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Thelndian Revolution andGhandi’sManoeuvre

By O. W. Kuusinen.

The great revolutionary upsurge in India is proceeding
at a tempestuous pace. And in this situation Ghandi comes
forward in order, in the name of the slavish principle of
*non-violence”, to summon the people to bhoycott the salt
monopoly of the British-Indian government. It is not diifie
cult to see the meaning of this manocuvre.

Ghandi does not put the question of a victory in the fizht
against the British yoke. He puts the question otherwise: vio-
lence or non-violence to British imperialism. He preaches
absolute "non—violence". He describes all Indian revolutionary
orzanisations as ‘‘partics of violence”, and openly writes in his
newspaper that he fears these more than the English Vu.eroy'
What is the meaning of that?

: Hundreds of millions of Indians are still groaning under
the terrible yoke of the real party of violence, of British
imperialism, but Ghandi does not fear these predatory, bestial
suppressors of India as much as he fears the Indian revolutio-

nariecs. What does he therciore do? He undertakes a natio-
nal-reformist manoeuvre. He submits an ultimatum to the
Viceroy. He organises an anti-imperialist sham fight “invol-
ving a mad nisk”. as he himself declaims. For what pur-
pose? In order not to lose all influcnce over the great natio-
nal mass movement; in order to sccure hegemony in this
movement for the bourgeoisie. \Without an anti-imperialist
sham fight it is impossible at present for anybody in India
to approach the broad masses of the people if he wants to
ebtain a hearing. Hence Ghandi's flag of passive resistance.
But even this passive (at any price “non-violent”) resistance
he wishes to limit in a double manner: 1. to limit it terri-
torially in order that the movemecnt shall not be able to
sprcad, and 2. to limit the bovcott to the salt monopolv
the government in order to exclude the risk of the b -
extending to all taxes, to the ground rent payable
peasants etc., and growing into revolutionary fighting «

[ Internationaf €Conference of Sriends of Soviet T
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The “insane risk” consists in Ghandi’s playing with the or Javarharla] Nehru or anybody else. The attitude of the
driving forces of the revolution. He wishes to do everything Indian Communists to them can only be: determineq fight
Possible to avold the risk of revolution. The revolutionary  against the National Congress.

in any case held up hal Instead of rallying and organi.
sing the many millions of tollers, who are in a ferment, in a
firm revolutionary front, aud insteaq of taking up the real
fight with these huge masses against imperialist violence, the
development of the revolutionary mass struggles is to be
actaally stifled and Quenched in ap impotent cry of pain of
the million masses,
That is the objective meaning of the boycott campaig_n
introduced by Ghandi, against the salt monopoly. The Ghandi’
ist boycott is, at bottom, boycott of the Indian revolution, and
is thereby calculated to help the triumph of the British colonial
Power in India.
Against this Ghandi'ist line of the Indian
Yyoung Ce
the C. P,
fight is: victory or defeat?

the event of a collision between Imperialist violence amd
nial "non-violence".

fundamenta] slogan of the Communist Party of India, for which
i conducting agitation among the masses, jg: Drive out the

democratic revolution of the wor.
king class and peasantry !

What is now the immediate, urgent and unpostponeable

Mmain task of the revolutionary workers’ and Peasants’ move=
ment of India?

In the fight against the British colonial regime the vic-

« torious strength of the Indian revolutionary movement can lie
only in its enormously great masses. It can achieve victory
Vv the overwhelining mass bower, not by boycott, not by

i i €mpty noise. The e€normous mass
Power of the Indian workers and Peasants js, at Present, very
i i Therin lies its greatest and most dangerous
Hence the Immediate Practical task is to organise

of the workers’ and peasants of India for the
approaching gigantic revolutionary fights,

Just as the
their strike, accomplished
the masses by building ap

during
wonders in the way of organising
the “Girnj Kamgar” Union, so jt IS necessary to perform
similar and even greater things in other places and in other
Spheres. 1t js necessary to organise revolutionary workers®

tmonstrations with independent class slogans. Workers must
be sent into the villages in order to help the beasant masses to
take up the fight for the refusal to Pay taxes and groungd reat,
€verywhere to form peasant committeeg amd to develop mass
education for driving ont the landowners amd government
officials, The striking railway workers must visit all the rajl-

way lines, conveying the summons to prepare for the political
Kcneral strike,

. Whoever really desires victory in
independence of India muyst now help wi
tariat and the masses of the Indjan Peasantry to organise their
Tevolutionary forces and their massg actions, oever sabo-
tages this organisation €xposes himself, like Ghangj, as a
Stratevist of (jje counter-revolutio, Ghandi hgys himself
admitted in hig “ubtimatym” could not waiy any longer

€Cause the revolutionary upsurge in Judia is growing so
threateninzly. He fears the revolution — hence his Campaign,
and behind him “tutds the All-Indiy Nationaj Congress, the re-
Presentative body of the national bourgeoisie. The strategy of
the Nationa] Ciiagress is, . Nothing else byt the
Counter-revolyti, 1ary strategy of Ghandi, whoever may come
forward a5 advicate of thig Strategy, whether he be Ghandi

This does presupposes the utilisation of

fights of the Indian bourgeoisie, the utilisation
of its narrowly restricted conflict with British imperialism by
th i mobilising the broad
toiling further developing the
revolutionary mass movement. But the more the nationa]
rgeoisie attempts to develop its campaign with seemingly
"general-national" slogans, the more ruthlessly must the Com-
munists expose the counter-revoluﬁonary class character of
the campaigns and slogans of the national bourgeoisie, Only
by maintaining complete political independence and a sharp
revolutionary class line can the Communist Party successfully
i securing its hegemony

in the national emancipation movement, and thereby also
of the revolution,

The government ( § Great Britain—the Labour- Government
as the representative of the imperialist bourgeoisie—is pro-
ceeding to arrange, through ijts authorities in India, the vilest
Provocations and bloodiest mass slaughters, The

ommunists must ip good time make
masses of Great Britain aware of the

* Summon them to determined courageous support of the Indian -
revolution,

N s

-

POLITICS
The United States at the London Naval -
Conference,

H
Ny

ByP.Laplnsky(Moscow). .

The majority of the London newspapers are
to make F

c

endeavouring
rance responsible for a possible breakdown of the
London Naval Conference. But the “blackmailing policy” and
the “sabotage” of the French Imperialists could only for a
time conceal the quarre} between the most important actors

in the tragi-comedy of London, the quarrel between Great
Britain and the United States,

When Mr. Stimson,
astened to publish his Programme Memorandum, it was only

at the first moment that it evoked a favourable response from
the British side,

Stimson proposed complete parity in aircraft-carriers and
destroyers, and onl i
to a more vague
possible standard
tates make
Cruisers. The

of tonnage”,
a certain concession in the
question left unsolyed at the
MacDonald and

as against 15 British. Al this appeared
acceptable “jn principle”.

But suddenly there Wwas revealed the real
opinion. The Memorandum, extracts only from
handed over for publication, way S¢t against the oricinal

cmorandum. It wag ascertained that the actual concrete de-
mands of the U. S, A. imperialists Were not at all included in
the published Memorandum.

Since the abortive Three-Power Naval

eneva in 1927 the questions of cruisers and
their guns has been regarded as the most importan t
in dispute between Great Britain and tjje United Sta tes.
known, the principle of “parity” in recard to canital ship fleets
Was alreadv Jaig down at the
and 1922, - i
failure of the Geneva Conference, was’in the maj
the preliminary conversations

oover and 0

emorandum at the London Conference. It anneared.
ore, as if everything were £0ing smoothly, Then.
there arose i an unexpected manner the dispute in
question of capita) ship fleets!?

differences of
which were
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At g Washington Conference there had set in a real
" competition in the construction and arming not only of cruisers
(which were not included in the limitations agreed to in
\Wazshington). but also in the large capital ships. At \'Nuslu'ngton
Japan could not briug itself to scrap its ncwest big ship the
“Mutsu”. and Japan was allowed to reta'n this ship and §l<o
the “Nagato”. In return the United States was “permitted” to
complete the construction of the *Maryland”. and Great.nrhaln
was given for the sake of equality. the 1ight to build tw_g
corresponding monster ships. the “Rodney”™ and the “Nelson”.,

It is over these powerful ships that there has arisen at

the nresent movement the d-spute regarding “parity”, Before
@ll America desired that in order to achieve paritv already
at the end of the coming year. Great Britain, instead of scrapp-
ing five of the older large ships of the “Iron Duke” t\'ne‘hlted
with 13*2inch guns, as was or uinally agreed to at Washington
in 1922, should scrap five of the new. vessels of the “Queen
Elizabeth™ tvpe carryving 15 inch guns. America expressed
rezdiness on its part, instead of thirec to scrap no less than
four of the older large ships. — how very touching! — but
wanted in return to reccive the right to build a supplementary
sip parallel to the British “Rodney™! )

In the event of the proposuls of the U. S. A. imperialists
beie realised, it wonld mean, according to British calculations,
tut the “floating fortresses™ of the United States would pos-
sesy i all thirty-three 16 inch guns, while the British would
pacsess eizhteen, and the Japanese sixteen guns of the-same
Clihre!

ihe Conference is thervfore beinz undermined from all
¢les. At the same time hardly a word has been spoken
@ the Cooference by the representatives of Japan and

batv, who are wisely keening in the backround. There have,
I wever, been alrendv revealed with soificient clearness the
liies of an awrecment being arrived at between Juapan

o4 Amer-ica, as well us the tendency on the part of Great

Eoin to a certain “apnrochement” to Japan and ltalv.

F In these circumstances the creles most interested in the
- Ceczeys” of the Covference. and before all the MacDonald
GoveBiment, are comnelled to seck wavs aud means which
tne not hitherto come within the compass of the Conference.
The wetics of the French imnerialists are causing the British
troerivlists to bring the Conference on to the path of poltical
‘atinns over every possible peace guarantee. Fewer ships,
bomore agreements!

The United States. as before. desire to preserve full free-
¢'m of action, the privilere of the strong. Of course. a thou-
el considerations compel the imperialist Powers. especiully
Gr=at Britain and the United States. to exert every effort in
orler to “save” the Coniereice, or at lcast to keep up th.e
iecessary appearances.  But the prestize of the policy of “Paci-
ism™" has already reccived a severe blow,  All the antawoni<ms
o ! the greedv rivalries have come to lizht as never hefore.
“en certain cireles of United States imperialism, as the Was-
Yzon Correspondent of the “Times™ renorts, are compelled
“roically™ to recognise that the Disarmament Confercuce has
b 2ume a “Conference for increasing armaments™.

The History of the Papacy — a Tissue of Lies
and Deception. :

“The whole history of the papucy. as it is irrcfutably
feenrded irom reliable sources and actual historical docu-
s, appears to the uupreijudiced student as an unscrupulous

| L-ue of lies and decepnuon, as a ruthless striving aiter
sinalute spiritual rule and temporal power. as a cynical denial
o all the hixh moral communds which true  christianity
treaches: Charity and Tolcration, Truth and Chastitiv, Poverty
1 Renunciation. i one iudges the long line of popes and
¢ tie Roman cardinals, from whose ranks they were elected,
wiurding tu the standard of pure Christian morality, then it
‘woomes clear that the great maiority of them were shameless
wmosters and hunibugs, many of them good-for-nothing crimi-
i3 These well known historical facts do not, however,
Frevent that even to-dav millions of ‘educated’ believing
<arnolics believe in the ‘infallibility” of this ‘Holy Father® and
Monort his regime by paving ‘Peter’'s Pence’: it does not
rrevent Protestant princes to-day from visiting Rome and
Bving reverence to the ‘Holy Father' (their most dancerous
themyt).” Ernst Heckel: “The Riddle of the Universe.”

R os

1he Young Plan Becomes Law!
By A. Schmitt Berlin).

- Aiter necgotiations, lasting for weeks, of the government
parties, after numerous crises and repecated interrupticus of
the Parliamentary dceliberations, the Hermunn Miidler govern-
ment succeeded at last, with the help of Hindenburg, in getting
the Young Plan passed on 12th of March. The difficulties
of the passing of the law, the inevitability of which was
realised by all fractions-of the bourgeoisie, resulted, on the
oune hand. from the connection of the Young law with the
so-called “financial reform™ and, on the other hand. from the
connection with the Treaty with Poland, which brings about
an approchement of Germany to Poland directed against the
Soviet Union at the cost of the broad masses of the toilers.
Each of the coalition parties wished to secure for that group

of the bourgeoisiec which it represented, as great a share as’

possible of the promised tax alleviations and, on the other
hand. to cast the responsibility for the most reactionary and
unpopular laws on the other coalition parties.

At the moment when the coalition threatened to collapse
as a result of these disruptive tendencies, Hindenburg was
again brousht into play in order to tame the shrew. Aiter
Iindenburg’s  conversation with Bruning, the leader of the
Centre Party, the Centre fraction declared its readiness to
vote for the Young Law ,because the carrying out- of the
immediate tinancial reform is secured by Hindenburg's pledyes.

On the third reading the Young Law was adopled by
265 acainst 192 votes, 3 members abstaining from voting: the
Treaty with the Poles was adopted by 235 votes against 216
with 8 abstentions.  The Communist vote of censure was
rejected by 277 against 169 votes and 13 absteutions, while
a vote of confidence for the government was passed.

Before the finaly vote was taken, Comrade Sticker, in
the name of the Communist Party of Germany. read a de-
claration in which the Young Plan, which is squeezing 116,000
million marks war contributions out of the toiling masses of
Germany for a period of 58 years. is at the time stigmatised
as a war plan against Soviet Russia.  In fact the close con-
nection between Germany's subiection to the dictatorship of
internutional finance capital and ler joining the anti-Soviet
front found clear expression also in the govermment's states
ment that the Young Law and the agreement with Poland
are an inseparable whole. -

As Comirade Florin, the representative of the Communist
fraction. pointed out. the acceptance of the Young Plan means
an enormous increase in the customs and tax burdens of the
toiling masses (upon whom 2.250 million marks have alrcady
been cast during the last few months), the enhancement of
murderons rationalisation, cutting down of social legislation,

in particular the unemplovment beneiit, and increased fascist -

terrar against the revolutionary proletariat.

Hermamn Miiller, the social democratic Prime Minister,
knows perfectly well that this programme of mass starvation
will encounter the most bitter resistance of the proletarian
masses.  Hence he uttered the following threats:

“All efforts to arouse political unrest, must be ruthe
lesslv crushed.  The icar of disturhances promates the
withdrawal of the capital from the country; but thie govern=
ment is stronyg enough to stop such efiorts.

Attempts to instivate putches, cither from Left or
Rizht, will be ruthlessly suppressed.”

Following theses threats the govermment at once, after
the passing of the Younyx Plan, hastened to rush through the
Law for the Deience of the Realm.

But the revolutionary proletariat will never recognise this
Iaw of international finance capital and of capitalist Germany.
The declaration of the C.P. of Germuauy states:

“In the same way as already the Spartacus League rea
jected the Versailles Treaty. just as we Communists
reiccted the Dawes Plan in 1924 and conducted a strugele
against it, we are now, in complete unanimity with the
Commmunist Partics of France, Encland. Maly, Belzium,
Poland and the Soviet Union, under the leadership of
the Commumist International. conducting the ruthless
struggle against the Young Pact and its brutal policy of
extracting tribute. Hermann Miiller's and Hiundenburg's
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signatures to this Pact are not valid for the working class
of Germany. The German working class will destroy
this Pact by the victory of the proletarian revolution.”

As surely as the Five-Year Plan of Socialist construction
will be realised in fess than five years, just as surely will
the 59 year Plan of financial caplitalist piundering under the
Young Plan not last fifty, even five years. he
enslavement of the toilers of Germany is not a national
German affair, it must needs lead to the suppression an
increased exploitation of the French, English, Czech. Italian
and American proletariat. Hence the struggle against the
Young Plan will be an international struggle, and this struggle
will ultimately destroy the Young Plan, this system of

_jmperialist oppressios.

o——

The Fight against the “Anti~terror Law”
: in Austria.

By Oesterreicher (Vienna).

The fight against the “Anti-terror Law"”, as the exceptional
jaw against the Austrian working class is called, has entered

“on a serious phase.

had made an agreement with the
the winter session of the National
of March, so that the “Anti-terror
Law” would have been dealt with only in the Spring session.
They hoped thereby to gain time in order. very cautiously, t0
prepare the working class for the necessary acceptance of the
Bill and to come in the meantime to an agreement with the
Christian and fascist trade unions.

Bat the government wants to have the “Anti-terror Law”
passed without any amendments, and immediately. Therefore,
the government parties have broken the agreement made with
the social democrats; the National Council is busy at work in
order to pass the “Anti-terror Bill” by next week. In addition,
the Christian and fascist trade unions have broken up the joint
conference with the social democratlc trade union bureaucrats.

The social democrats

The “Arbeiter-Zcitung" is highly indignant and declares ¢
" Near East.

that the christian and fascist trade unions ‘‘have deserted over
to the enemy”. As if they were not previously the greatest
-enemies of the class-conscious working class.

The social democcrats had intended themselves to bring
about that which was the real purpose O the “Anti-terror

Law". i. e. to break the monopoly of the free trade unions and
the factories, by means -

to let the yellow strike breakers into
of a voluntary agreement with the yellow trade unions. But
the government wishes to undertake a triai of strength, it wis-
hes to provoke the workers.

The working class is aware of this: it realises the dan-
gers threatening it by the passing of this law. There prevails
great unrest in the factories. such as did not even prevail at
the time of the struggle against the fascist alteration of the
The government has therefore placed all govern-
ment building under increased police protection, and even had
police posted at the cates of the biggest factories.

The workers of the Flat works in Floridsdorf (a snburb of
Vienna) have replied to this provocation with a strike. deman-
ding from the management the immediate withdrawal of the
police. This was conceded and thereupon work was resumed.
A similar mood prevails in other factorics, a great struggle can
break out any day.

In a big functionaries meeting of the social democratic
party in Floridsdorf great opposition was expressed to the
factics of the leaders. Many workcers demanded that the anti-
terror law be prevented by all means.

The government is trying to break the resistance of the
workers by terrorist measures. 1he “Rote Fahne” is now
again being coniiscated almost daily. In St. Polten a demon-
stration of a few hundred unemployed on the 6th of March
was not only attacked by the police and gendarmerie, but also
bv the military. In Berndorf mass arrests were carricd out
among the unemployved. House searches and arrests of Com-
munist functionaries are a dailv occurrence.

Of course this shows that the government is seized by a
fecling of insecuritv and is panic stricken in face of the
growing revolutionisation of the working class.

‘the Soviet Union.

" in this campaign are:
" against the emancipation

: Pan-lIslamic movement.

¢ hammedans in the Soviet Union”,

The Attack upon the Soviet Umnion
and the Islamic World.

By D. Safor (Angora).

Byiﬁsh imperialism has for years been making particularly
intensive war preparations against the South Eastern parts o
the Soviet Union. The attack on this side not only possesses
great strategical importance as a flank attack, but the im-
mediate obiect of this attack would be, on the one hand,
Turkistan and, on the other hand, the rich oil wells of Batum-
Baku. This section of war preparations renders it necessary
for England to mobilise all the Mohammedan peoples against
Sov Every Eastern specialist of British foreign
policy is not without reason, continually repeating that “‘the
British Empire is the greatest Mohammedan empire of the
world”. British policy in India and in the Near Fast has for
decades been aiming at «“collaboration” with the Mohammedans.
The first serious rebuffs which British imperialism received
in these territories was the declaration of independence of
the three States: Turkey, Persia and Afghanistan.

This independance would never have been attained and -
would never have lasted for any length of time, had not the
power of the liberated Soviet Republics backed up the in-
dependence movements of these countries. This fact determines
the twofold character of British war preparations, which are
not only directed against the Soviet Union, but also aim at
annihilating the independence of the above-mentioned three

; Staates.

The means which the British imperialist agents are using
support of the reactionary clergy. of
the conservative feudal sections, and of counter-revolution
movement of the Mohammedan
British imperialism has for years supported the
At first it attempted to form a bloc
with the Sultan of Turkev; after his dethronement it was
intended to establish an Arab Caliphate under British pro-
tection in order to consolidate the reactionary forces in the
When this attempt proved abortive, a Caliphate
Congress was convened in Cairo whicl likewise failed. Then
various adventures were undertaken, as for instance the attempt

»

peoples.

. to make use of the peasants revolts in Kurdistan (against
Mustapha Kemal Pascha), in Arabistan, and in Afghanistan.

All these having failed, we are now witnessing a new wave
of imperialist offensive, under the slogans: Rescue the Islamic
world!”, “Holy war for the defence of the persecuted Mo-
“Defence of the endangered -

© religious possessions” etc.

This propaganda is conducted with great vehemence by
the newspaper organs of the Mohammedan countries pribed
by the British. It fails in those countries where the national
movement is already strong enough to come forward against
“the survivals of clerical feudalism. But even in the countries
which are under British influence, the extreme nationalists i. €
those who are against a compromiise with British imperialism.
sharply opnose the anti-Soviet policy. This can be said 0
the extreme nationalists in Iraq, and the radical nationalists
in other Arabian countries. |

To the extent to which, even in the most backward
Mohammedan countries, class difierentiation is proceeding and
the working class is rising. to the extent to which the contra-
dictions between the exploited masses of small peasants an
the big landowners are becoming more acnte, to the samne
extent the reactionary clergy, who are allied with England,
will be less and less able to incite the masses against the
Soviet Union.

The issue of the previous reactionary adventures sunDOﬁed
by the British proves that the attempt to make use of the
religious fanaticism of the masses has been abortive. If one
speaks of a Holy War, then one can say, without incurring
the danger of committing an error. that for the masses the
holy war against the imperialist robbers is the only popular
one. The flank attack on the Soviet Union can. if it is under-
taken, result in a big surprise for British imperialism.
ventures to place rifles in the hands of the Mohammefi-"‘“
masses in order to direct these against the Soviet Unioth
these riiles will be certainly turned against the foreign ¥
ploiters. . :‘

X
AGAINST COLONiAL OPPRESSION |
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‘CGrusade _against the Soviect Union

Financial Capital in Papal Robes.

(A Pamphlet).
By NNBukharin.

For thirteen years the broad masses of the workers of the
land of the Soviets, led by the foremnost fighting ranks of the
worker vanguard, have been struggling to safeguard the red
frontiers, and to build up the new life. The difficult stage of
transition, now being passed through at highest tension by the
hereic army of the proletariat, involves enormous sacrifices
for the masses of town and country. The last copeck is given
to further the feverishly rapid work of reconstruction,
incredible exertions are made to ensure a ferro-concrete
foundation upon which the gigantic and stable structure of
Communism is to stand for centuries; these people, who have
overthrown the power of the large landowners, the power of
capital, choose to suffer bitter nced to-day, to give the best
out of their lives, solely that they may reorganise thelr
economy to its profoundest depths, and that they may replace
the obsolete and rusty technics of wood and leather by a
system of glittering metal, cnsuring that to-morrow it will be
possible to work more easily, to produce immecasurably more,
to live better, more cleanly, with more light and air, more
sensibly. .

And precisely at this moment, when the working masses
are exerting their utmost efiorts, are straining every muscle
to overcome the diificulties of the present, out of which they
are building their future, when—in spite of partial failures and
disappointments—they have made great hcadway in the work
which is absorbing all their attention and energy, precisely at
this moment a wild bacchanalia is renewed among their foes
abroad. Roman cardinals and Georgian coiners, generals of
various staffs and pricsts of various gods and churches, Euglish
lords and French usurers, American moncy-bags and bishops
of the church of England, Washington scnators and Swedish
dukes, professors and courtesans, police spies and the Holy
Father at Rome himscli, the representative of the apostle and
oi God, the infallible prince of the church—one and all they
prcach the *“true spiritnal crusade of civilisation against
barbarism™. to rcreat the words, stecped in hypocriscy and
in desire for brutality, of the “‘Popolo di Roma”, the ucwspaper
of the Fascist headsmen. Truly the Fascists are*just the right
people to adopt this noble pose!

The whole of this wild dance of counter-revolution, this
cannibalistic howling of all these secular and ecclesiastical
hyenas, accompanied by the clanking of spurs, the rattling of
sabres, the swing of the ceusers, is a “moral” preparation of
an attack on the Soviet Union. Fall upon the Bolshevist
country, you princes, kings, and lords! Give your clinking
coinage, you enlightened bankers and industrialists! Get ready
your dynamite, you masters of the war workshops! Counter-
feiters are in danger! Oil is in danger! Markets are in danger!
Capiralist property is in danger! God is in danger!

Most esteemed ladies and gentlemen. honorable sirst You
will not frighten us with vour howlings. But do.not be offended
f we revcal your true countenance to the masses of the
pcople, make it clear to them that you are showing your
fangs. You do not care to remove the masks from your none
too handsome faces! Then do not be indignant if we tear them
off, and i your delicate skin is injured in the process, where
the mask sticks too firmly.

* *

»

That miserable rag calling itseif the “Rigasche Rund-
schau™, in its issue No. 33 of 10th February 1930, referring 1o
the message from the holy Pius. designates that foolishly
garrulous and yet belligerent document as a “long-cxpected
great ofiensive on the part of the Catholic church against
heathen Bolshevism, and against Bolshevist Russia™. The attack
has been opened as a general attack on the whole front
by this declaration of war, although the frail hand of the
warlike high priest is guided by forces infinitely more powerful
than that of the existing archaeological Roman Sec itscif.

But only see, the Christian Father is terribly disquieted af
this “persecution of religion” in the Soviet Union. He recails
to mind that as early as 1922, he proposed at the Genoa Cone
ference that all the Powers represented there should submit a
joint ultimatum to the Soviet government: Recognition solely
on condition of “respect for conscience, for the free practice
of religion, and for the property of the church™. Alas! ne
laments, the Powers did not listen to me! They preferred
the things of this earth to those of heaven!

And now the day of requital is come. The pope eagerly
seizes on the inventious of the raging boulevard press. these
tales of imaginary bloody horrors, served up ad nauseam to
the herd of the Philistines by the inkslingers of these papers:
he calculates the balance of losses, blesses his warriors, curses
the “oppressors of religion™, and rises to really dizzy heights
of historical pathos. How he gives it to them!

_“The organisers of the atheist campaign and of the
anti-religious front aim above all at the degeneration of
youth, by exploiting its naive and unenlightencd state.”

These evil-doers, instead of educating young peoble in
the spirit of science and of civilisation, in the spirit of honour
and justice which “cannot thrive and flourish without religion™,
organise them in leagucs of militant atheists, sow ‘moral,
cultural, and even economic ruin™, carry on anti-humanitarian
propaganda, infcct them with every vice, with dangerous
matcrialism: they force children to denounce their fathers,
arranze blasphemous carnival festivals, force people to abandon
religion by depriving them of bread tickets, dwellings, etc., if
they refuse, and the like.

Here the pope’s imagination is inspired by a truly divine
afflatus: He invents “hair-raising” atrocities. And the logical
result of all this balderdash, this storm attack on paper, is a
sounding appeal, which, hke the trump of the Apocalyptical
archangel, of the leader of the celestial army. the warrior. the
judge. will destroy root and branch the seat of the materialist
pestilence, the land of the Red monster, where there are no
crowns and no princes, and where even the kulaks stand as
if on glowing coals.

We follow the regulations of European civilisation. and
request the citizen Pope to produce, first of all, his identie
fication papers. Your papers, your historical papers, Mo-
signore?

Papal magnificence has passed through various phases,
and at its sources we find a nuinber of dirty and frauduient
falsifications. Under Pope Stephan II King Pepin the short
presented the “church state™ to the princes of the church, in
return for aid in the war against the Langobards. But at once
a forged document was drawn up converting this bargain, both
commercial and bloady, into a “present from Coustantine tie
Great”. This gives an idca of the origin of papal property.
About the middle of the IX. century a large number of forged
documents put in an appearance, including the so-called
“pseudo-Isidorian decretals”. and were zealously circulated.
The collections of forged enactments showed the Pope to be
neither more nor less than the “head of the whole world”,
The impudent forgery was exposed as such. But in the history
of the Holy See it is a “sacred document”. This gives an idea
of the historical passport of citizen Pope.

Thus we see the very beginnings of papal existence soiled
with blood and dirt, war and forgery, and these are the in-
fluences which have shaped the whole subsequent development
of this sorry iInstitution.

The papacy. represented by the highly reverend holder of
the papal throne. possesses not only economic access to the
pulse of the world’s daily life. The Holy Fathers have created
for themselves a comprehensive scholastic theory, whose rusty
iron clamps crush the unhappy brains of all the servants of the
Catholic church. This theory was formulated by the famous
Thomas of Aquinus at the end of XIII. ceutury, in his ,Ency-
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clopedia and Theology™, The encyclica of the Pope Leg X111,
issued on 4th August, 1879, stil] imposed upon the servants
of the church the obligation of studying Thomas. This is the
most elaborate theoretical programme of the papacy.

But what .do we find n this learned Encyclopedia with
Fespect to tolerance, freedom of conscience, and the other
excellent things which the worthy Pius is making so free with
at present? “Heresy is a sin for which the guilty are not
only to be expelled from the church, but are to be removed
from this world by death.” This is the first commandment of the
pontiiicate  Nowadavs. of course, the arms of the Pope do not
reach so far; pontificial power has greatly decreascd and the
peacock’s tail has been thoroughly rumpled by the inevitable,
by history. But when this withered vampire attemipts 1o
sharpen his claws once more, when he leans for aid on the
still mighty forces of the impcrialist soul-murderers, wlen he
assumes the mask of tolerarce. then his own executioner's
command must be thrown in his teeth: “The heretic (therefore,
he who is not a slave of the Pope) must be removed from this
world by death.”

cre, it may be observed. “deeds” have again preceded
“words”. The memory of Pope Pius XI has obviously failed
im altogether in his chatter ahout the “theory and practice”
of the Holy Chair. One must surely be a very thorough going
Scoundrel. a hypocrite from head to feet. to he able to come
orward with a message so honey-sweet and simulianeou«ly
slanderaus as this latest production of the Pope. whilst having
at the same time such frichtful crimes on one's conscience: For
will not the breaking of bones. the death rattle. the smell of
burning human flesh. the recking smoke of the stake, the
groans of the tortured—crv to heaven through ai eternitv!
The popes, with the'r inquisitions. with their Jesnits, with their
“crusades”, with their savare extermination of “heretics”, with
their barbarity, their venality. thejr intrigues, will not escape
the impartia] tribunal of history!

Your Holiness! Do you not remember the decision of
Your Council of Rheims in 1157, prescribing that the faces of
heretics were 1o be branded—in the most “humane” “tolerant™,
and “Christian™ manner, and with “al] respect to freedom of
conscience”—with a red-hot iron? Do vou not remember g
similar decision passed by yvour Holy Conncil at Oxford in
1166! Do vou not remembher the decisions of (le I ateran
Council of 1178, used (in HS1) when the “crusade” awainst qll
“enemies of the church”™ was proclaimed. ®and when, for the
Pirpose of the masg extermination of “heretics™. (he papal

beas: granted indulgence in advance for not less than two
vears for all sins? :

Do vou not remembher the so-called “estblishments” of
Louis the Holy, in 1279, Including an article condemning
“heretics™ to he burnt alive? Do You not remember tlje legi-
sation under the Emperor Fricdrich 1. (enactments issned
1220 to 1239). based on the decisions of the Lateran Council,
lerislation outlawing the heretics, consigning to etcrnal dam-
nation all thejr “helpers”, “defenders”. and “advocates”, ex-
posing their property to confiscation, their houses to barbarous
destruction® g vou not remember the decision of the Conn.
cil of Narbonne, in 1229 and of the Council of AR, demandine
that every boy over the ave of 14, angd every girl over 12, hag
to denounce any body? (Hence. Holv Father, vour <landerons
blackenings of the Soviet country and of our youth!)

Do vou not remember, vou old hvnocrite. the decisions
bassed by the Counci] of Narbonne in 1244, decreeing that the
secnlar judee who hesitated to order the execution of a heretic
should himself suffer the death nenalty? Do vou nor remember
the decisiong of the Council of Constance (141%) which caused
John Huss to be burned, ang enacted that al Hiscites were
to be “punished by fire”, that is. burnt at the stake?

The Catholje church raced with fire and sward in almost
€verv part of Europe. Like a swarm of greedy locnsts it has
descendeq upon everv quarter of the earth insimating ha
brutalities in the colonies, an actnal murderer of the neoples,
the more revolting thay it conccals the hloody orgics of trade
capital behind words of “love and compassion”,

But why this savage war fever? Thig is very simply ex-
plained. The Holv Fathers have fought with fire and sword
avainst the heretics for the reason that—as the cxtremely
moderate historicql student of the inquisition, G. Ch. Lee. who
is by no means a Rolshevist, but a pioyg American hook-
seller, observes—*yyith very few exceptions the ruling classes
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N. B.) do not renounce worldly power like Peter, but carry
on wars on land and sca for kingdoms and for power, inciting
the subjects against the rulers, shedding blood and injecting
poison.” : . :

This is the true and actual countenance of the papal chair.
Aud this picture does not by any mecans exhaust the whole
moral and political physiognomy of the pope.

Above all, the popes have been avaricious and bloody
conquerers, shrinking from no means for the suppression of
their enemies and semi-friends. The bistory of the papacy is
the history of endless wars, conspiracics, diplomatic fraunds,
faithless betrayals, secret murders, innumerable predatory
raids. These feudal barons, princes, emperors, have striven
constantly to add to their lands, and the “sacred appeals™ for
struggles in defence of the Christian faith, against hcresy, in
support of the word of truth, etc., have been nothing but a
despicable cloak for very prosaic ainis, The growing demands
of the popes, the lengthening of their tentacles, have invariably
been accompanied by fresh theories confirming, in a “Christian
manner”, the ever fresh degrees of power assumed by the
highest priest of Rome.

The combatting of heresy has been accompanied by con-
fiscations in the favour of the popes. The combatting of the
‘“‘enemies of the church” has indeed altogcther tended to swell
the possessions of the popes. The fight against those princes
who protested against the greed of the Holy Chair brought
when victorious ever more lund into the hands of the popes.
The struggle for the “holy land” the struggle for the colonics
(under the slogan of a struggle for the Christian faih) extended
the area under papal taxation. Arid all this has been laid down
in the doctrine of the especially privileged position of the
Holy Father in Rome. Pillage, war and rebbery have become
part of the profitable world of the blessing of God, the more
easily that they have found the key to the casket containing
this blessing preci§ely in the possession of the Holy Father.

Gregory VII. (1073—1085) laid down the thesis that the Pope
is the ruler of the whole world, and put this thesis into actnal
practice by excommunicating Henry 1V., and obliging him to
undertake his penitential pilgrimage to Canossa. Innocent III,
(1198—1216) concretised Gregory's thesis by a formulation of
the iden of the papal love of power, according to which the
kings of the earth are the vassals of the Pope, and the Pope
himself, if not actually higher than our Lord Jesus Christ, is
certainly above the whole human race. Bonifacius VIII, de-
clared that the Pope must hold in his hands not only the spiri-
tual sword, but the temporal; with this raised the question of
war as method of Christian intervention to a “principle”.

Pope Innocent Iil, having laid down that the sclection of
the emperor must depend “fundamentally and finally” upon the
Roman See, the Council of Trient (1563) placed the Pope over all
general councils, and on 18th July, 1870, on the eve of the
Paris Commme, on the threshold of the XX, century, at a
moment when the natural sciences were sweeping triumphant-
ly forward, the dogma of the infallibility of the Pope was laid
down! It is true that this “dogma” was accepted at a time
when the tentacles of the Pope had already been clipped three-
quarters short, but it is none the less characteristic of the
greed and avarice of the popes.

We must remember that these anointed of the Lord are
transformed instantaneously into wild beasts as soon as the
historical situation permits them to extend their claws. The
archbishop Peter of Blols (XIII. ccntury) described the ponti-
fical judges as “adders, exceeding serpents and basilisks in
their rage”, Hildebert of Mans (see Lee as above) declared
with regard to the papal high priests:

“They comprehend like a stone; they judge like a beam:
they ignite like a fire; they are as sly as a fox; proud as

a bull; gluttonous as a minotaurus,”

The popes, avaricious, greedy of power and fame, have
umdl_lcted ceaseless wars not only against the “external”
€nemies, or even only against the “heretics™, but against their
own vassals, the archbishops More than this, there have been
penods' in history when there have been several popes at the
same time, fichting one another ruthlessly with fire and sword,
At the end of the XIV. century, for instance, a Holy Father
(Urban VL) was elected in Rome, another in Avignon (Clement
VL), and ll_le institution of the sole representative of the apostle
eter 'connm‘led to exist in this divided condition. In 1409 the
Council of Pisa deposed hoth the existing popes (Gregory XII.

and Benedict XIIL), and elected a third (Alexander V.). whose “)
successor was John XXIll. The council of Constance deposed
all three popes and elected Martin V. The shameful quarrels
and vile chafiering thus going on behind the scenes even led

olice to a cunning woman becoming pope.

Among the popes there have heen not only erdinary crimi-
nals; there bave been real masters of the basest and bloadiest
machinations, virtuosi in murder from ambush, pastmasters of
treachery and crime. Sixtus IV. (1471—1484) deceived his
allies, took part in assassinations, incited to wars. excommuni-
cated his enemies and caused them to be executed, persecut-
ing them with an almost insane rage. His successor Alexander,
and later, the son of Alexander, Cesare Borgia, set all Rome
in terror. He was, as Ranke, the historian of the papacy,
writes:

*“ . s . sensual and thoroughly blood-stained. Rome
trembled at the mere sound of his name. Cesare Borgia
was in constant need of money. and had many enemies.

Murders took place in Rome almost every night. The

inhabitants were afraid to move,

not tremble for fear that it would be their turn next. Those
who could not be attacked by force were poisoned.

Every conspicuously sudden death gave immediate rise to

the supposition that the Pope had a hand in the poisoning.”

Cesare Borgia killed his brother and threw his corpse into
the Tiber; he murdecred his brother-in-law: he killed his father's
favourite, who had hidden in Alexander’s cloak, striking him
down before his father’s eyes. There was no crime in which
Cesare Borgia did not break all records.

And such a brute beast as this, a monster who deserved
to be confined in an iron cage and shown as a wild beast, is
one of the glorious predecessors of Pius XI.

Degenerate and sensual ibertines, sadistic murders of the
type of Cesare Borgia, power-seeking intriguers of the type of
Sixtus 1V, gormandizing voluptuaries, to whom -murder and
robbery served as mere springboards to unheard of luxury
and the gratification of every caprice, of the type of Leo X.
These are the beings who have determined the moral (moral!)
physiognomy of the pontificate. And now it is the honest
Pius who comes forward to teach us morals, and to defend
the morality trodden underfoot by the Bolshevists. -

Yes indeed! Truly we do tread underfoot the “morality”
of the popes! Our youth, above all its proletarian divisions,
will do its utmost to ensure that never and nowhere will there
spring up, on our soil, such poisonous monsters as Sixtus.
Leo, Cesare, and Alexander. The “morality” » of brutal
murderers, the “morality” of the inquisitors, the ‘“‘morality”
of the Sadists, the “morality” of the Jesuits, the “‘moralitv”
of the erotomaniacs who conjured up the idolisation of the
“virgin Mary”, the “morality of executioners, of the sup-
pressors of science, the “morality” of dirty casuists, of greedy
usurers—be it threefold accursed, this “morality 1"

This is the “morality” of slaveowners become devils, of

enraged hagglers shrinking from nothing when - defending
“their” (stolen) goods, when defending the whele of the old
world from whose pores “blood and dirt pour”, or when they
attack everything new, when they pillage the oppressed, when
they persecute the living forces of humanity and deal in-
humanly with them. )
It has been a great game which messcigneurs the popes
have plaved, a game on a wideworld scale! Their agents,
their Jesuit fathers, their missionaries, their legates, have
penetrated everywhere: They accompanied the piratical raids
of the Spanish and Portuguese plunderers to America and
India: they went to Africa and China, and prepared the path
for the enslavement of the colonies; they applied every
method; they took immediate part in massacres; they burned
and slauxhtered whole settlements of “heathen”; they masked
themselves as semi-“heathen” (for instance as Brahmins in
India), in order to insinnate themsclves into the confidence
of peoples of other creeds (the dispute with regard to the
socalled “Chinese” and “Malabar” customs): they lied and
pretended, organised “crusades” and predatory  trading
expeditions, gaining the hate of the natives and introducing
svphilis. a disease of which several generations of popes were
the first to rot.

Among the old writings of the agent of the German world
trading house of the Welser in Augsburg, Balthasar Sprenger.
who took part in the expedition of the Portuguese Almeida
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there were none who did '
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(1505), we find a colourfy] description of the functional réle -
of papat Christianity:

“On 13th August
: people there « .. but
i - we drove them
town jteelf | .
heathen fell, bt
After we had
es‘ablished our order
Selves we first posted sentries and then
began with . and found such cnormons wealth
that j¢ cannot be retailed Eternal glory. hovour, and
worship to Godr <« . At the taking of the town there
were ten ships in all. . ., he eleventh arrived later in
a Jamentable condition, Thijs ship was calleq “Raphael™,
e German traders had a total of three ships, “St. Hiero-
nymus®, S, Raphael”, ang St. Leonhard”, These all took
part in aj expeditions ang struggeles,”
he emphasis js minc. N.B.)
Or an €xcerpt from 3 writing by Hang Mayr, written in
the Portuguese language, referring to a battle with the Moors:
“ gates were closed; we broke them open. hut
the whole courtvard wag empty. .. The whole town
i i -« The
Cans erected a cross, and the admira) took posses-
i - The whole of the men
this rich town.”
The oceans of blood which have been shed by the “zentie”
fathers of Rome are immeasurable, The present pope is
a1Xious to add another gem 'to )jg tiara. a many-coloured
evll-workinz lewel. which lie hones to gain by blowing his
otn and proclaiming a new crusade, ut in vain he sets np
2 howl pyer morality, The morality of the Pones is abominable,
And in vain he raises his outcry over science. For he popes
are the destroyers of science. In vain e raises his ourcry

over the “peoples”, for the popes are the executioners of the
Peoples,
On the
Predecessors of the present pope, Pius IX. raised a proteat,
M his sensational Encyclica (Decemner 1864), acainst the
Ieiquities of this century”. He hyrjed thunder ang lightning
at those who get reason above revelation, he condemned the
highest jaw is the wil of the peonple, He
people outside of the fold watched bv the
"¢ cannog hope for “salvation”, He damned every form of
dE!nocracy; and proved himsclf with every word to be such
@ higot, sych an obscurantist, such an enemy of enlizhtenment.
' such g retrogressmnist, such a destrover of all thought, that
tven Thiers, in his “Speeches on the Roman question ™,
reretted the publication of these encyclica,
another Piyg ventures to come forward in
! The heaps of corpses which you have on
Your Consciences, Messienrs not enouch for yout
‘.our declarations of “Infallibility”, i . in which
._";u Come f, ) i the “Arrogance of Reason™, for
“_'?that\on - 1. e, for the fairy tales and myths of antiquity,
v"‘?" have pon and supplemented by the
oers - &€ not enough for you> we
h;, ae against you ang for Science: for the multiplication

) nfal develonment is on our siget
Ve Lex(raordinary significance s the fact thyt at one time
s L bridleg his anti-Ralshevis nASsions - The qeer g
! (.,,f"d""r! tis fact was recently blurted ont by the “civilice 1
L e German General <ty the eminci ionrnalist
._u,u‘c‘)q”ﬂant conrributor 1o the “Rerliner Tageblatr™, Herr
i F"c"emer. Heowrote in he “Berliner Tageblater of
r 7 Febriary " g0
mm]“ﬁ form of the orthodax Chnrel was ln.'nken bv the
lolcthmn of 1917. Had not the moment arrived to hind

‘ e again the two great Christian communities after

ecuvipped oyre

threshold of the 20th century one of the immediate

their thousand years of separation,
appeared without a Ieadcrship?'.‘. .
path to this union would be free in
be regardeg as the underlying motive
and persistently patient attitude of Pigs X1 towards the
Bolshevist regime. T hope s now obviously buried,
So long as the Soviet State exists,” - ‘
ence the pope’s attack.

But this js not the
Papal power has passed through many phases

course of jte development. Once a
Rrown i i

in the
feudal organisation, it |y
has been closely
mercantile houses of the world,
It has participated
expeditions, and the
the Catholic church  have
the bandits and cut-throats of mercantile capital
on their sea vVovages and bloody adventures,
stand  against the Frencpy revolution and its echoes,
Napoleon Bonaparta, who troubled little about God, settled
accounts with the Pope Pius v| - took him prisoner. and forced
im to sign the -concordates turning everyvthing upside down,
whilst the government made light of the pPopes and jtself
appointed the bishops. C . -
‘he fluctuations of the process of history have influenced
Frequcntly it has gone
In 1848, for instance, Pope Pius 1X.
i duties. But after the
passed, he returned to his penates,
and the papal throne once more became a pillar of reaction ajl

of the labour movement was g
popes to raise the flag openly against socialism
nism  As early as i i
pluribus”, fel] upon the
time other “secret societies’,
issued in 1864, th

signal to the
and. commuy-
his  Encyclica “Qui

In the Encyclica “Quanta Cura”,
€ pope renewed the declaration of war against
Communism, and ip the socalled “syllabus™ he cursed commu-
nism as a “pestilence”, Leo XIIL, in the Encyclica issned on
28th December 1878, devoted especially to the “Degeneracy
of our time”, protested sharply against “socialism, communisiy,
nihilism®™, and employed every availuble means ip defence of
the sacred property of the capitalists and large landowners,

he papacy has therefore become one of the main forces set
by the béurgeoisie against the proletariat.

Of late the organisation of the Catholic Church has become -
more and more part ang narcel of financial capital.  The popes
have long Dossessed banks, estates, industrial undertakings,
Even in Protestant Germany heavy industry and the banks
are now in closest contact with the Vatican. In Italy itself the
pontificate is y great <hareholder in the banks, and maintains
a larce number of umertakings, including picture palaces

The Vatican knows very well what it
time it opposed to the uttermost the nationa) unification of
Italy, and was complietely at war with
lutionary troops of Garibaldi, it i
lini. who js prepared, for the sake of the salvation of the
national counter-revolution, to force the working class into the
position of beasts of burden kept in a not particularly wel|
kent stable. The alliance of this Fascist clique of reactionary,
ageressive, utterly anti—labour and belligerent counter-revo-
hitionists with the Vatican is a conspicuous sign that the
supreme sacrificial priest and arch—strategist of the Catholic
Church has now become one of the main instigators of intere:
nationa] counter-revolution.

The banner of the Pope is the banner of capitalist counter
revolution, the banner of onpression of the workers and
heasants of the Soviet Union, the banner of freg) bloody
Strugeles on behalf of capital,

The peonles of the Soviet Union constitute a
the earth. Boldly they raise the flag proclaiming
work undertaken in onr country,
Headed by the proletariat  and
are determined to reshape their technics  and economics,
their  manner of life ang their science, und tg create
4 new and brigther life. They have shaken off the larce
landowners and the capitalists, they have overcome pestilence
and famine, They gre CTTTving on a camnaien arainst the old”
forms of economy. Thev are creating new ncialise industries,
and are renewing the structire of the villree from ton to
bottom. They are casting aside the prejudices of centuries,

sixth part of
the great
the work of reconstruction.

led hy it harty, they
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and are striding forth from the gloomy cells of superstition,
of belief in magic and witchcrait, eut onto the broad highway
towards the construction of the new socialist order, in which
there is neither capitalism nor exploitation, neither popes nor
priests

This is the real reason why the priesthood is arming for
a fresh crusade. This is the real reason why the whole camp
of slavedrivers. of the scoundrels now still holding the rv'e in
their hands, of the speculators and dealers in human blood,
is roused to such a pitch of excitement.

But it is again the reason why the great army of the
workers of all countries, the international army of the defenders
of the Soviet Union, is rising against the armies of capital
and its pontifical Jesuits. .

And it is the real reason why the reactionary appeals of
the Pope and his archbishops for a campaign against the
Soviet Union find themselves opposed by the revolutionary
appeal of the workers of all countries: Down with capitalism!
Down with the Pope and all his archbishops!

e

The Atheist League of the U.S.S.R.
. in Figures. .
35,000 Local Groups. 2,000,000 Members. 35 Antl-Religious
Universities.

The Atheist League in the Soviet Union was founded in
1925 on the initiative of a large number of anti-religious and
natural science groups which had existed up to that time in
many working class districts and villages of the U.S.S. R.
The League is a voluntary mass proletarian organisation, which
unites in its ranks not simply unbelievers. bu: those workers
who wish to take part in an active systematic daily struggle
against religion in all its forms. as a brake on socialist con-
struction and on the cultural revolution.

The following fizures, which show the number of local
eroups and their membership, give an idca of the growth of
the militant Atheist League. X

- 1926 groups 2:421 members 87.033

1927 “ 3,121 bt 138,402

1928 . . 3,980 . 123,007
1929

Commencement “ 8,923 " 465,498
1929

. June it 10,000 “ 700,000
1930

January Ist “ 35,000 o 2,000,000

The League reccived a tremendous influx of nembers dur-
ing the recruiting period of the tast Anti-Christmas campaign.
As an example of the rapid growth of the League. we shoul
take special notice of the fact that 10,000 workers entered its
ranks in a singlc day when the churches were closed at Arte-
movsk in the Donbasin. This action became a tremendous
anti-relizious demonstration. Similar cases of ioining the
League en masse are to be found in a number of collective
farms and in villages which have taken up the full collectivi-
sation of agriculture.

Amongst the membership of the League there are about
50 % workers, about 30 % peasants and about 20 % students
and intellectuals. More than half of the members of the Leaguc
are non-Party.

A further demonstration of the rapid growth of the anti-
religious movement, which is taking in large sections of the
workers is the circulation of anti-religious literatuse, which
has increased greatly in recent periods. Thus for instance,
the circulation of the newspaper “Bezbozhnik” (Atheist) has
reached 350,000, whereas last year it was not greater than
150.000. The illustrated magazine “Bezbozhnik” has reached
150,000, the journal of anti-religious teaching methods “Anti-
Relizioznik” has a circulation of 30.000. The anii-religious
textbook for class work has run through 5 cditions in 1% years,
with 2,500,000 copies. Booklets on “Easter” were ordered by
the localities to the extent of over 1 million copies of cach
booklet. Besides the central periodical publications, there
are a number of local newspapers and magazines: “The
Factory Atheist”, “The Village Atheist” the magazine “Bez-
vgrpuk" (Unhelicver) in the Ukraine, the newspapcr “The
Militant Atheist’ in the same place, anti-religious magazines

in the Tartar, Bashkir, Armenian, Buriat, and Uzbek languages.
“The fight against religion is the fight for socialism™ —
this is the.slogan under which the Militant Atheist League
carries on its work., The League does not only carry oi
anti-religious propaganda by word of mouth, by discussions,
speeches and lectures. It is at the same time an advanc

detachment of the proletariat, which takes an .active part in
all social and political campaigns Such campaijgns as grain
collecting, sowing, collectivisation are used by

organisations to express their reactionary and pernicious

" activity. The League however is not idle in such cases. Sec-
tions of the M.A.L. and individual members” of the Leaﬁue
they

take a direct part in the collectivisation of agriculture,
organise collective farms, agitate among the peasants tO join
them, they struggle against counter-revolutionary agitation
which Is developed by the kulaks and the church and by
various sects ot the subiect of collective farms. Every cultu-
ral movement, for instance the liquidation of illiteracy amolg
adults, finds the M. A. L. taking part in it. Thus., many nuclei
of the M.A.L. have organised the teaching of illiterates at
their own expense, and at the same time have formed various
courses and classes for their own members.

In the Soviet Union, classes for studying natural science
are set up in the nuclei of the League. These classes study
problems connected with anti-religious propaganda. Special
courses and seminaries are organised. During recent periods.
the evcning workers' and peasants’ universities have become
very popular, and there are already more than 35 of them in
the USSR. with one year and two year courses. The uni-
versities, courses, seminaries and classes prepare cadres of
activists and propagandists, of whom there are still too few
in the League. The active section of the League is still many
times smaller than those tremendous forces of darkness. the
result of centuries of superstition, which the religious bodies
have at their disposal. But behind the atheists stand the broad
working masses who are being swept by the class struggle
and by the tremendous success of socialist construction in the ;
USSR, in the direction of atheism. ’

— TERNATIONAL CONFERENCE | |
OF THE .

FRIENDS OF SOVIET RUSSIA |

The Cémpaign of the Friends of Soviet
Russia in England.

[
By Vic. Wm. Parker. ‘ :

The past few years has witnessed a tremendous process
of differentiation in England, a process which has affected the
Friends of Soviet Russia, as it.has affected every other section
of th: working class movement; any organisations standing { -
for a clear cut class policy, or for a policy of support for the
Soviet Union, have drawn down upon themselves h
of the Labour Party opportunists and lackeys.
too despicable for these people in their efforts to hold back | -
the development of the working class movement. .

Everything possible is being done to prevent the messate | -
of the F. O. S. from being i
over whom these people have any control, and to prev ,
work from bearing fruit. Amongst the methods used have beei . .
the deliberate suppresion of invitations and leaflets sent out "
by the Friends of Soviet Russia to the Trade Union branches i -
and Co-op Guilds. and. of course, to Local Labour Parties:
Sonetimes these efforts have failed. and the genuine proletarla"'
sympathy for the first Workers' Republic has broken t)n:mutll. _
all barriers, but all too oiten the screen has been sufhclfiﬂ“y' N
strong to effect its purpose, and to a certain extent the Friends-
have found themselves cut off from large sections of te
organised working class. d

At the same time the process of differentiation has reachf .
right through to the supposedly “left” elements tm)Oﬂﬁ the
leadership, and has had the salutary effect of revealing ““f;g _
in their true cotours. ‘Those who took part in the first World
Congress of the Friends—witness A. J. Cook, "'"'e';
and Co.—are amongst the leaders in the movement aﬂ":?ei
Soviet Russia and in support of the v;ﬁy system they have
themselves condemned. / ,
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However, now that they are gone, and we know exactly
where they stand and how much they are worth to the workers
struggle, the air is cleared, and we can commence to build
now upon the firmer basis of the workers themselves, who
alone can be depended on in the hour of need to stand by
Soviet Russia, and to build up the movement.

The first great achievement of the Friends since the revival
of the movement in England was the organising of a genuine
workers delegation to visit the Soviet Union on the occasion
of the Twelith Anniversary of the October Revolution. A
wide-spread campaign was conducted throughout the whole
country, meetings and conferences were called, hundreds of
pounds were collected, and representative workers from the
main industries were chosen to visit the Soviet Union and see
for themselves the great work of building up Socialisin in
course of progress. On their return a number of delegates
were faced with victimisation. Fred Shelley, for instaice, a
foundry worker from Halstead, Essex—although he had been
guaranteed his position when he returned—found himseli wit-
hout a job. Others were treated in a similar fashion. Halls
were denied them in which to report on their visit, and a
complete boycott was established by the bourgeois and social
democratic press. Nonetheless, all obstacles were broken
down, many well attended meetings were held—some in the
in the actual factories from which the delegates had been
sent—and the truth about the S. U. was carried to a large
number of workers who certainly would not have heard it
in any other way. In addition, the Report has been published
in a neat and attractive form and is selling rapidly.

Next in order among the achievements of the British
Sectlor has been the publication of a regular monthly pic-
terial — “Russla To-Day”. This is a bright and attractive
paper,” profoscly illustrated and containing short, wellwritten
and informative articles about life in the SU., and about the
progress of the Five Years' Plan. The first edition of 2,500
copies has been sold out, and so great has been the demand
for the second number — which is even better — that the
order has had to be increased from the printers, and the
British comrades are confident of building up a large, steady
circulation for the paper. Other literature, including Lit-
vinov's speech on the “Foreign Policy of the S.U.". has been
published, and is finding a ready sale.

Most recent, and most important of all, has been the
organisation of a counter campaign to the Pope’s slanderous
attack on the S. U., which has been linked up with the election
of delecates to the forthcoming International Conference of the
Friends, to be held in Essen, on March 22nd and 23rd. In
England. as in Germany, the attack has been very bitter, and
exceptionally well organised.

The Friends have organised counter-demonstrations in the
meetings of the reactionarics themselves, and have received
an amount of support from the general public which has sur-
prised themselves! A special lcailet, “Oil, War and Religion™
has been printed and widely distributed at these mectings, and
elsewhere.

The Friends have however, not been content to remain
merely on the defensive. A grcat meeting was orcanised by
the Friends in the Essex Hall, in the centre.of London. at
which that large building was packed to capacity to hear
speeches by Comrades Saklatvala. Noel, the “red Vicar of
Thaxted”, and by Dr. Dunstan, commuuist candidate for
Bethnal Green in the recent General election. Members of
the workers delegation were also present and spoke, while,
Tom Bell, General Secy of the Friends in England occupied
the chair. The meeting was most enthusiastic, a record
collection was taken, and a larze quantity of literature was
sold. Meetings have becn held recently in Burnlev. Tod-
morden, Stoneholme., Rochdale. Daneshouse. Nelson, Perth —-
where as a result a new local of the Friends has been formed
— and in other parts. All these meetings are drawing inter-
eited and enthusiastic audiences.

In addition to all this the British Section has held a suc-
cessful National Conference at Shoreditch Town Hall, where
the new constitution was discussed, a National E.C. clected.
and plans drawn up for the building up of a mass organisation
in England.

It is plain, therefore, that the British Comrades are getting
down tn their tasks in a most determined and eneretic manner.
}Vlthin a comparutively short space of time a real lot of hard
and useful work has been accorsplished.

" SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION
IN THE SOVIET UN'ON

The Fight against “Left“ Extravagances in
Collectivisation. '
The C. C. of the C. P. S. U. to all Party Organisations.

Moscow, 15th March 1930.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union has directed the following circular to all party
organisations: )

Reports made to the Central Committee concerning the pro-
gress of the collectivisation movement show, apart from real
and serious successes, that in some districts the policy of the
Party has in some cases been distorted,

Above all the principle of voluntarism in the formation of
collective undertakings has been violated. In a number of
districts voluntarism has becn replaced by compulsion under
threats such as the withdrawal of the franchise etc. In conse-
quence a section of the middle peasants and even of the poor
peasants have been treated as Kulaks. In one or two districts
the number of such “Kulaks™ rose as high as 15%. and the
numbers of those persons who were deprived of the franchise
as high as from 15 to 20 %. There have also been cases of
extremely brutal, abominable and criminal treatment of the -
population on the part of some lower officials, who were
occasionally themselves the victims of counter-revolutionary
elements who had wormed their way into the organisation
(plundering, division of property, the arrest of middle—and
even poor peasants etc.). In a number of districts the prepa-
ratory work for the collectivisation and the patient enlighten-
ment of the poor and middle peasants concerning the funda-
mentals of the party policy has been replaced by bureaucratic
decreeing of inflated figures and the artificial increase of the
percentage share of the collective undertakings (in a number
of districts the collective undertakings “increased” in a few
days from 10 % to 90 %).

This violates the well-known dictum of Lenin that the
collective undertakings can be strong and prosperous only
when they are based on voluntarism. ‘The decision of the
16th Conference of our Party, according to which the appli-
cation of compulsion for the formation of collective undertakings
is nrohibited. is being violated. The Statutes of the agricultural
artels, confirmed by the Council of People’s Commissars and
by the Central Executive Committee of the Soviet Union,
which expressly declare that the landworkers and the poor
and middle peasants ,voluntarily join together to form an
agricultural artel are being violated.

Apart from these distortions of the party policy, imper-
missible and damaging cases have occurred in some places
where living houses, small cattle, poultry and milch cattle
not intended for marketing purposes have been socialised by
compulsion, and in this connection attempts have been made
to jump foolishly from the artel iorm of collectivisation, which
is one of the fundamental links of the collectivisation move-
ment, to the commune. These comrades forget that neither the
poultry nor the cucumber ,problem”, but the grain problem
is the main problem of our agriculture. They forget that at the
moment the agricultural artel is the basic form of the collecti-
visation movement and not the commune. They forget that this
is iust the reason why the Party considered it necessary to
provide statutes for the agricultural artel and not for the
agricultural commune. As a result of this foolish attitude the
collectivisation movement has been discredited in a number of
districts, and the peasants are leaving a series of Communes
and artels which were botched together in haste and there-
fore lacked stability and vitality. :

Thus the standpoint of the Party. according to which the
basic form of the collectivisation movement at the present
moment is the artel and not the commune, is violated. The
well-known decision of the Central Committee of the
6th January, 1930. according to which the artel is the basic
form of the collectivisation movement and a thoughtless iump
from the artel to the commune is impermissible, is bcing
violated.

The Central Committee also considers it necessary to
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point to the absolutely impermssible distortions of the party
policy with regard to the struggle against religious prejudices
and superstitions, and with regard to the commodity exchange
between town and country. We. refer to the administrative,
closing. of churches without the approval oi the overwhelming
major'ty of the village in question, an action which in most
cases results in the strencthening of such religious prejudices
and superstitions, and to the closing down of the markets
which has taken place in some districts and which leads to a
deterioration of the supplies for the towns. There is no doubt

that such practices, which are carried on under the flag of

“left-wing” phrases, bring grist to the mill of the counter-
revolution and have nothing in common with the policy of
our Party.

The Central Committee regards all these distortions as
the resnlt of direct violations oi the policy of our Party and
oi the decisions of the leading organs of our Party, whereby
the only. result can be the preparation of the ground for the
strengthening of the right-wing elements in the Party.

The Central Committee regards all these distortions as
the main hindrance at the moment for the further development
of the collectivisation movement, and as a direct support of
our class enemies.

The Central Committee is of the opinion that a further
speedy development of the collectivisation movement and the
liquidation of the Kulaks as a class, are impossible without
the immediate abolition of these distortions

The Central Committee makes it the duty of all party
organisations: .

1. to abandon the compulsory methods of collectivisation
adopted in certain districts, and to continue to work per-
sistently to draw the peasantry to the collective undertakings
on the basis of voluntarism, and to strengthen the already
existing collective undertak ngs;

2 teo draw the attention of the officials to the necessity
for improving the collective undertakings and the organisation
of the work 1n the fields whereby the consolidation of the
successes already achieved in the collectivisation movement,
and the organisational economic shaping of the agricultural
artels must be guaranteed by the necessary economic and
partv-politica! measures;

3. not .tc permit the transformation of agricultural artels
into agricultural communes without the confirmation of the

_district collective associations or of the district executive

committee. and to put a stop to the compulsory socialisation
of living prem:ses. small cattle, poultry and milch cattle not
intended for marketing purposes;

4 te revise the lists of those persons who have been
discriminated against as Kulaks and of those persons who
have beer deprived of the franchise. and to make good all
errors which have been committed with rerard to middle
peasants, memhers of the former red guerilla groups., and
relatives of villege school teachers and of members of the
Red Army and Navy:

5. to follow strictly the rule excluding Kulaks and such
persons as have been deprived of the franchise, but to make
exceptions in the case of families where members have loyally
served the Soviet power as members of the former red
guerilla groups. as members of the Red Army and Navy or
as village schooi teachers. providing that the categories
mentioned are prepared to undertake a guarantee for their
relatives; )

B to forbid the closing down of markets. and to re-open
such markets as have alreadv been closed down. at the same
time leaving it open to the discretion of the peasants,
including also the members of collective undertakings, to sell
their products on the markets: .

7. to put a decisive stop to the practice of closing down

W churches administrativelv on the pretext that the voluntary

wish of the population is behind the closing, The closing down
of churches is only permissable where the overwhelming
maiority of the population is really in favour of it, and then
on'v after the decision of the peasant meeting has been
confirmed bv the district executive committee  Those persons
who are guilty of offen<ive insults to the religious feelings of
the ~eo ante must be broaght to account: and

S to remove all officials from their posts who are unable
or unwilling te fiunt encrgetically acvainst the distortion of the
party policy, and to replace them by others.

Mode: Staiutes tor Asricu tural Production
- Co~operatives (Artels).

We publish -below model statutes for agri-
cultural production co-operatives adopted by tie
central body for collective undertakings and con-
i.rmed by the supreme Soviet authorities. The
reader will derive from them a concrete picture
of how the majority of the collective farms will
be set up and details regarding their work in the
immedia:e future, Editor.

L. Aims and Objects.

** 1. The agricultural! workers, poor peasants and middle
peasants of the village of . .. district . . . province ... vo-
luntarily unite in an agricultural production co-operative in
order to.build up with common means of production and com-
mon collective labour a collective big farm and thereby to
secure the real and complete victory over the kuiaks, over all
exploiters and enemies of the toilers, the real and comple:e
victory over poverty and ignorance and over the backwardness
of the small individual farms. and to guarantec a high produc-
tivity of labour as well as considerable production of come
modities by the collective farms.

I. The Land. .

2. All hedges and fences dividing the holdings of land
of the members of the production co-operatives shal be
abolished and all plots of land thrown into one larze area of
land to be cultivated collectively by the produciion co-
operative, .

In socialising all holdings of land to the fullest extent, the
land lying immediately in the neighbourhood of the houses
(vegetable gardens, fruit gardens etc.) shall remain for indi-
vidual use, while at the same time. when necessary and on the
decision of the co-operative executive. to be confirmed by the
general meeting, the extent of the gardens can be altered.

3. The uniform area of land belonging to the co-operative
must not in any circumstances be reduced. The allotment of
land to members leaving the production co-operative, at the
cost of the area of land belonging to the co-operative is for-
bidden. Members leaving the co-operatives can receive land
only from the free reserves of land in possession of the Statc.

HI. Means of Production,

4 The following are socinlised: a!l draught cattle, agricul-
tural buildings and implements, all cattle yielding produce for
the market, all stores of sced and fodder, to the extent neces-
sary for carrving on the co-operative farms. and all machine
and instruments for working up products. The dwelling houses
of members of the co-operative are not socialised.

In socialising the agricnltural inventary the smaller tools
necessary for cultivating the gardens remain for the individual
use of the members of the co-operative.

If necessary the co-operative exezutive shall set apart from
the socialised draught animals a minimum number neceded for
serving the personal rcequirements of members of the co-
operative. .

Where farms have only one cow. the latter is not socia-
lised: in the case of farms with several cows, one cow is to
be left for personal nse, whilst the other are socialised. Catt'e
kept for breeding purposes will be sccialised in any case.
co-operative dairy is to be formed out of the socialised milen
COWws, :

The socialisation of small cattle. i. e. of pizs and sheep. is
underiaken in districts with a develoned small cattle industry,
the members of the co-orerative heing left a cerrain number
of small cattle. to be determined by the co-operative, In
districts where a small cat'le indus'rv dnes not cxist. pigs and
sheen are not socialised.  Poultry are not socialised.

Whi'st the small cattle and poultry remain in indiwvidual
prssessinn, the enllective farms shall organise a small caitle
and non'trv hreeding industry. )

As 2 measure of <ecnritv against bad hervests and lack of
fodder, the co-operatives shal' set by reserves of sced and
fodder, which must not be touched,
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IV. The Activity of the Production Co-operatives.

5. The administration and all members of the produclion'

cv-operatives undertake:

a) To extend the area of cultivation by utilising the whole
oi the land at the disposal of the co-operative, by improving
and working up the fallow land and throwing all plots into
viie: b) to use to the fullest extent the whole of the existing
draught animals on a co-opcrative basis, as wecll as all stock
4iid implements, all tractors and machines, all stocks of sced,
as well as other means of production; to purchasc tractors and
other means of production for the purpose of gradually going
over to mechanised farming, out of its own means and also
ou credit: ¢) to organise the practical utilisation and care of
the socialised dead and live stock, procceding from the stand-
point that the cattle and stock of the collective farims are to
be kept in a better condition than in the individual farm: d) to
improve the grazing and meadow land. as well as to carry
out the agronomic measures necessary to increase the yield
of the soil; e) to adopt veterinary and technical brecding meca-

- sures for the purpose of rapidly increasing and improving

cattle and poultry breeding for the market; f) to develop all

~other branches of agricultural production according to the

~ general meeting for confirmation.
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special local conditions, as well as handicrafts and homework
according to the conditions of the district: g) to organise the
erection of economic and communal buildings as well as
auxiliary undertakings on a co-operative basis: h) to raise the
cultural and political level of the members of the co-operative;
i} to improve the standard of living of the members of the co-
operative, before all of the women and children, with all
available means. .
’ V. On Membership.

6. The acceptance of members into the production co-
operative is undertaken by the co- operative executive, which
submits the list of the newly admitted mcmbers to the next
Workers who are constantly
employed outside of the production co-operative are not bound
to appcar personally.

7. Membership of the production co-operative is open to
all toilers who have reached the age of 16 years.

Kulaks, as well as all persons who have been deprived of
the franchise, are not admitted into the production co-operative,
Exceptions to this rule are allowed for members of such families
w which there are red partisans, members of the red army and
navy, village teachers of both sexes who are dcvoted to the
cause of the Soviet Power, on condition that they give guaran-
tees for the members of their families. .

Peasants who before entering the collective farm slanghter
or sell their cattle, get rid of their stock or maliciously sell
their seed corn. will not be accepted in the collective prodice
tion co-operative.

VL. The Means of the Production Co-operative.

8 Everyone entering the production co-operative must
Pay an admission fee in money amounting to 2 to 10 per cent
of the value of his whole property, including the socialised
@M also the non-socialised part of the farm constituting his
share, with the exception of objects of household and per-
sonal use.

Should the chief source of income of the applicant for

ission be wage labour (agronomists, teachers, employees
of authorities and institutions lying within the sphere of the
Production co-operative etc.) the amount of the entrance fee
vill be determined in each imdividual case by the executive,
but must not exceed 10 per cent of the annual income.

The entrance fee for agricultural workers is fixed at not
more than five roubles.

Workers who are permanently employed ontside of the
Productive farm pay, in addition to the 2 to 10 per cent of the
valie of their property provided by the statute, three per
ceut of their annual wage.

Note. Apart from the entrance fee, the production co-
oberative does not demand from working class members any
«iitional deductions from wages.

A postponement of payment of the entrance fee can be
granled by the execcutive only in accordance with the orders
ind for the terms fixed by the Union of collective farms. The

titrance fees are to be paid into the undividable fund of the -

roduction co-operative.

9. A quarter to onc half of the valuc of the socialised
property of the members of the co-uperative (cattle, inven-
tary, agricultural buildings etc.) is to be paid over to the
indivisible fund of the co-operative. whereby a higher peicen-
tage of the sum is payable by the stronger undartakings.
The remaining portion of the property is to be reckoned to
the share comribution of the member of the co-operative.

10. The Executive settles accounts with members leaving
the co-operative and returns to them their share contribution:
the member leaving the co-operative can only reccive land
from outside the area of the co-operative. The settlement
of such accounts will, as a rule, take place at the end of the
economic year.

11. The expenditure conuected with the farm is to be
deducted from the income of the production co-operative re-
corded at the end of the year as also the sums expended
in ynaintaining thosc incapable of work: out of these means,
contributions (from 10 to 30 per cent into the indivisible
fund and from 3 to 13 per cent into other common funds)
will be paid over to the indivisible and common fund as well
as thc amounts for wages.

VII. Organisation and Payment of Work.

12. All work on the farms of the productive co-operative
is to bc performed by the personal labour of its members in
accordance with the rule for the inner division of labour
adopted by the general mceting. Only persons possessing
special knowledze and having had an expert training" (agro-
nomists, cngineers, technicians etc.) may be epnloyed in
agricultural work in return for wages.

The temporary engagzement of workers is allowed only
in exceptional cases, when eertain work cannot be comploted
within the necessary time even with the full utilisation of all
the available labour forces of all members of the co-operative,
amd also for building work,

13. The division of labour within the co-operative is arran-
ged by the executive in accordance with the rules for the
inner division of labour. No member of the co-operative may
refuse to perform work allotted to him.

14. For the practical organisation of work of the co-
operative members, standards of work are ‘elaborated for the
varjous categories of work, specifying the quantity and the
quality of the work performed; work will be paid both
according to the hour and at piece ratces.

15. The wages of members of co-operatives are reckoned
as follows: In the course of the econoniic year not more ithan
50 per cent of the sum standing to the credit of the member
for his work may be paid out as an advance for food and
other requirements of the member (in kind or in money).
A final settlement of wages is carried out at the conclusion
of the economic year.

Note: Of the sums acquired by the co-operative members
by incidental handicraft work, between 3 amd, at most,
10 per cent. is to be paid in the common fund of the co-
operative, the co-operative to fix the amount of this con-
tribution,

16. The co-operative grants support to such of its
members as are incapacitated for woik. The conditions and
the amount of this rclief is to be fixed by the executive and
confirmed by the general meeting according to the economic
capacitics of the co-operatives, but must not exceed the
usual rate of wages.

VIII. The Enforcement of Decisions,

17. All members of the co-operative undertake to subinit
to the demands of the statutes, the decisions of the geueral
mecting and of the cxecutive, to observe the rules regarding
inner diviston of labour and accurately to fuliil the work
entrusted to them and all soctal obligations laid upon them by
the executive.

Irresponsible and negligent treatment of socialised inven-
tary and cattle will be regarded by the co-operative as
treachary to the cause of collectivisation and as practical
assistance to the enemies, the kunalks

Such tack of responsibility and neglizence in dealing with
socialised property, absence from work without adequate rea-
son and other violations of discipline, will be punished by the
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executive by the imposition of penaltics according to the rules
regarding inner division of labour, (For example: remonstra-
tion, warning. temporary suspension from work, fincs etc.) In
regard to incorrigible cases the executive shall submit to the

general meeting the question of expulsion from the co-operative,

IX. Business Masagement of the Co-operative.

18. The general meeting of members and the executive ade
minister the business of the co-operative. If the convocation
of the general mecting encounters difficulties owing to the
great number of members of the co-operative, or because they
are scattered among the settlements belonging to the co-operas
tive, the general meeting shall be substituted by a delegate
meeting. The members of the delegate meeting are to be
elected by the co-operative members in the individual settle.
ments.

19. The general meecting or delegate meeting is the highest
organ for the management of the co-operative; it decides the
most important questions of the activity of the co-operative,
elects the executive and the Revision Comittee and confirms
instructions for their work.

20. The co-operative management is elected for a year,
and is the executive organ of the co-operative and administers
its business. The executive, which divides among the co-
operative members the work of conducting co-opcrative eco=
nomy and production, imposes upon the leading members the
full responsibility for the work entrusted to them and endows
them with the necessary rights.

The executive is in duty bound to keep books according

to the sysiem laid down for collective undertakings.
21. The Revision Commussion examines the activity of ihe
executive, before all the observance of the provisions of the
statutes, the fulfilment of the production plan, of the obligations
towards the State, audits the accounts, examines the documents
and the economic administration, confirms the annual accounts
and dclivers its report to the general members’ or delegate
mecting.

X. Relatlons to the Central Body of the Collective Undertakings.

22. The cooperative is a member of the union of collective
undertakings of . . . . and performs its work uiider its direct
supervision,

On the basis of its production plan, the co-operative is
concluding with the union of colective undertakings of . ...
a supply contract, in which there is laid down the undertakings
on the part of the co-cperative for the organisation of agricul-
tural production and the systematic supply of the whole of
the goods’ production to the State and the cc-operatives, as
well as the obligations undertaken by the Union of collective
undertakings and other State and co-operative organs to supply
the production co-operative with means of production and
nmeans of conswmnption, to'organise its credit and assist it by
the scnding of agronomists,

The Historical Spring is Approaching!
By D. Saslavsky.

Moscow, beginning of March.

Outside it is still winter, but when one turns to the Soviet
newspapers one detects in every line the breath of Spring.
The central organ of the Party, the *“Pravda”, and- of all
the other pupers daily devote whole pages to the “preparations
for the spring sowing”. Let us take a glance at the factories:
in alinost every factory, workers’ mectings are held devoted
to the most important question at the present timme: preparations
for the Spring Sowing. It is the same in the government
offices and educational institutions. Everywhere there is talk
of spring, everywhere preparations are being made for Spring.
~ This will become a historic Spring. For the first time in
history dozens oi hectares are being collectively cultivated,
far more than we hoped to be able to cultivate even in the
last year of the Five-Year Plan, in 1933. Just imagine, what
tremendous organisational work is required! Such a collective
cultivation of peasants’ land has never occurred in world
history, for capitalism does not know of such a thing. A
hnﬂe'quantity of machines, implements. and before all of
organisers are needed. Skilful management is particularly im-
portant, for the kulaks, who realise that their last days have

come, are no idle lookers-on of this gigantic work of extere
mination of the individual cultivation in the rural districts,
They endeavour by all means to frustrate this work: they
place obstacles in the way wherever they can, they cause
damage openly and secretly. Hence it is necessary already
in Winter, to see to it that not only the machines are prepared
in time and the repairs of the village implements carried out,
but also that capable organisers are ready at the right time
and in the right place in order to organise the chief mass of
the peasantry against the kulaks.

The Soviet Union possesses excellent laboratories in which
these cadres of organisers are being trained, viz the Soviet
factories. The Party issued the slogan: Twenty-five thousand
workers into the villages! That is no small matter. We need
a reliable proletarian guard which is going into the villages
not in order to govern and to command, but to conduct a class
struggle in the village, a struggle which must be c¢onducted
very skilfully and consistently, so that the alliance between
the working class and the main mass of the peasantry is still
further consolidated.

Work in the village is not an easy matter. It yields no
material advantages and is, in addition, bound up with a
nuinber of inconviences in personal life. The worker has to
leave his factory, his usual work, his surroundings, his com-
rades and family. He must exchange city life with its culture,
its clubs, theatres and educational courses for village life. In
these circumstances to go to the village involves sacrifices. In
spite of everything the Party reckoned upon the voluntary
helpers. In the factories lists were posted up: who wants to
go to the village in Spring? N

This was a summons to the proletarian class consciousness,
the test, to ascertain to what extent the working class has
realised the enormous importance of the task coufronting it
in the sphere of the socialist transformation of the village.
But already now it can be said with certainty: the working
class has brilliantly stood the test. The number of voluntary
applicants exceeds almost twice the number demanded by the
Party. An army of 25,000 workers is going into the villages
in order to consolidate the socialist sector of agriculture.
Leningrad and Moscow, these most advanced proletarian
centres, need no special mention. But we publish just a few
reports selected haphazard from other districts: Samara. In
this town the number of voluntary applicants is in some trade
union three times greater than required. Many of these
applicants have been working for 30 to 35 years in industrial
production. Nishni Novgorod: The number of applicants
exceeds the number required four times. 800 workers were
required but 3000 have registered in the lists.

Special short courses are being organised for these
workers. The participants receive both political and agro-
nomical training. How great the interest is which the workers
show in the new task allotted to them, is revealed by the
numerous letters sent to the proletarian papers.

Comrade Pleskatchevski, a Moscow worker, writes as
follows: “It is a great and interesting work. But the orgaui-
sations must not rest content with the result. They must se¢
to it that new forces are trained for the village, that the
connection is organised with us and the management. The
factory must direct our whole work.”

Comrades Vinogradov. Ponomanyov, Tchuloshnikov (Karl
Marx Works) write as follows: we are departing for the
village with the clear consciousness of our responsibility and
the difficulties facing us. More than that, we are going t0
the village just because we realise these difficulties and that
to overcome them a firm proletarian lead and assistance to
the village is necessary.”

This serious mood. this proletarian devotion to the work
is revealed in hundreds of such letters. The working class
has realised what an enormous task is set the Soviet countr¥
precisely in this year and in this Spring. The successiul
solution of this task will mean that the most important source
wlhich is nourishing the capitalist tendency in our economy
will be annihilated. These 25000 are not the whole of the

worker army which is hastening to the aid of the village.

It is only its advance-guard. There are still hundreds O
thousands who are no less concerned about Spring. Hitherto
every individual peasant used to examine his poor imple-
ments in his sheds, to repair them, to put the wooden plov
in order, to replace the wooden teeth in the harrow. T"';
was his personal affair; who in the town had ever bothere
about it? In capitalist society town and villagc always live
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for their own interests. It is quite difierent in the Soviet
Usion. With the solicitude of an expert host the working
cizss is now concerned as to how the repair of the hundreds
of thousands of agricultural implements, tractors, ploughs and
turrows is procecding.

In the Soviet papers great and close aftention is being
pad 1o all those factories manuiacturing agricuitural machines.
Loud and lively calls arc shouted from iactory to fuctory.
The staff of the great works in Rostoy “Krasniy Aksay™ reports
o the proleianiat: We workers of "Krasniy Aksay™ underiake
o mcrease the strowyie for the carrying out oi the production
pian of our factory. We shall see to it that the production
piogramme is carricd ot in time and one hundred per cent.
We shall supply the agricultural workers of our district with
the necessary agricultural machines and implements: 180,000
poughs of various kinds, 27.000 reaping machines, 2220 tons
ol substitnte parts of machines etc. Such reports are pouring
m from all sides. Where ditficulties and interruptions occur,
wirere production is slowing down for some reason or other,
runediately the attention oi the whole public is concentrated
Lpon it.

Outsrde is still winter; in capitalist Russia the gentry
wed to make pleasure trips with the famous Russian “Troika”
(riree horse sledge)—no townsman thought at that time of
Sorng. In the Sowviet Union, already gay and eunergetic Spring
souinds are now to be heard. Historical Spring is beginning.

"THE WHITE TERROR

The 'nternational Prolefari :t must Prevent
the Execution of Thirteen Annamite
Revolutionaries!

By A.N.

tlie Council for the Defence of the State in Indo-China
has rejected the appeal of the thirteen revolutionaries of
Yen-Bay who have been condemned to death by the Criminal
Court. -

In the night from the 9th to 10th Februarvy last, 200 riflemen

of the garrison of Yen-Bay. snpported by the peasants of this
d'strict, seized possession of the military barracks and hoisted
the red flag. In the same night revolutionaries attenmnted to
canture Hung-Hoa by storm, but were repulsed, 25 of them
heng arrested. One of the revolutionaries, Ngnven Khac-Nh,
who has heen condemmned in his absence to 20 years' hard
lihour. was killed in this attack. In the town of Hanoi bombs
were thrown in various places in order to support the rising
m Yen-Bay.
. Disorders broke out alsn in other provinces of Indo-
China. In the night from the 15th to 16th Febrnary an ofiicial
rrom Vinh-Bao in the province of Hai-Duong, who had learned
that revolutionaries had met in the village of Co-am, went to
the mandarin of Ninh-Giang in order to demand reinforcements.
Un his return he was killed. but the revoiutionaries were
driven back, 14 of them heing arrested. In the same nicht
a1ather group of revolutionaries attacked the village of Phu-
Duc in the province oi Thai-Binh in order to seize tie military
Post in Ninh-Giang.

The government sent considerahle forces to the places
where the revolutionaries had gathered. Aircrait flew over
the district at a low altitude and fired upon the villawes. with
the result that a considerable number of peasants were killed,

. In the course of one of the attacks of the revolutionarics,
the leader of the party of Anmamite nationalists, Nzuven-Phai-
e, who had been sentenced in June 1920, in his absence to
<‘e-long hard labour, was mortallv wounded, whilst his brother

ARuyen-van Go and the revolutionary Ngueyen-ninh-Luan were
arrested.

Bloodv reprisals have already set in. Hundreds and
bundreds have been placed under lock and key. Aiter a
mock trial, 13 revolutionaries were condemmned to death, one
1 Vielong hard labonr and another to 20 vears' deportation.

S, I)owe\'er. is onlv the beyxinning of increased and more
Extencive reprisals.  There is no doubt that these sentences
Vill be followed by numerous others.
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The most energetic protest of the international proletariat
fs necessary in order to save the heroic champlons ol the
Indo-Chinese revolution. .

In spite of the aircraft, the machine guns, the death
sentences and the deportations,-the millions of starving and
tormented workers and peasants, under the leadership of the
young Communist Party of Aunam, will carry on their ficht
until final victory. With the aid of the proletariat of France
and of the international working class they will take up the
decisive fight in order to libcrate themselves from the rule
of French imperialism. .

: ECONOMICS

The Economic Crisis in Egypt.
By P. Ch. (Cairo).

The return of Egvpt to the Parliamentary system of govern-
ment, which m fact is nothing but a more or less bad demo-
cratic facade for the actual dictatorship of the British Hizh
Commissioner and his Egyptian hirclngs, synchronises with
the sharpening of the latent economic crisis, the high point of
wlich has not yet been reached. The effects of this crisis are
at present already so disastrous, that its further inevitable
accentuation is bound to lead to a complete collapse of
Egyvptian economy.

This development of Egypt's economic policy is in the first
rlace the result of the policy of British imperialism, which is
deliberately working to undermine alt independent economic-
political activity ot Egvpt ,and which leaves no stone unturned
in order to render the economic forc~s of Egypt serviceable o
its lust for power. If now MacDonald, with an imposing
gesture, presents Fyvpt with the Anglo-Egyptian Treaty, it is
solely in order to prepare the way for an even more brutal
economic plundering of the country.

The English inperialist press is alreadv uiscussing the
new path which is now to be pursued. It r:conunends the
granting of large long-term credits to Egypt. This is no new
path, but the repetition of those methods made use of by
British imperialism in the time of D'lsracli. who established
the British power in Egvpt. Just as D'lsraeii made use of
the diiiicelt financial sitnation in order not only, by purchasi g
the Suez Canal shares for 4 million pounds, to secure domina-
tion over the Canal by Fngland, but also by further loans to
secure control of Fgvptian finances, in order then systemati-
cally, step by step. to destroy its independence, precisely in |
the same way the social imperialist MacDonuld is endeavou-
ring, by granting huee credits, to chain Egvpt, which is striving
for its national independence, economically to British impe-
rialism. The only positive result oi the conclusion of the
Auglo-Egvptian Treaty will be the complete subilugation of
Egvptian economy to the interests of British imperialism. That
is the purchase price ior the sham democracy which has now
been set up by the Waid Cuabinet under the leadership of
Nalias Pasha.

The chief cause of the Egyptian economic crisis is the cver
declining purchasing power of the population, which has
already led to a purchasing strike lasting a month, and resulted
in numerous bankruptcies. This constantly declining purchasing
power has a causal connection with the diificulties which have
existed for years for the export of Exvptian cotton, which are
attributahle, on the one hand. to the ever more successiul
compeiition of Sudan cotton and, on the other hand. to the
international crisis of cotton production. The actions carried
out by the government in the last few vears in supnort of
the cotton industry have not heen able to do away with the
difiiculties on the Egvntian cotion muarket. The Fovption pea-
sant is waiting in vain for pavment of the .otton delvered
by him to the exporters, and which now lies stored up in the
Eavntian docks and harbours. He therefore increases the priges
of the other products produce! by him foar th> martket. These
products are. in the first place. articles of food for the
toiling Egvptian population.  The result is 3 constantly ju-
creasing cost of living, which. as it is not corppensated for
bv iucreased wares and <olavies  will leac to a freher
deterioration of the standard of living.
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At the same time one must bear in mind the tremendously
fow level of wages, which is far below the existeace minimum
not only for the native workers and employees, but for
European workers and employees who have settled in Egypt.

At the present moment public interest in Egypt is concen-

" trated on the new  customs taritf which is being prepared by

“lative grounds.

the government, and by means of which the treasury, which

“has been rendered completely empty as a result of the cotton

export crisis, is to be replenished. The European and native
importers are endeavouring to lay in a big stock of goods
before the new customs tariff comes into operation. According
to a report of the Cairo Chamber of Commerce, the customs
revenue Increased one hundred per cent. in the period from
1st of May to 20th November, compared with the income in
the corresponding period of the previous year. The customs
revenue in this period amounted to 1,171,854 Egyptian pounds,
which means an increased import of goods to the value of
14 million pounds. It is estimated that up to the time of the
coming into operation of the new customs tariff there will
be an increase in imports to the value of 17 to 18 million
pounds. These increased imports are based on purely specu-
Commercial circles are not waiting for the
coming into operation of the new customs rates in order

to increase prices, but are already now screwing up prices,

and in first place the prices of food.

The Nahas Pasha government is completely impotent in
face of this development. As the king’s speech, read by Nahas
Pasha on the occasion of the opening of Parliament, and its

_approval by the Wafd Parliament has already shown, it is just

as much a willing instrument of British imperialism as was the
dictatorship governmemt of Mahmud Pasha. Nothing has
changed since the liquidation of the dictatorship and the taking
over of the government by the Wafd. There is still valid today
that which Lord Balfour laid down ten years ago as the
principle of British policy in Egypt when he declard: “British
rule exists in Egypt, British rule will be maintained there,
nobody in or outside of Egypt should deceive himseli regard-
ing this principle of the policy of the British government.”
Today it appears expedient to British imperialism to grant a
few sham concessions to Egypt but economically to subiect
it completely to its profit interests. To the social imperialist
MacDonald is alloted the task of deceiving the Egyptian people
regarding the actuai situation.

~ The growimng antl-English sentiment. which is spreading
to ever larger sections of the Egyptian population, the
radicalisation of the Arab working class, which has already
led to strike movements, are sure symptoms that this British
social imperialist manoeuvre will eucounter the growing
resistance of the toiling population of Egypt.

The Effects of the Crisis upon Commerceand
Transport in the United States of America.

By Alex. G. Richman (New York).

The crisis in the production of the United States of course
is also reflected in commerce and transport.

Freight car loadings, which are also significant as a reflec-
ctor of general trade conditions, totalled 52,790,000 cars last
year, only 0.6 % bclow the record of 1926, and 2.3 % above
1928. Through the first % of the year. each month showed a
greater volume than the corresponding month in the previous
year. Beginning with October, the decline began, and each
month was lower than in 1928. During the 4th quarter of the
year (the last 13 wecks) there was practically a steady de-
crease from 1,202,000 cars for the week of Sept. 28 to 633,445
cars for Dec. 28 (a holiday week). The week of Jan. 4th
showed a further decline to 776,259 or 35% % below the last
weck in September. The greatest decline recently has been
in miscellaneous freight which represents consumption goceds
:mtii is therefore the best indicator of the gencral state of
rade.

The Annalist index of wholesale trade shows the course of
the crisis with regard to distribution. In the following table
we give the adiusted and unadjusted indexes of various lines
of business for November and the decreases in November and
between that month and August:

No. i4
(average for 1923-25 = 100)

IdexforNov, | inoeclios | Poiats ducline
Ad. Us- Ad- Un- Ad. Un

. ) : tad FH tad ; tad Fl e | j“u A tad
8 Qroups . o4 » 96 96 4 19 7 17
Purniture . , , 101 106 17 M 14 11
Drugs . . , . 117 118 5 22 7 3
QGroceries . . . 93 99 4 11 7 2
Dry Goods ., . 84 83 4 19 7 28
Boots and Shoes 87 91 4 23 11 39
Men’s Clothing . 87 60 1 50 8 9%
- (“Annalist”, 1. 17. 30)

. Prices last year declined steadily from August on, after
rising in June and luly. Bradstreets index of commodity prices
showed a decline of 4°/s % in December and of 9°/®* % for the
year.

N

lnstaliment Buying. The president of one of the largest
mail order houses, G. B, Everett of Montgomery, Ward Co.
stated in November that installment sales last year were
$ 9-10,000.000,000. (Most sales are paid for over a period of
6 moniths to two Vyears). (“N. Y. Post™ 12-4-29), Such sales
amount to 20-25 % of all retail sales. Conservative estimates
of the amount owed at the end of last year on instaliment
purchases are about $ 2-3,000,000,000. hali of which is due on
autos and the rest on personal and houschold goods, etc.

Banking. The strongest aspect of the present situation is
supposed to be the situation of the banks. This is largely
true so for as the big banks are concerned. One-fifth of the
total banking resources of the 23,000 banks in the country are
accounted for by the resources of only 24 banks! Over 650
banks failed last year, and 5,000 in the past nine years, mostly
small and rural bauks. .

Fallures. Last ycar 19,703 firms failed, a decline of 3.2%
under 1928, but liabilities were $ 628,990,000 an increase of
214 % (Bradstrect, “N.Y.Times™ 1-2-30). The last quarter
of the year was, of course, the one to witness niost mortalities,
due to the intensifying of the crisis. A large percentage of
the failures was due to bankruptcics of banks, mainly in rural
scctions. Liabilities of failed banks in 1929 was 70 %. In De-
cember the number of failures was 9 % greater than the year
before and liabilities were the greatest in years (increasinz
60 %. over Dec. 1928). (Bradstrect. “Business Week”, 1. 15. 30.)
Liabilities of mercantile firms failing in December were the
largest in seven years. That the turn of the year did not bring
the expected improvement is shown by an increase of 46 % it
the number of failures in the first week of Jan. 1930 over the
previous week.

Last yvcar the forelgn trade of the U.S. totalled
$ 9600000 000. Exports were 23% over those of 1928, and
imports 10 % above. Both years saw a favourable trade
balance, although last year it was only $ 746 000 000 as against
$ 1037000000 in 1928, when the total turnover was
$ 9219000000 (American Exporter, Jan. 1930). Exports of
finished manufactures gained 18 % over 1928, showing an
increasing tendency toward such exports. Threc-forths of
all exports are now manufactured and semi-manufactured food-
stuffs and goods

At the end ot October, however, therec began a decline
in both exnorts and imports, the former decreasing 17 %, the
latter 20 % in the last two months of the year. (Annalist
1—17—30.) November showed the largest decline of the vear
of exports from the corresponding month of 1928, due to de-
crcased exports of wheat, cotton and autos, At the beginning
of June, exports wecre 18 % over those of 1928 whereas at
the heginning of December they were only 3% % higher.

The degree to which the U.S. will be able to extend its
exports to make up in part for the crises at home is an inter-
esting question.  Within the next few years, its exports will
be faced by the growing competition of American branch
factories abroad, by American-controlled forcign corporations
and by growing European competition. The world economic
situation, especially the crisis in Latin America. to which
over Y5 of all U.S. exports go. points to a considerable decline
in these exports. (The U.S. now sclls more goods to Latin-
America than England, France and Germany combined.)

In 1070 foreign lnans were only § 550 000 000, as against
$ 2000000000 in recent years. During the latter half of the
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inundate foreign markets, This means increasing danger of
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bast year, they amounted to only $ 50 000 000, due to the The bourgeoisie too has recognised the sharpening of
absorption most avallable capital in the mad speculation proletarian struggle with the growth of the crisjs, This is
on the stock market. Total foreign investments, however, seen by the manner in which they prepared for March 6th
were 1 677 000 000 excluding refundings, as estimated by When the demonstration for August Ist last year was being
r. Max Winkler in the Journal of Commerce™ (1. 3 30). Prepared, the ourgois press maintained complete silence.
Character of American foreign investments has chan- They tried their old game of ignoring or belittling the event

l ged, since before the world war, from naturak resources (mi- gas being of no account, !
~ ning, lumber, etc.) in undeveloped countries, to greater For March 6th, however, the American police prepared
» investments jn manufacturing (branch factories, etc. and buying  for the day in BEuropean style. In New York City the police
control  or partjal control of large factories) in advanced releaseq the provocative story that the Communists had stolen
countries. eighty-six pieces of dynamite which they were going to use
The U. S, is now in the midst of a seriots crisis, which on March 6th. chief of police Whalen, who has been
has by no means reached the end of jts course. It will probably organising the police System on the fines of the Social Demo-
intensify jn geometric proportions and have international crat Severing, issied statements warning against violence In
' reverberations, espectially in the struggle to dump goods and Chicago raids took place upon the District Office of the Com-

imperialis¢ war, in particular a war against the Soviet Unlon.

SIRUGBLE AGAINST UNEMPLOYMENT
March 6th in the U.S.A.

By William Weinstone.

States. The mass demonstrations and militant fighting which
on this day jis of international significance and
’ shows that the working class of the United States, which has
been comparatively backward in its political development, is
moving forward to occupy the role which it must play in the
international class struggle. The events of March 6th shows
that the economic crisis which set in only four months ago and
not yet reached ijts depth s i illusi

conception of eternal prosperity and
is raising its fighting capacity and
the workers to new and higher

merican exceptionalism,
tlevating the struggles of
levels of political action.

March 6th was the high
s and bitter

point in a series of demonstra-
clashes with the police which have been
i ial citi ing the last six wecks.
6th:

L. A vast outpouring of masses in all parts of
i in response to the call

tion
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the country
and slogans of the Communist Party,
ioined together in unsurpassed demonstrations, Over
Seventy Thousand demonstrated in Union Saquare, in the
centre of New York City (120,000 participated in the varions
del‘nonstrations throughout the City): one hundred thousand
demonstrated in Detrolt, fiftcen thousand in Cleveland eic.
or the first time thousands of black and white workers in
the Soyuth ioined in common demonstrations and likewise for
the first time since the world war demonstrations of thousands
of workers occurred in industrial citics where the Trusts

' have hitherto held unbroken sway.,
2

Mohilised state machinery which endeavoured to suppress the
i ighti scale unknown
The bourgoisie used
35 and tear bombs but were fouzht back by the workers
g i through the cordons
 police angd carried througch thejr demonstrations  despite
‘ :;fa ’{lolice brutality, hundreds being  wounded by police
cks,

% The vast number showed that the employed joined
Vith the unemploved in united struggle and that the Commm.

';M Party achieved the majn aim of the unemployment day—f

, Sat‘,“"[ed front from below against unemployment, rationalj-
100 and wap preparations of the heurgeoisie,

and?tg de{npnstrations in New York, Detroit, Waslington

Exnect, ¢r ciies were not of an accidental character or un-

the lae(d events. The struggles that have occurred during
Loy SUsix weeks served to educate the working class at
! ¥I¥ rapid pace,

Europe”

were arrested. Similiar tactics were adopted in
Los Angeles, A i of the bourgeoisie, the
state and social-fascist was formed. Mathew Woll, vice pre-
sident’ of the A.P. L. and chief red baiter, called - upoi
Congress and the business corporations to adopt

drastic
] : , “who were
being financed by Moscow to make a revolution™, and mada

employed movement,

All of these calculated acts of intimidation failed to scare

Workers. On the contrary it aroused the fighting spirit
of the proletariat and drew the workers closer to the Party,

The events of March 6th once again confirmed the cor-
‘rectness of the line of the Communist International and the
Communist Party of the United States, basced upon the rising
wave of revolutionary struggles ensuing from the shattering
of the partial stabilisation of capitalism. The complete
bankruptcy of the opportunists in  America
again beep glaringly demonstrated by
unemployment movement,
about the line of the Cominunist International in regard to
this day is shown by the in the Trotzkyist
sheet “The Militant” of February 22 1n4q “The American un.
employed worker is in a diiferent €conomic position than the
uncmployed worker in England or Germany. In the United
States the development of the movement will necessarily
be at g slower pace unless it is to become a sectarian adven-
ture . .. . in the United States particularly, the officia] Com-
munist Party has narrowed down the ‘preliminary demon-
Strations’ to a handfu] of Party members and a few jobless
workers. Such a course dooms the movement to defeat in
advance”., How worderfully  prophetic is the theory of
American exceptionalism held in common by the American
Right and “Left” opportunists!

The events of March 6th will have great effect in radicalising
the masses and increasing their fighting capacities. Such vast
numbers never demonstrated before. Such fighting has never
occurred before. Millions of workers, unemployed and en.
ployed haye learned that they must struggle in order to avoid
hunger and Starvation. They are learning that the Commu-
nist Party is becoming a real lcader able to rally broad
masses and united them in struggle.  They have gained enor-
mous cxperience from the brutality of the police and the
strike-breaking and treachery of the social fascists, The
international character of this day will help them still further
to overcome their local and national limitedness, The in-
fluence of the Party will grow immenscly, Already it has
won 6UN0 of new members in the past twelve weeks, The
T.U.U.L. has come forward as the unifving centre of the
employed and uncmployved. The buitding up of new revoly-
tionary trade unions and the organisation of the wnorganiscd
reccive a tremendous impulse by the events of March 6th,

The bourgeoisie will likewise take the lessons of March
6th to heart. The spectre of Communism has come to haunt
the capitalists of Amcrica. The American bourgcosie which
has prided itsclf upon having avoided the “entanglements of
= with its red menace, has this “menace” on its own
hearth. . “The world’s finest”, ag the bourgcoisie calls its
police system, has Proven futile to stop the demonstrations,
It will now resort to more drastic measures of terror against

the workers. Alrcady the chief of police of New York has
prohibited further oben air demonstrations of the Communist
Party.
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The Communist Party will know how to meet the new against imperialist war and for the defence of the Soviet Union
attacks of the triple alliance of the bourgeoisie. state and is closely connected with the immediate and future interests
social fascists. It will fight for its open existence. The mani- of the whole toiling population.

jesto of the Party issued after March -6th calling upon the In order to fulfil this task the Communists must take part
workers to enter the Communist Party, to build revolutionary ~ more actively than hitherto in the meetings. districts and nat:o-
unions under the leadership of the T.U.U.L, 10 make every  nal Conferences of the toiling peasants which are being organi=
factory a fortress of Communism, to organise wider and. sed in the various countries for the preparation of the Con-
decper to defend the Soviet Union to intensify the fight for  gress. .

the unemployed, and against wage- cuts -and rationalisation. World capitalism is making feverish preparations to kindle
shows that the Party understands the great tasks of the the flames of war against the only country in which the wor-
moment. ) kers and peasants have built up their powers it wishes 1o
~ March 6th, 1930 is just one year after the convention of destroy this powerful experiment which conclusively demon-
the- Party which under the leaderslip of Lovestone took 2 strates that capitalism has no right to existence. "he b'g
line against the Communist International. The cleansing of landowners hate the Soviet Union, because it has exprnprialed
the Party of the opportunists. the development of self criticism the exploiters without compensation and handed over the land
in place of factional criticism has not only united the Party, {o the poor peasants. Hence the most energetic defence of the
yown cven to the blind that only in this manner  Soviet Union constitutes not only a duty but is at the same

but has sl
: can the Party rally the masses behind its banner and carry time in the most vital interest of all toilers.
out the line of the Open Letter of the Communist International The toiling peasants must be specially warned acaiust the

for “the couversioi of the Commuuist Party into a mass fatalistic idea that when once war has broken out, nothng
Party in the shortest possible time . can be undertaken arainst it. The social democrats and the
“hourgeonis pacificists” are eaverly spreading this lic among

the masses. i the capitalist governments, in spite of the ener-
the douzs

ti sistance of ti ili asses, S
| THE PEASANT MOVEMENT | &' e fe tolling misses, SIS ixe. but mst

I: . tle)lzte&”(:lr:?;i 'mtnre devisivﬁ ?tnd'conircte phase. The lwar must
N . > into a war 0 e workers, peasants, so liers and
!“ The European Congress Of Workmg s:uloirs gfxﬂ;'nst the capitul‘ist regime and for the establishment
I ) peasants' o ?sf 1\1\12”(;3{3 l?ngnlls)c?;ar?:li as;flog?‘rdm?snlt‘s. in all cogn:nc;‘ Tiris

. i \ k lis war and to_alb wars

: Struggle against War and for the Defence of the Soviet Union. 11 general. ) o
:: By Pierrc Leféevre. T

. According to the reports which have reached the Orzani- lN THE INTERN
i sution Commitee of the European Congress  of working : ATIOPJAL
l peasants, it is already evident that icnmplcte mmnh‘nily pre-

V. vals among the organisations and a Hliated national sections ... . .
as oi the various comutries regarding the necessity to include Suxhe‘(h erﬂld'°y of Comrade Ryasanov.
o among the most important tasks the strugzle against the im-

! periulist war and for the defcuce of the Sovict Uniom. The revolutionary Marxists of the whole world pay fribuie
P'I'C‘ It is very significant that important organisations of toi- }\(; C’inrzfdg k"ym;umv, the most important and well-known
he ling Catholic peasaits publicly declare their will to defend the Y investigator of owr time, on the occasion of his Ot
Pl Soviet Union even after the open intervention of the fuscist birthday. . )

' Pape, undertaken under the pretext of “relizous persecutions” . Comrade Rvasanov 13 an old revolutionary f ehiter, Siice
pel’ in e Soviet Union. Thus, after the notorious appeal of the s carliest vouth he took part as agitator and propagandist {
tas Pope for a crusade against the Soviet Uniot. O Donuell, the in the illesal work of the revolutionary weial democracy. For g
tak leader of the national revolutionary movement of Ireland and this “e,ohm_med. from Tsarism the wstal reward meted out 10
wi secretary of the Irish national committee for the preparation revolut onaries in the form of five vears hard labour. During
lut of the peasints’ Conaress, addressed an Open Letter 1o Cor- the vears 1905/16 and 1917718 he¢ performed practical work 2
all dinal MacRory, the head of the Catholic ehurch in Ireland, in in the trade unions. For many vears hie lies been active in the
lut which he stated: lzudgel commission of the Central Execcutive Courncil of the
of LI do not believe that pcople are imprisoned in the bouc} Congress. . -

Be Soviet Union because they attend mass, or that priesis are Comrade Ryasanov 8 historical position, however, is closely
we imprisoncd because they hold a mass, that Bishops are connected with i scienific activity. He has served the
the Killed becanse they fulfil their religions duties. 1 belicye  sawse of fie proletariun revoluiion s ccientst and  Mars
Sit. that certain priests and bishops are imprisoned on account fvestigator. and not only tiie Marxist, theoreticians, bt all ¢
sp: of their anti-Soviet political activity™ practival - worhers of  revolutonay  Marxism grateinlly
dc: ) After citing the names of all catholic pricsts of freland who reimember ‘th:s fact on (h‘c Qccaxion Qi his outh birthday. Since
b'c have been 'm‘1 :risonc(i ol kil ‘d b\: English impe i'ii’ “without the bewtniiis of the 20ty Lentury L”"}"“dt’ Ryasanov has =i
ta the Pone “ soned ed o ghsi perialism wi ou ye\hg;ug‘d e relatiers of Marx aid Pnecls to Russia. sub-
ev e Pope or the Cardinal of lreland making any protest, Le ject which had Jrdly heen touched by previous Marx e
ed adds: “le T . . . L vestigators,  Ryusanov proved conviicingly that the probient
of It is obvious that the English imperialists arc pre- of the Ruassian revolntion had occupied a prominent place it
w paring “"”,3}"”,”5‘ the Sovict Unon, and if your Fminence Maryx” and Eieels works. i\’_\'u,\zmm; has 1‘cnder£vd L're‘;;! sers

g nnjmls to_foin ‘“v,"”* recruiting campaisi. which ds desti- vice in publishing mmerous nissing writings of Marxoan

‘ ned to. sead  Irishmen to death in the interest  of  Enccls on guestions of forcign policy: he further put an en
in Luiish ”,‘“’U”"'h*‘“ then the great majority of the catholic  to the nuperous iulsiiications of the history of the First Inter-

ta toiling Irish people will tarn aszainst your cminence”, national on the part of thie Rulmni\{-ﬁmirchists and refutdt
e Bat these and other facts, 1o matier how characteristic the bourgeois-social democratic distortion of this history. !
ta thev mav be of the I!N)Od of even the most backward sectious The main imporiance of Marx-investization however, lies o
st of the t(jll_ﬂlg population, must not give risc to the ilMusion that  in the sphere of oreanised collection and publication of ull
ad the question of the §tr\|':'zlc azainst war and for the defence  works. writings, letters and dociunents of Marx and Enzcl )
be of the Soviet Union is already quite clear to the great masses The revolutionary sjanificance of this task is obvions if one, §
th in tht‘: faﬁtoncs. and in pa.mc.ulur in the rural districts. On the bears in mind that the German social democracy had attemnts )
ar: contrary: in the 'rnru'l districts the influence of thie bourgeoi- ed by all means of sabotage and cpen and concealed forger €8
pr sie and its azents is «rill very great. Thercfore, the short time to prevent the works of Marx and Fngcls in their totality trom
th- of preparation for the European Congress of toiling peasants becoming known to the broad public. And it is not mere
~ sull remainine must he mide nse hy the Commun’sts of Enrope  chance that this work could be taken in nand ouly :mcsr t‘hcl
The Sovi¢t

in order to show that the consisteut revolutionary struggle  victory of the proletarian revolwtion in Russia.




No. 14

International Press Correspondence

{ Union, the country of the proletarian dictatorship and socialist
| construction is not only the country where Marxisnt is prace
tically applied, but alsd the centre of the whole Marxist in-
vestigation, the organisation and leadership of which was
| placed in the hands of Comrade Ryasanov. Only the prole-
" rian State could furnish the grcat material means necessary
| to procure and publish all the works. writings and letters of
Marx and Engels in full text and to establish a Marxist library
y satisfying all the requirements of sience. Only the proletarian
State can place at the disposal of Marx investigation the
necessary number of scientific collaborators.

After the victory of the proletarian revolution in Soviet
Russia Comrade Ryasanov at once began to organise the in-
. vestigation of Marx' works on the broadest basis. Thanks to
his initiative the Marx-Engels Institute was founded in 1920;
ad it is also due to his unwearying energy and his unique
knowledge that this Institute has become the international
. centre of Marx investigation The Marx-Engels Institute is one
* of the best organised scientific institutes of the whole world, a
proof that science is nowhere promoted to such an extent as
n the proletarian State.

Comrade Ryasanov by his editions of the works of Marx
akes the greatest and most active part in the work of the
whole Marx-Engels Institute. These ediions have not only
freat scientific but also actual political importance. The publi-
cation of Engels’ preface to the “Class Struggles in France™
by Comrade Ryasanov was a political deed. By the publi-
cation of the most decisive revolutionary passages of this
preface, which had been for many years censored by .the
German Social Democratic Party Pxecutive and suppressed
- bv Bernstein, the methods of forging Marx practised by the
Gennan social democracy were strikingly proved. No les
Important are the investigation works of Ryasanov resulting
in the publication of Engels’ letters to Bernstein, in which
Entels.coma forward as irreconcilable champion against op-
portunism in social democracy. Marx’ articles on China and
India, published by Ryasanov. are important for the problem
of colonial revolution. Finallv Ryasanov greatly promoted
the ul_!derstandinz of dialectical Marxism by the publication of

arx’ and Engels’ early works on Feuerbach, as well as
nzels’ manuscripts on the dialectics of nature. Thesc studies
of Engels on dialectics have greatly contributed to the victory
of the international proletariat that Comrade Ryasanov
idealist distortions on the part of social democracy.

The crowning of this scientific and organisational work of
Marx investigation will be the great scientific edition of all
tie works of Marx and Pngels, of which up to now four
volnmes have appearad. The mass propaganda of Marxism
will receive a new foundation by these editions, It is the hope
0i the international proletariat that Comrade Rvasanov will
or many years to come will participate with his leadership
| and advice in the further development of Marx investigation.

_a——
Marx on the Paris Communards.

“What dexterity, what historical initiative, what a faculty
of self-sacrifice are being displayed by these Parisians! . . .
listory records no example of such heroism! If they are
Gefeated, the only reason will be their ‘magnanimity’ . . .
However this may be, the present rising in Paris—even if
the revolutionists are thrown to the wolves, the swine and
- te cowardly foxes of the old system—is one oi the finest

;achneve!'nents of our Party since the days of the June rising
1848, Marx: Letters to Kugchnann,

August Bebel on the Paris Commune.

“Be assured that the whole of the Furopean proletariat,
and all who still have a feeling for Freedom and Independence
in their breast, have their eves turned on Paris. And even
;f Paris is suppressed for the moment, 1 would remind vou
hat the fight in Paris is only a small outpost fight, that the
chief business still confronts us in Europe, and that before
3 few decades are passed, the battlecry oi the Paris proletariat:

ar on the Palaces, Peace to the Huts, Death to Misery and

to Idleness! will be the battlecry of the whole of the European
Proletariat.”

P
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Comrade Mau Tze Dunsg.

By Tang Shin She.

News has arrived from China that Comrade Mau Tze
Dung, one of the founders of the Communist Party of China
and the founder of the partisan troops and the Red army,
has died at the front in Fukien as a result of long-standing
disease of the lungs. He was the most feared enemy of the
landowners and the bourgeoisie. The Kuomintang the re-
presentative of the landowners and the bourgeoisie — had
since 1927 placed a heavy price on his head. His sickness
several times served as an occasion for announcing his death,
and thereby encouraging the counter-revolution. There is no
doubt that the death of our comrade has called forth great
joy in the camp of our enemies. For the Party, the Red Army,
and the Revolution his death means a severe loss.

Comrade Mau Tze Dung came of a peasant family in the
province of Hunan. Already as a young student he conducted
a hard fight against militarism in China. After the victory
of the October Revolution in Russia, he immediately joined
the Marxist-Leninist movement. In the so-called Renaissance
time, after the Peking student riots in 1919, he developed a
wide-scale propaganda campaign in the Yangtse area. In
the huge Pinchang mining works he organised a model trade
union which to-day constitutes the cadres for the big workers
and peasants movement in the Hunan and Kiaugsi area, as
well as for the Bolshevist party generally.

Comrade Mau Tze Dung had been a member of the Central
Committee of the C.P. of China since 1923. He fought con-
stantly against opportunism within the Party, especially at
the time of the Wuhan period. When the Party failed in the
agrarian revolution, he—against the will of the opportunist
leadership—worked among the peasant masses in Hunan, and
after the coup d’état of May 20, 1927, in Changsha, he organised
the peasant revolts in Hunan. At the beginning of 1928 he
jformed a Red Army with his worker and peasant troops and
those of Comrade Chu De, conquered an enormous stretch
of territory in Hunan and Kiangse, and set up Soviets in every
locality. The Red Army severely shook the counter-revolutio-
nary Kuomintang regime. The troops in the neighbouring:
provinces—representing altogether seven army corps—were
sent to annihilate this Red Army. For tactical reasons a part
of the Mau Tze Dung and Chu De troops left Hunan and went
on a campaign to Kwangtung and Fukien, where the revolu-
tionary movement was in a state of ferment. More than half
the province oi Fukien came under Soviet rule. The crushed
peasant movement and the Red Army, which had been driven
back into the mountain district in East Kwangtung, were
roused to fresh activity by the poweriul advance oi Mau
Tze Dung. With troops drawn fromm six provinces, i. e.
more than 60,000 soldiers, the Kuomintang last summer again
took up the fixht against the Red Ariny led by Comrade Mau
Tze Dung. This powerful anny, however, was not able to
drive back the Red Army numbering about 10.000 men. On
the contrary, it become subject to a process oi constant dis-
integration, whole brigades at a time deserted it and went
over to the Reds.

Comrade Mau Tze Dung was the political leader of the
so-called Chu Mau troops. He completely carried out in his
sphiere the decisions of the sixth World Congress and of the
sixth Party Congress of the C.P. of China. He thereby helped
to expose and annihilate the reformist illusions among certain
sections of the city poor. the peasants, and also the working
class. which had been called forth by the “Left” Kuomintang,
the third Party and To Du Siu.

Comrade Mau Tze Dung has inl#¥ed his historical mission
as a Bolshevik and champion of the Chinese proletariat in
the full sense of the word. The working and peasant masses
of China will not forget his achievements, ard will continue
his work until it is completed.
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PROLETARIAN WOMEN'S HOVEHEH |
Work Amongst Women on Colfective Farms.

By Kravchenko.

The firm and correct policy of the Scviet Government in
the creation of unit - of the working class with the agricultural
labourers, poor and middle peasants on the basis of production,
has brought about a most magnificent revolution in the country-
side. The movement of colicctive farming which has embraced
millions of poor and middle peasants transforms petty indi-
vidual and scattered farming into large-scale socialised agri<
culture.

The active women who stand in the front ranks in the
countryside not only carry out in -ractice all measures for
the transformation of agriculture along collective lines but also
actively struggle against the rich peasants. Hence we see that
the terroristic measures on the part of the kulaks in relation
to the active peasant women, the female labourers and poor
peasant women has greatly increased in the past year.

But the kulaks resort not only to tcrroristic measures in

relation to these women: they seck to utilise the more ignorant
sections in the struggle against the steps taken by the progres-
sive peasants towards collectivisation. But these attempts
fail. The masses of poor women soon realise if they make a
mistake under the influence of kulak agitation and it does not
take long before they become active workers in favour of
collective farming. The eiforts of the kulaks to utilise the
ignorant peasant women in the struggle against collective farming
makes it necessary for us to carry on special enlightenment
work among the masses of rural women with regard to the
prerogatives of collective farming.

The principal practical tasks in this domain are to train
the broad masses of women iu collective farms, to give them
an .education on questions of farming and to create new
working ‘and living conditions for them, such which would
liberate them from the burdens of the houschold.

In the newly formed collective farms the peasant woman
has to a large extent begun to be drawn into the performance
of the work of a tractorist, to the work of assembling, taking
apart and repairing of machines. to the use of all possible
instruments oi machinery throughout the various processes of
sowing, harvesting, threshing, etc., work which in the past was
considered to be the monopoly of the man. The woman on the
collective farm, just like in the factory, is confronted with the
problem of specialisation, the acquiring of skill which would
enable her to occupv the position of an equal member in the
fabour family on the collective farm. .

In many collective farms the raising of live stock loses its
character of being used simply sor cousumption at home. For
instauce, the development of poultry iarming, rabbits, bee-
hives, etc. for industrial purposes. There is extensive develop-
ment of such crops as potatoes, flax. beets, etc.; there is model
gardening ,orchards, berries. ete.  The development of these
branches apart from being of use for manufacturing purposcs
alters also the diet of members of collective farms.

Some systems of agricultural cooperation have already
taken up the problem of training the wonien, of preparing them
for new modes of production. Dairy cooperatives organised a
number of undertakings which will increase the knowledge of

__the women members. The dairy cooperatives have organised
1 1923-—-29 over 450 dairy farm circles. Already 11,250 women
passed through these classes. This year another 300 have been
organised. .

In addition to that, all butter producing artels and rural
reading rooms organi e circles on dairy farming conducted by
agronomists, live-stock specialists, etc. There are many such
circles in Siberia.  Courses are being organised on live-stock
raising primarily for women. \Women members of collective
farms are urged to take part in contests and exlibitions on
“dairy products and raising of livestock. Exhibitions are being
organised along these lines. The flax raising cooperatives make
it their business to train their women for the sorting out of the
various qualities of flax. In Central Asia. courses are being
organised for women engaged in silk cultivation. .

The narticipation of women at production conierences on

collective. farms is a method which helps to make tire partici-
pants understand -the work they are doing. It raises the interest
of woman in the measures taken by Soviet Government and
in carryving thein out. Women are drawn into various circles
and short-term courses of a general as well as a special
character, to' excursions, talks and conferences. which also
give the rural woman the necessary knowledge and rouse her
interest in improving her .skill. Delegate meetings of peasant
women become the basis of all this activity.

Along the lines of helping the woman to organise afiairs
on a collective basis-there is a reorganisation-now taking pluce
in the People’s Commissariats for Education and Health and in
the people’s kitchens. This is absolutely essential because
with the socialisation of labour the rural woman will be freed
from the cares of the homé and the bringing up of children.
Let us take for example a tractor brigade. According to
agreements a certain number of people of each giveh family
have to start out to work at a giveun time of the day. As
soon as the bell rin~< all must be on the iob with their
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tractors. There can be no waiting and no delay. The ga:curi

woman must be free from her children no matter what happens.
The reorganisation of liv'ng conditions in large collective
farms becomes the more significant since it increases the sym-
pathy of the toiling women in favour of collective farming and
raises their creative initiative, self-activity and energy iun the
overcoming of old habits and customs of the obsolcte systen
of patriarchal life.
~ The building of institutions whiclh socialise the life of the
people in collective farms is making rapid headway in spite
of difficulties. the lack of buildings, insufiicient means of educa-
tiorr, leadership, etc. There are good reasons to believe that
this will .before very long, give results which will astound
the world by its expediency as well as by its cultural influence,
and the possibility of thoroughly revolutionising the life oi
mankind. .

- BOOK REVIEWS

“The Soviet War on Religion**).
By V. W. P.

Here is a pamphlet of iifty pages, well printed, on good
paper. with illustrations, at the ridiculously small. price ol
twopence In plain, workaday language, it gives the real
facts about religion and the State in the U. 8. S. R.. and exposes
the real nature of the Anti-Soviet campaign being waged
beneath the cloak of “'rcligious perscecution”.

All the mnoxious lies disseminated against the U.S.S.R.
are takeu, examined in the cold light of facts, and blown
sky-high  Particularly eficctive is the exposure of the
“hnyaslavitsi”. the “Feodorvski” and oi other so-called rel-
gious bodies which carried on coutter-revolutionary activitics
in the U. S.S. R until they were put down by the Government.

It deals with the oft-repeated question:—If religion is free
in the Soviet Union why do the priests want to go back 10
the old regime?—and shows that theyv sigh for a return t¢
Tsarist rule. because in the “good old days” they were free to
exploit the workers and peasauts to their heart’s desire, that
capitalist and priest were fellow robbers in arms, but that
now. in face of the growing literacv of the people, their power
is waning, and thev foresce extinction facing all forms ol
stupidity an superstition. )

Finally. the pamphlet drives home the point that religion
is dope to heep the workers in subjection, and shows that it
is being used now in an attempt to stir up the necessary waf
psvchology against the Soviet Union, and appeals to the
workers to break down the barrage of lies and to line up it
defence of their real Fatherlund—Soviet Russia. .

The wvalue of the pamphlet is enhanced by an aDD?"d”‘
containing the Soviet decree re Cliurch and State, quhslwd
in 1918 and, all in all, should be bought and read by everyol€
desirious of accquainting himself with the plain facts of the
situation.

. *) “The Soviet War on Religion™, published by Modern
Books Ltd., Lendon.
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