth of the inflaeitce of the Party
among the masses b

The immediate tasks of the Party are:

Not merely continue, but to redouble its trade umion ac-
tivities (drawing the membership of the Dartv into the trade
wnions and organise a Left wing). In the sphere of reorganising
ihe Party it must first of all strive to rcuse newly created fac-
torv nuclei to political activity and to win over the valuable
proletarian elements which have fallen out in the process of
reorganisafion. The Party as a whole must appreciate the im-
rortance of fhe Party organ, ,The Dailv Worker”. Not only
must its publication be assured materially, but it must be raised
to a higher ideological level.
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56. The Communist Party of Mexico, which is working
amidst particularly difficult conditions, has not fully coped with
the situation that has arisen, has revealed sectarian tendencies
and. has failed to win the confidence of the broad masses of the
workers and to raily around itself the lighting semi-proletarian
peasantry. The fundamental task of the Party is to strengthen its
position among the masses of the proletariat. It must destroy
the hegemony of the reformist upper stratum in the trade unions.
The fight for the independence of Mexico from American iai-
perialism should be the central point in the tactics of the Darty.
The Communists must support the petty-bourgeois revolutio-
nary movement, while at the same time organise the masses of
the toilers, prevent the disarming of the poor strata of the
peasantry, and actively prevent the threatening capitulation of
the petty-bourgeois gcvernment to American imperialism.

X. THE FIGHT FOR THE LENINIST LINE AND THE
: PROBLEMS OF LEADERSHIP.

57. Summarising the “criticism” of the line of the Com-
munist International during the period -from the beginning of
the ebb of the revoluticnary tide in Europa to the present time
a criticism directed against the C.P.S.U. (principaily on the
peasant question), against the “intolerable regime”, within the
Sections of the Comintern and against the tactics of the united
front, etc., the Enlarged Plenum of the E.C.C. 1. declares that
the critics have either gomne over entirely to the Social Demn-
crats (Hoglund, Strém, Frossard, Paul Levi, etc), or are orga-
nisationally, or for the time being ideologically, on the road
towards Social Democracy (Tranmael, Souvarine, Maslow,
Ruth Fischer). '

58. This departure from Communism had its basis in the
change in the.world situation. in the change from the period of
the surging development and triumphant progress of Commu-
nism to the ‘beginning of capitalist stabilisation. At the present
time when this stabilisation is revealed with exceptional clear-
ness — for the time being — in ‘Germany when it is precisely
in this country that the greatest change has taken place in the
orientation of the bourgeoisie (irom the East to the West) the
unstable petiy-bourgeois elements in the Communist Party re-

flect this change with special power. A cotbination of a failure
to understand the new conditions (and consequently ihe neces-
sity for changing the methods of the.struggle) wiih the reflected
bourgeois intluence resulting from these changed conditions has
called into being the so-called ultra-Left deviation in Germany
which, in the persons of Korsch, Schwartz and others has be-
come transformed ifnto the mosi repulsive counter-revolutionary
apostacy. A ' ' ' )

50. To combat fthese deviations and also the Right devia-
tions (the allies of Souvarine in France, certain groups in Nor-
way, comrades like the author of the article on dictatorship in
“Rude Pravo” in Czecho-Slovakia, the Right wing ‘errors in
Poland, certain evidences of Right wing tendenties, etc.) is an
absolute pre-requisite for the successes of the Communist move-
ment. ‘

60. The Enlarged Plenum of the E.C. C. 1 places on record
that the attempt of the Opposition in the C.P.S.U. to create an
international opposition faction has met with comnlete failure.
The Plenum whelly supports the policy. of the Central Commitiee
of the C.P.S.U. It places on record that in spite of its declara-
tion of October 16, the Opposition intends to continue the fac-
tional struggle. For that reason the E.C.C.I. considers neces-
sary the confinuation of the ideclogical struggle against the es-
sentiallv anti-Leninist views of the Opposition and to combat
all further eiforts to continue factionai struggle. The Enlarged
Plenum of the E.C.C.I. endorses the decision of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Germany to expel Mas-
low, Fischer, Urbahns and others. The Eniarged Plenum is of
the opinion that the Lenivist doctrine of the inadmissibility of
factions, must be applied to the full.

61. With the view to securing the further Boishevisation of
the Parties and to increase their activity and fighting capacity
it is necessary to introduce internal-Parly demccracy, re-animate
and develop the work of the factorv nuclei, make better selec-
tion of and more energetically io advance new cadres of Party
forces, particularly workers -frem the bench, raise to a higher
theoretical level and improve the standard of the Partv: press.
carefuily control the execution of Party decisions. The Enlarged
Plenum resolves to take all measures necessary to establish
closer contact between the’ E.C.C.1. and the Sections.and. to
secure uniform, fitm, collective international leadership.

Resolution on the Report of the Executive of the Comintern.

The VII Enlarged Plenum of the Executive accepts and
approves the report on the activities of the E.C.C.1. and ex-
presses confidence in it.

The Enlarged Executive affirms that the line of the E:C.C. 1.
in placing the great questions of the international and national
unity of the trade union movement in the forefront of its work
was correct. The Executive fulfilled the revolutionary duty of
the Communist International in conducting international soli-
darity action for the General Strike and miners’ strike in Great
Britain. The correctness of the tactics of the Executive in
connection with the Anglo-Russian Committee has been con-
firmed by events. It would have been a crude error to shift
the responsibility for sabotaging the international solidarity
action for the British miners’ struggle from the shoulders of
the Reformist traitors to the shoulders of the Communists by
breaking up the Anglo-Russian Committee. The Executive
correctly recognised the world historic importance of the great
Chinese Revolution and called the proletariat to fight against
the intervention of the imperialist powers.

The Enlarged Executive approves the measures taken by
the Executive to prevent the Opposition in the C.P.S.U.
from carrying over the factional struggle into other Sections
of the Communist International..

The Enlarged Executive declares that the Executive correcily
estimated the situation in Poland in connction with the Pil-
sudski uprising and properly corrected the Opportunist mistakes
of the Polish Party. The energetic support given to the German
Party in its struggle against the ultra-Left fraction is approved
by the Enlarged Executive; at the same time the Enlarged
Executive declares that the Executive of the German Party has
succeeded in exposing the counter-revolutionary character of the
ultra-Left leadership and to win back many honest working
class elements for the Communist International.

The Enlarged Executive declares with satisfaction -that the
Executive has made great progress in carrying out the decisions
of the Sixth Enlarged Executive regarding the collective leader-
ship of the Communist International (the permanent residence
of representatives of the leading Parties in Moscow; the more
active participation of the Parties in the work of the Executive;
the change of the periodical “Communist International” into
a weekly central organ of the E.C.C.L.).

The VII Enlarged Plenum of the Executive urges the Exe-
cutive in its future work to pay the greatest attention to wiping
out the factions that may exist in the Communist International.
The next practical step along the path of Bolshevising the Sec-
tions of the Communist International must be to overcome the
existence of fractions, the creation of internal unity, and mono-
lithic Communist Parties moulded out of one piece.
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Resoluti'on.on the Situation in Great Britain.

I. INTRODUCTION.

1. The seven months’ struggle of the British miners,
following upon the General Strike,” has inflicted heavy blows
upon British capitalism. Itself the expression of the progressive
decline of British capitaliSm since the war, it has considerably
hastened the rate of that decline for the future.

2. Great Britain’s position in the world economy has been
undermined, and its world political position weakened. Britain’s
foreign policy has received several setbacks: e. g. her Locarno
plans for a bloc against U.S.A. have met with a reserve at
Geneva to which must be added the check inflicted in China
by the defeat of the British agents Wu-Pei-fu and Sun Chuan-
fang by the Canton army. Her desperate attempts to consolidate
an anti Soviet bloc which have not been arrested by such Soviet
successes as the Lithuanian-Soviet Pact, etc. are a further
symptom of the increasingly difficult position of British im-
perialism.

_ 3. The miners’ fight and the consequent embarrassment of
British imperialism has rendered practical assistance to the
revolutionary struggle for nalional freedom of the Chinese
people, by delaying cpen military intervention of British forces
against Canton. The defeat of the miners has encouraged
British imperialism to pass from indirect or hidden forms of
intervention to the open use of force, even though accompanied
by hypocrifical “conversations” with Canton. .

On the other hand, the collections and the resolutions of
sympathy with the British miners, both in China and in India,
show that the British mining struggle has quickened the political
consciousness of the workers and peasants in the colonial
countries laying the foundation for an alliance with British
Labour against British Imperialism.

4. The connection between the component parts of the
British Empire have been loosened. The resolution on inter-
Imperial relations of the British Empire Conference, the Ca-
nadian elections, the flag conflict in South Africa, the questidn
of the governors in Australia, are evidence of the  tendency
towards independence of the Dominions, which has received a
new stimulus thanks to the weakening of British imperialism.

5. Internally, the mining struggle has sharpened class anta-
gonism to a degree unprecedented in Great Britain prior to
the General Strike, and has given the workers a practical re-
velation of the reality and ruthlessness of capitalist dictator-
ship which many years of propaganda could not achieve. At
the same time, it has greatly advanced the political consciousness
and activity of. the working class, and in consequence has
accelerated ~ the process of re-grouping of forces within the
Labour Movement. .

6. The consolidation of all forces of the bourgeoisie around
the Conservative Party and the new rally of the workers to
the Labour Party (as a stage in their revolutionisation), a
growth of the influence of the most reactionary section of the
Tory Party — the Diehards — and of the most revolutionary
and’ determined section. of the labour movement — the Commu-
nists — these processes constiute the most striking political
expression of the re-grouping of class forces begun by the
General Strike and continued and deepened by the seven months’
struggle of the miners.

7. The mining struggle has been no less potent than the
General Strike in advancing the working class of Great Britain
towards the realisation of its historic destiny, namely, the
overthrow of the capitalist class and the establishment of a
workers’ dictatorship as the essential preliminary for building
Socialism.

Therefore, the mining struggle has created a still more
tavourable condition for the development of a mass Communist
Party. It is the duty of every Communist to study its lessons.

8. The Theses on the General Strike adopted by the
E.C.C.I in June, which the Seventh Enlarged Plenum con-
firms in their entirety, have not only been proved to be a
correct analysis by the course of events, but have been shown
to indicate correctly the general lines of development of the
class struggle in Great Britain for the immediate future.

II. THE ECONOMIC SITUATION.

9. The coal shortage has caused a heavy fall in production
in the principal industries (iron, steel, shipbuilding, textiles,
etc.), causing a further loss of markets and increasing the
volume of unemployment and short time. While aa attempt is
being made to utilise the industrial crisis in order to push
ahead the formation of trusts (chemicals, mining, steel), the
bulk of the disorganisation of economic life, and loss of markets
due to the mining struggle must remain a permanent loss to
capitalist industry in Britain.

10. The disastrous fall in industrial production, the tem-
porary wiping out of a previously stable element of British
export in coal, the rise in world coal prices and in freights
owing to Britain becoming an importer instead of an exporter
of coal — these factors have contributed to a big dislocation
of foreign trade, in a heavy fall of railway receipts, and in
a considerable decline in the volume and proceeds of shipping.

11. The dislocation of industry and trade have had an
adverse effect upon State revenue, rendering probable a sub-
stantial deficit at the end of the year.

At the same ttime, the necessity of meeting the adverse trade
balance and of maindaining the value of sterling has caused
a furthier heavy drain upon British investments abroad, already
seriously reduced prior to the General Strike, and also large
exports of gold (from British holdings in Australia to the
U.S. A., from the Bank of England to Germany, efc.).

This has inflicted new blows upon British financial power,
although new investments in the Empire and elsewhere still
confinue to maintain British credit against serious decline.

12. The economic difficulties in Great Britain have had &
serious repercussion upon economic conditions elsewhere..
Thus, heavy British imports of ccal have stimulated the German
and Polish coal industries, butthis has been at the expense of the
generial purchasing capacity of Britain, particularly as regards
the products of Germany industry. ‘

Moreover, both in ithese couniries and elsewhere (Belgium,
Denmark, Norwiy, France), the stoppage of Brifish coal exports
has seriously affédted industry; and this dislocation fin its turn,
has had a further serious effect upon British trade. T

13. The export of capital to the Dominions and Colonies,
in tthe search for higher and more certain. profits, has been
stimulated by the mining struggle (the Mond Combine), and
the industrialisation of the’ Dominions which is consequently
advancing must stimulate the tendency towards separation (ex-
pressed in the seiting up of tariff walls, financial rapproche-
merts with the U.S.A., etc. and reflected in the Dominions’.
growing freedom of action, registered by the Imperial Con-
terence), The British capitalist class has still a_common interest
with the rising industrial capitalists of the Dominions in de-
fending their monopoly of the exploitation of the “internal
markets of the Empire (India, Africa, the mandated territories),
as revealed by the Imperial Conference resolutions on mandates,
Empire defence, air communications, etc. but even on these
markets Dominion competition with Great Britain has received
new encouragement for the coming struggle.

1I. THE POLITICAL SITUATION SINCE THE
GENERAL STRIKE. '

14. The iincreasing political and economic = difficulties
created by the continuation of the miners’ struggle has forced
the capitalist class to come out more and miore openly and more
and more unitedly against the miners and the whole working
class, while all its institutions — Government, Monarchy, Parlia-
nent, Church, Army, Police, local administration, Press — have
been revealed as instruments of capitalist dictatorship, aban-
doning tthe pretence of democracy.

The political expression of the process has been the growth.
ol the influence of the militant reactionary wing within the
Conservative Party (Birkenhead, Churchill), the adoption of a
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cdlear-cut anti-working class . programme by the Conservative

Party at Scarborough, and-the further decay and disruption of -

the Liberal Farty (desertion of Liberal politicians to the Con-
servative and Labour Parties, anti-Labour coalitions in muni-
cipal eledtions). - i ‘

15. On the other hand, the class consciousness of the
workers has been, since the General Strike, even further raised
and developed by a number of powerful factors — the spectacle
of capitalist unity against the miners, and particularly of the
open subservience of the Government to the mineowners’
interests: the encroachments upon working class liberties under
E.P: A. and the proposal to make them permanent by a series
of anti-Labour laws: the increasing economic depression, bearing
witness to the bankruptcy of capitalism; the continuation of
the miners’ heroic struggle after iheir betrayal by the General
Council; the magnificent example of international solidarity
given by the Russian workers.

This developing class consciousness has found expression
in tthe {rade union movement through the great increase of in-
fluence of the National Minority Movement, the demand for the
embargo and the levy made by the majority of the Conference
of Trades Councils held in September, and the forcing of the
Conference of Union Executives in November 3 to agree to at
least ithe semblance of a levy in aid of the miners. Simultaneously
the Labour Panty has gained the support of new and large
sections of the working class as is witnessed by the growth
of the labour vote at parliamentary bye-elections since the Ge-
neral Strike and by the 200 Labour gains at the municipal
elections in November.

16. At the same time, the growing class consciousness of
the workers has had the effect of consolidating the ranks of the
trade union bureaucracy, from the General Council downwards,
and of stimulating it to new betrayals of the working class in
the determination to secure the defeat of the miners. The bulk
of the bureaucracy both Right and former “Left”, have moved
towards open alliance with the capitalists, only a section of
the lower rank of officials moving to the Left with the workers.

The expression of the movement to the Right of the trade
union bureaucrats has been the postponement of the Conference
of Executives on June 25, the postponement of & report on
the General Strike at Bournemouth T.U.C., the persistent re-
fusal for months fo consider either the levy or the embargo, the
open attacks upon those miners’ leaders who were loyal to
their members, the initiative taken by the General Council in
forcing the Government’s terms upon the miners in November,
the increased violence of the campaign against the Communist
Party and the Minority Movement,

Since ithe defeat of the miners the reformist frade union
leaders having conducted a campaign for “industrial peace”,
opemy advooating the “Americanisation” of British industry (by
company unions, co-partnership and bonus schemes, etc) —
which, in a period when the economic foundations of reformism
have been completely shattered in Britain, objectively means a
campaign for the capitulation of British Labour to the capitalists
and its complete break-up and defeat.

17. The utter and shameful ocapitulation of the former
“Lefts”, amongst the General Council (Hicks, Purcell, Tillett,
Bromley, etc.) during the General Strike, their acquiescence and
participation in the General Council’s seven months’ campaign
to defeat the miners, and their open championing of the Right
Wing at Bournemouth, have been evidence of the consolidation
of the reformist ranks in face of the growing class consciousness
of the workers. i

18. The reformist leaders of the Labour Panty (MacDonald,
Snowden, Thomas, etc.) have also been forced by the growing
intensity of the class struggle to come out more and more
into the open in their true capacity as the agents of capitalism
within labour’s ranks. The most striking illustrations of this
process of self-exposure are: their grovelling before Baldwin;
their thinly-veiled attacks upon the miners’ leaders, even upon
a far from revolutionary leader like A.J.Cook; their open
defeatist propaganda for a seitlement on the lines of the Com-
mission’s Report, i. e, by lower wages, longer hours, and
district agreements; the renewed fury of the attacks upon the
Communist Party; and the utter bankruptcy of the Parliamentary
Labour Tanty both of the Right and of thé seli-styled “Leit”
Wing (Wheatley, Lansbury, etc.) when it was necessary to
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put up a class fight for the miners.and against E. P. A., both in
Farliament and in the country, ‘ ;

19. The defeatist propaganda of a setflement by appeals
to Baldwin, and the refusal of a joint campaign for theé embargo
with the Communist Party, has revealed that the I. L. P. leaders,
in spite of frothy phrases about “Socialism in our Time”, are
being forced to show their hand more and more as -an"integral
part of the reformist machinery which capitalism uses within
the Labour movement to sabotage the $truggle and paralyse the
will of the working class. ‘

The sabotage of an embargo campaign by the Lansbury
group, its propaganda of loyalty to MacDonald and its refusal
to join the Communists in conducting a Leit Wing struggle
within the Labour Party against MacDonaldism, shows that
it too has been tested by the practical needs of the Miners’
struggle, and forced to unmask itself as a part of the same
apparatus of reformism, despite its “Left” phraseology.

20. The leadership of the Miners’ Federation also showed
itself unequal to its tasks, and finally capitulated completely.
Its path throughout was not the path of struggle, but of vacilla-
tion and compromise; a pact of silence with the General Council,
acceptance of the Bishops’ proposals, surrender to the Govera-
ment’s conditions, failure to appeal to the masses of the trans-
port workers and railwaymen's unions over the heads of the
leaders, and an essential mistake in conducting the struggle, in
agreement with the General Council, from beginning to end as a
purely trade union and not a political struggle. While A. J. Cook
showed himself to the end of the miners’ struggle an-honourable
exception to the united front of cowardice and treachery, he has
also been subject to numerous vadillations, due to his afttempt ‘o
carry on an isolated struggle not in connection with the Minority
Movement. These vacillations have at critical moments played
a_decisive part, such as his acquiescence in the postponement
of the June 25 Conference of Executives, his agreement with
the General Council to avoid discussion of ithe General Strike
at the Trades Union Congress, etc.

21. The Minority Movement tthroughout the struggle has
given clear and correct leads to the miners, and carried on an
energetic campaign for the mobilisation ‘of mass support for
them by the embargo and the levy. Its Third National Coa-
ference in August was correctly utilised as a platiorm from which
to call the workers to fight again on behalf of the miners, and
at the same time to begin a serious fight to replace traitors 5y
revolutionaries in the trade union movement and to reorganise
the trade unions on an industrial basis. The leadership of the
Minority movement showed certain waverings on the question of
criticising the “Lefts” in the General Council, and made oné
or two mistakes which were subsequently corrected. Never-
theless, the correct policy in general, and parnticutarly the correct
tactios of the Minority fraction at the Bournemouth Congress
have greatly increased the political influence of the Minority
Movement. .

22. The mining struggle. has evoked the beginning of a
tremendous wave of sympathy for the Communist Party amongst
the miners, and of support for its policy amongst the workers
generally, by proving correct not only its analysis of events
and its practical lead during the last eighteen months, but also
its outlook upon the capitalist State, the class struggle, the
nature of reformism, etc, and by giving the workers practical
proof that the Communists are their most consistent and fearless
champions (the 1,200 Communists arrested, etc.).

The outward signs of this are the doubling of the Party
membership in six months and the increase in the circulation
of the Party press, on the one hand, and the response to its
leadership within the Miners’ Federation on the other (the
defeat of the Bishops’ Memorandum in August, the carrying of
the South Wales proposals in October, the rejection of the
Government’s terms in November).

The success of the Party’s efforts in building a mass Op-
position to reformism within the Trade Unions and the Labour
Party (attested by the success of the Minority Movement and
Left Wing Conferences, and the formation of an organised
Opposition at the Margate Conference), together with the sup-
port given to the Party in helping to build up the I.C. W.P. A.
in the campaign against capitalist repressions, are further il-
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lustrations of the increased rate at which the workers’ sym-
pathiés are being won for the Communist Party and Communist
policy. oo R k

IV. THE TACTICS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY.

23. The Communist Party acted correctly in placing the
issue of practical help for the miners by the other workers,
through the embargo and a levy on wages, in the forefront of
its activity during the miners’ struggle after the end of the
General Strike:

Not only at meetings and in trade union branches, but
also in Trades Councils, local Labotr Parties, offers of a
united front with the I.L.P. (locaily and nationally) and the
Labour Party, in the Minority Movement aud Left Wing, at
the T. U.C. and Labour Party Conference, and in its press and
?ropaganda generally the Party placed this issue in the fore-
rant.

24. Within the Miners’ Federation the Communist Party
has consistently fought for the intensification of the struggle
by the withdrawal of safety men, mass picketing, the centrali-
sation of control under the M.F.G. B. Executive, the conducting
of a national propaganda campaign by all the forces at the
disposal of the Federation, etc.

At the same time, the Party has been foremost in fighting
and exposing every defeatist tendency (Varley, Spencer, Hodges,
and the Bishops’ Memorandum, the breakaways).

In the course of its campaign the Communist Party has
never hesitated to criticise mistakes on the part of A. J. Cook.
By criticising Cook at his moments of vacillation, while con-
tinuwing to support him in every open conilict with the workers’
enemies within and without the Miners’ Federation, the Party
has kept its own identity clear and distinct before the workers.
The Communist .Party has, however, acted correctly in not
hiding from the workers the fact that the primary responsibility
for the miners’ difficult position falls entirely upon the General
Council and the Labour Party Executive, in whose treachery
on May 12th Cook and a majority of the other miners’ leaders
refused to join.

25. The Communist Party throughout the miners’ struggle
correctly explained to the workers that it was not merely a
fight of the miners against the mineowners, but of the whole
working class against the whole capitalist class, including its
executive commiittee, the Tory Government.

Since August, the Party has conducted an active campaign
for the dissolution of Parliament, the Eight Hours Act, the
E.P.A. etc. The object of this campaign was to widen the
struggle against capitalism, and thus mobilise the workers in
a mass political struggle — an essential preliminary step in the
mass fight for the establishment of a real labour government,
pledged to nationalise the mines without compensation and to
undertake a serious fight against capitalism.

It must be recognised as an error, however, that the Party
did not begin this campaign side by side with its campaign
for the embargo and the levy.

The correctness of combining the two campaigns was shown
when the L. L. P. after advocating for several weeks a campaign
for dissolution merely to distract the workers’ attention from
the need for an embargo, dropped the demand. directly our
Party took it up and connected it with the other slogans of the
struggle.

26. From the moment the General Strike ended the Corm-
munist Party continued its unsparing campaign of exposure
against the General Council and reformist trade union leader-
ship both Right and sham “Left” generally, and stressing the
need for replacing them by revolutionary leaders loyal to the
working class.

The Party used every platform and organisational oppoi-
tunity for this work, first and foremost the “Workers’ Weekly”,
the Minority Movement Conferences, the Labour Party Con-
ference, and the Trade Union Conference.

At the same time it should be recognised that the Party.
Press ‘has not always brought out the importance of facing
responsibility for the betrayal of the miners as clearly as it
might have done. A similar mistake, corrected immediately by
the Central Committee, was made by the Party fraction in the
Minority Movement Executive.

The correct tactics of the Party fraction at Bournemouth
and the tactics of the Russian unions have shown that to raise
the question of responsibility did not diminish, but increased the
chances of practical help for the miners.

27. Beginning from the very day of the General Council’s
surrender, the Communist Party systematically utilised every
turn of the miners’ struggle, and of the campaign for inter-
national solidarity, carried on by the Russian Trade Unions,
to expose the treachery and desertion of the former “Lefts” in
the General Council.

At the same time it must be recognised that during the
seven month’s fight which imposed exceptionally heavy demands
upon the Party and faced it with many great difficulties, there
were several mistakes in this connection, in statements published
in the Party press on several occasions. These ‘mistakes were
speedily corrected.

28. The Communist Party lost no opportunity of exposing
and fighting the opportunist leadership of the political labour
movement, expressed in the open sabotage of the Labour Party
leadership, or the empty phrasemongering of the Lansbury
group and the leaders of the I.L.P.

While testing the sincerity of all three groups by their
attitude towards the requirements of the miners’ struggle, the
Party has correctly explained to the workers that sabotage -of
the miners’ struggle is not accidental, but an inherent feature
of reformism and social-pacifism.

In its fight for an organised and militant Left Wing Oppo-
sition within the Labour Party, the Party has stressed that the
circumstances of the minerss! struggle prove, more than ever,
that no real Left Wing can be built up except in a relentless
struggle against MacDonaldism.

Such a struggle must inevitably bring genuine Left Wingers
into close association with the Communist larty, and the Party
correctly pointed out that those who attempt to exclude, or fear
to io-operate with the Communists are doing MacDonald’s
work. :

29. The Communist Party has acted correctly in paying
particular attention to recruiting and strengthening of its orga-
nisation during the miners’ struggle, explaining to the workers
that the sole final guarantee of correct and class conscious lea-
dership is a powerful Communist Party.

It has correctly concentrated upon the elémentary political
education of the 5,000 new members drawn  chiefly from’ the
minefields, 2s the essential condition for retaining their com-
prehending adherence to the Party.

30. During the period of the General Strike and throughout
the duration of the lockout of the miners, the C. P. G. B. pursued
in the main a correct political line. Nevertheless, as already
stated, a number of mistakes were committed, most of which
were subsequently corrected. In the correction of these mistakes
the Party was helped by the fraternal criticisms and suggestions
of the E.C.C. L contained in its correspondence with the Party
and its publicity on the British situation. With such aid from
the E.C. C. 1., the C. P. G. B. has been enabled to pursue a sound
policy, despite all the dilficulties created by the present acute
struggle of the workers against the attempts of the British bour-
geoisie fo stabilise itself at their expense. ’

V. SOME PRINCIPAL LESSONS OF THE STRUGGLE.

31. The miners’ struggle can teach the working class of: the
world, and of Britain in particular, a number of important les-
sons, the study of which will equip the workers for the still
bigger struggles which lie ahead.

a) The heroic endurance cf the miners, with all the re-
sources of capitalism and the machinery of reformism turned
against them, is a foreshadowing of the heroism and capacity
for struggle of the working class in the struggle for power, and
still more when it is organised as the ruling class and crushing
the resistance of the exploiters.

The miners fight finally gives the lie to the miserable re-
formist slander that a few week’s short rations would bring the
workers’ revolution to its knees. On the contrary, the last seven
months have shown that the British workers have the strength
of will and capacity necessary to go on building up socialism
once they have seized political power.
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b) The malevolence, ruthlessness and unscrupulousness of
the capitalist class in the struggle against the miners should
finalg expose to the British workers the dangerous fallacy that
the British capitalists are in many ways more “gentlemanly”,
more dhonourable, or more democratic than their colleagues
abroad.

The workers can now see for themselves that the capitalists
will use each and any weapon to crush them, and consequently
that each and any weapon will have to be used to crush the
capitalists.

c) The biggest lesson of the miners’ struggle for the Bri-
-tish workers has been that the division of working -class strugg-
les into industrial and “political” is a delusive and dangerous
fraud, when applied to any large scale strike in Great Britain
in the present Eeriod of declining capitalism and growing diffi-
culties of the British capitalist class.

The Government which claimed to be defending the com-
munity against the General Strike in May, and against the miners
from May to December, will take up the same attitude when
any other section of the workers in a vital industry is attacked
(particularly railway, transport, electricity, etc.). As each in-
dustrial struggle will more and more affect the fortunes of the
whole capitalist class, each section of the workers will find that
its fight for decent conditions is not an industrial but a political
struggle.

d) The undisguised surrender of the reformist leadershin
(both Right and Leit) of the Labour movement, and its refusal,
so far from fighting for the emancipation of the workers, even
to defend their claim of existing standards of living, is a prac-
tical proof to the British workers that reformism is completely
bankrupt.

On the other hand, the workers have practical proof that
it is only the Communist Party which has the necessary courage
and self-confidehce for giving a correct leadership in immediate
struggles for day-to-day demands, because of its revolutionary
perspective and programme, and its determination to lead the
workers in greater and greater battles until the final overthrow
of capitalism.

e) The contrast between the action of the Russian workers
. and peasants, led by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
and the reformist leadership in other countries, and between
the activity, on behalf of the miners, of the Comintern and the
R.I.L.U. as contrasted with the Second International and the
LF.T.U, afford practical illustrations of the tremendous power
and value to labour of a united trade union international.

Further, it is an illustration of the fact that real international
leadership of the workers in the fight against capitalism does
not consist merely in polite speech-making or compliments to
leaders, but in participation it and direction of the workers’
daily struggles. The mining struggle has shown that outside the
Communist International and the Communist Party there is not
and can be no such leadership, the sole possible pledge of the
workers’ ultimate victory over the capitalists.

f) The maintenance by the Soviet Trade Unions, under the
guidance of the C.P.S.U., of their membership of the Anglo-
Russian Committee, while criticising and exposing the treachery
and sabotage of the General Council and its delegates on the
Committee, the successtul campaigns in several parts for an eni-
bargo on coal for England, and for 24 hours strike of solidarity,
carried through by.the C.G.T.U. and the local successes of the
British Party’s effort for a joint campaign with the I.L.P. for
an embargo — have given Comumnists in Great Britain and the
whole world practical illustrations of the importance of the
united front tactics as a means of rallying the workers for a
fight against the capitalists and of forcing the reformist leaders
to show their true faces in public.

VL. THE OUTLOOK.

32. The decline of British industry and the tendency to
iransfer industrial acticity from the centre of the Empire to
the circumference are hastening the development of parasitism
as the characteristic fealure of Brilish capitalism, and the
increase of the rentier class as the predominating section of
the British capitalists. This fundamental tendency must inevitably
involve the intensification of the class struggle in Great Britain,
first- and foremost by a continved attack on the workers’
standards of living, and simultaneously by a large scale political

offensive, as the basis of an attempt to nationalise production
at the workers’ expense. While this offensive, if successful,
may produce temporary improvements in trade (as occurred in
1022) the latter in their turn can only bring a new revival of
the Labour movement and their purel{3 transient character, n
the présent world situation of Great Britain, deprives British
capitalism oi any opportunity of building up anew the social
basis of reformism.

33. The defeat of the miners opens the way for a new
series of attacks on the wages, hours and working conditions
of other sections of the working class. The railway and
transport industries, being -direclly dependent upon Britain’s
role as an exporter and an entrepot for world goods, must
prepare for attacks upon their wages on the plea of “meeting
foreign competition by lowering overhead charges”. The ex-
porting industries, particularly metal and textile workers, must
also anticipate attacks. :

34. Develcping out of and facilitating the wage offensive,
the workers must expect a tremendous sharpening of the class
struggle politically, and the large scale utilisation of weapons
against them which the capitalist class, prior to 1926 had not
utilised since the days of Chartism.

Attacks on the right of combination and the right to strike,
attacks on the political levy and the workers’ press, increase:l
concentration of power from locally eiected authorites, recon-
struction of the House of Lords as a government citadel of
reaction against the elected House of Commons, organisation
of anti-working class forces of strike-breakers, “volunteer corps”,
Fascisti, on which to rely in the event of the armed forces
drawn from the workers proving unreliable — all these develop-
ments are no longer a vision of the distant future, but are
already existing in skeleton or outline form.

35. Side by side with the increase of reaction at home,
the necessities of consolidating the world position of British
imperialism must invelve a new wave of reaction in foreign
policy, particularly in the direction of supporting new coaliiions
sgainst the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and of fighting
the national revolution in China.

Similarly within the British Empire, faced by the growing
strength of the movement for the liberation of the colonial
pecples, which is bound to find new inspiration from the
struggles of British labour, British imperialism will be forced
fo intensity its measure of repression.

Each or all of these causes, together with the permanent
contradictions in the imperialist world (primarily the antagonism
between British and American imperialism, in nearly every part
of the world, Franco-British rivalry, etc.) may literally at any
moment place the British working class and that of the whole
world face to face with the menace of a new war.

36. The inability of capitalism to arrest its own decay,
and the increasing difficulties of the economic situation (par-
ticularly the rise in the cost of living); the growing divergences
between the interests of finance capital and those of the petty
bourgeoisie (particularly the attempt to shift the burden of
maintaining the State machinery on to the backs of the petty
bourgeoisie through the income tax); the growth of influence
of the most reactionary section of the Tory Party, and conse-
quently of the likelihood of the introduction of Protection on
a large scale (again bringing the menace of a “dear breakfast
table”) — these factors can only accelerate the differentiation
among the petty bourgeoisie and the alienation of a large section
from the side of the great bourgeoisie. The beginnings of this
process can be seen already in the influx of lower middle class
elements from the Liberal Party into the Labour Party.

37. The “swing to -the lelt” of the British workers, i. e.
the widening of their class consciousness and the growth of
the political activity must inevitably continue. The process
of the liberation of the workers from the ideological yoke of
the bourgeoisie expressed in the final .loss of influence over
the workers by the Liberal Party and the failure of the attempts
of the Conservative Party to build up a Tory trade union
movement, will be accelerated. As an integral part of this
process must confinue the differentiation now going on within
the labour movement, the proletariat moving to the Left, i. e.
towards the Communist Party and revolution, while the re-
formist leaders and petty bourgeois Socialists move to the Right,
i. e. towards open allegiance to capitalism and counter-revolu-
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. ion. More than ever the conditions will be favourable for a
~mass_revolutionary Left Wing movement, organised through
the Minority Movement, the Labour: Party * Le#t Wing, the
League for Defence of Oppressed Peoples, etc.,, under the
leadership of the Communist Party. R

38. The' decline of British Industry, the menace to Brifain’s
, world position, the growing disintegration of the Empire, the
revolutionisation of the workers and a section of the petty
bourgeoisie — all these are different aspects of -the same process
of  the continuing decay of British imperialism. ' This decay
must inevitably lead to a deeper and deeper political crisis,
which will bring the workers face to face with the problent
of seizing power. The first stage of this crisis lies immediately
ahead, iin ‘the shape of the capitalist offensive against the trade
unions on the industrial and political fields. The British
working class, in alliance with ithe colonial peoples, undoubted! y
has the power to meet and break the capitalist offensive success-
fully, and td-go onto the overthrow of capitalism, if it learns the
lessons of the great events of 1926 and organises to meet the
attack. 1t is the duty of the Communist Party of Great Britain
to draw the lessons and o iniensify its fight within the working
class for the necessary organisation. ’

VII. THE TASKS: OF THE BRITISH PARTY.

39. Arising cut of the situation created by the mining
struggle, and from its analysis of the outlook for the immediate
future, the Plenum confirms the immediate. tasks -of the Com-
munist Party’ of Great Britain as laid down by the Eightit
Congress of the British Party. '

POLITICAL.

) The campaign to explain to the workers the political
significance of the present period of capitalist-decline, and of
present class struggles as the . forerunvers of bigger siruggles,
culminating in the seizure of power by the working class and
consequently, not only the need for improvement and streng-
thening . of the trade unions, but also the limitations of the
purely economic struggle: not only the need for the maximum
revolutionary utilisation of the pariiauientary and municipal
platforms, but also their {otal unsuitability as a means of achie-
ving the wotkers’ emancipation, R : ,
1) The campaign to raise the whole working class in a
strufgle for the dissolution of Parliament, the overthrow of the
Baldwin Government and the formation of a real Labour Go-
verment' as the reply to the Tory attacks on working class
living standards, rights and liberties, actual or projected.

. "Iy The campaign for the mobilisation of the trade unipn
movemerit - (including : the unemployed), against the further
attacks on  wages, hours, and working conditions, and for the
solidarity of the whole working class with any section attacked.

IV) The campaign for the building of a united trade union
international as a guarantee against international economic and
political reaction' and 'the menace of a new world war. in
particular the campaign for the summoning of a world . unity
congress, by the R.LL.U. and I F.T.U. jointly and the ex-
posure of the sabotage of. the -Anglo-Russian ‘Committee by
the reformists, and, side by side with the direct campaign for
its revival, - the mobilisation of ‘the. workers in the various
industries for unity with the workers in the corresponding
Soviet Trade Unions, as 4 step towards this end (the. Anglo-
Russian Miners’ Committee, the despatch of workers’ delega-
fions. to ¢he U. 8. S. R;, etc.). - .+ S E

V) The campaign for solidarity with the colonial workers
and peasants in particular, and the peoples oppressed by British
imperialism generzlly, both in their fight for complete .indepen-
dence of-and- separation from the’ British Empire, and in the
immediate struggle -against capitalist exploitation, as the.surest
allies ‘of the British workers. . ) ol
. VI) The campaign againsi:opportunism within the Labour
Party, apnd the bringing up to date and popularisation of ‘the
Left Wing programme elaborated .in .1925, as a centre aroimnd
which to crystallise the developing Left sentiments of the masses,
and to give d concrete illustration of what a real Labour

Government -should - de. .

VII) More attention to a mass fight against militarism and
particularly “for securing solidarity between the workers in
uniform and “those in civil life.. ' ‘

VII) Mass propaganda -of the Communist attitude on the

fundamental questions raised - concretely before the workers by

the General Strike and the mining struggle:  the  State, the
Monarchy, the Empire, the question of violence, ihe General
Strike, the need for a Communist Partv, the imiportance- of the
Soviet Union, the question of proletarian dictatorship.

ORGANISATIONAL.

1) The utmost organisational strengthening of the Coni-
munist Party, especially recruiting, reorganisation on a.factory
group basis, fraction work, impravement of district and. local
organisation. development ot political education and of-the Party
press, strengthening work amongst wonnten, pushing ahead with
work against agricultural and textile workers, support of the

.

II) The organisational consolidation and .extension of the
National Minority Movenent, as the primary means for the
reorganisation of the trade union movement on an industrial
basis and to replace the reformist leaders of the trade unions
by revolutionary workers. '

IlI) In particular, the campaign for the reduilding as 2
single Miners’ Union of the present M. F. G.B.- and the replace-
ment of men like Hodges, Varley, Spencer, etc., by real ‘working
class fighters. : v

IV) The organisational consolidation and extension of the
National Leit Wing ‘movement in the Labour Party, as ' the
primary means for securing a redl working class leadership of
the Labour Party; and the fight for the affiliation of the Com-
munist Party to the Labour Party. -

V) Preparation of the workers to repei a new developinent
of Fascism, by creation of a Workers’ Defence Corps. controlled
by the workers’ mass organisations.

VI) Organised fraction work in theé co-operative societies
and guilds, in order to lead the proletarian membership jn-ihe
struggle against middle class’ control, to ensitre -a militant
working class policy of these organisations and their nationpl
and international federations and to bring about efficient mutual
support of the co-operative and trade union movements in the
class struggle. - ' :

VII) The utmost support of the International Class War
Prisoners’ Aid, as the Workers’ Red .Cross in.the present
period of intensified class struggle; and of the National Unem:
ployed Workers’. Committee Movement, as a particularly im-
portant mass organisation in the present economic crisis.and
in view. of the attack on' the trade unions. : ] e

Fal]

LESSONS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL WORKING CLASS.

1. The miners’ struggle shows that the efforts of the bour:
geoisie to stabilise capitalism necessarily lead fo mighty masg
struggles and that these mass siruggles in ‘their turn jéopardise
the stabilisation of capitalism. ) L

2. In . the .present.situation every. imporfant. event .in the
labour movement of a country becomes an event of international
importance and must, therefore, become.the basis of international
solidarity actions by the proletariat. o

" 3. On the basis of the decline of capitalism, every importaif
economic struggle must be transformed into-a political struggle.

4. The miners’ fight just as the General Strike has shown

the important role which must be played by the mass strike
as a weapon in the arsénal of the proletariat. | o
5. The miners’ fight proved that the workers cannot be
victorious in a .big .struggle under the leadership. of the .old
reformist .leaders. Not only the reformists of Right and: Leit
persuasions in Great Britain, but also the entire international
reformism, the II. International, Amsterdam and the Miners’
intérnational have proved themselves - disgraceful failures in
this struggle. The workers cannot arrive at this truth except
through their own experiences and the British- coal strike was
the most important recent experience of the international vro-
letariat. The necessity of revolutionary, of Communist leaders-
hip not only in the ultimate struggle of the proletariat, but also
in its struggle for the maintenanee .of its standard of life, is
the most fundamental and .important lesson and achievement
of the miners’ struggle.










































