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May Day ‘1927.

By Ben‘netf.‘

First of May will be celebrated under the slogan war
against the war which has already been ‘started against revo-
lutionary. China and is being prepared against the U. S. S. R.

“1he Nanking bombardment may, to a_large extent, be
considered as a, beginning of the imperialist counter- revolu-
tionary war. |

The Nankung bombardment was not unexpeated.

Oiily fools could talntain that soldiers were sent to Chma
for the defence of women and:children; only 51mplet\ons coull
believe this legend. Soldiers were sent to China in order to
defend imperialist rule by force of arms and in order to resist
the victorious march of the revolutionary Chinese people.

Up to the Shanghai victory, the imperialists still hoped that
they would be able, by threats and false promises, to stave
off the onslaught of the Chinese revolution. Shanghai put an
end to these illusions. On the day when Shanghai was taken,
the “Dally Express” informed the world that the soldiers of
imperialism want to fight. The next day, the “Times” “predicted”
that dhe next 48 hours will decide as to whether peace is
possible. The “Times” considered the condition for peace with
the national government to be a violent crushing of the Shanghai

genéral strike' by the forces of the revolutxomary army. On
the eve of the Nanking bombardment the imperialist hirelings,
the Shaniung clique, “predicted” that the great powers will
retort in the event of a victory of the national armies  in
Nanking, in words of deadly weapons and machine-guns.

The condition of the “Times” was not fulfilled, the revolu-
tionary armies acted in coordination with the 1evo!unt10nary
proletariat of Shanghai, The Shanfung threats had no effect
and Nanking was taken by ihe revolutionary armies. The
result was a brutal and sanguinary destruction of one of the
chief cities of China,

The pogrom was perpetrated by the Anglo-American troops.
Prior to the Shanghai strike, the American imperialists hoped
they would be the successors of Great Britain in China. But
the general strike in Shanghai, which resulted in a victorious
armed rising, gave a warning to the whole world that the
Chinese revolution is developing in ils own way and not as
the capltallsts would have it.

Such is the force and magnitude of the 1mportance of the
Shanghai victory. The marauders still hope to drown this
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victory in blood. It is true that they have gigantic instruments
of destruction at their disposal. However, they will not be
able to turn the wheel of history.

The very day that the imperialists united in order to crush
revolutionary China, the Chinese revolution became the cause
of the toilers of the whole world.

In Moscow and Calcutta, in Paris and Berlin, in London
and in New York, the Chinese revolution is considered as a
proud and courageous challenge to imperialism and capitalism.

May Day will be transformed into a day for the beginning
of active and militant support fo the revolution of the millions
of Chinese people who truly display marvellous courage.

‘May Day has come down to us as a day of struggle
against imperialist war. In face of the imperialist war which
-has already begun, we will transform that day into the be-
ginning of a war against war.
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May Day has come down to us as the day of struggle
against capitalist slavery. In face of the plunderers who aspire
to wipe the only proletarian State, the first Socialist Govern-
ment off the face of the earth, we will convert the first of May
into a day for the mobilisation of all toilers of the world for
active defence of the U. S. S. R.

The imperialists smashed Nanking in retaliation of the
Shanghai victory. Complete victory of the Chinese revolution
will be the retaliation of the army of labour to the imperialist
war.

Under the slogans:
Long live the complete victory of the Chinese Revolution!

Long live the U. S. S. R.! ‘
Long live the Social Revolution!

we will transform May Day into a mighty demonstration of
the army of labour against imperialism and militarism.

The First of May 1927 and the War Danger.

By Robert Minor.

As the first of May, of 1927, approaches, and as the
conscious workers of the world make ready for their annual
demonstrations in the revolutionary proletarian cause and against
capitalist war, — the flames of imperialist war are flickering
at many corners of the world.

Enormous fleets of warships and large military forces are
concentrated in the harbours and rivers of China to make war
against the Chinese people; the heavy guns have already fired
on Nanking, the troops of.the imperialists have already passed
from the forms of “peace-time” aggression into the forms of
active warfare against China.

The military scenes in China are not isolated phenomena
in a world otherwise peaceful. In Indomesia the bloody sup-
pression of the discontented masses occurred but a few weeks
ago. lhe military aggression of the United States against the
constitutional government of Nicaragua was only the beginning
of a new series of actions against the sovereignty of a score
of Latin-American republics, the governments of five of which
have already been overthrown by the imperialist robber-govern-
ment of North Alrica; and now the planned military manoeuvres
on the Mexican border will be the logical connecting link
with future events which lead towand an imperialist war against
all of Latin-America. .

But even this does not begin to sum up the menace of war
of the present; the rotting British Empire, whose imperialists
are struggling in four quarters of the world to hold its timbers
together, passes not a single month in which the question of
precipitating a war of conquest in order to escape disintegra-
{ion is not in the minds of the ruling class. In the Balkans the
question of war between Italy and Jugoslvia may mean the
question of world war; while the inflamed imperialist puppets
of Roumania, acting for the bigger imperialists of the west,
act the part of provocateur against the Soviet Republic of the
workers.

Was the first of May, 1914, dccompanied by anything like
so great evidence of impending imperialist slaughter?

We can make the comparison with May, 1914. But the
comparison is incomplete and inadequate. What is the tremen-
dous difference? In 1927 the threat of war looms over a world
in which one sixth of the earth is firmly in the possession of
the revolutionary proletariat, and another twelith part of the
world containing nearly a fourth of the earth’s population, is
in the grip of a revolution in which the proletariat plays the
leading role; — this is a world in which capitalism has passed
its zenith and is throwing all of its force of destruction into the
struggle to maintain and reestablish itself.

The monstrous provocation in Peking, in which every rule
of diplomatic immunity was violated by agents of the big im-
perialist powers, shows the direction of the plans of aggression.

The imperialists recognise that the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics is the stronghold of the working class of the world,
the hope of the exploited peasants of all capitalist countries, and
the natural and inevitable ally of all struggling peoples of
colonial and semi-colonial lands. The imperialists are ready fo
plunge the entire world into a blood-bath never before ex-
perienced — not even in the world-war of 1914 — in order to
maintain the system of exploitation of workers and peasants and
colonial peoples and to destory if possible the only free nation
of workers and peasants which exists — the Soviet Union.
They seek to destroy the Chinese revolution, and to do this
they- wish to strike at the obstacle to all such attacks — the
Soviet Union.

War is in the air on this May Day. Yet we see on all
sides the increase of activities of the imperialist masters’
servants, the social-democratic traitors in the ranks of the
working class, seeking everywhere to induce the workers to
sleep, not to see the intentions of their enemies; everywhere the
prattle of peace and submission is spread by the Second Inter-
national and the Amsterdam International of social betrayal.
And everywhere the flunkies of imperialism, in the name of
socialism, are busy preparing the way for the attack on the
Soviet Union with slanders and lies.

In every land the working class has a huge task this May
Day in demonstrating its readiness to play its heroic part;
everywhere the conscious workers must redouble their energy
in reaching the masses with the message of the revolutionary
workers’ movement. Oppose the capitalist war-plans! Demon-
strate the protest of the workers of the world against the cri-
minal plans of the imperialists! Expose the criminal intentions
against the Chinese Revolution and against the workers’ Soviet
Russia! Fight against your capitalist government’s efforts to
plunge the masses again into a blood bath — and be ready
to do your revolutionary part to secure the defeat of your own
capitalist government in the war when it comes. The imperialist
war of 1914 which involved nearly all the world, was, in one-
sixth of the world, changed into a civil war between the classes,
for the liberation of the workers and peasants. The coming war
which will be larger than the past, must be met with a courage
and energy equal to that which the Russian workers and peasants
showed in 1917. ‘

Down with the imperialist war!
Long live the Revolution of the workers and peasants!
Long live the Chinese Revolution!

Long live the workers’ and peasants’ Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics!

Long live the Communist International!
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The Main Stages in the History of the First of May.

By Friedland.

. The history of the May Day celebration is very instruc-
tive. The history of May first is the history of the struggle of
tendencies in the ranks of the international proletariat. It is the
history of the development and collapse of the II. Interpational.
It is the history of its transformation from the revolutionary
vanguard of the conscious proletariat into a pillar of capitalism
and bourgeois rule.

At the Paris Congress in 1889, the representatives of the
French syndicates proposed that May First be recognised as an
international proletarian holiday. May First was to be a day of
demonstration when the demands for an 8-hour working day
and for extemsive social labour legislation were to be advanced.
May First was to be a day of rest, i. e, a day when the workers
of all countries stopped their work. The last paragraph of
that resolution read: “The workers of the various countries
onganise their demonstrations in accordance with the given
conditions of the given countries”. This was the starting point
which gave rise to an opportunist interpretation of that reso-
lution in the immediate future.

In 1890 and 1891, the preparations for May Day were re-
garded by the bourgeoisie as the approach of the ferrible
moment — the social revolution. But the Social Demoarats were
proud of the fact that May Day passed by quietly. To them
this quietude demonstrated the strength of the labour move-
ment. May Day began to play a new role which consisted in
drawing the balance of the successes of the organised labour
movement, Such was the first period in the history of the
celebration. of May Day. The Paris Congress which was held
under the slogan of social revolution ascribed to May Day
a definite fighting character. But soon aiter that a struggle
ensued in the ranks of the I International for the adaption of
May Day to the interests of the peacefully growing mass labour
movement, That was the second period in the history of May
Day. At the Zurich Congress in 1893, the delegates had to
record that in most of the countries and particularly in Ger-
many, the May Day celebrations are being celebrated on the
first Sunday in May, and that everywhere there is an incli-
nation to avoid conilicts with the capitalists and the capitalist
governments, and that May Day is assuming the character
of an ordinary bourgeois holiday. The revolutionary wing of
that Congress declared war against such an interpretation of
the resolution of 1889. No other than Victor Adler appealed to
the Germans to fulfil their revolutionary duty. He was opposed
by A. Bebel. The speaker insisted on preserving the purely class
nature of May Day and on repudiating any attempt to convert
May Day into a day for conciliation with the bourgeois paci-
fists and reformists. He proved that if there is no possibility to
celebrate May Day in Germany, it is the duty of the Social
Democrats to fight to bring about such possibilities. May First is
a day when the energy of the proletariat must be stimulated for
the struggle — such was the fundamental idea of Victor Adler.
That is why he demanded not only the realisation of the reso-
lution of 1889, but that it should be carried even still further.
He declared: “If we will not go forward then May Day will
lose its significance”.

What where Bebel’s objections? He insisted on the right
of the individual Socialist Parties to decide for themselves as
to the forms and methods of organising May Day demon-
strations. He maintained that a decision to give May Day a
revolutionary character will lead to increased unemployment and
repressive measures. Thousands of workers thrown out into the
streets, the organisations will be destroyed, the leaders will
be imprisoned. Particularly will this affect the railroad and
telegraph workers, — in short all those who are employed in
government enterprises. The Ziirich Congress arrived at a
compromise between Adler and Bebel. Adler proposed the
approval of the resolutions of the former congresses on May
Day and that it be obligatory for all workers to stop wor-
king on that day. “To the extent that the conditions in the
various countries will make May Day demonstrations possible
such demonstrations should be held and they should serve as
a demonstration of the firm will of the working class to destroy
the class distinctions by means of a social revolution and thus

enter upon the true path in line with the workers of the world
and international peace” Bebel insisted on eliminating the
words “social revolution” from the resolution. The words were
deleted and replaced by “social transformation”. He insisted -
categorically on giving every Socialist Party the right to de-
cide on the question of the May Day celebrations. This was
the triumph of opportunism, the fruits of which were reaped
during the next few. years. ‘

We do not intend to follow the development of May Day
step by step. We want to mention only the fact that during
this second period, the first resolution was not merely sub-
jected to opportunist interpretation, but what is more important,
it was entirely ignored. In 1908 ‘it could have been definitely
stated that the Social Democrats have robbed May Day of
its revolutionary spirit. Karl Kautsky wrote in 1909: “May Day
is a child of pain of our Party which can neither live nor
die”. Some revisionists declared in “Sozialistische Monatshefte”
that: “There is no pleasure in writing about the first of May”.
For the opportunists it was fashionable to ignore the reso-
lutions of May Day and a German delegate from Czecho-
Slovakia said, in defending the existence of separate. trade
union organisations at the Copenhagen Congress in 1910 that,
“the resolution about May Day is not enforced by anyone and
no one even takes any notice of it”.

Nevertheless, May Day prior to the war, although it was
not celebrated in a revolutionary spirit, was a day of struggle.
The very fact that it was recognised as a proletarian holiday
was a demonstration for the 8-hour working day and for peace
and for international solidarity. During the war, the Social
Democratic Parties became parties of the class truce and they
repudiated the celebration of May Day. Only smail groups
of revolutionaries stil continued to celebrate it, endeavouring
to draw into the May Day struggles the working masses against
their governments and against their socialist traitors.

In Germany, Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht,
people who prior to the war defended the revolutionary signi-

.ficance of May Day, and in Russia the Bolsheviks lived up to

the resolution of the Ziirich Congress of 1895.

With the termination of the war, the lourth period in the
history of May Day sets in. Here and there the victorious
“revolution” in the West aftempted to legalise, May Day as a
national holiday. This was done although the propertied classes
were left with economic power in their hands. What could
have been the result of such a policy? Let us say Mussolini
ordered the Prefects to declare April 21 a day of celebration
of the “Foundation of Rome”. This was a move to destroy the
May Day celebrations. The same thing was done in Poland.
Buf this, it would seem did not depend on the Social Demo-
crats. It is true the latter did all in their power to strengthen
the Fascist dictatorship in Europe and did a good deal in
liquidating the “socialist ministries”. Now it could no longer
be a question of proclaiming May Day a legal national holiday.

Have the Social Democrats, as a result yaodorpted May Day
as a revolutionary holiday, as was fixed in the resolutions of
the Congresses of the II. International?

It is characteristic of the fourth period of the history
of May Day that not only the forms and methods of celebrating
May Day were distorted. May Day was declared on an inter-
national scale as a day of struggle for the 8hour working
day and as a demonstration of international solidarity of the
proletariat and its readiness “to destroy class differentiations
through social transformation”, i. e.. the social revolution.
Even Bebel who proposed to delet¢ the last words only had
in mind the preservation of the externally legal character of
the resolution and not the departure from the revolutionary
class struggle. How does it stand with regard to the May Day
celebrations as they have been established by revolutionary
traditions?

Let us take the struggle for the 8-hour day. The resolution
of the Marseilles Congress of the Il Internatiomal in August
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1925, on the 8-hour day says' that the 8-hour day should be
recognised in principle and . that it should be brought into
effect in conjunction with the ratification of the Washington
Convention. The Marseilles Congress formulated the following
ethical platitude: “Every state which signed the Versailles Treaty
is morally obliged to legalise the 8-hour working day”. it de-
mands that the States which have not ratified the Washington
Convention' should do so without delay. May Day was con-
sidered a day of struggle for the '8-hour working day which
was fo be brought into effeot as a result of the class struggle.
The yellow Socialist International transforms the Versailles
Peace Treaty into a “moral source” for social reforms.

The Marseilles. Congress also adopted a resolution on “the
struggle for peace” in the same spirit as that on the 8-hour
day. lhe Socialist International sanctioned the League of Na-
tions and declared it an instrument of peace.

The activities of the II. Internationz2l serve as an excellent
illustration as to what they understand May Day to be. We see
their attitude to the recent miners’ lockout and to the events
in China. In all the great class conflicts, the Furopean Social
Democrats declined to render their international aid to the
toilers and .revolutionary masses of the struggling people. Their
attitude to Soviet Russian is another illustration as to what
the Social Democrats understand by international proletarian
solidarity. :

But the most striking peculiarity of the fourth period in
the history of May Day is the rise of the revolutionary cele-
brations in the U. 8, S. R. The Social Democrats usually de-
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clare that May Day is in the Soviet Union a national legal
holiday and that hence’ it has lost its revolutionary significance.
This is a lie. In Russia, May First has become a national
holiday of the victorious working people. It has refained its
revolutionary character in the first place because it serves
as a mighty demonstration of international solidarity with the
fighting p.oletariat of all countries. This solidarity does not
remain platonic solidarity. It is accompanied by action. The
British, strike and the Chinese revolution are the best proof
of that. But the May Day celebrations have preserved their revo-
lutionzry spirit in Russia thanks to the uninterrupted struggle
for peace of the Soviet Union. Such peace is possible only with
the victorious revolutionary movement in the East and in the
West. May Day in Russia is a day when the balance of
socialist construction is struck. This is the new creative revo-
lutionary element which the last decade in the history of May
Day has jntroduced. Such was the nature of May Day in Russia
during the battles at the front, during the national “Satur-
dayings”, ani such is its nature in the struggle for the in-
dustrialisation of the country. . )

Such, in brief, are the main stages in the history of May
Day. It was proclaimed as a day-of international class struggle
and it was later transformed by the Social Democrats into a
bourgeois boliday. The Communist International following. the
traditions of the revolutionary mass labour movement, resurrects
May Day as a revolutionary holiday which is fo serve as a
demonstration in favour of the 8-hour working day and as a
firm express‘on of the will of the working class to do away
with class distinctions by means of the social revolution.

May First and the Si‘ruggle for the Eight Hour Day.

By W. Demar.

How does the fmestion of the eight-hour day stand om

May 1, 1927, i. e. 38 years after .its proclamaiion by the Inter--

national Socialist Congress as a May Day slogan of the prole-
tariat? )

The eight-Hour day has become a reality. This is a fact. -

However, the eight-hour day has not yeat ceased to be a
slogan of the international labour movement. On the contrary,
on May 1st, 1927, it is one of the most vital demands and the
object of the acute struggles of the working class.

The eight-hour day became ‘the legal working day almost
in all large caritalist countries soon wafter the victory of the
October Revolution in Russia. Moreover, in 1919, the Washing-
ton Convention declared in favour of the eight-hour day which
meant that the eight-hour working day was to be recognised
on an international scale. NG

What is the situation at the present time?

In Germany 50%, or over, of the industrial and transport
workers work more than eight howrs a day, and more than
48 hours a week. In the most important branches of industry
such as the metal industry, ship-building, and machine-construc-
tion, the working day has been lengthened to 9, 10 and even
12 hours (the Ruhr metal industry).

" Side by side with the lengthening of the working day on
ithe basis of emergency laws following upon the inflation period
_and the tariff convention, Germany has iniroduced unlimited
over-time work and, in most cases, overiime is paid at the re-
gular rates of wages. The German miners work 8 hours and
more in the mines which means that even for this form of
‘work the 9—10 hour day has been introduced as well as in
the factonies. o

In Great Britain the miners lost their 7-hour day only last
year. In other industries such as machine construction and
ship building industries, the eight-hour day has been subjecied
to the attack of the bosses for the last five years, on the ground
that without lengthening the working day, they cannot com-
pete whith Germany and the other countries. In Italy Mussolini
1s preparing fo legalise the 9-hour working day, although the

actual 8-hour day has been violated under Fascist rule for a
long time. : .

In France, the currency stabilisation period signified the
beginning of an intensive attack on ithe part-of the capitalists
against the workers. The workers of the metallurgical .and coal
indusiries were the first ones to suffer the consequences. The
Comité des Forges has been agitating for a long time in favour
of the abolition of the 8-hour day. The French bourgeoisie
petitioned the government as far back as 1924, passing resolu-
tions in which they demanded the abolition of the 8-hour day.

In Switzerland, in spite of the national referendum (1924)
in which a majority voted for the 8-hour day, the 52—54 hour
week is in operation. : :

It is not necessary tfo enumerate all countries and all
methods by which the working day has been lengthened. One
thing is certain, and that is that nowhere except in the U, 8. S, R,
is the eight-hour working day guaranteed to the working class.

Such are the adis. A

Capitalist society is fighting for the consolidation of the
existing order. Its lorces are engaged in. an open class war
(the . recent lockout of the British miners) and in securing
through refined methods the production of surplus value for
the bourgeoisie. We have in mind here the rationalisation of
capitalist production, and as an example we take conlemporary
Germany.

One of the forms of rationalisation is the mechanisation
of the internal factory transportfation, the elimination of simple
machines and the introduction of automatic machinery, the
organisation of scientific management, etc.

The highest form of automatic transportation is the cou-
veyor. Work on the conveyor intensifies the working day to
a maximum capacity. An eight-hour day on the conveyor system’
and the system of shiftables and furnaces undermiines the
workers’ organism. In this respect it must be stated that in
many cases (the number of which is rapidly increasing) the
demand of the eighf-hour day does not fully correspond with
the conditions of industry at the present. time. There is no
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eight hour day now but even the eight hour day is too long.
The worker now needs the six, or seven hours day, or an
eight- hour day with two breaks.

More than a year ago the workers put up their demands
in the rationalised factories for the 7-hour day. These demands
are reflected in the slogan of the Communist 'arty of Germany
in favour of the 42-hour week in the rationalised factories. The
first demand of the Berlin metal workers is the 46> hour week.

Are there any incongruities in this respect? Can we demand
a working day shorter than eight hours if there is no eight
hour day? Consistency in slogans is of course very important,
but the trouble is that here is no “consistency’ in capitalist
rationalisation. The iniensive process of rafionalisation ds ac-
companied by the introduction of the 9—10 hour working day.

* g ¥

If on May 1Ist, 1927, we are faced with a “deficit” in the
loss of the eight- hour day in some countries ani {he absence
of any security concerning the eight-hour day in others, we
miist’ blame the reformists for- the stuaiion.

Did not the German Trade Union Federation agree in
1924 to a temporary prolongation of the working day? Since
the German bourgeoisie got full power into its. hanis, the
working class is beginning to realise the role of the Soval
Democrats in the development of the German Republic. The
German Trale Union ,Federation, as well as the -cther re-
formist unions, have done nothing to restore the eight-hour day.

They have now raised the question, of the eight- ‘hour day,
but the capi'alists are defending the law adopied in, 1924 with
the assistance of the Social Democrats and the reforny’st unions.
The reformisis of all countries adopt resolutions annually, ani
somefimes more than once a year, in which they reiterate the
ratification of the Washington Convention. Albert Thomas tra-
velled from country to country urging the governments to
ralify the Washington Convention. This comedy has been golng
on for the last six years and is surely not yert finished. No
government watts to ratify it

The Social Democrats sﬁand for progress nof[ only in
questions appertaining to the class struggle of the proletariat.
The Social Democrats support in every way the -Fordisauion,
and .in.genenal, the Americanisation of European industry. 'Lhe
Social Lemocrais are.-in .favour of capitalist rasonalisation
without reservauions. At the same time .he Social Democrats
conlinue to “light” for the 8-hour working day by proving to
the capitalists ihat a worker is more proiuc.tlve in.an &-hour
working - day than if he works more than 8 hours. This . of
course 1s true. But onmly insofar as it does not effect modern
rationalisation under which the speed of the worker does not
depend on his will but on the mechanism introduced by the
administration.

Under the present conditions the capitalist is not much
concerned about the mood of. his worker, as -they say in
Germany the. Lust zur Arbeit of the worker. And therefore: the
more capitalist. rationalisation develops, the less convincing to
the capi.alisis are the otherwise. absolufely correct COfL.&1 1o0S
that the worker works better if his working day is shor.er.
The Social Democrats leave fo put it rmldly this circumstance
out of consideration.

Summarising the’ present situation,’ awe must conclu‘de that
the present -state of aftairs 1n mdus.try is characterised by un-
paraileled arbitrariness on the part of the caplhahsts in - hxung
the workmg day. = "

‘ In Germany there s - n»o reguLar workmg day jin many of
the large en.erprises. Ihe ‘working .day beg.ns at 3, 4, 5 or
6 o'clock in :the morning and ends for the various groups. at
a different time. One week they . work 54—60 hours anl the
_next week only 20-—24 hours, and the workers naiuraliy rre*cexve
wages only for the hours they.have actually worked, ‘there .is.
side by side with " |the ‘increase of unemployment, falsq.an .in-
‘crease in the amount of overtlme work.

*This: arbitrari iness of the manufacrturers in. fixing the;wou k-
“ing!’ day dxsorg'amsefs" evefy form “of soici ac) widy in. the
“Tactorties.” Such” arbitrariness is. ‘possibly qnly
“placency” of the ‘reformist trade “uhions; ‘as”in"a Hactory’ where
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the workers are thoroughly organised and have a strong
factory committee the manufacturers are not in a posidion fo
man. ulae wewr workers and their time, at random.

The slogan of the Chicago revolutionaries of 1886 and of
the International Socialist Congress of 1889 is thus in full
force in 1927. But the struggle for its realisation is proceeding
in a new anl under a very complicated situation. The struggle
for the 8-hour working day, and in general the struggle for
a shorter working day, must inevitably become a siruggle
against capitalist stabilisation. And not in capitalist Europe
alone does the struggle for the 8-hour working day lead the
working class on to new positions and bring it face to face
with problems of the class struggle in its widest aspect. The
slogan of the proletariat of the old capitalist counfries has
already become the slogan of the hundreds and thousands and
millions of fhe Chinese proletariat. Having risen jo ! ‘ly with
the other classes in the ‘struggle against imperialism, the
Chinese workers have already advanced their own deman:ls,
which are also our international +demands. The Chinese do
n>t want to-and they will not work 14—16 hours a day. They
do not want to work even 12 hours a day. They demand the
8- hJur working day at least in the large capitalist enterprises.

Our slogans were never as much international” and they
were never as concrete in the eyes of the broad masses of
the world proletariat — from Shanghai to New York, and from
London to Cape Town — as lthey are to-day.

The broad masses have been brought into action. The
capitalists still succesd in thrusting back the workers’ attacks
only because the workers are unarmed and because they aot
in iso'atel defachments. Whatever international ‘support is
given, it comes in spx,te of the reformist trade union movement,
and in spite of the Social Democrats.

The organisations of the working class, which are the
workers’ instruments in their struggle, are paralysel by wre-
formism. The relormist unions do not want to fight. The ca-
pitalists continue to intensify the attack on the workers. They
are matffonalising not only industrv, but also the methods of
coun’er-acting the action of the working class. They send armies
of spies end yellow strike-breakers into the factories with the
help of whom they control every move of the worker and know
every word the worker utters. They ferrorise the workers. and
endevour fo scatter their ranks by bribes and through the
creation of various organisations, etc. The canitalists create by
this me2ns huge funis ani concentrate their forces in the for-
mation of frusds anid even in internatiomal ‘trusts (lhe steel
trust). ‘

What do ihe reformist trade unmion leaders and Social
Demnerats un’ertake in oprosition o this canita’ist mobi'i-
sation? Thev do n~‘hing excert fhat they avmeal to the Inter-
nationa! Labour Office of the League of Nations ani issue
meanvnqless slogans. That is why we must point ot to the
working masses on the Ist of May 1927, the necessity of re-
organisiri~ the workers’ organisations ani adopt them fo the
new conditions of struggle. '

Such reorganisation is possible only in direct omposftion to
the reformists.. We can attain true international soli”arity only
in confict- with in‘erhational reformism. The Communists of all
count'ries must intensify their struggle for the cature of the
trade wniecns. This is one of the most important tasks at the
present time.

The 1st of May this -year w111 wn’mess a shvarp conflict
in Germiany on the question of the working day; 800.000 metal
workers- will -have to choose an May 1Ist as $o. whe'her they -
wish .to continve to. work under- the arbitrary terms of their

‘bosses who went to prolong the working day (from 9—10 hour's)

or whether they prefer to enter .upon a rdetermmed struugle for
1he~1r demanis ot a- shorter working day.

Unier 'he s‘ogan of true’ um‘ern»altmn,a.l s,oli"'ﬁrlty, undler ’ohe
slogan of fighling ‘unity. of the workers ,of all-_couniries, ‘we

“will demonstrate our forces on the st of May this year. Various

seotions of the proletariat will. have' to, launch upon 'a.decisive
struggie not five or ten years from now, but one or.two. days

fter “the May Day . -demonsér tions. Let, us be ready for .a
‘ssans pi tha Br;ilsh

T

ed struggle, Let us. remember, ';h P
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Working Women, Prepare for the First of May!

By G. G. L. Alexander.

This year we look to the first of May amidst the fiery sig-
nals presaging the beginning of the fresh murderous wars to be
thrust on the peoples, amidst the bombardment of defenceless
gowns and villages by the warships of the imperialist powers
assembled around the coasts of China, and our thoughts for the
May celebration broaden into a realisation of the world
historical interests involved, a realisation of the necessity of
stamping this international socialist festival once and for all
with the indelible impress of its original significance as an
intern.tional flighting day, as a day upon which the whole
of the revolutionary forces of the proletariat and of the workers
are gathered together against the imperialist powers. The fight
is against imperialist war, against the oppression of the colonial
peoples, against world imperialism which is bringing up its
artillery against China, and against the strongest fortress of
the international proletariat, Soviet Russia.

‘Lhe first of May festival in 1927 must bear the clear and
unmistakable character of a day upon which the world prole-
tariat musters its forces agamnst the international front of
imperialism. This was the significance given this anniversary
at the time of its establishment as the first international prole-
farian festival in 1889, and this character must be maintained.
The first of May, which was intended to be a strike day, a
day upon which all work ceased the world. over in defiance of
the employers, has become a signboard, a grey milestone on
the road of remembrance of all the weaknesses of the II. Inter-
national, a reminder of the ‘insidious treachery of reformism
in the years belore the war, of its open treachery at the time
ol the outbreak of the war, and of the despicable compact made
by the II. International with the intensified bloodsucking of the
imperialism of today.

Precisely at the present time it is as well to remember the
past sins of the II. International, for at the present juncture it
is of the utmost importance for the organised fighting workers,
and for the steadily growing army of women workers joining
in common cause with them, to gather together in an efficient
fighting front all along the line, to crush the serpent of re-
formism and betrayal of the working class, and to put an end
to the work of reformist destruction and undermining of the
- Hghting front. .

We must cast back our thoughts to the Party Conferences
of the decade before the war in Germany, when the question of
stopping work on the first of May, and the question of the
mass strike, were under continual discussion (Jena, Magdeburg).
At that time the revolutionary goats could already be clearly
distinguished from those reformist sheep who shirked the May
,strike in their fear of lockouts, of trouble with the police,
of the terrible eventuality of bloodshed, and argued that more
was lost than gained by celebrating the anmiversary. Who does
not remember the excitement before every first of May: will the
wheels stand still? Will there be demonstrations, or merely an
afternoon promenade to the anniversary meeting? Which of the
young people who went, filled with great expectations, to_these
Philistine May celebrations, did not return home disappointed?
How often it happened that the slogans issued by the revo-
lutionary elements in the Party were pushed aside and the
position of the reformists strengthened by the policy of the
trade union. leaders, and their declarations against the stoppage
of work for the peaceful spring anniversary.

It was the Second International Con‘erence of socialist
~ women in Copenhagen in 1910 which protested, under the

leadership of Clara Zetkin, against the tame May promenade
of the reformists, and organiesd an international fighting day
of the proletariat, the International Women’s Day. The
slogans issued by this Conference went out into the war-laden
atmosphere of that time, precisely as our slogans go forth
today against imperialist war, against the madness of arma-
ments, for legislation for the protection of the workers, above
all against capitalism, against the bourgeois state of society as
an economic anl social regime.

The “Gleichheit”, the leading organ of the working women
at that time, awakened the proletarian women out of their
petty bourgeois resignation to the “God-willel” order of the
class state, and pointed out to them the path the Russian pro-

letariat did not fear to tread, although Tsarism dictated very
different penalties for the observance of the red first of May
than the mere “lockouts” of the Western countries. Prison,
penal servitude, banishment, flogging, and bloody oppression
were the Tsarist replies to the May demonstrations.

In the West of the Tsar’s empire, in the Polish districts
with their advanced industrial proletariat, the workers went
into the streets year after year on the first of May, though there
was bloodshed every time. And the women always went with
them — in 1900 three young working women marched bravely
at the head of the procession. When in 1907 in Petersburg the
metal workers of the Obuchov steel casting works downed tools
on 1, May, and the soldiery were called out against them, it
was the women workers of the neighbouring card factory who
helped the comrades, and barricaded themselves in the card
factory with the workers, Among the 37 workers brought up
for trial on this occasion, there were 2 young working women
who received long sentences of penal servitude.

Gaol, knout, and blood could not suppress the celebration
of 1. May in Tsarist Russia. On the contrary, it assumed ever
greater proportions, and took the form of a mass action in
every part of the country, prepared under a thousand dangers.
In 1905 the mass action merged into revolution, in Warsaw the
demonstration of the hundred thousand ended in a blood bath.
But all the greater was the mass movement and the enthusiasm
in 1906 and 1907. And even the defeat of the revolution of
1905, and the increased oppression following it, could not
crush the first of May...

After this heroic past, the victorious Russian proletariat
has been able to celebrate the 1. May for 10 years, since 1917,
as a radiant and glorious festival of triumphant revolution,
and of the steady advance to the realisation of the socialist
order. .

It has taken international imperjalism 10 years, since the
great bloodletting of the Great War with its resultant economic
crises, to arrange its camp, torn and divided by conflicting
interests and greeds, into one united front against the growing
international forces of the revolutionary proletariat. World
imperialism is reopening its attack at the point where its
interests are most seriously endangered: in the seething crater
of world revolution in the midst of the most promising exploi-
tation territory — China. The path through this flaming front of
world révolution is the path to the heart of revolution: red
Russia. The Russian proletariat hears the distant thunder of the
cannon at Nanking, and prepares, in its 10th year of successful
revolution, for a May Day of struggle, of sympathy and support
lent by its millions to the Chinese people fighting for their
freedom, of protest against the bloody encroachments of the
British imperialists.

The eyes, the thoughts, and the deeds of the m'llions of
workers of the world must turn to the warships in the “quiet”
waters of the “pacific” Ocean — the name alone is. a scathing
comment on the “pacific” front of Locarno.

The warships threaten not only China. It is of little im-
portance whether the Powers are more or less in agreement
with- one another at the present moment. They will agree with
one another soon enough, and the more easily where the wo.kers
are disunited. But in one point the capitalists are always agreed,
and that is in their economic tactics, in their methods of sta-
bilisation at the expense of the proletariat, in their organisation
of every available force and means for the ever increasing ex-
ploitation of the working class. This is felt only foo well by
the workers of the whole world. Working time and working
power are being robbed all over the world; the eight hour day
has practically ceased to exist, either in England or Germany,
Poland or Czechoslovakia. And it is the women — data from
Poland and Germany prove this — who suifer even more than
the men, and cheap female labour is being more and more
exploited in overtime, and even night work.

The role of executioner of the working class, so long played
by Tsarism in Russia, has been taken up today by international
Fascism, working in the service of international imperialism.
Perverted justice, torture, imprisonment, and the gallows; these
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are the pillars supporting the imperialist state governments in
the countries bordering the Workers' State, from the Balkans
to Finland. The victims are innumerable women and destitute
children. The same methods as are employed in Italy are being
employed in other countries, where positions already won by the
workers are being torn from them by force. In other countries,
as Germany, England, France, and America, the methods of the
secret political organisation, of imprisonment, of the “dry
Fascism”, of political suppression and deprivation of the right
to speak or hold meetings, and of the robbery of all social
protection and elementary human rights, no longer suffice, as
may be seen from the recent bloody attacks upon peaceful de-
monstrations in Berlin, The claims laid before Parliament in
Germany and France last year by the proletarian women of
these countries, for the social protection of mothers and children,
were rejected.

The social reformists have been the accomplices of the
imperialists and Fascists in all these measures for the oppres-
sion and political suppression of the broad masses.

Théy acted as accomplices when they helped to spread
the pacifist illusions as to the “peace policy” of the League
of Nations. Again, it has been the women who have most easily
fallen victims fo these illusions. The International Women’s
Conference of the ILInternational, held at Marseilles in 1925
at the time of the war in Morocco, did not utter a single word
of protfest -against this fresh mass murder, so that even their
general international protest against war practically amounted
to an expression of approval of this imperialist murder, and
to a drawing back from the civil war of the revolutionary pro-
letariat. During the course of the campaign for the International
Co-operative Conference, the International Co-operative Women'’s
Guild, under the leadership of the social democrats Emmy
Freundlich (Austria) and Hanna Enfield (England), sent out a
resolution which has now been circulating in the world for
half a year, addressed to the League of Nations and proposing
to mobilise women against war — but entirely forgetting to
protest against the English intervention in China or the agita-
tion against the Soviet Union.

And the reformists have again become the accomplices of
the bourgeoisie, as they have become the murderers of the

Chinese people, in their refusal to accede to our demand that
the workers should be called upon to prevent the transport of
woops and munitions to. China.

It is our task, for the coming 1. May, to mobilise the broad
masses of the working women in the fight against the criminal
attitude adopted by the reformists in every vital question con-
cerning the proletariat. We must make clear to the women the
causes of their exploitation, of their poverty, of the deprival
of their rights, and of the connection between their fate and
that of their millions of sisters and brothers in China and in
all the colonies under the imperialist yoke. In these far coun-
iries, in the plantations and textile faciories, our old May day
demands of 1889 are as imperative as in the centres of European
industry: the elementary demands for political rights, for the
eight hour day, for equal political and economic rights for
women, for social protection. These are the demands whose
complete realisation in the Soviet Union was recently proclaimed
to the world by the celebration of victory held by the working
women on 8. March. And for us, too, the fulfilment of these

" demands is only possible if we openly acknowledge our deadly

hostility to capitalism and reformism, if we give will and
impulse to the working men and women to active struggle and
resistance against the war policy and war preparations of the
imperialists, to an actual and united adherence to the slogan
of: Not one ship, not one cannon or weapon for the imperialists,
to China or to Soviet Russia, refusal to work in the munition
factories, refusal to transport ammunition, refusal to aid in
surrounding the Worker’s State with enemies, refusal to pay
a penny in taxes for the financing of mass murder; and on the
other hand the mustering of every force and means available to
a united and class-conscious proletariat in support of Soviet
Russia, the sole State in which equal rights for women have
actually been realised, the home of the women worker, and
in support of the struggle for emancipation of the Chinese
workers,

It is only if our fight is directed towards this goal that we
can hope to fulfil our old May day demands to reconquer
those positions which the world proletariat has already paid
so much blood to win, and to pass on to the realisation of
the world revolution.

The Ist May and the German Socialist Party. before
the War.

By Ernst Meyer (Berlin).

Since the time when the revolutionary socialists broke away
irom the social democracy, after that great betrayal by the Social
Democratic Party and the II. International which culmina‘ed on
4. August 1914, our perception of those highly opportunist ten-
dencies to which the social democrats succumbed even before the
war has become much keener. It is true that the Left social
democrats maintained a constant struggle against the degeunera-
tion of the revolutionary labour movement, even before the out-
break of the war, but it is only now that we are in a position
to realise clearly the deeper connections in- the preparatory
stages which led to the apostasy of August 1914. There is no
question in which we cannot follow up a distinct process of
preparation, dating from long before August 1914, paving the
way to open transition to the camp of the bourgeoisie. The
history of May day in Germany is one of the many examples
of the process of adaptation on the part of social democracy to
the bourgeois state of societv. At the same time we may trace
in this history many evidences of a growing revolutionary
opposition to this line of development within the German
Social Democratic Party.

The decision of the Paris International Congress of 1899,
on the May day celebration, left it to the judgment of the separate
Sections of the II. International to . determine the nature of the
demonstration, in accordance with the conditions obtaining in
each separate country. The Conference of the German Social
Democratic Party held at Halle in 1890 followed the example of
the Paris Congress in the following resolution, passed on
18 October:

“Should there be diificulties in the way of stopping work
on this day, the processions, outdoor festivals, etc., are to
be held on the first Sunday in May.”

A motion proposed by four Berlin delegates, to the effect
that the May-day celebration: should invariably be held on the
first Sunday in May, was withdrawn. .

At the Berlin Party. Conference in 1892 motions proposing
complete stoppage of work on 1. May were rejected by 263 votes
against 5. The question of whether evening celebrations should
be held on 1. May, or May day celebrations on the first Sunday
in May, was decided by 167 votes in favour of the first proposal,
against the votes of 73 delegates who voted for the second
motion. : .
The International Congress held at Ziirich in 1893 imposed
upon the social democrats of every country the duty of:

“striving for the stoppage of work on 1. May, and suppor-
ting every attempt made in this direction in different places
or by the individual organisations.”

The Cologne Parly Conference of the German Social Demo-
cratic Party in 1803 limited this resolution even further.

It was not until the Party Conference held at Gotha in 1800
that a decision was arrived at making it the duty of every
labour organisation to stand for the general cessation of work.
But this was followed immediately, at the Party Conference in
Hamburg - in 1897, by a motion proposed by Stolten on behalf
of the delegates of the Hamburg constituency, that:
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“The demand for the stoppage of work on ‘1. May be
dropped”. : '

However, the majority of the Party, aiter the withdrawal cf
the Hamburg motion, demanded that: :

“The general cessation of work be insisted on more
strongly than ever.” v

At the Dresden DParty Conference in 1903 a resolution
proposed by the organisations of Diisseldorf and Berlin 6., in
favour of complete stoppage of work on 1. May, was rejected.

After the Dresden Conference the May day question formed
part of the agenda of almost every party Conference. As early
as the Bremen Farty Conference in 1904 the speaker for the
Party Committee, the then extremely radical Richard Fischer,
issued a warning against any concessions to {he endeavours
being made by the trade union officials to abolish the stoppage
of work on 1. May. He declared:

“The stronger the ‘trade union movement becoes .. .
the greater the tendency towards a gradual loosening of

the external ties binding the trade union movement to the’

political. And the greater the danger that the trade union
movement as a whole, engaged in the every day struggles...
loses sight of the great aims of the working class movement,
the final goal of the emancipation of the working class from
the double yoke of economic and political serfdom, the
actual aim and object of the movement: the destruction of
the capitalist wage system (Applause). And when our so-
called good friends out of the bourgeois camp come and
tell us that it is mere waste of energy... to expend money
on a demonstration ... that the trade unions should be eco-
nomical and save their funds for the great economic
struggles, then we have every reason to remember that this
is nothing but the repetition of the melody of that old song
of dividing the labour movement into two wings: here the
wing fighting for the demands of the day, there the intran-
sigent wing.

Weinheber, from Hamburg, openly demanded the
annulment of the obligation to support the complete stoppage of
work. Zubeil and Frau Zietz protested energetically against
this. Fischer, in his concluding speech, again protested vi-
gorously against the critics from the ranks of the trade unions:

“lhis means slipping down the path of the English
trade unions, the abandonment of the class standpo:nt, the
abandonment of the labour &$anipoint, and the represen-

;ation ’oi interests which are rather considerations of the

uture.’

At the Cologne Trade Union Congress of 1905 the Generdl
Commission (now the General German Trade Union Federation)
brought forward a resolution in which the idea of cessation of
work was entirely abandoned, and Bringmann, the ‘delegate of
the carpenters’ union, even went so far as to declare:

“We must adopt a determined attitude against the de-
cisions of the International -Congress and ol the Social
Democratic Party Conference (which call upon us to help
to accomplish a complete stoppage of work on 1. May), and
.declare straightforwardly and definitely that. the May day
festival, in whatever form it, may be celebrated, is not a
form of trade umion action, but that the cessation of work
on the 1. May, adopted as an item of the trade union
programme, is calculated fo do enormous damage to the
trade unions.” (1 )

This debate was again repeated at the Jena Party Con-
ference of the German Social Democratic ‘Party in 1005, when
‘Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg protested energetically
against the reformist trade union.ideology. The actual wording
ol the Jena resolution is comparatively radical. But its execu-
tion by the Party Committee, according more and more con-
sideration to' the -ideas of the General Commission of the Trade
Unions, fell far behind the wording.’ The radjcals theréfore op-
posed not only the trade union”bureaucracy, but to an ever-
increasing degree -the. Party Comimittee also...At: later Party
conferences. -the .main. point of the -debate on the May day
.celebration ;was the agreements made between the Party and
the trade unions;. agreements:in-which the General Commission
got more and more its own way. " . e et

At the Party Confetence.-at. Nuremberg .in: 1908, .Richard
<Fischer, once so radical, defended. agreements between the Party
Committee and:the. General Commission, in which.the question

of the support to be given to workers discharged for abstaining
from work on 1. May was taken as an occasion for wezkenng
the whole May day idea. Rosa Luxemburg pointed out the
example given by Russia and Foland, where mighty May Day de-
monstrations had been held in spite of the efforts of reaction,
and closed her speech with the following words:

“The sole solution to the problem is to propagate
the May day idea with all possible emphasis, quile apart
from this or that regulation of the support to be given to
the discharged,” and to cease carrying on the May day
agitation in the hesitating and dragging spirit evidenced by
the Party Commitiee and the Gene:al Commission during the
past year... In Germany the May day celebration... has
not only not yet shown what such a demonstration is ca-
pable of, but it has a great future before it, and in anti-
cipation of this future it is incumbent on us to insist with
the greatest determination upon energetic and unadulterated

propaganda of the May day idea.” '

Robert Schmidt opposed with much indignation Rosa Lu-
xemburg’s suggestion that the Ge.man wo.kers might learn
something from the Russians. His polemical tone, tinged with
the “superiority”.of a trade umion official, was so out of place,
that Comrade Pieck rose and protested with refreshing candour
against “the insolence of people for whom he did not feel the
slightest respect”. Pieck attributed the unsatisfactory participa-
tion in the May Day celebrations mainly to the hindering tactics
and resistznce of the trade unions, and declared that the workers
of Prussia, fighting against the three class suffrage, were pre-
pared to make sacrifices, Lipinsky, from Leipzig, protesied on
iormal grounds against the Party Comm’ttee for requiring that
the Party Conference should merely take cognisance of the
agreement come to with the General Commission, without hoving

_the ;right of decision, and reproached the Commitiee with .a

-“cabinet policy”. : :

‘At ithe Nuremberg Conference no fewer than 19 motions were
proposed on the May day question. The Teltow Beskow motion,
proposed by Rosa Luxemburg, was as follows: .. =~ . .

“The Party Conierence sees in the May day celebration
the most powerful manifestation of the class struggle, and
condemns most emphatically the attempts being made in
certain trade union and Party circles, to check and smother
the demonstration. In order to prevent the recurrence of

. these attempts, so damaging to the prestige of the May day
- celébrations, the Party éoln‘ierrenée expects that all such ten-
dencies be abandoned and more consideration be given to
the propagation of the cessation of work on 1. May, as
decided upon at every Party Conference.

The agreements on the support given to the discharged,
arrived at between the trade unions and the Party Committee,
were finally altered in some points, entailing the annulment of
the whole agreement. '

- A new aoreement was svhmitted to the Leipzig Party Con-
ference in 1909. It scarcely differed, however, from the agree-
ment rejected at Nurembe.g. Rosa Luxemburg was not present
at this Party Conference..There was, however, a resolution- from
Teltow Beskow, which read -as follows:

“The Party Conference declares it to be the irremissible
duty of every Party comrade to engage in a far more ensr-
getic agitation for {he Infernational decision for the celebra-

" tron of the 1. May by a universal cessation of work. In

face ‘of the latest attitude on the part of the trade vnioms,

the Party Conference emphisises the impossibility of per-

mitting any dilution of energy int the urgent en ‘nc-easingly
- imperafive measures adopted fowards the ruling class in
' the mighty struggle for ‘emancipation...” T

A further motion from Elbing: .
‘“The Party Conlerence resolves to oppose energetically
" -all attempts ‘at weakening the May ‘day demonstration,
especially its postponement to a Sunday.”
.. These. warnings were entirely justified, for a large. number
of motions were brought forward in favour of withdrawing the
~demand for . cessation of work. The Party, Committee was. succes-
ful in having. an agreement.accepted.in which the form to .be
.taken by.the May day demanstration. was made. dependent on
.the approval of the trade unions:. . . e e
e, At the Magdeburg Tarly Conference in 1919, the question of
the vote for the budget in {he provincial Diets occupied so much
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time, and the Left utilised the opportunity for such an
exhaustive discussion of the necessity of a revolutionary attitude
in this connection, that there was no special debate on the May
day demonstration. A motion from Nuremberg: “The 1. May is
to be celebrated by cessation of work only”, was rejected by
154 votes against 60. Here Karl Liebknecht succeeded in having
a special division taken on this question, which the Party Com-
miitee had endeavoured to prevent.

At the Tarty Conference at Jena in 1911, Piannkuch’s report
was followed by another great debate on the ‘May day cele-
bration. A large number of organisations opened an attack on
the motion passed at Nuremberg in 1908, according to which
those members of the Party who suffered no loss of wages, in
spite of not working on 1. May, were to coniribute a day’s
wages to the Party and trade union funds. Hamburg, on the
other hani, demanded that all members refusing to. obey the
Nuremberg decision should be expelled from the Party. The
Iarty Committee opposed both motions; its attitude was an
expression of national arrogance. Piannkuch declared:

“The German working class, organised in the German
Social Democracy and German Free Trade Union move-
"ments, takes the decisions of the International Congress very
seriously ... According to our experience, however, this is
not the case with other nations.” (!)

I'fannkuch expressed no word of appreciation for those
foreign workers, the Russian workers for instance, who had
demonstrated on the 1. May under the greatest difficulties, and
at the cost of enormous sacrifices. Although several speakers
protestel with great exciement against the Hamburg motion, it
was accepted by 279 votes against 101 and one abstention.

At the Farty Conference at Chemnitz in 1912 a large number
of motions were again submiilted, having for object the cancel-
ment of the decision that one day’s wages were to be delivered
up on 1. May. One motion from Magdeburg even demanded that
the International Congress. in Vienna should be called upon f{o
cancel the decision on the Mav day demonstration. In the course
of the debate, the speaker of the Party Committee, Plannkuch,
informed the Conference that Iarty employees (edifors) had
refused to deliver up their earnings on 1. May, The same was
reported by Ryssel, from Leipzig, with respect to 3 officials em-
ployed by the metal workers’ union in Dresden. A Liibeck dele-
gate reported that a member who had been commissioned by
his organisation {o attend a trial of blacklegs. on 1. May, had
refused to give up the day’s wages on the grounds that he had
been “working.”

After a detailed debate, in which the principle involved in
the May. day demonstration was almost entirely ignored, the

May Day Fesftivals

The First of May is :a day when the revolutionary forces
are marshialled and when propaganda for the ideas of pro-
letarian revolution is carried on on a large scale. In 1896 at
the dawn of the Russian labour movement the achievements
of the revolufionary struggle in Western Europe seemed to the
Russian revoluiionaries far off and almost an unattainable idedl.
This is how Lenin described. the May Day celebrations in
Wesiern Europe: \

“Deserting their stuffy factories they marched through ithe
main streets with music. and banners, demonstrating fo their
masters their growing strength. They held large mee'ings where
speeches were made about  the victories achieved over the
mas'ers in, the past year and plans of struggle were drawn
up for the future*).” ' «

. 'n accordance with the growing entanglement of itthe Western
larties in bourgeois democratic illusions and the loss of their
revolvitionary spirit,” the celebmtion of May Day was trans-
formed /nto> a peaceful demcnstration in face of the ironical gaze
of ‘the bourgeois crowds. - ‘ ‘
. The May Day celebrations #n ‘tsarist Russia were of au
entirely different character. In this country  the ‘workers had

. : N - cf

%) Lewn, “First of May, a Laboir Hgliday”, Collected

-Works, vol, 1. ..

>
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cancelment of the Nuremberg decision was accepted in opcn
division by 270 votes against 221. After this Noske brought in a
motion on behalf of the complaints commission, expressly stating
that comrades obliged to work at their professions on 1. May
should not be placed under the obligation to deliver up a day’s
earnings. This proposal was refused.

Motions were again submitted to the Party Conference in
Jena -in 1913, requiring a day’s wages to be delivered up fo the
May day funds. The Party Committee suggested that there
should be no enforced obligation, but merely the expectation
expressed that the Farty and trade union employees would do
this. It was further proposed that the May day speakers should
not be paid, but should only receive their actual expenses. Fries,
Cologne, doubted whether this proposal could be carried out,
since employees required as speakers would “simply strike” if
not beyond paid their actual expenses. ,

The Left opposition abstzined from expressing any definite
view in this matter, since they had had the opportunity of
declaring their tactical principles on the subjects ot mass strikes
and taxation.

This brief survey of {he development of the May day de-
monstration in the German Social Democratic Party before the
war shows the degree in which the idea of the 1. May as a
fighting day fell more and more into the background among the
leaders of the Social Democratic I'arly, and the manner in which
purely financial questions were permitted to lead to deplorable
debates. The Leit endeavoured in vain to maintain the fighting
character of the 1. May in the Tarty. After the initial atiemipts-
at opposition had failed, the ties binding the Party Committee
to the reformist trade union bureaucracy became firmer and
firmer. The. Party and trade upnion employees .finally refused
quite openly, for purely material reasons, to give up a day’s ear-
nings like the workers. And the majority at the Tarty Con-
feren~es of 1912 and 1913 sanctioned this despicable attitude by
cancelling the obligation to give up a day’s earnings. The tension
between the proletarian members of the Party and the Party and
trade union employees became increasingly acute. The number
of workers participating in the cessation of work on 1. May
increased greatly during the last few years before the war.

Despite the paralysing eftetcs of the Iarty and trade unjon
bureaucracy, the elan of the masses forced its way through. Even
during the war, at a time when the German Social Democratic
Party and the trade unions abandoned all idea of the May day de-
monstration_ in the interests of “civil peace”, the revolutionary
workers, uner the leadershin of the Spartacus League, organised
such demonstrations as that held on 1. May 1916, when Karl
Liebknecht was seized by the servants of Prussian militarism
and thrown into prison. '

in Tsarist Russia.

to pay with blood and their freedom for participating in May
Day celebrations. But the revolution cannat be crushed by bullefs
and black-jacks. Hard labour and executions are power.ess anl
they could not destroy the revolutionary Party of ‘the proletariat;
on the conirary, they only hardened the fighters of the workers’
Party. The May Day celebrations were converted into a school
for the proletarian struggle against the armed forces of the
tsarist government. The First of May was celebraled in tsarist
Russia in one form or another- for 27 years. The history -of
the May Day festivals are invariably bound up with the history
of development of the revolutionary siruggle of ithe Russian
workers anl with the history of their revolutionary Darty. The
May Day banners- of the Russian workers - spoke not only of
the general tasks tin the struggle, but also. of the slogans dealing
with the burning’ questions of the day. These slogans ani the
general character -of the festivals changed accordingly as the
nature of ithe workers’ organisations and the slogans of the
prolétarian parties developed. ' i ‘
When in 1880 the First Congress of the Second International
decided to celebrate the First of May, it seemed that undér the
conditions of ‘tsarist Russia it would be impossible to’ bring
that decision into effect; Plekhanov joined the Polish. delegaliion
on behalf of the Russian delegates in declaring- that in view of
the excephional conditions in tsarist Russia, they “cannot con-

-Centrate all their forces exclusively on this- agitation -and. that
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they cannot sacrifice the life of their organisations in order
10 organise successful May Day demonstrations”. That it was
impossible to celebrate May Day under Russian conditions
‘was considered also by other delegates. The general reply to
this declaration was “naturally”.

But already the next year, 1890, May Day demonstrations
were organised in Russia.

In the nineties of the 19th century, the May Day celebrations
assumed a mass character only -in the most industrial districts
of the Russia of that time — Poland. The workers of Western
Russia who entered on the path of a mass revolutionary move-
ment before the workers of Central Russia, started also the
celebrations of May Day earlier than they did. The tsarist
police forces prepared ahead of time for that day, they in-
creased their vigilance over all the workers, arresting and
expelling undesirable elements. Every afitempt at demonstration
and even peaceful strikes ended in arrests and bloodshed.

In 1890, May Day was celebrated in Warsaw, where two
proclamations were issued beforehand and on May First, from
eight to ten thousand workers were out on strike. In connection
with this celebration, the government perpetrated mass arrests
not only among ‘workers, but also amongst ithe intellectuals.

The May Day celebrations of that period in Central Russia,
were of a different nature. Here, during the first years when
the revolutionary labour organisations existed in the form of
small circles, studying the fundamental problems of the theory
of the labour movement, the May Day celebrations were limited
merely to secret meetings which were of a propagandist nature
at which small groups of organised underground workers’
circles participated.

On the First of May 1890, a revolutionary circular was
disseminated in St. Petersburg records of which are to be
found only in the archives of the police department. The cir-

cular said that “the last decade developed ithe consciousness.

of the Russian proletaniat (the workers and peasanis) to such
an extent, that we may hope to celebrate our own First of May
in the near future”. If is possible that this circular was issued
by some insignificant revolutionary cirdle or perhaps by some
individual revolufionary working man. .

The celebrations in Petersburg of the following First of
May were typlical of the narrow circles which existed at that
time. On the First of May 1891, a group of workers 'and several
intellectuals met in the suburbs of St. Petersburg for the pur-
pose of celebrating the first Russian May Day. From 70 to
200 people participated. Four workers spoke. The first one
was Yegor Afanassyev, a blacksmith, calling for a cultural
struggle and political unity for the fight for Sodialist ideas.
The second speaker Bogdanov, a working man, spoke of the
revolutionary skirmishes of the workers in the West and in
Russia. The speaker after him, Diener, also a working man,
spoke of the West European culture and the political demands
of the workers, and finally, Theodore Afanassyev, a weaver,
depicted the sad picture of the life of the Russian factory
workers. In view of the fact that not all who wished to
participate in the May Day celebration could come to that
gathering, another meeting was held in some private dwelling
where 60—70 people were present. At this meeting, there was
only one speaker, N, D. Bogdanov.

In 1892, apart from the St. Petersburg and Polish workers,
the First of May was celebrated in Vilna by the Jewish workers,
who organised an underground meeting. The speeches de-
livered at ithat meeting were later published in pamphlet form.
From those speches it is felt that they also aspired to a
knowledge of the historical processes as did the St. Petersburg
workers. But from the speech of a woman worker, a new
note was struck. She said: “We know perfectly well that we
cannot transform everything with one blow, but we must fight
for the #ime being with our immediate enemies, the bosses
whom we have to face day in, day out.” This was a result
of the influence of the economists, i. €. an opportunist digression
which prevailed at that time among Russian Social Democrats.
According to the itheory of Economism, the workers had to
limit themselves to an economic struggle leading ithe political
struggle to the Liberals, ‘

In 1803 the PFirst of May was celebrated for the first
time in Kazan. A May Day gathering was organised. They
securel boats and numerous young people and workers left
early in the morning for some island under the slogans: “an
eight-hour working day”, “freedom of speech, strikes znd as-
sembly”, “Down with the autocracy”. And that First of May

the Lettish workers also celebrated for ‘the first time. They
organised a small gathering of representatives from the work-
men’s circles of the various factories in Libau.

In 1895 Moscow, for the first time, joined in the May Day
festivals. About 250 people gathered represeniing 30 factories
and works. Speeches were held dealing with the necessity of
organising the working class, the struggle for political freedom,
the eight-hour working day, and the workers’ successes in
Moscow. May Day celebrations were also for the first time
organised in Ivanovo-Voznessensk. The workenrs then organised
their first organisation, known as the “Ivanovo-Voznessensk
Workers’ Union”, May Day celebrations were held in Odessa.
In the districts under the sway of the Bund, the May Day
meetings were held in Vilna, Minsk, Warsaw, and Smorgni.
Under the growing influence of economism, the May Day
slogans were becoming more and more of an opportunisf trend.
Even the eight-hour day demand of the worker was discarded
and replaced by the demands for a ten-hour working day.

In 1896, a May Day circular whs mimeographed under the
greatest difficulties. When a strike broke out in St. Petersburg
within a month, the workers said that the first impulse for
unity was given them by that ‘modest circular which spoke
of the difficult conditions of the workers and of the struggle
with the bosses and about the organisation of the “Union of
Struggle for the Emancipation of the Working Class”. That
proclamation was written by Lenin in prison where he was
held in connection with the Petersburg “Union of Struggle”.
May Day proclamations were circulated that year for the First
time in Nizhni-Novgorod and a May Day gathening was held
in Saratov, The celebration of May Day was becoming more
general yearly.

In- 1897, the Jewish and Polish workers distributed May
Day proclamations very extensively. Numerous May Day
gatherings were held. An aftempt was made to organise a
demonstration in Vilna, but it failed as the town was ocoupied
by armed forces. May Day proclamations of the “Kiev Union
ol Struggle for the Emancipation of the Working Class”, just
as the circular of the previous year in St. Petersburg vividly
proves the extent to which the revolutionary Marxian consci-
ousness had risen.

Shortly before the First of May of 1898, the foundation was
laid of the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party at the
First Congress in Minsk. The second period of May Day
celebration in Russia begins with the foundation of the Russian
Social Democraltic Labour Party and ends with ithe first Russian
Revolution and is characterised by the rapid development of
May Day celebrations throughout the country, which replaced
the hazy slogan of political freedom' by miore definite ones.
One of the clear political demands was the slogan “Down with
autocracy”. This accompanied with the transiormation of the
May Day celebrations into open political demonstrations, often
ended in skirmishes with the police and the military forces.
The tsarist government also intensified its aggressive atfitude
to the May Day celebrations. In addition to the arrests, sear-
ches, and beatings, the government was now organising po-
groms and letting loose the black hundreds on the heads of
the demonstrators. In 1898, a national May Day Manifesto was
issued for the first time on behalf of the R.S.D.L.P, That
Manifesto is very characteristic of that period of the labour
movement and of the nature of the May Day celebrations in
Russia at that time. In it we find for the first fime definite
demands for an eight hour working day, the freedom of strikes,
sneech, press, massembly, and organisation, the freedom of con-
science and faith, equality of nationalities, ithe convocation of a
parliament representing the people elected by means of a ge-
neral secret and direct equal vote for all. That year other
May Day circulars were issued by the local labour organisa-
tions., May Day was celebrated in many towns in which # had
hitherto not been celebrated. .

Side by side with the growth of the iabour movement, the
celebration of May Day was becoming more and more
wiidespread. Instead of embracing small circles and being held
secretly, the celebrations were now assuming a mass and open
character.

The year 1899 was the first year in which May Day
dem~nstrations were held on a mass scale. They were or-
ganised lin Warsaw, Dombrovo, Libau, and Vilma. May Day
strikes took place in Mariupol and Briansk. The extensive
May Day movement of that year brought forth increased re-
pressive measures from the Government. Prior to and soon
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after the First of May, close t0 250 people were arrested in
St. Petersburg. Numerous searches and arresfs were perpetrated
in Moscow and other towns. In Kiev, 176 people were arrested
and about 500 house searches were made, In Gomel 15 people
were arrested, and 3 house searches made. In Odessa, 200 peopie
were detained. In Kiev, 8 people were arrested and a red banner
at a meeting discovered was confiscated by the police. 1he
workers were arrested on the eve of May Day in Ufa. Realising
its importance in staving off the labour movement by means of
arrests, the government attempted that year 'o organise the
“Black Hundreds” as a means of struggle against the Revolu-
tion, In Nikolaev, a Jewish pogrom was organised on April 19,
to prevent May Day celebrations. ~

In 1900, demonstrations were held in Kharkov, Warsaw,
Dombrovo, Vilna, Kresslavka, and Minsk. Numerous May Day
leaflets were circulated and in many tfowns meetings were
organised, some of which as for instance in Tiflis and Lodz,
were atftended by great multitudes. The most conspicuous
celebration was that of Kharkov. In the morning of May 1st.
the railroad workers formulated their demands, raised the red
banner, and embarked on a procession to meet the demonstra-
tion of the machine construction workers. The police endeavou-
red to stop them, but the demonstration took a different road
and on its way it siopped from work the workers in the

Bergenheim factory, The Cossacks appeared and about 400

people were arrested. Learning of the experiences of the rail-
road workers, the entire machine construction facdtory struck.
The sirike was joined by the workers working in the Belgian
anl Helferich Dark. Simultaneously the workers of the cable
factory, the typooraphical workers, and the workers of the
numerous small shops declared a strike. The railroad workers
broke through the lines of the Cossacks and joined ithe workers
of the machine factory and the others. In that demonstration,
about 10,000 people participated. The workers marched to the
jail and demanded the liberation of their comrades. The next
_ day tthey refused to go to work, and they forced the governor
to sailisty their demands and free the arrested comnades.

The May Day demonstrations and strikes were still more
widespread in 1901, First of all, we should mention the demon-
stration of 3000 workers in Tiflis. It ended by a drawn sabres
attack on the part of the Cossacks. Twernty-four people were
wounded and 40 were arrested. In Sf. Petersburg 15% of the
Obukhov factory, did not come to work — about 1500 people.
When the director of the factory wanted to discharge the most
undesirable ones for participating in that demonstration, all
workers struck and formulated the demand for the eight-hour
working day and the reinstatement of the discharged workers.
The administration refused to meet the demands and the
workers marched out en masse to Shlislberg, where they were
met by armed squadrons of gendarmes, two squads of soldiers
and a whole regiment of police, The workers barnicaded the
tactory gates and defended themselves with bricks and stones.
“The Obukhov defence” lasted 9 hours. The workers’ wives
and children participated in dqt. A few workers were killed,
many wounded, and thousands arrested. Brought before the
bar, 20 workers were sentenced to hard labour and exile. A
great demonstration was also organised in Warsaw in which
about 10—15 thousand workers participated, and in Lodz, a
meeting of about 30,000 workers wias held. The May Day
celebrations of that year assumed such wide dimensions, that
it is impossible to give an account of the events of that day.

In 1902, May Day celebrations assumed a still wider aspect.
The most momentous events took place in Saratov, Sormov,
Nizhni-Novgorod and Vilna. The demonstrations in Saratov
enied by the beating up of the demonstrators by the Black
Hundreds and the police forces dressed in civil attire. Many of
the beaten up workers were arrested. Some of the arrested,
such as for instance A. E. Rykov managed to escape, while
the others were exiled. The Nizhni-Novgorod police acted in
a similar manner and most brutal of all were the police in
Vilna. When, in spite of the most energetic measures taken by
the police and the gendarmeries, under the leadership of Go-
vernor von-Wal, a demonstration took place in Vilna. Some
of the most active demonstrators were bealen up and one was
killel. In the evening, proclamations were circulated in the
town theatre. The next day, von Wal ordered the arrested to
be punished by the rod. Everyone delivered 25 to 50 blows
and small boards were put in the mouths of the victims so
that they could not shout. A shoemaker, Hirsch Leckert, fired
at vom Wal in retaliation for these brutalities. Leckert was

hanged. Similar beatings were perpetrated that year in Minsk,
Ekaterinoslav, and in the Botkin iactories of Viatsk gubernia.

In 1003, the police in issuing warnings about the May
Day demonstrations, threatened to organise Jewish pogromis.
in view of this, the demonstrations were called off in many
towns. But the Caucasian Social Democratic Union organised
powerful demonstrations in Tiflis, Baku, Batum and Kutais.
Demonstrations were also held in Warsaw and Tomsk. In a
clash between ia demonstration and armed forces, one was killed
and several wounded in Balakhan. If the Government succeeded
by means of threatening with pogroms to prevent demonstrations
that year, sirikes, secret meetings and the dissemination of
circulars assumed such dtitanic proportions as Russia had
never seen before.

In 1904, May Day demonstrations were organised 'in
Warsaw, Riga, Mitava and Gomel. A new phenomenon this
year was the fact that the demonstrations in Riga and Mitava
had their special fighting detachments of workers armed with
bayonets, knives, sticks and stones. Thus, in connection with
the celebration of the First of May, the workers, for the first
time organised their armed detachments. That year many May
Day strikes and meetings were organised.

The third period in the history of May Day celebrafiions
includes the years 1905 to 1917.

The principal task of the revolutionary workers in 1905,
was the preparation of an armed rising. That year the May
Day celebrations were very moderate, as the Russian proletariat,
being tired of the mass strikes which followed the blood bath
of the 9th of January of that year, was now only marshalling
its forces for a general skirmish which was fo follow in the
months, October and December of that year. The “Central Com-
mittee of Bolsheviki”, took that situation into consideration.
sideration, The proclamation issued by the Bureau jointly with
the Editorial Board of the Bolshevik paper, the “Viperyod” (For-
ward) said: .

“Against armed force we can act only if we are armed;
we must demonstrate shoulder to shoulder with rifles and
bullets and bombs in our hands. But the First of May of course
cannot be the day of a general armed rising... It would be
madness to demonstrate on the streets on ithe First of May;
we have been exposed enough to the weapons of the hangmen;
but it is untimely as yet to come out with arms. But we have
a method of celebrating the international holiday of the pro-
letariat, which is a general strike.”

It 1s impossible to give an account of the enormous amount
of May Day literature that was issued that year by the revo-
lutionary organisations in the cenire and in the provinces. In
connection with the situation in 1905, many strikes and May
Day gatherings were organised; . only in Warsaw there was
a demonstration. In dispersing the demonstration, the Cossacks
charged and 30 people were killed, and about 100 wounded.

During ‘the year between May 1st 1005 and 1st of May
1906, Russia experienced gigantic revolutionary events. The
May Day celebrations in 1906 were of a mass character, although
exertion of forces during the general strike and ¢he armed
rising of that year, made itself felt. There was practically a
general strike in the following towns of Central Russia and
Caucasia, Kazan, Ekaterinoslav, Elizavetgrad, Rostov, Poltava,
Penza, Sevastopol and partly in many other towns. Even the
peasants took part in many localities in the celebrations of the -
proletariat. The peasants participated in Plotsk, Penza, Volkov
and Orenburg.

On the First of May of 1907, the Government crushed a
series of risings in various parts of Russia, but its triumph
was not complete. The workers did not surrender and they still
carried on a desparate struggle. In general, May Day celebrations
in 1907 were much weaker than in the previous year.

In 1908 the reaction celebrated its victory over the first
revolution, The working class quietened down. It had not
recuperated from the blows suffered nor had it gathered its
forces for another struggle. The proletarian holiday also quiete-
ned down and during the years 1908—1911, there were only
small May Day strikes here and there.

But in 1912, the labour movement was again at its height.
The years 1912—1914, were years of revolutionary rewival in
Russia, and they were charactenised by an increased  strike
movement, intensified clandestine Party activity and  the
appearance of illegal labour papers. The May Day celebratious
in this fifth period, were also reviving. . »
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The “Pravda” (Truth) which had only appeared recently,
+could mot, due to the censor, develop an extensive First of May
campaign, but the illegal party was busily engaged in prepa-
rations for the First of May. 1he tsarist secret service was a.so
getting ready. Numerous house searches anil arrests were made
on the n'ght of April 28th. The offices of the “Pravda” and the
Menshevik “Zhivoye Dyelo” (The Vital Cause), were smashed.
About 100 to 170,000 people participated in the May Day
sirike of ‘hat yesr “hroughvo\urt Russia. Aftempts were also made
to organ'se demonstraiions, but they were dispersed by the
moun'el police.

‘ihe police were particularly active before the First of
May 1014, Daily reports were com:ng from various towns
about house searches and arrests. But in spite of all the measures
taken by fhe police, 280,000 peogle pariicipated in the May
Day strike in St. I'etersburg, 86,000 in Transcaucasia, 44,600 in
Riga, 40.250 in Moscow, 16,000 in Reval, 15,000 m Kharkov,
9200 “in Nzhn‘-Novgoxrod anl Sormovo, etc., — a fotal of
504.190 peop'e throughout the couniry according to the reports
of “T'ut Travdy” (The Way of Truth).

'n the summer of 1914, the world war broke out. It resulted
in the collapse of the Oxpfportunist Second ' International. The
opporiwnisis appealed to the workers by saying ithat: “In view
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of the extraordinary conditions 1o refrain from May Day
celebrafions’. But the revolutionary Social Democrats, as re-
presentel by the Bolsheviks, proved that not all forgoat their
proletarian solidarity. Durmg the war, the First of May slogan
calling for the overthrow of the autocracy, was merged with
the slo-frlans of protest against the imperialist war. The First of
May circular issued by the Central Committee in 1915, said that
“on May 1st, every proletarian realises that the proletarian
victory can be secured only through a firm international soli-
darity ani adherence to the proletarian slogans”. In Moscow,
100,000 miore people participated in the May Day strike - than
in 1914 in Petrograd 35,000 struck and about 300 people were
arrested.

In 1916, regardless of the mass arrests, effected by the
police, the May Day strike in Moscow affected not only private
factories and works, but also some of the ammunilion factories.

The May Day celebrations in Russia were a school in
which the revolutionary consciousness and the bellicose habits
of the Russian proletariat were formed, which were later
soleniily awplied in the March and October Revolution of
{3)17 and later in the construction and defence of the Soviet

ion.

Proclamation of the Russian Workers on 1. May*).

To the people on 1. May!

In vain the Russian government mocks the Russian people
by imposing taxes and penalties, bv crushing their human rights,
by reducing their share of the soil, by maintaining caste differen-
ces, by encourag'ng the emp'oyers to reduce the wages of their
workers, an1 by every means known to despotism. All this is
done ¥n or’er that our people shall not be able to go beyond
the limits of their serfdom, {o prevent their overstepping these
limits, at least legally. But the day.is coming when the Russian
people awakens out of its century long sleep, seizes the Russian

*) Copy of the proclamation issued in 1890, found in the
archives of the I'eirograd police.

rulers in its mighty hands, and drives away that band of
robbers whi~h the simple minded still call a government. This
day is not far distant. In the course of the last few decades the
consciousness of the Russian proletariat of the workers and
peasants has developed so rapidly that we may hope for our
own 1. May in a not too distant future. Only let us be sensible,
let us wait until our organisation has sufficient members of .
its own'to begin ‘with serious action. :

This is the first proclamation -issued by the “first Russian
anti-government Workers’ League”, written and printed under
the most dfficult conditions, in one night. At the present time
the league has 800 members:.

Brothers! Till our next meeting in the near future"
Workers

'

Speeches Delivered by four Russian Workers at an
illegal Meeting held on 1. May 1892.

We publish the following speeches, which give
a clear idea of the conditions under which the
struggle of the working class in Russia began.
These speeches of four Russian workers were
delivered 35 years ago. Thev characterise more
clearly than anything else the path to. viotory
tro-iden since that time by the Russian proletariat
under the leadership of Lenin and his Party. Ed.

Speech delivered by the workman N. D. BOGDANOV*).

Comrades. Today must be an unforgeitable day for us.
Today we have been successful, for the first time, in gathering
together from every part of I'e’ ersburg in this modest meeting,
ani. for the first time we hear the enthusiastic words of our
fellow workers, cal'ing upon us to fake up the fight against our
. mightv pelitical and ‘economic enemy. Comrades, this enemy is
so powerful, we know so liftle where his power lies, and our
own comra’es are so few, that some of us have not been able
to help despairing of our victory. and have left our ranks-in
fear and ‘despalr But no, comrades,‘ we must have faith in our

*) All these sneeches, thh the exceptlon of the last have
.heen somewhat abbrevmted i i ,
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victory. We must arm ~ourselves with that most powerful of
weapons, the weapon of knowledge of the historical laws of
the development of the human race. Only when we are armed

with this weapon can we defeat the enemy everywhere, No
pressure which can be put upon us; no enforced loss of liberty,
no prison, and not even banishment to Siberia, can deptive is
of this weapon. Wherever we are we shall find opportunity. of
laying the foundations of our victory, and everywhere we shall

spread abroad our knowledge: at home we can enlighten the

peasantry,-and in the prisons we-can help our fellow nrisoners
to ¢he knowledge that they too are -human beings with human
rights, an1 that they must pass on their recognition of these
nghts to thelr {ellows, and orgamse 1hem in gmups ‘

Speech delivered by -the workman W. PROSCHIN

Ttis a great pity, ‘comrades, that we must’ content ourseres
with'looking forward to a.better future, that it is impossible for
us to follow the example of the workers.in the Western countries

_and fo ga’her together on-the 1. May for a cominon ¢elebration,

but can only meet on:Sunday. It need not be said that -we are all

rerfe~tly aware that we cdfinot make demonstrations of the kind

possible to- the. workers: of the West, I believe we a'l cannot biut

draw comnarisons between our forces and those of our: Western
‘fellow workers, but:I kope-that there is- 1ot one amongst s who
: v,_,,h",‘, “ .t,:,:E Sy h L ﬂ;) T S ] FERCE
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feels that our small number gives us any reason to despair, for
we have among’. us such forces and energies that we have no
cause to lose courage on account of this comparison, but must
only remember that we are just beginning. o

The workers of the West are suffering as we are under the
yoke of the capitalist system, that is, the system under which
all the products of labour produced by the workers are sold
by the manufacturer for his own profit, whilst the workers are
only paid so much for their work as will prevent them from
starving. But the workers are not content with the injustice of
such a state of society, in which they are deprived of the frui’s
of their labour; they have thought deeply on the position in
which they find themselves, and have come to the conclusion that
the sole means of escape from this position is the mental deve-
lopmen of the people, for everything depends on this deve-
lopment.

Having once come to this conclusion, the workers of thz
West have not coniented themselves with expressing it in mere
words, but are endeavouring to develop fthemselves and others,
and to form united organisations; they have common funds,
enabling them to publish beoks and newspapers for the spread
of their ideas; they support strikes, although they do not regard
strikes as an effectual means of abolishing the injustices of
society, seeing that even a successful strike can do no more than
improve the position of the workers, without emancipating them
from the yoke of capitalism. They have become stronger and
stronger, thanks to their energetic activities, and from time to
time they have seized opporiunities of letting society and the
government feel their power, and have brought forward their
demands. And the governnient has already seen itsélf obliged to
grant some of these demands. For instance, a constitution has
been granted, under which the continuance of the struggle
with the existing state of society is made considerably easier.

One of the means which the workers of the West employ
to show their power, and to lend at the same time weight to
one of their main demands, is the great” demonstration cn
1. May. They have used this demonsiration for demanding the
legalisation of the eight hour day. If we compare last year’s
demonstration with this year’s; we see that the forces of the
working class of the West have developed to such an extent that
we may hope that a not too distant future will witness the

building up, by the workers. of that better and juster-state of

society for which they are fighting.

1f we.turn to our own workers, we see that ¢hese too are
suffering under the knout of exploitation with the difference that
among us the exploitation system -rages practically ‘without
hindrance, for our workers are kept in such a state of ignorance
and restraint by the pressure of the government and the em-
plovers, that they are unzble to offer any resistance to the
robbery being committed by the capitalists, who are thus en-
couraged to oppress them with ever growing ruthlessness.

As you know only too well, the government punishes with
banishment and imprisonment the very: slightest utterance ' of
discontent with tihe present unjust conditions, whether this
utterance be made by workers, or by those intellectuals who
are sincerely anxious — and to whom we are grateful for their
help — to aid with their knowledge and power the struggle
of the workers against the present predatory system. But I hope,
comrades, that these measures of the government will not in-
timiJate anv of us, but will rather increase our hafred of the
existing system under which such measures are possible, and
will jn-rease our desire to fight on towards a state of society
in which there shall be neither rich nor poor, and where all
enjoy equal happiness and content.

Comrades, we shall carry on the fight which we have
begun against the present unjust state of society, and shall press
forward, teaching and helping one another, towards the realisa-
tion of liberty, fruth, and fraternity.

Speech delivered by the workman FEDOR AFANANASEYV.

Qomrades. When we examine our position, we find
that all our sufferings arise out of the present economic sysiem.

Therefore, if we are to improve our position, we must work
for the overthrow of the present economic system, with its
freely lcensed exploitation, and must substitute for it the juster
socialist system.
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But the realisation of such a state of society. means that we-
must first have those political rights of which we are deprived
at present. We shall not attain these political rights until we
are supported by a political organisation of such strength that
the gove.nment cannot venture to reject its demands, znd which
then submits -the following demands to the government: '

Firstly, the granting of a constitution based on general and
direct suftrage, that is, the whole of the laws of the country
are not made according 'to the will of the Tsar, but are ex-
clusively confirmed or abolished by the supreme legislative
assembly, consisting of deputies elecled by the people.

The elections to {he legislative assembly must be carried out
by the people, and every citizen, with the exception of those
who have forieited civil rights, must be able to vote for a
deputy to the legislative assembly, or to be elected himself as
deputy. The government is responsible for the maintenance of
the deputies, and must pay them salaries. This is ne-essary,
since the deputies must be able to devote themselves entirely to
the cause ‘of the people, without personal cares.

The second necessity is that the size of the army be deter-
mined by the assembly of deputies, and that the army thus
determined can be dissolved at any time. In order to prevent
the soldiers f.om forgetting that they too are the peope, and
that the interests of the people are their interests, the period
of military service must be made as short as possible, and
must be organised to the greatest possible extent in such a
manner ithat every soldier can serve his term of service in his
native place, ¢ni can maintain his relations with his fam'ly
during this time. A soldier, having realised his solidarity with
the people, will then never become an enemy of the people.
This is of the utmost importance if the government is to be
prevented from forcing the citizens, by means of the power.
lent it by the army, to. accept laws which have either not been
confirmed or have beén cancelled by the assembly of devuties.
In order that all the enactments of the legislative assemb'y be
carried out, it is further necessary that all persons holding high
positions of state be appointed and dismissed by the assembly
of deputies. :

The third necessity. is the freedom of election agitation;
freedom of speech ani press, that is, the abolition of the censor,
so that everyone may express his convictions in speech or
writing, without fear of punishment, and the deposit’of a sum
as surety is not 1equired for the publication of a book or news-
paper, so that the workers may be enabled to bring out publica-
tions. : :

Fourthly: Right of combination and to hold meetings,
Fifthly: Freedom of religion.

Sixthly: free and liberal education for the people.
Seventhly: every offence to be tried‘ before a jury.

Comrades; do not forget these demands, for they are the
tirst and. most important demands which we shall lay before
the government on the first opportunity; and then we shall
first have all that is contained in these demands. ‘

Having gained these rights, we shall be able to elect to
the legislative assembly such deputies as will pass and confirm
only such laws as serve the interests of the majority of the
people, and will repeal all laws derogatory to the interests of
the people. In this way.we shall attain the possibility of re-
organising the present economic system into a betier and more
just state of a.society.

Speech delivered by the workman IGOR AFANASEV,

Comrades, I should like to speak a few words on this
occasion, so solemn to all of us, which we are celebrat'ng af'er
the example set us by our brothers, the West Eurcpezn wo kers.

Brothers, let us enjoy the first bright momen's of joy
dawn’ng on the horizon of Russian life. Although our Western
brothers have long been able to celebrate such festivals, whi'st
we are only just beginn’ng, and even that illeg-lly, still it is
good that we are actually beginning. 1t is good that we are
at last awaken'ng from the long sleep which we have s’ept
beneath the yoke of our rulers, of the priests, and of the Tsar.
We are beginning to awaken, and to the Russian worker this
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means that he is taking part in the general advance. For nothing
happens all at once in this world, comrades, but everything
develops according to certain natural laws. And human genius
cannot grasp everything at once, cannot guess everything in
advance, but recognises the sacred truth but gradually. The
amost laborious work must first be gone through, humanity
must be aroused to full consciousness, and guided upon the path
of real progress and happiness.

It need not be said, comrades, that this happiness is not
easy of attainment; humanity has to pay dearly for it. We can
see this even among our West European brothers. Though they
have won a power and freedom which are in themselves a
great part of happiness, they have paid for them dearly enough
in blood. They have fought long for-the small share of happiness
which they enjoy. They have struggled for decades, with their
weapons in their hands, for liberty, justice, equality, and frater-
nity. But we see, comrades, that. now their demands are being
legally recognised, their right to strike, their funds, co-operatives
and unions, their libraries and other social institutions. We have
none of these things, for we have not fought for them.

With us, as you well know, the slightest mention of the
rights ‘of the people is regarded as insurrection, punished by the
knout, the bayonet, banishment, imprisonment, and penal ser-
vitude. In the West our fellow workers enjoy full political righis.
But we are serfs, slaves. We must bow down before every police
constable. In England, France, Germany, Belgium, and other
European states, the workers are free citizens with equal righis.
We may judge of the strength of the workers by last year’s elec-
tion to the German parliament; the workers cast about one and
a half million votes for their leaders. The total number of voters
is 7 millions; so that one fifth of the population is on the side
of the workers, under their influence. This enables them to have
. 104 newspapers of their own, with 600,000 subscribers. Their
common funds totalled 37,000 marks in 1880, 95,000 marks in
1883, 188,000 in 1887, and 390,000 marks last year.

You see, comrades, how the workers have developed the
party which they have created, until it has become a power
which netther the exploiters, nor the government itself and its
armies, is able to subdue. See, comrades, how their strength
has increased since 1848, since the day on which the cry of:
“Workers of the world, unite!” was flirst sent forth into the
world. Comrades, these mighty words were born of the human
mind. The human mind is the sower of this sacred truth, and it
has sown this seed over almost the whole world since the
sixties and seventies. The seed has fallen even in our backward
Russia, at first among the ranks of the young people who are
joining forces with us — youth is our best friend — and through
them the truth has come to us.

We see how the small seeds thus scattered have sprung up,
how their fruit is maturing and finding its way into every part
of Russia. The truth is spreading, but everywhere it finds
enemies in its path: the great landowners, the priests, the rulers,
and the Tsar, with their police and their soldiery. A mighty
battle is being fought. Tens of thousands of our yveuth have
already perished in the snows of Siberia, in the dungeons of
the Peter Paul forfress and the Schliisselberg. Let us begin to
fight for our cause ourselves. The commencement will not be

Speech Delivered by Sun-

Chinese Workers

Comrades, we meet here ‘to-day 4o celebrate the first of
May as the workers in other countries celebrate it. Why do the
workers of the whole world celebrate the 1. May? Because
39 years ago the American workers organised themselves, made
a demonstration, and demanded the eight hour day from their
employers: 8 hours work, 8 hours rest, and 8 hours for edu-
cation. This led to the abolition of slave labour. Therefore the
American. workers celebrate this anniversary. As result of this
the May day celebration spread to Europe, and the European
workers began to make the same demands as the American
workers. The European workers, like the American, have been

easy. Every step we take, every small advance, is threatened with
banishment and prison. But can we shrink back, comrades, when
it is a question of life and death? Must we not admit that the
condition info which our exploiters and the government have
reduced us is merely a vegetating?

Comrades, you see for yourselves that the most frightiul
economic distress prevails all over Russia, both among the indu-
strial and the agricultural workers. The whole country is filled
with lamentation.

“This lamentation we call a song”, says Vekrmajov; and truly
this seems to be so, for although poverty and misery have
already spread far and wide, this has not satisfied our rulers;
representatives of the nobility have been appointed as officials,
that the workers may be more brutally treated, that starvation
and misery, disease and death, may reap a greater harvest among
our women and children. Like leeches they suck our blood;
they transform us into- a diflerent race of human beings, pale,
weak, and diseased. And to what end? That a small handful
of factory owners, landowners, officials, and the Tsar, may live
in luxury, drunkenness, and gluttony. For these brute beasts
the hundreds of millions of the people are to languish in the
fetters of serfdom.In these chains we cannot rise, cannot move,
cannot breathe.

Comrades, brothers. Are we not human beings who. are
being thus humiliated? Is it not human dignity which is here
crushed into ignominious slavery? And our oppressers pretend
that this is -as it should be. They fyrannise us our whole
lives, they do not even permit us to observe clearly the injustice
of our social position; they console us, who have suffered for
centuries, with a repetition of a hope that we shall be happier
in Heaven, for so long as we believe this they can live on in
peace and continue to suck our blood. But no, we do not believe
these fairy tales any longer. We know that we too are human
beings. But we are still slaves of the Tsar, without. rights, we
still bear the stigma of serfdom. We shall wash away this
stigma. We shall gain the rights due to us as human beings,
that we may live in a manner worthy of human beings: think.
speak, meet together, consult on our social questions, without -
being hindered by spies and treacherous police agents,

Comrades, at first we shall find it difiicult indeed to take
up this struggle against our enemies, and to fight for our eco-
nomic and political rights. But remember. that at the present
moment there are thousands of intellectuals in Siberia, in prisons,
in penal servitude, and that they are there for our sakes. Remem-
ber that it has not been easy for our brothers, the workers of
Western Europe, to improve their position, and that it cannot
be easy for us to improve ours under the rule of the despotic
reaction which dogs our every footstep.

Comrades, the difficulties will be great. But science has freed
the workers of the West; and it will also enlighten our minds.
and fill our hearts with sacred truth and love for one another.
Brothers, we shall fight for justice, without recoiling ome step
backwards. We shali fight to the death for truth, liberty, and
fralernity. We shall teach ourselves and our comrades to unite;
we shall join together in one mighty party. Brothers, we shall
sow this wonderfu! seed from sunrise to sunset, in every part
of our Russian earth.

Yat-Sen at a Meeting of
on 1. May 1924.

victorious in this struggle. the May day celebration has become
customary among the European workers, and has spread all
over the world. The May day celebration is a victory won by
the working class over the capitalists, and therefore we must
welcome it.

When the workers of China celebrate this anmiversary, they
must remember the position of the Chinese workers. If we are
to understand the position of the Chinese workers, we must
first understand the position of China at the present time.
China is to-day the poorest and weakest of countries, and is
under the yoke of {he imperialist Powers. The position of
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China is much worse than that of .many colonial countries.
Thus, for instance, Korea is a ocolony of Japan, Indochina a
colony of France. Korea and Indochina play no roéle of impor-
tance among the peoples of the world. But since Korea and
Indochina are each the enslaved countries of one power, thea
each is subject to the yoke of that one power only. China, on
the other hand, has been made the slave of many countries by
the unequal treaties concluded by the Manchu dynasty. These
unequal treaties have robbed the Chinese people of many rights,
and differ in nothing from treaties over the .sale of slaves.
Thirteen years ago we overthrew the Manchu dynasty, and
freed ourselves in one respect, but we did not succeed in
abolishing the unequal treaties, and therefore we have remained
slaves as before. At ome time we were under a double yoke;
now it is a single yoke, but still we have many masters io
serve, and therefore our position is much worse than that of
Korea or Indochina. You must remember that it is more
difficult to serve many masters than one. There 1s a Chinese
proverb which says: If you satisfy your mother-in-law, still
you have not yet satisfied your wife. China is in -this position,
and has much more to suifer than Korea or Indochina. As a
resullt of this position of China other nations despise the Chinese
people.

Comradés, if we are to celebrate the 1. May as it should be
celebrated, we must be organised. The other civilised countries
have their labour organisations. The Chinese workers have

taken over the strike from other countries, and again we take

this May Day celebration from the workers of other lands.
What ‘is the position of the workers in the different countries?
In the civilised countries the workers have their organisations.
What is the object of these labour organisations? The workers
organise to fight against the capitalists. because of the injustice
suifered by the workers in this world. The capitalists of the
civilised countries treat their workers with increasing cruelty,
and therefore the workers of these countries are fighting against
the capitalists, and to change these conditions. Such conditions
obtain in all countries, and therefore the workers of all countries
are uniting in a common fight against the capitalists.

The character of capitalism has been changed by the indu-
strial revolution. The industrial revolution changed the methods
of production, and developed industry from handicraft pro-
duction. Factory production has accelerated the speed:of pro-
duction by the introduction of machinery, and the owners of the
machinery have thus become capitalists. The capitalists utilise
their wealth for the exploitation of the workers, and extend
their. power to other countries. The difference between the
foreign and the Chinese workers consists of the fact that the

workers of other countries are under the yoke of their own,

capitalists, and are in such special circumstances that their go-
vernments issue laws regulating the exploitation of labour.
The workers of other countries, therefore, though exploited by
their capitalists, enjoy a certain measure of protection from
their governments. In China industry is not much developed.
In China there are no great native capitalists as in other coun-
tries. Production by machinery is the foundation of the capitalist
exploitation of the working masses. The Chinese workers are
not subject to exploitation at the hands of Chinese capitalists,
as there are no great capitalists in China. By whom is the
Chinese worker then exploited, under what yoke is he crushed?
In other countries the workers are exploited by their own
capitalists, but the Chinese are exploited by foreign capitalists.
That is the difference between the position of the Chinese
workers and that of foreign workers.

How are the Chinese workers exploited by foreign capi-
talists? The Chinese worker has no clear conception of this
exploitation, and therefore he cannot realise the difficulty of the po-
sition. What are the means employed by the foreign capitalists
for the exploitation of the Chinese workers? They accomplish
this by means of the import of foreign goods under the pro-
tection of the Chinese government. The aid given by the Chinese
government to foreign capitalists is shown in the custom duties.
The Chinese government grants many privileges to the foreign
capitalists, and the unequal treaties of which we have spoken
enable the Chinese tariff system, in the hands of foreign capi-
talists, to be an efficient means of exploitation, All the export
and import duties are collected by foreigners, and what they
collect they keep. The tariffs of other countries impose duties
on imponted goods, but not on exported goods. This enables
the price of foreign goods to be raised, so that native goods

can be sold cheaper. This arrangement protects native goods
against the competition of foreign goods. The immediate pro-
tection afforded to home products by a high protective tarift
for foreign products signifies an indirect protection of the
interests of the workers of the country concerned.

We have lost our protective tariffs, and with them the means
of protecting our industry. The absence of protective duties
enables foreign goods fo penetrate into. China. The population
buys the foreign goods, for they are cheap, and do mnot buy
Chinese goods. In this way the Chinese workers suifer indirectly.
Before the Europeans forced their way in, the Chinese workers.
supported themselves by agriculture and handicrafts, but since
China has been opened up to foreign countries, the competition
of foreign goods has made it impossible for the Chinese masses
to earn their living. In China there are foreign notes in circu-
lation, and these reduce the value of the Chinese currency. For-
mally, China is an independent country, but in reality it is a
colony, oppressed by economic dependence; therefore the Chinese
workers are not able to gain the means of existence.

Trade consists of the exchange of goods required by the
various countries. China imports industrial products and ex-
ports raw materials. Its trade balance is however adverse to
the amaunt of 500 million dosiars, which means that China
loses to the extent of 500 million dollars yearly. Formerly the
Chinese workers did not suifer from foreign oppression, but
now the adverse trade balance presses like a heavy burden
upon their wages. China’s trade balance was not always so
adverse. Ten years ago the deficit was 200 million dollars; now
it is 500" million, and if it continues to increase at this rate,
it will have reached a milliard ten years hence. A trade balance

adverse to the amount of 500 millions is a heavy disadvantage

to us; what will be our situation when the deficit is doubled?
Our greatest difficulties lie still before us. How can we fight
against them? The workers of other countries are oppressed by
their capitalists, the Chinese workers by foreign capitalists.
Remember the difference between the Chinese and the foreign
workers. The foreign capitalists suppress the Chinese intel-
lectuals, the peasantry, and the trades people.

Comrades, how can we combat this economic slavery, and
attain a position equal to that of the foreign workers? Foreign
workers find protection with the governments of their countries,
and have therefore not so much to fear the prospect of an
economic situation so difficult as ours. The foreign workers
have made use of their liberties, and have organised labour
unions. In Russia the organised workers have overthrown the
autocracy and established the dictatorship of the proletariat,
under which all power is in the hands of the workers. Just
imagine the position of the Russian workers at the present
time. In this manner the position of the workers iin the different
countries improves gradually, and they can better solve the
diificult problems by which they are faced.

If the Chinese workers want to pursue the same course
as the workers of other countries, to solve their ditficult pro-
blems, and to prevent the rise of Chinese capitalism, that is
not so difticult; but we must go still further, we must save
the 500 million dollars lost by the adverse trade balance.

The Chinese capitalists are not strong enough to exploit
the Chinese workers. The Chinese workers are exploited by
foreign capitalists, and the workers here gathered together must
seek for means of protection against foreign capitalist oppres-
sion. The Chinese workers fail to observe the yoke of foreign
capital and which oppresses the Chinese capitalists also. The
abolition of the Chinese capitalists is
problem. The Chinese workers must free themselves from all
economic exploitation.

What prevents them from emancipating themselves im-
mediately 4rom economic exploitation? The fact that the ex-
ploitation is being exercised, not by Chinese, but by foreign
imperialists. If the adverse trade balance is to be swept away,
we must have the Chinese customs.in our hands. The unequal
treaties which have been made permit the customs revenues to
be collected by foreign powers, and therefore we must endeavour
to annul these treaties. Can the workers help in this matter?
Ii we are to be victorious, the workers must organise. The
workers and students are organised. The trades people are not
organised to the same extent, and the peasantry are not or-
ganised at all. Hence it is the workers and students who must

no - solution of the
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fight for the annulment of the unjust treaties. Comrades, all
of you present at this meeting are workers, and represent a
part of the nation. A heavy responsibility rests with the Chinese
workers, and if you prove worthy of this responsibility, China
will become a great nation and her workers a mighty power.
Therefore we must free ourselves from foreign oppression, and
declare war against the foreign capitalists. The goal aimed at

by the Chinese workers and the workers of other countries is

the same, and Chinese and foreign workers must join their
forces. To be victorious, we must have .the same revolutionary
courage as that shown by the revolutionists in 1911. With such
a heroic courage we can iree ourselves from foreign imperialism
anl from the unequal treaties. If we pursue this line of action,
China will be raised to the same stage of development as other
countries. The inequality of China’s position has arisen owing
to the rule of mternajtlonal capltallsm in China, It is not difficult

for the workers to free themselves from such a yoke. The
workers of Russia and of Great Britain set us a good example.
If you take responsibility on yourselves as the Russizn and
British workers have done, you must follow my three principles
and five rules.

Comrades, if you follow the three principles which I have
laid down, you will attain the same position as that reached by
the workers of Russia and England.

The economic struggle for shorter working hours and
are other much more important political tasks. In the pursuance
higher wages is not the only problem conironting you; there
of your political aims you must follow my three principles,
and support the revolution. If you come to the aid of the
revolution, 2nd follow my three principles, then the meeting
of to-day will achieve good results.

.
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