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. The Pan-American Conference.

By Georg.

- Thé. Conference of the Pan-American. Union, which was
opened in Havana by Coolidge in the name of the United States
on the 15th of January, is drawing to a close. The last days of
the  Conference are hardly likely to bring any surprise. The
Confererice ‘will conclude as- it began: with a demonstration
of the power of Dollar imperialism on the Latin American Con-
tinent.

Coolldge, who came to the Conference on board of a war-
ship in company with American capitalist magnates, opened. it
with the words: “Here the sovereignty of small nations is re-
spected, for our most sacred beliet is democracy. The smallest
and the weakest speak here with the same authority as the
greatest and. most powerful nations.” That is a piece -of hypo-
crisy which could hardly be surpassed. For these words of
Coolidge were spoken at a time when United States bombing
planes were bombarding the towns of the fighters for freedom
in- Nicaragua. Among the 20 “sovereign” governments of Latin
America to whose delegates Coolidge *spoke, there are those
of Cuba, Haiti, San Domingo, Panama, Porto Rico. Nicaragua
and Costa Rica, which are occupied by troops ©f the United States.
His words were listened to by the representatives of the go-

vernments of Honduras, Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and
other States which are being converted more and miore into
dependent colonies by the financial control of the United States.

Dollar imperialism prepared the Conference in such a way
that not a word was spoken regarding the violation of small
States. although the movement against the United States im-
perialism is increasing in Ceniral and Soath American Repu-
blics. For the Congress did not represent the Latin American
peoples, but their governments which were mostly set up by
Washington by means of “revolutions”, coup d’etalb, bribery
and war. ’

The Pan-American Union, which convened the ‘Congress,
is itself a creation of the Washmgton Government ‘of the
United States, which conceals its 1mper1allsm aspxratlons
behind the mask of “Pan Americanism”, of the “soli-
darity of all nations of America”. When the President
of the United States, Monroe, in the year 1823, proc¢lainied
the principle ‘known as the “Monroe-doctrine”, according” to
which any interference by the ‘European powers in the affairs
of -the American. Continent is impermissible, this action was_an
anti-imperialist, progressive slogan, a defensive action of 'the
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young Latin American countries against British imperialism,
a defence of the young Latin AmericanRepublics against attacks
on the part of the Spamish “mother, country” and of the Euro-
pean Holy Alliance. Today, however, the colonising policy of
the United States and its attacks upon the economic and poli-
tical position of Great Britain are cloaked with the same
ideology. s
¢ Thps the first task of the Pan American Unign, whose
pernianent seat is at Washingion and whose permanent Pre-
sident is the Foreign Minister of the United States, is
the fight against Great Britain and against the anti-imperialist
movement., This fact was illustrated by a significant episode
during the preparations of the Congress. Great Britain brought
forward the idea that a representative of the League of Na-
tions should be ‘invited to the Congress.. The United States,
however, brusquely rejected this idea. The Congress is a “purely
American affair”. It is an instrument of power of the United
States: a sort of American “Counter-League of Nations”. “Le-
gally” regarded there is a flaw in this argument; for all these
Latin American States are represented in the League of Nations
and for the greater part dance there according to Washington's

music. Whilst, therelore, Washington hast at all times the pos- -

sibility of controlling and influencing the decisions of the League
of Nations, Great Britain must not interfere in Pan-American
affairs.

This state of aflairs corresponds to and is indeed the re-
flection of the actual relations of power. Since the world war
the United States has become the leading imperialist power,
-and is gradually but surely forcing British influence back. Before
the war Great Britain, with idts capital investments and its
trade in Centrai and South American States, was the dominating
power, British capital investments in 1913 amounted in, round
figures, to 5 milliard dollars, whilst those of the United States
in the same period did not amount to 1.3 milliard dollars. The
capifal investiments of Great Britain and the United States are
at present both estimated at 5.2 milliard dollars; thai is to say,
United States investments have increased fourfold while British
investments have remained almost stationary. In many of these
countries United States capital investments have increased 20 and
30-fold. Great Britain still has a trifling lead only in Argen-
tina and Brazil, although even these States are becoming more
and more dependent, through financial and commercial rela-
tions, upon the United States.

The foreign trade of the United States with the Latin Ameri-
can world has increased sevenfold since 1000; exports from the
United States to these areas have increased since 1913 by
155 per cent., whilst exports from Great Britain have made
scarcely any perceptible advance. United States capital invest-
ments in Columbia have grown since 1912 by 6150 per cent.; in
Argentinia by 1025%; in Chile 2000 per cent.; in Venzuela by
5300 per cent.; and in Mexico by 536%.

The Congress was the reflection of this power. The repre-
sentatives of the governments of the Latin American Republics
grovelled before the dolar. Even Mexico; of whom the. Latin
American peoples hoped that it would lead their fight against
dollar imperialism, made peace with Washington, complied with
the wishes of Washington after the house of Morgan had
offered a loan. The only opposition which disturbed the har-
mony of the Congress came from Argentina; that is from the
country which is relatively most independent of dollar capital.
The action of Argentina roused a certain response on the part
of the representatives of Chile, Salvadore and Mexico. The de-
sires of Argentina, however, expressed less the fighting mood of
its population than the counter-play of Emglish capital.
© It would be a mistake, however, to accept the procee-
dings of the Pan-American Congress as representing a picture
of the actual forces. On the one hand, Great Britain has not
given up the fight by a long way. The settlement of the struggle
for power between Great Britain and the United States — not
with notes and Congress speeches but with warships and aero-
planes — still remains outstanding. Secondly, in the whole of
Latin America anti-imperialist forces are stirring which are
directed  against United States as well as against every im-
perialism. These forces,. which do not find expression in_the
governments and their Congress delegations, are determined by
the social structure of the Latin American countries.

. This social structure is somewhat similar in the various
Stafes, which for the. most part are still at a low stage of
capitalist industrialisation: a dominating feudal landowning

class which is allied with the most reactionary forces of dollar
imperialism for the purpose oiexplqiting the Indian and immi-
grant peasants; a young jindustrial boysgeoisie; dependent upon
foreign capital, which feels this dependence tqii)e a burdensome
obstacle to its development and vagcillates, be¢jween aspirations
for independence and inclination to a compromise with im-
perialism; a _national intelligentsia which, togetlier’ with a
portion of the industrial and commercial ,bourgeoisie, is deve-
loping a strong national bourgeois ideology' of independence.
And finally, the fundamental mass of the population. These Jast
bled for the independence of Mexico; they fought desperately
against the subjugation of Nicaragua; and they developed the
ideology of international fighting solidarity 4gainst dollar im-
perialism. A e ) :

The majority of the Latin American countries, in spite of
their “Republican” form of State are still feudal or semi-feudal
monarchies. On the agenda of history there stands first the anni-
hilation of the feudal remnants, the emancipation of the peasants,
the agrarian revolution. In the distance there are to be seen.the
contours of a bloc of independent workers’ and peasants’ Repu-
blics which will conduct the fight against the dollar.

POLITICS

The Result of the Hamburg
Elections.
By Walter Schulz (Berlin).

By a decision of the State Court of the Republic the
Hamburg provincial parliament elected on the 9th October
1027, was compelled to dissolve, and new elections were
announced which took place on Sunday the 19th February.
The result of these new elections was awaited with great
eagerness, because in the course of the last few months fierce
political fights have been fought regarding which the electors
were to pronounce their opinion at the baillot box.

Immediately after the election of 9th October which resuited
in a combined social democratic-Communist majority: i. e.
63 social democrats and 27 Communists, the Communist Party
of Germany submitted to the Socialist Party of Germany the
question of the formation of the government and called upon
the latter to form a social democratic government which, under
certain definite and sharply defined conditions, would receive
ihe support of the C. P. G. For the sacial democratic party,
which since November 1918 had been closely connected with
the bourgeois parties in the government, it was not easy to
justify in the eyes of the working masses its refusal to form
a government alone. It raised in a demagogic manner the
question of the participation of the C. P. G. in the government
and conducted an unexampled incitement against the Com-
munists. At the same, time,, however, it carried on serious
negotiations - with -«the Democrats . and *the People’s Party

- regarding the formation of the Hamburg government. These

negotiations had come to a conclusion when, owing to the
judgement of the Court, the newly elected Pariiament was
dissolved.

The S. P. G. immediately commenced a furious and
unprecedented campaign against the Communists and during
the election sank to -ever lower, depths. Apart from a few
blows at the Germna Nationalists, the entire forces of the S P. G.
were directed against the Communists, who were described
as “hordes of criminals”.  “Moscow fascists” and “bandits”.
On posters and in leaflets the slogan was given out: ,Beat the
reaction (!) from the Right and Left!” -~ Hundred of thousands
of copies of “Minutes” of negotiations between the S. P. G.
and C. P. G. which iook place after 9th of October, were
distributed as a pamphlet entitled: “The Swindle of the united
front”. ’

The trade union leaders came forward om a still larger
scale and more openly than betore October on the side of
the S. P. G. in the election campaign and helped the latter in
every way against the C. P, G. Any preparations for economic
struggles was of course out of the question for the reformists.
To make up for this, however, they carried out wholesale
expulsions from the frade unions and cancelled elections in. the
unions which were- favourable to the Opposition. In order :to
conceal this anti-working class policy from their own members,
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recourse was had to “Left phrases” and demagogic memorial

articles on the Communist Manifesto, on August Bebel etc.
This pseudo-revolutionary attitude in connection with the election
campaign, which was conducted only against the Communists,
led to an unexampled degeneration of the political fighting
methods of the S. P. G.

~ On the other hand the C. P. G. possessed neither the
financial nor the organisatory means in order to counteract the
S. P. G. campaign by numerous meetings, millions of leaflets
and thousands of placards. But the C. P G. was able to rely
upon far more valuable forces, upon the zeal and enthusiasm
of its Party members, and the indefatigable Youth and the
members of the Red Front Fighters’ League. A tremendously
intensive agitation in the factories and from house to house
completely nullified the effect of the campaign of incitement of
the S. P. G. Numerous and well-prepared meetings in the
squares of workers’ dwellings, numerous factory meetings and
ten thousands of copies of lactory mewspapers did not fail to
have their effect. and on the morning of the election day the
Conmimunist workers of Hamburg, encouraged by a number of
splendid demonstrations, were roused to a very confident
mood. The results of the election have not disappoined them.

The Communist vote increased by 4108, i. e. to 114.223;
the vote of the S. P. G. fell by 839, i. e. to 240.630. Asi a
result of the 5% increased participation in the election the
key figure for the distribution of the seats rose, so that the
C. P. G. kept its 27 seats, whilst the S. P. G. lost three seats and
therefore now has 60 seais. The S, P. G. have together 87 out
of the 160 seats in the Provincial PParliament. What is also
remarkable is the success of the Democrats, who gained 20,000
votes and won 5 seats. They had placed at the head of their
list of candidates the former chairman of the Democratic Party
and member of the Reichstag, Dr. Petersen, who on account of
his personality secured the votes of many electors who had
voted social democratic on the 9th of October but had since
been repulsed by the sham radical attitude (which they had
taken seriously) of the S. P. G. The increased vote of the
C. P. G. is derived partly from the 5% new electors and for
the rest irom the ranks of the S. P. G., in which there was a
strong fermentation, particularly in the last days before the
election, over the despicable fighting methods of the S. P. G.
leaders. A letter from qppositional S. P. workers addressed
to the Socidl ‘Democratic “and ‘Communist Pérties- gave suifi-
cienly -clear expression  io this desire to. break with the
social democratic demagogic’ methods of fighting. In addition,
there found expression the discontent at the imactivity of the
reformists in preparing for the economic struggles — thus
the increased vote of the C. P. G. is an expression of the
constantly increasing fighting will of the working class.

Mention must be made of the losses of the German
Nationalists, which were reaped by the National Socialists.
The vote of the latter increased from 9,737 to 14,739. In the
four months since October the German People’s Party won
about 16,000 votes while the Party of the Middle Class lost
7,000 votes.

A disastrous bankrupcy was suifered by the dozen split-off
parties 'on account of which the new elections had to take
place. Mention need only be made of the “International Commu-
nists” list, supported by all renegades, from Maslow to Korsch,
from the unionists tfo the syndicalists, which polled only
741 votes. A miserable fiasco,

" The S.-P. G., already on the day alter the election, issued
the slogan of “great coalition”; for there can be no other
meaning to the furious article against the Communists and the
call for energetic and responsible collaboration in the State”.

The C. P. G. is confronted by the task of making clear
to the masses the anti working class policy of the S. P. G. The
tight has not ended with the election — it has only just begun!

After the splendid behaviour of the revolutionary workers
of Hamburg, there exists no reason to doubt that the next
months will be marked by -a great advance. The Reichstag
tlections will show that this advance is proceeding without
interruption to the Left, until victory! . .

‘with the election campaign,

The Klections in Poland and the

Russian White Guardists.
By Viktor. '

Every day there is taking place in Poland, in conuection
wholesale arrests, domiciliary
searches, breaking up of meetings, confiscation of newspapers
imshandling of leaders of the opposition parties by “unknown
persons” and often “mysterious” murders of Left workers’ and
peasants’ leaders. In addition to the acts of repressiou, which
are mainly directed against the Left parties, the Government
is working, and not without success, at disintegrating the
opposition parties from within.

Highly significant details of these repressive measures and
the election machinations of the Pilsudski government are tfo
be gathered from letters which a leading Russian Moan-
archist in Poland and representative of Nikolai Nikolayevitch,
W. M. Gorlov, has written {o the notorious former Tsarist
Ambassador, M. N, Giers, and in which the chief of the -de-
partment for nationalities in the Polish Ministry for the Interior,
Suchenek, piays an_ important role.

Of particular interest s the long leiter which the above-
named ‘Gorlov wrote on the 30th Novemmber, 1927, and which,
among other things, describes the negotiations of the former
(Russian) Member of the Polish Parliament, Serebrennikov, and
the representative of the Russian National League, “Ljeljavsky”
with the above-mentioned Suchenek, who, by the way, was
tormerly active in the secret police of Warsaw and ‘“‘conducts”
the nationality policy of the Polish Ministry for the Interior.
In these negotiations Suchenek acted openly and cynically and
revealed the “secrets” of the election methods of the govern-
ment. Thus he says, among other things. that only the lisis
of candidates shall be submitted: they will be examined and

"sent to the authorities; it shall be rendered impaossible for the

oppositional elements to conduct an election campaign, and
pretexts will be found to dissoive their meetings etc.

Gorlow’s letters contain very interesting communications
regarding the relations between the Polish authorities and the
Russian white emigrants. What appears most striking is that
the representative of the Russian monarchists has the possibility
not only to live freely in Poland, but also to play a prominent
political role as leader of the reactionary elements of the Russian
minority.

Thus, in connection with the house searches that were
carried out in June, 1927, after the murder of Comrade Voykov,
the Ambassador of the Soviet Union in Poland, Gorlow, as
he informs Giers in his letter of 19th of June, was received by
the director of the political department of the Polish Ministry
oi the Interior, Svitalski, who gave him the “most reassuring
promises”. The house-searches and the arrests were. as he said,
only an “incident of 24 hours, created by exceptional circum-
stances. These circumstances are now past. The incident will not
have any result”. It should be mentioned . that on the day
following the murder of Comrade Voykov a search was carried
out in the "house of Gorlov himseli (as he sfates in another
letter to Giers dated 13th July 1927) or as he says “something
in the nature of a house-search”.

No ‘less interesting are the relations of the Polish authori-
ties with the group of former Russian dignitaries who publisi
in Warsaw the paper, “For Freedom”. This paper has on
certain occasions called for acts of terror against the Soviet
represeniatives. At present it is conducting an intensified cam-
paign for the pardon of Koverda, the murderer of Comrade
Voikov. The paper “For Freedom” has been repeatedly branded
even in the emigration press as an organ of the Polish secret
police. We now learn from such an authorative person as
Suchenek, “that among the Russian emigrants there exists a
group which enjoys the full confidence of the Polish government,
i.-e, the group connected with the paper “For Freedom”, be-
fore all D. W. Filossofov”. As Gorlov further, reports to Giers,
“Suchenek advised him to.come to an understanding with him
and work out a common list of candidates”.

Thus the lists of candidates for the Polish Parliament are
revised by Filossofov, who, ‘as Gorlov himself admits, thereby
makes use of the opportunity 10 settle accounts with personal
opponents.
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. This is the piciureiol~he tragi-gontedy .ol theelections io
the Polish Parliament revealed by the stage managers and actors
themselves. * It « nuist Be dcimitted - that’ it “is. & -pictudd which is
somewhat unusual even for bourgeois practices and customs.
It can be safely said that Poland -is writing a new page in

the history. of the morals and customs of. West-European de- .

mocracy - a- page which is entitled: An era.of maoral re-
formation”. ‘ L

- Letter from Belgium.
Theory. and Practice of the Belgian Reformists.
By A. ). (Brussels).

Since the resignation or, rather, throwing out of, the ‘Belgian
reformists from. His Majesty’s Government, the leaders of the
Belgian Labour Party have been trying to appear to the masses
as rather revolutionarily .inclined. 1he  dissatisfaction ‘of the
worker and peasant masses is growing irom day to day, the
general election is approaching and it is therefore comprehen-
sible that the Labour Party is preparing to fight. It would, how-
ever, be a waste of time to search the latest “fighting movement”
of the reformists for anything in the nature of an election pro-
gramme. Of a systematic co-ordination of the. political,; economic
or social demands of the working class there .is not'a trace.
But in' its’ place there- are-the usual rite phrases concerning
the improvement of the position of the working class. -

in the reformist press and in the conferences and public
meetings a “sharp criticism” of the government measures and the
methods of the capitalists is duly provided. People’ like Wauters,
Huysmanns, Anseele, Debattre and Mertens, who not only sup-
poried and magnified the policy of national unity and the sta-
bilisation, of the franc bui have also carried i1t
means of active co-operation, now haye the effrontery to com-
plain about the catastrophal consequences of .this policy. Alter
the hypocritical jercmiad of the “Peuple” about the misery of
the working class and the ruin of the middle class, we now find
in the “Mouvement Syndical Belge” (Belgian Trade-Union Mo-
vement), the official organ of the Belgian trade-union federation,
the following bitter complaints: o
L. It is ‘a welcome sign that at the beginning of.the
year 1928 a campaign for an increase of wages has com-
menced. 1t was only right that the men waited so long
before making it clear to the. employers that the working
class does not desire to be the duped subject of the
manoeuvres of financial forces, for the sacrilices they have
made finally served omly the interests of those who have
everything to win by maintaining the present social order.”

And people, who through the throttiing of the wage move-
ments and strikes, through their policy of class harmony, have
subjugated the workers to the.arbitrary will of the Government
and of the bourgeoisie, now have the nerve to speak and write
in this fashion!

The 'parliamentary and trade-union leaders think that the
time hds ‘come to fight for the demands of the workers. The
following was said, for instance, by the reformist member of
parliament, Van Walleghem, at a public meeting at which he
gave to his constituency an account of his parliamentary activity.

“, ..Comrades, we do. not feel that we are defeated.

The hour has come for a fight which must be carried on

with clarify, boldness and method. I request the workers

to believe an the urgency of pressing forward!”

" In this and similar ways the reformist leaders are trying
again fo win the duped working masses for their policy. What
these. gentlemen really think about “fighting”,” “boldness” and
“method” is best illustrated by the aftitude of the reformists
in the military question. As is. well known, the slogan “six
months military service” was and is tlte only “tangible” point
in the programme of the Belgian Labour Party. For the. sake
of these popular election slogans they 'allowed themselves: to
be put out of the Government. In the whole of the country
they 'developed a feverish activity in order to get the support
of the masses of workers for this their “programme”.

Just let us hear what the unity and social patriot De
Brouckere thinks about this question. This time it is not a

through by.

question of an address at a public meeting but of a “concrete”
discussion before the military commission of the Chamber of
Deputies.: Mr, de Brouckere, .invitied by the. military. commission
as former Mimster of War, expressed himself regarding the
reorganisation of the army and.the six months’ service in the
manner which we here briefly summarise:: - :

_ lhe training of soldiers could be efiected in a period of less
than ten months, provided that less time ‘weré lost than is at
presént the case, 1o-day there is a shortage of training ground,
skeleton corps, armaments and efuipment,. To miake this shor-
tage good would cost less than 'keeping ‘the 'soldiers’ idle in
barracks. 1t is necessary to rationalise in every"Hepartment.

- Too miuch energy is now being wasted ‘unnecéssarily. To-day

44,000 men are being called up, wheréas 55,000  might be cilled
up it the length ol service were shorter. Qur problem is’so
to organmjse the nation that an attack may be quickly repulsed.
. Alfer 4 thorough ‘lecture upon the organising of technics,
the mechanics of the army, dviation, the engineers, artillery, etc.
cte, Mr. de Broutkére proceeds to speak aboui thetraining
of .school children.” Physical culture gnd sports must be pro-
moted. . It is necessary to build up a good corps of reserve
officers., The officess who are called up for’ training must keep
in contact with the men. Military allowances must be creafed
‘fit ‘order to get more mien and officers, etc. .7
~‘From ithis *it will be seen ‘what kind of~*“fight” Mr. ae
Brouckere - is  putting up against the bourgeoisie. Even ' the
slogan “six months service” will in reality help him to streng-
‘then ‘the army. Like his glorious accomplice, the French re-
formist, Mr." Paul Bonceur, he wants to prepare the nation
for war and increase arimaments. He wants to rationalise the

drmy, 8o that the ruling class' may have a better weapon to

use: against the proletariat of its own country or of another
country. ‘ - P = o

The''demagogy of the Belgian reformists is adequately
characterised by their ambiguous tactics. 1hey desire by the
use of imposing radical and revolutionary phrases to aitract:to
their party the masses of the workers and petty bourgeois,
whom the reactionary parties cannot win over, so thatthey
may deliver them to the bourgeoisie as objects of exploitation
and as cannon fodder. ' j '

The Overthrow of the Social
Democratic Government in Norway.
‘ By Jur. '

_ ¢ The social-democratic government of Norway, which has
just been overithrown, only existed on the sufferance of the ca-
pitalist parties. The bourgeoisie permitted the formation of a
covernment of the Labour Party solely because there did not
prevail in its own ranks sufficient unity regarding the degree of
the pressure ‘that should be exerted upon the working class on
the oocasion of the approaching revision of the collective agree-
ments between the employers’ and workers’ organisations.

The main role in this connection was played by the banks,
which form a link between foreign capital and Norwegian in-
dustry, These feared that the reduction of the dividends of the
banking concerns might lead to foreign capital being withdrawn
irom Norway and to fresh bank failures. The main demand
of the banks was that the profitability of the undertakings must
be increased at all costs by means of rationalisation and 'wage-
cuts. Foreign capital, through the mediation of the Norwegian
banks, ‘further insisted upon a reduction in the State expendi-
lure, in the first place upon a curtailment of the social services
and particularly of unemployment benefit. The differences bet-
ween the various bourgeois parties were of a purely technical na-
iure and related to the question as to the methods for best
realising the demands of bank capital. v el

Pending the time they arrived at an agreement among. them-

“selves, the bourgeois parties allowed the social democrats the

pleasure of occupying the ministerial seats for a few days.

It suificed, however, for the Labour Party to adopt in their
government programme the far' from exireme demands for a
“reasonable” unemployment benefit, for reduction of the taxes in
arrear by the poor population ‘and by the municipalities, for
investment of funds in agriculture in order to extend the area
of land cultivated by the peasants, and the abolition of the law
of freedom for strike breakers and the differences within the
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bouyrgeoisie retired into- the background The vote ol censure
against the government was unammously stpported by all' the
bourgeois parties. *

the Norwegian Labour Party took over the reins of govern-
ment in the hope that it would succeed in obtaining the support
of the Liberals by granting concessions to the ‘peity bowrgemsxe
and by the promise that in thé revision of the:collective agree-
ments  the class collaboration would: be mamtavme‘d 'lhese
hiopes, however, have not been realised.

By compromising the soeial democrats the Norweglan bour-
geoisie” has unintentionally rendered the:working class an in-
valuable service. It has thereby demonstrated not only the com-
plete futility but- also the great harm of 'a policy of class colla-
boration., The ‘proletariat of all the capitalist countries has ac-
quired further proof that the resistance of the bourgeoisie cannot
be broken by means of Parllément but only by the proletarlan
d'lctatorsh1p

. TEN YEARS OF THE RED ﬁRMY

Gl‘eetlngs of the E. C C. L. to the
Rad Army. PR

? lhe Lxecuhve Commgﬂge of tile &Comunist lniernat:onal“
én- behali of. the.Comuiunists..of .all.. countries, on.behali..of . the
revolutionary proletariat and oppressed peoples sends its_fer-
vent ‘ratesnak ‘greetings fo tHe heroic: Red Ariny: gn the Gcca-
sion of its X. Amnniversary.

Ten years ago, the- Workérs of Russi’ ‘having overthrown
the power of the bourgeoisie-and its social opportunist lackeys
proceeded with the building of a regular army of the prole-
tarian revolution for the defence’ of the: young Soviet Govern-
ment against thé demestic’ and international counter-revolution.
Withvlightning speed the workers ‘of Russia learned the:art of
war and'how’ to fight and conquer.

The workers’ and peasants’ Red Arimy organised under the
direct collettive leadership of Lenin’s. Communist Party splen-
didly: resisted all blows 'of the numerous enemies of the first
victorious r'roieiarlan revolution and guaranteed an onportumty
for the'republic of labour to procee1 with. the construction of
Socialism.

The Red Armv is an army of proletarian revolution, The Red
Army is-a child of October, the defender of its conquests. The Red
Army of the Soviet Union is the steel sword of the oppressed
and the 'exploited of the whole world because it guards the
Soviet Union. the stronghold of world revolution, because the
final aim of the Red Army is the abolmon of oppressnon and
expleitation throughout the world. :

The -immerialist robbers ‘are sharpenmg 1he1r teeth agamst
the first Socialist' State. But the oppressed and the disinherited
of the world regard this Socialist State as their country and
are ready at anv moment to defend it against all enemies to-
gether with the Red Army.

On their behalf. on behalf of the millions of workers and
peasants “of the ‘whole world, the Plenum of the Comintern
fervently: greets the Red Army and its organiser the C. P. S. U.
on the ocoasion of the celebrations of its Tenth Anniversary.

Long-live the Red Army of the Soviet Union, the army of
the onpressed and exploited of the who]e world'

Long hve world revolution!: -

i L

Executive Committee of tl\e
.Communist International.

The Party as TLeader of the
Red Army.
By A. Bubnouwv.

The Red Army is the armed force of the Soviet Q‘ta’(e Wthh
realises the dictatorship of the working class. It came into
being during the civil war in the years 1918 to 1921, During the
civil war we had in the Red Army millions of “village peovle”,
millions of peasants and a “thin layer” of the pr+letariat. With
such a class commosition it had to be converied into an
army. which should be a poweriul mstrument of the dictatorship
of the proletariat.

At the end of 1918:Lenin wroie that “a new .social .class
cannot consolidate. ‘its ~State -otherwise- than by - the gradual
formation of 2 new army in a heayy civil war, by the creation
of a new «iscipline, 2 new military: organisation of the new
class”. And - thus our Party had to. solve, in the process of
areating: this “new organisdtion’ of the new: class”, a number of:
important -organisatory - problems, :and before all .the most im-
portant owe; of securing the leading role of our Par&y in the
Red Army- consisting of workers and peasants.

At thé commencement: of the civil war we had to build
up ‘the Red Army without our own -military experience,. by
using the war -science -and the military experience of those
mililary specialists ~who - had ‘arisen from the school, of the
old- army. The solution of this:task enccuntered the problem of
securing the leading role of the Communist Party in the army.

Lenin said that the war #s not only “the continuationof
politics”, but also “the:concentration of politios”.

“.In the process of civil war there took place the political
training of "the cadre troops of the peasantry, and in- this
fight for the peasant masses, in the fight for the middle peasant,
the Red Army DIayeJ a big role, for the Red Army became, as
Lenin said, an mstrument for enlightening the peasantry”. And
thxg we aqhxeved by a “pew_work”, 1. e, by the opganisation of,
the politiéal work~and’ by M'gamsuig ithe: Party politic#! Bok
shevist apparaips withip the Army. The Red. Army, as is
known, was the ‘nstrument 16" ek gxt the’ “bourgeois specia-
lists”. But this again could only be achlevej by the “new orga- -
ms:{txon”, i e bv the creation-of such a system of the “organx>.
sing forces” within the Army which got hold of the bourgeois
military specialists and compelled them to work along our lines.
Lenin - emphasised that “by force alone” nothing could be
achieved, “the organisation, discipline and the moral welght of
the wctorlous proleurla‘r’ was here needed.

This became only possible because’the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union has been, and stilly is the leader and
organisor of the Red Army.. ‘ ‘ :

In this way there arose dnrmg the: civil war a .whole
number of organisatory-political tasks the solution of which
could only be brought about by creating those organisatory
preconditions within the Army “which fully secured the comn-
ceniration of the political leadership of the Army in the hands
of the working class and its Party.

The embodiment of this great rdle:of our .Party .in the
construction of the armed forces in. (he epoch of the great
civil war was the War Commissar, In the snow-covered fields
of Siberia, in the steppes of Turkestan, in the mountains of
Caucasia, in the great plains from the Volga to the Baltic
Sea, near Leningrad near Tsaritzin, near Tula and near Ula,
near Vladivostock, in the flght agamst Mactino, against Antonov,
in the fight against banditism, the Commissar carried through,
firmly and without contradiction, the jron will of our Party
to victory over the capitalists; the landowners, whlfe-gumdlsts
and kulaks.

This role of leader of the Army has been maintained by
our Party during the whole ten years of the existeuce of the
Red Army. The Red Army was, is and will be the instrument
of the Soviet State, the instrument of the dictatorship of the
working class. And this role regarding such an important
part of our Soviet State as is the Red Army of the workers
and peasants, our Party. could only fulfil because it was the
real Party of the workmg class, because it defended the
interests of the broad masses of the proletariat during the
long years of its fight and- its' eéxistence in all circumstances
and under all difficulties, in victory and defeat. Our Party
cou]-d.fulfil and is fulﬁ»lling this réle only because ii never losy
contact with the masses.

Lenin taught during his whole life that the Party of the
working class must be in closest alliance with the -working
and ‘peasant masses. And our Party could only fulfil this leading
role because before the October fights, briore the intensifiea
collisions of the epoch of civil war it had collected .great
military experiences.

In the period of the first Russian’ ‘Revolution, the revolution
of 1905 to 1907, our Party, in the question of the leadership
of the unsurrectxon of .the masses of the people, placed in the
foreground the systematic preparation of the insurrection, botn
organisationally and technically. At that time our Par‘ry
organised dozens and hundreds of fighting units. This was the
first military experience acquired by our Party. But this ex-
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perience ‘was further enriched in the period, extremely rich in
experiences, between the February and October Revolution. At
this time the Party led a struggle for power. And in the process
of this struggle it worked at organising the Red Guard. The
fighting units were the first kernel, the germ of the organisation
of the armed forces of the victorious  proletariat. The Red
Guard was the second step, it was a great achievement of ou:
Party and of the working class in the creation of its army.

The success in the organisation of the Red Army is ex-
plained by the fact that our Party, before October, before tne
period of civil war, had collected great military experiences
which thelped it in the construction of the Red Army in the
great and glorious epoch of civil war from 1918 to 1921.

Our Party, standing at the head of the working class and
at the head of the million masses of the peasantry, created and
consolidated the Soviet State. In the period of civil war it
created with a firm hand the Red Army of the workers and
peasants. The Red Army is the instrument of the dictatorship
of the working class. Its leader is the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union. .

To the Working and Peasant Youth
of the Whole World.

Ten years have passed since, in the midst of civil war in
Russia, the Red Army, the first army of the proletarian world
revolution, was created. In 1918 the Russian proletariat - set
up in a few months a mass army which, in years of fighting
full of privations, defeated all the enemies of the first workers’
State, the Russian generals and landowners as well as the
hangmen’s troops of European and American imperialism. In
spite of its being badly armed, and in spite of hunger and
misery, the Red Army vanquished the more powerful enemy
which was armed to the teeth, because it knew that it was
lighting for the cause of the world proletariat.

Today the international revolutionary proletariat looks upon
the Red Army with pride and ccnfidence. For the Red Army is
the powerful weapon for the defence of the Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics — the {atherland of the toilers of all countries.
In the deeds of the Red Army there is embodied the boundless
heroism and seli-sacrifice of which only the oppressed are ca-
pable in their fight against the oppressors. The revolution gave
birth to the Red Army and the'Red Army is serving World
Revolution.

Young Workers, Peasants and Soldiers!

The imperialist States, before all England, are again pre-
paring for a new crusade against the Soviet Union. the inter-
national industrial and financial magnates perceive with rage
the consolidation and strengthening of the Soviet Power, which
is showing to the whole world how the working class, allied
with ali the toilers, can build up its .own socialist economy
without the capitalists and can live freely and happily. They
fear the revolutionising effect of this heroic example upon the
mass of millions of workers, peasants and suppressed colonial
peoples who are still pining under the yoke of c;apita.lism. There-
fore they wish to annihilate the hated Soviet State, the strong-
hold of world tevolution, and to bring the territory of the
Soviet Union again under the dontination of the capitalists.

The imperialists "are finding eager helpmates in the camp
of the Second lnternational, who eagerly join in the war in-
citement against the Soviet Union by calumniating ‘the prole-
tarian State and its Red Army. Paal Bouncour in France,
Scheidemann and Noske in Germany, MacDonald in England
and Vandervelde in Belgium are fuming over the “Red im-
perialism” of the Soviet Union, while at the same time they

grant the credits for armaments to their own capitalists and

even reorganise the capitalist armies. )

Do ;gc;t allow yofrselves to be confused by this clamour!
The Soviet Union wants peace in order to build up the so-
cialist economy in peaceful work. It has on innumerable
occasions demonstrated its firm will for peace and frustrated
the war provocations of its enemies. But the Russian ‘proletariat
is prepared at any moment for its defence; for it knows that
world capitalism will never reconcile itself with the existence
of the workers’ State and will never abandon its fight against
it. Only with weapons in hand can the proletariat defend the
froits of the revolution from the imperialist robbers!

Young Workers, Peasants, Soldiers! ,

On the tenth anniversary of the Red Army we pledge
ourselves to strengthen the tight for the defence of the Soviet
Union. The more eagerly the imperialists prepare for war
against the Soviet Union, the louder shall resound our cry:

“Hands off the Soviet Union! — Down with imperialism!”
“Civil war against imperialist war!”

Defend the Soviet Union, the bulwark of the international
proletariatf!

Fight against the war preparations of world capitai!

Disintegrate by means of revolutionary propaganda the
armies of the imperialist. Powers!” ~

And should the imperialists venture to unchain the dogs
of war against the Soviet Union, then prevent the transport of
troops, arms and munitions; do not fire at the workers and-
peasants of the Soviet Union; fight at the side of the Red Army
against your own capitalist governments!
‘ Long live the Union of Soviet Republics, the fatherland
of the exploited and oppressed of all countries! :

Down with militarism! ) ; ‘

Long live the Red Army, the army of the world revolution!.

Moscow, February 192%. - '

. The Executive, Committee of the Ypung
" Communist International.

PLENUM OF THE E.C.C.L

The International Countenance
of Trotzkyism.
By A. B.

The speeches by representatives of the Comintern sections
which followed the report of Comrade Bukharin' (“On. the Op-
position in the C.P.S.U. and on the International Opposition”)
at the 1X. Enlarged Plenary Session, unrolled a pioture of the
counter-revolutionary activity carried on by the adherents of
Trotzky and his Opposition throughout the capitalist world.
The facts referred to by the representatives of the revolutionary
proletariat had previously been mentioned in the press, but in
their entirety these facts constituted such a fatal impeachment
of the Opposition as not all who heard them were perhaps im-
mediately able to grasp.

The general conclusions repeated.in the speeches of re-
presentatives of all sections, were that the Trotzky Opposition
had armed not only the Social Democrats but also the world
bourgeoisie’ in the fight against the Comintern and the Soviet
Union. The harder the :position of the Communist Party is in
one country or the other, the more violent is the assault made
by the Social Democrats; the more sanguinary the terror and
the more active the role played in the country in question against
the Communists, the more destructive is the influence of ' the
Trotzky Opposition in the respective quarter. At the same time
it must be pointed out that in the sections of the Comintern the
Opposition is diminutive if at all existent. Its’ strength by no
means corresponds to its specific weight within the Party, being
based exclusively on the ideological, and in many places also
the -organisational, connection with the Spcial Democrats and
on the weapons it places at the disposal of the bourgeoisie.

The Opposition has attempted to organise ‘“‘coalescence
evenings”. The coalescence in question, however, did not come
about between the Opposition leaders and the workers, as the
former  had imagined would be the case, but between the Op-
position on the one hand and the Second International and
the bourgeoisie on the other. Facts are obstinate matters. History
has already passed judgment upon the Trotzky. Opg?s@ﬁon in
all parts of the world. ~ R T

“I can now assert,” said Comrade Fhidlmann in regard to
the appeal of Trotzky to the VI. Congress of the Comintern,
“that it is not the Third International but the Second Inter-
national that is his ally.” :

In a number of countries, the coalescence of the Trotzkyists
.anq1 the Menshevists is already to be seéeen on an international
scale. '

As regards the material cited in the speeches of the pleq@ry
session with reference to the opvositional activity, we may limit
ourselves to that part which refers o (1) the social comnosition
cf the Trotzkyist Opposition. (2) their ideological stock-in-trade,
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(3) the actual collaboration between the Opposition and the
Second International, and (4) the further immersion of the Op-
position in the counter-revolutionary bog.

The Social Composition of the Trotzkyist Opposition.

In France the Opposition displays the most variegated of
peacock’s tails. Here it controls five small periodicals. As to
the'composition of ithe Opposition in that country, we may
cite the utterances of the represerntative of the Communist Party
of France. “In France,” he says, “the Opposition consists mainly
of pettty-bourgeois intellectuals and syndicalist leaders wha
have degenerated during the last few years. Souvarine with his
“Communist Bulletin”, the representative of the most aggressive
group of ‘the Opposition, is well-known to all as a typical
philistine. The official’ Trotzky group in France, ihat of Paz,
Marx, and Loriot, also consists of intellectuals, for Paz is a
lawyer, Madeleine Marx a writer, and Loriot a teacher. The
“Clarté” was at all times an organ of the French intellectuals
and petty-bourgeois decadents, who denied all and everything,
including the earth itself. The “Proletarian Revolution” group
consists of played-out individuals, degenerated syndicalist
leaders, such as Rosmer and Monatte, who have lost touch
with the trade union movement without gaining any connection
with the working class.

“It is fully comprehensible,” continues the representative of
the Communist Partv of France, “that in view of such a com-
position the Oppositon has not only lost all its adherents
from the ranks of the workers but is also arousing a feeling
of great bitterness in those ranks, During the discussion in the
Paris district, this hatred went to such lengths, that in one of
the nuclei of Aubervilliers a worker, angered at the reasoning
of Suzanne Girault, declared, “If Suzanne continues to speak, I
shall throw her out of the window.”

In the United States the Opposition has a pronouncedly ad-
venturous character and is in immediate touch with the bour-
geois press. In this connection the utterances contained in the
speech of Comrade Engdahl are highly characteristic.

All these present defenders of Trotzky in the United States,
Eastman, Lore, and Salutzki, are renegades who have been ex-
cluded from the Narty. Eastman himself at one time advoocated
the exclusion of Salutzki: subsequently Lore supported the ex-
pulsion of Fastman. and Trotzkv himself that of Lore. Eastman
declares that he is fighting for libertv and equality, in the name
of which ideals he recently sold the “New York Times” a forged
copy of the “testament” of Lenin for $2,000. Eastman declared
that he had passed on this mwoney to Souvarine in Paris for
the purpose of financing the work of the Opposition.

Alongside of these clever journalists, the adherents of Trotz-
ky include artful mystics such as Roland-Holst, who in her last
poems full of “heavenly longing” openly admits that she was
“always a stranger within the Party”.

Among the poems of this so-called Communist poetess there
is the following religious masterpiece: “Cleanse your house of
all vanitv. May pride quit your chamber, and may a new song
begin.”. What about? As it turns out, about the amalgamation
of the Second and Third Internationals. In the “Klassenkampi”,
the paper that chamvions Trotzky, we find the following wise
dictum: “If we demand unity in the realm of the trade unions,
why should we not also demand unity in politics too?” In
demanding this political unity, Roland-Holst does not disas-
sociate herself from the arguments of de Man, the Belgian So-
cial-Fascist.

A worthy colleague of the Christian poetess Roland-Holst
is Professor Manoury, who “protests” against the banishment
of Trotzky. But Manoury is aliogether a very soft-hearted fel-
low, lfor there was a time when he protested just as vehemently
against the execution of the counter-revolutionaries.

“In Czechoslovakia,” says Comrade Jilek, “the oppositional
bloc is an outcome of the amalgamation of the Ultra-Left (Mi-
chalec, Dr. Pollack) with liquidationists of the purest water
(Hula, Gérlich). The connection is severed between this group
and' the workers. In the nucleus of his district Michalec ap-
peared and demanded the right to speak, so that he might de-
velop the programme of the Opposition. He was granted one
hour’s frerdom of speech, after the lapse of which time one
of the workers moverd that the term of speech be prolonged, so
that Michalec. might have occasion to sav his full say. When the
oppositional leader had concluded, a worker rose and demanded

his immediate expulsion from the Party. This motion was car-
ried without the least debate. : ‘

“The Opposition,” continued Comrade Jilek, “coniprises ele-
ments that are not only thoroughly infected with bourgeois ideas
but are quite pronouncedly shady characters. Thus, in the
Bratislava district, an individual who had been convicted of
being in connection with the police and ‘who knew quite well
that he was in imminent danger of being excluded from the
Party, declared his adherence to the Opposition and his de-
termination to fight in Czechoslovakia for the programme of
Trotzky.” :

“In Greece,” says Comrade Kolarov, “the oppositional g;ronp‘

consists exclusively of intellectuals and reflects the nationalist
ideology of the bourgeois Pan-Greeks. In Yougoslavia the leader
of the Opposition has for the last two years assumed the stand-
point of the Second International in all important questions, as,
e. g., in the peasant problem, in the estimation of the inter-
national situation, and the like.” ‘

The Ideological Stock-in-Trade of the Opposition.

One of the main champions of the iraditions of Trotzky
and his Opposition is Souvarine, whom, in his last “directives”,
Trotzky declared to be an ‘“eminent historian”. This quality is
reflected in the fact that for Souvarine the Russian revolution is
“an event belonging to the realm of history”. “At the present
time”, says Comrade Doriot, “the proletarian State simply does
not exist any longer. The construction of Socialism in the Soviet
Union 1s, in his opinion, “a fairy-tale invented for the sake of
amusing the peasants”. The demand raised by Souvarine 'in
connection with the Chinese revolution, was just as ingenuous.
In his opinion, the Comintern has, since the beginning of 1927,
pursued a “putchist” policy in China. Why did the Comintern
set up the principle of a development of the agrarian revolu-
tion? In Souvarine’s opinion, it thereby prevented the triumph
of the national-revolutionary nrovement .in China. If no workers’
and peasants’ demands had been raised, the Chinese revolu-
tion would have been victorious. But yet more sagacious is the
hilosophy of Souvarine in the question of a war danger. It
appears that such a danger exists only “in the imagination of
the Political Bureau of the C.P.S.U.. which obviously needed
it for the liquidation of the Opposition”. But Souvarine is not
1o be duped. He does not believe in this danger. “Great Britain”,
lie says, “is a pacifist country with a greatly developed trade
union movement. It therefore cannot be coerced into a war”.

Treint is also famous. He, too, does not consider the war
danger a result of the accentuation of differences between the
proletarian State and the imperialist world. What is, in his

- opinion, most liable to bring about a war is the opportunist

policy of the Communist International. He evinces particular
“firmness” in the question of the construction of Socialism in
the Soviet Union. In keeping with the spirit of the “platform”,
he was originally categorical in denying the possibility of such
a construction,. declaring that “the theory of a construction of
Socialism in a single country is a theory for kulacks and their
children.” But at the last Party Congress he suddenly interpreted
his own attitude in another way. When cornered by the argu-
ments of speakers who referred to the growth of the Socialist
eiements in the economy of the Soviet Union, he admitted that
it was possible to establish Socialism in Russia, but under
‘he sole condition that the present leadership of the C.P.S. U.
was removed. It therefore appears that it will not be possible
to establish Socialism in the Soviet Union until the leadership
ol the C.P.S.U. is in the hands of those who do mot believe
in the possibility of doing so.

Eastman, the pillar of Trotzkyism in America, has pub-

" Jished a booklet under the title “Marxism and Leninism”. His

main idea is that Leninism cannot become “a real revolutionary
teaching” until it has got rid ‘of the last remnants of Marxism.
Fastman declares that he accents the “practice of Leninism”
but decidedly turns down Lenin’s theorv, as being under the
influence of Marxism. On this basis the Socialists declare East-
man to be a Communist, while he calls himself a “revolutionary
Communist”. C o

The Collaboration of the Ovposition with the Second
i International. :
_The connection of the Opposition with the Second Intfer-
national is already apparent on an international scale. “The
Second International”, says Kilboom (Sweden). “keeps a special
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oiiice for the dislribution among ihe sections of printed matier
direcled against the Comintern and the Soviet Union”. The ac-
tual supplier of this office is the Opposition. The Swedish So-
cial Democrats, disquieted by the growing radicalisation of the
workers, are clinging to the Oppositional platiorm, which they
have published in all their newspapers. They say to the workers:
“It is not only we who speak of a degeneration of power in the
Soviet Umniou; Trotzky, the old revolutionary, says the same.”
There follows the practical conclusion that “if the Bolsheviki
turn to the Right, if they make concessions to the capitalists, and
if they carry on a policy of compromise, the Swedish workers
will understand that in- Sweden too such a policy is essential.
The Russian workers live like slaves, etc.”

Comrade Thilmann points out that the general estimation
of the international position by the Maslov group is approach-
ing miore and more to the theory of the Second International
and the opinion of. Hillerding as expressed at the Kiel Party
Congress. In looking through the latest issues of Maslov’'s pu-
blications, “Volkswille” and “Fahme des Komniunismus”, it is
fully apparent that there is hardly any difference between the
Leit Social Democrats and Maslov’s group as regards their libel-
lous dttacks on the Soviet Union and the C.P.S.U. o

As regards poalitical fighting methods, we can already ob-
serve a complete ideological unanimity beiween the Left Social
Democrats and the Maslovists. Comrade Thilmann cifes a
number of instances in confirmation of this assertion. Inter alia,
he points out that the assemblies organised by the Maslov group
for the purpose of celebrating the tenth anniversary of the foun-
dation of the Soviet Union, were as a matter of fact not di-
recied towards the support of the proletarian dictatorship in the
Soviet Union but rather against the Soviet Union. In the matfer
of. the  banishment of the Opposition leaders we may observe
the same policy and the same argumentation in the case of the
Left Social Democrats and in that of the Maslovists, It is highly
characeristic that the “Velkswille” and the “Fahne des Kom-
munismus” relegale the fight against the Social Democrats more
and more {o the background while their attacks on the Com-
munist movement get more and more violent. The Trotzkyis:
Opposition is one of the chiel obstacles preventing Social De-
mocratic workers from joining the Communist Party.

“The reason,” says Comrade Fiala from Austria, “why
Austro-Marxism so enthusiastically champions the Opposition is
not far to scek. Alter the July rising the Social Democratic
leaders turned charply to the Right, the result naturally being
a movement towards the Left on the part of the masses and
an increased activity by the elements of the Left, encouraged
by the example of the workers of the Soviet Union, who are
engaged in building up Socialism. Now the leaders of .the
Austrian Social Democrats seek to counteract this increased ac-
tivity with the weapons of Trotzky and his Opposition. They
make reference to utterances of Trotzky’s. they found their agi-
tation on the assertion that the Soviet Union is no longer a
proletarian State, that the Thermidorian deterioration of the
Party has advanced so far as to cause the exclusion of the best
Communists. Why, they ask, should delegations of workers be
sent to the Soviet Union and take an interest in the experiences
of the October revolution? How can one sympathise with a re-
gime under which not only Menshevists, but even men like
Trotzky; witom Bauer loses no time in calling a “revolutionary
Communist”, are imprisoned?”

“In the United States”, says Comrade Engdahl, “Opposition
enjoys the support of such organs of the Liberal bourgeoisie as
‘Nation’ and ‘New Republic’, which vie with the reactionary
press in publishing the last letter of Joffe. This letter is repro-
duced just as zealously by the capitalist press as it is by the
Social Democrais and by the reactionary trade union organs.
Their aim s always the same, viz., that of supporting the Op-
position and attacking the Soviet Union. The Social Democratic
paper “Daily Forward”, an embitiered enemy of the Soviet
Union, expresses its sympathies for Trotzky and his adherents. The
same miay be said in repard to Hillquit's Socialist organ, the
“New Leader”. In this collusion between the Social Democratic
and the reactionary trade-union bureaucrats with the Trotzkyist
Opposition, Comrade Engdahl sees a certain danger. “The Op-
position”, he says, “will presumably make use of the support
of the Socialists in order to form a sort of party to fight ag-
ainst the Communists: in this way the Social Democrats will
obtain support from the ranks of the trade unions in their fight
against the Communists.”

“In Great Britain,” says Comrade Rust, ‘*‘the Opposition of
Trotzky has no supporters. in the Communist Party, but on the
other hand it enjoys the support of certain adherenis in nonm-
Communist parties in its attacks on the Comintern and the Soviet
Union. ‘

‘Lhis support is mainly afforded by leadérs of the Indepen-
dent Labour Party, especially by certain noxious. renegades
among them, During the last few weeks these turncoats, like
Postgate and Price, shed tears at the fate of Trotzky. They.
would be glad to erect a democracy on Baldwin lines in the
Soviet Union, with one party in office and the other in opposi-
tion. Nevertheless, the official organ of the 1.L.P. was forced
{o write, an answer to articles defending Trotzky. This is the
result of the growth of sympathy for the Soviet Union among
the working masses. :

- “At the latest Party Congress of the Socialist Party of
France,” says the representative of the C.P.of France, “Renau-
del’s secretary especially distributed the Souvarine Bulletin con-
faining Joife’s letter. This letter served as evidence against the
Soviet Union at the Congress. Souvarine thus took pains that
the arguments for this campaign should be in good time in
the possession ol the Social Democrats. When the “Populaire”
copied the well-known directives of Trotzky from. the “Pravda”,
Souvarine professed to be indignant that a Social Democratic
paper could believe documents that had passed through the
G.P.U. He has every reason to consider himself a monopolist
for the supply of oppositional documents to.the Social Dempo-
cratic. press.” o

The Further lmmersion of the Opposition in the
Counter-Revolutionary " Slough. . ‘

With remarkable rapidity the Trotzky Opposition is sinking
down into the counter-revolutionary slough. Above, there was
recorded the ufterance of Comrade Thidlmann to the effect that
the Maslov press is occupied less and less in criticising the
Social Democrats and is coming more and more to speak with
the same tongue as that of the Left Social Democratic press.
But that is ndt all. “The line of development of the Maslov.
group,” says Comrade Thilmanz, “is openly directed fowards an
organisational union with Korsch. After the capitulation of
Zinoviev and Kamenev, Maslov dictated his instructions to the
Russian Oppositicn, insinsting on the union between the
Trotzkyists and the adherents of Sapronov. Maslov himself star-
ted effecting this coalescence. There will be new elections at
Hamburg on February 19th. The Maslov group eschewed the
preparation of lists of its own for these elections ani drew up
a joint list with the Korsch group, the flag-bearers of Sapronov
in Germany. This common list was styled “Workers’ Opposi-
tion in the C.P. G’ .

 In France the group of Suzanne Girault is degenerating very
fast. Things have gone so lar, that Suzanne Girault was heard
to say in reference to the character of the Soviet State: “What
is it you would have us believe of your proletarian State? What
there is in Russia is in reality nothing but Fascism.” At the
Party Conference she declared that there was nc difference
between present-day Russia and that of Tsarist times.

As regards the “Left” Treint, he adheres fully to the tac-
tics of the Left Bloc in regard to the tactics af the coming
Parliamentary elections. “I{ is necessary to have a new bloc”,
he says, “and to support not only the Socialists but all Ra-
dicals without exception.”

The “Ultra-Left"” Michalec in Czechoslovakia has developed
so quickly, that he not only approved of the collabotation. of
Oppositionist Taussik with the Fascist and National-Socialist
organ “Cesko Slovo”, but also, as Comrade Jilek tells us, ap-
plied to him in a search for employment. ;

In the couniries of Fascist terrorism, the Trotzkyist Oppo-
sition has assumed a very dangerous form. In this connection
the report of Comrade Purmaunn of the Polish section is highly
instructive. “In-Poland”, he says, “where the Social Democrats
form.part of Pilsudski’s Fascist camp, the Trotzkyist Opposition
plays the part of a dangerous weapon. in the hands of our
enemies. With the aid of oppositional arguments the P.P:S.
oiten succeeds in exercising an influence on vacillating elemients.””.

Comrade Purmann cites instances in which the P.P.S. suc-
ceeded in achieving a certain success at the elections and- in
its attempts to induce individual Communists to desert their
party, by using arguments initiated by the Trotzkyists as' to
the degeneration of the proletarian dictatorship inthe Soviet
Union, the deterioration of the workers’ situation there; etc.



No. 9

international Press Correspondence 197

The P.P.S. Fascists are thus provided with the best weapon
for the preparation of a war against the Soviet Union. The
Fascist Government, meanwhile, endeavours to profit by any-
thing that tends to weaken the devotion and love of the workers
to the Soviet Union.

Such s the international aspect of the Trotzky Opposition.
Just now ithat the Social Democrats are {urning more pro-
nouncedly to the Right, and that a mad campaign is being de-
veloped against the Soviet Union and the Comimunists, the
Trotzky Opposition has become one of the chiel tools of the
Social Democrats in their fight against the Communist Inter-
nationzl and the Soviet Union. The state of affairs, as depicted
by the foreign delegates, confirms once more that adherence to
the Trotzky Opposition, which has become an altogether anii-
Soviet group, is completely incompatible with membership of
the Communist International,

FOR LENINISM — AGRINST TROTZKYISM

The Political Corpse of Trotzky —
the Signboard of the Yellow

International.
By J. B.

At the Second International there exists a commission to
investigate the position of political prisoners. Crispien and De
Brouckeére, who are at the head of this commission, have
addressed a fresh letter to the chairman of the Central Com-
mittee of the Soviet Union, Comrade Kalinin, and this has been
published by the “Vorwirts” under the heavy headline: “As it
was under Tsarism!” The “Vorwirts” publishes a communica-
tion on the new move of the Yellow International “with regard
to the political persecutions in Soviet Russia”. This time it
is not a question of shooting monarchists and White Guardists
nor of arresting Mensheviki and social revolutionaries. No,
this time these yellow “Socialists” are shedding crocodile tears
for a different reason. They consider it their “democratic duty”
to stand up for the proiection of Trotzky and for the protection
of the exiled members of the Opposition.

The representatives of the Second International have re-
solved to exploit the political corpse of the Opposition in the
C. . S. U. as a sign board and slogan in the new campaign
of incitement against the Soviet Union, in the campaign which
essentially is nothing but the ideologic preparation of the
imperialist war against the first proletarian State.

“The persecution of your Party Opposition and especially
the case of Trotzky”, write Crispien and De Brouckéere, “will
serve as a crass example of your system, which tolerates no
freedom of opinion, which subordinates everything to the will
of . your absolutist government.” -

"Crispien and De Brouckeére demand freedom of action for
Trotzky. In whose interests do they demand it? What is the
significance of the fact that in this question the united fromt
. Maslov-Korsch-Crispien against the Comintern, against the
revolutionary proletariat of the Soviet Union, .has quite ob-
viously become an accomplished fact? What is the meaning
of the clamour which has been set up by the whole of the
bourgeois press together with all their Social-Democratic and
“ultra-left” imitators on the occasion of the last banishments?
Every conscious worker will grasp that the banishment of
Trotzky has given rise to the formation of a bourgeois-Social-
Democratic bloc means that just this bloc, just the opportunists
and traitors, are hit hardest by this banishment.

Crispien and De Brouckere declare that the measures taken
against Trotzky cannot be justified by the assertion that he is
a counter-revolutionary. But neither Crispien nor De Brouckere,
nor the murderers of Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht, nor
the betrayers of the German revolution of 1918, which they
have for a further ten years continued to betray, nor the friends
of Karl Renner, who has openly taken the part of the hangmen
of the Vienna workers, nor the supporiers of MacDonald, who
in the year 1926 delivered the miners of Great Britain into
the hands of the coal magnates and whose efligy was burnt
by the Indian nationalists along with those of Baldwin and

Birkenhead as symbols of colonial exploitation and subjugation,
are called upon to judge who is a counter-revolutionary and
who not. The only ones who can form a judgement on this
natter are those who are fighting against the counter-revolu-
tionaries, who overcome them, only those against whom they
content, only those who “are threatened by them. The best judges
of the point are the revolutionary proletariat and its commu-
nist vanguard, against whom are now marshalled all the forces
of world reaction from the British Conservatives to German
Social-Democracy and to Maslov’s - “ultra-lefts”; from Chamber-
lain {o Crispien and Urbahns; from the British fleet; from the
battalions of Marshal Pilsudski; from the hangmen ot Chiang
Kai Shek to the calumnies of the “Vorwirts” and of the “Fahne
des Kommunismus” (Flag of Communism) and to the illegal
pamphlets of the Trotzky Opposition, which are set in secret
printing-works by the hands of White Guardists.

Is Trotzky a counter-revolutionary or is he not? The Com-
munist International as a whole, the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union in particular, on whom falls the greatest historical
responsibility for the history of the world revolution, for the
destiny of Socialism in the whole world, would commit an
unpardonable error, nay more, a direct crime against the wor-
king class, if .in the liquidation of this question they allowed
themselves to be guided by any sentimental considerations and
memories of the past instead of by judgement in the objective
sense of the present activity of Trotzky as leader of the Oppo-
sition. . The interests of the revolution, the interests of the
working class, the interests of hundreds of millions of the
oppressed and exploited — these are the only criteria for
the revolutionary, whether he is a real revolutionary and not
a traitor hiding his treachery under “Democratic” twaddle.

The services which Trotzky rendered in the past are better
known {o us than they are to all the Crispiens and the De
Brouckéres. But when a person is trying by every method, pos-
sible and impossible, to poison the mind of the working class
by statements to the effect that the Soviet Union is not a prole-
tarian State, that the worker and peasant government is a
government of Thermidorians, when a person in the most
decisive question, the defence of the Soviet Union against im-
perialism, sinks to an attitude of conditional defence, when he
attempis on this ideological platform to undermine the basis
of the dictatorship of the prolefariat itself by trying to create
a second party with its own illegal apparatus and with its
own .illegal press, which party is, furthermore, helped by ob-
viously anti-Soviet elements, when in consequence he becomes
a star of hope to all the anti-proletarian and counter-revolutio-
nary elements in the couniry, then the Party of the revolutio-
nary proletariat must not. in view of its responsibility to mil-
lions of people, hesitate to treat such folk as Trotzky, Radek
and Rakovsky as it would deal with counter-revolutionaries.

And the facts that the “Berliner Tageblatt” writes highly
emotional and. in parts. jubilant articles, that his advocate in
Germanv is Ruth Fischer, that Crispien and De Brouckere
appear in his defence in the name of the yellow Second Inter-
national. go to show the more clearly the denth of the abyss
into which the political corpse of Troizkyism has fallen.

[ THE LABOUR MOVEMENT |

The FLockout of S00,000 German
Metal Workers.

By August Enderle (Berlin).

Since the following article was written the
Court of Arbitration has pronounced a binding
Award according to which the metal workers are
granted a wage .increase of five plennigs an hour.
As a result of the pronouncement of the Award the
employers have postponed the lockout for a week.
Up to the time of going to press the reply of the
workers’ representatives has not been received. Ed.

For the second time within two months. German trust capi-
tal is threatening to stop work in the most important branches
of metal industry and thus to paralyse the whole of German
economy. The first time, the producers of steel indusiry of the
Rubr district announced that they had resolved to close down
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all the works should the eight-hour day be carried through in
accordance with the regulation ol the Labour Minister and
should the “unbearabie” demands of the trade umions be ful-
filed. The present threatened stoppage invoives the lockout of
800,000 mietal workers throughout Germany, with the exception
of the whole Rulir disirict, of Upper Silesia aund of the Saar
district and of a few smaller metai-producing, areas. Whilst the
cause ¢i ihe threatened closiig down ol works in the metal
industry had chiefly been the question ol the hours of work,
the abolition of the twelve-nour shift and the miroduction of the
three shifi system, the cause of the threat at the present momeat
is the strike of the workers in Central Germany and the demand
for an mcrease of wages by 15 plennigs per hour, the threat
of such a giganiic lockout having been resorted to because a
partial lockout in Ceniral Germany did not lead to the results
desired by the employers.
. What is the underlying reason why Gerinan capital is
proceeding in such an aggressive way? At the moment it is
only a question of an increase by a few piennigs of the wages
of the metal workers on strike in Central Germany, an addi-
tional expense which the employers could undoubtedly pay quite
easily in view of the extraordinarily. great increase ol produc-
tivity -and of the lotal production in the past few years. Apart
from {t}is, the employers know very well tha! — under the pres-
sure exercised by the workers — the Reformist frade union
leaders have indeed refused to consent to the three-plennigs
award at the commenceirent of the strike, but that they are
prepared to content themselves with 6 or 5 plennigs and to
renounce the total demand of 15 plennigs. 'The reason why
German industrial capital is nevertheless resorting to the said
violent mreastres is that it wants to pocket the whold of the
profit vesulting from rationalisation and from the favourable
turn of the home market without any deduction and to use if
for the construction of its own apparatus of production in order
to exiend its market on a world-wide standard. The fierceness
of all the wages’ movements and economic siruggles in Ger-
Cmany is dve to the determination of German capifal to_recover
its former position of world-power as-quickly as possible and
to beat any compeiitor in 2 sharp fight on the world market.

The present action of the employers is further influenced
by the iact that the collection agreements as o wages and hours
of work involving in all four million workers will come o an
end in March and April. The workers have everywhere put in
claims for an increase of wages and for a rediction of the
hours of work. With the present lockout, a blow is dealt at all
those movements; it means at the same time a warning to the
trade unions that they must reckon with a fotal lockout should
they persist in their demands, and that the employers are defer-
mined not fo yield in any. circumstances. )

The employers are frank enough to speak ol their plas
with every clearness. The “Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung”, one
of the leading organs of capifal, for instance, wroie on February
Oth as follows: v

“It is indeed a question of principle which is now
being solved, i. e. the question as fo whether it is possible
to bring about a gradual ebbing in the movement of the
market by a wise and far-sighfed policy regarding wages
and overhead charges. or whether a rapid and fatal col-
lapse of the market will be occasioned by imprudent intei-
ferences in the conditions of production. Unless ‘the first
eveniuality comes true. we cannot except that, when business
in the home market slackens dowsn, we shall find the con-
nection with the world market which is an urgent necessity
in order to protect the German apparatus of production from

serious dangers.” .

This flourish of trumpets of Neo-German imperialism is
supplemented. by articles in the whole capitalist Press, in which
it is “proved” that the German employers, and especially those
in the mefal indusiry., have worked at a loss for the past few
years, that they are paying trifling dividends only in excep-
tional cases and that thev are therefore, in no circumstances, in
a position fo grani a further increase of wages.

In reality, the figures of the increase of production and even
the balances of the big joint-stock companies, which are cer-
tainly veiled, show that the employers, especially in mefal in-
dustry, have reaped enormous- profits in the last two years.
The daily output per head of the workers in iron industry for
instance, increased by 33.8 per cent. in 1926. This increase con-
tinued in 1627, althongh there are until now no figures available.

In crude-steel production, the daily output per head oi the
worker has increased to 120.8 per cent. in 1420 as compared
with pre-war times, and in 1927 to a monthly average of
1343 per cent. The big concerns, such as Klockner, Hoesch,
Siemens, ALG. efc., have, without exception, made gigantic net
profits in spite of writing off large sums. Industry producing
ready-made goods and machines also was and is doing an un-
usually good business, and has undoubtedly made no less satis-
factory prolits than did the big concerns, although in many
cases it cannot be recognised from the dividends.

in view of this state of affairs, it is obvious that the Ger-
man proletariat cannot reireat unless it wants to renounce the
improvement, nay even the maintenance of its present condition.
The German working class must engage in the fight which
capital is forcing on it. It must make a breach in the enemy’s
front, if it does not want to be doomed to chronic pauperisation.
The German trade unions, however, are headed by the Reifor-
mists, by the social democratic leaders. The latter are trying,
as they always did, to avoid the fight; they think they can
evade the situation which is unpleasant for them by foul com-
promises. In order ‘to: divert the masses of workers from the
main point of the question, from the inevitable combat, and in
order, even now, to prepare for the beirayal, the Reformists
are raising cries Of “atlacks of ithe metal industrialists on the
State”, of the “strangle-hold of the captains of industry”, just
as they did when the steel magnates threatened to close down
their works. To put it briefly, the Reformists are repeating
their old demagogical tactics as though the preseni State were
on the side of the workers and as though the rebels against
the State from the Right were the industrialists in the metal
industry pretending that the interest of the workers against
trust capital is protected by the awards of the State arbitration
apparatus. This is how the workers are being prepared for
the award and even for the agreement of the trade union leaders
to an absolutely inadequate award which may be anticipated
with certainty.

In their threat of a lockout, the meta! industrialists have
already calculated on the cowardly tactics and on the strategy
of defeat on the part of the Reformists, when they fixed no
date at -all in the first resolution with regard to the general
lockout passed at the beginning of February, and when, on the
nccasion of the second resolution, passed on February 13th,
they announced that the lockout would only come into
force on February 22nd. The capitalists united in trusts
know very well that the trade union leaders will do everything
in their ‘power in those ten days in order to adjust matters,
i, e. t0 accept the award made by the German Labour Minister
by order of the capitalists. ,

This also explains why the leaders of the metal workers’
union, numbering about 800,000 members, do not react to the
lockout by any counter-measures, but proclaim in the Press that
they are calmly awaiting events. The advisory body of the metal
workers’ union, which met on February 15th, did not say a
word about the means of defence which the leaders of the union
intended to use in order to protect the workers against the
employers’ aftack; they coniented themselves with uttering a few
phrases about the militant and self-sacrificing spirit of the
workers. It is quite obvious that the leaders of the union are
reckoning on the usual arbitration and on a settlement of the
conilict by the arbitration negotiations before the Labour Mi-
nisiry, fixed for February 17th. The leaders of the union are
even ruthlessly stifting all other wages’ movements “in order
to avoid irritating the employers still more”.

The Berlin tool-makers, on a ballot vote, had pronounced
by an overwhelming majority for a strike, because their de-
mands had been refused .in the bulk by the employers. The
leaders of the union, however, prevented them from engaging
in the fight with the argument: we must not offer the employers
any. pretext for a lockout. In another group of metal workers,
that of the irom constructors, who had been called together by
the leaders of the union on the basis of a former resolution.
in order to draw up the demands for wages for the anticipated
tarifi movement, the leaders of the movement declared: “In view
of the threatened lockout we should not make any demands at
the present moment” A cowardly retreat along the whole line.

The A.D:G.B, the leading body of the German trade
unions,. does not even think it necessary, in face of the threate-
ned lockout of 800,000 metal workers, to take a definite attitude
towards that question. It finds it much more to the purpose to
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arrauge a great banquet for the representatives of the Labour
Office in Geneva and to congratulate the German Labour Mi-
nister of the bourgeois bloc on the occasion of his 69th birth-
day, expressing the wish that “he may be spared to carry on
his beneficial activity for many years to come”.

The Communist Party and the revolutionary trade unionists
are straining every nerve in order to mobilise the whole mass
of the workers and to prepare them for an unreleniing defen-
sive fight. '

The nwod of the masses is in favour of the fight. The re-
formist ssbotage must be overcome in order that the employers’
attack shall meet with an equally energetic and determined
resistance.

The Fight in the North Bohemian
Lignite Area.
By Victor Stern (Prague).

Since the 13th of February the 3000 miners in the Briix-
Teplitz-Komotau lignite coalfields have been engaged in an open
struggle. The workers have joined in the fight to the last man
and the fighting spirit is increasing every day. The fight was
provoked and jorced upon the workers by the brutal aftitude
of the owners, who not only rejected the modest demands of
the workers, but ventured fo impose upon them, under the
title of an “improvement of the position of the miners”, a
considerably intensified exploitation. ,

In order fo understand the importance of the fight and
of the whole situation created by the struggle, it must be re-
membered that the fight was preceded by a serious wage mo-
vement of the whole working class of Czechoslovakia. All the
endeavours of the Red Miners” organisation to set up a united
front of the miners were frustrated by the resistance of the
united Germian and Czechish reformist miiners’ unions. It was
only in the second half of last year that the pressure of the
impoverished miners became so strong that the reformist leaders
were no longer able to evade the light and the miners succeeded
in having the demand put forward on 18th November 1927
of a special allowance of 400 Czechish crowns for married
workers and 300 crowns for unmarried workers. Fven this
ridiculously small sum was rejected by the owners in the most
brutal manner, although they could not deny that prices have
risen considerably since the year 1923, that the output of the
miners has increased tremendously and that only wages have
remained the same.

After rejection of the conmmon offer of all the miners’
organisations, the red organisations redoubled itheir elforts to
set up a united fighting iront for serious wage demands. The
reformist leaders thereupon resorted 40 a manceuvre in order
to come out of the situation as peaceably as possible and to
shift the responsibility from themselves. To the demand of
the red trade unions that ullimative far-reaching demands should
be submitted and, in the eveni of their rejection, a miners’
strike along the whole line — that is, a general strike of the
miners — should be prociaimed, they declared that they were
prepared to take up the light only as a fight in the Briix-
Komotau-Tepitz lignite area. They conironted the red organi-
sations  with the choice, either o take part in a common fight
in this coal area or be compelled to abandon any commion
conduct of the fight.

The reformist leaders confidently reckoned in this manoeuvre
on the possibility of being easily able {o prevent the fight in the
North-West Bohentian lignite area when the workers were faced
with an isolated and partial struggle. As a matler of fact,
many of the workers were of the opinion that a fight was
indeed necessary, but that it would be useless unless it was
conducted along the whoie line. This manoeuvre was thwarted
by the red organisations, as well as by the miners themselves.
The red organisations, of course, did not abandon their funda-
mental standpoint that @ general sirike of the miners is ne-
cessary, but they declared themselves prepared for the time
being to take part in the partial struggle in the lignile area.

On the 9th of January there was submifted the demand
for a 20% increase in wages, and at the same time notice
was given of the termination of the collective agreement on
the 5th of February. The owners, in their reply of 20th January.

declared themseives ready to emier into negotiations: and the
negotiations actually began on the 30th January.

At these negotiations the employers declared the demand
of a 20% wage increase to be unaccepiable. But not content
with that, they brought forward counter-proposals of such a
character that every worker was bound to consider them as an
insolent and monstrous provoocation. They wished to bring
about “an increase of wages” by declaring themselves ready
to pay a premium on increased output. The present outpui of
20.5 cwt. per shift was to be taken as a basis and an increased
output of 10% shouid be accompanied by a wage increase
of 7%. When it is borne in mind that the ouiput per shift has
already increased since the year 1919 from 16 to 205 cwi. one
can realise whai a mmurdercus intensification of exploitation the
owners have venfured to offer as a “wage increase”.

But that was not all. This “concession” was accompanied
by the oounter-demand that the working time should be in-
creased on Saturday from six to eight hours, and on all other
days (not reckoning the journey fo and from the coal face) to
8!/, hours. The reformist leaders replied to this provocation not
by breaking ofi negotiations, but with counter-proposals which
meant the acceptance in principle of the abominable bonus
system. They abated their demands to 10% and declared them-
selves ready to accept this wage .increase in the form of
payment for increased output, but that there should be adopted
as a basis not the present output, but one by which the presem
output would lead to a 10% wage increase. ,

The rejection of these proposals by the owners led to the
breaking off of negotiations on the 4th of February. According
to a previous decision of all organisations the strike ought
to have been begun on the 6th of February. But against the
will of the workers, who were demanding that the struggle be
taken up immediately, the reformist leaders posiponed the com-
mencement of the strike to the 13th of February. They wished
thereby to gain time in order to be able to avoid the struggle
at the last moment by surrendering the interrests of the workers
and making further concessions to the employers.

At the continued negotiations the reformisi leaders displayed
great yieldingness 1o the cmployers and declared themselves to
be satisfied with a prémium increase of 7Y2%. In fact they
even went so far to declare that the strike would be abandoned
if the employers would ofier 5%, because the irifling difference
between 5 and 7/.% could then be seitled by peaceable means;
rerhaps by halving dhe difference. Such an attitude, of course,
encouraged the owners and they rejected even this offer, so
that the strike was unaveidable. On the 13th of February, there-
fore, the strike commmenced with unexampled determination and
fichting enthusiasm.

The following facts will serve to give an idea of the pro-
vocation ©f .the owners and the absolute necessity for the fight.
The standard of living index has increased since 1923 from
880 to 940. In the year 1922 the ouiput of 51,500 workers in
the whole lignite area amounted fo 19.2 million tons; for the
vear 1927 the output of 37,600 workers is estimated at 20 mil-

‘lion tons. The present colleciive {reaty has not been altered

since 1623, nevertheless. according io government figures, the
average wage has considerably decreased since 1923, to i. e.
for underground workers from 66.33 crowns in 1023 to 44.03
crowns and 38.68 crowns, for surface workers from 50.91
crowns to 33.65 crowns and 28.63 crowns. On the other hand
the lignife mining shares have increased in value by 50%. The
dividends of the North Bohemian colleries in Briix amounted
on an average before the war to 14% and afler the war to
20 o 25%.

A success on the part of the miners would sirengthen the
fight of the entire working class for an increase of wages, which
have greaily fallen in value owing to high prices. The capita-
lists naturaily want to prevent this at all cosi. This fact and
the atiack by the employers on the working time prove o
what a great extent the fight of the lignite miners is a fight
of- the entire working class of Czechoslovakia.

The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia has emphasised
the importance of the miners’ siruggle. With the outbreak of
the strike it redoubled iis- efiorts {0 extend the strike fo all
mining areas and to obfain the support of the entire working
class for the struggle. The reformist {rade union and party
leaders are working in the opposite direction. The chief aims
of their tactics are: firsi to isolate the struggle, secondly to
moderate instead of intensify the siruggle, and thirdly the
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speediest termiination of the struggle by adopting a yielding
attitude towards the owners. Every proposal of the represen-
tatives of the Red trade unions for intensification of the fighi
is replied to with the ultimative threat to put an end to common
action.

At the same time the reformists are proceeding, further in
their comncessions to the employers. In spite of all the decisions
of the workers, who reject on principle the premium system,
the reformists are negotiating on the basis of this system and
bargaining with the employers and the government represen-
tatives - regarding a few per cent. The question of the leng-
thening of the working day they have left to stand over.

The workers, however, are frustrating these intentions of
the reformist leaders. At all the pits decisions are being adopted
calling for the withdrawal of the safety-men and cessation of
supply of coal o electricity works. The miners also declare
themselves against the premium system, and of course against
any lengthening of the working time in any circumstances.

Also in other mining areas the demand to join in the
struggle is becoming more ‘insistent. This applies especially to
the adjacent Falkenau mining area. Also in the Kladno district.
which is under the ‘influence of the Communists, preparations are
already being made to join in the strike as soon as possible.

The government of course stands unequivocally on the side
of the employers. Bodies of heavily armed gendarmes are being
imported into the strike area every day. The gendarmes visit various
workers and call upon them, it is true without avail, to resume
work. The mood of the lignite miners as a result is becoming
more excited and has already found expression in various de-
monstrations, The women and young workers are taking parti-
cularly active part in the fight. The Communist Party and the
Communist Youth are rendering the fighting workers every pos-
sible help and have mobilised all the forces at their disposal
for work in the strike area.

In such circumstances it is by no means easy for the re-
formist leaders to realise their intentions to bring about a
speedy termination of the fight by means of a foul compromise.
They are however, working at high pressure in this direction.
For the time being the task of negotiating with the employers
is_in the hands of a committee of three members. The Red
trade unions are not participating in this’ smaller committee, as
they reject on principle the premium system, on the basis of
which the negotiations are being conducted. It is quite likely
that the reformists will very soon conclude a compromise, but
the mood of the workers is such that a compromise would be
indignantly rejected by them.

The Fight of the Swedish Workers.

By K. Kilboom.

Since the year 1925 capitalism has consolidated itsell in
Sweden. The banks, the industrial and commercial under-
“takings increased their profits year by year. Dividends are wen
. on the way towards reaching pre-war level. Speculation is de-
veloping at accelerating speed and shares are going up rapidly.
Even .on the international exchanges: New York, Paris, London
and Berlin, many Swedish securities are #traded. Huge sums
were- invested in Swedish shares by the United States, Great
Britain, Holland and even by Switzerland and Germany.

This is the economic background againsi which the conflict
between labour and capital is being fought out in Sweden.
When, at the beginning of the new year, the collective agree-
ments of various trade unions lapsed, the reformists brought ali
their efforts to bear in order to prolong them. In spite of the
* miserable wages paid in the iron works, it was resolved for
these above all to prolong the agreement for another year.
The bourgeoisie and the Social Democrats were jubilant.

But to the great distress of the reformists the workers in the
ore mines and in the cellulose factories preferred to annul the
agreement which expired one month later, on February Ist
of this year. The workers in the mines demanded an increase
of wages, while the employers insisted upon a reduction from
- 10% to 25%.
~ The same thing happened in the cellulose industry. The
‘negotiations, which began long before the fermination of the
agrecment, led to no result. The pian of the emplovers and of

the relormists was intended chiefly to liquidate the conilict,
which involved eighteen thousand workers, in order {o be able
then to deal more easily with the four or live thousand workers
engaged in the mining conilict. In this way the refomist leaders
assisted the employers to cause a split on the side of labour,
instead of uniting 1.

As the negotiations of the intermediaries led io no result,
a government commission was set up to try, as usual, to rescue
the profits of the employers. 1t is characteristic of the represen-
tatives of the trade-union council, the chairman Torberg and the
secretary Johannson that they did everything they could to in-
duce the representatives of the workers in the paper industry to
make the greatest possible concessions. Among the delegates
of the workers, however, there were at these negotiations two
Communists who would not accept the proposals of the me-
diating commission. The employers declared that if consent was
not forthcoming by January 30th, the workers in the saw mills
would also be dismissed, 1. e. 70,000 to 80,000 workers would
be thrown onto the streets, These measures were obviously de-
vised for the purpose of depleting the trade-union funds as
soon as possible.

But the reformists and the employers made a mistake. Our
Party called upon the workers to vote against the arbitration
award and, in spite of the wvsual rabid agitation on the part
of the Social-Democratic press, which openly took the part of
the employers, the proposals of the commission were rejected
by a majority of more than two thirds of all votes. The feeling
in favour of the resolution was transformed into a fighting
spirit. The conflict now involves about 50,000 workers.

In mining the workers defended their demands steadfastly
from the beginning. All attempts :at mediation were wrecked
by their resistance. Furthermore, the workers in the ore mines
at Norrbotten have declared a sympathy strike, in spite of the
fact that their wages are without doubt the highest in the whole
country. In that district, too, there prevails a sturdy fighting
spirit, which is largely atiributable to the strong influence of
the local communists. )

As far as the vlatform of the Communist Party is concerned,
it contains the following points which the Party formulated in
a manifesto distributed widely among the masses:

Support of the fighting workers by the whole of the prole-
tariat. The central trade-union organisations have no right to
conclude agreements which contain no concessions to the
workers. The trade-union council must exert all its power for
a victory of the workers. In all workers’ premises free meals
must be given to the families of workers on strike and relief
funds for the payment of rent must be organised. United and
determined fight of all Labour organisations against the attempts
to gag the trade-union organmisations by coercive laws,

The Communist Party calls upon its members to carry on
from the towns a broad campaign for the material support of
the strikers, to organise meetings and demonstrations, so that
the atfention of all workers, no matter what camp they may
belong to, may be drawn to the fight; to declare that this is
a common affair of the whele of the working class and that
the fight of the Swedish workers is a part of the international
fight against capital.

The latter activity will help to clear up the question of
the support which the comrades in the Soviet Union are re-
mitting to the Swedish miners federation. This support has been
treated with disapprobation not only by .the bourgeoisie but also
by the reformists. The workers, on the other hand, have na-
turally appreciated this brotherly help. In general the under-
standing with the miners of the Soviet Union served to en-
hance the fighting spirit and to promote international trade-
union solidarity.

It is quite clear that the reformists are doing their best to
destroy this undersianding. We are convinced that this attempt
at sabotage will not succed. The fight whereby the capitalists
desire to defeat the industrial workers in order to weaken their
resistance and to force through the execution of measures of
coercion against the trade-unicn movement, is still in pro-
gress. This fight will only tend to enhance the militant enthu-
siasm of the workers and the influence of the Communists ana
considerably increase the comprehension of the significance of
national and international trade-union unity.
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The Anti-Imperialist Struggle in
South Afriea and the I. C. U.

By H. Rathbone.

In spite of the reactionary policy of Kadalie, ihe leader
of the South African native workers union the 1. C. U. (Indu-
strial and Commercial Union), in expelling all members from
the 1. C. U. who are Communists and in spite of his policy
of identifying himself completely with the reformist leaders both
in England and in Europe generally while on his recent visit
from South Aifrica, evenis in South Alrica are forcing the . C. U.
into a position in which, it its leadership does noi come out
clearly on the side of the anti-imperialist siruggle with all the
implications that that step would involve, its intiuence amongst
the native workers will rapidly decline.

A temporary compromise on the struggle between the
British and the Dutch capitalists as to which should be the
predominant exploiters of the South African native peoples,
expressed as it was in the Flag controversy, has now been
reached. This leaves the way clear for an agreement to be
come to between the two white capitalist groups to intensify
this exploitation of the native peoples. This will be done by
the four Anti-Native Bills which will shortly come up before
the South African Parliament again for decision. These bills
will, on the one hand, intensify the exploitation of the native
peasant and, on the other hand, are designed to force him from
off his land in order to make him seek employment from the
capitalist industries and mines in the towns.

Therefore the 1. C. U. in the first place, owing to its recent
efiorts to get membership in the agricultural areas will be
forced into taking a very militant attitude against these bills
if it is to retain any of the membership it may have gained in
these areas.

Secondly the leaders of the white labour movement have
still more clearly shown their esseniial antagonism towards the
native movement in full agreement with the imvrerialists. The
South Aifrican Labour Party at its'last Annual Congress in
the first days of January had before it a proposal to alfer its
constitution in order to shove off the *day still further when
it expected to be .able to introduce Socialism. An immediate
advance to Socialism, so the report to the conference ran, is
“in no country more incongruous than in South Africa... gar-
risoned by a handful of white people, living a civilised life
superimposed upon a proletariat of black men gradually evol-
ving from barbarism”. (Cape Argus, 3. 1. 28.) Accordingly due
regard must be taken, so continued the report, “of the differences
in the fundamental conditions imposed by the presence of an
cverwhelming native population still for the most part in the
most primitive stage of development, side by side with a-small
European population -~ whose standards of life must be main-
tained and improved”. (Our emphasis, H. R.)

"So only the white workers standards must be “maintained
and improved”. The natives —- well they are still hardly beyond
the stage of “barbarism”. Further, the advocacy of Socialism
raises ‘inconvenient questions as to how Socialism for the white
workers only would benefit the native population; for naturally
Sccialism is impossible for the latter because they are still “in
the most primitive stage of development”.

So the Labour Pariy cynically abandons the last preience
of serving the workers’ cause and thus openly agrees to share
with the exploiters in the most fearful and dastardly exploita-
tion of the native peoples.

Though these proposed alterations from which we have
quoted were not apparently discussed at the Conference, yet
it is clear from other facts that these alterations really express
the policy of the Labour Party. For not only is ihe Labour
Party in favour of the Anti-Native bills now being put for-
-ward by the Hertzog Government of which they are a part,
but they have even proclaimed their intention of moving an
amendment to a Women’s Eniranchisement Bill now before the
South African Pariiament, in order fo restrict the franchise to
European women. As a certain number of the natives in the
Cape Province still have the right to vote, the extension of the
franchise 1o womien under this bill would have meant the
enfranchisement of many of the native women in this province.
(Times, 4. 2. 28) '

The so-called “Left Wing” ol this Lacour Party is no
better. For one of their E. C. members, Kentridge, prominent
in this so-called “Left Wing”, in an interview with the Cape
Argus, 30. 12, 27, said that the Pact Government should concern
itself “with an agreed programme for raising the standard of
life in this country and creating conditions which will assist
the white people and make this a white man’s country in fact
and not merely in name”. Not a word about “assisting” the
native peoples or about assisting them to raise their standard of
life, but merely a purely imperialist ideology oi keeping the
native exploited by the capitalists. ‘

Now the British Labour Party through oue oi its so-called
Left Wingers, Beckett after his visit to South Alrica, has appro-
ved of the attitude of the South African Labour Party. Can
then the I. C. U. expect anything irom the British Labour Party?

Thirdly the South African white Trades Union Congress
have rejected the application of the 1. C. U. for affiliation. In
rejecting this application they clearly revealed the same siand-
point as the Labour Party. For to the original application of
the 1. C. U. lor affiliation the reply was made by the T. U. C.
that the 100,000 native members of the 1. C. U. would swamp
the 30,600 white membership at present affiliated to the T. U. C.
The 1. C. U. in spite of this smack in the face turned the other
cheek by stating that they were quite willing to agree ‘to any
arrangement to preclude such an eventuality”. (For the sake of
unity this was of course the only tactic to adopt.) Yet in spite
of this they got their second smack by the final rejection of their
application. It was poinied out that this rejection was not
based really on the white T. U. C’s fear that they would be
outnumbered, but “on reasons mainly economic”. Exactly. They
were afraid for their own wages and no thought of assisting
the native workers fo raise theirs. ,

The I. C. U. in view of this situation issued a manifesto.
in this manifesto it first rejects the counter-proposal of the
T. U. C. for “periodical meetings” as “patronising”. Though
such a rejection is. but naturzl, it is of course:incorrect. For
by such meetings the native workers would have had an
excellent opportunity of still further exposing the unii-native
policy of the white trade union leaders not only to the native
workers but also to the white workers. The manifestc then,
however, goes on correctly to point out that “We are the real
working class in South Africa, the most oppressed section of
the working population, and as trade unionists we have the right
to dominate all trade union councils in which we happen to be
in the majority”. (It should be stated that the adjective ‘“real”
in the above quotation is only correct if by “real” is meant the
wost oppressed and exploited.)

But this process of forcing the 1.C.U. onto the revolu-
tionary path in spite of the reformist turn that its leadership
has {aken has just received new impetus. For the newly formed
“self-governing” stale of Southern Rhedesia has recently issued
a ban against the 1. C. U. from organising branches in its
state and has summarily deported the 1.C.U. organiser from
Southern Rhodesia. This has forced Kadalie o come cut with
some very militant statements. He says: “In spite of your ban
we shall find means as we have deone in the past fo get our
message to our fellow workers, and we shall find men and
women in your colony to raise and uphold the banner of
freedom from all forces of oppression”. With regard to the
deportation he says *“it is consistent with the best traditions
of capitalist ‘democratic’ governments the world over... free
speech is as non-existent in Southern Rhodesia as it is in
other parts oi the British Empire”. (Times, 2. 1. 28)

While we join in protest against this deportation and call
upon all workers to do the same, we would like to point out
to Kadalie that such fine sentiments about the non-existence
of free speech etc. would come better from one who had nos
suppressed free spreech in his own organisation, the I. C. U.,
by expeiling Communist Party members.

Further, we could ask Kadalie whether all these events do
not show that the Communist Party of South Alrica, which
has counsistently fought for the rights of the natives and is
proved by the evenis we have described to be the only body
confaining European elements to have undertaken this- struggle,
is correct when it stated that the I. C. U. and the native workers

.could find no hope in the British Labour. Party or in the

Amsterdam International. We have heard no protest from either
of these two bodies on these events. The Daily Herald has not
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thought it even worth while to mention, let alone to protest
against the deportation. We have had to learn the news from
the capitalist Times.

Finally we would warn Kadalie that if he does not break
completely with the policy of the Second International expressed
by him when he said, aiter expelling the members of the Com-
munist Party at the end of 1920, that “the strike weapon was
obsolete”, it he does nct realise that only a revolutionary
struggle is possible against the forces of imperialism, if he
refuses to co-operate with those who are prepared to assist in
such a struggle, if he persists in denying free speech within
his organisation while protesting against its denial by the im-
perialists, he will find himseli swept away in the revolutionary
struggle ‘which undoubtedly is coming every day nearer in
South Africa, and which he himseif is assisting by being forced
to protest against these acts of imperialist suppression which
we have described. The I. C. U. can only exist as an organ to
help the native workers if it is prepared to carry on a revolu-
tionary struggle against imperialism. The events we have des-
cribed clearly prove this.

Let Kadalie and the present leadership of the I. C. U,
it they wish to show that their protestations against imperialism
are not mere hypocrisy in order to retain their present posi-
tions ‘in the I. C. U. — let them come out and withdraw the
ban against members of the Communist Party being members
of the I. C. U. Secondly let them link up with the only other
body in South ‘Africa whose leaders are prepared to carry on
this struggle against imperialism -~ the African National Con-
gress. For only by consolidating the forces of those who are
prepared .fo struggle against the world forces of imperialism
can the native masses of Africa hope {o achieve freedom from
imperialist exploitation.

Spanish Workers in th Fight
against the Wages Tax.
By Yercovi (Barcelona).

As was expected, the fascist government of Primo de Ri-
vera has intensified its anii-working class policy.

Since its attempt in Summer of last year lorcibly to intro-
duce the nine-hour day in the textile factories of Barcelona -—
an aftempt which, thanks fo the determined attitude of the
workers, was frustrated — it has endeavoured more and more
to worsen the standard of living and working conditions of
the working class. As a matter of fact it has succeeded, with
the help of the reformists and in spite of the courageous defen-
sive fight put up by the miners, in introducing the nine-hour day
in the mines of Asturia.

This lengthening of the working day in the mines of
Asturia has naturally led to an increase in the number of un-
employed in this area. As a result the discontent of the workers
iound more and more clear expression, and the government of
Primo de Rivera resorted to a very simple means in order
to stifle the unrest — it arrested the champions of the un-
emiployed. No less than 200 active workers, among them being
20 women, were thrown into prison. .

The government however will not comtent itself with pro-
longing the working day. In order to make up the budget
it has now introduced a decree according to which a further
direct tax will be placed upon the workers: fhe wages tax.
Wages amounting to 2250 Pesetas and over will be subject
lc a deduction of 3,5 per cent. Practically all the workers are
affected by this tax.

This tax was to have come into force on the 1st of Ja-
nuary last. But the Spanish working class, in spite of the
state of emergency under which they live and in spite of the
treachery of the reformist leaders, would not and will not to-
ferate such a fax, which is to be deducted from the already ter-
ribly low wages.

The first measure of resistance was adopted by the printers
in Madrid. In {he “Prensa Grafika” printing works, where there
is 2 Communist nucleus, the whole staff went on strike against
the wages tax. This strike was concluded after two days by the
employers’ themselves undertaking to pay the tax which was to
be impcsed on the workers.

A dew days later a sirike broke out in the printing office
of the daily new papers “El Soi” and “La Voz’ and also in
the big publishing house “Calpe’ which belongs to the same
firm. the reformist leaders of the printers’ trage union, much
against their will, had to intervene in this strike. Of course they
shrank back from the consequences of this conflict and conclu-
ded a shameful compromise; they agreed that Comrade Isidoro
Ascevedo, one of the 200 strikers, and an old Communist cham-
pion, should be dismissed. -

Numerous workers’ delegations from Barcelona, Valladolid
and other towuns interviewed the Prime Minister and demanded
an alteration ol the law regarding the wages iax. Primo de
Rivera replied to them in a provocative manner, declaring that
they must first pay and keep their mouths shut, for the prinh-
ciple of authority must not be challenged: the government would
see later on whether they would modify the tfax. :

The revolutionary trade wunions of Barcelona have replied
to this challenge with a strongly worded manifesto calling upon
the workers ot to pay the tax, and if necessary to go on
strike. This appeal met with a response among the workers of
Barcelona. :

In the metal indusiry of Barcelona the workers have downed
tools. The strike is gemeral. The government is aitempiing to
crush it with every means. More than one hundred arrests have
already been carried oui. The press with the aid of the censor,
has been rendered completely silent in order to foster the be-
lief, both in Spain and abroad that everything is in the best
order. The governor of Barcelona has even resorted to releasing
all prisoners sentenced on account of petty larceny in order
that they may be employed as strike-breakers.

Nevertheless the govermment has not yet succeeded in
breaking the movement, The discontent of the working class
against the dictatorship is constantly growing. Primo de Ri-
vera’s regime is approaching evil days.

ECONOMICS

The Economic Situation in 1taly.

By Edmondo Peluso.

Once more the Fascist Government of Italy is being helped
out of a critical situation by the financial capital of the United
States. On the basis of an agreement concluded last awiumn
with English and American banks, the Bank of ltaly received
a credit of 125 million dollars; of this total, 75 millions were
guaranfeed with a gold cover by the central banks of the United
States and 50 miilions by the Morgan Eank, representing banks
of the United States and Great Britain.

Upon receiving this credit, the Fascist Government pro-
ceeded, on December 22nd, 1927, to publish a decree in regard
to the stabilisation of the lira. The new gold parity was estabh-
shed at 7919 grammes of fine gold per 100 Italian iire, cor-
responding to 19 lire to the dollar or 92.40 lire {0 the pound
sterling. By means of this manipulation of bookkeeping, debts
of the Italian Government to the Bank of Italy to the value of
4300 million lire were simply annulled.

Yet the Fascist Government failed to achieve a complete
victory in its light for the lira. The financial programme of the
Governiment provides for a complete restoration of the lira rate
in the course of a few years. But long before the lapse of this
{ime, the Fascists had to take recourse to measures to prevent
a further fall of the lira and thus to obviate an economic cata-
strophe ‘which threatened to destroy the entire Fascist regime.

The legal rate thus established by decree at a level of 92.46,
is already in excess of the “O0 rate” which the Fascist Govern-
ment had vociferously prociaimed to be the highest that could
possibly be permitted. The rate of 92.46 is a concession to the
[talian industry and was established with a view to enabling
industry to reconquer those markets which it had lost by reason
of the temporary stabilisation of the lira.

It will not be out of place here to call to mind that the

economic consequences of the deflation programme published by
Mussolini in his speech at Pesaro, have been unpleasant both
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for the industry and for the agrioulture of the country. The
Italian industry lost its markets at home and was forced to
work mainly to stocks, to decrease its output, and to dismiss
part of its workers; at the same time agriculture has run over
head and ears into debt, seeing that grain and other agriculiural
produce have been selling at a loss.

The Fascist economists declared that the stabilisation of
the rate of the lira would bring about a sinking of wholesale
and refail prices. This has not happened; prices have changed
very little, if at all. This is to be explained by the distrust o1
commercial circles in regard to the further development of the
lira. The Fascist Government, however, continues to hope that
the legal stabilisation of the rate, which affords frade a full
measure of security, will ultimately lead to a lower level of
prices. .

In this way the Fascist Government has again received the
help of  Anglo-Saxon capifal at a moment when the country
appeared to have got into an economic blind alley. For a
certain time, the Fascist Government regained the stability which
it would otherwise have lost as a result of the closing of
foreign markets to Italian goods and of the extraordinarily
serious internal ‘crisis long prevailing in the country.

This aid on the part, mainly, of the capital of the United
States, at the same time shows that the bourgeoisie regards
Fascism as a form of State administration which deserves a
full measure of confidence and support. Otherwise it could not
be explained that as~country suffering under so pronounced an
economic crisis should suddenly be accorded so great an amount
of the wherewithal to continue “paying its way”. True, the
United States, the chief creditor of Italy’s industry, are parti-
cularly interested in seeing a prosperous continuation of Fascism.

Will the success of the stabilisation be a matter of any
duration? We very much doubt it. In spite of its imperialist
guidance, Fascist Italy cannot possibly become 2 real “Great
Power” or compete with other powers, such as the United
States. Great Britain, or Germany; and that, firstly, because
Italy is very poor in mineral wealth, and, secondly, because the
output of the Italian industry only covers four-fifths of the
requirements of the home market,

Italy’s only wealth lies in its labour. As a market for the
excess of labour, Italy until quite recently exported labour to
other countries, the United States in particular. These exports
were the main facter in the country’s balance of payments. The
concentrated sweat of Italian labour came home in the form
of gold dollars or full-value sterling. This source has now dried
uv, and the surplus labour increases the considerable economic
difficulties of the country. Italy, which was over head and ears
in debt even prior to the Fascist coup, is now mortgaged to
the hilt; the mere interest on the 86,000 millions of -foreign
debts swallows up one quarter of the total annual income of
the State.

The economic instability of present-day Italy is fully
apparent. The home market suffers under the complete im-
poverishment of the working masses. Exports also decrease.
Business contracts constantly. sink in volume. The decline in
goods traffic is quite remarkable. Last year, the Italian railways
forwarded 300,000 tons less of certain goods than the yea-
before. The number of protested bills and direct insolvencies
has increased alarmingly. Official statistics report an average
of 920 insolvencies monthly between May and September 1927,
whereas the average for the corresponding period of 1926 was
only 671 and in the years 1912-—1914 no more than 596. -

The pawnbrokers’ shops, those barometers of the poverty
of a nation, show that the number of pawned articles, which
stood in July 1926 at 599,000, had risen by July 1927 to 725,000,
while the sums advanced had ‘risen from 32 to 47 million lire.

Never before was the poverty of the masses so obvious and
so terrible. In the streets of the larger ltalian towns workers
may often be seen in rags and with shoes that will barely stick
to their feet, Nor can conditions be different, if, as the official
Fascist statistics show, out of a total of three millions and a
half of industrial workers, half a million are unemployed and
another half million work only a few days in the week.

. The mechanical industry of the country is likewise a victim
of the crisis and of the inordinate taxes. In many cases the
works are equipped on highly up-to-date lines, as for instance

the Fiat automobile factory at Turin, but by reason of the impo-
verishment of -the home market and the lack of foreign pur-
chasers they cannot dispose of their goods. As to the crisis in
the Italian textile industry, enough has already been said.

In ltaly, rationalisation is not based, as in other countries,
on scientific principles, but merely consists in a reduction of
wages.

The only great technical progress achieved by Italy oi late
years is the development of the hydro-electric generation of
energy, which really represents a great national asset. Thanks
to the American capital, lent at the exorbitant rate of interest
of 7 — or, including commission, 8 or 9 — per cent., production
in this branch of industry has greatly increased and is ade-
quately centralised, but it lacks markets, for no new factories are
being “built and those in existence show no intensification of
output. And how else is the hydro-electric ‘industry of Italy to
fulfill the obligations entered into towards the Amierican userers,
without increasing the expense of the produced energy, which
would in turn increase the costs of production of the
industrial product?

It follows from the above that if Italian industry is to
regain its lost markets or resiore some degree of economic
equilibrium, there is no other way open to it than that of re-
ducing the workers’ wages.

And this is what the Fascist Governemnt is engaged in
doing, With the aid of the Fascist corporations, it has reducea
wages by 30 per cent. all along the line. The Fascist papers
have no word to say on the subject, but the result has been a
strike wave throughout Italy, from Sicily to Turin. It embraced
the miners of Sicily, the tobacco workers of Venetia, the workers
in the canned-food factories in and around Trieste, the textile®
workers of Pisa and other provinces, 10,000 metai workers in
Milan, etc. Added to this, there was the strike of 60,000 pea-
sants on the rice fields in the provinces of Vercelli and Novara
and the demonstration of peasanis and unemployed in the
neighbourhood of Venice and Piacenza and in Tuscany. The
last great strike at Gallarate ended in a collision with the
police, in which two strikers were killed and a number of
others wounded.

All these movements were of a spontaneous character and
could not be united or centralised. The resistance of the working
class to the Fascist regime is growing stronger and stronger;
the lengthy period of passivity on the part of the workers appears
to be drawing to a close. On the other hand, the Fascist rule
becomes day by day more violent. Quite apart from the fact
that the Fascists have reduced the wages, they desire to intro-
duce the payment of wages in the form of orders, as was done
in Russia during the Tsarist regime.

Parallel with this exploitation of the working masses, the
Fascist State is endeavouring to subject the entire economy of
Ttaly to its influence.

The Fascists control the imports and exnorts by means of
the banks and other credit organisations. They likewise deter-
mine what forms of industry are to be accorded State aid and
what branches are to be repressed.

Fascist intervention goes so far as to aspire to influencing
the number of births. In this connection a discussion has arisen
between Coleta, the well-known Italian sfatistician, and the
“Popolo d’Italia”. Mussolini’s paper is of opinion that Coletta, -
who bases his arguments on the undeniable recession in the
number of births, is in the wrong, demanding that the Italians
should “have as many children as possible”, though without
pointing out how this is to be managed.

“The great nation”, says Mussolini, “must endeavour to
attain a population of 60 millions, for only thus can Italy make
its power really felt.”

But the material situation of the working masses is growing
worse and worse. The sufferings of the working class are in-
creasing, while the financial oligarchy of Italy continues, with
}he 1help of Anglo-American capital, to enrich itself quite shame-
essly.
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A Conference of the C. P. of Italy.
' By N. N. (Rome).

Somie days ago there took place an information and organi-
sation Conference of the C.P. of Italy. It was the first time since
the third Party Congress, which took place in January, 1925,
that the Party was able to bring together represemation of its
organisations. This Conference was also participated in by re-
presentatives- of the Italian Communist groups in the West-
European parties. .

The Conference stated that the Communist Party of ltaly
possesses anindestructible life force and that it is winning, in-
fluence among the working masses.

The analysis of the situation in ltaly and the political
directives  which were elaborated by the Central Commitiee,
have proved to be correct. The political activity, which aimed
and stili aims at capiuring the masses and their organisalions,
at being in permanent contact with them and at advancing their
movement; was approved by the delegates and its decisive im-
portance for the Party work coniirmed.

The Conference warned the Party of deviations which the
present situation can call forth: the tendency that the Party with-

_draws ‘into .itself and . confines its activity to defending itsel
only physically, and that it even takes into consideration such
methods as. terrorist action -- be it individual action or, -be
it organised by small groups. Although these tendencies do no!
Jfind clear expression in the Party, it was nevertheless necessary
to mention them in order to be able to. extirpate them the more
quickly, These tendencies would constitute nothing else but a
reflection of the passivity of the masses and a symptom of their
discouragement.

The Conference declared the criticism by the Communist
Party of the. parties of the ‘‘democratic-anti-fascist concenira-
tion” to be correct. The Communists must continue their work
of destroying the social basis of this “‘concentration”. It would
be a shallow and wrong view {o think that {he “conceniration”
does uot exist in ltaly because the parties which are forming
it are developing their activity in the emigration.

The chief aim of the Party mwust remain that of winning
and organising the masses. Before all. tlierefore, the Trade
Union Federation (C.G.L.) must be strengthened and the fac-
tory nuclei, the industrial federations and the trade union cartels
built up.

The Conference approved the line pursued by the Com-
munist fraction of the Executive Committee of the C. G. L. both
with regard to trade union activity in ltaly and international
trade union relations.

The directives issued in 1927 for creating the leading organs
of the mass movements (workers’ commissions, agitation com-
mittees etc.) remain effective for the activity of the Party in 1928,

With regard to the so-called “socialist unity” which is at
present being propagated by two socialist parties in the emigra-
4ion, the Conference declared that this “unity” wouid only mean
the union of the leaders cf the two socialist parties, but that
proletarian unity can only be realised in I[taly, in the action
of the masses grouped round the C.G.L. The revolutionary
unity of the proletariat can find expression only in the Com-
munist Party.

The Conference -adopted two reports: one on the inter-
national situation and the other on the situation in the C.P.S.U.

The delegates emphasised the danger which the action of
the Opposition means for the consolidation of the workers’
State and for the development of the international revolution.

The Communist Party of Italy has been at its post for seven
years. It was at the head of all the fights of the proletariat.
This ‘explains why the Communist Party of Italy had to suifer
more than other parties. Three formations of the active elements
were one after another annihilated in the struggle.

Although the present leading cadres arose in the struggle,
they are still lacking the necessary political education.

The. Conference therefore emphasised the importance and
the urgency of the political educational work for all comrades,
especially for the functionaries in the leading organs. The Con-
ference also dealt with the problem of the “reserve forces” of the

ll-"ar‘ty, the courageous youth organisations and the ltalian Com-

munist groups hving abroad.

Tie entigrated ltalian Communists have the duty to prepare
ideologically for their future tasks and to develop their politice!
activity (if possible with the help of the iItalian Party and the
brother organisations to which they at present beloug). The
comrades whe live in emigration must not forget that ine Party
will need them.

The Conference has examined the measures for coasolidating
the Party, especially in the factories, and for securing its per-
maznent and immediate connection with the masses. The Party
work must be so organised that the Pacty and its organisation
remains as intact as possible in spite of the blows of the enemy.

The Conference has drawn the balance of the activity of
the C.P. of Italy and discussed its tasks in a very difficult
moment for the [talian movement. Both the Communist Inter-
national and the many thousand comrades who are languishing
in the dungeons and in places of banishment can look to the
future with confidence: The C. P. of Italy will continue to remain
at its post and lead the proletariat to victory.

THE WHITE TERROR

Our Comrades Before the Belgrade
Tribunal. .

The great trial of 25 Communists who were accused under
the Yugoslavian Defence of the Realm Act on account of mem-
bership of the illegal Communist Party. and the Young Com-
munist League, took place from the 13th to 15th February in
Belgrade. It has brought to light the terrible tortures which
were employed in order to extract confessions, and has ended
with a severe moral defeat ol the reactionary regime, as even
the court; which is naturally prejudiced against the accused,
was not able to impose the highest penalty provided by the
above-mentioned Act.

The accused bore themselves bravely before the court and
openly acknowledged their membership of the persecuted orga-
nisations. They gave terrible details regarding the customary
inhuman tortures practised in the prison of Belgrade and
completely exposed the inquisitors of the white government.

A number of the accused- admitted that by means of these,
orturse, “confessions” had been extorted from them, by which
they not only severely incriminated themselves but also other
comrades. Of course they withdrew the statements made in
these ‘“confessions” when placed before the court. Others of
the accused were likewise tortured, but the authorities did not
succeed in forcing them to incriminate others. Only a very few
of the accused escaped the toutures, some oi which were so

‘diabolical that even the torturers could not proceed further.

The Defenders in their speeches stigmatised the reactionary
police regime aud called special attention to the high moral
gualities of the accused. The accused youth comrades dealt in
their concluding speeches with the ecomomic exploitation of the
working youth in Yugoslavia and proudly and confidently
declared themselves to be members of the illegal Young
Communist League and to be only still more confirmed in
their conviction as a result of their sufferings while in prison.
The accused Kersovani and Kovatchevitch spoke of the national
oppression in Yugoslavia and the class struggles of the inter-
national proletariat. When applause was heard among the
public in the court room, several persons were removed from
the court by gendarmes. The accused Dr. Sima Markovitch
refuted the attacks of the Public Prosecutor on the Soviet Union.
The secretary of the Independent Trade Unions. Lazar Stefa-
novitch pointed out that the police attempted to compromise
the Independent Trade Unioms by means of the persecution
directed against him, .

Five of the accused. i. e. Ivan Brijatchek, Jossip Cazi,
Nikola Kotur, Pavel Kovatchevitch and Josip Redebolja were
each sentenced to five years hard labour; nine of the accused,
among them being Ottocar Kersovani, were each condemned
to six months hard labour; four of the accused, on account
of their youth. were condemned to 3 months hard labour.
The remaining seven accused, among them Sima Markovitch

and Lazar Stefanovitch had to be acquitted. In all 31 years and

4 months imprisonment were imposed.
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" The condemned heard the :pronouncement of the sentences
proudly “and’ ‘calmly.. 1The court officials’ could - not prevent
enthusiastic cries being addressed to them from among 'the
public.. “We ‘will not forget ‘you, brothers”; was heard from
their class comrades who were present in the court,

In the three trials which formed part of the great procee-
dings, the editor Schlesinger and the jurist Dr. Kussovatz had
to be acquitted, Comrade Rada -Vuyovitch, who still maintained
his statements regarding the tortures 10 which tie was subjected

in " the prisons “of Belgrade,’ was- condemned to nine ‘months -

imprisonment. ‘

,"_I{‘_‘he;]?‘r(’mé‘(:ad.ings at the Trial of ;
“ 7 MBoris, Stefanov.. ,

R We publish below a report of the proceedings
of the trial which we take from the Vienna “Rote
Fahne” of 16th February. Ed. ; L

The trial of Boris Stefanov and Comrades was -accompanied
by an intensification. of -the  terror against the workers’ orga-
nisations; the arrest-of the young workers Arnmoldi and Com-
mades; the expulsion from the ‘country of the French lawyers
Junker and Delbert who had arrived in order to defend the
accused; fresh attacks qn the. unitarian trade unions, imposition
of military preventative censorship in Kishinev and in fact a
new control of the Bucharest press.

By the. condemnation of Stefanoy and Comrades the bour-

geoisie not only attempted to justify the suppression of the Com-.

munist Party of Roumania and the persecution of the Unitarian
trade unions; it attempted to ittake use of the trial for the pur-
poses’ of “anti-Soviet incitement. The : charge brough{ against
Stefanov : was that of “high treason, committed by having con-
nection- with - the enemy (the .Soviet Union) for the purpose of
bringing about the military invasion of a foreign power for
the “occupation of  Bessarabia “and“for- the overthrow of “the
existing order; crifhes against the security of the State within
the meaning of the Defence of the Realmi Act”. The other accused,
Comrade Zacharescu, student, and the workers Comrades Ladis-
laus. Luka, Josef Hles. and: Johann Gruja wete acgused of com-
mitting. crimes against_the security of the State and the existing
social - order - by “having’-carried ' on - Commiinist' propaganda
activity.

The prosecuiion was placed in the hands of the royal
commissioner and a professional hangman, Major Hotineau.

Already at the cross-examination of the accused the com-
plete collapse of the indictment became apparent. 1he attitude
of the ‘accused constituted an ‘example how revolutionary
workers have to behave before the class court.

Thus Comrade Stefanov declared in his
occupied three idays of the proceedings:

speech, which

“The suppression of the Communist Party of Rou-
mania was carried out by decree and by making use of
the State of Emergency, which however, since the end of
the. war, is void of any legal basis. The bourgeoisie had
also crushed and deprived of their legality, not only the
trade umion organisations, but even the spori and cultural
organisations of the working class. No suppression and
no persecution can intimidate the Communist Party of

.. .Roumania or stifle its activity for organising and preparing
. the masses for -obtaining power by overthrowing the
existing regime and setting up the workers’ and peasants’
government, in spite of the conditions of illegality. The
Communist Party is working underground for the time
being, nevertheless it never abandons its right to legality.

I entirely associate myself with the programme of the
Communist Party of Roumania, and therefore also acknow-
ledge the right to seli-determination of suppressed peoples,
even up to the complete separation from the State. It is a
matter of course that my standpoint in the Bessarabian
.question is in accordance with this fundamental principle
of my Party”.

He declared in conclusion:

« “Instead .of us there should be in the dock -those who
bring the-charges against us in the interest of a corrupt

and rotten regime, a profit-mongering; blood-thirsty ruthless
‘bourgeoisie. : . .
No less firm was the attiiude. of the other comrades. They
devoted their speeches mainly to dealing with the role of the
reformists, who are protecied by the bourgeoisie. Along with
Stefanov they proclaimed their solidarity with the Communist
Party of Roumania and the Communist International. Comirade
Luka declared: ‘ ‘ . L
., “The hands ol this brutal justice is stained with the
blood. of . innumerablé workers. Our .Comrade Pavel Tka-
tchenko (here all, the accused rose from their seajs) was
- most foully murdered by the scoundrels of the Siguranza.
.. During the Hungarian Commune 1 was a soldier of the
Hungarian Red Army and fought with all my strengih for
thé victory of the Hungarian proletgriat, and shall unde-
- terred.devote all my powers to the victory of the Roumanian
proletariat.” : . . .

- Comrade llles dealt mainly with the position of the Hun:
garian workers in Transylvania, and .described the double oppres-
stow -under which they have to suffer: exploitation by capital,
and national oppression by the ruling regime. As the example
of Russia shows, only the victory of the proletariat under' the
leadership of the Communist Party will bring about a' just
solution - of the national: question. :

- Comrade Zacharescu described the role of the anti-semitic
fascist students, who are a tool in the hands of the Liberal
government which is interested in- organising pogroms.

At the hearing of the evidence of witnesses, a number of
trade union organised workers, to the great embarrassment of
the court, described the medieval cruelties of the Siguranza.

In face of the evidence of these witnesses the court was
compelled to acknowledge the fact of the torturing on the
accused and thus to withdraw the basis from the indictment
and to pronounce a judgment against the Siguranza and itself.

Nothing proves better the superiority of the accused and
the complete annihilation of the .ndictment than the fact that
the Public Prosecutor finally withdrew the charge relating 1o
the slogan of the right of seli-determination of the nationalities.
This collapse which the Roumanian.class justice, and with .it
the ruling bourgeoisie, suffered did not prevent it from con-
demmning the leaders of the Roumanian working class to long
terms of imprisonment. : : .

Comrade Stefanov was condemned to eight years penal
servitude 'and Comrade Zacharesci to seven years ;penal
servitude.

The other accused who were present had to be acquitted.
Comrade Lisa Dijour was sentenced in her absence 1o ten
years imprisonment. ‘ ‘

The trial proves that the Communist Party of Roumania, in
spite of all blows and in spite of the severe losses, continues
to live, is succeeding even in illegality in maintaining its in-
fluence over the proletariat of Roumania and continuing th
fight for the winning of its legality. :

The Fight in Defence of the
Hromada.

The greatest trial of Polish justice ‘will begin in' Vilna ‘in
February this year. Five -hundred White Russian workers,
peasahts and intellectuals, will appeared before the court under
the ‘accusation of having been members of the Hromada, the
White Russian Peasant and Workers’ party. What was the
Hromada? It was the organisation of the working masses of
White Russia. The Hromada had set itself the {ask of con-
ducting - the fight against the . oppression exercised by the
landowners and the bourgeoisie; it proclaimed the slogan of the
workers’ and . peasants government.. The Hromada - demanded
that the extensive estates, which owed their existence to ‘the
distress and exploitation of the seridom of the White Russian
and - Lithuanian peoples, be divided among the' peasants
without indemnification. The Hromada carried on a fight for
the unification of White Russian territory under a Workers’ and
Peasants’ government. The Hromada was energetically opposed
to the. Polish policy of colonisation,: it demanded schools with
V](:-hite Russian methods of education for the White Russiak
children. Co N
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-Whilst advocating the national liberation of the White
Russians and struggling, not only for the social freedom of
the latter, but also for their national rights, for their own
language, for schools of their own, the Hromada kept aloof
from any national chauvinism, rooting. on the contrary, the
conviction in the White Russian masses that the Polish peasants
and workers-are by no means their enemies, that their enemies
are no other but the Polish bourgeoisie, the landowners and
the authorities devoted to those classes. The Hromada pro-
cldimed indefatigably and throughout the country, its solidarity
with the masses of Polish workers who are in the same ‘way
siruggling against capitalist opnression throughout Poland.

. With that slogan and thanks to its incessant struggle for
it, the Hromada gained an extraordinary popularity among the
White Russian people in the two years of its legal activity
(from Arril 1925 to March 1927). In March 1927, the number
of its village groups (the so-called Hurtkan) exceeded 2000, the
total number of its members reached 160.000. That gigantic
develonment of the truly revolutionary organisation for the
freedom of the pronle inspired the Polish bourgeoisie and the
landowners with. panic fear. Hundreds .of articles appeared in
the . Polish reactionary newsnapers, directed against the legal
existence of the Hromada. The leaders of the latter, especially
the deputies of the Hromada, were denounced by those scribblers.
who demanded day by day that the Hromada be deprived of
its legality. They pointed out the social and political danger
and even the danger of war by which the Polish bourgeoisie
was threatened in consequence of the activities of the Hromada.

The whole action was carried on under the lead of the
Government camp. As a matter of fact, the government ol
Marshal Pilsudski ordered an action in 1927, the object of
which was to annihilate the legal activity of the Hromada by
means of wholesale arrests and by prohibiting membership
of the Hromada. The Government did not shrink from arresting
the parliamentary reporesentatives of the Hromada. although the
Constitrtion prescribes the inviolability of the deputies. Rak-
Michailovski. Taraszkievicz, Volosvn ani Miotla. deputies of
the. Hromada. and Holovacz, a White Russian deputy of the
Indevendent Peasant party were arrested on Tanvary 14th 1927.
At the same time, 800 active members of the Hromada were
arrested, amongst them the nre-eminent leaders of the organisa-
tion of the neasants and White Russian intellectuals, the White
Russian teachers and the cultural leaders. Neither was the White
" Russian Co-operative Bank and the Society of the White Russian
School spared house searches and arrests.

The fact that 692 searches were made in five White Russian
factories in the course of three days, i. e. until January 17th,
as has. been reported by the official Telegraph Agency, is
evidence of the scale on which those counter-measures were
carried out. Although that action as a whole did not at all
lead to the result the defensive had expected from it, as no
material was found on the grounds of which an accusation
couid be brought against the Hromada, be it even in accordance
with the articies of Tsarist law — or just because of that
negative resu't. the rumour was spread that the Hromada had
been fornd guilty of espionage and that its was an oragnisation
of “naid agents from Moscow”. The police and proyocative
agents. who will anpear as witnesses for the prosecution, will
repeat these accusations at the trial.

Fndeavours are being made, by systematically reneating that
empty ta'k. 1o defame the Hromada in the eves of the working
masses of Poland. which have been in solidarity with the
movement of the White Russian masses for their national and
social freednm. The immerialist Governments are now stirring
up one natinn against the other in order to destrov the class
solidaritv of the working masses, just as the Tsarist Govern-
ment had done. -

That manoeuvre was not able to deceive the vigilance of
the masses. The working masses of ‘Poland are realising that
they cannot win social freedom unless they fight in common
with the working masses of the oppressed peovles, They are
realising that the legal .proceedings against the five deputies of
the peasant ant working class, which are taking place on the
‘eve of the election to the new Seim. are a continuation of the
attack on the franchise of the working masses.

Now. on the eve of the trial of 500 leaders of the Hromada,
who will have to defend themselves before the Polish court on
the basis of the Tsarist legislation which has been aholished
in Russia by the revolution but is still in force in Poland, we,

the representatives of the revolutionary organisations of Poland,
raise a protest against' that infamous trial in the face of the
whole world. Together with the masses of workers of White
Russia, we maintain that, by bringing before the court the
500 representatives and leaders of the most numerous organi-
sations of the White Russian people, persons from all the
different districts of the furthest West of White Russia, the
Polish Government is at the same time bringing a charge
against the White Russian people of striving to put into efect
the right of all peoples, the right of national self-determination,
a charge of demanding that the landless peasants should receive
land without indemnification. :

The point of the legal proceedings instituted against the
Hromada is directed against the working class of Poland. In
the name of the Polish parties organised in the Inter-Party
Secretariat for fhe -figlit for the: amnesty of political prisotiers,
we call upon the working masses of all the nations residing
on Polish territory fo' joif- in 4 ‘mass protest.

We demand that the trial of the Hromada be abandoned.

We demand that the deputies and all the accused in that
trial be released. '

We demand the release of all political .prisoners.
Long live the international solidarity of the proletariat!
The fraction of Communist deputies.
The Club of the deputies of the In-
dependent Peasant party. -

The Ukrainian Socialist Union of Pea-
sants and Workers “Sel-Rob”.

The Left wing of the Polish Socialist
Party. v
The Independent Socialist Labour Party.
The Left wing of the Jewish S. D. La-
bour Party “Poale Zion”.
The Polish Freethinkers’ Union.

DOCUMENTS

The XV. Party Congress and the
Rural Work of the C. P. S, U.
Theses of the Agitprop of the E. C. C. 1

The Opportunist View of the Peasant Question.
1. Throughout the history of the struggle between revolu-

tionary Marxism and copportunism in Russia, the question of

the relations between the working class and the peasantry was
one of the main objects of discussion. The revolutionary Marxist
theory deemed it both essential and possible that the prole-
tariat should place itsell at the head of the broad working
wasses for the purpose of leading them against the Tsarist
regime, which was allied with the Russian bourgeoisie by a
thousand ties. On the other hand the opportunists, taking
refuge behind references to the petty-bourgeois character of the
peasantry and ignoring the inability of the bourgeoisie (as an
ally of Tsarism and the landowners) to support the cause of
ihe peasants' at all effectively, thought it inevitable that the
peasants would follow this bourgeoisie., In reality the oppor-
{unists thus renounced the task of a proletarian guidance of
the peasants in their struggle and preferred to leave such
guidance to the bourgeoisie. C

When, contrary to the predictions of the opportunists, the
prolefariat had achieved the revolution at the head and with
ihe help of the working peasantry — especially at the time of
the economic rise on the basis of the New Economic Policy —
ine Russian and international opportunists did not tire of
maintaining with obstinate persistence that the proletariat of the
Soviet Union was incapable of preserving and consolidating the
bloc with the peasantry, that it would not succeed in guiding
the development of the peasant economy, and that the peasants
would inevitably follow the bourgeois elements and pursue the
way of capitalist economy.

The Russian Mensheviki maintained and still maintain that’
the peasantry of the Soviet Union is developing economically
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by the formation of small-capitalist farms known as kulak
farms, and that this was the only possible way for it to develop;
also that this capitalist development of the great mass of the
peasantry must inevitably lead the Soviet Union back to capi-
talism and thus bring about the overthrow of the Soviet Go-
vernment.

Bauer and Levi have repeatedly attempted to prove in detail
that, in spite of all the efforts of the Russian Communists, the
small-farm economy of Russia would finally gain the upper
hand, -that the proletariat would be forced to comply with the
wishes of the capitalistically inclined peasantry, so that the
“interesting experiment”. would end in failure, Every bourgeois
newspaper regards it as axiomatic that the peasantry of the
Soviet Union must necessarily develop along capitalist lines
anfl looks upon this as an irrefutableé proof of the necessity of
a “Thermidor”. In a ‘word, the fundamental conviction of the
bourgeoisie and the Social Demccrats in regard to the question
of development in the Soviet Union, begins and ends with the
idea that a movement of the peasantry in the direction of’ So-
cialism is "impossible, while their development in a capitalist
direction, such as has always been characteristic of the small-
farm economy, is inevitable.

Lenin’s Perspective.

2. On the other hand, Lenin and the C. P. S. U. visualised
the development of the great bulk of small peasant farms in
the sense of their union in the form of large-scale co-operative
undertakings. In the first place such a union was to serve the
purpose of comprehending and organising the collective pre-
paration and marketing of farm produce, the distribution. of
means of production, etc. Secondly, the co-operative societies of
the peasants were to serve the purpose of the common purchase
and employment of the most up-to-date agricultural machinery,
the ‘joint tillage of the soil, and the gradual substitution of
great collective enterprises for the small separate peasant farms.

In this way there is created the possibility of a Socialist
formation of peasant economy in the place of a capitalist de-
vélopment. Such a prath of development has of course only
been rendered possible by the fact that the proletarian revolution
has replaced the bourgeois-capitalist 'industry with its com-
mlerce, etc., by 'a  socialised industry with banks and commerce
nationalised by the proletariat, and the ‘bourgeois-capitalist ad-
ministration o6f agriculture, with its enslavement of the bulk
of the peasantry and its encouragement of the growth of the
small kulak canitalist. by a Socialist administration with a
repression of the kulak, a support of the village noor. and a
systematic and all-round promotion of the collective develop-
ment of agriculture,

The Menshevist Standpoint of the Trotzkyists in the Light of
Actual Development.

3. Prior to the Party Congress, one of the most pronounced
signs of the complete desertion of the Troizky Opposition to
the camp of the Menshevists was the fact that in regard to
the prospects of development among the peasants the Opposi-
tion was at one with Bauer. Levi, the Russian Social Democrats,
the “Vorwirts”, etc. Trotzky recognised ‘“the nature of the
present period of our policy” to lie in the fact that “with the
present means of our industry we are not in a position to
collective agriculture”, and must therefore - “allow of the de-
velopment of the productive forces by the aid of capitalist
methods”. Smilga, a former oppositional member of the Central
Committee, was altogether Menshevistic in his ridicule of the
idea that the development of peasant economy in the Soviet
Union could possibly ensue on any other than capitalist lines.
He designated the ovinion that in our State.everything was
altogether different from what it was in other countries as
“an erroneous assumption”. He considered it a mistake to
believe that matters could be one way in a capitalist State and
quite another way in a Socialist one.

The theses of the Opposition in regard to the work of
the C. P. S. U. in the village attempted, in agreement with the
entite bourgeois and Menshevist literature,, to prove that in its
bulk the Soviet peasantry was progressing along capitalist
lines and that the entire countryside was being turned into a
aumber of enriched kulak farms on-the one hand and a mass
"~ of impoverished semi-proletarians (dependent upon  the said

kulaks) on the other. The Opposition maintained that the middle
peasants were losing their predominant importance and that
the ground, the cattle, the agricultural implements, and the
influence in the peasant organisations were all passing into
the hands of the kulaks.

4. Reality easily confutes this Menshevist opinion as to the
development of the village in the Soviet Union. The XV Party
Congress declared in a resolution that a fight is in. progress
in the rural districts between the capitalist and the Socialist
tendencies. On the one hand the wealthy peasants are profiting
by the freedom of trade and their superior resources for the
purpose of enriching themselves yet further by exploiting the
poor, weak farms (in employing the poorer peasants as la-
bourers, lending them money, seedcorn, etc, at a high rate
of interest, and hiring their cattle and agricultural implements).
The consequence is a partial growth of the kulak. farms and
the proletarianisation of some part of the poorer peasants or
in other words what is known as a differentiation of the pea-
santry. Thus the number of what, according to the conditions
of Russian villages, would be designated as “big” farms (with
an arable area of more than 10 desyatines) rose from 2.8 per
cent. cf the total number of farms in 1925 to 3.9 per cent. in
1026. At the same time a certain proportion of the smaller
peasant undertakings became “proletarian”, the number  of
farms without arable ground rising from 4.7 per cent. in 1925
to 5 per cent. in 1926,

On the other hand, thanks to the Socialist administration
by means ol the urban State industries, to the credit system,
and to the commercial apparatus, the development of the rural
districts cannot move in a direction of a growth of kulak
farming, a’ proletarianisation of the village poor, and an absorp-

_tion of the most numerous middle class of peasants. Contrary

to the capitalist line of development in the rural districts we
actually see another direction of progress, for, . alongside a
partial increase of the capitalist kulak elements and a conse-
quent differentiation of the peasantry, we see a process of ame-
lioration as regards the bulk of poor farms, a process of growth
as regards the co-operatives of the middle and poorer peasantry.
The proletarian towns, which through their State and co-
operative organisations have the purchase and sale of the bulk
ot the rural produce in their own hands, which furnish the
peasants with industrial products and- grant them credits, which
distribute according to class principles, restricting the kulaks in
cvery possible way and promoting the rural poor by special
means, exercise an appreciable and decisive influence on the
development of the village. .

The following table furnishes some idea of the general
results ol the fight between the various tendencies of develop-
ment in the village.

Percentage Proportion of the Farms and the Arable Area
(in the R. S, F. S. R).

Farmsw. Farmsw. Farmsw.
2 desyat. of 2—10 upw. of 10
land and  desyat.of desyat.of  Together
under land land
1925 38.7 58.5 2.8 100
1926 35.1 61 3.9 100

As will be seen, the group of peasants owning a middle-
sized area is not only not on the decline through turning into
kulaks or poor peasants, but is rather increasing its relative
importance. II we take into consideration that the group of
poor peasants has slightly decreased. it will be obvious that
we have here a growth of some of the poor farms into farms
of the middle category. Though some of the poor peasants have
been “proletarianised”, a larger proportion has on the other
hand experienced a change for the better. The same result of
a rise on the part of the bulk of the poor farms and a con-
solidation on the part of the middle ones appears to be con-
firmed by the fact that the quota of farms without cattle receded
beiween the economic year 1923/24 to 1925/26 from 17 to
15 rer cent. of the total number of farms, while that of farms
with not more than two head of cattle moved from 63 to
60 per cent. and that of farms with from two to four head .
of cattle from 18 to 22 per cent. This all shows that the outcome
of the struggle in progress between various. tendencies in the
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village amounts in general to a step forward for Socialist con-
struction. o o E ' ’
.. The socialist leadership of the development of the village
is proving itself capable of preventing the proletarianisation of
the main mass of the small undertakings and the absorption of
the middle groups. This is also conhrmed by the success in
the development of the agricultural co-operatives, which organise
the marketing. of the products of the peasants and the provision
of the . peasants with agricultural machinery. Already at: the
commencenient of the year 1925 jive million peasant farms, i..e.
about 30 per cent, of their total number, were organised in the
agricyltural co-operatives. At the present time this percentage
has increased still further. ' :
N R R . . . L

On the: Way to Collective Big' Undertakings. .

5. In view of the economic strengihening of the bulk of the
poor and muddje groups and the growth of the co-operative
movement, the Xv Jlarty Congress was in a position con-
cretely and comprehensively to auack the problem of a transition
of agricultural actvity by the peasantry from small separate
farms to laige colleciive enterprises. 1he most important pre-
sumption for the inception of this matfer was the increase in
the guiding, and reguiating role ¢xercised by the proletariat in
regard to agriculture.

‘this increased infiuence was expressed firsily in the
lact that the Stale ana co-operative orgamisations had gained
coniroi. of the great majority (more than two ‘thirds) o agri-
cultural prouucs by ousung private capital and getting into
thejr hanus the price reguauon for such commodities. Secondly
it found -exprission in ine fact that the rural aisiricts are now

direcuy suppiiea with articles of urban produciion to more tnan -

50 per cend. py iie Sialte and co-operative trading organisafions.
Finaily, the naustrial orgamisauons of the oStae are now
adopung the system of direct oraers, by way of the co-operaiive
organisations, 0. the peasants for the delivery of definite quan-
tiies of pronouncedly agricultural prodaucts such as cotton,
beet-root, or iax, making special agreuments as to the quality
of the goods and assisting ihe peasanis to execute the orders
in quesuon by a loan ol money, agricuitural machinery, and
the like. in thus connection the biate organisations make arran-
gements in their contracts for improved methods of production,
and thus at the same time promote the development ol the
peasant farms.

This new method of a guiding influence of Socialist industry
on peasant farming is of special importance in that it renders
possible the direct regulation of the economic development of
the rural districts. 10 what extent this regulating process
of peasant production has already progressed, is to be seen
from the fact that the State sugar trust alone has, via the
co-operative organisations concluded agreements with 900,000,
peasants; the State textile industry with: 750,000; the State
linen industry with 150,000; and so forth. The contracts
in question .are on a collective basis, the order being
given to peasants united in a particular co-operative organi-
sation, which latter are entrusted with the distribution of the
requisite machinery, the control of execution, the despatch and
delivery of the agricultural commodities, and thus also with the
organisation and co-ordination of the peasant production.

0. Under the guidance and with the assistance of the. pro-
letarian State, millions of peasant farms are preparing for the
collectivisation of agriculture. The poor and middle peasants
are beginning to realise the impossibility of a development of
their little farms without the introduction of collective large-
scale farming.

The introduction of tractors. and ‘other complicated agri-
cultural machines, the achievements of the great Soviet farms,
the development of the co-operative system, are all {actors
entailing and promoting a mass movement towards collectivism.
If formerly the collective farm was no, more than an.isolated
phenomenon in rural economy, the simplest forms of collective
economy, at any rate, are now to be -seen everywhere. The
irst indications of a mass movement towards collectivism are
to be recognised in the fact that one million persons are already
organised on collective farms, in communities, and in smaller
societies for the purpose of a co-operative cultivation of the
soil,- as -also’ in production-cartels and the like. Besides this,

the smaller machinery, land improvement, hélfse-breeding so-
cieties and the like,” comprise ‘no less than omne million peasant
farms. The growth of these organisations is progressing rapidly-
on all hands, the number of members increasing sevenfold it
two years. ’ ’ o R

All this points to the fact that the possibility of an intro-
duction of collective-estate farming on-the basis of a technical
reconsiruction of a constantly increasing number of peasant
farms is a practical and immediate question, The promgtion. of
this process has been set up by the XV Party Congress as a
main  iiem on the programme of the Party in the direction -of
agricultural production. R -

NS

7. If the increase in the Socialist management of the village
by the town and the exploilation of this management for the
purpose of converting the coliectivisation of the peasant farms
into a general process is the main task of Soviet constructional
work. in ihe viiage, it 1S unuouoiedaty a task wich 1s c;osely
coniecied wil e furiher €alcusive alld rauiCat aitdck Onl tue
capliafist ang Kiiak eiements in rural econouly. 1hanks to the
poucy of the irarty in ihe vilage, ine viuage poor Liave greatly
inCredsed err acuvity, collivunng 10 forul "gmuys © o con-
nection with the rurair Soviels, eacnuing, iieir iNuuecnce 10 e
onliCidai Organs, consoidatily inel rewadOons waul ine middie
peasuins, and MUs ‘Deping o isoaie e Kihak ewnens, Having
eslaprisfied the exisience Of suchl a poiltical ana sovial irame-
work 1 tne vilages, the ' AV farty  Longress resolved to
“enect a series Of new measures 1or tne purpose of reswicting the
aeveropinent of €apiraiiSm ‘i 1ne vikbage and of guwunyg the
peasan: tarms in ine direction of Sociansm.”

Anmtong these measures, tie fouuwing deserve special
imention: 1. lhe exempiion, already aecieeu, of 50 per cent.
ol the peasant farms \i. €. pracucally ail iie poOr peasants)
irom the payment oi the agricultural ax, comoned wih sieps
jowards ine greater taxatiun oi the weil-to-uo strata; 2. tne
esiapiishment, with the co-operaiives, of an exienswe system of
joaming statons with a view to supplying the peasants with
agricwral machinery. on easy {erms; 3. ihe increased accor-
dance of creaits to the village poor; 4. the restriction of land
tenancies to ‘not more than ien years; 5. the necessity of de-
priving the kulaks of their vote in the “rural association”, i. €.
the assemblies of peasants ‘for the purpose of aeciding the
question of a distribution. and utilisation of land in the re-
spective village areas. ’ :

The Cuit‘ural-lmprovemeni of the Soviet Villagc.v

8. Besides the questions of an economic, social, and: poli-
tical improvement of the rurai districts, the XV Farty Con-
gress aiso dealt with the problem oif a liquidation of the
cultural backwardness ol the -peasantry. To gam some idea
as to the extent of this backwardness it suificcs to point out
that 43 per cent. of the male and 60 per cent. of the female
population of the rural distri¢ts are illiterate. This illiteracy
and lack of culture are grave obstacles in the way of Socialist
construction, so that an augmentation of cultural and political
enlightenment js essentiai. .

the XV Party Congress therefore’ emphasised the mne-
Céssity of a number of ‘measures for the cultural improvement
of the rural districts, including “steps towards the energetic
realisation of general compuisory elementary education”, to
which end the initiative of the population and of the local
Soviets must be encouraged as’ far’ as possible; furthermore,
a certain school fundis to be created with a view to assisting
the children of the village poor, and special attention is to be
paid to the development of wireless stations, the cinema,  the
enlargement of public libraries, etcil -

3. The resolutions of the XV Party Congress in regard
to _the problems of introducing coilective methods of farming,
are of the greatest importance for the entire international pro-
letariat, in so far as the latter still gives credence to the Social
Democratic estimate of the part played by the peasantry in
the revolution.These social democratic prejudices, fosiered for
decades by the international Social Democracy, have now been
adopted by the Neo-Menshevism' of Trotzky and Maslov with
a wiew to .undermining the confidence of the proletariat -in
Socialism and the possibilities of its development. despite the
existence. of millions .of 'individual peasant farms. This is a
point where the paths of the old: Social Democrats and the Neo-
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Menshevists most obviously meet. The problem of .including the
-rural districts .in the plan of Socialist construction is looked
upon by the international; Social Democracy .and  the, Neo-
Menshevists as the Achilles heel of the C. P.'S. U.

. ..The copgrete: experiences gained by the members of the
C. P. 8. U. in the interest of a solution of this very important
task, will furnish an example not only for the Communist parties
of the agrarian countries but for all 'sections of the Communist
International immediately after they have seized power.

. To study these experiences and {o popularise them not only
among the "Communist but also among the Social-Democratic
and non-party workers, would mean imbuing them with con-
fidence in the powers of the proletariat, overcoming pessimism,
and showing millions of peasants all the world over the means
of saving themselves from poverty, slavery, and death. For the
Communists in couniries in the eastern part of Ceniral Europe
{e. g..the Balkans, Poland, Hungary) and for the Communist
parties of trans-oceanic countries where there are so ‘many
small impoverished farmers, ‘the resolutions of the XV Party
Congress of the C. P. S. U. are of quite particular  importance.
They teach us how the Communist parties can remain revolu-
tionary adherents of Marx.and Lenin and yet lead the widest
classes of the working population in the, struggle for So-
cialism. The experiences: of the Soviet Union 'in collectivising of
agriculture must be made the common property of the entire
international proletariat.

" PROLETARIAN CULTURE

Leninism and the Problem of
' Cultural Revolution.
‘By N. Bvukharin.

5 ‘Speech Delivered at the Celebration of the Aunniversary of
g Lenin’s Death.

{Conclusion.)

If we ask ourselves what we must do and what are the
main tasks confronting us at present on this cultural sector of
the batile-dront, it seems to me that our answer must be as
follows: In our cultural efforis we must even more speedily
than in other respects overcome the period in which the “old”
‘has already been destroyed without the “new” yet having been
constructed. In our entire great revolution there is a certain
-amount of method, not only in an ecdnomic, but also in a poli-
tical ‘and. cultural direction. ‘At one time we overturned the old
economic apparatus- and destroyed it, when the old discipline
-of work went to pieces. We destroyed that old working disci-
pline without immediately achieving a new one. We destroyed
the old economic and administrative system, but did not imme-
‘diately create: a new system to take its place. The samme was
the casein a. military connection in the army. We disintegrated
the old army, which was a necessary step. After. all, you cannot
make an omelette without first breaking the eggs. And we did
not imnediately achieve the organisation of the Red Army.

The same may be said of the State apparatus. And this
process is still in progress in a cultural respect. Thus we have
destroyed ihe bourgeois and petty-bourgecis morai code and
broken it to pieces; indeed, it crumbled under our very hands.
But we cannot yet say that have set up any regulations of
our own such as we require. There are nmrany who look with
contempt on the old morals (and they are right in doing so).
but they have not yet any new standards and now hover in
space without' any points of gravitation. That is a very bad
state of aifairs which can do us great harm. '

‘In regard to our manner of living and the standards regu-
lating the’ relations of individuals. to one another, in art, and
in a number of other matters which impart what we may call
“mental culture”, we have not yet got our bearings. In many
Of these connections there are not even the rudiments. of any
new standards. This ofien results in very regreitable conse-
quences. . v

Relative instances from the different spheres of social life
are known to'all of you. The old family and sex morals are
destroyed, and-that thoroughly, but the influence of newly evol-
ving standards of conduct in this regard is very weak, and the

)

consequent “iuterim” entails many deplorable and very dis-
advantageous features of our manner of living. The old bureau-
ciatic iveology has been. destroyed, but there is still much to
be desired in regard to the development of a new ideology of
work for the workers, an attentive consideration for all “appli-
cants”, especially if they are workers, the economical use of
State funds, etc. We have shatiered the old “ideal” of a sub-
ordinate devbted {o his superior, but we cannot yet say that
we have frained in any general semse such a type of the
conscious public worker and fighter on all fronts of our activity,
as may be counted on to persecute all nepotism and
toadyism. We are working in that direction, without as yet
having miore than the first few steps behind us. ‘

The entire problem of rationalisation, and that not only
ol production but also of the manner of living, still faces us
as a task to be fulfilled, or rather yet to be begun. We must
pull ourselves together, whether it is a question of the masses,
of the lormation of cadres, or of the “highest” leaders. Not
only ‘have we not yet reached any result in. this connéction;
in many respects we ‘have not even laid -our first foundations.
To etition "4~ few general tasks which confront us in . this
connection, we may formulate them somewhat as follows: We
must make greater haste in getting over the intermediate stage
between the eradication of the old and the introduction of the
new. Starting irom this standpoint, we must set curselves a
series of tasks, firstly as regards the masses, secondly in repect

ot ‘the ‘cadres, which represent the most progressive section of

the masses, and finally with reference to the most thighly quali-
fied leading groups.’ In speaking of the masses, it is obvious
that we are in the first place faced with the task of as rapid
as possible an advance in the matter of elementary knowledge.
It is an altogether mistaken policy to “scrap” certain reading-
rooms, libraries, and even schools, as is sometimes done in the
rural districts. To “stint” in these things is altogether imper-
missible at the present time, for how can “civilised” members
of co-operatives be trained without an increase in the system
of educational - establishments? ‘.

The care of the public health must also be extended as far
as possible, the -first step in this direction being a develop-
ment of the fight against alcoholism and syphilis. It is only
illiterate and really uncultured people that can ignore the im-
portance of this task. I recently perused the work of Bumke,
a German professor, which has also appeared in Russian. The
writer cites a whole number of circumstances in proof of the
fact that since the war it is particularly alcohol -and ' syphilis
which have diminished the capacity of the masses, a state. of
affairs particularly noticeable in this country. The fight against
alcoholism and the organisation of really  rational forms of
amusement, the proper development of the cinema and wireless
and the active encouragement of sport, are all matters we must
take in hand without delay. :

Furthermore, we must strive o make the broad *masses
conversant with a rationalisation of economy and with the art
of reckoning accurately. These are assets required by ihe pea-

-santry just as much as by the working class, Thus Comrade

Shatzky visited a great number of farms and arrived at the
undeniable conclusion that, in spite of the small budgets, nay,
even within the limits of the present budgets, it should be' pos-
sible to -attain a greater agricultural output. A whole series of
accurate investigations of peasant budgets led ‘to calculations,
which were distributed among the peasants by school-children
and which caused great surprise among them. These calcula-
tions show very clearly that even within the limits of the ordi-
nary budget of a peasant farm, there is the possibility of very
considerable progress. Moreover, it would be advisable to con-
sider a whole number of measures by which the peasant. would
be assisted not only in looking after his own farm but also in
looking after the welfare of the. entire district, or, in other
words, of “public economy”. Finally, we must aim quite parti-
cularly at turning these districts. into integral parts of what
Lenin. called the “Community State”. :

The questions of the worker’s budget, of his family budget,
of his participation in.production, and of his increased interest
in the course of production, and of a conscious and socialist-
cultural attitude to this production are all matters of impor-
tance in our economy. We must also initiate the rationalisation
of the manner of living. We must say that we are still most
uncultivated, especially in view of the tasks which .confront us.
Sometimes we cannot stir a finger to put to right trifling
matters on which much depends. : o
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The question of amusements, of clubs, wireless, picture-
theatres, the question of public baths, laundries, bakeries,
schools, and libraries, and a number of other “every-day”
questions, are not infrequently solved in such a way, that we
set forth all sorts of fine plans, standpoints, and fasks, and yet
permit a tremendous time to elapse before the work in question
is executed. But Lenin said that our work of propaganda must
consist in examples, in action, in energetic effectuation and not
in a “political drumming”, which was once necessary but is
now fairly out of dale. There are very many facts to hand
indicating that our efiorts would profit greatly, if we were to
substitute a good form. of instruction for the present system
of revisions and written reports. Real practical help would
disappoint neither the peasant nor the worker, who would ex-
perience something really alive in the place of bureaucratic
formalities. These are, more or less, the main tasks with which
we are faced, so far as the masses are concerned.

These tasks, however, cannot be executed if our cadres
are not improved to the utmost. A peasant summed up our
shortcomings pretty tersely in saying, “You Communists are
most of you very progressive people, but there are few of you
that are willing really to put your shoulders to the wheel.”
(Laughter.) That is very near the truth, Our “progress” con-
sists in a great readiness to “project” ali sorts of things. But
there is as yet no conirol of execution, though Lenin repeatedly
emphasised this side of the programme. And it is just the prac-
tical execution of the good resolutions passed which forms the
best means of propaganda. Greater attention to the practical
details of an economic and cultural nature in the rural districts
and practical help even in quite small matiers are better and
more convincing means than whole cartloads of “political ar-
guments”. This sori of propaganda and this sort of work niust
be given prime consideration.

But there are also a number of quite elementary ‘‘virtues”
which are practically little known to our cadres-and have fo
a very small extent become a part of our being. It can but
be useful to call to mind the simple principles which Lenin
set up as milestones of the work of construction, such prin-
ciples as “Learn to reckon properly”, “Be thrifty”, and so on.
In that respect we are still greatly behind-hand. If our cadres
had really already acquired these indispensable qualities, it
would surely not be possible for such miscalculations to occur
as are frequently made. By no means. “Be accurate”. That is
-also quite an elementary rule. But can our cadres be said fo
have adopted this rule? Are they absolutely accurate in all
things? Unfortunately not. To this very day we show traces
of typically Russian negligence.

We must learn to adapt ourselves niore quickly to circum-
stances, o go more into details, and to be altogether more
thorough. We must cultivate in ourselves always and every-
where ‘a feeling for the masses, a feeling of identity with the
masses, a feeling of constant and unintermittent care for the
masses, whether we are serving on the board of a frust, a
syndicate, a trade union, a municipal Soviet, a gouberina com-
mittee, or a war committee. The feeling of responsibility must
be constantly more developed. It not infrequently happens to
us that, by reason of our lack of organisatory experience. it
is not even known who is really responsible. The acquisition
of such a feeling of responsibility, responsibility towards our
class, our State, and ourselves, is also one of the cultural tasks
incumbent upon us. '

In certain sections of our Party there are tendencies towards
resting in self-contentment on our laurels. We have, thank good-
ness, got the better of starvation. This bureaucratic_self-content-
ment is a thing we must strike “hip and thigh”, for it savours of
a psychology which is altogether incompatible with Bolshevism
and Communism. It will not carry us very far. This proposi-
tion muist be put most energetically to every worker and every
soldier who is really devoted to the Party. As long as we live,
there can be no “resting on oars” and no spiritual “laying
on of fat”.

Besides this, we need an increase of special knowledge
within our cadres. In this respect there are a number of weak
points. Thus we have very few technicians with a medium
degree of qualification, while many of our technical engineers
are. also insufficiently qualified. ~Technical and agricultural
workers with a medium amount of qualification is what we
mainly need. Very often such members of our Party as are
unacquainted with a number of practical matters requiring spe-

cial knowledge, are unable to fulfill their polhtical functions in
the Party. Now neither the peasants nor the workers can con-
tent themselves with such a political Jeadership as can talk
about Chamberlain. but have no idea of farming or technics.
OQur Party members not only give instructions but also see to
the execution; they not only prescribe the “line” but also fol-
low it up practically. They are not only “politicians” in general
but also administrators.

If this is the case, the workers in these positions must
necessarily extend their knowledge from year to year. In this
connection, too, it is of importance that, outside the task of
increasing our knowledge and training our feeling of respon-
sibility towards the masses, special attention be paid to the
small details. Let us make the following test. Let us take the
“Life of the Worker” column and the respective correspon-
dence columns of any of our bigger newspapers lS“Ekonomiftches-
kaya Shisn”, “Trud”, “Gudok”, “Pravda”’, *“Rabotchaya Ga-
zela”, eic.), and vead out all such remarks as refer to any
shoricomings or misuses. Let us then fry to analyse these
various complaints. We shall soon see that nine tenths of all
these different abuses do not result from “objective” circum-
stances, but could be avoided if dealt with energetically and in
detail. 1f among the working masses there are still very con-
siderable remnants of an indifferent attitude towards the interests
of the State, there is on the other hand still an undeniable
lack of culture in our administering cadres and even among
members of the Party.

I we encounter instances of a negligent psychology among
workers engaged immediately in production, we may also meet
in the cadres with such as wish somehow or other “to get
out of” performing their duties. (“We have been even worse
off; somehow we shail manage to get away with it”, is what
we hear, or, again, “Things are not so very bad alter all”.)
This is a rotten psychology. Every leader, and in particular
every Communist, niist be an exemplary cultural pioneer, using
all his energies to find out shortcomings and to correct them
with energy. Even the smallest defail must not be regarded
as a “irifle” lying ouiside our sphere of influence. There must
be no such “frifles”, for it is of such details that life consists.
They.can even become political factors of importance. A sleepy
“oblomov” attitude tfowards these small shortcomings is a nui-
sance we must combat with all our strength.

We must bring pressure to bear on all our functionaries
immediately in touch with the masses, whether they are in the
trade tnions, or in the Soviet organs, or in the Party. He who
attacks this question without “rolling up his shirt sleeves” is
not a Communist. This indifference, this lack of attention to
the immediate requirements of the masses, may easily grow into
a disgusting form of bureaucracy and seli-satisfaction on the
part of the officials. That is a barbaric characteristic which
we must atack with all the weapons at our command. We
must tell all our workers that the mass cannot be educated
or made to attain ever higher grades of active culture, if those
in authority give an example of bureaucrafic seli-contentment
and selfi-love. We must listen 1o every criticism on the part of
the masses, instead of designating all censure as anti-Soviet, as
malicious blockheads or bureaucratic idiots are inclined to do.

As regards the yet “higher” leading cadres, the following
questions might well be raised. Greater intimacy with Western
and American experiences, more thorough attention to our great
economic and other plans and manceuvres, eleaboration of a
number - of scientific questions from special points of view,
and periodical journeys through the length and breadth of
the Soviet Union. We have frequently asserted that the revolu-
fionary spirit in connection with efficiency, or again the revolu-
tionary spirit in connection wth Amercanism are tasks con-
tronting the Communists. What was meant by a revolutionary
spirit? A revolutionary spirit means subordination and co-
ordination of every singie step in relation to the fundamental
idea of revolution, i. e. tc the idea of the world-revolution on
the one hand and that of the construction of Socialism on the other.
A revolutionary spirit, however, does-not only presume such
4 mental and intellectual attitude; it also presumes a definite
state of mind, a revolutionary enthusiasm and revolutionary
optimism. A revolutionary spirit presumes a definite belief in a
cause and in the denial of defailism, pessimism, failure, and
any kind of corruption, which is altogether incompatible with
a revolutionary attitude.



No. 9

International Press Correspondence 211

A rising class can in no wise be in connection or sym-
pathy with a rotten, pessimistic psychology. Naturally our
optimism must not be confounded with a stupid optimism
which declares everything in the world to be perfect. Voltaire
created a hero of this stamp, a man who, in the face of an
earthquake or a disagreeable illness, constantly declared that
cverything was very well arranged in the world. Ner can we
assume the standpoint of St. Augustine who affirmed that God
had only created evil things so as to make good things appear
to. better advantage. We must be steadiast in combating all
signs of decline, decay, and dissolution, whether they appear in
literature (as, e. g., in the writings of Yessenin). in politics, or
in life, It is obvious that the rising class can only solve the
tasks set it.and complete its great work, if it is full of belief in
its own powers and in the cause it has undertaken.

There have been very hard times in the history of. our
revolution, but our Party has managed to overcome them merely
because it has been inexorable and has never under any circum-
stances lost its belief in its great cause. In this respect our
leader Lenin was the model of the new type of men and
fighters. Lenin revealed the new forms of our social existence.
That fact is expressed in the slogan of world revolution, “All
Power to the Soviets”. Lenin raised the veil concealing the
future and showed us the example of a man who, in defiance of
all obstacles and of even the most formidable of adverse circum-
stances, upheld the flag of revolution and marched forward on
his way with a will of iron.

We can clearly see what tremendous historical perspectives
are opened out before us. The world is already trembling with
the distant rumble of the great revolution, which will surpass
all that has ever been experienced or imagined. Gigantic masses
will be put into motion and in our couniry the way will be
opened up ftor further stupendous creative efforts. 1f we read
the stupid references to “savage Huns” and if the “civilised
hangmen” of the international bourgeoisie accuse us, the crea-
tors of a new life, of “barbarity”, we can answer with quiet
consciences, ‘‘We are creating and shall continue to create
a new civilisation, in comparison with which the civilisation
of capitalism will appear like “caterwauling” compared with the
heroic symphonies of Beethoven.”

TEN YEARS AGO

The Brest Peace and Germany’s War
Policy.
By Paul Frélich.
1L

2. Brest-Litovsk and the Social Democracy.

~ The political importance of social democracy was anyhow
important enough. Revolutionary propaganda had not yet
penetrated into the small towns, and broad strata of the petty
bourgeoisie still supported the social democratic party. The Go-
vernment rather overestimated than undervalued its influence. Its
attitude towards the Brest peace treaty was therefore very impor-
tant with regard to the further development of affairs in the East
and to the policy of war and conquest altogether. This is clearly
evident from a latter addressed by v. Radowitz, under secretary
of the State, to Count Limburg-Stirum, the representative of
the Imperial Chancellor at the Supreme Command. The Supre-
me Command wished to turn its ‘victory -over the political
administration thoroughly to account. Tt had won over both
William 11. and the Crown Prince for the demand that the
Imperial Chancellor should publicly and in a_positive way
"disclaim any connection with the peace resolution passed by
the Reichstag. In reference to that, v. Radowitz "wrote on
January 17th that the Imperial Chancellor. quite agreed with
them on principle, but that the execution of the plan offered
difficulties:

“A declaration of that kind would make it impossible
for Social Democracy to preserve its face in the eyes of
its own partisans. That declaration would immediately
split the present majority and drive Social Democracy as
a whole, the greater section of the Liberals and possibly
a certain number of the Centre party into an attitude of

opposition to the Government, which would make it im-
possible to carry on the government. The Imperial Chan-
cellor is thereiore endeavouring to persuade the Reichstag
to realise for itself that the pieliminary conditions of the
resolution have ceased to exist and that Germany ought
to shake off that chain with which it has bound itself.
If this procedure succeeds, it will be possible for Social
Democracy to maintain its contact and to keep up its co-
operation with the government. We need that co-operation
as long as war continues for, if Social Democracy, treated
badly by the government withdraws from co-operation, it
loses at that very moment, any desire fo advocate the
intentions of the government belore its electors and espe-
cially before the trade unions, and even has no possibility
to do so. The laiter will then altogether driff into the
hands of the Independents, and the danger of strikes etc.
will become imminent...

We must therefore keep them to the point and should
not forget that, in spite of everything, the Russian example
is acting on our country also and may lead to evil con-
sequences unless the bad elements are kept in check by
their own leaders...

The transformation of the Right wing of Social Demo-
cracy into a national Labour party will be frustrated for
all time to come if the government occasions a breach
at the present moment.”

That testimony not only shows how the social democratic
leaders used to fool the workers in common with the govern-
ment, but also the position of power it held in its relation
to the government. If they really meant the peace resolution
so earnestly as they boasted to the whole people, they also
were in a position to drive the government into a fatetul
crisis on account of the Brest peace and fo compel it o
yield. They did nothing of the sort. The “Vorwirts” stated
on February 18th 1918 that the action for peace had altogether
failed. Peace with the Ukraine had given oifence to Poland
and made it Germany’s enemy. Instead of peace, three fresh
wars came into being, one in Finland, another in Courland,
the third in the Ukraine. The newspaper then raises the
question: Why should further war-credits be granted? The fol-
lowing answer reveals the whole moral depravity of social
democracy:

“An opposition without activity is an absurdity and
sheer idleness, an oppositional action however, can qr}ly
be of an extra-parliamentary nature. Is there any possibility
of changing the course of foreign policy into a different
direction which corresponds miore with the interest of the
German people than that steered hitherio, by means of an
extra-parliametary action? None but he who answers this
question in the affirmative and denies that the Reichstag
has the right to exercise a decisive influence on . politics,
may stand up for a tactical measure which will then be
more than a cowardly way ol escape”

Those contemptible idle words naturally {mean nothing
more nor less than: We are quite willing to be overpowered.
But they meant even more. It is easy to understand that the
government started an agitation against the Bolsheviki at the
fime when the violation of Russian roused the indignation of
the masses of German workers. The “Norddeutsche Allgemeine

‘Zeitung”, the organ of the government, published articles about

“Russian anarchy”. The social democratic Press which had
up to that time courted the favour of the Bolsheviki, imme-
diately joined in the tune. Under the catch-word of “Bolshe-
vism®, Friedrich Stamper published, in the “Vorwirts” of
February 24th 1918, an article of revolting baseness. He did
not find words against the peace of conquest of the German
Government, but he poured forth the following repulsive efiu-
sion against the Soviet Power:

“It was an awiul thing fo witness with what light-
heartedness they yielded up Russian territory, how they
pushed away one country after the other with a negligent
movement of the hand, how they repeated with unchanged
equanimity: even to its separation from Russia. Never
would German Social Democracy have acted in that way
had it been in a similar position! Those socialists who
think themselves very up-to-date, do not show the sligh-
test understanding for the necessity of keeping together
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vast economic domains. Those German Social Democrats
who feared that the Balkanisation of the East would be
a danget fo all the peoples concerned, including the Ger-
man people which is fearest fo ‘their hearts, were actually
driven to despair by the behaviour of the Bolsheviki. There
was every reason to say: Well, if the Bolsheviki and the
Uerman aniexationists are united in their views - what
are we, the German social democrats to do against it?

This is how the. Bolsheviki have wrested one weapon
aiter the other from the. hauds of German social demo-
cracy.  We maintained: “Russia is still a Power.” We
received the answer: ,But there is not a single man at
the. front!” We sajd: “You are conjuring up a iresh war
of revenge.” We received the answer: “The Russians are
not French, their national feeling is not developed.” We
argued: “Russia could not bear the loss of the Baltic
provinces.,” We received the answer: “The, Russians them-
selves relinquish those provinces!” We said: “We will
not admit that the achievements of the Russian revolu-

_ tion are destroyed.” We received the answer: “Look close
-at, those achievements, one socialist group in that country
is firing at the other socialist group.” = -

The Bolsheviki. still fail to realise that they have pro-
‘moted imperialism, that they have put difficulties in the
way of any real fight against it. They are constantly star-
ting at their one illusionary and useless measure: fhe re-
volutionary mass strike.

: German social democracy never regarded the miass
. strike: as a means of carrying out revolution ai one.blow,
still less as a means of terminating the war. It has been
repeated over and over again at the internationa! socialist
congresses that, as the revolutionary mass strike cannot
break out in all the countries at the same time dnd with
equal force, it will threaten, above all, those countries in
which it is put info effect first and with the greatest
vigour. In Russia, the correctness of this assertion has
been confirmed. )

The German people does not care to be the next on

that path.” }

~ On February 27th, the “Vorwirts”
tible sigh ‘of -relief:
 “The overthrow of the Bolshevist Government can be
foreseen as the result of that peace treaty.”

All that however had already been surpassed by an article
written by Otto Braun, a member of the party executive, to-day
Prime Minister of Prussia, published in the “Vorwiris” of
February 1i5th. In that article, the methods which social demo-
cracy later knew to apply in such a masterly muanner, in its
alliance with the anti-Bolshevist league, were used for the
first time. It ran as iollows:

“They are killing democracy and replacing it by energy
and brute force.’ They are gagging the public opinion in
a ‘way which must rouse the envy even of the most: brutal
servants of the Tsar and are throwing large numbers of
their own comrades into prison even though they only
tactically deviate in their views.

They are forcing everything that oflers resistance to
the ground by force of arms with the help of the soldiers
who are still devoted to them. The rule of that unbridled
Bolshevist military rabble should however be condemned
in the same way as is the rule of violence of the Tsarist
soldiers. In any case, it cannot last. .

The . chaos' in ‘the economical and political field must
necessarily become gradually worse and must finally lead
to 'a collapse of that unnatural socialist rule by the sword.

The ways and doings of the Bolsheviki in Russia have
nothing in common with socialism. nor with democracy,

- they are, on the contrary, a case of the most brutal put-
schism and anarchy. , S ’ ‘ '

This is why we must draw a thick, visible jine of
separatiOn between Bolshevism and ourselves.”

stated ‘with a percep-

_ These things were even too much for the Vienna “Arbeiter-
Zeitung”, the sister, of the “Vorwirts’. The -first maintained
that  the opinion expressed by Braun, a social democrat,. was

hardly different from that of any narrow-minded bourgeois. and

reactionary person.. _ A L
: “His thick line is {herefore probably at the same :time

a document of .the moral and mental condition of many

a comrade in the German. Empire at the present moment.”

The social democratic Press continued its agitation. It
broke off, however; -on the very 'same day on which the Soviet
Government signed the peace treaty. Thereupon the tussle with
the Independents about the question as to who was next to
the Bolsheviki, began once tnore. That anti-Bolshevist inter-
lude had therefore been an -offensive carried on by the German
Government with the- object .of unburdening itself at the moment
when - it intended to resume .the: fight against Soviet. Russia.

There were, it is true, still a féw last Mohicans. left who
wanted 1o take the “peace policy” of social democracy seriously,
but they were drawn into a -violent dispute. about words with
the majority of the. social: democratic leaders. The. discussion
began when. Stapfer, im a correspondence article ‘in. March

1917, -stood up for. the consent to the predatory peace of Brest

by the Reichstag fraction, on the grounds- that ‘the . Russians
should not draw the conclusion . that they were at' liberty to
begin war afresh. This was said by the same man: who,
a few weeks -later, stated in the “Vorwirts” that, at three
decisive moments, German policy had taken a different .route
from that chosen by social democracy, and who had continued
as follows:

“Those three moments were Austria’s ultimatum to
Serbia;, the declaration of the unrestricted submarine war
and the conclusion of peace at- Brest-Litovsk. That policy
which we combated, resulted in the situation in which we
are at the present time. There is indeed no other issue
fromi it than one by force. We have been promised' that
we should be taken along that path to a victorious end,
and have been told that the end was mear... We are
joining in the march, we are contributing to the costs, we
are charing the hopes, but we state that those bear the
responsibility for the result who have taken wupon them-

_selyes the leadership of the State™
We could give inrther 'quptatiens. Tt suffices to exhibit these

“labour leaders”, these seris who, while drunk, boast and

swagger oVer thié misdeeds of their ‘masters!” A~ Vote 'was takén

on the peace treaty in the social democratic Reichstag fractign.

25" votes were given in favour of accepling the treaty, 29 for

abstention from voting, and only 12 for its rejection. Finally,

the social-democratic Reichstag fraction decided to abstain from

voting. They agreed to the peace with the Ukraine.
: (To be continued.)
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