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Even in peace time, an anti-British demonstration in the
streets of Peshawar would be a serious matter for British
imperialism. [t assumes far greater significance when it takes
vlace in the midst of a general mass revolt against imperialist
domination. Peshawar is a city of vital military importance,
for it is situated on the North West Froutier of India, a
few miles from - Aighauistan, and is an indispensable point
of advance in military operations against that country or
Soviet Russia. With the independent “unruly” tribesmen on
the Prontier British imperialisin has been at war for a century
in order to reduce them to subjection anud to extend the
imperialist frontier into Afghanistan.
‘mportance because it is situated in a province from which
the majority of Indian soldiers are recruited for the imperialist
army that “defends” the country, and any rising in that
city has an effect upon the whole of the Punijab.

The conflicts that have taken place in Peshawar during
the last few days have been far more violent than those
hitherto reported from other cities. British armoured cars
altempting to force their way through the streets were set
te to, MacDonald's British regiments were - hailed with a
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The Revolutionary Situation in India.

By V. Chattopadhyaya.

shower of stones and bricks and several British officers and
soldiers have been killed. It is reported that the city is still
in the hands of the revolutionaries, and that the MacDounald
Government has surrounded it with British soldiers and intends
bombarding it with bombing-planes. Heavy artillery is also
being dispatched from Central India. As usual in such cri-
tical moments, the British women and children have been
removed from the city and sent to a place that is safer for
the present. As the events in Peshawar are bound to have
their efiect upon Lahore, wheie there have already been
serious demoustrations and conflicts with the police, martial
law has been declared in Lahore, the city is occupied by
troops and every street is patrolled.

The wave of revolt has spread to Simla, the summer
residence of the Viceroy and his Government in the Himalaya
mountains. There has been severe street fighting and the
Euglish women and children have been removed from that
city also.

It is significant that in the operations against the “re-
bels” the British Governm ynt has used no Indian troops exs
cept the Qurkhas.

'She Fortficoming First Chinese Soviet €Congress
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There is good reason for this. The Sikhs, who until
fifteen years ago constituted the most “loyal” troops of the
Imperialist Army, are today unlikely to fire upon the workers
and peasants. In the recent street fighting in Calcutta, the
Sikhs were prominent among the revolutionaries. Amritsar,
the holy city of the Sikhs, which has become world-famous
through the massarce perpetrated in April 1919 by General
Dyer, 1s the active centre of the Workers and Peasants Party
to which a very large number of Sikh peasants belong. As
the recruits for the Indian army are drawn mainly from the
peasantry, it is obvious that any xevolutionary movement
among the peasants is bound to have a serious effect upon
the troops. It may be prophesied with considerable cer-
tainty that Sikh troops will not be relied upon by the Govern-
ment and that as the revolutionary movement assumes more
a proletarian character they will probably join the revolution.

This is not yet the case with the Gurkha troops who are

" recrumited chicfly from the State of Nepal and who have been
carefully isolated from the Indian movement. [he latest re-
ports from the Gurkha territory, however, show that a national
revolutionary movement has alfeady begun among them, and
that intensive propaganda is being conducted so as at least
to prevent them from serving in the Imperialist Army.

In the province of Bengal the anti-imperialist struggle
has grown more intense. In Calcutta, there was a serious
conflict in Alpore Gaol between the poltical prisoners and
the police, in the course of which the leader Subhas Chandra
Bose was beaten and fell to the ground. The rumour that
he and the Mayor of Calcutta, Sen Gupta, had died of their
injuries led to extraordinary excitement amoung the masses
and thousands stormed .the gaol demanding that their leaders
should be produced dead or alive.

Fighting is still going on in Chittagong where British
troops are said to have killed twelve of the “rebels” wlo had
set fire to the arsenal: Martial law still prevails there, and
througout East Bengal, numerous arrests are taking place
daily on the charge of being connected with- the rising in
Chittagong.

While the revolt is spreading from one town to another,
the Indian agents of the Government are busy trying to break
the independence movement. Sir Tej Babadur Sapru, Lord
Irwin's agent, has been doing his best to get the “moderate”
Ieaders. together into a so-called All Parties' Conference with
the object of appointing delegates to the proposed “Round
Table Conference” in London. It is to enable this Conference
to be held that the British Government has hitherto refrained
from arresting Gandhi. It is announced that Sapru has con-
vened the Conference to take place in Bombay on May 14.
I'he intimate connection between religion and imperialism is
shown by the recent action that has been taken by the two
Lreat religious organisations of the Hindus and the Muslims.
fhe Hindu Mahasubha, which represents Hindu orthodoxy and
thc.great Hindu landowners, held its yearly conierence on
April 19th and 20th and elected delegates to the Round Table
Conference to protect “Hindu” interests against the Mohamme-
dans, The Mohammedans, on their part, held a meeting under
the well-known leader Mohammed All, denouncing the
present movement as an attempt to establish “Hindu" domi-
hation over the Muslims and urging participation in the Round
Tahle _(.onference in order to protect Muslim interests against
the Hindus. The protection of these different interests is,
of course, to be undertaken by the imperialist exploiters whose
uerests will be well looked after by Ramsay MacDonald.
It is worth recalling that Mohammed Ali was in Europe a
vear ago and gave the Secretariat of the League Against
Iinperielism a message to India and the Islamic peoples to
I-at for national independence and overthrow imperialism in
every form! At the same Muslim meeting just mentioned,
tl.c Arab countries were called upon to fight for their inde-
;'m:lde.uce!' ln“thxs way the wattention of the Indian Mohamme-
s is bem__u: civerted from the revolutionary strugzle at home
to an academic defcnce of the independence of their co-
roligionists abroad.

Bup Mohammed Ali represents only the Muslim landowners,
w’!ustnahsts.aud conimercial bourgeoisie. In the Punjab and
;H vBengal, tire two provinces wiere the Muslims constitiute
'+ the ponuiation, the poorer Muslims and the naticnalist
'%‘ slims of the Conyress are patiicipating in the struggle for
‘i ependence. It is obvicus that no sucii Hindu-Muslim question

Sts among the industrial workers.

—

The outstanding feature of the present revolutionary
situation, in addition to the widespread revolts in the town,
is the growth of the strike movement among the workers.
The G. L P. railway workers are still on strike, the B.B. &
C.l. and the Southern Mahratta Railway workers are de-
manding higher wages, and the strike movement among the
railway workers promises to be general. The jute workers
in Bengal are on strike and their union officials have been
arrested. ‘The “Workers’ Weekly”, the new organ of the
Workers & Peasants Party, points out in its last issue that
the movement has gone far beyond Gandhi and the Congress,
and calls for a general strike throughout India. The pro-
spects for such a strike are extremely favourable. The
agitation for the release of the Meerut prisoners has been
carried into the factories and the workers have been con-
tributing their maximum to the Defence Fund. The frantic
efforts of MacDonald’s British and Indian labour agents to
control the labour movement in the interests of imperialism
are being met by the workers with revolutionary action.

In fact, the growing strength of the Indian revolutionary
movement may be judged not only by the actual revolts,
strikes, etc. that have been taking place almost hourly, but
by the severity of the regime of violence and terror to which
the Labour Government has been resorting. Ramsay Mace
Donald, the lackey of British imperialism and one of the
leading practical exponents of the Social Fascism of the Se-
cond Iuternational, is governing India by martial law, machine
guns, bombing planes, shooting down of workers, mass arrests,
vindictive sentences, torture of political prisoners and re-
pressive ordinances. He has discovered to his surprise that
the Indian masses are not disposed to serve the purposes
of their imperialist exploiters by accepting the doctrine of
non-violence preached by Gandhi and the LL. P. They have
begun their offeusive against imperialist exploitation on various
fronts, and, althongh there has not yet been a clear formu-
lation of their social and economic aims owing to the variety
of the social groups participating in the struggle, they have
alrcady given ample proofs of their determination to liberate
themselves from the yoke of imperialism. It is the task of
the Ilndian Communist Party to formulate those demands and
give a clear direction to the movement

~ HANDS OFF THE SOVIET-UNION
The Growing War Danger.

By W. Tischler (Kovno).

The following article was written before the
discovery of the intended bomb outrage on the Saviet
Embassy in Warsaw. It serves however to show the
atmosphere of anti-Soviet incitement and war prepara-
tions against the Soviet Union in which such outrages
are planned. Ed.

The article by Roman Dmowski, the leader of the Polish
National Democrats, in “Gazeta Warszawska’™ has arouscd
public discussion of the question of the mulitary attack on the
Soviet Union. Wherein consists, the differences of opinion
between Dmowski and Pilsudski's followers. Firstly, in the
question of the date when war shall begin. Dmowski is not
against a military attack on the Soviet Union—else he would
have come forward much earlier against its preparations—
but he is against the date for the outbreak of the war being
fixed for the immediate future. The economic crisis in Poland
is developing into an economic catastrophe. Disintegration has
set in in the camp of the Pilsudski-ites. The working class
is more and more frequently using the sharpest weapons of
the class struggle. ‘The peasantry is not in a position to pay
the taxes; in a number of districts the peasants are suffering
from chronic famine and are frequently passing over to a
complete tax strike. The government does not possess anv
€conomic programme, no programme regarding the way out
of the crisis. Pilsudski wishes to come out of the crisis by
means of war. But the Polish bourgeoisie has something to
lose, hence Dmowski is against a war adventure at the
preseiit moment.

The second question is: Who shall conduct the war?
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Until recently Pilsudski would have been considered as the
natural feader of Poland in a war. Now, however, the
“Pilsudskl legend” has lost its force, Pilsudski has become a
naume of terror to the masses. Hence the oppositional boure
geoisie does not see in Pilsudski's dictatorship a guarantee
for the success of the war, but rather a guarantee of iis defeat.

Thirdly, it is a question of the price which Poland would
receive for its cannon forder. Dmowski and such people are
rot satisfied with vague promises that “Poland will receive
territory in the East in the event of a forcible divison of
Russia . . . that Poland will obtain a loan for the conduct of
war"., They are discontented that the “bellicose finauciers
do not intend to lead their own States into the war”, but that
they intend to “conduct the war to the last drop of blood . . .
oi the Palish people”. They are dissatisfied because the
Western frontiers of Poland, to which the National Democrats
atiach the greatest importance, are not sufficicutly guarantecd.

These differences of opinion are so grave that a portion
of the bourgeoisie is becoming apprchensive with regard to
the risk of a war, We must not {l)owcver underestimate the
immediate danger of war; the masses must be warned agatnst
Pilsudski’s designs. Dmowski kunows very well that the
masses “‘still remember the last war” and that in particulame
the Polish people are not at all keen on a war. He also knows
that the Europcan governments have certain diificulties with
their Communisis, and that a war against the Soviet Union
would “call forth great diificulties. The social democrats have
made 1t their task to issue reassuring statements to the eiiect
that the masses do not want war; they thercby only conceal

* the preparations which are being made by the international
incendiaries to lead the masses into a war. The social
democrats must be exposed as the actual participants in the
preparations for an attack upon the Soviet Union.

In a few days it will be ten ycars since the commence-
ment of Poland's war against the Soviet Union in 1920. [t
must be called to mind how ten years ago Pilsudski prepared
the advance on Kiev. The Polish miltary circles now wish
to proclaim in the same. Kiev the federative Constitution of
Poland, Ukraine and White Russia,

In these days—ten years after the heroic struggle of
the proletariat against imperialism, of the revolution against
the counter-revolution—the political aims of the international
and Polish imperialists their, abominable bloody face must be
exposed to the masses not only in Poland but in all capitalist
countries of Europe. We must do everything in order to
avert the danger of an attack upon the Soviet Union; we
must organise the international proletarian deience of the
Soviet Union; we must prevent munitions and food being
sent to the armies fighting against the Soviet Umnion. The
international proletariat has enough means at its disposal in
order to react the heroic events of tem years ago i con-
nectlon with the preparations of a new war against the Soviet

nion, If, however, nothing avails to restrain the Polish ad-

venturers, then we must remember that the road leading
from Warsaw to Kiev. Minsk and Smolensk also leads from
Kiev and Minsk to Warsaw, aud that the proletariat will
suppoft the latter march-route.

The international proletariat must be on the watch. The
defence of the Soviet Union must be increased to the utmost.

-~ - 3

Attempt on Soviet Embassy foiled.
Warsaw, 25th April.

_Yesterday afternoon the porter of the Soviet Embassy
noticed an unusual wire leading from a nearby house (in which
by the way a Polish monarchist club has its headquarters) to
the roof- of the Soviet Embassy. Conducting investigations, the

J vorter discovered on the roof of the nearby louse a clock-
work contrivance connected with the wire which went over the

B foof to the Soviet Embassy. The police were sent for and borb
ik txperts arrived and investigated the affair in the presence of
Tepresentatives of the Polish Foreign Oifice and of the Soviet
assy. It was discovered that the wire was connected with

2 packet of explosives which had been lowered into one oi the
chimneys of the Embassy. The Polish experts declared that tlie
wnfernal tmachine was a technical marvel and was of tremendous
txplosive farce. Should it have exploded it would have wrecked

e Embassy and blown out the second floor in which the
dfivate rooms of the Ambassador and his family are situated.

POLITICS

Imperiaiist
Antagonisms in the Mediterranean.
By J. B. (Jerusalem).

The miserable fiasco of the London “Naval Disarmament
Conference” which has just ended, is remarkable not culy
because it has exposed more openly than ever tlie hollowness
of the pacifist phrases in the mouths of the imperialists and
social-imperialists. the futility of the pompous imperialist
disarmament conferences, the inevitability of warlike compli-
cations between the imperialist states. One of the eiiects
of the conicrence is that the long-standing Anglo-French
antagonism, which has been continually concealed hitherto,
and the Mediterranean problem, which has not in any way
been solved, have become more acute than ever before.

: One can say that after the abortive attempts, lasting three
months, to bring gbout an understanding between France and
Italy with regard to the Mediterranean, the Franco-ltalo
antagonisin has entercd on a new stage. The immediate
reasons therefor are not, perchance, to be sought in the
increased naval construction in the Italian shipyards and the
Italo-Greecian and Italo-Turkish approchement on the one side,
and the change of government in Spain, which has been taken
advantage of by France, and the renewal of the Franco-Yugo-
slavian “ifriendship”, on the other side. Rather has the Italo-
French antagonism grown more acute in North Africa and in
Western Asia. Only recently the ltalian expeditionary corps
in ‘Tripolis, aiter long and hard fights involving the extermi-
nation of whole tribes of bedouins and the sacrifice of many
Italian soldiers, brought its “activity™ to an end for the time
being. It is true, not all the revolts in the interior of the
country have been finally quelled, but the Italian troops have

. already reached those points in the South of the country which

are regarded as the frontiers of the French sphere of influence;
it is not yet certain whither, and if so how far, the Italiau
General Stafi will recognise this “line of demarcation™.

In Arabian politics. the appetite of the fascist government,

(so far as its opinion finds expression in the fascist press) has
become keener than it has ever been since 1925, after the
outbreak of the great revolt in Syria. In connection with the
British difficulties in Palestine the Italian press is demanding
that the whole of the Arabian question be raised, and is plainly
hinting that the distribution of mandates be subjected to the
revision so often desired by Italy. These attacks are directed
not only against France but also against England. The latter,
by its possession of the most important strategical points in
the Mediterranean (Gibraltar, Suez, Malta, Cyprus) and its
Mediterrancan fleet, maintains “parity” in relation to Italy and
France combined — a sort of balance in the Mediterranean.
But Italy is endeavouring to manoeuvre England out of this
role. Italian imperialist policy regards itseli potentially not
only as a successor to France but also as the heir of Great
Britain in the Mediterranean. Hence the sharp criticisin of the
Anglo-Egyvptian Treaty, hence also the protest against the
contemplated agreement between Great Britain and the Iraa,
as these two treaties endanger the Italian “open door” to the
Near East.

It is thercfore quite understandable that the representative
of British imperialism, Ramsay MacDonald, was not the most
suitable person to act as mediator in the Italo-French
antagonism in the Mediterranean question, especially as he
was not prepared to make any magnanimous sacrifice. were
it only a symbolical disarmament gesture, in this sphere where
the danger of war always lurks. The DBritish reorganisation
plans in the Eastern Mediterranean area are much more
calculated, aiming as they do at stabilising British rule, to
render the Italians mistrustiul of any mediation and induce
them to increase their armaments.

The “direct negotiations” between Signor Grandi and
M. Briand are seize¢ upon by the imperialist press as the only
glimmer of lope le of settling the Mediterranean qv “tions.
These direct nexoti ons ate to have a peculiar prelude: the
whole of the Fre h flecet is to be concentrated in the
Mediterrancan; the :entenary of the French colonial rule in
Algeria is to be { : occasion of an imposing naval review
under the very nosc of the Italians in order to show with -~

LT
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emphasis that Prance is prepared to defend every inch of
ground of her Mediterranean colonies with all the forces, both
naval and military at her command.

The ltalian answer will not be long in forthcoming. The
pacifist talk of a peaceful settlement of antagonisms is being
clearly refuted by the naval manoeuvres, like those which took
place immediately before the world war, and indicate with
the accuracy of a barometer the approach of serious conflicts.
‘The redistribution of colonial booty in the Mediterranean is
becoming an urgent necessity for the imperialists. They are
now preparing for the eventuality of a dispute over it. This
dispute will not assume the form of negotiations at a round
table but the form of open warfare,

——

The Trade Agreement between the Soviet
Union and Great Britain,
By R. (Moscow).

The Trade Agreement between the Soviet Union and Great
Britan has been signed in London. It embraces all the impor-
tant questions of the mutual trade relations between the Soviet
Union and Great Britain, The first paragraph provides that
each of the contracting parties shall afford most-favoured-
nation treatment to the citizens and juridical persons of the
other party on its territory. The same principle regulates the
taxation of imported goods, their transport and storage in
warehouses etc.

Paragraph 2 of the Agreement is devdted to the q{lcstions

of the position of the Trade Delegation of the Soviet Union in -

Great Britain. The experience it had on the occasion of the
raid on the Arcos compelled the Soviet Union to demand

definite rights and guarantees in this question. The provision -

contained in paragraph 2 corresponds as a whole to the
domestic legislation of Soviets, as well as to the usual contents
of similar paragraphs in the other trade agreements concluded
by the Soviet Union. This paragraph expressly recognises the

foreign trade monopoly of the Soviet Union. The functions of .

the Trade Delegation are laid down both with regard to the
regulation of foreign trade and the immediate carrying on of
commercial operations. The head of the Trade Delegation and
his two deputies enjoy the privilege of extraterritoriality. The

territoriality. This right extends r’xot.only to the rooms ‘of
those persons who personally enjoy diplomatic immunity, but
to all offices of the Trade Delegation. .

In accordance with the rules of Soviet law, the Agreement
makes the Soviet Union responsible only for the acts of the
head of the Trade Delegation or his deputies, and not for the
commercial operations of the various economic organisations
which, according to the provisions of Soviet ‘Law,  are
themselves liable for their operations. This provision of the
Agrg?cment is of great importance in view of the recent anti-
Soviet decisions, before all of the French i
to extend the liability of the Soviet Union to the acts of the
Snylc_at economic organisations, regarding which the law has
definitely laid down that the State bears Bo responsibility for
them. Just as in the other Trade Agreements concluded by
the Soviet Union, the Agreement provides that disputes arising
out of business concluded in Great Britain shall come within
the jur.isdictinn of the British courts.  The application of
orders for distramt in accordance with the decisions of British
courts is, however, limited to cases connected with disputes
arising out of business concluded by the ‘Trade Delegation. In
other words, distress cannot be levied on property of the
.\_oy;ct Uniion on the ground of untenable claims on the Soviet
l;mqn. or as a result of commercial disputes which have arisen
outside of Great Britain,

The thi(d paragraph of the Agreement relates to questions
of commercial shipping. In a special protocol to this paragraph

the Soviet Union reserves to itself the right o all ships oi the

i()r!ller Russian ileet which have not been nationalised hitherto
ships taken by the White-zuardists and sold abroad).
Paragraph 4 provides for the possibility oi extending the
A::r_cune_nt to the Dominions by a special exchange of Notes,
which of course does not exclude the conclusion of independent
Agreements with the Dominions, :
Paragraph § provides jor the extension of the Agreement
to the colonies, nrotectorates and mandatory territories of
Great Britain by means of a declaration that they join in the
Agreement.  The right gramted in this paragraph to the

economic organisations -of the Soviet Union te send agents to ¢
the colonies. protectorates etc. which join in the Agreement,
is of importance. -

" _The above examination of the Agreement shows that it
deals with all the fundamental questions of the relations
between the Soviet Union aund Great Britain which today
Tequire a legal regulation. Regarded from this standpoint the
ﬁg;eement constitutes a considerable success for the Soviet

nion. .

——

The_ Situation in Hungary.
' By Schasch (Budapest).

The economic crisis in Hungary is becoming more acute,
The serious industrial crisis, accompanied by an even niore
severe agrarian crisis, led to an impoverishment of the worke
ing masses of Hungary such has as rarely been witnessed even
under conditions of world economic crisis. The new wave
of rationalisation; the ten to twelve-hour working day on
the one side and the working week reduced to three days
on the other; the starvation wages-—all this has® called forth
a situation of fearfil misery. The agricultural laboitrers and

“small-holders are in a staie of misery excceding anything

imaginable. In a country with a total population of eight
million there are 750,000 unemployed! These unemployed,
who do not receive any -unemployment benefit or relief, are
doomed to death by starvation (there is an enormous increase
in the fizures relating 1o sickness, death and suicide), as the
great masses have not the Icast prospect of obtaining work.

. The political situation corresponds to the economic sitnas
tion. The social basis of fascism is becoming ever narrower.
The fascist terror of the bourgeoisie increases with the grow-
ing misery of the masses. Since the rewrn from exile of the
socialist Garami and lhis comrades, social-fascism has been
performing its tratorions role of strike-breaker and informer
more shameclessly than ever. Needless to say, under such
circumstances the aggravation of the class struggle is pro-
ceeding at a rapid pace. Communist ideas find a fruitful soil
among the Hungarian working masses, who are exploited to
the utmost and held in political fetters. The industrial work-
ers in the towns have long been infecied with the “bacillns
of Communism”,

The fact that the C.P, of Hungary is growing in strength,
that it has succeeded in winning the sympathy of the broad
working masses in the towns and especially in the capital,
that it possesses mass influence among the latter, that is has

. been able to organise and carry through such. important

actions as the mass strike of the miners last year and the
outspokenly political actions as on August 1st, October 13th
and November 7th, as the dcmonstrations of the mnemploy-
ed which took place on January 26th under the leadership
of the Party—all these events, although they greathly frightene
ed the bourgeoisie, were not unexpected by them. . -
What filled the bourgeoisie with mortal terror was, be-

"sides the advauce of the revolutionary  working class of

Hungary, the attitude of the land workers and the poor pea-
samts: ihe mass demonstrations at the beginning of April, the
tenacity and endurance, the revolutionary determination with
which the agricultural labourers, both men and womea, offercd
reistance in face of the bayonets of the Gendarmerie and the
military, and how, in spitc of arrested and wounided, they
repeatedly demonstrated day after day. These facts offer a
magnificent revoiuticnary prospect for the commeon fights,
which may be expected in the near future, of the industrial
and agricultural workers and the poor prasants on a mational
scale,

The C.P. of Hungary perceives the situation and jg pre-

‘paring for these fixhts.

But this suination is also scen by those who are in powers
and they are likewise preparing for it.  Their reply to the
demonstrations in the provinces was ihe proc’amation of a
state of siege, which is directed not only asainsg the rural

‘working masses who are hecoming radicalised, but. jp the first

Place auainst the C. P, of Hungary, which also shows that the
bourgeoisie clearly realises what is at stake, .
The spontancous economic strikes of the -working class
have since 1927 acquired an increasingly political -character.
In particular, since the decided turn madc by the -C. P, o
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Hungary, after the Open Letter of the C. L of 1929, which put Speaking in the name of the Communist Party, Comrade
an  end to the fractional disunity of the Party leadersiiip, Jacquemotte pointed out that the attitude which the Commu-
Crcated a united Bolstevist working class lcadership, burged  nists had adopted already jn the year 1926 at the time of
the Pary of opportunism and finally led to the correct Bolshe-  the Stabilisation of the currency had proved to be correct,
vist path—ihe working class, in place of the

former spontanc-

‘ous movement, is consciously pursuing the revolutionary path,

The C. P. of Hungary can no longer be kept silent.  On
the contrary, fascism and soclal fascism are entering into an
open alliance for the fi i , i
Spectre of a new proletarian dictatorship and its embodiment
the C. P, of Hungary, for the extermination of the Bolshevist
-leaders and the annihlilation ;
in spite of everything the revolutionary movement in Hungary
is dewveloping and steadily gaining ground.

—

- The Political Situation in Belgium,

Tax alleviations for the Rich — Heavier burdens oa the
Workers.

-The Belglan Parliament js at present prorogued uatil the
6th of May. [y the course of jtg last session the most important
i were adopted and the Youug Plan ratified
.the votes of the bourgeois barties and of the social
. democrats against the one vote of the representative of the

Communist Party, while the Flemish nationalists, who
abstained from voting, ventured to Speak  against these
measures after the comedy was over, Before  the House
rose it discussed the tax alleviations in favour of the rich
and the bills which are intended to help the capitalists jn

the present crisis. The voting on these meusures will take
place in May.
The budget items which have been accepted give a very

clear “indication of the policy of the
i. e. reaction and war-preparation,
tary purposes amounts to alinost double of that for social
burposes: 1300 million  Francs for the army  and navy,
144 million Francs for the gendarmerie, and only 667 million
for social insurance ang other - social services. The extra
items of the war budget (for fortiiications, armainents, air
_Porce etc.) amount to 200 millioy more than last year. The
" military budget has risen by 36 per cent, the social budget,
however, only by 86 per cent. This vear the government
 expends, per head of the population, 167 Francs on war pre-
Parations and increased repression, 54 Francs og social in-
Surance and old age i 9.50 Francs on vocational
" Schools, 5.85 Francs on the public health service, etc. -

* During the discussion of the Foreign Oiiice Budget in the

Capitalist fovernment,
The expenditure for mili-

>enate, M. Rutten, a member of the Clerical party, made a
fierce attack on the Soviet Union and on the alleged religious
persecution obtaining there, During his spcech he divulged

the fact that already in August 1922, Cardinal Mercier had
proposed an “international expedition” against the “challenge”
of Bolshevism, .

- The social-democrat De Brouckere did not hesitate to state
that he had been a member of a Committee of Investigation
‘Set- up in this matter, that he was greatly “moved” by the
Speech of Pater Rutten, and that his party shares the latter’s

- Opinions. Nevertheless he advocated the resumption of relations

i Soviet Union in the interests of the Belgian ca-

Pitalists,

In the course of the debate in the Chamber on the tax
alleviations it came to an extremely interesting passage of
arms between Vandervelde, the leader of his Majesty’s Oppo-
Sition, and Jasper, the Prime Minister. Vandervelde delivered
an academic speech in order to defend the “principle” of

progressive income tax which is being replaced by a

X which favours the rich. Jaspar replied in
by which he caused indignation and coniusion in the ranks
of the social democrats. Before the elections in May 1929,
he declared, the social democrats had opposed the tax alle-
viationg of 1926 in favour of social insurance,  After their
defeat z¢ the elections, the social democrats changed their

Ctics: and proceeded to couduct a demagogic campaign for

tax alleviations, This opportunist attitude made it easy

for the Prime Minister to show that diiferences of opinion

Prevailed. between the majority and the reformist opposition

My i regard to the extent of the measures, hut uot in regard
fiecessity of saving capitalism, .

: lgw for the defence of the

- his trial and reconciled hjlnseli with the king,

a fighting speech

€ exposed the demagogy of the social democrats ang of the
clericals, and pointed out that after the rich have been granted
tax alleviations, the workers wil] have to bay higher taxes
than ever before. The proletariat myst oppose the patriotic
celebrations of the Centenary of Belgium which are being
prepared, by a determined fight for ijtg own interests.

THE BALKANS

The Croatian Nationalist Movement,
The Trial of Dr. Matghek and the Croatian Nationalists,
By P. Dragatchevatz.

After four months of imprisonment on remand, accompauied
by the usual police tortures, there commenced on the 24|, of
April the trial of the leader of the Croat Peasunt Party,
"Dr. Matchek and 22 Croat Nationalists, This trial shows that
dictatorship is commencing, with the ajq of the exceptional
State, a determined fight against the
Croat nationalist movement. The aim of the dictatorship js, hy
“imposing  severe punishments on the present leader of the

of prominent followers of
the Radich party, to deprive tle Croat movement of its leader-
ship, to intimidate the masses and to prevent the revolutionary
ferment in Croatia from developing into 2 real national-
revolutionary movement, )

' The wiole case has been framed up by
_dirtiest mcthods of the Yugoslavian police.
accused of having participated in sjx conspiracies, and a
number of other crimes.  The police, by means of tortures,
extracted “confessions” fromn the accused that Matchek is gne
of the chicf insticators of the conspiracies. Al the accused
have since withdrawn these “confessions”,

Belgrade is delivering this blow at the moment when the
Croat Nationalist movement is showing its irrcconciluhility
towards the dictatorial regime, The leaders o the Croat
movement felt that, in face of the discontent of the masses, it
was impossible to Capitulate to the dictatorship  witlout
appearing as traitors in the eyes of the masses; that it would
be better to suifer imprisomnent than to think of coming to
terms with the Great Serbian regime, Begitch and Hranilovitch

ravely received bayonet stabs in the breast in the Zagreb
police prison, and Dr. Matchek emphatically refused six various
Ministerial seats which were offered to him on the order of
the king as the price of his capitulation,

There are being repeated the events of the yvear 1924,
when the Croat movement, under the leadership of Stephan
Raditch, reached the highest point of its forces, wlen Raditch
was threatened with prison and capital punishment, and later
was in fact actually thrown into prison, The imprisoned Raditch
capitulated to the big Servian regnne before tle beginnig of
who four years

meatis of the
Dr. Matchek is

later had him murdered.

There exists, however, a great difference between the
leader of the Croat national;st peasant
Raditch, and the present leaders.
allies in the Red Peasant International, ip the nationale
revolutionary organisation of the Balkans, in those Organisae
tions to which the oppressed working peasants of Croatia
directed their glunce. Stephan Raditch then gave up tlie
alliance with these natural allies, for he was not a revolutio-
nary leader of the peasant movement in Croatia, but a leader
who could not free himself from petty-bourgeois vacillation
when he had to decide whether he should rely mainly on the
bourgeoisie or on the poor and middle peasant masses and the
workers,

The present leaders, however, at the moment when tlhe
Croatian peasant movement is straining  all its forces, are
following quite another path. Those leaders who have bqeu
delegated abroad
were imposed by England, Italy and Huungary for their “help
for tle emancipation of the Croatian people”, They .for!ncd
4 united froat with the reactionary aud fascist organisations

then
movemeut, Stephan
Stephan Raditch sought his
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of the Macedonians in Bulgaria; they expect help from fascist
Italy and Hungary, which are keeping their own peasantry in
a state of the most cruel feuda! bondage. L

Whilst the Croat peasant masses are enthusiastic over }he
fight of the Communist Party, are following its example, taking
part in joint actions (barricades in Zagreb, ‘dxstnb.utlon of
Communist literature etc.) and brotherly sharing with them
every piece of bread in prison; whilst they are demanding the
united front with the Communist Party, greeting with
enthusiasm the victory of the Red Army in Manchuria and are
offering themselves as volunteers in its ranks, their leaders
abroad are taking part in the united front of the imperialists
and of the Pope against the Soviet Union and are organising
the incitement against the Communists.

The trial of Dr. Matchek and the Croat nationalists, and
the severe sentences which will be imposed, just as they are
imposed every day on Communists and national revolutionaries,
mean a historical moment for the Croat national peasant move-
ment. The main slogan with which the Croat toiling masses
must reply to the trial of Dr. Matchek is the creation of fighting
committees of workers and peasants for the purpose oi over-
throwing the present regime.

]

The torture of political prisoners in the Yugoslavian pri-
sons has become such an international scandal that even the
bourgeois press can no longer remain silent. The “Berliner

. Tageblatt” for instance, in its issue of 29th April, publishes

a detailed report by an Eye-witness on “The Inferno of the
South Slavian Dictatorship. The writer states:

The examination of the arrested normally takes place
during the day, when however, anybody is fetched from his
cell during the night to be examined, it means that he is
to be subjected to torture.

The tortures invariably take place in the presence of the
President of the Police, Bedekovitch, in special sound-proof
rooms. The murder of prisoners is carried out in the cellar.
There exist various systems of torture, ranging from burning
the heels with candles to dislocating and breaking arms and
fingers. During the tortures a gramaphone plays liveiy tunes
in order to drown the cries of the victim.

Referring to two of the accused in the present trial,
the former Colonel Begitch and Marko Hranilovitch the writer
states: .

“Begitch was beaten by the police President Bedekovitch
himself and by the local commander of Agram, General
Belimarkovitch. Finally a gendarme plunged a bayonet into
his breast.”

CHINA

The Forthcoming First Chinese Soviet
Congress.
By Chen Kwang (Shanghai).

The agrarian revolution and the partisan fights of the
peasants arc today one of the chicf symptoms of the Chinese
revolution. During the past year the revolutionary fights of
the peasants, under the leadership of the Communist
Party, have developed further and gained ground
enormously in South China. In North China also the
peasants have spontancously taken the field against
the rule of the military rulers. A strong movement
has arisen among the Mohammedan peasants in connec-
tion with the distribution of food in the famine areas. Even if
the peasant forces, known as the “Red Lances” and the “Big
Knives”, are still oiten under the leadership of the small
landowners and rich peasants, this movement is, on the whole,
directed against all property owners. In the Eastern part of
the province of Chili, in the neighbourhood of Paotingfu and
in the Northern part of the province of Honan, it has often
happened that thousands of peasants have marched into the
town, destroyed the government buildings and opposed the
collection of taxes.

In South China, the peasants are waging a life and death
struggle against the landowners. In many districts the
landowners, aided by Kuomintang troops, have recaptured

- tricts.

power and driven the peasants off the Jand. They have not
only taken back their landed property, but also forcibly seized
the land belonging to the poor peasants. But the more brutally
the landowners proceed against the peasants, the more fierce
becomes the fight of the peasants for land.

In many places in South China, the peasants have already
confiscated the whole of the estates of the landed proprietors.
In those places where the power of the landlords has been
overthrown, the peasants have set up Soviets. The boundary
posts are destroyed and the Jand distributed among the poor
peasants and members of the Red Army. The village Soviets
have also introduced the eight-hour day and labour protection.

Up to now the Soviet Power has been setp in 18 dis-
Many provincial towns are in the hands of the workers
and peasants. The Soviet territory in the province of West
Fukien comprises eight districts. The towns of Lungyenchow,
Yungtinghs, San-han and Tingchow are in the hands of the
Red Army under the leadership of Tsude and Mau-Tsedung.
The Soviet territories in Kwangsl embrace over six districts;
the most important towns in these districts are also in the

. hands of the Soviets.

There are even larger Soviet territories in the provinces
of Hupeh and Kiangsl. According to the imperialist press in
China, all districts in the province of Hupeh, with the exception
of Wuchang, are in the hands of the Reds. In Wuchang, the
fight of the revolutionary workers has broken out again: the
movement in this district will be one of the chief points of
support of the revolutionary movement. In Tayehhsle, in
December last, two mutinous regiments of the government
troops carried out a revolt together with the workers in the
iron works and the red peasant defence force in the villages,
and hoisted the Soviet flag. Although the town of Tayehhsie
is again in the occupation of white-guardist troops, the revo-
lutionary centres in East Hupeh have remained unshaken.

It is in this process of advancing agrarian revolution that
the Red Workers’ ‘and Peasants’ Army has been founded. In
the previous years the armed forces of the peasants were
organised in connection with the sharpening of the class
struggle. In the past six months, over 60 well organised
mutinies of the soldiers have broken out, in which it has
happened that whole battalions and regiments have gone over
to the Red Army.

Thanks to this favourable situation, the Chinese Red
Workers and Peasants Army has grown enormously; it pum-
bers today 13 armies with over 100000 men distributed over
the various Soviet territories. Their weapons and equipment
are fairly good. In addition to the Red Army, there is for
example in Kiangsi, in the area in which the third Red
Workers’ and Peasants Army rules, the Red Peasant Defence,
consisting of nine formations, each numbering 5000 men.

The leaders of the cadres are the leaders of the workers
and peasants who have already experienced the great Chinese
Revolution; they all work under the direction of the Communist
Party. The Red Soldiers have always been outnumbered—ten
to one—, but thanks to the support of the masses, the nume-
recally superior enemy has always been vanquished. It is this
invincibility of the Red Arny that has caused the imperialists
and the Chinese bourgeoisie and landowning class to unite
against the Revolution. The Kuomintang military rulers are
sending their troops into the villages in order to *“purge” them.

. But all these attacks prove in vain in face of the upsurge oi

the Chinese Revolution, the revolutionising of the world
proletariat and the victorious consolidation of the Soviet Union.

It is in this situation that the Communist Party of China,
together with the Chinese red trade unions, have convened an
All-China Soviet Congress. At this Congress a uniform
leadership for the whole of the Soviet territories will be set
up in order to secure the leading role of the proletariat in the
revolution. This leadership will enact laws regarding the land;
laws for the protection of labour, the organisation of the Red
Army and the Constitution of the Soviets, and proclaim the
fight for the All-China Soviet Power of the workers, peasants
and soldiers.

This Soviet Congress in China will take place on the 30th
of May, on the amnniversary of the massacre of the revolutio-
nary workers and students in Shanghai by the imperialists
in the year 1925. Proletarians of all countries! You must aid
the Chinese Revolution by your energetic support. We will
all march shoulder to shoulder on the way to the victory of
the world revolution, to the establishment of the Soviet Power
in the whole world. -
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_FIRST OF MAY

May Day Manifesto of the Communist
International, ]

To the Proletariat of all Lands!
To the Oppressed Peoples of the Whole ‘World!

Comrades! The maturing world economic crisis is laying
bare more and more the contradictions which are tearing
tthe capitalist world asunder. The boastful claims of the bour-
geosie and their social democratic lackeys concerning the
inexhaustible forces and the organisational and creative power
of capitalism are collapsing. The bourgeoisie stand impotent
before the crumbling of the world capitalist system. DBut they
have still the power to condemn millions and tens of millions
of workers and peasants to starvation and death. In all parts
of the world, in the home countries and in the colonies, the
bourgeoisie are striving to escape from the crisis by worsening
the conditions of the toilers. While the financial magnates are
making huge profits out of the crisis, the workers are being
thrown out of work in hundreds of thousands. Twenty million
unemployed, victims of the crisis and of capitalist rationali-
sation, are tramping the strects of the cities; while in the
country districts large masses of peasants, ruined by the agri-
cultural crisis, are being sold up by the finance-capitalists and
forced to join the army of unemployed and paupers.

The fascist terror rages more fiercely than ever. The
capitalist governments, which means also the social-democratic
governments, brutally attack the workers and peasants aud
put them to death by trial and without trial. ‘They shoot down
strikers, demonstrators, protesting peasants and colonial slaves.
Everywhere their first aim is to dcstioy the revolutionary
vanguard of the working class, the Communist Party.

Workers, tan you not see the lcaders of the IL Inter-
national and of the Amsterdam International among the exe-
cutioners who shoot down and blud<con the workers in Berlin,
London and New York, in South America, in China, in India,
in Indo-China and in Africa?

In the imperialist countries the rivalry in armaments is
becoming more frenzied. While ordinary production is being
curtailed the munitions industries are working at high pressure
in all capitalist countries. Tle so-called pcace treaties are
nothing but a skein of lies to hide the preparations and the
regrouping of forces for new imperalist wars. There is not a
part of the world where the struggle for world domination
between the U.S.A. and Great Britain, which is the pivot of
international contradictions In the capitalist world, has not
reached an unparalleled degree of intensity as a consequence
of the economic crisis. There is not a place in the Pacific
where the Interests and appetitics of Washington, London and
Tokio are not in irreconcilable conilict. The London Naval
‘Agreement is a new instrument of war, and everyone of the
parties to it is hastening with every effort to utilise it for its
own war aims. In the present circumstances, when the struggle
for markets is more fierce than it has ever been, the Young
Plan serves to hasten a new military clash between imperialist
groups. The danger of war arising from French and Italian
rivalry in the Mediterrancan is so imminent that even the
imperialists and the leaders of the IL International can no
fonger conceal it.

Thus, humanity is being rapidly drawn into the whirlpool
of machinations for the organisation of new imperialist wars.
The charlatans of the Il. International are striving to lull the
vigllance of the workers by their peace talk. The fascist
demagogues hold out the bait to the more backward sections
of the people of the prospect of a “proiitablc™ war.

Toilers! Turn a deaf ear to them all. Remecmber! Your
fathers were told exactly the same tales on the eve of the
imperialist war in 1914 which, as you know, killed and maimed
ten million human victims.

The bourgeoisie belicve that a new imperialist war is the
only way out of the present crisis of world capitalism. But
the activity of the international proletariat and the growing
might of the Soviet Union hinders the imperialists from carrying
out their plans for dividing up the world. The world bour-

geoisie hoped to destroy the Soviet State by a political and
economic blockade, by sabotage, violence and threats, but their
calculations have been upset by the successes in socialist con-
struction achieved in the Soviet Union. Thanks to their firm
endurance, courage and steadfastness, their determined and
consistent peace policy, while ready at any moment to oifer
stern resistance to violence and provocation, the toilers of the
Soviet Unlon have managed to ward off the attacks of the
imperialists and continue unswervingly their peaceful work of
socialist construction. The Five-Year Plan of economic devel-
opment now being carricd out in the U.S.S.R. serves to prove,
as nothing has ever done before, that the international prole-
tariat is not only sufficiently mature to overthrow capitalism,
but also to build up socialist society. The wretclied and
oppressed peasantry in capitalist countries, the despairing
colonial slaves see how, in the land of the proletarian dictator-
ship, millions of small peasant iarmns, by being rapidly raised
to a higher mat;rial and cultural level, form part of the grand
process of socialist reconstruction on the basis of collective
farming.

It is precisely for this reason that the imperialist orzanisers
of war are brandishing their weapons more violently and
provocatively against the Soviet Union. It is precisely for this
reason that the ruling imperialist cliques appoint such govern-
ments in Poland, in Rumania, and in other countries which
are subservient to them, as are unreservedly prepared to
supply cannon fodder for military attack on the US.S.R. It is
for this reason that the social-democratic slanderers and provo-
cators, who, confounded by the tremendous successes of
socialist construction in the Soviet Union, hide from the
workers the active preparations for war that are being made
against the U.S.S.R. and behind their backs take an active part
in the preparations of this war.

Workers! Toilers! Stand in defence of the First Repuhlic
of Labour! Stand in defence of the Soviet Union, your socialist
fatherland!

Last year, the bourgeoisie and their social-democratic
hirelings flercely attacked the revolutionary demonstrators on
Muay 1st. By this bloodshed they hoped to restrain the revo-
lutionary upsurge of the labour movement. But they were
sadly mistaken, The workers are retaliating to this raging of
tcrror by extendihg the front of the proletarian struggle. They
are replying to the penal laws agaiust strikes by intensifying
the strike struggles. They are replying to the placklegsing

of the reformist trade union bureaucrats by organising Strike

committees. by electing red factory councils, by strengtheuing
the revolutionary trade union opposition, by forming red
trade unions. _

The strike movement, which is increasingly assuming a
decisive character. is becoming a great school for the revo-
lutionary proletarian struggle against the bourgeoisie and
its state.

On August 1st, 1929, the International Day of Struggle
Against Imperialist War, and March 6th, 1930, the International
Day of Struggle Against Unemployment, tens of thousands of
demonstrators answered the call of the Communist Party.
Before the broad masses of the workers they exposed the
war conspiracy of the financial oligarchy and the social-
democratic leaders. The bourgeoisie and their social-fascist
ministers desired to split the working class by setting the
unemployed against the employed. ‘The March 6th demon-
strations upset this criminal plan. 'The demonstrations in
Detroit and New York caused alarm among the proud bour-
geoisie of the United States and their servant Hoover. The
demonstrators in Berlin and London tore the mask from the
social-detnocratic governments of MacDonald and Miiller at
the very moment when they had come to an agreement with
their bourgzeoisie to perpetuate another act of plunder against
the employed and the uncmployved. In all parts of the world,
the more active part of the masses of the workers heroicully
repulsed the attacks of the gangs of police and gendarines
during the demonstrations. ‘

The revolutionary reserves are already coming up. The
proletariat of China, recovering from thie blows of tlic counler-
revolution, strengthened and steeled in the strugeic with world
imperialism, is rising for new revolutionary struggles. Chinese

revolutionary peasants are raising the Red Flag of the Soviets

in armed struggles in numerous parts pi t]le country. lee
young proletariat of India, gathering figliting cxperience

f
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hig strikes and demonstrations,-and unmasking the treacherous
manocuvres of the Indian bourgeois parties, are preparing for
their world bistorical mission of leading the hundreds of
millions of enslaved peasauts in their revolutionary struggle
awainst predatory British imperialism. The rumblings of class
struggles are heard louder and louder iv South America, New
reiforcements from among the Negroes of Africa, who are
rising against imperialist oppression, are joining the revoe
lutionary reserves. !

Proletarians of all countries! The Communist International
calls on you to signalise May First. the day of international
proletarian solidarity. by mass revoluticnary actions, by mass
strikes or demonstrations, according i 1t
calls on you to rally to its banner for a determined struggle
against the growing capitalist offensive, against the monstrous
increase of exploitation, against the distress of unemployment,
fascism, against the new fmperialist
wars which are approaching. The Communist International
calls on you to increase your fighting preparedness, and to
stand firmly in- defence of the Soviet Union against the
imperialist cliques and their flunkeys in the camp of social
democracy and social papalism, who are feverishly preparing
for their attack upon her.

Workers! Take advantage of the situation created by the
economic crisis: support with all your might the millions of
unemployed and strengthen thereby the army of the prolet-
ariat. Organise your forces for the overthrow of capitalism,
for the social revolution. Rally arround the Communist Party!

Poor farmers and all the toiling masses of the villages!
Only in a fighting alliance with the revolutionary proletariat
will you succeed in throwing off the increasing oppression of
the capitalists and the landowners. March under the leadership
of the proletariat to the victorious struggles for socialism.
Learn from the fighters in the October Revolution, leari from
the collective farmers in the U.S.S.R.! .

Oppressed nations of the colonies! Unite in a revolutwonary
struggle for the overthrow of the power of the imperialist
bandits and their fendal-capitalist allies in your country! Join
closely with the revolutionary workers of the capitalist
countries!

Toilers and oppressed! Remember the horrors and
sacrifices of the imperialist war. hnperialist wars are stealing
on you -once more. Rouse the revolutionary consciousness of
the soldiers and sailors! Preparc to convert imperialist war
jnto a civil war of all toilers "against your- owi bourgeoisic.
Organise your forces for the defence of the U.S.S.R!

Soldiers and Sailors! Down with brass hat discipline and
parrack room slavery! Fraternise with the workers. Firmly
remember your duty in war time to turn your
machine guns against the exploiters.

Working women! Your vanguard iS bravely and
steadfastly holding the revolutionary front. Fight against the
gaunt hand of hunger which is strangling your children. Call
your brothers and husbands to join the revolutionary struggle.

" Young proletarians! Capitalist rationalisation is devouring
your fresh energy. You are the first whom the imperialists
intend to fling into war. To the front lines of the revolutionary
class struggle!

Long live revolutionary May Day!

Long live the proletarian united front!

Down with capitalist rationalisation—Long live the seven-
hour Day!

Long live the U.S.S. R.—the fatherland oi the toilers of
all tands!

Down with
of tusz colonies!

Down with imperialist war! Down with capitalism!
Jive the World Soclal Revolution!

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST
. INTERNATIONAL.

jmperialist oppression—-Long live the liberation

Long

Preparations for the First of May in China.

By Yu-Fai :

In a recent number of the “Shanhai Bao”,

daily paper of twe Chinese Trade Union ‘Federation, we
an exceedingly interesting report from Shanghai:

On March 30, the workers of Shaughai took possession
of the central assembly hall oi the Kuomintaug in the Sytschuan

the semi-legal
find

cannon and

and there held a delegate -meeting, which was called on °
trade union federation and the -
revolutionary Shanghai trades Council, to discu&s preparations
jor the Ist of May. The meeting was attended by 300 dele-
gates, consisting for the main part of workers, but also de-

Road
the initiative of the Chinese

. legates from various anti-imperialist students organisations,

from the Red Aid and other organisations. The police n the
neighbourhood of the hall were disarmed and held under arrest
by worker guards. In front of the platiorm there bung 2
red flag bearing the inscription “Defend the preparatory -
meeting for the First of May”, “General Strike and Demon-
stration on the First of May!" All the buildings and the
surrounding streets were sharply guarded by worker guards.

Police patrols who encountered the cordon of worker
guards held up their hands as a sign that they did not intend
offering any resistance, and likewise were placed under
arrest. The delegate meeting discussed a number of draft
appeals and manifestoes dealing with the political general
strike on the First of May, the organisation of a demonstration
on the anniversary. of the Shanghai upheaval in 1927,
strengthening of the Red Trade unions and the worker’s
guards etc. A resolution calling for a political general strike
on the First of May was adopted unanimously.

After the conclusion of the meeting, the worker guards
returned to the police the weapons taken from them. Shortly
after all delegates and worker guards had gone, the police
and military appeared with four armoured cars. In the
meantime, short mass meetings were held in the workers’
dictricts, leaflets were read out and reports delivered on the
delegate meeting which has just taken place.

SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION
IN THE SOVIET UNION

) The Opening of » Turksib®.
By T.RyskulovV (Moscow).

The construction of the Turksib railway is completed. On
the 1st of May traific will comence jor ‘the first time over
the whole line. The forinal opening of Turksib will be parfi-
cipated in by representatives of the Republicsy the wvarious
organisations and a number of big undertakings now in course '
of construction.

The idea of linking up Siberia with central Asia by means
_of a railway, which was discussed some decades ago and the
realisation of which seemed to be exceedingly _diiﬁcult,‘has
now been actually carried out by the Soviet Power, A very.
important victory has thereby been achieved on the socialist-
construction front. This victory -has been achieved thanks to .
the -enthusiasm and the creative energy of the working masses
under the leadership of the Party and the Soviet Power.

The construction of Turksib is of special significance in
view of the fact that, together with the Dnyeprostrol, it 15
one of the largest undertakings, work on which was com-.
menced at the beginning of the reconstruction period of .the
pational economy. The building of such a long stretch -0
railway shows not only the extent and the tempo of th
economic construction, hut also the attention which the
Power is devoting to transport, which acquires the greatest
importance in the planned construction of socialist economy:

The building of Turksib means before all that Central Asia
will be assured oi supplies of cheap grain from the nearest
corn districts (Siberia, Kasakstan, Kirgis), which will serve 10
promote the development of cotton growing, an
turn satisiv the demands of our textile industry for Sovit
grown cotton. This measure will mean a great saving I
regard to our valuta, as it will enable us to lumit the impor
ot foreign cotton and also to put to good use enornous quanti
ies of corn which will now be seut irom the North Caucastts:
the Ukraine and the Volga arca 1o Central Asia. L

‘The progranime for cotton production in Central Asia 1%
now ahnost. double the figures originally laid down W
Five-Year Plan. Although this maxinum programme of C0“°‘:_
mroduction appeared guilc jlpossible to us eighteen ﬂ_“”‘m“ N
or 1w ycars @xo, to-day it is proving 1o be quite realisalic
At the same time it must be pointed out that such an extension
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of the cotton-growing programme would be itnpossible without
the completion of the Turksib railway. .

The backward border regions inhabited by non Russians
formeriy-oppressed by Tsarism, have, thanks to thie October
Revolatisix hecome national Republics which are building up
their awe life.- ‘The construction of *“Turksib” gives a poweriul
itmpetus._ s the further development of these peoples and will

draw tham into-the gencral work of secialist construction.

This is a result-of the correct national policy of the Party and
oi the Saqviet Power.

The experiences gained in the construction of Turksib
constitute a magnificent example: completion of the railway
a year earlier than the time laid down in the origmal plan.
This experience is of special importance because “Turksib” is
the first completely new big railway constructed under the
Soviet Pewer. In connection with the extraordinary extent
and the growth of national economy, it has proved possible
to proiject fer the remaining years of the Five-Year Plan the
construction of a whole network of new railways of about
10 000 kilometres in length. .

The economic and cultural devolopment of the districts of
the Soviet Union which have hitherto been hampered in their
developmnent, are raised to a new and higher level with the
completion of “Turksib”, which guarantees the rapid advance
of these -districts on the road to socialisin, )

INDIA
India’s Struggle for Independence.

A= Appeal of the League Against Imperialism to the Workers
: of Europe.

India has today become the focus of the struggle for
freedom of the hundreds of millions of colonial slaves oppressed
and exploited by British imperialism.  The movement for
national independence has within the last few months been
developing with lightning rapidity from a constitutional move-
ment under bourgeois leadership into a revolutionary mass
movenient of the workers, peasants and radicalised petty
bourgeaisie. UMAder the terrible and increasing pressure of
imperialis¢ exploitation, and aiter years of betrayal by leaders
consistently seeking compromises with_imperialism, the Indian
-masses with the industrial workers «iny the forefront are now
breaking' out into open revolt for the attamment of their full
national and social liberty.

The revolutionary energy of the masses that had already
found expression in a series of determined and protracted
strikes of the industrial workers, is daily gaming in extent and
mtensity. - Hundreds of thousands of workers — railwavmen,
miners, textile, jute and dock workers, etc. — are on strike
throughout India; peasants are openly flouting the laws and
organising committees to conduct the movement for the non-
Payment of taxes to the Government; hundreds of villuge
officials are resigning their posts; students are leaving their
colleges and universities and the youth leagues are actively
taking part in organising the movement of civil disobedicnce.
NOt,Withs(anding the efiorts made by the officiai leaders of the

ndian National Congress to restrain the revolutionary energy
of the masses by preaching non-violence, the masses have
taken the initiative into their own hands and are offering
Hcreasingly active resistance to the poiice and the military.
ousands of warkers stormed the imperialist law courts at
K“?ﬂ\l‘ hundreds of thousands demonstrating in Calcutta
against the arrest oi their leaders have heen rallving again
and again to the fight against the rifles of the police and the
amoured cars of the military. Revolutioniries stormed the
©arsenal at Chittagong and derailed the trams.  Despite the
gritality of the armed police, tens of thousands demonstrated
I Whe streets of Lahore in support oi those who had delibera-
fely defieq authority. In the nulitary cenire of Peshawar tliere
Ve been ‘bloedy confiicts with the armed forces of the Mac-
donalg Government. In the districts ot the United Provinces
:W Allahabad, peasants are disobeying the laws and offering
c‘“-'?-,tesiz:.tance to the police. In the garrison town of Poona
ere were stormy demonstrations, while in Bombay — the
Centre of the revolutionary workers' unions — the advanced
- Mustsid . proletariat is leading the  struggle for freedom
Miwithstanding the fact that the armed forces of DBritish

rialisim have been mobilised against thein,

-the Meerut Prisoners’ Defence into the factories.
.protest against the ‘arrest and imprisonment of the fighters

—

Faced with this All-India mass movement and anxious to

keep India in comtinued subjection to British imperialism, the
“Labour” ‘Government of Ramsay MacDonald is resorting to
the most extreme and brutal forms of repression that have
ever been adopted in India. The same Ramsay MacDonald
who in 1924 was responsible for that reactionary measure
known as the Bengal Ordinance, is today using machine-guns,
armoured cars, police oppression and torture, martial law,
special repressive legislation and the machinery of the imperia-
list law courts against the working class and its Jeaders, in
whom he sees the real menace to the continuance of British
imperialist explottation. Thirty-three of the real leaders oi the
working class have been kept for over a year in the Meerut
Gaol to undergo the meckery of a trial deliberately aimed at
sentencing them to heavy terms oi imprisonment. The leaders
of the G. L P. railway strike including Deshpande, the General
Secretary of the All-lndia Trade Union Cougress, have iust
been sentenced to terms of rigorous imprisonment. The leaders
of the S.L R. strike were sentenced last year to ten years’
rigorous imprisonment. Santiram Mondal of the Eeast India
Railway Union has received the monstrous sentence of five
vears' hard labour for having told the truth about the police
assanlt on the railway workers. .

That the non-violent doctrines of Gandhi are not regarded
as a serious menace to British imperialist domination is shown
by the comparatively light sentences passed upon his followers,
as well as by the Viceroy's Ordinance discriminating between
the non-violent movement and the revolutionary movement
against which the MacDonald Government has empowered the
police and the soldiery to proceed with ruthless brutality.

In this heroic struggle of the Indian masses, the proletariat
of Europe and America and particutarly of Great Britaln must
give immediate proof of their active solidarity. They must
demand the release cf the working class leaders on trial in
Meerut, among whom is Thengdi, the President of the League
Against lmperialism, and they must extend the campaign for
They must

against imperialism, including Deshpande, General Secretary of
the All-lndia Trade Union Congress. and of Jawaharlal Nehru,
President of the Indian National Congress and member of the
Executive Committee of the International League Against
Imperialism.  ‘They must mobilise the whole force of the
working class to expose and denounce the regime of terror
established iv India by the MacDonald Government which has
converted Indian cities into armed camps, which is governing
India by martial law, which is arresting and shooting workers
en masse and inflicting vindictive sentences on a_ hitherio
unprecedented scale. They must organise mass meetings in
support of the Indian struggle for independence, and they must
do their utmost to prevent the dispatch of troops and mwnitions
of war to India’

THE WHITE TERROR

Savage Sentences on American Workers’
Leaders.
By J. Louis Engdahl (New York).

The Delegation of the March Sixth Unemployed Demon-
stration in Union Square, New York City, is in Prison.

The great capitalists. of Wall Street are rushing prepara-
tions for a banquet in honour of their police commissioner,

-“Bloody” Whalen, planned for May Sixth.

The banquet is to express the appreciation of big business
for the efiicicncy displaved by “Bloody™ Whalen in smashing
the demonstrations of the jobless.

It will be capitalism's feast celebrating the imprisonment
of William Z. Foster, Robert Minor, Israel Amter, Joseph
Leston and Harry Raymond, This feast can only be disturbed
by the increasing rumbling of the thunder of labour's protest,
developing into an irresistible demand “Release our Prisouners!”

Asainst the vengeance campaign of the parasite profiteers
the iniled March Sixth spokesmen for the unemployed have

“everywhere in the capitalist courts sounded the note of defiance

of the working class, in

New York, in Milwaukee, in Los
Angeles, across the land. :

-
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The New York trial was typical. It revealed all the
railroading methods of capitalist class justice. " Thg charge
was whittled down to one of “unlawful assembly”. The crime
was supposed to consist in the fact that three or more persons
were gathered together to do an unlawful act, that is, attempt
to parade to the City Hall to present the grievances of the
jobless. It was held that the crime was immediately com-
mitted when William Z. Foster, secretary of the Trade Union
Unity League, the organiser of the demonstration, put the
question to the great throng of 110000 workers whether they
would accept the edict oi “Bloody” Whalen that they would
not'be permitted to parade. The demonstration had responded
with a unamimous “No!” and Foster had coucluded the mcetit]g
with, “Then let us proceed down Broadway to the City Hall"!

Three judicial puppets of the Morgaus, Rockefellers and
‘Astors constituted the court. They were nameless even
in the reports of part of the capitalist press. It was in this
capitalist judicial stench that the demauds of seven millions
of jobless were taised. The lackey judges had received their
instructions on how to railroad Foster, Minor, Amter, Leston
and Raymond to prison. They would not admit a word con-
cerning the bloody attack of the police ou the demonstration
immediately it began to move into Broadway. Whalen himself,
the star witness for the prosecution, had testified to the com-
plete orderliness of the demonstration up to the moment that
“the riot wagons, the mounted and foot police, the armoured
motorcycle brigades and the other paraphernalia of open
warfare began the attack. Movies and talkies of the demon-
strafioh vividly displaying the police attack were barred by
the servile court that joined with the prosecutor in declaring
nearly every vital fact produced as “incompetent, irrelevant
and immaterial”, the holy trinity of capitalist court jargon.

Foster, Minor and Amter, on the witness stand, broke
through the meshes of capitalist court procedure suificiently to
state the aims of the March Sixth Unemployed Demonstrations.
The court insisted on blinding itself to the fact that such demon-
strations were held in all the great cities of the land, in coun-
tries the world over.

The conviction of the Unemployed Delcgation was rail-
roaded through in less than a day. It marked another logical
step in Inflicting the full possibilities of capitalist class justice
upon the prisoners. The delegation had been arrested on the
steps of the City Hall, on the afternoon of March Sixth, when
it arrived in spite of all police precautions to present the
demands of the Union Square demonstration. It was held
incommunicado. Lawyers furnished by the International Labour
Dciense were not permitted to see any of the prisoners. The
whole top laver of capitalist class justice was mobilised the
next day, Chief Magistrate McAdoo, District Attorney Crain,
and all the camp followers, when the prisoners were brouglt
into court and held without bail. They were only admitted to
bail after habeas corpus proceedings had been carried through
successfully. When about to be released they were arrested
on fresh charges, so that it was six days later, March 12, before
they were finally liberated. Without notice, they were ordered
into court March 13 for pleading, which was later set for
March 14. Then they were held for trial on March 24, It
was only with the greatest difficulty that an adjournment was
secured to April 11, in order to make any semblance of
preparations for the case. The demand for a jury trial was
bluntly rejected, although all the charges could pile up 11
vears' imprisonment for each of the prisoners. Immediately
tlie conviction was secured the members of the delegation were
rushed back to the Tombs Prison, again being held without bail.

The sentences have since been pronounced: Foster, Amter,
Minor and Ravmond have each received three years' imprison-
ment, so that International May Day, 1930 will find these
comrades in convict's garb in the famous Sing Sing Prison.

The protest rolls up from many sections of the world.
From Manilla, in the Philipines, tlie Executive Council oi the
Phitippiue National Confederation of Peasants, declares its
solidarity with the imprisoned Delegation, and with the workers
of the United States. Numerous protests are coming in from
workers' organizations in Canada as well as from all sections
of this country.

This protest must gro w. The protest against the imprison-
ment of our comrades now grows into the demand ior their
release, “For the Release of All the hinprisoned March Sixth
Figliters! For tie Release of All the Class War Prisouers!”

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

Labour Struggles in Switzerland.
By Pr. Wieser (Basle).,

Already in February severeal hundred funiture workers
went on strike in Lugano against the will of the reformist trade
union leaders; the growing fighting will of the workers is best
shown by the fact, that the local comrades succeeded by means
of a leaflet in bringing the workers out on strike. These
Tessino workers continued the struggle for more than two
months in spite of the attempts of some social-democratic
leaders to conclude it bv a weak compromise. At the be-
giuning of April this strike was concluded with a wage
increase quite remarkable for conditions in Tessino.

At the beginning of March, about 1500 carpenters and
joiners of Basle struck work for an increase of wages. This
strike is still going on. The reiormist trade wunion leaders
attempted to conclude it already aiter a fortnight by means
of a miserable compromise, which however was almost unani-
mously rejected by the strikers. In spite of this the union
leaders are sabotaging every extension of the strike: they
permit the performance of hlackleg work, so that the compie-
tion of buildings is in no way hindered by the strike.

In Basle about 2500 building workers are employed. On
the 7th of April, during work time, about 2000 workers arranged
a powerful meeting at which they decided on an immediate
strike. The union leaders at once declared that they dis-
approved of the strike and would not pay any strike beneiit.
All in vain! These Basle building workers have now been on
strike for several weeks without reteiving any strike
pay from the trade union. A large-scale relief action was at
once organised by the Communist Party; up to now about
20 000 Francs have been collected; wholesale feeding has becn
organised, and the children of the strikers taken into the homes
of other comrades. A strike committee of representatives
elected from all the various building works is leading and
organising this strike.

This “unofiicial” strike of the Basle building workers
clearly shows the incrgasing radicalisation of the masses.
Encouraged by the attitude of the reformists the police are pro-
ceeding with great brutality against the strikers. On the 19th
of March they attempted to arrest several Italian workers in
the Communist workers' club,, in which also the strike com-
mittee of the building workers have their quarters. The
building workers, however, gave them such a warm reception
that they had to leave, the place with broken sabres and
without the antifascists whom they had intended to arrest.

In Ziirich a meeting of building workers held before Easter
decided to go on strike. The reiormists commenced a sharp
counter-offensive by mecans of posters and leaflets. When the
strikers attempted to call out workers on a building job, the
social-democratic police without warning drew their sabres
against the strikers, injured scveral of them and arrested ten
workers.

In Lausanne the building workers wished to join the
struggle. The trade union leaders thereupon dissolved the
local brancli, whicli however is now being carried on by ouf
comrades who are preparing for the fight.

The intensification of the class struggles in Switzerland
has assumed sharp forins during the last few months. Social
fascism is more and more exposed as the pliant tool of the
employers. This development will be accelerated by the
economic crisis, In March, Swiss foreign trade suffered 2
severe setback. Exports to a whole number of countrics
declined by 40 to 50 per cent. In March last exports to Great
Britain alone were 45 million francs less than during the sume
month last year. )

With the increasing economic crisis the employers will
attempt to save their proiits by means oi wage cuts and inten-
sified rationalisation etc. This again wiil result in sharp
struggles. Thanks to the clarification in the ranks of the b«)l[l'
munist Party of Switzerland which has been proceeding siuict
the Whitsun Plenum, the latter will be better in & position 1o
lead the masses into the struggles, although there are still
shortcomings, due to lack of experieuce.
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Eénlarged Fresidium of the &. €. €. 3.

The World Economic Crisis and the

Revolutionary Wave.
~ By D. Manuilsky.
From the Report Delivered at the Meeting of the Enlarged Presidium of the E.C.C.I,

Some Provisional Conclusions.

The approach of the world economic crisis is now an
indisputable fact. lf six weeks ago the economic press
of the bourgeoisie still expressed doubt as to whether the
crisis would spread from the United States to other countries,
and if a tendency to underestimate the significance of the
American crisis was to be observed even in the Communist
press, especially in our country of the proletarian dictator-
ship, among the Soviet economists (Paviov), to-day the
approach of the world economic crisis is no longer disputed.
There can exist diiferences of opinion regarding the tempo,
the extent and the forms of the ripening of the world economic
crisis, but one cannot deny the facts.

Continuing, the speaker pointed out that the crisis entails
great social-political consequences, and drew some political
conclusions regarding the economic crisis which has already
commenced. The conclusions are, in the main, as follows:
First: the theory of American “Prosperity”, which lay at the
bottom of all bourgeois theories of the post-war period, the
theory of the unity and the unshakeability of the capitalist
system, the growing systematisation of capitalist economy, its
organisation and capacity to overcome the elements of an-
archy—which ‘was only a peculiarity of the earlier period of
capitalism, which was based on free competition—these theo-
ries have suffered collapse.

Second conclusion: The Lovestone-Pepper theory re-
garding the exceptional position of America, which is only
a variety of the prosperity theory, has suffered shipwreck.

Third conclusion: The crisis also puts an end to the social-
democratic theory of “organised capitalism” (the theory of
Kautsky regarding ultra-imperialism, of Hilferding regarding
organised capitalism, which sees in the international inter-
weaving of economic interests, the factor which is doing away
with capitalist contradictions, and finally, the last edition of
this theory regarding the “ironing out” of the trade cycle, the
theory which was defended by Naphtali and is now the official
programme of the A.D.G.B.)

FPourth: The crisis draws the conclusion of our discussion
on the question of “organised capitalism” with the Bukharin
school, which attempted to introduce into the ranks of the
Comintern the idea that in the present epoch of imperialism
“the problems of the market, of prices, of competition, of crisis
are becoming more and more problems of world economy, and
are being replaced within each individual country by the
problem of organisation”. The American crisis has made it
obvious that “the problems of the market, of prices, of com-
petition, of crises” are becoming more and more problems of
world economy, while at the saine time calling forth in each
individual capitalist country profound inner contradictions
which grow parallel and in constant reciprocal action with the
outer contradictions.

Fifth: The crisis draws the conclusion of our fight with the
Rights and reconcilers with regard to the character of the
Third period. -

Sixth: The approach of the crisis confirms the correctness
of the standpoint of the Comintern in the question of capitalist
rationalisation and its consequences.

Seventh: The crisis draws the conclusion also in relation
to the lying theory of decolonisation.

Finally, the approaching world economic crisis in the
capitalist countries, with the successiul realisation of the Five-
Year Plan in the Soviet Union, draws a balance of world histo-
rical importance. Two world systems are colliding with eaci
other: the system of American capitalist prosperity and our
Five-Year Plan of socialist construction.

One must observe the fear of the whole capitalist world in
face of our Five-Year Plan and collectivisation in order to be
able to estimate correctly the really world historical importance

of the latter. The danger of an attack upon the Soviet Union
by the imperialists is growing. The imperialist anti-Soviet
front is extending, and America is beginning to play a leading
role in it. And the more shaky the position of American
capitalism becomes, the more active becomes the anti-Soviet
policy of the American bourgeoisie. -

The Geography of the Crisis.

What are the indications of the international character of
the present crisis? The declining prices, the fall in the value
of shares, restriction of fresh capital emission, currency crisis
in a number of colonial countries, growth in the number of
bankruptcies, unequal decline of production in a number of
countries, and finally, unemployment, which is assuming
disastrous dimensions. The drop in prices is a genuine symptom
of the international character of the crisis. What is the position
in this respect? 1 should like to quote a few figures regarding
the fall in prices in the last few months. For example, in the
year 1929 the price of wheat fell by 104 per cent., while in
1930 it fell 12.6 per cent. in a single month. The world price
of cotton, which in 1929 experienced a fall of 14.7 per cent., fell
6 per cent. in one month in 1930; Australian sheep’s wool, the
price of which last year fell by 39.5 per cent., experienced a
21.2 per cent. drop in price in one month in 1930; the price of
jute fell by 20 per cent. in 1929 and 4.5 per cent. in one month
in 1930. In comparison with the year 1929 the price of raw
leather has fallen 15 per cent.; that of tanned leather 10 per
cent.; the price of rubber has fallen 30 per cent., of tin 19 per
cent.,, of copper 7 per cent. etc. i

In describing the development of the world economic crisis
one can distinguish four types of country. In the first place
the United States of America. Secondly, Eastern and Central
Europe. Thirdly the colonies and semi-colonies: India, China
and South America. Fourthly, countries in which the business
situation might be describe d as that which precedes a crisis;
these countries include Western Europe, France, Great Britain
and partly also the Scandinavian countries.

The crisis in the United States is the most important and
essential part of the world economic crisis, but the crisis in the
United States has not yet reached that degree of acuteness
which characterised the crisis of 1920. According to the
“Annalist”, in the year 1929 the production index was as
follows: in July 108, in August 106, in September 105, in
October 103, in November 94 and in December 89. Thus we
see that production has declined by about 18 per cent. This
figure does not include the annual seasonal fluctuations, so that
in reality production has fallen ofi still more. In January we
witness a certain revival in the smelting industry and in the
steel industry in connection with the orders placed by the
railway companies. At the same time, hr vever, the situation
in those branches of industry producing articles of consumption
has grown still worse.

You will remember, comrades, the fuss that was made
about the measures that were adopted for overcoming the
economic crisis after Hoover's conference with leading indu-
strial and financial circles. You will also recollect that Hoover's
programme consisted of developing building activity. What
are the results of Hoover's measures? Up to the present these
results are by no means brilliant. The number of building
contracts was 55 per cent. less in 1930 compared with 1929.

The second group of countries which are in the grip of the
crisis are the countries of Eastern and Central Europe. In
some of these countries (Austria, Poland) the crisis developed
earlier than in the United States. These groups of countries
have their own specific causes which gave rise to a long
economic depression which has grown into a crisis. Among
these causes are the splitting up of territories formerly united
in States which took place after the war; the fendal survivals,




392 -

International Press Correspondence

No. 21

which hinder the development of the productive forces, the

financial subjugation of these states by world capital, whercby
the financial voke presses upon such Central European coun-
tries as Austria and Germany: the inordinate growth, in coms-
parison with the resources of these countries, of their expen-
diture on armies and police etc. All these factors, which inten-
sify the efiect of the economic depression, create the precou-
ditions for the growth of a political crisis, which we must take
into account in our tactics, especiaily in regard to such coun-
tries as Poland.

Wherein do the crisis phenomena find expression in Ger-
many? Beiore all in the decline in the output of coal and in
the growth of stocks of coal. Thus for instance, at the end of
December the stocks of coal and coke amounted to 778,000 tous,
and at the end of January to 2,000,000 tons. The output of iron
and steel has recently fallen by 10 to 15 per cent.; the situation
in the metal working industries is bad, while stagnation prevaiis
in the textile and the building industry. Workers are beiug
discharged everywhere: the value of shares is falling. In the
East Furopean countries the situation is much worse. In
Poland the mining industry, the steel and the textile industry
are in the throes of a severe crisis. The output of the textile
industry has fallen by more than 50 per cent. The agrarian
crisis has become more acute: the prices of shares have fallen
and the number of bankruptcies has increased. A very serious
situation prevails in Austria, in Czechoslovakia, and on the
Balkans, where unemployment has assumed enormous dimen-
sions and hundreds of thousands of workers’ families are con-
demmned to starvation.

The third type of country involved in a crisis are the
colonial and semi-colonial countries. It is generally known
that these countries have for a number of years been unable.to
emerge from their situation of severe economic depression,
which creates licre the basis for big political movements. The
present world economic crisis only serves to apgravate the
symptoms of crisis in these countries. The well known English
econoinist Mr. Keynes, declared at the conference of the share-
holders of the National Insurance Socicty that the centre point
of the storm lies at present not in Great Britain or in the
United States, but in the countries producing raw materials.
The signs of improvement or worseuning he declared, are to be
soaght not in London or New York, but in Australia, South
America, Asia and Central Europe.

. What special causes evoke here the symptoms of crisis?
In the first place the fact of the development of the predatory
forms of finunce capital on the basis of the remnants of
feudalism, aud in many places also on the basis of the remnants
_of slavery. Thus, for example, the rapid tempo of the revo-
dutionary upsurge in the South American countries is due to
the circumstance that-in these countries there exists a blending
of three social regimes: the remnants-of slavery, the remnants
of feudalism and the latest formm of exploitation by finance
capital, which consequently produces exceedingly sharp forms
of the class struggle. The second cause is the so-called mono-
cultural type of economy. The imperialists econotically sub-
iugate the colonies and force them by economic or military
measures to produce only those commodities which the industry
of the metropolis requires. Thus, for instance, Ecuador pro-
duces cocoa (one third of the world's output), Chile saltpetre,
Bolivia copper, Brazil coifee (70 per cent. of the world's export),
the Malavan islands rubber, Cuba sugar, India cotton, jute,
tea, Egypt cotton (80 per cent. of the total export) etc.

It is perfectly clear that the business iluctuations on the
world market are inevitably reflected in the situation of these
branches of industry. They ruin millions of small producers in
thie colonies.

The third cause of the economic depression in the colonies
is the disastrous drop in the prices of colonial raw materials,
which far exceeds the fall in thie price oi agricultural products.
The overproduction in the leading capitalist countries automati-
cally results in an over-production of colonial raw materials,
which is bound in turn to bring about a considerable fall in
prices.

Finally, the fourth group of countries—the countries in
which the business situation is that which precedes a crisis
(France, Great Britain and a part of the Scandinavian countries),
We cannot say of France that it already shows palpable signs
of a crisis. On the contrary, the whole bourgeois press regards
the present situation of French capitalisim as one of prosperity.
Nevertheless, in Fraunce the steel production has been cut down
bv 10 per cent., In accordauce with the decision of the European

Steel Cartel. There are indications of a worsening of ‘the
textile industry; a fall in the share quotations is to be observed
and the agrarian crisis is also having a severe cffect here.

In Great Britain the chronic depression still ‘centinues,
although this country made some headway ‘'last year. The
position in the textile industry continues to be very strained.
Capital exports show a sinking tendency and are already less
than in the previous year. Stock Exchange :'quotations are
falling and there is also a decline of fresh capital issues. At
the same time unemployment is increasing and_ at present
stands at two million.

As regards the Scandinavian countries, the *“Economist”
of February 8 declares that the results of the American crisis
are already being felt in Sweden. From November to December
1929 the Production Index fell from 137 to 130. The first signs
of a deterioration of the business situation are to be observed
in Holland, in Switzerland and also in Belgium.

That is the general picture of the world economic situation
at the present time; these are the elements of the approaching y
world economic crisis. C |

The Results of the Crisis and the Tasks
of the Communist Parties.

Comrades, I now come to the fourth and last part of my
report: The results of this crisis and the tasks confronting the
Comintern in counection with the crisis. The crisis indicates
the commencement of the decay of capitalist stabilisation. [t
is not the end of the capitalist stabilisation which is approaching,
but the beginning of the decay, for the decay of capitalist
stabilisation would mean the collapse of the capitalist system.
i. e. the rise of an objectively revolutionary situation in the
capitalist countries. It would mean that the whole political
superstructure which arose on the foundation of the relative
stabilisation of capitalism in the post-war period, the entire
system of international relations, as they assumed form after
the world war of 191471918, with the Versailles treaty, with
the Dawes and Youug Plans, the whole systemn of class rela-
tions, of conditions in the colonies, the relations of the capitalist
worid to the Soviet Union would not only be shaken but would
be brokeu down by the revolutionary movement of the toiling
masses.

The tempo and the character of the decay of capitalist
stabilisation depeud upon a whole number of factors: upon the
duration and depth of the present crisis, upon how far it in
turn deepens the general crisis of capitalism, upon the shakings
which the further aggravation of antagonisms in the inter-
national arena will bring about, and finally upon the tempo ol
the growth of revolutionary activity of the masses. As revo-
lutionary politicians, as Leninist-Marxists we must not regard
our general perspective of the revolutionary development, which
is accelerated by the world economic crisis, as an accomplished
fact and base upon it our tactical conclusions.

If one regards the consequences of the crisis from a broad
historical standpoint, therc can be no doubt that the crisis
greatly intensifies all those fundamental contradictions ascer-

_ tamned by the 10th Plenum of thie E.C. C. L, in that it produces

new factors which go to undermine the capitalist stabilisation.

The most important of such factors is the aggressiveness
of the United States. The forins of this aggressiveness will be
various. In the first place the economic form. Hitherto
America has exported but little of its total production, about
8 per cent. " In view of the huge extent of the production of the
United States, the increased export of American goods by only

~a few per cent. threatens its rivals on the world market with

a disaster.

The export of capital will serve in the hands of the United
States the same purpose of weakening its rivals.

American capital will rapidly capture the leading positions
in the world arena in the most ilourishing spheres of industry:
the electric, the chemical, the automobile industry etc. But i
addition to the economic forms of pressure, the aggressiveness
oi the United States will also find expression in military aond
political forms.

A new period of colonisation is opening in the history of
American imperialism. In his speech on the concessions in
1921, Leuin predicted, that in about the vears 1925—1928
American imperialism would be sharply coufronted with the
problem of the redistribution Colonies. The anti-British
policy of American capital ,’j r the war, which was conducted
under the catchwords, of fl,e “open door”; of “ireedom -of tic
seas”, and which repre jented only a preparatory phase of the
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open attack by America on the British colonies and dominions,
js developing into the policy of imperialist war for the redistri-
bution of the world. , The developing world economic crisis is
greatly accelerating the approach of imperialist war between
Great Britain and the United States. .

* The crisis still'further deepens the contradiction between the
imperialist camp on the one hand and the colonies and econo-
mically and politically dependent States on the other. The
bourgeoisie will . endeavour to escape from the crisis in the
first place at the cost of the proletariat, but at the same time
at the cost of the colonies and of the dependent and semi-
colonial States.. This, however, opens an epoch oi even greater
open robbery of the colonies, their dismemberment by force
of arms and increased employment of the methods of military
occupation. Thg economic weakening of China as a result of
the crisis places on the agenda of the imperialists the question
of the carving up:of this country. South America is eutering
on a still sharper phase oi civil war and of wars between
individual States by means of the agents put forward by
American and British capitalyIn reply to the mmonstrous immperia-
list yoke, a new wave of revolts is sweeping the colonial world
which places right in the shade all those which we have
witnessed of late. At the same time the crisis strengthens the
centrifugal tendencies of the British dominions, accelerates the
process of their separation from Great Britain, and conse-
quently also the economic and political decay of the British
Empire, which is based upon the enslavement of the toiling
population of great parts of the earth.

In the sphere of inner relations of the capitalist countries
the crisis is bringing with it a fresh wave of concentration of
capital and the ruin of the small and the petty bourgeoisie; it
is depriving the labour aristocracy of its social hasis, and as a
result leads to a further agygravation of the social antagonisms.
Under the present conditions, however, this leads inevitably to
a growth of fascism, and accelerates and. deepens the process
of the further fascisation of social democracy and of the
reformist trade union bureaucracy: it converts it from a party
of “capitalist stabilisation” into a party defending the dying and
disintegrating capitalism. Simultaneously this opens enormous
perspectives for the growth of the present revolutionary
advance into a revolutionary situation in the leading capitalist
countries and colonies. These are the results of the crisis
viewed from a broad historical standpoint, calculated for a -
number of years which separate us irom the last decisive fights
for the dictatorship of the proletariat.

But comrades, the tasks of the present Presidium do not
consist in detérmining our stragetic attitude for a number of
Years in advance—this is laid down in the documents of the
Sixth Congress and of the 10th Plenum—but in indicating our
tactical line for the next three or four months, Aud the first
question which arises in connection with the result of this crisis
13, what effect the crisis will have on the growth of the revo-
lutionary upsurge of the international Jabour, movement in the
next three or four montls. S

Concluding Speech of

Comrades, 1t remains for me to express my complete
solidarity with what has been said here by comrades who have
spoken on behalf of other Communist Parties. ‘L'heir speeches
have shown that there is complete unanimity in the ranks of
“the Comnpnist International in evaluating what is going on in
~¢he USSR. I will add only a few remarks on the meamng of
the successes of socialisiu in the USSR, and on the difficuities
of socialist construction.

Our successes are unquestionable. ‘Thev are embodied
most' vividly in the successiul carrving out of the Five-Year
Plan. It has been proved in practice that the plan not ouly
tan be carried out, but will probably be completed in a shorter
Wme. Furthermore, Comrade Thihnann had every reason to
‘Compare the Five-Year Plan oi the USSR, with the Younyg Plan
n Europe. The comparison oi these two Plans—that which is

ng applied under the lcadership of the Bolsheviks, and the
Young Plan, which is being applied by the finance capital of

ermany and the victorious countries, under the hegeinony of
merican imperialism—is an object lesson of the sense of the
Struggle of Communism against capitalism.  And the same coin-
Darison shows what prospects there are before each Plan. The
l’!_Oﬁnects of Conmununism are the prospects of struggle for
wictory : all over the world. The prospects of capitahsin are

. giebel police.

‘the whole front

’

~ What was the situation at the time of the X. Plenum? It
is generally known that the year 1929 was a record year for
capitalist stabilisation in regard to the development of the
economic strike movement. We characterised this period as
the period of the coming to end of the depression within the
working class and the going over ouf the proletariat to the
economic strugygle. It was the beginning of the counter-attack
of the proletariat to the oifensive of capital.

The economic strike struggle was the chief characteristic
of the revolutionary upsurge at the time of the X. Plenum. ‘I'his
does not miean that in a number of countries the economic
struggles were not already accompanied by other forms of
revolutionary struggle.  Already at the time of the X. Plenum
we saw mass demonstrations which on the 1st of May led in a
number of countries to bloody collisions, and in Berlin to a
three days partisan fight on the barricades against the Zor-
In the colonies, especially in India, the strikes of
the working class in this period were already linked up with
the fight for national revolutionary emancipation, and thereby
acquired to some extent a political stamp.

What new events have occurred since the X. Plenuin which
justily us in declaring that the approaching revolutionary
upsurge is already a stage higher? Firstly, the anti-war fight
of the proletariat on the 1st of August. It is perfectly clear
that if there had been no revolutionary advance we should not
have succeeded in carrying out the first of August. We did
not base this movement upon the elementary wave, but solely
upon the foundation of the organisational iniluence of the Com-
munist Parties upon the masses, i. e. the Commnunists have not
followed the line of least resistance but the line of the greatest
difficulties, for our organisational influence is the Achilles heel
of our work. And if we have succeeded in spite of this in
drawing into this moveinent ten times more workers than the
C. L. sections possess members, then this fact is the most con-
vincing proof of the revolutionary upsurge. The represen-
tatives of the various Conununist Parties—in particular of the
ilegal Communist Parties, such as the Italian, Rumanian and
others—realise that the Ist of August was an element of the
turn in the labour movement in a number of countries,
especially in the countries of white terror and the fascist
dictatorship. A further characteristic of the maturing of the
revolutionary upsurge is not so mwuch the strike movement
itself, but the tempestuous forms it assumes. In a number of
capitalist countries we observe a further increase of strikes.
Thus for instance, in Great Britain in the year 1928, 124.000
workers struck work losing thereby 1,388.000 working days, in
the year 1929 532.000 strikers lost §230,000 work days. In
France, in the year 1928, 222,000 workers struck work, in 1929
431,000. But in a number of other countries, such as QJermany
and even ltaly, the number of strikes declingd -in 1 Daes
this mean that the pgee of the revoNuiflonary upsurge has
slowed down of fhat there is no revolutionary upsurge at all.

. (To be continued)

‘Comrade Molotow.

the prospects of destruction, one of the most striking harbingers
of which will be the collapse oi the Young Plan. The Young
Plan represents a new attempt of the victorious countries, in
alhance with German finance capital, to increase the weight
of the chains cast on the shoulders of the proletariat of the
conquered country. and at the same time to increase the burden
of exploitation borne by the workers and toilers in the other
capitalist countries. The duty of the Comimunists, particularly
the Communists in the dominant capitalist countries of Europe,
must be the international coordination of their forces and the
achievement of unity in their actions for the struggle against
the Young Plan and other methods of enslaving the workers.
‘The comparison of the Young Plan with the Five-Year Plan
of the U.S.S.R. makes it possible to open up better before
thie workers the prospects o1 struggle for their emancipation.

I will refer axain {o the main conclusion of my report.
This was that irom the moment that the socialist transforma-
ton of the productive basis in agriculture began, and conse-
quently  the consisteutly  socialist forms of production in
industry are being ioined by large scale agriculture in recon-
struction on socialist lines, there is being developed along
in the U.S.S.R. the construction of the
joundations oi the socialist order. The socialist order cannot
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arise otherwise thun on the foundation of large-scale produc-
tion in the decivise branches of economy. Only on the basis
of such a reconstruction of the productive basis can there
disappear the contradictions between town and country, and
only with the final destruction of this contradiction is the
building of socialist society possible. Consequently, mass
collectivisation and the building of the Soviet farms  will
complete the laying of the foundations for the development' of
the Socialist order of society. The success of collectivisation
and consequently, the application of the watchword pf licuie
dating the kuluks as a class, radically alter the conditions of
economic, cultural and evety othet form of devclopment in
our country. On a new productive basis, on the basls of large-
scale economy both in town and in country, there will proggc.d
the vast transformation of all forms of our social life. I'his
transformation has already beguon. .

It must be stated that sowalays acariv overy day brmzs
something new of great importance for socialist construction.
Tozether with you, we who participate directly in this work
are amazed at the new forms, new methods, new waves of
enthusiasm which come out of the very heart of the masses.
In the most scattered corners of the U.S.S.R.. with its
patchwork of economic and national peculiaritics, in the
central districts of the Union and the little national regions
on our borders, there spring up new forces with unheard of
rapidity, great rew masses of workers are drawn into the
building of socialism. Taking into account the new forms of
socialist construction, the Central Committee strengthens its
connections with the districts by various means. ‘The central
bodies would not be able to give anything like a timely reply
to the questions raised by living practice, were it not for
frequent visits to the districts, the study of practical work in
the localities of the execution of the Plan in the factories, of
collectivisation, etc. by members of the Central Committee
and 1ts Political Bureau themselves. In even greater measure
this is true of our local comumittees. whose members spend
months in the various localities. Yet e\ 1 so our organisa-
tions in many respects lag behind the requirements of
practical work.

The speeding up of the rate, and the growth of new forms,

0i sociziist conatrucuon are to be explammed by e fdact that

cver increasing inasscs, millions upon nillions of toilers, are
drawn into this work. The growing activity in the working
class and the peasantry finds its expression in constantly new
forms ,and at every step reveals the shortcomings in the work
of our organisations and their unsuitability for work in the
new conditions. Eleven and a hali millions are organised in
our trade unions. It is easy to see that thie increase in the
atmyity, the working masses has greatly complicated the
WBTK uf the {eading trade ynioy hodies. The collective farming
movement already embTaces about {5 illion pegsant farms.
Overturning the traditional order of things it thé ehiapges,
collectivisation reiashions the village anew, and of course
to take control of this movement is patently beyond the
powers of many agricultural cooperative organisations. In the
growth of new forms of mass movemeunt, both in the differing
forms of Socialist competition in the factories and in the
building of collective farms in the villages, there is much that
fs as yet unstable and fluid. This involves — particularly in
the backward districts — the dauger that the movement may
ehb, and that waverings may take place amongst the masses
_in other forms. The stormy torrent by which the country
is undergoing its revolutionary transiormation bears with
it a great deal of sl-~ but the ever increasing attraction of the
masses into the work of socialist construction is the guarantee
that Socialism is being built up in our country on a firm and
stable basis. In this, of course, one cannot exaggerate the
importance of the leadership of the Bolshevik Party.

It is necessary to say a few words in particular about
the tasks of the Party leaderslup in the present conditions,
It is unnecessary to prove to you that the Party has always
moved, and moves today, as the vanguard of the toiling
masses, that it controiled and controls the whole enterprise of
Socialist construction. As new millions are drawn into that
work, the tasks of the vanguard become particulary respon-
sible. The vanguard has to show initiative, daring and con-
sistency in its fight against the enemy, and at the sane time
it must be ab'e to lcad a mass numbering many millions in
its spirits and confidence in periods of inevitable difficulty.
To be able to take the lead of millions, and tens of millions
of tuilers in town and country means, on the one haud, not

to show aty vacillation in applylng our principles — something
we will have to deal with more than once yet — and, on the
other haud, not to run too far ahead, to be able to consolidate
the stage which has bcen passed through. and to draw up the
detachments which fall belind, taking into account the necessity
for reckoning with the pcculiar conditions of particular sections
of the worke:s. Only given these premises will :the stability
of our cause “e assured and confidence in victory develop
amongst the masses tnemselves. Lenin taught us all this with
particular insistence. Qur successes are to be explained by the
fact that the masses of workers and peasants are perceiving
more and more clearly the correctness of Lenin's policy, and that
the path along which we are nmoving is the right one, leading to
a new and better life for the workers. That is why the popu-
larity of Socialist competition is growing amofngst the mass of
workers. That is why thousands upon thousands of gollective
farms are empliasising tlieir obicctive by taking such names
as ,Lenin's Path®, ,,The Comintern*, ,, The Bolshevik*, .Red
October", etc.

But, comrades, I must emphasise again and again that
these successes do not come easily. There are still vast
diificulties on the road to build up Socialism, and vast efiorts
by the working class and all the toilers will be required to
overcome them.

1 will point out the most important,

It is only this year that we have emerged from the grain

crisis. During the two previous years, the question of grain
was one of the most difficult of all. In order to get grain
for the cities, we had to break down tremendous resistance
on the part of the kulaks. In 1928 and 1929 the grain front
was the most dangerous sector of our construction. We have,
moreover, to reckon with the possibility of bad harvests in
the future. But even now we cannot say that everything
stands well with us as regards a number of most important
foodstuifs, such as meat and butter. Our backwarduess in
cattle breeding makes itself felt in the consuming centres,
and in this sphere we have done very little. The main
condition for developing cattle breeding is the improvement
of our grain harvest.
.. Further, the collective farming movement, which is deve-
loping into the wholesale collectivisation of the countryside,
means, at the same time the application of the policy of
liguidating the kulak as a class. This is bound up with very
great difficulties, and leads at the present stage to the inten-
sification of the class struggle. It is a task of great difficulty
to rally the overwhelming mass of the peasantry in practice
around the Party, and to lead them against the kulak, who
only vesterday not infrequently enioyed great influence in
the village. Our orgaunisations in’ the villages are tiny. The
Soviets are weak. The masses very little cultured. The
forces of the enemy are straining their last effort and making
desperate tf!tcmpts. Despite all the successes of our work
amongst the -nifi8s of peasantry. we cannot under any
circumstances underestimate~the diificulties of the preseut
stage oi Socialist construction in the villages.

A few words more about cadres, particularly technic@l
cadres. All our work is now being brought up against this
problem first and foremost. We are intensifying our effO[tS
to re-educate the old technical cadres and are paying special
attention to the training oi new cadres, cadres of Red experts.
Our difficulties in this sphere are particularly great, owing
to the cultural backwardness of the masses. The nroblem of
cadres is, in fact, only part of a much wider problem, that
of the cultural revolution. Here we require such a speed of
development as is unthinkable in any country without the rule
of the working class, and it leads directly to the problem of
raising the cultural level of masses which number many
millions.

Last come our international difiiculties. Tn this sphere
lie the chief difficulties which the U.S.S.R. has to face. The
representatives of the Communist Parties who spoke here
have sufiiciently emphasised this aspect. We cannot foryet
that the rising wave of revolution in the capitalist countrics
and in the colonies leads to the strengthening of imperialist
hostility to the U.S.S.R. We are accustomed to .anti-Soviet
provocation on the part of our foreign enemies. We know
that today the toiling masses of our country have to be ready
for new acts of provocation and new attempts to start 3
military attack on the U.S.S.R. . C

In conclusion, I will quote Lenin’s remarkable words in his

Ve

.



No. 21

International Press Correspondence

395

article: ,,On our Revolution®.” In this article, directed against
the socialists of the Second International and against those
who,- like N.Sukhanov, were dragging at their tail, Lenin
reveals the -significance of the October Revolution with
exceptional power. Lenin writes:

“Russia has not yet reached the high level of develop-
ment of productive forces which makes socialism possible.
All the heroes of the ll. International, including of course,
Sukhanov, carry this unquestionable truth in a thousand
different ways, but I think it is not decisive for estimating
the perspectives of our Revolution.” .

Aiter pointing out the peculiarity of the international and
internal conditions under which the October Revolution
took place, Lenin exposes the anti-Marxist essence of the
position taken up by the Socialists of the Second International,
stating his case as follows:

“If to establish Socialism requires a definite level of
culture (though no one can tell us what exactly is that
definite ‘level of culture’), why can we not begin first
of all with the conquest by revolutionary means of the
preliminary conditions for that definite level, and later,
on the foundation already of a workers’ and peasants’
government and the Soviet system, move forward to catch
up the other peoples?”

Developing this thought, Lenin writes:

“To build up socialism, you say, requires civilisation.
Then why could you not begin by creating such premises
of civilisation at home as the expulsion of the landlords
and the driving out of the Russian capitalists, in order
to begin the inovement to Socialisin aiterwards?”

It is necessary to recall this most profound observation
of Lenin.

As you are aware the Party under Lenin’s leadership did
exactly as he suggested. The October Revolution completed
the bourgeois democratic revolution in the countryside and
at the same time, in its capacity of a genuine proletarian
revolution, effected the “driving out of the Russian capitalists”.
With the passing of industry into the hands of the working
clags the foundations of the Socialist order of society were
being laid. The successful collectivisation of agriculture will
mean the completion of the building of that foundation in our
country. From this we can draw conclusions as to the signi-
ficance of the present stage of Socialist construction.

More than one year, of course, will be required to
consolidate that foundation. But it is an established fact that
the foundation of the socialist order of society are now being
laid all along the line—even in the backward village—and
thereby all along the line is being accomplished the destruction
of the last roots of capitalism. On the basis of the Leninist
policy of the Party and the Communist International,s
Socialism is being victoriously built in the U.S.S.R., thereby
accelerating the great victory of the international proletariat.
(Applause.) ‘

..

*) Lenin, Collected Works, volume XXVII. Russian edition.

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

The Moscow Committee of the C.P.S.U.,
for the Strict Carrying out of the Party Line,
Open Letter to all Members of the Moscow Organisation.

Moscow, 24th April 1930.

The joint session of the Moscow Committee and the
Moscow Control Commission of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union has addressed an open letter to the members of
the Moscow party organisation in connection with the coming
party conferences and the party congress. The letter stresses
the importance of the XV. Party congress which represented
an important turning point in the historical development of the
Leninist Party of the Soviet Union, which confirmed the
instructions for the working out of the Five-Year Plan and
mapped out the offensive to be conducted against the capitalist
elements in town and country. The XV. party congress made
the historic decision to reconstruct the backward and split up
agriculture of the Soviet Union on a socialist basis.

Since the XV. congress 2% years had passed and the Party
stands on the threshold of the XVI. congress. The results oi
the first eighteen months of the Five-Ygar Plan confirmed the
hope that it would be carried out ‘n 4 years instead of 5. Many
millions of poods of gram will be provided by the Soviet
undertakings even this year. The collectivisation scheme laid
down in the Five-Year Plan has been considerably exceeded
already, particularly in the main grain areas, despite the errors,
exaggerations and obvious deviations from the Party policy
permitted by a number oi Party organisations with regard to
the middle peasants. A decisive and logical correction of these
exagygerations will undoubtedly result in a further development
of the collective movement. The broad collective movement
which had embraced the villages at the end of 1929 and the
beginning of 1930, made it possible for the Party to aim at the
100 per cent collectivisation of a number of important grain
areas as an immediate task, and also for the Party to proceed
from the slogan of limiting and ousting the Kulaks to the slogan
of the liquidation of the Kulaks as a class. With the carrying
out of the ofiensive against the capitalist elements this year,
the Party has been able to provide the toiling population with
bread etc., better and with less difficulties than in the previous
year. The agenda now contains a number of great problems,
for instance, the meat problem and the vegetable problem.

The influence of the petty bourgeois elements in the
village. an iniluence which aifected certain sections of the
working class in view of the difiiculties which accompanied
the progress made, and the increasing resistance offered by
the kuluks were expressed in the development of a right-wing
opportunist deviation in the Party after the XV. congress. The
characteristic feature of this deviation was the tendency to
reduce the tempo of the process of industrialisation whilst
developing in practice the kulak farms.

Only a merciless struggle against the right-wing opposition
as the main danger, plus a ceaseless struggle against the
remnants of Trotzkyism, plus decisive opposition to all new
Jeft-wing vacillations and deviations can enable the Party of
mobilising the working class for the carrying out of the Five-
Year Plan, and the masses of the poor and middle peasantry
for the collectivisation and for the liquidation of the kulaks
as a class. The Moscow organisation has consolidated its
ranks and its ideological unity, a unity upon which all anti-
Jeninist deviations from the Party policy, whether openly
right-wing or “left-wing” opportunist deviations, have been
wrecked and will wreck always.

The letter then points out that the economic situation of
the working class and its cultural level have considerably
improved and that the numbers of the unemployed have been
considerably reduced, and continues: The Party, the economic:
and the labour organisations have however, not reigotely ex-
hausted the existing possibilities of adapting their metfiods of
work to the new tasks and iustructions of the Party. The
labour organisations still fail to concentrate sufficiently on the
factory. and they have not yet earned the place which is
worthy oi them in the inaustrial and financial plan.

In the first six months the Moscow district failed to carry
out the industrial and financial plan set to it. After the first
great successes in Autumn and the beginning of winter, the
Moscow Party organisation and its leading organ, the Moscow
Committee, took an incorrect line towards the completion oi
the collectivisation by the spring of 1930, and failed to offer
suificient resistance to certain elements and parts of the orga-
nisation which deviated from the Lenimist methods of the
socialist transformation of agriculture, which flagrantly violated
the basic elements of the Party policy with regard to the
middle peasants and which were guilty of “left” anti-middle
peasant exagyerations. In consequence of this deviation from
the correct Party policy and the hunt after inflated collectivi-
sation figures, the collectivisation plan which was based on
the broad stream of the peasants into the collective under-
takings, was undermined, and this considerably hindered the
achievement of the productive tasks set with regard to the
raising of agriculture. This exposes the whole insufficiency
and planlessness of the work of the Party, Soviet and co-
operative organisations in the village, the predominance of
campaigning methods in their work, and the underestimation
observed in certain quarters of the work amongst the land-
workers and poor peasants and the independent organisation of
the poor peasantry.

The letter then demands that all the members of the
Moscow organisation shall work to dispose of these deficicn-
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cies, and continues: Tlhe Moscow organisation must imme+’
diately make good the anti-middle peasaut exaggerations,
without hesitating at adopting ruthless easures against the
obstinate exaggeraters. The foolish underestimation of the
needs of the poor aud middle-peasant farms, in particular with
regard te the carrying out of the sowing campaign. must be
decisively overcome. . .

The whole activity for the re-election of the Party organs,
and the whole work for the preparation of the district confe«
rence must be carried on in the spirit of decisive bolshevist
seli-criticism and of the continued development of inner-party
democracy. The errors and the exaggerations in the collective
agricultural movement in the Moscow district took on such a
severe formn as the result of the lack of sufficient bolshevist
self-criticism in certain parts of the Moscow organisation. The
Moscow organisation will energetically take a stand against
the panicstricken talk of “retreat” which comes from the right
and “leit” opportunists. The Moscow organisation will stand
beiore the Leninist Party policy like a wall of steel and will
appear united at the coming XVI. congress of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union.

THE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT

The Session of th/e Central Committee
of the International Co~operative Alliance.
4 By Heinrich Oswald. :

Consumers’ cooperation is being drawn more and more
into the general economic crisis. The steady worsening of
workers' conditions the evergrowing concentration of capital
in mounopolist cartels and trusts, especially the dictatorship oi
food cartels and trusts, and the rapid growth of trading con-
cerns hdve placed cooperation into a very dificult position.

The recent session of the Alliance in Leipzig has clearly
shown that the policy of the reformist upper stratum of the
consumers’ cooperatives is dissociating itseli more and more
from the interests of the workers, that in the struggle betwecen
the proletariat and the capitalists, this upper stratum is on the
side of the latter. The best proof of this is the rejection of the
proposal of tlie Soviet delegation to lay before the Congress
of the Alliance which is to take place in Vienna, in August 1930,
the report and resolution on cooperative aid to unemployed
and striking workers.

Cooperation could carry on a successful struggle against
war, considering that the consumers’ societies are embracing
enormous numbers of workers. Cooperation could carry on a
wide enlightenment and propaganda campaign among the most
backward sections of the population (housewives, working
men’s wives conustitute about 50 % of the membership of
consumers’ societies). Unification of the cooperative forces
with those of the revolutionary organisations of the prole-
tariat can mean a great deal in the war against war.,

But in reality, the contrary is the case. In the struggle
for the preservation of the disintegrating capitalist order, the
leaders of the cooperative movement are converting coopera-
tive organisations into a component element of itmperialism,
they are making them intruments of defence of imperialist
interests. .

Under the cloak of pacifist phrases (aspiration to universal
beace, peace resolutions etc.) Cooperative social-fascists, hand
in hand with the social-democratic upper stratum, are parti-
cipating in the preparation of aunother imperialist war and
attack on the U.S.S.R. (Paul Boncour Law in France, the de-
fence of the republic laws in Czechoslovakia, Finland, etc.
according to which consumers’ societies- form part of the
military apparatus in the event of war). It is only natural that
tl)e cooperative upper stratum has refused to bring up for
dusqussion at the Congress the question of cooperative struggele
against the war danger, as demanded by the Soviet delegation.

The Soviet delegation protested against the refusal to bring
up for discussion the resolutious proposed by it on the struggle

against the war danger and on cooperative aid to unemployed
and striking workers, and presented the following declaration:

“On the strength of Paragraph 24 of the statute of the
Alliance, the Soviet delegation reserves to itself the right
to appeal to the Congress re inclusion of its twa resolutions
into the agenda of the Congress.” (*Kooperativnaya Zhizn”,
April 13, 1930.)

Cooperatives are associating themselves more and more
with capitaligt concerns, are participating in capitalist enter-
prises and associations. . .

The German cooperative social-fascists became frightfully
excited when the Soviet delegation, criticising the means
applied by reforinist cooperators for “struggle” against cartels
and trusts, pointed out that the German Wholesale Society
forms part of the Scheuer grain concern, and is intertwined
with the Swedish-American match trust, etc.

The German bureaucrats used once morc the platiorm of
the Alliance for gttempts to weaken the impression made by
their treachery with the help of vulgar attacks on the Soviet
delegation,—for the continuation of their systematic drive
against the first workers' state in the world and the Soviet
Ejooperatives, glving once more vent to their hatred for the

.S.S.R.

The coopcerative upper stratuin has tried for years to gain
the good will of its masters, to attract the attention of the
League of Nations to the Alliance,

A counsiderabie part of the work of the Alliance hias
amounted to association with the decisions of the economic
organs of the League of Nations, However, to no avail. The
League of Nations answered with a decisive NO to all the
requests of the Alliance itseli and it patrons regarding a seat
to the representatives of the Aliiance in the economic organs
of the League. It would scem that the League of Nations is
well informed about the real nower of “the cooperative state
arising in the capitalist society”, (K. Renner: “Ways of reali-

sation”), and wili have therefore nothing to do with the
clamorous pretensions of the cooperative leaders.
The Sovict delegation insisted on the recall of the

representatives of cooperative organisations from the organs
of the League of Nations. Iy proposed to cease all collaboration
with the Lcasue, to relinquish participation in any conferences
wlhatever called by the League of Nations or by bourgeois
governments.

The Soviet proposal was defeated, and it was decidcd to
continue insisting on the allocation of a seat to the repre-
sentatives of the Alliance in the economic organs of the League
of Nations.

A drait report of the C.C. to the Congress on the activity

-*of the Alliance during the period wlhich followed the last

)

Congress (1927—1930) was presented to the Leipzig session
of the Central Committee of the Alliance.

The Soviet delegation voted against the endorsement of
the report of the C.C. of the Alliance to the Cougress and,
according to the “Kooperativnaya Zhizh” oj April 13. 1930,
made the following declaration: o

»Throughout its activity since the Stockholm Congress,
the Alliance has svstematically repudiated the proposal_s
of the Soviet cooperatives directed towards: 1) the actie
visation of the Alliance, 2) the abandonment of collabora-
tion with the League of Nations, 3) struggle against the
war danger, 4) taking measures in aid of unemployed,
strikimg and locked out workers, 5) struggle against high
cost of living and the system of taxes aud duties and

6) the establishment of comnection and cooperation. with

the revolutionary organisations of the proletariat. + The

report does not even mention the proposals of the Sovict
cooperatives regarding all these questions. On the strength
of this, the Sovict delegation is voting against the endorse-
meut of the report of the C.C, by the Vienna Congress',

Such are the results of the Leipzig session of the: Alliance,
as far as they can be judged by the brief press reports. They
fully confirm the correctness of the analysis made by the
February Plenum of the Presidium of the Comintern regarding
the maturing world economic crisis and the role of social«
fascism in tlie present period. : ' -
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