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The Indian Railway Strike
By Chattopadhyaya.

The General Strike that broke out on the Great Indian

Peninsular Railway (G.I.P.R.) on February 4th is of more than

usual interest because in addition to the various economic

demands that have been put forward by the workers the

movement has assumed a definitely political character. The

G.I.P.R. Workers are among the best organised and most

class-concious in India and their struggle for better conditions

of life during the last few years has been accompanied by a

realisation of the fact that no improvement is possible without

the overthrow of imperialist exploitation.

Ever since 27, the G.I.P. Railwaymens' Union had been

making attempto obtain redress of their grievances, but the

Agent of the Irveys paid no attention whatsoever to the

workers' demands. In May 1928, the leaders of the Union

recommended that the weapon of the strike should be employed.

After having received a final definite refusal from the Railway

Agent, theManaging Committee of the Union inNovember 1928

formed a Committee of Action to organise a 100% member-

ship and to collect a fund sufficient to guarantee the victory

of the workers. The Union was under the leadership of

Comrades Thengdi, Bradley, Joglekar, Jhabwala and Kadam,
and the enormous enthusiasm that was aroused among the

railway workers during the course of their organisational

work, led the Government to order the arrest of these five

comrades, in March 1929, whereby the workers were deprived

of their ablest leaders. These comrades are still undergoing

their trial along with 26 other revolutionary workers at Meerut

on a charge of attempting to overthrow British imperialist

domination and to establish a Workers' Republic, or, in the

words of the Public Prosecutor, "a Coolie-Government".

It may be noted in passing that comrades Thengdi and

Joglekar had been elected by the Trade Union Congress as

delegates to the Second World Congress of the League Against

Imperialism held in July 1929 at Frankfurt a. Main, so that

after their arrest it became necessary for the Trade Union

Congress to appoint new delegates. One of those who were

nominated was comrade V. B. Purandare, General Secretary

of the G.I.P. Railwaymen's Union, who had been 13 years in

the railway service. The President of the Union, D. B. Kul-

karni, who is also the Vice-Presidentof the All-India Trade

Union Congress, was elected by the Frankfurt Congress to the

General Council of the League Against Imperialism.

It was under their leadership that the G.I.P. Union at its

Conference in July last formulated some 16 demands, which

are the demands of the strikers to-day. The most important

of these are

1) A demand for the minimum wage of Rs. 30 (45 sh.) per

month, whereas the vast majority of workers do not receive

more than half of the amount.

2) An 8 hours day for all, including the commercial staff

who work no less than 10 hours a day and many ofwhom have

to work as much as 16 hours a day.

3) One day's rest in the week and other holidays.
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4) Regular holiday periods.

International Press Corresponden
ce

5) The abolition of the daily wages system.

6) Free passes for all railway employees and Union

officials.

7) Supply of uniforms and waterproofs.

8) Abolition of racial discrimination.

9) Abolition of periodical medical examination (which is

often used as a pretext for dismissing large numbers of

workers).

10) No victimisation of Union workers.

In addition to these demands the strikers are calling upon

the authorities to re-instate comrades Kulkarni and Purandare

who had been dismissed at the end of last year by reason of

their political activities as members of the Workers' and

Peasants' Party and of their connection with the League

Against Imperialism.

The above demands were placed before the Agent for the

last time on December 22nd, 1929 and it was decided to declare

a one day strike on February 4th 1930 to enforce the demands,

and to declare a general strike if they were not granted.

These demands having been categorically rejected by the

railway, authorities, first 20,000, then 75,000 and then 125,000

railwaymen went out on strike. The workers organised pickets

before the workshops and railway-stations which were guarded

by strong military and police forces. In spite of the terror of

the police, the strike was very successful. At all the important

stations such as Manmad, Poona, Nasik, Nandgaon and Kurla

the stations are without light, the important workshops at Ma-

tunga, Parel and Wadibunder are completely closed and the

whole tram service has been partly delayed and partly stopped.

The Government is tunning the trains with the help of strike-

breakers who are protected by strong military forces. It is

significant that the strike-breakers are confined mostly to the

literate section of the staff, whereas the porters, sweepers,

gatekeepers, cabinmen and the rank and file generally are

absolutely firm and united.

Another important feature of the strike is that it is not

confined to the Indian workers only. All the Chinese workers

who are concentrated at Matunga have joined the strike in a

body and have declared their determination to stand by their

Indian comrades, while on the other hand Anglo-Indians

(Eurasians) and Parsis who receive favoured treatment at the

hands of the Imperialist Government have been helping the

Government as scabs and blacklegs.

The G.I.P. Railwaymen's Union is receiving the moral

support of other railway unions such as the Southern Mahratta

Railway, the South Indian Railway and the Bengal-Baroda

and Central Indian Railway. The All-India Railwaymen's

Federation, of which the G.I.P.Union is an important member,

played a decisive role at the All-India Trade Union Congress

at Nagpur on December 1st, 1929, and along with the textile-

workers were responsible for the strongly anti-imperialist line

adopted at the Congress, which resolved to boycott the im-

perialist Whitley Commission, to fight against the reformism

ofAmsterdam andGeneva, to affiliate to the Pan-Pacific Trade

Union Secretariat and the League Against Imperialism.

It is obvious that the MacDonald Government will use all

its power to break the revolutionary movement of the workers

who are leading the whole struggle for national independence.

Nor are the leaders of the Indian National Congress,

including the President, Jawaharlal Nehru (who is also a

member of the Executive Committee of the All-India Trade

Union Congress) giving any help to the strikers; they are

advocating the reference of the "dispute" to an arbitration

board. But the workers will not be fooled. Only a few days

before the strike began, they gave the proper character to the

"Independence Day" on January 26th by hoisting the Red Flag

all over the country. It is in this anti-imperialist atmosphere

that the struggle is being conducted by the railway workers

who receive the support of the entire Indian working class and

to whom every help should be extended by the international

proletariat,

The All-India T. U. C. Begins to Work.

By A. G. E.

Agood indication of the strength of the militant „Red Flag"

elements in the Trade Union movement of India was given in

the removal of the open supporters of capitalism, of those who

sabotaged the struggle of the workers, Joshi, Chamanlal

Bakhale, at the last Congress of the Indian T. U. C.

To the degree that the Executive Comittee carries out a

militant policy, to that degree will they retain the sympathy

and active support of the Indian workers. At the meeting of

the Executive Committee, on January 19th and 20th, resolutions

were passed which if carried into operation represent a policy

of struggle based on the fight of the working class.

The Secretary of the Hamshedpur Labour Association.

tried to get carried a resolution rescinding the resolutions

passed at the Congress, affiliating to the League Against Im-

perialism and demanding the boycott of the Whitley Commis-

sion. This was ruled out oforder by the Chairman, who stated

that the Executive Committee had no authority to rescind reso-

lutions passed at the Congress.
The Executive Committee gave their whole hearted support

to the Great Indian Peninsular (G. I. P.) railway strike and

called upon all workers in other railways to help in every pos-

sible way in making the strike a success.

A very important decision was taken with regard to the

Meerut prisoners. (The National Meerut Prisoners Defence

Committee, which was formed by some politicians and lawyers,

including the „left" Jawaharlal Nehru, has now dissolved, frigh

tened away by the fear of being dubbed Communist). A reso

lution was passed, stating that the Executive Committee "is

of the opinion that the committal order of the specia, Magistrate

of Meerut makes it clear that the 31 accused in the conspiracy

case are being prosecuted for holding certain views. and for

their active part in the Trade Union movement, and further

that the prosecution is a direct attack upon the workers' move-

ment. It demands that the case be immediately withdrawn....

It further declares that the defence of the accused is one of the

most important tasks of the working class movement in its fight

against imperialist oppression, and resolves to form a Central

Defence Committee to organise and coordinate the activities of

local committees to be started under the auspices of the T.U.C.

It calls upon each union to undertake to contribute a definite

sum per month to the Defence Fund."

I was also decided that "the 20th March be celebrated as

'Meerut Day' and demonstrations be beld all over the country.

to protest against the trial and collect funds for the defence."

Here, there is no expression of fear of any action which

might be taken against them by the Government, with the ex-

cuse that the case is 'sub judice', as is the case with the lawyers

and politicians.This resolution on Meerut was followed by a strong reso

lution calling for the strengthemi
ng of the Trade Union move-

ment and deploring the action of those gentlemen who have

been trying since the Nagpur Session to split the workers

ranks by trying to form a rival organisation", and appealing to

the rank and file of the workers and the unions "to stand by

the Trade Union Congress and support its militant programme,

on the basis of which alone the solidarity of the working class

can be maintained and a united front presented to common

enemies".The meeting of the Executive Committee endedbyoutlining

the following programm
e

of work:

1. Collection of fund for all India propaganda for carrying

out the resolutions of the T. U. C.

2. Consolidati
on of existing Trade Unions and the establish-

ment of new ones where none exist.

3. Organisatio
n
of transport workers throught India

4. Organisatio
n
of metal workers, and mine workers, including

oil and petrol works.

5. Organisation of workers in tea and other plantations.

If the Executiv
e
Committe

e

01

carr
ies out this prog

i
,ramm

e

the def
eInce ofthe

stru
ggle

, and ralli
es

the Indi
an

work
ers

for

Meer
ut

priso
ners

, then the India
n
worke

rs
thems

elves
will be

able to expo
se

the prete
nces

of Gand
hi

, and free thems
elves

from the domi
nati

on
of lawy

ers
and polit

ician
s
. The forma

tion

of a stron
gCommu

nist
Party of India is on the order of the day
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1 International Fighting Day Against Unemployment

The Cause of the Unemployed is the Cause of

the whole Working Class.

By A. Lozovsky.

Unemployment is now occupying the chief attention of

millions of proletarians, for in the big capitalist countries there

is hardly a worker's family which is not affected by un

employment. Capitalist stabilisation, which was lauded to the

skies by the bourgeoisie and the social fascists, is now cracking

at every joint. The wave of unemployment is mounting steadily

higher and is confronting the international proletariat with a

number of exceedingly important and complicated problems.

The first question that must be answered is whether it is

possible at all to set up the slogan, "Fight against Unemploy-

ment". The fight against unemployment is organically con-

nected with the fight against capitalism. Whoever separates

the one from the other, whoever thinks that it is possible to

solve the problem of unemployment under capitalism, is a

reformist and not a revolutionary. All this is an elementary

truth. The slogan of fight issued by the C. I. and the R. L. L. U.

includes within it the slogan of fight against the system which

I creates unemployment,

Mass unemploymenet is one of the elements tending to

disturb capitalist relations. Every unemployed worker con

stitutes a centre of ferment; hundreds of thousands of unem-

ployed are a menace to the prevailing capitalist system. It
isthis that causes the bourgeois and social fascist parties to

pay special attention to the unemployed. The starving and ex-

hausted worker can for a time be deluded by the demagogy of

the fascists. He may for a time deviate from the class path,

but the objective situation, the situation which has caused

him to be eliminated from the process of production, impels

him to protest against the prevailing system. Great discontent

is accumulating among the masses suffering from unemploy-

ment. Wholesale unemployment is a reservoir of revolution .

ary energy. We must understand how to organise this force, to

divert this energy into proper channels, to translate the

demands of the unemployed into definite, correct economic and

political slogans. We must find suitable forms and methods of

organisation in order by this means to guide the whole energy

of the unemployed in the same direction,

What is the best way to organise the unemployed? Accord.

ing to occupation, round the factories, at the Labour Exchan-

ges, by the creation of elected committees or unemployed

councils, at the same time rousing the initiative of the masses

of unemployed. The unemployed represent a powerful revolu-

tionary force: but this force can be made use of only if we

create an appropriate organisation, if the unemployed are

firmly united, and if we succeed in getting the unemploved and

the workers in the factories and workshops to realise that

their interests are identical with the interests of the working

class asa whole.

Our fundamental task is to link up the movement of the

unemployed with the general class movement of the prole-

tariat. There must be no organisation which consists entirely

of unemployed. We must not regard the fight of the unemplo-

yed as a particular form of movement, for unemployment is

not a calling or occupation, as the worker who is out of a job

to-day may find work tomorrow, while on the other hand the

worker who at present has a job may find himself on the street

tomorrow. The isolation of the movement of the unemployed

can result in splitting the working class into two separate

groups. into those who have work and those who are out of

work; this however can involve disastrous consequences for

one or the other party. Therefore, the revolutionary trade

anions must devote chief attention to the task of creating an

organic contact between the employed and the unemployed

workers, drawing both categories into the fight and setting up

soint demands, which must be fought for not by the unemployed

alone, but by all organisations of the whole working class.

The cause of the unemployed is the cause of the whole wor

king class.

If we, however, know beforehand that unemployment

cannot be got rid of without the abolition of the capitalist

system, what object is there then in demanding state un-

employment insurance, in submitting demands to the munici

palities and parliaments? Is this not making a misuse of

partial demands? This question leads us to the question of

partial and general demands.

There is no doubt that in the present period the bour.

geoisie is by no means inclined or in a position to grant any

serious concessions in the sphere of social reform. This does

not mean, however, that nothing can be forced from the

bourgeoisie. It would be political puerility to say to an un-

employed worker: wait with your demands and starve until

capitalism has been abolished. We must rather say to the

unemployed: "organise, wrest from the clutches of the bour-

geoisie everything you can by joint demonstrations of employed

workers and the unemployed, by fights on the barricades, by

mass actions, including the armed revolt; fight for your de

mands and proceed from partial demands to the general de-

mands of the working class; keep in mind the fact that only

by destroying the capitalist system is it possible to put an end

to unemployment". In this way we can mobilise and unite the

unemployed and the workers in the factories: in this way it

willbe possible to concentrate the whole energy of the wor-

king class and to link up the present demands of the empty

stomachs with the problem of overthrowing capitalism and

setting up the dictatorship of the proletariat. Therefore, we

must most emphatically reject the formula "Either partial de.

mands or general demands". We set up partial demands (state

provision for the unemployed, seven-hour day etc.) and ink up

these demands with the fight against the whole capitalist

system. Neither the slogan "Only partial demands", nor the

slogan "Only general demands", but linking up of the partial

with the general demands that is the sense and meaning of

the internantional day of fight against unemployment. This day

is in essence a day of fight against the whole capitalist system.

*

With the growth of unemployment we witness a recurrence

of social-reformist schemes and projects. There are no states-

men, from the most rabid reactionaries to the social fascists,

who do not recommend their own prescriptions for solving the

unemployment problem. Particularly rich in such plans is Eng-

land, where Mr. J. H. Thomas is busy inventing ever fresh

palliative measures. What does Mr. Thomas suggest to the

unemploved? That they shall give up demanding a reduction

of the working day, and go and try their luck in the colonies.

Whatdo the German and the Polish social fascists recommend?

They shed crocodile's tears over the hard fate of the un-

employed, but at the same time do not consider it possible to

put forward with all seriousness the demand for adequate

support for the unemployed, but devote themselves chiefly to

trying to persuade them not to give ear to the advice of the

wicked communists.

Against the demagogy of the social fascists we must set up

plain concrete demands. We must reply to their attempts to

bind the unemployed hand and foot and disarm them both ideo-

logically and politically in the interests of national capital, by

putting forward our own non-compromising line, which is

directed towards organising all sections of the workers against

capital and social fascism. A specially important role in regard

to making plain the true character of social fascism is played

by the bloody suppression of unemployed demonstrations Dy

the social fascist parties. He there is shown most strikingly

how far the social democratic parties have travelled on the

road to fascisation, Our most urgent task in the fight against

unemployment is to increase the fight against social fascism,
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The mass unemployment confre its us with the question,

whether under the present conditions it is possible for the wor-

kers to fight, and whether it is not necessary to postpone the

demands of the workers. their collective actions, such as

strikes, until such time when unemployment is at an end. :

Strikes can arise directly in connection with unemploy-

ment: for example, on account of mass, dismissals from the

factory. Shall the workers quietly submit when a fourth or a

third of their workmates are thrown on to the street? Sha'l

the month of January, in a suburb of Athens, 12 carpet

weaving factories were closed down, with the result that

3000 working men and women were thrown onto the streets.

According to our estimate, the number of unemployed figures

at 100000, i. e, a third of the Greek proletariat. Only a third

of these unemployed receive any unemployment benefit.

The peasants are not in a position to pay their taxes and

debts. According to a reclaration of the Minister for the Interior.

they not put forward the demand that not a singie werker be in one district of Greece, 280,000 warrants for arrest have been

discharged? Shall they not stand for a shortening of the

working day with the continued employment of the whole of

the staff rather than the dismissial of a considerable portion

of the working men and women? A depressed business sauа-

tion naturaly renders an economic struggle more diffi, ult, but

it does not make it impossible In connection with the growth

of unemployment, polirical actions of the workers (demonstra-

tions, armed collisions with the police etc.) will become more

frequent even than economic conflicts. The economic struggles

are not done away with because of unemployment: strikes can

and must be organised. The slightest attempt to renounce the

strike weapon, pleading the bad business situation as an ex-

cuse, must be ruthlessly opposed.

*

The mass unemployment has everywhere dealt a severe

blow to the legend of capitalist prosperity. Herein lies the great

political significance of the present wholesale unemployment.

If the most powerful country of present day capitalisin, the

United States, is now experiencing a most severe crisis, what

is to be said of the other countries? The events taking place

at present in all countries (Germany, France, Poland the Bal-

kans and Latin-America) show how rapidly unemployment is

revolutionising and rousing the masses.

The upsurge of the Labour movement is calling forth the

fierce resistance of the bourgeoisie and the social fascists. In-

spired by the desire to divert the attention of the broad inasses

from the difficult and hard situation at home. the bourgeoisie

and their social fascist lackeys have increased their incitement

and agitation against the Soviet Union. They are increasing

this incitement also because the crisis and unemployment in the

whole of the capitalist world occurs at a time of powerfni

economic advance and growth of the Soviet Union: This con-

trast is so striking, this fact has such a revolutionising effect

uren the masses. that the bourgeoisie and their social fascist

lackeys are doing their utmost to weaken the impression

created by this contrast which is so unfavourable for them.

The II and the Amsterdam Internationals are now occu-

pying a special place among the war-inciters. They are now

mobilising the masses against the Soviet Union. Herein lies the

meaning and purpose of the white-guardist speeches delivered

by Kerensky before the socialist fraction in the French Parlia-

ment and in the presidium of the French reformist C. G. T.

Hence it is necessary to increase the vigilance of the wor-

kers, to link up the problem of the fight against unemployment

with all the questions of domestic and foreign politics of every

single country, and to lead the masses to the fight on the basis

of the programme of the C. I. and the R. I. L. U.

The Approaching Revolutionary Crisis

inGreece.

By Prynos.

We are confronted in Greece by a severe economic and

political crisis such as was hitherto unknown in this country:

This acute crisis is caused before all by the agrarian crisis,

which again is the result of the international agrarian crisis.

Greece produces mainly such agrarian products as tobacco.

sultanas, rice, oil which for the most part are exported, and.

in return imports half of the grain consumed in the country.

During the year 1929 the prices of the above mentioned pro-

ducts fell 40 to 50 per cent. compared with 1928.

Industry is suffering from an over-production crisis, due to

the diminished mass consumption and the disproportion

between productive capacity and the market. The bankruptcies

in the year:1929 were twice as high as in 1928. All shares of

industrial joint stock comranies declined on an average by

30 per cent. A number of factories were closed down. In

:

issued against poor peasants, for not paying taxes, whilst the

total number of peasant families in Greece does not exceed

800,000. As the poor peasants, in srite of brutal measures on

the part of the gendarmerie, are unable to pay their debts,

the gendarmerie levy distress on the clothing and furniture of

the peasants and sell them by auction.

In spite of all these oppressive measures, the Minister for

Finance had to report that 70 to 95 per cent. of the direct

taxes have not yet been paid in, although the financial year is

coming to an end. The budget, which appeared to be balanced

during the last three years, is becoming shaky.

The upsurge of the revolutionary movement is spreading.

the counter-attack of the working class is assuming a more

aggressive political character. There is fermentation not only

amongst the proletariat, but also among the petty-bourgeois

strata. The partial strikes, the partial mutinies in the army

and the armed demonstrations of 1929 are the precursors of

new, bigger and more general fights. The idea of the political

mass strike and of armed demonstrations of the peasants is

gaining ground.

The terrified bourgeoisie is preparing its fascist reserves,

as Venizelos is losing more and more influence. The fascist

block of the agrarians and of General Kondylls wishes to "save

the country from social anarchy" . All the fascist elements are

beginning to speak of a new war of expansion of Greece which

is "suffocating". This war can only be a war against the

Soviet Union.

It was in this situation that the Plenum of the C.C. of the

C. P. of Greece was recently held. The Plenum recorded the

approaching revolutionary crisis in Greece and the possibility

of a rapid transition to a revolutionary situation. The most

important tasks of the C.P. of Greece were laid down: prepa-

ration of the political mass strike and the mobilisation of the

toiling peasants by means of armed demonstrations and under

the slogan of refusal to pay taxes, the mobilisation of workers,

of the suppressed nationalities and of the soldiers.

The Plenum exposed by means of a sharp self-criticism

the weaknesses and shortcomings of the Party, and emphasised

the great disproportion between the exceedingly favourable

objective conditions and the lagging behind of the subjective

factor. In many cases, and particularly with regard to the

peasant movement, the C.P. of Greece was at the tail of the

movement. The organisational position of the Party and of the

revolutionary trade unions has become worse. The circulation

of the press has declined.

The Plenum concentrated its attention on this situation of

the Party, improvement of which is a necessary precondition

to the fulfilment by the Party of its mission in the approaching

great struggles.

The C.P.G. is conscious of its responsibility towards the

International proletariat, and the III. Plenum emphasised the

necessity of developing its international feeling, of defending

the approaching revolution in Yugoslavia and of promoting the

work of the Balkan Federation.

Change of Address!

The address of the "Inprecorr"

is now:

BERLIN C 25

Bartelstraße 1-5 III, Germany.
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Unemployment in Fascist Italy.

By A. S.

The fascist figures regarding
unemployment are very in-

complete and, as the official statistical organs themselves ad-

mit, far from being exact". Enormous masses of unemployed

(agricultural workers, seasonal, workers, domestic employees

etc.) are not included at all in the State statistics. One can

assume that the actual number of the unemployed is at least

twice as high as that given in the official records.

The following official figures denote the position regarding

unemployment on the 31st of December of each year in

question:

1922

1923

1924

1925

1926
......

1927

1928

1929

381,968

258,580

150,449

122,200

181,493

414,283

363,551

408,748

The fascist methods of "combating unemployment" are,

so to speak, an illustration of the fascist labour policy in

general. The law passed on the 30th December, 1923, and the

decree issued on 2nd December, 1924, did away with the La-

bour Exchanges which had existed hitherto. At the same time,

the annual state subsidy of 40 million Lira to the fund for

relief of the unemployed was abolished. The millions of land

workers were completely excluded from the unemployment

insurance. Various labour
organisations which had renderd

support to the unemployed, did

grants from the
unemployment insurance organs. The latter

not receive any further

were completely bureaucratised.

The unemployment insurance extends only to a portion

of the workers and employees from the age of 15 to 65. The

following categories of workers are excluded from the un-

employment insurance: landworkers (numbering at least 4 mil-

lions), commercial employees receiving a salary of over 800

lira, State and municipal employees, seasonal workers, filın

and other actors, domestic employees etc.

The amount of the
contributions and the amount of benefit

payable is to be seen from the following table :

Daily Wage

Up to 4 Lira

4 to 8 Lira

Over 8 Lira

Contribution

0.70 Lira

1.40 Lira

2.10 Lira

Amount of benefit

per day

1.25 Lira

2.50 Lira

3.75 Lira

The length of period for which
unemployment benefit is

paid is 90 days, and in the highest case 120 days in the year.

It is extremely difficult to obtain
unemployment benefit.

Thus, for example, the benefit must be called for daily The

places at which benefit is paid out are situated exclusively

in the big centres, so that the unemployed, including old and

sick people up to 63 years of age and pregnant women, have

daily to trudge in all weathers as far as 10 to 15 kilometres

in order to fetch the miserable
unemployment pittance, which

is paid out of the funds to which they have contributed for

months and even years.

In case of sickness the unemployed loses the right to bene-

fit during the whole period of sickness. The monstrous charac-

ter of this measure is only fully realised when it is remem-

bered that in Italy there exists no national health insurance
law.

It is not surprising that the great majority of unemployed

have no other recourse than to apply to the public welfare

institutions. The municipal and private charitable societies

ake collections for "cheap public kitchens". Fascist "city

fathers", catholic parsons, ladies, who devote themselves to the

care of the poor and fascist organisations deliver tickets entit

ling the recipient to a basin of watery soup and a crust of
bread. It is only rarely, in the days of greatest unemploy-

ment, that Mussolini makes a gesture and grants a trifling

sum for distribution among such of the unemployed as have
large families.

Also the retief work provided for does not in any way
alleviate the lot of the

unemployed. Rather it enables the

:
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hardest work (draining of fever-ridden swamps, irrigation

works, etc. ) to be performed at the cheapest rates by taking
advantage of the helpless position of the unemployed worker.

-

Fascism is in a continual state of fear of the proletariat

of the big towns. A particular source of anxiety to the fascists

is the migration of the peasant population from the villages to

the big centres
a circumstance which is not only fraught

with political
consequences but also results in the big land-

wners, as well as the enterprises and organisations for

draining swamps, irrigation works etc...losing their supply

of cheap labour power. Draconic

usually only employed against citizens of a hostile State, are
measures such as are

used against the unemployed who have flocked to the towns.
Persons who have migrated from the provinces or the village

to the big towns are placed under police supervision. If they

do not find any work or lodging, or even if they obtain work

and lose it later, they are sent back to their place of origin.

Immigrant workers may not be employed without the per-

mission of the police. The employers are compelled to report

the dismissal of such a worker to the authorities in order

that he may be expelled from the town. The State, public,

co-operative and welfare organisations may not let a house

or dwelling to workers or employees unless they have been

domiciled in the town for at least three years.

At the same time measures have been adopted in order

to prevent the inhabitants of villages and localities in the

provinces from leaving their place of residence. Even when

anyone wishes to go abroad the greatest obstacles are placed

in the way; the members of the intending emigrants family

must remain in Italy as hostages. The difficulties which the

authorities have placed in the way of intending emigrants

bave resulted in an alarming increase in secret emigration.

According to fascist calculations, between march 1926 and

31st December 1928 about 80000 persons crossed the

Italo-French frontier.

The regime of terror and spying prevents the unemployed

from creating
organisations of their

proclaiming their demands
Owl and openly

increasing cases of demonstrations of starving masses who

Nevertheless, there are ever

have been driven to
desperation.

In the rural districts and in the provinces, where the

fascist police and spy apparatus has not been brought to such

a state of perfection, it frequently comes to spontaneous

demonstrations of landworkers and small pasants demanding

bread and work. Sometimes these
demonstrations end in a

raid on the municipal offices, attacks on the representatives

of the authorities and of the Fascist Party. Thus, a little while

ago in Milan, and previously in various other towns,.

unemployed demonstrated with their pockets turned inside

out and ironically called out: "Long live Mussolini !" Of late

the
demonstrations of the unemployed have been assuming a

fiercer and more stormv character, particularly on the occasion

of mass dismissals. According to press reports, the staff of

the "Miani and Silvestri" metal factory in Milan replied to

the wholesale dismissals by wrecking the offices of the manager

and "insulting " Mussolini's picture Disturbances have broken

out in numerous other factories for the same reason.

workers in the Fiat works, when it was announced that

the works would be closed down for a time, beat up several

members of the managercial staff.

The

The Communist Party of Italy and the illegal Trade Union

Federation are adopting measures in order to organise and

lead the spontaneous movement of the masses of unemployed.

The following demands are being set up as slogans of the

unemployed in the towns: payment of benefit amounting to

10 Lira during the whole period of
unemployment; fight against

ejectments; exemption of the unemployed from payment of

rent etc.
In the villages. the slogans for the starving mass

of peasants are: against the charity of public soup kitchens;

State support for the unemployed landworkers to the amount

of at least 5 Lira a day; against the taxation of the poor

peasants: for the taxation of the big landowners for the

purpose of raising funds to support the unemploved. Peasants

to be given the right to cut wood in the forests of the big
landowners.

All these slogans are linked up with the summons to fight

against the podesta (fascist prefects); against the big landed

proprietors and the capitalista against the fascist Labour

Exchanges and trade unions, and against the fascist regime.

::
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Mass Unemployment in Canada

By Tim Buck (Toronto).

The economic crisis that has engulfed the United States,

is paralleled by the equally severe crisis shaking the economics

of Canada. Following the Wall Street crash (which was sharply

reflected on all Canadian exchanges), production which had

been steadily slowing down since August, declined rapidly,

losing ten percent during November, while the rate of decline

during December was the highest for the past ten years,

With the combination of the general crisis and the agrarian

crisis that has hit Canada, Railway Carloadings declined during

the month of November (the month of the "grain rush"). by

about 25%. from 83,044 cars for the week ending November

16th 1928, down to 62,825 for the corresponding week of 1929.

Steel production declined from the highest point of post war

production to 60% of capacity for November, with further

drastic declines continuing steadily until the present time. The

Automobile industry has been virtually shut down for several

months, and all industries with the exception of the Newsprint

paper industry report heavy falling off in production,

Mass unemployment has developed as a result. As early

as the later part of November, the unemployment problem

was already so acute as to constitute one of the chief issues

of the Municipal elections which are mostly held at the end

of the year, while in the larger cities of Western Canada, un-

employment had already assumed mass proportions, and the

unemployed workers were organised under the leadership of

the Communist Party of Canada into definite organisations.

During December the unemployed workers of the larger cities

inthe East were also organised, including Montreal where forty

thousand workers of the population of 750,000, are reported to

be unemployed.
The worst of the crisis has not yet been felt, neither has

the peak of unemploymen
t
been reached. Canadian economy

is inextricably involved in the World crisis. She stands fifth

among the nations of the world in aggregate foreign trade,

while her forgeign trade percapita is approximately four times

as great as that of the United States. Her key exports are

Wheat, non-ferrous metals and metallic ores such as Blister

Copper, Nickle Matte, Aluminium ingots and bars etc. Wood

Pulp products, principally Newsprint paper and celloluse, and

Animals and animal products. With the single exception of

Wheat, her main market for all of these is the United States,

and all of them reflect immediately and sharply the industrial

Production of Newsprint paper

situation prevailing there.
may be maintained at a comparatively high level, because of

the rapid transplanting of the industry from the United States

to Canada, to seize advantage of the immense forest areas, and

abundant hydro-electrice power. But the closing of mines in

Montana and the sharp decline of production in all industries

using the metals produced by Canada is a decisive factor for

decline in these industries in Canada, and in the numerous

others dependent or partly dependent upon them.

The Agrarian crisis is of major importance. The wheat

crop of 1929 was only 272 million bushels as compared with

the crop of 545 million bushels in 1928, and this alone represents

a tremendous shrinkage of both the home market and exports.

(Grain exports from Canada for 1929 were 183 million dollars

below the 1928 figures.)
Its effect upon the poor farmers, is catastrophic. This is

particrlary so in Canada, where mechanisation of agriculture

has proceeded faster than in any other capitalist country, on

the basis of an almost fantastic increase in the indebtedness of

the poor and medium well-to-do farmers to the banks and

implement trusts .
And the agrarian crisis which is a part of the general

crisis, will also intensify. Canada entered the crop season of

1929, with a "carry-over" from the 1928 crop of 96 million

bushels of wheat. Due to the world wheat situation, Canadian

shippers have disposed of only seventy-five million bushels

of the 1929 crop to date, and the enormous carry-over of

200,000,000 bushels is being held in storage in the country on

the flimsy hope of being able to secure higher prices "in the

Spring".Nominally the wheat still belongs to the farmers (collect-

ively at least through their membership in the Wheatpool). In

fact of course it belongs to the Banks which advanced the loans

If by political

against it for the "interim payments".

manoeuvring (respresentativ
es

of the Wheatpool are now in

London negotiating with the British government) higher prices

are secured, then the farmers will have further small payments

to collect. But if- as is more probable--world wheat prices

remain stationary or decline, then the farmers will start the

crop season of 1930, with 200 million bushels of their 1929

wheat, for which they have already been paid, stacked

against them.The result for the farmers will be disastrous. Recrudes
-

ence of wholesale mortgage foreclosures, ejections , and

resistance on the part of desperate farmers to sheriffs sales,

is an immediate prospect in the wheat growing districts of

Western Canada.And inasmuch as the agrarian market is still the main

sector of the home market, this foreshadow
s further intensi-

fication of the general economic crisis. It shows how shallow

and hypocritical the current "explanation
s" are, such as for

example the following from the Financial Post:

"The anomaly, arises in that the Dominion Bureau of

statistics index number. remains at the highest point for

any December on record, and that at the same time, the

severest unemploy
ment problems of many years are having

to be faced by several big Canadian cities. The answer

lies in the fact that although Dec. did set an unusually high

record , it also set a record through an unusually heavy

slump from the November total, which would account for

the sudden pressure on the big cities to handle the sudden

surplus" . Financial Post Jan 23rd.

What the "Post" convenientl
y leaves unsaid, is that from

August 1st to November 1st, there was a steady decline

in production and employment, which was reflected in a

decline of the "index number" of the Bureau of statistics,

from 127.9 for August,to 119.1 for the first of November. This

decline represents a reduction in the total number of workers

employed, of more than ten percent, due to the fact that the

"index number" does not cover all workers. It can be seen

therefore that if we add the number of workers thrown out by

the slump during November, then "the unusually heavy slump

from November" which took place during December, disposes

of the "anomaly" . To talk of the "index number" remaining

at a high point is sheer humbug. It is an attempt to ignore the

tremendou
s expansion of Canadian industry during the past

six years, and the influx of European immigration, which has

been met this year by an equally large influx of workers from

the United States, who in endeavourin
gto escape unemploym

ent

there, have come to swell the ranks of the unemploye
d in

Canada.As everywhere, the worst enemies the workers must face,

is the trade union bureaucracy and the reformistes in general.

Locally and Nationally, these social traitors see in the present

situation and the increasing militancy of the workers, a threat

to themselves in their chosen role of "saviours" of capitalism.

As a result, they oppose or divert every move the workers

make.Whe
n the unemployme

nt
crisis forced several Western

Cities to demand a National Conference to consider the pro

blem of Unemployme
nt

. Heenan, the "Independen
t Laborite"

minister of Labour in the present Liberal government cate-

gorically rejected the demand on the ground that the "index

number" for employment was high, and a conference would

aggravate the situation.The local reformists took up his cry, and Moore, president

of the Trades and Labour Congress of Canada while inter-

viewing MacKenzie King the Prime Minister, as head of a

delegation during January, seized the opportunity of placing

the trade union officialdom as a whole on record as being

against doing anything for the unemployed workers, through

the following assurance to the governmen
t

:

"We have found in the past that unemploymen
t

of

depression generally has a cumulative effect if it is

emphasised. If we are to have a national conference on

the subject, it should be at some other time, when the

country is not face to face with serious unemployment".

Toronto Star Jan 22nd.
In reply to which King, the representat

ive of capitalism in

Canada, expressed on behalf of the bosses, the following keen

appreciati
on of the worth while assistance of the social traitors

who are so rapidly integrating themselves in the machinery

of the capitalist State:
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:

"We felt exactly as you do, that such a conference

would serve to focus attention on the present conditions

and would work harm in the long run." Toronto Star

Jan 22nd.

Meanwhile, the crisis deepens, and the lot of the workers

becomes worse. Recently 26 unemployed workers who had

sought shelter in a disused Railway car were sentenced to

two months jail sentences, because as the magistrate said, when

sentencing them, they had no where to go. For the first time

in years, thousands of Railway workers are discharged, while

the decline in industrial employment continues. Mass demons-

trations of unemployed workers are a regular occurrence, and

in one city, Vancouver clubbing has already been resorted to

bythe police, while the local leader of the unemployed workers,

comrade McEwan, has been arrested and held for deportation

to Scotland.

The Communist Party is organising the unemployed wor-

kers as a definite part of the militant working class movement,

in close association with the workers still employed. As the

crisis deepens and extends, the reformists will find that un-

employed whom they now so cynically disregard or despise,

will be in the front rank of the army that sweep them into

oblivion.

-

Unemployment and the 6th March

in Czechoslovakia.

Unemployment in Csechoslovakia is growing daily. The

iron industry in the Silesian district is now suffering severely.

Dismissals are the order of the day. This week the wire

factory in Oderburg has dismissed 150 workers, and the

foundry in Karlshuette 400 workers. In the A.E.G. and Hardt

factories similar dismissals have taken place. 50% of the

Hardt workers have been dismissed and the remainder are

working half-time. The Huckels factory in Neutitchein has

also dismissed a number of workers and the hat factory

Boehm is working half time. The stocking industry in the

Welpert district is in such a bad state that half the factories

have closed down altogether whilst the remainder are working

short time. In the textile factories in Bruenn there have also

been mass dismissals.

In consequence the unemployed workers movement is

growing in strength and activity. The unemployed workers

in Aussig have deposed the old inactive committee and elected

anew committee, they also elected two delegates to attend the

unemployed workers congress in Prague. Following their

meeting a demonstration was made through the streets. The

police did not interfere.

In M. Ostrau a joint meeting of employed and unemployed

workers took place last night followed by demonstrations on

the streets. Collisions occurred with the police who were

unable to break up the demonstrations. 9 workers were

arrested.

The co-operation between the employed and the

unemployed workers is steadily gaining in importance. Chodau

dear Karlsbad reports that the workers of a large china works

have elected a committee of action to join in the preparations

for international day against unemployment on the 6th March.

The Labour Movement in China before

the 6th of March.

By T. V.

The upsurge of the labour movement during the past year

shows that the Chinese working class has recovered from the

serious defeat which the counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie in-

flacted on it in the year 1927. The position of the workers,

who have lost all the achievements of the revolution of 1925/27,

has greatly worsened as a result of increased capitalist exploi-

tation and the white terror of the Kuomintang. The working

day is frequently over 12 hours. The hygienic conditions in

the factories are appalling. Insults, blows and fines on account

of the least oversight are daily occurrences. The average

wage is 12 to 15 Chinese dollars monthly, which means that

the worker and his family are actually starving. Capitalist

rationalisation is accompanied by wage cuts, increased ex-

ploitation and mass unemployment. The Chinese manufacturers,

in particular the textile manufacturers, employ mainly women

and children, because they work at far lower wages, are

less revolutionary and less organised than the men.

The year 1929 was a year of rapid upsurge and growth

of the Chinese labour movement. On the Ist of May, the Ist of

August and International Youth Day, hundreds of thousands

of workers marched in the streets of Shanghai, Canton, Hong-

kong, Tientsin etc. under red flags and anti-Kuomintang, Com-

munist slogans, and demonstrated their devotion to the world

revolution and their readiness to defend the fatherland of the

working class, the Soviet Union.

Whilst in 1928 Shanghai was the only centre of the labour

movement in China, in 1929 the strike wave extended to other

provinces, in particular to Tientsin, Peking, Tanshan, Shan-

tung and partly to Manchuria. In Tientsin the tramwaymen,

the printers and the textile workers and the seamen of the

English Shipping Company struck work (about 1000 workers

fought for over a month); in Tanshan the textile workers,

metal workers and railwaymen struck work; in Kaiping 20000
workers of the Kailan mines downed tools.

In Peking, where the labour movement is much more back-

ward, the telephone operators held a political demonstration

on 30th of May, the anniversary of the Shanghai events. In

November last 50,000 to 60,000 unarmed ricksha coolies, scaven-

gers, water carriers and other municipal workers defended

themselves for eight hours against the attacks of police and

regular troops, although the latter were armed with revolvers

and machine guns. This movement was exclusively directed

against the capitalists (tramway company), against the Kuo-

mintang regime, which is imposing fresh taxes on the ricksha

coolies and has considerably increased the rates payable by

the coolies for hiring a ricksha, and in addition made the

payment of high contribution fees to the yellow trade unions

compulsory. The movement was also directed against the

police brutalities.

50,000 workers of Tsingtow struck work for four months

in reply to the lockout of the Japanese texile and match factory

owners. The strike was throttled as a result of the treachery

of the Kuomintang, which received a big Judas reward from

the Japanese.

In Shanghai, 24 strikes took place in May, 28 in June,

whilst in July every day 20,000 workers struck work. On

the Ist of May 50,000 downed tools.

In Ussi and Hantchow the silk spinners went on strike.

In Teinde 100,000 workers in the pottery works struck work

as a protest against the repressive measures of the authorities

during the August demonstations: in Szechwan over 20,000

workers of the salt mines struck work demanding an increase

of wages and protesting against closing down of works.

Of great significance is the struggle of the railwaymen on

the Tientsin-Pukow, Tientsin-Mukden, Shantung, Shanghai-

Hankow and Shanghai-Nanking lines. The railwaymen deman-

ded a wage increase and reduction of working hours. In ad-

dition the railwaymen of the Peking-Hankow line demanded

the removal of Kuomintang instructors in the railway unions.

The seamen's movement is gradually getting rid of legalist

tendencies and of the reformist Kuomintang influence. It is

fighting under the leardership of the revolutionary trade unions.

The labour movement in the South, which suffered most

under the white terror, has not yet recovered to the same

extent.

The Bourgeoisie is using every means, rauging from shoo-

ting to reformist propaganda, in order to suppress the labour

movement. In September and October 1929, the Nanking

Government ratified the trade union law, which converts the

trade unions into strike-breakers' organisations.

The "Left" phrases of the reformist trade unions, howewer,

can no more mislead the working masses, who have learned

from their own experiences of the treacherous role of the trade

unions and are now seeking new paths and new organisational

methods of struggle.

The importance of the red revolutionary trade unions and

the influence of the Communist Party upon the working masses

have greatly increased during the last year. In Tsingtow the

striking ricksha coolies beat up the leaders of the reformist

trade unions who wished to persuade them to resume work.

In Kaiping the miners, protected by armed pickets, occupied the

building of the Kuomintang trade union, prevented the calling

of the police and elected a new Executive. The Chinese trade
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umon movement is passing through a severe crisis; in many

unions the leadership is passing into the hands of the revolu-

tionary: opposition.

In addition new red trade unions are arising which are

rapidly gaining the confidence of the workers and becoming

mass organisation. The red Trade Union Federation of Shanghai ,

comprises 24 legal trade unions with 50,000 workers. In Hong

kong the Red Council of workers' deputies includes represen-

tatives of 10 trade unions with 5000 workers. The red trade

unions have their own press, which describes the life and

struggles of the toiling masses. In the last few monts of 1929

factory councils were established in the big factories, which

serve as a lever for mobilising the broad masses for the fight.

On the 7th of November the 5th Trade Union Congress of

China took place, and sent telegrams of greeting to the workers

of the Soviet Union. to the workers of the whole world and to

the Far-Eastern Red Army. As the Congress was compete v

illegal, the attendance was not very numerous.
Nevertheless,

the great centres of the labour movement, such as Shanghai,

Hongkong, Tientsin, Tsingtow, Manchuria, Wuhan etc were
represented.

In addition Conferences of workers according to their

industry took place under the leadership of the Red trade

unions. Thus in Shanghai, in December last, there was heid

a conference of the textile workers, and a district conference

of the shop assistants, in Taushan a conference of the miners,

and inBaodin a
railwaymen's conference.

Everywhere workers '

demands were formulated, decisions were passed regarding

the organisation of strike pickets, founding of nuclei of the Red

Aid in the factories etc. Experience shows that such confe-

rences are the best method of establishing contact with the
unorganised working masses. By these means the Chinese

revolutionary working class is preparing for the 6th of March,

lining up in the international fighting front against unemploy-
ment.

Twenty Million
Unemployed.

By L. B. (Moscow) .

now large is the present world army of unemployed? It

is impossible to answer this question with complete exactitude.

Evenin those countries where the
bourgeoisie compile statistics

on the number of unemployed, its figures do not reflect the

real situation on the labour market. But even these official,

incomplete statistics speak a very impressive language.

In regard to the absolute amount of
unemployment the

USA. occupies first place at present.

the number of unemployed at 3 million. In reality it is much
Official sources give

higher, as even the President of the American Federation of

Labour, Mr. William Green, asserts, that 19 per cent. of the

members organised in the trade unions affiliated to the AFL.

are
unemployed.

The total nuraber of factory workers and employees in
the USA. amounts to about 30 million.

percentage of unemployed in general is not higher than thatAssuming that the

obtaining among that portion of the
proletariat which is organised

in the A.F. ofL , i. e , only 19 per cent, then we arrive at a total

figure of the unemployed in the whole country of 5,700,000.

But as is known. the A. F of L.. has only 35 million members..

chiefly recruited from the privileged strata of the working

class. If
unemployment among these privileged strata amounts

to 19 per cent, it is clear that the percentage of the unemployed

among the great masses outside of the A. F. of L. must be

much higher. Therefore, the most cautious estimate would

place the number of unemployed at certainly not less than six
million.

Second place is taken by Germany.

January the number of unemployed in receipt of benefitOn the 25th of

amounted to 2,5 million. To these several 100.000 must be

added who do not receive
unemployment benefit, as well as

the huge army of workers on short time. The total number

of German
proletarians who have no work at all or are on

short time thus amounts to 4 millions. Together with their

families they comprise 12 to 15 million people, i. e. more

than a fifth of the total
population.

An idea of the extent of
unemployment in Germany is

conveyed by the fact that on 30th of December, at a time

when the situation on the labour market was not so acute,

203 per cent. of the members of the free trade unions were

unemployed and 8,2 per cent were on short time.

No. 11.

already at the end of December 28,5 per cent of the trade

union members were more or less affected by
unemployment.

This
percentage is

undoubtedly now much higher.

officially registered unemploved amounts to 1.500.000, but not

all the unemployed are on the "live" register at the Labour

Germany is followed by England. The number of the

Exchanges.
Last year 100,000 workers were deprived of

benefit for "not genuinely seeking work". One can certainly

put the total number of unemployed in England at 2 million

at least.

pro'etarian population as a whole,
unemployment has almost

If we pass to the other countries, we see that the absolute

figures of
unemployment are smaller, but compared with the

reached catastrophic dimensions, before all in Poland and
Austria.

In Poland, at the middle of January, 240,000 unemployed

were registered at the Labour Exchanges. In addition, there

before all the unemployed agricultural workers: further, the

are tens of thousands of unemployed who are not registered,

percentage of
unemployed in the territories of the national

minorities is still higher than in Poland proper.

there is in Poland a huge army of workers on short time.In addition,

The total number of unemployed and short-time workers

amounts to 500,000, i. e. half of the Polish proletariat.

No less catastrophic is the situation in Austria. In this

small country, with a total population of 6,5 million, there

are 360,000 officially registered unemployed. But the total

number of unemployed and workers on short time certainly

exceeds 400.000; which means that about two fifths of the

Austrian working class has been "set free".

Everywhere in Europe, in Italy and Hungary, Norway and
Sweden. Rumania and Bulgaria, the number of unemployed is

growing rapidly and amounts to tens and hundreds of thousands.

There is only one exception- France. The lack of a natural

increase of the population is creating a favourable situation on

the labour market. The boom period of the last few years

was
accompanied by a strong influx of foreign workers into

France. As soon as the business situation
deteriorates these

foreign workers will be compelled to leave France. Hence

there is hardly likely to be great
unemployment in the near

future.

In the overseas countries, which are likewise in the grip

of a serious economic crisis, the number of
unemployed is

also very great.. No statistics on
unemployment are published

in these countries. From various reports in the Press, however,

conclusions can be drawn which permit of an
approximate

estimate of
unemployment.

In Canada, the number of unemploved amounts to 200,000,

in Mexico to 700 000, in Cuba to 300,000, in Colombia to

150,000 and in Argentinia, Chili, Peru and the other countries

of South and Central America hundreds of thousands of pro-

letarians are thrown onto the street. In Japan there are about

one million
unemployed. In China, Indonesia,

Australia and

South Africa hundreds of thousands of workers have lost their

jobs. owing to the crisis.

If we estimate the total number of
unemployed in the

capitalist countries at 20 million, we think it is rather an

understimation than an exaggeration of the actual state ot
affairs.

How the
Unemployed are Cared for

in the Soviet Union.

By Schwarz .

:

The number of the
unemployed in the Soviet Union is

declining from month to month. The rapidly growing economy

is absorbing all the more or less skilled labour forces.

the
unemployed who are registered at the Labour

Exchanges
Among

the unskilled workers or people without trade or
profession

who have not hitherto worked as wage earners,
predominate.

The Labour Exchanges are not in a position to meet the

demand for skilled workers on the part of the new
factories

which are being constructed on the whole territory of the

Soviet Union.

The tasks of the organs controlling the labour market,
consist before all in training the unemployed worker into

skilled worker and then immediately placing
industry.

bim ia

a

In the last economic vear 1928/29 ९२.३०१

unemploved

Thus
were trained in various institutions and different

courses; this
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year their number has risen to 280,000. In addition thousands:

of
unemployed are trained in the vocational

courses of the organs for People's Education.

etc.

schools and

So as to raise the
qualification of the

unemployed, there

have been formed under the direction of the Labour Exchan-

gestcollectives of unemployed, who are organising workshops

Such collectives obtain all-round assistance from the

Soviet state. Frequently empty workshops are placed at

their disposal; the collectives and their undertakings are

exempted from various taxes, they need not pay the cost of

the social insurance for the unemployed working in their
workshops although the latter enjoy all the rights to the
legally existing benefits (in case of temporary incapacity to

work, sickness etc.) i. e, they are in this respect placed on

the same footing as all the other wage workers.

Whilst in 1928/29 140 900 unemployed worked in such
collectives (125.000 in productive undertakings and 15,000 in

trating enterprises), at present 163,000 are engaged in these

collectives, of whom 150,000 work in productive
undertakings.

Another form of productive provision for the unemployed

connected with vocational training and increasing the skill of

theworker is the
accommodation of a definite part of the un-

employed in the
undertakings of the handicraft industries,

which are united in co-operatives. Experience has shown

that unemployed workers who have been provided with work

inthe handicraft industries, can be engaged by the big fac-

tories. Under an agreement with the Productive Co-operatives

55000 unemployed are this year being passed on to the handi-

crafts industry by the Labour Exchanges.

The unemployed who are provided with work in the
collectives and in the handicraft workshops not only receive

their wages, but also enjoy all the privileges granted to the
unemployed. Their names are retained on the unemployed

register at the Labour Exchange until such time as they
obtain

permanent work.

The increased training of the unemployed, and the fre-

quent shortage of even semi-skilled workers in the new

factories and in the building trade are gradually pushing relief
work

which was formerly very much used as a means of
alleviating

unemployment

the unemployed who are put on relief work are for the greater
into the

background. As a rule

part unskilled workers.

-

Material aid,
unemployment benefit, still remains the chief

means of alleviating the lot of the
unemployed. In addition

thev enjoy numerous privileges such as do not exist in the

capitalist countries. In the Soviet Union the social insurance

contributions, including the contributions for
unemployment

insurance, are not paid by the workers and employees. All

such outgoings are borne entirely by the undertaking, be it a
private or a state

undertaking.

It

The right to
unemployment benefit is enjoved by all un-

employed who have worked for a definite time as ware-

Workers. For members of trade unions the period of qualifi-

cation is two years, for
unorganised workers three vears.

shem be
remembered that in the Soviet Union 95 ner cent.

of thewage-workers are organised in trade unions. For young

workers up to the age of 18 years the
qualification period is

threemonths, and for young workers between 18 and 20 years
oare six months.

ected

These restrictive provisions are due to the non-industrial
character of

unemployment in the Soviet Union. The propor-

tion of purely
proletarian elements among the

unemployed is

verv small, and in many cases such elements are lacking alto-

gether. On the other hand, there are a great number of un-

emoloved who are season workers and are closely co
with the village. They work in the town during the busy

season, register at the Labour Exchange and then return to

their peasant farm. where as often as not there is plenty of

work to keep them occupied. Such "
unemploved" do not,

of course, require support in the same measure as the un-
emploved in the town.

Among those seeking an occupation for the first time
are a

considerable number of from inembers of the petty
bourgeoisie, and even of the big

bourgeoisie.

Frequently they are not suffering any material want. Many

of them work for a short time solely in order to come under

the category of workers, in order then to smuggle into the
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trade unions. Having attained their object, they give un their

work and register at the Labour Exchange, 1. e. they secure

for themselves all the rights and privileges accorded to the

workers in the Soviet Union, draw
unemployment benefit, and

in addition pursue their former occupation: speculation, exploi-

tation of other people's labour power.

of the unemployed registers at the Labour Exchanges. manyDuring the revision

cases were come across where former princes, Tsarist gover-

nors and police presidents, factory owners, wholesale traders

"unemployed" were of course immediately struck off the regis-

etc. were in possession of
unemployment insurance cards. Such

tre. It is. however, not always easy to get on the track

people, and the fixing of a definite period during which the
sh

applicant must have worked as a wage-carner before he is

qualified to receive
unemployment benefit, serves as a means

of combing out these intruding elements.

The actual
unemployment benefit consists of a definite

sum and an allowance in accordance with the size of the

family. The family allowance is granted in respect of all

children up to the age of 16, and all members of the family

who are incapable of work, including the mother of the un-

employed if she is over fifty years of age, and also the father

if he is over 55.

The period for which
unemployment benefit is granted

is in all cases eighteen mnoths; after the expiry of this term,

however, it can be renewed. The benefit pad during the

eighteen months does not include any benefit received during

temporary incapacity for work, allowances and wages paid

while attending courses

factory.
of technical

instruction in the

In addition to the benefit granted by the State the unem-

ployed member of a trade union receives a monthly allow-

ance from the funds of his union.

Apart from the monetary benefit, the unemployed in the

Soviet Union are accorded various other privileges, which

greatly improve their material situation. For example. they

pay next to no rent. According to the Soviet laws the rent

payable by an unemployed worker amounts at the very

highest to 5.5 kopeks (about three halfpence) per square

metre of dwelling space. The unemployed have the free use

of all the municipal services such as light, gas water, drainage

etc. Under no
circumstances can an unemploved worker be

evicted from his dwelling. The children of the unemploved

receive free instruction at all educational establishments, with-

Pout exception.

entitling them to free dinners, or dinners at greatly reduced

The Labour Exchanges distribute stamps to the
unemployed

charges, free tramway tickets etc. The unemployed worker

has exactly the same right as the emploved worker to every

kind of medical aid, treatment at sanatoria and residence at

health resorts and convalescent homes, as well as every kind

of insurance (maternity benefit, allowance for babies during

the nursing period).

In

It is especially worthy of remark that whilst the number of

unemployed is steadilydecreasing, the sums applied for com-

bating
unemployment are increasing from year to year.

1927 the organs of the State
unemployment insurance paid

ont 69,400 000 roubles, in 1928 113 600 000 and in 1929

139,100000 roubles. These sums do not include the amounts

expended by the local Soviets nor the sums granted out of the

funds of the trade unions for combating
unemployment.

In recent times the sums employed in training unkilled

workers and teaching skilled workers fresh trades have been

considerably increased. Thus, the

retraining of building workers in the current vear amounts
sum allotted for the

to 6, 800000 roubles. The training of the unemploved and

the
establishment of new cadres for the Soviet economy.

which is developing at a pace absolutely unknown in the

capitalist world. is to-day on of the most important problems

in the Soviet Union.

The best menus of combating
unemployment is .... the

abolition of unemployment. This means, which is perfectly

unimaginable under capitalist conditions, is realisable and

is being realised in the Soviet Union, where the victorious

proletariat is building up socialism on a broad front, where the

drawing into socialist production of the whole population

which is capable of work is on the order of the day and has

already in part been carried into effect.

::

F
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POLITICS

The Sugar Lobby Scandal and the USA.

Imperialist Bankers' Control of Cuba.

By Harry Gannes (New York).

After spending more than $ 500,000 in graft, the United

States imperialists who control 79 % of the sugar industry in

Cuba have won a victory against the rich beet-sugar growers

in the United States on the tariff question,

The beet-sugar, farmers, 90% of whom are organised in

the United States Beet Sugar Association, with an investment

of $ 250,000,000 in beet sugar properties, and with an output

of 1,100,000 tons a year, attempted to force a raise in the sugar

tariff rate from 1.76 to 2.50 cents per pound on Cuban sugar,

and from 2.20 to 3.00 cents on sugar coming from other foreign

countries to the United States.

Alarmed at the possibilities of success of the beet sugar

farmers, the imperialists who control $ 600,000,000 in sugar

properties in Cuba, organised a grafting lobby to force their

will through Congress. This special organisation of the sugar

barons reached from Machado, bloody puppet-president of

Cuba, to the chief imperialist executive in the United States,

Hoover himself.

At the head of this lobby were the National City Bank,

which controls the greatest share of the U.S.-Cuban invest-

ments: the Chase National Bank of New York: the Cuba Co. ,

with $ 175,000,00 invested in Cuban sugar interests; and a large

group of American manufacturers who use a great deal of the

Cuban sugar output.

Their first task was to pay $ 75,00 to the friend and perso.

nal attorney of President Hoover, Edwin Shattuck. Mr. Shat

tuck used his influence with Hoover to get special tariff rates,

favourable to the U. S.-Cuban sugar bandits. Facts brought

out by the Senate Lobby Investigating Committee showed that

Hoover helped his friend earn the graft by working very closely

with the sugar robbers. Thousands of dollars were paid, among

others, to General Enoch Crowder of the U. S. Army, and

former ambassador to Cuba, to enlist his support in behalf of

the imperialists in their tariff fight. General Crowder gave the

bankers the war secrets of the U. S. War Department in order

do help them in their manoeuvres against a higher tariff de.

manded by the rich beet sugar farmers in the United States.

When these facts were exposed in the capitalist press,

Hoover remained absolutely silent on his part in the grafting.

In its argument against a higher tariff on Cuban sugar, the

National City Bank of New York pointed out that while Cuba

nominally was independent, under the Platt Amendment it in

reality was a colony of the United States. They went even

further in their frantic and successful efforts to keep down a

rise in tariff. They pointed out that Cuba was an integral part

of the war strategy of U. S. imperialism in the next World

War. In its bulletin of June, 1929, the National City Bank said:

"The fact that the United States has an important

naval base on the southern coast of Cuba makes the island

practically a first line of defence in the event of our being

involved in war, and the Guantanamo base is one of the

most important defences of the Panama Canal."

The Guantanamo base, while on Cuban territory, is owned

by the United States and is not only used as a base for the

next World War, but as a point of mobilisation against upri-

sings of the masses in Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, and

other Central and South American countries.

When the Senate voted to keep the tariff rate on Cuban

sugar at 1.76, which was in accordance with the will of the

imperialist bankers, and even though the great mass of profits

that are wrung out of the impoverished Cuban sugar workers

reaches the pockets of the American bankers, the Cuban

embassy in Washington went wild with joy over the news.

The Cuban Ambassador to the United States, Ferrara, said

(N. Y. Times, Jan, 17, 1930) :

"Ibelieve that the vote of the Senate is the first step

toward more intimate commercial relations between the

United States and Cuba ... If, politically, the United States

and Cuba are two separate entities because that is the will

of the American and Cuban people, economically they are

united by the same interests."

The ambassador conviently overlooks a few important

facts. Cuba is chained to American imperialism by strong gold

bands on the one hand, and complete political and military

servility, on the other. No country in the world is so thorougly

controlled economically by an imperialist power as is Cuba.

Aglance at the U. S. investments in Cuba show the sway that

the Wall Street bankers hold in "bloody" Cuba :

Industry

Sugar Industry

Public Utilities .

Railways

Mines

Tobacco industry

Wall Street Investments

Hotel and amusement

Agricultural .

Factories .

Office buildings, real estate

Loans to Machado's govern.

ment

$ 600,000,000

115,000,000

120,000,000

50,000,000

20,000,000

15,000,000

25,000,000

15,000,000

50,000,000

100,000,000

Total $ 1,140,000,000*)

In retaliation against the victory of the U. S. bankers who

control Cuba, the rich beet sugar interests are now carrying

on agitation for the "independence" of the Philippines which

produces 9 per cent of the sugar imported in the United States.

This sugar comes in duty-free, because the Philippines are an

outright American colony. In this projected campaign, the rich

beet sugar interests have no more possibility of success than

they achieved in their attempt to raise the Cuban sugar tariii.

The new adherents to the "independance" cause of the Philip-

pines embarrass the petty-bourgeois Filipino politicians now in

the United States who are united with the worst enemies of

the Filipino people and do not want independence from Wall

Street. For instance, the leading Filipino bourgeois politician

Quezon wired to the head of the "Independence Commission",

Roxas that he should not antagonise Senator Bingham, chair-

man of the Insular Committee, who is the foremost enemy of

Filipino independence.

The victory of the U. S. sugar barons exposed the close

connections between the bankers, the President of the United

States, and the Senate. It exposed more clearly than ever be-

fore the fact that the American imperialists consider Cuba as

an inseparable part of the American Empire and a first line of

defence in the next World War.

Appeal of the Communist Party of Spain.

The Spanish Communist Party has issued an appeal to

the workers, peasants and students against the dictatorship

of General Berenguer.

The appeal declares that the fall of Primo de Rivera

was caused by the growing contradictions of Spanish capitalism

and by the intensifying class struggle. The new dictatorship

would attempt to transform the military dictatorship into a

parliamentary bourgeois regime, save the monarchy and avoid

social convulsions. The liberal bourgeoisie supported this

policy out of fear of the masses, whilst the socialists and

reformists support the liberals and republicans in order

to save the regime. The appeal points out that only

the oppressed and exploited masses under the leader-

ship of the Communist Party can solve the present

crisis in the interests of the broad masses of

people. The C. P. opposes the liberal-socialist combination

with the struggle for the setting up of a democratic dictatorship

of the workers and peasants on the basis of workers and

peasants councils.

the

The appeal points to the evidence of increased working

class activity, the great strikes in Asturia, Seville, Biscaya

and Barcelona, and declares that the moment has come for

*) Figures from "Our Cuban Colony", by Leland H. Jenks

The National City Bank in its bulletin of June, 1929, says US

investments in Cuba total more than $ 1,250,000,000.
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energetic action. The C. P. calls for the formation of councils

of action in the factories, mines and working class quarters

to fight for wage increases, the seven hour day,
unemployment

insurance, the right to organise and the right to strike. The

appeal also calls on

struggle against feudalism and to confiscate the land of the
the poor peasants to continue their

rich landowners. The CP. appeals to the soldiers not to let
themselves be misused against the workers and peasants, 10

form soldiers committees and demand the inmediate

evacuation of Morocco. The C. P. repeats its support for self
determination for Biscaya and Catalonia up to and including
complete

independence and appeals to the working masses

in these districts to continue their struggle for freedom in

the form of an alliance with the toilers of Spain and against

their own bourgeoisie for a socialist soviet federal republ.c

of the Liberian peninsula.

The Party also expresses the opinion that it is the duty

of all
revolutionary proletarian emigrants to return to Spain ,

in order to take part in the
revolutionary struggle. The

appeal
concludes with a call for mass action to release the

revolutionary political prisoners, to secure the legal existence

of the
Communist Party and of the

revolutionary trade unions,

for the right to organise, the right to strike and the right to

demonstrate on the streets.

Down with the liberals and their socialist allies ! Mass

strikes and mass action of the workers against the
Berenguer

government! Down with the monarchy! Long live the

Soviet Union, the fatherland of the toilers all over the world!

HANDS OFF THE SOVIET- UNION

Anti-Soviet
Campaign of Austrian

Social Fascism .

Jy Guido Zamis (Vienna).

Austrian social fascism is making great strides with regard

to the
development of its German nationalist ideology. Its

nationalist
propaganda is closely linked up with the slogan

of"
incorporation with Germany". This slogan was

represented

to the workers as a panacea for all the economic ills from

whichAustria is suffering. In order to spread this idea and at

the same to establish contact with the national
bourgeoisie,

there was founded the "German-Austrian People's League".

This
organisation arranged a

demonstration in the Summer

of 1929 in
Klagenfurth,

advocating union with Germany, at

which the
Republican Defence Corps took part together with

theHeimwehr. and at which social democrats and national socia-

lists (fascists) came forward as speakers.

This Klagenfurt
demonstration, however, created a consi-

derable amount of bad blood among the social
democratic

workers, with the result that it could not be repeated. Now,

however, the President of the Vienna Town School Board, Herr

Glöckel, a prominent social democratic leader, has issued a

decree to all the schools and
educational institutions under his

control pointing out that the German national song "
Deutschland

über alles"
represents the "official expression of the

conscious-

ness of unity prevailing among the whole German people".
Therefore the Town School Board expects that this song shall

bepractised in all schools and sung on suitable occasions in

order topromote the national and republican education of the
Young."

The latest phase in the
development of Austrian social

lascism is the leading article of the "Arbeiter-Zeitung" of
February 16th, dealing with the policy of the Soviet Govern-
ment towards the Church. Whilst on the same day the chris-

against Moscow the "Arbeiter-Zeitung " wrote as follows
han socialist "

Reichspost"
announced in big headlines, "crusade

ander the title: „Church and Soviets" :

...

"Anew wave of violence is sweeping over Russia .

This policy, which believes that it can, with the bayonet
collectivise the mass of the peasants numbering millions,

and by means of arrests and trials enforce the industria-

lisation of Russia and the
intensification of work, is also the

outcome of the opinion that it is possible to transform the

entire mentality of a 150 million people by measures of vio-
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lence, to exterminate religion within a few years and

destroy the church. Thus, since last year the Soviet Go-

vernment has departed from the original policy of separa-

tion of the Church and State, and gone over to the policy

of combating the Church by the State, to a policy which

reminds one of the Jacobin phase of the great French Revo-

lution".

The comparison with the Jacobins is the last trump card

with which it is hoped to terrify the philistines. The "Arbeiter-

Zeitung" then enumerates the terrible crimes of the Soviet
Government: how it is converting the churches , synagoges and

mosques into meeting rooms, melting down the church bells,

and does not also forget to remind its readers of the arrested

and banished priests, in order to declare finally :

„We social democrats, who fight on principle for free-

dom of conscience against clericalism, must also fight

against the new turn of the Soviet policy. It is not per-

missible to use force in order to impose one's views on free

human beings ... Stalin's policy, which aims at changing

by means of State power not only the economy, but also

the world view of 150 million people, is not ours ",

As a matter of fact the "Arbeiter-Zeitung" has never allo-

wed any
international campaign against the Soviet Union to

occur without actively
participating in it, so that there is no

need for us to be surprised that it is now joining in the cam-

paign of clericalism.

We do not in any way
underestimate the importance of

such articles in connection with the
international war prepaгa-

tions against the Soviet Union,
Nevertheless, we believe that

this time the Austrian social fascists have uncautiously exposed

themselves too much. The Austrian workers, who know to

their own cost what the power of the church means, follow

with warm sympathy all the endeavours of the toilers of the

Soviet Union to do away with the last remnants of clerical

influence.

In the sphere of home politics this working up of national

feeling is causing social fascism to incline more and more to

the national parties. In many questions, as for instance the

conversion of the existing professional army into a militia

(which would mean nothing else but the legalisation of the

Heimwehr), there is to be clearly seen the formation of a

social-
democratic-national united front.

IN THE
INTERNATIONAL

The Bankruptcy of the
Reconciliators

in Germany.

Declaration of Comrade Ewert.

The Secretariat of the Central Committee of the C. P. of

Germany has received from Comrade Ewert the following
communication:

"Dear Comrades!

The increasingly acute political situation in Germany,

the united front, which is becoming ever more firm, of all

the forces of reaction, including the Social democratic party

of Germany, against the Communist Party, and the growing

danger of war against the Soviet Union demand from every

member of the Party a clear attitude to the policy of the

C. I. and of the C. P. of Germany. As up to the Wedding

Party Congress I adopted in regard to a number of questions

an opinion which deviated from important decisions of the

C. I. and ofthe C. P. of Germany, I wish now to make the
following

declaration:

I recognise the views advocated by me, both verbally

and in writing, up to the Wedding Party Congress, and which

were rejected and combated by the Party, to be false. The

appraisal of the situation given by me has proved to be

incorrect. Among other things the crisis in the U. S. A. and

the sharpening of the situation, before all in Germany, has

confirmed the correctness of the estimate of the situation

made by the C. I. and the C. P. of Germany. The same

likewise applies to the tactical questions, in which I adopted

a position contrary to the decisions of the Party (trade

i
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union question, factory council elections, social fascism).

I undertake to carry out in all questions the decisions

of the Party and recognise the impermissibility of forming

any fractions or groups.

I am completely in agreement with the general line and

tactics of the C. C. of the C. P. S. U., and reject the views

advocated by Comrade Bukharin.

I undertake, under the leadership and guidance of the

C. C., to carry on the fight against all opportunist views

within the Party, against the Right Party enemies in the

Brandler organisation, as well as against the reconciliatory

attitude towards them.

My approval of the decisions of the C. I. and of the C. P.

of Germany and the pledge actively to carry them out.

apply also to the decision of the C. I. in the matter of

Wittorf. :

With communist greetings,

(signed) Artur Ewert."

Commenting on this declaration the Berlin "Rote Fahne"

of February 23rd writes :

Since a year there could exist for the great mass of the

party comrades no doubt as to the political and ideological

bankruptcy of the reconciliators. The Party takes note of

the fact that now also the leader of the group of reconciliators

has himself admitted this bancruptcy.

It is clear that the Party, in view of the experiences it

has repeatedly had with the diplomatic manoeuvres of anti-

party groupings , especially of the group of reconcilers itself,

cannot by any means accept the simple declaration of Comrade

Ewert as a suffcient guarantee that he has actually abandoned

his opportunist standpoint and found his way back to the

Party. The mere paper declaration of a comrade who has

committed such grave errors and caused such serious damage

to the Party as the leaders of the group of reconcilers is no

proof that he has really broken with his past, and must be

received by the Party with mistrust.

The attitude of Comrade Ewert, the confession of the

bankruptcy of the group of reconcilers, the admission of the

fact that the bolshevik leadership of the Party was right in

all questions with regard to the reconciliatory deviations and

has saved the Party from the serious crisis into which it

would inevitably have been led in the event of the

reconciliators having been successful, is for the working class

a sign of the strength of the C. P. C., an indication of its inner

bolshevist firmness and unity, which brings to nought every

speculation of the bourgeoisie and social fascists on differences

in the ranks of the revolutionary movement. The deter-

mination with which the bolshevist Party of the German

proletariat has defended in the past and will defend in the

future its Leninist line against all vacillating elements in its

own ranks. is a pledge that the Communist Party will always

preserve its unbreakable fidelity to its aim and the class

interests of the proletariat. It is precisely by the bolshevist

firmness with which the C. P. Q. overcomes vacillations and

weaknesses in its own ranks that it wins the right to the firm

confidence of the broad proletarian masses.

PROLETARIAN WOMEN'S MOVEMENT

Theses for International Women's Day

March 8th 1930.

I.

The Communist Women's day, "March 8th," is a day of

international women's solidarity, a day for mobilising the

broad mass of working women of all lands for the struggle

against capitalism, against fascism, Social Fascism, for the

struggle against the dangers of new imperialist wars and the

defence of the USSR.-the only Fatherland of the workers.

The fact that I.W.D. coincides with the international day

o struggle against unemployment gives it a special character.

The 8th. March this year is more than ever before a day

of struggle-against the unheard of excesses of political

reaction and fascism in all bourgeois countries, against the

attempts of the bourgeoisie to transfer the burdens of the

economic crisis on to the shoulders of the proletariat, against

capitalist rationalisation, against mass dismissals of workers

from factories, against the ever-growing mass of unemploy

ment, against lowering of wages, against part-time work, etc.

On the 8th March all working women must come out in a

united front of class struggle under the leadership of the

Communist Party, for overturning the power of capitalism

and setting up the dictatorship of the proletariat in all the

world.

Besides this the 8th March is a day of verification of

achievements as to the economic, political and family liberation

of the working women masses in the land of the Soviets, of

contrasting these achievements with the oppression and

slavery in capitalist countries.

The deadly struggle of countries or of whole continents

to win markets, the considerable sharpening of the contra-

dictions of imperialism in the Third period of post-war ae-

velopment, the increased danger of new imperialist wars,

forces the bourgeoisie to carry out a ruthless, attack on the

working class. The swing to the Left and the growth of

activity of the working class is the answer to this attack.

Only the class solidarity of the international proletariat

can hinder new bloody wars; only the active revolutionary

struggle of the proletariat at the head of the struggle of the

toilers of all countries, can put an end to the monstrous

exploitation of the masses under the capitalist system.

The growth of activity and the rapid revolutionising of

the working masses, the increase of their resistance and their

passing from defensive struggles to offensive ones, all these

increase every day. In these struggles women are playing a

more and more important role. The women's proletarian mass

movement is growing beyond the ordinary forms of a movement

of subsidiary workers, which formerly was a hindrance to

the movements of the basic mass of the proletariat, and it is

being transformed into one of the fundamental forces in the

growing struggles of the proletariat.

The exploitation of the labour of women and girls has

reached exceptional dimensions, both in capitalist factories

and in agriculture. Capitalist rationalisation not only draws

women into all branches of industry, but owing to the unequal

pay for men's and women's work, it is assisting the replacentent

of men's work by women's. This has made a radical change

in the role of women both in industry and in the general

struggle of the proletariat. In some branches of industry

women are gradually becoming the fundamental labour units

(articifial silk the silk industry, food, textiles , etc.). It very

often happens that a woman becomes the only worker in a

family, and the lower pay for womens' work lowers the level

of life of workers families.

Women workers and peasants are being more and more

drawn into the general and economic and political struggle of

the proletariat and the peasants. Their activity is growing.

Working women insist with special tenacity on the fulfilment of

the demands of the working class. In many cases women are in

the forefront in strikes, they take part in political demon-

strations and in conflicts with the police, and they show

tremendous reliability and bravery.

The campaign of the 8th March must unite the ranks of

men and women workers more closely than ever before, mus

force all workers to pay attention to the situation of women

proletarians, to their changed role in industry and in revo

lutionary struggles, to the indissoluble bond in the struggl

of the workers of all lands independent of nationality or se

in the fight against capitalism.

1.

During the past year the contradictions between tw

systems-the Socialist and the capitalist--have been extremel

sharpened.

The Five-Year Plan of Socialist construction in the U.S.S.

and the successes of its First year, demonstrate to the who

world what can be achieved by men and women workers w

have taken power into their own hands.

U

The results of the First Year of the Five-Year programin

accompanied by a rapid growth of Socialist industry

socialist elements in the national economy, demonstrate

tremendous achievements of the country of the dictatorship

the proletariat in the matter of Socialist Construction.

The revolutionary activity of the proletariat of the U.S.S

and the correct policy of the C.P.S.U. has brought about t

tempo of development, such as has never been seen under
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capitarist system. In spite of the absence of foreign loans and

credits, the U.S.S.R. is by its own forces settling the problem

of saving up the means necessary for the construction of heavy

industry. The investments in this industry increased by 46 %

in comparison with last year (1928-29)-1,300 millions in

1928-29 and 2,500 millions in 1929-30.

The peasants of Russia are passing at a great speed from

private-capitalist to collective -Socialist forms. In the

U.S.S.R. there has been organised a net of big Soviet farms

and more than 100,000 collective farms. In 1928-29 the sown

area of the collectivised sector occupied six million hectares

and had grain surpluses of twenty one million centners. During

the present year the Socialised sown area is 18,280,000 hectares

and will give about 50% of the surplus grain of all Russian

agriculture. These successes make it possible in the U.S.S.R. to

pass from the policy of limiting the exploiting powers of the

Kulak to the full elimination of the Kulaks in districts which

are collectivised throughout, and to the policy of liquidating

the Fulaks as a class.

In direct opposition to the situation in capitalist countries,

the past year has been marked in the U.S.S.R. by a further

improvement in the situation of the working class, a growth

of real wages (by the end of the Five-Year Plan wages will

be Rs. 210 for every working family), industry has been

transferred to the unbroken working week of five days, a

considerable part of the workers have received a 7-hour

working day, and there has been a great improvement in the

life and the cultural services received by the working class

from Government, trade union, and Co-operative organisations.

The November Plenum of the C.C. of the C.P.S.U. stated:

"The tremendous successes of the last few years, the tre-

mendous size and unheard of tempo of economic development

is a proof that the task of the Soviet Government to catch up

to and pass the foremost capitalist countries in technical and

economic matters, can be fulfilled in the shortest historical

period. The undoubted advantages which the Soviet economic

system possesses in comparison with the capitalist system is

proved more and more by the exceptional rapid tempo of

national economic development, by the tempo of material and

technical instruction, and by the increase of the material and

cultural level of life of the working class and the toiling mass

of peasants.

The rapid growth of Socialist forms of agriculture, the

increase of their influence in the national economy, the in-

crease of their influence on individual peasant farms, which is

seen in the striving of poor peasants and middle peasants to

adopt collective forms of agriculture,-all thisis proof that

the decisive successes of the political attack of Socialism on

the capitalist elements is guaranteed to be successful, and that

the construction of socialism in a country with a proletarian

dictatorship can be carried on in the minimum historical

period".

The

Such a growth of Socialist construction in the U.S.S.R.

became possible only because of the strong Leninist line of

the CPS.U., which, at the head of the tremendous working

enthusiasm of the working masses who were striving towards

Socialist forms of work, to Socialist contests to shock brigades,

Shock departments and factories was able to develop the

creative intiative of the working class, to increase its activity

for overcoming all difficulties which lay in the way.

construction of Socialism became possible owing to the

enormous steadfastness, the clear class line and the firm

discipline of the C.R.S.U., which carried on a decisive struggle

withdeviations in its own ranks, drove out foreign elements

from the Party and replaced them by the most advanced parts

ofthe working class. A decisive resistance to all who deviate

trom the Leninist line of the C.P.S.U. an unsparing struggle

with right deviations and conciliations, a struggle with left

deviations, the iron urity of the party of Lerin

pare guarantees of further successes in Socialist construction

inthe landof the dictatorship of the proletariat.

III.

- all these

Together with the activity of the whole of the working

class of the U.S.S.R., there was a tremendous growth of

activity amongst the working women masses. Thousands of
advanced women amongst the women workers and peasants

take an active part in all economic government and Party

irty Comrue" CC er

life. In the Soviets of the U.S.S.R. there are 301,999 women,

in the trade unions there are 3,078,000, of whom 56608 are

serving on factory committees; in the lower trade union

actives there are 290.000 in

of women has increased to 20%, the number of delegates in

comparison with the previous year has increased by 30 %

(there are now about 820 000 delegates). The delegate coins

is an active helper for the Soviet Government and the

Communist Party, when carrying on political ΟΙ economic

campaigns Hundreds of thousands of women workers are

directing the work of co-operatie organ'sations . From the

ranks of working women in the U.S.SR. there have appeared

workers who do not in the least lag behind men as regards

experience, energy, reliability and loyalty. Women workers

take an active part in Socialist contests and in Shock Brigades,

and demonstrate their changed views and attitude to work

that they know is now assisting to construct Socialism. Women

peasants in many cases are the pioneers of collective farm

construction, and in matters of passing on to new forms of

Socialist, life In spite of the fact that women's labour in the

U. S. S. R. costs more than men's labour, owing to the widely

spread protection of mothers and infants, the number of women

workers engaged in industry has grown still more during the

last year.

The success of Socialist construction has made it possible

for the Workers' Government to put into force further measures

for liberating the working women of the U.S.S R. Last year

it was categorically forbidden to allow women to work under-

ground. (This prohibition was reflected in the earlier Soviet

labour laws, but in view of the considerable number of un-

employed women, the trade unions insisted on them being left

the possibility of working underground on condition that they

were gradually transferred to other work. The increased

demand for workers, in connection with the rapid tempo of

industrialisation in the U.S. S. R., has called forth this de-

cision). The sums paid by Government industry for building

institutions to serve the needs of women workers and peasants,

has been greatly increased. The 5-Year Plan includes the

following increase of these institutions :

Creches

Kindergartens

Childrens Clinicş

Playgrounds

1927-28 1932-33

34,000 65,000
•

107.000 217.000

203,000 505,000

1,469 2,692

During the course of the 5-Year Plan, 94,340,000 roubles

will be expended on cultural construction..

In the matter of social feeding, the Second Year of the

5-Year Plan has made it possible to review the first figures of

the 5-Year Plan. According to this plan, it was proposed to

issue 250,000,000 roubles for the organisation of Social feeding ,

and by the end of the 5-Year Plan to give service to 5.600.000

people. According to the new Plan, 1.500.000.000 roubles will

be issued, and by the end of the 5 Years, service will be given

to 20,000,000 people. (For comparison we give the following

data: on the 1st. October 1928 every day 720,000 dinners were

served. At the beginning of 1930 1 400,000).

Every Soviet has set up a Commission for improving con-

ditions of life. The task of these commissions is to seek out

further measures for lightening the lo: of women Creches are

beginning to be put at the service of women workers not only

while they are at the factory, but while they are studying or

engaged on social work. The increased construction of secial

institutions, which increases year by year in the Five Year Plan,

ann'hilates one of the most difficult contradictions of capitalist

society. The contradiction between the drawing of working

women into industry and the preservation of the Individual

home.

The Soviet Government has exerted great efforts to over-

come illiteracy amongst working women, and for raising their

cultural level. The promotion of working women to respo

sible tasks is widely carried on, and they are sent to higher

schools and universities.

Such an attitude to women's work is possible only in a

country which is building up Socialism The comparison of the

situation of women workers in the U.S. S. R. and in caritast

countries shows that only the winning ofpower by the working

class makes it possible really to liberate working women,
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While the working class in the U.S. S. R. are constructing

the new life at a great speed, in all capitalist countries the at-

tempts of the bourgeoisie to strengthen the shattered capitalist

stabilisation are meeting with failure. Capitalist competition is

continually growing, and leads to barbarous intensificati
on

of

labour. The situation of the working class grows worse from

dayto day.The growing world economic crisis and capitalist rationali-

sation is throwing out of industry and leaving to starve a

tremendous army of unemployed. The size of the reserve in-

dustrial army has reached 20,000,000 and the number of

members of the families of unemployed condemned to hunger

has reached 80-100,000,
000

. Europe and America, far-flung

continents and colonies are in the throes of unemployme
nt

. In

the U.S. A. there are 6-7,000,00
0

unemployed, in Germany

over 34 millions, in England about 2 millions, in Poland a third

of the workers are unemployed, in Italy there are 800,000 un-

employed, in Austria 235,000, in Czechoslova
kia

over 300,000,

inSpain 200,000, in South America about 1 million unemployed,

everywher
e

there are

inMexico 500,000, in Japan, in China
hundreds of thousands of working men and women who have

been thrown out of industry.
Millions of unemployed agricultural workers are starving

in China, Japan, India, Indonesia, South America. Everywhere,

besides mass unemployme
nt

, there is an increase in the number

of workers part-time.The growth of unemployme
nt

has an extremely badeffect

on women workers especially in connection with the sharp

crisis in the textile industry, in which women's labour is

employed to the extent of 50-80%. Unemployme
nt

in other

industries also affects the situation of women just as badly.

The world economic crisis and the growth of unemploy.

ment has completely smashed up the worn-out theories of the

role of organised monopolist
ic

capitalism.
Unemploym

ent
, which has grown to unheard of dimensions

owing to the world economic crisis, becomes converted into a

mighty weapon for speeding up the disintegrat
ion

of capitalist

stabiliation. Every day there is a growth of the revolutiona
ry

movement of the unemployed which joins up with the strike

movement of the workers in the factories, in Germany, Poland,

everywher
e

Italy, Czechoslova
kia

, Rumania, Spain, Austria
a great wave of mass protest is rising against dismissals from

the factories. The bloody repressión directed by the bour-

geoisie and the Social Fascists against the growing movement

of the unemployed is unable to break up or dissipate the forces

of the proletariat. The struggle against unemployme
nt

is

everywhere growing into a general struggle of the proletariat

against capitalism and for the revolutionar
y
dictatorship of the

proletariat.On the sixth of March, on the Day of Strugg'e Against Un-

employment, the women workers will take their place in the

ranks of the Proletariat in the struggle against dismissals and

unemploym
ent

, against capitalist rationalisa
tion, against Fascism

and Social Fascism, and for the decisive revolutionar
y
storming

of caritalism, for the proletarian dictatorship.

The gradual growth of the organic part of capital threatens

a lowering of profits, and drives the capitalists to seek cheap

labour power. By paying women workers only 50-60 % of

men's wages for the same work, the bourgeoisie are trying to

make use of the competition between mens' and womens' laboar

so as to sow discord in the ranks of the proletariat, to shatter

and paralyse its fighting forces. The capitalist system is con-

tinually worsening the conditions of the workers, by repealing

laws of social insurance, by introding additional or indirect

taxes, by the worsening of the laws with regard to dwelling

houses, by increasing prices of the necessities of life, by re-

pressive measures against abortion, by the increased explot-

fation of women's and children's labour.

The employers unions openly defend a programme which

will lead to still greater pressure on the proletariat. The Ger-

man bourgeoisie demanded from the Reichstag a lowering of

wages for German workers, an increase of prices of the necessi

ties of life, the freeing of large industry from taxation, the

abolition of relief for the unemployed, the further reduction of

expenses on the social needs of the working class, etc.

similar programme is put forward by the capitalists of other

A

countries.

-

Germany, Austria, Italy, Ru-

In a number of countriesthe capitalists, with the help of the

mania, Czechoslov
akia

Governmen
t apparatus, and with the support of the trade union

bureaucrac
y and the Social Democratic Party, have introduc

ed

laws for fixing wages. These laws fix the minimum wages and

the hardest conditions of work, and introduce compulso
ry

arbitration so as to deprive the workers of the freedom to

strike.During the past year, the bourgeoisie, in their attempts to

remove the leaders of the workingrking class in these revolutio
nary

struggles which are looming ahead, have made a direct attack

onproletaria
n mass organisati

ons, using methods of the greatest

brutality, even including mass shootings, and not sparing wo-

men or children. As an index of this attack we see the pro-

hibition of the Red Front Fighters and the shooting of unem-

ployed in Germany, the mass arrests of the leaders of the Left

trade union movement and the shooting of strikers in the U.S.A..

the law for the defence of the Republic in Germany, a similar

law in Austria, MacDonald'
s law of Crimes against Public

Order in Palestine, etc. The bloody suppression of Haiti, the

terror against striking workers in Poland, Holland, Czecho-

slovakia, America, India, the inhuman tortures of revolutiona
ry

workers in Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, China, Poland, Hungary,

Mexico, Brazil, and the using of bayonets, machine guns and

gas bombs in South Africa, etc.
The bourgeoisie are trying to deprive the working class

of the right to the streets. Thebloody suppression of the Berlin

workers by the Social Democratic police president Zörgiebel

on the 1st May 1929, clearly showed the Social Fascist reality

of the so called "Labour Party" . In this conflict 33 workers

lost their lives including 11 women. The repression of the

1st. May served as a commencement for a number of other

bloody repressions of workers and unemployed in Germany.

Poland, Austria, U. S. A. and other countries. The bourgeoisie

represses not only the leaders of the revolutionary movement,

but every man or woman of the proletariat who in any way

protests against the unbearable conditions of life. The inter-

national bourgeoisie have declared a crusade against the Com

munist Parties of all countries. They are trying to drive the

Communist Parties underground and to leave them without

leaders by means of mass arrests of active Party workers. They

are carrying on a fierce struggle against the Party press, they

are confiscating newspapers, arresting editors etc.

The Increase of capitalist exploitation and the worsening

of the condition of the working class is an indisputabl
e proof

of the falseness of the social fascist theory of the role of or-

ganised capitalism, of the collaboratio
n of classes and of peace

in Industry.

V.

The continually growing world economic crisis, accom-

panied by a deep agrarian crisis, the continued growth of capi-

talist competition, the sharpening of world contradictio
ns

and

most of all, the contradictio
n
between the capitalist world and

the Soviet Union, tremendousl
y

increase the danger of new

wars, especially of imperialist war against the U. S. S. R.

The Young Plan transferred the whole burden of reparation

debts on to the working class. It has for its aim the further

unification and centralisati
on of finance capital, and this in-

creases the danger of a financial blockade of the U.S. S. R.

and the danger of new wars against the Soviet Union. The

centralisat
ion

of finance capital assists in the formation of new

world monopolies of capitalists, increases the danger of the

further pauperisatio
n
of the masses, because a monopoly on the

necessities of life is a means of robbing broad sections of the

workers.However, neither the Young Plan nor other capitalist agree-

ments are in a position to put a stop to the growing capitalist

competition, since the fundamental contradictio
ns

of the capi-

talist system are deepening more and more. The surplus of

goods on hand as a result of the inability to realise these goods,

as a result of the drop in the buying power of whole sections

of the population, forces the capitalists to seek new markets .

The existence of the Soviet Government, which has established

a monopoly of foreign trade, owing to which one-sixth of the

globe has been removed from the capitalist sphere of influence,

compels the imperialists to prepare feverishly for an agressive

var against the U.S.S.P Under the cloak of the Kellogg

Pact on the outlawry of war, under the hypocritical speeches
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of the leaders of the Social Democratic Party on pacifism and

class
collaboration, all the imperialist governments are in-

creasing their war forces at an alarming pace and are spending
fabulous sums of money.

The war expenses of capitalist countries use up a tremen-
dous part of the

Gevernment budget. The war expenses of

France, including payments for war debts, uses up 78% of the
Governments budget. America expends 49% of its budget on
armaments. Rumania, Greece, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia expend

50%, Poland 40% etc. During the last year Germany was
drawn into the Anti-soviet Block by the coalition

Government

which had signed the Young Plan. Thus, the danger of a new

war has been increased.

The war preparations of the bourgeoisie are not limited

to the strengthening of their armies, fleets and air forces. The
imperialists of all countries are doing everything in their power

to prepare new and numerous cadres of people for the future

bloody struggles. In a number of countries the bourgeois
governments have already

commenced to militarise women.

199

During the whole of the recent period, the strike struggle

in Europe and in America, and also in the colonial and semi-

colonial countries, continues to develop more widely, and takes

on a more clearly aggressive character. The previous high

tempo of the strike movement in France,
Czechoslovakia and

Germany has been preserved. The wave of strikes in America,

especially in the Southern states, has
tremendously increased.

The heroic struggle of the Gastonia textile workers called forth

a wave of sympathy from the whole world. As a mark of soli-

darity with the demands of the Gastenians, as a mark of pro-

test against the bloody repression of the strikers, there were

tremendous
demonstrations in Rosario, Argentine, Mexico and

in all the Southern states. Women took an active part in all

these
demonstrations. Great

demonstrations of solidarity were

carried out by American women in spite of the resistance of

the police, during the prolonged strike of restaurant workers

in New York.

The bourgeois and the fascist unions do not spare their

funds in developing the work of preparing women's reserves

for the bourgeois armies. In all countries, especially the coun-

tries bordering on the U.S. S. R. and in Germany, the fascist
organisations have formed women's sections for preparing

women for war service. Besides this special bourgeois women's

unions are carrying on work for militarising women

Union ofQueen Louisa" in Germany, "Lotta Sviard" in Finland,"the

In Great Britain, capitalist
rationalisation has taken on

extensive forms during the last year.

which was greatly weakened after the defeat of the miners inThe strike movement,

1926, has once more arisen during the past year. The British

Workers have carried on a number of strikes in the mining,
steel, textile and shipbuilding industries - in the mining

districts of Dawdon, Binley, Scotland, in Lancashire, Yorkshire

etc. There were big textile struggles in Lancashire and York-

shire. The treacherous role of the fascised Labour Bureau-

cracy, including the Labour Government, in these struggles,
the Women's Guild of Empire in England, "Strelok" in Poland, has assisted in causing a rapid swing to the Left of the working
similar unions in Austria, Sweden, America, etc. At the same

time the clergy, the hireling press and the social Fascists of all

kinds, deceiving the women workers by their sermons on the

pacific intentions of capitalism, create false illusions, poison

their minds, and paralyse the participation of women in the

economic and political struggles of the proletariat.

The military work of the Fascists, the Social Fascists and

the clerical organs must be opposed by all working women,

and they must reply by creating new organisations of prole-

tarian self-defence. The 8th March must become a day for the

mass entry ofwomen workers into the organs of Workers Self-

Defence, a day for
strengthening the ranks of revolutionary

women's organisations which are fighting against imperialist

wars.

In their wild hate against the proletarian Government, the
imperialists inspired a treacherous attack by the hireling bands

ofthe generals of China against the borders of the U. S. S. R.

The sending of white guard bands more or less secretely to

attack the U. S. S. R. became an open interference by the Go-

vernment of big capitalist countries in this conflict, even after

thepeace, after the high military qualities of the Red Army

andalso the
revolutionary wave in China had compelled the

Chinese generals to capitulate.

The proletariat of the whole world answered by revolutio-

nary protests, by
demonstrations on the 1st. August 1929,

against the attempts at imperialist wars and in defence of

theU. S. S. R. The class conscious workers of all lands know

that the defence of the U. S. S. R. against intervention is a

matter for the whole of the proletariat, the men and women

workers must increase their fighting powers so as turn the

coming imperialist war into civil war.

VI.

The attacks of the bourgeoisie are speeding up the tempo

ofthe swing to the Left of the working class, and call forth
great resistance of the Broad masses. The deep belief in the

final victory of the proletariat becomes stronger together with

thegrowthof socialist construction in the U. S. S. R. The great

strengthening of socialist construction in the U.S. S. R. and

the rise of
revolutionary waves in capitalist countries deepen

thegeneral crisis of capitalism and brilliantly confirm the ana-

lysis given by the VI. Congress and the X. Plenum of the
E.C.C.I. , on the inevitable smash of capitalist stabilisation .

The working class answer the attacks of capital, answer

the concentrated capitalist front and the government power
and the power of reformist trade union bureaucrats, by in-
creasing itseconomic struggles, mass political strikes and de-
monstrations, by

strengthening international proletarian soli-
darity, by a growing wave of

revolutionary contests, by a
wide campaign in defence of their proletarian fatherland the
U.S. S. R.

masses of Great Britain and has helped to overcome their

Social Democratic illusions.

In the Balkan countries -in Bulgaria, Greece, Yugoslavia,
Roumania, Albania

of workers and poor peasants has extended and deepened.
in spite of fascist terror, the class war

During the last year, we had in Greece the heroic strike of the

men and women tobacco workers, the chemical workers, the

carpet makers; in Bulgaria we had mass strikes of tobacco

workers and textile workers, the greater part of whom (80 to

85%) is composed of women: in Rumania there were mass

strikes in Bukovina, among the wagon-building workers, in

Shilthal among the miners, and in Maroshthal among the wood

workers: in Yugoslavia there was the first strike that has

happened since the military fascist dictatorship was set up, and

it caused bloody struggles between the workers and the

fascists.

-

During the past year, in all capitalist countries, we find

the growth of partial strikes in separate factories

departments against the oppression of capitalist rationalisa-even in

tion, In all these strikes women take part as well as men.

They serve as pickets, they are exposed to beatings, arrests

(America, Italy,
Czechoslovakia, Austria, etc.) but they show

tremendous class firmness and reliability.

Every woman proletarian must make it clear to herself

that it is only under the general banner of revolutionary

struggle that she is in a position to fight for her partial de-

mands, for equal pay, for equal social assistance during un-

employment, for the defence of her motherhood and her labour,

for the lowering of taxes, against capitalist
rationalisation,

against fines, against housing laws which make her condition

worse, against high prices, taxes, etc., and that only the gene-

ral struggle of the proletariat and its final victory will liberate

the woman workers.

In addition to economic demands, the working masses are

more and more often putting forward political demands,

directed chiefly against fascism and war danger. Even in the

Balkan countries. Roumania, Greece, Bulgaria, Yugo-Slavia,

in spite of the white terror, the strikers act against fascism

in defence of the Communist Party and the YCL. In the deve-

loping strike movement in Austria, the workers in a number of

factories demand the dismissal of "christian fascists", for

example, the workers of the Vienna milk farms, the textile

workers of Pölten, etc. On the 1st of August, 1929, the demon-

strations and strikes against war dangers and in defence of

the USSR. had a purely political character. In France, in spite

of the concentration of 50,000 police and soldiers in Paris, the

anti-war campaign had considerable success,

amongst the metal workers and miners, the gas workers,especially

postal workers and railway workers. The workers of Berlin

carried out tremendous
demonstrations of international soli-

darity on this day. The women workers of Germany took an
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especially active part in this campaign Women took part in

the anti-war demonstrations and other activities in unusually

great numbers, and put forward slogans of the struggle with

imperialism and in defence of the USSR The women workers

of America took an active part in celebrating International

RedDay for the struggle against imperialist wars, and they

offered great resistance to the police who attempted to dis-

perse the demonstration in Chicago, New York, Milwaukee,

Grand Rapids, Ironwood Pittsburgh, Hancocks, Los Angeles

and in many other towns.

The strike movement in Japan has greatly increased in

comparison with last year. Here, there were an exceptional

number of conflicts in the metal, textile, chemical and soya

industries and in transport. In these conflicts a great part was

taken by Japanese working women who comprise more then

35% of the working class of Japan, and whose part in Ja-

panese industry is continually growing.

There has been a tremendous increase in the strike move-

ment in colonial and semi-colonial countries, and the wide

scope of the national liberation movement in all colonial

countries has taken on tremendous importance.

-

A new wave of revolutionary movement among the

working and peasant masses of India has arisen. The strike

movement has developed widely, 140,000 textile workers

men and women have struck in Bombay, there was a

dockers' strike in Karachi, a prolonged strike of the workers

in jute factories in Bombay and Calcutta, a strike on the Indian

railroad which included 125,000 workers.

A number of big strikes were carried on in China. For

example there was a big strike in the Anglo-American tobacco

factory in Shanghai, where, in addition to economic demands,

they demanded the dismissal of Russian white guards from

the factory. In Tsindao there was a strike and lockout of

textile workers, in Tientsin there was a stay-in strike of

printers in the French concession. There were a number of

big conflicts between the employers and the workers, of the

coal mines in the Tsinan and Tsiou Chuan district, in the

small spinning factories of Shanghai, etc. In China last year

there came into force the new law of trade unions which

puts trade unions under the full control of the local govern-

ment, who are given the right to confirm the rules and financial

estimates of the unions, to rescind its decisions, etc. This law

prohibits strikes and replaces them by compulsory arbitration,

and forbids Chinese trade unions to enter any foreign trade

union organisations.

-

An anti-imperialist revolutionary wave has arisen in Syria

and Egypt, in the Sudan in French Congo, in Cape Colony.

There has been a wave of revolts and strikes in native

districts the workers in Brazil. Haiti, Kenya, Samoa, South

Africa and Nigeria where the English police in the towns

of Apobo and Abako brutally shot 43 women, there was a

strike of the unorganised workers in the sugar plantations

of Porto Rico, a strike of carpet workers in Persia, etc. In

Indonesia the revolutionary peasant masses are striving

towards a revolt aganist the Dutch imperialists.

Everywhere the revolutionary proletariat rises on the

crest of a revolutionary wave and organises the national

revolutionary struggle with imperialism. The development of

the revolutionary movement in the colonies the rapid growth

of activity of the oppressed worker-peasant mass of

imperialist colonial and semi-colonial countries raises the ques-

tion before the world proletarian movement, especially be-

fore the proletariat of imperialist countries of giving real helo

to the revolutionary movement in the colonial countries, of

forming a united revolutionary front of the working class of

all countries and the oppressed colonial peoples.

A special characteristic of the economic struggles of the

past years is the drawing into these struggles of new sections

of workers mass strikes of farm hands, the activity of

farm workers, poor peasants, women agricultural workers and

peasant women. While in USSR. the collectivisation of agri-

culture forms a firm basis for raising the material and cultural

level of farm labourers, of poor and middle peasants, in capi-

talist countries, in spite of the agrarian reforms of the bour-

geoisie, the working peasants are being disintegrated by the

pressure of the credit and tax policy of finance capital. Un-

bearable conditions of life powerfully draw in agricultural

workers and poor peasants to the struggle, with capital. During

the past year there have been strikes of agricultural workers

in Poland and Western Ukraine, Germany, Czecho-Slovakia,

Sweden, mass activity in Yugo-Slavia. Norway Bulgaria and

Roumania, armed peasant risings in Greece, Italy and China.

In all these events women occupied the first ranks. Together

with all peasants, they are becoming more convinced every

day of the truth of Lenin's teachings that only by the revolu

tionary overturning of the bourgeoisie and by soviets of wor

kers' and peasants' deputies will the land be given to the

working peasant.

VII.

In the strike struggle of the past year reformist and social-

fascist trade unions have played the treacherous role of agents

of capitalism. In carrying on tactics of conciliating class in-

terests, they have damped the fighting ardour of the working

class. As intermediates between the workers and the capi-

talists, they have misused the trust of the worker and have

sacrificed their interests for the sake of preserving class

peace. The English Labour Party, on coming into power.

officially gave up the demand for the 7-hour day for miners,

and agreed to a lowering of the wages of the Yorkshire textile

workers. The social-fascists of Czechoslovakia refused to

support the textile workers against reductions of wages,

Numerous big strikes have been broken owing to the

indecision and treachery of the yellow trade union leaders.

For example, the strike of the Hungarian miners, the strike

of the workers in the Salgotarian mines, the 6 months strike

of agricultural workers in Holland, the heroic 3 months strike

of the shipbuilding workers at St Lazare, the leather workers'

strike at Vienna, the miners of Newcastle, the transport wor-

kers and glass workers of Czechoslovakia, the printers of

Shanghai, etc. In a number of countries (Austria, Holland) the

social-democratic trade unions, refused to give strike pay to

the strikers because of the political demands put forward by

themand in this way they broke the strikes.

The men and women workers of all countries must carry off

adecisive struggle with the treachery of the social fascists, must

expose the difference between their words and deeds, must

show their despicable role as agents of the bourgeoisie, and

by facts they must disprove their theory of the collaboration

of classes.

In spite of the treachery of social fascists and reformists,

in spite of terror and repressive laws, in spite of bloody

repressions by the bourgeoisie, the activity of the working

class is growing in all countries, the economic struggles

spreading wider and wider and growing into mass political

strikes.

ofThe sharper and crueller the white terror

the fascist bourgeoisie and the stronger the capitalist

attack on the working class, the more does activity

of the working class grow in all lands, and the

economic struggles become more revolutionary, Every

success of the working class in capitalist countries in the

struggle with capitalism increases the strength and firmness of

the U. S. S. R. Every success of the working class of the

U. S. S. R. increases the forces of the working class of all

the world.

Working women! On March 8th you must show your

readiness to struggle in present and future fights with capital-

ism in the general ranks of the whole of the proletariat.

Strengthen the ranks of the Communist Party by entering

it in masses. Declare a decisive struggle against repression

which is directed against the Communist Party and the

revolutionary organisations of the proletariat!

Repulse the attacks of capital by a united front with the

whole of the working class! Equal pay for equal work! Equal

social insurance!

The solidarity of workers and unemployed in the struggle

against mass dismissals, against the growth of unemployment.

In answer to the provocation of the fascists and social-

fascists, strengthen the organs of workers' self-defence.

With closed ranks, advance to the struggle against the

danger of imperialist wars and in defence of the U.S. S. R.

Publishers: Internationale Presse-Korrespondenz GmbH , Berlin Responsible Editor: Heinrich Kurella, Berlin.

Printed by the: „Peuvag". Papier-Erzeugungs- und Verwertungs-Akt.-Ges., Abt. Friedrichstadt-Druckerei, Berlin.

-


