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Before the Fall of Shanghai.

By Tang Shin She. lpacD Azidivdl 5

The united front in Shanghai, from the proletariat to the
ourgeoisie, which is direcled against the imperialists and their
2ol, Sun Chuan-Fang, dates from the defeat of Sun Chuan-Fang
1 Kiukiang in November 1026. At that time the inhabitants of
: hanghai, under the leadership of the trade unions, formed a
. hanghai Citizens’ League with the slogan, “Shanghai for the
"1anghaiers!”. This league constitutes a democratic movement
r the abolition of foreign rule and the dictatorship of the
udalistic military rulers. The League numbers many prominent
! durgeois personalities among its members. After the dissolution
-1 the Chekiang autonomous government as a result of the
eacherv of a the Chekiang general and, the threats of Sun
¢ huan-Fang, the latter commenced to attack the Shanghai move-
~ent for autonomy. All the organisations of this movement were
. rohibited; the leaders of the Citizens’ League were threatened

with the death penalty.

Sun Chuan-Fang issued a programmatic declaration against
the “Reds”. At the same time he expressed in'hypocritical form
his agrement with' the teachings of Sun-Yat-Senj he claimed to
be in favour of the convocation of a National Assembly. Now,
at the time of the fight against the Reds, he'asserts there can
only be two fronts: the Red front and the anti-Red Front. He
declares in conclusion:

“If you agree with my views then help me. If not, then
allv yourselves openly with the Reds and ‘do not fight against
me under pretexis!™
He regards the movement for autonomy merely as a'pretext

to fight against him. R

Sun' Chuan-Fang demands-a clear-front: for ‘ot agains{ the
Reds. Then it- would be possible for him to fight energetically
against all who are not for him. But in spite of ‘his' brutal
measures against the population-of Shanghai, there is no ‘end to
the great protest strikes of the workers agdinst him. A great
portion of the textile workers and the street car"and omnibus
workers are’ on strike, as well as ‘the ‘clerks and the artisans.
A general stiike and 'a revolt can break out'at aily moment. The
workers are‘only waiting for a decision on the Chekiang' front.
According to the' latest telegraphic’ reports,”‘thé" Canton “troops
on'the Chekiang front are already 'threatening Hangchow, the
capital of Chekiang. If the revolutionary army is Victorious-here,
then ' the '‘remaining ~ troops of ‘Sun ‘Chuan‘Fang ‘will' “be
annihilated. : y

The Shanghai proletariat and also ‘the' bourgeois elements
are staunch opponents ot the impeérialists. This is’ proved by
the general strike in' 1925 which lasted for' several- months, ‘and
the strike last year 'in the' Japanese 'spinfilng “mills: Now 'the
imperialists, ‘and in the ‘first place'the English; are sending
numerous warships and aircraft and large bodies of troops, in-
cluding ‘many Indian troops, to -China. Theé ‘population of
Shanghai is tremendously excited. The sjtuation is ‘extremely
critical. The fact!that the British troops are umnable to obtain
any quarters in Shanghai, that even' other'imperialist States are
opposed to their entry out of fear of the unrest which it may' call
forth, shows what degree the revolutionary ferment has reached.

If a revolution breaks out-in'‘Shanghai, or if the. Canton
troops march into the town'they will take 'care first to' seize



204

International Press, Correspondence

Neo. 13

2w

§-d & AF AP o

wer in the Chinese quarter; for the railway junctiop.of the ..

K?i.ngpo-Hangchﬁw"Sha yhai Line and of the :Nanking-Shanghai.
railway line and diso the arsenalis. in‘ihe Chinese part of the
town. #n addition {o this they will refrain from responging o’
the provocatibps of the imperialists, in order ‘thereby to prevent
the blood bath™long planned by the latter. Only when the
revolutionary troops will-have-the Chinese quarter in their hands:
will the revolutionaries proceed against the fmperialists. .

¢
greatest industrial town of China.
workers . amounts . fo. half..a million. Since* 1925 these #500;000
workers have stood firmly behind the Red Trades Council.
Azon }hem there~are 17,000 mised Comminists. It<is cer-
ta#h thpt! uider $tich® cirtuinstances® a #evolution-in ‘Shanghai will
hawesm; Quite di ¢ '
Chinesk town. / -

3

Wowen .2
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_~ HANUDS OFF CHINA_

‘The._ E}{ﬁnt,s;.at;.ﬂankow_,.oh January 3rd,
1927. ‘

The following report was received by the
“Inprecorr.” from the H. Q. of the Canton Army. Ed. _

In the three towns of Wuchang, Hankow, ‘and “Hanyang,

unjited; under the name!of Wu~Han (with an laggregate population
of about 2!/, millions), the birth of the new year was to have
been celebrated as a triple festival. Singe  the adoption of the
Western calender in China after the reyolution of 1911, the first
three-days of'the year have been $ef aside for a New Year cele-
bration. At the same time, it had this time been decided, both
officially and on the part of various associafions, that the
transference of the People’s Government, into the heart of China
and the victory of tie national-revolutionary army should be
celebrated on the same occasion, and that in a_manner which
should enable the people 'fully ‘to appreciate ‘the significance of
the festival. Processions and inscriptions were' arranged 'fot this
purpose, while the various divisions of the National People’s
Party (the Kuomintang) and the propaganda department of the
Central ‘Political School had undertaken to serd forth ‘speakers
to address the populace at various public places in the three
towns.
- On-January-2nd; at 3-o’clock in the alternoon, somnre -speakers
thus stood on improvised platiorms on Chinese territory in
front of the Chinese custom-house, which is located between the.
Chinese quarter of Hamkdw  and" #he British .settleiesit, .and
addressed a constantly’ growing “erowd 'of people; who
to them in festive mood and exemplary good order.

S e

&

+1 British: Government.
Shanghat is not. only the greatest harbour town:but*also-the :

Thes number. of “factory .

O

© gettlement.

e

stened

Here the British Consul thought hé had found a particulatly”

propitious opportunity to provoke, irritate, and attack the peaceful
Chinese . people. $oldiers, - fully . equipped; with - rifles,  bayonets,
and trench helmets, were ordered out, trenches and barricades
were formed, and more than 10 machine-guns were. put into
rosition. Yet the well-disciplined listeners remained inactive: The

ritish now began to hustle the Chinese, many of whom- were
‘s_tap'din_g on, a riparian road, forming. part of the British settle-
ment. The Chinese, howeyer, were not slow to recognise; thai
they were merely being provoked by the hostile aftitude of tite
British, .. and; they therelore retired altogether onto Chinese
ground. Nevertheless, they were followed thither by thes British
soldiers, who were cowardly enough to prod the unarmed
peaple with their bayonets. In this manner, a member of the
Seamen’s Union. was killed -outright, while two of -the audience,
Li Tasasui and Fang Hanshan, were mortally wounded and
more, than thirty others received; serious injuries.
« Happily, two'members of the People’s. Gavernment; represen-
tatives.: of  the Hankow - party administration, and the . President
ofryPolice soon, appeared:on. the scene, -calmed. their countrymen
by the promise_to enter.into, negotiations with: the British,:and
succeeded . in, persuading them to. restrain themselves so  that
further, casualties mmight be avoided.. The crowd then. retired in
good order.. .. . | e A O LRI

. It is no:more fhan . natiral that these bloody occurrences
should have excited the entire population of Wu-Han.to an ex-
traordinary degyee, The very samie eveping numerous meetings
were held there for the purpose of discussing the.events ‘and
debaiing. as to the steps toi be taken in face of the.renewed pro-
vocation and cruelty en the part of the Bsitish;, ‘

im o

- C ~'warships frpm.Hankow.:
e}’ character than.a revolution in amy other “j, ™ p :

For the morning of~january 3rd;, the Hankow party admini-

. stration summoned *a special ‘sessfom, which, ‘was attended D)

amore than-300 representativest ol upward§ of200 associations.
~The assembly ‘resgleed to presént an‘appeal to the Government,
embodymg ‘the fellowing eight’ demands: '

1. An energetic protestﬁ,},o be. addressed- at- once to ;the

# . 2. The British Government {o . bg made liable for payment
ofan indempity-to the wounded and to the families of such as
were killed or died of their injuries.
“"3"The culprits' to be delivered
Chinese authorities for punj
" '4. The2British ‘Govern}

’ ui) by the British to the
1ent,.according to Chinese law.
nt’ itnmediately to withdraw its

4. 55, ’A ‘farmal apology:to be made. by thesBritish to the
Chinese, Government' with expressions of regret o
6. The Chinese to be accorded the unrestricted right of
‘holding meetifigs and “arranging processions, Torming associa-
tions, and speaking in publi¢ ‘within the limits of the Brifish
/.7 The British- settlement police-force the British
“Volunteér “forcés to be withdrawn.

8. The British settlement to be placed under Chinese admini-
~stration. It was further resolved that an answer to these demands
be required of the British Government within a period of
72 hours, in default of which the Chinese Government could no
longer undertake: to’ guarantee  the: mhaintenance of peace’ and
order in the British settlement. AH T i

In order taiexclude ail: possibility -of -a ‘repetition of encoun-
iers in the fiture, the. Chiese /Government, was .called upon to

transmit to the 'British ' Government. . the i following -formal
announcements: < ;! YRR ER T TRl ¢ s O I ‘ e

1. Demand for the immediate surrender of the.>British
isettlément. - i (b PR REL: : {

2. Demand for the immediate restoration of Chinese cusioms
autonomy. : i H2iin ‘ :

. 3. Demand for the immediate repéal of the rights of maviga-
tion accorded British steamers on Chinese inland wvaters. ..

4. Demand for the:immiediate abolition of British Consular
jurisdiction. :

5. Announcement.that in case’ of non-compliance with the
above demands, the British settlement would be cut.:off from
traffic with the jouter wdafld and a-general boycott against Great
Britain wauld ensue.

- .. 6. Announcement_that .in. such.an_event all. communication
with the British” would be suspended by order of the Hankow
Gengral Chamber of Commerce, while the, sale or purchase of
_ British goods would br*pnltlﬂ:&

Y It was"turther “resolved “that.
4 ¢ ~T. On January 5th, in the aiternoon, a popular demonstration
should take place on the Tchi-Sun street in connection with a
memorial celebration for such as were killed by the British on
Tanuary ‘3rd; on this ‘bccasion the further . attitude of the
Chinese towards the British should be discussed and determined.

8. The  occirrences “and ‘the reasons which led up to them
should be made known by telegraph to all'the world. ~ -

9. Further measures in this connection should be'entrusted
to a committee to be 'spetially formed and to comprise represen-
tatives of 15 'Dodies, including “the provincial party admiinistra
tion, the Hankow party -ddminisiration, the labour' federation,
the provincial peasants™ association, the Chamber of Advocates,
and the press association. '~ ¢ 4 7o L E

The results of the ‘session-o
orally to” the Government. * : , :

pont-hearing of the ‘occurrences, the executive co‘mml_tlee_gi
the chief party administtation and the members of the People’s
Government had “fmmediatély assembled at a special session, at
which the following resolution was passed: e

“The news that one of our .countrymen has been killed
and that so' many: others have been injured, has aifected.us
most grievously. We’shall:see to_it. that within 24 hours the
Goyernment taies allinecessary steps for safeguarding our
people jand  preventing :the. .recurrence of such cruelty once
and for all. In the meantime we trust that our people will
refrain from helding any assembltes in the British; settlement,
so that undesirable  eomplications , may. be -avoided. On
January 4th, at 7 o’clock in' the evening, the Government

. will publicy announce_ ;what :steps it has taken in this
connection”. { , B

and

1=

vt

i" January 3rd was transmitted

&L
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On the said day and hour, 2 meéeting was held under the
chairmanship of two members of ‘the People’s Government and
afterided by representatives from all quarters, Here it was made
known that the eight demands. as above formulated by the
assembly of associations had been 'accepted by the central party
administration. On the 'basis of these demands the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs had already entered into negotiations with the
British authorities since in this ‘matter the views of the Govern-
ment were completely ‘in accordance with the desires of the
population. At the same time, an order was issued by resolution
ot the Government- that ‘Gemeral Teéheng  Mingtehi should
maintain- order in'-the British settlement by means of reliable
Chinese troops. Finally, the Qovernment representatives - called
upon the people to maintain good: distipline ‘and to. avoid “all
excesses, so that the success of the just cause of the Chinese
people might not be lessenedor delayed-in any way.. °

The peaceable development which: events have ‘taken, thanks
to the prudent conduct of -affairs by the Chinese Jeaders and to

the peaceful character .of the Chinese people despite Britislr

been shatl "ist ai full ‘guazantee: for/the isalety. of tall-Tordign. guests
of China within the territory,,of the National Government. It
is not against the foreigners '4s such that popular feeling is
directed -on suchi occasions, nef yet against the individual citizen
or subject of a foreign power. According to law, all must be
treatetl equally’ and enjoy the equat righits. The' fight which the
national tevolution is waging is. rather’ directed agaiust oppres-

provocation and the fact that the blood of innoceat Chinese, had

sion and-against the representatives™ of-iriperialism.

-Ramsay MacDonald, British Social;
Democracy and  Counter~-Revolution in
o China. '
G By H. P. Rathbone, :
_ The  attack of MacDonald and fthe British’ Labour Party
on thé Chinese revolution las developed so rapidly and Has
becofiie ,so serious’ that in view of present event$ very special
aftention should be paid to"jt; for it contains every despicable
feature: of "active . counter-revolution such as could ‘only be
practiced by the most’ debased of Social Democrats. C

On his return from the Sahara in. Deceriber MacDonald
in an interview ~with "the "“Daily , Herdld” at ance completely
identified the Social Democratic policy on China ' with that
of capitalism, L , ) ' ) ’

.. In the “Socialist ‘Review”’ for January, MacDonald" gently
chides the British Government for their delay in putting forward
a “reasonable” policy: .for meanwhile he says “we have suffered
both in trade and in consequence... our foreign interests are
suffering terribly ‘Tor lack of intelligent anticipation” - (our
emphasis H. P. R’). But of couirse he disclaims: “A mere scuttle
(from China H.P.R.) will certainly not” put ourselves right
with* the -Canton revelutionary governtmient. For of tourse Mr.
MacDonaltt “we” would losé all- those " 'super-profits, ‘wouldn’t
we? Thérefore we must negofiate. But now he turms to the
Catiton Governmient. ‘H the Canton'Government refuses to-nego-
‘tiate “it will hdve to ‘share thé blame for any untoward hap-
pénings”. You "damned scoundrel, MacDonald. What ~do you
‘mean by that except tthat if the Canton government refuses:to
hear from British capitalists their decision as to how ‘mich
-Chitia miist pay it profits to buy them outof the territory which
former British capitaligts’ wrested from them aiter long and
‘blaody. struggles, thien you, MacDopald, agree that British ca-
pitalists can with full “ustice” and iree from all blame proceed
to mufder Aintodd nuibers o6f Chinese? ~ 7", :ul.

But MacDonald presumes_to .put forward the policy. of the
British workers! 7 T RRL el e

Secondly, so that.auf ‘capitalist highwaymen may feel quite
secure.in their policy of “your money or your life”, Mr. Mac-
Donald lays down ‘that ‘fw%at forces rémain in Chinese waters
are’ there solely for, the ‘defence of British lives ‘and "will be
withdrawn imimediately theé menace is removed”. R

" Until .jn fact the Can :
agreed to the terms dictated by British capitalists — or a@s you
put it “the menece. is removed”, you Mr. MacDohald assert
.that the lives .of the British “capitalists who haveé for decades
practised murder. and robbery “on. hundreds of thousands- of
the Chinese people, must be protected by armed’ force:

tion.

ton ‘revolutionary governmient has '

But ‘this is not one only indiciment against MacDouald.
He has not only condoned the policy of the murder _in the
past of the Chinese people in.order that the robbery may be
safely effected but openly advocates its continuance. But there
is more. \ o
" For there is a further coumnt against him and one thai
makes his position_as a true Social Democrat completely. clear.
In an article in the Glasgow .“Forward”, 15. 1..27, he_says

“the Canton Governmernt is responsible for the crowd . that

packed itsell onto the barriers of the Brifish eoncession

at Hankow and  if there was any bloodshed in conse-

quence ... the authority that failed to control the crowd

is jo blame.” ‘ o -
- Now this. “crowd”.as he contemptuously calls i, was a -
workers’ demounstration, and the British forces who prevented
it from freely circulating in the streets of the so-called British
concessions caused’ the .death of at least one who took part
in. it. But ' MacDonald washes his hands of this death, He has
more to say of these crowds. He says no one should have anv
delusion “about the ‘danger of crowds. A passionate crowd .
either in Great Britain or in China is an awkwardly irrespon-
sible thing”. Yes, when by mass demonstration they realise
their power the workers ‘are inclined to. throw’ aside those
leaders who taught them that {liey had no power, who dictated
their .wants, who helped to murder and rob them and to keep
them bound to the capitalists. To. be . sure  “they = become
awkward” Mr. MacDonald. As you have done all that in
Brifain as' well as in. Chinag, the following comes “naturally” as

the revelation of. your Social Qempcraﬁi»c heart; but look W?H i

at its grossness. . L
.. “It is good neither for China nor for us that the liqui-
datiofi (of the treaties F.P.R.) should be doue by riofdus
crowds,  If ‘it is, conflict is as inevitable 'as ‘tomo‘rrow’s
sunrise aid ‘we shall noi be to blame”” B o
‘Let_us away with this bland smug two-laced language and
put. it in plain short words so that all may realise its ftiie
infamy. “In_the name of the British ‘workers I 'declaré that if

‘British capitalism  fails to force the capitalists’ of China into

an. alliance in order to “save” China trom its own’ working
class, then British capitalism has owr complete ‘permission 1o
go in and do the j E ‘itself. o ' o

Beginning ‘with the. support of British capitalism in "his
“Daily Herald”. interview, MacDopald, 'with .all the logic of
which he is capable, has now gone full 'eycle into active op-
position to the whole working class — to open CéUHfé‘Y—TﬁYQltl‘

In this cycle let us investigate the character of “this logic.

He does nof ask himself why the ‘Chinese consider the English

as “the devil of the peace” if he did, this reputation of his
for logic would be most seriously damiaged. For, he would
have found -that of all capitalists the British have ithe greatest
acturulated profits invested in China, and theréfore: draw the
largest profits from the labour ~of the Chinese workers, that
right from the dawn of intervention in’ China it wys the ‘British
who were the mdin advocates of this intervention. British

‘capitalism_instigated the wars to_erforce the import of opium

on an uawilling Chinese people, and British capitalists got
most of the plunder from those wars: it was: 4 British repre-

sentative at the League of Nations opium conference vho suc-

cessfully opposed the Chinese plea for the prevention .of the
import of opium into China from India; for' to” British capi-
talists opiwm' growing is as profitable as rum-running to_the
United ; States. and a, thousand {imes - safer ‘'when permitted by
warship-backed {reaties. Tt was-the British capitalists' who- tried
to prevent an investigatjon into the Shanghai murders. It was
the British, capitalist .government who_massacred ‘the defenceless
townr. of. Wanhsien and who caused the murder’ of the ‘striking
Chinese workers on a British-owned Chinese railway.” Finally,
it is the British capitalists, who, after subsidising the counter-
revolutionary forces of Chang and Wu with'their own money,

have conceived the diabolical plan of subsidising them with the

‘money of the Chinese themselves. This -was done by~ giving

both Chang and S, .in the recent: Memorandum, free permis-
sion o levy the Washington surtaxes. =~ & -~° . o v
1t 'is therefore not surprising that: MacDonald - didxnot ask
the -question ‘why, or he might not have been able te reach
the- satne -conclusion-and yet retain his reputation for logic. ' .
Again when asserting in the “Socialist Review” that “the

“old donditions have imposed certain ‘obligations: on us” he

did “not ask “how those obligations - were - “impased”. For . his
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reputation. for logic would have received another severe blow,
as, he would have been compelled to-answer, only altér invasign
and "decimation, war and’ pliunder, T Ut R T 0
_In"the “Socialist Review” also he-did not ask’ whos¢ were
the 'lives that’ British forces'should’ remaih in- Chinése” waters
to “defend” and why they so gladly wanted to remair there,
and why héjin ‘full agreement {vith fhe bourgeoisi€; ‘considered
that ‘they" were “menaced”; To inaintain his reputation ‘as 4 logi-
cal mah he would have beefi compelled to ignore such' questions
s “impudent”. These British ‘lives ‘aré'tH¢ lives of British ca-
pitalists;' British merchants ‘and the whole apparatus-pi British
colomial’ exploitation. The lives of those Tew . British ' workers
who “are ‘theré aré not “iiienaced” for ‘they are’ not responsible
lor this apparatus of colonjal exploitation. They themseives are
exploited. Now in' Shanghai alon¢ these British capitalists have
invested sGme 63 ‘million poudds “in its industriés; land ‘and
building, and on most of {his capital they- draw huge’ dividends.
For instance the. British-American’' Tobacco Co. which ‘has three
factories i Shanghai have drawn dividends of at léast 24% ior
the fast 27" years and in somé of those years it rose fo 30%.
Thesé capitalists naturally want to’'femain’there. - 57 %
o But why “are they' “menaced”.’ Firstly “because these Huge
simg are “annually extorted “from ‘the "Chinese workers 'by! ca-
pifalists; but in’ addition ‘they are British, capitalists who have
exported it”qut .of the country. Therefore’ the ~Chines¢’ workers
in ‘their protest get 'a’certain support also froth, the Chinese
niérchants also. Secondly, and miore immedidtely, to obtain 'these
huge profits ' English “capitalists ,m‘aot{i.c? ‘the most ,brittal - ex:
ploitatioif: | It. is reported for' instance that the same British-
“American ‘Tobacco” Co. ‘which” pays *24%' 'dividends “eniplolys
800. children under 12 years. of age. The British in a repott
orf ‘an’ investigation into 'labour’ conditions' i;r’l,’é-‘Shzan%baiy _made
‘great parade of  the “assertion flrat the British employed less
‘child 'labour” than* dnyothet  nationality in Shanghai. ‘But they
did not mention . that the British™ own directly or ‘ithrough
thortgages large parts of the land in Shanghai, that the British
owned binks dominate in Shanghai, that in fact British 'inferests
‘are  the - “preponderating ‘interests” 'in ~Shanghai ' (“Times’

é ...l 27). Therefore it is, mete hypoctisy’ to' declare that 'the
‘British capitalists. derive_ the least interest Trom the eéxploiftation
of ‘child labour, for indirectly British ' eapitafisni, -tfhwx“éhgh‘ its
‘“preponderating interests”, derives immensé profit from ftie
exploitation of, the workers' childred, 14% of the eiitire number
of workers in Shanghiai iere_ children, according'to’ the British
Labour Conimiissioner, reporting to the' British House' of . Com-
mors in’ 1925, o : AR T e
The British capitalists apd their hangers on, who have a
“preporiderating inferest” “in such’/a rate of ‘exploitation, are
therefore in fear of being “menaced” by the rising nationalist
Jorces in China who,_derive their strength fram the workers
and peasants, , 0T U o T e T e
[+ Mr, MagDonald, further to save his " reputation for logic,
says in the “Forward” article 15. 1. 27, from 'which we have
already ,quoted, in speaking of the’ treaties, ‘that “the. past: (in
China H, P.R). shoiild be liquidated because'it is past”. Now if
instead- of, making such_an epigrammatic dhd clever remark"he
had'really investigated why the treaties should be liquidated ant
why agzin their ddys were num;%er@d?"hg", would “Have again
been compelled to do. violence to His 16gic,§q’rfﬁhe could fievér
break his alliance with, capitalism) by 'showing ‘that'the freaties
were imposed upon the ,Eine»se people by the force ‘of an dlien
capitalism — a capitalism which he'is supporting — and that
their. days. were numbered precisely because of the ‘fevolt of
the Chinese people against thém, & revolt’ which found 'i#ts in-
spiration . in the Chinese. workers, =~ 7. ° 7o b
, ... Finally, he straifis to the utmost the ‘eapacity of ks readers
‘to’ absorb; the most revolting confusionism, agdin only in "order
to _maintain his Jogical standpoint. When he puts forward: the
dollowing: . T T e
. +“They (the ‘short-visioned busines$ men’ H,P.R) also
-~ say that we are damaging our . prestige. . The. question
. however .is, how .are we; to. keep. it; Certainly fiot by
‘- Wanshien: and-Shanghai -affairs ., .. I mpst express my view
that at the moment the issues .are, less in our han fs fhan
- .in those of, the Canton government” (oyr émphasis' H. P.R.).
= ~Té maintain his -logical: standpoint; of  support :of ;papitalism
‘MaeDonald fifst admits that there is such:a- guestion as. prestige
*and ‘that # < rmist be ‘kept: But:how?. .For, so he.says, the
“fnethod of massacring: the: Wanshien population won’t-do.. Ganton
‘has the arswer. It must -agreeito share the plunder;with British
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capifalism. 1f.it doesn’t agree, well the cousequences, are not
“in out hands”; the -ineXorable logic ‘of events, howeyer, will
compel its to ‘adopt the Wanshien method. But “we” don’t.agtee
with' it.” Still, the inexorable logic of ‘events cannot be gainsaid.

. Out with_ you MagcDonald, Your. logi¢ has shown. yoii a
flunkey of capifalism = a ¢ounfer-revolutionary 5- and a hypocri-
fieal Marl™ Co 0 T e
" And, your fear of a “passionate crowd” — ¥an aw

. d your fe pa: kgvardly
!rer»S%Ol‘-‘S.Hbleu,ihw”~ has shown . you up as-g -coward.. to. .
.. The manifesto. of, the Natignal. Labour Party, which: like-
wise:expresses willingness to .withylraw: “Bitish. waeships: from
Chinese ferritorial iaters upox. aj. agreement, as- 1o the; sequnidy
of the lives of British.residenis”, shows that indhe essential
point of your whale arggment the leaders of the Labour Party
SUPPOTE YOU., o L L b et e e
_ British . Sogial, Democracy. then- standss convicted -0k your
criimes and, thus. seeks .10, involve the whole of -the Labour.‘Move-
Jment in . #his: counter-revolutionary:attack. on the .Ghinese: re-
volution...;, - ... .o (i) gttt R
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| 4th: February "1927,
Party, of China Has published a mapjfesto
the events- iy Hankow accusing. the British

roypking, the, Bloody " copflict, with. the "Ohinese
masses as an excuse Tor demanding reprisals from ‘the natioial
govermment against the masses.

_The manifesto points out that the national government ab-
olisheky: the) gonfliet m&akim_mvc{luw afimipistyatignijof the
British cougession apd demanding .the withdrawal of the British
trébps ! (FRE!? Beifish* gliverfidicnt P dedkifed el s prpatet to
hand over its territory to iggﬁgaﬁonal government, but con-
sidered this action only as B Y pobary concession. The British
are vconducdﬁ:}rieg ne, oﬁa:t;ons with'the! mitim_ﬁﬂf government withoz}\xt
Kivieg. up, their. plags for an interve gm .for one moment. At
’gi“ 5 pimq“{eﬁ?"ey‘ g‘zmé'‘,&nf(fg){gu a?g‘i%%? ﬁ%{gg("fsg Liti fo attack
‘the Sk iérs, prof him” HafbFial and pofitical stpport.
s ‘press’and  the” semj-official répo
,..‘ ‘c‘x i 1 iﬁ

e

Py i
o e
s Uiz M

ofiniod’ for “an " intérvention

in. ‘Hahkow, declari
(—égi?ld(fe.ngs; i it
&' been st

aré earefylly’ ‘pr
Talse ‘repotts, y
.the, lives «of. . qther
threatened and that ' the Chinese
against the whité by a ‘};gngﬁu. f extr
‘the Boxér Ttising. o
... The, sonspiracy organised by. the Byit Spa
Jordet. lo"be_ able {0, carcy"ouf thelr’ Plans for iftervention they
“wish'fo form’ 4 united front in thei own' country and if possible
to unite ‘afl the imperiafiSts agairist tHy C_&?I;f?ﬁ) révolittion. The
present. negafiations ,(;prdh’métég aﬁy thie, Briftiy "With" the ‘nationl
rent are’only 2 hlind in order to, gaifk time to-mobilise
ﬂ%gig"r}f;glr('ﬁes_,f w;: j":("»:i ‘b)“ H ,‘}‘f s y,(')}».h.!;}.l;;
.. The, manitesto’ congludes by "appealing fo the wprkers.and
,peasants of tu;ljn..a to, ,s;ugpa_rf ﬂj}& de?nﬁmé@n%f the g%qgg;im;erp-
ment, for’the abolition of, the.extra-termitarial, privileges  of - fhe
forgigners, dhe handing bask of the congessions, and the with-
diawal of all. armed forges.  The: reyglution is oy, then cértain
:when, the masses: rely ypon themselves and, support. the national
.government. which. must , remain firm_in face, of .the British

st

ish is brllispureit. T

.attack.. . LT O T T ST 0 O PR R N L 71 D Lot s RUNUEEES SR PRI
A R L o AN LT U TR 0 L AT RN R o
' Great Britain, the Baltic States and .

i Lo g gk it ey Sl
' 'Social Democrécy.” ., i
1 l“BYM-G'—*b'ECzh(MQSCQW)“ - e
") Day. by day more'Jight'Is thrown bh the intéfventionaty in-
}teﬁt’i‘,dns’ 6;) %he‘Bfiti'stFbreig"’h fo?g'é‘in ifs relatipis to the Baltic

“Border States.” The Great B;i.tai‘ﬁ';b’f“?,i(:’fiéinl‘)fetl,aﬁni o Yonger” re-
e

ting’ Etitope against’ the
1 g

.gards, these States as a'rampart protecting’ Etitope against the
45'a biiis,of Opgrations

.1roads, of the “Red Monster”, ‘bui‘%r'
against the Soviet Union. | ' '7. -7
.., Great Britain employs vari6u

; : AT % RN 3 ‘,ke,th:e‘pOIicy):Oi
ithe Baltic countries ‘subserviefit 107 jts’ ?{W ! efids: ' Last year it
in comj sthidiia;’ ”fg}“"llpgij rsé@rpt

succeeded. jun comiplefely; subjugating E
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of ‘a‘loan of #£ 1,350,000 4nd by, virtue of its foreign debts to
Great Britain' to the extent of £2,000,000. Esthonia hasactually
become more or less a semi-colony of British capital, which now
glays' a predoriiinant role iii Esthotiian economy, seeing that the
ritish investments (both capital investments and foreign enter-
rises) have penetrated into the banks and into the railway and
industrial enterprises of the country.
By e{ﬁﬂila:.ws,“ﬁreat Britaih, has, -also ;exereised, a. pres-
sure ’o’rlf

atvia and Finland. British influence on thé ‘economy of

these two countries,is. likéwise very -¢tifisiderable, since Great’

Britain is the chief importer of Latvian and Finnish timber and
paper, Finnish- matches; ‘Latvian flax,oil, etc. In the first nine
months of..1926, 38,5 per: cent.. of the. exports from Finland and
38 per cent. of those from Latvia went to.Great, Britain, :The
joint-stock companies . and, banks in both these, countries are
greatly flependent, on British ¢apital.. According to official Lat,
vian sources. (“Economists”, organ. of the Latyvian Ministry, of
Finance,;in; its. issue .of December .15th, 1926),:09,9 per .cent. of
the bank share-capital and:50, per cent: of the sharercapital of. the
_ industrial. enterprises - are in . the hands of foreigners, among
whom - the British are prominent. The dependerice; of Latvia .on
British ‘capital, is. likewise illustrated by the enormops fargign
debt of £ 2,300,000, ,which, without. even counting .inferest, Latvia
is-bpund to re-pay;tq:Great Britain in the course of 30.years.. -
It is perfectly obvious that these countries, being economi-
cally so greatly dependent on Brifish capital, should be ohliged
to ‘fashion their foreign ‘policy il ‘keéping’ with British, combi-
nations against Soviet' Russia,” which, éxplains’ the fatility of our
guarantée fiegotiations with Latvia and giniand.'
. It would, hbwever, be wrong {6 .believe, that British’ policy
i the Bdrder States ‘is limited fo work of a passivé nature dnd
directed exclusively towards ‘preventing guarantee agréeéments or
the econeéinic approach to' Soviet Russia planred’ by the business
cifcles in the Baltic countries. == s e Ton e A
On the contrary, Great Brifain has also its active programire
in regard to the border States, namely that of creating at any
price an antiSoviet bloc’ out ‘of the Baltic'States and' Poland and
of ‘realising - those ‘plans ‘which ‘e foriner arbiter' in'the Baltic
coumntries, the France ot Poinearé, ‘did ot suéceed in carrying
out. Ina contribution to the Vienna®“Neue Freie Presse” of De-
cember’-30th, 1926, ‘Count Coudenhove:Calergt, head ‘of the #*Pan-
Furope’ movémert, describes a’highly characteristic *‘scheme for
the pacifiéation’ of: Eastern Europe” the’gisttof: Which( is ‘as fol-
lows: “Hi o tamiomin e b et il i
“[a the first place, Polandand:Lithuania ‘are to revive the
union which -existed between :these two .countries .in past cen-
{ories.” Within the limits of Poland, which, with 30 million in-
habitants;- would:.thus .become ‘a Great Power, Lithuania would
Dbe accorded an:autonomy after the.pattern of that granted to
Treland. ! T T IO R v
- - Secondly: Vilna:is to be. restored to Lithuania under a mu-
tual. guarantee -of the rights of national minorities.:: .. .
- Thirdly:. Poland, thus .enlarged, and with access to. the sea
at Mermel, to: restore the Dapzig corridor to Germany. :
_Fourthly: Germany to.accord Poland a iree harbour, aiter
the style of the Czechoslovak hirbour at Hamburg, 16 join the
alliance between Fratice and Poland on an'’équal folting with
those . Powers, and'to secute, together With Frarce, the eastern
frontier of Poland against all attacks, the alliance bétween France
and Germany, automatically reinforced by Poland (oBviously a
miisprint;instead of ‘Poland’, read ‘Roumahia’ ‘M: G.) and Cze-
‘choslovakia, forming fHe 'basis of Pam:Eirépe. '
' Fifthly: Russia %’q‘ receive a frée harbour (Libauy in the ice-
free . portion of the Baltic, in consideration of 'is consesit’to all
these innovations,” ' 7 it En s BERESG
" Eliminating the fifth stipulation’ in regard'to’ Libau being
opened ‘Tor the use of the Soviet Unién — since this' clause ‘is
merely a blind — *thi$ planfor the ‘“patificationi ‘of Eastern Eu-
rope” may be summed up-as follows: destrii¢tion of Lithuania,
-extention of the borders of Poland, reconciliation of Poland ahd
Germany, "and. formation of a Pan-European bloc against ‘the
Soviet Union. Thé Pan-Furopean moverient certainly never re-
vealed itself so brazenly in all its imperialisti¢ and anti-Soviet
‘tendencies. L TP S R T
' What, then, is the attitude of the couniries concerned towards
this plan, ‘which - so* obviously: bears the hall-mark “Made in
England”? As regards Lithuania; the “Tautos Volia”, the organ
ot the Fascist Party, welcomed this plan even: prior tothe upheaval
and calléd upon the ‘Slashevitch Governmient to come to an under-
standing' with -the “‘great” Powers, since “otherwise Vilna would
remain a forlorn hope for Lithuania”.

. fa+ thie ipolitical” cirtles 'of Germany, the British' pldn ‘of a
transformation of the map of Eastern Europe has met with open
sympathy, which was especially ‘apparent aiter the Fascist revoli
in Lithuania, when the official- aud semi-official press of Ger-
many started discussing the question of Lithuania in the name of
“Europe”.. o . Co K R

. Thus, the “Borsen-Courier”, e, g.. writes that the plans for
dividing up Lithuania are gaining more and more ‘adherents in
the political ‘salons of ‘Europe. If in the'very near future Lithu-
ania should fail to find new ‘directives, it would surely be ruined.
Similar opjnions ‘are expressed by Strésemann’s organ, the “Tig-
liche Rundsthau” and by the semi-official Government organ, the
“Deutsche “Allgemeine Zeitang”, = = B oo
" This-political activity iii the Baltic on the part of Germany
which ‘coincides with the general growth of the specific weight
of ‘Germany in world politics, is also to be'exglaine’d by the pre:
dominant position' occupied by Germany ‘in the economy of the
Border States. In 1925, Germany provided 50,7 per cent. of the
tofal imports, and consumed 58,8 per cent. of the tofal exports of
Lithuania. 'In regard to Latvia, the respective figures were 22,7
and 41,5 per cent., with reference to Esthonia, 31 per cent. and
29,5 per, cent., and in.respect of Finland, 13,4 "and 31 per cent..
‘. Finally, if we inquire into Poland’s attitude towards this
combination of “Memel - Vilna — Danzig”, it can. hardly be
presumed that Poland, whose ecoiiomy is’ even now very, cosisl-
deraply détermined by the Exchanges of London and New York,
and whose foreign policy is closely allied 4o that of the British
Fareign Office, will offer any resistance,to the British project of -
an- imperialistic . re-distribution -in Eastern  Europe, -a" project
which purpagrts _the realisation at any price of the idea,of an_ anti-
Soviet bloc of the Border States. ... . o o
- ;As regards. the Social Democrats;  we: merely desire to esta-
blish three outstanding facts. IR

1. Early -in January, Tadeusz Holéwko,: a member of the
P. P:. S, paid a visit to Latvia as.a special envoy of Pilsudski’s.
In contradiction to the utterances of the Latvian Prime Minister
of Foreign Afiairs, the Social Democrat Zeelens, the. Polish press
declares this_ mission: of Holéwko’s. to have: been a.complete
success. S g

The Lithuanian Sqcial Democrats themselves .are begipning
1p. ineline fowards the necessity of an approach: between Pgland
and Lithuania. This, /gew . orientation” was especially apparent
on the occasion of the budget debates in the Lithuanian Parlia-
ment shortly before the upheaval, whén, speaking in the name. of
his fraction, the Social .Democratic ‘leader Kajris criticised the
“petrified; attitude . of - Lithuania in regard to the question of
Vilna’;,, demanding. that some agreement or other be attained
with Poland. . . ) T T TS .
~..3..QOn: January 2ad. and 3rd, a discussion took place: at
Reval between the: Latvian, Esthonian, and Finnish Foreign Mt
njsters, two of whom were newly-appointed Social Demacratic,
Ministers, viz. Voynmaa, acting for Finland, and Zeelens, for
Latvia. One of the main items among the agenda of these dis-
cussions, was naturally the question of.the guarantee agreements
with the Soviet Ugnion. -According to official announcements, the
Reval .negotiations, showed “complete unanimity of the -three
Foreign, Ministers in all points”, which, in fact means the dis-
inclination of the Social Democratic Cabinets to conclude gua-
rantee treaties with the Soviet Union. . | P

" ~The facts above enumerated show most ¢learly. the immediate
help afférded by the;Social Democrats. of. the :Baltic countries to
the undermining; of. the guarantee treaties and: the realisation of
the anti-Soviet intentions of Polish-British' imperialists in the
Baltic’ regions. ‘Meanwhile the anti-Soviet nature of the inten-
tions of Great Britain in these territories is openly avowed by
ideologists .of British imperialism. Suffice it to .quote:a charac-
teristically frank passage irom ‘the article by Robert- Machrai
which appeared in the last (January) issue of the Conservative
“Fortnightly Review”. In speaking of the.British attitude towards
the Ballic countries, Machrai says: .~ RS

“The Soviets make out, that British' policy supports the Bal-

1ic countries.. This is indeed the case, at any rate morally, but

it is also a fact politically speaking, in the sense ‘that @Great Bri-
tain s 'the main prop of the League. of Nations, 'to- which the -
Baltic: border’ States turn naturally. for ‘aid and to the principles
of which they adhere, as they have proved by their -attitudein

the matier ot the guarantee proposals of the Soviet Union. The

League -of Nations, meanwhile, is- undoubtedly ‘sironger now
than if formerly was,” ‘ : o

s e e
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Sweden an English Naval Base
T Baltic? == .
. By L. St. (Stockhalm).

Swedish Social Democracy has always been adept in is-
guising .its positive attitnde towards “the defence of the father-
land” with "pacifist phrases about neutrality, During the wprld
war, several activists, whe desired to range the Swedish army
corps, on the side of Germany, were, removed from. tise parly,
whereas ' Papa. Branting with his ,francophile tendency. was.aon
this  score by no means .turned  out of the party. During dis-
cussions of the army estimates under previous governmenfs, the
Spaial Dentocrats were always, in. the “opposition”. But as soon
as fhey themselves took oyer the reins of government they dis-
closed’.their true character. When they were last in office, thsy
madg’ much ado about submitting an estimate providing for .a
“reduction”’ of -the army and the navy. As a . matler. of  Iast,
however, the estimate constitued a_reinforcement of the ‘military
forces. by means 9f cerfain modernisation and techpical mgodi-
fication of the weapons in use. o S

At present, as the Social Democrats are. again an . ‘“oppo-
sition party” in'Parliament, {hey have suddenly discarded their
pacifist garb and have 'taken "the lead in .advocating “a’ bill
providing for the expenditure ‘of 106 'million crowng™for the
building of cerfain fresh unit§ for the navy! In the parliamentary
committee for naval affairs, comprising’ members of the varipus
parfies, with the exclusion of the Communist, Party.of Sweder,
and “including two Social. ‘Derfiocrats, and a chairfan fin “the
person of the Social-Démocratic ‘formeér  Minister of ‘War, Per
Albin ‘Hansson, ‘the estimate was’ accepted unanimously and
passed over to the Government and to Parliament. I seems likely
that this estimate will; therefore, 'be! accepted: in- Parliament by
a large majority. o ORI ERNREIRE

" The whole ‘of ‘thé bourgeois P-re‘s‘s“from night 4o left is
jubilant -over _the patriotic ‘reasonableness” of these’ committee
members ‘and ° praises ' Per Albin' Hansson as a ftrue patriof.
Inteed, an important newspaper -apologises to ‘this Soecial De-
mocrat for -attacks made upon-him in leaders “while he was
Minister of War. T

- The- project prowides especially -for - the construction of
battléshiips of the so-called “F” fype. These- are small-dread-
naughts” with high-speed and - heavy armament making them
strong battle units. Furthermore, s ttiother ships' for aeroplanes
aré to be built, ‘also other units. SRR ’

‘ In the first place, the Bill, ‘therefore, appears to ‘correspond
exactly with the wishes of the Swedish bourgegiisie. It'is clear
that the estmate will ‘be exceeded-by the cost of comstmucting
the cruisers, submarines and torpedo-boat destroyers. And why
should Sweden ‘in. particular require such a “coastal 'defence”?
Is tthe country -threatened by Finland?" Finland hardly has-afy
seaworthy ‘ warships, and, ‘moreover, betweén these two- states
there were last year- in progress ‘unofficial and -semi-official
‘negoffiations concerning allfances “of friendship and ’defence.
‘Again, the King of Sweden and the President of Finland ex-
changed ‘visits of ‘friendship.’ Are the other allies of the Ledgue
of ‘Nations and the neighbouring Sates ‘along the Balfic -coast
to be feared? Surely mot, for if 'Was just the chief adtors in
the Leagite of Nations upon whom -this year wére conferred
the Peace Prizes from the ‘Scandifiavian Nobel Fund. K is clear
that these armaments are a link in the chain of Britain’s enda-
avours {0 create an armoured.ring dround -the Soviet:¥nion. .

‘The Commumist Party of Swedéen is developing:ian’ extensive
campaign against these armaments -and -against -the. monstrous
bluff on'‘the pant.of Swedish Social -Democracy. “Fhe: prinvipal
work of the party will lie in .this direction for the immediate
future. The truth about. Social-Democratic procedure will - be
spread "in every work-shop and at every. meeting of workers to
-enforce reflection and decision there.. =~ - I

- The- same Social-Democratic leaders and Parliamentarians
who cut down ithe maintenance teceived by tens ‘of thousands of
unemployed, but who want: to pour hundreds .of millions into
the maw of that Moloch, militaristh, for the suppression of the
only Workers’ ‘and Peasants’ State in the world, . will now
bring into: play: more intengively than ever (their .innumerable
demagogic.iricks and dodges. But these will ‘not: be 50 suocess-
ful as they::used to- be..A ‘fairly. strong ovpositioniiis already
being:: formed: .among ‘Social -Democratic ‘workers “against the
leadership. This' has become so:lively.that even some of the
leaders are influenced by it to the extent of: “critising?: the Bill.

in the

It is here that the Communist Papty is concentrating all jts means
of.agifation and propagapda. The appgsition should-be_ erystali-
sed .and won, over to ( mmun,i‘gsm.?'ol'l‘fe disgracelul . plans of
g\,ma.(l?lk geiélg developed by British Imperialism.. must be -nipped
in the bud, ’ . - .

Herzog's Legislatian to Enslave ‘South
- .+ African Natives. -~ -~
By James Shields (Johannesburg).

- The proposed new native legislation of “the-South' African
Pact Govermiment which wiill shortly “be btought: before Parlia-
ment- is thoroughly anti-working-class jin - evéry respect. ‘Not
only does it aim ‘at lincreéasing the burden bf' capitalist-exploita-
tion on the back -of the vast native population, ant -clears'the
way 0r an ‘onslaught on the existing stamdards’ of -the white
workers. The new legislation Wwhich-"wilt' be dealt with ~ at
the'- jorthcoming Parliarhentary  session - is ‘made —up . -of the
four so-cufléd- native : bills which were. outlined ldst year by
General ‘Hertzég. These bills comprise -— Nattve’ Disfranchise-
ment - and ' Representation in - Parliament’ ‘Bill; *Union ‘Native
Council - Bill, - Colouréd ' Persons’ ‘Rights” ‘Bill, ‘and ‘the Native
Land Bill.- .~ @ RN ' ‘

“ 1t has been ‘sta‘t'eiq,‘f‘by the Premier. and ofhers that these
four bills are 10,be, considered solely ‘as. one piece of legislation,
and ithat no particular *bill_can be passed’ by itsell" byt must
be faken. in. copjunction. with the ofper three. What is the
ajm of this new legislative policy? . A’ briel -examination of
the varipus measures is very illustrative. ~° . :

; First of all the proposals. .contained in the - Native - Dis-
franchise and Representation in Pgrliament Bill lay -it . down
that the Cape native vate lis to be abolished, Up to the present

. time  this. vote is, the iright. of .some fifteen .thousand natives in

the Cape Prevince. who- ferm approximately a little less than
8: per cent of. the total.. yofers’ list in that area. In return
for . the tpking -away of the Qape; franchise .the native popu-
lation throughout S. Africa; .is o be permitted to elect seven
Eurppeans; M. ;L' A’s-40; the House of Agsembly, It is significant
ta. note, .however, fhat the said seven M. L., A’s will, anly
be. elgcted- by Chiefs, Headmen, and <‘other; promiinen} natives”
designated as electors by ithe Governor General. The seven
so elected will have .no vpte on-.questions .of eenfidence.
Secondly, there s the ‘Union. -Native '€ouncil ‘Bill which
provides “for the election of a National Council of Natives
comprisifig #ifty members. ‘Of these fitfy - members fifteen are
to be Gavernment nominees the remairing thirty five being
elected by ‘the same “electors” who will vote for the: seven
M. L. A% They will -have -no" power -to:«ecide : om serious
questions affecting the.native masses; but will merely be {pwing
to the nature of their selection) a eoterie ofi/Governuvent: sup-
porters to assist in“careying -eut -official- Goveriment, policy.

Thirdly, there is the Coloured Persoms’ Rights Bill whioh
is supposed to provide the, oppentunity, for the Cape colourdd
peovle (Eur-Africans) to atfain an egual statps in every respect
to that of the Europeans. In the first place however this Bill
lays it down that only coloured persqns who' conform to a
European. standard of life will .come within the scope, of the
Act. If a coloured man {s, descended. from parenis one of wham
‘hapoens, 1. be .an_aporigine. he. will.be classed ynder the
heading _of ,“Native’. And ; what will be the mnights of those
coloured people who come under the iscope of the Bifl2. There
is: mention -made, but np. detajls, stated, of the coloured, people
being given social.” ecomomic .and pelitical  righis the . same
as the Europeans. If the Bill becomes law they will be.allowed
to vote for the retyrn of one white M. L..A. for the whale
of.the eouniry, but: will.not: be permitted. xthvg»fe‘;glqn_g..w(th
Europeans for., Hg;lj‘@;nentg;y» representatives,. This state of

affairs is to ;remain, in. force for .seven years -giter which time

it may. be revised, . : R g )
Last of all comes the Native Land Bill, the reagl,_‘cr».q_x gf
the - whale. scheme. ‘Ta wunderstand ithe: pew  Laund Bill it is

‘necessary to know the gist of the . Smuts’ Land Act of 1913,

for- it.ds mrecisely - uvon that ‘Aot that. the -present Bill is
founded.  The Smudst Land Aet of 4913 was drawa wo in: the
interests of ‘the big ‘white tand wonopalists ‘who shad:‘become
alarmed -at native encroachment in: various .areas. The, 1913
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-Act wias introduced. in order to:prohibitand discourage native
land  acquisition, and to.relegate.the inatives: 4o the so-caled
reserved ;areas. To these: areas the 1913 Ack addeéd. nothing
but merely, jas it were, stabilised: their existence. It is signi:
ficant to, note that the ' native reserves are dotied about-.:the
varnious Provinces, presumably .with.a view ito preventing native
upity and -autonomy. G vt : v
~ .Now comes the Herizog Lapd .Bill’ which contains pro-
visions even more drastic than iglipredecessor of 1913. Not
only..dges it grant no more land .ito, natives hut rather: the
reverse, seeks to dake .away. some of the land they.already
have. It lays stress.on .the ifact: that ‘releaséd areas’. will be
thrown. open for competitian: between Ewropeans: and natives.
What does this. actually, - mean? K menns. that the opportynity
is given. to. the big white land monopolists to buy.out those
nadives who have succeeded iin  gstablishing: themselves.in these
sp-called released; .areas. Put into otherd words . it means. the
commencement of a whalesale ;. driving. of ‘natives from the
land altogether, for the natives will never. be able to.-compete
successfully with the - whites . for the puvchase of land..

" According to the 1916 Year - .Bagk. - there were . over
1,600,000 -uatives . living ‘ini-European: areas; and that nwnber
must have., considerably. jncreased since, that period..Most oi
these elemenys will undoubtedly be-bought out,.and, the question
fherefore arises where can. they. possibly. wrn to? Cerdainly ' not
to the crowded -native locations -which have comfinually, shrumk
and -most of , which are - already _supporting  .something like
8C or 90.inhabitants to: the: square mile (in some:cases 200 to
the sq.mile), and consequently.are congested to the wtimost. In
any case the Government has fixed, a maxingam, acreage lor
each- tribe and Jaid it down that Jand can ounly be acquired
by tribes -or kindred groups and,not-by individuals. This pro-
cedure servies a dual:purpose,-for it not only .preveats individual
acquisition -of land, but it relegates  parlicular tribes to spegific
areias and so puls.a heavy ebstacle in.ihe way ol tribal fusjon.
Againye ask the question; do- whege can these landless elements
turn? ;. R TN T P Tt RIP S T Py

In part two of:the Land Bill the answer is provided to
this . question. ' According #o,;part:2 of, the Bill,every native: who
cannot find @ijoothold on the land pr on the crowded reserves,
must .bécome. a, servant -on. any; terms; he,cam get. “For a native
to be, unemployed and homeless is a criminal: offepce” punishable
by law. From this ruling also. it kikewise.iollows that should
a native . langworker become dissatisfied with-his, employment
and ghrow it up,he is liable to.be thrown into gaol.'So well
.calculated is the purpose,of the Government with regard o
flooding the land. with landless natives that it has. ingluded a
clause, whereby.(Government machinery is to be. set up 1o “pro-
vide for a. 4air’ distnibution . of, the labour force ;amongst
employers”. This spme machinery will also fungiion in wiping
qut; any, possihility.,of ;,one . employer’. oytbidding the. other {for
native tabour. In conjumction with these megsures however, it
is definitely.lwid: down, in the "Act.that each, farmer "is . entitled
foemploy a certain. nuymber of: native Labour Tenants, the
Labour Tenant in, such case being. required tq render. to his
employer . ayearly .period. of :labour amounting to 180  days.
Truly the introduction of sesfdom. with.a vengepnce.. Again,
these Labour . Tenants will: be bound.by.contract (flis. contract
making itnecessary for the tenanf’s :denendengs. — wife, children
— contribiting theiir auotaiof work) and registered . as servants
for the puriposes-of the Masiers and Servants Act. The latter
ifem means that breach of contract renders the Labour Tenant
liable to proseecufion.y . ... . o . s ool v

What is likely o be thre effect of the legistation as:a whole?
And ewhat will ; its « practical rconsequences be? It can omly
work. out.in one :way, and -hadis by -intensifying cheap labour
competition:beth: on the Jand- and -in the industrial centres.
With ' huge native laboarv supply: let “loose on thewland the
sbywoners --and - landiess awvhités -will. be -driven  into the  towns
it search of work, and . consequentlywill : be.used as:a- lever
‘for. depnessing -exisling -standards. Labour conditioms of labour
“temants and +their dependents: (child labour) will likewise render
thousants . of .natives superfluous. insithe. domain  of agriculture,
and force them also imio the towns, forming, a dangerous
competifion:4o the workers-in industey,. . oo . ;

5 Such ig; the policy ef the .Lapour-Nationalist Government
(the Pact), a policy which aims at ilooding the labour market
~with cheap mative labour.and furfher,_concentrating the owner-
ship ol dand in.the hands:of a few. Thig is the menace which
Jangs over the heads of (e, South Alrican: masses. How are

‘new markets and, in its further course;

they preparing to combat it? Unfortunately the tnast importast
seatibns - of he ‘fabour movemert, « the Trade Unions, appear
to be still fast asleep. Not so the Labour ‘Pirty, however, ‘which
definitely takes up ‘the cudgelé on the master class’ behalf' by
spreading the illusion that the proposed legislation is a schethe
for giving land to the natives and segreyating them apart
from the whites to develop on théir own' lines: %hls ‘falsehaod
has been repudiated by no less thian the Government Secretary
for Native Affairs! Major Herbst; who opénly declared’’ that
“lerpitorial segregation is & dead question... segrégation is
not a principle of the'Land Bill”. T A
.. The naflive masses, however, are beginning to' be brought
to - realisation that all is not well by the authonitative dédara:
tions of m number of impertant bodies which have’ graspéd the
real meaning of things. TheJoift Council fat’ natives, a Fibéral
humanitarian body ‘compoed’ of Furopear and ‘non-Europeans,
has issued a manifesto in whidh 4t rotndly condemns' tte Bills
i ‘o utttertain fashion. The' African National' Congress has
declared that “the’ Bills comtain o ‘good poirts 'for matives”.
The 1. C. U. (Industrial and Commencial Workers’ Union) whilst
not knowing too much about the Bills has also raised its
vigice against, them. The Coloured Peoples’ Wellare :Association
has decided to fight the Bills tooth and nail.: The Govermment
Native Conference: at Preteria: recently comsisting of setect Go-
vernment ngminees revolted against the proposed legistation to
the great surprise of its sponsors, the Government ‘itself. Whilst
last- but mot least the Communist. Party is-preparing te publish
a.true analysis of the Bills for distribution among. the: working
™Masses,. | o SRR R T LA :

. The -chief task: confronting. the milMant workipg class ele
menits . at the mement is the secusing of a united front of all
{hese opvositional elements in conjunction with the orgamised
trade union movement. in order to’ conduct aw ihtensel camnaign
for the withdrawal and -defeat’ of: the proposal -antisworking-
clags measures. - R FLE LA R S S
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Is'the "Soviét Union. Threatened.by.. .
Ceio U Intervention?
ot .f By Karl Radek.

- The_ answer to this question has already been' g@yéﬂc by
the resolution of.thé. 14{h Party Congress ot the C. P. 'S, Uy
the ¢layse with regard. to this point.reads as follows;,, .. ..
... “The .relative stabilisation _and. the sorcalled’ “pagifi-
cation” of Eurgpe. — under.  the hegemony - of;- Anglo-

. American capital. i~ have led - to-a whole system. of
ecopemic and ! political . blocs, the. last.-of.- which. jare: the

er]

L Conference - at  odarno, and - the . so-called. . “guaranige

. treaties”, the spearhead of which ‘is pointed at.the Soviet
Union. These blocs and conspiracies which are. sqreengd
by :the League of: Natioms, which professes to be pay ifist,
and.{he hypocritical clamour of the 2nd Internatiopa _abaut

disarmament, are in essentials nothing more nor lgss han
- @ summoning of forces: for, a: new. war, ;As. a; counter-

 .,, weight 40 this Bloc of the  capitalist States.: upder . the

... Anglo-Amerigan,  regemony, : whighh is = aceempanred, by, a
© . tetrific growth of.armaments; -and which. therelore:.contains
.in embryo the danger of mew wars:including the danger
‘of intervention,; we-see -the sdevelppment o friendly relatjoss
between the proletariat:of the countries, and:the, proletariat
df the Soviet :Union under the slogan.f, fight . for peate,
fight -against, new. imperialist-iwars sand . agaist Larmed
attadks on the--Sowiet Union.) = . 2y wot oogf e
This common danger, the essence of ‘which ' i¢’ that the
process. of the restoration ‘of "capitalist «economy to" the" pre-
war level is bringing up with elemefital Torice!!the question. of
“and,. the guestion: of “the
destruction of the 'Socialist ‘State system in ‘the ‘Seviet Union
which came info' being in1917 and has since gained in’ strength
_ this common damger ‘has been intensified inthe ' last Few
yeart thanks to two events of vast iniportance: »The fight<ef
the British miners and ‘the ‘victorious:advance of the!Chindse
revolution, AT L SR o
Both events ‘which have rained ‘heavy billows on* 'Great
Britain, the leading capitalist State’ of Eurcpg, have renderad
fhe velafions = between Cireat Britain, and fhe Soviet Unith
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- more_acute and called. forth a mad outbreak of hatred -against
the Soviet . Union “in Great. Britain, thus creating. the possibility
of -a threatened copflict betwegen: Great Brifain and the Soviet
Unign.. The_ alarm sounded by the Moscow Party Conference
and, tth'e ‘appeal. for.the mobilisation of public opinion in the
Soviet Union, are completely. justified. The intensification of the
{langer, :hoquer,jﬂemands.‘nm only - the most . alert attentioi,
not’ only’ military preparations so that we. may not be. taken
by ‘surprise, it also demands political preparations; i. e. a:number
of well thought .Qutvmliﬂjical measures . for - the fight against the
approaching danger, with the object of averting it. = o

. . This makes, it negessary, not.fo confine ourselves to-.gener

allusions .to. the ‘growing danger, but to give a concrete picture
of ‘the. world situation with -all  the gontradictory tendencies
arisifig  from it. Needless, to say,.in. attempting to present such
a ,me"c_urtg,-._\gye,isha}l net make it our object to ofier a photo-
graphic reproduction.: ,We shall only give a supvey of the
situation, , placing in. the ‘foreground, those facters which allow
us to throw: light on the qugstion of intervention. Ce b
s Tl é! GAFE RN f *,‘: *w&i' RSl IR IR

baoos oale . te MEARTINY i

[ 4 H el CE T il TiE
< Grent! Britain 'dlone can: be ithe ‘otganiserof an imperialist
campaigm against ' the Soviet Union. The' Wnited” States of
-Ametica; : dithough - they are “trying>to. feptésent’ thé ‘Somiet
Unionaas . their rival in" ...  Nicaragua, ‘have still too little
interét “in ‘ithe" icapitalist “penetration of the -Soviet Union ' to
ferce the ' openitig. wp of:..the. nmaikets of the Sowiet Union;-as
things ‘stand, . however, afly .participation of the Urifted -States
in a possible European coalition against the Soviet Union- would
mean -nothing ‘more inor: Tess: than ‘the breaking open’ of:'a safe,
the i contents of # which - would fall” to *the share of the  cormi-
Mitors;.ﬂ .5_' T SRR T R R R Vol e sty e Y
cote The United: $tates: of - America ‘Wave' mot- yet’ thought out
tpa’ comelusion any policy in the Far ‘East.: They “acillate bet-
ween the desire of the bourgeois circels of New! York and
Washington, who have a wider outlook, to help China to
achieve unity, so that they may take possession of this vast

united market, and the imstinctive fear ,with which fhe revolu-
tionari“‘r%lﬁ Iind KEHin nsPirésithe ‘Atheric: %{e hants in

Shanghai and Hankow, This yacillation. in itself is a sufficient
reason for the United States hot bursting with rage at the
fact that the mere existence: ¢f ‘the,Soviet Union is a support
to the Chinesz freedom moyement.
L Thes, matural Yestlt of this is

- fesult of that ‘the Unitéd Statés do
not yet form Any reliable cover 'in’the rear for Gteat Britain.
Further, thé “absence “of any determined," active, = anti-Soviet
paoliey, of the United" Skates means that the Furopean countries
j‘r‘ﬂi\'fv‘fﬁ)cﬁ“the”UﬁM States’ have invested 'enormous' sums of
Tordy affd which still’ gaze with" rapture on the coffers of
Wall"$trést, looks to America; trying to find‘an answer to the
quéstibhiz ‘Ark ‘the Unitett’ States prépated to stake their capital
nvested 'in’ Europe idn: the imperialist attack of Britain against
the“Soviet Union? * -0 7 P P
7 Great’. Britain -Hag: fot' yet a réliable cover ' in’ the’ rear
ini- the’ Unitéd - Statés. What is the " position with regard to
‘cover ‘it Asia? U U aerr e omn T

“In 'view of the present financial and ‘economic situation of
Great' Britain, ‘a simultaneous’ attack against China .and the
‘Soviet Unioft ‘must be reégatded as out.of tlie question; as, how-
evér, Briish “fifiperialism cannot hopé to ‘conclude a bargain with
the Sovié{ Urion - with “regand to China, its policy must be
‘dire-ted fowards lcausing’ia split between China and the Soviet
Unidn, téwards " aimidnpa powerful blow: at the revolutionary
forces of China, towitds concluding a bargain with the Chinese
‘botirgeoisié: ‘only-‘to withidraw: the “concéssions made to :China
at some future date, when it hds defeated: the Soviet Union.
it We will.net. enfer toe closely into the prospects of this
policy. ifrom the. point; of view ;of the internal forces of the
‘Chinese - mevolution,, We will only :say, that the chief: difficulty
for the-British beurgeoisie is a fact which™it takes but Fttle
sinto ronsideratign, the: fact that the motive.force of the Chinese
revolution; is . not. sp muich+the endeavour of ‘the Chinese bour-
gepisie ; toachieve. national unity, to liberate China from the
yoke-of foreign capitalism, — .it is rather the increaging digtress
of , the: massas of;peasants which repders any stabilisation of a
bourgeois regime in China impossible for a long time to come.

. In. China, ,Great. Britain hag. to deal not only with the
Chinese but also with numerous imiperialist rivals. Can it rely
on, théir support’ in its endeavours? The behaviour of France,
Japan and even of the United States towands the British note

is oarrying on an incessant struggle

to China: on.December 16th 1926, is evidence ‘that ‘the Asiatic
Bloc of the imperialist Powers has, at any rate, not yet
crystallised. Somie’ of the imperialist Powers regarded Great
Britain’s proposals as an attempt to appropriate the part of a
“friend ‘to China” which is being played'by the United States;
others, such as Japan and' China, were of the opinion that
Great Britain was attentpting to take the 'leadership in the
East intoher own hands -and to make it an appendage of
British ipolicy. The -fact that the British Imperial Conference
approved -of .the qonstruction of the naval base at Singapoie,
shows - how little: Great Britain is convinced that she can rely
ot the sipport of the imperialist Powers in the Far East. '
<. InAsia Minor and in Central Asia it has not been possible
o encircle thé Soviet Umion. The 'best evidence that Great
Britain has 'not succeeded in buying  the Turkey of Mustapha
Kemtal:is the fact that Great Britain’ is supporting Italy’s anti:
Trkish-tendencies. The greatest success of ‘which- Greaf Britain
cdh boast is in' Persia. In Afghanrisfan, the policy of Great
Britain 'was not crowned with' suceess. " f o

Even 'in Arabia, where it ‘seemed ‘as though the bargain
struck *‘with Ibn Saud “and: ‘the policy “of the mailéd fist in
Meésopotamih would guaranteé¢ compléte peace for ‘Great Britaiid,
whilst ‘the ‘defeat of France in Syria would be &' sure protection
for Great- Brit¥in against French intrigues, even in-Arabia we
finid “Italy 'suddenly: appearing on the scenés in Yemen ‘with an
indépendent: colonidal policy. Even though -this pelicy can be
explained ¢ being solely due to Ttaly’s efforts' to: find objects
of compensation for negitiations in'the Mediterranean, it is
in any ‘ease a'‘fact: that' even ' Italy’s cotisiderdble ' dependence
on Gréat Britain 'idoés not shield the latter from surprises.

As' regards the question of the Mediferranean, the signi-
ficance: of which has greatly increased. in recent times, the
situation s not yet stich that Gredt' Britain an afford to'dis-
regard it. Onthe- contrary; the characteristic feature of the
situafion in the Mediterranean” is' the -increasing unrest caused
by “the appearance of Halian imperiatism which, feelifig' itself
strengthened by the growing industrialisation of Italy, ‘is
striving’ for a “place in ‘the sun”.-Italian imperjalismi does not
yet know itself ‘what it' should demsnd, South "Anatolia, 'Syria
or ‘Tunis; whether it should engage in a fight with Yugoslavia
for supremacy inthe Adridtic. 1t/ in that stageof putting out
feelers, throtigh 'which "German -imperialism passed i’ the ‘last

'dégaj&e of the nirteteenth century.

~ 'Great Britain is supporting Italy in order to ensure for
herself the support of the latter against Franee; as soon however

as, she has ‘succeeded through this ‘mandeuvre in exercising

pressuteon Framnce, 'she will try-to play the part'of a mediator
petween France and Italy, as she has alfeady tried to -play
this part betweert' France and’ Germany sirice the war. All this
implies ‘that British: policy -canmot at' present turn its back on
the ‘questions of the Meditetranean and concentrate its efforts
on ‘amming' a blow at the Soviet Udion. R
*“ One''of the’ chief sections of the front 6f British diplomacy
is "of ‘course iin Western and Central Europe. British imiperidlism
/i gairfst two tendencies.
On ‘the ‘one hand it ds trying’ to ditninish 'the conflicting interests
between “Germiany and France 'which, in the intensified form

in which they existed from 1919 fo 1923, bound lit to the Rhine.

‘Withiottt ‘the "intervention of British imperiaiiém, France would

havé 'become  miaster ‘of Europe.' Thanks 1o the! help of the
United States, British ‘policy was crowned with success.

" Great Britain however, miist say: Alas, the victory is
ours! The steel trust, which unites the German' steel industry
with 'that of France and Belgium, the political negotiations in
Thoiry, have revealed to Great Britain':the danger of -an .ap-
proach of this kind between the two .continental Powers. This
would considerably have incréased their - independence: :with

‘regarid ‘to'Great Britain. The very haste with which' Germany

endeavoured at Romsey to testify rthat it was aiming at an
economic agreement ‘with ‘Great Britain also and -that, if the
metal' industry «in  Germany had formed.a -trust with that of
France, Germany’s chemical industry was ‘aiming at striking
a bdrgain with that oft Britain' — this haste in itself shows
how the uneasiness in Britain must be taken into' account. All
this proves that Great Britain cannot simply, at her own sweet
will, order the forces of France and Germany to attack the
Soviet Union. B o -
Let us now see how things 'are on the Western frontier
of the Soviet Union, with its immediate neighbours, who would
be the first destined to carry out the Briish attack against
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the Soviet Union. The centre-point of this attack would of
course be Poland. Her aftitude towards the Soviet Union is the
least known - factor, and that for the simple reason that her
internal forces have not yet crystallised.

If we take the Polish bourgeoisie, we find that it has no
obvious economic aims which would prompt it to embark on a
war against-the Soviet Union. It is too weak to skim off the cream
in the event of a British victory over the Soviet Union. It can
only gain economic advantages by the establishment of indepen-
dent economic relations with the Soviet Union. Only one section
of the Polish landed proprietors is interested in a war against
the Soviet Union. These are the landed proprietors of the border
districts who are sitting on the volcano of the White Russian
and the Ukrainian peasants, and might speculate that a victory
over the Soviet Union would give them the possibility of finally
settling with the White Russian and Ukrainian peasantry.
The most far-seeing elements among the Polish landowning
class grasp the fact that it is impossible to annihilate the
millions of White Russian and Ukrainian peasants, that every
territorial acquisition in the East implies an increase and an
intensification of the national question and the peasant question
in Poland.

Nevertheless jt would be a mistake to rely on the soothing
voice of the Polish Press, which is at present expressing itsel
in peaceful terms with regard to relations with the Soviet
Unfon. ‘The dictatorship of the soldatesca in the person of
Pilsudski “is the element which prevents a more or less exact

political estimate being made. The internal difficulties of Poland,,

the impossibility of continuing for long to spend 45% of the
Budget on the army, all this may create a situation which will
drive Pilsudski to riskanadvenfure. It is, however, certain
that even Pilsudski cannot make up his mind to such an ad-
venture without being sure of having a cover in the rear,
The central question in the danger with which the Seviet
Union is threatened by Poland, is the question of the relations
between Poland - and Germany. The stabilisation of Germian
- capital ‘hds led to a strengthening of Germany in its foreign
policy. By joining the League' of Natioris and signing the
© Treaty of Locarno, for which she paid by recognising her
Western fromtiers as something finally settled for good and all,
Germarly has been forced to adopt’ the line of the supposed
least resistance, which means that the question of the revision
of her frontiers with Poland has been brought inta - the
foreground. Germany has of course vowed three times a week
that she does not dream of setting this frontier right by force
of arms, but even the Treaty of Versailles recognised the
theory of evolution and said with Heraclitus that “everything

is in a state of flux”. Germany is said to be doing nothing

except helping this tendency a little by bringing up the question
of the Corridor. S

The negotiations which Germany is now carrying on in
Paris. with Great Britain and France with regard to the so-
called “remaininig” questions” of disarmament, have shown that
Gerntany is not only making propaganda, but is even ‘cou-
solidating her strategic positions on the borders between Poland
and Germany. by strengthening the fortresses which were left
to her by the Treaty of Versailles for fighting purposes in
case the Bolshevist Huns should attack. The French Press
goouses Germany of constructing 54 concrete defences, 20 kilo-
meters long and 3 kilometers broad to the South and East of
Konigsberg; it maintains that Germany 'has succeeded in
buipding .20 such defences in the district of the Masuriaii Lakes

South of Lotzen. At the same time, according to the assertions

of the French: Press; similar constructions have been built to
the East of the line Kustrin to Frankfort and round Glogau,
five kilometers drom the Polish frontier; they are szid to be

1,5 to 6 meters high and are intended to dform a base in the .
case of war against Poland. The French maintain that these

construgtions were started after’ Locarno.”

Poland. accuses Germany of having thus violated the Treaty
of Versailles, which only conceded to Germany the right to
maintain the «old system of fortresses. General Pawels, the
German : military plenipotentiary, answers quite reasonably and
logically that, if the old system is to be maintained, it must be
developed, "as ctherwise it would lose its. value.

The Germans are night when they point to the fact of the
defensive character of these constructions, and there can be as
little doubt ‘that, if Germany were given the Corridor with the
fortresses of Graudenz and Thorn, which' would place in her
hands the means of crossing the Vistula, it would greatly streng-
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then her strategic position in the FEast. For this reason there
Is great opposition in Poland to the so-called Martini idea,
wliich was proposed in 1919 .and brought up again in 1925,
suggesting that Poland be given an outlet to the sea through

thie Lithuanian Corridor with Memel in_exchange for the sui-

render to Germany of the Corridor with Danzig. In the so-callel
Danzig Corridor more than 80% of the population is Polish,
but the Lithuanian Corridor would pass through an exclusively
Lithuanian peasant population, which hates Poland and  the
Polish landowners. . .

Furthermore, in order to gain Lithuania’s consent to a
bargain of this kind, it would be necessary to consent to a
union with Lithuania and to hand Vilna over to her, i. e. to put
on the order of the day, the question of the transformation of
the whole of Poland into a federation; for neither the White
Russians nor the Ukranians would be reconciled to a sitizition
which would grant autonomy to Lithuania and .leave them in
complete subjugation to the Polish Voyvods. ‘ .

For a long time, rumours were in circulation to the effe:t
that Pilsudsky was not disinclined to enter into this bargain
so as to have Germany as a rear cover should it come fo a’
reckoning with the Soviet Union. An end was puf to these -
rumours - by . the declaration of Zaleski, the Po})i-sh Foreign
Minister, that any step taken towards changing the frontiers
between - Poland and Grmany -would lead to war. This, it
cannot be said that British -diplemacy has yet succeeded. in’
fooming a bloc between Poland and ‘Germany. The point of
Potish policy is at present directed against Germany.

In the same way, Great Britain has not yet succeeded in
bringing about friendly relations between Poland and Lithuania
a'though she has worked hard towards this end: The seizure of
power in Lithuania by the clerical Fascist Government which,
irom the social point of view, is of the same breed as the
Polish one, facilitates an understanding; for it is clear that thé
Catholic priests can more easily come o 'an agreement with
the Polish large landowners than could the parties which ex-
press the hatred of the Lithuanian peasantry for the Polish
landed iproprietors. The fact that the Fascist Government rélies
on the army, i. e. on the support of the peasant and nationalist’
tendencies, does not lessen the danger of this chaffering, for
peasant masses who are not led by the workers, are not capable
of giving active expression to their attitude of mind, whilst
a ‘numertically small corps of officers is easily bought for a
mess of pottage. :

Poland and Lithuania have so far not come to an agreement;
and if we carefully follow events in Lithuania, we.can assure
ourselves that they are not so much the result of Poland’s
influence or of a tendency of Lithuania to lean towards Poland,
as of Great Britain’s interference and of an inclination on' the
part of the Lithuanian Fascists to. faveur the' British attack on
the Soviet Union.

By way of concluding wour survey.of the situation on the
Western frontiers of the Soviet Union, we will say a few words
about Roumania and the Baltic neighbours of the Soviet Union.
The flatter have not yet definitely formed an alliance with
Poland; nor are they a party to any attack on the Soviet Union.
As long as peace lasts or, to put it more exactly, as long
as there is any hope of its being maintained, they reckon with
the fact that the Russian market is for them an economic outlet
to their économic blind alley. As however they are on the sea
and within the reach of the guns of British warships, they will,
in the decisive' moment, submit to Great Britain’s wishes, with
the possible exception of. Finland. As regards Roumania, her
position is not only determined by her fear of losing Bessarabia,
but also by the fear of being isolated should Poland be defeated.”
This means that there is a certain connection between the rela-
tions -of the Soviet Union to Poland on the one hand and to
Roumania on the other hand. ,

These are the main features of the picture of the inter-
national situation, as we see it. What conclusions are to be
drawn. from this picture? " .

The first conclusion is that, in spite of the sharpening of
the relations between Great Britain and the Soviet Union, the
diplomatic preparations for the British attack are not yet com-
pleted. The international picture is still extremely variegated,
the international contradictions are not yet sufficiently polarized,
they are mnot yet sufficiently grouped round a single axis as
was the case in 1914. The central point .of dissension in the
future, within the camp of the imperialists, will be the con-
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flict’ of interests between Great Britain and the United States.
This conflict of interests has not yet matured either objectively
or in the consciousness of the bourgeoisie of the two countries.
It ds just this which mrakes such combinations possible as the
plan ‘proposed by Hearst (the American journalist and well-
known publisher, who owns a number of newspapers in- the
United ‘States), a plan for an alliance between Great Britain
and the United States as the central axis of the .international
situation. ' ‘

Thanks to the immaturity of the contradictions between
Great Britain 'and the United Staes, the imperialist contra-
dictions of seccnd magnitude in Europe — the conflicting
interests between Great Britain and France and between France
and Italy — have not yet grouped themselves round this axis.
For the time being, the friendly relations between France and
Germany are directed both against  Great Britain and against
America. This muddle, the econcmic causes of which are very
deep-rooted, does not yet permit of the enmity against the
Soviet Union being regarded as the central question of world
politics. This justifies our hoping that the policy of the Soviet
Union still has the time and the opportunity to counteract the
formation of an anti-Soviet Bloc. : C

‘It would, however; be quite wrong to imagine that Great
Britain will only decide to -attack the Soviet Union when pre-
parations have been made to a hundred per cent. She may try
to drive Poland into war, calculating that, if she succeeds in
provoking this war, no alternative will be left dto the Baltic
States and to Roumania, that the fact of the war will compel
Germany and -France to come to a decision, and that this
decision might be brought to a head by fanning their imperialist
lusts. Should this come off, British diplomacy will succeed in
forcing Poland to come to .an agreement with Germany in
- respect of her Western frontiers. :

“ For this reason, the fight against the British war policy
must proceed simultarieously with the attempt to frustrate Great
Britain’s plans of forming blocs in the East and in the West,
while the greatest attention must be paid to the question of our
relations with the nearest neighbours of the Soviet Union, of
preparations for defence and of the political mobilisation of the
masses for defence. These iwo tasks not only do ‘not contradict
one another, “on ‘the contrary, they are closely related to cne
another. The will of the masses to resist with the greatest
determination any attack -on the Soviet Union will grow in
the measure that we succeed in showing the masses that the
Soviet Uniou: has neglected nothing which is necessary to ensure
peace. The policy of the Soviet- Union, Lenin’s policy, has never
had anything in common with the policy of sabre rattling.
Lenin knew that for the masses of the people war is such an
evil, dentands such sacrifices, that it can only be demanded of
them after every means: of preserving peace has been tried. -

A policy of this kind is at the same time the best way of
rpbilising the proletariat of Western Europe. The demand for
peace and the hostility to war are -both equally characteristic of
the proletariat in post-war times. By showing the proletariat that
no one is 50 decided a defender:of peace as the Republic of the
Workers which, while defending peace defends also not only the
lives of the masses of workers and peasants, but also socialist
constnuction, we are creating the foundation for the broadest
application of the tactics of the united front in the struggle for
peace. The aititude of mind of these working masses will be
of paramount imiportance in- deciding the question of inter-

vention or — sheould the' proletariat of Western Europe not
prove strong enough to prevent intervention — in deciding
its issue.

Down with American Imperialism in
‘ Nicaragua!

A telegraphic extract from the following appeal
has already been published in our last regular
number. Ed.

- To the Workers and Peasants!
To the Oppressed Peoples!
The United States Army occupies Nicaragua, disarms and
oppresses a people ‘unable to defend itself. Powerful American

imperialism, the greatest profiter of the world war which is
forcing all peoples to pay a heavy tribute, is now throwing off

the mask of deémocracy which so badly veiled its rapacity. It
is cynically affirming its intention to subject the small countries -
of Central America and to make Latin America part of the
dominion of the United States. The military forces of this
colossus are strangling a small people who are struggling
valiantly for their independence. But the blockade and military
occupation of Nicaragua by the powerful navy of the United
States is only an episode of the Progressive colonisation of
entire Latin America. :

For a long time American capitalism systematically com-
batting British influence in the Latin American countries, has
been seizing all the natural wealth, the industries and the means
of transportation in the countries of South and Central America,
placing their governments in a state of absolute economic and
financial dependence, always supporting the most reactionary
governments devoted to American capitalism and at the same
time endeavouring to maintain among the privileged peoples an
iflusion of “independence” and of formal political “liberty”.

This conquest of the South American republics by United
States capital under the hypocritic mask of liberalism and demo-
cracy, has met with the resistance of the masses of the people
doubly exploited by American capitalism and by their own
national bourgeoisie, which is at the service and in the pay of
the ‘North American capitalists. .

The workers and peasants of Mexico were the first to revolt
against North American pillage and exploitation and against the
puppet governments that were “democratically” imposed by
Washington. Following a revolutionary movement for indepen-
dence they formed a national popular government and incessantly
urged it to resist the pretentious of North American capitalism.
This government under the pressure of the masses had just
established the right of Mexico to dispose of its oil, resources
which in the majority of cases are in the hands of North
American companies. The Washington government, at the behest
of the oil magnates of the United States immediately threatened
Mexico with military intervention,

" The effort of the Mexican people to escape from the clutches
of imperialism has brought other peoples of Central America
into the struggle against subjection and exploitation. The people
of Nicaragus in turn have revolted against “President” Diaz, a
puppet of America capital. But the United States does not want
to have a second Mexico, which would soon extend the anti-
imperialist struggle to all the countries of Central America. They
intend making a second Panama canal through Nicaragua. It
is necessary that the couniry should be completely subjected. The
Americans therefore throw off the mask and under the pretext
of guaranteeing the life and property of American citizens, they
effect a military occupation of the country, drive out the liberal
army and endeavour to re-estabiish their own prison-warder
Diaz. By this military action, the United States is attempting to
intimidate Mexico and seize her oil fields, and is at the saime time
preparing miilitary intervention. .

In the face of ever-growing protests on the part of Latin
America and of large sections of the population.of North
America, Kellog found no better means to disguise the crimes
and the rapacity of American imperialism than to borrow from
the Fascist bandits of Lithuania, Bulgaria, and elsewhere the
miserable and ridiculous pretext which is to legitimise in the
eves of the international bourgeoisie the most criminal actions:
Struggle against Bolshevism, against the III International in
order to save civilisation which is in danger. The whole world
has laughed at the expense of the absurd figure who uses the
Bolshevik scarecrow in order to make people forget that only
the interests of the American oil kinds and bankers and their
insatiable rapacity are the cause of the military. intervention of
the United- States: in Cenfral America, that only the exploitation

‘and the pillaging. of these small peoples by Yankee imperialism"

provoke them to resistence and risings which threaten only the
scandalous profits and the safes of the greedy capitalists which
Kellogg will not be able to represent to the world as civilisation.

It is of course true that the Communist International has
since its establishment proclaimed its determination to struggle
against imperialism and the capitalist regime. It never made an
exception for the most insolent and the strongest imperialism,
that of the United States. Every struggle of an exploited people
against any imperialism whatsoever will be certain of its active
solidarity and its support. The C,I. calls upon all the anti-
imperialist forces to support the small people of Nicaragua
against the cowardly strangle-hold of American imperialism.
Kellogg has discovered this constant policy of the Communist
International just at the moment wheén the oil and finance kings
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nieed“a screen to hide their crime. His cliimsy manoeuyré bordérs
on the ridiculous. " G e O i
" At the same 'time, her plans for the ¢olonisation of the whglz
of Latin America are developing and the method of colénisatiop
beconting ‘miore and more tyrannical. By a recent treaty, Papama
tias lost all; even formal indépéhdence. It is obliged ‘to" declare
war with and to conduct it side by side with' 'fhe,Uni‘ted»» States.
The' U/S.A.," with the assent of a government which it has
bought, recently ‘ésfablished ifs control over the Peru custors 'in
order fo pay thearrears” of irfferest’for loans granfed to”the
goveérthtient. "Chosen by Chile and Peru to ‘a¢t as’arhitrator i
the dispute, between these 'twg countries concerning' the, zone of
Tacna and Arica, the U.S. A. simply - foims the’‘zofie which is
{he”ou’t}et‘irbni]Bplivia ‘into*the ‘Pacific, inté an’ Ameérican protec-
“"'Comrades! " The rapacitus "policy bf “the  United State$ - in
regard to the nations of Latin Ametica, its threats 'of ‘war dgainst
Mexico, the strangling of Nicaragua, the pressuré on’ Pandma
drid“a -part of the ‘South coast of the ‘Pacific, is arousing”the
resistance ‘of the mdbses’of people ‘in ‘the threafened "cotitries.
A Vave of indignation and protést is' rousiiig’ the’ whole Lafin
America agdinst the vile aggression of the ‘Unitéd States towards
the little republi¢’'of' Nicaragua. FormE oAl l PRe L
 Thé League of Ndtionts 1s7once more betraying ‘the interests
of  small: peoples fir - the' advantage 'of the ‘great : imperiakst
powers. dad -rémaining * silent;: bt ‘the¢ struggle-for independetice
of'thé Latin -American nations; thelr' resistance to United Statds
imperialism, miist éverywhere be given the most active support
of the Intérnatiohal revolutionary proletariat. .-~ /i - ofhie
Cottirades! ‘The same aetive solidarity’ which anfriates’ you
for the'independent struggle of China and of the ‘Indiés, must also
animate -you ugainst the brutal oppression - of ‘the peoples. of
Latin ‘/America_ by Notth- American imperialism. Their sttuggle
for independence i¢ but a-part of the great world striggle of tlie
peoples oppressed: ‘by' imperialismh -against ' their ‘oppressors.
China, the Indies;~and" Central  America are now the’ liearths ot
this great struggle. The people in revolt are the allies:of the
proletariat ‘and- ‘the peasants. They' must be actively: supported.
Let the people ofLatin-Afnerica from the Ric:‘Gradde to Terrh
del Fuago rise in protest against the exploitationsand the rapacity
of the'United States, let all.'the towns ot the United States' raise
the vehemet protest of thé North:American:prolefariatiand the
peasantry of the world express .their 'solidarity . with*.thesmall
people of Nicaragua.:« =0 Aves ~i L S ERR
. Down with the rapacious dnd ‘murderous imperialism'of the
United States! EERIP R Rt BT § SURTITRE
Down with the vile suppression ol the little Nicaraguan
people by the  American colossus! s ettt
.- Long live the struggle for {independence:-of ‘th8. appressed

peoples against . imperialisn! O BEP U TRE T
" Long live the' internationak:solidarity: -oi- theixworkers and
peasants and the enslaved peoples against their common:enemy!
’ The E. C. ‘of the'Commufist Intérnatiofial.

~ THE BALKANS

Ao

oy

- Bakovina.. T v
By Vasile Spiru (Kishinev). . .7 .. .
i “Normal - conditions ‘must :be  re-establishéd:«irr :Bessarabia
and “Bukovinma”, ‘announced - Avarescu; ‘the'Prime: : Minister, : the
well-tried - slaughterers of'workers and peasants a'short time ago
to representatives of .the press. And: he -added “iniiorder to
prove that the strict measures of a military authority. areinot
necessary in the Dniestr district, ‘I’ have appointed' a ' Civil
Commissary towhom "the: military . authorities will" hand -over

the exerciseiof power”.” - S vl b
The words of the Roumanian: Prime Minister: were -int-
‘mediately followed by deeds; General ‘Rascanu, thé former War
Minister, was appointed by royal: decree ‘and a ‘special .resolu-
tion of the Cabinet of January 11th 1927 as “Supreme Commis-
sary “of the Government in Bessarabia and Bukovina”, thus 'ds
the “Civil Commissary” ‘promised. - ; :
His competetice is as follows: -~ =~ = = =0
. “The Supreme Commissary for Bessarabia and, Buko-
vina . is the authorised representative of the Governmeiit
with absolute power and it is his duty to exercise constant

“Normalisation” in. Bessarabia and in

i RS RISS TN

here, e{pecial

‘tuling. tey
.4, 8 %ﬁ,‘b’le

. That this i¥ plirin
vina"in" Raséanw’s  splere ‘of 'power; for ‘this _provifice’ repre-

Ahe. una

I o . e S B B S I TE Y S S o]
... ‘cantrol _of ‘all btanches ‘6f public’ life, which. he is”to’ pro
... miote- as ‘zequired “in’'oxdeér to ensure the "developnient. in

" keeping” with ‘normal and local ¢onditions. ¢ 77

"By ‘the nature of his compefence, the agctivitiés of the

Supreme Compmissary .of the Government 'will *extend " to

. all, military “and civil official posts... |
L only (1) in questions regar

.’on ions regarding local. order  and. he
., protection of the frontiers will .the local  higher’ military
.. ,commands  depend gn, the Supreme.. Commissary,.of ,the
v GQVerllm,.em,-,L ‘, PSR ] *-l ST TLITAR S HN I l ;-'

o+ The ' local  administraive, uthorities,: Jthe . police, ,the
 Sigyranzi, the ‘cystom$’, authorities , and thg, public: prose-
ggi,to;r.;s .shall, in. ascor%ance .wigh: the  regulations ;qt,,.the
"“Supreme Commissary, bripg, their,.actjvities “into  harmomy
with those of the military authorities_in three respects:

e

7 Ty Willh regird $87 e projécfion of fhe Frontiegs,
i tefhrd! %t ‘:_ceﬁf%%agaﬁ, i of i xgl b igfor
e %’&‘dﬂ islh?ruéaﬂs},j,lilpﬁ % é{&m'g‘e; illtary

“and 3, With regard t e urban srd tural pol e
. 3. With regard to ,the urban. and rurgl- gse-lines
B Mrtfic, «faﬂwf? sf&ﬁﬁms,’“har)&oﬁx}g'?émdiﬁgaﬁ)%m pro- -
tection of the aigrseyyice.” syghednnd
In this way'a“kind of Réumanian “Supremle Command of
the East” has been testablished. It is''a ‘measure of war, of acute
war against the “internal enemy”, and of war against the: Soviet

Unign —  which, is ‘only, .in .preparation. . O 5 et
: ﬁﬁ;;‘i,v.hﬁ).le?;%m [ ...q,ng ‘military power.is, unifed, in, the hands
of a single commanding general. Not only is the congdition af
emergency, which prevails in Bessarabia, being seriously inten-
sified, but BuKovina is. beitig' freatéd as Bessarabia and being

drawn 'into the zone of the mertiltss’ war ‘against thé "ifffernal®

eriemy. ThiS is "the” “normalfsation”. 7" »* 7" ot
"o crown all'this, it has at its head's’ general who, during
the whr, Had hundreds ‘of Jéwish spldiers shot,. merely HBécause
they ‘were i]erws, and” who, as War Minister, bloodily .suppressed
the. general’ strike of 1920, impriSoning thousands of workers
ahd "hd, agent of fhe  ruling "Ol,ifzra.rs':ﬁ'}"p inaugyrated  the
eginie’'of ' White Terrdr'in Roiimania I 13 present ﬁggr@ At
e fiealf of"this “nbrmalisatidn® is & Win“"who, "%, 'a "high
inilitary "dignitaty, Was i the <teitthe of 4’ whole cdiidys of
cases of corruption of the worst kind, “4” mar’ whose hands

S
i

are ‘still stifhed with the ‘blood of DF.“Archeadi, fhie. Moldavian
Labotir teader and 81 so'imany othef " victims from the Roii-
manian proletariat.” We'may’ thus' expéct” an ‘exacerbation’ of fhe
regjme of terror and corruption. o i et ‘f'; v

. The rule of the Boyars, which has laSted 'for ‘éight years,

has: turned Belsarabia into a metary: The agrarian 'Yeg me,

which at ‘preseiit prevails in" Bgssérfa‘bia,‘ binds

‘ 1 nds the ,peasant.’by
forde’ — more’ than 80% of the porulation belorging ‘o 'the
peasditry '~ {3’ the soil of Which hé has, been robbed, atd
turns him into_a kind of serf, such as did not exiét evéh énder
Czarism. Requisitiotis; the blirden 'of taxation and tnfAthomable
corruption suck.the very. marrow irom‘ith ones of, tHe | Béss-
arabian peasant” and, léhve Him 'to pérish -in Thtonit’ starvation
ral) ‘and misery. 'Robbéd’ of fhi¢i¢ ‘maturil Hiarkets on'the

! 1
4 Tic L 33 ST H ‘;
F Places, mdustrial Tife:
K close ‘netwotk |6f meérmbers’ 8F thé
population .in 'the gr é,sé"r?e"étngbfs’phere,oij’pé Ztent”’ White

othé side of. the Dpisir, the "trith dustry sif‘,.é's,’s? abia.
are goifig’ 10' *pieces, indéed,’ in. Thai 1dis ’ i}; S
Ceasing alfogether. ™ 7 o P
L wotk of ', e Stdlrariza 'and ‘gen-
{darmerie is. spread ‘over ' ‘the whole "cotmfry, “entelopitg "the
Terror. Any movemenf for freedom,’on jfhé‘?ﬁ%iyrtf‘bj,\thé"v’v'orkéfs
and peosanfs, ‘any eftorf for cultire of {He natiolal! minoritiés in
Bessartibia,; 18" drowned in' blood. The' dungeons’ and ‘prisons
of Bessarabia, ds those of the ‘old kiigdom, afe filted with the
best ‘sons -and daughters' of 'the provineé, drd “all the roads
between the Pruth ‘and’ the Dniestr ‘ateStained with "the blobd
of gle intrepid fighters' for fhe fréedom ‘of, the, \%Z\?lge;s :of Bess-
ara 1a. . R b { . 3 P [N “‘.‘ A!-".I LIS
In. Bukovina things. are not much better, "‘N‘di’_rtﬁl_ivsat‘ibn
‘ with" the help of ‘a ‘Ceheral Rascariu, means
cy¢’ conditions and aggravating 4nd deepening the
In the end, ‘the ihtermal fromt is*to be turiled into
i d“for " the “external’ front directéd*‘towards

stabilising’

the Edst;

. plarined; s’ proved by the inclusips of Buko-

sents the’ connection with the’ Pilsudski' front and, according’to
inimos opiion’ of the "Government' Présé, ‘Bukovina Has
been “sadiy' neglécted’ from"the"nation;]"lpo'mt of view™"This

is also proved by the-fact that “all ¥ié"bourgeois Parties, even
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including the “National Peasant Party” of the opposition which
professes to be 'democratic, are wunited with regard to the
%ue*stiqn of the nomination of the Governor for Bessarabia and
wkovina, and that all the bourgeois papers welcomed his

nomination with unusual unanimity. ‘

t’is no mere coincidence. that this nomination is, con-
temporary with the announcement of the 37 milliard .credit for
Roumanian’ armaments, with the appearance in the Roumanian
Press of "all: kinds of scare news as to plans of war and
armaments on ‘the part of the Soviet' Union, with the discovery
of a new “Communist conspiracy” in Bessarabia and of the
artifieially inflated frontier incident near ‘Bugaz on_the Dniestr,
wihici is now represented, even by Roumania, as,an insignificant
smu%‘g»li,;‘tg‘af!&inqud- which has given the pretext for intregsing
the -frontiér troops of Roumania: c T S

"m‘;‘l e e e

_THE LABOUR MOVEMENT
' 'The Dissolution of the Trade Union

Confederation of Italy.

By Compagno.(Rome).

At its meeting on January 4th in ‘Milan, the Central Com-
mittee of the Confederazione General del Lavoro (the Free Trade
Union Comfederation of Italy) passed a resolition, which runs
as follows: : . '

.. “After hearing the informative report. on the con-

ditions in the trade union. qrganisatious, the situation in the

provinces and the views of the leaders. and- functionaries,
.. and aiter recording that the attempt to form a trade union
‘federation an .the basis of asticle 12 of the law of

April;3rd 1926 and the other police- and. control laws. has

proved a failure, and that it appears impossible fo carry

out the enrolment of the ‘members far 1927, the "comumittee
decldres its. function to be. extinet and commissians the

-Executive .Committee to proceed with the. liquidation and

settlement of the remaining interests. of the Canfederazione

' Qeperale del Lavora.” : - o .
. With- this supreme piece of rascality, the Reformist. cligue,
» which in'the last few years was at the head of the Trade Upion
federation of Italy, crowns_ its .own, policy of ,passivity and
surrender to Fascism. . ‘ . e
The. Reformist leaders recognise the complete shipwreck of
their_tactics of “passive resistande” which was applied towards
- the Fascist dictatorship, and refyse to adapt the, lines .of active
fighting, which is demanded by the majority of the organised
workers. - They. prefer to dissolve. the Confederazione and to
retire o private life. ’

* But is it possible for the working class. to retire to pri-
- vate life?’ .- . ' o o
. .The Reformist, leaders cede the figld to, the Fascists. they
run away from the weak positions wiigh they occypied hitherto,
and liguidade the united . organisation of the trade unious . of
“the, Malian proletariat, using as a pretext the Fagcist exceptional
~laws and the deeds of illegality constantly committed’ against
the oxganisers and thejr offices. As a matter of, fact, the tgrrible
conditions which Fascism, has created for. the working class,
demand, iremendous sacrifices .of those who .do not relent ‘in
their, oprositipn, against the Fascist dictatorship. The last regu-
lations which. forced on all workers the payment of contrjbu-
tions to the Fascist corparations, gonfirm _the Governmient’s plan
to lgave the Fascist trade wnion momopoly .unresiricted’ and 1o
nrevent -the, other trade union organisations from exercising
- thase iriendly society functions which even the Fascist law con-
ceded . them. All this.. however, does not improve in ahy way
the shameful and defeatist character of the measures taken by
the Reformists. . , vl
In recent {imes, differences of opimion with regard to the
dissolution of  the Confederazione became evident ‘among the
Reformist leaders themselves. The Reformists Buozzi, Turati,
Modigliani and their comrades, whg. are in emigration,  re-
presented the view that the Confederazione should reject the
Pseudorlegality granted it by the Fascist Government.for reasons
of Foreigp Policy, and should dppeil to the International Labour
Office. which is 'to. concern iselt ai. its next meeting with
carrying through trade union freedgm in the various countriés.
Tn contrast to this thesis, some organisers who had remained
. in Jtaly, among. them Maglione, P’Aragona, Reina and others,

maintained that a compromise: with the Fascist corporations angd
the enrolment of the members of the Confederazione in the
Fascist. gorporations would be-more to the .purpose. . The only
real proletarian and anti-Fascist tactics, the tactics. of a, fight
at all costs, of a fight to the ytmost limit, of a fight against
the Fascist dictatorship even though the fight be organised in
an. illegal form,. found no adherents in.the %Qeformis;f,camp.

In 1920, the time of the advance of the Malian . proletariat,
the Reformist. leaders of the Confederazjone placed. their; cons
fidence in the Reformist- virtues:of Nitti's Democratic Goveri-
ment; in 1921 and {922 they expected the Bourgeois Parliament
to defend the Labour Chambers ‘which were attacked by the
Black Shirts and threatened with burning; in 1923, they entereq
into negotiatipns with I’ Annunzio in. order to persuade Fascism
to grant them freedom of organisation; in 1924, they allowed
themselves. to: be taken in tow by the Aventingy(Opposition with
the .exeption of  the Communists), they - expected that Fascism

ould be liguidated by the intervention of the Crown and the

eneral Staff of the army and were opposed to any agitation
on; the. part. of the workers which might cause disturbances
and jrefard "a peacglul return to normal conditions; since. 1925,
they have .set their hopes in the. League of: Nations and..the
International Labour Office affiliated, to the latter. . .. .

. These- leaders. are at the end of their  career.. Their be-
haviour. is a. worthy counterpart to .that of the Reformist
Socialist Party and the Maximalist Party which, “affer their
dissolution, pitched their tends in foreign counmtries, declaring
that nothing could be done .in Italy and that the Fasaist
dictatorship would be forced to ihe ground. “irom- outside”. It
hardly needs many words fo condepn an attitude .of ithis:kind
and to prove -how absolutely -unfounded it is, Facts speak an
imperative language. In -spite of dissolution,. in spite of de-
portations, in spite of the special tribunal, in spite-of the sup-
pression. of the Press, the- Communist Party of Jtaly remains
firmly at .its post, not in an attitude of-“passive resistance”,
but fighting. with all the more. vigour: -against the Fascist
dictatorship. ~ R YT B :
" The .desertion of the Reformist -leadens. is  all ‘the more
to: be condemned as it takes -place at a 'moment which is
extremely grave:-for the proletariat of Haly. - ;

The: serious ‘consequences of ithe econemic crisis are: al-
ready miaking ~themselves felt’ by "the: working class. .of- Italy.
According to -official : statistics, there were in Italy . 148,821 un-
employed and 6618 short iime workers on.Noyvember 30th.'19206;
but ‘these ‘figures’ are far: exceeded by the actual ones. ki any
case, unemployment has further increased in Decemibér and
];anuary_ . ST o St s

The orisis has become more serigus :than: 'was to . be
foreseen. The Association of the Textile Industriakists. resolved
to restrict the working week to five days for the wheole of
Italy: .in Legnano, Schio. Biella, Prate:etc: hawever. the indu-
strialists were not satisfied. with- this  restviction of the days
of: work.-and began to dismiss humdreds and hundreds of
i s regards, the wmetal ing , theygrisis is ipartioular
severe iin Trieste,” Milam, ?l'lurhf ett. " In ‘Pafermto the factories 'u'z
2iready tlosed: dowrr; in- Mitan whole~troops ob-workers~are
dismissed every week (the great motor car factory “Itala” alone
reduced-'the number of its ‘worlers from’ 700 to~98). Bven the
“Ansaldo” Company (which may ;be compared to the firm of
Armstrong in Great Britain), in spite of its big national credit
dismissed hundreds ‘of workers. = = ¢ .. .

1. ‘The foodstuff : industry in South: Italy: has:radically reduced
its produiction: in Torre Annunciata 57 out of 67. macaroni fagtories
are closed: while the other 10 reduced. their- hourof worky 33 out
of 37 mills are closed: and. the remaining 4 have: also. restricted
their hours:of work. s eanE ; S T

;i In many districts the crisis is intemsified bv the wage
‘cutting . policy  of . the employers. I, Montaleone 300: workess
who had been dismissed were re-engaged after:. asaveek. with
lower wages: the hour’s wage: wof workers who previously re-
ceived -3.05 lire, mow amounts: fo 1,60 lire, so- ‘that -they .are

H

-earning. 16 lire per day (1. lire corresponds .o about 2 pennies).

The wages of masans in Rome have been- reduced: to 2.20 lire.
The:greatest .cutting down of -wages: has taken place; in Venetia.

Simultaneously with the industrial crisis :a-severe heusing
crisis is seen in towns with a-fairly large population, re-
sulting, from the Fascist .law by which the tenants’. protection
is abolished. The Fascist papers publish the news that in Naples
alone theie are more than. 30,000 inhabitants "who have been
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given notice for the coming Spring; they further publish reso-
utions passed by Fascist unions of ‘employges and .retail traders,
appealing to" the Government for’ intervention against the
landlords.” We see 'almdst the same situation in- Turin, Milan and
Rome;" The Fascist tenants and the Fascist landlords are at
daggers drawn. - '

~ The Communist Party of Italy has made it its task o
place itself at the heéad of the proletarian movements against
the industrial ‘icrisis, unemployment, cutting down of wages,
against ‘notice being given to tenants and the increase of rents.
By means of the iillegal newspaper “B'Unitd” with its many
issues in the provinces, by means of small factory papers and
pamphlets, the Communists have taken up a definite stand and
propagated among “the masses the fnmedfate, demands for re-
pelling thé: cig‘aliq{_dmwe aigd ; conngcied . this - fight with
its political- action against the dictatorship of Fasgism, = .

“l Rome two popular démonstrations arranged exclusiyely
by wamen, mlsrplaxf ginst (the landlords; :several . wamen
were ‘sentenced by the Courts. In Legnano and Turin, the
workers of various factories ‘replied to- the cutting down of
wages with passiye resistance. In.Cremona the cement workers
refused . to, accept, the weekly wages because the- employers had
reduced them. . ;
.. The fermentation among the werkers in the fagtories, which
ainong” other things finds expression in the sudden:appearance
of the emblems of the sickle and. hammer on the walls, in
illegal ,‘(Z;ommunisit'prjyn?tmg matters. being.posted up-en them
etc. magle..an alarming. impression: an - Mussolini. The, Ministry
for the Interior sent a sharp circular note -to.,the  prefeots,
admonjshing them  to. ohserve.. mare .clagely: the happenings in
the factories and. to extermipate .af. all” costs, the.qrganisation
af - the  jillegal Press. . Y T,
. This js the situatiqn in which.the Reformist leaders. refuse
to fulfil their duties, in which -they .esert the.colours! The
workers will, however, choose new leaders for themselves. The
Communists place themselves at the disposal of the proletariat
in its opposition to Fascist dictatorship, to the defeatism of
the former ‘functionaries of the Confederaziane; ‘for 1éiding and
organising the fight for emancipation. :

" UNION OF SOVIET REPUBLICS.
Commercial Traffic in the: Hands of the
A ~ Proletariat, R
By A. Mikoyan;

. The following remarks are taken from a. speech
delivered by . Comrade Mikoyan, People’s. Com-
missary for Trade, at the XVth Mescow Govermment
Conference of the C. P. S. U.

In our economic jpolicy, our economic situation, and our
‘egonomic system, a comparison between ‘the present ‘day and
the early days® of the. “Nep” reveals a series of alterations, all
of which have tended to place the “Nep” on a higher stage
of idevelopment, ' : _

Last year, the newly-formed Opposition “libelled our Party
by affirmting that we intended o' proceed to the formation of
a“Neo-Nep” and were workening" i the direction of ‘an ex-
tensien ‘of the “Nep”, which would ‘represent a further retreat.

"' For the purpose of exantining the actual state of affdirs, we
may’ investigate the situation as it ‘was at the time of the in-
ception “ef ithe*“Nep”: 1 betieve that in the concentration of
economic administration, in systematic .economy, .and in the
extension: of the State angd .co-operative organs, we can record

a measyure of -suyecess which will justify -us #n the assertion that’

the “Nep” is.fo«day seme steps higher up than it was at the
start. o : SR )

Take the textile industry, as an example. All its products, to
the value of thousands of mitlions, are «distributed by means
of :a uniform. gentralised apparatus. .

QOr, again, take refail trade. At the beginning of the “Nep”
our State Cooperatives played quite an ipsignificant role in

retail trade. The same was the case in wholesale trade. Now -

65 per cept, of the retail trade in industrial goods is in
the hands of the State and the co-operatives, This not only
‘means an increase in the percentage, but also that this per-

3

.contage places the Co-operatives and the State in a . position

- which they «can dead and command.

As tegards the provision of agricultural products, as mudh
as 85 per cept. is in this case in the hands of the Co-openatives
ang.the State. The private trader is ceasing to.act as a mediatan
between the State and the peasantry. Raw imaerial traffic is
o the extent of 70 per cent. in the hands of the Sate, while
in certain branches, such as cotton, beet, and flax, the proportisn
in favour of the State is fully, 100 per cent. .

These are alterations of a nature which does not lead either
to the Neo-Nep or to the extension. of the:“Nep”, but to the
confinmation of the .economic power of the proletarian dictator-
ship. We are not retreatiig, but are rather systematically
pushing forward to new positions, This must be niost emphati-
cally pointed out. At the May Conference of 1921, Lenin only
conceived .of the “Nep” as a facility for local commercial traffic:
Later. pn we passed.over to .complete 4ree trade.

The sale of a number of commodities in the market is so
constituted that we «lo not possess any free. traffic in these
commogdities on a. nationsl scale, but only a local free com:
mercial traffic, that is to say, we iare approaching in the counse
of our organic gevelopment to that position of May 1921 which
coulg not-be maindeined at the time, Three or four years ago we
should -not have ventured to take such steps, but to-day these
measures have a fruitful influence not cnly on the Sacialist work
of construction but also on the speed of the development of
ouyr -national: economy. These are symptoms. of the growing
power of the Serialist element in Soviet economy.

I -must point out, however. that our achievements possess a
quanditative character;  for, though the quality of our work

‘has in many respects improved, we are still faced with some

very - difficult and important tasks in the direction of goods
traffic and goods “exchange. We have united commerce and
directed it, so far as the most important types of commadities
are concerned, into the channels of State and co-operative organs.
The simple form.:of trade is being conducted by us with im-
portant elements of systematic. distribution. The basis of our
work,” however, has remained primitive,. Asiatic. Our- apparatus
is so constructed thiat, despite the icorrectness of .the,principles
of its. orgapisatory structure, the costs of commercial traffic are
still . tremendous angd heavily epcumber economy. . .. -
Comrade Bucharin is perfectly .right in.saying.that the
prablem .of price policy is.at present .one of the most important
palitical and econemic questiens. Price jpelicy -and price fonmation
will .in the firgt place. decide the consumptive capagity..af the
market and the elasticity .of the develorment .of -industyialisation,
secandly they will influence the rapidity and direction of the
progress of agriculture with its various branches, apd thirdly
they . will  affegt that class-relationship . between workers and
pessants, - seeing -that ‘it is..only on:the market that the;ecomomic
relalionships . of the classes find their baldest expression; Jourthly,
the problems of price vpolicy and price formation . .copstitute
half, or .even more than half, the question of wages. The policy
of priige redoction is-at the same time a policy .of .inqreased
wages, And dinglly these .ouestions are intimately related to the
most imporant problem, that of Socialist accumulation. ) -
Already for some months past we have been faced, with
the burning qauestion of price reduction, This guestion fermed
ane of the diffieulties we had .to comtend with dast year, The
latter .consisted .of the following factors: firstly . the .danger
cf a depreciation of the tchervenetz: secendly,. collapse of, our
export and import preoramme: thicdly, dollanse of the . grain
pravisioning, fgunthly, by reason of all these things, restricfion
of ;the produetive mrogramme of industry and diminytion 4. the
new capitak investmeots, etc,: and. as a result of the forggoing,
a rige. of prices and -a reduction of wages. o
Same .of these difficulties have now already been overcome.
In regavd t~ the provisioning of. grain, we- can record .guite
satisfactory results; the tchervonetz has been stabilised and its
devaluation arrested; ocder has beep . established in imnorta-
tion and -exportation. Durino the last few. mionths we have
proved. that the forges: of the Soviet State, the ferce of .all
economip respurces at the idismosal of the state, fully suffice -
for reoulating the swvpnly and price of grain. The rise or
fall of the latter now idevends w©n the State. On us alome it

depends. only we are competent. only we have suificient means

at ovr disposal fo attain a result in anv direction. -
Last year the Omnositinn tried to make out that the
dictatorship of the working class was encountering the orowing

Tesistance .of the villagé in general and of the kulaks in parti-
‘cular. that the kulaks were tieing our hands. We .have .given

proof of the fundamental indorreciness -of the standpoint of the
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Opposition..*We : have showygr: how- strong -we -are and‘ how
greatlysthe Opposition: underestimates the influence: we ¢ briig
to- béar ron - the amarket.  From the. point “of: view -of prit¢iple,
our. victory .in the grain . question is of more’ significance than
any other of iour victories. 'What -‘was " at "stake was 'in' this
case .the question : of rthe -relation between: the!-classes —" the
workers and peasants - —- ant: practice Has shown ‘that -onr
Party was in the righti 5.0 0 prer T

+'* Qn the other “hamd, ‘our:success in regard to the reduction
of:-the prices -of - industtial- products has “been :insignificant. We
managed -to: arrest the tendency of'the mrarket towards~an .in-
flationrof ‘prices;’ but-we have:thus far not succeeded in. essen-
tially weduting price levels.-w /0 vl 7 i o e

-2, The winsuficient: reduction’ of «tetail: prices may ‘in'the first
place be explainetl: by ~the fact, ‘that onthis tront ;'We"did\“ho(
manage ‘o bring call- the  necessary influence to6 bear “bn the
object in view; secondly, aur business people spoke much of price
reduction: but: failed to put it sufficiently into practiee; and
thirdly, and ithis is the most important point, our. Party organi:
sations; trade “inlons, and working ‘massés  did ot take - so
active -.a- part  in: the »matter. as ~would - have 'been ' necessary:
These broad masses;inchiuding the most backward Wworkers, the
femrale Workers; ‘and. the workers’s wives, -must be“drawn *into
thiis!iwork; - alli-of ‘them faust: participate- actively rin: the -control
of ce-operativeistores; of the State stores, their overhead tharges,
commercial .price-aecretion, standards ‘of :accumulation; -the
quality of the:goodsj etc::'With a view to establishing maximum
commercial ‘profits, - we Weré perfectly right in- Tirst -taking “in_

hand the most important commodties. A’ -control" of thé

exeoution of usuch, regulations:ris only: possible with' the  aid
of ithe" masses; themselves. At every.plade: of -$ale'a ‘store isom-
mifteeiofirartive workers: must be- appointed. Coan N

< BAew wordls” i ‘regard to our foreign’trade.’ The primary
qitesfibi’ in“this rédpeét i that of ‘out trade bdlance. Last year
out Umpbdrts amountéd: o 680 inillion - rodblés,” and ih thé
curréit - year, - acéording-“to’ -the” main - plan, to just “the -same
figiire, thoifgh - if "we ‘tdké into’ consideration such. :fiports as
were - efiected by virtue' of “the' long termed ' Gerrfiari tredits,
our imports in - the- présent “year.‘will' be'’ ound to ' exeeed
these - imports ~has altogether “changed, '$irce 'we 'Hiow  only
R00 'million” roubleés.- We see, however, that the tdmposition  of
impott- what is'requisite -for -the Pproduttive 'needs of " our
inndustry and “agriciltue. ‘This'’ yeat we are ilnporting in ‘fHe
way ot ‘raw ‘materials | and “industrial equipnientt ‘ mibny“ times
as much aswas fthe ‘casé “ldst year. Then ‘our” imports -of
machinery- figured: at a value of 50 miltion roubles; this year
we have ‘ordered - fachinery - worth  more’ than' 900 'millioHs.
And with: ‘the ‘help”of these foreign: machines we shall* develop
our owh industry. That is theiniost fmportant’ and’hundamental
achfeveiment. '+ 77 v T T ua e e e
“V'Darifg ‘the years which have elapsed $Since ‘the, iftroduction
of the, “Neép”, our tradé balance “has figured as' follows; In
thie 'economic. yéats' 1022/23 ‘and  1923/24, the balance ' was
favourable, expo‘rts"exéeed‘iwng‘ imports by 106 million rgubles;
if "1024/25 ‘and 1925/26; there wias 'a. deficit, for both'' years
fogether, of 256, Miflions. In the current 'Vear 'we -have again
the prospect of 4 favoiirable trade balance The last three months
have already ‘given us dn accunfulatibn” of foreign ‘vahita to.a
1otal valtie 'of 35 miillion raubles, a figure which may subse-
auently ‘prove “larger,, sipce these are ‘but provisional results.
I 'must point out that we shall tHis year Teceive Jong-termed
éredits abroad, ‘possibly t6 an-extent” of 200 million rotbles.
We' shall réceive machinery. for the naphtia, metal,-coal, and
timber industries, for which we shall ‘only be called upon to
pay ‘il two, three, or even four years, We shall pay for this
machinéry ‘out” of the ‘means which we acadire by our. own
work. Foreign funds to-a value of'about 200 miillion roubles
will thus be ‘ifivested” this. year' in our industry for repayment
at a later time.” This is"a Very great achievement if we take
into consideration thaf we are mot receiving any State' loans. *
" We are-sfill ‘handicapped by many gigantic difficulties and
shortcomings. Ouir exports are still far too.small, and it must
be admitted that we are still poor hands at trading. At the
same time, foreign capitalists, who, are dissatistied with our
loreign. tradé monopoly, often” set -Obstacles..in our way and
immede qur progress. Nor can we, by reason.of our poverty,

make full use of  price flucluations on the world market. for -

the benefit of our prolefarian. ‘economy, . although we are
certainly’ the largesf ‘“congern” in, ilie market, since no firm
can compete in size with our Soviet Staie. By means of a

- and Engels, -

proper cormfherdial “policy, we tould” enforce our policy, oin_.thé

wotld market aftd gain extraordinarily great; advantages. for
the Soviet State. This is a most important fask, aZ-task @ of
furidammental * significance “also by reason ,of the- fact that, we
thereby also collect experience for other labour parties, .,‘w.l!xi'ch
will come into power later, on, experignce in, regard. fo ‘the
relafions “betweer’ the proletarian State .and its capitalist en
virommmenf, It is our fask to gain the.greatest possible results
in this direction tde, which, we have not been able. to.do so
far. 1 ‘believe, however, tthat, we shall be;able to manage it
if. the broad masses of, the, workers. are drawn. into the work
of solving this task. | . S :
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e Lem?lsm a~nd~a§hewF1ght against War.
ERSIN T L TP FRR S I H 1A AT B T
I ::‘jr“}i: Gt ol By ‘@G, Zinoviev: ..ot DR
i The Bolshevists are the ‘ofily oppoiterits ‘of imperialisnt ahd
imperialist war *‘Whe-are ‘consistént to the eid! T%)ee Bolshevists
alone wiill fight consistently for peace. = IR
It was said Jong agoLét him' who Wishes for ‘peace, Prepare
for  war..“Fot proletarian " revolutionaries this ' means among
other' things: ' yoit*would fight for peace, you must' firs
of -all 'clearly " understand' the historical; thé claSs character "of
war, ! you must' firét "know’ how <o’  ¢ombat” war when*it has
already’ broken out,: ¢ v 4 R
"' "The fask of fighting for peace — 'in the interest of socialism
and of international revolfition L has tow become a particularly
urgent one for us. It is therefore extremiely tmportant ~that
we "shoubdt-at fihé‘pkesertt"mBme{[f think ' over the _’r)c{g‘dh!ifnjgs of.

Loer 2y

Lenin - with ‘regard {0’ :w&ar. ot
! O et g erhegyt ean

The Tteachfngwx{h regprd 1qwar 1s Qné oi tlhemost mm
portant doctrines of Leninism, .. : D :

e oy, T ,3&@&@*
¢ Judice. which Joo
I paratifely; eagf
saorpote Lentn-in

3 ohenin’s déarhing’ reganding wat'js,bmplicated; ity pmly _for
the ‘reason that it ft‘h-m;vsgs;,lligm .on ;_i{rstly, the tasks of the
proletariat in those countried i “Whith the bourgeoisie iis still
in power, secondly the task of;the: colenial and semi-colonial
peoples and thirdly, the tasks of the proletariat of those coun-
‘tries " in. which the”profetarian’ dictatorship already exists. Apant
trom this, Lenin-distinguishes' special periods of the proletarian
dict&torship fwfiﬂﬂir‘.l-*\mbsj'epmthiﬂ uhirnd o L

o 1 4

I

difficulty is that of overcoming.fhe.pxe-
DO 1} 1252 SIgIple, floak ;and cont
i Sl

i

S R U *

. ok
' Lehin’s, doctrine regarding  war ‘is deeply, footed "in the
g‘gqér'&"l 'dogjfrines of Marx and Engels. . " ' .0
"“Anyone who bases his argument on Marx’.relation
fo the:wars of the epoch of. the.progressivg bourgeoisie
and forgets Marx’ words “The workers have no - father-
-, land”, words. which apply exactly to the epoch, of the
_, reactionary bourgeoisie in_its decline, to -the .epoch. of the
_socialist revolution, shamelessly. misrepresents. Marx: and
_replaces the socialist conception, by a_pefty bourgeais one.”
- Thus wrote Lenin in his brochure “Ssoialism and the War”,
which appeared in 1915. EURRTIUSTRIRE IS o
At the beginning of the war, in 1914;"the social chauvinists
in - all ‘countries, not -éxcepting “cur” Plechanov and Tcherfiov,
asseverated thalt thiey were“acting *in the spifit of Marx” wien
they defended “their” fatherland, i. e., in reality, “their” bour-
geoisie’ The- whole Second International, -which ‘had split into
iwo camps according to'the two great imperialist-Coalitions which
‘were opposed to one another, declared right and-left that in
clamouring for the “defence of the fatherland’ by the jmperialist
war, they were« merely carrying: out the: commands of- ‘Marx
1{ néedéd very hard préparatory work fon ‘the part ‘of
Lenin fo re-establish the real standpoint of Marx and Engels
‘in” this domain and thus, 4o’ ¢leanse Marxism from the greasy
‘pawing ‘and slobbery” kisses of the -Social chauviniists. Lenin
had, first of all. to put evérythiflg in-its right place” + -
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thh wha‘t pnrde did Lenin in 1018, after the victory of‘

the Ottober' tevoltrtion, poitt out:thiat the’ “S(;lenhhc* pmghesws
of Engels had come true, of Engéls ‘Who; d$ early as’in 1887,
had; foretold in mapy .respects - the circumstances: of the hrst
imperialist world war.
In his introduction to Sigismund Borkheim’s brochure “]u
Mermoa'y ‘of “the - Germafy: Patriot Mufderers"l /077, F‘medurn
Engels in 1887 ‘drew pxd*ure of fhe fiftiie WOrld W'ar' in 1he
foﬂwmg"»w@rdé* e i 3

GVEY LARE, 1}) 1 5 ‘idu‘sé:s' iIl. throttle one anb:th
i ) .! . er,
f xaﬁd! it Q"Sﬁ “will “devastas TEu!;yép ﬁha& \f'yla;s never, dong
Bya - fj)pcgit ; e devaﬁtat;ons of the 'ﬁm
:irs Waf, " crowded’ (o%efher info” three. or, four, years
“andspréad ‘over e, Whole ‘continent; starvation, plagues,
he 4g)e1ieﬁal emoral; Atio| lii'the ariiles and of, theﬂm!a,sses
pe as_ a resilt gf ‘the acut ' d§ hp eless ch;
it “oup },_ggl tiigchinery, ;of trade, indus} ;,y
i diit” ch 2" :R@y”gm)alt‘do'z ol ; crowng. Wi
about” the” S, and noy. oxie nd.. to -;the{n up,
., the’ “absoluté’ mpossibility foresepm' ilow 1t will;, all
PG and wWhd will come out vmtor in. e ; only,gue
result absolutely certain, general ‘éxhatistion and the esta-

1+ blishment of: the::condiitions ‘leading ito the final v'nctOry of
. the workm:g ‘clxss, » The war iiay; for: ‘the montent, <force
us into the background and wrest from us some pas»xtu@&ﬁs
. we _have g;ﬂre.ad,y s@lered but. if T:h (the -princes and
,s’nategmn up 00 f}}n; forces wh};;% 1 cannort then
d " aga ngs may PRe.. as,, the; wm,
18 tratg;ad they wxlf be. rujned arﬂdy '

er

3 1h¢ ictory.
éta{}‘a will eiftier. bé accog;np ished: aj E' ‘or
lea&t inevitable,”” ‘ G Sl el Ly
y hat,m Pl ~_;'sag,g,'[.e:n'n in. 191§,
] y ‘F'

in ;,hd@as is. every
él %cxentlilc .analysis
Sl il

Par‘ited S the
dnd Lenif ‘linder-

and "Engels
erlo& ‘oft Htﬁ‘nan history,

mndamemals of erxls But w*ith what gen
‘stand low' to -z “thé gene'x’al tedchings ‘of "M
i fhle - Guestion Viwat, to a ey

HV’anced

«ar

whéfﬂ the h&é‘térwa‘l S eﬁ’es" Yvere Shﬁte*d W‘h‘en “life

w%h ELS middy eelerity.
“Thére was a rtmle about 1@7‘1 fto erte “Lenin

— “when the general franchise, wfﬁhxout revo ution (plus

. s*trﬂkes e’rc.) had to bp used _tp 4 €. who, were

) ,backwand )tf!e 5tjme‘iof ‘j - reyalutgpns §1917)
the “developient ‘is ensured by the ‘pr ress ,of

“anid “now

‘the revolittion of ‘the proletariat, by its civil war”. (Lenm
"f“Unpublwshed i Manuscyipts “oh 'the: %lmafors*hqp iof the Pro-

leiam@t” No B oi Jﬁ_&’mnfs collecwa Wworrks. Russuah)

ity iy L.:r Y
;Bgvx "in, a compa\ratwe,ly ceiul, fime, Lenin. pnde-
iata;gla ly-. Mkaqd up..fi theom1es x and.Engels, developed
:and ' enrighed; them, espedially. ,-ti\ehr ‘teaghihgs: regarging, . war.
An;d,,,when in, 19],1,‘ e weorld,, roletarxat entgred SO, & new
.period - of . Stqmny development, fenm -gaye.us, a . goctrine of
| War, wog| ked. Jout lmost to the. last detail which,, in, the period
;qi‘ storm whbdh g begun,: served. as ghe; best . compva;s

’:';: _:5\ H g,,r' B *I#;I,,mﬁ(‘ FEEARUES '“f

*

'IThe queshon voi ‘ol rel?atnom i fhe Rwssoqraparrese war
ori 1904 and 1905 seems cotfiparatively” simple, "

- It, was ;by. :no .means . a pew teadency #n the Russian;revo-
luﬁnopary movement to work  fowards, the defeat ol gur,.own
‘country (defeatism). :We: need. only, resc,%,u Jithe . fact. ﬂhat at_the
.Zurich Congress. of the Second International (1892), G. ﬂsl’le-
chapov .= .at, 4hat, time’ generale recognised,.as: %e leaxder,.

.~ Russign Marxx(sm . imade aspeech., which did oot congeal
his defeatism. Whilst complefely., udentxiyhng hxmself withy, the
oontem:porary writings of Friedrich Engels (“Socialism, in Ger-

- ‘many” and““Thé" Foréigh ‘Policy’ of'Czarism™), 'Pléchanoh de-

“wouticed’ ‘the ‘Frando-Russian® allidnce’ ahg” openl “expressed “his
&esue for’ the” defeat of the ol Riissia: Atitle’ Intemaﬁxmnhl Coun-
réss it Amsterdaim ' (1904), after the Rumé’-]apénesé warhad
gim, ‘PlecHanby “dlse’ spoké ifi” a-more or less tevolutibriiry
%pl‘x“lf" At that time, defeatism -was not urktiown' even in~bot-

geois-democratic ahd éveil in “fiberdl circles' of Russian society,

-1 80 fay asy fipst.of all;.dhe bourgeoisie was still weighed down

by, the, Czarist-policy.of favouring the landed,, propyietors, - and
secondly the Russian proletariat had sof; yet (uife; raxsed its

.head mor; had it yet begome a direst danger. to prwa\te pro-
“perty.

lmcrnatlonal Pre§s Con;eapondenc& e

1917 that Len.m worked out‘ms ﬂoomhfe%"fais o

:Bolshevism alg
Hoaw .t ‘mzintain.
Russ, {apanese, war;;:

pitpder: the leadershxpr of, Lenin: undarstood
LI, consastem, atfitude 43, $he

;. defeat
npt “simply. the point of Mew; ol a Feyo-

' ]unonary demgcrat “who desires, the defgal of,. Czarnsm anid of
e demerited Jnndotw;ners, but, the. po,mt ‘of view .ofi,

i pmle»tzwan
mternahojlahsm, which, . avours lif: evvem( way.-1o-, seige ﬂ;p
opportumfy af e, wlar cn,si&[ fp sheake, capxtahs,m toms 3
founda'ponst il oyet e

It 1s a; nemark&ble«&abt thvat the Anea;rer ‘ﬁhe eepmh of 1he
.sociglist-: reva}wﬂwn appreached,;. the ‘mptesdid- the leaders of
the . Spcond i laternational (amongst . theth  éspecially :the: Russidn
Menshewkn tand-. Plechaniov). shed. their skip obldefeatisim mumtil,
an 1914y they appeared - as. f¥defenders ol thé:: fatherldnd” +iin
the imperfialist -war,.. With, Lenin.iwe - see -exacilyithe -opposite;
the nearer the permod of the rroletarlan revolution a.pvproauched
‘the ‘fiore” arden:tly the flante of the ﬁghi‘“ again$t the capjtalist
.ovdef of Sopiety “Blirttf: thie midre” ‘complete " ard “tonsfs
Letin'd “Hefeaitsth” beoome o ‘

Fi§ sy it imdbrstand  why ! e veactfohary“w:& a re-
volutionary class must desire the defeat of its “own” Go-
vernment. — That is one 6f the “chief axioms of the Leninist
doctrine of war.
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Now, however, the war of 1()14 approached’ j}"l“he collapse
10f ‘the ' Secand Ieiterndtional; the' ctisis:of isddialisim’ became per-
fecily evidenti Ané it iwas AJusts dt “this: mement: that sedin.
begad @&+ epemmy concettratéd sdhd “ispertalty Irlitul “piede: ot
-work o thé! problems df Wwhar;H whs ?us’e iglithe years: H?M 4}30
! Wa%’m’bét

1iﬁﬁ£ﬂ8ﬂle‘ky by S LIFRIE " " S1r
.. Lenim,; whomtntha“t time. wm;luvmg i sexﬂs ﬂldeﬂO&z viork
Hor the, Russiatt. proletariat-alone; but gatherdd:; the. Zimmerwald
Left round him, entered into cotinections: with! individual: pro-
letarian revolutidnaties: andiuwith, groups of. Jprojetarian: redo-
Jutionaries who had remained faithiul, to, interdationatism, o
“The transigrmatxon iof 1mpermhst zrwaru,mto evil war,
dhat js ,flr?t -pragtical; slogan, withwhich, Lenin. called to the
proletariat in’ 1914, as soon as the 1mper1ah§t yva; broke ‘out.. The

_greatness of this sloigr mpared to thy Marxist, -
sld z}g ﬁroleuté(haﬁs q?l,a ?m?;ﬁé "ﬁfn yors ot ?i o i

J§in)
Af the “same "time Lenin began "o Work at hlS lfg.mﬁms
book “Inmemalnsm the Last Sﬁa e, oi Carutalnsm” Th1§ 1@ one
af 'a’ﬁy, . leton

o

,pa

a’f‘Lenﬁﬁ et “scivtitific “wo s; At s’ ‘aclu

otk rr rw"%phmfe ‘of “Cépra’l‘”% Hhifs weork

Janafy4id of ‘tfhe ‘lasi’ sta 4 5}“ bz{pﬁgﬁalxsm Tn’

fd\fésqﬂopis. : - ,“" B \
Lenin's . doctrme of v i & jbommd up

ourse clos ,
w1.th ‘his :gerdral dotiritie '« mq;:‘ riatism. " ?rxs‘eil’% lisny”
e glves’ 1" predomitiantly g’oé fic, % mﬂy screﬂftrfrc 3 '
the problem and, in ﬁarr{*s,«h& U Yatiguage s imfentionatly ¢
sas' the 'book was' intended for legal mncwﬂm ditder’ thd C’zarwt P
censorship. The elaboration 'of his iddctnilie"of “Wai 15" glmenf'm '
“Lenin's: other. works of the: same periodi (wlm:h 'are cofpiled in ¢
ithecollection “Agninst thesCurtent}). Leninl§ chiefiworks witich
“contashr his »doctrine.-of war, are!:“Imperialism”:plus: : those ;.
-works cwhich: appeared in:dhe: collection *Agniust he Current”.
- Sodialists have: always; condenined rwat- betweemstie peoples
as somerthmg barbarian: and: brutal; Our. atisti:de tewdids. ‘war, |
however, is fundamentally dijfferent- irom . the.. points of - view .
of the bourgeois paclhsts and ,anagcmets /e af ;h&tmgulshed
“from the first in that we T allsé the mevnable conlection r'_petwee,n
war . and the class Strugge within fhe’ coifmry, %h e réa‘h#e :
‘the nimbs‘subﬂrty ‘of ‘doling' AWy ‘Wit war ‘Withoutd ing'away "
‘with dlisses, “Without' es&abins«hiﬁg“§oenah§m~ aﬁﬂ‘ aldo=ir that”™
‘we il =tecogtise the justification; ‘the’ ihrogreseiveness ‘andthe
‘necdssity’ of civil'iwars, 1, of ‘war§ ‘of the oppadtsed classes
against their oppressors, ‘of ‘slaves’ ng#inst! siave-bwhers!(of
serfs against : fendal lords,:of. ~wageiworkers against’ ¥hé “bour-
geoisie., We, Marxists  are disfinguished frqm: the ,pacifists as
well as from the anarchists in that we recognise the nhecessity =
of a histortical study of rthe special character, of each war. '
i We mi sﬁl dx@ﬁngulsfh BgtWeen HHé* Historiéal fypes. of wars
“in récetit i From 178 f"co 1871 thare wére p ‘ressivey,
bourgemné nwﬂonal wars The® hiltacter
Jand, the h t0 cal s’;gm
erithiow’

ot freedorm

he forkign” yoke, T ‘the’ wars of téf French:
revolyti :taﬁce,,ihere bvefre iindeed; " ¢lementil'af r‘obbery
‘and" of ”Lhe coiiquedt &f ' foreign "te’rrntofy by ‘e’ Hrench; this’
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however alters nothing in the Ifundamental historical sigui-
ficartte of these wars which shattered and destroyed the feuda-
lismy and the absolutism of the whole of thé Europe of the past
which was: based on serfdom. In the Franco-Prussian war,
Getmiany plundered France; this however does not alter anything
in fthie historical fundamental significance of that war "which
liberated many millions of Germans from -feudal dismember-
ment and from the yoke of two despots — the Russian Czar
and Napoteon II. (cf. Lenin: “Socialism and War”),

For this reason Lenin made quite a different approach to
the question as to whether a war is a war ol dttack or ‘defence
from ‘that made by the leaders of the Second: International.
He rejects and scorns the ordinary way of answering the
question: “The guilty party is the one who began?.

“If, for instance, Morocco were to declare war on

France tfo-morrow, India were to declare war on England

or Persiia and China on Russia etc. it would be a (“’ju&t”

war of defence”, jndependently of who began the war.’

* g ¥

The basic features of Lenin’s doctrine concerming war can
be summarized as follows: ,

1. The: “rehabilitation” -of Mdrx and Engels, the restoration
of their real views as to war as against the anarchists (Guil-
laume & Co.), as against the Mensheviki (Plechanov, David,

Kautsky; all leaders of the Second International) as against

the - Narodniki (Tchernov & Co.). i
2. We cannot simply divide wars into wars of aggréssion
and wars of defence according to: the criterion of.'who was
the “first” to declare war, who was the “first” to- attack. We
must: be able to .determine the concrete Historical significance
of-every single war or every single period of war.. -
3. Every external war is connected with ‘the relation of
class foreces within the countries which are at war.
‘4. A concrete estimate of the world war from 1914 to 1918
as an imperialist war. ‘ ‘ o
5. The connection between the first imperialist world war
of 1914 to 1918 and imperialism as the last stage of ocapi-
6. The slogan of “the defence of the fatherland”” “as such”,
. e without itaking into eonsideration the concrete historical
sigtiificatice Of the war in question, is a deviation from Marxism.
Everything depends on what classes are carrying on the war
in question, what is the objective character of the particular war.
7. The .defence of the fatherland in an imperialist war is
a direct betrayal of -the interests of the proletariat and a
‘desértion to the side of the bourgeoisie. ‘
8. In a reactionary war, a revolulionary class must desire
the defeat of its “own” government. . s
"9 The “epoch. of imperialism is an epoch of: reactionary
simperialist wars. It does .not, however, exclude nationdl wars
for freedom or “just” historical progressive wars of “defence”
of oppressed mnationalities,colonial .and semi-colonial countries.
10. Hence ithe slogan of ‘the right of self-determtination of
_nationatities in the sense of the right to secetle;
1l New imperialist wars are inevitable. '
.. 12, The theory of supér-ithperialisti, of peaceful imperia-
lism (Kautsky) is reactioriary nonsense. ;
13. The slogan of disarmament is a reactionary Utopia
-as. long as capitalism exists. He who takes arims in his hands
will, .at the wdecisive moment, have to turn them against his
“own” bourgeoisie. There is still much too much in ithe world
-which, can only be destroyed by force of arms.’
14. The imperiakist war must be turned into civil war.
15. The proletarian world revolution develops in the follow-
g wnner: o B
“The social revolution cannot proceed except in the

form. of an epoch which comtbines the civil ‘war of the.

préletariat against the .bourgeoisie in the advanced coun-
tries with a wlole number of democratic and revolutionary
national movements for freedom in the undeveloped, back-
wand and oppressed countries. Why? Because ‘capitalism
develops unequally, and the objective reality shows. us
niny peoples which are economically very feebly developed,

Intertational Préss Cortedpondence

- or even quife undeveloped. side by side with highly de-
veloped capitalist peoples.” . , :
These are the most important theories of Lenin’s teaching

regarding war. : o

Lenii's docfrine of war is on ifs part connected with many
other” sidés of Leninism as a whole. The problem of war s
closely bound up with the problems of revolution in general.
These are often two sides of the same problem. War and revo-
lution, — 'War and the nationial “question. -— War and the
collapse of the Second International. — War and the degenera-
tion' “of ‘social reformism into social chaavinisin. — (In. con-
nection with this is the question of the “aristocracy of labour
and--the Corruption of the privileged stratum of the Workers
with the extra profits of the ruling, ifriperialist bourgecisie)., —
The question of the fighting altiance ‘of the proletariat and the
peasantry. — The slogan of the right of self-deterniination of
the Eeoples: — The slogan “Clear out of the colonies!” — The
slogan “Without aniexations and contributions!” All these are
highly important problems which Ienin wortked oiit in conpection
with ‘His doctrine of ‘war. ~ s D :

As early as in 1915, Lenin put the quesdicic quite concretely
;th to what our Party 'would do if it came into power. during
e wiar: i : : .

“We should offer’ to make peace with all those at war
on the condition that they liberate ‘the colonies dnd all de-
pendent and oppressed natibns and ‘those deprived of their
vights. Neither vgn‘glwnid, France no, Germany would, under
their present Gdvernments, accept these condifions. We
should then have to prepare for and carry out the revo-
lutionary ‘wat, that is to say, we should not only carry out
our whole minimum programitie in the most determined
way, we should stir up all the peoples now oppressed by
the White Russians, all colonies and dependént countries
of Asia (India, China, Persia ,e{tc.g, and above all we should
. induge -the socialist proletariat of Europe te revolt.against
its Governments — 1n spite of fits social chauvinists. There
is: no doubt that a victory of the proletariat. in Russia
would produce unusually faveurable conditions for the de-
velopment of revolution both in Asja and Furope. This
was even proved by tthe year 1905.” (Lenin: “Some Theses”
~— October 1915.)

At the April Conference in 1917, i. e after the overthrow
of Czarist, this satite idea of Lenin found more “defittite ex-
pression: - e :

“Having taken over the power of the State in Russia,
the revolutionary ‘class would take a number, of measures
which would undermine the economic rule of the capi-

talists and - render them entirely innocuous; it would im-

miethately and publicly offer all ‘peoples a democratic pedce

ot the blisis of. an absolute reémtitciation of any kind® of
annexations or contributions. These ‘measures and this open
offériof peace would inspire the workers of the countries
at war with absolute confidence "in “¢ach other and’‘wbuld
inevitbably l€ad to revolts of the -proletariat against the
imperialist Governments which would offer resistance fo
this proposal of peace.” (Resolution of the April Con-

ference 1917 with regard fo war). "~
‘Having worked out the question of the imperiatist’ war,

Lenin -worked out it every detail the question &f “imiperialist

peace” aléo; te showed the international proletaériat in good
time that' a peace concluded by he " imperialists: would be
pregnaiit Wwith new wars, In contrast to an -imperialist peace,
Letlin- advocates the idea of the conclusion of peace over 'the

‘'heads of ‘the impetidlist Govertiments.

It is.well known what an important part was played, by
{he Bolshevist agitation for peace in the periogd between the
February and Ocfober revolutions in 1917. As every ome
knows, oune of the first acts of the viotorious. dictatgrship of
the proletasiat was the decree with regard te peace. In fhe
preparations for ithe .revolution, . the peace  slogan played' no
less a part than the slogan “land”, than the slogan “bread”.

From that moment onwards, Lenin’s teaching regarding
war was' enriched by a new chaptér: The prolefariat in’power
and its attitude to war. '

Since October 25th 1917 we have become defenders of the
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fatherland*) - says Lenin
socialist fatherland.

Engels foresaw a similar situation in 1891, when he wrote
“that the power would be in our hands in ten years and that we
should then show that we were not unworthy of the Sanscu-
lottes. (cf. “Political Testament”, pag. 20/21.) ;

Siince - October 25th 1017, we have been defending the
socialist fatherland, and in doing so we are defending the
iutgr‘?sts both. of the Russian and of the whole world prole-
tariaf,

now that we are defending the

“We have the right to expect help from our allies, the
proletariat of all countries, who must understand that we
have now. become “defenders of the fatherland”, but de-
fenders -of the fatherland who defend the positions of
socialism”. (Lenin, volume 15, pag. 169.)

Since October 25th 1917 the Leninist doctrine of ‘war has
placed, new problems and their solution into the foreground.

1. Is it permissible for us to make territorial :concessions

in. order to ;gain fime? Yes, it is permissible! We not only
may, but we must — answers Lenin. And he defends the ltactios
of the Peace of Brest-Litovsk, he brings forward the “theory
ol the breathing. space” and defends i1t against anyone who
did jnot immediately grasp the fact that, in fhe situation which
arose at that fime, it was the only way 4o save the proletarian
revolution in Russia. )
....2 Is it pertiissible, for a newly born socialist State to
take advanfage of the contradictions which exist between the
two groups of the international robber imperialists? Is it per-
missible for it ito tack and to make concessions, to enter this or
that “understanding” with one country against another? Yes,
it can and must do so — answers Lenin.

“l vote for making use of the help of the Anglo-French
imperialist robbers” against the German robbers. The first
country of the proletarian dictatorship which found itself in
so difticult a:situation as was Russia, on whose borders stood
the- imperialisi ‘armies, ready to throitle it at -once, not only
has. theright, but it is its bounden duty to make use of the
differences between  two fimperialist groups; in doing so, it
must of course remain true-to its own aims, to0 its own banner
of ' international socialism,

3. Ts it permissible; under  certain conditions, for the pro-
ietarian didtatorship to give armed help Ao the proletarians
of other countries who are still oppressed by capitalism or
to the peoples of ithe colonies and semi-colonial countries who
are hard-pressed by the imperialists? Is it permissible for the
proletarian dictatorship 40" carry freedom and socialism into
other countries ‘“at the point of the bayonet”? Yes, it may
‘and must! . L) ride
“If, in ithe face of the constantly active enemy forces,

we were to pledge ourselves, as is suggested to us, never

to undertake certain actions, which might be regarded as

offensive action from the military strategic point of view,

we should fiot only be idiots but criminals”, said Lenin

atthe” Eighth Soviet Congress .in his polemics against
" Martov.

It is only possible, of course, to carry freedom and socialism
into another country “at the point of the bayonet”, if one is
i close alliarice with- the revolutionary class -of the country
in question, if one ‘proceeds hand iin hand with it, i. e. under
the: condition that the workers and the oppressed masses in
both countries regard the “interference” as real fraternal help.
In these questions, the policy of the international proletariat
must be thought out all the more precisely, ‘must be all the
niore alert, because history — especially “the' history of the
imperialist war of 1914/18 — teems with attempts to carry
out a policy of violence, conquest and subjugation under the
mask of - “liberation”.

______ a4
*) “We were defeatists under the Czar, but under Zeretelli
and Tchernov we were not defeatists.... We did not demoralise

the army, we said: Hold the front, the sooner conquer power,
the sooner you will be able to assert it” — said Lenin, (Col-
lected works, vol. 15, pag. 180, Russian edition.) This referred
to the extremely peculiar, unique sfitvation, when Russia was
approaching with rapid steps the 25th of October (November
7th),- when the bourgeois democratic revolution was “growing
more and more dmto” a- socialist revolution, not day by day,
but hour by hour, when it was clearly evident that the father-
land of to-morrow would be a socialist fatherland.
(Conclusion to follow.)

_FASCISM _

Appeal of the E. C. C. L. against the
Preparation of a Fascist Putch in Latvia.

Moscow, February 6th 1927.

The' Executive Commiittee of the Communist International
has published an appeal regarding the preparation of a fascist
putch in Latvia, in which it points out that the proceedings of
the fascists in- Volmar were only a first attempt which will be
followed by an- attéck in the centre. Various fascist organisations
are obviously preparing for a putch, are arming their members,
organising muilitary -espionage, securing ome position after
another in the army. The commanders of the Latvian army and
a numbet of Generals are notorious fascists who are at the head
of the conspiracy. The social democratic government, owing to
its lack of character and cowardice, is unable to cripple the
advance of ‘the fascist movement. Its persecutions-and repressions.
on 'the other hand, only apply to the Left labour organisations.
They permit the fascist robbers to spread: with impunity rumours
of' ‘a prepared ,,Cominunist” revolution in order to -conceal the
real aims of the fascist conspirators. All this talk of ithe fascist
bandits ‘concerning the preparation of an attack on the part of
the: Communists is conscious lies and provocations.

The latest intrigues of English imperialism against the Soviet
Union, the outspokenly monarchist government in Germany, the
aggressive plans of Pilsudski with regard to the Soviet Uunion,
the reaction which is raising its head in the Baltic States — all
this at present favours the attack of the Latvian fascists. Behind
the Latvian fascists, as' well as behind: the Lithuanian fascists,
there stands' imperialist England. The English imperialists are
persistently. forging plans for the encirclement of jthe Soviet
Union by hostile fascist States, in order then to be able the more
casily to carry out their plans against the Soviet Union.:

The ‘Communist International calls ‘upon all workers and
peasants and their parties to set up the united front for the
tight. against fascism.

The proceedings in Latvia and in the other small Baltic
States- are of great significance for the proletariat of other
capitalist countries. As soon as favourable results are achieved
in the small countries, the bourgeoisie of the great States will
proceed all the more determinedly and insolently.

Revolutionary watchfulness, in the first plate on the part of
the workers of Latvia itself, is more necessary than ever.

The united fromt against advaricing ‘capitalisin’ and fascism
in ‘all’ countries is more mecessary now than ‘ever!

THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT
The First Meetings of Women Delegates
in Germany.

By Erna Halbe (Berlin).

During the period of capitalistic rationalisation the absorp-
tion of women into the productive system is proceeding at high
speed, especially in the decisive industries, in which men are
being supplanted by women workers. There is, therefore, a
double: necessity for bringing these women into a common
battle front with the men. For this reason the Communist Party
of Germany, two years ago, took upon itself the task of
carrying on in the factories interisive propaganda for enlistment
in the trade unions and winrninﬁ over the working women in
the individual trade unions to the Opposition.

But such means must be employed as will, in the first place,
make it clear to the women that unity is necessary, and will
wake them up to a realisation of the misery of their actual
situation. At the present moment there are thousands of women
in the rationalised factories, who cannot look up from their
work, dare not speak a word to one another and have not a
minute to spare. A discussion concerning questions of wages
and working hours is impossible and an alliance with other
factories is not practicable.” If, however, these women workers
are not to sink into dullness and indifference, a way must be
found whereby this alliance can be effected. We believe that in
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holding. meetings_of wq_‘glen delegates we,_have made the flr\'(
attempt in this d]rectlo%
© We had to spend g We«r)g }Qng "tyrte upon the px eparation Qi
‘these. meetings, « io%. there ~cannot--be ~a- meeting. . of. ~delegates
withoyt conngction with  the factories, and mfluence in the

facthfiss 4@ fdddy.ip Jae»gvamed at: thes dostof! idiidatigable,
*‘gg{%mghf g,egallf vgogk} his, has . been done incessantly iog

wa yedts:t Kt ‘eve’f‘y' “Bhiral or Histriet confeberice “w

have constamly placed in .the foreground of our work the
winning ‘ovet’ of 'fhe' Womeén workers in the factories and the
‘tradesumions. In:conjunction with, the funcrioning-.of our: nuclei
there: gréw upi;in.the Party a comprehension of this: work and
out induence ini the: factories. increased: pr@-portxonately
¢t was! extraordinarily -slow, work;as:isogon; as. we had
i es«tablashed a connection, the working: ,\’\Iﬁmd,iﬂ was dismissed - or

tradsierred: -or _ she; severed . the ;cannection:. dor fear of dis-

‘missal.: Here: andt there iwe. ca.lled ‘pubhc meemags «of; -women
'workexs, with:which we-had: some. litfle sugcess;; e»spemally on

‘theri octasion’ of International \Women’s -Day, -Only in the; rarest

of “cabes: was "it; possible: ta.form. circles of ‘working. women for

the accomplishmens of :reakly tspecific tasks. -n several locafities
we were s suecgessiul; . through :thé .trade wunion, iraction (texiles,
shoes; smetal); m’edtabhshmg connectlon wuh fhe women workers

-and: thereby with rtheir: factories. ;
“iil Tlneaite gourse of: these two years (A small bup 1e11able
‘nucletis-of ‘worhen ~vorkers. was: formed under:the care,; mﬂuen;e

‘and comtrol rof ouriwomen’s: sectionss: and! ﬁhzs small: beginning

furnished a.sgood: ioun.dahon ior the vsmrk “of the'meetmg of

déle’g-a%b AR R R ERH IR
, - Thermicvement rior the m‘gamsmg ok -the: Congress of

Wm‘kers3 i Gerimany appeared to us to: be' a suitable opportunity
'for exploiting::oui Jloose tenrections. with. the ‘women .werkers
‘arid,at-‘the saine:time} of:binding thet by.means of.a delega-
tior system.. Naturally, ibwwas net possible to. «call: such meetings
it 2ll “the towns of Bétmarly. We, gherelore, selected, the locali-
‘ties*"in “Hvhich ‘eircumstances iwere: masoiayeirable.. Qur: icom-
vades™ proposal to .- foldssueh:: delegate - meetiggs ooiv working
 womert:hWas everywhere 1welconted, by the: -women «woerkers
M‘any F thie wOmen decfarecf themselvés‘ rﬁudy 1o7faccap¢ man-
d‘dteS [ ST Bee Lye ;

At the meetmgs oi women workers and- mnelltploxﬁd,i Qﬂ'e
“detegate: vns eiec%eszfrom évery :100sWomeny, sit:public metings
K *hofrsevhves, lone délegate toreweryi 1060 ‘personss attending.
T o wAdition, 'pmletarian organisations' sént.:iemale - repiiesenia-
Hives” (Red ° Womert’s ‘and - Gitls” Leagdue/Intermational: League,
Red Aid, Workers! Tntetiiatiofial: Reltef;: Freer Thinkens,: efc.).
Allief - -thiese: worhern . wiereiinot  elected.. at big- mass.imestings;
from some factdriessibere: came puly:-a. very, small. qurhgn af

the~ fgmaje. hands; : sevesgh:spistakes, were. also ;made. dup the
Freparations;- r,eai W c;{-%lgj hatrdly existed;, but,. pite
all this, a beg mnmg as eetl made, and, indeed, a ‘Beg mﬁc

%oﬁwmm

g111‘ 'xr;ﬁ, e 1 e o‘zﬁwm

Tk
s%?‘ﬁhlﬁ)“ et'rl?i?gfgfegé al&ﬁeghi&s ppotts: whie ubuntheds doti-
fagks of women workers, and

cerning the position apd ilig,-
demands were put forward to be” submitted to the Congress
of Workers. Evergwhere the ;diseussion was hvelﬂ and on a
high ,level. The women thoroughly recognised their serious

FOSlffC “and tHe” netessi’ty oi Sfmpor‘tmg Wl'[fh thmr actwe work'

fie" fight"of "alt workers. '© - e
tmgs “of"! de; Ates! were held in® seVen towng»

Btirlin' 259 ‘delegaté§ ‘attended; 119 being ‘worien: warkers,
dn- j‘)arf : 8(3 ffom the Commumst I’arfly of rGermany,

SRty e
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3. trom. the German Social Democratic Party; in Hamburg there
‘were - 40 "delegates, - including 24 women ' Workers, of which
18 non-party, 20 from the German Communist’ Party, 2 Demo-
cmts. Batren, 37 ‘délegates, including 8 women workers, 13
‘ouparty, 13 ‘of the C!P. of Germariy, ‘9 of other organisations;
Esseti ‘71 ‘delegates, 26- non-party, 45 of the C.P. of ‘Germany;
Qhemmtz 70 delegates, including' 24 working womien, 24 rion-
party#18 from the C. P."of Gérmany, T irom the S:P. of Germany,
Stuit art 94 ‘délegates, including 43 women “workers, 50 non-
‘party, 34 from the C.P. of Germany, 10 from other organisa-
lions; Cologne 50. delegates, including 10 women workers; 26
mon-party, 24 from ‘the C.P. of Germany. -

e most important task at’ pr%s’eilt fies ‘ih -preserving the
Cormect ons thus madg, of keeping in touch ‘with thie delegates
and-cdlling ' meetings” periodically. It is “only the constant, syste-
matic work of. the delegates that' can “servethe -purpose which

“has t0be- aucéomphshed to ‘win the Wwomen workers over fo the

Lett Wing of the Labour’ Movement for the hg'ht o{ the ‘workers
fwr their emanmpatlon :
I 1t 'somie localities the meetmgs have been heId fora’ second
&’ for instarice, in Hamburg on the occasion of the dock-
abotrers' 'striké; in “Chemnitz, on account of ‘the anticipated
‘attgck’ 61" fire employers inthe textile industry:'Tn January and
Pebruafry, meehngs of deIeo'ates will ! ag‘am be ‘héld in the other
‘Histricts! "

+ . The most important thing now is. the creation ‘of clrcles
m the Jacfories: and. in the labour—exchanges so_that the delegates
may haye an opportumty of’ getting ‘ifto. tourch wnt‘h other wonten
~workers. The women delegate is, to-»day not " ina position . to
‘work a_pig factory by herself, if she ‘has 110t relidble functioria-
‘ries in every deparfment to' give her a hand” The delegate
must, therefore, immediately gather’this, group, ‘of colleagues with

hom yghie can. dlecuss all the, duhes 1mposed ‘by the meetmg
;Qf d.eIeUates ,

#"" Now: 1ha“t we! have gamed S0 much valumble experaence irom
‘the- firdt meetings of delegates, it will be:umore easily passible
for ‘us “te_hold" meetings ‘of . women ' delegates. in other towns
yand: sespecially’. in;:those. places. where female:labour plays' an
ipotitant role in industry.» Fhis: .extraordinarily - good - method
of winning_over the women workers will. serveius as. a further
means towanrds rangmg womkmg wovmen n ‘vhe class iront of
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TO OUR READERQ'

The mondhly subsompfhoq ra1es for fhe “Inprecor.r” are as
fOﬂOWS: [ IIE R U LR L PRI PR TPN . v

L 2 sh i .
; a Lo 50 cents
Germany .e:{u e il ,::0 marks K ‘
Ter Amstriai. il L s 2 (Austrian)’ Schdlmgs
Norway 1,50 crowns A
‘,,.'Sweden . : 150"c'rowns
wDenmark .1 ., . 150 crpwns o )
’ S USSR ~ lrouble T "

The aubscnpﬁ on rate for oiher ‘countries’ is ﬂu'ee do]lars
(0; equlvalent in. Igcal cmtrenéy) for ‘six, months:
4: These mbscr}ptlons mcludg; a,}l Speclal Numbers he31des

the Regulm Number o - ,
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