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By Tang Shin She.

" Affer the treachery ol Chaing Kai-Shek, the Wuhan and the
Feng Yu Hsidng {roops in Honan endeavoured to unite in order
to - capture -Peking as quickly as possible, and from there to
drive Chang Tso- Lin out of Shanghaikwan and to march from
the Lunghai railway on Shanghai and Nanking in order to
liquidate Chiang Kai-Shek’s troops. Tang Sheng-chi began lo
advance victoriously northwards from Wuchengkwan towards
the Honkoiw-Peking line, while Feng Yu Hsiang advanced from
Tongkwan eastward towards the Lunghai line. Within less than
a month both of these generals had made great progress,
.although Wu Pei-fu and Chang Tso-Lin have concentrated their
forces in these regions. The Tang Sheng-chi army drove a strong
force of Wu Pei-fus troops out of Changsha, in the neighbourhood
of Chenchow, the railway junction of the Hankow-Peking-
Lunghai line. Feng Yu Hsiang has captured the important strate-
gic town of Loyang and also the big arsenal of Kungseng; he has
driven the Wu Pei-fu troops from this front and is confronting the

Chang Tso-Lin bandits at Chengchow. According to the latest
reports, the ‘11th and 17th Mukden armies have already been
completely defeated, which means that Chengchow will shortly fall
into the hands of Feng Yu-Hsiang.

In addition to their advance into Honan the Feng Yu-Hsiang
armies are marching from South -Chiiyiian on Kalgan and irom
Shansi on Chili. This plan of operations constitutes a serious
menace to Peking. The British imperialists, who feel themselves
to be threatened thereby, have again seized Wu Pei-fu, who had
long since gone to sleep, under the arms and are pushing him
to the front.

According to the latest reports of English papers. Wu Pei-fu
is in Nanyang (South Honan, far removed from any railway line).
Whilst Wu Pei-fu’s army, already at the end of last year, had
suffered a complete collapse owing to lack of finances, the “Man-
chester ' Guardian” now reports that he has sufficient financial
means -at his disposal. As he possesses neither a port nor a
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trading centre and has not made amy captures, -one can -easily s
guess from what source he ‘has obtained the “sufficient financial’.
means”. The British know quite well that Chiang Kai-Shek is *
not'theit iriend, but the friend of their enemies, the Japanese and
the French, who are aiming at weakening considerably British ‘in-
Huence in Shanghai. After the treachery ot Chiang Kai-Shek to

the Wuhan governiment, the English, in spite of t F i e LISt
g e English, in spite of the fagf tHat their . garding the victories of the revo],utionar%r
i

newspapers hailed this treachery with glee, did not it any
help to come to him, but on the contrary supported Ch; ng-
Chang and Sun Chuan Fang against him. The Chang Tsung ‘Chang
Hleet is undertaking a persisterit ‘and fierce attack on™Shanghai.
When Chiang Kai-Shek had recently recaptured Pukow (opposite
Nankiflg) frofii Chang Tsung Chang #nd thereupon wished to
advancefurther along the Pukow-Tiéntsid railway line,the " British
naval” command réfused to allow -himijthe tise” of rolling stock;.
on‘the ‘ground that the Tientsin-Pukow: railway line ‘was built
with English capital and it could not permit the risk of it being
xmaged. The .reconciliation with~Sun Chuan Fang 'so eagerly”
lesired by Chiang Kai-Shek did not come: about, owing-fo it
having been prevented by the English. The credit promised by

the Shanghai Chamber of Commerce to Chiang Kai-8hek after
his- treachery was finally not granted to him, so that he ‘was

constrained to arrest the President of the Shanghai Chamber of

Conmnerce, who is a tool of the English. Quite apart from Chiang

Kai-Shek, the English do not place unbounded confidence in

Chang Tso-lin because, at bottom, he and his .clique are still

friendly to Japan. For this reason the English are again more

and more supporting their own old lackeys, Sun Chuang Fang

‘and Wu Pei-fu, who are proceeding in North Kiangsu against

Nanking and in South Honan against Hankow., .

Wu Pei-tu, with his old title of Marshall and with sufficient
new English money is. now again organising his old nominal
supporters (his actual supporters have partly been annihilated and
partly gone over to the Kuomin and the Chang Tso-lin- armies).
I'he well-known vacillating Szechwan General, Yang Sen, supplied
with English money by Wu Pei-fu, is marching from South Szech-
wan to Hupe. According to English- reports, he has already
captured Ichang and Saze in West Hupe and is now seriously
threatening Hankow. According lo further English reports, Ge-
neral Sia-Do Yin, a iormer nominal adherent of Wu Pei-fu, is
attacking the town of Huangdschou in- the neighbourhood of
Hankow. In addition to this the troops of Liu Tso-Lung, who at
one time went over from Wu Pei-fu to the Kuomin armies, are
reported to be concentrating on the race ground in the neigh-
bourhood of Hankow against the Wuhan government. According
to these reports, therefore, Wuhan stands in great danger; in
fact according to a report from alleged American sources via
London, Hankow had already fallen on the 20th of this month.
On the other hand the English newspapers report that Communist
troops from South Honan have advanced to Wuhan in order to
protect the town, and that the garrison troops in Wuhan have
been reinforced by the labour guards. Of all these reports the
only one which has been confirmed is that General Yang Sen
has again deserted Wuhan and is attacking the revolutionary
government and that Hunantroops are proceeding from the West
of the province to West Hupe in order to fight against Yang Sen.
Sia Do-yin, it is true, has deserted the Wuhan government, but
the government troops could render him harmless at any moment.
It must be stated that Wuhan has always been occupied by re-
liable revolutionary troops and that the strong Wuhan labour
guard is equipped with modern weapons.

“In Naunking and Peking everything is in splendid order, in
Wuhan everything is bad”, that is the present refrain of the im-
perialist press regarding the revolutionary movement. As a matter
of fact, Peking, as we have already seen, is seriously threatened by
the Chinese revolutionary troops. Nanking and Shanghai the main
supports of Chiang Kai-Shek, are equally threatened by Chang
Tsung Chang and Sun Chuang Fang. Although the imperialist
press are compelled to publish reports of these facts, they trv
1o represent the matter as being of no consequence. When how-
ever Yang Sen is still several hundred kilometres distant from
Wuhan, the imperialists report that Wuhan is already surrounded.
Even in the German press, especially in the “Deutsche ‘Allgemeine
Zeitung”, which is closely connected with the English “Times”,
the alleged Chinese experts have nothing more interesting io
sexve up to their readers than constant indications of the break-
down of Wuhan. Even if we assume that Hankow is actually
occupied by hostile troops, this does not mean in the least
that we must give up the political town of Wuhan and the

ng Tsung- -4

3]

“part of Honan. It is just these seven provinces that constitute

dzwlﬁlia, over the ‘broad 'Yangtze ..nd Hoangho: rivers.

;‘arsgial.;ym‘Hanyang.i We otly «need to remémber that in the
“revolution of 1911 the Tuan She-Sui troops: recaptured Hankow
from. the ‘revolutionaries,, but after two months obstinate ‘siege
‘they were unable to enter Wuchang and Hanyang and even had
t6 “give up Hankow again.’ '

. he jmperialists have not issued any report whatever fe-
[ troops , in North
blﬁgg. The Wuhan government has stfill rmly in its hands:
Hunan, Hupe, Kiangsi, Knasu, Shensi, Shansi, and the greater

th’e core of China, and extend from South to North. yp to
These

re he most fertile and-the imost densely populated provinces.

‘Bpe best-and most imiportant railway-systems are on this ferri-
tory, In"addition to this_there .is the idet,that in the provinces
of Hiwan, Kiangsi, Hupe and Henan the peasant movement is
tremendously strong. They aloue will protett their red Wuhin
government. o !

POLITICS

The Protest Note of the Soviet
‘Glovernment on the Arcos Raid.

In the introduction the Note resolutely confirms and
upholds the protest of the Russian trade representative in
London, Rosenholz, against the violation of ihe  trade
agreement of 1921 which has been committed by the raid of
the English police on the premises of the Soviet trade dele-
gation in london as well as by the searching and
remtoval of documents of the delegation — including
cyphers and codes — from the premises, and against the
violerit behaviour of the police agents during the raid.
The Note considers it necessary to call the attention of the
government of Great Britain to the following:

When ithe Sowviet government, immediately after the ending
of intervention and raising of the blockade against the Soviel
Union, was proceeding to establish economic relations with
Great Britain and other Western States, it considered that" if
great importance s attached to the preservation of commercial
secrets among private trading firms, the government organs
connected with the State foreign trade monopoly must seek to
secure in ‘the most express form the complete preservation of
the immunity of the State documents, instructions, circulares efc.
sent by them abroad, as they concentrate in their hands the
entire import and export activity of the whole Stafe and carry
out these operations in accondance with the previously laid
down State plans and preconditions. For this reason the Soviet
government, in.ils negotiations for the conclusion of commer-
cial treaties, put forward with special emphasis the demand
that its comumercial agencies abroad shall be assured complete
immunity and inviolability, and at the same time took into
consideration that hostile atmosphere in which the commercial
agents of ithe first Soviet State will have to work in capitalist
countries and that extraordinary attention which ocan be accor-
ded them on the part of the reactionary police circles of these
countries.

The principle of the immunity of the itrade delegations and
representatives of the Soviet Union has now be2n recognized
by nearly, all the countries with which the Soviet Goveriment
has treaty relations. No objections were raised against this
principle by f#he British Government, in the person of Sir
Robert Horne, then President of the Board of Trade, who, in
1921, carried on negotiations with the late Krassin. This prin-
ciple was embodied in the fifth article of the Soviet-British
Trade Agreement of 1921, which has now been violated by
the British authorities in the grossest and most insulting
manner.

A police raid on an English trading company, with good
references in British circles, with an annual turnover of tens of
millions sterling, which has accurately fulfilled its obligations,
is altogether unprecedented in the history of the City of Lon-
don. ‘The raid could only be actuated by the moltive of causing
detriment ito the Soviet interests connected with the activities
of Arcos by compromising the latter and creating around it
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an atmosphere of want of confidence ‘and hostitity. From this
point of view the Soviet Government feels that it has a right to
protest against ‘the raid on Arcos. ' .

. However, if in regard {o Arcos the British -authorities,
" ignoring the most elementary demands of correciness, commer-
cial usages, and even reasonableness, can refer to their formal
right, there cannot exist the least doubt that the. violent irruption
of the police into the premises of the Trade Delegation and the
acts they committed there also are a flagrant violation: of the
Agreement of 1921. If, according to the fifth article of this
Agreement, the officjal agent of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics: is granted the right to use cipher: correspondernce,
then it follows without the least doubt that this. correspondence
and the ciphers themselves can in no event be examined: by
.agents of another State nor by any foreigners without the
sanction of the head of the Soviet Delegation. If, according to
the same article, the official agent of the Soviet Union is granted
‘the right, on the ground of his diplomatic irmmunity, to- receive
sealed packets by special couriers, then the immunity. of the
contents of these packets is obvious to. everybody.

Nevertheless, police agents, having forced their way info
the premises of the Trade Delegation and' the personal bureau
of Khinchuk, an official agent enjoyinig diplomatic immunity,
allowed themselves to examine and take away without discrimi-
nation all papers found there, including ciphered correspon-
dence, codes, and papers received by the diplomatic mail. etc.
At the same time, officials of the cipher department of the
‘Trade Delegation, Miller and Hudiskoff, who were fulfilling
their duty, protested against the illegal demands of the police,
-and were subjected to acts of ‘violence and even beaten, while
the wite of the Chargé d’Aifaires ad interim of the Union of
Soviet and Socialist ﬁeepublics, who was on the premises and
has ?1 diplomatic passpont. was detained with violence and
searched, - )

. No less significant is the political aspect of the above
described measures of the British Government. The absolutely
uncalled-for police raid on a Government insiitution of another
Statte, apart from the question of treaty rights belonging to if,
is iitsell a most serious hostile act, without doubt jeopardizing
the further preservation of relations between the interested
States, with all the ensuing consequences. The fact that the
Trade Delegation by its activity gave no justification for such
a raid can be proved by the circumstance that on the part of the
British Government there was not a single instance of repre-
sentations or complaint about this activity. The police autho-
rities themselves who undertok ithe raid apparenfly did not
expect to find on the premises of the Trade Delegation any
documents throwing the least shadow on the Delegation’s
activity, or capable of serving as a basis for acusing it of illegal
actions. Otherwise they would have taken good care to make
fthe search in such oconditions as would be a guarantee against
the abuses possible in such cases, and a guarantee of faith
in the results of the search. By refusing the representatives
of the Trade Delegation the right to be present during the
search and to certify the authenticity of the documents taken
away by drawing up a proper list and protocol, the police
anthority deprived the search of any formal significance.

The British Government certainly has cognizance of the
Soviet Govermment's Note referring to the police raid recently
made in the same manner and in analogous circumstances in
China. To provide the search with even the most elementary
legal guarantees was in the circumstances most mecessary, in
view of the ominous réle already once played in the relations
between the Soviet Union and Great Britain by a forged
doocument.

It is impossible not to recall to-day the Note of February
93, in which Sir Austen Chamberlain, referring to the tension
in the relations between the Soviet Union and Great Britain
soughtt reasons for this tension in the conduct of the Soviet
Press and of certain Soviet statesmen and public leaders.
Actually the police raid on the premises of the Soviet Trade
Delegation and the motives underlying this action dlearly show
in which direction should be sought the true reasons for the
unsatisfaciory Soviet-British relations. Against the unfounded,
absolutely unconfirmed by any proofs, .although oftei repeated
accusations against the Soviet-Government of the non-obser-
vance of obligations undertaken and the violation of the rules
of international relations, the Soviet Govermment can produce

absolvtely unquestiomable proof of ‘violation by the British
Governinent of the Soviet-British® Agreement of 1021, and of
the most offensive “handling of “persofis ernjoying the™ right
of diplomatic igununity, while the, requirements of internitional
law and recognized international usages were totally ignored.

The actions of the gvernmen? of Great Britain prove that
not only is the British government not disturbed by the tension
in Anglo-Soviet relations which it complains of in its Note of
23rd ‘February, but that it is apparently striving to bring this

‘tensioft- as 'soon as possible {o the culminating point. These

actions are in -obvious contradiction with the frequent decla-
rations of the government of Great Britain as to its efiorts
to maintain peace and to improve the ecomomic relations . of
‘Europe. Thiese  actions, which synchronise wiih ithe world
economic Coniérence, which was called by the League of Na-
tions, of which ‘Great Britain is the leading member, in order
to promote and strengthen international economic relations
and to remove all uninecessary hindrances and obstacles from
the path of economic co-operation of the peoples, show to the
whole world where the really destructive forces which are
working to increase the economic chaos and anarchy of Europe
are to be found. : : .

Putting above  all the interests of peace, and desiring'tb
ensure peaceful conditions for internal construction within ithe
Union of - Soviet Socialist Republics, the Soviet Government
has patiently suffered for a long time a series of gross attacks
and provocatory acts from individual members of the British
Government and the Government itseli. The Soviet Government
has repeatedly declared its willingness to do everything in its
power, within the limits of normal relations amd negotiations
on equal terms, for the adjustment of all misunderstandings
on pending questions between both Governments. With this
object it did not discontinue trade relations with Great Britain,
trying to enlarge them as British business circles went half-
way to. meet the Soviet Government, and inasmuch as the
British Government did not prevent such action. It noted with
satisfaction the. growing interest noticeable lately in the Soviet
market on the part of the City of London and the growing
confidence in Soviet economic organizations shown by London
banks, as testified by the agreement regarding a credit of
£ 10,000,000 recemtly concluded with one of these banks just
before the raid.

However, the absolutely unprecedented and unrestrained
hostile campaign of hate which culminated in the raid on the
premises ot the Trade Delegation and which also lately was
meeting with growing encouragement by members of the Bri-
tish Government, compels the Soviet Government with all
earnestness and frankness demanded Dby the alarming situation
created, to put the question to the British Government whether
it desires the further preservation and development of Anglo-
Soviet trade relations or whether it intends in the future to
hamper them.

For ‘its part the Soviet Government categorically declares
that the conduct of trade relations is possible only on con-
ditions of the strict observance by the British Government of
the Trade Agreement and of the guaranteeing to the ecoitomic
organs of the Union of Soviet Soclalist Republics the possibility
of uninterrupted, quiet, and normal work.

The Soviet Government equally resolutely declares that
while realizing its self-appointed tasks of internal development
according tto a definite economic plan, and while co-ordinating
with this plan its operations in forefign trade, -it cannot counte-
pance that the conduct of these operations shall be made de-
pendent upon casual party combinations in England, electionee-
ring manoeuvres, or the fantastical ideas of this or that
Minister.

The Soviet Government feels it has the right to demand
from the British Government a clear and unequivocal reply
from which it may be possible to draw due conclusions. At
the same time it reserves the right to present demands for
satisfaction for ithe violation by the British Government of its
treaty obligations, for insults §uﬁeped, and for material losses
caused by tthe action of the police.

Requesting you, Sir, to bring the above to the cognizance
of the British Government, I beg you to accept the assu-
rance, etc. o

(Signed) Litvinofii
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CHINA

The International Workers Delega-
tion at Work.

(From Canton to Hankow.)

The International Workers Delegation, constisting of Tom
Mann (England), Jaques Doriot (France) and Earl Browder
(U. S. A), left Canton on March 6th after weeks of intensive
work and ‘studies there.

Huge masses 'of workers and peasants saw the Delegation
off at the Canton Railway station. The departure of the train
was ‘held up for hours by the spontaneous mass meeting which
had to be organised on and about the railway station. The
specml delegation train stopped at every station on the- entire
line between Canton and Shiuchow. At every station enthusiastic
masses and trade union and peasants’ representatives greeted the
Delegation and meetings were held.

' At Shiuchow the International Workers Delegation adressed
meetings of the Railwaymen’s and Seamen’s Unions. On March
seventh a mass meeting was held on an apen field, where many
thousands of workers, peasants, soldiers, students, merchants,
women and young pioneers gathered to greet the representatives
of the revolutionary proletariat of the West. A banner was
presented io the Delegation, with the following characteristic
inscription: “let us fight together against our common enemy” ...
A special meeting was held at the political school of the revo-
lutionary army. at Shiuchow. On March eighth, Women’s Day,
the international delegates addressed a special meeting of several
hundred. women..

. From Shiuchow the International Workers Delegation con-
tinued their voyage to Nanchang by river boats and partly on
foot. They stopped and held meetings at Kiukow, Nanshung
(Namyung), Nanang, Nankan, Konchow, Liangkow, Kianfu and
Changchu. At every one of these places the Delegation came
into direct contact with the masses of workers and peasants, in
-mass meetings and at special meetings of the various trade and
peasants unions, the nationalist revolutionary army, the women’s
and students’ organisations etc. The Delegation was thus enabled
to gather valuable first hand information on the political, econo-
mic and social status of the workers and peasants. ‘

~ The International Workers Delegation were deeply im-
pressed by the actuality of the peasant question in China. From
everywhere they received crying reports of untold ‘misery and
exploitation of the peasaniry by the landowners and the gentry.
In no case reported to the Delegation was the rent padid by
the peasants to the.landlords less than fifty per cent of the
harvest. From everywhere came plaints against the unparalleled
usurious rates of interest squeezed out of the peasantry by the
moneylenders from whom the impoverished peasants are com-
pelled to make loans.

However, the. relieving feature ol the present situation is
the fact that the peasant masses are everywhere organising in
strong peasant unions. This they are doing with the active
aid and support of the Kuomintang and the hationalist revo-
lutionary forces. . . ) ‘

The International Workers Delegation were everywhere
received most enthusiastically by the masses of peasants and
workers and by ‘the various organisations and authorities. The
following fact may serve as an illustration of the attitude of
these masses and their organisations towards. the delegation:
In ‘several places the delegation received petitions from trade
union and peasant organisations asking for advice on internal
orgarnisational problems and difficulties. The formula most often
employed by the trade union and peasants’ representatives. to
characterise the Imternational Workers Delegation at mass mee-
tings and various gatherings was: “The leaders of the vanguard
of the world proletariat”. The Delegation was regarded as the
livinig symbol of the militant alliance of the revolutionary prole-
tariat in the imperialist and capitalist countries with the Chinese
people. The very presence of the Delegation broke ‘ the  feeling
of isolation from the outside world. o S

As the voyage of the International Workers Delegation pro-
gressed the feeling and finally. the conviction of.the_Delegation
became stronger and deeper that there is a definite dilferentiation
of the motive forces going on in the national revolutionary
front. The two really. steady and unvaciilating social forces of
the Chinese Revolution are the workers and peasants. It is the

profoundest conviction. of the International Workers Delegation,
that the Nationalist Government and the Kuomintang Party are
determined to crush feudalism and reaction and that they are
pursuing a definite prolabour and propeasant policy. This is also
the best guarantee for the final success of the Chinese Revolution.

© On March 25th the Delegation reached Nanchang where it
learned of the capture of Nanking and Shanghai-by the Natio-
nalist troops. Two days later a splendid meeting was held with
the soldiers and commanding staif of the Seventh Division of

-the Third Army. The speeches of the Delegation were received

with acclamation. The Delegation were deeply impressed by the
fact’ that the Seventh Division which garrisons Nanchang was
wholeheartedly and to the last man supporting the labour and
peasants’ movements. On March 27th a joint mass meeting was
organised by the Trade Unions, Peasant Union and the Seventh
Division of the Third Army. Despite the circumstance that the
city was at the time under martial law ten thousand workers,
peasants, soldiers, women and students gathered on an open
field to greet and to be greeted by the Delegation. A special
meeting was held later at the headquarters of the Nanchang
General Trade Union. It can be said with certainty that the
masses are solidly behind the Nationalist Government and the
Central Kuomintang.

Kiukiang was -the next city en route. The Delegation arri-
ved there on March 28th and visited the former -British Con-
cession which was transferred to Chinese administration but
two weeks premiously. :

It was at Kiukiang that the International- Workers Dele-
gation was first struck by the sight of dozens of British, Japa-
nese and American gunboats flanking the riverside of the city
and lending to the Yangtsekiang a morose and sinister look.
The delegation’s stay at Kiukiang being very short they were
ﬂ)lg to address but one meeting, namely that of the Railwaymen’s

niom. '

From Kiukiang the Delegation proceeded by steamer directly
to Hankow where they arrived on March 30th, and were met by
representatives of the All-China Labour Federation and of the
various organisations.

Highest Political Body of Revolutionary China Receives and
hears International Workers Delegation. .

On April 2nd, the International Workers Delegation was
received by the Emlarged Political Council of the Kuomintang
Central Executive Committee, at its session. '

The session was opened by Mr. Hsu Chien, Minister of
Justice in the Nationalist Government. Mr. Hsu. Chien in his
opening address recalled how Dr. Sun Yat Sen had clearly seen
and understood the necessity for a revolutionary alliance with
the revolutionary proletariat of the West. Dr. Sun had also

‘clearly understood that the Chinese Revolution was. an integral

part of the World Revolution. Greeting the Delegation in warm
and expressive words, the speaker concluded by saying that at
this critical 'period and in spite of all difficulties and obstacles
revolutionary China will continue its struggle for liberation to
the end.

Just before the international delegates were given the floor,
the Council was addressed by Mrs. Ho Shang-nee, the widow
of the great revolutionary disciple of Dr. Sun, — Liao Chung
Kai. She sketched briefly the early activities of Dr. Sun Yat
Sen in the beginning of this century. She greeted the internatio-
nal Workers Delegation whose presence recalled to her mind
those years when the revolutionary party was in its formation
under the able guidance of the great revolutionary leader Sun.

Comrade Jaques Dorict then adressed the Political Council,

.greeting it in the name of the revolutionary proletariat of France

and expressing the complete and unreserved solidarity of the
millions of workers he represenis with the Chinese Revolution.

'Fearl Browder, delegate from America, spoke next. After
greeting the gathering as the highest organ of the Chinese revo-
lution, and explaining why the workers of the West have such
deep confidence in the complete success of the revoiution, he
dealt at length with the situation of American Imperialism and
its role. ‘ - : :

" After the speech of the American delegate, Comrade Jaques
Doriot the French representative announced that the Internatio-
nal 'Workers Delegation, having taken cognizance of the most
recent provocations of the imperialist powers in different parts
of China, particularly at Nanking where more than six hundred

Chinese were killed in the unjustifiable bombardment perpetrated
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by British and American warships, have decided to address a
telegram to labour and peasant organisations of the world.
The International Workers Delegation have also issued an
Appeal to the foreign soldiers and sailors in China (this appeal
appears below. Ed.), calling upon them to refuse to be used
by the imperialists as tools of oppression against the Chinese

people.

Before the Delegation left the' Session of the Political Coun-
cil, Mr. Sun Fo, the son of Dr. Sun Yat Sen, moved a resolution
which was adopted unanimously, greeting the International
Workers Delegation and declaring that henceforth the closest
contact will be maintained with the international proletariat in
the great struggle of the Chinese Revolution which is but a
part of the World Revolution. :

Fiity Thousand People Greet International Workers Delegation.

Over fifty thousand people filled the Hankow race course
on Sunday, April 3rd, to greet the International Workers Dele-
gation.

From early morning till noon the streets of the city were °

thronged with eager masses marching towards the race course
where four platforms flanked the extensive field. It was a stirring
spectacle to see this ocean of humanity with countless banners
and flags bearing inscriptions that reflected the mood of the
masses of workers and peasants at this critical moment which
revolutionary China is living through, and manifested the atti-
fude of the Chinese people towards the International Workers
Delegation.

Long after the opening of the mass meeting thousands of
people were still pouring into the field. Special trains packed

with people could be seen drawing into the adjacent railway*

station, and discharging fresh thousands ol workers and pea-
sants. .

The mass meeting was opened by Li Li San irom the All
China Labour Federation. The assembled masses were addressed
simultaneously from the four platforms by Tom Mann, Earl
Browder, Jaques Doriot and by Comrade Stoler — the Secre-
tary of the International Workers Delegation.

The great demonstration at Hankow was a further proof
of the feeling of solidarity of the masses of China with the
workers of the West, to whom they look for aid in their heroic
struggle to throw off the yoke of foreign imperialist oppression.

Appeal of the Intermational Wor-
ker’s Delegation to the Troops of
the Imperialist Powers in China.

Hankow, April 2nd, 1927.

To the Soldiers and Sailors of Great Britain, France and

America. ’ '
The ruling class of your country has sent you to China.

It wants to use you as a servile instrument in its . policy of
oppression against the Chinese people. It wanis to use you to

maintain the shameful privileges which it emjoys in this coufifry.
samie ruling class wlhich exploits you, and

It is the ver
our brothers and sisters, in your own cSuntry. It is the same
dlass which draws scandidlous profits and enriches itselt from
your toil and misery. It is the same class which fights mercilessly
against you, soldiers amd’ sailors, who bit yesterday 'were
workers ‘and farmers yourselves, and who tomorrow will be
workers and farmers again. ‘

Like you the Chinese people sufier fromthis exploitation.
Like you, they aspire to liberation. Like you, they struggle to
improve their miserable ‘condition. .

For two months, our Delegation, consisting of representa-
tives of revolutionary labour organisations of England, America,
and France, has visited numerous organisations of: the Chinese
people. It has studied the situation of the workers, of the pea-
sants, ‘of the merchants, of the students,.in town and village.
1t has found untold misery caused by ‘the oppression of  im-
perialism and its ally in- China, local imilitarism.” The Inter-

national Workers Delegation are profoundly convinced that the
cause for which the Chinese people are fighting is a just cause.

The ruling classes which sent you, sailors and soldiers;
here, accuses the Chinese people of hatred against foreigners.
You are told that the hatred of the Chinese people is. directed
particulaily against you. Even if this were really the case it
would indeed be coniprehensible. for, besides the untold misery
which the imperialists impose upon the Chinese people, they
have periodically, during the past two years, instituted massacres
and bloodbaths such as the Shamen, Shanghai (several mas-
sacres), Hankow, and Wanhsien massacres in which hundreds
of Chinese were massacred in cold blood. Only the other day,
in order to avenge the six Europeans who were killed by the
paid agents provocateurs of the Northern militarists, the Bri-
tish and American imperialists bombarded the city of Nanking,
killing over six hundred delenceless Chinese.

However, our Delegation consisting of representatives of the
British, French and American workers, have traversed Southeran
China, and have everywhere been received with open arms and
with the greatest enthusiasm by the Chinese people.. Everywhere
the workers, peasants, students, soldiers, merchants and artisans
have manifesied the complete unity of the oppressed peoples of
the East with the exploited classes of the West. You, who are
of the flesh and blood of the workers and peasants of  your
respective countries, are being deceived by those who have sent
you here as to the true nature of the spirit and attitude of the
Chinese people, in order that you may be used as instruments in
the perpetration of criminal acts which are unworthy of your:
class and of yourselves.

We, the representatives of millions of workers of England,
France and America, consider it our imperative duty to appeal
to your conscience as workers and to reveal to you the horror
of the crimes which the imperialists want you to commit against
a people which is fighting for its freedom. '

It is your duty and in your own interests that you who
are yourselves being exploited should not fight against the
Chinese people, but on the contrary, you must aid it in its
struggle for liberation. It is your duty and in your own inter-
ests not to aid those who exploit you; on the contrary you should
fight against them.

In the name of the revolutionary workers of your countries,
and fully conscious of the importance of such an act, we appeal
to you 1ot to lend yourselves fo the criminal action for which
you are being used.

You are told to shoot and kill the Chinese.

We tell you to fraternise with the Chinese people.
The International Workers Delegation
' Tom Mann (England).
Browder (America).
Doriot (France).

Historieal Sketch of the Chinese
Labour Movement.

By Earl Browder.
Hankow, April 10, 1927.

The following sketch of the history of the Chinese Labour
Movement is the result of notes made in an interview with the
Chairman of the All-China Labour Federation, Sou Cheu-tsen,
who is also the new Minister of Labour in the Nationalist
Government, and with the secretary of the All-China Labour
Federation, Li Li-san. )

The Chinese trade union movement dates-irom 1919. It
arose during the great anti-Japanese movement, protesting
against the “21 points”, known as the “Fourth of May Move:
ment”. This began as a students’ movement. Some embryonic
organisations of workers had existed previously among the
railway workers on ‘the Peking-Mukden line, and the Peking-
Hankow line, but had not yet become properly a trade union
movement. These embryonic groups were transformed into trade
unions during 1919.

At the same time in Shanghai there broke out the strikes of
textile workers and -dockers, who were in Japanese employ,
20,000 in all; while in Hongkong occurred a large metal workers
strike. These were successful, and imparted a great. impetus
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to the Labour Movement elsewhere. During this time the trade
unions in Kwantung Province made éspecial progress, in
Canton alone their number increasing from 20 to 100 during
1919, This year may therefore be called the real beginning of
the Chinese Labour Movemerit. ‘ S

' Among the most important influences’ affecting the course
of development of the Labour Movement, were the following:

" 1. The Russian reveltion, which was made known to the
Chinese masses through scveral weekly propaganda papers.

1 2. The rising Chinese nationalist movement, which began to
absorb masses into its ranks. A seamen’s union was organised
at-that time by the Kuomintang; there existed the Social-
Républican party, and also many anarchist groups. The poli-
tital movement was especially strong in Canton.

© 3, The 'workers had lived through several! insurrections
which had failed; from these, the lesson of the necessity of
-strong, centralized organisation had penetrated large masses.

4. Organisation of the Chinese Commupist Party, which
furnished a central direction for the movement; this was done
through a special organ, called the “Secretariat of the Chinese
Labour Movement”, with- branches in Shanghai, Canton, and
Hankow.

After 1019, the {rade unions grew steadily. But it was not
until 1922, when another national wave of struggles broke out,
that the First All-China Congress was held. First among the
battles of 1922, was the great Hongkong Seamen’s strike, which
was declared on January 12th, and lasted 56 days. Before it
ended in the granting of the workers’ demands, all Hongkong
labour had been drawn into the struggle, in a General Strike
which included the railwaymen. The successful outcome of this
struggle stimulated the workers of the entire country.

- The centre of the 1922 movement was the Railwaymen’s
organisation particularly that of the Peking-Hankow line. whicl
had 10 branches with 18,000 members. A successful strike on
this line was quickly followed by railway strikes throughout
Central and Northern China; Peking-Mukden line, Shanchou-
Haichow line, etc. Through this movement 50,000 railwaymen
were organised in the Union.

In the Province of Hupeh, a General Trade Union (Provin-
cial Federation) was established with 23 trade unions, and
35.000 members.

‘In Hunan Province, after a long strike of 13,000 miners of
An-yuen. the movement was established, with 25 trade unions
in which were 40,000 inembers. B

The Shanghai movement was very active, with strikes of
seamen. silk filature workers, postmen, and others. All these
strikes, except that of the seamen, were hovewer, unsuccessful,
and the movement there received a setback, only 20,000 members
being organised as a result of the 1922 movement.

On May 1, 1922, the Firsi All-China Labour Congress was
held in Canton, on the initiative of the “Secretariat of the
Chinese Labour Movement”. A membership of 230,000 was
represented. The most important resolution at this Congress
was that providing for the industrial form of organisation.

It had been decided at the First Congress to convene the
"Secand Congress at Hankow on. May 1st, 1923. But.on February
7th. “occurred the massacre in Hankow of the railway union
leaders and others by Wu Pei-fu, and white terror reigned
throughout China. This massacre and repression was planned
and ordered by British imperialists, who were financing Wu
Pei-fu. The immediate cccasion for it was the creation of the
General Union of Railwaymen on the Peking-Hankow line;
Wu Pei-fu dissolved the union, whereupon a general strike broke
out, which was joined by all Hankow workers. An All-China
strike was imminent. But the movement was crushed by the
Army of Wu Pei-fu, who executed 43 leaders, imprisoned un-
known hundreds, and dissclved all frade umions. Even sympa-
thising schools were closed, and active unionists were driven
from the factories and railroads, when not imprisoned and shot.
During this reign of terror ‘the entire movement was crushed,
except at Canton, where the trade undions remained intact:

“Until September;” 1924, there was a period of reaction.

Then . the movement begdn 1o revive again. On January 18.°

1925, ‘occurred the beginning of a series of strikes in Shanghai,
Tsintao, and other “cities. These were all successful, and regai-
ned some of the losses of hours, wages, and conditions which
had been lost in the year and a half of reaction.” -+ -

The period of inaction affer the defeat of 1923, had been
made use of by the workers to assimilate the lessons of the
past “éxperiences. There also ‘occurred -during this period a
great ¢change among the leaders of the Kuomintang, who finally

had come to realize the vastly important role of the working
class in the Chinese National revolution. The masses themselves
had achieved political consciousness, and learned the necessity
of strong trade unions. Iuternational relations had been estab-
lished during the struggle, when the Russian and Japanese trade
unions sent telegrams of solidarity, and the Chinese trade
unions had addressed themselves to the trade union movement
of the world.

_On May 1, 1925, the Second All-China Labour Congress was
held at Canton, in an atmosphere of a rising movement. More
than 600,000 members were represented. At this Congress, the
All-China Labour Federation was definitely formed; theory,
tactics, and organisational methods firmly established, and a
recognised central leadership set up.
~ Quickly thereaiter followed the massacre of 30th May at
Shanghai, and the Shankee massacre at Canton, on June 23. These
occurrences were the signal for a national upheaval, Strikes
proke  out everywhere. The most notable of these was the
glorious strike of the Hongkong and Canton workers against
the British, and the blockade of Hongkong for more than a
vear. In Shanghai, more than 300,000 workers came into ‘the
trade unions. Qreat movemenis sprang up at Dairen, Tientsin,
Tsintao, Nanking, Kiukiang, Hankow. Living agd working
conditions were everywhere improved. In Shanghai a general
wage increase of 15% was secured. Not only the industrial
workers, but also the artisans throughout China, flocked into the
movement.

The Third All-China Labour Congress was held on May 1,
1926, in Canton. Already there were 1,200,000 members. Con-
crete resolutions were adopted on all problems of the movement.
The movement after May 30th had raised the level of the entire
working class. Previously, the political side of the trade unions
had not been firm; now the trade unions were deep in the

“political struggle and leading it. Active and permanent contact

had been established with the International Labour Movement.
The movement had become mature.

Militarist agents of imperialism still tried to crush the
rising trade union movement, especially at Tientsin, Tsintao,
Shanghai, and Mukden. But steady and rapid progress conti-
nued and continues up to today. The masses of all China had
been won {o the trade unions and for the Revolution.

The Northern Expedition of the Revolutionary Armies was
prepared by the great national strike movement iollowing
May 30. This was the basis of the military victories, which
resulted in the occupation of the Yangtse Valley, the capture of
Nanking and Shanghai. and the present drive toward Peking.
When the Revolutionary Army entered Shanghai, for example,
they found the city already policed by the Workers' Guards, and
an  adminisiration jointly established by the trade unions,
commercial associations, and students unions, already func-
tioning.

This is a general and very brief review of the history of the
Chinese’ Labour Movement. Results which in Europe or America
would have taken decades to accomplish, have been accom-
plished in China in a few years. The demands of the trade
unions have gone through the whole scale, from the most
elementary economic demands up to participation in Govern-
ment and management of industry. And these highest demands
aré now being realised, with Comrade Sou Cheu-tsen in charge
of the Labour Ministry, and the trade unions already parti-
cipating in the administration of the railways.

LEAGUE OF NATIONS

The World Economic Conference
at Geneva.
Bv W. Milyutin (Moscow). -

The Economic Conference in Geneva cannot, in' itself, yield
any practical economic results. This was clear already before
its" commencement. But it has acquired. interesi and importance
by the juxtaposition of views which are expressed by the two
systems of the present historical. period: -The system. of the
capitalist order of society -and the system of socialisn.

~The representatives of the Soviet Union have attracted
general attention-as the representatives of that system which is
proteeding to supersede capitalism. = L !
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The growing contradictions of the capitalist order of society
were keenly realised and admitted by all. The period of that
relative stabilisation which we saw in the years following the
war has led to fresh complications in the development of capi-
talist economy. It is characteristic that these contradictions have
made their appearance before all in the sphere of world eco-
nomy, on the world market, in a manner most perceptible to the
capitalists; we see falling prices on the world market and export
ditficulties for the most important capitalist countries.

©As a consequence we see the energetic attempts of the

capitalist world to find a way out of the situation.
.~ The world economic Conference was to have led to a clari-
fication of the position of world economy and to the perspec-
tives of its development. The declarations of the, representatives
of the capitalist world, led by the most important French em-
ployer, Loucheur, who is at present a member of the French
government, have shown that they cannot see any way out, and
that those proposals of a “practical” nature which have been
made are dictated by the desire of the strongest capitalist coun-
tries to take advanmtage of the weaker and 'smaller countries, and
at the same time by their mutual competition.

Loucheur declared in his speech that he would not make a
comparison or an estimate of the advantages of the capitalist
system and of the socialist system. Naturally, there is hidden
behind such an attitude to the question the recognition, that the
representatives of capitalism cannot speak, and do not even
wish to speak, of the possibility of the pasisng over of capitalist
economy on to the basis of a systematic world economy, on to
the basis of a socialist economic organisation. But at the same
time they are endeavouring to conceal that “traditional” way
out which capitalism usually finds when it is in a difficult posi-
tion on the world market. This way out is the violent and for-
cible seizure of fresh colonies; the enslavement of weaker peoples
for the purpose of their econcmic exploitation and the gaining
of profits which they cannot gain in their own country owing
to the contradictions, the disorganisation and the anarchy which
are peculiar to the capitalist order of society, and owing to the
mutual competition.

The result of the world war was the dividing out of colo-
nies. That which was taken away from Germany was divided
between Great Britain and France. Great Britain, which in the
year 1914 had in its possession 33.5 miilion square kilometres
of colonial possessions, appropriated after the war a further
6.4 million square kilometres with a popoulation of nearlv
30 million. France likewise appropriated nearlv 4.5 million
square kilometres. But in spite of the acquisition of new colonies
and the possibility of exploiting iresh millions of peoples, the
capitalist powers which vanquished their rivals have not only
not solved the chief contradictions which create a chronic crisis
for capitalist eccnomy, but find themselves faced by new, and
even . greater contradictions.

During the war the relations of forces oun the world market
underwent a thorough change. Great Britain and France were
forced into the background and the United States of America
came to the front. At the same time a whole number ol countries,
as Australia, India etc., in the course of the war developed their
industry and thereby obtained a great measure of independence
from the industries of the old capitalist countries. As a result,
when the so-called “period of reconstruction” of the capitalist
countries had brought production approximately up to the pre-
war level, the situation on the world market,. owing to the
above-mentioned changes in the relations of forces between the
capitalist countries, was found to be extremely complicated. Capi-
talism is now seeking for a way out by means of a fresh divi-
sion of the colonies and in the grabbing of semi-colonial coun-
tries; above all China.

The capitalist world may close its eyes to the advantages
of the socialist order of society! One advantage which however,
the socialist order of society has over the capitalist world requi-
Tes to be specially emphasised, and that is: the socialist order
of society requires for its development neither violent seizure
of possession nor war, while capitalism with inevitable necessity
leads to war. ' :

- The present policy of imperialism in China, in Central and
‘South America, in the Balkans and in a number of other coun-
tries- shows already the greatest exertion of forces .and the
aptagonisms which can at any moment call forth a new world
slaughter. : :

1. The ~-working masses of the eapitalist countries must rea-
lise. that -there are two ways: the way -of .capitalism, of war,
of:ithe destruction of millions ef human lives. and iresh devasta-

tions, and the.way ok-the struggle tor- socialism, of ‘the itfipro-

-vement of the position’ of' the working ‘masses, of construction

based om systematic, rational and ‘purposeful foundations. ,

At-the-Geneva €onfetétice the répresentatives ol these two
tendencies of the development of humanity encountered - ome
another. It is interesting to note, however the role of the repre-
sentatives of the Second International. At first these represen-
tatives, as was to be expected, tried to dodge every question.
But the latest reports already show that they have again resumed
their role of eager lackeys of the bourgeoisie, and the bourgeois
press notes with satisfaction their utterances against the Soviet
representatives. . s

The representatives of the bourgecisie and the representa-
tives of the Second International have interpieted the declaration
of our delegation regarding business relations between the
Soviet Union and the capitalist countries as if there was to be
seen here the recognition of revisionist and reformist possi:
bilities for capitalism. These gentlemen do not tealise that the
decline of capitalism and its substitution by the socialist order
of society are inevitable, before all not on account of any out-
ward conditions, but as a result of those forces, which' are in-
herent in the capitalist social order itsell. Jn this respect our
economic relations with the capitalist countries naturally -do
not in any way mean an alteration of the laws of historical deve-
lopment for the capitalist countries. Those difficulties which are
leading to the decline of production of the capitalist countries,
to the growth of unemployment, to intensification of competition
and to general disorganisation of economy, can be overcomeé
only by the overthrow of the capitalist system itself ‘and its
substitution by socialism.

Declaration of the Soviet Delegatvibﬁ
at the World Economi¢ Conference
on the Rationalisation Question.

The delegation of the Soviet Union opposed to the capitalist
reformist decision on rationalisation, which was submitted by
the editorial committee of the Industrial Commission, the follo-
wing declaration:

The Soviet Delegation declares itself to be against the
resolution ,as, in its opinion, the carrying. out of rationalisation
inn those countries the eéconomic sysiem of which is based on the
principle of private property in the means. of production, must
mevitably be directed against the working class.

Rationalisation as a more exact and rational organisation
of labour in the interests of the whole society and not in the
interests of the employers, can only be realised where, as in the
Soviet Union, the means of production are the property of
society, that is of the nation itseli.

The measures proposed by the Industrial Commission of
the Conference cannot secure the workers any protection of their
interests in the carrying out of rationalisation.

In order that rationalisation shall not be carried out exclu-~
sively at the costof the workers and shall not lead to an increase
of the moral and the material exploitation of the working class,
it is indispensibly necessary to adopt measures which prevent
the attempts to attack the workers organisations. For this com-
plete trade union freedom, the right to strike, strict observance
of the eight hour day and the gradual shortening of work time
as well as the raising of wages to the extent-in which the apph-
cation of rational methods of work increases the intensity of
labour are absolutely necessary. .

The workers who have been rendered umemployed as a
result- of rationalisation must likewise be protected by a per-
manent and increased special unemployment benefit as well as
by a number of other privileges. S

These measures cannot, of course, counteract all..the iu-
jurious effects of rationalisation by the employers in this dis-
organised post-war economy. But in order to achieve mierely
an amelioration of the injurious effects, an increase of wages as
well a reduction of the non-productive expenditure, such as the
military expenditure etc., Iurther, the cancellation of war debts
and reparations as' well 4s the establishmént of economic’ rela-
tions with the Soviet Union, ‘and other measures, as set forth in

the speech of Chintchuk, are necessary. -
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THE WHITE TERROR

The Trial of Pavlov and Comrades.
Concluding Speech of Comrade Pavlov before the Court in Sofia.

We publish below the full report of the con-
cluding speech of Comrade Paviow, who has been
condemned to 12!/, years imprisonment, Ed.

Your Lordships. I believe that according to law the court
must give the acoused full opportunity of defending himself. At
the examination you did not allow me to say that which I
think and have done as a member of the C. P. of Bulgaria, and
to give a full characterisation of the C. P. of Bulgaria. I protest
against this atitude of the Court and beg to be heard.

Your Lordships. As the proletanian class is a necessary
product -of the social-historical development, and as it is a
universal iruth that the capitalist class distributes and con-
sumes the comumodities on a national and international scale
solely for its own use and benefit without having produced
them itself, while the proletariat, on the contrary, although it
produces all the wealth, possesses nothing except its labour
power, — it is clear that the inreconcilable class struggle bet-
ween capitalism and the proletariat and its trade union, youth,

rafive and party political organisations is historically
inevitable and historically necessary. -

The vanious economic partial struggles between the prole-
tariat and the capitalists are extending as a result of this fun-
damental antagonism, are becoming more profound and tur-
ning into political struggles between the two classes on a na-
tional and international scale. These struggles are now led by
the most disciplined and active section of the proletarian class,
namely by thé Communist world Party, and that is the Com-
munjst Infernational and its sections, with us the C. P, of Bul-
garfa; Che Communists make no secret of the fact that the in-
tensifying and deepening .class struggles are inevitably leading
tto the social revolution and to the proletarian dictatorship. The
irreconcilable class struggle, tthe soocial revolution, and the pro-
letarian dictatorship as the last stage on the way to the class-
less Communist society — these are the fundamental principles
of all the various Communist panties, including the C. P. of
Bulgania as a section of the Comintern.

But the C. P. of Bulgaria, having such a programme as
well as conducting propaganda and working in the sense of
such a programme, was up to 1923 a legal Party. In the majo-
rity of the other countries the Communist Parties, whose priu-
ciples are the same, are quite legal. This is due to many cir-
cumstances of which 1 have not the possibility of speaking
here. The fact is, however, that while the bourgeoisie in this
or that country, as a result of the economiic crisis and national
catastrophes, is more and more losing in influence and credit,
the Communist Party, -on the other hand, is gainting in in-
fluence and credit, and this not only among the working masses,
but also among all the toiling and economically and nationally
suppressed masses. The more ithis becomes apparent the more
ready is the bourgeoisie to throw aside ithe cloak of bour-
geois democracy- and to resort to a - white-guandisd, fascist
dictatorship. .

Our bourgeoisie, which .after the disastrous wars was
completely compromised iin the eyes of the mass of the people
and which ifeared the tremendous growth of the credit and the
power of the C. P. of Bulgaria and of the peasants’ Leagme,
which was going more and more o the Left under the pres-
sure of the masses — our bourgeoisie, which was incapable of
opposing on legal basis the united front of the workers: and
peasants which was being . built from below, resorted ‘o the
typical means of minorities. to nocturnal, ultra-conspirative mili-
tary coup. ‘

While the C. P. of Bulgania openly preached the revolt
of the people and 'the social révolution, but had not directed
its course to an early and imminent armed revolt, the bour-
geoisie, even before. June Oth, 1923, created in alliance with the
monarchy a purely militarist conspiratory organisation - (“Ku-
brat”), «carnied out the coup, consolidated and extended its con-
spiratory organisations and methods of work, passed the law
for the defence of the realm and placed the C. P. of Bulgaria
and the Young Communist League under exceptional laws, It
bloodily suppressed the people’s: revolt: of Septemver 1923,

undertook mass persecutions and exercised a monstrous terror
which was answered spontaneously irom below with the panti-
san movement and the counter-terror, which however was not
the work of the C. P. of Bulgaria, but of individual persoms,
communists and non-communists, until the events of April 16th,
1925. From the documents which have been produced at the
trial — declarations (including those of the C. C. of the C. P.
of Bulgariaj — from all that was ascertained at the legal exa-
mination, even from the statements of M. Mitev (the chief of
the Polifical Police), it is obvious that the outrage is not and
cannot be. the work of the C. P. B. nor ot its C. C., but is the
work of the insane provocative policy of the “Democratic
Union”, which policy is also being continued today.

While the C. P, B. before and especially after April 1925
openly declared that, in view of ithe present exceptional ocom-
ditioms its policy is not directed towards the armed revolt, and
while it adopted a clear, caltegorical repudiation of individual
terror and of the partisan movement, the “Democratic Union”
still keeps the C. P, B. outside of the law and practises a mon-
strous terror against it and against the whole people.

The Public Prosecutor stated in his speech that this aban-
donment of the policy of armed revolt is only a tactical ma-
noeuvre and -is not a final abandonment of the armed revolt on
principle. The C. P.B. does not deny that it has not renounced
and does not think of renouncing the proletarian dictatorship,
but it declared and proved that under the present special con-
ditions it does not follow the course of armed revolt.

It is a fact that the conditions which revolutionise the
masses and lead them to armed revolt are not created by the
C. P. B., but by the eccnomic and political .development of
modern bourgeois imperialist society and by the home, foreign
and economic poiicy of the ruling class. With a relative econo-
mic prosperity, ‘with a State policy which does not lead the
country to new military adventures and catastrophes and with
a democratic, even if bourgeois, inner political regime, the
C. P. B, even if it had wished, could not in any case have
pursued the policy of armed revolt.

The causes for the possible adoption of such a course,
therefore, do not rest with the C. P. B. but with the bour-
geoisie, in the present bankers’ rule of the “Democratic Union”,
which, by its whole policy and particularly by its foreign
policy aiming at an alliance with fascist ltaly and imperialist
Great Britain, is preparing insane adventures and fresh natio~
nal disasters. If this should actually come to pass and if the
masses should then rise from below to the armed revolt,
the C. P. B. — I declare it openly — will not remain in-
active and not betray the revolt, but will place itself courage-
ously and unreservedly at its head.

But what it demands today, and what all Communists are
working for, is the following:

The prevention of the new threatening Balkan and world
war. .
Inner normalisation of the political life by dissolving the
fascist organisations.

Transierence of the taxes and other economic burdens om
to the shoulders of the bourgeoisie, fight against reparations
and peace treaties, raising of the consuming and economic
power of the working class, all round protection of labour.

Breaking away of Bulgaria from fascist Italy and imperia~
list Great Britain.

Peace and Federation of the Balkan peoples.

Restoration of -peaceable diplomatic and commercial rela-
tions with the Soviet Union. :

Support of the national freedom movements of the peoples;
united front between the workers and the natiomal revolutio~
nary -organisations.

Complete and ‘unconditional amnesty. SR

Abolition of the law for the defencé of the realni.

Measures for, combating unemployment, high prices and
profiteering. . ‘ . : :

Indemnification of ithe victims of the white terror and their
families and children. - ‘ : ‘ :

The realisation of this programme, which is the programme
of the working masses and ithe only one the applica;t‘ion"*bf
which can preserve the courtry from fresh home and foreign
political disasters, presupposes above all the abolition of the
regime of the “Democratic Uniott” by the calling of free general
elections and the taking over of power by-a democtatic-govern-
ment of the workers, whose political parties must therefore
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make every effort and sacrifice in order to establish the united
front of labour.

But instead of listening fo these demands of the workers,
the “Democratic Union” keeps. the law for the defence of the
realm in force, refuses to grant an amnesty, terrorises the people,
and is preparing to rule for yet amother four years by means
of terror and exceptional laws. '

In such circumstances there remains nothing else for the
C. P. B. except, either to liquidate itself or to continue its exi-
stence and to work illegally. The result of its four years of un-
exampled resistance and its illegal activity has proved that,
in spite of all sacrifices, the judgement of history will be pro-
nounced not against the C. P. B. but against the “Democratic
Union” and against the law for the defence of the realm.

I know that as a member and an active soldier of the
C. P. of Bulgaria I shall be ccndemned under the law for the
defence of the realm. The C. P. of Bulgaria is not a new Party,
but the same old, famous C. P. of Bulgaria which was dissolved
by. the Supreme Court under the law for the 'defence of the
realm; it is the Party of the Bulgarian working ciass, which
never ithinks of abandoning its historical aims, tasks and
practice, still less its membership of the Commuuist Inter-
national. '

Your verdict will, however, be the best proof that your
justice dis not a justice standing above the classes, and I per-
sonally shall be proud of this verdict. For if you condemn me
under the law for the defence of the realm, you should know
that this law has long been condemned by the whole of the
Bulgarian people with the exception of the “Democratic Uuion”
and of the fascist organisations and elements. Nearly all par-
ties have long since pronounced against this law; and an-amnesty
for the victims of this law, i. e. an amnesty for the members
of the C. P. of Bulgaria has long been the demand of the
people and of the world democracy. And that proves that the
people demand the legalisation of the C. P, of Bulgaria and of
the Young Communist League as well as the restoration of the
co-operative “Osvoboshdenie” (Freedom).

This judgment is much more categorical, is clearer and
heavier than yours, and shows that it is nonsense to demand
the liquidation of the C. P. of Bulgaria. The workers and the
people do not want it, nor will they permit it; and anybody
who demands it will be ruthlessly expelled from the ranks of
the movement, which for a Communist means political suicide.
When I say that, your Lordships, perhaps you think of my
letter known as the “Testament to my comrades®). I request you to
allow me to make the matter clear. _

At no time, either before or after this letter, have I de-
manded- the liquidation of the C. P. of Bulgaria. This letter
does not express my true thoughts, feelings and my will; it is
the momentary result of special psychological and other circum-
stances which I.do not wish to speak of here. For a moment
I was seized by the idea, not to liquidate the C. P. of Bulgaria
itself, but to cease for the time being its illegal activity. Even
when 1 was in the police headquarters I wished 4o des:tro?l
this letter, a fact to which the police inspector, Mitev himsell
will bear witness.

The aftempts of the newspapers “Democrat Sgovor”, “Mir”
and others to make use of the letter against the C. P. of Bul-
garia and against the amnesty as well as for the continuation
of the defence of the realm and for the terror against the C. P.
ot Bulgaria, and also the reception with which the letter met
among my mnearest friends and excellent Communists and in the
C. P. of Bulgaria, convinced me that — apant from all other
circunistances — this opinion of mine is not and cannot be the
opinion of the C. P. of Bulgaria and my true communist
fellow-comrades. And it is ridiculous and absurd to maintain
that the C.P. of Bulgaria can liquidate. even provisionally, its
illegal activity. So 1 must openly confess and declare that this
opinion is ridiculous and absurd. The individual persons and

*) A few months ago Comrade Pavlov, after fearful torture
in the Sofia prison and before a second unsuccessful attempt at
suicide, wrote a letter in which he expressed the opinion that,
owing o the overwhelming power of the enemy who is procee-
ding ruthlessly and wishes brutally to suppress every sign of
life of the C. P. of Bulgaria with blood and iron, the Party
must, for the time being, cease its illegal activity. The govern-
ment press made use of this letter for its own purposes by
interpreting the opinion of Pavlov as a demand for the liqui-
dation of the C. P. of Bulgaria, which of course is wrong.
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leaders can make mistakes, but the movement cannot make
mistakes. History directs it along the right path.

Therefore, your Lordships, judge and condemn me under
the law for the defence of the realm. Your judgment ~will
clearly prove that in Bulgaria, “conspiratiory”  discoveries are
made by the police in a manner, the miserable character of
which has been clearly demonstrated, that various functionaries
of the labour movement and whole labour organisations are
condemned on the word of a single witness, and solely on
the basis of statements which have been extorted by shameful
tortures and inquisitions.

Your judgement will finally prove that one can be sen-
tenced in Bulgaria not only on account of acts, but also for
holding ideas and convictions. The individuals who actively
work for the victory of the working class, can fall in the fight;
they may be overcome by despair and for a time lose their
true faith; they can also often make obvious mstakes in the
belief that they are thereby serving the working class and the
C. P. of Bulgaria, their true leader for 30 years. But there is
no power existing, either in the whole world or with us which
is capable of checking the advance of the whorking . class; there
is not a single personal or collective will which can divert the
C. P. of Bulgaria, the Party of the fighting, revelutionary Third
International, from the path which had been prescribed for it
by history. '

I served this rising class and its Party, the C.P. of Bul-
garia and its International, with all my physical and mental
powers. I will also serve them in the future,

Long live the C. P. of Bulgaria!

Long live the Communist International!

Long live the fight of the advancing revolutionary working
ctass with us and in the whole world!

The Trial of the Communist Jour-
nalists before the Exceptional Court
in Rome.

A few days ago a ftrial took place in Rome before the
Exceptional Court of a group of communist journalists, one-
time ‘editors ‘of the “Unita” (“Unity”) and the “Stato
Operaio” (“The Workers State”), for conspiracy and in-
citement to class hatred through the press.

The trial dealt with the aclivity of the accused up to Sep-
tember 1926 when they were arrested and handed over to the
civil authorities. The occasion of the arrests was the distribu-
tion of a leaflet in the streets of Rome dealing with the appoint-
ment of the Italian Crown Prince as a Senator. The police
accused the members of the editorial staif of the “Unita” in
Rome of having prepared the leaflet in question and of having
formed an insurrectionary association. The evidence of the trial
produced no proof whatever for the guilt of the accused who
were performing a perfectly legal acitvity, i. e. the correspon-
dence service of a newspaper which is published in accor-
dance with all the legal requirements. ‘

After having raided the offices of the “Unita” in Rome
under orders from higher authorities, the police charged ten
communists, despite the fact that there was no material against
them whatever. The ten are: Ottavio Pastore, the parlia-
mentary editor of the “Unita”; Giuseppe di Viitorio, one-time
member of parliament and editor of the “Unita”; Remano
Cocchi, editor of the ‘“Unita”; Felice Platone, editorof. the
“Unita”; and of the “Stato Operaio”; Edmondo Peluso, corre-
spondent of the “Pravda” and editor of the “Unita”; Vincenzo
Baccala, manager of the “Unita” offices in Rome; sPyund <Rkl
employee of the publishing house S. E. U. M.; Filippo D’Ago-
stino, manager of the same publishing house ané gt “Stato
Operaio”; Giovanni Fornari, {echnical student, and Salvatore
Celona, employee of a private firm. o i »

The ten accused were arrested on the 20th:Septéinbet.! The
legal authorities in Rome who were being wtrged! by the political
authorities and who had no material against theé ‘accused, passed
them on to the Milan courts by declaringthat! the cagéd “was
in connection with a process taking ‘place’ in - Milan> againsti
Terracini, Bibolotti and others. The .legallhuthorities: dnoMilan!
did not know what to do with the B aceused, 'so- theyswidsHed:
their hands of the whole matter ard:genttheladeused!ibagk 16!
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the prison in Rome, declaring themselves not competent in the
affair. Finally the Court of Appeal in Rome was compelled to
give a verdict in the matter, which it did, acquitting the accused
on the charge of conspriracy, but handing them over to the
court for "delinquencies in connection with the press laws.
After eight months of imprisonment while awaiting trial  the
accused were released.

But after the attempt of November 1926 the trial was han-
ded over to the exceptional court which declared the previous
verdict of the Court of Appeal to be null and void and found
the prisoners guilty of conspiracy and sentenced them as fol-
lows: D’Agostine received 4 years hard labour and 3 years
under special surveillance; Ricci received 5 years hard labour
and 3 years special surveillance; Fornari received 7 years and
9 ‘months hard labour and a fine of 1500 Lire; Pastore, Di
Vittorio, Platone, Cocci, Peluso and Baccala each received 12
years hard labour. :

Once again communists have been sentenced to over a
hundred years hard labour. In the trial of the communists of
Toscana the court passed sentences amounting to over 200 years
hard labour.

that comradely criticisms has become fractional criticism. The
broad, masses of the workers and peasants have regarded the
attacks of the opposition as attacks upon the basic principles
of the Communist Party and of the soviet power. Naturally,
this was not the case, but nevertheless, the very fact that the
attitude of the opposition was so understood shows that more
reservation and more comradely forms of criticism are neces-
sary. I consider that criticism within the Party is of para-
mount importance, but this criticism should not lead to ‘mutual
accusations of all the deadly sins. An objective and sober dis-
cussion of the questions is mnecessary. Only such a discussion
can offer any guarantee for a speedy and correct solution of the
questions at issue. .

“The present moment places the Party before a number of
very complicated questions which demand to be discussed. The
moment demands speedy decision, but it also demands. the grea-
test possible unity of action and the greatest possible eiforts
to solve the questions upon the lines decided. Under these cir-
cumstances, a fractional attitude towards the ‘decision of definite
questions can only be damaging to our cause.”

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

AGAINST IMPERIALIST WAR |

Opening of the Session of the Exe-
cutive Committee of the Communist

International.

Moscow, 10th May 1927.

The opening session of the ordinary session of.the plenum
of the E.C.C. 1. took place on the 18th May in Moscow.

The agenda is the following:

1. The danger of war and the fight against it.

2. The problems of the Chinese revolution.

3. The convening-of the Sixth World Congress of the Com-
intern. . ‘
* 4. Other questions. A :

The session of the Plenum will Jast a few days.

The “Pravda‘° on the Session of the

E. C. C. 1L

Moscew, 19th May 1927.

Referring to the opening -of the plenum of the E.C.C.I,
the  “Pravda” writes:

“The Plenum is opened in an extremely important and dan-
gerous historical moment.

Capitalism has openly raised the banner of fascism and
reaction. The offensive against the working class in Europe,
against revolutionary China and against the Soviet Union are
the three links in the chain of the main struggle of imperialism
against the revolution.

The danger of war has grown very considerably recently.
Existing contradictions have been intensified on an international
scale. The strengthened reaction is hurrying to drown the revo-
Igtion .in blood. But the Union of Red Republics is strength-
ening and the Chinese revolution is growing.

#iThe solidarity of international bolshevism is more than
éver -necessary now. The Comintern will give the answer to the
questiohs placed by history. It will show the proletarian parties
thé correct way.”

=~V

Lai‘ation of Comrade Krupskaya

Joonot - ..o
egarding the Opposition.
o " Moscow, 20th May 1927.

~17 Thedf{Pravda? has published the following letter addressed
to:the-Editorial; Board from- comrade Krupskaya, the widow
af-comrade [benint, -,

<. “Those ;gomrades, who are closely acquainted with me know
that; as. eagly ras Jast” Autumn 1 withdrew from the opposition.
Irat fonvingad: that the epposition in the C. P. of the U.S.S.R,,
incliding s mysel, thave-gone too far with their criticism, that

1 :
the quahtity: rof. the criticism, was in excess of the quality and

TIEVIE

Imperialist War and Social
Democracy.
By A. Kurella.

A child knows what the social democracy did in the last
war. Just now, when the Social Democratic Parties and the
so-called “Labour and Socialist International” consider it neces-
sary to come forward in every possible form “against war”,
it is advisable to go throught the archives once again and see
what these same people who in August 1914 in all countries,
urged the workers into the war for “Justice and Right and the
Freedom of Small Nationalities”, promised before the war to
do “against war”. g Y Com o ata

This is all the more important in view of the fact that to-day
the social democrats declare that that which they did in 1914 was
nothing but the carrying out of the decisions which they had
previously adopted. One of the war-patriots of the Labour and
Socialist International, the Austrian social democrat, julius
Deutsch, writes in a pamphlet which has just been published in
German, “Wehrmacht und Sozialdemokratie” (The Social Demo-
cracy and the Army):

“When in the August days of 1914 the socialist parties
of France and Germany supported their respective govern-
ments, -they were only carrying out that which they had
previously announced in their programmes”.

What had they actually announced in their programmes?
It is well-known that prior to the war two international con-
gresses of the Second International dealt expressly with the
question of the war danger and the fight against it, i. e, the
Stuttgart congiess in 1907 and the extraordinary congress in
Basle in 1912, The concluding paragraphs of the resolution on
the subject adopted in Stuttgart declare:

“In case of a threatened outbreak of war, then the
workers and their parlamentary representatives in the -coun-
tries in question must do everything in their power to
prevent the outbreak of war by adopting the necessary
measures. These measures will vary and differ in intensity
according to the intensification of the class struggle and to
the general political situation.

“Should war nevertheless break out, then it issthe duty
of the social democracy to work for its speedy termination
and to use all its forces to utilise the economic and political
crisis brought about by the war to stir up the people and
thus to bring nearer the moment of the abolition of capitalist
class domination.”

Thé congress in Basle expressly confirmed this decision and
added to it:

“Recent events have more than ever made it the duty
of the proletariat to devote the greatest strength and energy
to its systematic and joint actions...

“The congress places it on record that the whole socialist
international is united concerning the fundamental principles
of foreign policy. It appeals to the workers of all countries
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_to oppose capitalism and imperialism: with the power of the-

international solidarity of the proletariat... It categorically
demands peace. Let the governments remember that in the
present state of Europe and having regard to the spirit of the

working class, they cannot declare war without danger to.

themselves. l.et the governments remember that the Franco-

German war was followed by the revolutionary outbreak of

the Paris Commune, that the Russo-Japanese war set the

revolutionary forces of the people of the Russian Empire
into movement and that the military and naval armament
competition has greatly intensified ' the ' class-conflicts inm

Great Britain and on the Continent and has led to tremendous

“mass strikes...” _ )

“The proletariat is conscious that at this moment it is
the bearer of the future for all humanity. In order to prevent
the destruction of the flower of all peoples who are threatened
with all the horrors of mass-murder, famine and pestilence,
the proletariat will use all its energy.” -

~ These were the most important sections of the resolutions of
these two congresses. After they were read at the congress the
representatives of the great Social Democratic Parties came for-
ward one after the other and solemnly annouriced the readiness
of théir parties to carry out these decisions. Haase promised in

the name of the German Social Democratic Party:
, “We will therefore use the methods ofiered by our con-

"ditions and our political and trade union organisations, {o
~ set the maximum of our strength into action with a view to

- maintaining that which we all wish to maintain, the peace

of the world.” .

In the name of the French socialists, Vaillant promised:

“Neither insurrection nor a general strike against war
is excluded. The latter is certainly the best method to check
the dangerous ambitions of the ruling classes... The value
of the Manifesto lies in the fact that it appeals for the

 mobilisation of all forces, for the application of all means,
without fear, in order to fend off the greatest possible

-misfortune for humanity. This will be done if every section in

- "the .mass action does its duty.” _ ‘

This was the language and these the decisions of the leaders
of the Second International before the war. Whoever reads
these lines will think to have simple words with a clear meaning
before him. And nevertheless, it is the above decisions and
declarations, which Deutsch declares, determined the attitude of
the social democracy at the beginuing of the war. And. in a
certain sense, Deutsch is right, for at the same time as these
social-patriotic leaders voted for these resolutions, they made
their own interpretation of them in accordance with their whole
polity of an alliance with the imperialist bourgeoisie of their
various countries. The'phrases which were intended to deceive
the working masses into the belief that the social democracy
really opposed war, were never meant seriously by the leaders.
Deufsch lets us into this secret in the pamphlet from which we
have already quoted. He writes: )

“This attitude (The attitude of the social democracy in
August 1914. ‘A. K.) was not in contradiction with’ the
programme of the Parly, although it was in opposition to
the pacifist feelings of many Party comradés who were
previously not conscious of the contradiction existing' bet-
ween their opinions and the opinions of the Party leaders.”
To-day as before there is a great objection amongst the

working masses to imperialist war. In almost all countries the
sacial democracy is in the opposition. In order to re-enter the
government it is exploiting the anti-war spirit of the masses by
presenting itself once again as the only defender of world peace
and the only fighter against war. Recently the socialist press in
all countries has raised a great outcry against war once again.
Great promises are being made again.

But to-day, just as before the last great war, the same con-
tradiction exists between the opinions of the workers and “the
opinions of the Party leaders.” The workers. take the -phrases
against war seriously, but the Party leaders are prepared now,
just as they were in" 1914, to betray -the masses and.to support
their own governments. ' : ) . .

Whoever should doubt this, then let him read the following
remarks of the same Deutsch in the pamphlet already mentioned
which has been published in the Publishing House of the German
social democracy. He writes: .

“Should' a war nevertheless break out, then .it will be

© still -more difficult for the working class parties to-:answer

it with a clear and definite no! than was the case in 1914,
" because they have become important’ and potent factors in
the state. ;

“Wars are a historic phenomenon. We hope that the
time. will come when that is no more true and humanity
is free from this terrible scourge, but as long as that is not
the case, the Social Democratic Parties will have to accept
war as a horrible but, unfortunately under certain circum-
stances, unavoidable misfortune.” -
Before the last great war, the social democracy promised to

fight against war with all means. In actual fact it betrayed the
working class. The social democracy of to-day promises once
again ta fight war. It will betray the workers, now and in the
future, just as in 1914. ' ’

The Future War and the Wdrking
Class. '
By D. Maretzky (Moscow).
IL.

Experience .during the war of 1914 to 1918 showed that
this was not only a fight between the armies on' the battle-
fields, in the trenches, on the sea and under the sea and in
the :air, but also a grandiose competitive war of the belligerent
industries. The economy of the belligerent States was trans-
formed into war economy ‘suitably organised by the imperia-
listic dictatorship. The economic_management of the war (the
onganising of provisioning, of transport, the militarisation of
the whole of economy) was a matter of supreme importance.
The conducting. of the war was secured by the iron contact
of the front and the base, whereby the previous conception of
the relationship between the “iront” and ‘“the interior” was
greatly modified by the experience of the world-war.

It-is clear that the big imperialist war of the future must
be a war of still more pronouncedly indystrial type. The future
war is a war of machines!) in the double sense of the word.
It is probable that in the future, warfare .-will be still' more
mechanical than it was in the last war. The motor will play
a prominent role in this war?). It will also be a war of
machines in the sense that even the possibility of carrying on
the war will be determined by the increasing production of
mechanical means of destruction, as also by the increasing out-
put of means of praduction (building of machines and benches,
etc.), destined for the manufacture of means of destruction. The
industrial centres are the chief forges of. ‘the imperialist war}
they are the industrial slaughter-benches. The magnitude and
the capacity of the .industrigl centres are the best guanagtee for
military success. ‘ ' Gt TRATE AW

In this connection we can appreciate the strategic tenden-
cies created by the theorists of the war of the future: to occupy
the industrial centres of the enemy, if they are not too far
distant from the front, but if they are well inside the country,
to cripple them by gas-attacks from the air and to destroy
the centres of the war-industry; the big metallurgical works,
machine-factories, etc. ‘ R

The decisive “productive” power of the future war of high
“industrial tension” is the working class. The workers in- fac-
tory and workshops are of just as much importance from. the
standpoint of high strategy as fighters in the battles of the
future as the soldiers, or, in any case, of no less importance.
The experiences’ from 1914 to 1918 compelled the army staifs
of the :belligerent countries to draw soldiers back home again

1) “The war in the future will, in a great measure, if not
completely, be a war of machines.” W. W. Frunze: “On new
Roads”. Moscow. “Military Messenger.” - ; ‘
1925, p. 107. '

) The basis of the whole of war’ technies is the motor.
The motor in the air, the motor on the ground. The motor in
all its manifold. application, beginning- with the Pavesi six-wheel
waggon and ending with the single-seater tank for infantery.
Also the motor for automatic machines. The motor for heavy

artillery. The motor for trains. The motor for the Aviachim.

The motor — everywhere. “War and Revelution”, Vol. 1. 1927.

p. 177 to 178. In this fashion B. Dolivo Dobrovolsky presents

gei)_conception of a future war as developed by Colonel Rowen
obinson. : - SRR



640

International Press Correspondence

No. 31

from the front, many hundred thousand qualified workers being
thus returned to the factories and works. ’

The toughness of the workers, the possibility of increasing
the productivity of labour even under poorer living conditions
among the workers, even under the regime of ‘“war-famine”
— all these are necessary premises of war.

While they are feverishly arming, energetically developing
war technics, and transforming war industry into the leading
branch- of the whole of industry, the imperialists are -at the
same time eagerly piling up the “variable” capital of the future
imperialistic war. The imperialists are fully conscious that a
war without the participation of the millions, without will to
war on the part of the immense masses of the worker and
peasant population, without the “strictest discipline of the
masses” at the “front” and “at home” is impossible.

This is the reason for the strenuous endeavour towards
an ‘appropriate. mental ‘mobilisation, which is at present being
carried on by the imperialists; hence the general militarisation
of the population, including women and the youth introduced
by the imperialists. Hence the draconic war laws of the “newest”
French type (Paul Boncour’s law); hence simultaneously with
the maintaining of a standing army the systematic prepara-
tion and training of many-million-strong reserves of men for
the future war.?) Hence the nicely camouilaged organising of a
preliminary ideal -disarmament of the masses, the military drill,
the hammering in of the idea of “defence of home and country”
etc. The specific treatment of sport in the various imperialist
States, the creation of sports organisations of a semi-military
character under fascist leadership, etc. '

The working class will be the decisive mass-power of the
future war. Without the “will” of the working class the impe-
rialists will not be in a position to carry on a big war.

"The question, whether the second cycle of the imperialist
wars will be brought about or not, whether or not the magna-
tes of finance-capital will succeed in dragging humanity once
more to the shambles and proceeding with the mass production
of corpses — that depends most decidedly upon the attitude of
the working class, which alone is in a position to avert war
or, in case it should break out, to couvert it into a civil war.
The supreme historic responsibility, therefore, lies with the
proletarian vanguards of the individual countries, as also with
the “vanguard of the vanguards”, with the whole Leninist Com-
munist. International.

~ UNION OF SOVIET REPUBLICS
Workers’ Protection in the Soviet
' Union. ’

By S. Kaplun (Moscow).

. The only land, in which workers’ protection legislation
actually corresponds to the demands of the working class and is
strictly adhered to, is the Soviet Union. . .

“The - workers” protection -legislation of the Soviet Union

represents the minimum standard of working conditions im the
private ‘or State enterprises. Further improvement of working
conditions beyond the scope of the respective legal regulations is
achieved by the insertion of the relative points in the collective
contracts concliided between the trade unions and the employers.
If a trade union concluded an agreement whereby working con-
ditions would be less favourable than those afforded by the
‘workers’ protection laws, or if a worker should agree, under
pressure or voluntarily, to submit to such a contract, the con-
tract would not be recognised as legally binding. o
Workers’ protection in the legislation in the Sowiet Union
is actually under-the control of the workers themselves, because

%) The number of “military trained” reserves in the big
imperialist States are distributed as follows: France 5,500,000;
Great Britain 4,500,000; Italy 4,000,000; Japan 3,200,000; the
United States 3,000,000 men. It will be seen that the imperialist
Moloch is counting his millions well in advance!

These data are from the work: “The tendencies in the con-
struction 'of the armed forces beyond our frontier” (1926—1927),
under the general editorship of Shigur.

the People’s Commissariat for Labour, which has control of the
wotkers’ protection legislation, works in closest touch with the
trade-union organisations and under their constant -supervision.
The supervisors — factory inspectors — are elected by the wor-
kers themselves.
© What is the
Soviet Union?

In pre-revolutionary Russia an eleven and a half hour wor-
king day was prescribed by the law as maximum, but in practice
the day was still longer. During the first period of the Russian
revolution, under the Kerenski Government, the workers in many
factories themselves introduced an eight hour day, but there was
no legal regulation, because the Government in which the So-
cial-Democrats (Gwosdev and Skobelev) participated as Mi-
nisters for Labour, declined to issue the respective law.

The Soviet power, however, published on the fourth day of
its existence, November 11th, 1917, a decree introducing the
eight-hour working day. In trades and professions especially
injurious to health (dye factories, mining, Heating processes in
the metal industry, tobacco. manufacture, gas-works, chemical
industry, several processes in the porcelain and glas industries,
etc.) the working day was cut down to seven, six and even four
hours. After four hours of work there must be a midday rest.
ches of national economy which may claim shorter working
hours. After four hours of work there must be a midday rest.
For night work, which is harder and more injurious to health
than day work, the maximum working hours are fixed at seven
or still less, though wages are still calculated as for an eight-
hour day. For all brain-workers a six-hour working day is
prescribed, for, on account of the greater strain on their nerves,
their work tends to exhaust the organism more quickly than does
purely physical work.

Over-time is permitted only in the most exceptional cases,
in cases specified exactly by law, with not more than 120 hours
per year per worker and not more than four hours in two con-
secutive days, and even then only with the approval of the trade
unions and the labour inspectors. The rate of pay for over-time
is: first two hours; time and a half; subsequent hours; double
time. ‘

. Every worker has the right to an uninterrupted weekly rest
of forty-two hours; in view of this, work ceases in the factories
two hours earlier than usual on the day preceding the rest-day.
In case this is impossible on Sunday or any other rest-day pre-
scribed by the law, every worker must be given the legal rest
in the middle of the week. Work on Sundays and holidays’ counts
at time and a half. ' -

- Finally, the workers’ protection code prescribes a minimum
holiday of two weeks for all persons who have worked on a
wage-rate for 51/ months without interruption, and it is imma-
terial whether the work is done in a private factory or a State
enterprise and what the nature of the trade or profession is.

The actual condition of things in the Soviet Union is as
follows: According to statistical investigation; the average wor-
king ‘day, including over-time, is 7. 6. hours, i. e. less than the
eight hours prescribed by the law. This is to be accounted for
by the fact that, in accordance with legal regulation, there are a
certain number of workers who put in less than eight hours, and
also by the fact that hours are curtailed on the day preceding
the legal days.of rest. During the years 1923 to 1925, the averags
working day was 7. 8 hours, 1920 8. 6 hours, 1917 8. 9 hours,
but in-1913 10 hours.. . '

The prescribed yearly holidays, which could not be granted
regularly under war-time Communism by reason of the state of
war, are now strictly adhered to. This may be seen from the
following figures: In the year 1920, the workers enjoyed per head
5. 8 days of actual vacation, in the year 1922 10. 3 days, in the
year 1925 14 days, which really means more than two weeks,
for there are only 12 working days to two weeks of work.

What are the legal regulations concerning the protection of
female labour in the Soviet Union? '

In this direction, legislation in the Soviet Union has realised
the principal demands of the working class. According to our
workers’ protection code, women may not be employed in
mines or on work of a heavy nature or such that is injurious to
health, while night work is also forbidden for women. Tn indi-
vidual cases, where it is absolutely unavoidable, the People’s
Commissar for Labour has the right to permit women to work
at night, for instance, in the telephone and telegraph services

position in regard to working hours in the
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and' in hospital work. But even in these cases, pregnant women
and women who are suckling children may not be engaged in
night work nor may- they do over-time. In regard to 'unusually
dangerous work  there are special laws prohibiting the employ-
ment of female labour. ‘

Sharp attention is naturally given to the protection of wor-
king mothers, One of the chief demands of ‘workers’-protection
and also of the workers’ organisations was ‘adequate -alleviation
for women in relation to child-bearing. According to the old
Russian law of 1912, expectant mothers. got a fortnight's leave
prior to confinement -and four weeks after the ‘birth, making
altogether six weeks.- : : : . -

. The- legislation of the Soviet Union is-very liberal to the
inothers in this respect. Women who have to do manual work
get eight weeks’ leave before the birth and eight weeks after;
temale brain-workers, six weeks both before and after. So that
the women workers may have the possibility of suckling their
children after resuming work, legislation provides for an obli-
gatory interval for this purpose (in addition to the regular
dinner-time) of at least hali an hour’s duration and at least every
three and a half hours. In this way, the working mother has at
her disposal three short pauses, during which she can suckle her
child, ‘if there is a dav-nurserv in the factory; if, however, a
mother lives far from the factory, these intervals may be lumped
into a two-hour interval, which permits her to get home, even
if she lives a considerable distance from the factory, and get
back to work in time.

During the suckling period, the female worker gets a suck-
ling allowance (an eighth of the average monthly wage paid in
the locality), as well as a single allowance amounting ‘to two
weeks’ money at the local rate. During her vacation, the woman
gets full pay, inclusive of the average piece-work rate; overtime
and bonuses, which is paid by the insurance fund and which
permits her to use her vacation to rest and strengthen herself for
the approaching birth. .

In this relation the question of reduction of staffs has come
to the fore, and the Commissariat for Labour has issued a decree
in, the interests of female workers, in accordance with which
pregnant women and those who have accouchemént leave
may not be dismissed; mothers of large families and those
who have little children to provide for must be among the last
to be dismissed when staifs are being reduced. :

Now for the question of juvenile workers.

The legislation of the Soviet Union forbids the employment
of youths under 16 years of age. Those children of under 14
years of age who were at work before the October revolution
were ‘gradually dismissed, and the possibility of education and
social welfare was provided for them. Youths of 14 to 15 years
of ‘age may be taken on, in case of great material need, in
apprentices’ shop-schools. All youths from 16 to 18 work only
six hours; and no youth under 16 years of age is allowed to do
night-work, to work in a mine or to put ‘in over-time. Youths
also enjoy longer holidays as ‘well as preferential treatment in
respect of admission to sanatoria, convalescent homes, forest
schools, etc. )

There is a list compiled of professions and processes in
which youths of under 18 years of age may not be employed,
because they are especially injurious to health or dangerous.
Every year the juveniles have to undergo examination by offi-
cial doctors. The curtailed working-day put in by youths must
be paid as a full day of eight hours (according to the appren-
tices’ tariff or. according to.the general tariff in case they are
doing independent work). According to special legal regulation
juveniles enjoy the same rights as adult workers in respect of
-working agreements. Parents or guardians, as also the . officials
representing ‘workers protection, hdve at all times the right to
dissolve an agreement, -even though it apply to a definite period,
if the health. of a youth is thereby endangered or the youth is
in any other way injured. S

The hygienic-technical regulations of workers’  protection
are of special significance. o

In the Soviet-Union there exist a number of legally enforced
regulations covering lygienic conditions in the factory and the
prevention of accidents. They relate to the design ‘of machines
“and ‘shops, to the prevention “of injuries arising from’ warious
trades, poisoning, etc.; to ventilation, adequate lighting, -etc.; to
‘the” removal of dust, the modifiying “of ‘excessive heat and
‘counteracting humidity “and injurious gase¢, Furthermore; there
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are explicit regulations” governing the 'screening of belting and
other moving parts to prevent possible. accidents.” In injurious
trades the workers have, in addition to shorter hours, longer
holidays, special protective clothing and footwear, masks, re-
spirators or milk -and fat products, which -in‘ case of poisoning
arising from work may also function as antidotes. Workers
engaged on dirty: jobs also have' soap’ given to them to
take home. v

The law covering the so-called téchnical opening-inspection
is of great importance. Acoording to this law new industrial
plant, big repair work, reconstructions, etc. may be proceeded
with only when they satisfy all regulations covering safety,
trade hygiene and all the sanitary by-laws. All construction' and
repair plans must be submitted to the local. office  of factory
inspection for approval. . sl

About: the middle of 1925 a further important workers’ pro-
tection law was issued. For the purpose of perfecting the pre-
vention of accidents it is forbidden to build in the Soviet-Union
or to import from abroad machines which have not previously
been provided with the respective guards. :

And, finally, a few words may be said about the super-
visors of workers’ protection. In the Soviet-Union, the factory
inspectors are elected by the working masses themsleves, i. e.
by the trade unions of the locality or district in question.
Furthermore, factory inspectors, who prove to be unsuitable,
may be dismissed at any time by the trade unions, who miay
appoint others in their places. Factory inspection is subsidiary
to -the workers’ protection departments, which keep in close
touch with the trade unions and act under their supervision.

Before the revolution there were only 220 factory inspec-
tors in Russia. On January 1st 1926 there were 1,118 at work
in the Soviet Union. In January 1926 there were among the
factory inspectors of the R.S.F.S.R. 75 percent of workers,
5.8 percent peasants and 19.2 percent staff employees; in the
Ukrainean Socialist Soviet Republic 75 percent were workers,
223 percent peasants and 2.7 percent employees. The great
majority of the labour inspectors have previously worked .for
years in the factories. Again, there are 250 doctors ‘working
in the organisation of the workers’ protection supervision as
sanitary inspectors and about 350 engineers as technical inspec-
tors, all using their knowledge and rich experience for the
protection of health and life among the masses of the workers.

THE YOUTH MOVEMENT

Opening of the I‘ourth Congress of
the Young Communist League of

China. S
' Wuhan, .19th May 1927.

The Fourth Congress of the Chinese Young Communist
League has been opened in Wuhan. Representatives of the Young

.Communist International, the Young Communist League of

the Soviet Union, the Communist Party of Great Britain, the
Communist Party of China, the Kuomintang and many other
organisations, delivered speeches of welcome to the congress.

The agenda is the following: R

1. Speech upon the results of the Fifth Congress of the Com-
munist Party in China: 2. Speech of tthe representative :of-the
Y. C. L. 3. Report of the Central Committee of the.Y. C: L.
of China. 4. The policy and the tasks of the League. 5. The work
in the trade unions. 6. The work in the countryside. 7. Statutes.
8. Kuominfang movement. 9. Elections. SR .

The congress issued an appeal to the.Chinese youth . and
sent off a telegram of greetings to the E. C. of the Communist
International in the name of 40,000 young communists and of
the whole working class and peasant youth of China whose
representatives were present at the Congress.
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IN THE CAMP OF SOCIAL DEMOCRACY

The Congress of the Duteh Social
- Demoecratic Party,
By A.de Vries.

~ The Congress of the Dutch Social Democratic Party (S. D.
L. P.) was held from the 16th to 18th April last in Utrecht.
This Congress ‘was mainly remarkable for the fact that for
the first time for many years there was to be seen a certain
unrest’ and discontent among the broad masses of the mem-
bership. :

‘The S. D. L. P. is one of the most Right wing of the
parties affiliated to the Second Infternational. Its . policy is
out ‘and out reformist. It appears to be pacifist, but in essence

it is' imperialist.

. From ‘the report of the Central Commifttee it can be seen
that the membership of the S. D. L. P. (about 40,000) has for
several years practically remained stationary. It should be noted
at the same time that the percentage of the women members
has inoreased from 21 fo 28% 'since 1922. At the Party Con-
gress a numerically tolerably strong opposition made its
appearance in the question of the participation of the social de-
mgcratic parliamentary fraction at ‘the opening of the sessions
of Parliament. This opening. of Parliament is .an imposing
ceremony performed every year by the queen, and partakes
the character. of 'a demonstration for the monarchy. For this
reason fthe social democratic members had formerly always held
aloof  from this ceremony. But as the policy of the central
commiftee aims at a coalition government with the bourgeois
parties, this custom of abstention from the opening ceremonies
was changed last year by the parliamentary fraction without
the "authority” of a' Party decision first being obtained. The
opposition, which was led by van Goes, one of the founders
of the Party, called upon’ the fraction to return to its old
practice. Its proposal was rejected by 478 against 363.

- In.other and more essentially important questions the Op-
position was less. strong.

The attitude of the social democratic members in the First
and - Second- Chamber regarding the Treaty between Holland
‘and Belgium' was ohly,‘lﬁg’ht&y touched wpon: This Treaty was
adopted ‘by the ‘Second Chamber with a very small-majoritv, but
‘Wwas rejected by the First Chamber with-a two thirds nrajority. In
.poth Chambers the fraction of the S. D. L. P. was divided
on’ the " question, “although the Cenitral Commiftee. of the Party
had declared itself in favour of the Treaty. The -Treaty con-
tained very important privileges for Belgian capitalists, who,
among other things, received .permission to construct a canal
from Antwerp to the Rhine. Further, the prohibition of Belgian
warships passing down'the Schelde from Antwerp to the sea
was -abolished. This provision, which threatened to drive
Holland: more and more into the imperialist complications,
was: the main .reason why the Communist Party opposed the
Treaty. ' The- social democratic opponents of the Treaty, ho-
wever, rejected it because thcv feared the severe competition of
the port of Antwerp with Roitterdam. ‘

The differences within the social democratic fraction went
so far ‘that the leader of the S. D. L. P. in the aapital of the
country,  Wibaut, most charply attacked in the first Chamber
the chairman of -the Party, Polak. This was mentioned at the
Congress in several. speeches. The Party Congress, however,
did not adopt an: aftitude towards this important question.

The differences within the social democratic fraction went
and the leadership of the free trade unions confinue fto exist.
“Fhe” President ‘of the N. V. V. .(Amsterdam itrade unions),
‘Stenhuis,” who was present at the Party Congress, refused to
deliver a speech of welcome. A sharp discussion between him
and the leader of the S. D. L. P. Albarda 'has been continued
after the Party Congress. As regards Stenhuis, it appears that
he has again abandoned his “radical” views He has come
forward in the Amsterdam International as one of the bitteresi
opponents of any understanding with the trade unions of the
Soviet Union. .

The real Left opposition in the S. D. L. P., which is still
weak and which is grouped round Fimmen and Schmidt, did
not even attempt to put forward their views at the Congress,

although the mood of the members was such that if they had
done so they would undoubtedly have achieved a certain effect:

Speaking generally, it can be said that the Central Com-
mittee of the S, D. L. P. has ito a very considerably extent
lost contact with the masses of the members. In broad circles of
the membership discontent and dissatisfaction with the refornuist
policy and the actual support of Dutch imperialism are be-
ginning to make their appearance.

THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT

Women’s Workin the United States.

By Kate Gitlo w, (Sec. United Council of Workingclass House-
: wiives). :

_In the United States, the married women are quickly under-
going a tremendous change from being domestic, i. e., house-
wives, tthey are becomiing working women. It does not maiter
whether they are office or factory workers. The fact is that the
housewives of today can be the working women of tomorrow.
Others are housewives by night and working women by day.

The high cost of living and especially the high rents are
dniving even the well paid union workers’” wives to earn some
money {o help maintain the American standard of living, ds it
is called here. There is no question that the poorly paid un-
unionized workers’ wives must work in order to make both
ends meet. .

When the world war broke out the worker in American
was promised a better life. After the world war, the workers
expected a more comiortable, easier life, but on the contrary,
they have been confronted with more hardships. This does neit
exclude the befter paid unionized workers. Big business in
America immediately after the world war, began a campaign
for breaking up the unions iin favour of the open shops. The
cost of living has risen and the wages have either gone down
or are the same as before the war when things were much
cheaper. g

These changes are affecting the minds of the workers’
wives, It is now much easier to organise them than it was
before the war, It is true that there were up-risings of house-
wives against the high cost of living before the world war.
They died down with the coming of the war. Due fo the acti-
vities of the bourgeoisie which was engaged in time of war in
organising the great masses of workingclass women for the
war, the women have been brought to social consciousness.
Now when they are not so un-informed about organisation, it is
much_easier to talk organisation to them,

The worker’s wive, the housewive, knows that. she has to
fight for better conditions for her family at home, for better
housing, for befter schooling and for other things that vitally
concern the workingclass housewives. In the meantime she
is also learning thaft the most important struggle goes on on the
industrial field, on the job where she or her husband works.

In the last three or four years, working women’s organi-
sations have been set up wiith distinotly workingclass character
such as the United Council of Workingclass Housewives, an
organisations of trade unionists’ wives and wother workers’
wives. The activities of this organisaftion during the different
strikes as fthe Passaic, the Paper Box Makers and the Cloak
Makers and Furriers strikes have done away with the illusion
that women’s place is only in the home.

It was the United Council of Workingclass Housewives that
came in time to the Textile Strike and it has not only carried
on ltremendous relief work, but it has also carried on organi-
sational work by organising the striking women, the strikers’
wives and other working women and  workers’ wives. These
woimen are now organised into working women’s councils
affiliated to the United Council of Workingclass Housewives
where they are learning quickly the lesson of the class struggle.
This proves that even housewives who were never thought
much of, dan understand the great advantage of organising and
combining the working men and women at home and in
the shop. R

The United Council of Workingclass Housewives-is fighting
on. many fronts with the workers, men and women,  carrying
on relief, picketing and holding mass meetings, organising the
workers’ wives in #he different struggles that are going ion
for better . conditions for the workers. Many of the women
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are being arrested for their militant participation in the diffe-
rvent strikes.

The workers’ wives are moving nearer to the shops and
factories. During the Cloak Makers Strike, a commiltee for work
among women was formed consisting of women from the in-
dustries and workers’ wives, o

 Cloak Makers Wives have been organised into cloak makers
wives’ councils. These cloak makers wives’ councils are not
only helping in the struggle of the Cloak Makers but are par-
ticipating in ithe struggles of ofther workers. With the reactionary
bureaucraits’ attack upon the left wing, the committee is enga-
ged in organising especially the Cloak Makers and Furriers’
wives for the defence of the imprisoned cloak makers and
furriers and against the reactionary labour bureaucrats.

 These organised Cloak Makers and Furniers’ wives coun-
cils are -affiliated to the United Council of Workingclass House-
wiives. '

Working women and men are beginning to realise the
great necessity for organising and educating the great masses of
workingclass women in the shops and the homes. They are
beginning to see now that the workingclass women and men
must unite in a common struggle to protect their interests.

The Joint Women’s Committee is determined to organise
greater masses of trade unionists’ wives, to unite with working
women from other trades. This committee has organised a
larger commiftee of 25 from trade unipon and workingclass
women’s ‘organisations to spread this movement nationally.

The committee had their first conference with women from
shops, trade unions and homes fo arrange a mass nieeting for
the women-to enroll them for the defence of the imprisoned
cloak makers and furriers. Fhe mass meeting was held in Cooper
Union on April 6th, 1927. 3000 women irom the shops and
homes jammed the hall to proftest against the reactionary labour
bureaucrats and for the defence of the imiprisoned cloak makers
and furniers. This was the first meeting of its kind where
working women from the shops and homes responded in such
great numbers.

Most of ‘the activities of the United Council of Working-
class Housewives are on the industrial field. The barricades
against the ‘women, especially against the housewives, that they
ga‘nﬂow be organised and serve the working class, have been
broken. .

The task of this committee of 25 is now to organise trade
unionists’ wives and to unite them, with the working women
from the shops nationally for the defence of the imprisoned
cloak makers and furriers from the left wing. The task of the
committee is even greater. It has o establish permanent dele-
gated conferences on a national scale where the women from the
shops and homes and trade unions can come together and discuss
problems of the workingclass as a whole and will act unitedly
with the men workers and will be a standing army to rally at
a moment’s notice to defend their common interests.

TEN YEARS AGO

The New Russian Government.

Petrograd, May 18th. (Petrograd, Telegraph Agency). As
regards the distribution of the ministerial posts, the Govern-
ment and the Democratic parties have come to the following
agreement: :

Prince Lwow, Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior,
Tereschtschenkov, Foreign Affairs, Konovalov, Commerce and
Industry, Dodnev, Controller of the State, the Socialist Skobelev,
Vice-President of the Soviet of the Soldiers’ and Workers’ de-
puties and Labour Minister; the lawyer Pereverzev, Justice;
the  Socialist Tshernov, Agriculture; the Nationalist Socialist
Plechanov, Food Supplies; Kerensky, Army and Navy; Shin-
garev, Finance; Zeretelli, Post and Telegraphs; Nekrasov,
Traffic; Manuilev, Public Education.

Apart from these, Professor Grimm and Prince Shakovskoi,
Secretary of the first duma, were put up as candidates for the
offices of a mintstry for affairs concerning the Constitnent
Assembly and for the Ministry of Public Assistance. :

Opening of the Russian Peasant Congress.

Petrograd, May 18th. (Report of the Petrograd Telegraph
Agency.) In the People’s House in Petrograd, the opening
session of the Congress of Peasant Deputies from the whole
of Russia took place yesterday, aitended by 2000 persons,
amongst them 561 delegates. In his opening speech, 'deputy
Maslov discussed the tasks of the congress: firstly, thai of re-
cording the opinion of the peasant class; secondly the neces-
sity of all keeping before their eyes not omly ‘the rights they
had acquired but also the duties they hadto fulfil; thirdly the
protection of the interests of the peasant class, fourthly the
protection of all the interests of the free country and of its
glorious future. Breshkobreshkovska, to whom the honorary
presidency was ofiered, made a speech emphasing the neces-
sity of increased activity at the fromt, which was the omly
way to hasten peace. Thomas, the French Minister of Munitions,
who was also present at the session, greeted the congress in the
name of the French peasants. Shingarev,  the Agricultural
Minister, gave expression to the hope that the people, which
was sending out its sons to defend the country, would not
withhold from the country bread and munitions, without which
it was impossible to carry on war or to conclude peace.

The Coalition Government in Favour of a “General” Peace-

and Opposed to Separate Peace Treaties.

Petrograd, May 19th. (Report of the Petrograd Telegraph
Agency.) The newly formed Provisional Government has. pu-
blished tthe following .declaration:

The newly-formed Prowvisional Government, strengthened
by the representatives of revolutionary democracy, declares that
it will, with all energy, put into effect the idea of liberty, equality
and fraternity, under the flag- of which the great Russian revo-
lution came into being. The unity of the Provisional Government
is based on the following pninciples of ils future activities:

In foreign policy, the Provisional Government, in  agree-
ment with the whole people, rejects any thought of a sepdrate
peace and openly makes it dts aim ‘to restore general peace
in a way which aims neither at the predominance over other
peoples nor the confiscation of their nationai goods, ‘nor the
seizure by forcei of the territory of another country — a peace
without annexaltions and without compensations on the basis
of the right of self-determination of the peoples.

Being firmly convinced ithat the fall of the Tsarist Govern-
ment in Russia and the firm establishment of democratic prin-
ciples in home and foreign policy have strengthened the allied
democracies in their new efforts for a permanemt peace and
for a fraternal spirit between the peoples, the Provisional Go-
vernment will take steps lto prepare an agreement with the
allies on the basis of the declaraltion of April 9th.

Being convinced that the defeat of Russia and its allies
would not only be a source of the greatest misfortune for our
people, but would also positpone or render impossible the
conclusion of a world peace on the above mentioned basis,
the Provisional Government is sure that the revolutionary army
of Russia will not allow the German troops to destroy our
Western allies which would set them free to throw themselves
against us with the whole force of their weapons.

Election Appeal of the Bolsheviki in ‘Connection with th§
Approaching Soviet Elections. ' k

Petrograd, May 20th. “Pravda” publishes the Bolshevist
election appeal for the coming elections. The delegate: should
advocate the following points of view: 1. The war continues
to be an imperialist war. A just peace is only possible if the
capitalists and landed- proprietors are turned out in every
country. 2. The peasants, organised under the ‘conirol of the
peasants’ and agricultural’ workers’ Soviets, should ‘at once take
over the whole of the land without waiting: for the Constituent
Assembly. 3. With regard to work — the eight hours’ day
must be introduced, wages raised and the production and distri-
bution of goods placed under the control of the Soviets. 4. AH po-
wer to the Soviets, no confidence in the “new Government”: 5. The
police and standing army should be replaced by a militia and
general arming of the people. 6. The only way successfullyto
combat economic ruin and starvation is by breaking ofi the war
and placing all the power in the hands-of the Soviets of the
Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies. . =
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Wilson in Favour of a “Practical’ Basis for Peace.

Petrograd, May 25th. The Minister for Foreign Affairs has
received a note from the American Government in answer {o
the note of the Provisional Government with regard to the aims
of the war. In his note Wilson says that America does not
wish to have any material advantages from the war and that
the fraternisation of the peoples is an empty phrase until it is
backed by practical forces. Until this has taken place, it is
impossible to dispense with any of the means of protection for
right and security against autocratic Powers.

The Fight Agaihst Economic Ruin.

Petrograd, May 24th. The economic department of the
Executive Committee of the Petrograd Soviet of Workers’ and
Soldiers’ Deputies has passed a resolution with regard to the
fight against economic ruin. The resolution points out the decay
and the catastrophic position of the national economy. The
Provisional Government has done nothing to improve the si-
tuation. The Coalition Government cannot refuse to take the
necessary measures to improve our national economy.

‘It is necessary to create advisory organs and executive or-
gans which should regulate systematically our economic life
under the guidance of State administration.

The advisory organs should be appointed in the centres and
in the provinces; they should consist of representatives of the
general public, of the party, of commercial and industrial asso-
ciations etc.; they should be called upon to determine the
situation in our national economy by a given date and to work
out a programme of the economic measures which should be
taken. ‘The central organ should be an auxiliary to the Pro-
visional Government. It is time to place our national economy
under. the control and guidance of.the State. The prolits of the
industrial concerns of private persons must be regulated; some
branches of industry are ripe for a State monopoly, others for
the formation of trusts to be regulated by the State (coal-mining
and the naphtha, metal, sugar and paper industries), and, as
regards the other branches of industry, the State must control
the distribution of raw materials and the fixing of prices.

In the domain of finance, the issue of paper money must
be stopped, the possessing classes must be more highly taxed
and .internal credits must be taken up. As large a part as
possible of State expenses must be covered by taxes (prohibition
of the traffic in land, dissolution of saving banks eic.). Should
these measures not suffice, compulsory loans must be resorted
to. It is necessary that work and the rational distribution of the
workers in the country should be regulated by the State.

The 8th Party Conference of the Cadets.

Petrograd, May 22nd. Miljukov read a paper on the si-
tuation. Winarev, speaking for the C. C., moved a resolution
which said that in the present circumstances, when the country
is threatened by the dangers of the disintegration of the army
at the front and of anarchy within the country, the Cadets
cannot leave the Government in the lurch... They welcome the
statement of the Provisional Government with regard to the
necessity of consolidating the army and to unbroken loyalty to
the allies... The party of the Cadets promises to support the
Government. S
THE EFFECT OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION ABROAD.
The Dutch-Scandinavian Committee declared perinanent under

the Pressure of the Workers.

Stockholm, May 18th. The Dutch-Scandinavian Committee
unammously passed the text of a new invitation which runs:

Under the impression of the Russian revolution, the pressure
of the working class has become so strong that the commiitee
has resolved to declare itselt permanent. It is taking up its work
by organising . special conferences with the individual parties
and fractions. The parties are asked ito. present their conception
of ithe problems of war and ithe questions of peace. The com-
mittee will endeavour to find a common platiorm which will
serve as a basis for possibly summoning a general conference.
The committee points owut -that the negotiations which have
taken place hitherto - have alreaidy revealed great difficulties,
because embitterment .is strong and the motives of the best
people ‘are the subject of suspicion. -At the same time however
it has become clear ithat open discussion does away with many
misunderstandings. ;
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The proclamation concludes with the words: “The Inter-
national must come together again.” It is signed by Troelstra
and van Kol from Holland, Branting and Sjoederberg from
Sweden, Nina Bang from Denmark, Pidnes form Norway, Huys-
mans and Egberg, the secretaries, Stauning was prevented
from appearing by Ministerial duties and arrived later.

The Conference of the Zimmerwalder postponed.

Stockholm, May 17th. The secretariat of the Zimmeryald
Committee writes: The Soviet of Workers and Soldiers in
Petrograd is invited to the 3rd Zimmerwald Conference which
s fo take place in Stockholm on May 31st. The Executive
Committee of the Workers’ Soviet wrote that this was only by
way of preparation for the conference planned by the Workers’
Soviet itself. The international commiitee having confirmed this
point of view, the Workers’ Soviet resolved to send Skobelev
as a delegate. Skobelev was already on his way to Stockholm,
but was apparently compelled to break his journey owing
to events within the party. In order to make it possible for
the Workers’ Soviet to take part in the discussion, the. lnter-
national Commiftee has resolved to postpone the Zimmerwald
Conference which was planned for May 31st till the middle
of June.

Tisza’s Fall.

Bada Pest, May 23rd. As the King refused his consent to
the Government Bill concerning the franchise, Count Tisza,
the Prime Minister, handed in the resignalion of the Cahinet,
which the King accepted.

In the club of the Labour Party, Tisza held a speech
directed against the Monarch. He slated that some people,
apparently intintidated by international events, tend to make
over-hasty concessions. e warned the King against daring
experiments which might lead to conditions which would be.in
contradiction to the historical character of the Hungarian nation.
Tisza laid stress on the fact that his party would not, to please
anyone, consent to the leadership in Hungary being taken out
of the hands of the “intelligéntsia”. ,

Embitterment among the English Workers.

London, May 22nd. The strikes were discussed in the
House of Commomns. Anderson, a Labour Member, spoke on
the great embitterment among the workers. He warned the
Government against repressive measures which might bring the
country to the verge of a revolution; he said he had had the
opporfunity ‘of convincing himself in various industrial centres
of the colossal embitterment.

The Mutinies of the Soldiers on the

French KFront.
(May — June 1917).
By Marcel Fourrier (Paris).

At the beginning of 1917, the soldiers in France were tho-
roughly weary of the war. The war seemed to drag on for
ever. Bluntness and loathing had followed the enthusiasm of the
first days. The senseless offensive of 1915, the slaughter before
Verdun in 1916 had decimated the fighting troops without
bringing the mililary issue of the war a day nearer. )

The Briand Government, which realised the necessity of
making the impression that it wanted to do something, had
resolved to call upon those in supreme command of the army
to prepare a great plan of offensive for 1917," the plan of a
simultaneous attack on all fronts. In December 1916, General
Joffre, the “kind-hearted murderer”, had been removed from
the supreme command and had been replaced by General
Nivelle, who had attracted attention by his unusually successiul
military operations before Verdun in 1916.

"From January onwards, rumours were circulating through
all the cantonments at the front of an approaching ofiensive to
break through the enemy’s lines. At the commanders’ quarters, the
officers’ messes, in the dug-outs and dressing stations, everyvbody
tried to find out more details about the sudden attack which was
to throw the “Boche” back behind the Meuse, about the part
the coloured troops were to play, about the - aircraft and the
mysterious ‘“tanks”, which pulverised railway lines, levelled
up trenches and crushed everything in their path. In order to
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raise the  morale of the troops, it was, trumpeted abroad that
it was a case of the last, the “peace ofiensive”, which would end

the war with a brilliant military victory, as: a result of which

all the soldiers would return to their own hearths as heroes.

.. The replacement of the Briand-Liautey Ministry by that of

Ribot and Painlevé, made no change in the plans for the offen-

sive. It was finally fixed for April 17th.

* g *

. On Aprll 16th, the ofiensive began to develop on the iront
of. the 5th and 6th armies.

“At 6 a. m., with snow falling”, wrote & :trustworthy

© witness, “the French infantry made a storm attack in the

" section of the front between Rheims and - Soupir; the

German machine-guns, which were posted in advance,
mowed down the first ranks; powerful counter-attacks de-
veloped at suitable points. The enemy fire devastated and
decimated our ranks and with certain aim hit the enormous
masses of reserves of infantry, artillery and cavalry which
had been thrown into the front line in view of the great
assault. Long lines of artillery, army service corps -and
ambulance divisions blocked the roads; an indescribable
confusion reigned.”

On the night of April 18th, more than 20,000 French sol-
diers bled to death between the lines without the cause having
advanced a single step.

The Supreme Command however obstinately persisted in
its plan. On April 17th the offense was continued with equal
futility and loss of lives on the front of the fourth army.
General Nivelle persisted until April 21st in his murderous
insanity. In ten days the French front counted 34,000 dead and
more than 59;000 wounded.

* A*

* .

After the formal promises which had been made to the
fighting armies that this was “the last offensive”, a massacre of
this kind raised a storm of indignation and rage at the front.

From April 26th cnwards, breaches of d15c1phne took place
at the front of the 6th army. In certain regiments, which were
exhausted by ten days in the trenches, whole companies refused
to go out to fresh attacks. On May 3rd, a general mutiny broke
out on the front of the 2lst infantry division of the colonial
troops ‘It was cryelly suppressed. The dull fermentation and
agitation. however was only strengthened in “this way, both
among the units which had aiready been put to the test and
which were called back to the front aiter too brief a rest, and
among the fresh divisions which, on approaching the lines,

heard the indignant reports of their comrades about the mas-

sacres they had just witnessed.

The Government soon found itself compelled to turn into
account the wave of indignation which rapidly spread from the
front to the rear. Painlevé, the War Minister had not much
trouble in getling the incapable Commander in Chief removed
from his office. In order to '*save General Nivelle’s honour”,
as Painlevé wrote, word for word, many years later (“Revue
de Paris”, Jan. 15th, 1922), it was resolved not to replace
Nivelle until he had gained a ‘“success to retrieve his honour”.
Thus, in order to save the military reputafion of ‘an incapable
genéral Painlevé had a new offensive made which, between
May 5th-and 10th, became the baitle near Craonne and which
agari cost 20,000 human lives for less than nothing.

*

This filled the measure t» overﬂox\mff

The revolt, of which dull rumh]mf:s had alleady been
hea;d Dbroke out almost. mnuhaueously in fmy bodies of tr 00pS,
22 divisions "being affected. It origiated af the front, : But 1‘[
very.soon feund a strong, echo at the rear. &

The way things ' happened in ‘the l
fantry was as follows:

On May 20th the 1e01ment recewed the order to re-occupy
the front 1111e The 1”0th Regiment of Infantry, which had al-
ready received the szme order, had. refused to carry it out,

In the cantonments. groups .form round a few soldiers.
Cries are heard of: “We will not go forward again!” Meetings

gth' Reglment of ln

are improvised. The most moderate of the speakers castigate the

incapacity “of ‘the 'generals and the ministers. The boldest cry:
“Down with the war!” and they loudly declare that the thing
tso dot is to follow. the example of the Russian soldlers and form
oviets,

The mutineers take refuge in caves, carrying their rifles
with them. Thence they negotiate for three days with the
stronger party before they surrender.

Even in Soissoms, two regiments leave their cantonments
and storm the railway -station where they take possession of a
locomotive; they declare that they will march on Paris and -
turn the gas-bags, who are responsible for their being slaugh-
tered, out of the Palais Bourbon. At the station itself, a struggle
iakes place, and only after some lively fighting, do the ‘“loyal”
troops succeed in disarming the mufineers.

In the course of the month of May. such events recurred
frequently.

“On June 7th”, wrote Painlevé — in the ‘Revue de Parls’
— the condition at the Iront was so threatening that General
Petain, General Nivelle’s successor, demanded that courts
martial be set up again.” ‘

In the period between May 10th and june 10th, more than
150 death sentences were promounced for collective refusal:to
obey orders.

M. Painlevé boasted later that he had had *“only” 23 sol-
diers shot. In reality however -— unless the secret archives. of
the War Ministry are made public -—- we shall never know the
exact number of executions which took place at the front, nor
even the number of those who were condemued to penal servi-
tude which certainly involved many thousands.

In any case, the example of the Russian soldiers bore fruit
and the Supreme Command telegraphed that the Soviets  of
Russian soldiers should be isolated from the French troops. *

With regard fo this, M. Painlevé wrote:

“It was impossible to conceal from the Russian brigades
the new military régime which had been established in their
country (according to which the officers were elected and
were deprived of the right to punish); when the Provisional
Government appointed representatives tc negotiate with .the
troops in France, it was impossible to avoid taking facts
into account for better or worse . .. The example given
by these soldiers .through their Soviets, their resolutions
and their oftitude towards their officers demoralised the
neighbouring French troops, and the reaction was felt along
the whole front. The only remedy was to transfer them to
the interior of the couniry.”

In connection with the events at the front, strikes broke out
in various factories, especially in Paris and its neighbourhood
and in St. Etienne in the Loire Basin. “Safe” troops, cavalry and
Senegalese rifles were put at the disposal of the prefects. Above
all, however, use was made of treacherous Socialist and trade
union leaders in order to suppress the revolutionary movement
which was spreading in the factories. The. renegade leaders
worked so well that before long “order” reigned everywhere, all
the more because the Governuent allowed its lackeys to. grant
higher wages and further announced an increase of billet-money.

On June 15th the mutiny at the front was ended; by June

.30th the last resistance in the factories within the country was

broken. The French bourge()1<1° could breathe freely again and
resume the war.

Those who have Remained behind

the Revolution.
By J. Stalin.

From “Pravda” of May 17th 1017,

The revolution is sadvancmg As it deepens and expands, it
spreads from one sphere to another, revolutionising the whole
public and economic life of the countrv, from top o bottom.
- The vevolution, penetrating imdustry, raises the question of
]t3he cc;utml and regulation of production by the workers (Donez

asin

Laying its hand on agriculture, the revolution urges the
necessity of the collective cultivation of the neglected estites,
and of the provision of implements and live-stock for the pea-
sants ‘(Schliisselburg district).

By showing up the wounds inflicted by the war and *the
ecoftomic Tuin caused by the war, the revolution is penetrating
into the sphere of the process of distribution, is, on the one
hand, putting the question of the provision of: food to the towms
(the 'food ‘crisis) and -on the other ‘hand ' the queahon of the
supply of manufaetured articles to the villages {goods’ crisis).
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The solution of all these and similar questions which have

already become acute, demands the greatest possible initiative
on-the part of the revolutionary masses, the active interference
of the Soviets of Workers’ Deputies in the construction of the
new lite-and finally the transition of the whole power into the
hands eif the new class which is capable of leading the country
along the broad path of rveclution. -
. The revolutionary masses in the provinces are already
treading this path. In some places, the revolutionary organi-
sations have already taken the power into their hands (Ural,
Schliisselburg) by passing over the so-called “Rescue Com-
mittees”.

"+ The Petrograd Executive Committee, which was summoned
to ‘conduct the revolution, is trotting helplessly up and down on
the spot, remaining behind the masses and being out-distanced
by them, whilst it sets up the quite unimgortant quesiion of the
“candidature” for the Provisional Government in the place of
the "cardinal question of the seizure of the whole power. In
lagging Dbehind the masses however, the Executive Committee
is ‘at the same time lagging behind the revolution and putting
a spoke in the wheel of its offensive movement.

We have before us two documents of the Executive Com-
mittee: “A Leallet for the Labour Delegates at the Front” who
take presents with them for the soldiers and an “Appeal to the
Soldiers at the Front”. And of what do they speak? They speak
of the same backwardness of the Executive Commitiee, for in
them ‘the Executive Committee gives the most revolting anti-
revolutionary answers to the most important questions of the
present time.

The question of war. As long as the Executive Committee
was at loggerheads with the Provisional Government over the
question of annexations and contributions, as long as the Pro-
visional Government was manufacturing “notes”, while the
Executive Comunittee preened itself over its role as “victor”,
whilst the war for annexations went on in the same old way,
life in the trenches, the true life of the soldiers created a new
means of fighting — mass fraternisation. Fraternisation as such
is undoubtedly only an elementary form of the desire for peace.
Nevertheless, fraternisation, well organised and deliberately
carried out, may, in the hands of the working class, pecome
a powerful means for revolutionising the position in the belli-
gerent countries.

© What is the attitude of the Executive Committee towards
fraternisation?

" Listen:

“Comrades. scldiers! You will not arrive at peace through
fraternisation ... Those who assure you that fraternisation is
the way to peace, are leading yourselves and Russian freedom
into jeopardy. Do not believe them! (see lezflet).

" The Executive Committee advises the soldiers, instead of
fraternising, “not to withraw from offensive measures should
they be demanded by the situation of the fight”. (see “Appeal).
The point s that “defence” in a political sense, does not ex-
clude strategic offensive action, the occupation of new districts

etc. Tt is absolutely necessary.... in the interesis of defence,
to carry out an aftack, to take new positions.” (see “The
Leatlet”).

. To put. it briefly: “In onder to arrive at peace. we must
attaék and occupy foreign “territory”.

These are the expositions of fthe Executive Committee.

In what then do these imperialist representations of the
Executive Committee differ from {he counter-revolutionary
“order” of General Alexejev in which fraternisation at the froat
is regarded as ‘“treachery” and the soldiers are commanded
“to carry on a merciless fight against the enemy”?

And again: In what way do these expositions differ from
Miljukov’s speech made at the conference in the Maria Palace,
in which he demanded “offensive action” and discipline fromi
the soldiers in the interest of the “unity of the froni?”...

The question of land. The conflict which has broken out
between the peasants and the Provisional Government is known
to..all, The peasanis demand the immediate cultivation of the
soil belonging to the landed -proprietors, as they regard this
step as the only means of ensuring bread both to the popu-
lation of the country and to the army . at the front. In reply, the
Provisional Government declared war on the peasants in a
degisive way by decreeing that the agrarian movement is:“out-
side: the law” and sending commissaries: into the country to
protect the interests of the landowners against the “attacks”. of

the peasants “acting: on. their. own- initiative”. The Provisional

Government recommended the peasants to refrain from any
confiscation until the Comstituent Assembly had been summo-
ned; it would then decide everything. < '

What then is the attitude of the Executive Commiitee to
this question? - Whom does it support, the peasants or the Pro-
visional Government? :

Listen:

“Revolutionary Democracy will, in the most decisive way ...
advocate the expropriation of the estates of the landed pro-
prietors ... without indemnification in the Constituent Assembly
when it meets. At the present time however, starting with the
idea that an immediate confiscation of the estates of ‘the landed
proprietors ... might lead to serious economic conflicts in the
country, , revolutionary democracy warns the peasants against
any arbilrary solution of the land question as agrarian unrest
would not help the peasants but rather the counter-revolution”,
for which reason they are reconimended not io take possession
of the property of the landowners on their own initiative untii
the Constituent Assembly has come o a decision. (See
“Leaflet”).

Thus speaks the Executive Committee.

It is as plain as a pikestaff that the Executive Committee
does not support the peasants but the Provisional Government.

Is it not clear that the Executive Committee by assuming
such a position has descended to Shingarev’s counter-revo-
lutionary slogan: “Bridle the peasants!”?

Since when then have agrarian movements becume ‘“agra-
rian unrest” and “arbitrary resolutions” become inadmissible
questions?” What are Soviets as a whole, and among them
the Petrograd Soviet but an organisation which has arisen
“arbitrarily ?”

The Executive Committee uses the bogey of the “collapse
of the food supply” in connection with the “independent” cul-
tivation of the estates of the landowners. With the object of
increasing the capability of the population with regard to the
provision of food, the district revolution committee in Schliissel-
burg, which was formed “arbitrarily”, has resolved:

“In order that a larger quantity of cereals for bread, of
which there is a real deficiency, may be harvested, the com-
munities must undertake the cultivation of the available areas
belonging to the churches, monasteries, lormer apanages and
private owners.” )

What can the Executive Committee answer to this “arbi-
trary” resolution? What can-it place over against this wise
resolution than empty phrases about “arbitrary action”, agra-
rian unrest”’, “arbitrary resolutions” taken from Shingarev’s
daily orders?

Is it not clear that the Executive Committee has remained
behind the revolutionary movement in the provinces and, looking
backwards, has come into conflict with it?

Thus, a new picture unfolds itself before our eyes. The
revolution is growing in breadth and in depth, is constantly
spreading to new spheres, is penetrating into industry, into
agriculture, into the sphere of distribution and raising the
question of taking over the whole power. The provinces lead the
whole movement. Though in the first days of the revolution,
Petrograd took the.lead, it is beginning to lag behind. In this
respect ‘'we get the impression that the Executive Committee is
trying to stop at the point it has reached. A revolutionary
epoch ocannot remain at a given point — it can only move
forwards or backwards. Consequently, anyone who wanis to
call a halt during the revolution, will inevitably get left behind,
and he who is left behind will have no consideration shown
him, the revolution will thrust him into the camp of the counter-
revolution. .

Open Letter to the Delegates of the
All-Russian Soviet of the Peasant

Deputies.¥)
By N. Lenin.
Comrades, peasant deputies, - .
The Central Committee of the Russian Social Democratic
Labour -Party (Bolsheviki), to which 1 have the honeur to. be-
long, wished to give me authority to represent our party at the

_ *) The first AllRussian Congress of Peasant: Deputies was
held on May 17th 1917. T o Sl
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Peasant Congress. As until now, illness has prevented me from
fulfilling this commission, 1 take the liberty of addressing this
open letter to you, in order to greet the All-Russian union. of
the, peasantry and briefly to point out the far-reaching diffe-
rences of opinion which separate our party form that of the
“Social Revolutionaries” and of the “Mensheviki”. -

" These deep-reaching differences of opinion concern three
highly important questions, those of the land, of war, and of
the national Consiruction.

The. whole land must belong to the peasants. All landed
property nmust be handed over {o the peasants without any
compensation. This is clear. The question in dispute is: Shall
the peasants take possenssion of the land ai opnce, without
‘paying rent to the landowners and without waiting, until the
National Assembly is called, or shall they not?

Our party holds the point of view that the peasants should
adopt the former plan and recommends the. peasants. settled in
a district to take possession of the land at once, to carry out
these measures as systematically as possible, in no circumstances
to permit any destruction of property and to use every eilort
to increase the production of grain and meat, for our soldiers
at the front are suffering terribly from hunger. The National
Assembly will" work out the final laws with regard to. the
soil. Preliminary regulations must, however, be made by the
local organisations at omnce, before the spring-sowing; for our
Provisional Government, the government of the landowners and
capitalists is postponing calling the Coanstituent Assembly and
has not yet announced a date for which it will be summioned.

The provisional measures «can only be taken by the local
organisations. The cultivation of the fields is absolutely essen-
tial. The majority of the resident peasants will know how
best to administer and work the soil systematically. This work
must be managed by them in order to improve the provisioning
of the soldiers at the front. For this reason it is out pi the
question to wait until the Constituent Assembly is called. We
do not in any way dispute the right of the National Assembly
to determine in detail the final laws regarding the handing over
of the land to the whole people and the forms of its admini-
stration. For the time being, however, now, this spring, the
peasants on the spot must themselves take the initiative. The
soldiers at lhe front can and must send delegates to the
villages.

Further, a close alliance between the urban proietariat and
the poorest peasants (semi-prolelarians) is necessary if the whole
land is to be placed in the hands of the workers. Without such
an alliance it is impossible to defeat the capitalists, but unless
they are defeated the transference of the land into the hands
of the people will not remove the distress ot the people. The
soil cannot be eaten, and it is dimpossible, without nioney,
without means, to get hold of tools, cattle and seed for sowing.
The peasants must not put their trust in the capitalists nor in the
rich peasants (for they are capitalists too), but only in the
urban proletariat. In alliance with the latter, the poor peasants
can insist on the land, the railways, the banks and the fac-
tories being recognised as the property of all workers. If, ho-
wever, we are satislied to hand over the land to the people,
misery and distress will not be abolished.

In some districts of Russia, the workers are introducing
a kind - of supervision (control) of the factories. This super-
vision on the part of ‘the workers greatly benefits the peasants,
for in this way production is increased and the products be-
come cheaper. The peasants, to the best of their ability, support
this action of the workers, and refuse to believe the calumnies
spread by the capitalists against the workers.

*

The second question s that of the war.

" This war is a war of conquest. The capitalists .of all
countries are carrying it on in order to make conquests and to
increase - their own profits. This war can and will bring
nothing but destruction, horror, devastation and brutalization
to: the working people. The party of the class-conscious workers
and: the porest peasants, that is our party, condemns this war;
it is above supporting the capitalists of any .country; it is
attempting to bring about an end to the war as quickly as
possible by overthrowing the capitalists in all countries, by
kindling the proletarian -world revolution. ; -

o
.~ Ten -of the. Ministers in our. present Provisional Govern-.

ment belong to'the parties of the large landowners and capi-
talists, six it the parties of the *“Narodniki” (Socialist Revo-
lutionaries) and the “Mensheviki”. -In. our, opinien, the Social

Revolutionaries and the Mensheviki are comumitting a serious
and fatal mistake in taking part in the government of the
capitalists and altogether being prepared to support it. Men
like Zeretelli and Tchernov hope to persuade the capitalists to
put an end to this criminal war ol conquest as soon as pos-
sible. The leaders of the Narodniki and the Mensheviki ho-
wever are in error; for, in reality, they are helping the capi-
talists to prepare & new offensive against Germany, that means
they are helping to prolong the war and to multiply tenfold the
terrible sufferings of the Russian people caused by the war.

We are convinced that the capitalists of all countries are
deceiving the people; they promise an early and a just peace
and nevertheless prolong the war of conquest. The Russian
capitalists, who were supreme in the old provisional govern-
ment and who have the new Government in their hands, even
refused to publish the secret predatory treaties concluded by
the former Tsar, Nicholas Romanov with the capitalists of
England, France and other countries; treaties from which it is
evident that it was intended to rob the Turks of Constanti-
nople, the Austrians of Galicia, the Turks of Armenia etc. The
Provisional Government has recognised these treaties aund is
continuing to recognise them. In the cpinion of cur party,
these treaties are just as criminal as are those of the German
criminal capitalists and their bandit Kaiser William and his
accomplices. .

The blood of the workers and peasants shall not flow in
order that these predatory aims of the capitalists may be
realised.

This terrible war must be terminated as soon as possible —
not by a separate peace with Germany but by a general
peace, not by a peace concluded by the capitalists, but by one
forced on the capitalists by the working masses. There is only
one way to do this, that of transferring the whole power of the
State into the hands of the Soviets of the Deputies of the Wor-
kers, Soldiers and Peasants in Russia and other .countries.
Such Soviets alone are capable of putting an end to the frauds
of the capitalists and of preventing the capitalists from prolon-
ging the war. :

*

This brings me to the third and last question I raised,
that of the form of Government.

Russia must be a democratic Republic. Even the majority
of the landowners and capitalists agree to this, they who were
always in favour of the Monarchy, but have now realised that
the people of Russia will never admit of the Monarchy being re-
established. The capitalists are now exerting every efiort to
miake the Republic as similar as possible to the Monarchy,
so that, at any given moment, the Monarchy can be restored
(we - have examples enough of this sort of thing in many
countries). For this reason, the capitalists wish to maintain the,
staff of officials who are above people and under the command of
generais and officers. Unless, however, the generals aand officers
are chosen by the people, they will cerfainly be recruvited from
the class of capitalists and landowners. This we know irom the
experiences of ail the republics in the worid.

Our party, the party of ithe class-conscious workers -and
poorest peasants, is therefore aiming at a diiferent kind of de-
mocratic republic. We aim at a republic in which there is no
police hostile to ihe people, in which all officials, from the
highest to the lowest, are elected and are liable to be dismissed
at any time if the people demands it, their salary not being
higher than the wages of a skilled worker. We demand that
even the ofilicers in ‘the army be elected” and that the standing
army which is alien to the people and is commanded by a class
which is hostile to. the people, should be replaced by a general
arming. of the people, by a people’s militia.

We aim -at a republic in which the whole power of the
State, from top to bottom, belongs exclusively and entirely to the
Soviets oi the Depuiies of the Workers, Scldiers: and Peasants.

The workers and peasants form the majority of the popu-
ation. The power must belong to them but not to the land-
owners and capitalists. . N

The workers and peasants form the majority of the popu-
lation. The exercise of power and the administration must be
entrusted - to -their Soviets and not to the officiatbs. .

These are.our views, comrades, peasant delegates! We are
firmly convinced that experience will socn show the. broad
masses how wrong is the policy of the Narodniki and Mensheviki.
The masses will soon learn from experience that the salvation of



648 ‘International Press. Correspondence

Russia, which is on the edge of a precipice just as are Ger-

many and the other belligerent countries, that the rescue of the
peoples tortured by the war cannot be achieved by working
In common with the capitalists, in the power of the State is
transferred into the hands of the majority of the population.

Resolution
of the “April Conference.

The Situation in the International and the Tasks of the
Bolshevist Party. '

Since the end of the 19th century (1889 to 1914) an oppor-
tunist tendency has developed in the majority of the parties
of the 2nd International, fostered by the conditions prevailing
in the peaceful epoch which began ‘in 1871, the period during
which. the bourgeois national revolutions came to an end in
most of the countries of Western Europe, the epoch.of the deve-
lopment of colonial policy etc.

"~ The social foundations of opportunism are: 1. the aristo-
cracy of Labour, a more or less thin layer of workers who are
bought by their bourgeoisie; the bourgeoisie “sacrifices” a few
crumbs of its profits to corrupt these woikers. 2. The petty
bourgeois followers of social democracy who are linked with
social democracy not through the sogcialist programme, but only
through the democratic demands. }

Before the beginning of the present war, opportunism got
the ‘upper hand in most of the European Labour parties. Since
the beginning of the imperialist war (1914) opportunism has
turned into social chauvinism, into “defence of the country”.
In the imperialist predatory war, the defenders of the country
proclaimed “protection of the fatherland”, they' betrayed the
cause of the working dlass. Opportunism destroyed the 2nd
International. ‘ :

During the war, three chief schools have developed in the

Labour movement of the whole world:
' 1. The “defenders of the fatherland” in all countries have
broken with socialism and become ftools of their imperialist
governments, they have helped the capitalist governments to
prolong the war, they have, in practice, become class enemies
of the proletaniat. ’

2. The “Centre” — whose chief leaders in Germany are
Kautsky, Haase; in France Longuet, Pressemane; in Russia
Axelrod and others; in Switzerland Robent Grimm and others;
in Italy Turati etc. — replaced socialism by pacifism. The Cen-
tre is not calling upon the proletariat to overthrow the capitalist
governments, but is trying to persuade the present imperialist
governments to conclude a democratic peace. The Centre has

vacillated between the internationalisis and the defenders of the

fatherland, during the war it is not carrying on the revolutionary
fight of the workers against their governments, it is aiming
at unity with the defenders of the country on an international
scale; the Centre has not even drawn the necessary conclusions
from the split wiich has already taken place in social demo-
cracv in Germany. ‘

3. The revolutionary internationalists who, regardless of
the state of war and the regime of terror, have begun a fight
against war in every country. These are the groups of Karl
Liebknecht and the “Workers’ policy” in Germany; Maclean,
Tom Mann, the Left wing of the British Socialist party and of
the Independent Labour Party in England; Loriot (secretary
of the commiftee for restoring international relations) and his
comrades in France; in Italy the Left wing of the Socialist
party; in Awmspria the comrades who are grouped round the
Vienna Karl Marx Club; in America the Socialist Labour party
and the group which publishes ithe journal “Internationakist”;
in Sweden the party which has broken with the defenders of the
country and is led by Comrade Hoglund and others; in Holland
the party of the Tribunists, Panekoek, England, Roland-Holst,
Gorter and others: in Switzerland comrades who are grouped
round the journal “Jugendinternationale”. The tendency represen-
ted by the groups mentioned has carried on a fight dgainst
the capitalists in their own ocountries, and, during the war.
has broken with the social chauvinists and fthrown dowsy the
glove to the “Centre”. This is the only tendency which ‘has
remained true to socialism. To' it -alone belongs the future
of socialism. - o : o

In Zimmerwald and Kienthal, the “Centre” was in the ma-
jority. This weakened the Zimmerwald block from the begin-
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ning. The Zimmerwaid Block as a whole has rejected the
proposal of the Leit -wing to call upon ithe workers in all
countries to carry on an immediate revolutionary fight against
their governments. The Zimmerwald Block refused to recognise
the necessity of an immediate split in the official socialist par-
ties, thus robbing the Zimmerwald movement of its force. The
Conference of Kienthal condemned pacifism, both bourgeois
and socialist, in words. In deeds however, the majority of the
parties and groups belonging to the ‘Zimmerwald Block have
continued to pursue the policy of social pacifism. The vacil-
lating tactics of the Zimmerwald Block has resulted in Zim-
merwald becoming' a drag on the revolutionary movement in
some countries. *

It is the task of our Party which is working in the country,
in which the revolution began earlier than in other countries,
to take the initiative in crealing a third International. The latter
should break finally with the “defenders of the country” amd
fight resolutely against the vacillating policy of the “Cenire”.

The Conierence vigorously protests against the attempt of
restoration of the International by means of a reciprocal am-
nesty of the leaders of the social patriotic parties, and is
opposed to international conferences being organised in which
the social chauvinists take part. ' : '

Our Party remains in the Zimmerwald Block; sets itself
the task of carrying out the tactics of the Zimmerwald Left
within it, and commissions the C. C. to take immediate steps
to form the third International. ' "

The new socialist International can only be created by the
masses of workers themselves and by itheir revolutionary lights
in their own countries.

The Conference vigorously protests against the attempt of
the Berne Internafional Socialist Conference to come to a com-
promise with the organisers of the Stockholm Conference, with
the sacial patriots, Troelstra, Branting and others, in whose
policy the socialist proletariat has no confidence.

The Conference resolves to take part in the international con-
ference of the Zimmerwald Block which is fixed for May 18th
and commissions the C. C. to make arrangements for ‘it to be
represented at the said Conference.

The Meeting of the Peasant
Congress.
(Published in the “Pravda” of May 24th 1917)

The discussion on the question of approvisionment has givein
rise to lively disputes and caused a division of opinion among
the members of the Congress. The resolution proposed by the
presidium is a typical example of the liberal aftitude towards
the wounds caused by the war and the general ruin; it met with
a protest on the part of the peasants. The eyes of the latter
were opened to the real state of affairs. Nothing iiore is lo-
be seen of the “unanimity” of which the leaders of the Con-
gress boasted at the first session. The peasanis came forwand
with their own demands. They declared, openly aid straight
out that it wass no use struggling ugainst the ruin of economic
life with “loyal and submissive” resolutions. For this purpose,
decisive measures are necessary, to which neither the “So-
cialist” Ministers, and still less the Liberal landowners con-
sent. We hear the same in all speeches: Bread is demanded
from the peasants, but nothing is underiaken to restrict the
enornous incomes of the landowners and exploiters, to secure
for the peasants the iindustrial products of the towns — articles
of general necessity. It is necessary for the production and di-
stribution of bread to pass into hands of the peasants who are
organised in Soviets. No one can guarantee objects of general
necessity to the peasants wunless the organised -strata” of ‘the
poor urban population take on fthemselves the control of pro-
duction and the direct administration of ithe most important
branches of industry as well as the distribution of products:

A soldier from the South Western front complained that
those ait the front were verv badly provided for: “Only those
are clothed who can provide it ‘at their own expense. Those
who have no money go naked and barefoot, whilst the shops
in Petrograd are full of shoes. You, peasant comrades, must
consider that a moment will come when the soldiers will lose
patience at these deprivations.” Moot

The collapse of production is not decreasing, but is’ getting’
worse; the ‘railways are completely destroyed. only 30% of
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them are fit for traific; the landowners and exploiters have
their barns full of corn — and are waiting for prices fo rise;
the same thing is happening in the towns; articles of Juxury
are’ produced, while in the country there are no nails, no
shoes, no clothes; . there is no petroleym and, in the twentieth
century, we are burning chips of pinewood.. All the speeches
are full of complaints. o o

_ Here and there stores of articles. of general use, which
were found at the village shops, have been requisitioned. These
requisitionings however are only temporary hali measures;
the wvillages must be supplied with cheap goods, and in order
to do this, we must overcome the resistance of the capitalists.
The peasants shrink from ‘the class war, but when they can
hardly keep their heads above water, they will abandon their
deeply rooted faith in the Possibility, of public life being arranged
“in peace and good will” from above — without a fight “on
their own part”. 3

To-day a soldier spoke. He said that. which was nearest
to the hearts of the peasants, that nothing would come of all
the good wishes, that the Peasant Soviets themselves must
take over affairs and exercise control from top to bottom.. The
Ministers gave evasive answers to all these straight questions.

" The peasants insist on the private railways being requi-

sitioned; they are told they must wait until the State has
‘bought the railways, as though there were no other solution
to the difficulty! .
" The forests belonging ‘to private owners are being out
down. Who gets the money for the wood that is sold? The
Ministers reply: The lawiul owners. This again is no popular
solution of the question. . .

The Government refuses fto interfere with the war-profi-
teers. They say ‘that the capifalists subscribe to loans, but they
omit to menfion that they are enriching themselves through the
war; they are making 600 per cent profits! The only issue
from the . difficulty would ‘be the confiscation of war profits.
It is'not enough to introduce a bread monopoly, the transport
of bread to the railway must be ensured to the peasants. Who
will pay for this transport?

" There is a talk of revolt. But the soldiers at the front
are hungry, ill and in rags...

After this, a resolution was put by Comrade Smiiga in the
name of the Social Democratic fraction of the Soviet of Peasant
Deputies. This - time the over-zealous Social Cadet elements
could not prevent our coming forward. : .
Reponter: G. Safarov.

11, :
(Published in “Pravda” of May 23rd 1917.)
Yesterday the Congress discussed the question of the

Coalition Government, although this question had already been
decided without any discussion two days previously.

After the Mimisters had spoken, the delegation for the
negotiations with the Provisional Government was elected
without further ado.

In a perfectly correct way, although somewhat cynically
(after the manner of ministers), Tchernov said: “You do not
shake your fist at your opponent when the tussle is over.”
But the presidium which predominates in the Congress, found
it ‘necessary, when the tussle was over — “to shake its fist”
(towards the Left).

Comrade Michailov moved a resolution in the name of
14 non-party members to the effect that the formation of the
new Coalition Government was only “an intermediary stage
towards the transference of power into the hands of the All-
Russian Soviet of the Deputies of Workers, Soldiers and
Peasants”, that immediate steps must be taken to create the
All-Russian Soviet, that the present Government, in which the
large  bourgeois elements predominate, was not in a position
to solve the most urgent questions of home and foreign policy
in accordance with the interests of ithe majority.

The majority furiously- attacked this cautious and moderate
resolution of the non-party peasants. The resolution was imme-
diately called Leninist, Bolshevist etc. They fought against the
invisible enemy, but he was clearly described as the danger
from. the Left. Nothing was omifted, ali the means of demagogy
were brought into use.

When the direct question was put:

“What is to happen to the land until the Constituent

Assembly meets? Are the conditions of serfdom in the

country to remain in force?”

they answered evasively. The danger of “civil war®, of
anarchy etc. (which only exists in the imagination of the worthy
“Socialists”) was painted in the blackest colours. In the spee-
ches, the prejudices and ignorance of the peasants were casti-
gated, it was said that the majority of the delegates did not
know our views etc,

After these speeches, conversations were heard in the cor-
ridors to the effect that one had to become firmly convinced
that all these “Socialists” in the Government Block were wor-
king in the interests of the bourgeoisie. In the conversations,
the characteristic instincts and prejudices of ‘the country found
violent expression, the country which had only been roused
from its long seridom a few weeks ago. At the same time, a
certain contempt for the masses of peasants was perceptible:
You are not equal to the burden of power, alone, without
“those’ who do not work”, i. e. the “capitalists”, if the whole
soil with free disposal of it were handed over to you, the whole
thing would go to ruin. Nothing but disorder arises irom the
expropriation of the land, nothing but “confusion” arises from
the ppower of the peasants, workers and soldiers in the vil-
lages themselves without guidance from above. Groans and
complaints at the difficulties of power.

- Comrade Jermoshenko made a clear speech entirely in the
spirit of the attitude of our Party, but alas, no power of per-
suasion sufficed to break the confidence in “their” Ministers,
a ‘confidence hardly to be distinguished from that which until
recently they placed in the “kind authorities”.

It was interesting however to hear what the peasants,
who voted for the Coalition, were saying in the corridors:
“Never mind!” one heard, “we shall plough all the fields, but
we will not pay rent”.

The peasant is convinced that his power lies in his work
in the village; in the village they do not arrange things accor-
ding to orders from Petrograd (one of the social revolutionaries
who spoke against us, could not refrain from polinting out that
in. the Saratov Gowverment District, organised expropriation
has already been.carried out), in the wvillage they act accor-
ding to the demands made by life, and life does not wait. The
peasant however would like to settle everything in peace and
good will; the class fight in town and village alarms him; for
that reason he is in favour of an understanding between those
at the head, for that reason he is convinced that he will remain
master of his fate in the village. For that reason he votes for
“Socialist Ministers” who are hostile to ithe idea of the imme-
diate transference of the soil into the possession of ihe or-
ganised peasantry, and at the same ‘time (for the time being
only in the corridors and at home in his village), declares
himself in favour of immediate expropriation.

The ‘inequality of ithe development of conditions in the
country was expressed in these contradictions.

The voting for the resolution of the presidium was: all
against 16, 17 abstaining from voting; for the resolution of
Comrade Michailov: 17 for, the rest against, 14 refraining
from voting. )

Reporter G. Safarov.

One of the Secret Treaties.
By N. Lenin.
(Appeared in the “Pravda” of May 23rd 1917))

It is well known that the first thing the *revolutionary”
Provisional Government did with regard to its foreign policy
was to declare that all the secret ireaties concluded by ithe ex-
Tsar Nicholas Il with the “allied” capitalists would remain in
force and that the new Russia would fullil them faithfully and
to the letter.

It is further a matter of common knowledge that our
“defenders of the countrv” furiously defend the Miljukovists who
do not publish the secref treaiies. These passionate “Socialists”
have got to the point when they defend secret diplomacy — even
ihe secret diplomacy ¢l the ex-Tsar.

Why do the defenders of the imperialist war so. fervenily
defend the secret treaties? ’ N
., Do you want to know, comradés, workeis and soldiers?
Make yourselves familiar with only one of these noble secret
treaties; let us take “our” freaty with Italy (i e. with the Italian
capitalists) from the beginning of 1915. '

v
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The bourgeois Democrat W. Wodowosov, bases his report
mn the paper “Djen” (of May 6th, 1917) on the material publi-
shed in the “Novoje Wremja” about the contents of. this treaty:

“The allies guaranriee to Italy the Southern Tyrol with

Triente, the whele litoral, the northern part of Dalmatia

with the towns of Zara and Spalato, the middle part of

Albania with Valona, the islands in the Aegean Sea'on the

coast of Asia Minor and further profitable railway conces-

sions in Turkish Asia Minor. This is the price ot blood
" paid for Italiy. This increase of territory lar exceeds any
national demands that Ttaly has ever made. Apart from
territories . with about 600,000 Italian inhabitants - (South

Tyrol and Trieste) [taly receives according to this treaty

territories with a population of more than a milliog, who

are ethriographically ‘and according to their religion in no
way linked with 'Haly.  To these belongs for instance Dal-
matia; 97 per cent of its population is- Serbian -as the

Italians cnly amount to rather more than 2 per cent.. Needless

to say this treaty with Ttaly was concluded not, only without

the kncwledge but without any consideration of . Serbia
and ‘has rotised great indiguation in Serbia. In the' Sérbian

Parliament, Pasic expressed a hope that the rumours about

this treaty were untrue, as Italy had expressed itself in

favour of the national principle and could: not undertake
anything which, in its fundamentals, was 4 direct Bteach
of this principle. Pasic however was wrong; the treaty was

concluded. . R

This js the only one of these treaties concerning’ the
present war, the contents of which we know; it is a treaty
of spoliation. We do not know whether or not such preda-
tory instincts prevail in the other treaties. In -amy case, it
would be extremely important for democracy which has
inscribed on its ﬂag the -slogan: “Peace without ~annexa-
tions” to know this.” ; ‘

“We do not know” ‘to what extent the other treaties are
treaties of spoliation? — Indeed, Mr. Wodowosov, we know
quite -well that the secret treaties deal with the dismembermient
of Persia, Turkey and Armenia, with the conquest of Germany
— these predatory treaties are just as foul as is that with Italy.
: Comrades, soldiers and workers! You are told that you
are defending “freedom” and “revolution”. As a matter of fact
you are defending the secret treaties of the Tsar which are
concealed from you in the same way as people conceal a
secret disease. : ‘

The Development of the Trade
Union Movement.

(Appeared in “Pravda” of May 15th 19”.)

The organisation of the trade unions is in full swing. The
workers in the large works and factories and also in the small
workshops, and the commercial employees are organising.

On looking closer, we become aware that the workers have
a strong tendency to combine in unions according fto their
occupations, The consequence is that the workers who belong
o one and the same commercial or industrial undertaking be-
long to various unions. Thus, for insfance, in any large works,
the workers of one department are members of one union, of

ancther department of another union etc. The same applies to
commercial undertakings, in which the clerks, the technical
employees and the workers are organised in different unions.

This distribution of the workers in the unions is hardly
likely to promiote consolidation in their organisation.

We now possess unrestricied liberty to organise ourselves
and this must be used to the full. The workers must therefore
see that they organise, not according to their individual occu-
pations, but according to whole industries. The workers and
employees in factories, works or other undertakings which
serve a whole industry, should not split into separate organi-
sations but must join in one uniomn. '

Such an association is in tself a mass organisation, i. e.
an organisation which has the largest number of members and
the greatest power at its disposal and which may have real
significance in the eyes of the employers. A mass organisation
of this kind can always exercise pressure on the employers,
whether in the interest of the protection of ali its workers or
of only a single member.

Workers organised in masses on the principle of industries
can always more easily find the leaders they require among

ttheir -skilled members. It is -always easier in mass uniotis’ o
develop agitation’ and activities of a cultural and educational
nature, it is ‘easier to find the means 4nd the people to establish

«ailibrary, to publish 4 special paper etc. In order to havé indi-
‘vidual interests represented according to occupations in Such

unions, it-is always- possible to organise special committees or
to introduce the principle of sections. ' o
The trade union' is the first step taken by the workers in
organised life and activity. ) , S
- The union is for him a true school of life which makes
it possible for hirfi to“find his way .in questions which, had
hitherto been obseure. - : o "y
There s indeéd no small number of vital questions for the
Russidn worker. Decisions as o ‘the consolidation of the révo-
lutionary wvictory, the questions of the end of the war and of
peace, the Consfituent Assembly and the questions connected
with it, of the reform. of the life of the workers and peasanits
are on the order of 'the day. - o , )
Another’ advantage of a- mass organisation is that fle
workers who "have not' been organised before and the weorkers
of the Party who have already been tested in the fight are
joined together.” Being in constant touch with their comrades,
the workers of both sexes, who ‘lack the necessary knowledge,
Wwill soon have an' understanding for their place, for the signi-
ficance and the aims of life and will learn ‘to value and ‘o
defend both itheir occupational interests and their hutnan

dignity. :

Draft of a Re(s:olution‘,on the bt
Agrarian Question.

Drawn up by LENIN and présénfed to the All-Russian Council
of the Peasant Delegates in the Name of the Social Demoecratic
Fraction {(Bolsheviki) by Comrade SMILGA in May 1917. :

‘1. All ‘manorial and private estates as well as Crown and
Church lands etc. shall be handed over to the people at once
without compensation.

2. With a view to the best agricultural use of the land, the
peasantry must systematically proceed to take possession of the
estates through its Soviets of peasant deputies, but without pre-
judicing thie final determination of the agrarian regulations by
the National Assembly or by the All-Russian Council of So-
viets, should the people entrust the central power of the State
to such a Council of Soviets.

3. Private property in land must be abolished altogether, i. e.
the right to own land must appertain to the whole of the people
only. The administration must be in the hands of the local de-
mocratic offices.

4. The peasants must reject the advice of the capitalists, the
landed proprietors and their Provisional Government to come
to an “understanding” with the landowners with a view to
determining the method of administration. The administration of
the land must be determined by the organised majority of the
peasants settled in a district and not by an agreement between
the majority, i. e. the peasants, with the minority — and that
such an insignificant minority — such as the landed proprietors
represent.

5. Not only the landowners but also the capitalists are fight-
ing and will fight with all the means in their power against all
the manorial lands passing into the hands of the people without
compensation. The capitaligs not only have large sums of money
at their disposal, but they can influence the peasants who are
still ignorant, through their Press, through the great number
of officials who are used to the power of capital etc. For this
reason, the passing of all manorial lands into the hands of the
peasants can neither be carried out nor ensured unless the con-
fidence of the peasant masses in the capitalists is destroyed, un-
less ‘a firm alliance unites the peasantry with the wurban prole-
tariat, unless the transference of the whole power of the State
into the hands of the Soviets of Workers’, Soldiers’ and Pea-
sant Delegates becomes a fact. Only if the power of the State
is in the hands of such Soviets and if the State is not ruled by
police and officials, nor by an army separated from the people,
but by the general armed militia of the workers and peasants,
only then is the power of the State able to carry through the
transformation of the conditions of landed property described
above and demanded by the whole peasantry.
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6. The agricultural labourers and poorest peasants, i.-e. those
who, to a certain extent, eke out their existence by working as
labourers because they have not enough land, cattle and tools,
must, with all their dforce, organise themselves independently in
special Soviets or form special groups within the general peasant
Soviets in order to defend their own interests against the rich
peasants who are sure to wish for an’ alliance with the capita-
lists and landowners. o ' ;
7. In consequence of the war, Russia, like all the belligerent
countries and many. neutral States, is threatened ;with ruin, cata-
strophe, famine because it lacks labour, coal, iron etc. The only
way. to save the country is for the Workers’ and Peasants’ Dele-
gates to take over the control and the management of production
and the distribution of the products. This is why it is necessary
even now, lo bring about an understanding between the Soviets
of Peasant Delegates and the Soviets of Worker Delegates. They
must negotiate about the exchange of corn and oth¢r agricultural
products for tools, boots, clothing etc. and bring it about
without the interference of the capitalists whp must also be re-
moved from the administration of the factories. With the same
object in view, efforts must be made to transfer the live-stock
and implements of the landed proprietors to the peasant com-

mijttees, so that the general public may have the benefit. In the
- same way, model farms must be established on every large estate
where the land is cultivated by the community according to the
best methods under the guidance of agricultural experts and
according to the resolutions of -the Sowviets of agricultural
workers. > f

The Threat of Economic Ruin,

(Published in “Pravda” of May 27th 1917.)
) By N. Lenin. :

The reports, reflections, anxieties and- rumours. with regard
to economic ruin are multiplying. The newspapers of the capita-
lists are agitating and screaming while foaming ‘at the mouth,
against the Bolsheviki, they are throwing out anonymous hints
by Kutler!) about “a” factory, about “a few” factories, about
“a certain” undertaking etc. Astonishing suppositions,. strange
“evidence” . . . Why do they not mention the name of certain
factories? Why do they not give the public and the “workers”
the opportunity of following up the truth of these rumours about
which they have been making such a fuss? .

Cannot the worthy capitalists understand that in this way,
unless they give exact data, they are only making themselves
ridiculous? You are the Government, dear capitalists; ten out of
the sixteen Ministers?) belong to your class; you are responsible
and you can make your own dispositions. Does it not seem ridi-
culous when those who are in the majority in the Government,
who can make their own dispositions, restrict themselves to
anonymous hints by Kutler, are afraid to come out into the open,
are trying to shift the responsibility on to other parties which
are not at the helm? -

The newspapers of the petty bourgeois parties of the Narod-
niki and the Mensheviki are also complaining, but in a some-
what different tone, in that they do not so much accuse the
~ terrible Bolsheviki (of course they cannot entirely avoid that)
as that they bring forward a number of beautiful wishes. What
the “Isvestija”, the editorship of which is in the hands of the
two parties mentioned, writes in° No. 63 of May 11th, is very
characteristic ‘in this respect. In this numiber, there are two
articles about the struggle against economic ruin, two articles
of similar purport. The title of one of them is, to put it mildly,
incautious (just as is the whole behaviour of the Narodniki and
Mensheviki) — “What does the Provisional Government want?”
It would be more ocorrect to say: “What does the Provisional
Government not want?”

The other article is a “Resolution of the Economic Depart-
ment of the Executive Committee of the Soviet of the Workers’
and Soldiers” Deputies”. A few quotations will explain the
contents. i

1) Kutler, a friend of the Minister for Finance, later a mem-
ber of the Cadets’ party and a Deputy to the 3rd National Duma.

2) The Socialist Ministers in the first Coalition Government
were: Kerensky, Tchernov (8.R.), Zeretelli, Skobeliev (Menshe-
vists) and Peshechonov, Pereverzev (Narodniki).

’

“In many branches of indistry, the time has come for
the introduction of State commercial monopolies (bread,
meat, salt, leather), in.others the conditions are ripe for
State regulated trusts (the production of -coal and naphtha,
the metal, paper and sugar industries) and finally, in many
branches of industry, conditions demand that the State
should take a regulating part in the distribution of raw
materials and of finished products and in the fixing “of
prices. At the same time, all credit associations should be
placed under State control in order to combat speculation
in goods which are subject to State regulation . . . At the
same time . . . the most decided measures must be taken
against the parasitic elements, until the introduction of com-
pulsory labour . . . The country is already faced by a cata-
strophe and can only be saved by the whole people strai-

 ning every nerve, led by the Government, which, in full
‘consciousness of its duty, takes upon itself the gigantic task
of rescuing the country, which has been ruined by war and
the Tsarist regime.” ; : =

Apart from these last phrases (with the words we Have
underlined), phrases of bourgeois confidence in the tasks which
have been “commitied to” the capitalists and which they are not
capable of fulfilling, the programme is excellent. Thus, control,
State trusts, the fight against speculation and compulsory labour
— in what way are they distinguished from' that “terrible” Bols-
hevism? What more did the terrible Bolsheviki want?

This is the kernel, this is the pith of the matter, this is
what the petty bourgeois and the Philistines of all shades will
not understand; the programme of the “terrible” Bolsheviki must
be accepted, for no other programme offers an escape from the
truly terrible collapse which really threatens, but . . . but the
capitalists “accept” this programme (see § 3 of the ill-famed de-
claration of the new Provisional Government), ini order not to
carry it out. The Narodniki and the Mensheviki on the other
hand “trust” the capitalists and infect the people with this dan-
gerous confidence. That is the character of the whole political
situation.

Nothing is needed but a decree, which can be decided upon
in a single day, for the carrying out of all that is necessary — to
place all trusts under control, to publish all their accounts, to
call’ all their employees to a Congress by an urgent summons,
to oblige the workers themselves to take part in the control, to
admit the representatives of every big political party to the
independent control. '

What was amiss then, citizens Shingarev, Tcherechenko?),
Konovalov? What then was amiss, you almost-Socialist Ministers
Tchernov, Zeretelli? What then was amiss, you leaders of the
Narodniki and Mensheviki of the Executive Committee of the
Soviet of Workers’ and Soidiers’ Deputies? ,

All that was necessarv was the immediate introduction of
this confrol of the trusts; the banks, trade, of the “parasites” (a
marvellously appropriate word slipped out for ouce from the
pen of the editor of the “Isvestija”), and we have proposed
nothing more, neither could anyone propose anything more. It
is not possible to think out anything else than “the whole people
straining every nerve” . . . o

Only, we must not believe the words of the capitalists, we
must not have faith in the naive (in the best case naive) hopes
of the Mensheviki and the Narodniki that such control - could
be.put into effect by the capitalists. :

Economic ruin is threatening. Catastrophe is approaching.
The capitalists have led and are leading all countries to the verge
of a precipice. There is only one salvation: revolutionary disci-
pline, revolutionary measures of the revolutionary class of the
proletariat and semi proletariat; the transference of:the whole
power of the State into the hands of the class which is really
capable of carrying out such control, of waging a victorious
“fight against the parasitic elements”. -

#) Tcherechentko, a financier and sugar manufacturer, Mi-
nister of.Finance to the first Provisional Government. As Foreign
Minister to the Coalition Government in succession to ‘Miljukov
(who was obliged to retire under pressure from the Petrograd
workers), he continued the imperialist policy of his predecessor

by maintaing the treaties with the allies.
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Chronicle of Events.

May 12.
‘Gutchkov, the War Minister, resigns.

National Conference of the Bolsheviki. Zinoviev moves a
resolution regarding a union of true internatipnal socialists
against the petty bourgeois block. Unanimous approval, The
reports of the 'commissions having been given, the following
nine members were elected to form the C.C.: Lenin, Sverdlov,
" ‘Stalin, Zinoviev, Kamenev, Miljutin, Nogin, Smilga and Fedorov.
Stalin reports on the mational question, Great discussion. Piata-
kov speaks in the name of the opponents of the drait resolution
and maintains that, for political, social and economic reasons,
it is an illusion to imagine that the nations can put into effect
their right to detach themselves completely. After Stalin’s con-
cluding words, the resolution of the commission was passed
by 56 to 16 votes, 18 abstaining from voting. Zinoviev reports
on the situation in the International. “The split is inevitable, but
it should take the form of an organised secession of the whole
Zimmerwald Left.” Lenin proposes to declare that the Party
should only remain within the Zimmerwald block for purposes
of information.

May 13.

Plenary session of the Petrograd Soviet. The Menshevist

speakers decidedly condemn fraternisation at the front.

May 14.

An extraordinary session of the Executive concerns itself
with the government crisis. It revises the resolution it had
Yormerly framed against the Coalition Government and resolves
by 44 votes fo 19, 2 abstaining from voting, to nominate repre-
sentatives to join the Government, The Mensheviki and - the
greater part of the S.R. voted for this resolution, the Bolsheviki,
the’ Intqrnatlonalxsts and the Left S.R, against it. A commission
is appointed to negotiate with the Government and a programme
worked out on the basis of which negotiations shall be carried on.

The provisional committee of the National Duma. pro-
nounces itself in favour of the formation of a coalition govern-
ment.

Meeting of the central bureau of the trade unions. The trade
union statutes are discussed and passed. :

The conference of the South Russian workers and soldlers
demands a 50”’ mcrease of wages. 4

May 15.

Negotiations between the representatives of the Soviet Exe-
cutive and the Provisional Government with regard to. the
Coalition Government. Miljukov declines to accept the Ministry
of Education instead of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

Order of the Provisional Government to appoint a special
commission of investigation to enquire into the abuses and
embezzlements amongst the military authorities. ~ "+

May 16.

A combined meeting of the Government and the com-
manders of the army concerns itself with the situation at the
front. Commander in Chief Alexejev describes the situation as
extremely difficult but not hopeless, The Government prorhises
to take energetic measures to “strengthen "the defenswe power
of the army.

At a conference of delegates from  the front Plechanov
makes a speech against fraternisation and agajnst the pubhcaimn
of the secret treaties.

. The Conference of the S.R. declares 1tse1i in favour of
joining the Coalition Government by 172 votes to 37. The
minority demands ‘rhai the power be taken .over by the Soviets,

May 17.

The Government holds a consultation with the commanders
of the army about the composition of the Government.

Arrival of Comrades Trotsky, Melnitchansky and Rakovsky
in Petrograd.

Opening of the National Conférence of the Peasant Soviets.
Thomas, the social democratic Minister of Munitions in France,
greets the Congress “in the name of the French peasants”.

'The Menshevist iraction of the Petrograd Soviet expresses
its disapproval of the existence of a special Labour guard.
Vandervelde arrives in Petrograd.

May 18.

Kerensky issues his first order as Minister of War in
which, in consideration of the fact that “the country is in
danger”, he prohibits the resignation of ‘any officers in high
positions of command.

The plenum of the Petrograd- Soviet finally expresses its
approval of the Coalition Government.

In agreement with the Workers’ Soviet, the Government
appoints a commission to “re-establish and promote the normal
course of production”.

May 19.

The new Coalition Government publishes a déclaration
of its programme.

The Cadets’ party demands an obstinate and energetic fight
against “those elements which wish to destroy all order and to
undermine discipline in the army”.

May 20.

‘The Bolshevist election appeal for the Soviet elections

appears in “Pravda”. )
May 21.

The workers in several factories in ‘Moscow aind Petrograd
protest against members of the Workers’ Soviet joining the Pro-
visional Government.

At a meeting of the Moscow Soviet, Albert Thomas states:
“It is impossible for the International to fight unless the Russian
front supports France”.

The industrialists- in South !Russia protest against the 50
per cent increase of wages demanded by the South Russian
Workers’ and Soldiers’ Soviets.

Opening of the Congress of officers’ delegates.

Lenin writes an ‘open letter to the Natnonal Congress of the
Peasant Soviets. ,

May 22 =

Arrival of 250 emigrants from Switzerland, among them:
Felix Kohn, Lunatcharsky, Rjasanov, Martynov, Axelrod efc.
Grimm also arrived in Petrograd with them.

The Soviet Exekutive resolves to call upon the social derio-
cratic Parties in all countries to do everything in their power to
prevent Friedrich Adler being executed.

The soldiers’ section of the Petrograd Workers’ and Sol-
diers’ Soviet recognises “on principle” the right of self-deter-
mination of the nation but, in considération of the possible
danger of the disorganisation of the army, it considers the
formation of national regiments to be undesirable.

The .National Congress of the Peasant Soviets approves
of representatives of the Soviets joining the COa‘llthl’l Go-
vernment.

National Conference of the Mensheviki. A resolutlon ag‘amst
fraternisation is passed by 53 votes to 10, 10 refraining from
voting. A resolution in favour of the promohon of. the fighting
capacity of the army is passed by 47 votes to 5, 11 perwrls
abstaining from. voting.. -

Party. Conference of the Cadets.

May 23.

The C. Ci of the Bolsheviki .decided to send delegates to
the ‘Zimmerwald Conference with the express instruction to
leave:the Conference at once and to resign from the Zimmerwald
Union immediately should the Conference-advocate any approche-
ment to or commori consultation with the social chauvinists.

The employers complain - to the government with regard
to the “excessive demands of the workers”.

Formation of a Red Guard in Samara.

May 24. '

Decree of Kerensky regarding the rights of the mlhtar
persons: freedom of speech when not on duty, ireedom of
conscience, right to wear civilian clothing, when not -on duty,
abolition of the institution of officers’ servants, abolition of
conipulsory saluting, abolition of corporal punishment etc.

et o iy
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