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‘l’he Horrible Wholesale Murder by the
- *“Civilised” Barbarians in China.

Orgamse the Defence against the lmperialist Robbery!

 ‘Appeal of the Executlve Committee of the Communist International.

To the Working Men and Women, to all Toilers, to the Working Youth and to the Oppressed Peoples
of the Whole World!

Moscow, 27th March 1927.

A great and inhuman crime has been committed. The “civi-
lised” barbarians, headed by the British and American imperia-
lists, have destroyed one of the chief towns of China, Nanking
by a bombardment from long range guns. The working class
quarters have been destroyed and the corpses are piled up high
in the streets. With their big guns they have murdered several
thousand peaceful citizens of Nanking. They have destroyed by
explosives and fire in a short time that which was created in
centuries. And all this they have done because the recent victories
of the Chinese revolution endanger the rule of the imperialists in
China. The Anglo-American naval commands are attempting to

justify this monstrous crime with insolent lies. The murderers of
the Chinese people wearing the uniform of the so-called “civili-
sed” powers spread the mean and provocative lie that the revo-
lutionary troops had attacked foreigners and demolished the
Ccnsulates etc. The murderers know very well that the national
armies have never attempted to attack foreigners, although the
military and civil authorities of the latter have sufficiently
proved themselves to be the bitterest enemies of the Chinese
people. The murderers know very well that it was the Shang-
tung troops, the allies of the foreign counter-revolutionaries
who lost their heads and fired. But the murderers need this
dastardly lie in order to cover their own crime and to justify
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other crimes which are only awaiting a favourable moment for
their committal.

The British have already bombarded one Chinese town,
Wanhsien, and now the united forces of the imperialists, led
by the British and the Americans, have bombarded Nanking,
although the Reuter report of the taking, of the town particu-
larly stressed the “bloodless character of the occupation by the
national troops”. A few hours hence perhaps these “civilised”
beasts may begin to bombard Shanghai from their “inter-
national” base stolen by them from the Chinese people. The
insolent ultimatum, the bombardment of Nanking, the further
concentration of naval forces in Shanghai, the military consoli-
dation of the settlement and the mobilisation of Russian white
guardist forces, all show that plans have been made for further
crimes. The English “Daily” Telegraph” is insolent enough to
write that “South of the Yangtse there is no power in existence
with which the powers can negotiate with the methods of civi-
lised diplomacy. But British diplomacy was very polite and
friendly to those in Shanghai who executed thousands of
workers before the taking 'of the town by the southern troops.
However, the British diplomats recognise no civilised methods
“south of the Yangtse”, that is to say, in those districts where
the people has begun to fling off the hated yoke of the feudal
land-owners, the robber generals, the usurers and the foreign
exploiters and slave-owners. Inside the international settlement
British diplomacy embraces the Tsarist white guards, driven
by the Russian people in bloody struggles from the soil of
Russia. Yet British diplomacy speaks the language of naval
guns when it has to deal with the people passionately struggling
to be free from slavery. British diplomacy is particularly furious
against the workers however, against the heroic proletariat of
Shanghai and Nanking who collected their little to support the
British miners in their struggle and who anxiously tollowed
the struggle of their comrades in Great Britain. The fire of
the Anglo-American big guns is chiefly directed against these
workers. - :

Yet this fire is directed against the whole national revolu-
tionary front. The British conservatives who negotiated with
Canton have suddenly flung off the mask of sanctimonious hypo-
crisy and good-will and shown themselves once -again before
all workers, and particularly before the Chinese people — be-
fore the workers, peasants, and small business people in town
and country and before the students — in their true guise as
bloody and violent robbers. '

The United States which flirted with the national move-
ment, which coquetted with the Chinese revolution has now
thrown off the mask and revealed its military leadership in the
mass murders, the demolition and the plundering of Chinese
towns. : :

The truth must be looked in the face. Great Britain and
America have commenced a great war against the Chinese
people. Only traitors to the interests of the toilers can speak
of the pacifism of capital. Only shameful political charlatans
can praise the League of Nations which covers the murder of
the Chinese people. The League of Nations is controlled by the
British conservatives, the murderers of Wanhsien and .Nankmg.

The hypocritical lie of the bourgeoisie and the social demo-
cracy that the imperialist troops have been sent to Shanghai
for the “protection of the women and children” has been shown
to be a lie in all its shameful makedness. The imperiakist
troops have been sent to China to guard the profits of the
imperialists, to strangle the revolution, to slaughter the workers
and peasants and to assist the Chinese hangmen together with
the Tsarist gang and the reactionary remnants of imperial
China, in order to crush the movement of the Chinese people
for freedom. ‘

The Executive Committee of the Communist International
appeals to the workers and toilers, to the landworkers and
peasants and to the opponents of imperialist violence in all
countries to raise their voices in flaming protest against the
hangmen’s war against China which has already been com-
menced by the imperialists.

There can be no single working class organisation which

would refuse to raise its voice or which would remain silent

in this bloody hour. Whoever would seek to wash his hands
of the affair and declare that the 2000 corpses in Nanking were
none of his business is a .cowardly traitor, a threefold traitor.

The Executive Committee of the Communist International
addresses itself to the colonial and oppressed peoples of the
world and appeals to them to protest energetically against the
imperialist acts of violence in China.

_ “Christian” diplomacy which pretends to follow the prin-
ciple of equality, does not regard the Chinese as human beings.
The peoples of Asia and Africa must recognise that. The
Negroes, the Malays, the Chinese, the hundreds of millions of
toilers who groan under the oppression of European and Ame-
rican capitalism must recognise that. The Communist Inter-
national calls you to the struggle against imperialist violence.
Raise the. banner of protest against the insanity of the imperia-
list hangmen. :

The Executive Committee of the Communist International
appeals to the working class organisations of the whole world
to commence an energetic struggle against the new war which
has begun, the consequences of which can be immeasurable.

Organise a wide action of protest against this criminal war
of the imperialist hangmen! Demand the immediate withdrawal
of all troops from China! Prevent by all means the sending of
new troops and munitions! Expose at every step the cowardice
and hypocrisy of those traitors who conceal the criminal nature
of the new war!

Comrades! Ten years ago the international bourgeoisie,
with Great Britain at its head, tried to overthrow the power
of the working class in the one-time Tsarist Russia. It sent its
troops into the country, bombarded towns, concluded blocs
with the reactionary generals, organised conspiracies and in-
surrections and spread lies concerning the atrocities of the bol-
sheviki — in short it used all the tried and approved methods
of “civilised” diplomacy. Nevertheless, the mighty movement of
the Russian people destroyed the plans of all the enemies of
the people — the landowners, the bankers, the generals, etc.

Ten years later the Chinese people arose. International
capital with Great Britain and America at the head is now
attacking the Chinese people. These “Christians” may slaughter
thousands, even tens of thousands, but they cannot throttle the
half a milliard Chinese people who have arisen under the
banner of freedom.

You must be with the Chinese revolution with all your
forces, with all the means in your power! ’

Down with the war against China rightly struggling to
be firee!

Down with the hangmen of the Chinese Revolution!
Down with the protectors of the hangmen!

Long live the organised defence against the imperialist
robbery! .

Long live the victory of the Chinese people!”
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- Do not Let Yourselves be used as
‘Murderers of the Chmese People!

Against the lmpeﬂallst Cnme in (hina.
Appeal of the E. C. of the Y. C. I. to the Working Youth of all Countries.

Moscow, 27th March 1927.

The Executive Committee of the Young Communist. Inter-
national has addressed the following appeal to the young
workers of all countries:

International imperialism has committeed a horrible crime
in China. Thousands- of innocent inhabitants of Nanking have
been killed or maimed and thousands of dwellings have been
destroyed in the name of “civilisation” and the “prestige”’ of
international capitalism. The governments of all the great powers
with Great Britain and America ait their head have concentrated
large fighting forces in Shanghai and Nanking and only sought
an opportunity for commencing open war against the victorious
revolutionary Chinese people.

American imperialism declared up to the last that ! 1t wasb»-.

a “friend” of the Chinese people, now however, it has shown

the whole, world and above all the Chinese people itself, its true -
countenance The best agitator' against the British and American :

imperialists in China is the attitude of the representatives of
these countries there. The international imperialists must blame
themselves when their atrocities in Nanking produce terrible

bitterness, hostility and hatred against their abominable pohcy ¢

of provocation.

The bloody 1mper1a115ts are coming more and more to the
conclusmn that after the victories of the national armies they

s

have nothing more to lose in China. They are threatening to
bombard furthér Chinese towns and destroy thousands of human
lives in the territories of Nanking and Shanghai.

»

He who sows ‘the: wind ‘will reap the whirlwind. The Anglo-
American imperialists have commenced an open war against the
Chinese people and the Chinese revolution. In this moment when
the blody arm of the imperialists is raised for further blows
against the Chinese people. when the naval guns are directed
against Nanking and Shanghai and only wait the command to
spread death and destruction all around, the powerful voice of
hundreds of thousand of young workers in all imperialist coun-
tries must sound:

qoldm-s andisailors “of Great: Britain amd America! Do not

'let yoursek/es besutsed as$ the murderers of ‘the Chinese people!

Do not fire on the Chinese who are fighting for their national
freedom!: Fraternise- with.: the  soldiers of the national-revolutio:
nary -armies! :Fraternise: with  the workers. of ‘Shanghai . and
Nanking! Offer the brotherly hand to the Chinese people! The
interests of the Chinese proletariat are your interests!

Hands off China!

" We ‘demand the withdrawal of all 1mpenahst forces from
China!
Long live the victory of the Chinese revolutlon!

In the Pillory!

(Leadi,n"g' A'rticle of ﬁlé v"‘Pravda” of March 28, 1927.)

Moscow, 28th March 1927.

A terrible and atrocious crime has been committed! A town
with a population of five hundred thousand souls has been
subjected to the combined fire of the Anglo-American imperia-
lists! Thousands of people have been killed and mutilated,
burned or made homeless! The banner of the revolution was
hardly hoisted in Nanking when the Anglo-American naval
flotilla commenced to bombard the town. The fiends have done
their work well. They knew with what they were shooting —

heavy artillery and inflammable shells.” They, knew where they.

were shooting — where. the population is thickest, where. the ..

most women and children are gathered there, where the workers.

live who earn their daily bread with the sweat of their brow
and live in miserable huts. Children murdered with six inch

guns, that is heroism, humamty and civilisation as understood:

by Admiral Herod Williams who' piled up. dead bodies in.the .
sfreets and razed half a town to ashes in twenty minutes. .

History will not forget the name of this “hero”. He will -be

well remembered by the Chinese and by the whole world’ "

proletariat.

A bloody and atrocious crime has been committed agamst.ﬂ
the peaceful population of Nanking, but it has won the; applause..
of the bourgeoisie. The imperialist press is pleased. The venal .

gutter .press. .is overjoyed. Nanking: may be in._flames, but the .
violated rights of “civilisation” have been restored, The gilded,
;and Amencan:

will receive .,

mob i§ pleased. The mistresses of the .British
naval officers are overjoyed, for their “iriends”

medals for killing little children with heavy artillery. The inter-

national reaction is delighted, for the Chinese revolution has,

been taught a lesson, Nanking has been destroyed,. but European
“prestige” has been restored.

The . Anglo- American murderers only “deiended themselves”-
of course, for they were attacked. An old and wretched story!

No ome believes it today. We do mot believe the imperialist

.. was nothin

wireless reports of the incendiaries and murderers. These reports
are false, tgey are drenched with tife warm blood of the Nanking
workers, with the blood of the murdered women and children,
with the blood of those who died cursing and hating the impe-
rialist murderers.

.The .blood .bath’ of Nanking has brought a terrible clarity
into#the situation. Even the blind must now see the real true
nature of the policy of imperialism in China. The oppressors
of a great people have now thrown ofi the mask, they have
shown themselves in their true guise. Now it is clear to everyone
that their:poliey:is a policy. of blood and-iron.They have started
with . the. Bible intheir hand. . The Chinese . people - ras been
poisoned with religious opium by the missionaries as -it has been
poisoned by the.British iraders with opium. The imperialists:
have worked ;with:doltars. and now they are at work with the:

" sword,  with: bullets:.and: incendiary shells. To let-loose flames of

destruc‘mn, to raze half a town.to the earth, to kill thousands of
Chinese in .return for,.the. alleged woundmg of - an-.agent of
imperialism, .is ,nothing .for these modern Huns. .

The bloodbath of Nanking has-“also created clarlty by

-showing up the real nature of United States imperialism. The

latter has played the role of a well-wisher tewards the Chinese
revolution too long. Now, when every one has seen the Anglo-
American., blog. in -action, - it is easy to understand: that America
-but 3 woll in sheep’s clothing.. The .disguise has -

. now been, discarded thoroughly! The land of George Washington

and the lamd, of -the “Declaration of Independence” has now shown:
itself do,China in.the fiendish form of Walhmns who has dro‘wned'
the independenge ;of the, Chinese people.in blood.

The wvoice. of . Nankmg does :not ‘merely appeal: to the rest of
China, but to the: whole: world!. Imperialist divilisation stinks like’.
the pest ‘The Anglo-American naval squadron has:laid Nanking -
in ruins, but it has also destroyed all belief-in the tinsel with
which imperialist c1v1]|sat10n prides itself before the masses.
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Where is capitalist “culture”? It .is embodied in the wrecked
buildings of Nanking. Where is capitalist “humanity”? It has
been drowned in the blood of Chinese women and children in
Nanking. Where is the much-praised “parliamentarism” of Eng-
land, the “democracy” of America? It can be seen in the bestiali-
ties of the Anglo-American officer clique, in the commands of
the blackguard Williams,. in- the death agonies of the children
killed by the fire of the Anglo-American armoured cruisers.

Where is the policy of “non-interference” in the internal
affairs of China? The slaughter of peaceful Chinese, citizens in
Nanking shows how seriously this policy was meant. 7,000 dead
and wounded Chinese, that i1s the horrible fruit of imperialist
“non-interference”.

You murderers of Chinese freedom, you will not succeed
in your work! You have slaughtered thousands, but millions,
hundreds of millions will face you with still greater determina-

tion! The Chinese revolution will be victorious even if you «

force it to advance over mountains of dead bodies!

~ You “bearers of.culture” the eyes of the world proletariat
will not fail to observe your shameful crimes! The world prole-
tariat will arise to protect those whom you have burned alive.
It will place your infamous crimes on record for the eyes of all
generations! It will never forget! .

The international social democracy will attempt to make
your bloody work white, it will attempt to wash .its own hands
of the deed, but every honest proletarian knows you for the
murnderérs, fiends, hangmen that you are! The international
proletariat - will: take measures both in China and elsewhere to
prevent further bombardments. '

Civilised beasts, the ten millions of organised workers in the
Soviet Union send you their heartfelt curses! The news of the
bombardment of Nanking has caused the blood of every worker
in the Soviet Union to boil with anger. The workers of the
Soviet Union will press the hand of the much-tried Chinese
workers still more firmly in an indestructible bond!

The imperialists have laid Nanking in ashes. The imperia-
lists abuse the Chinese people which is passionately struggling
to reach its goal — freedom.

The workers of the whole world will pillory the imperialists.
They send the workers of Nanking. the martyrs of the movement
. for the emancipation of the Chinese people, their warmest
greetings. The "battle cry of the world proletariat will sound
now more loudly than ever before — Hands off China! Long
live the great Chinese revolution!

Protest of the International Red Aid
against the Bombardment of Nanking.

"Moscow, 27th March 1927.

The International Red Aid has published the following
protest against the bombardment of Nanking: ’

“The second international conference of the Red, Aid at
present taking place in Moscow energetically protests in the
name of its six million members against the bombardment of
Nanking by the forces of British and American imperialism and
against the murder of over 2,000 peaceful Chinege citizens. This

action of the imperialists is an open provocationito a new '

world war.

The conference appeals to the workers and peasants of all
countries, to all intellectual workers, to all Red Aid organisa-
tions, to all advanced parties and trade union organisations, to
the toiling' masses of the colonial and semi-colonial countries

" to raise a tremendous protest against the action of the.imperia-

list governments and to force them to withdraw their troops
immediately from China and to call to account those responsible
for the new bloodbath. . ,

The Red Aid solemnly declares that it will support the
Chinese peasants and workers in their struggle for freedom,
with all the means at its disposal. !

Long live the struggle of the toilers of China for their
emancipation!”” ;

The,protest is signed by: Klara Zetkin (Germany), Chung-li
(China), Herpo (Korea), Moranini (Italy), Andersen (Denmark),
Elsbury (Great Britain), - Lepechinsky and Temkin (Soviet
Union), Marty (France), Dingly (Indonesia), Schloer (Germany),
Maurer (United States), Stichov (Czechoslovakia) and Tobler
(Switzerland).

‘The Blood Bath of Nanking.

Shanghai, 25th March 1927.

The ocoupation' of Nanking and Chekiang by the national
troops has been -definitely confirmed. The'Shangtung troops are
retiring. northwards. Foreigners - are leaving Nanking and
Shanghai.” At the taking of Nanking .a collision occurred bet-
ween national and foreign troops. British -and American war-
ships bombarded: the town for 20 minutes with 10”.guns. Great
damage has been ‘done in the town which is:in flames. The

British Consul - has been. wounded * and ‘another Englishman-

killed. On the previous day marines- were landed from the
British- and American .warships. ;

A : H
A N Shanghai, 25th March 1927.
According to- the latest reports the shooting ‘commenced in

Nanking as a result -of provocation.' This becomes more: clear
when. a ‘comparison is drawn between the circumstances under

which Shanghai and Nanking were taken. In Shanghai éven the
British ‘authorities: were compelled to-admit that the nationa!

trcops and the working class:organisations maintained exem-
plary discipline and order from the -beginning. According to
reliable reports, remnants of the northern troops:were .respon-

sible for the commencement of the shooting.: The: course of

events was the: following:. -

PR

The national troops occupied the Nanking harbour and.thus
prevented the Shangtung troops from crossing the Yangtse. The
foreigners, chiefly British and Americans, who were assembled
on a hill about a mile and a half from the harbour could also
not cross the river because the rest of the Shangtung troops
were between them and the harbour and because the harbour
ifself was in the hands of the southern troops. But onthe other
side of the hill there were also Shangtung troops who wished

.to reach the harbour.

There was a double ring around the hill, first ‘of all the
Shangtung troops and then the Southern troops who had sur-
rounded the Shangtung troops.. The completely . disorganised
*Shangtung. troops who had previously been looting the town
were ‘panic stricken and opened a wild fire in -all directions.
“Stray shots killed one Englishman on the hill and wounded the
English consul. As soon as the British and. American warships
heard this they opened fire with their heavy guns on the town
and landed marines in order to release the foreigners from their
‘encirclement. Just as at the bloodbath of Wanhsien the: thickly
populated Chinese quarters were' bombarded and .a great num-
ber of peaceful citizens killed. L

Nanking has been destroyed and is in flames. A few dozen
~ foreigners who were wounded have left the town and been taken
on board the warships. Further warships have been sent to
Nanking from Shanghai and Manila. )
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After the bombardment of Nanking the Anglo-American
naval command delivered an ultimatum to the Chinese authori-
ties. They demanded that protection be immediately organised
for the lives and property of foreigners and that the comman-
der of the national troops present himself on board of one the
British warships for negotiation up till 11 o’clock in the
evening, otherwise the bombardment of the town would be
repeated.

*®
Shanghai, 26th March 1927.

The Anglo-American ultimatum threatening a further bom-
bardment of Nanking, has been withdrawn. Differences exist

* x

. between the commanders of the Anglo-American and the Japa-

‘nese Flotillas with regard to the policy in connection with Nan-
king. Chiang Kai-shek is expected to arrive 'in Nanking to day.
According to incomplete reports 2000 Chinese inhabitants were
killed in the bombardment of Nanking. Two American warships
and -one English warships were responsible for the bombard-
ment. The town of Pukov which is opposite to Nanking on the
North bank of the Yangtse is also in flames.
* g % )

Moscow, 27th March 1927.

The Executive Committee of the International Red Aid has
received the following telegram from the Shanghai committee
of the Red Aid:

“An hour ago our representatives returned, who had been
sent to investigate the situation in Nanking. The bombardment
which has destroyed more than half the town, has now ceased.
In the last 10 to 15 minutes of the bombardment the guns of
the warships threw incendiary shells into the still un-
damaged part of the town. Nanking, Pukov and the surrounding
villages are in flames. Charred corpses are lying in heaps in
the streets and squares. The imperialist powers have added
another page of horror and suffering to the history of China’s
fight for its independence. '

When the imperialists opened fire on the thickly popu-

lated town they knew that both the inhabitants and the national

troops had taken absolutely no 'part in the plundering. The
looting was provoked by the Shangtung troops and Russian
white guardist troops. Now, whilst thé flames are still burning,
the remnants of the defeated Shangtung troops and white guar-
dists are forcing their way into the still undamaged houses,
seeking for those who sympathise with the national troops,
looting and violating the population. The sufferings and the
number of the victims is beyond all count. The neighbourhood
is full of rumours of coming excesses of the imperialists in
other parts of China. The hopes of the toilers of international
assistance from the proletariat are stronger than ever before.
The voice of ‘the international proletariat can put an end to
the excesses.

We appeal through you to the working class of the whole
world, to the toilers of all countries to use all the means in
their power to stop the arbitrary violence of the imperialists
against the Chinese people who are on the eve of achieving
their freedom. Help us! _

) * g 0k

Shanghai, 28th March 1927.

Details received here concerning the taking of Nanking by
the national troops lift the veil from ‘the strategy of the foreign
comimands. The account of Admiral Williams regarding the
“protection of foreigners” which is intended to justify his naval
action, is a provocative version of affairs.

Overs 500 tons of metal were rained into Nanking by the
big ‘guns. As a result Nanking and Pukov are in flames. Gun-
fire was opened from the ships, in order to force a wide breach
in the lines of the Canton troops through which not merely the
foreigners but also the remnants of the defeated Shantung troops.
could retreat from the town. This is made still clearer by the
fact that the American vessels. did not only bombard the right
bank of the Yangtse with a view to bringing the foreigners
aboard the warships, but also the left bank of the river and
Pukow which was being attacked by the Canton troops, in
order to make the way free for the retreat of the northern
troops on the left bank of the river. '

Storm of Indignation in China and in the
| Soviet Union.

Shanghai, 27th March 1927.

There is the greatest excitement and indignation in the
Chinese quarters on account of the bombardment and shooting
in Nanking. Numerous meetings have taken place in the open
air on the streets. Speakers have appealed to the populace to
avenge their comrades. According to temporary figures more
than 7000 people have been killed or wounded as a result of

the bombardment.
* * *

Leningrad, 27th March 1927.

Great meetings have taken place in the Leningrad factories
against the blood bath organised by the imperialists in Nanking.
Mass demonstrations took place after the meetings. Over 50,000
workers assembled before the Party' headquarters and were ad-
dressed by representatives of the labour unions, by Chinese re-
volutionaries and by factory workers. The resolutions which
were adopted protested against the atrocities of the imperialists
and sent the warmest greetings of the Russian workers to the
workers of Shanghai and Nanking and wished them speedy
success in their revolutionary struggle.

Reports concerning similar protest meetings are arriving

from other towns in the Soviet Union.

.

HANUS OFF CHINA i

The Victory of the Shanghai Workers.
By Tang Shin She.

The sending of more than 40.000 soldiers, numerous war-
ships and aircraft by the international imprialists and the
execution of hundreds of people in the open street during
the recent strike in February, failed to hold back the workers
of Shanghai from their heroic fight against the imperialists
and their tools, the feudalistic militarist Chinese rulers. One
strike followed the other. The impenrialist hangmen, Sun Chuan

Fang and Chang Tsung Chang, in spite of the most bloody
terror, were absolutely unable to master the situation and
finally found themselves compelled to flee in ali haste from
the town which they had intended to hold with the greatest
tenacity and for -which there was shortly to break out the
decisive fight between the counter-revolutionary and the revo-
lutionary forces. The plundering Northern troops encountered
workers guards and were forced by the latter to take to their
heels. The workers took over the administration of the town.
As a result the revolutionary Canton troops were able to enter
and occupy the town without a struggle.

Of course the imperialists used their utmost endeavours to
oppose this turn of affairs. After the occupation of Shanghai
the imperialist troops immediately resorted to provocation. They
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extended their “line of defence” might beyond ‘their settlement
areas into the Chinese quarters; attempts were made, as had
been often made on, previous occasions, to. bring about-a split
in the ‘Kuomintang' -and to incite the revolutionary soldiers
against the workers. These aims could be perceived in the

reports from all the imperialist correspondents, ,including the

German. . . B

+ A split in the Kuomintang -and hostile sentiment between
the working class in.Shanghai and the revolutionary soldiers
are absolutely out of the question at the present moment. The
revolutionary united front has only been: rendered the more
firm as a result of the last Executive Meeting of the Kuomintang

~which took place in Hankow from the -10th o 17th March. In

place of the diciatorial system, resort was had to a democratic

form, that is to say, in place of the chairman of the Party

there ‘was. set up a commission consisting of nine members.

“Two Communist Ministers were appointed for ithe workers

-

. of Shanghai
.remarked that the workers of Shanghai have since May 1925

_and peasants who hitherto had had no representative in the

government: these two Communisit’ Ministers aré, the well-
known organiser, Tam Pin San who has been appointed
Minister of Agriculture, and the Chairman of the Hongkong
Strike Committee, Sou Tchan Ging who now occupies the
position of Minister ‘for Labour.

- ‘Chang Kai Shi, who was hitherto Chairman of the Party,
himself made a declaration that he would submit to the deci-
sions of the Party. A Revolutionary like Chang Kai Shi will
not act in co-operation with the counter-revolutionary Chang
Tso Lin, as the imperiaists  had hoped, in order to fight against
the liberation movement which he has championed.hitherto. It
is true that there were at one time negotiations — in No-
vember last year — between Chang Tso Lin and the Canton
armies with regard to common action being fjaken, but this
was only out of ‘tactical considerations in order first of all

‘Yo annihjlate Wu Pei Fu and Sun Chuan Fang. Today this is
‘quite out of the question: the present task of the Canton

troops is to drive Chang Tso Lin behind Shanghaikwan.
As regards the alleged hostile feeling between the workers
and the revolutionary soldiers, it should be

been engaged in constant struggle and possess suificient trai-
ning and experience to know that only by means of a revolu-
tionary united front is it possible to obtain their emancipation
from limperialism. In every fight in which the population of
Shanghai have immediately taken part — be it against the

‘imperialists .or against their lackeys — it is the workers who

had the lead. Now, when the counter-revolutionaries have been
driven out, their forces will of course increase still more.

As regards the workers’ demands, these were clearly
expressed in the general strike in February. Of their 17 demands
twelve relate to increased wages wand better treatement of
workers and the regulation of working time. The remaining
five include: continuation of the anti<imperialist campaign,
abolition of the military dictatorship,
reactionary forces, setting up of a government which shall
really represent the interests of the people, and realisation of
freedom of the press, of combination, assembly and strikes.
These are all demands which the Kuomintang has promised the
workers to fulfil. .

According to the latest telegrams, the citizens of Shanghai
and the leaders of the working class have convened a meeting
of people’s delegates in order to form a democratic government
of Shanghai. The revolutionary soldiers have also received
sufficient political enlightenment and enjoy the sympathy of the
workers and peasants, so that they on their part -have no
intention to estrange themselves from the laiter. /

The only danger for the working class of Shanghai con-
sists in the provocation by the imperialists, such as the exten-
sion of their 'so-called lines of defence into the Chinese quarter
and a counter-revolutionary activity on the part of foreigners
and Chinese in their settlements. The population have already
formed a bloc against the landing of foreign troops; for they
cannot and will not tolerate this in any circumstances. Great
Britain, on the other hand, wishes to hasten on a war against
China and is working feverishly at the production of poison gas.

. In order to prevent the victory of Shanghai from becoming
a mere momentary affair and to guard wagainst an open war
of the imperialists against thé Chinese revolution, there is
required the watchfulness and the fight not only of the revo-
lutionaries in Shanghai, but before all of the international
working class. The international working class, under the

destruction of all the

stogan “Hands off China”, must immediately and earnestly
demand the immediate withdrawal of the foreign troops from
Shanghai and the handing back of the foreign concessions to
the revolutionary government. ‘

. Greetings from the Executive Bureau of the

RILU. to the Trades Council and All Wor-
kers of Shanghai.

Comrades, Brothers!

The revolutionary workers of all countries have followed
with the deepest emotion your heroic fight against the bought
generals and the white guardist scum who are in the service
of the foreign .imperialists.. All the powers of the inner and
outer counter-revolution have created a united front against the
workers and peasants of China. From all corners of the earth

‘birds of prey came flying, with their sharp claws tore the flesh

from the body of the great Chinese people. In order to secure
their privileges, England, America, France, Japan and Italy have
occupied the largest centres of China, and in the first place
Shanghai with their troops. This alliance of the inner and outer
counter-revolution appeared to be unvanquishable. You, however,
{he workers of Shanghai, did not lose your courage. Day after
day you prepared yourselves for the struggle. You kept your
enemy in the greatest suspense and, thanks to your tenacity and
your endurance, you have brought fear and uncertainty into
the ranks of the imperialists and their hirelings.

Undeterred by the severe conditions, by the white terror
and the mass murders, you have continued your struggle,
replaced the fallen by fresh fighters and on the very next day
after defeat you were prepared for fresh struggles. Only recently
precious proletarian blood was shed in the streets of Shanghai;
scarcely a week' passed, however, when you again entered into
the fight. This great heroism, this devotion to the cause of the
revolution and your iron perseverance have brought it about
that Shanghai, thanks to the combined forces of the Shanghai
proletariat and the revolutionary army, is now in the hands of
the revolution.

There are no words which can adequately express our joy
over this great historical event. Dear comrades, we assure you
that the workers of all countries united together in the Red
International of Labour Unions are absolutely with you heart
and soul and rejoice with you over your victory.

By the capture of Shanghai the great Chinese revolution
has made a gigantic spring forward. But everything has not

‘'vet been done. So long as the last counter-revolutionary has

not been driven from Chinese territory, so long -as there still
remains a single foreign - soldier in China and so long as
foreign ships remain in Chinese waters, there can and will
not be peace, bread and freedom.

Greetings to the advance gnard of {he Chinese Revolution!

Down with the inner and outer counter-revolution!

Out with the imperialists from China!

Long live the Chinese proletariat and its revolutionary trade
unions!

Moscow, 21st March 1927. ,

The Executive Bureau

of the Red International of Labour Unions.

THE WHITE TERROR

Save Zoltan Szanto and his Comrades
from the Gallows! :

By Paul Stein.

On 21st March exactly eight years had elapsed since the
Hungarian working class seized power from the hands of the
bankrupt capitalists and big landed-proprietors of Hungary,
shattered the bourgeois State and in its place set up its own
power: the dictatorship of the proletaniat, its own State, the
Soviet Republic. For four and a half months the Hungarian
workers stood  firmly as the outpost of the world revolution
towards the West, against the enemies at home, the combined
social democracy and bourgeoisie and against the outer enemy,
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the armed hordes of the Roumanian, Czechish and Yugoslavian
rulers. By means of their struggle they helped to secure a brea-
thing space for the Russian Revolution which was pressed on
all 'sides: that was a great and historical service on the part of
the Hungarian proletariat. ,

The power of the workers and poor peasants has fallen.

Nevertheless Communism :is not dead in Hungary. The
bourgeoisie soon came to realise that. The Communist Party
©of Hungary, in spite of the ‘most bloody terror, never ceased. its
work for 1 moment. New victims fell, new viotims were brought
to the gallows or ocast into prison. The Communists did not
.shrink back. \Pressing forwards step by step, placing stone
upon stone, they are building up their organisation. In place
of the fallen, in place of fhose who have been torn from the
ranks, new fighters come forward: Tibor Szamuely, Otto Kor-
vin, Eugen Laszlo, Mathias ‘Rikosi, Zoltan Szanto are links
in one and the same firmly-welded chain. :

The beautiful dream of the Hungarian bourgeoisie that it
could annihilate communism in Hungary with fire and sword,
has given place to a rude awakening. When Zoltan Szanto
and comrades were arrested a few ‘weeks ago, the President
‘of the Budapest Police, Hetenyi, admitted 'at an interview that
the Hungarian police by no means ‘cherish the illusion that
they can put an end to the “Bolshevik machinations” for any
length of time; they only hope to render the work of the
C. P. of Hungary impossible for at least “a few months” and
to make it “extremely difficult” for the future. The Hungarian
bourgeoisie, in their quaking fear, see the spectre of Com-
munism even where it is .not to be found. All workers who
turn with loathing from the Pact-concluding social democratic
leaders are communists. Stefan Vagi is a communist, The Left
“Socialist Labour Party” is a Communist Party.

The Hungarian bourgeoisie wish to secure the “few
months” breathing space by means of intensified terror. The
cruel torture of the arrested Communist and Left socialists,
the death sentences pronounced against them, are intended to
serve as a fterrifying example for the others. The heads of the
arrested are also #o be presented to Sir Austen. Chamberlain
as a sign of the devotion of the Hungarian bourgeoisie to
the “great field-mashall” of the international :counter-revolution.
Will not. Sir Austen Chamberlain recognise this devotion?
Will he not. respond to. this beautiful love-gift by allotting the
Hungarian bourgeoisie ‘an important and lucrafive section of
the imperialist front against the Soviet Union?

In the sphere of domestic politics, the blood of the arrested
Gommunist and Left socialists is o be used to plaster together
the fissures in the national united front, the rifts in' the go-
vernment party, which is consumed by fractional struggles.

And see, where the master is, the true servants the Social
democrats cannot be missing. In the days when the arrested
comrades were beaten half-dead, hung up with their hands
bound, burned with red-hot irons by the police brutes in the
torture chambers of the Budapest police, in the days when all
the workers of Hungary in whom there still survived a spark
of class solidarity went about with clenched fists and bitter
rage in these days the social democratic Central Committee and
the social democratic parliamentary fraction passed a reso-
lution in which the fight against Communism is characterised
as one of the most urgent tasks of the Hungarjan social demo-
cracy. Label ‘the “competing’ Socialist Labour Party, which
has broken the monopoly of the legality of the Social Demo-
cratic Party, as a- Communist Party and prohibit it! Terrify
the revolutionary Hungarian workers, so that they will not
venture to oppose the new Pact which is being prepared bet-
ween tHe social democracy and Bethlen! Despatch the “peace-
disturbing” communist and Left socialist leaders to the next
world! That is the objective meaning of this resolutions.

That is the ground upon which the new gallows are to
be erected. Hence the accusation of rioting brought forward
by the Budapest Public Prosecutor against Comrade Zoltan
Szanto, against the leader of the Socialist Labour Party Stefan
Vagi and the 51 Communists and Left socialists arrested along
with them. For .according to the Hungarian laws the crime
of rioting has to be dealt with by the Extraordinary Court,
which has to be oconstituted within ten days aiter the announ-
cement of the accusation and in ithree days at the most must
pronounce sentence, which can -only be death or acquittal.

The lives of the courageous revolutionaries are in the
greatest danger! They can only be snatched from the clutches
of the Hangman by the powerful protest action of the inter-
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national working . class. Time is pressing! The Extraordinary
Court can commence its “work” in a few days. The protest

‘movement must . everywhere be extended and deepened, in all

localities, in all factonies, in all . workers’ organisations, in order

- that the Hungarian government shall see and realise that Cori-

rade Zoltan Szanto and the rest of the arrested . Communists
and Left socialists are under the powerlul protection of the
working class of‘the whole world and will, therefore, not ven-
ture to lay a hand on them. :

The International Protest Movement
against the Persecution of Workers in
IR Hungary. -

, Paris, 20th March 1927. ~
 Today a protest meeting of the Hungarian workers living

‘in""Paris took place against the Hungaman class justice. The

speakers condemned the Hungarian government which puts
socialists and commimnists before an extraordinary court and
intends to sentence them to death for acts which are periectly

:legal and unpunishable in any other country. The resolution

adopted by the meeting demanded the abolition of all procee-

-dings before extraordinary : courts and the immediate release

of all the political prisoners. '
Reichenberg, 21st March 1927.

- The Executive Committee of the 6th district (Reichenberg)
of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia has issued the -iollo-
wing appeal entitled: “Down with the bloody persecutors of

the Hungarian working class movement!”:

“The Executive Committee of the 6th district (Reichen-
berg) of the C. P. of Czechoslovakia protests energetically
against the bloody persecution of the working class move-
ment in Hungary and against the arrests, torture and mur-
der of the best representatives of the revolutionary working
‘class movement in Hungary by the reactionary Horthy-
Bethlen clique. The district. leadership appeals to all wor-
king class organisations, factory councils and workers in-

- stitutions to protest against the inhuman terror in Hungary.
The Hungarian workers fighting for their convictions are to
be placed before an extraordinary court which aceording to
the law can only pass one sentence, the sentemce of death.

" Save the victims from the Hungarian hangmen as a short
‘while ago the protest of the whole revolutionary forces
in the world prevented the Horthy-Bethlen bandits from
murdering comrade Rakosi! .

The wave of terror is connected with the policy of
Great Britain in China and in the Baltic States. Great
Britain intends to encircle the Soviet Union. An increased
fascist terror is to crush the revolutionary working class
movement in all capitalist countries. I{ is therefore the
task and the duty of all revolutionaries to carry on an
energetic fight against the reaction, against. the intentions
of Great Britain and against its fascist assistants.

Down wih the Horthy-Bethlen government! .

Fight for the legality of the Communist Party in
Hungary!

Release all the victims of the fascist terror from the
bloody dungeons of Hungary!”

Reichenberg, 22nd March 1927.

The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia has held great
mass-meetings of protest in Katharinenberg, = Christophsgrund
and in Petersdori. All these meetings adopted resolutions of
protest against the declared intention of the Hungarian govern-
ment of placing the arrested Hungarian revolutioniaries before
an extraordinary court. ;

Prague, 22nd March 1927.

The leadership of the Red Trade Unions of Northern Bo-
hemia has sent a telegram of protest to the Humgarian Prime
Minister Bethlen condemning the maltreatment and the torture
of political prisoners and demanding the immediate release of
the arrested workers and the legalising of the Hungarian wor-
king class movement. e :

The North Bohemian co-operatives have sent a similiar tele-
gram to the Hungarian government.
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Berlin, 22nd March 1927.

A meeting of the workers of the Bergmann Works (3000
workers) which took place today decided to send the following
telegram of protest to the Hungarian Prime Minister Bethlen:

. “We have heard with the greatest indignation of the
inquisitorial - methods applied by the Budapest police to
the arrested workers. We protest against the fact that Zol-
tan Szanto and his comrades are to be placed before an
extraordinary court. We demand that all processes before
extraordiary courts cease and that the pioneers of the
IH'ung‘a,x;ian working class movement  be immediately re-

) Teuchern, 22nd March 1927.

A meeting of miners which took place on the 19th March
sent a telegram to the Hungarian government demanding the
immediate release of the arrested socialist and communist wor-
kers and the abolition of the process before the extraordinary
ocourt. The protest meeting also decided to send the following
letter to the Hungarian Miners Union:

“Dear comrades, This meeting of the soft-coal miners of
Teuchern in -Central Germany sends you its fraternal gree-
fings. We have heard of the terrible situation of the Hun-
garian workers and in partioular of the Hungarian miners
and also of the declared intention to place 52 of our class
comrades before an extraordinary court. The German wor-
king class is following events in Hungary with the grea-
test attention. We have addressed a telegram of protest to
the Hungarian Prime Minister Bethlen. The German wor-
king class sympathises with you, with the whole of the
Hungarian working dass and with the imprisoned class
comrades. Continue your struggle against the Horthy-Bethlen
clique as we in Germany are continuing the struggle against
the bourgeois bloc. Fight with us against the persecution
of Hungarian class fighters, join in the movement of pro-
test. Demand the release of the 52" comrades who are to
be placed before an extraordinary court. We request you to
pass on this letter to the Hungarian miners and to publish
it in your official trade union organ.”

Merseburg, 22nd March 1927.

A mass-meeting of the workens of Merseburg has sent the
following protest telegram to the Hungarian government:

“The workers of Merseburg assembled on the 20th
March to celebrate the memory of the fallen heroes of the
March days and the anniversary of the proclamation of the
Hungarian Soviet Republic protest energetically against
the declared intention of placing 52 class comrades before
an extraordinary court and demand the immediate release
of all imprisoned communists and socialists.”

Prague, 22nd March 1927.

A resolution of protest against the new wave of white
terror in Hungary was unanimously adopted at a great meeting
of workers in Brunn. The resolution was handed over to the
Hungarian Embassy in Prague with a request to forward it to
the Hungarian government.

Berlin, 23rd March 1927.

The protest movement of the German working class against
the Hungarian white terror is growing in extent and winning
ever growing - masses of the people. Yesterday big protest
meeting took place in Merseburg and Delitsch and addressed
telegrams of protest to the Hungarian government demanding
the abolition of the proceedings before the extraordimary court
against Zoltan Szanto and his commades and their immediate
release. -

In Berlin the workers of the factory Zwietusch and several
hundred workers at the State printing shops have joined the
movement of protest.

London, 23rd March 1927.

The chairman of the Labour and Socialist International and
general secretary of the British Labour Party, Arthur Hender-
son has sent a {lelegram of protest to the Hungarian Prime
Minister Count Bethlen containing the following sentence:

“I feel it fo be my duty to point out to you that
the working class of the whole world is filled with indig-
nation at the fact that your continue in times of peace
to apply the extraordinary laws destined for application in
time of war against political opponents upon the basis of
political accusations.”

Paris, 23rd March 1927.

A great meeting took place here today as a protest against
the Hungarian white terror. The meeting was arranged by the
“Defence Committee for the Victims of the White Terror in
the Balkans.” After listening to speeches by .Ziromsky, Ray-
mond, Paul-Louis, Herclet, Fernand Meunier and a Hungarian
delegate, the meeting unanimously adopted a sharply-wonded
resolution of protest against the declared intention cf the Hun-
garian Bethlen government to place the arrested socialist and
communist workers before an extraordinary court. The reso-
Iution further demanded the immediate release of the prisoners.

Berlin, 24th March 1927.

A full meeting of the workers of the Mariendorf -Gasworks
which took place yesterday evening decided to send the follo-
wing telegram of protest to the Hungarian Prime Minister
Count Bethlen:

“We strongly protest against the arbitrary arrests of
socialist and communist workers in Hungary and against
the declared intention of the Hungarian government to place
the arrested workers before an extraordinary court. We
demand the immediate release of the prisoners or at least
that they be placed before an ordinary court, for in no
other capitalist country can the free expression of opinion
verbally or in the press be punished with the sentence
of death.”

Similar telegrams have been sent to the Hungarian goveran-
ment by the authors: Alired Doeblin, Brentano, Wedderkop, Er-
win Piscator, Dr. Minna Flake, Arthur Holitscher, Wilhelm
Herzog, Berta Lask, Leonhard Frank, Alired, Wolfenstein, Bert
Brecht, Kurt Klaeber, Johannes R. Becher, and Paul Baudisch.
Other protest telegrams have been sent by the workers of the
following film ateliers: “National”, “Efa Atelier”, “Filmwerke
Staken”, “Jofa Atelier”, “Afifa Kopieranstalt” and from the
“Kampigemeinschait fiir Geistesfreiheit”. :

Berlin, 25th (March 1927.

The Factory council of the “Vereinigten Isolatoren Works”
Berlin-Pankow has.sent the following telegram of protest to the
Hungarian government:

“We protest in the name of the workers of this fac-
fory against the inhuman treatment accorded to imprisoned
workers held unjustly in confinement. We demand their
immediate release.”

Berlin, 25th March 1927.

A similar telegram has been sent to the Hungarian Prime
Minister Bethlen by a mass-meeting of workers in Tegel inchu-
ding the workers of the Borsig works and of the local-
gasworks. .

* * * )

The “Leipziger Volkszeitung” of the 19th March contains
the following article written by the social democratic Member
of the Reichstag Kurt Rosenfeld:

“Alarming news. comes once again from Hungary. Mass
arrests of left wing radical workers -recently show that the
government of terror in Hungary intends to aftack the working
class movement once again with its usual brutality. Whoever
has been able to spend even only a few days in Horthy
Hungary knows that every arrest-is bound up with danger ol
death for the arrested, such a 'person trembles for the life of
each and every comrade who falls info the hands of the police.

According to an official police report, a great “conspiracy”
has been brought to light and Zoltan Szanto who during the
Hungarian proletarian dictatorship occupied the high post (?)
of a housing commissar, has been arrested as the leader of this
conspiracy. As early as the 1st March the Vienna ,Arbeiter-
zeitung” was able to report upon the information of its own
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correspondent that the whole affair was nothing more nor
less than a great swindle on the part of the Hungarian police.
the arrest of Zolian Szanto was preceded by a manhunt
lasting three days.against all the workers of the Vagi Party,
a party which may be compared with the one-time Independant
Social Democratic Party in Germany (or perhaps the Inde-
pendent Labour Party in Great Britain. Ed}) and agaihst ail
workers suspected by the police of being -communists. The result
was 70, and according to later reports, even 80 arrests! No
less than 12 women are amongst the arrested. Comrade Vagi
is also amongst the arrested. The crime of Szanto seems to
be that he spoke with young workers and tried to persuade
them to take part in a demonstration on the 21st March, the
anniversary of the proclamation of the Hungarian soviet
republic in 1919. L

The attack of the police is obviously directed against
socialists and communists. The Socialist Labour Party of Vagi
is particularly objectionable to the Hungarian government.
The chief blow is directed against this. party. This party is

to be drawn into thé “conspiracy” in order to make the

destruction of the party more easy. ‘

, -The communists had been watched for a long time, After
the. arrest and condemnation of Rakosi, the powers that be
expected a new leader for.the communist movement and when
the .police discovered that Szamto was in Hungary he was
watched and arrested at the moment when the police .thought
that ,they had discovered the circle of workers who were in
tquch with him. According to .the Vienna ¢“Arbeiterzeitung”
the police publications concerning the alleged = statements -of
Szanto who jis alleged .to have said that he came -with 6,000
Dollars at his disposal and expected unlimited further. means
from Muaicow, bear the mark of faisehood upon them, The
“Arbeiterzeitung” points out that the Hungarian police even
declare that a.few months ago Borodin, the military represen-
tative of the 'soviét government attached to the Canton army,

wias in Budapest with a: view to sounding thé situation.

" There is no legal ground for the arrests whatever. That
however, is nothing -uncommon for Horthy ~Hungary.” The
treatment accorded to the unfortunate victiins of the Hungarian
police is barbarous. The miost terrible brutalities are reported
from’ the prisons, Fearful tortures and frightful maltreatment
aré nmormal things. Two young girls, Tlonka Vanos and Marie
Matta, both members of the Vagi party were “conironted”. This
was done by the examining officers smashing ‘their heads of
the .two young, girls. together until they  were covered with
blood and colla]¥§ed! It is therefore not surprising that nume-
rous prisoners Have .gdne dn hunger strike as 'a protest against
the  inhwman-4reatment - accorded -to- them -and- the - insufficient
food supplied by, the authqritigs. o

Shootinigs “whilst -attempting to escape” are ‘also practiced
in Hungary. A young landworker - named Mozso who was
being transported on the train to Budapest is alleged to have
jumped from the moving ocarriage and not been seen again.
In actuality however, the excorting gendarmes shot him dead
in tfhe train and flung his body from the window!

- ‘Recently the Hungarian police has even turned their atten-
tions to. the Hungarian Social Democratic Party. Apparently,
this party also' is-to be drawn into the process -against the
communistst and the supporters of Vagi. The wife of the former
member of ‘the; Hungarian - Parliament .for the :Oedenburg con-
stituency Dr. Hobelt, known politically under he smaiden name
Vilina Hoffmann, has also been arrested. One day she received
from Vienna through the post several copies of;, a. communist
newspaper appearing .there and .at the same time (!) the police
found a lefter on an.arrested man from a refugee who had
iled to Vienna telling him to go to Vilma Hofimann and fetch
leaflets. Obviously a- frame-up! This was very. soon’ proved by
the appearance of:the alleged writer. of the letter in the edi
torial .offices .of the “Arbeiterzeitung® in Vienna declmringitha-t
he know nothing of the letter and could therefore never have
written -it and declaring further that he hand never sent amy
similar letter ‘or any leallets to Vilma Hofimann. The Hungarian
agents-provocateurs are therfore in full blossom! . Hungarian
police agents are also.at work in Vienna seeking tfo involve
social democratic workers - in the present police campaign
against the working class movement. .. -

The flatest” news. from’ Budapest is :rtl'vai‘22;6& the arrested
have been released. but that flie remaining’ 55 have 'been handed
over to the public prosecutor and “will be placed" before an

extraordinary court charged with a “conspiracy against the
Hungarian- state”. This is the worst thing that can -possibly
happen to the prisoners agcording to Hungarian law. For an
extraordinary court can only, unless it declares itself to be not
confpetenitto” try the “case”placed DBefsre it, séntence” the prisd:
ners tsp death or acquit them! , ’

At iits Tast sessiofi “the ‘Execitive Comntittee’ of the Labour
and Socialist International appealed for a struggle against the
reaction in Hungary. However, up to the moment almost the
whole of the party press has permitted this appeal to remain
on paper-or has reported only very sparsely upon.the.events
in Hungary. According to the appeal of the E. C. the struggle
must be taken up against Hungarian blood justice and for the.
freedom of the unjustly arrested workers with all energy. This
must be ‘done. above all by the exposure of the spy and lie
system at present existing in Horthy Hungary. - . o

Our comrades are in the greaiest possible danger! Their

lives are at stake!

N

P . Berlin, 26th March 1927
To day’s morning’ isstie of the “Vossischie Zeitung” publishes,
the ‘following article: ‘ ' comEe

Legal Murder .in Hungary. 53 Communists before an Extraordi-
‘ nary. Court, .

The following has bent sent to us from .competent.juridical per-
. ...sonalities: oY TR

¢

During the.course of this week, the communist Zoltan Szanto
and 52 fellow accused are'to be. placed befgre an extraordinary
court charged with insurrection. They are accused of having
organiseéd a communist party, formed party schools, prepared ‘a
demonstration to take place on the anniversary of the procla-
mation ‘of the Hungarian soviet republic and opened a printing
works for the printing of leaflets. The proceedings before the
extraordinary court :can only result in the ~sentence of death,
acquittal 'or a declaration that -the court is not competent to try
the case brought before it: The whole proceedings may not last
more than ‘three days:and resulting sentences must be executed
within 48 hours. It is therefore high time that European public
opinion became aware of the danger of a 53feold judicial murder.

We have before us the report of a promineit Hungarian
lawyer upon thé case, who declares that' the .actions for Which
the prisoners'are on trial cannot-be ‘termed insurréction for the
one fact alone that theré" is a special law covering' the activities
of the communists. He declares further however, that even if this
law did not’exist, the actions in question could mnot be termed
insurrection, and even if an insurrection’ had 'taken place the 'ex-
traordinary court was not competent. He concludes by pointing
out that for years the legal authorities never dreamed ‘of placing
men charged with communist activities before an extraordinary
court, until it suddeénly occurred to them in connection with this

case.
h “ i

We hope that the Hungarian court will not close its ears
to. these legal considerations and thus spare its country the accu-
sation of carrying on the struggle against its political opponents
with the. hangman’s rope. . . ’
: Berlin, 26th March 1927,,

" The management, the factory council and, the * workers of
Peuvag Ltd., Friedrichstadt Printin%\vprkst‘ Berlin have sent
a joint telegram.of protest to the Hungarian Prime Minister
Count Bethlen against the placing of the arrested socialist .and
comymunist workers, before an extiaordinary .court for “actions
which are not puiishable in any cultural countty. The telegram
demands the immediate release of Szanto, Vagi and their fellow

accused. . . S

s (,“ e W . Berlin, 26th Marchﬂ)27 .
The factory council of the .Schultheis and ‘Patzenhofer:Bre-
wery, Berlin Kreuzberg has sent ‘a.similar telegram of : protest

against the intended judicial murders. -
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The Squirmings of an Imperialist Lackey.
By Harrison George (Chicago).

In the American Federationist for February, Mr. William
Green, President of the American Federation of Labour, and
likewise President of the Pan-American Federation of Labour,
attempts vainly to cover up his tacit support of Wall Street
imperialism in Latin America.
~ Mr. Green, as head of the A. F. of L., says not one word
from beginning to end of his editorial, against the rapidly
growing and complete domination of Latin America by the
“interests” of the U. S. and its logical corollary of political
subjection to the American government. The acquisition by
American capitalists of properties and financial control, which
as any school boy knows, inevitably climax in a denial of
political independence of Latin American peoples, as plainly
shown in the cases of Cuba, Haiti, Porto Rico, Santon Domingo,

Venezuela, and now of Panama and Nicaragua, are perfectly”

all right with Mr. Green.

However, in trying to say something that sounds like
opposition he makes the following sole objection (?):

“It is high time to reach some definite understanding
of distinction between intervention and protection ol the
rights and property of American citizens.”

But where is the distinction? Did not Admiral Latimer,
even as Green wrote these palpably absurd sentiments trying
to draw a distinction where none exists, intervene in Nicaragua?
And was it not done upon the expressed excuse of President
Coolidge of “protecting the rights and properties of American
citizens?”

‘Green cannot hide out behind such empty words and cover
up his. complicity in armed intervention by Wall Street. im-
perialism. If he is for “protection of property” he is for “inter-
vention”. President Coolidge, in his message to Congress
~ January 10, said:

“If the revolution (in Nicaragua) continues, American
investments and business interests will be very seriously
affected. The proprietary rights of the United States in the
Nicaraguan canal route, together with the obligations Ilo-
wing from the investments of all classes of our citizens in
Nicaragua, place us in a position of peculiar responsibility.”

.. Mr. Green asserts his, belief in and support of these ‘‘pro-
prietary rights” and “investments of our citizens” — meaning
Wall Street, and. cannot escape complicity. in.the crime committed
against the national independence of Nicaragua by every armed
marine who invades the soil of that republic..

“There, js need”, continues Green’s editorial, “for a clari-
fication of policies in the Pan-American sphere.”

Indeed there is! And as policy, like charity, should begin at
home, it is time that Green, as head of the A. F. of L., should
clarify the policies of Green, as head of the Pan-American
Federation of Labour. -

In a call sent out bearing Green’s signature as President
of the Pan-American Federation of Labour, announcing the Fifth
annual convention of that body, to be held in Washington, D. C,,
on July 18,:1927,.it is stated that — “We do not think it necessary
fo specify what matters should come up for discussion during
the, sessions).,. Truly, a. remarkable international congress of
labour. —without an agenda! ; . ‘

e Igi;ue, in ‘an effort to pad out the call with beautiful words
designed to placate the; Latins, mention is. made of “The higher
representatives  of big‘;business_ of all Latine countries united
with those of the United Sfates” apd the fact is stated that
“The probleris of the working people of ome countty 'are
identical with those of all countries with which their country
has intercourse”.

But it is to be noted that no passage contains a hint of
the fact that, the supposed “big business of all Latin countries”
is ‘infinitesmal compared with those of the United States, that
of the workers: of Latin: Amierica, and,— .as. “the problems of the
therefore. the: imperialism of. the.. United States .is the. chiei .foe
working prople of one country are. identical. with those..of, all
countries with which their country has intercourse” — it follows
that the imperative duty of the American Federation of Labour,

and of the Fifth convention of the Pan-American Federation of
Labour, is to organise a genuine, and not a fake struggle of
labour in both regions against American imperialism.

But even this essentially weak statement on the identity of
interests of workers of ail countries, is put out for Latin-
Arnerican consumption, while in the United States, Green upholds.
the “rights and property of American citizens” to exploit Latin
American workers at will.

Indeed, if Latin workers should wish to end such exploi-

‘tation, Green will oppese them. In a recent article he wrote for

the New York World, Green said:

“If the American Federation of Labour knew that the
Mexican workers were Communists, or committed to Com-
munist philosophies we would have nothing to do with
them.” ;

So the “identity” of interests would no longer exist!

In fact, though Green declares that because the A. F. of L.
does not believe Mexican workers are Communists, and therefore
“is desirous of being helpful” to them, yet the interests of Mexi-
can workers in national independence from overlordship of
American imperialism are nearly if not quite as antagonistic to:
the interests of Wall Street as if they were ““Communists”, and
this fact explains the evasive and double-faced attitude of the A..
F. of L. toward U. S. imperialism ‘and its crimes.

_Green’s sole remedy for the conflict is “arbitration”. Arbi-
tration of what? He already fully supports the right of economic
and financial domination of Wall Street in Latin America. All
there is left to “arbitrate” is the question of whether or not
Latin American peoples are to choose their own governments,
or have them named by the Secretary of the Navy at Washington
and maintained by U. S. marines.

It remains for revolutionary workers and those who. sin-
cerely desire a struggle against the octopus of Wall Street which
threatens to enfold all Latin America in its tentacles, to take up
the fight, primarily in the United States, but also throughout
the countries of Latin America, fo smoke out this imperialist
lackey and make him stand up before all the world at the Fifth
convention of the Pan-American Federation of  Labour . at
Washington on July 18, as an open ally of American imperialism,
or to cease parading as a “conscientious objector” to the Wall

‘Street rape of Latin America.

ECONOMICS

The Penetration of British Capital into
Bulgaria.
By P. ]J. (Sofia).

The economic conquest of Bulgaria by Great Britain is
proceeding hand in hand with the penetration of Bulgaria with
Italy’s Fascist imperialism. The penetration of the two: great
Powers iis an.important factor of their present, united efforts to
supplant French influence in the Balkans. Even to-day the simul-

. taneous penetration of English and Italian capital mto the

Balkans 1s pregnant with future competition and struggles bet-
ween the two capitalisms.

The economic penetration of Great Britain into Bulgaria is
being used by the:Bulganian botrgeoisie: as an excuse for
{)o'§tf‘porui'rilg' the establishment of economic or commercial re-
ations with the Soviet Union. Great Britain is making every
effort to get ahead of the Sowiet Union  and to conquer the
markets and the industry of Bulgaria. Great Britain evidently
regards the consolidation of the industrial positions it has
conquered in the geographical and territorial centre of the Bal-
kans as the only certain guarantee for the safety of the most
soirthern portion of the great chain reaching from the Baltic-
to ithe Aegean Sea; which is to serve its political and military
plans of ‘attack on the Soviet Union. )

. The new economic penetration of British ital jnto Bul-
garia s the conseqiience of a vast plan which affects the main
branches of industry and the fundamental financial State.insti-
tutions of Bulgaria,  To-day .we have a. picture ofthe. actual
significance -of the poligy, which Great: Brifain pursied in sup-
porting. Zankoff’s coup;d’stat. on June 9th 1923. Zankoff. was a
tool both of Great Britain and of Haly. Great Britain could no
ionger tolerate Stambulinski, the former Prime Minister who,.
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" -on the one hand, in his foreign policy, followed in France’s
wake, and, on the other hand, was not disinclined, under the
pressure of the masses, to adopt the idea of an approach to the
‘Soviet Union. '

Zankoff. however did not enjoy the sympathy of Great
Britain for long. The Zankoff regime was a succession of con-
tinuous conilicts between the revolution and the counter-revo-
lution, a period of uninterrupted civil war. In an atmosphere of
this kind of ocourse, it was impossible for British capital to
carry through its imperialist plan undisturbed. The substitution
-of Liaptcheft for Zankoff was for this reason, no contradiction
of Great Britain’s policy, but coincided with her wishes for the
creation of the conditions necessary if the penetration of British
capital into Bulgaria was to become a reality. British capi-
talism, without abandoning Zankof’s method “of suppressing
the Communist movement, which is such a danger to it, has
succeeded in turning Liaptcheff iinto a pioneer of its industrial
penetration into Bulgaria. :

By cunning parliamentary machinations, the Liaptcheff Go-
vernment succeeded in carrying through the following three
undertakings of great econiomic purport, in most of which Great
Britain takes a direct share.

The Bulgarian State has conceded to the British capitalist
company “Bulgarian Development Company Ltd.”, in the form
of a’'concession for 20 years, the right to produce and export
various products manufactured from the flesh of pigs; further,
the same company was granted the right to export various
agrioultural products. The breeding of pigs, one of the most
important branches of Bulgarian farming has developed in the
following measure: in 1900 there were 367,500 pigs in Bulgaria,
in 1910 527,300 and in 1920 1.026,700.

The conditions of the agreement are such that the Liapt-
cheff Government has conceded to. the company the monopoly
of the export of the products of other branches of agriculture
and cattlebreeding also. Products which come into consideration
are poultry, eggs etc. Statistics regarding the export of eggs
show that in 1921 2,686,300 kilos of eggs were exported and
in 1925 8,729,600 kilos. Eggs are one of the most important
articles of export from Bulgaria,

The British Company has been given the right to build
large slaughter-houses. The company may, as it finds it ne-
cessary, build factories for working up the by-products. The
capital, which the company concerned is bound to invest, is
1,250,000 pounds Sterling (840,000,000 leva). The share of the
Bulgarian State is 140,000 pounds Sterling (95,000,000 leva).
- The company has received a number of favours and
privileges: ithe State undertakes to provide the land and all
buildings materials the company requires for its buildings, free
of cost. The company is exempt from all import and export
duties and from all National, district and communal taxes.
On the national railways, it has a 50% reduction of ftariffs.
The Bulgarian State pledges tself to construct and maintain
railway lines leading to the slaughter-houses, freezing-plants, store-
houses etc. of the company; it is further pledged to provide all
the covered and open trucks necessary for the undertaking and
to maintain the required depth of water in the harbours.

According to an article of the agreement, the Bulgarian
Government has, of its own free will, undertaken to protect
the company from all economic fights of the Bulgarian prole-
tariat. Article 17 runs: “The Bulgarian Government pledges
itselfi to compensate the company for any material damage
which may arise through possible political strikes or civil
disturbances.”

The State concedes to capitalist companies the sole might
to exploit the great stretches of forest in the Rodopi mountains
(the forests in the districts of Déwlen, Malko-Tirnovo and
Vassilikov). The concession is granted to British capitalists. They
have received the right to exploit the vast areas of forest bet-
ween the middle of the southern frontiers and the Black Sea.
The concessions run for ten to forty years according to the
extent of the forests.

The State gives the company, free of cost, the building
land needed for the various industrial buildings and dwelling
houses. The company is exempt from all taxation and levies and
enjoys the privileges provided by law for the promotion of
home industry etc.

The capitalist concession of forests has aroused the grea-
test unrest and indignation of the local population. By this con-
cession, the Liaptcheff Government has aimed a destructive
blow at the many existing Peasant Co-operatives for the ex-

ploitation of the forests and has exposed the rural population
of large districts to proletarisation.

Liaptchefl carried the contracts for the two concessions
through Parliament without admitting any changes or amend-
ments. The forms of penetration and of consolidation of im-
perialism in Bulgaria found expression in the complete annihi-
lation of the “sovereignity” of the State and Parliament.

All this ‘can best be seen in the “reorganisation” of the
Bulgarian National Bank, the oldest and largest national in-
stitution. The reorganisation of this bank was forced upon the
country by the League of Nations and carried through by the
Liaptchefft Government. With regard to the new law onm the
Bulgarian National Bank, the Government allowed ueither de-
bate mor amendments in Parliament.

The new reorganisation of the Bulgarian National Bank was
enforced by the great imperialist States (chiefly Great Britain)
as an imperative condition for putting through the so-called
“refugee loan”. The characteristic features of this reorganisation
are that the “National Bank” becomes autonomous in respect of
the State and merely undertakes the functions of a simple cashier
of the State; it ceases to grant any credits to the municipalities
and State institutions, it must gradually withdraw the capital
it has invested in the two other national banks; it may not
give credit to the State of more than at the most 300 million
leva, this loan being covered by Treasury-bills valid for six
months. At the same time, the capital of the bank is to be
raised from 500 million to a milliard of leva. The national
debt to the banks which at present amounts to four milliards
of leva, is to be paid back in annual instalments provided for in
the Budget (in 1926/27 a sun of 150 million leva is -provided
in the Budget for this purpose).

The bank is also ceasing to grant long-period credits to
private trade and industry. In order to satisty the damands
of the Bulgarian capitalists for credits, the Government is
planning the establishment of a special mortgage-bank etc.

It is easy to understand that the idea of this reorganisation
is to turn the Bulgarian National Bank into a completely inde-
pendent financial institution, independent of the Budget of the

‘bankrupt Bulgarian State, in order to ensure that the réparation

pledges and other financial responsibilities of the State towards
the imperialists Great Powers shall be met regularly.

On December 15th 1926. Molloff, the Minister of Finance,
returned to Seofia from London. He brought home in his trunk
agreements and a convention concluded wich various British
and American banks in connection with the anticipated refugee
loan. According to the convention, Bulgania undertakes to pay
back iat once from the refugee loan which has been granted the
loan of 30 millions received from the “Banque de Paris et des
Pays Bas” before the war. Minister Molloff stated to represen-
tatives of the Press that the agreements and the convention must
be dealt with and passed by Parliament by December 18th at
the latest, as otherwise it is questionable whether the "amtici-
pated loans will be granted. All happened as the Minister
demanded.

The refugee loan was quoted on the London Exchange on
December 22nd 1926. The following banks took part in the
loan: the three American banks of Speer, Bleer and Heinrich
Schroder; the British Schréder and Banque Ottomane; Banca
d’Italia: the Swiss Credit de Suisse; the Dutch Bank Hoppe
& Co. No French groups of banks took up this loan. The loan
is for about 3,350,000 pounds Sterling at 7'/»%, payable in
40 years.

Great Britain played first fiddle in the loan, accompanied
by the United States.

British imperialism not only brings a certain partial sta-
bilisation to Bulgaria, but also the elements of unprecedented
nolitical and parliamentary corruption within the Bulgarian
bourgeoisie. This.is having a disintegrating effect on the Bul-
garian bourgeoisie, its leaders and adherents. On the other haud,
the most recent economic and financial monopolist undertakings
will tremendously aggravate the position of the working
masses, by adding exploitation by foreign capital to the already

‘existing exploitation of the proletariat by Bulgarian capitalists.

All this will contribute to an intensification of class contra-
dictions and to increasing the indignation of the working
masses against the emergency regime whose representatives are
the rival groups of Liaptcheff and Zankoft.

The international proletariat must give efbicient help to the
exploited people of Bulgaria in their fight against the White
Terror and against increased exploitation.
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. THE LABOUR MOVEMENT
After the Textile Workers’ Strike in Poland.
Shameiul Treachery of the P. P. S. Leaders

By K: Leski. * ©

" As recentiy - as March 17th, at th.e connierence whlch took
-phace in Lodz’ between the emplovers and . the representatives
ot the trade umlons, the reformist trade union leaders, according
to the “Robotnik” (“The Worker”),: the organ of ‘the Polish
Socialist, Party (P P.. S.),” spoke agamst the State court of
rarpitration.
_ . But on March 10th . the gentlemen of- lhe P. P. S agreed
.10 this Government mediation. That was enly to be expected.,
.~ The P. P. S. leaders did not want the textile workers’
-strike; indeed, they always want to avoid any real ﬁght against
. the exploiters. .
. When, on March 7th ‘the textile workers opesned the fight,
despite the resistence of the reformist trade-union big-wigs, the
Jatter exerted all their power for the purpose -of wzeakemng the
fight, preventing it irom spreading and strangling.it.
., . ‘The chief concern of the treacherous leaders was to force
iihetextile workers’ strike within the limits of a purly economic
struggle. Their demands were, confined to. two points: a. ridi-
.culous 25% wage increase and-a full day’s pay for the English
| Saturday- (six-hour day).
“ One might almost believe ‘that. the P. D. S. leaders are not
aware that the factory owners of Lodz have trampled under-
foot , the Somal leglslauon which ‘the P. P. S. leaders boast of
“abroad as “progressive”.” One. could almost believe that the
P. P. S. flea;ders have not heard that in Lodz the women work
18 hours a day, that they are even compelled to work on'eight
gx,nd twelve looms, that a, female worker- is simply thrown out
. 1f 'she becomes. pregnan\t thiat through the infernal “rationalising
-of, work” the army of unemployed is increasing daily.
he, dlsgraceiul behaviour of the “socialist” representarhves

of the textile- workers’ trade umion and of the central commission

of the trade unions was energetlcally opposed by the Communists,
and. every day saw an . increase in their influence upon the
.broad masses, despite the, fuxxous terror exercised by the police.
“. The. left 'wing of the trade umons aliso pressed for wxdemng of
“the stope of the fight, for its -extension to other branches of
economy and tried to.give it a political character..
; The left wm of the trade unions formulated their demands
in their organ “Glos Frawdy” (“Voice of Truth”) of March 13th.
... These rdemands which were immediately ‘suppressed by the
»Press, censor, ran as follows:

- Increase - of wages, . re-in »‘rrodncﬂon ot the premium . to
-cover wises in the cost.of living, infroduction of the eight-hour
day, fight against capitalistic rationalising of work, revival of
- public ‘work, resumption. of work at the idle facto.nes under
- the  supervision of the workers, a.100% increase of the un-
“oinpleoyment dole” and -its extension to all unemployed: both .in
+own and country, abolition of rent and of eviction in - the
:ase+of the unemployed, workers’: control over production: .

" Furthermore, the Communist Party and the left wing of
the -trade wunions demanded from the central commission of
the trade unions immediate abandonment of the latters .servile
attitude towards the Fascist Govermment and combination of
the economic fight with the ﬁght for the following political
‘postulates:

‘ Against war, in favour oi a commercial treaty. with the
Soviet Union and agreement to refrain from attack;

against the attack upon the political rights of the workers,
peasants and the oppressed nationalities;

for complete political amnesty;

agam\s(t the Fascist dictatorship and for the workers’ amd
peasants’ government.,
.. The workers determined to resort to a general strike. On
March 15th all the metal workers in Lodz joined the textile
. workers and glass. workers on strike. On March 17th all the
bakeries were idle. Among the railway workers, too, a fight
began and evervwhere meetings of protest were held against
the treacherous pohcy of the P. P. Sl in the trade unions.
The factory owners of Lodz remained obdurate — they
were sure of help from the Government. It is not for nothing
that, for instance, the textile king, Posnanski is one of the

most 1rmpontan’( pr]xlars of fthe ca;pmtalns»t ‘“national rlght-wmg
who have quite openly advocated - the Pilsudski _dictatorship.
And other exploiters joined hands with them. While the textile
workers’ strike ‘was still in progress the big industrialists of
the: Dombrowa coal-mining district gave notice to termimate the

_existing - working contracts and put forwand the following de-

mands: 1.:--Reduction of wages by 4% to 7%; 2. Abolition of
free supplies' of carbide to the miners; .3. abolition of coal

‘swpphes for- sick miners; 4. abolition of the 'institution of
“worker-delegates;

5.. prolongation of working hours” to ten
per'day and 6. Reéduétion (read abolition) of vacation.

- At the same time, the Government enhanced the terror
against the strikers, e&peci:aﬂ]y in Lodz. Public- meetings were
forbidden; the spontaneous public meetings or those organised
by the Communists were broken up. There were mass arrests,
and, of course, particularly of workers “suspected of Bolshe-
wism”. The action of the police was especially brutal at.the
meeting held by Deputy Warski. And- as usual the P.. P. S.
leaders supported them. They raised a hue and cry because

' the Communists wanted to' extend the strike to other branches

ot economy and to convert the struggle into .a fight ajgamst
Fascism. -

The resolutions whlch the ‘ “socialist” trade-union leaders
passed in conmection with the general strike demanded.by the
masses turned out to be bluff. .The strike originally fixed for
March 18th' was postponed to March 19th. On this day the
municipal workers. alone went on strike in Lodz, because the
P. P. S leaders had issued the secret order to refrain for the
time being from striking. They did- not wish to disturb with
a general strike the “national festival” on Pilsudski’s c}mstemng
day. For the rest, they were preparning themselves on Pilsudski’s
order to sign a disgraceful document, whereby 150,000 textile
workers were delivered into the hands of the uapwaxhs’rs

And on March 19th, the commission of the trade usiions
actually accepted, uncorndnho:naliy and completely, the proposal
of the Govemment to:mediate in the wages strike of the textile

‘workers, and ordered the workers:to resume work "at once.

Even the “Robotnik” could not pass over in silence the

‘fact that the meeting of delegates of the textile workers’ union,

i. e, the immediate representatives of the strikers, raised a
sharp protest - against the ending of the strike 1hrough the
mediation of the Government.

In this way, the reformist P. P. S. leaders vied' with' the

" leaders of the reactionary parties in disgracefully betraying,

stna:nglmg and selling the heroic ﬁght of the: 150000 1exule
workers.

" The proletariat of Poland is the richer by one more
sanguinary ~experience. . It knows that the reformist leaders

_of the Polish Socialist P.arty are, the most loyal. aocomplxces of
v capntahsm and 0¢f Fmsmsm ‘ ‘

~IN THE INTERNATIONAL’
The 4th Party Conference of the C. P. of

Czechoslovakia.

Prague, 25th March 1627.
The IVth Conference of the Communist Party of Czecho-

slovakia was opened on Friday the 25th March in the People’s

House, Prague by comrade Haken. The following comrades
were unanimously elected to the plresidium:- Sturc, Touzil,
Haken, Smeral, Kreibich, Mondok, Kolarikova, Major, Chlouba,

"Hrsl and Shvl«a

In the name of the Central Commmitiee; comrade Smeral
proposed to adopt the following resolution in favour of the

~ Chinese revolution:

“The Party Conference sends its revoﬂmlonarv gree-
tings to the Chinese proletariat. The Chinese revolution.can
only be successtul through a decisive fight to the end
against imperialism. For this reason the Chinese revolution
is a part of the world revolution. The idea .of Leninism
for a close alliance of the working class with the peasantry
will lead the Chinese revolution to wictory.”

The following, resolution ‘was sent to the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union:
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“The wnity and consolidation of the. C. P. of the
U..S8, 8. R. is the key stone of the power of the Com-
intern. The present industriaiisation of a socialist type
which has been carried out by means of the heroic sacri-
fices- of the masses exercises a very -great influence upon
the western European working masses. The soviet elections
have shown a close connection between the urban and
rural proletariat in the Soviet Unicn. Despite all the pro-
vocations’ the 'C. 'P."of theé V. S. S. R.'is ‘pursiing «a. policy
“ofynswerving : peace; I this peace’is disturbed, then .the
Czech Droletarlat w111 ‘be found at 'its. posL” ’

The following “resolution was adopted aﬁamst the .class
justice in Hungary ‘

© “The, Party Conference expresses the greatest indig-
nation at the measures of-oppression used by ‘the Hotthy-
Bethlen government against the working class movement,
The lxves of comrade” Szafito and his fellow accused are
placed in the greatest ]eop;andy by the fact that they have
"been handed. over to the extraordinary court. The Hun-
garian government wishes at all costs t0 show itself worth)
of the iavour 'of the British Conservatives and in this way
obtain a. revision of .the treaty of Trianon and prepare
for the Trestoration of the monarchy By de"larmg that a
communist coup d’Fiat is beifig prepared at the ‘order oi
Moscow’ Hungary ‘wishes to influence the other capitalist
countries. so that these latter may p,ace no obstacles in
the way of Hungarian armaments.” The process against
Szanto, and, his fellow accused is nof an internal 'ﬁfalr
for Hungarv it is -of international 1mp0r’tan The Part
_conference’ appeals to the workers to incréase the mo:ve
;menwt of protest 'in order to stay the “hand “of the hang-
man in the last ‘moment.” .

The Party Conterence then adopted a resolutmn in favour
of - the etmggle of ‘the miners and railwaymen and a ;message
of greetings-to the siriking:.class workers of northern Bohemia.

The chairman comrade Touzil then read a letter of gree-
tings ‘from the: communist- nucleus of a district prison. The
letter expressedi the ‘unswerving' loyalty of  the potitical pri-
soners to ‘the Party. A’ further letter of greetings. arrived from
the village ‘nucleus” Oseg “which- a week ago mnanimously. left
the Social’ Democramc Party ' and went over .in a body to the
Communist' Party.: . -

Comrade’ Hais welcomed the conierence in- the name o
. the Red Trade Union Federation (I. A. V.) of ‘Czechoslovakia
which he declared regarded the Communist Partv as the only
Party ' representing the interests of“the whole proletariat. He
expressed the hope’ that the conference would make decisions
‘to assist ‘the good co-operation b@tweﬂn the P:arty and the
LAV .

¥ U g * ¢

The second session’ was opened ‘with a: spepch of comrade

Jilek who gave the

Report upon the activities of the C. C

The activity of the secretariat rdurmg the period since the
last conference proves that the bloc has justilied itself and that
the Party has won new forces. The growth has taken place
along the lines of Leninism. The results of the elections shocked
cour opponents. The . activity .of the Communist Party forced
the reformists to leave the coalition. The Communist Party has
made the fascist movement impossible through the struggle of
the Party for the partial demands of the workers. The Party
applied” thie tactic of the umited fromt correctly. The successes
- which have been ‘achieved have strengthened the confidence of
the masses in theé Party. The Party is be;ommor more and more
bolshevist. It has nuclei in almost all Large scale factories. The
Leninist \p‘i'i‘u(‘lples of organisation are winning more and more
ground. The Party realises that the basis of the Party work
can only be the factory nucleus.

Mistakes of course have also been made. We have not
got nuclei in all factories yet, not all Party members do Party
work, the circulation of the factory newspaper is too small, the
actions of the Party are not sufficiently connected with its
organisational work, the communist -fractions are not active
enough etc. The Party press must be given a befter circulation.
The bolshevisation of the Party is the best guarantee for the
overcoming of thesg mistakes and failings.

Comrade Haken then made his speech. upon
the political and economic situation:

The capitalist stabilisation in Czechoslovakia is extremaly
unstable and temporary. On the one hand there is a relative
industrial over-production and on the other hand a deterioration
of home consumption, Rationalisation in Czechoslovakia is only
in its beginning. stages. It is assisted by the State through
customs facilitations and the . tax policy which favours the
capitalists and burdens the workers The reformist workers -are
losing more and. more their belief in the stabilisation. The
intensified economic crisis has split the all-national coalition.
The victory of the Communist Party at the elections caused the
social democracy to leave the coalition. The Czech bourgeoisie
was compelled fo build a government with the bourgeoisie ‘of
the minorities. The task of this ‘g'ovemment is to carry out the
further phases of the stabilisation with increased violence, We
do not underestimate the fascist danger but there is no danger
of a fascist coup d’Etat. The standard of living of the wor-
king class has been reduced by the stabilisation: on the one
hand reduced wages and on the other increasing prices. The

Jabour struggles which are breaking out everywhere show the

whole unbearable nature of the sﬂuahon however, these strugg-
les are mot bettering the situation of the workers because they
are split up and not led unitedly. The small tradesmen and the
peasants are also suffering under the stabilisation. Unemploy-
‘ment is rising. The C. P. of Czechoslovakia must be prepared to
suppoft every ‘struggle’ of the international proletariat. The -
Party much march"at the head of the: working class, it must

" build up ‘the proletarian united dfront and uo‘ht for the unity

of fthe trade union movement upbn the ‘basis of the - class
struggle.” An m‘feqsmed Strlwvle must be conducted against
reformism.

The Party is making progress, but it has also made mi-
stakes which can be accounted for by its insulficient theoretical
education.

A debate was then opened upon both speeches.

After adopting a resolution concerning. the imprisoned vie-
tims of the white terror, the session was closed.

Prague, 26th March 19627,

The 3rd session was opened this morning when the debate
upon the report of the activities since the last conierence was
concluded. Comrade Bolen then made ‘a speech lasting an hour
and half upon

the agrarian problem.

He deciared: The agricultural proletariat which numbers
900,000 is the most exploited section of the population. The in-
dustrial proletariat must do everything in its power to awaken
amongst the proletariat of the country-side a living belief in the
victory of the proletarian revolution and to win these proletarians
for our cause. We must remember that these agricultural prole-
tarians are the bridge between us and the poorer peasantry. We
must enlarge the net of village nuclei and assist in the trade union
orgamsatlon of the agricultural proletariat. It is very important
that. left-wing and oppositional organisations should be formed
in all the organisations of the peasantry and these organisations
must be supported by us. We must form fractions in all agri-
cultural economic organisations in order to obtain an influence
upon the policy of their leadership.

The debate was then commenced upon this speech but the
session came to an end before the debate was concluded.

*

The 4th session was opened on the evening of the 26th
March. The debate on the agrarian question was concluded and
comrade Bolen made his concluding speech on the subject. The
resolution on the agrarian problem was then adopted unani-
mously.

Comrade Haken then made his concluding speech: The dis-
cussion showed no differences of principle in relation to the
estimation of the economic and political situation and the tasks
of the Party. The bourgeoisie wishes to carry through the sta-
bilisation with all means and to break the resistance of the pro-
letariat by terroristic governmental measures and by fascism.
The most important hindrance for the capitalist stabilisation is
the Seviet Union. The capitalists are now threatened with the
loss of China as a centre of exploitation,.this accounts for the
efforts of all imperialist countries under the leadership of Great
Britain to throttle the Chinese revolution. The most important
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question for the international proletariat is the question of an
imperialist attack upon the Soviet Union. The Communist Party
of Czechoslovakia will prove that it is able to utilise the in-
fluence which it has won over the masses.

Comrade Jilek then delivered his concluding speech: The
fact that the major portion of the discussion was devoted to or-
ganisational questions is significant of the situation of the Party.
The existing organisational defects must be remedied by the ap-
pointment of instructors. The Party has completely understood
the watchword of bolshevism. A good working factory nucleus
is better than 10 seats in the cabinet. (Applause.)

Comrade Uridil then reported in the name of the control
commission. )

Comrade Harus reported upon the work of the committee
upon credentials. According to his report there were 129 dele-
gates with devisive votes and 143 delegates with .consultative
votes.

*

Prague, 27th March 1927.

The 5th session was opened this morning with the speech
of comrade Zapotocky upon the trade union question. His speech
was followed by an address of the representative of the Executive
Committee of the Communist International who was welcomed
by ‘the delegates with the singing of the “Internationale”.

The 6th session was opened in the afternoon with speeches
of greeting from the representatives of the Communist Parties
. of Germany and Austria and from the Communist Parties of the
Balkan Federation consisting of Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Rouma-
nia and Greece, The chairman read greetings from the Com-
munist Parties of Great Britain and of the Ukraine.

The debate was commenced upon the trade union question
but was interrupted in order to hear the report of the discipli-
nary and resolutions committee.

*

Prague, 28th March 1927.

The T7th session was opened this morning when the dis-
cussion upon the trade union question was continued. In order to
bring the discussion to a conclusion it was decided to appoint
two chief speakers, comrades Hais and Kohn.

Comrade Hais declared: The accusations which have been
made against the revolutionary trade union federation in Czecho-
slovakia (I. A. V.) are mostly unjustified. The red trade unions
have to.contend with great difficulties in order to maintain them-
selves as lighfing organisations. Weak organisations can never
be fighting organisations, for this reason we must strengthen
the 1. A. V. We object to the limitations imposed upon us in the
acceptance of non-party workers into our ranks. We are not
opposed to the communist nuclei in the reformist unions remai-
ning in them and not being transferred to the revolutionary
unions.

Comrade Kohn declared: The policy of the Party is to carry
on a strong campaign for the unification of all unions and at
the same time a strengthening of the revolutionary unions. The
Party does not wish to have dilierences with the 1. A.V., but
the existing differences of opinion must be cleared up. There must
of course be limits set to the acceptance of indiiferent workers
into the 1. A. V. and comrade Hais agreed to this himself in the
commission. The leading comrades in the 1. A. V. must do every-
thing possible to carry out the line of the Party and on its part
it is the duty of the Party to build up and extend its fractions
systematically.

Comrade Zapotocky then delivered his concluding speech:
The significance of the discussion consisted in the fact that it re-
vealed the weaknesses of our trade union work. Many comrades
overestimate the importance of the revolutionary unions. At the
formation of the I. A. V. we did not say that our aim was to
form red unions, but we were forced to do this because of the
expulsions from the reformist unions. Our aim is to set up united
unions. When we have achieved this we will liquidate the revo-
lutionary unions. Those comrades who demand that the I. A. V.
should take a stronger line in the leadership of labour struggles
forget that the 1. A. V. only organises one eighth of the total
number of organised workers in Czechoslovakia. Our task is to
give the red unions a broad basis, but without influencing the
reformist unions through our fractions in them we cannot fulfill
this task. We must win the confidence of the proletariat through
trade union work, only in this way will we be able to achieve
united unions and a united front in the struggle.

The resolution upon the trade union work was then unani-
mously adopted.

After the report of comrade Haken upon the work of the
political commission, the Party conference unanimously adopted
the political resolution.

The Party conference was then closed with a speech of com-
rade Kreibich.

Greetings from the Communist Internatio-
nal to the 4th Party Conference of the
C. P. of Czechoslovakia.

Comrades!

Your Party Conference meets together when there prevails
an exceedingly complicated international situation. The Council
of the so-called “Great Powers”, with England at the head, is
conducting a‘ predatory war against China. In spite of all the
phrases regarding peace and non-intervention, in spite of all
the social democratic hymns of praise to the “League of
Nations”, the chief Powers belonging to this “League” are
uniting together further military forces in order to throttle the
movement for freedom of the Chinese nation. At the same time
further and decisive attempts are being made to organise a
new reactionary “Holy Alliance” against the Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics.

Czechoslovakia in its foreign political reaction has like-
wise been drawn into the track of the counter-revolutionary
foreign policy.

On the line of home policy it is being drawn more and
more along the track of social and political reaction by the bloc
of the bourgeois parties. The obstacles which are being created

- to establishing connection with the Soviet Union are plunging

the country into the abyss of a chronic crisis.

The results of this crisis are being transferred exclusively
on to the shoulders of the working masses, and the bourgeoi- -
sie is step by step depriving them of the achievements of the
earlier period.

The reformist parties, in all main and fundamental ques-
tions, are entangling themselves in the net of the bourgeois bloc.

Only our Party, the section of the Communist International,
is a proletarian mass Party which offers determined resistance
to the attacks of the combined forces of the bourgeoisie and
agrarians which are becoming more and more insolent.

The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, which a few years
ago overcame its crisis, is now proceeding steadily along the
way of mass work, and therein lies the guarantee for its success.

The Executive Committee of the Communist International
expresses the firm conviction that the Czechoslovakian section
will, after the Party Conference, develop an even more energetic
work among the broad masses, in the trade union organisations,
among the small peasants, among the working sections of the
national minorities, for the international unity of the workers,
will carry out the revolutionary united front tactics and raise
the class consciousness of the masses. :

The Executive Committee of the Communist International is
convinced that the great historical questions which are ap-
pearing on the order of the day in connection with the Chinese
revolution and the counter-revolutionary attacks on the Soviet
Union will be solved by the Party in a sense of revolutionary
Marxism, in the sense of Leninism, which was, is and will be
the flag of the Communist International.

The Executive Committee of the Communist International
wishes the Party Conference success in its work and once again
greets the Party of the proletariat of Czechoslovakia.

UNION OF SOVIET REPUBLICS

- The Tenth Anniversary of the February
Revolution.
Speech by Comrade N. 1. Bucharin at the Celebration Meeting
in the Great Theatre at Moscow.
(Conclusion.)

4, On the rapacious policy of the despotic regime, on wars,
on the fostering of popular ignorance, and on the hatred of cul-
ture, or an explanation why certain British statesmen love Tsarist
lackeys.
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We have already pointed out that the Tsanist despotism had
become involved in a violent opposition to the entire develop-
ment of our country. We must dwell at greater length with this
aspect of the question. Not infrequently we are asked, “But how
can that be; Russia surely developed very rapidly in the few
years preceding the war”. True, but so far a it developed at all,
it developed against the will of the Tsarist regime. The main
cause of rapidity of capitalistic development as really existed, was
the vigorous influx of foreign capital seeking investment. On the
other hand, the peasantry, almost destitute and devoid of land,
impoverished by exorbitant taxation and rents (which latter rose
at a catastrophic rate), represented no sufficiently absorbing
market. Enormous regions, especially in what we may call our
“central zone”, were in decay.

Partly with a view to making up for this lack of adequate
markets and sufficient taxable objects, the arbitrary Government
was obliged to plunge into adventures abroad and to continue
plundering more and more territories. This is the reason why the
arbitrary regime displayed so aggressive and rapacious a cha-
racter in foreign politics. Although from the standpoint of power
this was neither a dictatorship of financial capitalism nor one
" of the bourgeoisie, but rather a dictatorship of the large seri-
holding landed proprietors, these landed proprietors pursued an
aggressive foreign policy, not only because they were compelled
to listen to the demands of the bourgeoisie, nor yet merely be-
cause such a policy was dictated to them by the allied bourgeois
countries, but also out of compliance with their own interests
as large landed proprietors, interests which they were wont to
designate as “genuine Russian”.

The home policy of this regime was therefore closely bound
up. with its foreign policy. But the wars placed tremendous
burdens on the country and radically undermined the entire
bureaucratic Tsarist machinery, which they utterly disintegrated
and demoralised. Nor is it by any means a matter of mere chance
that the Tsarist autocracy should have experienced a “dress re-
hearsal” of its final overthrow, the first powerful blow dealt it
following after an “unsuccessful” war. Following on the cruel
reverses of the Russo-Japanese war, there came the year 1905,
with the barricades at Pressnaya, the working class quarter of
Moscow, and the powerful agrarian movement among the Rus-
sian ‘peasantry. Arbitrary rule collapsed under the blows of the
revolution, which was in closest connection with the military
collapse of the Empire in the course oftthe great war. If the year
1905 was the “dress rehearsal” of the overthrow of arbitrary
rule in Russia, the year 1917 was its grave. :

The tremendous apparatus of Tsarist exploitation could not

be maintained for any length of time, save by being based on an
equally stupendous ignorance on the part of the peasantry. The
“relative stabilisation” of the Tsarist regime rested to a very
great degree on this ignorance, a fact which explains the extra-
ordinarily furious hatred of the arbitrary regime against all and
every innovation, even in the way of bourgeois culture, and the
specially furious hatred felt towards every individual or small
group among the people who ever succeeded in raising themsel-
ves to a higher rung. of the ladder of culture. A Russian Minister
of the Tsarist regime is well known' to 'have remarked that a
“cook’s son” had no business to come to the University. But even
against the simple bourgeois culture, the arbitrary Tsarist re-
.gime sometimes showed a truly bestial hatred. In this connection
great interest attaches to an example which, it is true, refers to
the time of Tsar Nicholas I., or as he was called, Nicholas Palkin
(derived from the word “palka”, meaning a stick or cane).
.. - When. Pushkin, a man. whose ifnpdrtance .in Russian lite-
rature is well known to every.one, died and was about to be
buried, .the censors prohibited, the publication of. any material
about, him.; | may. quote.a short dialogue which teok place in
this connection at the time, and which has since been published
in a highly interesting booklet on Pushkin by the well known
writer Veressayev. When A. A. Krayeysky caused a. short notice
on the poet’s. death to be published, he was immiediately sum-
moned to “render account” therefor.to the Curator of the Edu-
cational, District, Prince DoundoukoV-KorSakov,, who was at the
same time the chairman of the Committee of Censors.

This. “Prince .Doundouk”, whom Pushkin had made noto-
rious, now teproached Krayevsky ‘as follows for his “crime”:
T | rrggisfi'p{'férm:ybu, he'$ajd, that Mihister Uvarov is
’I‘l‘ighlg"'.dsﬁpas “with ‘you,” Why this riotice in- régard to
" Pushkin? How do you comme t6 put a bldck’ Border 'round
the obituary motice of a man who had neither official rank

nor any position in the State service? This is really going
too far. What are these expressions you employ? ‘The sun
of poetry’. Pray tell me, why so much honour? ’Pushkin
died ... . in the midst of his great work’. What sort of work
was it? The Minister himself ssked whether Pushkin was
the leader of an army, a warrior, a minister, a statesman?!
And when all is said and done, he died without even attai-
ning the age of 40. Writing verses constitutes no great work,
as the Minister himself remarked. I have been instructed to
reprimand you severely and to remind you that, as an_ official
in the Ministry of Public Education, you should particularly
refrain from all such publications.” (Quoted from “Krass-
naya Novy”, vol. 3, p. 157)

Is there not palpably presented here that stupid, narrow
regime of Nicholas Palkin, which recognised nothing but Go-
vernors? (Applause.)

5. On the evideiice of Souvorin senior, on the Grand Dukes
and the administrative methods of the autocracy, on the “bene-
fits” conferred by the autocracy on the peasants, workers, and
national minorities.

It is obvious that, in view of the entremely narrow circle
which provided the State administrators during the Tsarist re-
gime and which refused to admit any individuals from without,
it cannot be said that intelligence of any higher order flourished
among the administrators of the Tsarist Empire. Even from the
standpoint of the interests of the big landowners, it cannot be
maintained that the representatives of the Imperial bureaucracy
were distinguished for special “nimbleness of thought”. ‘

This has been pointed out, inter alia, by some of those
who were not prepared to spend their whole lives in licking the
boots of the “autocrats”. It is generally known, that a certain
Souvorin was at one time editor of the “Novoye Vremya” (New
Age) a publication which was in connection with the secret po-
lice and had the character of a semi-official paper. In the latest

eriod of the history of “public opinion” in Russia, this same

Souvorin attained a great reputation; indeed, the expression “chil-
dren of Souvorin” is very widely used in place of a certain
Russian term. (Laughter.)

Souvorin, who produced such “children” and who .played
a relatively important role in Russian culture, wrote for his own
amusement a diary, which has now been published. And it is 2
matter of some interest to see what he wrote “for his pleasure”
about those circles, which in his “Novoye Vremya” he served,
not for pleasure but for hard cash. The difference is tremendous.
On page 229 of his “diary”, e. g., he writes in regard to the
Grand Dukes. i. e. about the very highest circle of those in
power under the landowner regime, as follows:

“I have heard that Kuropatkin has been transierred to
the Caucasus and that he can no longer agree with the
Grand Dukes at Warsaw. A great pest, such Grand Dukes.
Only rogues can get on well with them, for to such they are
a good source of income.” ’
On the same page, Souvorin remarks: '

_ “Plyushtchik-Plishtchevski relates that on his recom-
“meéndation_Grand Duke Sergius Alexandrovitch received a
bribe of ‘two.millions for the further grant of the spirit mo-
‘nopoly at Moscow, tliat Witte undoubtedly possessed re-
Tiable evidence of the fact, and that the Tsar knew of it. Ser-
"gius Aléxandrovitch came here a few days ago for a’space
_of five hours all told. In one way or another, the Grand
Dukes at all timmes accepted bribes and endeavoured to enrich
themselves in every way.” (Diary of A. Souvorin, Frenkel
_edition.)

All this was said by a witness who' certainly knew what he
was ‘talking about, for he had ‘insight into the most intimate
secrets of the old regiine, into what might be called the “holy
of holies”. It is also of interest that this apostle of Russian auto-
¢racy who offered incefise to it at all street corners and praised

it to the 'skies (Souvorin’s son’is still present at all the parades

of Wrangel’s men and is an enthusiast for thé by-gone “golden

times” of Russian autocracy), it is'interesting, I say, to notice

how ‘Souvorin Wrote for his own “amusement” in regard to the

‘state’ of affairs among' the aittocrats. I may quote another short

passage from his diary. This is the manner in which he speaks
of the order ‘prevailing under ‘autocracy.

“Absotutismi is “far ‘bétter than-'parliamentarism, , for

in  thé latter ‘case it is huuman beiigs 'that rule, while in the

former it is God. An invisible God, who is, however, tan-
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gible enough. Nobody sees him, but all have heavy hearts
and every one can be besmirched in any case and beyond all
measure. The Tsar learns of God alone and consults with
‘none but God. But since God is invisible, he takes counsel
of all men whom he encounters, with his:wife, with his
mother, with his stomach, with his entire nature, and all this
he looks upon as the counsel of .God. The counsels of the
Ministers, however, are yet superior to those oi God, for
they take care of themselves, they take care of the Tsar and
of the dynasty. There can be nothing better than -absolu-
tism, for it breeds a whole hive of superiluous ‘and- alto-
gether useless people, who -find some job for themselves.
these are people ot the privileged classes, and the main part
of their privileges consists in the fact that, though they have
nothing in their heads they are the heads of the people.”

(Laughter, applause.)

It is altogether obvious that the cruel process of explonatlon
of the broadest classes of the population, the working class and
the peasantry, had to be protected by a' gigantic political appa-
ratus. And if the so-called Russmn intellectuals (mefi of letters,
professors, i. e. personts wearing pinze-nez), were ‘allowed occa-
sionally to squeak-out something in a terribly thin treble, no
“weakness” at all was shown in dealing with the “dregs” of the
poptilation, the “cooks’ -sons”, the workers and peasants; as’' a
matter of fact, the working class and the peasantry were practi-
cdlly ”outside the law” and a pack of rural police chiefs, district
prefects, rural commissaries, rural police' sergeants, gendarmes,
secret police agents, reg10na1 inspectors, district police super-
intendents, and local pollce supermtendents could act at their
own sweet will.

When the working' class first appeared on the political stage
in Russia and began to create its own organisations, it was in a
state of, illegality and was forced to be iflegal under the pohtlcal
order .which dominated the whole country. It had not even the
right to possess the most innocent of organisations. All activity
on the part of the workers was persecuted; riot even benefit funds
might be founded. All cultural associations were quickly sup-
pressed. There was no question at all of orgamsatlons among the
peasantry.

Throughout the country, the Tsarist autocracy trampled the
population under foot. While cold steel arnid fetters were employed
against the working class, the most active class, ‘Wwith 'héads full
of revolutionary ideas; and while the peasartry was suppressed
]ust as severely from the political as from the economic point of
view, the cold steel was also directed with all vigour against the
numerous national minorities inhabiting the country. Any so-
called “border district” and any group of the so-called ‘‘racial
foreigners” (which charming term served in the literature of
Russian autocracy as the official expression even in the broadest
circles) in short all such as had not the' “honour” of belonging to
the ruling nation of Ru551an traders and Russian autocrats, were
.made to feel the full rigour of the laws of a regime which was
“specially ' directed against them. Such was the-nature ‘of this
truly diabolical machinery of the Tsarist autoeratic rule.

. 6. On the “love” of the people for ‘the big landowners, on
the subject of Pougatchefl’s mutiny, on the’ reVOlutlonary move-
ment, on the kindly feelings of the pobles towards the people, on

the year 1905, on the diary of Count Witte, on the brute prole-

tariat, on Shoulgm s machiné-guns, on Tchernov’s mob-rile, and
-on- the subject of some tasks of oyrs_arising from the foregomg
.~ .In the course of the 300-years ‘history of the house of
Romanov, the _people repeatedly rose and Mrned m its masses
.against that diabolical machine.

The last movement aga»mst the system of serfdom, a far-
reaching and deeply-rooted movement of ihe masses, was the
‘mutiny of Pougatcheff, designated .by. .the ruling c.lasses as
“senseless -and merciless”. It is.only now: that the historians
of our Soviet Union have opened.the dusty coffer with -its
-archives. which refer to this great peasant movement, against
~the i‘big landowners. - And only now  have we, learnt how
powerful :this- movemnt was, how well organised -it was, and
~how it reflected the.burning hatred of the peasant against the
sseri-holding: landlord.. We have mow a . whole .collection of
appeahs which. were drawn up.iin the camp oi the . insurgents

participating. in the “Pongatcheff mutiny”, =~ .-

The proclamations of ‘Pougatcheff -and ‘his- clqsest collabora-
" tors' are a true reflection of -life under the stress of a rough
“and ‘merciless struggle. If the -landlords ‘called the.tebels “male-

factors” and ‘‘thieves” and described them as “convicts”, the
waves of the popular tury: an:d hatred were directed agwamst
the entire regime of‘landlords, and against the whole system
of serfdom. Pougatcheii called "himself a “peasant Tsar’*' under
the assumed  name of “Peter Fedorovitch”, with a view to
exploiting. certain  monarchist prejudices of the peasantry. His
orders, however, express:- clearly enough -against what class
enemy the weapons of the fight must be directed.

As an -example of these mamiestos, I may quote the fol-
Iorwung passage: .

“But if any of you reiuse to pay heed to the modera-
tion 1 have shown, as the mobles and -the landiords. retuse
to do, he will lose hisi life, i. e. suffer death, as a.criminal
against the -law and agfainst the public peace, as. a  male-
factor and an opponent of the :imperial will; his house and
all his- possessions meanwhile will be confiscated.”
Another passage C‘ulled from an order dated }uly 1774,

runs as follows:

* “The former trob!es in their domams and entalled
estates are to be looked upon as opponents of our power
and as inciters against the realm .and ravagers of the
peasants; and as such they must:be seized and hanged.”

These examples clearly show ‘that this last of the' risings '
of the miasses of Russia agajnst the systeth of -serfdom was
fully conscious of its €lass ainis; it speaks straight out regarding
the rule of seri-holding- landlords .and calls for an unrelenting
fight against this class that ‘ruled Russia at the timé.

Naturally this rising ended in the same way ‘as previous

attempts thad ended. The “best generals' and - best ' commanders
of the Empress Catherine Il. were ‘stnimoned: by’ that- “vir-
tudus”, “‘humane”, -and - phllosophisi‘ng lady o - aid - tie: throme. -
The -movement ‘was destroyed; it was. suppressed by merciless
terronism; an enormous rumber of people were executed; Pou-
gatohefl - was taken prisoner. It “was a-.particularly “humane”
act on the part of the Empress, who had a- reputation for
reading French: philosophy iand - of being: very .“humane” -and
“liberal”, that 'she should ‘have -given. the -order ‘that Pout-
gatcheff be locked in a -cage, taken: to the so-called.‘‘swamp-
ground”, and there quartered. The hangman, who was instruc-
ted to kill the prisoner gradually by first amputating diis arms
and legs .and then beheading him, could. not bring himself ‘fo
do so and preferred ‘to put thls peasant leader rout of. hlS mlsery
at once.
This was the end Gi the mowement In rthe course oi the
further thistory of the Tsarist autocracy, we find a number -of
other attempts at the owerthrow. «af: @ the.. regime, both: timid
attempts in this direction on the. part. of. the bourgeqisie (e. g.
the .movement, of the Decabrists, the. cenfenary of which we
recently. celebrated and which has been - much spoke;; ‘and
written of of late) and ﬂhe heroic fight of the rebelhous peasants
in 'the ime immediately , preceding the “emancmaﬂnon” of “the
serfs in the year .1861; finally “also the hgh:t .put-"up by ‘the
revpluhonary parties, those first nuclei of. the orgamsed struggle
against the Tsarist autocracy, and the first actions, oi the
proletariat. . '

Finally . we: come , 40 " the, year 1905 which determiinied
iundamentally that propoghon of the social forces within the
country which crystallised in the year 1917. The most far-
seeing .among those in the ‘camp ‘hostlle to us foresaw this
proportion in its entirety.

ne .of the very few far-sighted men at the dlaposal of
Tsa.nsm, was the well-known Count Witte, He, too, left'a diary,
which, has. now. been. published. From this diary of Witte’s,
which contains a great antount of extremely interesting material,
1 shall here quote”a passage which’ descnibes thé impression of

Hhxs certainly far from dull observer in regard’ td the distri-

bution of the' social forces ‘in the course of ‘the revélution:of
1905 and ‘the “sentiments” he had in this‘ connection. This is
What He wrote”in megavrd 10 the sﬂtuahdn rwhich h'ad developed
\m 1905‘
7 “The nobility has cogne’ 10 reoogmse “thiat 1t will have
’ro divide the cake with the bourgéoisie; to this idea it has
become reconciled. But neither thié nobility nor the bour-
' geoisie have so far given a"thought to ‘the class-conscious
proletariat; I the  meantite,- the iatter; to the surprise of
- these short-sighted . politiciaris, suddenly appeared - on the
"+ scene’ in: September, 1905, :with all its elementary . force, a
-.force which:ds based on numbers, but also on the low
»—levelaiou;lmre, andperhapsmore than all.om the fact that the
- class i cpws’mm has nothmg,io lose Hardly had -if, a.ppm-

SR Tty
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ached the cake (here Witte forgets to mention that the cake -

by rights, belongs to the people, describing it rather as
a foreign object)” (Laughter), than it began to roar like
a_beast which holds back at nothing in order to devour
all that is not of the same origin as itself. When the
nobility and the bourgeoisie caught sight of this animal,
they began to retire, that is to say, the rich began to get
together.”

This is by no means badly expressed: “When the nobility
and the bourgeoisie caught sight of this animal, they began
to retire, that is to say, the rich began to get together. These
are remarkable words. Here the writer amalyses quite correctly
the proportion of the social forces and that of the classes, such
as resulted during the revolution of 1905. The bourgeoisie
complains against the Tsanist autocracy, but they have caught
sight of the “beast” in the shape of the proletariat, and that
. has frightened it more than autocracy, and therefore they have

begun to form a closer alliance with the big landowners, which
means that they have become counter-revolutionary. This was
indeed the fact, and the entire subsequent history of the revo-
lution confirmed it.

The sober, I might almost say, Bolshevist, analysis of
Count Witte was naturally accompanied by bitter animosity
against the ’pnoletwriart, which he, of course, also designated as
an “animal”, and as one “of poor culture” into the bargain.

It is no wonder that Witte should have been fully and wholly
in favour of treating this animal to a heavy dose of machine-
gun lead, confirming, as he did, the sole and unrestricted right
to the “cake” on the part of the big landowner animals, those
true champions of culture and civilisation, so delicately charac-
terised for hundreds of years by the nagaika‘and the knout.

In the revolution of 1917, this ranging of forces, and the
general tendency of the class groupings found a yet more sharp
expression. And why? Because during the time which had
passed since the first revolution of the year 1905, our “poorly
cultured animal”, our class, the proletariat, had managed to
nise, began to roar somewhat louder than iin 1905 and had
" probably also become rather better cultured. On the basis of the
economic growth it had grown in numbers, had profited by
the lessons contained in its own history, had succeeded in for-
ming a good organisation of its own, had learnt to manoeuvre
in face of the wother classes, and.had attracted the many mil-
lions of peasant farmers, who had started to cry not only
“Down with the war!” but also “Give us the land of the big
landlords!” It was not only the peasant mutineers of Pougat-
cheif that now came forward under a new mame, but also the
proletarian “animal”, which raised itself to its full height and
marched with gigantic strides at the head of the entire move-
ment.

It iis therefore quite natural that the process of the bour-
geois rally swmould have ensued most rapidly. This rally com-
prised not only the actual bourgeoisie, but also the petty
bourgeois parties, all the Zeretellis, Tchernovs, Dans, etc. who
were also extremely terrified at the sight of the “animal”. It is
hardly surprising that Victor Tchernov, one of the most eminent
ideologists of the S. R. Party, should have called our October
revolution undemocratic and non-proletarian. He managed to
find a name for it in the Greek dictionary, “ochlocracy”, or
mob-rule. It is not difficult to comprehend that Tchernowv’s
“mob” is related to the “animal” of Count Witte. But whether
the expression chosen to designate us was mob or animal,
need mot matter a rap to us. (Applause). v

It is of historical importance that. the said “animal” and
its “bestial” “mob-rule” party, should have proved more
prudent and far-seeing than the bourgeoisie and the compro-
mising slyboots of all forms and shades. But that they called
our class “mob” and “animal” must not be forgotten, least
of all by our peasants, for the united front from Tchernov to
the Nikolay Nikolayevitch is by no means a matter of chance.
1t is the united front of all that furious hatred, which grows
more and more difficult to restrain the more hopeless the
position of the opponents of the proletarian - dictatorship
becomes. : : :

A classical and in its way magnificent example of this
unrestrained ‘hatred on the part of the nobles against the
workers and peasants is to be found in the works of M.
Shoulgin, a “humane” and “cultured” champion of civilisation
of the big landlords. .

Shoulgin writes of the people in its entiretv, not of any
particular “bolsheviki” and not even about the proletarian

‘“animal”, but of our people as a whole. This is how he descri- .
bes the February revolution: : ' o
“From the first moment of this “deluge” (if the Fé- !
ruary revolution is a deluge, it certainly has swept aw
many people) (Laughter, applause), my soul was filled wm%
horror, which has not quitted it since then, throughout
tthe whole duration of the “great” Russian revolution.

“The endless and inexhaustible current of human events
again and again showed fresh faces in the Duma; but,
however many there were it was always one and ‘the same
face, either blackguardly and bestially dull or blackguardl
and diabolically malicious. (“The February Revolution”.
Reoollections. State Printing Waorks, p. 89).

And then again:

“Lord, that was awful! So abominable that I ground
my teeth and felt within me nothing but a single, helpless,
and yet increasingly fierce longing.

Machine-guns! - :

“Machine-guns it was that I longed for. For I felt that
nothing but the language of machine-guns is comprehen-
sible to the street mob, and that only bullets could drive
back into its den the abominable animal which had been
let loose on the world. '

“And this animal, alas! It was no less than His
Majesty the Russian people!” (Ditto).

Such were the sentiments which animated “them”.

Thus Shoulgin speaks not only of the “animal” but also
of the machine-guns which are to be used against it. This
should likewise and in any case be remembered by our pea-
sants, not to mention our workers. This is what the nobility
thinks of our entire working masses of the population. And
that is the unabashed tone in which the nobles will once more
begin to speak to us should the hand of the people fail and
should “they” once more seize the people by the throat.
¢ In another passage later on Shoulgin writes:

“I remember the sentiment of the nearness of death
and the readiness for death which I felt all that day and
during the following few days.

Was I to die? Be it so. .

Only not to have to see the repulsive faces of the
blackguardly mob, not to hear the impudent speeches and.
the howls of these miserable curs.

Oh, for the machine-guns. Would I had machine-guns.”
(Ditto, p. 91.) .
This language is almost artistic. It is curious and in its

way almost beautiful. There is a certain amount of pleasure to
be derived from reading something like that. Here we see
what are the motive forces which drive our opponents. We
know that the General Hoffmanns of all countries, those
civilised opponents of ours, may sometimes speak to us im
very courteous language. But we also know that behind this
language is hidden their real Shoulgin vocabulary. And now that
we see how the malicious glances of the imperialists are once
more directed towards our country, we must say to ourselves
“We shall certainly be on our guard”. And if we know' now
that our opponents have not yet sufficient forces to oppose us
speedily, if we know that we must be exceedingly calm and
reserved, we are yet bound to look forward and be able to.
distinguish between the diplomatic phrases and the “Shoulgin”
feelings which reveal our class-opponents as they really are.

On the tenth anniversary of our February victory, at the
celebration of that February which was but a forerunner of
October, our class, the vanguard class, the great working class,
our proletariat, graps the hand of the peasantry and raises
aloft its red flag, higher and yet higher. Still more brightly
gleams our Soviet star over all the world, and more closely and
quickly shall we establish our Socialist fatherland, which we
have conquered at the price of our blood. We are building up
our Union of Soviet Republics, not as a prison, but as a great
fraternity of all peoples (for there are more than 100 nationa-
lities in our Soviet Union); we are building ‘it up not as
a realm. for obnoxious ocapitalist exploitation but as a great,
powerful granite pillar of future Socialism; we are not buil-
ding it up as an international police-office, but we are welding
the great organisatory forces for the historical battles of the
future, for the decisive victory of the international working
class. It is for this victory that we live and for this victory we
shall fufil all that has been entrusted to us by the history of our
class in its responsible histonic position. (Vociferous applause.
Singing of the “International”.) .
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THE YOUTH MOVEMENT

“The 20 Years’ Jubilee of the 1st Internati-
onal Youth Couference.

By Fritz Reinhardt.

Almost twenty years. have passed since, -following on the
International Socialist Congress, representatives of the revo-
~ Jutionary: proletarian youth of various countries met for the

first time on August 24th to 26th 1907 -in Stuttgart for an
International Youth Conference. :

The conception of the proletarian youth movement, its
birth and its growth took place under the most diificult con-
ditions. The proletarian youth movement came into being in a
struggle against governments, authorities and police organs
which, not only in Germany under Bismark, but also in other
countries, passed laws concerning young people’s unions which,
- under penalty of heavy fines and imprisonment, forbade juve-
niles under 18 years joining young people’s political unions or
attending political meetings.

The “Young Guards” in Belgium, which were founded in
1886, formed the threshold of the proletarian youth movement
and served as an example which was copied by the working

youth of Italy, Hoiland and Sweden. These were followed at -

the beginning of the 20th century by young workers’ organi-
_sations in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Hungary and, a few
years latter, in France also. The prolefarian youth movement
arose as a movement for combating bourgeois militarism and
- the excessive distress among young workers, especially appren-
tices in manual work and trade, in home industries and . agri-
culture. The proletarian youth had to fight not only against
the bourgeoisie and the police, it had a second enemy, an eney
within its own camp. The leaders of the Reformist party and
the trade unions were afraid of the. revolutionary youth mo-
vement assuming too great dimensions and tried to deprive it
of its right of independence as an organisation. In most coun-
tries, the proletarian youth movement had to assert itself against
the leaders of the Social Democratic party and the trade unions.

Following on the International Socialist Congress in Stutt-
gart in 1907, they succeeded, after .some unsuccessful attempts,
in holding the first International Youth Congress on August
24th to 26th, delegates from twelve different countries taking
part. German Social Democracy declined to send official de-
legates to this Congress. There. were only a few adults who
helped the young people to create their fighting orgamisation,
the most prominent amongst whom were Karl Liebknecht, Rosa
Luxembourg, Clara Zetkin, Roland-Holst. The first international
youth conference was oft tremendous importance in the revo-
lutionary movement, At this Conference, the proletarian youth
movement received its first fighting programme. After speeches
by Karl Liebknecht, Alpari and Roland-Holst, a prograthme was
accepted containing the economic demands of the young wor-
kers, principles for the socialist education of the young wor-
kers were laid down based on the participation of the young
people in the actions of the proletariat and guiding lines for

- anti-militarist activities established on the basis. of Karl Lieb-
knecht’s speech. Subsequent to this conference, the “International
Association of Socialist Youth Organisations” .was founded.

When the parties of the 2nd International had forgotten the
asseverations and oaths of international solidarity which they
had exchanged, when they succumbed to the patriotic intoxi-
cation, it was once again the proletarian youth movement which.
with revolutionary force and decision, threw itself into the breach
against the war mania and tempest of nationalism and was the
first to unroll the banner of the international class war. The
revolutionary youth began once more to take up international
connections and it was not long — as early as Easter 1915 —
before 16 representatives of the proletarian youth from 10 diffe-
rent countries met for a conference at Berne. The Berne Con-
ference laid the foundation stone of a new and more determined
Communist Young People’s International. .

When the military collapse was followed by revoliutions
in Russia, Germany and Austro-Hungary, the proletatian youth
movement was again in ithe front ranks. In the consciousness
that it dis the historic mission of the proletarian youth mowve-
ment to carry through the social revolution to an end as in

Russia, and to establish the proletarian dictatorship, 19 dele-

gates representing 14 sooialist youth organisations, met on
November 20th to 26th 1919 and founded the Young Com-
munist International. C '

The foundation Congress professed its adherence to the
traditions of the 1st International Conference, took over some
of its demands and carried on the fight for the same ends.

“Karl Liebknecht, the pioneer of the international proletarian

youth movement, could, alas, not be preseni at this conference.
The White Guardist . officers had, at the instigation of the

iSocial Democratic Government of Ebert, Scheidemann and

Noske, murdered him and Rosa Luxembourg a few months

ipreviously. A section of the young workers, which had split off
irom the revolutionary youth movement and had founded the

Socialist Young Workers International, joined these murderers.
It was a betrayal of the principles of the Ist International Youth
Conference at Stuttgart.

The Y. C. L, the sole heir of the traditions of ‘the Stutt-
gart Youth Conference, is making the 20th anmiversary of the

“Ist International Youth Conference the occasion for a wide-

spread campaign for the demands of the young workers. It will
continue the campaign for the celebration of the 20th anni-
versary of the Stuttgart Conference on August 24th to 26th
until the 13th International Youth Day on September 4th. The
Young Communist Leagues must already make every preparation
to gather the masses of young workers round the banner of
the  Young Communist International and to enlist them in
its ranks. .

THE CHILDREN'S MOVEMENT

The Third International Corference of the
Children’s Leagues of the YCL
By Erast. '

The economic position of the working class and political
events play the decisive- role in the activity of the Communist
«Children’s” Leagues. The proletarian child, -the offspring of the
workers, is the chief victim of capitalist rationalisation, a: fact
which is noticeably from the physical development of the
children. Moreover, exploitation of the children is on the in-
crease, and their misery is further added to by the chronic
mass unemployment. Capital’s offensive policy against the
workers also finds expression in an accentuated reactionary
policy in the schools. In Germany, through the threatening
clericalisation of the whole school system (National Concordate,
National School Act); in Great Britain, through imperialistic
and chauvinistic tendencies which are steadily becoming more
outspoken in education; in France, through the introduction of
military training into the curriculum and through the fostering
of the nationalist spirit.

This situation, which is only briefly sketched here, gave
direction fo the resolutions to be taken by the Third Inter-
national Conference of the Children’s League of the Y. C. I. With
the exception of Poland and.Finland, which were prevented
from putfing in an appearance, all the leagues which were
invited attended (The Soviet Union, Great Britain, France,
Germany, Czechoslovakia, Austria, Switzerland, Holland, Den-
mark, Sweden, Norway). ‘ _

The report of the activity of the International Children’s
Bureau and the special reports concerning the position of the
children’s leagues in Germany, Great Britain and France prove
that the international children’s movement has made good
progress.

.In a number of countries the children’s organisation has
developed into firmly centralised children’s leagues, and espe-
cially in South America new leagues have been founded or
consolidated (Chile, Argentina, Uruguay). It is interesting to

‘note that in Mexico, too, a Communist children’s league has

been formed and that the children’s league in China numbers
9000 members. :

~ The greatest progress has been made in Germany, where
good mass work has been commenced, and in England, where
the children’s league has taken active part in the struggle of
the workers and tried to bring the masses.of the children into
the strike movement by means of the slogan: Help the miners’
children] and of the demands: Free food in the -schools and
financial support.
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On the other hand there are a number of countries in which
the development of the children’s movement has come to a
standstill. Such is the case in France and in the Scandinavian
countries. .

One of the most important future tasks of the children’s
ieagues is the sefting up of a uniform organisatory. structure.
In European countries the school is the proper battle field
“and the children’s leagues must be built up accordingly. At the
international conference a model statute was discussed for Com-
munist children’s leagues throughout the world and adopted
unanimously, providing for the organisation of children accor-
ding to school and factory (the latter applying especially in
- countries where there is no compulsory education and masses
of children work, in the factories).

Our children’s leagues . must become mass organisations,
and it is, therefore, necessary that means and methods miust
be ‘employed to gather in the broad masses of the children of
‘workers in town and country. At the same time; the principal
force of our work must not be concentrated on the secular
schools only; the fighting spirit of the children’s leagues must
be applied 1n special measure in the church schools ‘and reactio-
nary schools. ‘ ’

 The support given to the Communist children’s leagites by
the Communist parties leaves very much to be desired. The
Communist parties lead the children’s leagues through the youth
leagues, but the financial and moral support which is given
to the children’s leagues is everywhere inadequate. It is abso-
lutely imperative that at the Party executive and at Party con-
ferences and meetings of functionaries the fundamental questions
of 'the Communist children’s movement, of the school policy,
as 'also the question of child labour should be discussed. In
‘the same way, representatives of the Party should take part in
the management of the children’s leagues.

Up to the present, the question of the content of the work
‘in the nuclei and groups has been treated far too generally;
at the Third International Conference it was for the first time
discussed systematically, and the methods and forms of our
militant work were laid down carefully and concretely. In
addition to the work in the schools, the children’s leagues
must «carry on intensive work in the street and in the family.

The big strikes which must be faced in the near future
in a number of countries present our children’s leagues with
absolutely new tasks. The experience of the British children’s
leagues during the general strike and the mining lock-out ‘show
very clearly that there are great possibilites i mobilising the
broad masses of the children in such situations in support of
the fights of the adults. It was, therefore, opportune that guiding
lines for the mparticipation of the children in the strike fight
were submitted to the conference.

A number of examples from Germany illustrate what means
must be employed to keep the children to their organisation and
to educate them in collective work. Self-management, personal
participation and the sotution of all problems by the children
themselves must be the principles according to which the
members should work.

If the work in the children’s leagues is to be well executed,
it is necessary that the leaders should be well prepared for
their task. Beside the training of the leaders, the formation of
a new cadre of leaders is, therefore, a very important ‘requi-
rement. : “ .
From the treatment of the point: “The friendly and ‘hostile
children’s organisations and our tasks”, it was evident ‘that our
organisations have, practically speaking, carried on no militant
work against the opposing organisations. There are masses of
working-class children gathered in the workers’ sports organi-
sations, and co-operiation with these children should be
arranged. :

It is of great significance that the Social Democrats are
beginning to form, beyond the previous scope of their children’s
welfare organisations, Red Falcon organisations on the lines
of the Boy Scout Movement. In France,Great Britain and North
America, huge masses of working-clas schildren belong to the
Boy Scout and Fascist organisations. We should also not forget
the millions of children in every country who are under the
influence of the church and enrolled in religious organisations
and Sunday-school classes. '

Our children’s leagues are a portion of the general Commu-
nist movement. In the face of the attempts at oppression on the
part of the bourgeoisie, resistince through reactionary school

staifs, through police and law courts, as also in the use of
special fighting methods, it is absolutely necessary that the
children leagues should have the support of the adult working
class. Special organisations of parents are not the most suitable
form for the support of our children’s leagues; experience has
taught ws that they are even a hindrance to the miilitant work
which we have to do. ) ’ ) .

In order to assure general support and material help for
our children’s leagues and in order to extend our influence, it
was resolved to create in all countries auxiliary commijtees. to
support the revolutionary children’s movement. Representatives
of all organisations in sympathy with us, and especially of trade
unions and factories, should be drawn into these comsmsittees.
In Czechoslovakia and Great Britain successiul efforts in, this
direction have already been made and it is the task of the
workers in all countries to form such committees for the support
of the revolutionary children’s movement. )

R |

These were the most important questions dealt with. at the
six~day conference of the children’s leagues. It will depend very
largely upon the active support of the revolutionary workers
under the leadership of the Communist Parties whether the
children’s leagues will be able to fulfil the tasks which confront
them and develop into mass organisations of the workers’ and
peasants’ children. ‘

BOOK REVIEWS

Liau Han Sin: “The Unequal Treaties
* and the Chinese Revolution“*),
‘ ’ By J. G.

The demand ior briefly written and at the same time not
superficial works on the questions of the colonial and semi-
colonial countries which are acquiring ever increasing impor-

"tance, is. making itself more and more felt. The little work under
.review, “The ‘unequal : treaties and the Chinese revolution”,

written by the Plenipotentiary Representative of the Executive .
Committee of the Kuomintang, Liau Han Sin, is well- adapted
to meet this demand as far as the national revolutionary mowve-
ment in China is concerned. This clearly written pamphlet which
provides a good survey of the whole question, is divided into
three main sections:

The section on the “Rise of the Unequal Treaties” describes
the penetration of the foreign capitalists into China, the forcing
by the English of the import of opium, the first compulsory
treaty as a result of the Opium war at the beginning of the
forties of last century, the extension oi these compulsory treaties
iwenty years afterwards in favour of England and France and
the enforced grant of similar treaties to Tsarist Russia, Ger-
ntany. Japan and other States,

The effect of the unequal treaties is dealt with in the second
section. ‘The political dependence as a result of the privileges
of the foreign citizens of the imperialist powers, of the special
rights of ithe concession areas, foreign settlements and railway
concessions is made clear as well as the dependence through
the special privileges for foreign warships, through the admi-
nistration of the Chinese customs and the foreign control of
an enormous portion of the sources of revenue of the Chinese
State. Not only a great portion of the industries, the mines,
transport, banks and commerce is dependent on foreign under-
takings, but, what is less known, also a considerably part of
the agriculture of China.

The third and most detailed section is devoted to the
revolutionary movement of China. The development since the
Taipin peasant revolt, “a peasants’ revolution under catholic
leadershio with monarchist-communist goals”, whieh lasted
from 1850 until 1864 and after considerable successes ended in
a defeat, through the bourgeois revolution which -extended with
varying fortunes irom 1885 up to the year 1919, up to the
national revolution which took its place, in which the role of
the working masess is continually increasing in importance,

“The Unequal Treaties and the Chinese Revolution.” By
Liau Han Sin. DPleninotentiary Representafive of the Executive
Committee of the Kunmintang. 1927. Published by the Kuomin-
tang Delegation, Berlin. :
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is graphically described. The political development of Sun Yat
Sen and- his Kuomintang Party which arose out of various
groups, is dealt with in detail. The trade union movement and
- the movement for the abolition of the unequal treaties and the
convocation of the National Assembly are clearly portrayed.

This brochure which is caloulated to provide a proper
understanding of the manifold and complicated questions of the
Chinese revolution deserves the widest circulation,

TEN YEARS AGO

The Whole of Russia in Favour of the
New Government.
Petrograd, 22nd March (Petrograd Telegraph Agency).

According to the litest reports, the whole of Russia, in-
cluding Finland, Turkestan and Siberia, has dedared itself com-
pletely in favour of the new government formed by the Duma
with the energetic support of the patriotic troops in the Russian
Empire. There has never been so short a revolution as this
one which commenced in Petrograd and rushed like a trail
of fire throughout the whole land setting it in flames within a
few days and ending in its complete renaissamce.

_The source of this obvious success is to be found in the
logical necessity realised by the Russian people for many years,
and particularly in recent years. It was clear to everyone that
the State would be plunged into an abyss of irreparable misfor-
tune and the war shamefully lost if the old and thoroughly
egotistical government under #he leadership of an effete dynasty,
continued its policy of oppressing the people and paralysifg all
constructive forces. This was the reason why the cry was
sounded in Petrograd: “Down with the old and rotten regime.
Long live the free democratic State!” and was taken up wun-
animously in the whole of Russia so that the country freed
itself at one blow and almost painlessly from the shackles of
the absolute monarchy. :

According to calculations the coup d’Etat cost Russia with
its 130,000,000 inhabitants only about 2000 killed ard wounded.
This figure is comparatively insignificant when compared with
the total number of victims taken by the revolutions in the other
countries known to history.

For the same reason Russia, or better Petrograd which only
experienced at most a week of disorder, has almost completely
resumed its normal life, for everyone has placed himself behind
the new government, and the time when the Tsar and his
favourites throttled the land seems gone like a crushing alp
happily dissolved in the light of pofitical freedom. This freedom
is being enjoyed by Russia because the new government is doing
everything possible to carry out without any delay the prin-
ciples announced by it in its manifesto upon the day it obtained

er. The facts of the political amnesty, the complete re-
establishment of the Finnish wconstitution and other liberal
measures are the best proof for this. o

The following are ihe most important events' of the
last few days: the new government, which was unanimously
accepted and enthusiastically supported by the populace, has re-
moved all the governors and deputy governors. Those of them
who were known as the party hangers-on of the old government
have been arrested. The district administration has been handed
over to the presidents of the Zemstvo as temporary commis-
sioners.

In oder to protect the country against any attempt at
counter-revolution and against momarchist propaganda, the go-
vernment has deprived the ex-Tsar and his consort of their
freedom, having isolated them in the palace of Tsarkoya  Zelo.
The minister of Justice, Kerensky has presented the cabinet
with a draft law for the abolition of the death sentence and
has made arrangements to permit the participation of women
in the elections for the Constituent Assembly. He has further
recommended that all Russian citizens exiled or forced to emi-
grate on account of political actions should be assisted with all
possible means to return to Russia. In most of the towns the
cornupt police has been replaced by militia formed amongst
- the inhabitants. Everwhere complete order is being maintained.
A similiar militia has been formed in Petrograd which has
practically resumed its former appearance. The newspapers in

Petrograd no longer appear mutilated by the cemsor. Crowds
of happy people throng the streets and fill the shops. Numerous
political associations are holding meetings which the old Tsa-
nist bureaucracy would never have permitted. Such meetings
are being held continually and are filling the capital with an
animated public life. The theatres wili once again give Sunday
performances whilst the Cinemas are preparing films dealing

_with ‘the events of the revolution.

The only thing which reminds one of the great days so
recently experienced, is the red buntirg, the symbol of freedom,
decorating most of the houses, and the great red flag over the
roof of the Winter Palace which building according to a govern-
mental decision, wiil be the seat of the Constituent Assembly
which will meet shortly. The news from the provinces in en-
couraging. The reports speak almost unanimously of the joy
of the populace at achieving its freedom from the yoke of
Tsarism and of the firm determination of the people never again
to submit to it.

Programmatic Article of the First Number
of the “Social Democrat” the Moscow
organ of the Bolsheviki, published on the
20th March 1927.

Our newspaper is an organ of the Russian Social Demo-
cratic Workers Party, one of the fighting troops of the inter-
national proletarian movement, whose final aim is the reali-
sation of socialism. This aim will be the flaming torch to
guide us through all the stages of our struggle for the com-
plete emancipation of the working oclass. We will deal with all
forms of the working class movement, the political and trade
union working class movement, from the standpoint of this
final aim of the proletariat. In these various forms of the
working class movement we only see many sides of the
united class movement of the worﬂ}c’er.s in their struggle for
socialism.

A complete and logical democratisation of the state appa-
ratus ‘would give the best conditions for the achievement of
this aim. Therefore, upon the political field we shall insist
that the Comstituent Assembly be immediately convened wupon
the basis of a general, direct, equal and secret franchise without
distinction of sex or natiomality.

The coming Russian State must be a democratic republic.
The seli-rule of the people must take the place of the arbitrary
domination of the Tsar. All power must be concentrated into
the hands of the representatives of the people who must be
united into a chamber.

We stand for the general, direct, equal and secret franchise
for all citizens who have reached the age of twenty years,
this to apply both to the Constituent Assembly as also to the
local administrative organs.

Although we are of the opinion that the provisional go-
vernment does not represent the interests of the democracy,
our organ will nevertheless support it insofar as it carnies
out the pledges undertaken by it. We shall keep guard over
the achievements of the revolution; we shall carefully observe
every "step of the new government and we shall demand from
it unlimited freedom of conscience, of the press, of meetings,
of strikes, of organisation etc.

We will stand for the right of self-determination for all
nations living within the confines of the Russian State.

Political freedom alone however, is not sufficient for a
successful struggle for socialism. Such working conditions
must be created in the fadtories and works and in agriculture
as will ensure to the workers and their progeny protection
against physical and moral degeneration and give them suffi-
cient free time to utilise fully their political rights and to
develop the capacities of the proletariat in the struggle for
socialism,

We shall insist upon the immediate carrying out of our
minimal economic programme, above all we shall insist upon
the introduction of the eight hour working day.

With a view to abolishing all the remnants of feudalism
in the villages and in the interests of a successful development
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of the forces of production, we shall fight for the abolition of
all aristocratic and class privileges and national disabilities
and for the confiscation of all churh, monastic, royal and
private estates and the handing over of this land to the people.

In order to ameliorate the severe consequences of the war
and the economic ravages left to the new Russia as a heritage
from the old power, we stand for the principle of placing
the war debts upon the shoulders of the possessing classes
through the taxation of unearned income and by the abolition
of all indirect taxes. We shall also demand that the food
question be settled in accordance with the interests of the
broad masses of the population.

We believe that the cause of the present war is to be
found in the robber policy of the imperialist powers and in
the armament nrace participated in by all great powers. We
believe that the war which has weakened democracy and
destroyed immense values accumulated by the labour of gene-
rations, is being pursued solely in the interests of the finan-
ciers and the large-scale industrialists.

We belong to that branch of international socialism which
in opposition to the social chauvinists, has united itself around
Zimmerwald and Kienthal. We will fight therefore for the imme-
diate liquidation of the war by the united mass action of the
organised workers of all countries.

We hold the standpoint of revolutionary socialism, amd
we consider any  participation of socialists in a bourgeois
government to be mmpermissible. We shall fight against any
class ‘peace and against any ocollaboration of the proletariat
with the bourgeoisie upon the basis of the defence of the
Fatherland. -

We are in favour of the creation of a IIl. International in
place of the Il International destroyed by the war. This new
International, however, shall only admit such proletaridn
organisations in -all countries which support the standpoint of
international socialism and mnot social chauvinism, consider the
interests of the whole movement more important than the
interests of the workers of- individual nations and which base
themselves upon the revolutionary action of the working masses.

Lenin’s Letters from Afar.

1L
The New Government and the Proletariat._v
‘ Ziirich, 21st to 22nd March 1917.

* The most important document which I have up to the
present (21. 3.) is a copy of the English conservative newspaper
the “Times” dated the 16th March giving a connected “account
of the news about the revolution in Russia. It is -clear that
it would be difficult to find a source more favourably disposed,
to put it mildly, to the government of Gutschkov and Miliukov.

The correspondent of this newspaper reports from Petro-
grad on Wednesday the 14th (1st) March — that is to say,
when only the fir§t provisional government, i. e. the execttive
committe of the Duma existed which consistéd ‘of 13 Ppeople
with Rodzianko at the head including, as the newspaper says,
two “socialists” Kerensky and Tcheidse — the following:

. “A group of 22 elected members of the State Council
including Gutschkov, Stachovitz, :Trubetzkoi,
Vassilev, Grim, Vernadski and others, sent a' telegram to
the Tsar yesterday ‘beseeching him’, in order to’ save the
‘Dynasty’” etc. etc., to convene the Duma and:to appoint a
head of the government enjoying ‘the confidence of the

nation’. At the present moment it is still unkdown what
~the Emperor will .do. One thing however is certain. Ii His:

Majesty does not fulfil the wishes of the moderate elefmnents
amongst his loyal subjects, then the influence enjoyed by
the provisional committee of the state Duma will go owver
completely into the hands of the socialists who want a
republic but who are not in a situation to create any stable
government and who woiild
country ‘into internal anarchy and external catastrophe...”
What deep political wisdom, and how clear it all ‘is! How

well the English friends (or perhaps masters) of Gutschkov and
Milivkov understand the “relationship of the classes and class

Professor -

inevitably precipitate the

interests! “The moderate elements amongst his loyal subjects”,
that is to say, the monarchist landowners and capitalists wish
for power to be placed in their hands and they realise very
well that otherwise “influence” will go over into the hands
of the ,socialists”. Why the socialists, why mot any other
elements? Because the English Gutschkovs see very well that
there is and can be no other social fonce in. the political arena.
The proletariat brought about the revolution; the proletariat
showed the greatest heroism and shed. its blood, it drew the
masses of the toilers and the poorest strata of the population
with it, it demands bread, peace and freedom, it demands a
republic and it sympathises with socialism. But the -little
group of landowners and capitalists with Gutschkov and Miliu-
kov at its head wishes to counter and deceive the will and
the aspirations of the overwhelming majority of the people.
It wishes to conclude a bargain with the decaying and ialling
monarchy, to support it and save it: “If Your Majesty will con-
decend to appoint Lvov _and Gutschkov we will work together
with Your Majesty against the people”. That is the whole signi-
ficance, the whole essence of the policy of the new government!

And how is the betrayal of the people, the stupefying of
the people, the violation of the will of the overwhelming majo-
rity of the people to be justified? .

They must be slandered; that is an old but ever new

‘method of the bourgeoisie, and so the English Gutschkov

slanders, swears, spits and hisses: “internal anarchy and external
catastrophe”, no “stable government”!! ;

But it is not true my dear Gutschkov! The workers want
a republic, but a republic is a much more ordered and “stable”
government than the monarchy. What is to guarantee the people
that a second Romanov does not find a second Rasputin? It
is a continuation of the war, that is to say a continuation
of the policy of the new governmment, which will lead to- cata-
strophe. A proletanian republic supported by the landworkers,
the poorest sections of the peasantry and the urban petty
bourgeoisie, alone will be able to give the people peace,
bread, order and freedom.

The outcry against anarchy- only serves to-hide the selfish
interests of the capitalists who wish to continue to enrich
themselves out of the war and the war credits and to re-
establish the monarchy against the people. :

The correspondent continues:

“Yesterday the Social Democracy issued a manifesto ‘

the contents of which were calcutated to stir up the people,
and this manifesto was distributed in ‘the whole town.
They (the members of the Social Democratic Party) are
purely doctrinaires; but in times like the present they are
able to do very much damage. Kerensky and Tcheidse,
who realise that without the support of the officers and
the moderate elements amomgst the. populace they cannot
avoid anarchy, are compelled tc reckon with their less
reasonable comrades and are being pushed into a position
which will make the task of the provisional cominitiee more
complicated . . .” s

A great English diplomat ala Gutschpov! How “unwisely”

‘they have blabbed out the truth!.

“The Social Democratic Party” and the “less reasonable
comrades” with whom “Kerensky and Tcheidse are compelled
to reckon” is, apparently, the Central Committée or the Petro-
grad . Commiftee. of our Party re-established by.the January.
conference in 1912, It is the Bolsheviks who are abused by the
bourgeoisie as “doctrinaires” because they have remained true
to their doctrine, that is to say the basic principles, the teachings

- and the objects of socialism. The English Gutchkov abuses. the
.manifesto and . the attitude of our Party as disruptive and

doctrinaire, obviously because of the appeai for a struggle for

‘the republic,. for. peace; for -the complete overthrow of the

Tsarist monarchy and.-bread for the people. .

Bread for the people and peace -— that is mutiny, Mini-
sterial seats for Gutschkov -and Miliukov — that -is “order”.
The old, old story! Do ) ‘

What tactics are Kerensky and ‘Tcheidse employing ' accor-:

ding to ,the_’»desclll'.iption of our’ English ‘Guischkov? =~ .
' Vacillating tactics.  On the oné hand they praise the
Guschkovs because they “realise .(good clever children!) that
without the support of the Officers and the moderate elements .
amongst the populace they ‘cammot avoid anarchy” (We,
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however, always believed, and still believe in accordance with
our doctrine and the lessons of socialism, that it is the capi-
talists who force humanity into anarchy and war and that
only the passing of the whole of political power into the
hands of the proletariat and the poorest sections of the populace
can save humanity from war, anarchy and famine!)

‘On the other hand they are “compelled” “to reckon withll
their less reasonable comrades”, that is to say with the bol-

sheviki, with the Russian Social Democratic- Workers Party
which has been once again built up and united by the Central
Committee.

What force “compels” Kerensky and Tcheidse to reckon
with the Bolshevist Party, a party to which they have never
belonged and which their literary representatives (“social revo-
lutionaries”, “People’s socialists”, menshevist “O. K.” ists*) etc.)
always abuse and condemn as a little illegal circle, a little
sect of doctrinaires etc.?

Where and when has it ever been experienced thta'p in a

time of revolution, in a time of dominant mass action, reasonable

politicians have been compelled to reckon with “doctrinaires”?
Our poor English diplomat a la Gutschkov has made a' mistake,
he could not be logical, he could not lie completely nor tell
the whole truth and so he has only betrayed himself,

The influence of the Social Democratic Workers Party
behind the Central Committee (the Bolsheviks. Ed.) upon the
proletariat, upon the masses, compelled Kerensky and Tcheidse
to reckon with them. Our Party remained with the masses,
with the revolutionary proletariat, despite the arrest and. exile
of our members of parliament to Siberia, in 1914, despite the
tremendous persecutions and the mass arrests suffered during
the war by the Petrograd committee for its illegal work against
the war and against Czarism. ,

“Facts are hard things” says an English proverb. [ would
remind you of that my dear English Gutschkov. The fact that
our Party led the Petrograd workers in the great days of the
revolution, or at least supported them whole-heartedly, was
even admitted by the English Gutschkov. He was’ also com-
pelled to recognise the fact that Kerensky and Tcheidse vacil-

lated between the bourgeoisie and .the proletariat. The people

around Gvosdiev, the “Defenders of the Fatherland”; that is,
the social chauvinists, the defenders of the imperialist robber
war have now gone over to the bourgeoisie altogether.
Kerensky who entered the ministry in the second provisional
government has also completely gone over to the bourgeoisie.
Tcheidse has not done so, he is continuing to vacillate between
the provisional government of the bourgeoisie, of Gutschkov
and Miliukov and the “provisional government” of the prole-
tariat and the masses of the poor people, the soviet of workers’
deputies and the Central Committee of the united Russian Social
Democratic Workers Party.

The revolution has consequently confirmed that which we
pointed. out with particular stress when we appealed to the
workers to distinguish clearly the class differences between the
main parties and the main tendencies in the working class
novement and amongst the petty bourgeoisie, that which we
wrote, for instance, in No. 47 of the Geneva “Social Democrat”
almost a year and «a half ago on the 13th October 1915:

“The participation of the sccial democracy in a pro-
visional revolutionary government together with the demo-
cratic pefty bourgeoisie, we consjder, now as before, to

. be' permissible, not however, with the revolutionary chau-
vinists Who strive for a victory over Tsarism in the’
interests of ia victory over Germany, the looting of other

countries and the consolidation of the dominance of the
Great Russians over the other peoples of Russja etc. The
situation of the petty Dourgeoisie as a class is the basis
of revolutionary chauvinism. This class always vacillates
between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. Now it is
vacillating  between  chauvinism (which prevents it from
being logically revolutionary even in the spirit of the
democratic republic) and proletarian interiationalism. The
political mouthpieces of this peity bourgeoisie in Russia
are at the given moment, the Trudoviki, the soocial revolu-
tionaries, the Nascha Sarya (now Dielo), the Tcheidse

*) Supporters of the menshevist O. K. that is, orga-
nisational comuittee. The bolshevists supported the Central’

Committee. Ed.

fraction, the O. K., Plechanov etc. If the revolutionary
chauvinists were to be victorious in Russia, then we
would be against the defence of their “Fatherland” in this
war. Our slogan is: Down with the chauvinists whether
they are republicans or revolutionaries, down with them
and up with the alliance of the international proletariat
in the name of the socialist revolution”.
* *

However, let us return to our English Gutschkov. He
continues: .

“The provisional committee of the state Duma saw
the dangers by which it was faced and therefore delibera-
tely refrained from carrying out its original plan of arre-
sting the ministers, although this could have been done
yesterday without the least difficulty. The door was there-
fore left open for negotiations and  in consequence we
(this “we” is British finance capital and imperialism) will
enjoy ali the advantages of the new regime without having
to undergo the terrible and searching tests of the commune
and the anarchy of civil war.”

The Gutschkov people were in favour of civil war in
their interests, but against it in the interests oi the people; -
that ds to say in the interests of the overwhelming majority
of the working masses.

,The relation between the provisional committee of
the Duma representing the whole nation” (This of the
committee of the fourth Duma, consisting of landowners
and capitalists!) “and the workers council which represents
purely class interests” (the language of a diplomat who
hears learned words with one éar and wishes to conceal
the fact that the workers council represents the prole-
tariat and the village poor, that is to say, nine tenths of
the people), “but which in times of crisis like the present
has a tremendous power, caused much fear amoungst people
capable of judgment who realised the possibility of a
collision between the two, the results of which might be
very ‘ternible.

Fortunately this danger was avoided — at least for
the present — (let us note this “at least”) thanks to the
influence of M. Kerensky the young advocate with great
oratorical powers who clearly realises (in contradistinction
to Tcheidse who also “realises”, but perhaps, in the opinion
of our Gutschkov, somewhat less clearly) that it is neces-
sary to work together with the committee in the interests
of its working class electors. (that is to say .in order to
catch working class votes, to flirt with the workers.) To
day, (Wednesday the 14th March) a satisfactory agreement
was concluded, thanks to which all unnecessary strife will
be avoided.”

We do not yet know what sort of an-agreement that is,
whether all the members of the workers council have signed
it or what its conditions are. This time the English Gutschkov
has concealed the most important thing. Naturally! Clear, exact
and generally known conditions are not favourable to the
bourgeaisie, for then .t is more difficult to violate such con-
ditions.

*

The previous lines were already written when 1 read two .
very important communications. First of all the text of the
appeal of the workers council concerning the. “support” o be
accorded to the new government, this .a;)peamd in the Paris
conservative ‘bourgeois paper “le Temps” of the 20th March,
and secordly, extracts from the speech of Skobelev in the State
Duma on the 14th (Ist) March which a Ziirich paper (“Neue
Ziiricher Zeitung” 21. 3.) reprints from a Berlin newspaper
(“Nationale Zeitung”). : v

The appeal. of the workers council is, unless its fext has
been distorted by the French imperialists, a remarkable do-
cument and shows that the Petrograd proletariat, at least
at the time of the issue of this appeal, was under the domi-
nating influence of petty bourgeois politicians. 1 recall the fact
that 1 include people of the type of Kerensky and Tcheidse,
as. I have already said, among this sort.

We find two political ideas in the appeal, and im accor- .
dance with them, two slogans.
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First of all, the appeal declares that the (new) govern-
ment consists of “moderate elements”. A peculiar, incomplete,
purely liberal and non-Marxist description. Even I am prepared
to recognise that now, after the completion of the first stage
ot the revolution, every government would have to be in a

certain sense — [ will explain this in my letter — “moderate”. .

It is, however, absolutely impermissible to conceal from oneself
and from the people that this government is in favour of the
continuation of the imperialist war, that it is an agent of
English capitalism, tfiat it wishes to rtestore the monarchy and
consolidate the domination of the capitalists and large land-
owners. o ‘

The appeal declares that all democrats must “support”
the new government and that the workers council has requested
and empowered Kerensky to take part in the provisional go-
vernment.. The conditions are: the carrying out of the pro-
mised reforms immediately, not waiting until the end of the
war; a guarantee for the freedom of the cultural development
(only “cultural”?) of all nationalities (a miserable cadet and
liberal programme!); and the formation of a committee to con-
trol the actions of the provisional government, this committee
to oonsist of representatives of the soviet iand the “military”.

We will consider this control committee which is connected
with the ideas and slogans of the second sort, further on.

The appointment of the Russian Louis Blanc, Kerensky
and the appeal to support the new government are, so to speak,
a dlassical exaiiple of the betrayal of the cause of the revo-
lution and the cause of the proletariat; treachery of the same
sort which was responsible for the deleat of a whole serics
of revolutions 'in the 19th century, quite independent of the

honesty ‘arid loyalty to socialism of the leaders and supporters.-

of such a policy. )

The proletariat cannot and must not support the govern-
ment of war, the government of restoration. The workers must
fight against the reaction and prepare themselves to repulse
the possible and even probable attempts of the Romanovs and
their friends to mobilise a counter-revolutionary army and re-
store the monarchy. They must not support Gutschkov and his
friends, but they must organise, develop and extend a prole-
tarian ‘milikia,” the people miust be armed under the leadership
of the workers. Without these most imporiant and fundamental
measiires it is useless to speak of any serious resistance to the

restoration of the monarchy or the attempts to withdraw or’

limit" the promised freedom. Without these most important and
fundamental measures it is impossible to take a determined
course to win bread, peace and freedom for the people.

If Tcheidse, who was a memiber of the first provisional go-
vernment with Kerensky (the Duma committee consisting of
thirteen members) really refrained from entering the second
provisional government from considerations such. as those set
out above, or similiar ones, then it does him honour. That
must be said openly. Unfortunately such an interpretation is
contradicted by other facts and above all by the speech of
Skobelev who has always gone hand in hand with Tcheidse.
Skobelev, if one can believe the source quoted, said “the sociai”
(? probably social democratic) “group of the workers has but
little contact” with the aims of the provisional government”,
that “the workers have concluded a temporary armistice with
society (that is, liberal 'society) although their political aims are
as far apart from those of society, as are the heavens from the
ea»nth”, that “the liberals must abandon their insane war aims
etc.”.

This speech is a perfect example of what we called in our
quotation from the “Social Democrat” a “vacillation” between
ithe bourgeoisie and the proletariat. The liberals will remain
liberals, and cannot “abandon” the “insane” war aims. These
aims do not depend upon them alone, but also upon Anglo-French
finance capital, this world dominating force which must be recko-
ned in hundreds of milliards. One must not attempt to “persuade”
the liberals, but rather to enlighten the workers, telling them
why the liberals have arrived in a blind alley, how it comes
that they are bound hand and foot, why they conceal the agree-
ments of Tsarism with England, and the agreements of Russian
capitalism with Anglo-French capitalism etc.

When Skobelev says that the workers have concluded some
sort a agreement with liberal society, without protesting against
it, without explaining to the workers from the Duma tribune
how damaging such an agreement must be for the workers,

then that means that he approves of the agreement. Such ap
proval, however, must in no case be given. :
The direct or indirect, clearly expressed or silent appro-
val by Skobelev of the agreement between the workers council
and the provisional government shows Skobelev’s tendency to-
wards the side of the bourgeoisie. Skobelev’s declaration that the
workers demand peace, that their aims are as far removed fromi
the aims of the liberals as heaven from earth is a tendency
of Skobelev towards the side of the proletariat. ‘
The second political idea of the appeal of the soviet of
workers deputies dealt with by us 1s purely proletarian, really
revolutionary and absolutely correct in its sense. I mean the
idea of the creation of a “control committee” (I don’t know
what this committee is called “in Russian, 1 am translating
freely from the French), the idea of control by the proletariat’
and the soldiers over the doings of the provisional government.
That is it that is worthy of the workers who have shed
their blood for freedom, peace and-bread! That is a real step
on the way towards real guarantees against Tsarism, against
the monarchy and against the monarchist Gutschkov, Lvov
and Co.! That is a sign that despite everything, the Russign
proletariat thas gone a step further than the French proletariat
in 1848 when it “empowered” Louis Blanc. That is a proof
that the instinct and the understanding of the proletarian masses
is not content to.be fobbed off whith declamations and pro-
mises, reforms and hopes of freedom, with the title of “a mri- -
nister empowered by the workers” and iall the rest ol the
futilities, but is seeking support where it is to be found, namely,
in the armed masses of the people organised and led by the
proletariat, by the class-conscicus workers. ‘ ‘
That is a step in the right direction, but only a first step.
If this “control committee” is to be a purely parliamentary
affair, an institution of a purely political type, that is to say, -
a commission which will “table questions” before the prowi- .
sional government and receive answers, then the whole affair
is only a game, and nothing more. :
But if this leads at all costs to the immediate creation
of a workers militia or workers defence corps . really repre-
senting the whole of the people, both men and women, which
will not only replace the overthrown and abolished police, but
will make it impossible for any constitutional-monarchist or

. democratic-republican government in Petrograd or. anywhere

else in Russia to re-establish it, then the progressive workers
of Russia are really advancing along the way leading to new
and great victories, leading to victory over the war and to the
practical carrying out of those slogans which, according to
newspaper reports, shone on the banners of the cavalry de-
monstating in Petrograd in the square before the state Duma:’
“Long live the Socialist Republics of all Countries!”

I will express my thoughts about this workers’ defence .
corps in my next letter. : .

I will try on the one hand to show that the formation of
such a militia, led by the workers and embracing the whole of
the people, iis the correct solution ol the tactical tasks of the
present peculiar transition period which the Russian (and the
international) revolution is experiencing, and on the other hand
I will try to show that this workers defence corps must in
order to be successful, first of all have an absolutely general
and mass character and really embrace the working population
of both sexes, and secondly, it must unite not merely its purely
police " functions, but also its general state functions with - its
military functions and must proceed to the control of social -
production and’ distribution. K

Chronicle of Events.
20th ‘March.

The provisional government orders the Tsar amd Tsarina
to be placed under guard.

The executive committee of the Petrograd soviet elects a
“liaison commission” to keep the sowviets informed concerning-
the :actions and intentions of the provisional government with
regard to the demands of the revolutionary people and to oon-
trol the activity of the governmen.

The Petrograd committee of the - Bolsheviki demands ithe
free access of all revolutionary agitators to the fromt and de-.
cides to address itself to the international proletariat through
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the socialist parties of all the belligerent countries with an
appeal o take up the revolutionary struggle against its oppres-
sors and to fraternise at the front with the revolutionary troops
-of the Russian democracy.

. The first number of the “Social Democrat” appears in Mos-
cow as the organ of the Moscow bureau of the Central Com-
mittee and of the Moscow Committee of the Bolsheviki.

The Central Committee of the Lettish social democracy takes
up connections with the Russian bolsheviki.

-Great workers, peasants and soldiers demonstrations in the
provinces.

21st March.

- The executive committee decides to arrest all members of
the Romanov family, to confiscate their property and to deprive
them of all civil rights.

A resolution with the following contents is adopted at
a mass meeting of workers and soldiers:

“1. The present provisional government does not re-
» t the interests of the people; 2. The Council of Wor-
kers and Soldiers Deputies must immediately depose this
provisional government of the liberal bourgeoisie -and de-
clare itself as provisional government.”

The United States of Amenica recognises the provisional
government. :

22nd March.

The executive committee of the Petrograd sowviet learns
that a tendency exists inside the provisional government to
permit the Tsar and his family to leave for England. The exe-
autive committee takes measures to prevent the departure of
the Tsar, giving as the reason that he could conspire against
the new order from abroad. The following agreement is com-
cluded ‘between the executive committee and the provisional
government upon the basis of special negotiations:

“1, The Tsar and his family may only leave the country
with the agreement of the provisional government and the
 soviets; ;
2. The family of the ex-Tsar will for the present be
held in confinement in Tsarskova Selo; the new compulsory
residence of the Tsar to be decided upon jointly by the
provisional government and the workers council. The latter
will despatch a special commissar to control the security
of the arrested.”

The bureau of the Central Cdmmimtee of the Bolsheviki E

-adopts a resolution declaring that the chief task of the ‘revo-
lutionary social democracy, now as before, is the transformation
of the present imperialist war, hostile to the people, into a
civil war. The practical tasks enumerated for this purpose are:
1. the establishing of connections with the proletariat and with
the revolutionary democracy in all the belligerent countries;
‘2. @ systematic fraternisation of the soldiers in the trenches
with the enemy; 3. the demonstration of the army at the front
and in the rear; 4. the support of the revolutionary movement
-of the people against the dominating class and its government
in all countries.

23rd March.

Conclusion of an agreement between the Petrograd soviet
and the Petrograd association of manufacturers providing for
the introduction of the .eight hour day, the election .of shop
councils and the setting up of committees of arbitration.

March 24th (March 11th old style).

Recognition of the Provisional Government by France, Eng-
land and Italy. The ceremonious diplomatic reception :in con-

nection with the recognition develops both through the speeches
of the French, English and Italian Ambassadors and through
Miljukov’s answering note into a demonstration for the con-
tinuation of the war “to a victorious end”. Miljukov stated,
among other things, that the forces which Russia might be able
to throw into the balance for the continuation of the war, had
been doubled by the revolution.

The Provisional Government announces fin a manifesto that
it recognises all the debts of the former Governmeut.

A meeting of the aristrocracy calls for a gathering of forces
round the Provisional Government, as this is the only power
which makes it its aim do defend the order of the State and
to carry on the war to a wvictorious end.

The Menshevist group “Unity” (Plechanov group) passes
a resolution to support the Provisional Government and to con-
tinue the war. One passage of the resolution runs:

“The world war was brought about by the predatory
aims of Austro-German capitalism and Junkerdom. The
proletariat of Belgium, France, England, Italy and Russia,
by defending their own countries, defend the interest of the
proletarian movement of all countries against an attack, thus
‘iwlfilling the best commands of the Intermational....”

March 25th (March 12th).

Abolition of the death penalty. i

The Provisionai Government resolves that the lands and
income of the ex-Tsar shall be confiscated in favour of the
State.

In Moscow a gigantic demonstration took place under the
slogans: “Long live the Constituent Assembly, the democratic
Republic, the eight hours’ day, long live peace, fraternisation

_among the peoples and international socialism!” The Bolshe-

viki used the demonstration to unmask the counter-revolutionary
character of the Provisional Government.

March 26th (March 13th).

Representatives of the all-Russian Peasant League call upon
the Provisional Government and the Petrograd Workers’ and
Soldiers Council, demanding that an all-Russian Peasant Coun-
cil be called at once. :

Negotiations between delegates of -the Executive Com-
mittee of the Petrograd Soviet and the Provisional Governmenut
with regard. to summoning the Constituent Assembly. It was

‘resolved to summon the Constituent Assembly at the latest in

the summer, regardless of the war.
‘ In Moscow, a strike was declared in some factories, be-
cause the employers declined to pay wages for the days of the

" revolution when work was stopped.
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