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I. THE WORLD REVOLUTION AND THE SOVIET UNION

Comrades, I believe it is not only in the camp of our frlends
but also in the camp of our enemies that the great historical
significance of the tenth anniversary of the October. revolution
is recognised.

Our iriends will look with increased hopes to the Union of
Socialist Soviet Republics and to the iron dictatorship of the
working class which has waged so successful a fight for the
last ten years in what was once imperial ‘Russia. Our enemies
of every kind, whether direct representatives of imperialism' or
leaders and functionaries of the reformist Internationals, the
camp of social traitors, whether representatives of the big
bourgeoisie or of the great landowners, of the imperialist and
militarist circles or of the Fascist petty-bourgeois clique in the
following of the great bourgeoisie, all and every of these oppo-
nents of ours, of whatever country, of whatever nationality or
race, will be obliged to recognise the magnitude and the enor-

mous importance of the historical fact that the working class
has been able to maintain its authority for ten years.

The hxstory of revolutions knows several dictatorships.
There was the dictatorship of the English bourgeoisie, the dic-
tatorship of Cromwell in England. There was the revolutionary
dictatorship of the Jacobins, the petty-bourgeois Left wing du-
ring the great French revolution, There was for some months
also the Paris Commune. And now there has been a decade of
proletarian dictatorship in what was once Tsarist Russia.

The former dictatorships of the various strata of the bour-
geoisie, however, have an essentially different significance to the
dicatorship of the proletariat, since the bourgeois revolution is
of an essentially different nature to the proletarian revolution.
Our October revolution will therefore stand at the opening of
a new historical epoch of humanity, as having upset and re-
versed the former social class pyramid in transferring power to
the proletariat, the most oppressed, most exploited, and there-
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fore most consistently revolutionary class ever kmown in the
history of mankind.
No that we are approaching this most significant jubilee in

the history of mankind, it is no more than natural that the

workers of the whole world and our Party should feel a certain
necessity and desire to survey in the light of our collected histo-
rical experiences the achievements made in consequence of the
October revolution by the working class and the working pea-
santry. Nay, more than that. In connection with the diffioult
siuation and with the period of particularly new difficulties upon
which the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics appears to be
entering — in view of partial vacillations noticeable in some,
albeit quite insignificant, sections of the working class and even
in certain, yet more insignificant, sections of our own Party —
we are confronted again with the fundamental questions of our
revolution. '

. How far have we actually got? Whither are we really
going? Is the Hlag under which we march just as bright, just as
red, as was the case ten years ago, when it fluttered in the pow-
der-smoke of the October struggle, or has ‘it changed, has it
even paled in part? Does the State power created in the October
of the great year 1917 still represent the iron dictatorship of a
proletarian cohort, or has this authority changed into some-
thing else by reason of a host of insignificant, atomic, unnoti-
ceable little processes; has it experienced an alteration of its
social basis; has it ceased or is it ceasing to be the dictatorship
of the revolutionary proletariat?

Is our economy consolidating by becoming increasingly So-
cialistic, or have, on the other hand, internal processes of de-
generation brought our economy to such a pass that it has
ceased, even in its nationalised branches, to be a weapon in the
hands of the victorious working class, changing rather in a
growing measure ‘into something that is under the influence of
former workers who have ceased to be members of the revolu-
tionary class, who are tied by many threads to the new bour-
geoisie and the new bureaucracy, both of which are as far as
heaven is from earth from the cares and worries of that class
which set up the banner of its authority in October 1917?

All these questions now require to be answerd; all of them
now call for a solution, and that not so much because the main
mass of the working class and its vanguard, the Communist
Party, are in neéd of persuasion, but rather from another point
of view, viz., that the new sections of the working class, the new
generations of the proletariat, and the new generations of the
working peasantry must be enlightened, sections that neither
knew nor witnessed the old regime, who have grown up on new
foundations, and to whom the decisive difference between the
ore-October era and the posi-October era is not so apparent as
it is to the older generations of workers and peasants.

Comirades, 1 shall thus, begin with a theme which has fre-
quently been discussed of late both in our press and in our lite-
rature and at our public Party and Soviet meetings. The tenth
anniversary of the October revolution reminds us that the Oc-
tober revolution was an outcome of the world war, and that the
flag under which our proletariat fought in the days of October
was the flag of international revolution. The first question. that
arises on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the Revolution
is therefore whether the Bolshevist Party acted wrightly when
placing its cards on the international revolution, whether the
vanguard of our proletariat acted rightly in continuing aier the
February revolution to defend the banner of international revo-
lution most emphatically, with the greatest possible energy, force,
and heroism. Has the adherence to the cause of world revolution
stood the test of history?

Comrades, we know very well that our opponents who are
active within the labour movement will reply to this query with
a decided negative. If we observe international Social Democracy,
we can see that its most prominent representatives have voiced a
standpoint according to which the post-war revolution in general
and the October revolution in Russia in particular were the pe-
culiar product of a process of decay in capitalist society as a
result of the war, therefore themselves a specific result of the
war, and in a great degree of a nature to be characterised as
more or less of a Russian-Asiatic origin.

By these ideologists of the Second International, our revolu
tion is looked upon not as a proletarian revolution, but as a
revolution of deserting soldiers, a revolution of soldiers and
peasants, According to this estimate, the proletariat only

entered the revolition by reason of its interest in the liquidation
of the war and by no means as a class engaged in and capable
of realising the Socialist revolution, a revolution which is not
the outcome of decay, disintegration, and dissolution produced
by the war, but the evolutionary “completion” of a powertully
developed capitalism, which produced its own grave-diggers
by reason of its very full-bloodedness.

But the war is over and capitalism has developed in-
credibly, so the social reformists maintain. It has not only not

. perished but advances with. giant strides, creating new forms

of organisation. International organisations arise after the
manuer of the League of Nations, and we see the inception of a
new and gigantic cycle of capitalist prosperity. The Bolshevist
speculation ~on the world revolution has proved a childish
Utopia. Such are the essential reflections of the international
social reformists and their purely bourgeois adherents of the
nature of the Russian Smenovyechovzy*) of the Ustryalov type.
In one of his latest articles, Ustryalov, who is well-known
among the Smenovyechovzy, writes as follows:

“The Russian whirlwind has gone to sleep at the Rus-
sian frontier and, since the hopes of the world revolution
have proved fruitless, our country will doubtless experience
the incipient process of the re-erection of a wholesome
bourgeois State, or what ever it may be called by the
Communists, who will not fail as a matter of conscience to
adorn it with their old hackneyed ideological terms.”

1 must admit that even in our midst it frequently happens
that in discussing the world revolution comrades raise the
question: “When will it be? When will it come? When will
that day arrive?” It seems to me that such a manner of putting
the question, though containing nothing offensive, is yet not
right. It seems to me that it would be right to affirm that the
reliance of our Bolshevist Party on the world revolution has
been fully vindicated, since the world revolution is not an event
which is to come but rather a thing that is happening at
present, not a matter for conjecture and expectation but a matter
of reality, not something to materialise after a certain lapse of
time but something actually proceeding. Comrades, 1 beg in
the first place to call to mind certain facts which are cha-
racteristic of the last decade. Permit me the following enumera-
tion of a few facts. :

February 1917 — the bourgeois-democratic revolution in
Russia; October 1917 — the proletarian revolution in Russia;
January to March 1918 — the workers revolution in Finland;
November 1918 — the revolution in Germany and the revolu-
tion in Austria; March 1919 — the revolution in Hungary;
April 1919. — the Soviet rule in Bavaria; January 1920 — the
revolution in Turkey; September 1920 — the revolution in Ifaly
with the occupation of the factories and workshops by the
workers; March 1921 — the so-called March coup in Germany;
September 1923 — the insurrection in Bulgaria; autumn of
1923 — the revolutionary revolt of the German proletariat;
September 1924 — the insurrection in Esthonia; April 1925 —
the rebellion if: Morocco; August 1925 — the rebellion in Syria;
May 1926 — the general strike in Great Britain; July 1927 —

~the revolt in Vienna; and finally, for many years, the Chi-

nese revolution, which is now entering upon a particularly
«critical phase.

This simple enumeration, starting with 1917 and ending
with the events in Vienna last July and the Chinese revolution,
shows that the world revolution is actually in progress. There
is no victory of the world revolution, in that there is no
simultaneous victory of the working class with a maintenance
of its dictatorship in a whole series of States.

That is true enough, but who ever told you, or rather who
ever told us that it was in that way that the world revolu-
tion of the working class would proceed? It is quite true that
at present the actual revolts are more frequent in the colonial
countries; but the colonial revolutions, without being strictly pro-
letarian revolutions, form part of the international revolu-
tionary process. How can it be said that there is no world
revolution, when there is a victorious Socialist revolution in
the Soviet Union and a Chinese revolution, which are surely

*) Bourgeois emigrants or former emigrants, who, for

nationalist reasons, acknowledged the Soviet power and declared
themselves ready to co-operate with it. Ed.
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part of the world revolution? It is not right to argue that there
is no world revolution and that such a revolution can only
materialise 'when its component parts have been combined.

The incorrectness of this way of arguing lies in the fact
that the comrades who entertain reflections of this kind mis-
construe the world revolution. There are very many people (in-
cluding several members of our Party) who picture the world
revolutions as a more or less simultaneous action to be suddenly
effected in a whole number of capitalist countries.

It should be pointed out that this is practically impossible
and that .it is wrong to imagine the process of the world revo-
lution like hat. Even-during the war, before we arrived at an
active revolutionary process in the February of 1917, Lenin
maintained that we must all understand that the world revo-
luition destined to overthrow capitalism is a lengthy historical
process and that we are now on the eve of an epoch of the
world revolution, which will comprise a whole series of revo-
lutions of the proletariat, colonial risings, and national wars,
with a combination of all factors undermining capitalism. The
world revolution is an epoch of revolutions, a long-extended
process, )

And now that ten years have passed since the working class
of our country seized power, we have the leisure and the possi-
bility to look back upon our own historical development and to
compare it with what was experienced by the world during the
epochs of the bourgeois revolutions, in so far as these two
historical epochs can be compared and afford a certain analogy.
We have occasion to compare it with what happened at other
historical turning-points when, following on the bourgeois re-
voluions, mankind passed from feudalism to capitalism,

if we consider the bourgeois revolutions, we shall see that
there was such a revolution in England in the 17th, and another
in France in the 18th century, while in the middle of the 10th
cemtury, there were similar revolutions on the European Comn-
tinent and finally in the 20th century we have a bourgeois re-
volution in Russia. As we may see, the great process of the
revolutionary transition of human society from the rule of feu-
dalism to the rule of capitalism in the various Continents and
parts of the world occupied a number of centuries.

It is obvious that circumstances will be quite, or at least
considerably, different in regard to the Socialist revolution,.since
at present the connection between the various countries is closer,
more extensive, and more intimate, than was the case a few
hundred vears ago. Thus the working class will be able to com-
plete their revolution throughout the world in an incomparably
shorter space of time than the bourgeoisie. From this historical
comparison, however, we cannot but conclude that even the
process of the Socialist revolution is a very lengthy one.

The world revolution is not only a lengthy, but also a
very manifold process, containing various components, viz. the
revolt of the working class against the bourgeoisie in the more
advanced coumtries, the revolt of the working class with. the
adherence of tremendous numbers of the peasantry in the less
developed countries, such as our own, then national wars of
liberation, the efforts at emancipation of numerous colonial and
semi-colonial peoples, including such as do not even possess
important proletarian strata, and so forth. In an article “On a
Caricature of Marxism and Imperialist Economism”, Lenin wrote
as follows:

“The social revolution cannot ensue save in the form of
an epoch, combining civil warfare on the part of the prole-
tariat against the bourgeoisie in the more civilised countries,
and a whole series of democratic and revolutionary, but also
national emancipatory movements among the less developed,
backward and oppressed nationalities. And why thus? Be-
cause of the unequal development of capitalism.”

In close connection with these two characteristics there is
a third, i. e. the fact that the world revolution is a process the
parts of which are accomplished at different times. Thus the pro-
letarian revolution in this country was in 1917, that in Ge_rmaqy
in 1018, the rising in Indonesia in 1926, and the rising in
Esthonia in 1924. These are all parts of a process, mainly occur-
ring at different times although they all converge under parti-
cular conditions and might very well progress simultaneously;
all these are parts, separate pieces of the world revolution,
which is not a single action and the separate component parts
of which proceed slowly, unequally, and at different times.

Turuing oiice more to the analogy, we feel bound to
emphasise the circumstance that the most revolutionary country
in the period of bourgeois revolutions was exposed to the
attacks of all other great powers which united against it, just
as was the case of our own country at the inception of the
Socialist revolution. In this connection the difference lies only
in the fact that the lead among the feudal States opposing
bourgeois-revolutionary France was taken by another bour-
geois country, England, which saw a rival in France, the very
same England that is now at the head of the coalition against
us. The fight of these feudal States, then led by Englaad, against
the revolutionary bourgeois State of France, lasted, apart from
some small interruptions, for 22 years.

We must bear in mind that the war waged by England
against the French Republic, commencing in 1793, lasted until
1816, in the course of which time England succeeded prac-
tically four times in forming a “united front” of the nations
against revolutionary France. The second occasion was in 1798
(Austria, Turkey, Russia, Kingdom of Naples) and the third
in 1803 (England, Russia, Austria, Sweden). Finally, in 1813,
a Coalition was formed between England, Prussia, Russia, and
Austria, which led after some time to the defeat of the Na-
poleonic armies and subsequently brought about corresponding
alterations in. the structure of the French State.

I have drawn attention to these historical examples so as
to facilitate the understanding of those extraordinarily difficult
conditions ‘under which the new social order was born and to
give some idea of the tremendous historical perspectives of the
world revolution. Doubtless there will sooner or later be a
great war of the imperialist powers against ourselves or against
a coalition of proletarian States, and there will not be peace
‘in the world until the working class has come into power the
world over.

To the elements of the struggle for the world revolution,
which | enumerated in the words of Lenn cited above, we
must thus also count the war of the Socialist countries, which
are exposed to the attack of the imperialist States. This is
likewise a constituent part of the great process of a redistribu-
tion of the world. In spite of all temporal division and variety
in the processes of the Socialist world revolution, it remains
a uniform process, representing as it does the crisis of
capitalist society, its downful, and the revolutionary distribu-
tion of the world. And it is from this standpoint that we speak
of a Socialist world revolution.

‘ 1 have dwelt so long on this subject, because a proper
attitude in relation to the question of the world revolution is
of immense practical importance, and the lack of it exercises
an adverse influence on the self-consciousness, the will, and the
mentality of individual sections of the working class and also
of a cerfain fraction of our Party. An opinion is prevalent
that we spoke unduly much of the world revolution in 1917
and counted on it with the greatest confidence, whereas it
has now disappeared, is never mentioned, and may not make
its re-appearance for goodness knows how long. We are said
to have asserted that capitalism had entered upon an epoch of
tremendous difticulties, whereas the expected Communist “trans-
formation” of society has suddenly been removed to such a
far distance that it is no longer to be discerned whither it has
gone and how it is to be replaced.

Ii. we now give another answer to this quesiion, in saying
that the revolutionary transformation of the capitalist world
is not a future event but a process which is even now in pro-
gress, that the world revolution has certainly not yet gained
a_ decisive victory but is nevertheless present and in a state
of development, it is natural that the result must be a different
attitude, a renewed effort, another fighting spirit, and a restored
self-confidence of the working class and of those ranged under
the Communist flag.

If we raise the question as to what we are experiencing
at preseni, as to what are the general characteristics of the
present situation of the world revolution, and as to what is
the present position of capitalism, the answer is that the crisis
of world imperialism is now developing differently to what was
the case a few years ago. Formerly the forces working for its
destruction were concentrated in Western Europe; now there
is in Western Europe a cerfain stabilisation of capitalism,
characterised in the first place by a certain consolidation of its
technical basis. Thus Germany, e. g., records exceptional re-
turns in regard to technics, which it would be stupid to deny
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~— however revolutionary it may appear on the part of those
comrades whe do so — since these are actual facts. In the
electro-technical industry, in the chemical industry, in the metal
industry, amd in mining, Germany has achieved returns com-
paring brilliantly with' the results of German industry in‘the
past; the same may be said in regard to the employment of
new motors and in respect of rationalisation. These are all ‘in-
contestible- facts.

I ott the one hand capitalism has advanced by several
steps in these directions in the capitalist countries of Europe.
‘the capitalist crisis resulting from the  world war is mainly
apparent in other ways. . '

The Chinese revolution with its enormous sweep, with, the
colossa]l masses it set in movement, and with its tremendous
specific momentum. is nothing but the expression ‘of the crisis
of the capitalist system from another direction. The deepening
of the revolution in. China is a proof of the capitalisi crisis.
Th¢ successtul development of Socialist ‘construction in this
couniry, of which 1 shall still have occasion {o $peak, is like-
wise an expression: of the same crisis, for capitalism will nevet
:again experience its lost prosperity, if only for the fact of
the existerice of the Soviet Union, which is driven like a wedge
intp the body of the bourgéois world economy. "7
© The crisis of capitalism is '?heré’iom more apparent along
its colomial iringes, especially in Eastern Asia; on. the other
hand, the  successtul deviopment of Socialism in . the. Soviet
Unjon™ is a revolutionary lact of the proloundest sigmificance.
Finally, this crisis of capitalist society may be seen in the parti-
cularly acute differences within stabilising capitalism, seeing
that. the stabilisation of capitalism in the West of Europe is
proceeding in - connection with” an aggravation .of such diffi
culties as have arisen through the war; the stabilisation ensues
undeér the ‘pressure of the bourgeoisie on the working class,
with a permanent growth of unemployment and an accentuation
of class differenices. o I

Comrades, vou know very well that the working class of
Western Europe are undergoing a quite, undoubted process of
radicalisation, which “is in" a certain sense. a, reply to the
attacks of capitalism., A particular]ly characteristic example may
be found in the reaction called forth by the inhuman execpution
of Sacco and Vanzetti, which found utterance in ‘gréat public
demonstrations and in street-fighting in the course of the- de-
moustration on ‘the occasion of the reception of the American
Légion in Paris. A similarly pronounced radicalisation .is ‘ob-
servable in the German working class, expressed particularly on
the occasion of the last municipal elections. Another  case in
poin: was the revolt of the workers in Vienna, which broke
out against the will of the leaders of the Socgial Detnocratic
Party, to which' the majority of 'the workers ‘taking part'in the
revolt befonged. Al this speaks of an increase in the revo-
lutionary sentiments of the working class, caused by the gro-
wing social contradictions of capitalist stabilisation.'” “* "

And if there are now ‘some comrades in” our midst Who

designate the most important processes of the world revolution
as processes characterising a resiricfion of the revolufionary
imovement and as a. development of the forces .of the bour-
geoisie, this is .a pronouncedly pessimiistic aititude whijch in no
way . correspouds, to actual facts, seeing that there is at pre-
sent 'quite obvicusly a process of development in the labour
movement, a process of increased resistance to capitalist attacks,
as a result of the internal contradictions of capitalist' stabi-
lisation. i o :
. Finally, the critical ¢ondition of the entire capitalist regime
is aggravated by the increasing confusion in the relations of
the 1mperialist States with one another and by the tremendous
antagonism and the accentuation of the differences between the
imperialist States.and the Soviet Union. :

And if fo-day, ten 'years affer the working class seized
power, we ask ourselves what we have attained in the direction
of the international revolutionary movemert, if we draw a
balance in this regard, we can surely not maintain that the
balance has deteriorated from the standpoint of the revolution
and mproved from that of the reaction. By no means. Let us
reflect what Lenin said in his “Letter to the Comrades”, written
prior to the October upheaval. He pointed to” the approach of
the. world revolution and to the necessity of supporting it, at
a. time when all he had with which to back his arguments
was the revolt of the German sailors and the existence of a
man like Kar] Liebknecht. At present,. however, the Chinese
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revolution alone is a factor of prime importance. And. we
ourselves have a firm footing; we possess a Communist luter-
national with 'a control of the masses and have our adherenis
everywhere.’ B L
_ Can this be compared with what we possessed in 19172
THere is really no cause “for grumbling! Our forces have .been
multiplied, as regards both material resources and.the number
of our adherents, "as regards the tremendous . experience we
have gained and the organisation of those forces which would
be set in motion in the event of a collision between the Soviet
Union.and the imperialist powers. i “ ‘

This then is the reason why we can say with the greatest
conviction that it is wrong o speak of a shrinking of the
labour movement of late years. We can express the firmest
conviction that, 'in the event of a war against the Soviet Union,
there would be,jif not exactly an immediaté outbreak of revolts
of “the working classes in all couniries (which it would be
a mistake to”expect), at least 5o rapid' a growth ‘of the revo-
lutionary spirit ‘and -so speedy a mobilisation of the forces of
the working ¢lass against the bourgeoisie, thata number of
bourgeois ' States “'would  after a ‘while be completely dis-
membered; for a war against the Soviet Union would bringall
questions so forcefully to the fore, would entail such a cruelly
unscripulous differentiation among -the population, -and would
call so imperatively upon all men, and the workers in. parti-
cular, to exercise their right of.seli-determination, that it -waquld
inevitably. leac 1w the consolidation and development of all the
revolutionary .elements. at present slumbering in the, “powder-
birrels] of European capitalism. .

t can, therefore, be assumed with all :certainty that the
consequences and perspectives €ntailed by the advent of a future
war. would be more far-reaching than those. accompanying the
war -9t 1914 to 1918. . : i

H. THE CONSTRUCTION OF SOCIALISM IN OUR
'COUNTRY AND THE CAPITALIST WORLD.,

- Comrades, '1:shall now ‘pass to another theme which: is in
tonnection with my first. Our revolution now possesses many
allies among -the workers of the international proletariat, but it
does not. yet possess a single victorious ally. Thus the question
arises in all its acuteness as to our relations with the capitalist
world, the relation between the development of.Socialism in this -
couniry and the evolution, of capitalism in. other countries. Some
comradés ipcline to the opinion that the world revolution is
practically a single action, wherefore they. are even ready fo
reproach history with “national narrowness” (laughter), as
having led to the victory of Socialism in one country and not
in several simultaneonsly. It cannot be denied, however, that the
dictatorship “of the proletariat exists in onme country, that this
dictatorship is faced with the definite necessity of entering into
relations of somie sort or other with the capitalist: world.

If a simultanedus victory of the working clgsses were ac-
tually to ensue. in the countries adjoining us, such as Germany,
Austria, and Poland, we should be no longer in a capitalist
but in a Socialist environment and should pursue a course
aiming no at independence from our neighbours but rather at
the most intimate connection ‘with them; we should then not be
obliged to attach.importance to a strong independence in all
branches of economy at the same time, i. e. to the production,
as far as possible, of all that is necessary for our country, but
should pursue an economic policy calculated to exploit the pecu-
liarities ' of - our ' matural and °social-economi¢ conditions.. We
should then not need to produce a whole number of products,
which we could obtain from our Socialist neighbours, but could
on ‘the ‘other hand turn out a great redundance of such things
as most readily prosper in our ‘counfry, with which we ‘could
then supply the other Socialist countries. ;

We could then also introduce an interpational division of
labour and no longer regard ourselves as a force hostile to its
surroundings but rather as a fragment of a great Socialistic
economic entity. -

In reality, however, no such Socialist surroundings exist.
Therelore our political task is the fight against the capitalistic
environmeént; nor can our programme from an economic stand-
point be that of “as intimate as possible a connection with the
world market”, as many suppose it should, but must be directed
towards the most advantageous combinations from  the stand-



No. 61

International Press Correspondence

1351

point. of the increasing independence and economic power of
our Soviet Union. - . o
Were we to adopt “as intimate- as possible a connection
with the world market”, what should we i the first place have
to do? We should have to suspend the foreign trade monopoly,

‘which is a barrier between us and our capitalist surroundings -

and prevents the entrance of the cheapei foreign goods which
compete with our own. And this is a barrier we have purposely
erected, since we do not wish to be pressed into a corner by
our capitalistic enemies, For this purpose we require the barrier
of the foreign trade monopoly, which we may by no means
eschew; therefore we may by no means set up the programme
of being “so intermational as to have as great as possible a
connection with foreign countries”. ~ : '

This is a short-sighted policy, though preached by the au-
thors of the “policy of a wide vision”, for it is obviously a
question of the confusion of two different things. And because
we do not occupy the standpoint of an unconditional maximuin
of economic relations with international capitalism, we are
actused of “national narrowness”. In the present case, we are
“suffering” from an dnfernational revolutionism, which makes it
our duty to take care that the international bourgeoisie should
not get too mnear to our “cake”, lest it bite a big piece offi or
even swallow it wholesale. This is, indeed, our international
duty. ‘

On the other hand, people who write on their banner “an
unconditional maximum of economic relations with the capitalist
world”, must — if they desire to be haliway logical — first
abolish the barrier of a foreign trade monopoly, which is just
what they dare to accuse us of wishing to do.

That is the present state of affairs. 1 repeat, therelore, that
the policy which has stood the test of experience, which resulis
from our adherence to a foreign trade monopoly, and which is
controlled by the developmment of our commercial turnovers
with the capitalist world, is already directed towards as great
as possible a degree of economic relationship, not an actual
maximum of economic relations in the general sense, but a
maximum of such relations as appear advantageous from the
standpoint of an increasing independence and power of our
ecenomic whole, '

Comrades, 1 am bound to say that we have much to learn
of the bourgeoisie in this respect. Remember that the programme
of a maximum of economic relations, the programme of free
trade among the nations without the least hindrance, without
any barrier, without a foreign trade momnopoly, a condition per-
mitting every country to deal quite freely with every other
country, just like one merchant with another, in the absence
of all customs — remember that this principle was originally
set up by England. For a long period of time Great Britain
preached the principle of free trade among the nations. At pre-
sent it no longer advocates this principle, but in the 19th cen-
tury it did so. And why? Merely because it was stronger than
all other countries. No other country was able to compete with
England, which had the best machinery, the cheapest goods.
nobodv and nothing to fear. Like a great bulldog in a crowd
of small terriers, England came among the nations and announ-
ced “I proclaim free competition between myself and you”.

It is characteristic, however, that the development of inter-
national trade should have caused two nations, the United States
and Germany, both lafer destined to occupy highly prominent
places. on the world market, to enter the lists with the pro-
gramme of customs barriers, these two countries also producing
the best theoretic champions of a customs policy. In the United
States we have the well-known economist Carey, and in Ger-
many List, renowned as the author of numerous - classical
“works” on protectionism. Subsequently both the United States
and Germany greatly developed their customs fariffs, and finally
England, having gradually lost its domineering significance on
the world market, also introduced so-called “protective tariffs”.

The young rising capitalist States thus protected them-
selves against England by customs barriers, although all these

" rival States were States ol one and the same category, merely
appertaining to different nations, whereas we have a prole-
tarian State which prospers and flourishes on the frail basis
inherited from the Tsarist regime and the bourgeoisie. Can we
therefore do aught else than - defend ourselves still more
seriously, and must we not prove yet more sensitive in the
question of our economic independence?

1 would be another matter if a Socialist revolution were
to take place, 'say 'in the United States.. In such a case we
could get-along completely without any foreign trade monopoly,
since then no capitalists of any other natiar could absorb us;
in such a case there would be an aliogether different system
of international combinations. If the Socialist revolution were
to -spread to countries with a first-class techuical equipment
and low costs of production, the competition of the remaining
capitalist ‘couniries would no longer be so formidable. If in
this country the costs of production are much higher than in
the capitalist countries, we must reason as follows: “True, the
capitalist countries manufacture cheaper, biit we must give a
foundation to our own economy and so. build it up as to
be increasingly independent of our capitalist opponents ard to
exploit them as far as possible within the given limits.”

In the last decade we have experienced a whole series of
various eras 1n our relations with foreign countries. First
we had -the era of intervention, then that of recognition; at
present it seems as thought were were laced with an era of
diplomatic rupture with the prospect of a war. It is interesting
to remember how Lenin considered the question of our ca-
pitalist environment. In Volume XV, in the treatise “On- the
Next Tasks of the Soviet Power”, which dates from the year
1918, Lenin wrote:

“The entire possibility of a Socialist development de-
pends on the question whether in the course ol a certain
period of transition we can succeed in protecting our
internal economic independence by means of paying a
certain {ribute to foreign capital.”

We can sce how forcefully he attacked this question. 1
may remind you that ai the time of the Genoa Confereuce the
Soviet Governmient was willing to make extraordinary con-
cessions for the sake  of gaining time and of liberating itself
by the payment of a certain sort of “iribute”, At the samte time
I am bound to say that the problem is no longer the same as
it was when Lenin wrote his treatise “On the Next Tasks of
the Soviet Power” or when the Genoa Conterence met. We must
most emphatically point out to all'the world that they could
by no means expect such concessions of us mow as we were
ready to make at the time of the Genoa Conierence, for the
simple reason that we are to-day by no means so weak as we
then were; indeed, because we are quite considerably stronger
than we were at the time of the Genoa Conterence. .

Not only the questions of debts and concessions, but also
the questions concerning the various economic agreements and
trade treaties require most careful diplomatic treatment We
can, must, and shall profit by all antagonisms among cur ca-
pitalist opponents. We must and shall attempt to postpone the
attack preparing against us and must endeavour, albeit for a
short time, to profit by the noticeable friclion between the
capitalist States. Should more definite tactics on our part prove
necessary, however, they will be ‘on quite a different fevel to
what they were at the time of the Genoa Conference. The
tactics we employ will ‘be such as corerspond to our growing
power and increased authority. , :

I must here pause to miake an observation which appears
necessary in the light of various arguments directed against
our policy, in connection with the objections raised to the
policy pursued by the Central Committee of our Party and the
Soviet Governmient and in connection with the malicious gossip
spread abroad on the same matter. In answer to the argument
which maintains that no payments may be made at all, I should
like to point out that this is rank nonsense. We have never
adhered to this point of view, and we assert that we can pay
when we think it advantageous for us fo do so. The question
is rather, to what extent, tc whom, and for what purpose
the payments are to be made. ‘

The second argument is: Why did you not inform the
working class, the real master of the situation; at the mass
meetings, as to how much you inténd to pay? To this question
we can answer that such an argument can only be raised by
two categories of individuals, viz., either by consummate fools
or else by charlatans, for the very reason that we should be
acting most irresponsibly if we were to announce in advance
that we intended to pay so much to one party, so much to
another and so much to a third.

If in a military matter, only so as to have o secrefs from
the proletariat, we were to declare at public meetings and the
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like, “Comrades, we possess so-and-so many guns, so-and so-
many mines, and in the event of a war our plan of campaign
would be such, in the event of another war such-and-such; be
so good as to control us, as we are proletarian democrats”,
the workers would certainly tell us, “You are certainly great
democrats, but also greater blockheads than the police allows
any one to be.” (Applause.) And they will be altogether right,
for all these tactics require the most complicated machinations,
seeing that the combinations among the various States may
sometimes change more than once in the course of a single
week, during which time a certain conspiratorial secrecy must
be observed.

That is the most important thing I had to say on the
subject of our foreign policy and our relations with the capi-
talist States.

IlII. THE BUILDING UP OF SOCIALISM IN OUR COUNTRY
AND THE POSSIBILITIES OF ITS VICTORY.

Ten years ago, prior to the October insurrection, which
was organised and conducted by our Party, certain vacillations
were mnoticeable within the ranks of our Party as to the
question whether the insurrection was to be carried out or
not, and as to whether the world revolution was sufficiently
ripe for us to raise its standard alone and for the first time.
A number of comrades thought it was too early to initiate a
revolt, seeing that the world revolution had not advanced sui-
ficiently. far, because our country was not progressive but petty-
bourgeois, because our Party was not sufficiently prepared,
and because the workers would not enter into the struggle with
sufficient energy and courage.

A whole number of responsible leaders of our Party
wavered at that critical moment, and their wavering was cer-
tainly justified from their own point of view. They raised their
objections to the programme of revolt, and in full detail, step
for step, Lenin analysed each of these objections and, ii I may
be allowed the expression, he gave those comrades a thoroughly
hot time of it. In his “Letters to the Comrades”, he analysed
a whole series of arguments that had been raised by vacillating
comrades, among them one which ran literally as follows: (1
shall cite this objection, since it is being raised in our own
time again, though in another form.)

“There is actually nothing in the international situation
that obliges us to act at once. We shall rather be harming
the cause of the Socialist revolution in the West if we
get shot at (Lenin, Vol. XIV/II,

P. 278)

In other words, translated into simple speech, this means
that the world revolution is not yet ripe and that in our back-
ward country we should stand very much alone. In reply,
Lenin, in his “Lefters to the Comrades”, characterises the stand-
point of the objecters in the following way:

: “Let us show our wisdom. Pass a resolution of sym-
pathy with the German insurgents and decline the in-
surrection in Russia. That will be a frue and reasonable
form of internationalism. And how rapidly internationalism
will develop all the world over if such a wise policy gains
the upper hand everywhere.” (Lenin, Vol. XIV/II, P. 272))

In other words, the vacillating comrades who declared
“Why should we, with our national limitations, enter upon the
fight for the proletarian revolution in a couniry containing a
host of backward peasant undertakings?” were answered by
Lenin as follows: “Yes, you are good iniernationalists; you
are willing to put your names to any resolution in favour of
the internatiomal proletariat, if only, under the pretext of
national limitations, you at home need not undertake any revo-
lutionary rising against the bourgeoisie.”

This quarrel, in which the hesitators played the part of
“great internationalists” and voted against a rising, while the
Central Committee of our Party, with Lenin at its head, was
supposed 10 be less internationalist, since he was in favour of
initiating the struggle alome, is a very instructive example in
the history of our labour movement and our Communist Party.

Besides the argument, that the world revolution was not
yet sufficiently ripe for action, the hesitators had naturally a
number of other arguments at their disposal. Inter alia, they
mainfained that the circumstances were unfavourable for us,
thal there was not sufficient enthusiasm in the working class,

the present juncture.”

that the peasantry in the country was too Aumerous, that the
country was too backward. When an entire group of comrades
quitted the Council of People’s Commissaries of the first legis-
lative period, they said in announcing their retirement: “If you
do not act according to our suggestions and if the Communist
Party takes the power completely into its own hands, the
result will inevitably be a quite insupportable terrorist regime,
which will eventually mean the downfall of our revolution.”

It we go to the bottom of things and ask ourselves what
was here at issue and what it was that imbued our comrades with
such a number of pessimistic ideas as to the progress of the
revolution and its further destiny, we-shall see that this- state
of mind was based on the extremely strong doubt as to whether
it were possible to establish Socialism successfully, maintain
power, and definitely consolidate the victory in so primitive
and small peasant country as ours, where the revolution
had, moreover, to stand isolated and alone. It must be ad-
mitted that the opinion, that in so backward a country as
ours there were no objective presumptions for the development
of Socialism, was not without a traditional background in our
Socialist movement. Socialism means in the first place syste-
matic economy. And how can that be carried out in the face
of 20 million peasant undertakings? Socialism presupposes the
rule of the proletariat, but what is to be done if in proportion
to the peasantry the proletariat represents only a diminutive
minority in the population? How is Socialism to be established
if the peasantry, once the ground is distributed, possibly turns
against the working class, merely because the main point, the

- distribution of the ground, has been attained? Will the working

class be able to carry the peasantry with it when once the
latter has divided up the ground of the landowners? Probably
noft.

This is the trend of reflections that had taken deep root in
the Menshevist wing of the Socialist movement of our country
and which was shared by the entire Russian Menshevist Party
and, as it appears, even by certain Communists, both between
the February and October revolutions and even later on.

. What aroused the most doubt in a number of comrades in
the month of October and what had to be taken into considera-
tion in view of the seriousness of many of their arguments and
reasons, was the objection that our country was far too back-
ward. U, they contended, we could initiate the proletarian
upheaval along with other countries, i. e. if the revolufion were
to break out in three or four great countries at the same time,
the proletarian revolution could be started with united forces.
But to induce a country to take to Socialism all alone would
surely not be a matter of any duration and might turn out very
badly for the cause of revolution, It might be possible to seize
power in the first place, but it would be very hard to main-
fain it, and even if it were maintained, one posifion after another
would have to be sacrificed. To-day one might be the represen-
tative of the working class, but a glance in the mirror one week
hence might reveal one as a thorough bourgeois, merely because
the force was lacking and because one concession after another
would have to be made, so that in the end one would shift
one’s class basis altogether.

Such were the doubts of the hesitating comrades in Octo-
ber 1917. Lenin saw the situation quite clearly. As an inter-
national revolutionary to the backbone, he was aliogether sure
of hijs attitude in the matter. From the differences of opinion
and the discussions we have had of late, and which have also
been published, so that they are at present in no sense a secret,
it is quite obvious that a number of comrades of the Opposi-
tion have opined against the possibility of a victory of Socia-
lism, in tyring to prove that this was no theory of Lenin.
Cerfain comrades have even written entire pamphlets on the sub-
jeot, maintaining that it might be possible to built Socialism
in our country but not to built it completely, that we might
gain a victory but not an ultimate victory. (Laughter.)

The comrades have evinced a very great agility of reasoning
in arguing that we might build unceasingly but never perfect
our building. There is a quotation from Lenin that has never
been cited anywhere before but which 1 should like to apply
to-day. In 1918, at a most acutely difficult time in view of the
breakdown of our economy, Lenin had to overcome a whole
series of prejudices in our Party, prejudices some of which 1
was at that time mistaken enough to share. As usual, Lenin
summed up the essential points at issue clearly and tersely. He
expressed himself in extremely short and simple words which
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were comprehensible to every worker and peasant. In that year
he wrote as follows in his treatise “On the Next Tasks of the
Soviets”:

“Husband your money properly and conscientiously,
spend thriitily, do not waste, do not steal, observe the stric-
test discipline in your work. For the ultimate victory of
Socialism the practical observance of these maxims of
Soviet rule, with the aid of its methods and on the basis

_of its'laws, is just as necessary as it is sufficient.”” (Lenin,
Vol. XV, P. 183. Emphasised by me N. B.)

He did not speak of the victory of Socialism generally, but
of the ultimate victory and recognised that the presumptions for
such an ultimate victory lay in the fact that our socialist eco-
nomy, our industry, and our co-operatives be well conducted
and that the internal orgamisation of the country be improved.
Lenin said that all of us, as members of a united working
class, and the working peasantry we carry with us, must ob-
serve those elementary and simple rules at which we may once
have laughed as serving the interests of capitalism, but which
now serve our own interests. “Husband your money . properly
and conscientiously, do not waste, do not steal, observe the
strictest discipline in your work”. And Lenin, the great revo-
lutionary and internationmalist, maintained that, if we obeyed
these directives, we could attain the ultimate victory of Socia-
lism in our countfry.

If now some of the comrades — probably the same that
hesitated to seize power in October 1917 — tell us under our
new circumstances that the victory of Socialism in a single
country only is national limitation, treason against the spirit
of Lenin, and that Lenin never said this, their assertions cor-
respond in no way to what Lenin actually did say. Uncertainty,
doubt, scepticism, and hesitation in this question are allied to
the uncertainty, the doubt, the scepticism, and the hesitation
which were characteristic of a number of our leading Party
functionaries in the great days of October 1917.

During the entire history of our revolution, from the time
of October down to the present time, we have not ceased to
hear prophecies as to the Soviet Government from our most
pronounced opponents. Before the October upheaval they main-
tained that we should not dare to take the power info our own
hands. If 1 am not mistaken it was Victor Tchernov, the re-
presentative of the Social Revolutionaries, who at that time set
up the thesis that the Bolshevists would not venture to take
over power, whereupon Lenin answered him with the open
declaration that our Party was ready to assume authority alone
and against all.

When we had taken over power, there came the second
stage, a thesis openly defended by Milyoukov, the representa-
tive of the pronounced counter-revolutionary, bourgeois-cadet
party, who proclaimed “Two weeks of Bolshevist rule, and all
will be over”. This slogan was adopted by all our opponents,
the Menshevists, the Social-Revolutionaries, the Cadets, and frhe
Monarchists. History, however, has shown that the Bolshevist
Party and the working class were capable of maintaining this
power. History has proved that the working class has not only
maintained its proletarian power but has even consolidated it
after warding off the attacks of its enemres.

After ‘the victory over the foreign and Russian counter-
revolution, after the liquidation of the fronts and the end of the
civil war, we were faced with new tasks, the great tasks of
economtic reconstruction. And now we had to experience the
third wave of arguments, prophecies, fury, rage, and scorn,
while our enemies rejoiced at another circumstance. At first we
were told we should not be able to make up our minds to
assume power, then we were told we should not maintain that
power, then again '‘we were assured we should cerfainly get the
worst of the military struggle, by which we should be annihila-
ted. Now the argument was raised that we should never be able
to cope with economy, that our economy would collapse and
fail utterly. ‘ '

It must be admitted that the reality which followed on the
unspeakably heavy civil war and in the wake of the imperialist
wars, was dreadful enough, if judged by every-day standards.
The period of starvation, cold, typhus, the tremendous number
of deaths, the terrible sufferings are fresh in our memories.
We know what a heroic effort of the forces of the working class
was necessary in order to emerge from that terrible time. Each
of us, every one of the collaborators of our Party remembers the

time when at the meetings in the factories it was necessary pas-
sionately to emphasise all arguments ‘with the greatest revolutiona-
ry devotion, so that the workers might be convinced of the neces-
sity of holding out. How terribly difficult it was for us to speak to
them, if, there was, for instance, a woman among the hearers,
who, wellnigh fainting from exhaustion, showed us a pot of
vegetable soup, such as was then practically the only food of
the working classes.

We very well remember that exiremely difficult time. After
1921, however, we began to emerge from the condition of eco-
nomic disorganisation having then got over a series of very
difficult stages. We had sunk very low in an economic sense.
Not a single country in the world has during the last ten years
experienced such far-reaching economic derangement as did
our Republic in consequence of the imperialist and civil wars.

In the year 1920, our conomic situation was such that in its
gross output industry had receded to about one-difth of the
production of the year 1917, which in itself was no brilliant
year from an economic standpoint. From 31 million tons in
1917, the coal output had sunk to 8 million tons, the output of
naphtha had receded from 8718 to 3833 tons, the production
of cast iron and rolled metals in 1920 was practically nil, though
the production of these commodities is the backbone of industry.
In the year 1920, we produced such small quantities of cast iron,
that they were not even included in our general statistical cal-
culations. We had old stocks, but practically no new cast iron
was produced. In the output of cotton yarns we receded from
8.2 to 0.8 million poods. In the production of fabrics there was
a recession to little more than one thirtieth of the output of
1913, i. e. from 2900 to 110 million metres, the latter level being
also no more than one tenth of that of 1917.

The productivity of labour, too, had receded very greatly.
The number of workers had sunk to less than one half, i. e. from
nearly three millions to 1,340,000. In spite of Socialist dictator-
ship, wages had as a result of starvation and many other factors
sunk from an average of 25 roubles (goods-roubles), reckoned
by the household indices, to 6.6 roubles. From 25 roubles to
6.6 roubles! Our currency was altogether depreciated. Our
State industry had lost its foundations. The big works were
occcupied with turning out cigar-lighters.

That was the state of affairs. All our opponents were malic-
iously glad and asserted that all this had been inevitable. “You
have, unfortunately, proved good. leaders, but you are altogether
impossible as economic organisers. You have gained a mulitary
and a political victory by misleading the working masses with
your demagogic slogans, but economically you have broken
down and were bound to break down, because Socialism is
nonsensical in a backward country like Russia” Thus spoke
the Social Democrats, the Menshevists, the Social Revolutio-
naries, the Cadets, and so on. “You have not the rule of the
proletariat, but merely mob rule.”

After some time, however, our economy commenced to rise
again. Even the deaf and the blind, nay, even the wholly un-
reasonable began to notice that an improvement of the Soviet
economty ‘was in progress all along the line.

Thereupon the attack ensued from another side. “Yes,
economy is developing in Russia,” they said, “but it is not
thanks to your aid, but rather in spite of your aid. It is not
the wasted State industry that is developing, but private capital.
t is not your collective economy in the villages that is devel-
oping, but that of the wealthier classes. Beneath your Socialist
veneer, which means slavery for economy, the young shoots
of capitalism are breaking forth, which are destined to bear rich
fruit and enrich the new bourgeoisie. But you, dear friends, will
either be ousted by the pressure of these new masters or else
you will have to abandon your red caps and cloths and other
emblems and perform work which is at bottom bourgeois.”

That is what we were told by those on the other side of
the barricade. Our open enemies declared: “This was inevitable,
bec@u‘sg Socialism is Utopian, a doctrine for theorists, while
capitalism is reality and represents the best form of economy
and will remain so for many centuries, impervious to any sort
of slogans or curses.”

The Social Democrats say, “Certainly, Socialism is in itself
a good thing, but in a backward country it is Utopian. If you
wish to violate reality and put on socialist caps in a country
in which there are no presumptions for Socialism, you are in
reality only an obstacle, a reactionary factor. If capitalism
develops in Russia now, it is a sign of progress. The bourge-
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oisie is right in saying that it is not the nationalised industry
but the private capital which is developing, and that the former
has no prospects whatever. The prospects, rather, are favourable
to capital, in fulfilment of what is written, viz. that in a_.country
where the peasaniry is so predominant, where there is so
little proletariat, and where technics are in so backward a state,
there is no possibility of setting up Socialism. He who sets up
the standard of the development of Socialsm in such a country
must . ultimately direct it against Socialism itself.” =

Thus spoke the bourgeoisie and the Social-Democrats, and
thus speak the ideologists, of the Smenovechov-bourgeoisie, thus
speak the Menshevists, and it is almost thus that some of our
oppositional friends speak fo-day. (Laughter, Applause.} Hence
those peculiar phrases which are now so often to be heard,
those references to the “Thermidor”. ‘ ‘

In the first place let us recall some historical facts in re-
gard to the Thermidor. The first, I believe, {o make use of
this. word was Martov, the leader of the Menshevists, in an
article in the “Socialist Messenger”. He mentioned the word
“Thermidor” immediately aiter our Party Conference, under. the
guidance of Lenin, had accepted the fundamental principles of
the so-called “economic policy (N. E. P.)” Martov then de-
clared: : v
“Look, you Bolshevists. You desired (o realise Socia-
‘lism, You have destroyed free trade, you -have seized every
shopwoman by the skirts. But you could not succeed, and
-now you yourselves admit that you will make concessions
‘to the peasants. You have capitulated -economically. You
will say that you are continuing the proletarian directives
of Communism, but in reality you are backed by the small-
holder, the peasant farmer, who dictates to you at his
Csweet will. If it was formerly possible to believe that you
were expressing the will of the proletariat, every one can
see to-day that you are obeying the behesis’ of the small-
holder, anxious to do a bit of business.”

It was in this connection that Martov wrote to ‘Lenin,
“You are experiencing your capitalistic 9th of Thermidor, you
have capitulated. You might at least approach your Socialist
“18th of Brumaire” with a little more courage. Translated from
the French, this meant “Assume the réle of Napoleon Bona-
parte with more boldness”. L ‘

As in the French Revolution, after the downfall of the
dictatorship of the revolutionary petty-bourgeoisie and the .be-
heading of its leader Robespierre, Napoleon Bonaparte became
the practical dictator after a series of minor events, and the
place of the petty-bourgeois dictatorship was openly taken by
the victorious dictatorship of the big bourgeocisie, - just so
Martov estimated our initiation of the new economic policy.
In the year 1925, he alleged; there had been a certain aban-
donment of the proletarian line which until then had been
maintained in a certain degree by the Bolshevists — a retreat
to a different class basis. The Bolshevists had passed from the
standpoint of ‘a dictatorship of the working class to that of
the small peasant proprietors, who were inevitably hostile to
the proletariat. Another step or two, and the Bolshevists would
be reflecting the will of the big bourgeoisie. All this would
be realised with the establishment of the power of the dictator
Napoleon, whose real name was Vladimir Ilyitch Lenin.

That is how they argued. All was cut and dry. The de-
moralisation, they said, was .a result ol the fact that in such
a backward country as this Socialism could not possibly be
set up. Hence the necessity of concessions to the peasantry,
and hence demoralisation. That is what Martov prociaimed.
Thereupon our own Smenovechovzy, the pronounced ideologists
of the bourgeoisie of the type of Professor Ustryalov, began to
echo what the Menshevists had to say about Thermidor.

“Lenin is a great politician and at the same time a
great revelutionary. It 'is perfectly ciear to him in what
direction the country is developing, and it is only for the
sake of appearances that he speaks of Socialism and inter-
nationalism. Lenin is not inferior to Dmitri Donskoy; he
is just as eminent as Peter the Great. He understands very
well that there is no longer any question of real Com-
munism, that the- world revolution has been postponed and
that now it is a question of building up a strong Russia.

To-day concessions .have been made to the peasants and

free trade has been re-introduced; to-morrow industry will

be denationalised, and so on.”

After proclaiming the freedom of irade, they argued, we
should give back the workshops and factories to the capi-
talists and then :allow the land to be bought and sold. We
had eliminated the landowners, desiroyed the old effete autocracy,
and driven out our nobility, but in their place we-had a new
bourgeoisie, who were pastmasters in the art ol lying and
cheating; besides his cunning, this new bourgeois showed in-
creased energy; at present he was still a dirty lout, but in two
or {hree years he would be washed, his hair would be
combed, his beard trimmed, probably he would even be in
evening dress; he it was that would direct our policy. Lenin
was introducing a new bourgeoisie. The proletariat had done
its duty -and earned honour and glory; it had achieved much
and made a name-in history by saving the country irom chaos,
consolidatinig the Russian realm, and reuniting the “great land”
torn ‘asunder 'by Koltchak, Denikin, and Wrangel.’ ‘

"' This is how the Smenowechovzy describe it. Their reflec-
tions are based on the idea that no form of Socialism is pos-
sible in Russia, that that is &ll nonsense, and that we Com-
murists and the Soviet Government, the outcome of the working
class, will eventually go the way pointed out to us by the
adherents of Ustryalov.

- In realily, however, that. bourgeois seducer, Ustryalov, has
by no means caused us to deviate from the proletarian.way,
though it is a fact that he has turned the heads of some com-
rades. The comrades of the Opposition play the part of Eve,
tasting of the apple of the serpent Ustryalov (Laughter).

The fact remains that a number of comrades, beset 'by
doubts, have come to speak in the words of Ustryalov. This
is.'readily to be understood when we think of some of the
mistakes” they made in October. If the world revolution is not
yet triumphant, if a victory of the proletariat ‘is not yet noti-
ceable in the neighbouring countries, if we are destined for the
present to draw the chariot of the world revolution alone and
to establish Socialism only in our own country, which is poor
and backward; if at the very outset of the revolution we were
beset by doubts as to whether a revolution were possible in
this -country, it in the course of ten years no victory of the pro-
letariat is to be observed in any of the great neighbouring
lands, they believe that the working class of our country will
not have the strength to complete the cause of Socialism.

If it were really the case, that we had wasted the
nationalised industry and delivered it to the individual - ca-
pitalists, the matter would be dilferent. The nationalised in-
dustry, however, has not passed out of our hands; it advances;
the Socialist section of our economy, that is to say the great
industries and the co-operative system, are ousting private
trade, and this process is a lairly rapid one, too. When we
point’ this out, then the infidels begin to ponder how they
can manage to make existing facts appear to be non-existent
That is a very hard task, and here they have to have recourse
to all sorts of improbable theories. If they admit the existence
and.even the recent growth of the nationalised industry, they
direct their criticism against something else, they criticise the
fact that industry is growing laster than agriculture, in which
counection they are ready to develop a very interesting line
of argument. S

Such a line of argument was started by Comrade Kolessni-
kov. who reasons as follows: Our industry is growing faster
than our agriculture, but how can that fail to be the case?
Even belore the war it grew faster than agriculture. At the
end of the civil war it certairly lost in a greater degree than
agriculiure, but prior to the war it gained more rapidly, so
that -now its quicker growth means a return to pre-war con-
ditions, :

. But we might ask why this must absolutely be the case.
Could it not happen that a country regresses, that an industrial
country goes back to agriculture? What God, be he Menshevist,
Ustryalovist, or anything else, has decreed that if there was a
certain proportion before the war, it must apply again at
present? Why can there be no decline, no regress, why should
a country not go back by some degrees and stay there? The
argument cited above is Sophism No. 1,

There follows Sophism No. 2. It is true, we are told, that
you have a State industry; it grows and : develops; so much
may be admitted. What is incomprehensible is that you should
call .such an industry Socialist. True, Lenin spoke of our enter-
prises as of enterprises of a “consistently Socialist type”, but
that was only to be understood conditionzally, for it must not
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be forgotten that this industry produces for the market, which
is not only governed by the proletariat but also by other
classes of the population, among whom the products are
distributed.

Then there is another sort of argument. The lot of the
workers, we are told, gets harder and harder, we have many
unemployed, and so on. One of the comrades, the above-
mentioned Kolessnikov, says: Marx, not wholly unknown in
the history of the Socialist movement, wrote in Volume 1 of
his book on “Capital” of the so-calied general law of ca-
pitalistic accumulation, saying that, if the development of ca-
pitalism advances and the process of capitalist accumulation,
‘the squeezing of surplus value out of the worker, and its trans-
formation into new machines and instruments of production is
effected, the result will be unemployment in certain periods, an
industrial reserve army. The whole development of capitalism
consists in the fact that at one pole there was the increase of
wealth while at the other there were poverty, barbarity, and a
reserve army; it was thus that the law of capitalist accumulation
was expressed.

This thesis of Marx’ is well-known. But let us see how
Kolessnikov intereprets it. He says: Have we unemployment?
We have. Has it increased? It has. But what did Marx say
about unemployment? He said that unemployment was the ex-
pression of the general law of capitalist accumulation. Weli
then, if you wish to know whether you are approaching So-
cialism or not, here is a criterion by which to measure your
progress. If you have many unemployed, which can hardly be
denied, it is a sign of the prevaleuce of the general law of
capitalist accumulation, and if that is so, your course is wholly
capitalistic, however much you may have to say about your
Socialist indusiry.

This is also one of their sophisms, but, o put it mildly,
1 must say 1 have never seen a stupider one. How can such
consumumate nonsense be put forward? Let us consider from
what causes our unemployment arises. Marx said that the ca-
pitalists were creating a reserve army of unemployed so as
to exercise a pressure on the wages of the workers and thus
to increase their profits. That is the essential point. And how
is it with us? Let us imagine we have a hundred-per cent.
Socialist State, exposed to the attacks of the capitalist countries,
the consequence for the Socialist State being a {errible dis-
organisation, poverty, a great number of wounded, maimed,
and the like. Subsequently there would be people who asserted
“Poverty is said by Marx to be an outcome of capitalism, so
it is evident that you have a capitalistic State”.

Such lines of argument are naturally impossible. Our un-
employment is one of our greatest evils, but it is not the out-
come of lack of socialisation ‘in our industry but of the fact
that we have laid our foundations on a very thin basis, since
we could not immediately rise up and heal all the wounds
originating in the old order of things, and since our couniry,
as | have already illustrated with the aid of statistics, experien-
ced a great economic decline as a result of the imperialist and
civil wars, of disorganisation and starvation. This must be
taken into consideration. Unemployment is on the increase in
this counfry, because our peasantry in particalar was unscru-
pulously plundered and exploited under former regimes, so that
the peasant farms are on an incredibly low technical level,
added to which they were subjected to the effects of the im-
perialist and civil wars.

May we disregard all this? Can all these reasons simply
be replaced by an idiotic reference to the “general law of
capitalist accumulation” such as is advanced by Comrade
Kolessnikov?

I cite these examples to show how those who have sub-
mitted a thesis to the effect that our cause is doomed to failure,
will insist on perverting actual facts in one way or another.

Naturally we must look where we are going. There is no
sense in groping in the dark. We cannot refuse to look truth
in the face, not for the sake of some future reward from
Heaven, but because we must know the truth if we are to

act aright.
(To be concluded.)

TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION

The Workers’ Party of America on
the Tenth Anniversary of the
Russian Qc¢tober.

The “Inprecorr” has received the following
telegram from Comrade Jay Lovestone, on
behalf of the Workers Pariy of America.

New-York, 1st November 1927.

“After Years of devastating war and counter-revolution and
surrounded by an iron ring of imperialist foes the Soviet Union
is so mighty in victory to proceed to the establishment of the
seven hour day. In prosperous America, with much vaunted ef-
ficiency, with an imperialist clique, which was fabulously en-
riched by the world war, millions of workers are condemned
to slums, victimised by injunctions, denied the right to orgahise
and fighting for the eight hour day. America’s capitalist press
organised a conspiracy of silence to hide deliberately from the
workers the establishment of the seven hour day in the Soviet
Union. But not even the vilest labour lieutnants of American
imperialism and haughty industrial and finance capitalists who
are their. masters will succeed iin preventing this historical world
significant event from having dynamic inspiring effect on our
proletariat,

“While the strike breaking government of capitalist America
murdered in cold blood Sacco and Vanzetti, is robbing our
farmers of their land and the fruits of their toil, is now mobi-
lising its injunction judges, detectives, gunmen, troops -and aero-
planes to crush the striking miners of Ohio and Pensylvania
and repeat the Ludlov massacre in Colorado, the proletarian
government of the Soviet Union is improving the workers’ hou-
sing, cancelling debts of the peasantry and establishing the seven
hour day. Such contrast in the policy between the workers
government of the Soviet Union and the imperialist government
of the Unifed States is bound in the long run to be an eye-
opener even for ithe still politically backward American workers.
Lovestone.”

The R. I. L. U. to the Workers of

all Countries.
Comrades!

Exactly ten years ago, in the very heat of the imperialist
war, when millions of men, dazed and stupefied with the fumes
of war, fought like wild beasts, when blood poured in rivers
on all fronts, the working class of Russia revolted against the
war and its instigators and proclaimed peace, took the land,
the factories and the banks from the landowners and the capi-
falists and substituted for the power of capital the power of
Iabour on one-sixth of the world’s area.

These ten years have been years of high tension and severe
struggle for the working class of Soviet Russia: - The whole
capitalist world was mobilised against the October Revolution;
the bourgeoisie endeavoured, by armed intervention, economic
and financial blockade to strangle the first Workers’ Republic.
Ever since its first days Soviet Russia and the October Revolu-
tion have been and are to this day a target for the world press.
Not only the bourgeoisie, but infernationat social-democracy —
this agent of the bourgeoisie among the workers — is also
poisoning the minds of the masses by its propaganda and agi-
tation.

Why was Soviet Russia greeted with this funious chorus of
attack? Why has this flood of curses and slanders swelled still
more with the approach of the Tenth Anniversary of the Octo-
ber Revolufion? There is only one explanation of this:. Soviet
Russia, by the very fact of its existence, struck at capitalist in-
terests, piercing capitalist society fo the quick. In other words,
the capitalists felt a pain in their pockets. The sacredness of
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property was threatened. - The French Revolution adopted the
motto “Property is Sacred and Inviolable”. But the Great Octo-
ber Revolution, expropriating the land, the works, the factories,
transport, the banks, and all the machinery of production, and
making them the property of the toiling masses showed in their
deeds that property is neither sacred nor inviolable. Hence the
hostility of the capitalist world against the U.S.S.R. and the
fury roused among international reactionaries by the very
thought of the Labour Republic.

If however, the fundamental characteristic of the October
Revolution is the denial of the principle of private property and
the reorganisation in accordance with new forms of State pro-
perty and social relations, why should international reformism,
as represented by the Second and Amsterdam Internationals and
their Sections, be so hostile to the Soviet Republic? Reformism
explains its hostility to the October Revolution by the fact that
the latter has infringed the principle of democracy, but as a
matter of fact the true reasons are quite different, and the chief
of them .s this: the October Revolution ran counter to the whole
theory and practice of international reformism,

For what did the October Revolution prove? It proved:
1. that socialism was not a problem for the indefinite future but
for the present; 2. that nothing but mass force and merciless
war on the ruling class could overthrow the power of capital;
3. that nothing but the establishment of a Proletarian Dictator-
ship could guarantee victory to the insurgent working class;
4. that there can be no real revolution without civil war;
5. that bourgeois democracy, is a mere cover for bourgeois
dictatorship; 6. that there is no such thing as neutrality and
independence for trade unions: the trade unions are-faced with
the choice between revolution and counter-revolution, the Dic-
tatorship of the working class or the Dictatorship of the bour-
geoisie; 7. that without the confiscation of the land, the fac-
tories, transport arnd the banks, the parliamentary power of
Labour is nothing but a shield for the power of the bour-
geoisie; 8. that the working dlass is capable of administering
national economy without and despite the bourgeoisie; 9. that
the working class can construct socialist economy despite capi-
talist encirclement.

The October Revolution has furnished practical proof of
all this from 1917 o 1927. And yet each of the above points
runs counter to the theory and practice of the Second and
Amsterdam Internationals and their national sections. This is
why international reformism detests the October Revolution and
why the Socialist parties and reformist and reactionary trade
unions persecute those of their members desiring to find out
what is going on in -the territory of the former tsarist empire
and to see for themselves what the U.S.S.R, really is.

The October revolution marked a mew epoch in the history
of humanity. World capitalism, torn and weakened by war, was
dealt its first serious blow on the territory of the former Rus-
sian Empire. The year 1917 marked the beginning of a period
of social storms and upheavals — in other words, the epoch
of social revolution. ;

The October revolution fertilised the whole international
labour movement. There is not a country in the world in which
the October Revolution, that occurred fen years ago in Russia,
has not ‘aroused interest and sympathy among the masses. Only
after the October Revolution did the revolutionary labour move-
ments begin to be formed in all countries. Only the October
Revolution could create suitable conditions for the Communist
Inernational and the Red International of Labour Unions, these
internationals of action and struggle, to arise. The October Re-
volution also aroused the oppressed peoples in the colonial and
semi-colonial countries to the struggle against imperialism, as
well as awakening the toiling masses the world over. The Oc-
tober Revolution shook fto its foundations that old world of
capitalist violence, oppression and exploitation the legacy of
centuries of tradition, and herein lies the historical greatness
and significance of the victory of the working class of Russia
in 1917. This is why the hopes and fears of the exploited masses
and the oppressed peoples the world over instinctively rally
round the October Revolution; this is why the U.S.S.R. is a
lighthouse for oppressed humanity, this is why the toilers of all
countries regard it as their true native land.

Workers of the world! Learn from the living example of
the October Revolution how. to struggle and how to conquer
your class foes! Surround the U.S.S.R. with a wall of sym-
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pathy and support, and remember that international imperialism
is preparing fo attack the U.S.S.R. so as to destroy the First
Workers’ Republic and to make the workers in capitalist coun-
tries cease their attacks on the bourgeois dictatorship and stop
their attempts to establish the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.
Remember that the attack of international capital can onlﬁf be
beaten off by maximum solidarity and the revival of fighting
trade union unity on a mnational and international scale.

The international bourgeoisie may cook up its plots against
the U.S.S.R., international reformism may slander the first
workers’ Republic, but all honest workers will be on the side
of the U.S8.S.R. working class in the historical days of its
Tenth Anniversary, on the side of that Government, which, at
this very moment, while in capitalist countries the bourgeoisie
is savagely attacking the most elementary rights of labour, is
embarking upon the establishment of the seven-hour day and a
further raising of the living standards of the toiling masses.

Hail to the Tenth Anniversary of the Great October Re-
volution!
Hail to the Working Class of the Soviet Union — the Buil-
ders of Socialism!
Executive Bureau

Red International of Labour Unions.
Moscow, October 28th, 1927.

The Tenth Anniversary of the
October Revolution and the Working
. Youth.

To the Working and Peasant Youth of the Whole World!
Comrades and Brothers!

On the Tth of November 1917 a iremendous event in world
history occurred. Throughout a great country, which stretches
from the White to the Black Sea, from the Gulf of Finland to
the Pacifiic Ocean, and is inhabited by 150 million people, the
Red Banner of the Proletarian Dictatorship was hoisted. In
Eastern Europe where the tsarist hangmen sent their slaves for
hundreds of years to suppress the revolutionary movement of
the advanced peoples, the dawn of a new world arose. The -
regime of the tsars and of capitalism was smothered in the
blood and tears of the, most criminal of all wars, and was
wiped out. Not with sweet words of civil peace, not with
ballots, but by an armed uprising did the workers and soldiers
ot Petrograd and Moscow seize power.

The October Revolution awakened great joy and hope in
the hearts of the workers and the oppressed of all lands and
peoples. It aroused in all rulers and servants of the golden
calf, an animal fear and raging hatred. The old world of private
property and exploitation, doomed to extinction, but unwilling
to wie, did everything it could to detsroy the young Soviet
Republic. But neither the streams of blood nor the hunger,
cold, cannons of imperialism, the traitorous speeches of the
“Socialist” petty-bourgeoisie could shatter the workers of the
Soviet country. The Red Army held its ground against the
whole fldod of enemies.

In the fire of the civil war the working class not only
learned to defend itself and to rule the State, while it showed
that neither “noble” blood nor the “power of Empire” were
necessary for this, but also created a series of important pre-
requisites for changing productive relations. It had to give up
the attempt to introduce immediately a centralised and planned
ieadership of millions of small establishments in the cities and
particularly upon the land. But the ownership by the State
of the land and its treasures, of heavy industry, of the Banks,
the railroad and foreign trade was made absolutely safe, and
as soon as the last shot of the civil war was fired, the hammers
of peaceful construction were set in motion and the heavy and
great task of creating a Socialist economy began.

“The development of productive forces is not possible upon
any other basis than that of individual profit and of personal
interest of the owner” — so the theoreticians and the practical
men of capitalism claimed for centuries. “In backward Russia
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Socialism cannot be built, its only way is rather the path
of bourgeois development” — so the great ones of Menshevist
“science” prophesied in numerous speeches and articles.
Socialism has not yet been built up in the Soviet Union, the
land of the workers is still in the transition period from capi-
talism to Socialism, in which ithe remnants of the past still
exist side by side with the embryos of the future. Small pro-
duction still exists on the land, the remnants of private capi-
talism are still present, misery and poverty have not yet been
overcome, since the Soviet Union inherited them from tsarism
and capitalism. But the bourgeois-Menshevik legends are al-
ready completely desiroyed, for the music of the future is heard
" ever-louder, the music of Socialism in the Workers’ State. In
factory and mine, in the State stores, in the villages co-opera-
tives, on building sites, stone is being laid upon stone in the
building of a - new and happy life. Socialised large indusiry is
overtaking agriculture, is exceeding the pre-war level, and is
developing in ever-quicker tempo, just as American industry
developed. State and co-operative trade have conquered a great
part of the turnover of business in the cities and on the land
and continue to press private capital ever harder. The material
conditions of the working class continue fo improve uninter-
ruptedly from year to year, and its cultural level is rising.
In the country the co-operatives, led by the proletarian State
continue to embrace ever-broader masses of working peasants,
are acquiring the greater and greater part of the totfal turnover
of goods, and are gradually being transformed into associations
which control agricuitural production. The Socialist sector of
general people’s economy is pushing forwand with greater and
greater sureness and success against the capitalist sector, and
on the 10th anniversary of the October Revolution we already
have evidence of the fact that Socialism will conquer in the
country of the Soviets.

Every proletarian can now prove who is right: the Com-
munist Tnternational or the Social Democratic International. The
Social Democrai Noske begot Hindenburg, Renner begot Seipel,
and MacDonald — Baldwin. The workers who believed the
betrayers of the proletariat were thrown far back and were
exposed to the raging blows of the capitalist offensive. The
workers of the Soviet Union, who entrusted themselves to the
leadership of the Communist Party, which followed the path
of Marx and Lenin, are now celebrating the tenth anniversary
of their power and of their construction of a Socialist society.

From a decade of proletarian dictatorship the workers of
the whole world have learned more than from centuries of
“peaceful” development. This decade showed the proletariat of
the capitalist countries and the oppressed peoples the road of
revolt against world imperialism. The Soviet Union is a sure
source of support of the revolutionary movements of the whole
world, it has become the fatherland of the workers and pea-
sants of all parts of the world, of all peoples.

It is just for that reason that international imperialism
with its world police — the Conservative party of England
at their head — is preparing a new offensive against the
proletarian dictatorship. Defence of the Soviet Union against
all its enemies! — That is the class duty of all workers. The
destruction of the Workers’ State would mean an unbelievable
strengthening of world reaction and oppression. Its victory
would give the international struggle for the freedom of the
prolelariat and the oppressed peoples a mighty impetus.

The fate of the working class youth cannot be separated
from the fate of the older workers. The young proletariat of
Russia were subject to exploitation in the capitalist factories
together with their grown-up brothers. They suffered tsarist
imprisonment and tortures. They put at the service of the
revolution their whole enthusiasm, their whole will 1o fight,
a complete readiness to sacrifice themselves. Not for nothing
did the leader and master, Vladimir Ilyitch Lenin, recommend
that the youth be put at the most responsible outposts of the
Revolution "at decisive moments. Young workers fought upon
the barricades of the October Revolution and in the ranks of
the Red Guards with an unbounded readiness to sacrifice. They
never listened to the Mensheviks and Social Revolutionaries and
achieved victory under the Bolshevist banner. When the armies
of foreign and native counter-revolutionaries attacked the So-
viet Republic, hundreds of thousands of young workers entered
the Red Army as ordinary soldiers, commissars and com-
manders, and wrote many glorious pages of their history.

They sacrificed their young lives, not for the gold of the slave-
holders, but for the cause of their own class. And now the
working youth of the emancipated country are untiringly
working to build up a Socialist society, they are taking part
in the Socialist rationalisation of industry, they are helping to
establish new indusiries and eleciric stations, to improve the
State apparatus, to organise co-operatives, to create a new
culture, and to reconstitute their whole working and living
conditions according to new Socialist foundations.

The proletarian Revolution demanded many sacrifices of the
working youth, for it is impossible to smash a system of
oppression that has lasted for centuries without sacrifice, to
replace it by a new system of equality and brotherhood. But
the October Revolution has shown the whole world that only
the victory of the proletarian uprising can free the youth from
their unbearable conditions. In bourgeois society the working
youth are without political rights. In the Soviet State they not
only have the right to vote irom the age of 18, but they have
also received their own representation in all Soviet institutions
and in factory councils. No question which concerns the youth
in any way can be decided in the Soviet Union without their
organised participation. But not only in the field of work and
education, but also in the whole Socialist construction are the
working youth collaborating with their grown up brothers.
The proletarian girl in the Soviet Union is a citizen of the
Workers’ State with all rights, and takes active part in its
political and cultural work. The bourgeois and Social Demo-
cratic governments persecute in every way the revolutionary
organisations of young proletarians. In the Soviet Union there
exists and is developing a strong Young Communist League
of two million members, which represents the interests of the
young workers, educates them in the Communist spirit and
realises the leadership of the proletarian youth over the many
millions of peasant youth. The intense hatred which all the
enemies of the working class fecl towards the  Leninist Young
Communist League is the best evidence of its revolutionary
steadfastness, the best praise for its energetic activity.

The proletarian dictatorship is changing the position of the
vouth in production from the ground up. It is making the
working youth a matter of special consideration for the Wor-
kers’ State, and is gradually realising the ideal of Marx in the
field of their work and education. The Soviet Power has carried
through an actual prohibition of employment of children under
the age ol 14 in industry. Tt has realised the old slogan of
the Stuttgart Youth Congress with regard to 6-hour working
day for young proletarians, and has gone further in that it
has instituted for hali-grown young people of 14 to 10 years
the 4 to 6-hour working day, although they receive 8 hours
pay. In the Soviet Republic night work and overtime work as
well as employment in branches of industry injurious to health
have been forbidden. Every young worker who needs it most
receives a month’s paid vacation during the summer every year
and is sent to a rest home or sanatoria. In the trade unious
young workers are accepted beginning at the age of 14, and
more than 100,000 young workers are occupied at posts of elected
functioriaries in the Unions. In dhe large factories there are
more than 1600 schools for young workers. The work of the
apprentices is organised from the scientific point of view in
these’ schools and is linked up with a general technical and
political education. From the factory schools there go forth
qualified and culturally developed workers' who know how to
consciously manage the production and the land they govern.
In these schools more than hall of all young workers are
educated. Since they are developing from year to year, they
will gradually include all young proletarians. The Proletarian
Revolution is changing the labour power of the young workers
from the cheapest and most exploited, which it was before, into
a mighty means for their Socialist education.

The revolution has awakened in the ranks of the working
youth of the Soviet Union a tremendous desire for cuiture. The
monopoly of education which formerly belonged to the ex-
ploiters has been abolished. The young workers are educated
not only in the factory schools. Half the high schools are filled
with workers’ and peasants, for whose preparation special
workers’ faculties have been created. The youth sections of the
countless workers’ clubs, and special youth clubs which are
housed in the best buildings and supported by the State and
the trade unions, take care of the evening and Sunday schooling
of the working youth, and the study courses and universities
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provide for their cultural development. The youth of the Soviet
Union has acquired access to the best efforts of art, and to
ihe treasures of science. Religion and chauvinism have been
driven out of education, which is permeated by the spirit of
scientific Socialism.

The peasant youth and the youth of the peoples who were
previously oppressed by tsarism are beginning to forget the
horrors of this damnable past. The owners of the big estates
and their administrators who attempted to bring to slavish
submission the peasant youth by means of whips and nagaikas,
have been rooted out completely. Tens of thousands of young
peasants now stand in the ranks of the village Soviets, and
themselves possess power. The number of illiterates is de-
creasing every year and the number of schools for the peasant
youth is increasing uninterruptedly. Young agricultural workers
have the 8-hour day and profection in their work. The national
yoke has been thrown off and the non-Russian peoples have
built up free Republics. Their youth reéceive instruction in their
mother tongue and are building up the Soviet State in agree-
ment with the needs of the working masses of their own people.
The influence of reactionary religion is being thrown off and
the hitherto enslaved girls of the East are becoming firee.

These are the basic achievements of the creative youth of
the Soviet Union on the tenth anniversary of the Soviet Union.
In no land where the capitalists and Mensheviks rule do they
exist. They cannot exist there, for only the victory of the
proletarian revolt can free the youth from the fetters of capi-
talist exploitation. There are still many shortcomings in the life
of the young proletarians of the Soviet Union, which -are
known to the young workers of all countries, and for which
the century-long economy of the tsars and capitalists are respon-
sible. Unemployment and homelessness of orphan children must
still be overcome. Wages are just beginning to surpass the
pre-war level. Not all young workers are embraced in the
lactory schools. The housing crisis in the country, which was
brought about by the tremendous disturbances of two wars,
has not yet been overcome. Many difficulties and obstructions
must still be overcome before Socialism rules unrestrictedly the
lives of the youth. But what they have already achieved is a
sure basis upon which they firmly continue to build a Socialist
economy. The Soviet Union has already shown how the
wonderful future of the working youth will look. It shines
for the young proletariat of the whole world like a bright
light-house.

Young workers and peasants of the Soviet Union! It is
your fortune and honour to live in the land of the proletarian
" dictatorship. Every success that you achieve is a success for the
world army of young proletarians. Every step which you make
on the road to Socialism calls your oppressed brothers to the
fight like a tocsin. Every one of your achievements is a dagger
thrust in the back of world capitalism. Insofar as you build
Socialism, to that extent are you fulfilling your duties as sol-
diers of the international Revolution. Forward to new achieve-
ments and success, to the liquidation of all the remmuants of
the past, to the complete victory of Socialism!

Young workers of the whole world!

On the Tenth Anniversary of the October Revolution the
Young Communist International exhorts the young workers
and peasants of the whole world to turn their eyes towards
Red Moscow. Turn your faces towards the proletarian revo-
lution, and turn away from your enemies and betrayers. Fol-
low the example of your brothers in the Soviet Union, which
has been crowned with victory, and unite under the Red Banner
of Communism. Make firm connections -with the revolutionary
youth of the Soviet State. Close your ranks like an iron wall
around the First Workers’ State and defend it against all its
enemies! Bear in mind that only a ruthless fight czn free you
from wage slavery. Remember, that only the path of Lenin is
the sure path to the victory of the working class and the
oppressed peoples. »

Soldiers and Sailors of bourgeois countries!

On the Anniversary of the October Revolution the Young
Communist International reminds you that the Red Army is
your Army, whereas the troops in which you serve because
of compulsion, hunger and betrayal are only weapons of your

class enemies. Learn to shoot in order to make an end of the
rule of those who want to turn your weapons against your
brothers in the Soviet Union,

Long live the October Revolution!
Long live the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics!
Long live the October Revolution of the whole world! ]
Long live the proletarian- dictatorship, the path to Com-
munism!
Executive Committe of the Young Communist International.
Moscow, October 1927.

To All Proletarian Children of the
World, to all Young Comrades!

Dear Brothers!

Ten years elapsed since the great October Revolution. On
this occasion we, the Young Pioneers of the U.S.S.R., send
you as before our fraternal greetings — our greefings to you
scattered all over the globe and living in the capitalist countries
of the world. :

The U.S.S.R. is the only country in the world where the
care for the welfare of the workers’ children is put in the fore-
front of all questions.

No omne ever thought of the children’s welfare before the
October Revolution. The children spent their time in backyards.
They never dared to come near the parks, which were the pro-
perty of the rich.

On the Tenth Annmiversary of the October Revolution we
have rest-homes, camps and playgrounds for children in the
summer homes, parks und palaces of the former bourgeoisie.
We have hundreds of children’s sanitation camps and a great
number of children’s doctors, who attend to the children free
of charge.

Before the October Revolution in our schools the children
were taught to be submissive to- the Tsar and the capitalists,
and their minds were doped with religion. The teachers had
the right to beat the children. But now we are, together with
the teachers, the founders of a mew school which teaches us' the
teachings of the great Lenin. Now there is no corporal punish-
ment in our schools. Now we have organised our own chiidren’s
management of schools for the improvement of school-life. The
teacher is now our best iriend and older comrade.

On the Tenth Anniversary of the October Revolution, the
children of the U.S.S.R. have thousands of clubs and numerous
circles and workshops. We had none of these things before.

The October Revolution gave the children of the U.S. S.R.
the opportunity to set up their own children’s organisations.
There are two million children in the ranks of the Young
Pioneers working under the guidance of the Young Communist
League and the Communist Party. We are actively participating
in the social life of our country and doing all we can in pro-
moting it.

Workers’ children and- children of the oppressed of all
countries, on the occasion of the celebration of the October Re-
volution we, the children of the Soviet Union, your brothers in
the struggle for a better life, appeal to you:

Do you want to attain a better life for yourselves, your
parents and brothers? If so, study the history of our October,
and brothers to follow the example of ocur October. October
the history of its achievements, Urge your parents, your sisters
1917 has opened the road for the October of other countries.

Exert all your efforts in exposing the falsehood and slander
of your bourgeoisie about the U.S.S.R. and urge your fathers,
mothers, brothers and sisters to fight against the menace of a
new imperialist war.

On with the struggle in the cause of labour, in the cause
of the World October! Be Ready!

On behali of two million Young Pioneers
of the U.S.8.R.

Central Bureau of Communist Children’s Organi-
sations of Leninist Young Pioneers under the
Auspices of the C.C. L.Y.C.L.S.U.
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{ POLITICS

'The Iessons of Hamburg.
The Fight for a Government of the Labour Majority.
By P. R. Dietrich (Berlin).

On Wednesday the 26th October there iook place in Ham-
burg, under the presidency of the local committee of the
A. D. G. B. (German General Federation of Trade Union), the
negotiations between the Communist Party .and the Socialist
Party of Germany, which were to deal with the question of
making use of the communist-social democratic majority yielded
by the recent elections, in the interests of the workers of Ham-
burg. The course of these negotiations, which took place as a
result of the initiative of the Communist Party and the mass
pressure of the working class of Hamburg, is. important and
instructive not only to the workers cf Hamburg, but to the
whole of the international working class. The main question,
forming the centre point of the discussions between the C.P.G.
and the S.P.G. both before and during the negotiations was
the question: continuation of the coalition policy — or fight
for the interests of the workers. The negotiations have ended
just as was predicted by the C.P.G.: in spite of the com-
munist-social democratic election victory, everthing remains as
it was. There is no utilisation of the communist-social demio-
cratic majority on the Hamburg Town Council, but a con-
tinuation of the amti-Labour coalition policy. The only thing
is that the social democratic leaders, even with the support of
the leaders of the A.D.G.B., have not achieved that which for
them was the sole aim and object of the negotiations — fto
cast upon the C.P.QG. the responsibility for the continuation
of their coalition policy. When, according to the “Vorwirts”,
the leader of the negotiations for the S.P.G. declared: The
attitude of the Communists forces the Social democracy to
form a coalition with other parties”, then this conclusion of
the leader of the negotiations for the S.P.G. not only com-
pletely distorts the course of the negotiations, but the fact that,
already before the negotiations with the C.P.GQG. social demo-
cratic representatives mnegotiated with representatives of the
parties with whom they had formed a coalition up to now,
shows this statement to be a miserable manoeuvre to deceive
the Hamburg workers.

The social democratic leaders, when they could no longer
avoid negotiations with the Communists, worked systematically
to bring about a breaking off of the negotiations. The conduct
of the negotiations by the chairman of the local committee
of the A.D.G.B. was not directed towards setting up a practical
programme for the realisation of the workers’ demands, but to
achieve as quickly as possible the breaking off of negotiations
and to cast the blame for this upon the Communists. For this
reason the representative of the S.P.G. Ehrenteit, against the
protest of the Communist representatives, demanded in the form
of an ultimatum that the six questions contained in the well-
known letter of the local commitice of the A.D.G.B. be gone
into once again. The reply of the C.P.G. to the question of
the A.D.G.B. has already been made public. The social demo-
cratic participants at the negotiations, on the other hand, refused
to make any concrete statement regarding the 14 demands of
the Communists which, as was again expressly stated, are ca-
pable of being carried out within the frame of the capifa-
list State, but on their past demanded of the C.P.G. that the
latter give up its principle of opposition to the capitalist State
and entry into the government, and also abandon its fight
against the reformist trade union leadreship. From this there
was to be seen quite clearly which side did not want any po-
sitive utilisation of the Communist-social democratic majority.

That - the social democratic representatives, in spite of the
most active support by the representatives of the local com-
mittee of the A.D. G, B., did not achieve their aim, was due to
the behaviour of the Communist representatives, who adopted a
practical attitude to all questions, a fact which is confirmed by
the complaning tone and contents of the report of the negotia-
tions published by the “Vorwirts”. The “Vorwirts” does mnot
venture to follow the example of the “Hamburger Echo” which
already some days ago pillored the “gigantic betrayal of the
workers by the Communists”, The “Vorwirts” only states that

negotiations . were abortive and thereiore concludes that the
coalition policy must be continued.

In spite of the provocative breaking off of negotiations the
Communists will not so readily enable the social democratic
coalition politicians to carry out their plans. The declaration of
the C.P.G. on the breaking off of negotiations states:

“After the negotiations, which have been conducted by
the C.P.G. in every phase since their declaration in the
election campaign with an earnest endeavour to arrive at
an agreement on the basis ol carrying out the most ne-
cessary proletarian demands, have been frustrated by the
resistance of the leaders of the S.P.G. and the A.D.G.B,
we declare:

But even now we are still prepared and will endeavour
to give our votes on the town council for a purely social
democratic senate, and we are also prepared and willing
to facilitate the work of a social democratic senate, pro-
vided that it carries out the simple proletarian demands
and does not resort to any measures directed against
labour.

It in spite of this clear attitude of the C.P.G., which is
dictated by the interests of the working masses, the leaders
of the S.P.G. prefer to cling to the great coalition, then
this unheard-of treachery will be made obvious to the whole
of the Hamburg working class.”

We have not the least doubt that the social democratic
feaders will keep to the policy of coalition with the Democrats
and the People’s Party, because by reason of the national pe-
licy of the social democratic Executive Committee, they cannot
do otherwise. The fight of the social democratic leaders against
the bourgeois bloc, so far as there can be any talk of a fight,
is conducted only in Parliament., The social democratic leaders
see in the bourgeois bloc government a change parliamentary
phenomenon which they wish to remove by another com-
position of the Reichstag following on the next elections. The
policy of the social democcracy and the A.D.G.B. aims ex-
clusively at a policy of coalifion and class co-operation.

The behaviour of the social democratic leaders in Ham-
burg must be regarded and judged from this angle. If that is
domne, il the Communist workers make use of the experience in
Hamburg, then we shall accelerate the process of the breaking
away ol the workers from -the social democratic party as a
bourgeois labour party the leadership of which deliberately
sticks to the policy of alliance with the bourgeoisie, and, as
is rightly stated at the conclusion of the Communist declaration,

“it will facilitate the gathering of the workers into a united
fighting front against the bourgeois bloc, against reaction in
all fields and thus create the pre-conditions for the working
class o overthrow capitalist society in a victorious struggle
and realise the dictatorship of the proletariat as our
brothers in Russia have already done.”

'The Situation in Htaly.

On the Occcasion of the 5th Anniversary of the March on Romne.
By Angelo Tasca.

What is Haly’s position now, five years after the conquest
of power by the Fascists? Her economics are passing through
a ‘severe crisis. Seen from without, this crisis gives the im-
pression of being due to the policy of re-establishment of the
currency observed by the Fascists. In reality however, it is a
case of a general crisis. of the whole capitalist economics in
ftalv. The re-establishment of the lira raised all dhe problems
of Italian economics and even the problem of the social character
of the prevailing regime. '

The Fascists and the Social Democrats regard the re-esta-
blishment of the currency as a specific accompanying sympton
of Fascist national economy. The first (the Fascists) glorify the
“miracle” of the re-establishment of the lira, the others (the
Reformists) cherish the hope that the deflation crisis will result
in the “penitent” bourgeoisie separating from Fascism and
seeking shelter under the wings of “concentration”. In order
to refute this view, it is necessary to state that whatever bour-
gois government would have had the power in its hands in
Italy, it would have been faced by the problem of the re-esta-
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blishment of the currency, and that, for this reason, there is no.
contradiction beiween the “Fascist” policy of deflation and the
policy dictated by the fundamental interests of the bourgeoisie
as a whole. Almost in all countries the bourgeoisie was forced
to take measures for normalising the currency without this
normalisation causing deep-reaching dissensions between the
ruling classes. Fascism did not follow a “pre-capitalist” policy
by its endeavours to check inflation; on the contrary, it has
at the same time — although only temporarily — saved both
itself and the bourgeois order in an extremely difficult situation.
If the process of inflation which reached. its culminating point
at the beginning of 1925, had proceeded without being checked,
a crisis would have arisen which the bourgeois regime, already
shaken by the political effect of the crime against Matteotti,
would have been unable to resist.

What influence has the crisis of deflation on industry, on
agriculture, on the solution of the problem of cutting down
expenditure, on capital and on the policy of prices and wages
in Italy?

The crisis in industry, which many persons have only just
“discovered”, dates back to the past year. Ia export industry
deflation caused a severe depression. The position of the motor-
car industry is wvery critical. The “Fiat” works were obliged
to dismiss several thousand workers in the last few months.
The textile industry, especially the cotton industry, is faced by
serious difficulties. In accordance with a resolution passed by
a special industrial commission, restrictions of labour have
been introduced in the whole cotton industry from the beginning
of the current year onwards. The depression is also making
itself felt in the production in the docks. In the Ttalian docks
ship-building decreased by 13 per cent in the first three months
of 1927, whereas the docks of the other countries in the world
record an increzse of production amounting to 33 per ceat in
the same period.

Those industries catering for {oreign markets are also
suffering from the crisis. In the chemical industry, a coasiderable
restriction of labour had fo be resorted to owing, on the one
hand, to the shrinkage of consumption within the country, on
the other hand to the intensification of foreign competitini
which was promoted by the re-establishment of the lira. In the
building industry, the usual boom in the Spring and summer
has failed to occur. which, on its part, led to a depression in
the industries producing building materials. In the typographic
industry also a decline is recorded in consequence of the Fas-
cist policy towards the Press. Even the Meeting of the Fascist
Printers’” Trade Union which was held in Rome in the monih
of August, was obliged {o state that the measures of the Go-
vernment directed towards suppressing a considerable section
of the periodical Press, are the chief cause of the constantly
growing unemployment in the typographic industry. )

In the period from May 1926 to May 1927 total unemploy-
ment in Italy has increased by 119,75 per cent.

In agriculture, deflation has led to a lowering of wholesale
prices which far exceeds the decrease of wholesale prices of
industrial products. The “scissors” is one of the most charac-
teristic symptoms of the crisis in Italy. The agricultural market
must to a certain extent pay the excessive prices in industry
and {rade which, on their part, are trying in everv way to
get the products they want at as low prices as possible. With
this, the germ of a conflict between the interests of industry
and those of agriculture are given. This conflict however is
only an episode in the struggle between the various economic
groups with the object of shifting on to the other part the
burden of the crisis. It is not a question of a light on the part
of “backward” landed property against the so-called “pro-
gressive” industrialism, which only exists in the imagination
of the Social Democrats.

In all countries in which the system of preserving economic
life by means of the oxygen of inflation has been abandoned,
the bourgeoisie has set about solving the problem of the ration-
alisation of industry, It is, however, a well-known fact that every
process of standardisation requires large quantities of avail-
able capital. Wherefrom is the money to be had which is re-
quired in ltaly for rationalisation, so as to make it possible to
make up the inevitable disadvantages of deflation and finally
fo establish an active balance? This capital exists only to a
very limited extent in Italy. The only natural source from which
to supply the capital necessary for rationalisation, would be
private savings. In the present situation, this question is of

fundamental significance. The financial programme of Fascism
promoting the formation and accumulation of private capital
within the country, has suffered complele bankruptcy, as Fas-
cism did not create permanent conditions for the formation and
reproduction of savings. Until the end of 1924 there was still a
certain flow of deposits into the various loanbanks which ap-
proximately corresponded with the depreciation of the lira.
but in 1925 stagnation began. There has been a decrease in the
investment of capital; public funds are showing a rapid decline.
In comparison to the corresponding period in 1026, the invest-
ment in shares has decreased by 63 per cent in the first quarter
of 1927. The stock index fell by 40.14 per cent in the period
from December 1924 to June 1927, whereas the lira gained by
only 20,26 per cent as compared with the pound sterling during
the same period. Whereas the lira increased in vaiue by 30
per cent by the middle of 1926, consolidated State funds fell
by 15 per cent. The shortage of deposits is extremely acute,
so that a credit policy on broad lines seems impossible.

As with every deflation, in Italy also the reserve formation
of prices as with inflation resulted. The income derived from
exports fell suddenly in correspondence with the fluctuating
value of the lira. Wholesale prices in the country followed ra-
pidly, whereas the decrease of prices in retail trade proceeded
much more slowly. Whereas the lira rose by 60 per cent bet-
ween August 1926 and August 1927, wholesale prices fell by
25 per cent, retail prices by 16 per cent and the cost of living
by 8 per cent. The Ifalian bourgeoisie is not in a position
which would enable it to conduct a price policy which, in con-
nection with the process of deflation, could procure for it broad
possibilities of sale at home and abroad.

Is iit likely that the process of deflation will lead to a
breach withing the ruling class? For the time being there is no
indication of that. Dissension may be noticed between agrarians
and industrialists, chiefly with regard to the question of how to
procure credits. The consequence of the crisis will be different
for the different strata of the rural population. The landowners
will have at their disposal a fund from the profits of the past
vear and the capital of the banks, The small landowners and a
section of the medium landowners will sulfer most, The greatest
pressure will weigh on the shoulders of the agricultural and
industrial workers. ‘

It is therefore easy to foresee that the actual agratrians
will again join the united front of the bourgeoisie or remain
in its ranks as the case may be. The categories of the petty
and medium peasants and of the agricultural labourers form
the strata among which discontent is gaining firm roots, the
strata whose interests are being constantly injured by Fascism,
i. e. by the block of exploiters formed by the industrial and
egrarian large bourgeoisie and by the military and bureau-
cratic strata. The Communist Party of Italy dis focussing its
activity in this direction, in the direction in which lies the
possibility of mobilising the masses in order to aim the first
blows at Fascism and at the bourgeois dictatorship.

There are no signs to indicate that the bourgeois ideology
of Fascism of the “first hour” would have seriously separated
from the ideology of Fascism of the “last phase”, the imperialist
phase, It may however be maintained that many “motives” of
petty bourgecis ideology have served and are still serving as an
excellent cover for the interests of large bourgeoisie. The petty
bourgeoisie has not lost its characteristics, but its relationship
to the actual bourgeoisie only finds expression in the fact that
the latter is making use of this pelty bourgeois ideology for
carrying out its own class policy without making any conces-
sions to the petty bourgeoisie. In the five years -of Fascist rule
not a single economic measure can be cited which might be
traced back to independent action on the part of the Fascist
petty bourgeoisie.

Only the broad strata of the working population, those who
suffer under the burden of this regime and of the crisis of de-
flation can carry on a serious fight against Fascism. The Ifalian
working class must in every way increase its pressure on the
iront of the enemy and intensify the class war. It must turn
to account the confusion of the bourgeoisie. It must carry on
an obstinate defensive, change over to a determined offensive
at the right moment, shatter the plans of stabilisation of capi-
talism, even in jts liberal and social democratic form and take
the power into own hands, into the hands of the workers and
peasants,
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FOR LENINISM — RGAINST TROTZKYISM

The Moscow and Leningrad Party
Members Unanimously behind the
o . of the C. P. 8§, U.

Moscow, 27th October 1927.

Yesterday evening there took place in Moscow and in Lenin-
grad tremendous meetings of the active members of the Party
organisations. These meetings unanimously approved the deci-
sions of the plenary session of the Central Committee and the
Central Control Commission against the Opposition and rejected
decisively the standpoint of the Opposition.

After the speech of Comrade Molotov in the Mosgcow mee-
ting, the oppositional leaders Smirnov, Kamenev and Rakovsky
spoke. Their remarks, particularly those of Comrades Kamenev
and Rakovsky, caused great opposition amongst the audience.
The attacks of Comrade Kamenev upon the Central Committee
caused such indignation that he was unable to continue his
speech. When he tried to continue, such a storm broke loose
that he was compelled to leave the platiorm. The same ex-
perience was reserved for Comrade Rakovsky, who declared in
his speech that without the leadership of Trotzky the revolution
could not develop.

The meeting adopted with 2,500 votes against 1 vote a re-
solution approving of the decisions of the C.C. and the C.C.C.

and the theses of the C.C. for the coming Party Congress.

The resolution points out that the great successes which the
Party had achieved upon the field of the building up of socia-
lism, had been carried out under the Leninist leadership of the
C. C. after the XIV. Party congress. As the best example of this
there was quoted the decision regarding the introduction of the
seven hour day. The aftitude of the Opposition at the plenary
session and its illegal activity and writings proved that the Op-
position had lost all touch with Leninism. By opposing the
seven hour day the Opposition was already in the wake of re-
formism. The Party was not only faced with the question of the
struggle of Leninism against Trotzkyism inside the Party, but
also with the danger of the formation of a new, anti-bolshevist,
Party, and a new, anti-bolshevist International. The organisation
of an illegal Trotzky fraction, the bloc of this fraction with non-
Party bourgeois intellectuals, the supporting of the ultra-left and
ultra-right wing renegades abroad — all this proves that the
Opposition has adopted such methods which the Party cannot
tolerate. This is all the more so, because the disruptive activity
of the Opposition brings grist to the mill of the bourgeois
counter-revolution. At all its meetings the Party will categori-
cally declare that the Opposition must observe the dedisions of
the Party, or it will be flung out of the Party onto that scrap
heap where Maslov, Souvarine and their consorts are.

The resolution expressed approval of the expulsion of Com-
rades Trotzky and Zinoviev from the Central Commitiee.

The meeting in Leningrad was attended by 6,000 active
Party members and had fo be held in two halls of the Uritzky
Palace. After the speech of Comrade Bukharin, the leaders of
the Opposition Yevdokimov and Bakayev spoke. The result was
the same as in Moscow.

The meeting adopted a resolution approving ail the deci-
sions of the C.C. and ithe C.C.C. Referring to the slanderous
rumours spread by Troizky and Zinoviev that the proletariat
of Leningrad would solidarise itself with them on the occasion
of the anniversary session of the Central Executive Committee
of the Soviet Union, the resolution declares that the meeting, in
full agreement with the Leningrad proletariat, ignores with con-
tempt this manoeuvre of the bankrupt leaders of the Opposition.

THE TRIAL OF ZOLTAN
SZANTO AND COMRADES

The Trial of Zoltan Szanto and
Comrades. ‘

Sixth Day of Proceedings.
Budapest, 24th October 1927.

The examination of the accused in the trial of Zoltan Szanto
and his comrades was concluded to-day. The landworker
Gosztola declared himself to be a communist. The police could
torture him as much as they liked and he would still proclaim
the Soviet Union as the Fatherland of the toilers. He had con-
sidered it his duty to enlighten the Hungarian workers and
peasants about the situation in the Soviet Union and about
what the Soviet power had given to the peasants.

After the chief accused had been examined, the examination
followed of the nine members "of the Socialist Workers Party
who had been arrested in connection with the demonstration
on the 1st May and whose trial had been tacked on to that
of Szanto. ‘

Michael Szabo, the General Secretary of the Socialist
Workers Party commenced his statement with a short resumé
of the programme of the S. W. P. The latter stood upon the
basis of pure Marxism, defended the class interests of the
proletariat and wished to give land to the peasants. He then
described the terrible persecutions to which the S. W. P. was
subjected. Internment and expulsion by administrative measures
were common. Members of the Party were held months, and
in some cases even years in prison without any accusation
being raised against them. The representatives of the bour-
geoisie declared that Hungary was a State in which ordered
justice was dominant, But what sort of a State was that where
from time to time the police descended upon the premises of
the Party to plunder them, to take typewriters and other
property of the Party away without ever having any legal
right to do so or without ever returning any of the property
thus stolen? The chairman interrupted the accused by calling
him to order a number of times. :

© Michael Szabo continued, the imprisonments, the forture
and the robbery, were, however, only one side of the per-
seoution. The police systematically carried out. provocations.
An example from the recent past: Acting at the behest of the
police a worker named Dobhany entered the ranks of the
Party, gave himself out to be very radical and tried to pro-
voke an attempt upon the life of the Prime Minister Count
Bethlen. That, declared the accused, was no isolated instance.
These “attempts” fabricated by the police were utilised to sup-
pres the class-conscious movement of the working class. Here
the chairman again called the accused 1o order. Following upon
the conclusion of the hearing of the accused the proceedings
were adjourned. On Wednesday a decision will be announced
with regard to the demand for an extension of evidence.

Seventh Day of Proceedings.
Budapest, 25th October 1927.

To-day the police attempted to ,“discover a plot” in the
court room itself. To this end they smuggled 25 detectives, some
of them dressed like workers, into the court room and distributed
them amongst the spectators. The police however, failed again.

No sooner were the accused led into the court room than
the landworker Tisza spotted the detective Sohor amongst the
spectators. He then addressed himself indignantly to the chair-
man of the court, poiting out Sohor: “There is the man who
beat me!”.

The chairman was then forced to have the man’s papers
examined and he was ejected from the court room. One after
the other the accused Loevy, Roth and others rose in their
seats and pointed out various detectives who were distributed
in the. court room. “That man struck me! That one slapped my
face! That man thrashed me! That man kicked me!”. At the
instructions of the chairman all the spies were compelled to
leave the court. The trial was then continued and the Chief of
the Detectives Schweinitzer was examined as a witness.
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The examination was inferrupted continually by shouts
from the defendants and from the spectators and by questions
by the counsel for the deience and by the chairman himseli.
Schweinitzer did his utmost to appear as-a defender of the
bourgeoisie. He decilared that he was well informed concerning
every movement of the communists. An underground commusnist
agitation was béing carried on in all parts of the country by
the communists. He also declared that he had 90 documents
proving that the communists were working in accordance with
foreign instructions, and further that the Socialist Workers Party
(Vagi) was nothing but a cloak for the Communist Party.

Chairman: “The 00 documents are not under discussion.
What we want to kmow is where do these photographs come
from which have been submitted to the court?”

Schweinitzer: “From a foreign Soviét embassy”.

Chairman: “From what Soviet embassy and how have you
received them?”
Schweinitzer: “That 1 cannot say. That is a State secret.”

Counsel for the Defence: “The famous forgers factory pro-
duced them!”

A number of the accused: “The famous Zinoviev letter’!
Fabricated for the campaign against the Soviet Union!”

The Chairman called the accused to,order.

In the further course of his evidence Schweinitzer referred
o the tortures. As far as he boow there hod hoen an o o0
at al. “Both Hetényi and myself were present at the examina-
tion of the prisoners, and everyone knows that Hetényi is a
most humane man.”

The latter statement produced a storm of laughter from
the accused and from the body of the court.

Interruptions of the accused: “That bloodhound!”
man!” etc. etc.

Courisel for the defence to Schweinitzer: “Referring to one
of those 90 documents you said that Loevy had written it. Was
Loavy then employed at the Russian Soviet Embassy to which
you refer?”

Schweinitzer, obviously embarrassed: “I did not say that
he had actually written it, I only said that he had drafted it.”

Defending Counsel: “That’s not true, but no maiter. Tell
us why you have not produced the original documents here?”

“Hang-

Schweinitzer: “I can’t answer this question.”

Defending Counsel: “Very well then, answer another ques-
tion. Did Eduard Rubin escape or was he permitted to escape?”’

Schweinitzer: “It all- happened exactly as is stated in the
protocoll. As the detectives were escorting him to the station,
he escaped.” (General laughter.)

Defending counsel: “How did you discover that the Socialist
Workers PParty was nothing but a cloak for the Communist
Party?”.

Schweinitzer: “From our experience. The decisive fact is that
the Socialist Workers Party only has 10,000 members, but that
it has issued many leaflets and paid for them.”

The question of the fortures was then again dicussed. In
answer to the questions of the defending counsel concerning the
modus operandi at the examination of the prisoners, Schweinitzer
declared again that no torbures had taken place. The accused
Szanto, Vagi, Helene Bartos, and others sprang from their seats
and flung excited questions at Schweinitzer’s head, questions
referring to tortures at which Schweinitzer was personally
present. Schweinitzer replied ¢ynically.

Helene Bartos: “You are a liar!”

- Schweinitzer, embarrassed and stuttering: “The tortures...
the tortures have been invented by the communist ‘Uj Marcius’
which appears in Vienna”.

Counsel for the Defence: “Tell me, how did the accusad
get hold of the ‘Uj Marcius’?”

Schweinitzer: “Yes, that’s just it, the communists are every-
where.” T TR

The chairman prevented the accused from asking Schwei-
nitzer further questions and threatened them with punishments.
Th protests of the counsel for the defence were in vain and
the proceedings were adjourned until Wednesday.

| AGAINST IMPERIALIST WAR

The War Mobilisation FPlans of the
Bourgeoisie for the Inclusion of

Women.

“To-day the imperialistic bourgeoisie is nof only mobilising
the whole of the nation, but also the youth of the mnation; to-
morrow it will also take in hand the militarising of the
women.,”

Thus wrote Lenin in the year 1916. (Volume XIi, P. 452)

The great teacher and leader of the proletariat drew his
conclusions with astonishing insight in studying and observing
the tactics of the bourgeoisie, and in this case he clearly
foresaw the perind in which we are now living and in which
the ruling classes are preparing a tremendous militarisation
which will encompass both women and children.

In France the law for the “Arming of the Nation” is now
being carried out. On the basis of this law the whole of the
population, irrespective of age and sex, in the mother country
as also in the colonies, will be mobilised in the event of war.
As early as the year 1925 the American Ministry of War ela-
borated a plan for the mobilisation of women for war service
— not only in the factories and in the administration, but also
to form divisions in the army. At the same time all the na- °
tionalist and fascist organisations in the various capitalist coun-
fries are carrying on systematic work among the women. On
the one hand, this work finds expression in the ideological
preparation of the masses of women for war, whereby the
nationalists find reliable confederates among the reformist social
patriots; on the other hand, in the employment of women in a
systematic militarisation of the population.

Militarisation moves in two directions — in the direction
of shooting as a sport and in that of athletics in general.
Sports are calculated to provide for the physical development
ot the population in the numerous clubs and associations, as
also in school, where athletics are compulsory. And in post-
war times the recruiting of women for all these clubs and
associations is proceeding apace. Among such clubs and as-
sociations the most important is undoubtedly the Boy Scout
organisation.

These organisations are graded sirictly according to class
and embrace both women and girls. A most striking organisa-
tion is that of the army reserves-ol the Baltic Border States,
in which women work and form a large, majority. For example,
the “League of Defence” in Finland, which is the most power-
ful organisation, has among its rules a special regulation con-
cerning women’s division; the “Defence Organisation” in Latvia
has special women’s divisions and arranges a number of cour-
ses for the training of women for auxiliary service in the army:
Lotes Swjard” in Finland has 45,000 women in its ranks in
training for auxiliary service in the army; under the supervision
of the commander of the Defence League in Poland there is a
“Committee for the Training of Women Reservists and Auxi-
liary Services in the Army”; there are similar committees in
the provinces and a number of economy courses for the training
of women for auxiliary service in the army are being organised.

Furthermore, women are also recruited in illegal groups
and organisations, most of which have a Fascist strain, as,
for instance, the “Anti-Bolshevist League” in Poland, which,
in addition to a League of Work, has an Intellectual Club, a
circle for advanced members and a popular organisation for
women. ‘

All these facts disclose the war mobilisation plan of the
imperialist bourgeoisie for the encompassing of women and
children. They are an indication that the ruling classes have
learnt from their experience during the last imperialist war
and that this experience has proved the importance of the role
of the masses of women in war-time in the economic apparatus
(munition factories and chemical factories, on the land and in
the transport service) in administration, etc. In the fast-ap-
proaching war, whose thunders can already be heard, and which
will perfect the mechanisation of the handicraft of war and
turn every country into a huge factory of means of destruction,
they are preparing to put to use this experience of the un-
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limited mass exploitation ol female and child labour. And in
this regard the militarised trade umions and all other associa-
tions are to be converted into levers whereby the whole ma-
chinery of war may be set in motion.

., These facts further prove that the ruling classes have
drawn. lessons from the experjence of the Russian revolution
and the participation, of women in the fight against Fascism
as also from the Chinese revolution. The participation of the
Russian women workers in the mass actions of the February
and October days, the heroic work of the Red Sisters in the
ranks of the Red Army, of the female workers and peasant
women at the base and- at the economic front of the Russian
revolution, the steadfastness of the female revolutionaries, un-
broken by the inhuman tortures they suffered in the prisons
of the secret, police and of the Fascist hangmen (Italy, Poland,
Bulgaria, Finland, Latvia and Lithuania), as also the fighting
spirit of the Chinese women — these ‘are for the imperialistic
bourgeoisie menacing facts, which have compelled them to
occupy themselves with-the practical trainhing of female picked
troops for use in the immediate rejnforcement of the capitalistic
service corps and in the army,

The prolefariat of all countries must draw from this the
proper conclusions. In full consciousness of the fact that war is
a phenomenon of the immediate present — the war in China
and the preparation for war against the only proletarian home-
Jand in the world, the Soviet Union — the Communist parties,
as the vanguard of the proletariat, must immediately begin,
in view of this work among the”women and of this war mo-
bilisation plan of the ruling classes for the calling up of the
masses of working women, a systematic activity among the
women workers and the broad masses of working women in

order -to“brigg -about-their organised enlistment in:the united .-

front, of .all workers for the fight against the imperialist war,
for Ahe sstopping of .the war in China and for the stopping of
the waf against the Soviet Union. e
- The proletariat' must counter

tionary cadres ot militant women.

At the present moipent, which is of supreme imuortance to

the déstiny of the. working class and of “all. fhe iworkifig strata
~of society, the words which Lenin once wrote are proving
true.

“The upholding of the revolution depends upon the part
the women take in it.”

DOCUMENTS

Slogans of the Ag‘ifprop of the
E. C. C. L for the October
Celebrations.

1. Long live the October Revolution, the beginning of the
socialist world revolution. Long live the world October!

2. In October 1917 the Russian workers overthrew the
power of the bourgeoisie and of the landowners; today they
are building up socialism. On the ruins of the old Tsarist
Russia, the proletariat, followed by the revolutionary peasantry,
created the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics. In the Soviet
Union there is no dictatorship of the exploiters, there -there
prevails the dictatorship o! the proletariat. '

In the rest of the world there still rules the bourgeoisie,
the dictatorship of a handful of exploiters. Hence our central
slogan for the tenth anniversary of the October Revolution:

Down with the bourgeois dictatorship! Long live with the
dictatorship of the proletariat! e

3. Long live the Communist Party of the Soviet Uniomn,
the organiser of the great October, the leader b the Soviet
Union, the advance-guard of the international Communist mo-
vement, '

Long live the Comintern, the organiser of the approaching
world October. Long live the steeled Leninist unity of the
Comintern! |

. 4. For ten years our class brothers in the Soviet Union
have been ruling this vast country, for ten years the prole-
tarians of the Soviet Union have been working at the establish-
ment of socialism. Their cause is our cause.

the war mobilisation” plan of *

the .ruling classes to_encomnass the women by setting up revolu- . .3 ! 1) b
i TS A0SR 0. noes Y oamng P " "Rockdeltérs: Loucheiirs and “other uncrowned kings ‘of ~inter-

We swear on the tenth anniversary of tﬁe October . Ré’vo-
lution to complete the great work of emancipation .of all
workers begun by them, to overthrow world capitalism! .

5. The imperialists are preparing.  for - war ..against the
Soviet Union, against the first workers State: !

Proletarians, prepare to defend the Soviet Union. Let us
reply to the war of the slave owners against the citadel-of -afl
the oppressed and enslaved with civil war.

6, The proletarians of all countries, the suppressed of the
whole ‘'world have no other fatherland than the fatherland of
the  proletarian dictatorship, the Union of socialist Soviet Re-
publics. )

Down with the defence of the bourgecis fatherland! War
to the knife against all who venture to raise their hand against
the fatherland of the world proletariat, the Soviet Union!

7. The leaders of the Second and Amsterdam Internationals
give active suppori to the imperialists in their preparations
for war against the U. S. S. R. and iry to couceal the bellicose
intentions of the international bourgeoisie. Social Dembocratic
leaders and reformist trade union bureaucrats are organising
and leading all the campaigns of lies and calumny against
the U. 8. 8. R.

Social Democratic workers, class brothers, resist your
counter-revolutionary leaders! Join the iromt of the defenders
of the First Workers’ State! Send your delegations to the
U. '8, /5. R. to learu the truth about the achievemeats ol the
first Socialist State, utilise these achievements as a lesson how
to build up Socialism, strengthen the fraternal umion with the
proletariat of the UL'S. S, "Ry .o Lot

* 8. The proletariat of the October. Revolution achieved a

glorious victory in the struggle with interrational *imperialism,

" The Chinese Revolution, the progery of October, is dealing

.seve‘rg,bla‘w\s_ {o. the domination of the Deterdings, Morgans,

national capitalism, it is undermining the foundations ol the

- spolitical supremacy, of the internatioral bourgeodisie.

Workers and oppressed, do your utmost to defend the
Chinese revolution!

Relentless struggle against those who want to throttle it.

Shame on Thomas and other defenders of imperialist ban-
ditism in China! Curses on the befrayers and executioners of
the Chinese Revolution — Chang Kai-shek and Vang Tin-vei.

 Fraternal help for the hercic workers and peasants of China
and thejr steadfast vanguard, the Communist Party! Down
with imperialist intervention! Hands off China!

9. The October Revolution paved the way for the working
youth of Russia to' Socialist construction ana cultural creative-
ness. It abolished youth, exploitation and education monopoly
for the exploitating classes. Young workers and peasants have
become participants in Soviets — organs of proletarian dictator-
ship. The 6-hour day, tranchise at the age of 18, conquest of
universities, factory and workers’ schools, such are the achie-
vements ol October for the working and peasant youth.

. Young workers and peasants! Think of the achievements of
the U. 8. S. R. youth, bear in mind that such achievements
mean overthrow: of -the bourgeoisie by force of arms and
establishment of proletarian dictatorship. :

Join the Young Communist League! Do not discard rifles!
Turn them against the enmemies of the workers, against those

-

who raise their hand against the U. 3. 3. R.

+ 10. The trade union leaders have broken up the Angio-
Soviet Committee just at the moment when Chamberlain is
pteparing - war against the U. S. S. R. They expel from the
trade unions all those who stand up for proletarian urity with
the trade unions of the U. S. S. R.

Down with. Chamberlain’s lackeys! Down with the dis-
rupters of the Labour movement! Long live union beiween the
world proletariat and the workers of the U. S. S. R.! Long
live international trade union unity!

11. The October Revolution did away with. national oppres-

sion in Russia. The October Revolution created the Soviet
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Republics of the Ukrainian, Georgian, White Russian, Armenian,
Tartar and other peoples oppressed by tsarism, it unified these
Republics into the U. S. S, R. The Soviet Union alone, helps
backward peoples in their struggle against age-long ignorance.

Down with bourgeois rule which oppresses national minc-
rities and suppresses the movements for national independence!

Long live proletarian revolution, the emancipator of wor-
kers of all nationalities!

12. 11 infenfioned counter-revolutionaries who worked for
the overthrow of working class power are in the prisons of
the U. S. S. R. Only agents of the bourgeoisie and the big
landowners, hired by international capitalism for ferrorist and
espionage activity against the first Workers’ Republics are shot
in the U. S. S R.

_ In bourgeois countries, thousands of workers and peasants
who dare take up the fight against the accursed imperialist
order are shot, hung and tortured in prisons.

"Long live ruthless struggle against the enemies of the
workers’.

Down with terrorism against workers and peasants!

13. During the heroic civil war, the Red Army of the Soviet
Union smashed counter-revolution at home and repulsed ihe
attacks of the international counter-revolution. The Red Army
consolidated the October conquests. It keeps guard over the
construction of Socialism in the Soviet Union, the stronghold
of world revolution and is prepared to repulse the attack
planned by international imperialism.

On the X. Anniversary of October hearty greetings to the

Red Army of the U. S. S. R. — shield of the oppressed, sword
of the rebels! '

14. On the X. Anniversary of the great proletarian October,
let us remember the victims and martyrs of proletarian and
colonial revolutions. Tens and hundreds of thousands of the
best elements of the working class perished defending the cause
of socialist revolution on the battlefields ot the civil war, in
street fighting, in bourgeois dungeons and by the hand of the
executioner. Tens and hundreds of thousands of the best cham-
pions of the oppressed masses fell in ‘the struggle with the
blood-thirsty monster — imperialism.

Honour to the champions who fell for the great cause of
Socialist Revolution! Vengeance on bourgeois executioners!
Curses on all traitors!

15. The October Revolution roused colonial and
colonial peoples to struggle against the world parasites.

semi-

On the X Anniversary of October, our proletarian greetings
to the oppressed peoples who have risen against the domination
of international imperialism! ‘ :

16. The October Revolution has emancipated women as
workers and as human beings, the Soviet Power has awakened
working and peasant women. The Soviet Power has drawn
hundreds of thousands of working women into the government
and administration of the country.

Working women, bear in mind that the X Anniversary of
October is approaching! Join the ranks of the champions of
a world October, the only way to complete emancipation of
working women from centuries old slavery!
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- THE EFFECT OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION ABROAD
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The Russian Revolution and the Proletariat of Austria.

By Franz Koritschoner (Vienna).

1905 — the bloody Sunday. The Austrian workers have
their eyes fixed on the Russian example. “To talk Russian”
becomes a slogan in all the workers’ meetings. The Austrian
proletarians begin to struggle with the greatest energy for the
general franchise. Leaders take the matter in hand. Karl Renner
writes his article on “Caesarism”. He calls upon the Habs-
burgs to grant the general franchise “in order to overcome
the crisis of the Austrian State of various nationalities.” The
Reichenberg “Freigeist” writes the following bitter words:

“The struggle for the general franchise has become
so acute, that we are no longer fighting but begging for it!”

The movement which had begun with a revolutionary
rising, ended in a miserable bargain with the Habsburg
dynasty.

The outbreak of war in 1914! August the 5th, the “Day
of the German Nation!” The heroic fight of the Bolsheviki
against the imperialist war is passed over in silence in Vienna.
Class 'war is being felt as a silent reproach. Every chauvinistic
speech of Plechanov is registered. Only the deportation of the
Bolshevist faction of the Duma forces a definite atfitude to be
adopted. Austria’s social patriots, it is true, rail against Tsar-
ism, but they take good care not to follow the Russian example:
they follow — the Habsburg banner. To hold out remains the
slogan in vogue. Renner is enthusiastic about “Central Europe”,
Leuthner about a “Greater Germany”, the leaders of the trade
unions about — the annexation of Serbia!

There commences a return to reason. Zimmerwald! The
Conference of Women and Young People at Berne. An op-
position, an organised opposition, is formed. But the union
“Karl Marx”, founded by Friedrich Adler is not on the plat-
form of the Left Zimmerwald group and its leaders, the Bol-
sheviki. The majority canvasses for Kautsky’s ideas of: “The
— it is far more important that all of us should wish for the
same thing than what the thing itself is.” Or Friedrich Adler’s
improved Kautskyism:

“As a soldier, the worker should hold out to the
end at the front, and as an internationalist, at the front
ot class war.”

Within the scope of the union, the Russian example begins
to take eifect; a motion of the Left Radicals is passed with the
majority of ome vote; the split between the internationalists
and the social imperialists is on the order of the day — there
comes the shot fired by Friedrich Adler. The Legal Centre
is dissolved, its Press Correspondence prohibited, the separa-
tion between the Leit Radicals and-the Centrists on the basis of
organisation becomes a fact.

Stockholm. The February revolution is successful. Tsarism
is overthrown, The 3rd Zimmerwald Conference takes place,
but also an attempt on the part of the social patriots to gal-
vanise the Second International into new life! The Menshevist
Workers’ Soviet in Russia has a foot in each camp. Axelrod
and Rosanov have the decisive word. The Petrograd Soviet
founded a “Friedrich Adler Fund” for supporting the Austrian
revolution. But no money is handed out. The Austrian group
remains under the spell of Kautsky and of the legal methods,
the Left Radicals follow the way of the Bolsheviki.

The events of July in Russia. The 3rd Zimmerwald Con-

ference is threatened with break-up. Even in the Congress, the

Menshevist internationalists launch an agitation against the
Bolsheviki. Rosanov returns home without signing the mani-
festo of the general strike. Radek succeeds in breaking through
the isolation of the Bolsheviki and establishing up fresh con-
rections. In Austria, the 1st National Conference of the Left
Radicals takes place near Wiener-Neustadt. Lenin’s Kiental
declaration is accepted as the programme.

In Stockholm the attempt at conciliation made by the social
imperialists are wrecked. Victor Adler leaves. “Conclude peace”
says he to the Russian delegates, and, in Vienna, he makes
a speech in favour of Wilson’s peace. The first meetings against
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imperialist war are held. The social imperialists have turned
into pacifists, the Austrian Government is playing with the
idea of loosening the alliance with Germany. The conference
held in favour of Wilson’s peace turns into a revolutionary de-
monstration in favour of Friedrich Adler and of the Bolsheviki

who had been defeated. The social patriotic Labour Press.

is compelled, in its struggle against the war policy of the
Kerensky socialism, to write in friendly terms about the Bol-
sheviki. The Bolshevist example is exercising a constantly
growing influence on the masses.

November 7th. The Bolsheviki have seized the State power.
Careful manoeuvring on the part of the “Arbeiter-Zeitung”,
tremendous enthusiasm among the proletariat. Russia is calling!
In all branches Committees of Action are being formed in order
to proceed to act over the heads of the trade unions. The Leit
Radicals are making every effort to establish contact with the
partial movements and to organise them in Vienna and in the
provinces. The 7th of November has given rise to a short but
lively debate, one section of the Left Radical Committee for
Action defend the resignation of those who are against the
seizure of power. New problems are being brought up: the
question of the right of seli-determination. Action against war
ought to be a strike movement! The workers of Czechoslovakia
can be won over, but they only fight for the disintegration
of Austria. The Committee of Action decides in favour of the
right of seli-determination of the peoples and gels into touch
with Jugoslavian students and Czechoslovakian railwaymen.
Contact with other revolutionary groups is established. At the
end of December, the illegal “Workers’ and Soldiers’ Council”
is formed embracing Leit Radicals, Bakunists, Syndicalists and
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other groups. The platiorm, the slogan ol action are Bol-
shevist,

Brest Litovsk. The open letter “To All”, breaking off ne-
gotiations. The illegals are preparing for an attack with feverish
excitement. The shortage of food in the industrial districts
(munition factories etc.) of Wiener-Neustadt leads to a pre-
mature outbreak of the fight. The Wiener-Neustadt Basin is on
strike. Vienna must follow. The movement is flaring up over
the heads of the old leaders. The “Radicalinski’s are urging
the movement forwards; the strike begins on January 14th.
Workers’ Councils are elected. The general strike is spreading.

But the old leaders are already at work again. On Ja-
nuary 18th parliamentary negotiations are begun. Count Tog-
genburg and the Emperor give pacilying assurances. Count
Czernin “guarantees” — and thus a brake is put on the strike.
On January 20th the workers are called upon to return to the
factories. Whilst the Constituent Assembly in Russia is being
forcibly dispersed, the Czech separatist workers rise for soli-
darity, the Hungarian proletarians refuse to resume work..
Whilst the soldiers of Bosnia refuse to advance against workers,
whilst even the Slovenian Clerieal party joins the class-con-
scious workers — for national reasons, under the slogan of
the right of self-determination — the fight itseli is throttled. On
January 25th work is resumed in the industrial districts of
Wiener-Neustadt. The fight has come to an end. Three days
later, Count Czernin breaks his promise and takes the side of
the dictatorial German will.

The memory of the October revolution in Russia lives in
the hearts of the Austrian workers far beyond the ranks of the
Communist Party.

6600608

TEN YEARS AGO |
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Down with the Imperialist War.

The Troops of the Petrograd Garrison are “not suitable for
the Front.

Petrograd, 30th October. The Chiel Commander of the
Northern front. General Cheremissov, has sent a confidential
telegram in reply to General Duchonin. Minister for War and
Chief of the Staff: “The initiative for sending the troops of
the Petrograd garrison to the front has emanated from you.
znd not from me. I replied to your proposal (telegram No. 4/34)
that 1 agree and asked you to send the best troops to the
front. When, however, it became clear that the troops of the
Petrograd garrison will not go to the dfront, which means,
therefore that they are not suitable for service at the front,
1 declared in a discussion with your representative that in view
of the unwillingness of the troops to go to the Iront, they are
unfit from the point of view ot operations, that we shall have
a lot of trouble with them, and we have plenty of such {roops
already at the front. But as you adhered to your desire to
send the troops to the front, I did not rejected it and do not
now reject it, il you consider the removal of the Petrograd
troops to be necessary. I hope that these troops will recover
at the front and will, under the influence of our committees
“become capable of fighting”. (From the newspaper “Armija
and Flot Svobodnoy Rossiji”, No. 18.)

Measures of Force of the Government Commissar of Tashkent.

Petrograd, 1st November. At the order of the extraordinary
government cominissar, General Korovitchenko, the barracks at
Tashkent were occupied in the night of 31st Ocfober to
1st November by junkers and Cossacks who proceeded 'with
two tanks ani machine guns. The garrison of the fortress was
disarmed, many soldiers arrested. (“Nasha Gaseta”, No. 122.)

The Soldiers in favour of Peace.

Novocherkask, 4th November. (Petrograd Telegraph
Agency.) The Congress of local military representatives has
finished its work and adopted a resolution declaring’ that the
continuation of war cannot solve the inner crisis nor improve
the disastrous situation of the country. It is at the same time
hindeting the <convocation of the Constituent Assembly. The
government must therefore consider it as a most urgent task
to terminate the war.

TOWARDS THE SOVIET CONGRESS.

The Central Executive Committee is Compelled to Convene the
2nd Soviet Congress.

»

Petrograd, 30th October. The Bureau of the Central Exe-
cutive Committee of the Soviets of workers’ and soldiers’ de-
puties discussed the question of the convocation of the second
All-Russian Soviet Congress which is demanded on all sides.
The attempts to prevent the Congress have failed. The majority
of the Soviets pronounced themselves :in favour of the imme-
diate convocation of the Congress and for the taking over of
power by the Soviets. As a result of this pressure, the Bureau
of the Central Executive Committee decided to telegraph to all
front comimittees and local organisations summoning them to
participate in the Congress which is to take place on the 7th
November. The agenda contains the following items: The
political situation; preparation of the Constituent Assembly;
election of the Central Executive Committee.

The Central of the Seamen against the Revolt.

Petrograd, 30th October. The Central of the Seamen’s
union adopted the following resciution: “The Ceniral of the
seanien’s union, having discussed the question of the planned
armed revolt in the streets, categorically declares that at the
present moment such a revolt would be a crime against the
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people, because it would lead fo the collapse of the two c'anips
of revolutionary democracy, which would benefit only the
counter-revolution. (“Krasnoje Snamja”). : '

- THE SOLVING OF THE CRISIS ...
“All Power to the Zoviets!”

~ Petrograd, 30th October. The town Conlerence of the
factory councils took place in Moscow from 25th to 30th Oe-
tober. The Conference demanded in the resolutions which were
adopted on the political situation, on the elections to the Con-
stituent Assembly, on the Red Guard, on the lock-outs and on
the organisation of the exchange of goods between town and
country, the transference of power into the hands of the
Soviets. (“Isvestiya”, No. 191.)
. : CF oy ¥ o
Petrograd, 1st November. The Conference of the district

Soviets of Jekaterinenburg (Ural) demands that the day of the
‘meeting of the All-Russian Soviet Congress be the date for
the seizure of power by the Soviets.

. The “Isvestya” publishes five analogous resolutions which
were adopted by the Soviet of soldiers’ deputies of Alexandrov
(gouvernement Vladimir); by the gouvernement conference of
the Soviets of Workers” Soldiers’ and Peasants’ deputies of the
ouvernement Novgorod; of the second Finnish District Con-
%e’ren\ce' of the peasants’ deputies; of the garrison of the Finnish
reserve regiment and of the Petrograd Soviet of the peasants’
deputies.

National Conference of the Factory Councils.

Petrograd, 31st October. At the National Conference of the
Factory Councils Comrade Trotzky spoke and pointed fo the
inevitibility of civil war, the pre-conditions for which lie in
the ‘economic and’ social structure of our society.

’ * g X . )

;- Petrograd,; Ist November. At the Nationdl Conijerence of
the Factory -Céuncils, Kaukov' (Lett S. R.) spoke on'the po-
litical situation and declared that there could be only one
sotution of “the question of power, i. e, the iranslerence of
power to the organs of revolutionary democracy, to the toiling
peasanis in alliance' with the proletariat. As a whole Kankov
spoke in the sense of the Bolsheviki; he was only afraid of a
possible “premature” revolt. After the discussion the resolu-
tion of the Bolshevist fraction was adopted by 54 votes against
5 with 9 abstentions. ’

Resolution on the Political Situation.

(Moved by the iraction of the Bolsheviki and adopted by
the National Conference of the Factory Councils on 1st No-
vember, 1017).

The Al-Russian Conference of factory councils, assembled
at the momeni of deadly danger for the revolution, declares:

“The government of the counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie
is ruining the country. It reveals and recognises its complete
incapacity to continue the war but it drags on the war in order
to choke the revolution. It does nothing to stop the economic
decay; to the conmirary, its whole economic policv is directed
towards increasing this decay in order to kill the revolution by
starvation and to bury it under the ruins cf general economic
collapse.

“The salvation of the revolution and the achievement of

the aims which the working masses have attached to this

revolutioti, are: transference of I}ower into the hands of the
Soviets of the workers’, soldiers’ and peasants’ deputies. The
Soviet Power must propose to all peoples at once an armi-
stice  — until the conclusion of peace — it must undertake
the defence of the revolutionary country against world im-
perialism. The Soviet Power must give-the land and soil into
the hands of the land committees of the peasants and carry
through the control of the workers over production and the
distribution of goods on a national scale. The Soviet Power
has to take all the necessary measures for the most speedy con-
vocation of the Constituent Assembly. :

Down with the power of the counter-revolution!

Long live the power of the revolution!

Long live the fight for peace, land and freedom!

(“Rabotchi Putj” No. 43)

LENIN: “WE MUST ACT ON THE 7TH!"

Petrograd, 3rd November. In Petrograd there- was held a
secret meeting of the Bolsheviki, at which Comrade Lenin fook
part. The question of the armed revolt was discussed. J. Reed

.reports on this meeting as follows: “Lenin spoke: ‘November 6th

(24th October) will be too early. We must have an-all Russian
basis for the rising; and on the 6th all the delegates to the
Congress will not have arrived... On the other hand, Novem-
ber 8th will be too late. By that time the Congress will' be
organised and it is difficult for a large organised body of
people to take swilt, decisive action. We must act on the Tth,
the day the Congress meets, so that we may say to it, ‘Here
is the power! What are you going to do with it’?”

(John Reed: Ten Days that Shook the World.)

The Fight of the General Staif against the Revolutionary
Military Committee.

Petrograd, 7th November. (Peirograd Telegraph Agency.)
Yesterday evening the conflict between the General Staff of the
military district of Petrograd and the military revolutionary
committee of the workers and soldiers’ council became very
acute.

The negotiations entered on by both sides to settle the con-
flict were broken off in the afternoon, as the comunittee re-
ceivetd the report that the military governor of Petrograd had,
in the course of the night, ordered the troops to be stationed
in -the neighbourhood of Petrograd, especially in Peterhof,
Pavlovsk, Zarskoye Selo. In view of this fact the committee
ordered its troops not to cbey the commands of the govern-
ment.

The situation has become more acute as a result of Ke-
rensky prohibiting three newspapers of the Maximalists and
two newspapers -of the Right.

Towards 5 o’clock the authorities  issued the command to
destroy the bridges between the workers’ quarters and the
centre of the town_ and thus brought the street traffic of the
whole town fo a standstill. The town is militarily guarded by
the troops which are loyal to the government.

A W

Petrograd, 5th November. The membeérs of the Military
Revolutionary Committee appeared before the General Staff
and -demanded the right to control all its commands and to
take part in its military discussions. The Chief Commander of
‘the Petrograd Troops, Colonidl  Polkovnikov rejected this
‘demand. The workers” and 'soldiers’ council thereupon con-
vened a meeting of the deputies of the garrison, which sent a
telegram by telephone to all regiments informing the soldiers,
that the workers’ and soldiers’ council is breaking with -the
General Staff as a result of the latter’s refusal to recognise the
Military Revolutionary Committee, and that from now on the
General Stafi must be regarded as an organisation hostile fo
democracy. The telegram declares that the troops have to obey
only such commands as are signed by the Military Revolu-
tionary Committee.

The Military Revolutionary Commiittee at the same time is-
sued an appeal to the soldiers, workers and the population:of
the capital stating that the Committee has nominated, for the
military leadership of the most important points of Petrograd
and its neighbourhood, special accredited persons whom the
Committee declares to be inviolable.

After the Provisional Government had learned of the «de-
cisions of the Committee, it demanded that the latter, declare
the contents of the telegram to be null and void. The Com-
mittee refused to comply with this demand and decided to
offer resistance. For this purpose the workers’ and soldiers’
council had troops with machine guns come to guard its
meeting hall. The Provisional government decided not to take
up- arms as it hoped to settle the conflict peacefully. :

A Plenary si‘tting of ihe Provisional Government which
tock place this evening decided to regard ithe Committee as an
unlawful institution and called upon the Minister for Justice
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to prosecute its members and suggested to the military autho-
rities that they adopt all necessary mesasures should a revolt
against the government break out.

' " The Commlttees of the Reglments jom tiie Military Re-
_volutionary Committee.

Petrograd 3rd November. At the Extraordmary Meeting
ol the soldiers’ committees of - the -Petrograd garrison, Trotzky
spoke in ithe name of the Executive Comimiitee of the Petrograd
Soviet. He described the situation and’ called upon fhe workers
and «soldiers - fo - support - the new -tevolutionary organ, -ihe
Military Revolutvonary Committee -dand. to assist the Soviets in
the fight for power. Trotzky. called upon the garrison and the
Petrograd ‘proletariat to.maintain - -commplete peace on the “day
of the Petrograd Soviet”' (4th November) in order to avoid a
collision 'with the relxglous de*monstrahon of the Cossacks ﬁxed
for that day

Representatwes ‘of various dlvxStqns of, troops s*)oke ‘aiter

Trotzky and demanded the immediate seizure of power by

the Soviets. The representative of the 4th Don Cossack regiment
declared that the regiment will not take, part in  the religious
demonstratlon The -represenfative of the 14th Cossack regiment
assured the’ meeting of the determination of his regiment " to
fight . against counter-revolution, biit warned against a pre-
mafure revolt.

The represemamves ol the iront demanded the conclusaon
of peace. ' : : ¥

Butnevitch, member of the Certral Executive Cdm.n1ttee
attempted to.prove that it is untimely and impossible to 'séize
power by an, armed revolf, but he had to break off his speech
amid the loud protests of the audience.

+« Laghtevitch: (Bolshevik) declared that it s precisely: the go—
wvermment which is provoking civil war; the Soviet government
will propose ‘an honest democratic peace to all peoplés, but if
this proposal is rejected and the nations: conducting war against
-us will attempt to subjugate revolutionary Russia, then a revo-
lutionary war: will commence and the Bolsheviki w111 then ﬁght
in the first ranks : . ‘

The Mllltary Revolutionary Committee . on the. Prohibition of
g _ Revolutionary Newspapers.’

The conspirators of the “general staff have 'suppressed two
revolutionary newspapers. “Rabotchi Putj” and “Soldat”. The
Soviet. of the workers and soldiers’ deputies cantiot folerate the
‘suppression of freedom of expression. The homest press mfust
be defended in the interest of the people which is repelling the
attacks of 1he pogromists.

The Military Revolutionary Commlttee decides:

1. To open the printing works of the revolutlonary news-
papers‘

»2. To call upon the editors and printers t6 continue the
publication of the newspapers.

3. To entrust the protection of the revolutlonarv prmtmg
‘works against counter-revolutionary attacks to the heroic
soldiers of the Lithuanian regiment and the 6th sapper reserve
battalion.

The Military Revolutionary Committe¢ to the; Petrograd Soviet.

Soldiers, ‘workers citizens!

The enemies of the people passed last night tfo the offen-
sive. The Kornilovists of the staff are trying fo draw in from
the suburbs the junker and voluntéer battalions: The Orienbaum
junkers and the Tsarskoe Selo volunteers refused to :come out.
A treacherous attack s’ being contemplated against the Petro-
grad Soviet of workers’ and soldiers’ deputies. The newspapers
“Rabotchi Putj” and “Soldat” have been prohibited, their prin-
ting works sealed. The offensive of the counter-revolutionary
conspirators is being directed against the All- Russian Congress
of Soviets on the eve of ils opening, against the Constituent
Assembly, against the people. The Petrograd Soviet of wor-
kers’ and soldiers’ deputies is guardmg ‘the revolution. The
Military Revolutionary Committee is leadmg the répulse of the

conspirators’ attack, The entire garncon and proletariat of
Petrograd aré ready fo deal the .eénemy of the"people a ¢rushing
blow. gt

The Mllrvtaly Revolutxonary ‘Commiftee deczees

1. All regimental, division " and battleship committees, to-
gether with the Soviet Commissars, and all revolutionary orga-
nisations,  shall meet in continuous session, concenirating in
their hands all miormahon about. the plans of .the conspirators.

9. Not -one soldier shall leave his dlvxslon w:thout per-
mission of the Committee.

3. To send o Smolny at once twq delegafes Erom eaeh
mllltary umit and five from each Ward Soviet.

4. All members of the Petrograd Soviet and .all delegates
to the.All-Russian Congress are invited vmmedlately to: Smolny
for an-extraordinary meeting. i .

Counter-revolution. has raised its crimmal head.

".A "great dangej"threatens’ all the conques<ts and hopes of
the soldiers and workers.

 But. the forces of the revolution’ exceed by far fhose o'i
its’ enemles

The cause of the people vs in., strona hauds
spirators :will .be; crushed. .

No hesitation or doubts' Firmness, steadiasmess, dlsmplme,
determination? - -

Long tive the Revolution! o -

, Petrqgrad oth November 917, . :

Kerensky Aprhes to fhe Prellmmary Pmlidment ior “ytfp'pol‘f

Petrograd, 6th November. (Peirograd Telegraph Agency)
In reply to the interpellation, what the :government is .con-
templating in order to.prevent the attempt of. the Maximalists
fo capture State power, Prime Minister Kerensky delivered the

following. speech in the Prelxmmﬁuy Parliament: e

It would" appear that the nearer the day of 'the meénng
of ‘the Constituent Assembly apptoaches, the more frequent be-
come ‘the attempts to' prevent its meeting, which ' aim; it is
infended to  achieve by paralysing ihe defence’ of and by
treason against the country. These attempts are emanating &rom
two sides, from the exfreme Left and'theextreme- Right,"and
find expression in the ‘articles of the State: criminal Lenin who
scorns justice. These attempts fio matter ‘whether consclousky
or unconsciously, “do ‘not benefit' the German proletariat, ‘but
those sections which rule Germany, for they contribute to open
our front to the troops of the Kaiser and his’ alhes L

Re‘ferrmg fo the conflict between the Stafi of the M;hta,:y
governor of Petrograd and the Military Revolutionary .Committee
of the Workers’ and Soldiers’ Council, Kerensky continued:

The military power could never recognise as legal the de-
mands of the Commitiee and demands of it the withdrawal
of its commands. The Committee had opened sham negotiations
and even showed 'inclination to come to an understanding, but
at the same time it began  secretely to distribute arms ~and
¢artridges to the workers. This is the reason why I consider

The ) eqn—

i

ipart of the Petrograd ‘population to be insurgent. ‘1’ at once

ordered the commencement of an-investigation ‘4nd [‘he carrymg
out of the necessary arrests. -

The Leit interrupted Kerepsky by ironical mteuechons but
the latter turned towards the' Left and said:

The Uovernment will rather suﬂer death . than renounce

the defence of the honour, - security and independence of the

State. Thereupon he: dealt with the attitude of.the front towards
the action of the Maximalists and read telegrams in which the
army demands severe measures against the excesses. in. Petro-
grad and promises the government energetic support.

Kerensky requested the Preliminary Parliament to give an
immediate reply whether the government, in fullilling. its duty,
can count on the support of the Provisional Cauncxl of ,the
Republic.
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" The Trade Unions Prior to the

October Revolution.
By A. Aluf

The class struggle which was on the increase throughout
the year 1917, required a tremendous effort on the part of
the Trade Unions, which were rapidly developing into power-
ful mass organisations. In their fight against the working
classes, the capitalists had the support of State power in its
entirety, since the latter was in the hands of the bourgeoisie,
and whenever their own strength did not suifice to break the
resistance of the workers, they resorted to a closing down of
enterprises, to a sabotage of production, and to the destruction
of industry, By help of starvation, they hoped to be able to
force the workers to their knees. In circumstances such as
these, the working class and all 'its organisations were faced
with the task of preparing actively for the final and decisive
fight against the bourgeoisie, a fight for the overthrow of the
political power and economic domination of the bourgeois class.

By far not all of the Trade Unions were prepared to exe-
cute this task. Within the Trade Unions this entire period was
charaoterised by a violent struggle against the more com-
promising elements, who still had a considerable influence in
certain of the Unions at that time, particularly in such as
comprised employees and the workers of smaller enterprises.
In those Unions which united the industrial prolefariat, the
influence of the compromisers was inconsiderable, and these
Unions, in particular those of the metal workers, textile wor-
kers, leather workers, and the yet incomplete organisations of
the ntiners, assumed a truly revolutionary attitude and pursued
an altogether Bolshevist line of policy.

The influence of the Menshevists in the Trade Unions
rapidly declined and the swing to the Left in all strata of the
working class proceeded at a very rapid rate. -This is illu-
strated by the fact that the Trade Union delegation to the
“Democratic Conference” in August 1917 greatly diflered in
its composition from the Third Trade Union Conierence at the
end ol the preceding June. The majority, albeit a smail one,
of the Third Trade Union Conference was well known to be
Menshevist, whereas the Trade Union delegation to the “Demno-
cratic Conference” was overwhelmingly Bolshevist and adopted
a thoroughly revolutionary attitude.

Within a period of two months, therefore, there had been
a decided change in the proportion of forces in the Trade
Unions. This fact shows, on the one hand, that the working
masses were gravitating rapidly to the Left and, on the other
hand, that the specific weight and influence of the industrial
unions on the entire Trade Union movement had considerably
increased.

“The unions of the industrial proletariat and the inter-
Trade Union formations of the great industrial centres played
an important role in the immediate preparations for the October
revolution. ‘

The Moscow District Conference of the metal workers,
which met at the beginning of October 1917, recognised that
it was incumbent upon the working class to wage an energetic
fight for the radical alteration of the foundations of the eco-
nomic policy of the State and for the transier of power into
the hands of the real democracy, i, e. the Soviets of workers’,
peasants’, and soldiers” deputies. On October 15th, 1917, the
meeting of delegates of the textile workers declared that

“the revolutionary proletariat must begin the ofen-
sive on all fronts, and that through the medium of the

Central Trade Union Bureau and the revolutionary wor-

kers’ organisations an appeal must be addressed to the

entire proletariat, to raise the immediate demand of “All
power to the revolutionary democracy in the shape of
the Soviets of workers’, peasants’, and soldiers’ deputies”.

The leather workers of the Moscow district, who on
August 16th, 1917, started a strike which lasted for two
months and a half, raised the demand for the confiscation of
the enterprises (transference to the State). On October 16th, the
meeting of delegates of the striking leather workers passed a
resolution, according to which, in default of compliance with
their demands on the part of the employers within two days,
the working committees were immediately to adopt practical
measures (such as taking stock of the machinery, goods, and
so forth), in preparation for confiscation.

The conference of the miners of the Donez basin, which
met from October 2nd to 5th, declared
“that the Trade Union organisations would not be
able to fulfill the responsible tasks which awaited them,
unless the authority in the country were to pass into the
hands of the workers’, peasants’, and soldiers’ deputies.”

This standpoint of a transfer of power to the Soviets was
likewise shared by the inter-Trade Union formations of the
great industrial centres (the Soviets of the Trade Unions). As
early as August 1917, when the Provisional Government issued
a summons for the State conference at Moscow, the Trades
Council of that city organised a protest strike, which united
more than half a million workers under the parole of “The
power to the Soviets”. This strike was declared, although the
majority of the Moscow Soviets of workers’ deputies,  then
composed of Menshevists and other representatives of compro-
mising parties, resolved (by 360 votes against 304) to refrain
from striking. The resolution to strike was adopted at a meeting
of the leaders ot 41 Trade Unions, convoked by the Moscow
Trades Council.

The Petrograd Soviet of Trade Unions passed a resolution
in connection with the breakdown of the Riga front, declaring
that the sitwation in the country was a result of the policy of
the Coalition Government, which sacrificed the interests of
peace and of the broad masses of the population to those of
the Allies and the Russian .imperialists. At that time the
parole of “All power to the Soviets” atiracted great masses
of new adherents, and the realisation of this parole was pre-
pared by the work of the Trade Unions of the industrial pro-
letariat.

. A great revolutionary task was at that time also per-
formed by the factory committees, which at that time had a
separate existence from the Trade Unions and were mainly
occupied with the carrying out of workers’ control. The wor-
king class was fighting against the destructive work of the
bourgeoisie, which undermined production, and at the same
time preparing to take possession of the enterprises. The factory
committees, which had been formed in all large industrial enters
prises immediately after the overthrow of Tsarism, now all
tollowed the consistent revolutionary path of the Bolshevists.
The Menshevists had no influence at all with the factory com-
mittees. The very first conference of the factory committees,
which met in April 1917, had in general accepted the tactics of
the Bolshevists and turned down the proposals of the com-
promisers, which aimed at strengthening the authority of the
bourgeoisie,

In preparing the overthrow of bour%eois power, the factory -
committees played a prominent part. The separate and inde-
pendent existence of these committees outside the Trade Unions
was caused by the fact that the Trade Union had not yet
suificient forces at their disposal to be able to take over the
conduct of workers control, so that this came to be efiected
by the factory committees. An amalgamation did not occur
until early in 1918, after the overthrow of bourgeois power,
when the Trade Unions and the factory committees united their
forces for a better organisation of the economy of the Soviet
Republic. .

The Trade Unions and the works commitiees were thus
both factors in actively preparing for the victory of the
working class in October 1917.

Chronicle of Events.

) October 28,

The functionaries of the Petrograd organisation of the Bol-
sheviki ‘declare in favour of the revolt (by all votes against two
abstentions).

In Moscow, the young workers demonstrate against the war.

October 29.

The first Conference of the proletarian cultural organisations
is opened in Petrograd.

October 30.

The Bureau of the Central Executive Committee of the
Soviets decides to convene the Second All-Russian Soviet Comn-
gress for the 7th November.
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_ The Provisional Government places at the disposal of the
Minister for the Interior two millions roubles for the upkeep
of the police.

_ The Provisional Government discusses the bill of the Mi-
nister for Agriculture, Maslov (S.R.) on the land question.

October 31. "

The Executive Committee of the All-Russian Soviet of the
peasants deputies (S.R. majority) demands of the government
the immediate carrying through of the land reforms in the sense
of the bill introduced by S. Maslov.

November 1.

The Ali-Russian Conference of the Factory Councils adopts
the political resolution of the Bolsheviki. ,

The Petrograd military organisation of the Party of the
S.R’s declares itself neutral on the question of revolt.

: November 2.

A Committee for the organisation of national troops is for-
med in Tiflis.

At the first meeting of the “Military Revolutionary Com-
mittee” the tasks of the Committee are laid down.

$850660006600066600600000060000000660000000000008!5600000

TEN YEARS OF

November 3.

A meeting of the Bolsheviki held behind closed doors with
the participation of Lenin decides to fix the 7th Nowember
for revolt.

At the meeting of the regimental committees of the Petro-
grad garrisons Trotzky, speaking in the name of the Petrograd
Soviet, calls upon the soldiers to support the new ongan, the
“Military Revolutionary Committee”, in the fight for power.

November 4.
The “day of the Petrograd Soviet” passes without distur-
bance, P
. The Central Executive Committee of the Soviets calls upon
the population to refrain from any action.

November 5.

* The Provisional Government decides to draw in from the
suburbs troops loyal to the government. It instructs the staff
of the Petrograd military district to adopt the necessary mea-
sures, orders the arrest of revolutionaries, suppresses the.revo-
lutionary newspapers etc. :
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Science and the Soviet Union.
By N. Bukharin. )

(Conclusion)

‘ As a State organisation, the Soviet Union selects the shar-
pest and most effective weapon from the scientific arsenal of
mankind and wages war on every form of scientific’and philo-
sophical ‘superstition, 1f we consider what a colossal amount
of energy is wasted by bourgeois science for the purpose of a
“philosophical” and quasi scientific vindication of bourgeois so-
ciety, for that is what the defence of idealistic positions ultima-
tely amounts to, we cannot fail to see what tremendous costs,
what innumerable “faux frais” are incurred by theé intellectual
work of the bourgeois world. The social and practical roots of
the scientific theories, which must become altogether obvious in
the case of a more or less systematic organisation of scientific
work, kill the remnants of idealism, which may ultimately be
classed with theological treatises, books on witchcraft, and the
expatiations of the theosophists.

True, not all materialism is dialectic. And it is a matter of
course that the “public opinion” of learned circles will not at
one stroke adopt a method which has borne such surprising
fruit in its application to the social sciences. And yet we may
observe that “instinctive materialism” passes into dialectic ma-
terialism, while the latter conquers one realm of science after
another, finding ever growing recognition and coming fo re-
present the ome and only scientific method. The unity of the
materialistic method very greatly enhances the cognitive vigour
of science, both because it is materialistic and because.1t is
a unity.

In a certain sense the method of dialectic materialism carries
on the best traditions of the bourgeoisie, in so far as the latter
once fought against the cult of idols and fearlessly revealed the
real connection of things. In enriching materialism by dialectics,
the Marxian form of materialism casts its glance over all barriers
on which the bourgeois methodology of to-day has inscribed its
famous “ignorabimus”. In consistently dispersing all the spirits
of idealism, from the chimera of vitalism in biology and the
illusions of the “pure logicians” in mathematics to the abashed
scepticism of the numerous agnostics, dialectic materialism com-
bines the boldest empiric research, which it deems unlimited,
with the precise generalising work of theoretic thought.

Finally, mention must be made of the immense extent and
immense and growing importance attaimed by the influence of
science.

Socialism is the powerful tendency towards a rationalisation
of social life in general and of its economic basis in particular.
This tendency must necessarily be founded on the most precise
scientific analysis of the respective factors. Science here deve-
lops the tendency to become a universally penetrating force. -

This rationalisation of social relations, and especially of
social conditions of production, has nothing in common with the
rationalism of the eighteenth century. The rational principle (i. e.
the systematic principles) of the economic policy of the prole-
tariat is founded on an exact scientific analysis. For Marxism,
liberty is a recognised necessity, and not merely an arbitrary
reflection of human understanding, The economic scheme is no
mere combination of figures, accepted as a matter of course. as
ideal, but the result of a strict calculation of real proportions,
the outcome of a scientific treatment of these relations in cir-
cumstances representing a material basis for the execution of a
plan (i. e. that of a State concentration of means of production).
It obviously follows that, the speedier the increase of the Socialist
section of economy, the greater will be the cope.of this plan, of
rationalisation, and of precise scientific prevision. Polemics
against Socialism, setting up the thesis of the eternal dualism of
the ecomomic process — in which the conirast between the
rational principle (or system) and the irrational (economic anar-
chy) appears in the form of a principle, immanent in every so-
ciety as such — are, when all is said and done, based on the
thoroughly childish dogma of Adam Smith, according to which
the exchange of commodities forms an endless chain and the
desire to exchange is one of the fundamental qualities of the
human “soul”. For the capitalistic snails, grown fast to the shell
of capitalistic conditions of production, this dogma represented
an “axiom”. The revolution of the working class, however, has
broken the shell and with it the axiom. .

The systematic economy of Socialism, therefore, calls for a

gigantic expansion of scientific activity. The result is the

“system”, a result which is at the same time an immediate
directive. From this point of view, again, the economic policy
is inevitably permeated with science, which has become a power-
ful lever of social transformattion. The very dimensions of the
“economic entirety” forming the object of systematic influence,
show how manifold must be the realms of science which bring

.
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the process of Socialist construction into operation and sub-
sequently fructify this construction. 1 the gigantic American
laboratories could be created on the basis of an engineering in-
dustry, which, though concentrated, is yet severed by private
property interests, there cannot be the least manner of doubt,
but that the gigantic efiort of the united and socially organised
Socialist work of construction will create (and has, indeed, al-
ready begyn to do so) a yet more magnificent system of scientific
mstitutions which will embrace all sciences, from geology and
mechanics to medicine, psychology, and ethnography. Owing to
private property and capitalistic profit interests, the “flight of
thought” of the bourgeois world is curbed; the efforis of scientific
ingenuity in the Soviet Union will be restricted by nothing but
the natural limitations of the country. Even at present, economists
must reckon with figures of gigantic.importance when ~making
their calculations. And .this is no more than the nucleus of
tuture economic plans. Even to-day, Soviet engineers must con-
struct gigantic power-works, the erection of which is hindered
by no private interests or ground rents. And this is only the
germ of the future economic plans. These relatively small be-
ginnings are of the greatest value to us, since they bear eloquent
testimony to the’truly magnificent possibilities in store for the
Socialist” system of science. :

The scientists of the Soviet Union were quite right in pla-
cing the study of the productive forces of our Union in the very
centre of their programme of work. Work is in full progress in

altditections. But here, again,..the ssphere. of: problems will be.

far greater than is the case in the capitalist countries,
3 Ard this not.only Iorthe reasops ‘mentioned “aBov
Qpitaligt gbigi;,ﬁy there ig no regard for,'thg, saving of the
organism. The more Sccialism advances in ‘our country;

ofi the
othet hend, dhegreaten. will be.ghe degree of -atientiog paidi o
the living working force, the working individual, and the mass
of physiologic organisms. The capitalistic study of manking
(including so-called psychotechnies) starts from the principle: of
capitalist “lucrativity”, whereas Socialist economy s most vi-
fally inerested in sparing the organism of the worker.’ This

means, in future, an advance of those sciences which are
occupied with the study of mankind, both from the stand-
point of the physiology of work-and from that of physiology
altogether. Then there is another. aspect of the cise. Capitalist
society systematically oppresses the so-called “alien peoples”,
while Socialist society emancipates all nationalities, having,
indeed, already given a powerlul stimulus t3 the advance of
national cultures. This means, in' future, a great development
not only’ of ethnography, but also of history, philology, and
other subjects referring to the study of national peculiarities.
In such bruanches of learning as comparative linguistic studies,
e. g., or in‘the theory of language, attempts are noticeable which
are in direct opposition ‘to ‘the philological theories influenced
by “Great Power” considerations. Without going in detail
into these atiempts, we can observe that the changed relations
among the peoples on the territory of the Sowiet Union  afiord
a solid basis for the development of new scientific ‘approach
to questions in a series of theoretic directions,

There is still a very important side of this question, which
we must not fail to mention even in a short analysis of the
peculiar position of science in the Soviet Union. It is . the
problem of the cadres of scientists. During the civil war and
the epoch of starvation, the ranks of the scientists were greatly
diminished. A considerable proportion of those that remained,
however, very heroically surmounted all difficulties and con-
tinued their work. It must be admitted that there is an insuf-
ficient number of really qualified scientists. The whale progress
of development, however, points to a quicker. rather than a
slower, advance in this direction, too, in the Soviet Union as
compared with the capitalist countries. ,

It may very well be said that that system of social relations
is on a higher historic level, which is better able to develon
its reserve of qualified, or what is generally termed “alented”,
mental workers. And just in this respect the proletarian demo-
cracy is unsurpassed as a State. Here for the very first time
gigantic masses of the population are being raised to a higher
level of culture; for the first time obstacles are being removed
from their path: for the first time education has come to lose
the character of a caste or class monopoly for a numerically
insigniticant part of the population. In other words. it is the
first time in the history of mankind that the area of selection
for leaders .and qualified. cultural workers has been widened
to such'an extent.

Almost every process has its own phraseology, and the
process of the proletarian revoluticn is no exception to this
rile. At present we have an enormous extension of elementary
education. Hitherto we have seenm no resulis in the sense of
an inteasification ol culture, but we shall soon begin to see
them. We are already starting to approach this phase of de-
velopment, and then the problem of a reserve of scientists will
be solved just as at present that of the reconstruction of our
economy  1s being "solved; we shall experience a “turbulent
growth” in the number of qualified mental workers. \

The Soviet Union is a country of the greatest possibilitiés;
it is not in vain that even bourgeois “geopoliticians” promise
it a brilliant future. Its rapid development, however, will not
only ensue as a result of quantitative factors, the quantity of
territory and the quantity of population; not only as a' result
of the country’s unique position across the gigantic European:
Asiatic Continent, nor of ‘its inexhaustible natural resources.
many of which are still lying undisturbed, nay, undreamt of, in
all quarters of the gigantic proletarian realm. This progress,
which will increase in velocity: as it advances, will result from
the fact that the October Revolution of the proletariat has
wrenched round the rudder of all social development, opening
up o the people of the former Tsarist Empire possibilities
which are wholly unkmown ‘and  inaccessible to capitalist
countries.

The October revolution, however, is no isolated fact. Nor
does the-Soviet:Union stand- apart from the:great international
revolutjgnary movement. On the contrary. The October revols-
tion itself was ‘the .outcome of “‘the gigantit scrisis. & the cd-
pitalist systemiok. thé: world. The. Soviet ! Unigjj ds the first
great revolutionary” ‘crystal, round “which “other crystals will

-ineyitably . formy. And the: further the .revolutionary prpcess dg-

velops, the more the great work of fransforming the world
advances, the more magnificent will be the prospects opened
up to science. RS

. The terrible crisis which humanity is experiencing can
only be solved by movements like the Gctober revolution and
formations like the Soviet Union. Imperialism attempts to solve
the problem by the preparation of new wars of extermination,
and the science of the capitalist world. places itself on all hands
in the service of this task. Pacifism merely weakens. the will
of the workers but cannot withstand any scientific criticism,
seeing that it is based on illusions which have no root. in
real lacts, The idealistic and mystic tendencies of the present-
day bourgeois world are a process of decadence and pronoun-
cedly hostile- to precise scientific enlightenment and. rational
thought.. Among all the forces of present-day society, it is only
the working class that canlay claim to the réle of a mass force,

‘which will preserve humanity from a terribly destructive cata-

strophe. . . ; ‘ .

That is why science in the Soviet Union is called upon
to fulfil a- very noble task, that of fostering the cause of the
liberation of mankind from the shame of our time,: the bara-
barity of imperialism. It assists in creating a new system of
relations, in which there will be no more room for wars; for
violence, and for a mercenary spirit. It-assists in setting up a
rational form of economy, guided by a union of reasonable
minds. 1t assists in the establishment of Socialism. -

In doing all this, science raises its own importance fo an
unusual height. From the handmaid of theology it once became
the handmaid of the golden cali. Under our own eyes it is
turning into the friend and helpmate of toiling mankind. (It
helps to build up Socialism; the construction ot which is in
itself science applied to aciton. Socialism and’ science are in-
separable. The highest degree of a systematic State is -the
highest degree of scientific management. The prosperity of So-
cialism therefore means not only the prosperity of material
productivity and the elimination of coercion of .one man by
another, but also the very greatest triumph’ of human know-
ledge. If the creator of the electric chair an which Sacco and
Vanzetti breathed their last, and the instigators of the “monkey
trials” against the most eminent natural scientific theory of the
nineteenth century talk of the “barbarity of the Soviets”, and
when the inspirers of new immerialist wars lét loose their
“Augurs” with the cry of “the Soviets versuscivilisation”, the
working class of our country can join with. its scientists in
quietly maintaining that the red flag of the “great rebellion”
of Ottober® has for all times become the flag not only of
emancipated physical labour but also of liberated science. -

N
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