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Chairman: Comrade Zapotocky.
Comrade TSCHANG-BIO- (China):

I will give a brief outline of the present situation in China.
The occupation of Shantung and Manchuria by Japanese troops,
the massacre of inhabitants and soldiers in the Tziman district
show that world imperialism is making a concerted attack on the
Chinese Revolution. This imperialist attack is almost taking
the form of an active open and armed intervention and a direct
partition of China.

Japanese boldness in the question of armed intervention is
due to the betrayal of the revolution by the national bourgeoisie
and to a consensus of opinon between Great Britain and the
United-States. The Anglo-American bloc developed into a contlict
beween Great Britain and the United States, Moreover, a
marked weakening in the positions of the United States in the
Far East, compared with the period of the Washington Con-
ference 1921 is noticeable. On the other hand, we witness full
agreement in regard to the Chinese question between Great
Britain and Japan.

Owing to the inadequate development of the worker’s -and
peasant movement in the North of China it was impossible to

Britain occupies almost a ‘'monopolist position in South China,
although an open occupation has not yet taken place. Great
Britain took General Li Ti-sing under its protection and
strengthened thereby its positions in South China. The United
S;ateé considers this as a slight and is dissatisfied with this state
of affairs.

This intensifies and accentuates the conflicts between the
imperialist powers. Great Britain and Japan pursue quite frankly
a policy of partition of China, whereas, the United States keeps
to the policy of the “open door”. The substance of this policy
of the United States is an attempt to divide, together with Japan
and Great Britain, Chinese territory into equal parts, utilising
for this purpose the socalled united Kuomintang Government —
the Nanking government. However, for the realisation of their
annexationist*plans Great Britain has its main strong positions
in the South, and Japan in the North. In this respect, the United
States is comparitively weak. Great Britain and Japan are not
likely to make concessions to the United States and to strengthen
thereby it positions in China. Japan, as well as Great Britain"
does not want the etablishment of a united national government
in China. These imperialist powers would like to lave in every
sphere of influence a government which would be an obedient
tool in the hands of the respective power. On the other hand, the

hinder Japan in its predatory policy. At the same time, GreatUnited states wants a so-called united government in China, so
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as to be able to carry out its predatory plahs throughout
China. C S

Is a stable united national government in China possible
from the standpoint of the internal situation of the country?
The Kuomintang has certainly strenghened ‘its position after the
occupation of Peking and Tientsin, but this has also accentuated
the differences between the various groupings of generals in the

Kuomintang. The. former “comimon ‘énemy of thése groupings;

Chang Tso-lin, is no longer there.’

At the Conference of the, Kuomintang Generals 'in Peking one
of the main questions:was the reduction. of the armed forces.
In connection with this question, Chiang Kai-shek declared
recently to the Nanking government that China has at present
2,200,000 regular.troops exclusive of the Manchurian government;
the yearly expenditure for war purposes is 720,000,000 Mexican

dollars, wheres the entire national revenue of “China amounts "’

only to 400,000,000 dollars. Even if this whole sum were applied
to war purposes, another 320,000,000 would have to be found.
But acfording ‘to ‘the material at.our disposal, the expenditire
exceeds 720,000,000 wheres the pational, revennue does not come
up to 400,000,000 doHars.: : o ‘

It is highly improbable that the various groupings of
Kuomintang Generals -who represent the interests of various
antagonist groups will reduce the strength of the army. On
the contrary, a series of facts show that these generals are
contending now for the inclusion of Chang Tso-Lin’s captured
forces “in their “armies. This of course, will not reduce, but
increase the strength of these armies.

This alone is enough to prove that the Kuomintang Generals
will fight for the extension of their territory and their -sources
of revenue, This struggle is bound to develop from its present

political form, into an armed - struggle. - As the Kuomintang . .

Generals wili want enormus means for the upkeep of their

armies, increased exploitation of the masses ‘of workers and -

peasants and also of the petty bourgeoisie is inevitable. Moreover,

they will not be able to pay their soldiers for any length of.time,

because the latter have had no pay for the last 5 or 6 months.
This situation has a revolutionising effect on workers, peasants

and soldiers and also on a considerable section of the unpropertied .

poor population. This will no doubt deal a heavy blow to the
Kuomintang regime.

Several conclusions can be drawn from all this: first of all
the possibilty of the creation of a united national government
and - the establishment of a so-called peace regime for the
realisation of the imperialist plan of extended capitalist occupation
under the leadership of the United States — but this is a very
limited possibility. ‘The United States does--not feel the least
inclined to .give up China whose 400,000,000 inhabitants are an
eniormous object of exploitation, China being at the same time a

magnificent source of raw material. Therefore the United States .

will be inevitably driven into accentuated conflict .with Japan
and Great Britain. This constitutes one of the biggest problems
of the coming war. It is at the same time, the main problem
in regard to the clash of interests between the imperialist states
on- the Pacific Coast.

. As the position of the Kuomintang cannot be stabilised,
there is yet another perspective — & perspective of feuds and
internecine wars, the perspective of an increased burden of
of taxation for the working masses. .

~ The liberation of China from the Kuomintang and
imperialism, the solution of the agrarian question can only be
achieved through the revolutionary struggle of the workers and
peasants, Therefore the objective possibilities.of a “third” party
creating- illusions among the masses are very limited. Moreover,
these illusions cannot last very long even among the backward
sections of the population. .

The only way out for the mass of the workers and peasants
is determined and revolutionary struggle. Under these circum-
stances the proletariat and 'its vanguard, the Communist Party
. of China, being backed by the masses, can lead the workers’ and

peasants’ insurrection to a victorious end.

The pea‘é’ant masses are one of the main -forces of the
revolutionary movement. The agrarian revolution is the mainstay
of the Chinese revolution even it its present stage. Although we

" the part of the imperialist powers,,

mass party. %

" must extend the peasant movement the Chinese revolution will not

develop into a purely peasant revolution. There has already been
such a purely peasant revolution in Chinese history: — it worked
itself out in the Boxer and Taipan rising. But after the revolution
of 1911, cities become the determining factor in the revolutionary
movement. In its present stage the Chinese revolution which is
under the leadership of the proletariat is a revoulution of workers

“and peasants‘for a through change in the agrarian domain, for the
-destruction  of the relics’ of feudalism “and the expulsion of

imperialism ‘from- the country, for the national liberition and
unification ,of China and the overthrow of.the present Kuomin-
ang regime, for the revolutionary dictatorship of the proletariat
and the peasantry in the form of Soviels.' :

The present struggle is not only a struggle against the
Kuomintang, the landlords, gentry and bourgeoisie, but also a
direct challenge to world imperialism. it will not only..depend
upon the organised forces of the revolutionary elements in China-
itself, but also on the support of our Communist brother. Parties,
especially in regard fo prevention of aftempts at intervention on

Wé must draw attention to ,tiie .imminence of a mnew
revolutionary wave, and we must also point out that this time

- the class struggle will be wider and ‘more acute.

Our Party has been guilly of serious opportunist and sub-

‘sequently of putschist errors. But we must nevertheless declare

that it is a fighting Party. It -has gone through many serious.and
sanguinary struggles. There was a time when 3 million organised
workers and about 10 million organised peasants were following
it. Today it is suffering from brutal white terror and has lost
over 26,000. members in the struggle; over 6,000 Communists
are lingering in prison. But although illegal, it is a fighting

If the C.P. of China is to become a genuine Communist
Party it must have an executive which will enable it to utilise
every incident for the mobilisation and organisation of the
workers and peasants. Not so long ago, our Party was guilty
of so-called Left errors. No sooner were they remedied when
Right errors cropped up which found their expression in slogans
demanding the re-establishment of the mass movement through
the Kuomintang, etc., as Comrade Strakhov mentioned in his
speech. This slogan was a great mistake. If brought forward
by Kuemintang followers it means that they want to re-establish
the workers’ and peasants’ department in the Kuomintang
apparatus. But if the masses bring forward this slogan it assumes
an utterly different meaning. You know that the Kuomintang pro-
hibited workers and peasant unions. All their achieveménts were
destroyed by the Kuomintang, In this connection the masses

. bring forward the demand for the re-establishment of the mass

movement — they demand the re-establishment of the former
freedom and liberty and the positions they had gained. Formerly,
when the Party was not paying sufficient attention to mass work,
some comrades proposed participation in this mass struggle for
the re-establishment of freedom and liberty in order to draw
the masses into the struggle against the Kuominang, to give it
a new direction, in fact, to make it a struggle against the Kuo-
mintang.- When we ourselves bring forward the slogan it must
be “struggle of the Masses for freedom”.

-As Comrade Bukharin righty stated, the theoretical Ilevel
of the C:P. of China is very low. The C.P. of China is a
fighting party. Provided it secures a firm basis in industrial
enterprises for the capture of the industrial proletariat with the
help of the correct tactical line laid down by the Communist
International, and provided it raises the theoretical level of its
rank and. file, it will be able to do justice to the tasks con-
fronting it — the tasks of the Communist International and of

.the Chinese Revolution. .

"Comrade ULBRICHT (Germany):

The labour struggles of the last years have been good
practice to the Communist Party of Germany. These struggles
have revealed at the same time to the whole working class the
fighting capacity of the Party. The last Session of the Executive
and the Congress of the R. I. L. U. dealt with the most important
labour struggles in Germany and came to the conclusion that
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in many important struggles the will to fight of the workers
was underestimated by some of our Party organisations. To
make the Party fit to do justice to its revolutionary tasks in the
present. labour struggles, to mobilise big sections of workers
in the enterprises, to carry out labour struggles even against
the will of the reformist bureaucrats, such are the probleins
which were at ‘the bottom of the controversies we heard here
in the Plenum and also in the discussions held by the German
Party This is a question of the Communist Party not limiting
itsell to general agitation but carrying out mass mobilisation for
the purpose of organising the revolutionary struggle. Therefore
Cemrade Ewert was wrong when he said that there are tenden-
cies in the Communist Party towards a revival of old group
standpoints which were overcome some time ago. Such a:con-
ception is tantamcunt to preventing the clarification ‘of the
present divergencise of opinicn. In the present situation, when
we are at the beginning of a new advance in the revolutionary
- movement the main thing is to elaborate strategy and tactics
which will enable the Party to develop among the masses a
maximum of revolutionary fighting capacity.

In the execution of these tasks if has come to light that a
group of comrades, adherents of the Right fraction, are system-
atically endeavouring to hinder the Party in the execution of
these tasks and that there is also ‘a current which goes by the
uame of “tolerants”, a conciliatory currernt, which impedes the
liquidation of ‘this Right fraction work.

The discussion in the C.P.G. on the decisions of the
R.LL.U. Congress shows that the representatives of the Right
group are overestimating the stabilisation of capitalismin Ger-
many and are underestimating. the contradictions of capitalism
and the increasing fighting capacity cf the workers. It is. not
a chance occurrence that in this connection an adherent of the
Right declared in Breslau: “At the present juncture it is im-
possible to take up labour struggles in important industries
against the will of the reformist bureaucrats.” e

We can also see by Comrade Ewert’s arguments ihat he
lays great stress on stabilisation pheénomena. He declared that
in Great Britain capitalism is “solid and strong”. We do not
uriderestimate the efforts of British capitalism to carry out ration-
alisation with the help of the trade union apparatus. We do. not
underestimate the defeat which the British workers suffered in
the last great struggle. But the fact remains that chronic un-
employment prevails in Great Britain, that the crisis in the
British export industry continues and that the same applies to
the crisis in_the coal industry. Also in his estimate of social-
democracy, Comrade Ewert exaggerates its strength and . does
nct give enough prominence to the fact that owing to the present
cealition peliey and the fusion of the trade union apparatus with
the capitalist ‘economic and ‘political appartus, the clash of
interests between the workers, including social democratic
workers, and the upper' social-democratic functionaries. is
becoming more intense and- that favourable opportunities
are created for the  development and organisation of
the labour opposition, the dissociation of big sections of workers
from the Social Democrats. Comrade Ewert laid also very great
emphasis on difficulties in the Soviet Union. On the. negative
sides of "socialist construction in the Soviet, Union more. than
sufficient emphasis has been laid in Germany. We must lay more
emphasis than ever especially in Europe, on the positive sides of
the progress of socialist construction in Soviet. Russia. This is
particularly necessary in view .of the present anti-Soviets
campaign of the reformists and social democrats. That Com-
rade Ewert is overestimating the stabilisation of capitalism and
is under-estimating ‘capitalist contradictions was noticeable in
his arguments in regard to the Vienna “disturbances” which he
considers of only local importance. We think that the Vienna
“disturbances” to quote Comrade Ewert, were an insurrection of
the Vienna proletariat and that the slogan of political workers
councils should have been issued in that situation. We fully agree
with the decisions made by the Executive concerning this
question.’ b ; S

Divergence in the-estimate-of the present 'situation was also
noticeable in the discussions on the German election resulf. It
is characteristic that the same comrades who overestimate, in
regard to the ‘election result' in Germany, the increased social-
democratic poll do not lay enough emphasis on the qualitative
success of the Communist Party. It.is a fact that the C. P.G. in-

creased its poll above all in industrial districts, which means
that it increased its influence among the most important sections
ol workers. However; friends of Comrade.Ewert said in the
Pol Bureau that the election result means a bourgeois victory.
(hear, hear!). Later on this was withdrawn. Nevertheless such
estimate is characteristic of these comrades’ conceptiors. t

Comrade Ewert tried to disguise his divergent estimate - of
the present situation by declaring that “there is a comsiderable
number ‘of comrades who lcok upon the theses as a- morass-
perspective.” We have not heard comrades express such an
opinion in this hall; neither did any of the comrades in the
German delegation give the least indication of such an attitude.
I think that these insinuations of Comrade Ewert are contrary
not only to the character of the theses but also to Comirade
Bukharin’s arguments. '

Comrade Thélmann has already dealt with the efforts of the
German trade union bureaucrats to convert the free trade unions
into organs of the.capitalist economic structure, and, to develop
them’into auxiliary organs of the new German imperialism: To
enforce this policy they endeavour, firstly, to disintegrate
systematically the opposition, and secondly to remove the op-
position from the unions or at least to relieve oppositional
elements of their functions. L

But what did the representatives of-the Right fraction say
in regard to struggle against these expulsions? One comrade de-
clared that as long as we are not- strong enough to prevent ex-
pulsions we ought not to show ourselves too much in our oppo-
sition colours by defending openly our revolutionary. policy
during labour struggles (hear, hear!). Our answer to this policy
of the reformist bureaucrats must be — elaboration of the -
platiorm of a revolutionary trade union opposition in all trade
union organisations. This is the only way to develop a labour
opposition in the ranks of social-democracy. Not in the manner
of the good people in the “Einheit”, by making use of the Left

-social-democratic leaders, but only by working energetically for

the capture of the workers in the'S. P. G.

Just as in the cjuestion of struggle against the expiilsion
measures. of the bureaucrats, we have also divergence of.opinion
in regard to the question of strike strategy.

in Berlin, workers engaged in the building trade have ini-
tiated, in spite of the resistance of the bureaucrats, an inter-
mediate wage rate movement. Our comrades have issued the
slogan: workers take a firm stand in the factories, demand that
the bureaucrats should show their colours at factory meetings,
that they should declare their attitude to the workers’ demands.
This united front tactic is the correct revolutionary tactic in
labour struggles.

But an utterly different conception made its appearance in
such an important movement as that of the Saxon metal workers.
In this movement some of our' comrades did not concentrate -on
united front tactic form below, but endeavoured to come to. an
agreement with social democratic trade union leaders.

We have a similar example in the Berlin metallurgical indu-
stry. When during the Berlin Metal Workers Movement the
bureaucrats wanted to throttle the wage movement in the interest
of the sdcial democratic party committee, our ecomrades moved
the following resolution at the decisive functionaries meeting:

“This Conference of the Metal Workers’ Union of Germany
rejects the decision as utterly inadequaté because its. effect would
be a reduction in wage and piece work rates. The conference
instructs. the metal workers’ trades council to take all {le ne-
cessary measures for an immediate strike.” '

Considering that there was ‘obviously determination to
throttle the movement, the resolution should have condemned the
pelicy of the bureaucrats in a concrete and unequivocal manner.
We should havé said what the workers in the factories. must do
o compel the bureaucrats to take up-a definite attitude to these
positive demands. If the struggle was utterly impossible in the
then situation, we.should have said clearly and unequivocally
why the struggle is not possible in the present situation, so as to
ensure that in future movements workers would enter into the.
struggle better preared and capable of acting against the policy-
of the trade union bureaucrats. . t
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- -In this connection it is rather:significant that Comrade Ewert
laid special stress on-the role of the labour aristocracy. Comrade
Ewert has misinterpreted Comrade Heckert’s, arguments. He said
tHat the unorganised cannot carry on the struggle alone. This
is-not-so. We have, on the contrary a state of affairs when
better paid workers adopting a purely craft viewpoint, carry on
the movement only for themselves, only for their craft interests
and do- not make an effort to link up the struggle of highly
skilled groups of workers with that of the badly paid unskilled
workers. Such are the weak points of the Berlin Metal Workers’
Movement. These weak points should not be slurred over. here,
as' Comrade Ewert has.done. - ,

I will deal now with the question of the inner Party course
in the C.P.G. Comrade Ewert has said that the “majority runs
the risk of developing a group ideology”. This assertion reminds
one of the call: “Stop thief”. It is essential to set facts against
these allusions of Comrade Ewert. After the Essen Party Con-
gress some comrades endeavoured to improve on the lines laid
down by the Congress. After the Essen Party Congress the
Central Committee did its utmost to carry out the concentration
of the forces of the Party and gave responsible posts to nearly
all the comrades who belonged formerly to the Right group.
However some of these comrades have tried systematically to use
their position for the purpose of making their erroneous political
standpoint the standpoint of the Communist Party. In plain Ge:-
man we call this fraction work. This fraction work of the Right
group was more or less made use of by the group around Ger-
hardt for bolstering up their positions.

* I will give you facts:

' The. June Plenum of the Party was made use of to improve
- on the Essen decision in regard to the Left S.P.G.

When Brandler’s programme of action was discussed these
comrades were against saying in the end part: -“If comrades use
the programme of action as' a group platiorm they must be
fought”. :

It is a fact that in connection with the Berlin District
Party Congress an attempt was made to remove certain com-
rades irom the small district Executive so as to strengthen
the influence of the conciliatory current in the Berlin Exe-
cutive.

" An attempt was made by enlarging the Polit Secretariat of
the C. C. to give the majority there to comrades who belonged to
the Gerhardt-Ewert group. : . '

It was proposed taht Comrade Waicher should be at the
head of the trade union department and also that other comrades
of the same tendericy should be-given leading functions.

Before the last meeting of the Executive these comrades de-
clared that the main danger is the Left danger. This means that
the Right which had the majority in the trade union department
was sabotaging with all the means at its disposal the execution
of the decisions of the Communist Party in its Central Committes,
and was carrying on openly a struggle against it.

. .-In the candidates’ question these comrades tried to get into
Parliament not only Brandler and Thalheimer but a number of
other comrades in order to change in this manner the correlation
of force in the functionaries cadre.

It is a fact that the comrades of the Gerhardt group are
endeavouring above all to utilise the Berlin trade union apparatus
in order to induce Berlin Party members to associate themselves
with this conciliatory current. The most important Berlin trade
union fraction is still under the leadership of an opponent of the
R.LL.U. decisions. These .comrades are also strongly represen-
ted in other fraction executives. Not enough new functionaries
are drawn into the work.

’It.is a fact that in the discussion on the R.I. L. U. Congfess
these comrades eneavoured to disguise more or less the diffe-
rences with the Right group. . :

The facts I have just given show that Comrade Ewerl’s
assertion that the Pol Bureau wants to brand certain comrades
is absolutely faise. The Right as well as comrades belonging to
the “conciliatory” current have branded themselves by their own
actions. They cannot erase the mark unless they show by deeds
that they are willing to carry out the decisions of the VI. World

Congress shouider to shoulder with the majority of the Pol
Bureau. :

Comrades, with your permission, 1 will say a few more
words concerning Comrade Ewert’s arguments. concerning the
proposals of the Russian delegation. The Russian delegation has
declaréd that the main danger is the Right danger and that it
is also necessary to fight the conciliatory current. It is also said
in the amendments that it is necessary to draw the best forces of
the Party .into the work, and to take resolutely the course of con-:
solidating the Party. :

In regard to this Comrade Thélmann said clearly: we agree,
the Right danger is the main danger. But the followers of the
conciliatory current who are utilising, more or less, this Right
for themselves and are in turn utilised by the Right, preveriting
thereby theParty from fighting the Right as itshould befought, must
also be combated by ideological means as well as by orgaui-
sational measures. Comrade Thilmann said clearly: If the com-
rades around Ewert associate themselves unreservedly with the
proposals of the Russian delegation it will be possible to over-
come the differences in the Party without much difficulty. What
is Comrade Ewert’s answer? He says: “Even the majority of an
Executive can degenerate into a' group” (interjection by Thil-
mann: This was what Trotzky said). Comrade Thilmann’s inter-
jection is correct, this is what Trotsky said. This reminds us of
the Trotskyist conception of organisation. It is true, that Com-
rade Ewert toned down subsequently his arguments by declaring
that it is possible to overcome divergencies of opinion, “provided
there is on all sides a real desire to do so”. Comrade Thilmann
stated clearly that this desire exists in the C.C. and in the Dele-
gation. Comrade Ewerts’ aswer to this is: Yes, but there is the
danger that the majority which is now willing to overcome
divergencies of opinion “will degenerate”. This is a terrible
insult to the Party majority. Comrade Ewert shows his williag-

. mess to overcome divergencies of opinion in a peculiar manner.

This i_s consent with reservation, i. e. if Comrade Ewert thinks it
expedient in a certain situation to bring forward a different

_policy he will say: “I am not bound by discipline because the

majority is on the road to degeneration”. This was also said by
Trotsky about the big majority of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union. Comrade Ewert must make up his mind either to
pursue the path propsed by the Russian Pol Bureau which is
identical with  the views of the German delegation and Pol
Bureau, or he must realise that if he does not puruse this path,
if he does not carry out the decisions in a disciplined manner
shoulder to shoulder with the comrades of the C. C., he can
become a rallying centre for elemnets who. hold views. which
deviate from those of the Party. Comrade Ewert must realise
this consequence. This is the meaning of the warning which
was given comrade Ewert also.in the German delegation.

. We say that it is necessary to give an impetus to self-
criticism in our Party organisations including the lower or-
ganisations. This, together with a correct ufilisation of the
experiences of the Party, will result in a correct political orien-
tation. Moreover, on the strength of self-criticism the lower or-
ganisations will begin to elect Executives capable of creating

organisational guarantees for the execution of the decisions of

the VI. World Congress in a disciplined manner by the whole
Party. We believe that the decisions of the VI. World Congress
will become the basis for the development of maximum unity

‘and-activity in the Party.

Comrade LOMINADZE (C.P.S.U.):

The central point at present is the approach of the war
danger, -or it is better to say not merely the approach but, so
to say, - already the beginning of the war, if we take the war which
Is now being fought in China. The division of Chian, which has
been begun, testifies to this in an irrefutable manner. But,
comrades, one must not, on the ground that the danger of war
is extraordinarily close and that it has become a real menace
of the present day, under-estimate the positive possibilities given
us by the growth of the inner. contradictions in the individual
capitalist. countries. This would be a big mistake .and it seems
to.me that the Theses in no case give cause for such an
orientation. On the basis of such an analysis of the present
period, the Theses lay down the general line of the Communist

International for the period immediately before us. This general
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line conditions the following tasks: struggle against the
approaching war danger, defence of the Soviet Union, defence
of the Chinese Revolution and the colonial movement, and last,
but not least, the preparation of the proletariat — in connectien
with the augmenting crisis of capifalism — for an infensified
struggle. to overthrow the power of the bourgeoisie, to establish
the dictatorship of the proletariat. This is the orientation and
this is the line of the Theses proposed to the VI. World Congress.
If one looks upon the speeches of some comrades from this point
of view, then it appears to me to be quite beyond doubt that
the declarations of agreement with the Theses do not always
torrespond to a real agreement with the Theses on the part of
the various comrades. It seems to me that Comrade Ewert, who
tried to defend the Theses proposed by our Delegation to the
VI. World Congress, in reality deviated from the line of the
Theses, and from the orientation given in the Theses. Comrade
Ewert developed the idea here that the victory of the Communist
- Parties, and the victory of the proletarian” revolution, is not
possible all at one time. This is a matter that requires no proof
and on this occasion nobody will begin to quarrel. with
Comrade Ewert. But Comrade Ewert cited this indisputed truth
in order to prove that the Vienna uprising was an exception to
the general rule and that in a country other than Austria, which
is a state with only one large town —, Vienna, the recurrence
of such an uprising would be impossible. More than once a
sentence slipped out of Comrade Ewert, to the effect that
revolutionary struggles could not take place in the present
period. It seems to me that such an appraisal of the Vienna
uprising as an exception which could not be repeated in
other countries, is not correct and that it most sharply con-
‘tradicts. the whole orientation of the Theses. The Vienna
uprising was revolutionary explosion, and had it had the
preconditions of a powerful Communist Party and its connection
with the masses, it would have become the starting point of
the proletarian revolution in Austria. Are such explosions
possible in other countries? They are absolutely possible. From
the point of view of the orientation given in the Theses the
Vienna uprising is a phenomenon entirely according to law, one
which = proceeds inevitably from the sharpening crisis of
capitalism. . ‘

. A still ‘greater mistake which Comrade Ewert has made is
* his anpraisal of the oreat British strike. Comrade Ewert declared
literally that if the British strike — at first the General Strike
and then the miners’ struggle — disclosed the forces of the
British .working class, on the other “side it showed the might
and solidity of bourgeois stabilisation in England. This con-
clusion decisively contradicts not only what is stated in the
Theses, but likewise all the appraisals ever given by the
Comintern with regard to the British General strike. The
Comintern has constantly emphasised the gigantic revolutionary
significance of the strike struggles of 1926 in Great Britain, and
has at all times pointed out that the events of the year 1926 were
the expression of the extreme insecurity and unsteadiness of the
stabilisation of British capitalism.

It appears to me, furthermore, that Comrade Ewert
erroneously estimates the extent and the character of the Left-
ward turn of the masses of workers in Europe. Comrade Ewert
said that one must not compare the votes that were cast for
our Communist Party in the elections with a leaden weight, but’
that neither must one consider the votes cast fot the Social
Democracy as empty straw. Of course, one must not make such a
comparison. It seems to me, however, that it would be a big
mistake to proceed like Comrade Ewert does, when he identifies
absolutely the specific gravity of votes cast for the Communist
Party of Germany with the votes cast for the Social Democracy.
Comrade Ewert declared that while every ballot cast for our
Party is a lead weight thrown ppon our side of the scales, every
ballot cast for the Social Democracy is also a lead weight, but
it is one thrown upon the scales of the bourgeoisie. This
comparison is wrong, and it shows quite obviously how
erroneously  Comrade Ewert conceives of the character of the
process of Leftward development of the working class in Europe
and particularly in Germany. In. the elections the Communist
Partv of Germany came forward with a revolutionary slogan.
It raised the demand for the proletarian dictatorship, for the
workers’ and peasants’ government, which is.a synonym- for
the proletarian dictatorshin. The Communist Party: did not
promise the workers any sort of betterments through -its work
in Parliament, but on the contrary the sharpening of the struggle.

nature.

In the elections the Communist Party called' upon the
proletariat for a greater = exertion of its- powers for  the
revolutionary struggle. The Social Democracy .on the other
hand came forward with a positive reformist ‘programme. The
Social Democracy made excellent use of these Social Democratic
illusions about peacefoul development, with which -the German
working class is still imbued to a very great degree. It is, there-
fore, absolutely wrong if one now identifies the votes cast
for the Party of reévolutionary struggle, according to specific
gravity, with the votes cast for the reformist party which wrote -
upon its banner the programme of peaceable organic: construction.

Comrade Ewert identified himself with the proposal to in-
clude a special point in the Theses on the tempo and character
of economic development in the U.S.S.R., which was made
here by a number of delegations, but h2 proposed to broaden
these proposals in such a way as to say that the Communist,
International shall assure a better .information service concer-
ning the difficulties that stand in the way of the industrialisation.
oi the Soviet Union.

Our Party and the Comintern are doing everything possible -
on their part, and perhaps more than is necessary sometimes,
to reveal before the whole world the difficulties that stand in
the way of our construction. I do not altogether understand
what this proposal aims at. A reproach to the Comintern and
the C.P.S.U. from this side is absolutely out of place.

Finally as to the inner Party

question which Comrade
Ewert touched upon. ‘

Comrade Ewert puts the whole question as if he had diffe-
rences with the majority of the C.C. of the Communist Party
of Germany over the question of applying organisational mea-
sures against the Right group, against the Right tendency in
the Party. I really must say that if one talks of the shortcomings
in the leadership of the' Communist Party of Germany, its short-’
comings do not consist in an excessive resort to organisational
measures against the Right comrades, against those who openly
depart from the Leninist line of the Comintern and who openly
violate Party discipline, but that its shortcomings consist in
making far too little application of these organisational mea-
sures. (Applause.) : ‘ "

It seems to me that there cannot be even the slightest
doubt of this in the minds of a single delegate to this Congress
who heard the speech of Comrade Lozovsky (yesterday), in-
which he pilloried all the dealings of the leaders of local orga-
nisations, of prominent Party functionaries — dealings which
directly tend towards a defence of the Amsterdam International.

It seems to me that it would be absolutely wrong for any-
cne to try to separate entirely the political line from the orga-
nisational measures. One must clearly and soberly look the truth’
in the eye as it is. If the Party carries out a definite political"
line, and if a group or a fraction organises itself inside the
Party and sets itself the task of forcing the Party to give up
this political line — then one cannot always confine oneself
solely to corrective measures. Against a Right group, against
a Right fraction, and. consequently against organised measures
to which a Right opposition resorts, there will become inevi-
table in one case or another the application by the Party leader-
ship also of organisational measures of a Party disciplinary

Now as to the claim of Comrade Ewert that the majority
of the Communist Party of Germany is to a certain extent on
the road to degeneration into a special group; here Comrade’
Ewert, if he makes such accusations, should at least have based
them upon some sort of valid proofs. ‘

In the present case, is not the raising of such a reproach
against the C.C. of the Communist Party of Germany merely
a camouflage of the fact, on the part of Comrade Ewert, that
a group character is far rather borne by the activity of those
comrades who have grouped themselves around Comrade Ewert
on various questions of inner Party life? It seems to me that
this is the way the things stand and not the other way.

And, finally, if Comrade Ewert accepts the motion of the
C.P.S.U. delegation in which a characterisation is given of.
the inner Party relations of the Communist Party of Germany,
he must accept it without amy reservations whatever. Those te-
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servations which Comirade Ewert made here may furnish the
ogcasion. for further differences of opinion, for further struggle
against ‘the leadership of the C.C. of the Party, and the Con-
 gress must see to it that the motions of our delegation on the

question of the inner. Party situation in the Communist Party of’

Germany are accepted without any reservations whatever.

. In my opinion, Comrade Pepper obscured, to an even grea-
ter. degree than Comrade Ewert, the meaning .of the leftward
process of the working class in Europe. The Theses say: “The
geénera] process of the march to the Left of the masses of
workers in European countries advances further.” But Comrade
Pepper declared in-his speech: “We cannot say even about Ger-
Jnany, about France and Great' Britain, that there is in process
a general leftward march of-the working class.” Pepper added

to this sentence the following: “The decisive mass, viz. the

majority of the European working eclass, does not yet give ex-
pression to the Leftward trend.”” First of all the decisive mass
of the working class is not yet its arithmetical majority. Se-
condly, no one has ever said that the Leftward ‘march of the
.decisive mass. of the proletariat has aJready been concluded.

Finally, the growth of sympathy for the Soviet Union, the Vienna,

uprising, the wave of demonstrations on the occasion of the
execution of Sacco and Vanzetti — all this is the most con-
vincing expression of the circumstance that the general process

of the Leftward march of the decisive masses of Europe has.

begun and that it is proceeding. In his speech, Comrade Pepper
further statéd: “The growth. of the base of reformism and of

the American Federation of Labour, and the consolidation of

civil peace, is an inevitable consequence of the increasing sireng-
thening of the world hegemony of the United States of America.”
Will the growth in the. world- hegemony of the United States
go hand in hand-.with a consolidation of civil peace — this is
still a2 more than disputed problem. It appears to me that Com-

- rade.Pepper .is not right when he presents the perspective. of-

the development of class antagonisms in America in this manner.
In’ my opinion the contrary is .correct. -

. Comrade Pepper states that the further leltward march of

_the proletariat is being checked' because in the ranks of the
American bourgeoisie there are no great differences; it is ab-
" ‘solutely impermissible to look upon this whole story. as a brake,
as a barrier to the process of leftward march of the American
working class. All that Comrade Pepper has said in.this con-
nection is nothing else than the expression of that circumstance
that,in America the political power of the bourgeoisie confronts
the” American proletariat in the most concentrated, in the most
naked form, where class stands out most clear-cut against class,
and that this circumstance must beconie a guarantee ard a fac-
tor for the intensification of the process of leftward march in
theé- ranks:of the American working class, and not a factor al-

leviating it as Comrade Pepper believes. Comrade Pepper has,

turned things upside down in. respect to the perspective of the
development of the American labour movement. I have no time
to enter in detail upon this economic analysis, if 1 may so call
it, which Comrade Pepper gave when he appraised the perspec-
tives of the development of American capitalisni. .1 will say only
the .following: if this section of the speech of Comrade Pepper,
which is an advertisement for. the power of American imperia-
lism, were published in the American press one-might consider
it to be.the speech of any of the candidates of the Republican
and Democratic parties — it makes no difference which — at
an, election meeting. (Applause.)

.+ In .an article by Comrade Pepper published in the Ameri-
can periodical, “The Communist”, there is expressed with grea-
test elarity that dark perspective which Comrade Pepper. draws
with™ respect to the development of the labour movement in
America. Polemising against Comrade Lozovsky, the article
by Comrade Pepper dectares that the carrying out of the task
of ‘organising the unorganised and forming new trade unions
in- America finds the following obstacles in its path: 1. We are
hindered by the circumstance that capitalism in America is still
very strong and that it continues. t6 .move on an upward curve.
2. We ‘are hindered by the circumstance  that. the American
working class as a whole is in a privileged position. 3. We are
hindered by the fact that in America there is the broadest and
most powerful strata of labour aristocracy. 4. We are hindered
by the fact that the proletariat in the decisive branches of in-
dustry and gigantic enterprises consists of workers born out-
side of America and who speak various languages. 5. We are

hindered by the fact that a most powerful governfnenf of ﬁnancev

capital has consolidated itself, ‘which subjugates the working
class by mieans of troops, police. and courts, and which is
endeavouring to smash  all labour organisations. 6. We. are
hindered by the fact that the organised employers on a national
scale are conductig a campaign against the right of the non-
trade union workers to strike, and also for the formation of
company unions. 7. We are hindered by the fact that the most
important sections of. ihe workers in the steel, coal and fexiile -
industries . are compelled to live in company towns where the
employers own practically everything — the land, the houses;
the roads, the schools, and the stores, where the capitalists hoid
State power directly in their own hands and where a whole
system of their own.police and their factory espionage has been
established. 8.  We are hindered by the trustification of Ameri-
can. industry from top to bottom, we must not forget that in
Europe the trade unions .of the unskilled workers were formed
in a period prior to trustification, viz., at a time when it was
still easier to organise these workers. 9. We are hindered by
the Igircumst_ance that the Communist Party of America is still
weak. .

" In general, everything is hindering us, the,capitalisfs are

" hitidering us by exploiting the workers, the existence of capi-

talism_itsell hinders us, and of perspectives there are none at
all. (Applause.) : .

It seems to me that in America we have ali the premiscs
to' make our Comunist Party, which at the present time is a
séct — this must be stated openly — into a poweriul force.
There are more favourable premises for the growth of the Com-
munist Party in America than in a number of other countries.
They are the "gigantic social antagonisms which arise in an
ever-expanded reproduction in connection with capitalist deve-
lopment, and which Comrade Pepper has forgotten.

In this connection I should like to emphasise also the cir-
cumstances that, in my opinion, it is necessary to apply in
America also those tactics which were proposed for Great
Britain and France at the 9th Plenum of the E.C.C. L t

Comrade Pepper recenfly published an article in “The
Communist' International” in which he comes to the conclusion
that the tactics recommended by the E.C.C.I1. for France and
England ‘cannot be carried out in America.

- What basically impelled the Comintern to shift the course
of the British and French Communist Parties toward the left
consists in that reformism is developing turbulently towars
the Right, that the Social Democracy is becoming integrated

with the State apparatus; it consists in that raging struggle

which reformism is waging against the Communist movement.
All this is unquestionably present. in America in its ripest form
and therefore a fact which Canpon described, that the Com-
munists in New .York voted for the candidate of the Socialist
Party who was supported by the Republican . Party and ‘the’
American . Federation of Labour, is just as impermissible from
the standpoint of the American. Party as from the standpoint
of the French. Such facts must no longer occur in the American
Communist movement. The attempt of Comrade Pepper, how-
ever, to justify this fact by saying that the situation is different
in America ig a pernicious policy, an utterly wrong and rotten
attempt. . :

In America there are .all the, premises for the application
of .the change undertaken by the Comintern in England and in
France, and it is necessary that this turn shall be taken as
auickly as possible. The position. which Comrade Pepper takes
on this question must be rejected, and although I am not parti-
cularly well aquainted with - the factional struggle inside the-
American Party, it appears to me that if the majority of the
C.E.C. advocates all the views of Comrade Pepper then the
Opposition is right in many things.

"1 should like to make a few remarks on the Chinese ques-
tion. In the Theses on the Canton uprising we find the following:
“The Congress considers the attempt to look upon the

Canton uprising as a putsch, to be absolutely wrong. The

Canton uprising, which was a heroic .rear-guard battle of

the Chinese proletariat in the period of the Chinese revolu-

tion which lies behind us, remains, despite the grave mista-
kes of the leadership, the banner of the new, Soviet stage
of the revolution.” : '
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This. section in the Theses, if it is elevated to the rank
of a decision of the VI. World Congress, is of greatest prin-
ciple significance. This is not only a worthy reply to the calum-
nies from the Trotskyist oppesition which announced, in com-
plete agreement with-the Social Democracy, that the Canton up-
rising was a putsch organised by the Comintern, or an adven-
ture organised by the Comintern, but this section also puts an
end, once for all to any vacillations in our own midst on the
question of our appraisal of the Canton uprising. How far
these waverings go can be seen from an artical publisheéd by
a certain Comrade Reuberg in one of the recent issues of the
“Communist International”. The whole super-smartness of this
article consists in the profound conclusion that good uprisings
are those which succeed, while bad uprisings are those which
fail. He says: that the greatest mistakes of the Communists in
Canton was the organising of the uprising itsel. Reuberg decla-
res that: “the military and organisational-technical mistakes made
by leaders of the uprising were unquestionably also of consi-
derable influence on the results of the Canton struggle, but
nevertheless, as compared with objective causes, they had but sub-
ordinate and not decisive importance”, Here Comrade Reuberg
says everthing except the word “putch”. I must say that one
might with equal success brand as a putch any uprisings that
fails of success, particularly the December uprising of 1905, the
Hamburg uprising of 1923, the Esthonian uprising of 1924 — and
one might do so here in an even greater degree, from this
Reubergist point. of view, than in the case of the Canton up-
rising. When I read the article of Comrade Reuberg I came
to the conclusion that Reuberg was a pseudonym for Pepper
(laughter) since the whole argumentation of Reuberg corresponds
to- the arguments which Comrade Pepper brought forward at
the time against the Canton uprising. :

. Why have I again ‘mentioned Pepper here? Because not
long ago Comrade Pepper had the courage — to express it
mildly — to- declare in' the American “Communist” that the
Oth Plenum of ‘the E.C.C.1. had completely adopted his posi-
tion on the Chinese question.

Comrades, surely everyone knows that with respect to the
Canton uprising Comrade Pepper had the opinion that up until
the Canton uprising he was against the Canton uprising, that
during the Canton uprising itself he was against the uprising,
and that after - the Canton uprising he was also against the
Canton uprising. (Applause.) Therefore all the arguments which
he brought forward against the uprising are basically and in
form the same arguments as brought forward by Comrade Reu-
berg. Now, to be sure, it has developed that Comrade Reu-
berg is not Comrade Pepper but another comrade. This chan-
ges nothing in the case. Comrade Pepper considered it a merit
that €ven before the action of the Canton workers he had
warned the leaders of the C.P. of China and had pointed out
the inevitable fatal consequences of the Canton uprising. Com-
rades, ‘again 1 shall draw no complete analogy, and shall in
no case designate Comrade Pepper as a Menshevik, but 1 must
recall that the Russian Mensheviki in 1905—06 took a position
against the December uprising for the same reasons, that they
considered it premature, and they likewise considered it to their
credit to have been against the premature uprising.

I 'shall offer a small citation in this connection. Lenin wrote:

“Plechanov jokingly compared himself to a roman army
chieltain who had his son executed because he had begun

. .a.'fight prematurely, but if I had been the “son” in the
moment of decisive struggle, when “the forces of the revo-
lution already exeeded the forces of the government, without
hesitating a second, 1 would have shot (or in Roman style,
stabbed) “Mr Papa” -who issued the slogan for a horse
trade with the reaction,.and would have left it for the fu-

. ture to decide whether my action in murdering a -traitor
‘was his execution or a.crime against the respect for rank.”

The appraisal of the Canton uprising given by Comrades
Reuberg and Pepper has nothing in common with the appraisal
given in the Theses. ’

In order not to.arouse the impression that I want to cover
up my own mistakes in the Chinese question by pouncing upon
the .mistakes made by others at the same time, I must openly
declare that, prior to the 9th. Plenum I made a serious mistake,
which I want to mention. My mistake consisted in that 1 did

not look upon the Canton uprising as a rear-guard action,, did
not consider it to be the concluding engagement which wound
up a whole period of the revolution, but that 1 held it {0 be
the beginning of a new upsurge of the Chinese revolution.
Lvents have disproved this position, events have shown that the
Canton uprisinig was the last link in a_whole chain of revolu-
tionary struggles which had mounted particularly high in the
middle of 1927, and slowly declining, had ended with a last
mighty flare-up in the Canton uprising. After the Canton . up-
rising the depression set in. ‘

My mistakes consisted. in that, proceeding from-a false esti-
mate of the situation, I continued after the' Canton uprising to
hold that the course for an immediate armed uprising was just
as necessary as before the Canton uprising.

 Now it is perfectly clear that this line was not temable
after the Canton uprising. The 9th Plenum, and subsequently
the Theses proposed to the VI. World Congress, put this ques-
tion absolutely correctly; that the slogan for the armed up-
rising can now be formulatéd only as a propagandist slogan
and only in those districts where there is a spontaneous peasant
movement, that the Communists must put themselves -at the
head of these peasant uprisings, in order to consolidate and
strengthen themselves there. On the whole, however, the slogan
of the armed uprising is for the present only a propagandist
slogan for the Communist Party of China. Buf if anybody were
to say that because the period of depression had set in at the
end of 1927, already earlier than Canton, he is against the
Canton uprising, this would be an impermissibie distortion of
the line of the Comintern on this question. As long as there
was the slightest hope that the revolutionary upsurge would
continue unabated, it was necessary to act in the way that the
Chinese comrades acted in December of last year..

T consider it very necessary to enter briefly upon what
Comrade Varga has stated here. Comrade Varga has declared
that at the present time tremendous structural changes have
taken place in the system of world capitalism, which are ex-
pressed in the change in the character of unemployment. Com-
rade Varga looks upon the unemployment of today as a struc-
tural unemployment. According to the opinion of Comrade
Varga, for all large industrial countries a new law of develop-
ment has been set in force, under which the amount of variable
capital, and consequently also the number of workers, declines
absolutely in the face of a simultaneous increase in constant
capital. o

Comrade Varga does not limit himself to the statement of
a single fact, but he draws general conclusions froin it. These
general conclusions decisively contradict the whole teachings of
Marx. ComradeVarga himselt does not hide the faci-that in
respect to the laws established by Marx, his thesis is some-
thing new. | will read only one section from “Capital” in
which Marx says the opposite of what Comrade Varga has
maintained: o ) :

“Just as simple reproduction incessantly reproduces also
the capitalist relationship itself — the capitalists on the one
side and the wage workers on the other, so expanded re-

" production, or expanded accumulation, reproduces capitalist
relations on an expanded basin: more capitalists or more
big capitalists on the one pole, more wage workers on the
other pole.”

Marx concludes this paragraph as follows:

“Thereby the accumulation of capital is the multiplica-
tion of the proletariat.” ) .

Comrade 'Varga on the other hand, maintains the opposite,
that at present the accumulation of capital is accompanied not
by-an increase but by an absolute decrease in the working class.

I must remark that this theory is not a particularly new
theory. This theory was once put forth by Tugan-Baranowsky.
Comrade Bukharin gave an excellent reply to Tugan-Baranowsky
in his pamphlet against Rosa Luxemburg. . 3

Comrade Varga bases his conclusions on two whole tables.
One of these tables, taken from the American periodical, “Com-
mercial Year Book”, points out that in the years 1919—25 the
number of workers declined by 7% whereas the mass of total
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production in industry, railway transport and agriculture, in-
creased by 20%.
Comrades, first of all the data in this table has not been
- exactly checked up. The table furthermore only offers data on
agriculture, mining, other industries and railway transports.
But what has happened to automobile transport? If one takes
the railways in an investigation of the decline in the ratio of
variable capital, then one should also include automobile trans-
port because there we have a considerable increase in the
number of workers. What has happened to building, where we
likewise have a large increase in the number of workers em-
ployed? It is not permissible to make conclusions on the basis
of a questionable table which revises the whole teaching of
" Marx. In passing I should also remark that in his analysis of
the data in these tables, Comrade Varga confuses two points,
the technical composition of capital and its value composition.
These two things must not be mixed up, however. With respect
to Great Britain, the figures which Comrade Varga offered, that
from 1923 to 1928 there has been an absolute reduction in the
number of workers, has been refuted, e. g., by Comrade Spector.
In addition we see in England a stagnation on the field of the
production of means of production, but not an increase of
constant capital, and unemployment there is growing on the
basis of the depression. According to the figures cited by Com-
rade Varga, unemployment in America in 1924 was considerably
smaller than at present, and today it is not the tfechnical trans-
formation but the depression, not the gigantic increase in con-
stant capital but the slackening tempo of the development of
productive forces in America, that has caused the unemployment.

In reality things are as follows, that a technical revolution
always has called forth and still calls forth a reduction in the
number of workers in the individual enterprises, in the indi-
vidual branches of industry. The steady absorption and expulsion
of workers by industry leads fo a rapid growth in the reserve
-army but the whole process of accumulation is accompanied by
an absolute increase in the working class. What we see to-day
is an accelerated increase in the reserve labour army, which
however, does not suspend the law that capitalism reproduces
an ever greater and greater number of workers on each level of
its development. Everything that now occurs in respect to un-
employment may very well be included within the limits of the
laws of development recorded by Marx. Capitalism develops and
declines under the same laws that Marx laid down, and we
do not have to think out any new laws.

In conclusion, 1 consider it necessary to enter upon one more
question. I believe that the sharpening of the struggle against
the Right danger inside the Communist movemeni which is now
undertaken by the Communist International, naturally in no
sense mieans a weakening of our irreconcilable attitude to the
Trotskyist opposition. Momentarily, however, the acute phase
of the struggle against Trotskyism belongs in the realm of the
past, while the Right danger crowds forward strongly from all
the pores of the individual Communist Parties. We see it in the
American Party, in the German Party, in the Scandinavian
-Parties, in the French Party, etc. The circumstance that the
Congress has seen this danger in time and that it is offering
the requisite resistance, is the guarantee for the frictionless over-
coming also of this deviation in the ranks of the Communist
International. (Strong applause.)

Comrade LOVESTONE (Amierica):

Comrades: I beiieve the American Party owes an explanation
to the Congress for the impermissible performance of some
comrades of the delegation that has come here. Allow me o
assure you comrades that I do not intend to air the inner
questioas in detail as has been done. I merely propose to analyse
the economic situation prevailing in the United States, not only
from an American angle but particularly insofar as it involves
the present status of international capitalism.

The comrades in the opposition of -the Workers (Com-
munist) Party are confusing the immediate economic situation
with the fundamental trend of economic development of American
'}‘mperialism. We reject any schematic concept as utterly un-
‘Leninist.

The American Party’s opposition say that they accept the
main line of Comrade Bukharin’s theses but they have seven
reservations; one, they want an elaboration of some sections;
second, an emphasis on other sections; third, they say that the
rate of decline in the growth of production is already clear.
Then they say that the rate of increase of exports is already

‘declining. Fourth, our Opposition demands a “new emphasis” on

America. Fifth, according to our Opposition the thesis of Com-
rade Bukharin fails to show clearly the interpendence of the
class struggle within the imperialist countries and the contra-
dictions between the capitalist countries. Sixth “it is necessary
that the Congress should work out a more concrete perspective
for America”, said Comrade Foster. Seventh, all in all, our
Opposition, in accepting the theses of Comrade Bukharin, say
that they want “a new word” on America. Otherwise our seli-
styled Left wing which the Comintern has repeatedly criticised
for its Right errors, accepts the theses of Comrade Bukharin.

Comrade Bukharin says that American imperialism is "still:
on the ascent; that the very prowess of American imperialism
is the basis of rationalisation in Europe. The Central Executive .
Committee maintains that American imperialism is still on the
ascendant. Our comrades of the Opposition charge that we
advertise American imperialism because we recognise as an ob-
jective, though -objectionable fact, the existing prowess of
American imperialism. For instance, the other day in our July 4th
demonstration, when our comrades were arrested for anti-im-
perialist acts, we were “salesmen” of Wall Street. And look at
this piece of advertising that has been put into the theses of
Comrade Bukharin — advertising American imperialism — in
the language of our Opposition: .

“The general social and economic basis of this fact is the
slow rate of development of the crisis of capitalism in the
course of which one of its principle component parts is om
the upgrade while others are undergoing a process of re-
latively slow decline. This includes the growing consoli-
dation of the positions of .the United States as the world
exploiter, creditor and usurer (the ‘prosperity’ of the United
States . . .)”

Now, what does the Opposition say? I quote from their
documents as follows:

“An analysis of the degree of ripeness of these contra-
dictions will show that Arherican capitalism is about to reach
the apex of its growth.” .

This is taken from the Bittelman-Foster thesis. Secondly,
“The present economic depression must inevitably become the
fererunuer of a deep gaing crisis”. Third, before the Presidium
of the Comintern, Comrade Dunne declared: .

“Furthermore, our Party and in this all of us are in-
volved, but of course most of the responsibility rests on the
majority of the C. E.C. — have underestimated the rapidity
of the development of the class struggle in America, under-
estimated the tempo both of the decline of American national
econemy and the will and the desire of the masses to.
struggle.”

A few words about the present economic situation in the
United States. Yes, there is an acute depression in the United
States today. Basic features of this depression are shown in
mass unemployment, arising first of all from the depression itself
and secondly frcm the tremendous rationalisation process which
is producing an army of virtually permanently “disemployed”
workers. Secondly: — the mass production which has been the
very beast and pride of the development of American imperialism
is bringing on sharp contradictions in its course. Thirdly: the
credit situation — with America as the leading world creditor,
is in a crisis, because of the terrific plethora of capital. There
are also crises in different industries. But these crises are not
elements of decay, elements of decline, but on the other hand
are symptoms of growth of rationalisation in these industries.
For examples, I mention coal, oil, textiles.

Are there contradictions in American imperialism? I refer
vou tc the fact that at the February Plenum of our Central
Ceommittees the thesis presented to the Central Committee and
voted for by the Opposition pointed out very sharply a number
of contradictions in American imperialism. Merely to enumerate
these are: 1. The large excess productive capacities as indicated
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in the “overdevelopment” of certain industries. 2. The deepening
fundamentally critical condition of agricuiture. 3. The superabun-
dance of credit. 4. Intensive installment buying which reaily
should be called over-buying or over-selling, To a large extent
American prosperity is based on installment buying. This mort-
;gage on the future purchasing power of the workers and farmers
which may for a time defer an economic depression, will become
an aggravating force of an economic crisis, once it sets in.
5. Derangement of certain basic industries. This is due for the
time to insufficient rationalisation and being appendage indu-
stries, like coal to steel and rails, and like coal ‘and. oil being
more subject to distributing <¢onditions of the world market than
other industries. 6. The rapid development of great international
<artels in Europe indicates a growing capacity of other im-
perialist powers not only to challenge but also to undermine he
supremacy of American imperialism. 7. American imperialism is
dependent on other imperialist powers for certain ‘basic raw
materials, as rubber, nitrates, oil, tin, nickel, etc. 8. The in-
creasing export of capital creates for American imperialism a
problem in the final repayment of commodities.

We have elaborated and emphasised the contradictions deve-
loping in American imperialism and the opportunities for work
for our Party growing out of the conditions arising from these
very contradictions. Are there already visible elements of decay?
Yes!' And we have pointed out very emphatically such elements
of decay in American imperialism as the development of a rentier
class, the narrowing domestic ‘market hitherto largely the very
_ base of American prosperity.

But .we must not overlook its certain strength .and special
Teserve. powers. :

However, when we look at this reserve power we do not
‘become pessimistic. We say that in this very aggression of
American imperialism we find the basis for the increased mili-
tarisation as well as the certainty of America being involved in
the coming imperialist war. In appraising the role of American
imperialism we must not overestimate the strength of American
capitalism. There are forces gnawing at -its ‘very vitals despite
the outward substantial signs of prosperity. Above all, we must
keep in mind the fact that international capitalism'is now in its
last stage — the decadent stage of imperialism. B

Comrades, our Opposition sees only either the contradictions

or strength. They cannot see, at the same time, that the very
strength of American imperialism brings about contradiction
and hence increasing opportunies for our Party’s working.

Now I want to examine some of the: criticisms made of
- Comrade Bukharin’s theses by our Opposition.

The vitaly of American imperialism is not to be measured
by mere figures cf the value of cominodities produced in certain
years, but by the whole system of rationalisation, particularly
by the productivity status of the individual productive unit, that
is, by the productivity per man per hour. .

The number of persons engaged in industry for the product
of one hundred men in 1914 is as follows: '

Year Number of Men

1919 . 102.2

1921 - 99.6

1923 80.5

1925 71.0 ‘

1927 64.0 (approximately)

Up to 1919 empioyment and productivity had increased si-
multanieously. Now the trend indicates continted increase in pro-
ductivity but, particularly in the last three years, -a marked
decrease in the number of men employed in the manufacturing
industries. The average worker’s ‘productivity in the manufactu-
* ring industries increased about 45% in’ 1927 above 1914,

The second point. Comrade Bittelman says that there is a
decline in the rate of increase of exports. It is silly to compare
the present years with the war years, as Comrade Bittelman
has done. First of all, the war and immediate post-war years
are an unusual period. Secondly we must examine the values in

~terms of pre-war dollars and not stop at mere superficial dollar
value. In order to have correctness in this respect, we should

not take the years of 1919—21 for they are not the proper base to
take. The United States is not living in a vacuum. We must
look at it in relation to other imperialist powers. The question
is: is the United States still beating in the world market all
other imperialist powers? We say, yes. It is this that indicates
the present strength and prowess of American Imperialism. O
this basis American exports are still expanding despite Bittel-
man’s figures. :

But why does Comrade Bittelman leave out the question cf
the trend in the export of capital which is the very key to the
present international situation? These facts show that American
imperialism is still on the upgrade. We herewith produce the
foliowing table: , .

American Export of Capital.

Year Amount

1923 414,000,000 (Dollars)
1924 . . 878,000,000 ’
1925 . . 1,031,000,000 ’
1926 . . 1,135,000,000 ’
1927 . . 1,377,000,000 ’

These figures are exclusive of refunding loans and are the
net amount of additional new capital exported within these -
years.

For the first six months of 1928 America has exported
1,053,164,000 dollars. This compares with 794,277,000 dollars in
the first half of 1927. It is a fact that American capitalism is
investing in foreign securities and'in domestic securities for
export and at home, a thousand dollar per business second.

Now Comrade Bittelman’s main argument to prove his
fallacious theory of the decline of Ametican ‘imperialism is that
the: percentage of national income received by the workers is
decreasing. Comrade Bittelman cites this in order to show the
increasing misery of the American workers. He forgets that
though it is absolutély trie that the rate of exploitation of the
American workers is increasing, this fact in -itseli does not
mean that their condition is getting worse. A smaller share of a
bigger national income is bigger than a larger share of a smaller
national income. To prove our point we herewith indicate the
constant rate of increase in the growth of the national income
of the United States: ' '

Year Amount of Income-
1021 . . 62,736,000,000 (Dollars)
1922 . 05,567,000,000 |,
1923 . 76,769,000,000
1924 . 79,365,000,000 )
1925 . 86,461,000,000
1926 . 80,682,000,000

Here we have an increase of 28,000;000,000 dollars in'seven
years — a pretty rapid decline! - : :

Comrade Varga is correct. when he states that the American
standard of living is not going down. The fact of the matter is
that the real income has been increasing 7% every year. What
the Opposition confuses is real wages with the rate of exploi-
tation. i

- Now from this fallacious income analysis Comrade Bittelman
comes to his most “damaging” conclusion against the theses
proposed by Bukharin. He says: “The ‘theses do .mot bring
out sufficiently the dependence’ between the ouater and inner
conilicts of imperialism”. Comrade Bittelman wants to create
the impression that Bukharin’s theses tried to explain the con-
fiict among the imperialist powers without a class basis, without
linking them up with the relations of the classes in the various
countries.’

It goes without saying that this is a ridiculous charge which, "
il it were true; would challenge the whole Marxian basis of the
theses proposed by Comrade Bukharin in behalf of the Russian
Delegation. '
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A few words about the role of American imperialism. The
Central Committee declares that the growing aggressiveness of
American imperialism today is based on its growing strength.
This is the special feature of the present world situation. Our
Opposition says that the growing aggressiveness is based —
on “The diminishing réserve power of American imperialism”.
“This is false and is a wrong “elaboration” of the theses. The
Opposition cannot see that the growth and aggressiveness of
American Imperialism can go together. Here is where they get
their criticism of the Party in certain fields. They believe so
firmly in their false conclusions that American imperialism is
about to decline, that they charge that the C.E.C. policies
towards Anglo-American and Japanese-American conilicts are
based on a supposed notion atfributed to the C. E. C. of America
being the tail to British and Japanese imperialism on China.

Let us examine some facts. I read from the estimate of the
Anglo-American relations made by one of the “theoreticians”
of our Opposition. Comrade Dunne in estimating the Anglo-
American relations has declared:

“If American imperialism really desires peace for herself
and the imperialist world, (we consider in this article only
the inner imperialist conflicts and not the general struggle
of imperialism against the Soviet Union) the requisite
procedure seems quite simple. It would be sufficient for
immediate purposes for the two most powerful imperiaiist
nations — America and Great Britain — to sign a Treaty
against war and agree to move jointly against any other
imperialist nation or nations, which disturbed the peace.
The combination of forces would be too powerful for any
possible grouping of capitalist nations to challenge.”

- The Central Committee rejects this opportunist non-Leninist
estimate of the Anglo-American conilict, and maintains that the
Anglo-American conflict has displaced the Anglo-German con-
flict of pre-war days.

Now let ‘us see about the Japanese question. Our Central
. Committee maintains that the Japanese American imperiaiist
conilicts are developing and are bound to sharpen. But parti-
cularly because of the strong persistent anti-japanese propaganda
of American imperialism and the propaganda of Wall Street that
the Unifed States is a friend of China — it is necessary for us
to expose this propaganda by making clear the concrete,
aggressive role of American imperialism. American imperialism
is today temporarily giving Japan, to a certain extent, some
freedom because of the greater common danger of a revolutio-
nary China. Do we deny the sources of conilict between Japanese
and American imperialism? We do not deny any of this. What
we do deny is that it is our work to hide the role of American
imperialism in this connection as an_ active co-operator with
Japan in crushing China. The basic line of the policy of the
Party must be founded not on the differences among the im-
perialist powers, but on'the concrete role of the so-called Home
Government, the United States Government, which oppresses the
American workers.

Is there a radicalisation process going on in. the United
States? The Central Committee says: yes. The volume of radi-
calisation today is greater than at any time since ‘the Lafollette
movement was at its height. We say, furthermore, it is increasing,
but if it were of a national and deep-going character there would
be some mass political expressich of it. There would be many
economic struggles of the workers. There would be a wave
of strikes. But Green, Woll and the reactionary trade union
fakers and the-capitalist politicians still have the overwhelming
majority of the working class following their policy.

The error of the Opposition:-on the question of radicali-
sation is that they maintain that radicalisation in the United
States  today is already national and involves the bulk of the
working class. This is due to the fact that they think radicali-
sation can come only when capitalism goes: down and that
American imperialism is already going down. They fail to ‘see

that the developing strength of American imperialism itself’

develops contradictions which are a source of radicalisation.

Briefly about unemployment: America with its mass un-
employment and with its consequent developing unrest affords
increasing opportunities for our Party. Our Party has responded
well. : . .

‘Much has. been said here by our Opposition about the fight
against the Right danger. The American Party. has consistenbtly
fought the Right danger for a number of years. Our Opposition
is making a caricature of the fight against the Right danger.

Comrades, I wait to give you a brief survey of the develop-
ment of our Party. —'In the first stage we magé ‘errors mzli?llljy
of an ‘ultra-Left character. For instance, Comrade Cannon 0w
parading here as ome of the Left, had a shoricut method of
fighting the uitra-Lefts by proposing to expet 5000 workers
from our Party. We fortunately rejected that method.

In the second period of our Party our orientation was
largely a Right Wing orientation, that was in 1924 and 1925 with
Lore-Forster-Bittelman constituting the heart and head of our
then Party leadership. Let us briefly look at the line of our
Central Committee at that time.

1. Labor banking, which everyone denounces today, was
officially -endorsed in the Labour Herald, edited by Foster, the
official organ of the Trade Union Educational League.

2. The convention in which the Foster-Bittelman-Lore-Cannon
group were the majority, was greeted by Lore in the “Volks-
zeitung”, his paper, as the victory of a majority for Trotskyism.
/}indtwhen we tried to repudiate this, we were defeated in all our
efforts. : o :

- 3. The convention sent a request to tﬁe ‘Comintern that the
E.C.C.1. decision to reorganise the Party on the basis of shop
nuclei should not be applied to America. ; :

4. Our efforts to secure a repudiation of Trotskyism as soon
as it raised its head, were defeated. It was not umntil instructions
came from the Party representative in Moscow at the Fifth Con-
gress .that Trotskyism :was first renounced by the then majority
of our Central Committee led by Foster and Lore. -

5. The whole of the trade union  work was then based
upon the skilled *workers, the labour aristrociacy. The sole
attention was. paid to the- amalgamation of the existing trade
unions. All' our :efforts to push-the organisation oi.the unor-
ganised :(1923) Convention) were rejected. :

6.  Lore,. who” was then thé real ideological leader of the
Foster majority, has since been expelled. At the Fifth Congress,
special instructions were given to our Party to have the then
majority- of Foster break with the Lore forces, now outside the
Party and unite with the followers of Ruthenberg.

7. The C. I. further declared at its Fiith World Congress that:
. “The comrades gathered around Comrade Cannon have
made a number of declarations which have shown that in
their efforts to secure influence on the petty-bourgeoisie they
have- failed' to maintain ‘the Communist position.” )

8. What was the policy of these seli-styled Left Wingers of
today on the Negro work at that time? I read from a speech
delivered at the Third Profintern Congress by Comrade Dunne
of the Opposition. L

“That the black workers are not organised is not to be
explained by race antagonism but by the fact that the
American workers in general are not organised. In those
branches of industry in which Negroes -work, they are
accepted in the trade unions as members on a basis of
equality. If we are against dual unions in general, we cannot
be for dual Negro unions. Race prejudice exists, it is true,
but the best means of struggle against it will be the
acceptance of white and black workers in one organisation,
and not the mobilisation of the Negroes on one side of the
barrier and the whites on the other.”

" «ff comrade Losovsky insists upon the organisation of
separate Negro unions' in America, then we invite him
to' come to America and. try to occupy himself with. this_
question for at least a year. I am convinced that at the next .
Congress he would demand’ the head of that comrade who
might propose such a solution of the Negro problem.”

Our Central Committee has put forth a totally different
policy, without Comrade Losovsky’s assistance on this question.

Then let us come fo the present period of our Party beginning.
with the close of 1925. )
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We now see the beginning of the.development towards a
Ilaolihewk Party, with the present Central Comittee leading the
arty. -

11‘. We reorganised the Party on a Bolshevik basis of shop
nuclei. . ‘

- 2. We raised the ideological level of the Party.

3. We have driven the Party into mass work. Today 47%
of our members are in the trade unions, as against only 32%
when we took over the Party leadership. _

4. We began the campaign fo organise the unorganised.
When we raised it concretely on the Passaic questior, the organi-
sation of the unorganised textile workers and famous Passaic
strike; the Opposition resisted it and branded it as dual unionism.
(December 1925 C.E.C. Plenum.)

5. We have made considerable headway in the unification
of the Party, ideologically as well as organisationally. :

6. We have here laid the beginning of masss work amongst
the Negroes.

7. We have conducted the fight against opportunism, con-
tinuing the fight against Lore, and th= fight against the ideologic-
ally damaging effects of American imperialism on the working
ciass and even on certain sections of our Party — the present
- Opposition. ‘

Comrade Swabeck, one of the leaders of the Opposition,
declared there was pessimism in the Party because the Russian
Revolution is no longer a source of inspiration to the American
workers. : : . : :

_This comrade saw a conflict between the ideals of the
proletarian revolution in Russia and the objectives of the Party
in active partipation in the everyday struggles of the working class
We rejected this theory vigorously as an example of the most
dangerous opportunisin.

And when Comrade Foster developed the theory that. the
trade union bureaucracy is invincible, and that the savings of the
workers in' America have “dynamic possibilities”; ‘we rejected it
as another evidence of the dangerous effects of the strength of
imperialism on the ideology of our Party. i

Our Party is engaged primarily in the work of organising
the unorganised. The Trade Union Educational League has been
so organised as to provide place for the unorganised workers in
its .structure. In mining, textile, needle trades, boot and shoe,

and rubber, we are engaged in organising new unions. In textile,

mining and the needle trades, we already have new unions or-
ganised. The Party is in the centre of every strike in the -country.

The Passaic strike and many others, the Sacco and Vanzeiti -

movement, the fight against the American imperialist war in
Nicaragua, the struggle against the oppression of ‘the colonial
masses — in'ail these our Party has been the leader. Today our
Party has the complete hegemony over the Left Wing.

Comrade Cannon spoke here critically about our election
campaign. I can only refer to an article of his in the “Daily
Worker” (June 5th, 1928) before he came to Moscow, in which
he wrote the highest praise of our election camipaign.

With reference to the Negro work, we have made many
errors, but we.have made a definite beginning in this work. .

‘In the organisation work, our Party apparatus is centralised.
‘We'have brought in more than, 1,000 new members in the mining
campaign: ‘we 'have more -than 15,000 members in ‘the .Party
today, with an average monthly increase of 600 miembers for
1928. We now have 28 factory nuclei papers with a circulation
of over 60,000. : . ‘ '

.Are we fighting the right danger? No one can charge the
Central Committee with being guilty of over-caution and conser-
vatism' in leading .the Party wotrk. The Central Committee has
provided for the immediate expulsion of any Party member who
refuses to violate an injunction. In the fight against the injunction,
particularly in the coal strike, many scores of our members have
been jailed. The same has occtirred in the national picketing and
street ' demonstrations in-which our Party has participated
vigorously and which have very often been led by our Party.

Only the other day our Central Committee was compelled to
repudiate a proposal by one of the Opposition leaders in America,

Comirade Swabeck, to refuse to build a new union in the textile

industry because the reactionary United Textile Workers — the

blackest type of reactionary union we have — has issued a

statement that it wants to organise the unorganised. We have .
been fighting against the Right danger in Minnesota, where

supporters of the Opossition said that the discipline of the Labour

Party .is as high as the discipline of the Communist Party, and

where these comrades insisted on supporting the bourgeois
politican, Shipstead, for the U.S. Senate. . .

In the anti-imperialist work, we fought the pacifist errors
oi Comrade Gomez, an Opposition delegate.

“In the mining campaign, we have fought the Right errors
committed in the ‘anthracite by the Opposition spokesman,
Papcun. .

 And in the question of the progressives, it was the_ Central
Committee which saw to it that where we made unity with the

progressives, we did not give them the leadership..

Our Central Committee very properly ‘sharpened its position
towards the Socialist- Party. Much has been made here of the
so-called opportunist attitude of our Party towards the Socialist
Party. :

The Minutes of our Political Committee December 14th, 1927,
show that this outrageous opportunistic crime (of sending under
special circumstances for special confidential purposes some very
reliable comrades into.the.Socialist Party) charged against the
maiority of the C..E.C. if it-is at all to be considered an €rror,
was participated in wholeheartedly by our Opposition leaders in
an even njore-aggressive and aggravating manner than that pro-
posed by the majority. '

Much noise has been made by our Oppositionists here in
reference - to the Panken matter as another opportunistic crime of
the Central Commiitee. Not only did the supporters of the
Opposition in the New York District Executive Committee un-
animously vote for the policy in the Panken election, but in the
Polcom meeting of October 27the, 1927, Comrade Foster made
a motion which was typical of the worst of opportunistic errors
our Party has committted in its relations to the Socialist Party.
The motion thus proposed by Foster was rejected. It reads as
follows: e

“That the policy of the New York D.E.C. in giving
qualified suport to Panken (the S.P. candidate for judge)

was incorrect. The Party should have approached the S.P. .

with general proposals for the etablishment of a united front

labour ticket in the New York elections, based on a minimum

programme.” . . .

The C:E. C. of our Party has been charged with opportunism

‘by the Opposition because of the wrong step it took in sending

an open letter to the SP.

It is clear from the minutes of Polcom, 7th Nov., 25th Nov.
and 7th December 1927 that though the Central Committees as
a whole was responsible for this mistake, yet the Oopposition
did more than its share in having the Party commit this error.
The Party has repeatedly pointed out the anti:proletarian and
pro-capitalist policies of the S.P. . .

On April 9th, before we received the last letter from the
Presidium of the Comintern, we find the following motion in
the Polcom: '

Motion by Lovestone: =~ , RS
“That the Party issue a statement not- addressed to the

S.P. but. an official statement to the workers on the S.P.

convention.” : ; .o

In the May Plenum Resolution, our Party elaborated in
detail its sharpened policy against the S.P. Comrade Bittelman
has said here that he and the Opposition as whole admit and:
correct theirs errors. What he should have said was that the
entire- Opposition repeats its errors.

Up to the May Plenum the differences in the Party were not
brought up in any sharp way. The differences that existed were
chiefly . between Comrade Bittelman on the one hand -on -the
trade union question, and the majority of the Central Committée,
inclusive of Foster, on the other hand. A similar relationship
occurred on the proposal of Comrade Bittelman on political
strikes in our every day -agitation. :
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On the very day before the last Plenum was opened, all
comrades were agreed that no political resolution was required
for the session. Comrade Cannon and Bittelman even made

motions to this elfect. These motions were unanimously agreed

to. Obviously until very recently the present Opposition in our
Party did not sée any Right menace. ‘

- I want to say a few words on Comrade Losovsky. He says
we rejected the Profintern resolution. He says we have made
a united front with the Right wing of the German Party in
opposition to the Profintern. Comrade Losovsky’s imagination
" is working overtime. : y

What are the facts ‘regarding the so-called rejection of the
Profintern resolution? First of all, Comrade Foster presented
the resolution on trade union work at the May C.E.C. Plenum
which we voted for. Secondly, Comrade Johnstone presented an
ultra-factional document as the report of the Profintern Con-
gress Delegation which we rejected and which not even Com-

~ rade Losovsky would have us accept. Thirdly, we carried a_
motion endorsing the Profintern resolution. Fourthly, the charge”

made by Comrade Losovsky yesterday that the cable to the
Trade Union Educational League Conference, the Left Wing

Conference, caused discontent in the Central Committee, is un- -

founded. Although Comrade Foster put his opposition to the
contents of this wire — yet we published it and long before we
received this advice for the organisation of the unorganised we
adopted the following motion: i '

Political Committee, November 2nd. 1927:

“The T.U.E.L. in order to establish working relations
- with the unorganised masses, shall build up a special con-
nection with the workers® clubs, shop committees and other
groups in the organised plants and cities. Into all groups
and leading committees of the T.U.E.L. there shall be
included representative elements from the unorganised plants
‘and in the respective industries and localities.”

As to the ridiculous charge of Losovsky that we have made
unity with the Right Wing in the German Party, Comrade
Losovsky — “people who live in glass houses shouid throw no
stones”. Is your criticism of the German Right Wing correct?
We endorse it 100%. Why do you make these charges without
quoting us as you quoted your case against the Germans?

Was there no criticism of the Profintern resolution by .1s?
Of course there was! By whom. Especially by Comrade Foster
about whom you are so silent — in the May Plenum Trade
Union resolution. Foster criticised it also in an”18-page letter to
Comrade Losovsky. In July Comrade Foster wrote an article
against the criticism made by Comrade Lososvky against us.

Comrade Losovsky, without the slightest basis of fact, has
been attacking our Party in a most shameful manner and char-
ging it with not doing any work in organising the unorganised.
Our Party has done considerable work in this field, despite the
slanderous campaign of Comrade Losovsky.

I myself have some disagreements with certain features of
the Profintern resolution. In this matter I also want to register
a sharp disagreement wich Comrade Pepper, who said he
agrees with this resolution of the Profintern 99%. 1 stand by
ation in the labour movement in the Profintern resolution is
no accident. Comrade Losovsky has yet to discover America.

. The comrades might ask, why is it that Comrade Losovsky
is so bitter and prejudiced against our Party? The answer is
the following: For years we have conducted a vigorous fight
against him to compel him to revise the programme of the T. U.
E. L .(the American Left Wing) which provided for a long time
" the exclusion from its ranks of any worker who did not accept
first of all the proletarian dictatorship.

When we consider the effort it took from us to defeat Com-
rade Losovsky on this point, there comes forcefully to our
attention the fact that Comrade Losovsky has no right what-
soever to talk of another comrade as a “muddler of two
continents”. The weakness of the Profintern is the leadership
of Comrade Losovsky, who has been making a muddle of nearly
everything hé Has touched. '

At the IX Plenum Comrade Losovsky introduced a resolu-
tion on the American trade union question in which there was

not a single word about the need for Communists working
within the existing A. F. of L. unions. The American delegation
to the IX Plenum introduced a counter-resolution in which it
laid the greatest emphasis on the organisation of the unorga-
nised, but at the same time said that it is necessary .to continue
and ‘increase the work of the Communists in the A. F. of L.
Comrade Losovsky fought against this amendment bitterly, but
was overwhelmingly defeated — in fact, even Comrade Foster
refused to vote for the position of Comrade Losovsky on the
policy to be followed by our Party in the mining -campaign.

Obviously, Comrade Losovsky acts in..a factional, preju-
diced manner against our C. E. C. I am of the opinion that
Comrade Losovsky has for some time functioned as one of the
primary forces instigating factionalism. ) .

In recent months the Party has done much work in orga- -
nising the unorganised. Several thousands of our Party mem-
bers have been expelled irom the trade unions. Our Party has
developed a vigorous energetic strike leadership policy. What
we need is advice and criticism, and not vilification from Com-
rade Losovsky.

Comrades, I want to say that despite the very sharp . cri-
ticism made by... (Interruption the Chairman announcing the
end of Comrade Lovestone’s time. One minute granted to fi-
nish). 7 T

The Congress should not misjudge the situation. Our Party
will not be thrown into a faction fight despite the vigorous
efforts of our Opposition to camouilage, develop poisonous
smoke screens and to stampede our membership into a suicidal
faction war. Our Party has fought the Right danger. We have
made a proposal here for a special amendment to the theses
provosed by Comrade Bukharin on behalf of the Russian Dele-
gation, to instruct the American C.E.C. to continue and in-
tensify its fight against the Right danger.

The Party needs peace. We are in the midst of big cam-
paigns — the mining campaign, the election campaign and the
campaign to organise the unorganised in a number of indu-
stries. There is a possibility of peace because despite all the
errors, all the hesitation, all the slowness of.our Opposition,
they are more and more coming closer to the correct line of
the Comintern, to the policy followed by the C. E. C. Thereiore
we insist that the Opposition should dissolve its bloc (Foster-
Cannon). We request that the C. I. should reject the uniounded
charge of Right Wing levelled against the-C. E. C. We insist that
the C. I. 'should once and for all put an end to the factional
Opposition to ‘the C. E. C. The American Party realises the
gravity of the situation. We are prepared to do everything in
our power to maintain the unity of our Party and to carry on
the tasks such as are confronting us in developing our work

.amongst the Negroes, fighting against imperialist war on Ni-

caragua, organisation of the unorganised. With the help of the
Comintern and under the leadership of the Comintern, we will
move forward to a united mass Communist Party in Amerlca.

Comrade BRAND (Poland):

" The liquidation of the inner-Party crisis in Poland demands
an answer to two questions: Firstly, are there actually big
ideological divergencies of opinion and secondly, is the policy
of the C. C. which the minority attacks, correct? The answer of
Comrade Bukharin’s draft theses is: the policy is correct, the
Party has achieved considerable success, divergencies of opinion
are insignificarit. The majority of the Polish delegation agrees
with this. It declares that it had to carry out this correct policy
in the struggle against the opportunist errors of the minority.
It thinks that these errors can be remedied provided there be
harmonious co-operation The majority expressed itself for har-
monious co-operation at the IV Party Congress and.voted for
the minority candidates to the C.C. The minority has adopted
a different standpoint. ‘Comrade Lensky declared yesterday that
the activity of the C. C. has been a series of mistakes which had
their origin in a Right deviation. He declared that Comrade
Brand’s pamphlet published by the C. C. “translates the views
of Fascist writers into Marxist language”. And then he said,
out of consideration for the. atmosphere of the Congress, that
he too considers the divergence of opinion insignificant. It is
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really inadmissible to bandy irresponsible accusations in this
manner. By such methods the minority poisons Party life.

I do not want to dwell on the disruptive activity of the
minority and wish merely to point out that at the IV. Party
Congress it did not vote for the majority candidates to the C. C.
and that immedjately after the Congress it resumed fractional
attacks on the C. C." The minority has been guilty of a number
of serious opportunist mistakes. In connection with election
tactic, it proposed the application of united front tactic from
above in regard to the social-Fascist P. P. S. All the minority
members  present here voted in the C. C. for this proposal.

In connection with the war question, the minority com-
rades brought forward theses in which a “decrease of the war
danger” is mentioned. This, at a time when feverish war pre-
parations are being made in Poland.

The same comrades defended not so long ago the thesis that
the Communist Party must bring under its leadership the en-
tire White Russian countryside, which means including the big
peasantry. ‘

The explanation of the representatives of the Warsaw Pariy
Executive for Pilsudski’s election success in Warsaw was: that
Fascism and Social Democracy asserts: that stabilisation is in
the interests of the workers and is not carried out at their ex-
pense.

Finally, the Executive of the Y. C.'L. in Warsaw (an ad-
herent of the minority) issued last May, during the metal wor-
kers’ strike, the slogan: “control over production”, a decidedly
oppoertunist slogan in the then situation, which the Comintern
had rejected. All these errors are of an opportunist charactet,
but in spite of them we do not consider the minority incapable
oi remedying them. We want harmonious co-operation with it
provided there be genuine Bolshevik discipline and genuine sub-
ordination of the minority to the decisions of the majority.

Just a few words about my pamphlet which, according to
Comrade Lensky, is supposed to represent fascist ideas. Among
other things he asserts that I deny the bellicose attitude of the
Polish industrialists. The Polish industrialists are the prop and
pillar of Polish Fascism. If they do not want war, [ would like
to know who does. Certainly not the workers and peasants.
How is it possible for the Central Committee to give promi-
nerce, on the one hand, to struggle against war and defence of
the Soviet Union and to publish on the.other hand, a pamphlet
denying the bellicose attitude of the Polish bourgeoisie. Lensky
wanted to prove too much and therefore he has not proved any-
thing. He wants to saddle me with something which is “utter
nonsense”. But there is a real contradiction behind this “utter
nonsense”. What are the causes which drive.the Polish bour-
geoisie to war against the Soviet Union? The minority ‘is in-
clined to say that these causes are purely economic, namely, a
question of markets for the coal and iron of the Upper Silesian
industry. Thereby .they dissociate war against the Soviet Union
from the epoch of social revolution on an international scale.
From a component part of the big historical struggle between
Socialism and capitalism they transform it into a question of
markets for the manufactured and other produce of the Upper
Silesian industry. We say: the bourgeoisie and the industrialists
in particular want war, but they do not only want it for the
sake of Markets, they are driven to it by all the political, econo-
mic and especially social contradictions of the Polish situation,
just as Great Britain is compelled to make war on Soviet Russia
not for the export of its goods to Soviet Russia, but because
of the contradictions and especially the big social contradictions
between imperialism and the construction of Socialism. Other-
wise it would be impossible to understand why Pilsudski mar-
ched on Kiev in 1920 when Upper Silesia did not belong to Po-
land and Polish industry was down in the dumps. The insoluble
agrarian question, the question of nationalities, the accentuated
mass struggles of the proletariat and workers in general, plus
the geographical proximity of the Soviet Union are so serious
to the Polish bourgeoisie that it. cannot maintain its rule for
any length of times as long as its neighhour, the Soviet Union,
is proceeding with the work of Socialist construction. The que-
stion of the causes of war, is not an academic question. The
causes of war determine the character of future wars. Is the
next .war to-be an ordinary imperialist war or an extraordinary
war, a class war of the bourgeoisie against the dictatorship of
the proletariat? It will be first and foremost a class war against

proletarian dictatorship. This is the most important thing to be
told by us to the Folish workers. We must on no account give
prominence only to the market interests of the bourgeoisie, as
demanded by Lensky; by doing so we would only disguisé the
true character of the war. :

Comrades, we are.in favour of self-criticism. We have exer-
cised self-criticism and have admitted our mistakes, for in-
stance, the mistakes made by us in the Ukranian question prior
to the 1V. Party Congress. But Comrade Lensky’s interpretation
of seli-criticism is a mockery of Bolshevik self-criticism, it is
disintegration of the Party, a struggle against the Party. We
want the Congress to help us to put an end to this Party strife,
and to do so politically and not mechanically. This means: rally-
ing the Party on the basis of a correct policy, defence of this
correct policy against all Right and ultra-Left deviations, en-
forcement of iron Bolshevik discipline against fractional attacks.
Then the C. P. of Poland will be able to achieve still greater
successes, it will become an invincible bulwark against im-.
perialism and will lead the proletariat to victory over Fascism.

Comrade ERCOLI (ltaly):

Comrades, 1 declare on behalf of the Italian Delegation that
we agree with the general line laid down in the theses and ex-
plained in Comrade Bukharin’s report. But while agreeing with
this line we wish to draw attention to several points which have
a bearing either on general questions or on some details in the
present situation.

We were pleased to see that in Bukharin’s theses and report,
as well as in most of the discussion speeches an effort was made
to depart completely from the purely verbal method of describing
the objective situation which consists in confirming the existence
of stabilisation and adding to the term “stabilisation” various
adjectives, thinking-that everything can be solved by a proper
graduation of adjectives. We must adopt the method of careful
and thorough analysis of elements which are either favourable
or unfavourable to us.

There are in the present situation elements not at all fa-
vourable to us. We are of the opinion that these elements, too,
must be considered and thoroughly analysed. Comrades, this is
not a question of optimism or pessimism. Acknowledgement of
the necessity of a critical analysis of all the elements of the situ-
ation should not cause dissension among the diverse currents.
Here the question is that we must carry out a very definite be-
hest of Lenin, the last word uttered by him on this platform at
the IV. World Congress. “Today the miost important thing for.
us Russians and foreigners alike, is: that we must study and
learn”. These are words which must be fully applied by us
in all the domains of our activity.

I declare that the errors committed by the C.I. as a whole
and by Individual Parties have their root in our failure to
analyse objective situations. That is why events take us some-
what by surprise, that we always arrive a little too late.

You remember the discussion we had at congresses and
plenums of the C. 1. with the extreme Left current which accu-
sed the Leninist tactic of being an “unprincipled situations
tactic”. It was Bordiga who made this accusation. We have done
everything to eliminate this conception from our ranks. But
through lack of thorough analysis of situations we might fall into
a kind of “unprincipled situationism”. How could we, for in-
stance, call otherwise a tendency which could consist in deter-
mining our tactic solely on the basis of formal, verbal, external
preoccupations, such as the preoccupation of the more or less
“to the Left” or “to the Right?” “Left” and “Right” is a termi-
nology which has acquired citizen’s rights because it serves
to indicate in the Jabour movement two fundamental deviations
from the path which leads to its revolutionary aims. But these
terms “Right” and “Left” have no proner meaning unless we
apply them to a definite situation, to newly arising tasks and to
necessities which are a result of the existing situation.

Comrades, I think. that the main result of all the work done
in regard to analysing the obiective international situation since
the Third World Congress consists in the fact that we have
arrived consciously at the truth that the decadence of the capi-
talist regime cannot be represented by a steadily declining curve,

on the contrary, we must visualise this decadence as a process
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resulting from the intensification and accentuation of internal con-
tradicticns, the consequence being that the general line takes a
zig-zag form. It is this truth which enables us to appreciate at
its right value the fact of a certain capitalist elan, which, ho-
wever, does not change the general character of the present
period which we must -still consider the period of the decline of
" the capitalist regime.

If we begin to look into the fundamental causes of the con-
tradictions, the development of which constitutes:the crisis of
the capitalist regime, we must admit that the ‘main causes are
the development of productive forces. and the fact that this de-
velopment takes place in an uneven manner. The merit of the
theses which we are discussing consists in having emphasised
“and correctly appreciated this fact. The problem of markets on

which we concentrated our attention at the VII. Plenum of the

Enlarged Executive, is also very important, but its importance is
not evident unless we consider the problem of the development

of the forces of production, and with the fact that the process of

this development is uneven.

Let us take Italy as an example. In the last two years this
country has gone and is still going through a serious economiic
crisis. The main cause of this economic crisis is that at a certain
moment a development of productive forces took place in Italy
which destroyed the traditional framework of Italian economy.
Naturally this, process. was determined by the historical develop-
ment of the capitalist regime in Italy and its internal structure.
The internal weakness of Italian capitalism, lack of equilibrium
which has always existed between the different branches of pro-
duction and which was-always overcome by bringing pressure
to bear upon the masses and finally the repercussions in Italy
of the booms and slumps in other countries — all this com-
bined has helped to accentuate the crisis by intensifying and
accentuating “its  manifestations.

- -But if we consider the present situatioh, we must admit that

theé development of the economic crisis -seems to havé come to a-

~standstill. There has been an attentuation of the most serious
symptoms of the crisis. This has been attained by certain mea-
sures adopted by the Italian bourgeoisie. The most important of
theseé measures are: 1. Help by foreign capitalists, 2. strong eco-
nomic and political pressure on the workers;.3. the fact that
Fascism has created, even in the bourgeoisie, a greater con-
sciousness of its general interests which enables the state to
intervene in the economic life with measures which cannot radi-
cally solve the problems and overcome the crisis, but can only
postporte it. It 1s in the -general interest of the bourgeoisie to

postpone the solution  of problems in order to retard the deve- -

lopment of events and to concentrate its forces on setting a limit
to the development of the labour movement and the proletarian
revolution which is an inevitable congsequence of the intensifi-
cation of the internal contradictions of the Italian capitalist re-
gime.r . ‘ :

"'Consequently, one could say that at present the position of
Italian- capitalism is outwardly a defensive position; but in rea-
lity this defensive position is a cloak for preparation for ruth-
less struggle which is already developing, a struggle for the
conquest of new .positions' on the.internal as well as on the
international market.

What applies to Italy, could also be applied, with certain
reservations, to'a number of other countries. We witness the
collapse of internal equilibrium in every country, a collapse
which is expressed mainly by greater ‘pressure on the mass of

the working population, an accentuation of the agrarian crisis"

and an accentuated class differentiation in town and country.
This is a general fact. That is why our delegation' demands that
the agrarian question be brought forward on a general basis
and be ‘thoroughly examined here not as a question concerning
the activity of one branch of our apparatus, but as a question
of thorough stiidy of the consequences and forms of internal
contradictions in the capitalist regime and-of the tasks which

confront the proletariat and our Parties. Personally I must say

that I am not satistied with the speech made here yesterday on
this quiestion by Comrade Dombal. This speech, which was a
mass of general plirases, cannot help to solve the problem —
we have coime to the conclusion that much remains to be done
by us in this domain.

On the other hand, the pressure . exercised by the develop-
ment of the forces of production causes the transformation of

the pacifist methods of struggle between the various imperialisms.
into non-pacifist methods. Lenin included in the pacifist me-
thods the: erection of tariff walls. At present we witness the

application on a large scale of another so-called pacifist me-

thod: establishment of big international cartels. But the main
thing is that we are living in an epoch when -pacifist methods
are substituted by non-pacifist. The wars which took place in

the colonies, the war carriéd on for the strangulation of the:
Chinese revolution bear witness of this. Comrades, that is why -

when - we study the international situation we feel that it is
fraught with unforeseen elements, that the fundamental prospect
is that of war, and that it imposes important tasks on us.

Comrades, I think that at this Congress we must insist
on the necessity of considering the perspective of war as the
fundamental perspective. Some of our Parties have not yet
grasped the meaning of this perspective. War is talked about
and agitation is carried on against war, but the impression
exists that this agitaiion is necessary more in loyalty to writtenr
down theses than owing to the conviction that war is inevitable.

But what is today the exact value of the war perspective?

In the past we were wont to say that there  are various forms
of contradictions which cause dissensions throughout the world.
On' the one hand, antagonism between individual imperialist po-
wers, and on the other hand the fundamental antagonism
between the imperialist powers and the Soviet Union, between
the capitalist and the socialist world. And we have always
thought. — or’ at least it is always at the back of our mind —
that the development of the former (that is to say antagonism
between. the imperialist powers) constituted to a certain extent,
if not an obstacle, at least a factor which retarded the develop-
ment of the antagonism between the imperialist states, and
the S.U. I think that this conception does not hold good any
longer. It does no longer correspond with reality. ,

To demonstrate this point, I will refer to comrade
Kostrsheva’s remark that too much stress is laid in the theses
on the importance of Germany in Europe. and in the world,
and that one should not forget Great Britain. Certainly, com-
rades, when we consider the present European situation, we
must admit that the predominating fact is the political hegemony
of Great Britain. Therefore we must take into consideration the
fundamental antagonism between European.and American capi-
talism. If we visualise an eventual collision between these two
groups and if we ask ourselves which of these .countries could
be at the head of the forces of European capitalism in such a

collision, we must say that it will be Great Britain. But such

a conception, the only basis of which is the present “political”
situation, is false. We must see things as they develop.

The political hegemony of Great Britain does no -longer
correspond with its economic hegemony, wheéreas the political
position of Germany does not correspond with its development
and economic jmportance. One must admit that ali the anta-
gonisms which -exist between the various capitalist states in
Europe and throughout the world are to a.great extent domi-
nated by the fact that a struggle for European hegemony is
going on between Germany and Great Britain.  This struggle
cannot be settled except by struggle against the Soviet Union.
If we examine the position and organisation of Great Britain

and Germany we must come to the conclusion that to solve the -

problem of securing hegemony ini: Europe, both these big capi-
talist countries must follow the path of war against the Soviet
Union. : : ’ :

Comrades, are war perspectives to relegate to a back seat .

the perspectives of the development of the class struggle in the
big capitalist countries of Western Europe? It would be a

serious mistake to imagine this. The two matters are closely

connected, above all because the development of the forces of
production is one. of the objective conditions of ‘the growth
of war danger and because this development takes place on the

‘basis of a capitalist accumulation, the fundamental element of

which is accentuation of economic and political pressure on the
working class. Secondly, from the subjective viewpoint, the

economic and political pressure brought to bear on the working

class is an integral part of imperialist war preparations. .

In reality, -the first skirmishes+in the war against the Soviet
Union are aiready taking place throughout the world. They take
the form of accentuated and intemsified class sruggle in ail
domains. The first combatants, the first victims of the war

T ) gl
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against the Soviet Union are the comrades who are prosecuted,
imprisoned and killed in the countries of white terror. We
<annot emphasise enough the close connection which exists bet-
ween the development of the overt struggle of the capitalist
States against the U.S.S.R. and the struggle of the bourgeoisie
against the proletariat in all countries.

To us the necessity- of developing better this part of the
Theses is connected with the necessity of bringing up once more
very clearly the question of Fascism. Evidently considerable
*-progress was made in this domain in the C.I. In 1921, 1922 and
.even in 1923 fascism was always spoken of as a special form of
the development of capitalism against the working class, in a
definite period and under definite circumstances. At present the
problem is: that the reactionary transformation of the political
institutions of the bourgeoisie’ and the bourgeois state is on
par with the intensification of the objective contradictions of
the capitalist world. :

Fascism is the mcst consistent and complete form of re-
. action. But fascism does not represent reaction as a whole.
There are forms of reaction which differ from Fascism without
being less important. For instance, when it became evident in
1924 that the ruling classes in France were compelled by the
then : situation to effect a reactionary transformation of -ail the
political institutons of Framnce, certain comrades in the French
Party issued the slogan: “Fascism has come”. 'This “was
an erroneous slogan. Today we 'see this quite clearly. Re-
action has come in France but . it exists in a form which has
nothing in common with Fascism.-Instéead of witnessing in
France the deyelopment of a fascist movement, we have wit-
nessed there a dislocation of the political groups of .the bour-
geoisie and the Left petty bourgeoisie and their absorption in
a reactionary bloc. Instead of assuming the mask of fascism,
reaction assumed the mask of Left parliamentary groups.

We think that some of the errors of the C.P.F.: in this
domain originated in the fact that it did not properly understand
the forms which ‘the reactionary political {ransformation was
to take-in France. Generally speaking, fascism is a:form of
reaction which can only develop under special conditions, mainly
‘when the big industrial bourgeoisie is weak, when it is obliged
to have recourse to special forms of coercion and political
oppression in-regard to the masses in order to maintain and
consolidate its. regime. Moreover, reaction cannot take the form
of fascism unless there is a possibility of developing a reactio-
nary “Mass” movement, by taking advantage of the re-shuffling
of certain strata of the middle and petty rural and urban bour-
geoisie. ' .
~ * Of-course, the fact that we consider fascism the typical form
of capitalist: reaction- under- the historic conditions of  certain
countries, ‘has ifs' very important political and strategical con-
sequences. The chief of these consequences consists in the fact
that the establishment of fascism and the complete reactichary
transformation of bourgeois society do not open the prospect
‘of a second democratic-bourgeois revolution; the proletarian re-
volution:is mature, we are going through the period of pre-
paration of a proletarian and not of a bourgeois-democratic
revolution. - - . :

We think that it is quite correct to point out the ideological
connection between fascism and social democracy. In some cases
there is even organic.connection; generally speaking, social de-
mocracy uses in:cerfain cases and under -certain circumstances
frankly fascist methods. But also in this domain one must be-
ware of excessive generalisations because there are serious diffe-
rences. Fascism, as a mass movement, is a movement of the
petty and middle bourgeoisie dominated by the big .bourgeoisie
and .the agrarians; moreover; it has no basis in a traditional
organisation of the working class. On the other hand, social
democracy is a movement -with a labour and petty bourgeois

basis: it derives . its force mainly from an organisation which is-

recognised by enormous: sectons of the workers as the traditional
organisation of their class. ‘ ‘ o

If we proceed now to the examination of the subjective
elements of the situation we must come to the general conclusion
that there is still disproportion between the objective and sub-
jective factors of the revolutionary®situation.

We can see that this disproportion is on the decrease
because a‘manifest radicalisation of the mass of workers -is
- taking place in all the big capitalist countries.

To us the most important thing is to ascertain exactly the
specific character of the process of radicalisation among the
masses, of the reshuifling which the workers are accomplishing
just now, — we must ascertain what positions they .are aban-
doning and in what direction the reshuifling takes place.

There are sections of workers whose radicalisation takes the
form of leaving bourgeois parties, of getting away from bour-
geois influence. Others again dissociate themselves from Social
Democracy. But there are also sections of workers which, having
got away. from bourgeois influence, come under the influence .
of the social democrats. It is a complicated process which we
must watch carefully. What we notice among the masses is —
that they are more active, more inclined to resist the political
and economic offensive of the bourgecisie. This resistance takes
the form of partial struggles against capitalist oppression and
exploitation, of growing sympathy for Communism and the
Soviet Union. I declare that in all these domains there is not
a single position which can be definitely occupied and maintained
by the masses without active -and continuous intervention by
our Party. : E

‘It is above all the reactio‘na'ry ofiensive of the bourgeoisie
which isolates us from the masses. P

Secondly, important structural changes are also taking place
within the working class. On the one hand, these changes result
in bringing certain strata of workers nearer to us because they
do away with a certain labour aristocracy, increase differen-
tiation among a certain intermediate section of the working
masses. etc. But on the other hand, we cannot shut our eyes
to the fact.that these structural changes imply also -the birth
of a new aristocracy which forms the basis of social- demo-
cracy. : : .

Comrades, just because we notice that these objective bases
of social democratic influence within the workihg class con-
stitute an obstacle to the complete radicalisation of the masses,
we make it incumbent on the Communist Parties to struggle
against Social Democracy more energetically than ever before.
For the same reason we enjoin our Parties to struggle also. more
energetically than ever before against Right dangers in our
own : ranks. . :

The causes  of ‘these Right errors originate, on the one

hand, in a certain nervousness of some of our Parties' and

among some comrades when they see themselves face to face
with the bloc of hostile forces arranged against us: the .rectio-
nary State, the reformist trade unions, their support of this
State and even their integration .in" the reactionary apparatus
of the State, their anti-Communist policy etc. I think that this.
is the origin of the Right deviations which manifested themsel-
ves in illegal Parties, for instance those in the Balkans.

On the other hand, the source of the Right errors is the
view that social democracy has still ‘a revolutionary role to’
play. This is the source of Right errors committed by the
French Party. " o .

Finally, the most dangerous tendency is that which would
like to prescribe for our Parties a policy approximating to that
of the social democrats. This is the characteristic feature of the
Right danger in the German Party, a danger -against which, in
our opinion, the German Communist Party must struggle with
the utmost energy. : ~

But even if we all agree on the ‘necessity of more energetic
struggle - against social democracy, we must decide by what.
methods and in what form the struggle is to be carried on: Let
us take for . instance, the domain of ideological struggle. The
errors committed by us in this domain are seli-evident. Social
democratic ideclcgy has still a strong hold on hundred of-
thousands of workers. We must wage a battle royal against
social democracy in.the ideological domain, and not only in.
theses and’ resolutions but before the masses. Are we doing .
this to the extent that we should? Certainly not. But’if we con- .
sider ‘general theoretical questions we must acknowledge that.
we are still in the positions occupied by Lenin and Bolshevism .
in the'war and post-war period. We have not made the necessary. -
progress in the struggle against social democracy and its' new
platiorm. - ' Co o
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. The decisions of the VII. Plenum which made it incumbent
on oir Farties to place themselves at the head of the partial
struggles of the workers against the consequences of rationalisa-
tiofi, Have 1ot been applied as consistently and completely as the
situation required. That is one.cf the reasons why the social
democrats still hold many positions which we could have cap-
tured.

I would like now to draw the balance of our activity in the
period -between the V. and VI. World Congress. We notice that
there are many positive elements in this balance: Qur growing
influence, a certain ideological and organisational consolidation cf
our Parties; but there -are also many negative elements which
must be exposed. Among . these negative elements we must
mention particularly our partial defeat in China, serious Right
errors in almost all the Parties, lack of solidarity in regard to
the British miners during the lock-out, and also a whole series
of organisational and ideological weaknesses.

We welcome the fact that in Comrade Bukharin’s report these
defects. have been dealt with, perhaps for the first time in the
life of the C. L, in a very thorough manner and that the necessity
of overcoming them has been made very clear to the C. 1. But the
fact that the Executive of the C.I is launching for the first time
the slogan “self-criticism”, shows that the C. I: .itself is not in
a very comlortable position. Defects in the activity of the Exe-
cutive of the C.I. manifested themselves in all domains, political
as well as organisational. Just one exemple: everyone is agreed
now -to struggle ruthlessly against Right deviations and errors.
But how much resistance we had to overcome when we frisd
to put right the policy of the French Communist Party which was
a mass of deviations and Right errors! The episode of the Sena-
torial Elections in the Seine Department and of the Menshevik
theory of ‘“circumstantial agreements” were not enough. It needed
the scandal of submission to bourgeois law and order, for the
C. L. to perceive that serious steps were necessary to rectify the
policy of the C.P.F.

~ . In regard to our Party, the Italian Delegation makes the
formal request that the part of the Theses which deals with our
successes and non successes be drawn up more critically, that our
errors and their defrimental consequences should be frankly
pointed out. We are making this request because we think that a
careful examination of our experiences in regard to illegality can
be useiu! ‘to all our Parties. We are marching towards war,
which means towards illegality. But what does, preparing for
illegality. mean? Is it only a question of forming a new depart-
ment ‘in our apparatus for underground activity? No, because
this is the least important part of our task in this domain. The
chief part consists in dealing with the problem of illegality on.a
political and organisational basis, that is to say, instructing our
Parties how to adapt themselves to all conditions, impressing
them with the necessity of grasping the situation as soon as it
arises and not when it has already passed, and of adapting their
methods of work to the new situation. This problem also implies
ability on the part of our Parties to retreat when the situation
demands it, in order to be able to give subsequently an impetus
to their revolutionary work.

A series of other defects has also been pointed out: bureau-
cratisation, failure in regard to recruiting, lack of a revo-
lutionary fighting force etc. All these defects have been indicated
bﬁl’t ne one-has indicated in what manner we are to remedy
them. iy C

To remedy all these weak points; we must work mainly in
three. directions: 1. more political activity within our Parties;
2. more:internal democracy in our Parties and the International;
3. a-clear exposé of the problem of establishing ‘effective exe-
cutives in the Parties and the C.1. °

There is much talk of the low ideological standard of our
movement. But comrades, how can we talk about raising this
standard if we do not encourage our Parties to disciiss more
freely all the problems of the Communist movement, if we do
not conduct these discussions in contact with the working class.

How can we struggle against “bureaucratisation”, how can
we recruit new elemerits and put more life into our nuclej?
Such are the problems which have been occupying the attention
of our Org. Department for several years. On the strength of
its experience, it has drawn up certain general rules, but we
;nutsf admit- that the results of its work have not been satis-
factory.

I declare that all these problems which are nothing but
different. aspects of the problem -of the internal life oi the
Parties, must be solved on the basis of broader internal demo-
cracy.

I think that we must pay more attention to this problem -of
central committees. If we compare the position of the central
committees of our Parties at the time of the IV. Congress with
their present. position, we see that hardly any of them have
shown much power of resistance during this period, with one
exception perhaps, the ceniral committee of the Italian Party. 1t
appears before the VI. Congress in the same form as at the
V. Congress, and during this period it carried on a struggle
against Right and ultra-Left deviations and put and to them. At
the same time it has succeeded in maintaining its homogeneity, in
keeping and rallying around itself all the forces which the Party
needs in its struggle.

In the last two years we had also to take organisatioral
measures occasionally. Whenever this was necessary we did so.
But all these organisational measures and the entire internal
struggle in the centre and at the base of the Party took place
always in the form of an open struggle around some particular
policy. If there is anything in the experience and internal life of
cur Party in the period between the V.-and VI. Congress which
should be brought forward for the benefit ‘of the other Parties,
it-is the fact that the process of the formation of the central
committee of the Party must be based on a definite policy and
must develop on the basis of open political struggle.

Concretely, our Delegation can express its view of the
problem of the central committees of the French and German
Parties as follows: In regard to France, we think that the time
has come to raise openly and solve the problem of the creation
of a united and homogeneous central committee capable of
leading the Party without hestitation on the lines laid down by
the C. 1. In regard to Germany, we agree with the statement that
at present the greatest danger to the German Party is the Right
danger and that the Central Committee of the German Party must
concentrate its whole strength on. the struggle against Right
deviations and relics of social démocratic ideology in its ranks.
As to the diverse currents which exist in the Political Bureau
of the Party, we think that the differences which: exist there are
differences which can exist normally in the Central Committee
of a Party without necessarily causing fractional and gro:ap
struggles. If on the strenth of these divergences in the German
Party it came to a group struggle or else to the adoption of
organisational measures on the part of the majority of ‘the
Political Bureau against the minority, this would be a very
dangerous state of affairs because it would be tantamount to
a shrinking of the basis of the Central Committee; moreover it
might also narrow down the political life of the Party and its
internal democracy. The task confronting the German comrades
consists in working on uniform political lines, in explaining
these political lines to the' whole Party and in achieving on the
basis of these lines unity among all the leading forces which
the Party stand in need of.

Comrades, what shall be the keynote of the VI. Congress of
the Communist International? We are agreed that the keynote of
the VI. World Congress should be struggle against the war
danger and ruthless struggle against social democracy and the
Right danger in Europe. But on the strength of the experience
communicated to this Congress by various speakers, we will also
have to make criticism, including self criticism, the keynote of the
Congress. We want more study, a greater capacity to analyse
situations, to recognise errors and to put them right. These are’
faculties ‘which cannot be considered of secondary importance at
the present juncture. Acquisition of these faculties is the problem
confronting the Communist International, its Fxecutive and ' all
its Sections. It is 'a problem which we must absolutely solve if
we want to be successful in the struggle for the emancipation of
the workers and the revolutionary cause.
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COMRADE BENNETT (Great Britain):

I believe the assumption of the American comrades was that
the problems which interrest them, are the most important
problems with which the Comintern. is faced. I personally see
only one justification for such an assumption, and that is, that
we all agree that the rivalry between Great Britain and the
U.S. A. is the most important factor in the relations between
the different imperialist powers. But just because we consider
this to be the pivot of international relations, I believe that this
Congress is in duty bound to try and make an analysis of the
relations of forces within these two countries. I will begin with
Great Britain.

The general suggestions of the British Delegation concern-
ing Comrade Bukharin’s theses were formulated by Comrade
Murphy.

We want to make it very clear, that not -only the British
delegates assembled here, but all the leading comrades of the
British Party do not agree with Comrade Varga with regard to
the achievements and prospects of capitalist rationalisation in
Great Britain. It is our opinion that the facts repudiate all the
theories about the new era in Great Britain, about the sec-
ond industrial revolution. But still, there is.one field, in-which
Americanisation shows some relative success, that is in the
labour movement itself. It is significant that, while Mond is not
. able to find followers among the capitalists for his schemes to
rationalise British industry, he finds followers among the leaders
of the British Labour and Trade Union movement for the
Americanisation of the Labour movement in Great Britain.

First let us take the international sphere. Everyone knows
that the so-called Empire Labour Conferences are to some degree
the reflection of the same policy as that of the Pan-American
Labour Conferences. These conferences do not confine themsel-
ves to mere demonstrations in the honour of the British Empire.
Take, for example, the work of the labour imperialists in India,
which deserves our deepest attention. In a recent polemic bet-
- ween Saklatvala and Joshi, the following assertion was made:

“Certain British Labour experts have made a definite
report that if the Right Wing officials of the Labour Party
and the Trades Union Congress of Great Britain are allowed
to take in hand the Indian situation, they will soon put an
end to dangerous revolutionary activities in India,.and make
the country safe for British imperialism.” .

That such report was really made can be shown by the
activities of Purcell and Hallsworth in India. The agreement
reached between the leaders of the British Trades Union Con-
gress and the leaders of the Indian Trades Union Congress is of
very great importance indeed. I will remind you only of two

decisions of that secret agreement of February 26th: of this-

year. First:

“Resolved that hereafter the General Council of 1he
British Trades Union Congress should directly represent the
A.LT.U.C. in Great Britain as its agents. . The same
Council resolved to express its gratitude to the Welfare
Workers League of India for the work it has done on be-
hali of the All Indian Trades Union Congress.”

The meaning of this resolution is very simple. The General
Council of the Trades Union Congress is the agency of imperia-
lism, while the Indian Workers’ Welfare League is an organi-
sation fighting against imperialsm. :

The second decision is that the British General Council
should send its organisers to help the “poor” Indian trade union
workers. In the report presented to the labour movement by
Purcell and Hallsworth, on page 43, we read:

“Our view is that we must take the mighty step of
linking up the British and Indian Trade Union movemenis
for the purpose of positive and sustained organising work.”

In the meantime, the Independent Labour Party, is sending
its “adviser” to the “poor” South African workers to help them
in the work of their union, which is headed by Kadalie, who,
with the support of Amsterdam, is openly fighting the Commu-
nists and Left wingers.

I want to say just a word here about South Africa. Comrade
Bunting said that during the last six years they have received
nothing but circulars from the Comintern. This is not true. There
was a very good resolution sent last year, which was prepared’
with the help of Comrade Laguma, a resolution which contained’
a new political and tactical line concerning the work among rhe’
natives. It is true, that Comrade Bunting is against this resoiu-
tion. It is also true, that the majority of the Central Committee
is with him. But this does not mean that the resolution is a bad’
one. Notwithstanding the fact that the majority of the Central’
Committee was opposed to this new resolution, and that it has’
been only partially applied, it is a fact that it has already given
good results. ' :

Now let us come, comrades, to the situation inside Great
Britain itself. Only children will believe that the institution crea-
ted by the so-called Mond Conference is only a voluntary con-
ciliation board. The real meaning of the decisions taken by the
Mond Conference is to supplement the Trade Union Act, which
is directed against certain kinds of strikes — political strikes,
sympathetic strikes, strikes of solitarity — with a special arran-
gement which is aimed at killing ‘the strike as a weapon of the
working class. ) B

Of course, one may say that their activities in India on
the one hand, and the Mond conferences, on the other, show
that the. Americanisation policy of the labour leaders in Great
Britain has achieved some success. Those same leaders who or-
ganised the defeat of the General Strike -and miners’ fight, were
sufficiently well equipped to exploit the depression which follo-
wed the defeat. they organised.

It must be admitted that the Communist Party was not suf-
ficiently well prepared to make the necessary changes, to adapt
itself to the new situation, and to fight the reformists with sui-
ficient sagacity during the period which followed the miners’
defeat. That 1s why, comrades, we consider the new tactic,
adopted by the IX. Plenum, as marking a new epoch, and as a
necessary weapon in our fight against the reformists. But, non-.
estly speaking, we must say that it is still premature to falk
about the application. of this new tactic. I will give a few reasons’
why this is so:

1. In order to apply this new tactic it was necessary to
have a new orientation of the whole Party. This was not an
easy thing, which could have been done in an hour or in a day.

2. The resolution itself has created some confusion in con-
nection with questions of more or less secondary importance;
namely, whether or not to drop the slogan of affiliation to the
Labour Party, and on the question of the political levy.

3. The resolution made no provision for the numerous by-
elections, which will become more frequent the nearer we get
to the general election. This is an important question, because,
if during the 30, 35 or 40 by-elections we act in an inconsistent
manner, it will be impossible to act correctly when the general
election comes.

Notwithstanding all these facts, I say that in Great Britain

' we can now see the end of the depression, and the beginning

of the awakening of the workers, when we will be in a much
stronger position to apply correctly and successfully our new
tactical line. -

Unfortunately, I 'must say here that in the first stages our
policy regarding the Cook-Maxton affair was not very success-
ful: The greatest error the Party committed was that, instead
of helping the movement by criticising Maxton, Hicks and the
others, we thought we were helping the movement by directing
Cook and Maxton. This was a serious mistake. But notwith-
standing this, it is a fact that the Party as such, from the top
to the bottom, have accepted and are frying to apply the new
tactical line.

Now, comrades, as. to India. 1 want to emphasise in the
first place that, immediately after the secret agreement was
signed by Purcell and Hallsworth, we witnessed in India a
great movement, directed not only against British imperialism,
and the Indian bourgeoisie, but also against the reformists.
Though the Americanisation of the British Labour movement has
given some apparent results for the.reformists, it would be a-
big mistake to over-estimate the progress they have made. At
the same time, it would be also a mistake to underestimate the
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%reatﬁp_ossibilities we have both within the movement in Great
ritain,. and in the colonies.. Mondism has made wider the
gulf between the masses and the bureaucracy; while labour
imperialism has drawn. together the. British Communists and
the workers of India.

Now I will come to the U.S.A. When Comrade Foster
and others come to us and say, it is absolutely essential to
sharpen our fight against the Right wing tendencies, we are
all prepared to say we fully agree. When Comrade Foster says
that there is a cerfain radicalisation of the masses, which opens
up new possibilities for the organisation of the unorganised
workers, again we say: we fully agree. When Foster comes and
says that the economic position of the U.S. A. is critical, well,

here we say that Comrade Foster is not fully correct; because

the present. depression is in no way the fore-runner of Ame-
rica’s economic declifie. But even in this respect, there is some-
thing correct in what he says — that in the present stage there
are great possibilties for a real elass struggle.

. If you take the whole picture presented by the United
States, you will see that there is very fertile soil there for
Communist work in every direction. But noiwithstanding the
fact that we agree with many suggestions made by Comrade
Foster, when he transforms his proposals into a platiorm, the
platiorm of his fraction, then we say, here we part. There is
a decision of the Comintern, that the continuation of the fac-
tional fight in the American Party means the. degeneration of
the inner Party fight into a fight of cliques. The very moment
the fight.is transformed into a factional fight, it'is no longer a
fight against Right ‘wing tendencies, but becomes a fight against
the Party and its achievements. (Applause.)

- On the other hand, I 'want to make it perfectly clear that
I am afraid that when the comrades of the majority make so
many reserves concerning the radicalisation of the masses, con-
cerning the economic situation of the U.S. A.; that when they
describe the situation in such a way as to hypnotise the work-
ers into accepting conditions as they are, so that it is difficult
even to imagine a powerful movement in the U.S.A. — then
they are rendering a bad service to the movement. The condi-
tions in the U.S.A. are undergoing a radical change. The
changes that have taken place are of such importance that it
is impossible not to face them and to draw ‘the necessary
political and tactical conclusions. But political and tactical
conclusions should be made in such a way as to consolidate
the Party on a platiorm directed as sharply as pessible not
only against right wing deviations, but also against any at-
tempt to revive factionalism. The main task under the present
circumstances is consolidation. Many mistakes to which re-
ference "has been made were mistakes not only of one group,
but of the whole Party. Take the Panken case, the famous
open letter to the Socialist Party, the work among the Negroes.
This work was neglected by both the minority and the majority
of the Party. We must make a radical change in our work
among the Negroes. A new resolution has been drawn up
lately on .this question, but even this resolution misses the
main point. You cannot begin any work among the Negroes
in the American Party unless you fight and defeat white chau-
vinism in the American Party itself. (Applause.)

Are there differences between the two groups in the Ameri-

can Party? 1 think so.. Many of these differences have deep

roots, but these differences do not warrant the existence of
fractions. I am convinced that the American Party must change
its line. But one thing is clear to us, and that is this. The
Party will make no headway unless it accepts the idea of
liquidating the two factions and working together as a conso-
lidated organisation. .

Comrade MIKOLOS (Ukrainian S.S.R.):

‘In our. Parties we have broken with the legacy of Social
Democracy and thie breach is growing deeper and more intense.
In this respect the agrarian and the national question assume
particular importance. In this domain Social Democratic relics
are still strong in our Parties, and the theses do the right
thing when in paragraph 42 they emphasise the most important
defects of the work of our Parties, inadequate work among
the peasantry and the oppressed national minorities. The theses

also point out in this connection that the Czechoslovak Party
is not paying enough attention to the question of nationalities.
Moreover,. the crisis through which the Czechoslovak C.P. is
going owing to the failure of the “Red Day” requires all our
attention' and a careful study of many matters in the Czecho-

siovak C.P., including its work among national minorities. In "

regard to the Memorandum of the Ukrainian C.P. (b) the
Comintern had already an opportunity to examine the character
of the work of the Czechoslovak C.P. in Trans Carpathian
Ukraine and to issué directions for further work.

I am also of the opinion that what we have heard from
the American Negro comirades at this Congress, shows, that
the American C.P. does not pay sufficient attention to the
Negro question. The Communist International probably knows
from documents which have: beeri published about the incident
in the Communist Party of West Ukraine. At first the majority
of the C.C. supported the nationalist deviation which made its
appearance .in the Communist Party of Soviet Ukraine sub-
sequently it adopted a downright nationalist policy and finally
left the ranks of the Comintern, it is now, supporting Pilsudski’s
fascist regime. v :

"One .cannot help saying that under Pilsudski’s Fascist re-
gime Poland is becoming more and moré an instrument of
world imperialism to be used against the Soviet Union. In
Poland are concentrated the main forces to whom so much
attention is paid by the British, French and other imperialists
who intend to strike froim here a blow against the Union of
Socialist Soviet Republics. The rallying ground, the gate through
which the future imperialist attack on the Soviet Union will
be made is the territory. of West Ukraine, and Soviet Ukraine
will be the first victim of this attack. Soviet Ukraine has been
already several times the rallying ground of world imperialism
for an attack on the heart of the Red Republic — Moscow.
To secure this military road is of the utmost importance to the
Fascist Pilsudski Government. There are at present over
300,000 West Ukrainians in the Polish Army divisions. The
Fascist government cannot throw them.against the Soviet Union -
and Soviet Ukraine unless it succeeds in’deceiving and befooling
the West Ukrainian masses. The dirty work of slander and
insinuation against Soviet Ukraine is done at present by the
democratic parties of West ‘Ukraine, first and foremost by the
U.N.D. A. (Ukrainian National Democratic Association). The
entire national bourgeoisie and the kulak sections of the pea-
santry have come to an agreement with the Fascist Govern-
ment concerning preparations for an attack on Soviet Ukraine.
However, it will be impossible .to deceive the masses, the
working class, the poor and middle peasantry unless the trea-
cherous work of deceiving them and_estranging them from
Soviet -Ukraine were undertaken by the treacherous elements
and groups who worked formerly under Communist colours.
Objectively this was also the role of the former leading majo-
rity of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of West
Ukraine. This is not merely treachery on the part of individual
groups, we have to do here with something which might play
a decisive role in the march of. world imperialism against the
Soviet Union through Poland, through West Ukraine. We can
see that the healthy Communist movement, the working class of
West Ukraine have alreadv overcome the consequences of this
treachery. T can tell you that the recent Congress of the C.P.
of West Ukraine was able to. declare that the organisation
which adheres to the Comintern has been fully re-established.
It was also able to say that.only two to three small groups:
are loyal to the treacherous banner of the Vassilkov group
which has come to a regular agreement with Fascism.

The question which confronted us, the C.P. (b) of West
Ukraine and the C.P. of Poland, and which we have also
placed before the Comintern is the question of the origin and
causes of this treachery. Comrade Lenski makes the erroneous
attitude of the majority of the Polish Central Committee respon-
sible for the situation in West Ukraine.

But comrades of the Polish minority, has not the Comin-
tern already investigated yvour attitude fo the West Ukrainian
question? The Comintern has already dealt with this queStion.
Last year, during the sessions of the E.C.C.IL, two concep-
tions and explanations of the reasons and sources of the
treachery of the former leaders of the C.P. of Ukraine were
brought” forward: one by the minority of the Polish Party
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and. the other by the delegation of the Ukrainian C.P. (b) and
the majority of the C.C. of the C.P. of Poland. We have said
that we must look for the reasons of the treachery in the
change which has taken place in regard to class relations in
Poland after Pilsudski’s coup d’etat i May, 1926; the consoli-
dation of the entire Polish bourgeoisie including all nationali-
ties: Polish, Ukrainian and Jewish, which caused a reshuffling
of classes in West Ukraine, has also affected some vacillating
elements in the C.P. The reasons of the treachery was the
change in the external, objective, social conditions and class
relations in Poland, and, under the new conditions this has
aiso led to the secession of certain elements in the C.P. of
West Ukraine. This explanation was accepted by the Com-
intern in August 1926, was subsequently confirmed once more in
December 1927 and was subsequently confirmed once more in
January 1928, already after the treachery of Vassilkov and
his group. : .

But what  was the explanation given by the representatives
of the minority of the Polish: Party? They said that the treacherv
of the Vassilkov group was not the result of the change which
had taken place in objective 'social and political conditions, but
that this® change merely expressed the treacherous nationalist
character inherent at all “times in the former Executive of the
C.C. of the West Ukrainian' Party. Your explanation, Corm-
rades of the Polish minority, was not accepted by the Com-
intern. How can you come onto this platform now and make
charges against the majority of the Polish C.C. on account
of an exnlanation accepted by the Comintern. Can you not
see that by doing this you are actually disputing a thrice-
confirmed decision of the Comintern. Instead of an obijective
explanation by bringing forward serious social and political
reasons the Polish minority brings forward subiective explana-
tions. and insinuates that the entire former activity of the Com-
munist Party of West Ukraine was tainted with nationalism.

~ On the whole the “organic theory” vlays a.very big role
in_the minority of the Polish C.C. Take for instance our inter-
nai conditions in the Polish Party. What is the explanation
of the present struggle? The former Right deviations of the
majority? There were of course such deviations. But did noi
also the minority have Left and even ultra-Left deviations?
- Comrade Lensky spoke of Comrade Varsky’s Trotskyist errors
in 1923 from which he had already dissociated himself at that
time. Why are you so one-sided? Why do you not for. instance,
mention the mistakes of your then companion Domsky who,
in 1920, when the Soviet Army, after frustrating Pilsudski’s
advance on Kiev, reached the walls of .Warsaw in its desire to
liberate . Poland, - protested against this and declared it to be
“Red imperialism” on the part of Moscow? At that time Com-
rade Lensky did not dissociate himself from Domsky. Why
indeed do vou not speak here of your old. sins? It is only
gradually that people acquire Leninist views and by their
mistakes learn to lead. No need to dish up again Varsky’s and
Lensky’s old errors. there is nothing to choose between them.
During the Pilsudski coup d’etat in--May the mistakes were
surely not all on one side. In May 1926, during the coup d’etat,
errors were committed by the majority as well as the minority
of the Polish C.C. When the Comintern had to deal last year
with these divergencies it was -after all compelled to insist on
a unanimous adoption of the: resolution by the Polish: Party
Congress. This settled the political divergencies ~within the
Polish C.C. Lensky declared that he fully agrees with the
resolution. nroposed by the Comintern and the C.P.S.U. which
says that there are no fundamental political divergencies bet-
ween .the majority and the minority. All divergencies were sett-
led except one: Comrade Lensky’s theory of the organic in-
capacity of comrades Varsky’s and Kostrcheva’s group to take
up a Leninist standpoint. On this theory, this divergence on
a matter of principle, he built up his fraction and carried on
the struggle for a whole year. : v

" How is it possible to take up again and again the struggle
against negative divergencies of opinion? '

With this only exception -there is positively nothing, every-
thing else are trifles, unimportant questions. If Comrade Lensky
imagines’ that on the basis of this theory of the organic. in-
capacity of fhe C.P. of West Ukraine. of Varsky, etc; he can
occupy Leninist positions, can establish his fraction in the
Party, 1 would like to ask him if he is organically capable of
ever renouncing his organic theories?

Comradgs, not everything is of course normal in the Polish
Party; for instance the dissoiution of the Warsaw Committee,
of the Bureau of the Y.C.L., etc. But when I see the leader
of the Polish minority ascending the platiorm and declaring
that infringement of Party discipline is inadmissible, i the
C.C, I dectare — and I have followed his arguments very
attentively — that Comrade Lensky has made a big discovery
which upsets the entire Leninist science of organisation. He
made the discovery and admitted that it is an inadmissible -
breach of Party discipline for the C.C. not to subordinate
itself to its departments! But what kind of struggle is it when
representatives of the Minority who are also represented in the
departments of the C.C. do not submit to the lafter? In such
a case, the weapon of discipline must be directed against the’
departments. Comrade Lensky criticised the decision of the
Presidium concerning the Warsaw committee, and wanted to
make use of this in his interest and aganst the majority, efc.;
but one must admit — he conveniently forgets this — that.under
present conditions the Comintern cannot have anything to -do
with parity. Although divergencies on matters of principle no
longer exist after the Party Congress, Lensky’s theory of or-
ganic incapacity remans in force and must be done away with.
I am convinced that after the discussion of the Polish question
the Comintern will settle the matter definitely at this Congress,
will eliminate these inadmissible methods and strife “and will
help the Polish Party to consolidate itself, to create a strongly
welded united C.C., which will do its duty in. this very im-’
portant sector of the anti-imperialist front and will lead the
Polish proletariat in the struggle against the imperialist attack
on the Soviet power and for the: establishment of Socialism.
(Applause.) : ’

Comrade REIMANN (Czechoslovakia):

The failure of the “Red Day” has led to a discussion in the
ranks of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. The mair
subject of the discussion is: if it is possible for a Party which
has suffered such a defeat, which is unable to take up in a:
decisive moment the struggle against the reactionary bourgeoisie, -
to have a fully correct policy or not. When answering this
question, one must admit that the defeat suffered by the Com-
munist Party of Czechoslovakia on Red Day shows that there is
in this Party the sérious danger of Right opportunist deviations,
and that the Party has not been working on clear Bolshevik
lines. The C.C. of the Party has arrived at the following con-
clusion: although the “Red Day” defeat is connected with the
general defects and errors of the Party, these defects and errors
do mnot fully explain the defeat, .Comrade Jilek enumerated in -
his speech the mistakes committed during the “Red Day” action.
But the real question is if these mistakes justified such a defeat
of our Party. If the question is put in this manner, one can

. only.come to the conclusion that the “Red Day” .defeat is due to

the whole policy of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. I

have here material by which it can be shown how questions are

dealt with in the Party now after the “Red Day”, We have Party

organs which are already prepared to say that the “Red Day”

was not a defeat. The “Slovacke” declares that there were on that

day one hundred thousand workers in the streets of Prague. This

shows an’ inclination to slur over the defeat of the Party, to.

refuse to draw the right conclusions from it. Another tendency

has made its appearance in the central organ of the Party. “Rude .
Pravo” makes the following statement: :

“In a Bolshevik Party all actions are decided and carried
out on a broad basis. Collective decision and broad collective
execution is our aim. If the Executive of the Party commits
errors these errors are also committed by the proletarian
rank and file of the Party.” ‘ :

Here is a tendency to place the consequences of the defeat on
the shoulders of the proletarian rank and file instead of blaming
the Executive of the Party for them. It should be very definitely
slated that not the rank and file but the Executive of the
Party is to blame for the incidents which we witness in Czecho-
slovakia. ' '

- Comrades, to show here the “solidity” of the basis of the
policy of the Party, one has only to point to the economic
analysis which Comrade Jilek gave in his report. Comrade Jilek
said that ‘there is a boom in Czechoslovakia. This is an in-
disputable fact, but the mere confirmation of a boom is' not
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-sufficient as an analysis of economic tendencies of development.

And when the national conference of the Party which was held -

a. few weeks ago, limits its analyses also-to the mere confir-
mation of the existence of a boom, we must say that this is more
than- insuificient. :

. We witness in Czechosiovakia the same capitalist phenomena
as' in the rest of the world. They are: monopolisation, trustifi-
cation, rationalisation. But all these phenomena take place in a
.country which is relatively very small. In regard to markeis,
enormously increased production is a much greater problem in
Czechoslovakia than in a big imperialist state. This leads of
course, on the one hand, to Czechoslovakia’s increased depen-
dence on the big imperialist states whereas on the other hand
it leads inevitably to the accentuation of the war danger in
Czechoslovakia. . .

s1 1t is -correctly pointed out in Comrade Bukharin’s Theses
that- the Czechoslovakian Party -has still very strong legalist
tendencies, that, on the -one' hand, it does not know how to
prepare for illegality, and that on the other hand, ‘it has been
unable to struggle with the necessary energy for the extension
of its legal rights. ‘

N ‘Lé'galism is one of the biggest obstacles to the further
development of the Party. I maintain that the Party has not
recognised this danger suificiently. '

~+ -~ T'want to deal now with the position of the Party in regard
to the trade union questiomn.

.. .All the other Parties. know that the Red Trade Union Mo-
vement has no sound basis in Czechoslovakia. It was bult up
there in the form of an association, and owing to the organi-
sation of this association no encouragement is given to the
initiative of the rank and file. This is evident in all the struggles
which have been conducted by the Trade Unions. In these
~struggles, a united front is, as a rule, established from above,
between the leaders of the Red and the reformist trade unions.
The masses are not mobilised for the struggle simply because
the defective organisational basis of the Red Trade Union Mo-
‘'vement has hitherto prevented such a mobilisation and perme-
ation of the masses.

Moreover, the Red Trade Unions have adopted a false
‘opportunist course which unfits them also ideologically for the
execution of mass work.

. Comrades, when did the Party. notice this danger and draw
the attention of the masses to it? When we were already in the
midst: of serious wage struggles in Czechoslovakia, when under
the impression of this opportunist attitude of the Executive of the
Red T1rade Unions, a whole series of struggles had already
ended in failure, or at least not very favourably for the Party.
Now that the VI. Congress of the R.I.L.U. has solved the
question of the Red Trade Unions and has declared that we must
aim in Czechoslovakia at the establishment of industrial unions,
we see, as Comrade Losovsky pointed out yesterday, that this
transformation is proceeding very slowly.

. 'If one analyses all these mistakes of the Czechoslovak Party
one realises that there is a serious Right danger in the Party,
that the course adopted by the Party is full of serious oppo-
sitional deviations and that for this reason it is essential for the
Congress to issue very clear directions.

.+ The main struggle in Czechoslovakia must be directed
against opportunist Right deviations which are already making
their appearance in the Executive of the Party.

"f" Comrades, 1 declare that the addendum to the Theses on
Czechoslovakia proposed by the Russian Delegation which de-
clares that opportunist inertia is making its appearance in the
Executive of the Party, is absolutely correct.

- Comrades, 1 can also say that the rank and file of the
Czechosiovak Party understand the situation and demand that the
Party should adopt a different course. A few days ago a
functionaries’ meeting in Prague demanded that the Party should
change its course. I can also tell you that in the Reichenberg
région several functionaries’ conferences have demanded the same
and have also’ insisted on changes in the Party Executive. This
shows that rank and file members have matured since the
discussion held in our Party four years ago.

.. Because the rank and file of the Party have developed
ideologically, I am convinced that the Party will be able to
understand better this new controversy and that with the help
ol the proletarian rank and file it will be able to make progress
with the work of Bolshevyisation. '

Comrade TITTEL (Germany):

The contradiction between ‘the general swing to the left
of the workers and the growth of reformism is the decisive
problem with which Comrade Bukharin dealt in his Theses
and speech. It is the question of reformism. ' :

The German Social Democratic Party is not only the big-
gest reformist Party in the world, it is also the Party most
consistent and. far-reaching in its reformism which it pursues
together with the bourgeoisie. It is one of the most important
props and pillars of the II. International. In Germany this Party
has still the majority of the working. class behind it. This. con-
solidates and guarantees the domination of trust capital. Bour-
geois democracy is in Germany the means by which trusts
dominate the State. But owing to the . influence of the Social
Democrats the majority of -the German working class is still
under the spell of this democracy. The concentration of capital,
the power of the employers’ associations narrows down more
and more the field of purely industrial struggles. The trade
union bureaucrats restrict to such an extent the industrial
struggles of the workers that the basis of capitalist domination
is not affected, that these struggles serve’rather as a regulator.
of capitalist exploitation. The Communist Party must destroy
this influence of the reformists on the masses. Only inasfar
as we succeed in weakening the Social Democrats already at
the present juncture, will we .be able to destroy the Social
Democratic Party in serious and acutely revolutionary situa-
tions. By its policy the Social Democratic Party still keeps
alive among large sections of German workers the illusion that
it is possible to give the capitalist German republic- a demo-
cratic and social character. It has succeeded in making the
masses accept, the permeation of the State apparatus with
Social Democratic officials as a beginning of the reform of
the bourgeois State apparatus. It has succeeded in utilising the
present activity of the trade union bureaucrats and the con- °
ciliation courts of the State for the creation of economic-
democratic illusions. In these fundamental questions the so-
called Left Social Democratic leaders differ in no way from
the official policy of the Social-Democratic Central Committee.
The policy of the “Left” Social-Democratic leaders aims at
making the discontented masses serve reformism by using radi-
cal phraseology. In my factical attitude towards the Left Social
Democrats 1 have been guilty in the past of many errors in
regard to the utilisation of the differences between the interests
of the masses and the pseudo-radical policy of the “Left” leaders,
in the utilisation of differences in the reformist camp. '

Comrades, these differences between masses and leaders is
the basis for a successful united front policy of the Party: the
stronger the pressure of the workers on the “Left” leaders, the
more radical these “Left” leaders will be in their phraseology;
but the more complicated will also be the tactical attitude of
us Communists. Where are the masses today? Comrade Thil-
mann said in his report that most of the nine million Social
Democratic votes were petty bourgeois votes. (Interjection by
Comrade Thilmann: This is false, I did not say this.y If we
peruse the Manifesto of our Party published three weeks after
the Reichstag elections, we will come across the following ex-
pression: “Uniformity of the struggle of these twelve millions”
who give their votes to the Communist and Social Democratic
Parties. Thus we see that a divergent estimate of the elections
exists. But if we want to capture the masses who are still

. with the reformists, we must have first and foremost a per-

fectly clear analysis of the social and political composition of
the adherents of reformism.

Although the Social Democratic Party is still, according to
its social composition, a Party in which large sections of
workers are organised, it is according to its. political _sqb-
stance and character a petty bourgeois and even an imperialist
party. ‘Owing to the attitude of the Social Democrats and above
all owing to the policy of the “Leit” leaders, it is incumbent
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Of ‘us to criticise this Party from the Communist standpoint
and to get away the masses from its influence. Above all, in
the every-day struggles we must show the Social Democratic
workers and followers the glaring difference between the policy
of their leaders and their own interests, and mus{ endeavour {o
mobilise these masses for our own immediate and ultimate aims.
Centrism, the “Left” S.P.G., is the strongest barrier between
the masses and Communism.

.~ The general, tactical and fundamental problem of our at-
titude to centrism was solved long ago and was clearly formu-
lated and practically developed in the past. (Interjection: Only
you failed to notice it.) Our policy as Spartacus Bund, our ai-
titude to the Independent Socialist Party in Halle, our attitude
during the war to the Kautsky and Haase elements, .and last
but not least, the fundamental policy of the Bolshevik Party in
Russia in regard to Trotskyism are a proof of this (Interjecfion:
What about the Leipzig Party Congress!) The centrist leaders
impede by their radical phraseology the clarification process
among the masses who are veering fowards Communism. They
indulge in a pseudo-opposition within the limits of reformism.
It is incumbent on us to accelerate the process of radicalisation
within Social Democratic ranks by a correct every-day policy,
so as to win these workers for Communism.

Thus, we must not adopt the ideological platiorm of the
cenirists but must at all times ruthlessly criticise the “Left”
S.P.G. from our Communist standpoint. It is only by beating
the “Left” S.P.G., by overcoming centrism that we will cap-
ture the masses.

The question of the capture of the masses has been before
every Congress of the Comintern. The means, the revolutionary
method - for the capture of the masses is the tactic of the united
front. We must show to the masses that we are successful re-
presentatives of their immediate demands in all spheres, be
they wage questions, social-political, municipal or cultural
questions. This united front tactic cannot be successful unless
we carry on the right kind of work in trade unions, co-opera-
tives and all mass organisations where our comrades must
demonstrate that they are able to produce in all conflicts the
best practical results for the masses through the utilisation of
all and sundry circumstances. Such successes bring the masses
nearer to 'us and enable us to organise them for the revolu-
tionary struggle.

In regard to the illusions which the reformists of both
tendencies try to foster among the workers, we must make
perfectly clear to the latter our idea concerning the necessity of
struggle for the dictatorship of the proletariat and the workers’
and peasants’ government. We must show to the masses that
proletarian dictatorship, which is the real democracy of the
workers, can only be accomplished through the destruction of
the bourgeois State apparatus. This fundamental propaganda
must not be disassociated from current politics. It must be
evolved from the concrete conditions of the existing situation.

Comrades, after the big election success the Executive of
our Party collapsed. There is uncertainty and vacillation in the
Executive. The generaly speaking correct policy of the Party
laid down at the Essen Party Congress and through the
directions of the Comintern was not always correctly applied by
the Executive. A very glaring example of this is the fact that it
was only three weeks after the elections that our Executive issued
a fighting programme to the Party and all class-conscious
workers, that it brougt forward acceptable every-day demands
for their struggle without combining them, however, with satis-
factory revolutionary propaganda. Unfortunately, this manifesto
was not utilised, was not made the occasion for a broad
campaign for the capture of the masses. The Executive was
paralysed after the elections. This was at a time when S.P.G.
was performing a series of remarkably clever manoeuvres. At
such a time the Party stood helpless in the face of this, because
of total lack of political leadership.

This helplessness and lack of leadership was also reflected

in the central organ of the Party, the “Rote Fahne”, and in the
entire provincial press almost without exception. (Interjection:
How dreadiul!) This lack of leadership in the Executive is the
main source of opportunist deviations.

There has been vacillation and lack of leadership in the

Executive in connection with all questions. We had a big indus-
trial struggle among the foundry workers in the Ruhr. There,

too, the Party failed completely. Instead of proper mass mobili-
sation and proper revolutionary propaganda which would have
paved the way to a political accentuation of this conflict, the
same old scheme of extension and co-ordination of wage
struggles was repeated ad nauseam on every occasion. What is
the effect of this? The elections in the metal workers’ union
showed that reformist influence is increasing. '

These phenomena cannot be only ascribed to lack of nec-
essary political directions and stimuli on the part of the C.C,
they are rather due to the fact that a real united front would
collapse at the very outset owing to the present trade umion
policy of the Party. The initiative of the Party from below
is paralysed by the excessive bureaucratisation and mechanisation
of Party work, and by scorning any initiative from below. Com:
rades are afraid to take the initiative in questions which- are
not purely local, they are afraid to express their own views for
fear of being snubbed or persecuted by the Party bureaucrats.

Thus it happens frequently that nothing is done in very
decisive situations, that no lead is given to Party members and
that they are thus condemned to inactivity. The reason of this
paralysation of the activity of the Party is the new inner Party
course adopted by the C.C. on the strength of the agreements
made after the IX. Plenum between the German and Russian
Delegations. Since the IX. Plenum the Party has adopted a
course based on trade union tactics the application of which —
to judge by the latest results — will lead to the isolation of the
Party. This course is tantamount to abandoning the policy of the
united front initiated by the “Open Letter” and the Essen Party
Congress: capture of the trade unions and inner-Party con-
centration on this basis. ’

The opportunist perils are certainly very serious, but I
must disagree with something in Comrade Losovsky’s speech.
He quoted the minutes of the District Executive of Greater
Thuringia. We discussed there -the Congress of the R.I.L.U.
The formula “the Amsterdamers are the tool of capitalism” and
“they are -strikebreaking organisations” played an important
role in the discussion. I did not oppose this formula as Comrade
Losovsky asserts; on the contrary, I laid stress on it.

To prove this I will quote from the minutes of this session
of the District Executive. Among other things I said:

“In the international Theses on our tasks the Amster-
damers are designated as ’tools of capitalism’. Objectively
this is so. But in our work it is not only a question of
saying the right thing but rather a question of how the
right thing is said.” :

Well, I said that it is “correct”, and I cannot understand
how Comrade Losovsky can prove here the opposite. We must
prevent the widening of the guli between us and the industrial
proletariat. We must rather endeavour to create a guli between
the mass of the workers and us on the side, and the reformist
trade union leaders on the other side, so that when it comes to
disruptive actions on the part of trade union leaders — and
there is every sign of this — the masses be on our side.

The slogan “Control Over Production” was brought
forward at the III. World Congress and the VII. Enlarged
Plenum. If it is to be designated now as an opportunist slogan,
I will submit to this decision. I would like to deal now with
the inner Party course. Comrade Thédlmann has said that the
main danger in Germany is the Right group which is getting
very near to betraying the Party. Comrade Losovsky has said
that “Right comrades are bound to the .Party only by a very
thin thread”. (Interjection by Thidlmann: I did not say this,
I protest against an assertion which was not made by me.) If
this is said here how will it reverberate in Germany? I would
like to point out that the expression of such views in the Party
must lead to serious complications. To show you how far things
have gone I would like to give you just one example. When the
elections of delegates to the VI. World Concress took place in,
my district, a member of the C.C. came forward and said: “The
question is: for the Comintern or against it” (Interjection by
Ulbricht: But this is perfectly correct.) This means: “Who votes
for Comrade Tittel is against the Comintern!” Comrade Ulbricht
has just emphasised this, I want you to draw the inference.
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I admit that in some questions I have been guilty of errors
in.my ten years of succestul revolutionary activity: opportunist
and also Left errors. In as far as I did not correct them on my
own initiative, the Party did this by convincing me. Now I am
‘being fought because in a few tactical questions I hold divergent
views. Nevertheless, I have always carried out loyally the policy
ol the Essen Party Congress, and this will be always my attitude
in regard to decisions. The main thing is, however, that in our
Party every practical suggestion, especially if it comes from the
so-called “Right” is treated as opportunism, without being given
a trial. This paralyses the intellectual life of the Party and
is one .of the reasons of fluctation and inadequate recruiting.

I do not ask for toleration to deviations . from Party
decisions. But the present Executive does not tolerate freedom
of opinion when comrades are trying to find the best way out
of the present complicated situation. This is a great danger.
The opportunist danger is the main danger. This must on no
account be nunimised. Reconciliation with opportunism and
reformism, tolerance for reformism, is out of the question. This
would. be tantamount to giving up the Party. There can be no
compromise in this question!

I say this because for years — nay for decades, this has
been my standpoint in the struggle of the working class, We of
the Spartacus Bund struggled before and after the war against
reformism, and those who assert today that we want to smuggle
reformism into the Communist Party are speaking the untruth,
are insulting comrades whose past proves the contrary.

‘Sloppiness in the Executive which paralyses the working
capacity of the Party must be done away 'with by reinforcing
the Executive ‘through stimulation and initiative from below.
It is only thus that the Executive will be able to react radically to
all questions as they arise. But this requires the application

of .self-criticism and inner Party demoeracy in accordance with
the Manifesto of the C.C. of the C.P.S.U. and the speeches and
articles of Comrade Stalin. :

Concentration of all healthy elements in the Party, co-
ordinaticn and fusion in the Party of young and old cadres
must be' established by joint study 'and clarification of all
questions connected with the German labour movement.

A .clarification process must take. place. This clarification
which must lead to the application of past experiences through
the whole Party membership will establish ideological unity im
the Party and will lead to the abolition of all groups and
cliques, to a real concentration of all our forces which must
not be established mechanically but politically. This clarification
will also enable us to fight successfully opportunist errors,

The war policy of Germany drives us into a situation which
will .be very serious. With the help of the reformists the bourg- -
eoisie will use terrorist methods against us. This will be the
great test: we will go through it for the second tims. In the
war danger which is‘becoming more acute the Soviet Union
has only the support of the Communist Parties. To reinforce

them, to make their' Executives homogeneous; to create within

the Parties such premises as will enable them to do their duty
in a decisive situation, such is the task of the VI. World
Congress.

Therétore, the Party must be united ideologically, it must
have a strong and united Executive, and must exercise ruthless.
seli-criticism from above and also from below. Our slogans must
be: concentration on the lines of the Essen Party Congress
and continuation of this concentration! Establishment of -real
concentration on the basis of the decisions of the VI. World
Congress.
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