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The Hunger-March of the German
Working Class.

By Gustav Sobo ttka (Berlin).

The financial dictatoriship oi Schacht, Reichs Bank Presi-
dent, and of the German coalition Cabinet has led to an ¢nor-
mous increase of unemployvement in Germany. Already at
the end of Deceinber 1929 there were registered 2 million
unemployed in receipt of uncmployment and crisis benelit.
This number had increased by 200000 in January oi this year.
ln addition there is great number of unemployed, amounting
fo at least 1500000, who do not receive any unemployment
benefit, so that at present there are over 3% million prole-

L without work and bread.

The further “development” of capitalist economy in Ger-
nany, the increased rationalisation drive, the ruthless cutting
down of credits, will further augment the army oi unemployed.
. In view of this situation the unemployed masses and the
lrman proletariat are beginning to realise that the strugale
Jgainst unemployment and hunger cannot be restricted to de-
y ding an increase of unemployment benefit, but that it is in

¢ first place a political mass straggle against the whole capi-
:1‘1“‘ $ and its apparatys of power. As a result there
‘BVc faken place in various towns of Germany, under the
&Wn of the Communist Party, hunger marches and
; ting actions of the unemployed and of the workers in the
Acttories against the regime of plunder and exploitation.

‘streets until the late hours of the evenins. barr
.cade quarters of Neukdlln the workers erected a barrier in

In Berlin, on February 1st, the mass march of the wor-
king class once again trampled underioot the prohibition of
demonstrations.  In spite of the actual state of martial law,
in spite of armoured cars, in spite of the greatest preparations
of the police and the wildesi attacks, thousands and thousands
of hungry proletarians marcued in closed ranks in all districts
of Berlin., At Wedding, where again and  again  iresh
processions of demonstrators were formed, many workers
were arrested but only to be wrested by the masses from the
hands of the police. In Moabit the demonstrating masses put
the police to flight. In the centre of Berlin the workers
sllowed by several demoustrations that for them there exists
no ban-mile or prahibition of demonstrations, On the Lausitz
Square huge masses of workers gathered together, which
the police was unable to disperse. In Nieder and Obere
Schoneweide the demonstrating workers were masters of the
In the old barri-

order to prevent the police from marching into the workers’
streets.

The bhourgeois and social-democratic press, which before
the 1st of February, raised a wreat outing over the *putch
plans” and “attempts at inssurection” oi the Communists, has
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become very qQuict in vicw of the success oi the Communist
action in Berlin. It is now trying to minimise this action. “The
Communist demonstrations a failure”, “Only tamults in Ber-
lin”, “Failury of world revolution on account of lack of parti-
cipants”, such were the big hcadlines of the bourgcois and
social-democratic press after the 1st of February, The demo-
cratic “Tempo” however blurted ont the truth when it wrote:
“The Lausitz Square was ‘alimost empty at half past five, but
overflowing with people at six o'clock. From all the con-
verging streets smaller and bigzer groups streamed imto thc
Square. The Communists were not to be driven away but
put up cnergetic resistance to the police™,

The hunger march of the uncmployed to Hamburg was a
powerful demonstration. In Hamburg itself there are 100,000
uncmployed. In all the neighbouriig towns and villages it
was decided to march to Hamburg on.the 1st of February.
Several days ago great masses of uncmployed began their
march from Kiel, Liibeck, Itzehoe, Flensburg etc. The Ham-
burg bourgeoisic amd the social democracy were scized with
panic. Schénfelder, the social fascist police president of Ham-
burg. and Grzesinski, the Prussion Minister for the Interior,
mobilised all the police forces not only of Hamburg but of the
whole of Schleswig-Holstein.

In spite of this extraordinary display of police forces whole
processions of demonstrators succeeded in getting to Ham-

burg. On the road irom Flensburg a delegation was proceeding
to Hamburg. It was attacked by mounted police, the demon-
strators were arrested, placed in waggons amd transported
back tp Flensburg., In the meantime another procession of
demonstrators from Flensburg succeeded in marching to Ham-
burg by another road.

The most brutal persecution and the use of batons could
not prevent the unemployd from marching into Hamburg,
wherc a big demonstration of the unemployed and the Ham-
burg workers took place in Holsten Square. The police tried
everything in order to crush the workers. In the ensuing fight
between the police and the workers onc nnemployed was
killed and six workers wounded.

“In Pirna (Saxony) over 2000 unewmployed marched on the
28th January from the surrounding localities to the chief
market square and demonstrated against thc government of
hunger and war, for work and bread. Here also the police
wero helpless in face of this demonstration. The same week,
the unemployed of the district of Konigsberg determined on a
march on Konigsberg., Similar decisions were adopted in many
other places.

The German working class, hcaded by the Communist
Party, by arranging these hunger marches is expressing iis
determination to put an end to a system which literally exposes
millions of proletarians to death by starvation.

" The Rising Wave.

The Central Organ of the C.P.S.U. on the Hamburg Fights.') N

In Hamburg - the unemployed arc fighting against the
police. In one of the streets of this proletarian centre the workers
hegan to bunild barricades. The Hamburg social fascist
authorities answered the demands of the unemployed with
a rain of bullets. Workers have been killed and wounded. In
view of the action oi the unemployed in 4 number of other coun-
tries the Hamburg events must rivet the attention of all revo-
lutionary workers, all sections of the Communist International.

Under the conditions resultant on the growing economic
crisis and the increasing  revolutionary upsurge, the de-
monstrations of milions of unemployed together with the
mans- strike movements can become the starting point for big
class stroggles. -

The number of uncmployed has reached colossal figures:
in the United States there are five million, in Germany three
and a half million, in Great Britain two million. The per-
centage of unemployed in relation” to the total number of
workers is growing continually, In Germany this percentage
increased in the period from July to October 1919 from
R.6 to 13.8. and by December was already over 20. In Great
Brituin this percentage increased in the same period from
98 to 11. In Ituly the number of workers actually un-
amployed amounts to nearly a million. Unemployment is con-
tinually growing in Poland (in Lodz alone there are more
than 50000), in Czechoslovakia., in Austria (20 per cent), in
Hungary. Japan, China, India, Indonesia and other countries
of the West and of the East and also in  South America,
Unemplovment has already made its appearauce in a number
of countrics where formerly it was unkown.

In many countries a great many workers arc on short
time. In Germany. Great Britain, Czechoslovakia and Poland
hundred of thousands of workers are working only two to
three days a weck. the tmunber of unemployed—not reckon-
ing China, India, Indonesia—already exceeds 15 million, which
means that reckoning their families 60 million people are
delivered over to starvation. The prospect for the future is
an inevitable further increase of uncmployment.

Unemployment is not only oune of the most striking
characteristics but also a powerful factor in accelerating the
process of the shaking of capitalist stabilisation, and accentuat-
ing the xeneral crisis of capitalism.

In addition to the growiug strike movement, therc is
nroceeding @ rapid revolutionisation of the unemployed.
Demoustrations and bloody collisions of the unemployed with
the police in a number of towns in Gernmany and Poland.
wicuployed demonstrations in front of goverument buildings

7) Leading article of the “Pravda” oif Fchniar,v 2,

19.30,

and town halls in Czechoslovakia, mass demonstrations ~of
unemployed in the Balkans, and a number of other facts
indicate a great growth of indignation of broad masses oi
unemployed who will no longer listen to the reformist trade
union bureaucrats. Although the bourgeoisie and the social
fascists are conducting a policy of splitting the workers and
the unemployed by inciting them against each other, cases are

-becoming cver more irequent of joint demonstrations of workers

and unemployed, which goes to show the sound class instinct
and growth of class consciousness of both these sections of
workers.

The Communist Partics and the revolutionary trade unions
must place themselves at the head oi the growing activity oi
the proletarian masses, both of the unemploved and of the
workers in the factories, and place upon the agenda the
complete uniting of their fight, The question of unemployment.
as well as the question of economic struggles, must occupy thic
centre of attention of the Commuunist Parties, the Young Com-
munist Leagues and the revolutionary trade unions, and these
organisations must mobilise all their forces for the struggle
against unemployviment.

The chici slogan of every mecting and demonstration of
the prolctarian masses must now be: The struggle against un-
emplovinent is the cause of the whole working class, thc
struggle against uncmployment is the struggle against the
whole capitalist syvstem,

All workers, headed by the Communist Party, must actively
defend the following slogans: cessation of mass difmissals:
against capitalist rationalisation; abolition of overtime work:
uncmployvment insurance by the State; pavment of unemploy -
meut benefit amounting to the average wage, to be borne by
the employers and their State; unemployment benefit for the
whole term of unemplovment; payment of benefit from the
first day of unemployment; actual means to liquidate unem—
ployment; for the sevenhour working day for all and six-hour
day for miners working underground and for all workers I
dangerous trades.

There is not a single demonstration of the unemployed anch
factory workers which the capitalists and their social fascist
lackeys would not meet with terror.  The mobilisation of the~
massces for the struggle against unemployment is closely linke«d.
up with the strugzle against fascism and social fascism. 11y
regard to uncemployment, social fascism exposces itscf as th e
advance-guard oi the bourgeoisie.

The broad masses must clearly realise the connectior:
between unemploywient and the gencral crisis of capitalissnn ~

the connection between unemployment and the Young Plas;s

capitahist rationalisation and the attempts of the capitalists

a
ey
v
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place the burdens of the ecotomic crisis on the shoulders 6f the
working class; the connection betwcen unemployment and the
geaeral foreign policy of imperialism, the perparation of new
fmpcrialist wars and in particular war against the Soviet
Union; the coauection, betwecn unemployment and the sup-

pression of the colonies, and that it is impossible, under the

preseat conditions, to solve the crisis of unemployvment by
cmigration. The masses must rcalise that it is impossiblo
o separate the struggle against unemployment from the
struggle for the complete ammikilation of the rule of the
bourgeolsie, for the dictatorship of the proletariat, for
socialism.

For the broad masses of the capitalist countries it is of
cxtreme importance to know how the problem of unemployment
is practically solved in the Soviet Union. 1 this living example
the masses can see the diffcrence in the conditions under which
unemployment arises and is combated in the capitalist
countries and in the Soviet Union,

In the capitafist comtries we witness the uninterrupted
decline of the total number of workers as a result of closing
down of factories and works in connection with the market
crisis; the ousting of hundreds and thousands of workers, among
them being highly skilled workers. from the factories, and
the lack of any prospect of their returning to work: at the
same time we perceive the violent suppression of the
unemployed movement.

In the Soviet Unlou we see the dccline of the surplus
tural population, this chief source of unemployment, with a
simuitaneous uninterrupted growth of the working class on the
basis of the rapid development of industry. on the basis of the
seven and six hour day, in connection with the introduction
of the uninterrupted working year, with grandiose works of
construction; we obscrve there a shortage of skilled workers,
combating of rural overpopulation by collectivisation of agri-
culture, social iusurance for -the unemployed, a constant im-
provement of the standard of living of the working class.

Despite the fact that as a result of rationalisation skilled:

male labour power is more frequently rcplaced by unskilled
female labour power, the struggle against unemployment
must meet with a respouse among the toiling working women.
The attraction of these masses into the struggle against
unemployment is all the more important as International Com-
munist Women's day (March 8) is approaching which must
bear a general proletarian character.

The young workers especially suffer as a result of
unemployment and capitalist rationalisation and at the same
time are being deprived of any unemployment benefit By
attracting the broad masses of the working youth into the
struggle against unemployment. the Young Communist Leagues
will carry out more successfully that tarm which for them is
the fighting task of the day. :

In the struggle against unemployment the revolutionary
tradg unions and the trade union oppositions have to play a
special role by organising the unemploved and the factory
workers into a united class force, according to the decisions
of the VI. session of the Central Council of the R.LI.L.U.

The Hamburg struggles, which are an episode of the rising
struggles of the unemployed, show the imperative necessity
of extending the united frout of the workers. The movement
of the working class for the raising of its s*~ndard of living
and against unemployment is developing in all corners of the
mrld: in Europe, America, Australia, in the colonics of Africa

ia — everywhere the young workers, who are not.

even accustomed to the fire of struggle of the Communist
Parties, are standing at the head of this movement. But what
ha.g been done hitherto is too little. It will depend upon the
activity of the Communist Parties to what extent we shall
wicceed in extending the front of the class strurcle, to what
extent the Communist Partics and the revolutionary trade
unions succeed in drawing the decisive strata of the working
clags into the movement. Only bv uninterrupted work at
cxtending the fighting front, by drawing ever broader masses
into the movement, only when they give this movement ever
more revolutionary forms, will the Communists succeed in

oly penetrating the working masses and winning the
majoritv of the work: class. The whole course of events
i the Capitalist world demonstrates that the Communists will
fulfil this task, that by the class struggles developing on the
basis of the economic crisis they will cverywhere become mass
rarties of the working class.

| POLY. ICS
Change of Dictators in Spain.

By Vincente Arroyo (Barcclona),

Primo de Rivera'’s policy has brought Spanish cconomy
into a state of bankruptcy and complete disintegration, which
the governement itsclf could not conceal and which aroused
all the social forces against it. Even the big bourgcoisie and
the big banks, which pocketed enormous profits as a result
of Primo de Rivera's policy, realised that this policy would
inevitably fead to an outbreak of a revolutionary movement.

Primo de Rivera felt the ground giving away under his
feet, as the forces upon which he supported himsed — the
army, the banks and the big bourgecisic — turned their back
on him, because thcir iuterests were not safeguarded to the
desired extent.

The unconcealed policy conductet by Primo's government,
of protecting the big industries, his monopoly policy, cspecially
in regard to oil, necessanly led to an cstrangement of France
and England whosc industrics were severely hit by this policy.

Spain, which has to import its raw matcrial, is econo-
mically dependent on England for the granting of credits. The
withdrawal of credits on the part of the forcign countrics
necessarily led to a shaking of the Spanish valuta. During
tho ycar 1929 the depreciation of the Peseta proceeded un-
interruptedly and became particularly marked in the last few
month. The English Pound, which in 1929 stood at 29.77

- Peseta, rose to 36,58 Peseta in the last few weeks. On the

day preceding Primo de Rivera’s resignation the Pound had
riscn to 37,35 Pescta.

This depreciation of the valuta had a disastrous cffect
on the whole cconomy, and especially on the foreign trade
balance, which shows a .grcat deficit.

Primo de Rivera’s government offered ncither politically
nor cconomically any sccurity for the interests of the banks
and of the big industrialists. Both necded forcign credits,
which they could not obtain, and at the same time they
required a government which subjected the proletariat to
their rationalisation policy, i. e. they ncceded-an apparently
liberal but actual dictatorial government. This government
the big bourgeoisi¢ thinks it has found in Berenguer.

Primo de¢ Rivera’s replacement by Berenguer will not
change the situation in Spain, eithcr politically or economically.
General Berengucer's government does not in any way mcaun
a return to “normal constitutional conditions”. Rather is it a
government which resembles tlie overthrown dictator govern-
ment like two peas. Economically Berenguer‘s government
will continue the policy of protecting big industry and the
banks, while it will attempt to regain the credits irom abroad
in return for soine councessions: for which purpvose an in-
creased cxploitition will be necessary at home. In order to
carry out this incrcased expleitation, the Spanish big bour-
geoisie nceds a government of the mailed fist — a dictator-
ship. The fact that General Marzo has bceen appointed Minister
for the Interior, clecarly indicates the character.of the governe
ment which has iust been formed. It is a government of mili-
tarists, in which the few civilian ministers, of an c¢xtremciy
reactionary type, arc in the minority and playing second
fiddle, while th¢ wholc State power remains in the hands of
the militarists.

The Spanish working class has no illusions whatever
regarding the true character of the new government. The pro-
test demounstrations in Madrid, Barcelona, and in other great
centres  clearly prove that the Spanish proletariat is not
willing to toleratc a dictatorship any longer. The promises of
the new government to return to “normal conditions” and
to issue an amnesty for political and military prisoners will
not deccive the working class. The movement against the
capitalist regime is daily gaining ground.

The leader of the “Left” socialists, Indalecio Prieto, has
issucd an anti-monarchist Manifesto. He is not a socialist, but
a liberal Democrat, a Republican. The Socialist Party itself
has not uttered a word officially. It will adopt towards the
new government the sameo loya! attitude of “‘expectations”
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which it had hitherto adopted towards Primo de Rivera’s
government, of whom it was the most faithful collaborator.
The Communist Party of Spain has issued an appceal to
the workers peasants and soldicrs, calling upon them to fight
against the new govermment, against the monarchy and
against the new goverument, against the monarchy and against
tho capitalist regime and for a workers' and peasants’ govern-
ment, - The Comnutnist Party is facing a serions period in
which it will have to prove its revolutionary readiness to fight
and its political maturity. In the approaching big struggies
the Communist Party will place itself at the head of the
broad masses of workers and peasants who are exploited and
plundered to an increasing extent and whose discontent is
wrowing from day to day. The Party will know how to lead
the struggle of the Spanish proletariat against the bourgeoisie
and its auxijliary troops to a victorious issue. -

France on the Road to Fascism.
By J. Berlioz (Paris).

Some recent events, such as the shameful speech delivered
by Tardleu in the Senate, the pardoning of the royalist Daudet,
wlhio had gone to Brussels aiter having escaped from the Santé
Prison in Paris, the appointinent of the notonous General
Weygand as highest oificer of the French army, have caused
disturbance among the petty bourgeois elements, who are now
beyinning to cry out about the threat to the *“republican insti-
tutions” and parliament by the big bourgeoisie
" The Report which the Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party will subnut to the next National conference contains
m the first place an estimate oi this situation, which fresh
events are confirming every day. The report states: *“Various
announcements on the part of the Government of late show
with particular clearness the tendency of the big bourgeoisie
to proceed as quickly as possible with the liquidation of the
“remnants of democracy” and the complete fascistisation of
the State, even by “legal parliamentary” means. It is in fact
clear that this gradual advance from the mcthods of parlia-
mentarism and legality to a regime of brutal terror will
proceed the more quickly the more difficult the economic and
political situation of the bourgeoisic becomes.

The development in the direction of fascism is shown most
strikingly in the increased persecutions and the extension of
the mears of suppression exercised by the bourgeoisie. In
1929 the nuwmber of comrades accused was 1127. Of these,
213 were charged with anti-militarist propaganda and 176 with
takmyg part in “conspiracies” 597 comrades received sentences
amounting in all to 200 years’ imprisomment and one million
francs in dines . The whole of the Central Committee of the
Party is accused of “conspiracy against the inner and outer
security of the State”; no concrete charges are brought for-
ward, but general communist activity is made the basis of the
accusatioin.

The légal possibilitics of persecution
extreme limit, mcluding all laws dating as far back as a
hundred years. It is intended to introduce in the Chamber a
number of more comprehensive laws: apainst espionage, in
order to stop our exposures regarding production of war
material; against worker correspoudents, in order to be able
1o proceed against our papers; axainst “threatening territorial
inviolabity”, in order to cripple our activity in Alsace Lorraine
and in the colonies; on ireedom of the press, in order to be
able to suppress our organs, before all the “Humanité”, which
they already tried to ruin by the attack on the Workers and
Peasants Bank. But already one notices no limits when it
comes to usmg illegal means such as wholesale preventative
arrests, dissolution of meetings, of nuclei, and trade unions by
the police, plundering of party and trade union premises,
attempts to drive our papers off the streets and to prohibit
any distribution of leaflets, monstrous police provocation etc.

We are raptdly approaching the illegality of the Party and
cven of the revolutionary trade unions. The police forces are
constantly being augmented and provided with more effective
weapons. An intensive political “enlightenment” work is being
conducted in the army and the police force. The police exer-
cise despotic rule over the whole country and can murder
workers with impunity. Of the 1172 million francs alloted to
the Mnmtry of the Interior 808 millions were expended on the
volice (an increase of 200 million_in tour years). Street demon-

arc used to the

strations of workers have long been forbidden. We are
witnessing at the present timec a monstrous campaign on the
part of the big ntwspapers aiming at terrifving the petty
bourgeoisie and the backward workers with the spectre of a

rightiul revolution, and at the same time finally discrediting

all parliamentary institutions. In his speech in the Senate on
December 12, Tardieu set the tune by launching an attack on
the “contradictory rumours” emanating from the Chamber and
the slow pace of parliamentary procedure. The “left” radicals
and the (Right) Republican Democratic Union are disintegrating
in face of this manoeuvre and their fragments are developing
into a big centrist formation.

The “National Economic Council”, embracing “the produc—
tive forces of the employers and the workers” (the big capi-
talist magnates and the reformist leaders), is being Iauded to
the skies by the ruling class.

We have arrived at a decisive point- in the polmcal
development ‘in France. In a country which has very lively
democratic traditions it is certain that the fascist regime will
be the more casily accepted by the social strata which have
been uprooted by the cconomic crisis if it iswexercised by
people of the “Left”. It is therefore probable that it will assume
the outward form of social fascism.

The French socialists are actively preparing to play their
part as last defenders of the capitalist regime. Left wing or
Right wing, they are all united in order to become active
agents in the preparation for war, in the attack on the Soviet
Union and persecution of the proletarian movement. They are
at the head of the fight against communism, and their co-opera-
tion with the police at the demonstrations in Japy and Cham-
pigny and in the collisions between the police and the revo-
lutionary workers was specially noticeable. There is morce
than one Zorgiebel in their ranks!

If in the near future the Tardieu Ministry adds one or two
Radicals to its ranks, and even if in the further course. of the
crisis the hour approaches when the bourgeois power is exer-
cised by the socialists. it will be solely in order that capitalism
may have the most sullablc means ior oppressing the working
class and the C. P.

Finally 1t should bc mentioncd that at the moment when
all fractions of the bourgeoisie are dropping the democratic
mask, when we must concretely face the problem of the poli-
tical mass strike, and when the development of the crisis can
definitely raise the question of power, bourgeois “democracy”™
finds it 'ast defenders in the ranks of the opportunist renegades.
Thus, the partv (1) of the liquidators clings to the formation
of the “Lefts”, which it wishes to oppose to the reaction. Thus.
Dunois proclaimed in the organ of the right trade union oppo-
sition, that ,democracy is not abhsolutelv devoid of a real
content” and is worth while defending. Thus the capitulators
wish to hold back the workers from the real fight by cloakiny
the actual facts.

The Fascist Dictatorship in Poland
in the Strugsle against the Rising Revo~
lutionary Wave.

By H. Mar (Warsaw).

On the 12th of Pebruary there will take place in Sosnovice
a great political trial of the Central Comuittee of the P.P. S.
Left. 26 workers of this party will appear in dock; they have
been tortured in lhe prison by the fascist hnngmen while
awaiting trial,

The P.P.S.Left was founded in the middle of 1926, ana
soon devcloped into a great mass party, which exerts great
influence on the working masses and comprises 20.000
members. In the same period there took place the increased
merging of the P.P.S. Right with the apparatus of the fascist
dictatorship and its evolution to fascism. -

To the extent to which the revolutionary movement grew
and the fascist naturc of the P.P.S, Right became obvious,
to the same cextent the P.P. S Left became morg
dangerous to fascism. Fascism wished to settle accounts with
this party, and in January last year almost the whole Central
Committee was arrested: in the districts mass arrests werea
carried out.

While the rank and file of the party courageousldy-
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withstood the attack of fascism, some leaders, among them
being Czuma, deserted over to the enemy. The group of
rcnegades, numbering six members, soon sank into the bog
of basest treachery and entered the service of the political
police — the Defensive. The news of Czuma's treachery
aroused tremendous indignation in the whole Party.

All the districts stood behind the imprisoned Central
Committee. Only one local branch (led by Pruskov), out of
several hundred, went over to the rcnegades. ‘The Party
Conference, which took place in June 1929, elected a new
revolutionary Central Committee.

Several weeks after the Party Conference the new
Central Committee was imprisoned. At preseut the first and
the second C.C.’s are in the dock, charged with violating
paragraph 102 of the Tzarist pcnal code, involving scntences
up to eight years’ imprisonment. The Public Prosecutor
accuses the whole party of being but a cloak for the
Communist Party of Poland, basiug his case on the statements
of the provocateurs Czuma, Rozycki, Legomski and Buczek.

The fascist dictatorship in Poland is undergoing a severc
economic and political crisis. All industries are paralysed by
this crisis. The number of officially rcgistred unemployed
amounts to 250.000, in addition there are 150,000 short-time
workers. The rural districts are shaken by a deep crisis, the
number of unemployed in the rural areas, who are not
registered by the authorities, has increased enormously. The
prices of industrial products are continually increasing, while
the prices for wheat are declining. Fascism is crushing the
peasants by taxation, by the merging of the small plots of
land. by taxes for military purposes. The manufacturers and
employers are casting all the burdens of the crisis on to the
workers and peasants. The recently _published arbitration
award for agriculture. which was declared legally valid with
the active assistance of the Right P.P.S., means a worscning
of ‘the standard of living of the agricultural workers by
nearly 50 per cent. Wages have been reduced by 20 per
cent., the number of cows is limited to one, and the land for
the cultivation of potatocs restricted. :

As a result of this crisis a great revolutionary movcment
in town and country is developing. No day passg¢s without
stormy meetings and dcmonstrations, where demonstrators
are killed and wounded. Under the leadership of the C. P.
of Poland the unemployed are being organised in unemployed
committees. The anti-fascist, the anti-seijin and the Leuin-
Liebknecht-Luxemburg campaigns were characterised by
stormy demonstrations. The activity and the f{ighting
detcrmination of the masses are increasing. The workers
are putting up determined resistance to the police. The blood
of the proletariat is being shed (in Warsaw, Strykov, Rava
Ruska, Soltysy, Gruziadr). In the rural districts new fierce
struggles of the peasants are breaking out ayainst the merging

i the small plots of land, against the administrative punish-
ments, agaimst the high taxes and military requisitions. Blood
ix also being shed in the villages.

Pascism is trembling with fear of the revolutionary
movement and is increasing -the bestial white terror. All the
revolutionary organisations of the proletariat and of the
peasantsy are attacked; the unemployed committecs are
arrested wholesale the revolutionary delegates are thrown
out.of -the factories, the Left factory orgauisers are persecuted
and imprisoned. - The fascist hangmen have decided to scttle
with the P.P. S, Left at all cost. - :

Fascism is endecavouring to exterminate the C.P. of
Poland. QOur comrades are being murdered not only in the
streets and at demonstrations, but also in the Defensive and
in the political prisons. Last year alone the following
comrades iell in the heroic struggle with the jailers: Plak in
Sosnovice, Lapon in Wrounke, Konigsberg in Vilna, Holender
in Boryslav and three other comrades, the names of whom
we do not know, in Pruzany, Kielce and Lublin. The agents
of the defensive fire in the streets upon Communist speakers,
literature sellers etc. Thus in Lodz, Comrade Harnam, who
was seriously wounded by police bullets, continued his speech
until he collapsed and died. The Communist deputics deliver
theic speeches under.a rain of bullets. Comrade Zarski, who
only fecently became deputy, was fired on by a fascist fighting
anit near the Warsaw arsenal. Comrade Rosiak was
repeatedly wounded at meetings and demonstrations. The same
fate was shared by Comrades Kiérusalski, Sypula etc.

No power on the earth can check the rising revolutionary

wave. The C. P. of Poland is penctrating deeper into the
factories, into the villages and agricultural estates. The
leading role of the Party in the developing struggles is growing
and consolidating.

HitlerFascistsin themringian Government

The Coming Big Coalition in Prussia.
By A. Norden (Berlin).

On the 23rd January the German People’s Party entcred
for the first time into an official government alliance with
the National Socialists in Thuringia, and precisely on the same
day the Social Democratic Party opened negotiations regarding

_the participation of this same People’s Party in the Prussian

coalition government.

This synchronisation of events is not devoid of a certain
inner logic. For in Prussia, as in Thuringia, the extension of
the government towards the Right is nothing else but a reac-
tion to the radicalisation of the proletarian masses which is
proceeding at a rapid pace. i

It does not say much for the strength and solidity of the
capitalist system when it is compelled, in addition to the police
and Reichswehlr, to surround itseli with yet a third wall of
National Socialist troops and to appoint as Minister for the
Interior and Education in Thuringia that Dr. Frick who, by
his active participation in the Hitler Putsch and in the forging
of passports for the feme murderers, had ior a time madc himsclt
impossible even in good bourgeois society. DBut just as little
as Louis Napoleon did not hesitate to form a coalition with the
scum oi society in order to crush the revolution, just as much
as a matter of course, and for the same purpose, big capital
to-day allies itself with those declassed elements whose
declared Party is the National Socialist Party.

In Prussia there hitherto ruled the Weimar Constitution,
i. e. a ministry of the Social Democracy, the Democrats aund
of the Centre. Now the leaders oi the Socialist Party of Ger-
many do not doubt that aiter the acceptance of the Young Plan
the bourgeois bloc tendencies in the capitalist parties will
become much stronger than at present, and that it is- by no
means impossible that the Socialist Party will be kicked out
of the (Government. :

Therefore, everything must be done in order to avoid such
a possibility! Thereiore, new concessions to finance capital
in the shape of taxes, protective duties, and the match mono-
poly. ‘Therefore, surrender of further positions to the People’s
Party. Thereiore, suppression of the revolutionary movement
and preparation to suppress the Communist Party of Germany
by a campaign of calumny which is as cynical as it is menda-
cious. All this in order to demoustrate to the bourgeoisie that
the reformists are an indispensable government factor in the
fight against the class conscious workers. :

But the economic facts will upset the cunning calculations
of the triple alliance of big capital. the Socialist Party of Ger-
many and the National Socialists. For by admitting the Fascists
into the Thuringian provincial goverument they hopelessly
compromise themselves. They enter into a pact with heavy
industry, by means of their shamn fight against which they
wained the support of the masses, and at the same -time thev
take over the responsibility. the full responsibility for the
Young Plan.

The Thuringian provincial policy is only a part of the
policy of the Reich; the ruthless cutting oif of the financial
grants from the Reich to the provinces in order to meet the
2.000 million marks payable amnually under the Young Plan
compels the Thuringian Government, which already has a
budget deiicit of 16,500,000 marks, to impose new taxes, whicli
are to be paid by the workers and the small and middle
peasants. It should be noted by the way that this National
Socialist Government in Thuringia is not in any way inter-
fered with by the Miiller-Severing Government, whose prede-
cessor six years ago sent the Reichswelir against the same
Thuringia when two communists entered the provincial
rovernment.

The increased price of the municipal services, which affects
the pocket of every worker when he has to pay the higher
car or underground railway fare morning and evening and ou
the 1st February next the increased price for gas and elec-
tricity; the rapacious custom duties, the practical meaning of
which every proletarian woman realises when she goes mar-
keting and often has to pay 50 per cent. more for vegetables.
potatoes and meat than she did a few months ago; the plan to
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pay off the current debts of the Reich by raising the taxes om
articles of consumption and further cutting down the un-
employement benefit, and in addition to all this the wholesale
dismissals in all branches of industry have &évoked a wave of
political actions which the social democratic ministers and
chiefs of police will not be able to break with prohibitions of
demonstrations and state of emergency proclaimed throughout
Prussia, Hamburg and the industrial districts of Saxony.
Perhaps it was with a view to meeting this rising wave of
political activity that the German People’s Party were invited
by the Social Democratic Party to enter the Prussian Govern-
ment. There can be no doubt that, for the purpose of consoli-
dating the starvation dictatorship in Germany, preparagions are
being made for the formation of a united front extending from

the social to the national fascists, which is in fact already

realised in the furious anti-Bolshevist incitements conducted
by the fascist ,,Volkischer Beobachter* and the ,Vorwirts®,
an incitement by means of which it is intended to divert the
attention of the masses from their own sufferings and misery.

+ In this situation, when all parties, from the extreme Right
to the ,Left* social democrats, have compromised themselves
in the eyes of the toiling masses, the Communist Party of Ger-
many has extraordinary opportunities, which it must make good
use of by strengthening the anti-fascist campaign and by ini-
tiating struggles for wage increases and shorter working hours
and for increased unemployement benefit.

CHINA

The Actual Facts Regarding Chiang~
Kai-shek’s “Victory*.
By A. Ivin.

Chiang Kai Schek published a circular telegram in
which he boasts of having gained a victory over Feng Yu
Hsiang and Chang Fa Kui and promises shortly to settle Shi Yu

_ Hslang and Tang Shen Chi. As two other leaders of the Kuo-
mingtang, Sun Fo and Hu Han, maintain, all these insurrections
have their ,good sides”. The insurgent troops were disarmed.
and by this means the plan of the government regarding
disarming the army is being rcalised.

Several weeks have already passed since all these boastful
declarations were published, and one can now suin up the
results of the ,victory' oi the Nanking government.

According to exact reports from the province of Kwantung
regarding the bloody fights which were waged for the posses-
sion of Canton, Chanyg Fa Kui and the Kwantung troops were
not crushed. Having exhausted all their ammunition they
retired to the province oi Kwangsi. They lost only a few
thousand soldiers, i. e. iust about as much as the defenders of
Canton.

On the North-West front, on which the Nanking govern-

-
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It is true the Nanking government, by its ,victories", still
retained Canton, but on the other hand it has lest practically the
whole of Northern China, whereby the achievements of the so-
called “second campaign against the North”, which led to the
occupation of Peking, ar¢ now to a great extent lost.

Nanking now rules more or less the provinces of Kiaugsy,
Cbekiang, Hupeh, Kiangsi, Fukien, Kwantung and the southern
portion of the province of Anwhel, At the same time, however,
the province of Kwantuag is still threatened by the Kwantung
troops and the troops of Chang Fa Kui. The province of Fukiea
is still unable to overcome the 1IV. Corps of the Red Army led
by Chu Teh and Mao Tse Tung. In addition, the commander
of the recently organised Second Red Division has suddenly
surprised nearly half the members of the Fukien provincial
government and is holding them as hostages.

Nearly the whole of the imperialist press is now obliged
to admit the considerable decline of the authority of the Nan-
king government. ‘The Japanese government, which is annoyed
at the attempt made to reject its newly appointed Ambassador
Obata, has not even hesitated to give expression to this
annoyance. -

From the political point of view the mutually warring
cliques can be divided into two main groups: The
bourgeols, uniting the militarists, the big landowners and the
big bourgeoisie; and the bourgeois national reformist, represen-
ting the interests of the middle strata of the national Chinese
bourgeoisie, and to some extent the discontented elements of
the small landowners and the exploiting strata of the petty
bourgeoisie in town and couuntry. ‘The so-called ,reorgaml-
satlonists** express the interests of this second grouping. All
other cligues belong to the first grouping.

‘The Chinese counter-revolution, which is more and more
rent by inner antagonismus, is inevitably approaching its
decline, and no reorganisationist, nor any of their leaders, such
as Wang Chin Wel will succeed in checking this process or
preventing the growth and welding together of the revolutio-
nary forces, or avert that storm which is rising as a result of
the wars oi the feudal-bourgeois camp.

HANDS OFF THE SOVIET-UNION l

The New Wave of Aati-Soviet
Actions on the Part of the Imperialists.

Leading Article of the “Pravda” of January 29, 1930.

There can be no doabt that we have entered a phase of
of fresh aggressivencss on the part of world imperialisin
against the Soviet Union. It suffices to quote a few facts iz
order to prove this.

In a whole number of capitalist countries’ the mono-
polistic Concerns and Trusts have, with the support of the
governments, organised the fight against industrial exports

ment had to fixht General Feng Yu Hsiang, the war ended in
a ,draw®”. Feng, who does not trust Yen Si Shang, is said
to have agreed to an armistice with the evacuation of Loiang
in return for certain compensation, ‘This armistice, however,
prevents his open iollowers, the president of the government
of the province of Anwhei, Shi Yu Hsiang, and the president
of the government of the province oi Honan, Hang Fu Tiu, from
proceeding against Nanking., When they were joined by Tang
Shen Shi, Nanking found itscli in such a critical situation that
Chiang Kai Shick and Lis friends began to think of transferring
their ,,central government” to the province of Chekiang. At
the Jast minute however Yen Si Shang’s intervention came to
their aid and gained them a respite.

This respite, however, had to be dearly paid for, The
troops of Feng, Chang Fa Kui and oi the province of Kwantunge
are no more disarmed than those of Shi Yu Hsiaug and Tang
Shen Chi. Hang Fu Tiu, who recognised the authority ¢ Yen
Si Shang, thereby continued to remain the head of the govern-
ment o1 Honan.

Hence the position of Yen Si Shaug has beconie con-
siderably stromger. His power at present extends over the
province of Shansi, to a portion of the province oi Honan, and
tinally to the province oi Chill, wherehy lie possesses an outlet

to tlll:jz sca and therewith immediate connection with the outer
world, .

fram the Soviet Union. The capitalists do not wish to permitv
that great growth of exports from the Soviet Union envisaged
in the Five-Year Plan of our foreign trade. With the aid
of special customs tariifs, by the creation of special mono-—
polist organisations, expressly for “trade” with the Soviet
Union, by demanding contingents and a net trade balance ire
the trade with thic Soviet Union, by raising a great outcry
against “Soviet dumping”, by the immediate prohibition ©f
the importation of this or that article of Soviet export
(Swedish match mouopoly in Germany), the capitalists ares
endeavouring to break through our foreign trade monopolx-.
At the same time the old legend of “Communist propa -
ganda” and of “interference™” of the Soviet economic orgamni—
sations in the inner affairs of the capitalist countries is rake Q
up again,  Thus, according to newspaper reports Hemdersomm
recently complained to Comrade Sokolnikov of infringemeryts
of the agreement regarding propaganda, because the Corwy—
intern sent a message of greeting to the new Communiszt
paper in England “Daily worker”. A little while previous¥s _
the Diehards among the Conservatives accused the Sovie c

Government of propaganda because Negroes rebelled in Sovatia
Africa.

Finally it was announced yesterday that the Mexlc aags
Government, which proceeds with bloody terror against tlse.



No. 6

International Press Correspondence 99

workers and peasants of Mexico, has recalled its ambassador
from w allegedly as a protest against the Soviet
Government, which (just think) is responsible for the fact that
in Argentina, Brazil and New York communist workers
protested in front of the Mexican embassies against the
White Terror in Mexico. At the same time it is perfectly
clear that this act of the “independent" foreign policy of
Mexico is only the dutiful fulfilment of iminediate instructions
from Washiagton, whither the newly elected president of
Mexico, Ortis, has to-day taken his departure in order to
take the oath of allegience.

In all the capitalist countrics there is a wave of “protest”
against the “religious persecution” in the Soviet Union. In
Eugland, in Switzerland, in America and a number oi other
countries the Catholic priests unite with Anglican clergymen,
protestant pastors orthodox Qreek popes and Hebrew rabbis
under the command of generals for common action against
the Soviet Union. Needless to say at the head of this “move-
ment” we find our old friends among the English Diehards,
Joymson Hicks and Lord Birkenhead. .

From Geneva is heard the demand of the general
secretary of the Committee for National Minorities at the
League of Nations, a certain Mr. Amende, that uan inter-
national protest be organised against the “persecution of
(icrman minorities” in the Seviet Union. What Mr. Amende
has in mind in this connection is the abortive. counter-revo-
lutionary attempt of a handful of Mennonite kulaks to organise
4 mass emigration of German peasants from the Sovict Union.

A new feature is undoubtedly the increased part played
by the U.S.A, in the anti-Soviet imperialist front. Three jacts
constitute irrefutable evidence of this. Firstly the leading role
of the American Government in the attempts at diplomatic
intervention in connection with the conflict on the Chinese
Eastern Railway. Secondly, the particular cnergy with
which American capital is working to bring about an
approchement between Germany and Poland and to remove

all antagonisms between them. Finally, the role played by

America in the action of the Mexican Government aguinst
the Soviet Union is of special importance.

Another new feature is the circumstance that thc German
bourgeols press is ever more definitely lining up in the Hicks
and Chamberlain anti-Soviet front. It is significant that thc
otherwise peaceably inclined ‘“‘democratic” press ' (“Frank-
turfer Zeitung™, “Berliner Tageblatt™) is especially energetic
in its incitement against the Soviet Union.

Finally, we have the fact that international impcrialism
is concentrating against Soviet cxports, and is emdcavouring
thereby to deal a blow against the Five-Year Plan.

The imperialists want to undermine our Five-Ycar Plan;
they do not intend to permit the final liquidation of the rem-
nants of the exploiting classes; they are striving agaiust the
fimal uprooting of capitalism in the Soviet Union. Hicks and
Chamberlain, Hendcrson and Scvering fully realisc how the
thorough collectivisation of agriculture is bound up with the
tremendous pace of industrialisation, how. the fight ijor the
Hauidation of the kulaks finally annmihilates thcir (the im-
perialists) allics in the fight against Bolshevism in the Sovict
nion itsel. Hence international imperialism is now mo-
dilising its forces against the Soviet Union. Hence there is
ow setting in a fresh wave of anti-Soviet activity. To save
the last positions in the Sovict Union and not to permit the
fuliilment of the Five-Year Plan, both in thc sphere of cco-
nomy and the sphere of social relations, — that is the wim
of the imperialists.

Simultancously therewith world impecrialism is Deginning
to pay greater attention to its hinterlamd, for herc there is
to be seen, in connection with the growing ccono:nic crisis
and the worsening of the material position oi the prolctariat,
an increase of revolutionary mass activity which is hostile to
Gapitalism. 1t is precisely this that the capitalists fear. They
are preparing their machine guns and poison gas against tie
working class of their own countries, amd are endeavouring,
primarily with thc aid of the church, social fascism and
Democracy, to undermine the ideological dirmmess of the
Masses who are becoming more amnd more rcvolutionary. “lt
:is the fault of the Soviet Unlon that the social crisis is

tepening”, — that is the slogan with the aid of which they -

Yope to terrify the petty bourgeoisie and the backward
clements among thc working class, in order to preparc a

favourable ground for further work of the machine guns and
cannons. That is the second aim of worl imperialism,

The working class of the whole world and its communist
vanguard will not allow themselves to be intimidated and
demoralised by this fresh wave of anti-Soviet activity, They
will expose the real aims and the new methods of deceiving
the masses of the people, all the cry and hullabaloo about
“Soviet proganda”, or “Sovict dumping”, religions “nerse-
cution” in the Soviet Uniou etc. And should the imperialists
really venture to stretch out their claws against the Soviet
Union, to proceed against workd communism, then they had
better remember the sad end of the “crusade” which  was
undertaken against the Soviet Union in 1919.

There are Still Judges in Paris!

The “Isvestia” of 30th January publishes a
lcading article under the above title, from which
the following is an extract. Editor.

Ihe petty thief and rascal, who had stolen money irom
the Embassy. who climbed over the railings and afterwands
declared th:t he has had “political” difierences of opinion with
the Soviet Power, is being petted and pampered by the boure
geois Republic, has become the hero of the day and is publish-
ing his dirty inventions in the most popular press organs. The
authorities of the Republic do not in the least think of handing
this common criminal over to the Soviet Republic. On the
contrary, they have taken him to their bosoms as their own
son. He bhas unexpectedly acquired a new fatherland. The
three rascals Savelj Litvinov, Joffe and Laborius, who have
issued bills amounting to millions drawn on the foreign institu-
tions of the Soviet Union and put them into circulation, get the

_support of the press, are elevated to the position of heroes of

the day, obtain the services of the best and most famouas
lawyers in Europe, and after they have been acquitted leave
the court building with heads proudly erect.

The acquittal in Paris and the hospitality granted to
Bessedovski, Litvinov and consorts is not at all astonishing.
Everything is in perfect order . . .. But this case has another
purely political aspect; and this aspect imparts to these events
the character of a crude and blunt challenge Every rascal
aud thief enjoys the benevolent support of French law whe-
never orgaus of the Soviet Power are the victims of these
rascals. Every robbery and swindle will in such case not only
o completely unpunished, but will also be adorned with a
halo, will be made the desired opportunity for a wild incite-
ment, for a vile attack on the Soviet Regime, for an unbridled
and insolent propaganda against the Soviet Union.

Even the Public Prosecutor, who in view of the convincing
evidence found it impossible openly to avoid supporting the
indictment, considers the most convincing proof of the forgery

" of the bills to be the fact that “the Soviet Government is payime
" its propaganda abroad not with forged bills but in hard cash”.

These geutlemen dare to talk of “propaganda” at the very
moment when the whole meaning of the court decision is
nothing but open, flagrant, cynical propaganda — propaganda
for forging of bills and for every kind of common crime which
is directed against the Soviet Power. The guilt of the accused
was so glaringly apparent that even the most shameless French
papers did not venture to deny the fact of the ivrgeries. Even
the unprecedented representative of the State Prosecution was
compelled to characterise the statements of the accused as
“ridiculous”.

The decision of the court in Paris is an attempt to place
us outside the law. to deprive our organs abroad of the normatl
“protection” of the law. Everything is permitted against the
Soviet Power and its organs. There are still judges in Pariy!
The Paris jury, who are petted and approved by the whole
Press, plainty and loudly annonce: Stcal and swindle as much
as you like provided the victim is the Soviet Power.

They are attempting to place us outside the law. But do
not burn your fingers in so doing, you friends, companions ,:md
protectors of the scum ef society of the Soviet Union, The
power of the prol:tariat in our country is less than ever in a
position in which one can with impunity let loose and incite
any band of thieves against it. The Sovict Power succeeded
a few years ago in wresting from our eueinies a more danye-
rous weapon and smashing it to pieces. It will also prove
capable of frustrating this propagation of theft and of dicty
common crime.



100

Intcrnational Press Correspondence

N 6

—

STRUGGLE AGAINST UNEMPLOYMENT

International Fighfing -‘Day against Unemployment.

To all Workers and Unemployed in Town and Country!

To all Revolutionary Trade Unions, Trade Union Oppo-
sitions and Revolutionary Factory Councils!

Comrades!

World unemployvment is growing cnormously. The army -

of the unemployed and shori-tine workers is dailly increas-
g in the capitalist countries. Capitalist society is neither
willing nor capable of caring for the victims of its protit
system. The million masses of unemployed are exposed to
misery, starvation and cold. Broad scctions of the workers,
who arc still employed in the factories, are threatened with

the same tate. Hence the unemployed, together with the factory.

workers, have m the last few weeks taken up the fight
against the bourgcoisic with ever increasing energy. Demon-
strations and bunger marches in all capitalist countries of
Furope show the fighting determination and the common
proletarian solidarity of the workers and umemployed. Thc
Communist Parties, the red trade unions and the revolutio-
nary trade union oppositions are in all countries at the head
of this struggle. .

The international strugyle against uncnmiployement has
become one of the most important political tasks of the prole-
tarian class strugzle. The Conicrence of European Communist
Parties held on the 2nd February in Diisseldorf resolved to
conduct this struggle and to prepare an International Fighting
Day for the 12th of March against Unemployment,

Capitalist rationalisation was already hitherto accompanied
by increased exploitation of the working class, chronic un-
employment and a seneral depression of the standard of living
of the working class. The approaching world crisis is inten-
sifying competition between the world triasts, which leads to
a further concentration of production and closing down of less
profitable works in order to sccure high dividends for other
works. Great masses  of .workers arc being permanently
ousted from production: the wages of the workers remaining
in the factories are being depressed. New taxes are imposed,
prices are rising, social insuraucce is being cut down. A general
lowering of the standard of living of the whole working class
is procceding,

The unemploved are condemmed to starve, freeze and dic.
Unemployment has reached such dimensions in  alimost all
the European countries, that there is hardly a workers' family
in which there is not at least one unemployed, and thousands
of workers’ familics consist only of unemploved.
towns have become unemployed towns.

The social fascists, both thosc in the countries where they
are in office and in those countriecs where they are in
“opposition”, are in favour of capitalist rationalisation. and
against the struggle of the masses for the mmprovement of
their standard of living. The social fasclst partics and the
rciormist trade unions are in favour of maintaining the capita-
list system and against the strikes of the workers and the
demands of the unemployed. Their Ministers for Finance - -
Hilferding. Snowden, Englis — are imposing new taxes upon
the workers, arc cutting down the means for social welfare
and for unemployment bencfit.

. Only one Party — the world party of Conununism - -
stands at the head of the working class struggle against the
lowering of he standard of living and against world uncmploy-
ment, and thereby against the whole capitalist system of
exploitation and suppri:ssion. The radicalisation of the toiling
masses, their determination to attack and fight against the
bourgeoisie is growing. Great class struxzies in all countries
herald the approach of a new revolutionary wave. The work-
g class has become stronger and more firmly welded
together in these struggles under the leadership of the Com-
munist Parties. This is the reason why exceptional laws

against the Communitts are issued, why the suppression of -

the Cominunist Parties and of the Red . trade unions is being
prepared and partly carried out. But the mass struggle against

Whole -

capitalism cannot be prevented by any exceptional laws, by
any prohibition and martial law, or the cossack.methods oi
social fascist police presidents.

The whole workinz class, both those who are still in the
factories and the uncmployed, must unite under the banncr
of the Comnmnist International and of the Red Internationat
of Labour Unions for the common struggle against the attach
of the bourgcoisic on the material standard of living of the
working class and against world unemployement.

Therciore, the Conference of representatives of the
European Communist Partics and of the Red Trade Unions
calls npon the working class of all capitalist countries oi
Europe to carry out

an International Fighting Day against World Unémploymeul
on the 12th March of this year.

The Conference requests the Communist International and the
Red Internationa! of Labour Unions to render this day «
fighting day in all countries of the world.

This fighting day munst become a common day of struggle
of the unemployed and the workers to mobilise for the follo-
wing international demands:

Against capitalist rationalisation, against dismissals!

For the seven-hour day!

Unemployment benefit, amounting to. the level of full
wages, for all unemployed working men and women for the
whole term of unemployment! -

Full wages for all workers on short time!

These demands must be supplemented in every country
and cvery locality by the concrete demands of the locality
in question, consideration being had to all sections of workers.
in particular the women, the young workers, the cmployces
and axricultural workers. :

In cvery country the struyyle for the demands of the
uncmployed must be at once organised by the setting up ot
uncmployed organisations, committees and- councils, Thesc
must become the organs of the common struggle of the wor-.
kers and unemploved. Therefore, the unemployed committees
mast be extended by attracting the representatives of the
workers in the factories, of the working women amd youne
workers,  The uncmploved commitlices must be set up at
cvery labour exchange and in every locality:; they must issuc
uncmployed papers and prepare with all encrgy the intor-
national fighting day on the 12th of march.

The struggle of the unemploved for their demands must
be closely linked up with all economic and political strunggles
of the whole working class, with the struggle for the strects.
the struugle against martial law, against the exceptional laws,
against the suppression of the Communist Parties and the
revolutionary trade unions, and ayainst the preparation of the
imperialist war against the Soviet Union.

Waorkers, Camerades! .

Organise the united revolutionary actions of . the un.
employed and of the workers!

Create organisations of the unemployed!

Fight against world unemployvment and the lowering of
the standard of living of the working class!

Preparc for the Iuternational Fighiing Day on 12th oi
March! .

Dusseldorf, 2nd February 1930,

The West European Bureau of the Communis¢
International! .

The Furopean Secretariat of the Red Internationa)
of Labour Unions! -

The representatives of the Communist Partles of

. Germany, France, Czechoslovekla, Polangd,
Great Britain, Balkan Federation, Austria,
Holland. Belglun and of the Yomung Commaunis¢
Intesnational, - B

:
i
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| Nearly a Third of the Austrnan Population
Suffering trom Unemployment.
By Guido Zamis (Vienna).
The latest figures regarding unmemploviment in Austria are

increase of 28,000 sirce the 31st December; 38,000 unemployed
who do mot get bemefit but are registered at the Labour
Exchange, and about 44,000 old age pensioners, i: €. unemployed
who are over 60 vears and get a pension of 50 Shilling a
month {an Austrian shilling is equivalent to sevenpence). All
tiese together make 336,673 officlally registered unemployed.
But the actual number of the unemployed is much higher as
there are a great number of unemployed who are not offi-
cally registered, and even the bourgeois paper “Der Tag”
estmates- the total number of unemployed at 400,000,
Reckening the dependents of the uunemployed, there are
ahout 1800800 people in Austria directly or indirectly aiiccted
by unemplextnent: This means, in view of the low unemploy-
‘ment benefit which is paid out in the best cases—3Sch.
i for the famnily breadwinner—that nearly a third of the Austrian
is actmally starving.
What is the government, ¢he bourgeois parties and social
democracy doing in face of this catastrophic misery? 1In a
Ministerial Council of 17th Japuary the Government decided
tn accelerate the construction oi dwellings and to advise the
0o emigrate!
That is all Herr Schober can suggest. The Austrian un-
employed shalt become slaves on the South American plantations
if they do not wish to rot in Austria. i
On the 25th January the leaders oi the Trade Unions
appreached Schober in order to discuss with him the social
democratic programme to combat unemployment. This pro-
zramme-contains, inter alia, the following itemes:
1 Acceleration of the orders by the Federal Government
aid the federal railways.
2 Extension of the scheme to provide work for the un-
cemployed.
3 Establishment of a credit organisation and credit
msurance for industrial orders from abroad with the assistance
of the banks
4. Strict adherence to the eight-hour day law.

In view of the appalling misery prevailing amonyg the

| masses of the unemployed it is necessary to set up quite diife-
" rent demands. Before all increase of unemployment benetit,

,and the municipalities.

1
b
'

which is to be granted for the whole time of unemployment;
adegmate grants for the winter on the part of the government
The social democrats do not even
mentione these demands.: For the purpose of reducing un-
emplogmesrt it is necessary to introduce the seven-hour day
with full pay, unconditional abolition of all overtime on the part
of the factory workers. Further measures are, full pay for all
shors-tme workers, payment of the diiference between wages
and unemployment benefit for three months by the employers
to all the- workers affected by closing down of factories.

These-are the demands of the Communist Party: these are
the demmamds -for which the uncinployed are fighting and for
whick -they -demonstrated on the 30th January in the whole
of Awstpia.. -

Por the Austrian proletariat the only real way out of the
Dresemt ~eatastrophe is the mass struggle under revolutionary
slogamsrand with revolutionary alms.

" Unemployment in Bulgaria.

Unsmployement ‘n Bulgaria has at present reached a
Intherer-unknown extent. A number of factories have been
laid 4dle- or placed on short time. In the textile centre of
Grabowo the smaller factonies have closed down. In Jambol
the simaour day has been introduced in the factories, while
the dmity wage has been reduced by 45 per cent. . In this town
the warisers of the pottery and tobacco works are 100 per cent

. unemployed, the textile workers 80 per cent.

The total sumber ob unemployed Is estimated by the in-
depeadent trade unlous at 150,000. The workers in the tobacco
industry are most seriously affected: the unemployed tobacco
workers in Philippopolis, Haskovo, . Kardshali, Stanimaka,
| Pazardshik, Kilstendil etc. have Increased to 35000, of whom
" 12000 are in Philippopolis alone.

a5 follows: 264,673 unemployed in receipt of beneiit; that is an .

2170

‘in

The unemployed are wandering in droves to the villages
where they offer their services merely in return for food. |

The municipal fraction ot the workers' party in Philippo-
polis submitted to the town council the proposal to xrant
5 million Leva for the unemployed: but the bourgeois maiority
gr.mlu.d only 700,00m Levas tor the 1000 poorest unemploved
familics.

Many unemployed fannllcs do not in iaet get any un-
employment heuetit. The great embitterment, especially among
the women. finds expression in spontaneous outbreaks. Tlus,
for instance, hungry women in Philippopolis surrounded the
house of a bourgeois town counucillor, who refused to register
these womien on the list of thosc to receive poor law relief,
and smashed all the windows.

It is only the independent trade unions which are conduct-
ing the struggle against mass uuemployment For the purpose
of putting iorward the demands oi the unemployed--possibility .
oi work, adequate unemployment beneiit etc.— special an-
employed committees are being established by the various trade
unions. In ali big cities local unemployed committees are being
set up. These comnittees have the task of co-ordinating the
unemployed movement, mobilising the masses and carrying out
hroad mass campaigns, demonstrations, meetings t.tc.

SOCIALIST CoNsmucnou
IN THE SOVIET UN.ON

The Collectlvnsation of Every~Day Life

Moscow, End of January 1930

Thcrc was recently held here an important Conference oi
delegates from various institutions and organisations, which
had for its object to find ways and means for the improving
the every day working and living conditions of the wm'knu~
and peasant women.

The necessity to hold such a conierence arose from the
changed conditions already brought about by the Five-Year
Plan in town and country. The devclopment of the rural
districts to compact collectivisation requires a decisive change
regard to the conditions uinder which the working and
peasant women arce still living, who for the greater part still
bear on their shoulders the burden of old family relations and
domestic work.

The Conference was faced by a great number of problems
and tasks, of which for the present only the most important
ones were dealt with. Among these are the question of
children’s upbringing, the question of meals and of tlu, con-
struction of dwellings.

Comrade Krupskaya delivered the report on the question
of Children’s upbringing in the period of sociilist construction
and collectivisation oi agriculture. She pointed out that the
question of establishing rooms and institutions for children
must be given much greater attention in the construction of
factories and Soviet undertakings. In the collective under-
takings an elementary mass moveinent for the organisation of
children’s creches and kindergartens is developing, and a
number of children’s collectives alreadv exist in the rural
districts. In many cases the children express the desire to
lcave the family and to found special children’s communities.

In the socialist towns the problem of the protection o1
mother and child is in the. foreground. The speaker on this
item Comrade Lebedyeva (of the People’s Commissariat for
Public Health) stated: In the socialist town the chief type of
dweclling is the block of five to six storey houses. As in the
socialist towns the whole population is engaged in production,
all the domestic functions and the bringing up of the children
must be socialised The childrer. must be accommodated dayv
amnd night in institutions like children’s creches, kindergartens,
boarding schnols for children etc. This does not mean that
the children should be artificially separated from the adults,
i. e. their parents. The parents not only have the right but
also the duty to occupy themselves with the children. The
means for socialised children’s education are to be obtained
by the State saving so much by the socialist organisation oi
the life of the population (for instance the means for the
support of mothers, pregnant women etc.). The cost of the
food and education of a child is estimated at mo%t at 60 Roubels
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a month, of which about 50 per cent is to be borne by the
State. .

The question oi the construction of dwellings and the
transformation of the houses is a very urgent one. Comrade
Loshetchkina emphasised in her report, that in the next two
years already 30 per cent. of the new dwelling houses will be
communal houses. These houses will not be dearer than the
ordinary houses. The communal houses contain a communal
kitchen, communal laundry and red corners.

Comrade Molrova dealt with the great meghgnis:ed
kitchens, which render possible a far-reaching collectivisation
of the supply of meals. At present there exist only ten such
great mechanised iactory kitchens, but the future belongs to
them. [t is necessary to train the appropriate personuel, tI!e

- cadres for these kitchens: not cooks who have been trained in
“French” resiaurants, but trained experts, physicians, engi-
" neers, food experts, who are capable of organising the pro-
duction and distribution of good meals for whole districts of
a city. .
%{he Commission for the improvement of the working and
living conditions of the working and peasant women will now
extend its field of activity to the whole Soviet Union and
endeavour to solve numerous new problems which have arisen
as a result of the reconstruction of industry and agriculture on
a socialist basis. The Commission will attract to its support
liew forces which will participate in the work of transforming
the life of the masses of the workers and peasants and in
particular of the women and children in the new socialist
society. )

THE WHITE TERROR

Torture and Murder of Croat
Nationalists in the Zagreb Police Prison.

(Letter from Zagreb)

' End of January 1930.

In the underground cells of the Zagreb Police prison the
arrested Croat nationalists are daily tortured in the most
crucl manner. The mother of Hranilovitsch, a private employee
who was arrested on the occasion of the discovery of the
“black-yellow conspiracy”, has for weeks attempted in vain
to see her son. All signs indicate, and it is generally presumed,
that he has died as a result of the bestial tortures in the police
prison, just as Javor, a shop kecper, who was arrested at the
same time and whom the police tortured by burning his scx
organs with candlcs.

In Hrachtche, a village near Zagreb, where the Croat
nationalists Pospischil and Babitsch, charged with thc murder
of Toni Schiegl, chief editor of the Zagreb papcr “Novosti”,
had hidden thcmselves, 18 peasants and peasant women were
arrested, conveyed to Zagreb and subjected to the most
frightiul torturcs. The peasant women were stripped abso-
Iutchy naked, raped and beateu with batons.

The tortures wcre carried out by the detectives First,
Stefek, Golub and chief detective Rimay, but the police
officials Slantchitch and Horvat, as well as the chief of police
Janko Bedekovitch, activcly participated in the carrying out
of the tortures.

As the police have repeatedly hauded over to the court
seriously wounded prisoners, to whoin the court was obliged
to give medical aid, the latter now refuses to take over any
more wounded prisouers, so that the ill-treated political pri-
soncers are kept for months in the police prisons until they
cither recover or dic. People who have been arrested, beaten
and later released, have to sign a statemeut to the cffect that
they have not been beaten by the police. Whoever refuses
to sign such a statement is kept in prison and beaten untit he
sigus the paper. .

Even the rclatives of the political prisoners are not cxempt
from the rage of the brutalised police. Some of them were

-.arrested and tortured; among others Hranilovitch® sister, who

munist teaten for several days in succession. The city council
against thing hand in glove with the police and is ejecting the
the Cominsf the political prisoners, of the emigrants and of those
prepared andiving in illecality from the town courcil houses.

- .

Police raids are carried out in thc whole town day and
night. Whoever cannot produce identification papers issued
by the police, is arrested. If anybody protests against his
arrest he is at once beaten. Qrcat indignation prevails among
the population; the press is not allowed to publish any news

. regarding these happenings, which measure however only

serves to increase the general resentment against and dissatiss -
faction with the regime of the Scrvian big bourgeoisie.

'AGAINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

Haiti, and the Struggle against UL S.A,
Imperialism. )
By Harry Gannes (New York).

) Since 1915, U S. imperialism has been sinking its fangs
decper into black Haiti. The conscious imperialists of Wall
Street recognise in Haiti a strategic point in the future war .
plans of American capitalism. ' In a formal manner, Haiti's
relations to the United States is “‘regulated” under the treaty
of 1915 which was literally forced down the throats of the
Haitian masses by U. S. marine bayonets. More than 2,000
Haitian workers and peasants were killed in the revoluticn
;Vh;([:h greeted the “‘peaceful” penetration of U. S. imperialism
n Haiti. .

Major General Smedley D. Butler, of the United States
Marine Corps, who has had experience in every colony of
American imperialism, on Dec. 5. 1929, told an audience of
manufacturers in Pittsburgh how the job was handled. Refer-
ring to Haiti the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette reports lhim as
saying:

“Regarding Haiti, General Butler told how the marine-
controlled President had dissolved the Congress to pre-
vent the legislative body from passing a new constitution.
He (Butler) aided the president in drawing up the edict
that dissolved the Congress.”

Since then, U. S, imperialism has forged a ring of gold
and steel around Haiti. In 1913 Wall Strcet investments in
Haiti amounted to $ 4.000.000. With the subjugation of the
masses and the establishment of a financial and military
dictatorship over the island, Wall Street investments jumped
to § 30,743,000 in 1929. During the same time, U. S. commerce
iumped 147 per_cent; from $ 6,909.000 to about $ 17,000,000.

But the main reason for riveting the imperialist bonds
tighter on this small island of 10,204 square miles, with a
population of 2,300.200 is military. Haiti holds a strategic
position with regard to the Panamal canal, the key to U .S.
war plans. 3

On more than one occassion the American bourgcois and
their military and naval hcads have declared that the Carib-
bean Sca must be locked upon as an American lake. That the
American lake is reddended with the blood of the Haitian,
Nicaraguan, Cuban and Mexican masses, Stimson very skil-
fully attemps to hide in his flimsy role as world agent of
peace and advocate of the Kellogg pact.

The recent revolt in Haiti was based on the vrowing
suppression of president Luis Borno and the Wall Street mili-
tary dictator, Brig. Gen. John H. Russell, U.S.M.C., Ameri-
can High Commissioner, who rules Haiti with an iron hand
on the orders of Hoover and Stimson. Also, economic cou-
ditions during the past year have become very bad. The
price of coffce, the main awxrarian product of Haiti, dropped
sharply. The conditions of the pcasants have worsened. There
developed the spontaneous strike of the students ‘which was
backed by the militant mass of peasants who wanted to go
much further than the petty bourgeois students. Then
followed a strike of the dock workers at Port au Prince.

The Haitian masses have becn systematically disarmed

‘by the U. S. marines. The marines have organised the

Garde Nationale, composed of mercenary Haitian troops
loyal to Wall Strect and the Borono regime. In reality, the
Qardc Nationale is an arm of the United States marine corps
and directly under the domination of the High Commissioner.

The Negro masses of Haiti have a long history of
brilliant revolutionary struggle. Fven with the overwhelme-
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mg sauperiority of the armed forces of the American marines,
backed by innumerable battleships and cruisers, the revo-
. htion in Haiti seethed for years. The revolutionary spirit
of the masses was never broken. '
. Immediately after High Commissioner Russell announced
«, that “all was quiet on the front” in Haiti following the gene-
ral strike, on the cocasion of a number of village and muni-
' cpal elections the masses again expressed their revolutionary
! fervour and batred of Borno and his imperialist supporters.
, In spite of the fact that the polling places wecre heavily
. protected by the Qarde Nationale and marine troops, the
| peasants attacked them at many points.
‘ The mass demonstrations in support of the Haitian
uprisings that were held in New York, Washington, Phila-
' delphla, and other parts of the United Staates, were by
strict orders of the marine commander kept out of the
s Haitlan press on the ground that the ncws would intensiiy
* the revolutionary struggles of the Haitian masses.
-1 Meanwhile ,on the recommendation of president Hoover,
... Congress has appointed an “investigating’” commission to go
to Haiti and report back on a more “stable” form of relation-
ship between the United States and its black colony. At no
time bave the American capitalists permitted a  national
tlection in Haiti. The usual procedure, as followed in Nica-
ragua, is for the United States to call for a “fair, free and
open election’. In these elections, in the words of onc of the
chief participants. Major General Butler, “our camdidates
ys win”. “The opposition candidates were declared
bandits when it became necessary to elect a candidate.”
i Yet with the assurance that its Wall Street candidate will
' win—thanks to the vigorous help of the marines—U. S. im-
-1 perialism has not allowed an election in Haiti because it
.t realises the revolutionary tempcer of the masses and the
. fact that even a marine-controlled election would be the signal
l for mass uprisings of a virulent nature.
-

e

The Haitian masses lack firm, revolutionary leadership.
The struggles are usually led by students and petty bourgcois
| tements, who while opposed to American imperialism, do not
| offer a class programme for the masses, based on an anti-
. imperialist struggle together with the oppressed masses in
j other Latin American countries and in harmony with the revo-

-4 Intionary forces in the United States.
. The Negro Haitian masses, though murdered, tortured,
imprisoned and harrassed have never submitted. They have
*-. put op the most persistent and continued revolutionary battle
= against U. S. imperialism of any of the colonial peoples under
" the yoke of Wall Strect.

ECONOMICS

The Crisis of Czéchoslovakian Capitalism,
By Alois Hahn (Prague).

. ~The situation in Czechoslovakia is dominated by the
- “mmencing economic crisis, which is the expression of the
v frowhig contradiction between the growth of productive

lorces and the small absorbing capacity of the market.” That
‘ is how the resolution of the Central Committee of the C.P.
of Czethoslovakia characterises the crisis of Czechoslovakiau
' pitalism. The output of coal shows an enormous increase
i 'n comparison with last year, nevertheless in the last few
1 months. the coal export balauce shows a deficit, with the

;> Tesult that some pits are already working short time.

;',‘ In the iron industry the total production of raw iron

3, dmounted in the ycar 1929 to approximately 2 willion tons,

and the production of raw steel rose accordingly. It should

be mentioned that the import of iron shows a constant

- | increase as compared with the export of iron, and in the first

.| ten months of 1929 had already reached half a million tons,

. There exists a definite crisis in the textile industry, whicli

-] Is shown in the increasing number of unemploved textile

| workers.

The export of timber is an important part of Czechoslo-

« ! Vakian economy, and in this branch oi industry we witness

[
'

—— o ——

.
|

’3-', 2 tremeidous decline in the export of the most tmportant
. Varieties of wood.
- The Czechoslovakian economit crisis is very plainly cha-

racterised by the® balance of foreign trade. The following
table gives the figures for the first cleven v.nonths of the
last five years:

Imports Exports Surplus Trade Balance
In thousand million crowns .
1925 15.6 16.8 1.2
1926 13.6 15.9 23 -
1927 15.6 17.8 2.2
1928 17.3 19.1 18
1929 18.1 18.3 0.2

Imports ar¢ increasing whilst exports are declining, and
if in the year 1929 the trade balance still showed a surplus, this
surplus, amounting as it does to only 200 million, is already
a sign of an economic crisis.

. A further expression of the economic crisis is the number
of insolvencies in the year 1929, which show a big increase
particularly in the last quarter.

The bourgeoisiec has been endcavouring for years to
overcome the economic crisis by increased rationaliation of
production, which is closely connected with the formation
of cartels and trusts. The great efforts to formm cartels, to
carry out mergers, is to be seen especially in the textile and
mctal industries. In the armament industry, which plays
an eminent role in Czechoslovakia in view of the prepa-
rations for war against the Soviet Union, attempts are being
made to form a united concern, which attempts are expressued
before all in the erging of the Skoda works, the Briinner
arms factory and the Kolben-Danek works.

This concentration movement is leading to the closing
down of big works and factories, resulting in hundreds and
hundreds of workers in the textile industry, thc metal
industry and all other branches of industry being dismissed.
while rationalisation is being carried out in the factories still
working.

According to the returns of the statistical office, the
number of unemployed at the end of October las{ year
amounted to 34,702, and at the end of November to 38.239.
‘This is an increase in unemployment of 11 per cent., whilst
in the same period of 1928 the increcasc amounted to only
3 per cent. At the end of November 1929 the number of un-
employed was 30 per cent. higher than in the year 1928.

The- helplessness  of the bourgeoisie in face of this
capitalist economic crisis, and especially the discussion on the
guestion of the grain monopoly and of raising the customs
duties, show how secverely Czechoslovakian economy is
shaken and how hopeless are all measures proposed to bc
adopted. One thing is certain, the “solution” of the crisis is
to be carried out at the cost of the toiling population. The
Minister for Finance, Mr. English, repeatedly announced this
on the occasion of the conclusion of the Hague Comference
and declared that it is necessary to reduce home consumption
in order to pay the reparations debts.  This means lowering
the standard of living of the working population byv increasing
the customs duties, by the grain monopoly, rationalisation.
wage cuts, partial abolition of the rent restrictions act — in
a word, a starvation plan which will plunge the workers
into the deepcst misery. The budyret provides for the re-
duction of direct taxation from 1.747 million crowns to 1.597
million; this 150 millions represents a present to the possessing
class. The turnover tax is to be reduced by 130 miilion,
which will bring them up to 7700 million crowns.

The working masses are replying to these attempts of
the bourgeoisie to lay fresh burdens on them, by increased
militancy, which is expressed in the ever more frequent
spontancous strikes, in which the unorganised masses play a
decisive role. Folloawing the November strike of the miners
oi North West Bohemia. there has taken place a  whole
number of strikes and lockouts, and the glass workers in
Einsicdel, the metal workers in Tannwald, the texiile workers
in Warnsdorf and Theresienthal, the glass workers in Blei-
stadt and in Unter-Reichenan have alrcady for some weeks
been engaged in a struggle to repel the attacks of the
capitalists,

In November and also in December 13 strikes took place,
in 19 and 18 factorics respectively. In November 4551 workers
struck, and in December 6781 workers.  The number of strike
davs in November wnounted to 17.142, and in December to
41,583.  This survey shows that the strikes are more pro-
tracted and embracing ever larger numbers of workers, The



104

International Press Correspondence

No 6

. -
activity of the unemployed, the solidarity actions of the rest
oi the workers, and the demonstrations all go to show that
thhe strike mmovement is mobilising increasing sections of the
workers for the fight; at the same time in all the fights there
is to be seen a great accentuation of the antagonisms and a
sreat tenacity and persistence on the part of the workers.

The social fascists, however, not only openly advocate
wage reductions and strike-breaking, they not only_conclude
collective agreements which do not grant any wage increases,
but for the first time in Czechoslovakia — and_this under
e soclal-fascist coalition — workers are being fired on, as
happened in Gablonz at the demonstration of the unemplpyed
and in Unter-Reichenau at the demonstration of the striking
«lass workers, This is the “new spirit” which is being in-
troduced by the social fascist Ministers. :

The government social fascists are aware that the
struggle against the working masses and the red trade unions,
as well as against the Communist Party, can only be carried
out by means of violence. Therefore, it is precisely the
social fascists who introduce the new press law, who raise
the question of a fascist reform of the constitution. It is by
this means that the fight against the revolutionary proletariat
is to be carried out and intensified in order to solve the great
fask of international imperialism and fascism: To couduct war
against the Soviet Union.

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

Resolution of the Polit. Secretariat
of the E.C.C.IL on the Insurgent Movement
in Arabistan.
Adopted in the Session of 16th October 1929.

* The following resolution is published with thie
necessary abridgements,  In particular the clauses
dealing with the attitude of the Communist Party to
the uational revolutionary tendencies have been
leit out. :

The uprising oi the Arabians in Palestine and the events
in Arabistan in general have fully and completely confirmed
the correctness of the analysis of the VI Congress of the
¢l and the X. Plenum. of the E.C.C.I. concerning the ac-
centuation of the strugyle between imperialism and the toiling
wasses of the colonial countries, concerning the new upsurge
in the national liberation movement in the colonial and scmi-
colonial countrics, concerning the role of the *“Labour” go-
vernment, the process of transiormation of the IL International
into a social-fascist and avowed social-imperialist intcrnational.

National dismemberment of the Arabs, dismcwmberment
of Arabistan into mumcrous small countries, the partition of
Arabistan among the various imperialist powers, - the complete
disiranchisement of the basic mass of the population, violent
Zionist colonisation, zrowing pressure of British and French
imperialism of the Arabian countries — — this constitutes
another list of causes of the revolt,

By plundering the land of the Arabian fellahs in favour
of Zionist colonisation (often with the aid of the Arabian land-
Jords) and also in favour of the Arabian landlords and foreign
capitalists, the retention of the fendal latifundia by the
Arabian landlords and the mosque, the rapid destruction and
decay of the rural communes of the fellahs, the growing
exploitation of the peasants in the form of rent, the growing
taxes and nsury, the relatively rapid development of market
relations, the conversion of sclf-sufiicing  agriculture inte
mouey rcelations, the creation of big funns and plantations in
pluce of tenant households, the wrabbing oi the pastures oi
the nomadic bedouins, the crowding out of the latter to the
poorest land, their rapid scttlement on permanent farining, the
ousting of the latter from transportation and guarding tle
cormercial - routes, the comparatively rapid class difieren-
tiation of the bedouin tribes — — these arc soine of the main
causos of the cvents in Balestine.

The maturing of the revolutionary crisis was hastencd
by the crowth of wnemployment, the worscning of the position
of the Arabian as wcll as the Jewish workers, the crop failure

—oE4 0928, ferment in the Arab countries, the dissolution of parliu-

ment in Syria, a Government crisis in Iraq, ferment in Trans-
Jordanla owing of thc oppressive treaty with QGreat Britain,
ferment and rcbellion in the territories of Ibn Saud, which is
utilised by British imperialism, labour demonstrations and
strikes in Palestine and Syria. the new Anglo-Egyptian Treaty,
the nced for British imperialism to strengthen its positions
at the Northern approaches to the Suez Canal, the pending
drive of ideologically bankrupt Zionism which has discarded
its socialist mask and acts openly as an ageut of capitalism
(the <ecisions of the Zionist Congress in Zurich of July).

The Nature of the Movement.

The characteristic featurcs of the movement are «s
follows: .

1. The revolt in Palestine coincides with -the: revolutio-
nary ferment in the most important industrial centres ol
India, the crisis of the Chinese counter-revolution, and a
rising tide in the revolutionary labour movement in the West.
and marks the beginning of an upsurge of-a revolutionary
liberation wave in the Arabian countries,

2. The all-national and all-Arabian character of the
movement. It swept very quickly through the other Arabian
countries (fcrment in Trans-Jordania, Syria, demonstrations
in Damascus, unrest in Nedje, intensificd national movermcnt
in Iraq, sympathy in Egypt, Moslem movcment in Iudia).

3. The rapid ratc of transformation of the -movement. If
during the first days the clergy and the feudals united in
Medijilis Islam, succeeded in leading it along the channcis of
an Arabian-Jewish conflict, the masses later turned spoi-
tancously against the Mosque, acainst Mcdiilis-Islam and the
represcntatives of the Arab Exccutive Comittee, condernining
their treachery and surrender before imperialism. The Anulo-
Zionist provecation cngincered with the aid of the Ar.biar
landlords and the clergy at the Wailimg Wull, the national
clash between the Jewish and the Arabian ruling classes,
turned into an attack on the British police and the forces, int
an attack on the British barracks, into a batile betwecen the
peasants and the British troops. In Nablus the Arahian nationd
flag was raised. From a Zionist-Arabian couflict the move
ment rapidly became a pcasant national movement in whicl
the wuationalist-urban  petty bourgeoisie tock part. The
fellahs and particularly the bedenins were the most activi
participants in the insurgent movement. C

4. The working class partly remained inactive, bt at any
rate it did not act as an independent force and naturally did
not try to take the lead in the movement. Some of the Jewisl
and Arabian workers fell under the influence “of *“their
hourgeoisiec and participated in the ‘national-religious conflic
nnder the teadership and hegemony of “their” boargenisic
Yet there were some caseés oi heroic manifestations o1 pro
letarian class solidarity on the part of Arabian as wcll &
Jewish workers. Thus the insurgzent movement, althotiul i
was called forth by an Anzlo-Zionist provocation which th
Arabian rcactionaries (the landlords and the clergy) tricd U
answer by a pogrom, although in its initial stages it wa
under reactionary leadership, was a mnational liberation au
anti-imperialist movement of all Arabians, and by ils socia
composition — — chieily a peasant movement, .

5. The movement took place when MacDonald's “Labour’
Government is in oifice. The “Labour” Government with th
full snport of the lmdependent Labour Party openly playvc
the role oi hanginen of the colonial revolution. , ..

6. The movement displayed increased antagonism betwee
British and French. imperialism in their struggle for iuflueuc
in the Near East. )

The Nature and the Driving Forces of the Revolution in
. Arabistan, e

The general position of the Comintern with regard L
the nature of and the driving forces in the revolution i
Palestine and in Arabistan in general was tested in the e
pericice of the revolutionary mass movement itself, Th
socio-cconomic aims of the revolution are the overthrow ¢
imperialism, the national umification of all Arabian coititric:
the agrarian revolution, and the solution of the nation.
problem. These aims define the nature of the revolution
a bourgeois-democratic  revolution in the Leninist scns
of that term. The principal driving forces in the revolutio
are the working class and the peasantry. The bourgco

. democratic tevolution can be led to its final conclusion vul
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the big peasants and the agrarian capitalists. The illusions
which the Rumanian peasantry cherished in regard to the
promises of the National Zaranist Party, the organiser of the
Bucharest Congress, are being gradually dispelled. The
government activity of the National Zaranists has already
cavsed the Rumanian peasantry to realise that the National
Zaranist Party only represents the interests of the capitalist
big peasants and does not shrink from stifling the demands
of the toiling peasantry with the most brutal means of white
terror (bloody suppression of the numerous peasants revolts;
suppression and persecution of the revolutionary peasant
organisations in Dobruja, Bukovina and Bessarabia). The
innumerable peasants’ revolts of the last few years show how
i far this radicalisation process has already advanced. The
1 preparations for the municipal elections in" February have
rendered this situation still more acute. The reactionary leaders
both of the national zaranist and of the independent peasant
prties demand in provocative appeals that the issue of the
elections be settled by force of arms.

The Constanta Conference proved that the toiling
Rumanian peasants are- willing to take up the struggle aygainst
agrarian reaction and fascism. Against the slogans of agrarian
reform issued by the Bucharest Congress of the agrarian
capitalists and national zaranists, the Conference set up the
logans of the European Peasant Congress, of the common
fizhting alliance of all exploited peasants and workers. In
«1 appeal to the Rumanian peasantry, the Conference
emphasises the special importance of the Europcan Peasant
Congress for the Rumanian peasant movement.

Already some weeks before the Conference, committees
of poor and landless peasants were formed in numerous
vlages of Great Rumania for the preparation of the European
beasant Congress. The appeal points out the importance oi
lrese committees, in which is expressed the quest of the non-
perty revolutionary peasant masses for new fighting forins
«d cmphasises the necessity of supporting these committees.
‘Ihe appeal calls for the complete expropriation of the big
lz:ded estates without compensation, the cancellation oi debts
+«:d complete exemption from taxation of the small peasant
uvndertakings, and the common struggle of all toilers for a
workers’ and peasants’ government.

The delegates to the Conference stressed the necessity
Imt carrying on, precisely in the present situation and in the
crirse of the election struggles in the next few months, the
nreparations for the European Peasant Congress and to
:uiber the peasant masses who are dissatisfied with the
lirvanist Party, under the slogan of the emancipation struggle
oi ajl suppressed strata of the population.

A National Committee, consisting of 12 representatives
«f the peasant committees and peasant organisations, was
etrusted with the work for the European Peasant Congress
ad a delegation to this Congress elected consisting of
peasants  from  Transylvania, Bukovina, Bessarabia, Old
kamania, the Banate and Dobruja.

OBITUARY

% Ernst Meyer
i By Willielm Picck (Berlin).

{  On Sunday 2nd February, at five o'clock in the morniug,
§0 a4 sanatorium near Potsdam there occurrcd the death of
o Comrade Ernst Meyer, at the age oi 42, as a result of
aamation of the lungs following a scrious operation. A life
winch was full of hard fighting is at an end. Our comrade
®as acquainted from his youth with the hard lot of a prole-
nai.  Already as a student he joined the Social democratic
arty of QGermany in 1908 and carried on agitation work
mong the students. At the beginning of 1913 he became
olitical editor of the “Vorwiéris” and soon reccived several
onths imprisonment on account of lese Majeste. In the late

1

summer of 1915 he was dismissed without notice by the S. P.

ntral Committee on account of his Spartacus propuganda
against the war policy oi the Social Democratic Party oi
Germany.

During the war Ernst Meyer, uhder the lcadership of Leo
Jogiches, developed a very energetic activity within the
Spartacus group against the war policy of the Social Demo-
cratic Party. In particular he undertock the publication of
the Spartacus letters, which appeared at the beginning of
1916. His sickness, while it preserved him from being called
up for military service, did not save him from preventive
arrest, and towards the end of 1916 he was arrested along
with Franz Mehring, as a result of continued denunciations on
the part of the S. P. press, and kept in dctention for nearly
a year. There is not the lcast doubt that his ill-hcalth was in-
crcased still further thercby.

In September 1915 Ernst Mcyer was
group to the Zimmerwald conference in Switzerland. The
political weaknesses and faults of the Spartacus movement
within the opposition to the war policy of the Socialist Party
of Germany consisted in the (at first) insufficiently ruthless
fight axainst the continuous vacillations of the Centrists
zathercd round Haase, Ledebour, Hofimann, Dittmann, and
others, and in the evasion of an organisational break with the

sent by the Spartacus

Sociahst Party and the Independent Socialist Party of
Germany. This was to be observed also in the political
attitude to the war policy of the Socialist Party. But Ernsi

Meyver belonged to the circle in the Spartacus movemens
which was pushing forward. Lenin's slogan of ending the
imperialist war by civil war was advocated by him without
reservations and hesitation, in open contradiction to Ledebour
and Hoffmaun.  After the Zimmerwald Conference the
separation irom the centrists was initiated, and a few months
afterwards ruthlessly carried out.
participated in this action, for which reason he was sharply
attacked by the Centrists. Unfortunately the Spartacus
wroup did not join the Zimmerwald Lefts, forined at Zinmer-

. wald under the leadership of the Bolsheviki, and at the second

Conference, held at Easter 1917 in Kienthal, in which Meyer
also partcipated, there were certain differences between him

Ernst Meyer had actively

amd the Leits rexarding the question of scvering connections gra.

with the Burcan oi the [l International.

Ernst Meyer unreservedly supported the October Revo-
lution of the Bolsheviki and its measures in the carrying out
of the proletarian dictatorship.

The November Revolution brought the release of the
imprisoned Party feaders. Under the leadership of Rosa Luxem-
burg, Karl Liebknecht and Leo Jogisches, the ,Rote Fahuce™
was issued as the Central organ of the Spartacus League;
Ernst Meyer joined the editorial staff and the Central Com-
mittec of the Communist Party, which was iounded at the
end of December 1918. During the January fights Ernst
Meyer was arrested and only narrowly escaped the same
fate as Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht. Several wecks
later Ernst Meyer was placed under preventive arrest by
the social democratic government and detained until the
Autunm of 1919, :

Ernst Mever very often, especially in the last few years,
followed his own political path and repeatedly found himscli
at variance -with the decisions adopted by the Party and the
Commuuist International. He was a keen logician and ende-
avoured by thorough study to approach the scientific
problems of the revolution. This good quality, however, was
unfortunately not supplemented by close conuection with the
masses and a knowledge of their fighting  conditions  so
necessary for a revolutionary leader. It was owing to this
lack that there arose the differences at which Ernst Mever
arrived with the maiority of the Party. Ernst Meyer was
truly devoted to the Party and the revolutionary movement.
Sharply as he put forward his views deviating irom the
Party, just as sharply he respected the decisions adopted
by the Party. He oiten opposed the anti-Party actions and
anti-Communist views of the Brandler group, aud he also
recently scvered connection with the conciliators.  Never-
theless, by his views which deviated from the Party majority
Ernst Mcyer had manoeuvred himself into a passive role
which prevented lim from placing his great qualities at the
service oi the Party in the development of its Bolshevist line.
At the same time there should never he forgotten the wreat
services which lie rendered the Party and its work.
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In 192, the Party sent Ernst Mcyer to the Prussian Dict,
where he aas the leader of the fraction. From 1926 to 1928
he was a member of the Prussian Provincial Councit and
then again a miember of the Prussian Diet,

Severe illness — tuberculosis of the ribs, which became
continually worse — rendered Ernst Meyer less capable of
active work in the last few years. In spite of this serious
illness he worked at the task cutrusted to him by the
Party of sssuing the works of Karl Licbknecht and the
history of the C.P. of 'Germany.

Death has taken the pén from the hands of Ernst Meyer.
The life of a fighter has come to an end, :

PROLETARIAN WOMEN'S MOVEMENT
Women Work&s in Economic Struggles.

- (Resolution of Sixth Session of Central Council
of Red laternational of Labour Unions, adopted December, 1929).

L. Inits resolution on Activities Amony the Women Workers,
the Fourth RILU. Congress stressed especially the fact that
owing to rationalisation there was an unprecedented growth
‘in the number of women workers employed in industry. The
wormnen workers are now playing a far greater part in industrial
life and in the economic struggle than ever before.

2. ‘The masses of toiling women took active part in all the
cconomic strugyles of the last two years, their activity being
of a counter-oitensive nature. Beginuing with the active move-
inents of the women workers and the workers' wives in the
Ruhr and Hennigsdorf and ending with the revent Berlin plum-
bers’ strike, the women workers were in the first ranks of the
fighting German prolctariat.

The radicalisation of the broad strata of the women
workers was seen very clearly in France, too, during the eco-
somic struggles of the last 18 months, Scores oi thousands of

- women workers took active part in the textile workers’ strikes

— of the North, Rouen and Darnetale, in the miners' strike in the

Gard Department and in the metal workers” movement of the
Paris District, working in the Strike Commiittees and fightiig
the scabs. The women workers took a prominent part in the
Lodz General Strike and in nmany other strikes that broke out
in different parts of Poland. . .

In Czechoslovakia, the women workers and the workers’
‘wives gave a fine demonstration of their militaucy during the
miners’ strike in Kladuo as well as during numerous other
strikes, the women workers themselves  frequently initiating
and organising the struggle A remarkable examnple of militant
readiness to shovlder the strugerle was seen in the USA when
the women textile workers of Gastonia came out on strike and
put up such a heroic fight., And finally, a new development
has been the way the masses of women workers have been
narticipating in the economic struggles in the colonies: witness
the heroie fight of the Jaranese women workers against thein
slave conditions, the strugile of the women workers of China,
hundreds of thousands of whom took part in the revolutionary
struggles of Shanghai, Canton and Tientsin and the participi-
tion of the women workers of India in the class struggle (the
heroic fight of the Bombay women textile wurkers being a
ciase in point). -

In many of these disputes the women workers themsclves
took the initiative and jought off the police, and the gendarmnerie,
All these developments point to the growing radicalisation of
the toiling women in all parts of the world.

The growing world economic crisis (which will still further
worsen the position of the working class uand lead to a new
drive to reduce the living standards of the workers) resulting
moseverer capitalist rationalisation measures, will still further
worscn conditions for the women workers. There is no doubt
.t all that quantitatively, there will be a growth in the partici-
-pation of the women workers in the inpending economic and
political struggles. The revolutionary TU. movement should
carctully note this factor when determining their immediate
tasks and m preparing for the coming struggle.

\

The VI Scssion of the RILU Central Council places on
record that the revolutionary TU movement failed to appre.
ciate promptly and correctly the growing revolutionary wave
among the broad masses of the women. workers and toiling
women, and that all the affiliated RILU organisations have
failed to attract the women workers into the militant move-
ment of the working class. In order that the radicalisation
of the broad masses of women workcrs should not catch the
affiliated RILU organisations unawares, it is of paramount im-
vortance that an energetic political and organisational cam-
paign be undertaken without any further delay to unite the
women workers on the platform of the class struggle. The
pre-requisite for rallying all the women workers to take part
in the cconomic struggles is to draw up and popularize con-
crete specific demands for the women workers. Events hyve
shown that far from getting the women workers themselves
to take part in drawing up their. demands, our organisations
frequently forgot to put up any specific demands for the
women workers at all, .

In order that the women workers take up their proper place
in the economic struggle, to correspond with their position in
industry. we must radically overhaul all our methods of work
among the women workers and break once and for all with
the traditional reformist outlook of ignoring the women workers
and their interests. We must now strive to gain the confidence
of the women workers. Aud this can be achieved not by
making flowery specches at meetings, but by fichting svste-
matically, for the immediate interests of the women workers,
encouraging their initiative and activity and getting women

- workers, placed on the leading organs of the revolntionary

TU movement.
In view of the maturing cconomic strueeles. ull RILU ad-
hcreut_s must now set themselves the task of drawing all the
women workers into the active struggle for the eeneral
interests of the working class. To this end it is essential:

1. To get women delegates elected by all the women
workers to take part in drawing un the demands and in working
out methods and forins of strugyles.

2 To place women workers on all the preparatory and
leading organs of struggle.

3. To «¢et the women workers to take active
work of the Strike Committees and in
relief for the strikers.

4. In those centerprises

part in the
the organisation of

and industries where woinen WOr-
kers are in the maioritv, the Strike Conunittees should also
have a muaiority of women workers.

5. Both prior to and during the strike. special steps should
be takeu to organise the workers’ wives who shonld be urged
lo take active part in the struggle togetlier with the workers
themselves. E

The Central Council calls the attention of all RILU fRec-
tions to the fact that practicallv in all comntries our activities
among the women warkers are still insufficient and that such
a passive attitude to this extremelv important work is a direct
violation of the Fourth RILU Congress decisions,

It view of the fact that the active nariicination of ¢4 ¢
women workers in the cconomic and pnlitical striaceles iy
defermine the proeress and ontcome of the working class
strugele the Central Council of the Red International of Labhayy
Unionus instructs the Fxecutive Burean and the Waomen Wy
kers' International TU Commniittee to verify how the decisinn g
of the Fonrth RIT.U Congress were carried ont on this guesti my
and to what extent the aiiitiated RII1J oreanisations we e
able to draw the women workers into the ceconommic strucwrte,
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