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The International

Importance of the

German Reichstag Elections.

By Heinz Neumann (Berlin).

. ”

If for us Communists parliamentary elections are never
mere struggles for votes but indicators of the forces in the
class struggle, this applies more than ever to the present
Reichstag elections in Germany. The election fight which has
been called forth by the dissolution decree of the semi-fascist
Briining Government, is in reality a parade of all the fighting
class forces, a formation of the social fronts, which is of the
£rcatest importance for the wlole future development of
Europe.

The whole of Europe, the whole world is watching with
strained attention the present election fight in Gerinaay, The
toiling masses are groaning under the consequences of the
¢conomic crisis and under the burdens of the Young Plan.
Germany, which only a few years ago broke the record in

- tegard to bourgeois “stabilisation” and was praised as an

outstanding_ example of the “vitality” of capitalism, is now
¢xperiencin®' the most severe economic and political crisis
Since the end of the war. The ruling class of Germany, their
Ministers, their spokesmen, their lackeys and their ‘newspapers
spcak of the danger of a collapse oi the present social order.
A collapse of German capitalisim, however, would undoubtedly

mean the end of the whole capitalist stabilisation and would
cause a no less profound shaking of world imperialism than
that caused by the Bolshevik October Revolution in 1917,
Therefore the world bourgeoisie, whose fate is bound up by
a thousand threads with the iate of German capitalism, is
following with bated breath the course of the class struggle
in Germany. The dominating factor in the economic and
political development of Gerimmany is the Young Plan. The
existence of the German bourgeoisie depends upon whether it
will succeed vear by year insqueeziug on an average 2,000 mil-
lion gold marks reparation-payments and 1,600 million interest on
debt, i. e, a total of 3,600 million marks, out of the blood
and sweat, out of the bones and muscles of the toiliug masses
of Germany. as tribute to foreign capital.

It will soon be six months since the Young Plan came into
operation. These six nmonths have already shown that the
Young Plan leads to disaster for German economy, to the
shaking of the bourgeois class rule, to millions of unemploved,
to wage cuts in all branches of industry, to the most frightiul
impoverishment of the working peasantry, to the ruin of
innumerable petty bourgeois in the towns. The resistance of
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the toiling masses, the rebellion of the working class, the
indignation of the indigent middle strata in town and country
are assuming increasingly sharp forms. The Young Plan,
which has been in force hardly six months, is now threatened
at its very foundations.

The Young Plan is proving to be an insoluble capitalist
contradiction threatening to result in a violent explosion. The
first victim of this contradiction is bourgeois democracy. The
bourgeoisie, from the extreme Rights to their most Leit Coali-
tion Party—formerly the Democratic Party — recognise that
the Weimar Republic parliamentary democracy is completely
incapable of securing the carrying out of the Young Plan gnd
of holding back the threatening advance of the revolution.
Therefore, the German bourgeoisie is doing away with the
last remants of the democratic system. Hence it is abrogating
the Weimar Constitution by means of the dictatorship para-
graph 48. Hence it causes Parliament to be dissolved by
President Hindenburg. Hence it js using all its political and
organisational power .to let loose the fascist tendencies and is
arming the National Socialist terrorist bands against the
working class. -

The overthrow of the Hermann Miiller coalition govern-
ment by finance capital was the first signal for the setting
up of the fascist dictatorship. The social democracy with
ministerial jobs is to be converted into a social democracy
without ministerial jobs in order to proceed all the more
ruthlessly against the revolutionary proletariat. The peculiar
feature ‘of the fascisation of Germany is that the decisive
groups of finance capital, with Hindenburg at the head, are
setting up the dictotarship themselves and at the same time
making use for this purpose of the social democracy and the
fascist bands. For the bourzeoisie the question is not: Facism
or social *demdcracy?, but: Facism with social democracy.
Thus- there arises-the peeuliar situation that in the Reich the
bourgeois Hindenburg parties are in the government, while in
the Prussian Goverument the same Hindenburg parties share
office- with ‘the social democracy, and in the Thuringian
Government "the same Hindenbutg parties share office with
the National Socialists. All parties in Germany, therefore,
with the exception of the Communists, are coalition parties,
government parties. All parties in Germany, with the exception
of the Communists, are therefore Young Plan parties, who,
supported by tbe government power, fulfll the Young Plan
at the cost of the tolling masses.

The Germam Reichstag elections are a decision of the
masses for or against the Young Plan. Therein lies the inter-
national importance of the elections. The fascists are
attempting to win broad masses by means of the false flag
of fight against the Young Plan. They have achieved certain
successes lately in their policy. The petty bourgeois masscs
and that part of the working class who vote for the national
socialists, in so doing express not their satisfaction but their
dissatisfaction with the existing capitalist society, their hatred
and thejr bitterness against the Young Plan. The strengthening
ofi the fascists, mecans, however, at the same time a
strengthening of the German bourgeoisie, which is carving out
the Young Plan with all means. Theretore the Communist
Party is throwing all its energies into the fight against fascisin.
We are exposing the national demagogy of the Hitler party.
We are combating the threatening enslavement and exploitation
of the German people by the fascist dictatorship by proving,
-before all to the toilers in town and country, that the national
emancipation of Germany can be accomplished only by the
social revolution, by the overthrow of the bourgeoisie in
CGiermany itseli. The coming German Soviet Republic will
declare the Versailles Peace, the Locarno Treaty, the Young
Plan, as well as all the other imperialist treatics, agreements
and plans, to be null and void. The German Soviet Republic
will not recognise any frontiers that have been drawn without
regard to the right of seli-determination of the peoples and
‘without the approval of the overwhelming majority of the
toilers. The German Soviét Republic, in closest economic and
political alliance with the Uniop of Socialist Sovict Repubics
and supported by the brotherly solidarity of the proletariat
in the victor States and of the oppressed peoples oi the

colonies, will oppose all acts of violence on the part of world
imperialism.

The German Reichsiag elections are a decision of the
masses for or against perialist war. The policy of the
government party, the imperialist policies of Hindenburg and
Briining, Hugenberg and Hitler promote the danger of war in
the whole world. The imperialist German bourgeoisie,
supported by the social democrats and fascists, is actively
taking part in the preparations for an intervention-war against
the Soviet Union.
the workers of Germany France, Poland, Italy and Great
Britain against the common enemy—worid capital.

. The German Reichstag elections are a decision of the
masses for or against fascism. Throughr the whole of Europe
there is sweeping a wave of fascist reaction which has been
let loose by the ruling classes as their last resort against
the radicalisation of the proletariat. against the advance ol
the socialist revolution. Whilst the fascist dictatorships in Italy,
Spain, Latvia and Poland are being shaken by the world
economic crisis and the class struggle of the proletariat, new
fascist dictatorships have been set up in Yugoslavia, Austria
and Finland. In Germany, the greatest industrial State in Europe
a fight is raging between fascism and proletarian revolution
The bankrupt bourgeois democracy and its chief represei-
tative, the social democratic Party, are in this fight unconditio-
nally on the side of fascism. The Reichstag elections are 3
trial of .strength for.the inevitably approaching decisive fight
between revolution and fascism in Germany, which will be
of the very greatest importance for the future development iu
the whole - vf Europe. : :

The German Reichstag elections are a decision of the
masses between Communism and soclal democracy. They are
an important-stage in the-fight of the Communists for winning
the majority of the working class. - The social democracy.
in the one year and nine months in which it participated in
the coalition government, set its approval to the criminal
Young Plan, placed enormous burdens upon the working masses
and systematically created the pre-conditions for the establish-
ment of a fascist dictatorship. The elections will represent 2
settling .of accounts with .the party .of Hermann Miller, Seve-
ring and Zorgiebel. They will be an important indication oi
the radicalisation of the German proletariat, of the advance
of the Cominunist Party.

. The German Relchstag elections are, finally, an important
decision on the standard of wages of the internatiomal prole
tariat. In Germany, the employers’ oifensive against the
standard of living of the working class for the purpose of
carrying out the Young Plan is in full swing. H the German
capitalists succeed in reducing the wages of the German prole-
tariat by ten, twenty, thirty and forty per cent, it wifl mean
a powerful incentive to immediate wage cats in America, Great
Britain, France, ltaly and all other countries. The predaton
character of the Young Plan lics precisely in the fact that
its realisation inevitably results in lowering the standard of
living of the proletariat, in a threatening of the very existence
not only of the German workers but of the workers of all
countries.

The world bourgeoisie realises the meaning of the Germau
elections. Thre French government journalist- Sauerwein
published in the “Prager Presse” of 12th of August an article
entitled “The German Unrest”, in which he described the
danger of a proletarian revolution in Germany. He declares
that, *“sickle and hammer will nct mean a very agreeable
winter for Germany”. Sauerwein regrets the decline of the
influence of the social democracy on the masses and appeals
to all imperialist governments to do their part in order to
save the country which, both geographically and politicaily.
is the most sensitive spot in Europe, from violent shakings

The Communist Party will do everything in order thai
the German capitalists, these slave-drivers for world capital
shall not be spared any, not even the most *“violent” shakings
In this hard iight the German Communists are sure-of the
support of all Parties of the Communist International, of all
class-couscious workers in the whole world. L

We embody the common class struggle of §

-
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The Question of the Relations between the Soviet
Union and the United States.

By N. Ossinsky (Moscow).

The relations betwecen the United States and the Soviet
Union are experiencing a crisis. The declaration of Comrade
Bogdanov that the present state of relations could lead to
Soviet orders being diverted to other countries and to the
cessation of trade betwceen the Soviet Union and the U.S. A,
is represeated by the ioreign bourgeois press as a possible
“breaking off” of relations betwcen the two countries. The
characteristic feature of the present situation is precisely
the fact that, between the Soviet Union and the United States
there do not exist any normal and regulated relations. Therein
is expressed the extreme confusion, the contradiction and also
the ambiguity of the point of view adopted by official circles
oi America in regard to relations with the Soviet Union.

As is known, President Wilsom, at the beginning of 1913,
sent a message to the Third Soviet Congress in which he
assured the Russian people of the friendly feeling of the Ameri-
can nation and promised us help which, owing to objective
reasons, he was unable to grant.
after the legislative organs of the Soviet Republic had carricd
out the anaulment of the foreign debts and the nationalisation
of the banks and also of a part of the property bclonging to
foreigners. The message was addressed to the same authori-
ties who were formally and actually “responsible” for these
measures.

Already in the Summer of 1918 the situation underwent
a sharp change: The American govermnent began to support
the counter-revolutionary movement jn our country, took part
m the armed interve:tion, sent troops to Archangelsk and rein-
forced the Koltchak army in the Far East. And when the
intervention, was at an end, the Soviet Union found itself con-
ironted with a new attitude on the part of official American
circles. Every time the leader of the Foreign policy of the
Soviet Union — true to its unalterable principle of preserving
peace and establishing good neighbourly relations with all
nations — addresscd appropriate inquiries to the United States,
the reply was always: "We are good friends of the Russian
pcople, but we cannot have anything to do with the present
Soviet government which violated all the rules of international
law, in that it repudiated foreixn debts and nationalised the
property of foreign subjects.” Thereupon the American govern-
ment invariably, received the following reply: “We are ready
to negotiate with you over your claims, but we preserve to
ourselves the right to submit our counter-claims and do not
wish under any circumstances to accept any preconditions™.

* . *

The Soviet Government not only succeeded in repelling
the armed intervention, but was also able to recover econo-
mically and was very soon in a position to sell Soviet pro-
ducts abroad and to buy foreign gaods. No matter what a
«reat temptation it may be to foreign capitalism to get com-
plete economic and political control of the vast territory and
the market of our country, if this is impossible of accomplish-
ment, then it must be coatent with less. It is also advantageous
to carry on trade with such a country, even if through the
medium of sSuch an unpleasant authority as the Pcople’'s Com-
niissariat for Trade.

Therefore, as a supplement to the abovc-mentioned for-

¢ mula, there was gradually added a new: “We cannot and
do not wish to recognise the Soviet Union, but we have no
i objection to trading with it.” [a order to carry on “trade
, without recognition” it became necessary to found in America
} an Amerlcan joint stock company “Amtorg” (it was umpossible
i to found a Soviet trading compauy). The shares of this com-
pany were necessarily under Soviet control. A considerable
number of Soviet fuactionaries had to be sent to America;
their presence on the territory of the United States was,
however, void of any formal basis. Soviet passes could not
be recognised by American Consuls, so that Sovict citizens
travelling to America had to describe themselves as people
of unknown origin whose identity could not be officiully

This message was sent -

established. As the Communist Party is in power in the Soviet
Uniion aad the most respousible persons on the Russian side
who managed the trade between the two States had to be
Communists, there arose a further absurdity: people offizially
forbidden to enter the United States, had in fact to enter the
country in accordance with the notorious formula: *‘Trade
without recognition.”

The incident with regard to the prohibition to place the
Soviet Union railway loan among U. S. A. citizens, even
through private channels, the incident relating to the confis-
cation of Soviet gold, which was almost carried out, siiowed
the whole ridicuiousness of the situation; its disadvantages
were, it is true, felt iu the first place by the Soviet Unioi.
When, however there began the conflict over the Chinese-
Eastern Railway, in which the American capitalists displayed
an increased interest and by means of which they tricd to
cxert pressure on the Soviet Union, then it transpired that the
“nox-existing government of the non-existing country” also
on its part did not wish to negotiate with the Goverunmeunt
of the United States — and this precisely because the American
government had hitherto not been inclined to “establish
acquaintanceship™ with the government which embraces a
sixth of the world.

The political absurdities were soon followed by ecouomic
absurditics, particularly in recent times. The export of wood
and manganese from the Sovict Union to the United States is
increasing. The Soviet Uuion possesses a huge portion of the
forest lands of the world which have cscaped the depredations
of profit-seeking capitalism.  Apart from British-India, the
Soviet Union possesses the largest manganese deposits in the
world. It is quite clear that, after the Sovict.Union had retur-
ned to normal economic life, a great devclopment of the
export of timber and manganese was bound to ensue. These
commodities are greatly in demand by the Amcrican wood
and paper industry and by the American sinclting industry.
This, however, runs counter to the interests of the American
lumber industry, and the feeble American mauganese industry,
which froin, the standpoint of the national economy are of
much less importance. U:ader the sacred formula “trade
without recognition”, i. e., in a situation where there is no
certainty in regard to the legal situation as far as the Soviet
goods are concerned, any American official, on the instization
of any group of interests, can sabotage trade betwecn the
Soviet Union and America. .

FPor this purpose it suffices to trot out the pretext of “con-
vict labour™ and to reprcsent the Soviet workers, who are
masters of the Soviet Union, as the white slaves of the same
Bolshevik government which they themselves have created and
support.

Finally, on the other side, this afiects the imports from the
U. S. A. to the Soviet Union. The honourable geutlemen who
permit us to trade with America without recognition and there-
fore without a solid credit basis for this trade, with the result
that we have to pay for everything with cash, thereby compel
us, in order to make thcse cash payments, to sell a more or
less corresponding quantity of goods to America. In America
thcy are complaining of Soviet dumping. ‘These complaints
are, to put it mildly, exaggerated. No barons of monopoly
capitalism will succeed in stopping the Soviet Union from
developing its home industry. For that, at any rate, is oue
own internal affair. And when, in order to realise our Five-
Year Plan, we have to expend thousauds of millions of roubles
on factory equipment, a large part of which comes from abroad,
it mcans that either forcign credits are placed at our disposal
in order to prevent the increased development of Soviet export
and of Soviet competition, or (what happens today) there is an
incrcase of Sovict exports.

The foreign bourgeois gentlemen ought to have understood
iong ago that the realisation of the Five:Year Plan necessarily
means an increase of Soviet exports, Nevertheless, our learned
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foreign “critics”, who have been taught by experience, cannot
yet grasp this truth. There are of course two alternatives:
to divert orders for factory equipment from the USA. to
Europe, or to refrain from placing orders abroad and to
develop the production of factory equipment to the maximum
in the Soviet Union itseli. We have become technically and
economically so strong that we could adopt the second course,
although this would cost us considerably greater efiorts than
# we adopted the first course. It is clear, however, that in
this case, a general restriction of trade on the part of the
Soviet Union with the bourgeois world would be inevitable.
In reality it means for the bourgeois countries the complete
loss of the Soviet market, of the former Russian market. And
it is already clear today that this loss would be a sevcre blow
both to American and European industry.
» * »

What are the immediate causes of the present crisis of
“Soviet-American relations”? Without doubt they are: 1. The
worsening of the position of American industry, due to the
economic crisis, and, in connection therewith, the efforts of
certain branches of industry to get rid of the “competing”
Soviet imports; 2. The increasing discontent of the working
masses and the growth of the Communist movement in the
USA.—both of them also due to the economic crisis. These
circumstances give rise to particular anxiety in the ranks of
the yellow trade unions, who fear a defeat by the American
Communists. Precisely for this reason the chief instigators
of the present anti-Soviet campaign in the USA. are, on the
one hand, the heads of the timber industry, the owners of
manganese mines, the coal mine owners etc. and, on the other
side, Mr. Matthew Wol, together with the heads of the
American political police.

We can at present indubitably record in the first place

an enormous growth of the trade turnover between the Soviet .

Union and the USA., with the prospect of a possible st.ll
further growth. This fact sharply raises the question of trans-
ferring Soviet-American trade to the normal basis of usual
international economic relations. “Trade without recognition”
on this scale is impossible. Secondly, the increase of the
foreign political strength of the Soviet Union s of fundamental
importance: the Soviet Union is a great Power with whom
the bourgeois politicians are compelled to reckon. The Soviet
Union can thwart any tricks on the part of bourgeois diplom-
acy. This is becoming ever clearer both to our bourgeois
“friends”, and in particular to the encmies of the Soviet Union
in the USA. It is palpably clear that the latter, in the given
circumstances, must strain all their forces in order to stop—f
that is at all possible—the inexorably approaching change.

Wherein lies this inevitable change? Precisely in that
which American government circles have for ten years
evadgd: the establishinent of normal diplomatic relations with
ghe Sovict Union. The establishment of such relations lies
in th(; interests of the American bourgeoisie themselvegs:it is
fully_ in accordance also with the principles of our policy, V{Lbich
is directed towards the peaceful co-existence of two different
economic systems.\ Only the ecstablishment of such relations
is capable of secfring to American industry an increasing
numb.er of Soviet orders, the importance of which the American
machine-tool making industry, the American tractor factories
etc. are thoroughly convinced. And only the establishment
of suc;h rc_:lations is capable of sccuring to the American wood-
workm.g industry, the paper industry, the metal industry and
othe.r important branches of industry the regular supply of
qualitatively hlgh-zrade and cheap Soviet raw materials. It
doqs not require any great amount of common sense and
Jogical thought. in order to understand that all these things
are to bourgcois America of no lcss, and perhaps even more,
importance than te the Soviet Union.

Finally, the American workers are interested in the estae
blishment of normal diplomatic rclations. The scourge of une
employment in the USA. calls for the creation of favourable
preconditions for the placing of orders by the Soviet Union.
Hence there arises the ever more insisted demand of the
American workers for a settlement of relations with the
Soviet Union.

. Bourgeois America must also bhear two things in mind.
Firstly, the development of Soviet-American trade must, after

the settlement of the diplomatic side of the question, necessarily
be based upon a broad development of credit. If the Americans
do not like the all-round increase of our exports, then they
have only one protective measure, i. e., credits. It has become
evident that not only the military, political or goods blockade
directed against our growing socialist tountry but also the
credit blockade is simply incapable of realisation afiri- has
consequences harmful to all those who seek to employ it, but
not to those against whom it is employed.

We are of the opinion that the question of *“‘recognition”
is no longer on the agenda, that this is an obsolete question.
Those who up to the year 1930, in the 13th year of our
existence, have not come to recognise the Soviet Union—fromn
them we do not need any official sanctioning of our inter-
national legal position. We have won this ourselves in brilliant
political and economic fights. In the relations between us and
the USA, the only question can be the establishment ot
diplomatic relations: nothing more and nothing less. It is not
as if one can “sanction” the other. Neither party can submit
preconditions. Thus and ouly thus is the question to be put.

HANDS OFF THE CHINESE SOVIETS

Soviet Revolution and War of the Generals

in China.
By Chiehua.

In addition to the Soviet revolution of the workers and
peasants and the advance of the Red Army in China, which
are directed against the whole counter-revolutien, against the
native big landowners and big bourgeoisie and the foreign
imperialists, there is also taking place the war of the Kuo-
mintang generals in North China. One battle follows another,
in which tanks and bombing planes and even poison gas are
employed.

The wars of the generals, which never before raged so
furiously as at present, are not only an expression of the fights
over the division of the spheres of power of the various generals
and the split up condition of the ruling class of China, but they
also reflect the antagonistic interests, which are becorhing
more and more acute, of the imperialist powers in China.

The Chiang Kai-shek government, behind wlrich there
stands the imperialism of the United States, cannot pay so
much regard to the interests of the Japanese and the British
imperialists, as the latter would like, so that they have no
other course than to make use of the lackey services of the
Kuomintang generals of North China.

Simultaneously with their fierce fighting these generals
are now endeavouring to form a government in North China
as a counter-weight to the Nanking government. The out-of-
work Kuomintang politicians of the type of Wan-Chin-wei
are being used as advertisements for the new government
The formation of a government in North China will in all
probability come about only gradually. A Northern govern-
ment would mean an intensification of the war as a result of
its better financing by means of the income derived from the
customs duties and by means of foreign loans.

The present fights of the generals are no longer half fights
and half negotiations as they were formerly, but big battles
in which over 200,000 men are engaged and extend over a
fighting front of more than 1000 kilometres. The scenc of the
war is in particular the provinces of Honan and Shantunz.

H

Chiang Kai-chek's troops are being opposed by Feng Yu !
Hsiang troops on the lL.unghal railway line in Honan, and by !

the troops of Yen Shi San on the Tientsin-Puckow and
Kantchow Hsinang lines in the province of Shantung. In spite
of all the assertions of Chiang Kai-shek that he will soon
settle his enemies, there is no hiding the fact that he 1is in
no way superior to them. Already in these fights over
100,000 men have been killed on both sides. In his interview
with the foreign press Chiang Kai-shek said: “For our armv
victory does not mean capturing territory, but annihilating
the enemy.” It is c<timated that the cost of the upkeep of
the troops of the Norhern generals amounts to over 10 million

Mexican dollars a month. The cost of the troops of Chiang
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Kai-shek and of the other provinces amounts to over 30 million
dollars a month. These enormous sums are squeezed out of
the Chinese people.

The conduct of the war has been rendered difficult not
only by the lack of finances but also by the lack of human
material caused by the enormous losses. Both sides have
sent every available man to the front and have even sent raw
recruits into the field. Chiang Kai-shek is recruiting soldiers
inn every town. Yen Shi
the front. Feng Yu Hsiang compels the big districts to supply
4000 men and the small districts 2000 men for the purpose of
conducting the war.

. The mercenary troops of the generals’ armics remain
for months without pay and are evea sent hungry into the
field. The severely wounded are left to die on the battle-
iield without receiving any aid, as the generals think that it
is cheaper to recruit fresh soldicrs than to heal and restore
wounded. Mutinies, insubordination, desertions by the soldiers
are the order of the day. The shortage of money and the
mutinies are accelerating the collapse of the armed forces of:
the generals. B : » - ,

In addition to the political crisis there prevails an un-
precented economic crisis. Transport by water and land is
to the greater part at a standstill; the closing down of works
and factories is a general phenomenon in the industrial towns.
At the commencement of this year 70 silk mills were closqd
in Shanghai alone. In the Southern provinces, over 4000 big
factories were recently closed - down. The factor.les and
works which are still continuing operations are working onl.y
3 or 5 days a week. The number of the unemployed is
growing constantly. The depreciation of the silver currency
by 40 per cent enables the imperialists still further to -exploit
and rob the working population. China, which is known as
a rice-producing country, is sufiering from a shortage of t!us
cereal owing to the ruin of peasant agriculture, so that rice
has to be imported. The rice crisis is assuming a very acute
form. Owing to the terrible increase in the price of rice,
which in many districts has risen by 30 or 40 per cent, furious
riots are breaking out among the workers and peasants. The
workers are demanding an extra rice allowance as a supple-
ment to their wages and the peasants are plundering the
rice stores of the big landowners.

Terrible famine prevails not only in the Northern pro-
vinces such as Shansi and Kansu, but also partly in other
provinces. The population affected by the famine numbgrs
about 70 million. According to the figures of the relief
expeditions sent to combat the famine, in Shansi in 29 districts
of the province 40 per cent, of the population have died of
starvation, in 28 districts 25 per cent. in 15 districts 17 per cent
and in 20 districts 11 per cent of the population. .

The economic and political crisis in China, which is
becoming more and more acute, has proved the incapability
to the ruling class to find a way out of the impasse. The
millions of workers and peasants, the sole bearers of the
Chinese revolution, are endeavourting to find a way out of
this need and misery. ‘
bourgeois-democratic character and whose tasks still remain

(.

unfulfilled owing to the treachery of the national bourgeoisie, :.

is entering on a new phase, the phase of the agrariaii revo-
lution under the leadership of the proletariat against

- imperialism and the feudalist regime, against the counter-

- Successes.

l

tevolutionary bourgeoisie, for the revolutionary democratic -.

o s .
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-san has even sent police troops to -

«

i

The Chinese revolution, which bears a .

-

i

dictatorship of the workers and pcasants in the form of :

Soviets as the precondition to it
revolution,

s conversion into the social ¢

revolution, in spite of tlie united front of the landowners, the ~

bourgeoisie and world imperialism and in the face of many
difficulties, still carried the Soviet banner forward to new

~ Everywhere in the South and Central provinces tlie révo-
Intionary peasants are exgaged jn a struggle. The flags of

‘the "Soviet power are already waving in the villages ‘and
towns.

After having twice captured Changsha, which meant

~a gredt step forward for the social revolution, the Red Army,

supported by the revolutionary working and peasant masses,
directed its attention to the towns of Wuchang, Hankow and
Hanyang, situated in the centre of China and forming together

»

Joruling class, the Kuomintang - reaction,
. the

. After the defeat of -the Canton insurrection, the Chinese - 3t the same time an

the town of Wuhan. One can say that Wuhan has long been
encircled on all sides by Soviet districts. In the province of
Hupeh, in which Wuhan is situated, already seven corps of
the Red Army are carrying on the fight. With the exception
of the 9th and 10th corps in the Northwest district, all corps
arc'advaqcing from all sides on Hankow. The surrounding
territory is already in the hands of the Soviets.

The Sovict regions already existing embrace a population
of over 60 million. The Soviet movement has sprea: fi["om the
South of China to the North. The Red Army has now grown
from 14 corps numbering 100,000 men, to 21 corps. In
Sough of the province of Kiangsu there are five district
Soviets. It was here that the 15th corps of the Red Army
was formed. In the Northwest of the province of Chili the
19th corps has been formed in 3 Soviet districts to the Fast
:Ligek!ngh Ind.the.Stouth ofh tl;lis province the Soviet Power

S In nive districts in which ar
of the Red Ares! ‘ e the ZO“', al?d 21st corps

In view of the increasingly concentrating Soviet Power,
dug ‘to the growth of the Soviet territory in the South of
.China, - the revolutionary workers and peasants, under the
leadership of the Communist Party of China, decided to make
the necessary preparations for the establishment of a Seviet

overnment in one or a number of provinces. The Presidium
of the Congress of the Soviet Districts, which met at the end
of 'May. last, in view of the rapid growth of the social revo-
lutxogl, issued a manifesto in the middle of July for the con-
vention of a Soviet Conugress of workers and peasants and
soldiers soviets for the whole of China on the 7th of Novem-
ber. At this Congress the question of the establishment of
the Central power of the Soviets will be exhaustively
dealt with.

While. the agrarian revolution in
making rapid headway,
is also growing,
ship of the whol

the rural districts is
the labour movement in the towns
which means a strengthening of the leader-
e revolutionary movement in China by the
working class. Since last year the labour movement las™
slowly recovered from the depression. In the year 1928 the
number of strikers was 400,000: in 1929 this figure had in-
creased to 750,000, The fights of the workers have developed
from the defensive to the offensive. Every economic fight
becomes rapidly converted into a political fight. In almost
every fight it has come to armed collisions withh the police.
In all the big towns, such as Shanghai, Hankow and Hong-
kong, workers defence corps are being founded in prepa-
ration for an armed revolt. The preparation of the “fourth
insurrection” in Shanghai (in the great Chinese revolution
three insurrections took place in Shanghai) has become the
general slogan of the workers of this town. The workers’
defence corps in Shanghai were already formed in April and
in all fights formed the shock troops of the revolutionary
. workers against the police.

The Communist Party has set itself the task of strengthen-
ing its leadership in the workers’ struggles and winning the
broad masses of the working .class for the red trade unions.
The victorious strike of the tramway workers in Shanghai
. was due only to the determincd leadership of the red trade
~Hjons. :

- On the 16th of July, anti-generals war day in China, and
con the Ist of August thousands of workers demonstrated in
all the big towns with red flags in spite of ‘police tertor,
whereby it came to street fighting. Al this shows that the
-workers in China are determined tv’break ‘the white terror
by tenacious fight. . - o Co

With the upsurge of the revolution there is taking place
increase in the bloody suppressive
~measures of the counter-revolution. The Kuomintang regime,
. which is occupied with the war with the generals and perceives
its difficult situation, is. endeavouring with all theans to choke
the revolutionary movement in blood. . L o

The advance of the revolution has not only caused: the
to tremble, but also

international imperialist Powers perceive with great

".anxiety the red danger. . The victorious advance of the Red

. Army in China was imjnediately followed by the cry of the

*imperialist States, such as the U.S.A., Great Britain .an
... Japan, for joint intervention.

B

. The warships and gunboats of the fmperjalists -
“ceeding up the Yangtse river—to the most i
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on its banks. The bombardment of Yochow, Changsha and
other red towns has revealed the brutality of the rotyber-
imperialist States and opened a direct war against the Chinese
revolution. : .

The world proletariat must clearly see that the Chinese
revolution is not only a revolution against the Nanki'ng bour-
geoisie, but also against workd imperialism. The victory of
the Chinese revolution must be achieved by the overthrow
of the ruling classes and by the defeat of world 1mpepa_lism.
The workers of all countries must realise that the Chinese
revolution is also directed against their enemy. The victory
of the Chinese revolution means also the victory of the world
proletariat just as the defeat of the Chinese revolution is
also its defeat. The world proletariat must energetically
support their working brothers in China who are now engaged
in a fierce fight. In order to prevent the bloody doings of
the imperialists in China the workers must develop a revo-
lutionary fight in their own comntries. Only by strengthen-
ing the revolutionary movement in the capitalist countries
will it be possible to prevent the robber-campaign of the
imperialists and to hold op the warships proceeding to China.

The victory of Soviet China camnot be achieved by the
revolutionary workers, peasants and soldiers of China alone,
but must be won by the common fight of the revolutionary
workers, peasants and soldiers of all countries.

POLITICS

The Mass Strike against the Social Insu~
rance Law in France,
By J. Berlioz (Paris).

Since the 28th of July about 100,000 workers have been
‘on strike against the fascist social insurance law. During this
time the revolt of the workers against this fraudulent enslaving
law has fluctuated in various respects. In the Somme district,
in St. Quentin and in the district of Rouen, the strikers returned
to work, some defeated, some with a wage increase of 6 per
cent, as is the case in the Rouen district. On the other hand,
the fight has spread considerably in North France.

On the Sth of August, about 120,000 workers were oan
strike in the district between Armentieres-Lille-Roubaix«
Tourcoing and Halluin. In the whole of the textile industry
i this area the strike is general, so that at the present time,
apart from resumption of work by an insignificant part of
the workers, mostly Belgians, who have been misled by the
reformist leaders, there are close on 150,000 working men and
women on strike. :

Isolated movements are also beginning in other more
remote districts as St. Die, (Vogeses), in La Roclelle, in the
metal industry of the Ardennes, in the glove factory of Millan
ctc.  According to statistics published by *“Humanité”, there
were in the course of July, without reckoning the numerous
demonstrations in the factories, altogether 183,000 strikers in
562 enterprises. The almost unanimous participation of the
workers in this movement is due to the circumstance that the
coming into force of the new law coincided with the rapid
increase in the cost of living, which can be illustrated by the
fact that the price of bread, such an important item of food
for the French worker,, rose from 1.90 to 2.35 Francs per
kilogrammme. At the heaa oi this counter-offensive there stand
the textile workers with 178 mills on strike; they are followed
by tlie metal workers with 177 undertakings on strike.,

A great number of these small strike movements ended in
a success for the workers: increase oi wages by 15 to 35
centimes per hour, payment oi the social insurance coiirie
butions hv the employers ete. :

In Rouen and the neighbourhiood, where the textile industry
predominates, the fight has been especially bitter, In this
districe.there prevailed a regular state of siege. The police and
Hencg larmerie made their way into the courtyards of the

Amqncawenements. Here the workers displayed a wonderful
Soviet Uirit. In Barentin and Pavilly collisions occurred in
Rourgeé which arrested strikers were released by their
Firstly, the :/m ihe hands of the police. On 27 th July a
:t battie developed in the streets of Rouen, " in

which barricades of pavement stones were erected as a
protection against the buliets of the gendarmerie.

The reasons of the semi-failure of the strike are the
following: 1. Complete lack of an erganisation of textiic
‘workers, whom our trade unions have not managed to get
hold of, 2. the abominable attitude of the social fascists, as
for example of the mayor of Elbouef, who prohibited collec.
tions on bchalf of the strikers in the streets, 3. the sabotage
of the oppositional leaders of the Rouen textile and dock
workers. The leader of the latter, M. Engler, managed to
break the fighting spirit of the dock workers by calling a
24-hour strike which was totally unprepared and which in no
way harmed the employers, but on the other hand exercised a
disintegrating, demoralising influence upon the whole of the
workers as a result of the resumption of work by the dockers,
who could have been a tower of strength in the struggle.
Nevertheless the fighting spirit of the workers was so strong
that the employers were compelled to grant a six per cent
wage increase.

In the textile industry of the Somme district, where there
had been no movement of the working masses since 1920, mass
demonstrations occurred daily. Here the manocuvres of the
reformists, which were supplemented by the political mistakes
of our comrades, brought about the end of the strike.

Of the very greatest importance, however, is undoubtedly
the powerful strike in the North. Here there is taking place
a fierce fight between the social fascists and ourselves for
influence over the mass of the workers, numbering several
hundred thousand. The reformist leaders, who hitherto held
undisputed sway in this district, perceive that their authority
is becoming weaker under our blows and are therefore making
frantic and incredible efforts in order to discredit omr action.
The fighting will of the workers however is so strong, that,
as a result of our uninterrupted agitation, they spontaneously
follow our slogans. Thus for instance, the Lille textile wor-
kers went on strike almost mnanimously on 26th of July,
whilst it was not until the day following that the reformist
union decmed it necessary to call a general strike in order not
to lose contact with the masses. The same thing occurred i
Roubaix-Toorcoing: when the unitary trade unions issued the
strike slogan for 1 st of August and several thousand workers
left the factories, the social democratic leaders saw no way
out than, two days later, to issue the call for a general strike
which had already broken out. : :

the

In the Lille metal industry the representatives of
employers and the leaders of the reformist unions had twice
concluded compromise agreements but on both occasions the
agreements were repudiated by meetings of the rank and file
of the union. The organ of the Comité des Forges, “Bulletin
Quotidien” wrote indignantly: “This episode proves, like a8
the strike movements of the Northern district, not the. strength
but the weakness of the leaders of the reformist trade umion
federation who ounly command their members by following fn
their rear”.

When the lcaders of the reformist C. Q. T. and of the
Belgian Trade Union Federation instructed their followers a
few days ago to resume work in those undertakings where
the employers had granted minimum wage increases, these
instructions were entirely ignored. The bourgeois press was
surprised and enraged, as it had firmly reckoned that the
reformists would secure the recognition of the law.

These are facts of enormous importance which completely
upset the structure of social peace and of arbitration awards
so skiliully erected by Jouhaux, Lebas and Co. Does this
mean, however, that the Communists have already won the
masses who are under the influence of the reformists and that
the latter have no further possibility of carrying out their
manoeuvres? No, the influence oi the social democracy on
the workers of North France ist still strong. We have pot
succecded in forming any fighting committees in the big enter-
prises, nor were we capable of realising the independent
leadership of the fight by the masses themselves. There exist
alougside of the strike comniittees formed by the reformist trade
union members strike committees in which there are only a
few unorganiscd workers and still fewer reformist trade anion
members united with our wiritary trade union comrades.

It is only by exerting the greatest efforts that we are
managing to overcome the passivity of the strikers. It is troe,

we have succeeded for the first time since 1921 in organising

’
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street demonstrations in Roubaix-Tourcoing, but they embraced
only a small minority of the strikers. The fighting spirit in this
district, which appeared to be dead, has been revived, and that
is an important achievement. This fight has not yet however
assumed the form of big direct actions of the masses as de-
manded by the present situation.

The social fascist leaders and their press are conducting
a dirty campaign of slander against our Party, and are even
going so far as to assert that our comrades are receiving money
from the union of the textile employers. And all this solely
in order to maintain their influence, which is beginning to
waning. They are making particular effortsto conceal the poli-
tical character of the fight. They are repeating a hundred
times a day, that the social insurance law is excellent and
that the workers wish to observe it. M. Leon Blum attempted
in a series of articles in “Populaire”, marked by the most
revolting hypocrisy, to justify the necessity of the workers’
contributions.

The working masses of North France have followed in-
stinctively our call to fight against the law, but we have not
yet got the leadership of the movemeat. In such circumstances
it is possible that the social fascists will succeed, by their
undermining work, in breaking the fighting front. Nevertheless
our influence will have greatly increased and we are bound to
achieve similar results, as for instance in the Somme district, in
Rouea and St. Quentin, where we have recruited several thou-
sands of mew workers into the ranks of the unitarian trade
unions. In any event it is significant that in Lille 5000 workers
marched past the party premises of the social democracy
shouting out “United front!”, and that the French and Belgian
textile workers in the frontier district refused to join a so-called
“Red guard” which their reformist leaders tried to form for
the purpose of supporting the police in the fight against the
Communists.

For the rest the resistance to the law is not confined to
the fight in North France. The resistance to the law is further
stimulated by the daily increasing prices of food and the
mass dismissals already announced in the automobile industry.
We are only in the first stages of powerful labour struggles.
Our chief weakness, which it is nccessary to overcome, is
that we have not succeeded in making use of the great excite-
ment prevailing in the whole country for the purpose of sup-
porting the 150,000 strikers in North France by other thousands
of strikers. The decisions of the last meeting of our Central
Counnittee regarding persevering mass work must be carried
out in actual practice, and the united front must be realised
already in the preparation for the new inevitable struggles.

AGAINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

The Fight of the Iraqi Masses against the
Treaty with Great Britain,
By J. B. (Jerusalem.)
On the 30th of June 1930 a Treaty of “alliance™ betwcen
Great Britain and Iraq was signed in Baghdad by the British
High Commissioner appointed by MacDonald, Sir Francis

and the Prime Minister of Iraq. Nuri Pasha Said,
which is to replace the former pacts concluded in 1922 and

1926. The sigaing of this treaty was.prcceded by a severe

government crisis in Iraq lasting, with short pauses, over
two years. The reason of this crisis was that there was no

government claiming in any way to represent the population:

of Iraq which would have considered the British treaty con-
ditions as acceptable. This was the reason of the overthrow
of the conceatration Ministry of Djaafar Pasha el-Askaris,
why his follower, Muhsin Bek el-Saachuc, shot himself as a
protest against the British demands, and why the “conczatra-
tion” Ministry formed at the beginning of this year also fell.
The intensification of the economic crisis and the growing
symptoms of a profound ferment among the city population
and amoag the small peasants caused the British Commissioner,
in the Spring of this year, to rcsort to measures of violence.
With the aid of King Feisal, supported by Britsh bayonets. a
dictatorial “government” was set up, at the head of which was

the old ally of the English and the friend of Feisal, Gencral
Nuri Pasha Said. The latter first sent the inconvenient Parlia=
ment home, suppressed all opposition papers, closed the natio-
nalist clubs and then hastened to sign the so-called new
Apglp—lraq Treaty submitted to him by the British High Com-
missioner. .

This treaty means: 1, enslavement of Iraq to Great Britain
for the next 27 years (the Pact is to come into force “after ths
admission of Iraq into the League of Nations in 1932 and is to
be valid for 25 years). 2. A not unimportant part of the imperia-
list preparations for war and for suppression of the Indian
revolution. This real content of the Treaty is hardly concealed
by a number of unessential points pretending to grant equality -
of rizhts: entry of Iraq into the League of Nations, withdrawal
of the British infantry troops from Iraq in 1937, establishinent
of_friendly relations between England and Iraq. The main
points of the Treaty show its actual character. The Iraq
State is pledged, in the event of war or a threat of war. to
Placc its whole territory, its means of trausport and its army,
immediately at the disposal of the British Ge:ieral Staff. The
latter shall, by training of officers, sending of instructors,
supplying technical forces etc., possess the exchisive privilege
pi controlling the Iraq army. In addition, two of the two most
important strategical points of the country (Basra in the South
and to the West of Mosul in the North) a military air base
of the British troops is to be established, which shall be main-
tained by the Iraq government. The British Ambassador in
Baghdad shall have special privileges. The Iraq government
shall appoint oaly British specialists and advisers in its service,
ggd th;:. king of Iraq “requests” that a British military mission

sen

Even if the government of Nuri Pasha attempted to con-
ceal the true content of this enslaving Pact with phrases
regarding the recognition contained in it of the independcnce
of Iraq, even if the circles round MacDonald would very much
like to make out that here at last, after the going over to the
terrorist aad bloody methods in India and Egypt, there is a
magnanimous gift of the Labour Government to the pecople
of Iraq, nevertheless the latter (not even the big bourgeot®
partics) are not falling into the swindle. A fierce agitation
has set in in the whole country against the treaty, The abo-
fition of the freedom of assembly and of the press does not
suffice in order to throttle the voices of protest coming from
all corners of the country. The national socialists, who are
undergoing a regrouping under the jeadership of Musahim
el Badshadhi (who has repeatedly declared himself an irrecon-
cilable opponent of any agreement with England and recently
even declared himself in favour of orientation towards the
U.S.S.R.), and Jassimal Haschimi, (who, after having repca-
tedly participated in coalition governmenats, has been driven
into sharp opposition owing to the fact that the most elemen-
tary demands of the Iragi bourgeois national socialists are
totally disregarded in the Anglo-Iraq Treaty), have issued the
slogans of fiercest fight against the Trcaty, resistance to the
dictatorship government, and full and recal independence of
fraq. They are considering the bovcott of the approaching
elections to the Iragi Parliameat, which Nuri Pasha is calling
in order to ratify the treaty, as well as proclaiming passive
resistance and refusal to pay taxes.

With regard to the last item, this has already been partly
anticipated by the spontaneous movement of the people. As
a result of the serious, and in fact disastrous, economic situa-
tion, various small peasant districts in Central and North Iraq
have refused to bear any longer the heavy burden of taxation.
After they had driven away the tax collectors it came to
serious collisions between puaitive troops of the government
and the excited fellaheen and bedouins; the Baghdad papers
report numerous killed and wounded. As in 1924 and 1925,
the government is again forced to rely upon the intervention
of the British Royal Air Force in order to bombard the villages
withs bombs and reduce them to submission.

On the other hand, the anti-imperialist movement in the
towns and the fight against MacDonald’s enslaving Pact,
against the government of the British agents, Feisal and Nuri
Said, is becoming a fresh link in the chain of revolutionary mass
actions extending from India over Arabia to Egvpt, which are

" seriously shaking the British Empire and its social imperialist

lackeys, .
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Letters from Egypt.
By P. Ch. (Cairo).

The Egyptian Bourgeoisie and the Natlonal-Revolutionary
Movement, .

The Egyptian bourgeoisie is still very young and forms
only a small fraction of the total population of Egypt Its
sise occurred at the time when first France, and then England
established themselves in Egypt in order to exploit its natural
wealth and, by dominating the country, to secure control of
the Suez Canal, the most important sea route to the Far East
From the cultural point of view the short period of French
domination has had far more lasting effect than tlge occu-
pation of Egypt by England. This French influence still exists
to-day and had a great effect on the national independence
movement in its first stages. . .

 Sociologically the Egyptian bourgeoisie ls a mixture of
the old feudal big landowners with the city intelligentsia,
which has been greatly increasing in influence in the last few
_decades. In addition to this stratum, a city petty bourgeoisie
has developed, which is numerically considerable stronger than
the big bourgeoisie. The Egyptian beourgeoisie has no mass
basis among the population. On the other hand, it controls
the most importance means of power of the State, the military
and the police, and is supported by the European bourgeoisie
who dominate Egyptian industry. Politically the bourgeoisie
is led by the Itheaists (feudal big landowners) and by the
Jiberal constitutionalists (city intelligentsia). =~

The Egyptian petty. bourgeoisle, the political leadership of
which is in the Wafd, has, on the other hand, a broad basis
among the Egyptian population, above all among the Fellaheen.
The driving force of the petty bourgeoisie is the student youth,
which in the various stages of the independence movement has
always played the leading role.

Under the pressure of the British occupation, before all
however as a result of the ruthless exploitation of Egypt during
the world war, a growing anti-imperialist tendency developed
among the Egyptian people in the first post-war years, which
tendency found its expression in an ever increasing amti-Eng-
land feeling. This «development gave a revolutionary charac-
ter to the national independence movement which set in again
after the world war. The struggle for Egyptian national inde-~
pendence has become a struggle agalnst British imperialism.
In March 1919 the national revolutionary movement reached a
high point. In the course of this movement great strike strugge
les took place, in which the labour organisations actively parti-
cipated for the first time; collisions with the occupation troops
occurred and in various towns even revolutionary provisional
governments were formed.

A second high point of the independence movement, which
however was at the same time the starting point for a political
new orientation of the Egyptian bourgeoisie, was witnessed in
the year 1924, which is generally designated as the year of the
“rule of the bourgeoisie”. In this year the first elections to
the Egyptian Parliament took place. resulting in an overwhelming
victory for Zaghlul Pasha, the leader of the Wafd. The Egyp-
tian big bourgeoisie, under the leadership of the Liberals, was
able to gain only a few seats. With the taking over . of
government responsibility by the Wafd a new stage commen-
ced for the Egyptian bourgeoisie. )

The negotiations .with the British government, which were
commenced by Zaghlul Pasha and then continued by his friends
and most bitter enemies (Mahomed Mahmoud), show that there
no longer exist any differences in principle between the two
groups. Nahas Pasha, Zaghlul's successor to the leadership
of the W:}fd. who as Prime Minister wished to conclude the
Treaty with Great Britain, prepared by his most bitter oppa-
nent Mahomed Mahmud together with Henderson, had already
arrived at an understanding in principle with the Labour
Government on all Egyptian questions. . The question of signing
the treaty was o_nly a question of time, when suddenly the in-
creasing radicalisation, caused. by the intensification of the
economic crisis, on the part of the warking class and of the
peasantry, and the growing unrest- among the petty bourgeois
strata compelled Nahas Pasha to carry out a tactical turm.
Negotiations were broken off for the time being and some
months later the Wafdists were in opposition. it

—o

Contrary to former inner-political struggles for power, the

question of the relations to the British imperialists is now rele-
gated to the background. At any rate attempts are being made
on both sides to create this impression. It is obvious however
that the present dictatorship government Is making common
cause with Britlsh imperialism, whilst on the other hand Nahas
Pasha is repeatedly insisting on his friendly relations -with
MacDonald and Henderson and again and again to declaring
his readiness to resume negotiations with the agents of British
imperialism.

These tacties of the Wafd leaders could however not pre-
vent the growing anti-imperialist development among the
toiling population of Egypt. Nor will the present opposition of
the Wafd leaders and their struggle for the “saving of the
Constituion”, which according to the Wafdists is at the same
time a struggle for Egypt’s emancipation, but in reality is 2
fresh deception of the tolling population, be able to check this
development. .

If we draw a balance, in regard to the role so far played
by the Egyptian bourgeoisie, in the Egyptian movement for
independence; it must be stated that, besides the Egyptian big
bourgeoisie, the leaders of the oppositional petty bourgeoisie
have also long abandoned the anti-imperialist policy and are
not only seeking an wnderstanding witli imperialism but in
addition are conducting their own imperialist policy, which
in home politics is beginning to assume ever sharper forms of

an anti-proletarian pelicy. . .

This development in the camp of the Egyptian bourgeoisie,
has not only of necessity destroyed the national revolutionary
united front of the anti-imperialist bourgeoisie with the toiling
population, which was set up in the March revolution 1919, but
has also led to a contradiction, assuming ever sharper forms,
between the bourgeoisie and the class-conscious working class,
which is numerically still weak. The same development is
apparent in the relation between the bowrgeoisie and the
millions of the propertyless small peasants. From this results
a complete shifting of the fighting fronts, The decisive strata
of the Egyptian population, tlie workers and the peasantry,
are lining up in a fighting front not only against imperialism,
but also against its Egyptian agent, the Egyptian bourgeoisic.

FASCISM

The Fascist Dic‘atorship in Finland.
By O. W. Kuusinen.
(Continued.)

The First State Act of Fasclsm,
For what purpose were all these efforts of the leadership

-of the coalition party necessary? Perhaps only in order to

obtain government power: No, they could have obtained that
any day they wished without any great efforts. The Land
Union would have raised absolutely no objection to forming a
government along with the coalition party. Apart from a few
exceptions, all Cabinets in Finland since the civil war have
been government blocks between the coalitionists and the
Landbund with or without the participation of other bourgeois
parties. The last time a government was formed by the Land
Union without the coalitionists it was because the latter did
not wish to participate, as they perceived the difficulties with
which the government would be confronted.

.- The Kallio goverament did its best in order to parste a |

conrse to complete fascisation in legislation (government bills
for abolition of right of combination, freedom of the press of
the labour movement, changes in the law regarding state o
war etc.) The adoption of the government bill on associations
by Parliament in December last, with the help of the social
democratic deputies, meant a considerable step towards depri-
ving the labour movement of all legal rights. A number of
similar steps would undoubtedly have received the sauction
of Parliament if there had been the time and patience.requircd
for Parliamentary bargaining. This method was, bowever, t00
slow and clumsy for the purposes of the Finnish bourgeoisie,

.and it would also have confronted Finnish bousgecis Parlia
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mentarism with a very great problem: what would be the
result of the coming elections if all bourgcois parties, including
the social fascists, compromise themselves in the eyes of broad
strata of the toilers (who according to the Constitution still
have the right to vote) by fascist enactments? A fresh election
victory of the Communists, fresh deicats of the coalitionists?

An awkward dilemma. What more could the -government
do than what had been done by the Kallio govermment?
Another government would not have had the freedom of move-
ment necessary in order to carry out the thorough change
of regime at a suificient rapid tempo. as so urgentlv demauded
by the class interests of the Finnish bourgeoisie since the year
1929. Here was the dilemma. The Coastitution had become
far too narrow for the Finnish bourgzeoisie. It was a Consti-
tution of the Finnish countcr-revolution, the “White Finland
Constitution”: it was borne out of the ifurious orgies of revenxe
of the bourgeoisic in May 1919, in which over 30000 workers
were murdered after the end of the fighting in the civil war.
This Constitution was formulated and decided in the Parlia-
meat of the year 1919, in which there was not a single Com-
munist and in which the government of the coalition Land Bund
block had more than 99 per cent of the votes, This Constitu-
tion had now become dangerous to its originators. The buil-
ders of this Constitution, which was to last for centuries, were
only ten years older when they were compelled to declare
“that their wonderiul crait had hopelessly run azround and that
there was no constitutional way out: that they had to tall
in the aid of the pirates in order to blow up the wreck.

The destruction of the Constitution — that is not a trifle.
But it is a question not only of the Constitution but of much
more; of complete fascisation of the State apparatus and all
other forms of bourgeois class rule. That is the task into
‘the fulfilment of which the leaders of tlie Finnish bourgcoisie
have flung themselves with all their encrgyv. The destruction
of the Constitution was for them, on the one hand, the neces-
sary precondition and, on the other hand, the first great step
of the new fascist rexime. Further steps will not be long in
-following.- In particular, in all probability further important
steps will be undertaken in economic and military policy.

The whole programme of fascism is, of course, even in
the best case, not capable of being carried out in a few wecks,
How far an absolute complete fascisation is at all realisable,
and for how long, is in the first place to be regarded as a
concrete question of the class struggle. In any event we nmst
reckon with the fact that the Finaish bourgeoisie will do
everything in order to pursue a definite fascist policy along the
whole line. For the purpose of facilitating and accelerating the
carrying out of this policy the leaders of the Finnish bour-
geoisie had to avail themselves of the services of fascist bands,
with the aid of which they can proceed most brutally.

And that is the essence of the matter and not an alleged
fight of the fascists in Lapua for the overthrow of a “demo-
cratic” government. (To be continued.)

Scandinavian~Finnish Anti~-Fascist
Conference.

On the 10th of August there was held in Stockholm a
Scandinavian-Finnish anti-fascist Conference which proved a
great success. Although the Conference was organised in the
relatively short time of a "fortnight, approximatcly 70,000
Danish, Norwegian, Swedish and Finnish workers were repre-
sented there by 158 delegates. The latter had been elected at
anumerous meetings of local trade union councils, sport asso-
ciations and syndicalist unions, as well as anti-fascist commit-
_tees and represented all political tendencies. The soliders and
sailors of the Swedish army, and navy hat elected 10 represen-
tates at special mectings; Comrade Leow, Germany, decorated
these delegates with the badge of the “prohibited” German Red
Front Fighters’ League. The soldiers declared in a telezram
of greeting to Comrade Thilmann, that they will proudly wear
the badge of the Red Front Fighters' League in the conscious-
ness. that they will fight and win under this sign.

After exhaustive discussious, in which social democratic,
syndicalist and non-party workers expressed the unanimous
opinion that the fascist movemeut is advancing not only in Fine
land*but in all three Scandinavian countries, and that it is
necessary to combat and defcat it, an inter-Scandinavian

Committee was founded for the purpose . of organising and
leading the. struggle against fascism in all four countries. Face
tory conunittees are to be set up in all factories in order. over
the heads ot the social democratic leaders, to establish the
united front from below and to organise the struggle against
fascism. In connection with this Conference a Swedish section
of the International Red Aid was founded, which issued an ape
peal calling upon the Swedish working class to come to the
‘aid of the numerous political refugees from Finland,

The conference was further fnstructed to organise special
delegations in the Scandinavian countries which shall proceed
to Finland in order as far as possible to establish connection
with the Finnish workers, but also in order to gain information
regarding the activity of the Fascists in Finland and afterwards
-to deliver reports on the same to the Dbroad masses in the
Scamdinavian countries.

As the second item on the agenda. the conference dealt
with the fight against imperialist war-preparations directed
against the Soviet Union and the carrving out of the Five-Year
Plan.

The Scandinavian-Finnish Anti-Fascist Conference was a
very promisiug commencement of a bread mass movemecnt
against fascism and the danger of imperialist war and furnishes
prooi of the growing influence of the Communist Parties among
the working masses of these countries.

THE WHITE TERROR

Protest Against the Arrest of Aladar
Tamae.

The “Union of Hungarian-Speaking Writers and Artists®
has lcarned with indigaation of the latest crime of the Hortlhiy«
Bethlen fascist dictatorship, of the arrest of Aladdr Tamads, the
editor of “100 Per Cent“, the only Marxist cultural organ in
Hungary.

The periodical “100 Per Cent” is the only press organ in
Hungary which, right from the first moment, bravely criticised
the cultural policy of the fascist dictatorship and also energeti-

.cally opposed and exposed the compromising, shamn proletarian,

degenerated petty bourgeois and worthless “workers’ cultural
activity” of the social democracy and its lackeys, Ludwig
Kassik and his consorts, who have been ordered to the
cultural front.

Therefore, the paper was for years a source of offence in

-the eyes of the police scoundrels of the fascist dictatorship;

therefore it was attacked and denounced by the social demo~

‘cratic party; therefore Ludwig Kassdk, the cultural provocateur
-and cultural prostitute of the social democracy, carried on the -

vilest incitement against the paper. .

e
But neither the prisons of the fascist dictatorship nor the
efforts and denunciations on the part of the traitors to prole=«

_tarian culture will be capable of stopping the spread of revo-

lutionary workers’ culture in Hungary. The arrest of Tamas
will also open the eyes of those workers and Left intellectuals
who have up to now given credence to the tricks and ugglings

~of social fascism on the front of proletarian culture”.

The coming proletarian revolution in Hungary will sweep
away with the rubbish not only the class which wishes to kill
free militant thought in Hungary, but also its allies, the denun«
ciatory social-fascist bandits of culture.

Revolutionary writers of all countries, protest! Release
the brave champion of revolutionary workers’ culture, Aladar

- Tamas, from prison!

The Union of Hungarlan-Speaking erters and Artists.

Paul Aczél, Johann Balogh, Alexander Barta, Ladislaus
F. Boross, Eugen Derkovits, Ladislaus Griffel, Iwan Gyon-
gyos, Johann Gyetvay. Paul Hajdu, Anton Hidas, B¢la
Iliés, Moses Kahdna, Friedrich Karikas, Alfred Kemcény,
Julie Kenyeres, Ludwig Kiss, Aladir Komjit, Charlotte
Linyi, Josef Lengyel, Zoltan Lippay, Johaun Mdcza, Emil
Madarisz. Johann Matheika, Andor Réz, Irene Réna, Jolin
Sziligyi, Viktor Téth, Bela Uitz, Elisabeth Ujvari, William
Weinberg, Mité Zalka.

[
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V. Comgress of the R.J. L. M.

On | the Opening of the 'v‘lcéngfe'és of the RI LJL

By A. Losovskly.

v

The following is from an article written by
Comrade Losovsky, and published in the Moscow
press, on the n of the opening of .the
V. Congress of the R.I.LL.U.. . Ed.

The Profintern Congress Is a Congress of self-criticism
and action. It is to be opened at an extremely complicated
and critical time. Events are maturing in -the world’s eco-
nomics and in the world’s politics which will set .the Com-
intern and the Profintern, and their sections, extremely diffi-
cult fighting tasks in the immediate future. The economic
‘crisis continues to advance with irrestible force; fresh millions
of unemployed will be thrown upon the streets. The struggle
for markets is assuming increasingly relemtless forms, arma-
ments are growing, a fresh and mighty wave of revolution
is rising in the most important colonies (China and India),
the working class of the capitalist countries is passing forward
to the counter offensive, and in the very weakest links of
the capitalist organism (Poland and Roumania) the economic
crisis is changing into a political crisis — the strongest
ramparts are being shaken — all over the world. At the
same time the Soviet Union’ continues its victorious advance,
despite all prophecies to the contrary, and awakens the envy
and hate of the whole capitalist social-Fascist world. -

Under such circumstances it will be the task of the Pro-
fintern Congress to bring the subjective factor as far as
possible to the level of the favourable objective conditions.
We are no Amsterdam International, and therefore we state
things as they are. In Julv of this year the assembled
Amsterdamers contrived simply to pass over the economic
crisis, the unemployment, the armament fever, and the
colonial revolution. The lackeys of capital assembled . in
Stockholmm did not venture to state the truth. Capitaltsm
today has so little resemblance to organised capitalism, and
the present crisis is such a glaring contradiction of all promises
‘and prognoses, that it is better to preserve silence on ‘the
subject. The Amsterdamer Congress ignored the most im-
portant questions, and concentrated its attention on the
question of the headquarters of its International Committee.
‘And here the imperialist contradictions in the Amsterdam
International became apparent, the antagonisms among the
victors and the vanquished of the great war. We shall have
.o imperialist differences; we shall not quarrel over the head-
-quarters of our_laternational — we are ready for these to be
‘in Berlin, Patis, London, or New York. At our Congress
-we shall discuss and struggle for the maintenance of a cor-
rect policy in the mass movement, for the taclics of the
-united front from below, for better means and methods of
_winning over the majority of the working class, for the
_iudependent leadership of the economic struggles. Every
gucstion of faterest to the delegates will be debated at our
Congress; we have nothing to hide. We do not suffer. from
the Amsterdam scli-satislaction and narrow-mindedness, and
shall .sul_’mit the Profintern and. its sections to severe
seli-criticism. We shall examine into every strike and every
campaign, and fearlessly expose our weak points — this is
why the Congress meets, to draw the balance of the past

“and to form a correct estimate of the present, in order that
the fighting methods for the future may be laid down. If this

is not customary in the Amsterdam International, so much the
worse for. it. ‘

Our Congress will have no connection with the League
of Nations and its iuternational bureau, and will therefore
say evgrythinz with regard to the war danger, the revo-
tutions in the colonial countries, and the attempts being made
by the capitalist countries to surround the Soviet Union. Our
Congress will not play hide and seek; it will state openly
exactly what it thinks on the “labour governments” aud their
criminal role in throttling the economic and political struggles
of the proletariat. ’ : ‘

Nor will the Profintern Congress resemble the Amsterdam

ress in its commosition. At Stockholm a part of Furope

-force for this purpose, including social democracy.

was represented, at our Congress every coatinent, every
country and race. Delegates have already arrived from
Australia, China, Japan, the Phillippines, Corea, Indo-China,
India, Egypt. England, the United States, Argentina, Brazil,
Uruguay, Paraguay, Chili, Peru, Ecuador, Mexico,. temala,
Honduras, Salvador, Cuba, New Zealand, South Airica, Nigena,
Cameroon, Gambia usw. When we add the delegates of all
the countries of Europe, is will be seen that this time it is a
real Imternatienal, not a European trust for the defence of
capitalism, for combating the rising revelution. It is clear to
every delegate, from whatever quarter of the globe he may
come, that the working class is faced with rnthless class
struggles; and from this standpoint we shall discuss and deal
with every question. .

Closer to the masses by means of the united front from
below, combat against Right opportunism and “Left” secta-
rianism, actual leadership of the economic mass struggles of
the proletariat, aid for the weakest groups of the world prole-
tatiat, closer contact of the colonial slaves with the working
class of the capitalist countries and with the proletariat of the
Soviet Union—these are the tasks of the V. Congress of the
RILU. The ten years of struggle and experience behind the
Profintern are the guarantee that the Congress will. fulfil these
tasks, and will be the real leader pointing out the way in
the winning over of the majority of the working class, the
overthrow of capital, and the establishment of the dictatorship
of the proletariat. S - R .

Opening of the Congress of the R.LL. UL
Moscow, 16th August 1930.
The V. Congress of the RILU. was opened in the great
"hall of the trade union buildings, in the presence of the re-
presentatives of 55 countries,” The General Secretary of the
RILU., Comrade Losovsky, held the opening speech, stating
inter alia: . o
Today the RILU. meets under diificult international con-
ditions. Ten years ago, whea the Foundation stone of the
-RILU. was laid, the capitalist world was just passing from
a period of artifical post-war. prosperity into one of severest
economic crisis. For a whole decade capitalism has been
endeavouring to overcome this crists, and has mobilised every
But when
we draw the balance of the last decade, we see the capitalist
world still shaken by the convulsions of the ecohomic crisis.
All the strivings of the bourgeoisie and of socfal democracy.
all their talk about organised capitalism and American pro-
sperity, have been in vain. The prognosis advanced by us
ten years ago has proved right, Capitalism has developed oa
a downward curve,. as proved by the. extremely severe eco-
nomic crisis of the moment. When the RILU. came into being.
international reformism occupied a fairly powerful position in
the working class of the capitalist countries. At that time the
Anmsterdam International counted 20 willion members. And
what do we see today? International reformism fs forced to
admit a consikderably thinning of its ranks. ) ) :

At that time the International of the reformists, according
to their official &igures, had 24 million members; now there arc
only 13 million left, and of these a considerable part are adhbe-
rents of the RILU. — the revolutionary trade uniop oppositions
in the reformists unions. During this time the RILU., ia spite
oi the loss of the Italian and Spanish Labour Federasions, has
swelled ¢0 a powerful world organisation. The growth angd
strengthening of the RILU. has been accompanied in this decade
by the advancement of the first country of the proletarian
dictatorship, the Soviet Uunion, in which the RILU. first came
into being. In the course of these ten years the SU. has proved
to the whole world what the proletariat is capable of accom-

“pslishing when it develops its créative energy and creative

power, It has accomplished this at a 4me when sociat ‘demc-
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Gracy has possessed governmental power in many countries
of Europe, but has led the working class to disastrous defeat,
and thereby prepared the way for the Fascist dictatorship, In
the courss of these years international reformism has supported
capitalism, whilst we have destroyed it.

Our movement still possesses many defects and weak-
hesses, and these we shall subject to searching seH-criticism
at our Congress. With the aid of seli-criticism we can forge
a powertl weapon with which to combat capitalism. The
central question at this Congress is indubitably the organi-
sation of the economic struggles of the proletariat. This
‘Question was already raised at the IV, Congress of the RILU.,
at the time when we issued the slogan of the independent
Leadership of the economic struggles,

Our International is really international. PBvery worker
and peasant, wherever he may take up the struggle — whether
in China, India, or in the Philippines — and whatever the colour
of his skin, is our ally and our brother, and we shali fight with
him and for his interests. (Enthusiastic applause.)

) After Comrade Losowsky’s opening speech, a Presidium of
41 persons and a Secretariat of 10 were elected.

The V. Congress of the RILU. was greeted by Comrade
Kuusinen as representative of the ECCI.,, Comrade Clares for
Latin America, Comrade Gardi from the Pacific Secretariat,
and Comrade Nossov on behal of the Moscow trade unions.
The Congress was further greeted by various workers dele-

gations of the Soviet Union.

‘Report of Comrade Losovsky,

The second session took place on 16tk August. Numerous

workers’ representatives from various parts of the Soviet:

Union greeted the Congress. The Congress then passed on to
the Ist point of the agenda: “The report of the Executlve
Bureau and the tasks of the internationa] revolationary trade
union movement, Comrade Losovsky, received with tumultous
applause and the singing of the “International”, gave his report.

. The speaker analysed the crisis now convulsing the capie
talist world. This crisis is one of over-production. It has arisen
out of the disparity between the steady increase of the possi-
bilities of production on the one hand and the limitations put
on the markets by the impoverishment of the masses and the
insurrections in the colonies oa the other. The speaker des-
cribed the symptoms of the present crisis, the decline of pro-
duction, the closing down of undertakings, the increasing uns
employment, the prohibitive tariffs. the imperialists conflicts for
the markets, the growing want and misery of the working
class. etc. In the capitalist countries the standard of living of
the workers sinks steadily. All capitalist, colonial, and sem!-
colonial countries are affected by unemployment. It is clear
that either the proletariat of the capitalist countries must help
the working class of the colonies, or the colonial coolie wil
press the standard of living of the workers in the capitadist
Countries even lower. o

Comrade Losovsky further analysed the réle played by
International reformism as agent in the service of capital, and
exposed the true countenance of the so-called Left wing of the
Amsterdam International in the persons of its leaders.

The situation in the capitalist countries must be compared
Wwith that in the Soviet Union, Here the crisis, there advance.
In the Soviet Union not only the working class is enjoying the
benefit of the .economic prosperity, but the collective movement
enables the broad masses of the peasantry to have their share,
Before the revolution the workers of Russia, and especialy the
beasants, never satisfied their hunger. Were the quantities of
industrial and agricultural products produced by the Soviet
State to be produced in a capitalist country, the shops i such
&reat, towns as Moscow weuld be overfilled with goods, but

':gemworkers’ districts and the villages would see nothing of
em. S '

Comrade Losovsky. concluded his report in the forenoen
S0sslon of the Congress on 17th August. He first spoke of the
economic. struggles of the nroletariat.  In the period following
the IV, Coporess of the RU ' the working class. confronted
b bourgeoisie -in every strike and economic conlict, -One

- W TR R TeEm T o

" of the most eHectual weapons against the
ur -Government*,
fighting situation, greatly
a Pressly. poiitical character on all strike
-» that the Sections of the
leadership of the economic

to guide the

N

proletariat is the
The ‘world crisis has created a new
intensifying it, and stamping an ex-
struggles. It is truc
RILU. bave at once taken up the
struggles, and bave often been able

movement and carry it on to the end, and it is

line in theory and failure to apply this line in practice, con-
fusion in regard to the employers and an incapacity to organise
negotiations competently. The cconomic struggle merges into

the political. Under

present conditions there are non pureiy

economic strikes. To revolutionise the strike movement means
making clear to the strikers the connection between their

economic demands and the whole

tatorship, to expose

system of the bourgcois dic-
th role of social fascism, and to convert

every proletarian into a class conscious fighter for the work:ng

class.

Comrade Losovsky further dealt with the Right and

deviations and the ne
of the RILU.

must utilise every fizhting trend in the
against social fascism,
cluding the non-party,

lics. The united fron

He then
of the RILU. Above all

“Leit”
cessity of combating these in the Sections

s for better conditions and higher wages,
workers, must figi.t
must gather around it all workers, ine
the social democrats, the Roman Cathe-
t is our fighting method. The united front

dra\_vs the backward workers into our ranks, it fights ruthlessly
against social democracy, against compromises with the re-

formist leaders. The

German trade union opposition has found

the right way in organising trade union opposition groups in

‘the works and factories.
followed in other countries,
the interests of the unorganis

are no revolutionary
induced to join the r
opposition in these.

This is an example which should be
We must take energetic steps in
. In those places where there
trade uuions, the unorganised must be
cformist unions, that they may swell the
In countries where there is a poweriul

trade union opposition, such as Germany, the slogan of “Join
the reformist trade unions™ must be replaced by “Join the trade

union opposition”,
the boundaries of the
solidation of internati
fraternities must be
striking workers of

The growth of the class struggle beyoud

countries raises the question of the con-
onai solidarity. Frontier committees and
founded, and the active support of the

other countries must be organised. This
applies especially to the

workers of the mother countries, The

Sections of the RILU., nust insist unceasingly on the connec-
tions between the struggle of the peasants in_the colonies and
that of the peasants In the mother countries. The slogan of the

“independence of the
fighting slogans. In
the war preparations
is set the task
defence of the
attention of the

colonies™

of organising
Soviet Union
workers is concentrated. Upon the efficiency

must be made one of our leading
the growing war danger, and of
the Soviet Union, the proletariat
the struggle against war. The
is the centre upon which tie

view of
against

with which we organise this war against war depends whether

the imperialists
‘workers’ revolution,

will succeed or fail in their

aim of crushing the

*

At the evening session speeches were delivered by Com-

rade Heckert on the

tasks of the trade unions in the period of

‘the growing revolutionary situation, by Comrade Tormossova
‘on the participation of women in the revolutionary trade union

_organisations and in
.Rschal on work amon

the revolutionary struggle, by Comrade
g the youth, and by Comrade Ford on the

Rosition of the Negroes in different parts of the world. The
Congress then elected committees to deal with the Japanese,

Lhinese, British, Spa

dnsurance questions, -

nish, Czechoslovakian, Negro, and social
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Comrade Tormossovas Report.
Moscow, 18th August, 1930.

It is characteristic of the strike movement of recent years
that is has been participated in with great activity and heroism
by the working women. This is caused in the first place by
the employment of. fresh millions of women as cheap Jlabour
in process of production and in the second place by
capitalist rationalisation and the crisis which so parhcqlgry
affects the army of women workers. There are about 20 million
women industrial workers all over the world. The total number
of women. wage-earnars, not including women agricu!tural
workers, is stated by the Geneva Labour Office to be 50 million.
From year (. year this army of women workers grows. In
France, before the war, the share of production falling ”t/o the
women workers was 20%, but now this figure is 40%. In
Czechoslovakia the number of women workers doubled bet-
ween 1921 and 1929. We see the same development in all the
other capitalist countries.

The deficient organisations possessed by the women
workers are entirely inconsistent with the role playcd. _by
women in the process of production, and with their activities
in the strike movement. We have not yet learnt to anchor the
activities of the women workers securely by means of organi-
sation; our organisational work among the women is still very
imperfect. )

Comrade Tormossova compared the economic position of
women in the capitalist countries with that in the Soviet Union
(equal political rights with men, equal pay. vocational conti-
nuation schpols, four months leave for coniinement, etc.) The
speaker then described the tasks of the revolutionary trade
union movment with regard to work among women. The
broad masses of working women must be brought into the
revolutionary movement; they must be organised, and the best
workers among them must be trained for leading positions.
The main centre of work among women workers is the
factories and workshops. Here committees of women workers
must be formed, and the women gathered around these. The
millions of women werkers in town and country must be won
over for our struggle, for the communist revolution. There can
be no true mass movement without the women. Today, on the
eve of the decisive struggle of the proletariat, we recall these
words of Lenin with special emphasis.

Comrade Ford’s Report.

Comrade Ford, reporting for the International Trade
Union Commiittee of the Negroes, first described the situation
oi the Negroes in the different parts of the world, and the
irightiul exploitation of the Negroes by the imperialist Powers.
The insurrections which have taken place of late years in
various quarters of the globe show the progressing revolu-
tionising of the Negro masses. In 1928 there was a rising in
French Equatorial Africa. Lately there were insurrections in
South Africa and Nigera, where the “Labour Government”
headed by MacDonald caused hundreds of women marching
at the head of the insurgent Negro masses to be shot down. In
the USA. the lynching of Negroes is a daily occurrence. The
USA. government sends to the electric chair without ceremony,
those Negroes who carry on revolutionary work among the
Negro workers. ’

Of late years the movement among the Negroes has made
great progress, especially since the founding—in accordance
with the decision of the Executive Bureau of the RILU.,—of the
International Trade Union Committee of the Negroes. In
August 1929 a special Negro Seamen's Conference was held
in Vladivostock. This year an International Negro Workers'
C()nfe[elvce was organised, attended by 17 representatives of
the USA., the Gold Coast, Gambia, Nigeria. and South Africa.
The repressive measures taken by the imperialist Powers
prevented many delegates from appearing. Owing to inex-
perience, the preparatory work for this Conference was
madeguate. 1t dealt with the question of the struggle against
capitalist rationalisation, and especially with the struggle
agamst war danger. The Conierence stressed the experience
gained in the great war, in which the Negro workers and
peasants served as cannon fodder . . . The International Negro
Committee has done excellent work. Numerous pamphlets,
appeals, and leaflets have been distributed among the Negro
workers. ‘The guestion of the right of seli determination of the
" Nor Nwing:in the Southern States of the USA. has been

ress in i. )
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PROLETARIAN YOUTH MOVEMENT |

All Out for the XVL International Day of
. Struggle of the Working Youth!
" The E.C. of tho Y. C. I has issued the following

Appeal to the Young Workers in Tewn and
Country: o

For the 16th time the day is approaching on which.the
revolutionary young workers of all countries join together in
great demonstrations of struggle against imperialist war and
the shameful betrayal of the Il Iuternational.

. Today—12 ycars after the close of the 4-year robber war
—the capitalist world finds itself again immersed in a far
reaching crisis. The wave of rationalisation and the huge
increase of unemployment bring with them renewed poverty
and exploitation for the whole working class and the youth.
With the aid of social democracy the bourgeoisie is attempting
to throw all the consequences of the crisis onto the shoulders
of the working class. Shockingly long working hours and
starvation wages. robbery of the last penny of the young
unemployed—this is the way it is trying to escape the crisis.
Increased deprivation of political rights and growing" fascist
terror are the means adopted to break down resistance of the
working class. ' : :

-The armaments and preparations for war have reached
gigantic dimensions. You are being threatened with the danger
of new imperialist wars which the capitalist robbers are setting
ablaze everywhere in’ their search for new sources of proiit
;il!d for the [domination of the colonial and semi-colonial coun-
ries.

The heroic revolution .of the Chinese workers and
peasants, the mighty struggle of liberation of the oppressed
peoples in India and Indo-China are bound to be put down. with
blood and steel by the armmed troops of MacDonald and the
other greedy imperialists. More und more tightly is' the war
ring being drawn by the world imperialists around the first
workers’ state, the Soviet Union, where the working class,
freec from the yoke of capitalism, is going ahead at a sformy
pace to build up a new world, the world of Socialism.

. But under the blows of capitalist exploitation, militarism
and fascism, millions .of oppressed workers in all countries
have awakened and joined in the struggle. Big economic
struggles and strikes, clashes and uprising, the victorious
events of the Red Army in China, the courageous participation
of the youth in all these struggles and their own youth strikes
witness the new advance of the revolutionary movement.

Young Workers! C :

In the factory, where you all are subjected to the same
slave driving and exploitation regardless of the organisation to
which you may belong, set up the proletarian united front for a
common struggle for your elementary demands! Young
workers in the social-democratic, Christian and national organi-
sations, break with your leaders who deliver you into the hands
of capitalist rationalisation and exploitation, join the ranks of
the young proletariat in the class struggle!

Young Workers in the factories and unemployed Youth!
Struggle in the united front for work and bread and against
mass dismissals!

Soldiers! Establish contact with the revolutionary prole
tariat! Do not fire on your struggling brothers, the Chinese
and Indian workers and peasants, but struggle at their side!

Young Workers! Prevent the transportation of munitions
and arms to be used against the rebelling workers and peasants
in China, India and Indo-China! Use yvour readines for prole-
tarian struggle and your spirit of sacrifice to follow the banner
and the slogans of Liebknecht and Lenin! Join the ranks of the
Young Communist International which alone is struggling for
all yonr vital interests under the leadcrship of the Communist
Iternational — your place is here! The Soviet Uinion, the dictatore
ship of the proletariat. shows you by its tremendous success
the road to liberation from the capitalist crisis and poverty!

- On September 7, XVI. International -Youth Day, demos
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strate in the streets under the banner which has been tested in
the struggle, the banner of the Young Communist International:

For the defence of the Soviet Union! :

Against the intervention of the imperialists, and for the
victory of the Chinese Revolution!

Against war preparation and the imperialist war danger!

Against deprivation of political and economic rights, against
exploitation and for the improvement of the conditions of the
working youth!

Against Fascism and Social Fascism! Against the mili-
tarisation of the working Youth!

For proletarian defence and fraternisation between the
workers and soldiers! .

For the victory of the world revolution!

Executive Committee of the Young Communist International.

[ BOOK REVIEWS

Dictatorship in Yugoslavia.
: By Erich Richter, Berlin.

The League of “Free Balkans” in Berlin, an organisation
of progressive Qerman intellectuals who have made it their
task to support the emancipation struggle of the people in the
Balkans, have just published a book entitled: “Dictatorship in
Yugoslavia”, consisting of a collection of documents on the
terrorist methods of the Yugoslavian dictatorship in the eighteen
months of its existence. This book is the first work in book
form describing the white terror i present-day Yugoslavia,
and brings a fearful indictment against the bloodiest and most
cruel dictatorship in Burope.

The book contains a preface by Henri Barbusse, which'is

followed by a lengthy political introduction by the Lcague of
“Free Balkans”,

The first chapter describes the murder of the leaders of
the Croat pcasantry, Stjepan and Pavle Raditsch and Gijuro
Bassarltcbek, in the Belgrade Parliament and reprints the histo-
rical memorandum of the leaders of the Croat peasant party
dated 4th December, 1928, in which it is proved on the basis
of irrefutable facts that this triple murder had been prepared
iong beforehand and was carricd out on the orders of the
royal court: “. .. The late Sticpan Raditsch, in his protocol,
accuses the Court Minister Dragomir Jankovitch of complicity
in the crime.of 20th Junc, as the- murderer, Ratchitch, had
been in the royal palace, where he had a long Conference with
the Minister Dragomir Jankovitsch, immediately before the
commission of the crime.” )

In the next chapter, the German journalist, Paul Brand,
who has visited Yugoslavia, describes the way in which the
press is gagged by the authorities. All revolutionary workers’
newspapers, all organs of the red trade unions and of the
national revolutionary organisations have been suppressed amnd
their editors arrested and imprisoned. But the bourgeois press
is also persecuted by the police, and every free expression of
opinion -is prohibited: *“. . . According to the law there exists
no preliminary ccnsorship. In practice, however, it is in fu'l
swing. The proof shects of the newspapers are brought to
the police before the paper is printed. The police censor the
sheets and order what articles must not appear. On the orders
of the police, however, the blank spaces must be filled with
other articles so that the public shall not notice that anything
has been censored. Still more characteristic is the fact that
the police prosecute the ecditor on account of those articles
which have not been allowed to appear, which have not been
printed and which nobody has read.”

Statistics are given regarding the political murders com-
mitted by the police and gendarmeric. The figure 77 given as
the number of musrders. committed under the dictatorship is
.no lopger correct: during the printing of the book the number
has increased to 80.

The book gives a full account of the murder cof (jjurq
Djakovitch, the secretary of the Communist Party of Yugo-
slavia, and of Nikola Hetchimovitch, the secretary of the
Yugoslavian Red Aid. A coroner's  report, a facsimile  of
which ‘is given ia the appendix, proves beyond doubt that

the statement pf the potice, according to which Djakovitch
and Hetchimovitch were “shot while trving to escape” is a
contemptible lie” . . .,

Letters from prisoners describe the terrible situation of
the_political prisoners. A prisoner in the police prison in
988!8'( described the murder of the Young Communist Hauk:
. .« Hauck was tortured on the 28th oj Angust. After the
torgu.res he was placed in the cell formerly occupied by the
political prisoners Ssimitch, Korsky and Frledmann. These
three saw him: his face was covered with blood and he wus
probably unconscious, as he was led by two police agents.
On the following day, at § o'clock in the afternoon, a prisoncr
named Jelavitch was brought before the chief of police
Dr. Massovitch. To the question of a police agent, what
should be done with Hauk, Dr. Massovitch answered: “Bring
him into my room — you kmow what you have to do with
him!” A few minutes afterwards Benjaminovitch, a police
agent, rushed excitedly ipto the examination room and cried:
“Hauk has jumped out of the window!” — Hauk was fettered,
al!d tl]ere were with him in the room, in additiou to Benja-
minovitch, the police agents Banatz, Tchabritch, Wuijitch and
Kalitch. These are the facts regarding the alleged ‘“‘suicide!"
A few months later the murderer Benjaminovitch was deco-
rated with the Golden Cross for the services he had rendered
the royal family.

A police officer from Veliki. Betchkerck describes the
tortures of arrested Communists, in .which he hLimself per-
sonally took part on the orders of his superiors; a Croat
peasant describes the terror in the village. Letters from the
[{ohce prison in Zagreb contain reports on the torture of
.'(.roat nationalists: *. . . Javer was castrated in prison: heavy
Iron weights and bricks were hung on to his testicles unti
the blood vessels were torn asunder . . . Koptchinovitch had
his ribs crushed in, causing serious and incurable injuries to
both lungs. .

A series of further chapters contain revelations regarding
-the secretly held trials of Communists and national revo-
lutionaries by the Belgrade Spccial Tribunal: the monster
trials in Nisch, Kumanova and Belgrade, the trial of the Croat
lawyer and former deputy of the Croat peasant party
Dr. Schanitch, and further. the trial of the leader of the Croat
peasant party, Dr. Viadimir Matchek, and comrades, the only
trial to which the world press paid any attention.

A letter from the Mitrovitza prison describes the treat<
ment of political prisoners after they have bcen sentenced.
This treatment difiers in no way from the treatment meted
out in the palice prisons. Iu Mitrovitza two Commuuists,
Rajitch and Stejitch, who have been sentcnced to long years
of imprisonment, became insane already in 1925,

The statistics of the sentences: 319 perso:s condemned,
three to death, one to lifelong imprisonment and the others (o
a total of 1201 years of imprisonment have long since been
surpassed. o .

The last chapters contain descriptions of the torture in
the Belgrade police prison of a Lettish tourist who was sus-
pected of being a “Soviet agent” and the cruel.treatment of
the German woman writer Isolde Reiter. ‘

* *
£3

{n this hell of blood and terror there is only one party
which is continuing its fight., courageously and detcrminedly
in spite of serious sacrifices, up to the final emancipation of
all the oppressed and euslaved. This party is the Communist
‘Party of Yugoslavia. The heroic fight of the Yugoslavian
workers and peasants, unparalleled in the history of the
labour movement, must receive much more support thin
liitherto from the international proletariat, .

The Communist Oreschkovitch, who was condemned on
6th of March 1930 to five vears' imprisonment, stated in his
final words before the Belgrade Special Tribunal: *1 shall
move from the great prison, known as Yugoslavia. in whiclt
millions of workers and peasants are imprisoned. into a
‘'smaller prison, that of Mitrovitza. from which 1 shall be freed
by the victorious revolution of the workers and peasants.”

It is the duty of the workers of all countries to do every-
thing in order that the release of the millions of slaves in the

-gteat prison of Yugosiavia shall become an accomplished fact

in the near future. .
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XVI. Zarty Congress of the tﬁ.ﬂ’,:ﬂ.il. |
The Collective Farming Movement and the Progress
of Agriculture. .
Comrade J. A. Yakovlev’s Report

‘(Conclusion)

III. The New Tasks in the Develooment of the
Acriculture of the Soviet Union.

I now come to the practical part of my report. .

The enormous possibilities of development of our agri-
culture, as shown by the results of this year's spring campaign,
confront us with the question: What new tasks can we set
ourselves in the field of our agricultural development, in the
advancement of the Soviet and collective farms, and in_ the
introduction of the latest technics into agricultural production?

1. The Necessity of a Thorough Reconsideration of the Plan of
Agricultural Development.

The last Five-Year Plan gives us little material for the
fulfilment of this task because, as we have seen from Comrade
Stalin’s report, we have already gone beyond the programme
of collectivisation contained in it. )

The other plans hitherto advanced, both the Five-Year
Plan and the original draft of the general plan, cannot be
used as material, for they have been in no respect plans for
the reconstruction of agriculture. . .

I cite a few examples out of former plans for the develop-
ment of agriculture.

The first Five-Year Plan, drafted by the Agricultural

Planning Department of the People’s Commissariat for the
agriculture of the R.S.F.S.R. The chief authors were
Kondratyev and Makarov. This Five-Year Plan was based
on an “analysis of the tendencies of the actual elementary
development of agriculture” *?). It was founded on the assump-
tion that in the Union the same tendencies would arise as
those characterising the development of agriculture in Russia
beiore the revolution. :

The following facts show how “brilliant” this method
was. The Plan “assumed” a sown area of 101 million hectares
for 1928/29, whilst in that year we attained, in spite of the
extremely small production achieved by the majority of the
small aud dwarf peasant farms, a sown area of 120 million
hectares. This plan *“‘assumed” that in the term of five years
our agriculture would require machinery to the value of 183
million roubles, whilst the actual value turned out to be
740 million.

- The second “Five-Year Plan” was drawn up under the
guidance of the Agricultural Department of the State Planning
Commission, and was issued in 1927. As its authors, Oganovsky
and Vischnevsky, declared, this was based on the former
development of agriculture. The philosophy of this Plan was
reduced to the following formula: Rather pre-suppose than
foresee. In order to show the extent to which this pre-
supposing has proved right, one figure may be cited; This
Plan “pre-supposed” for 1930/31 a sown area of 119 million
hectares. But the Soviet Union took no notice of the “pre-
suppositions” of the authors of this Plan ., . . and attained a
imw?t ar;ea of 129 million hectares by 1929/30. (General
aughter. :

The third document: The draft of a general Plan for the
development of agricultural production, drawn up by the Sub-
commission of the State Planning Commission in 1928. This
draft deserves our attention, although it was not controlled by
the State Planning Commission and ‘was not given official
approval, so far as it shows the type of agricultural develop-
‘ment which our bourgeois experts would like our land to take.
This draft assumes that by 1940 we shall be planting 1,6 millon

-~ ") “The Bases of the Perspective Plan for the Develop-
nent of Agriculture and Forestry”. Published by “The New
Village®, 1924, page 5. o o

hectares with cotton. But in actual fact we have already this
year exceeded this amount by 267,000 hectares. (Laughter,
Applause.) By 1940 sugar beet planting was to cover
1,2 million hectares, but this year it already covers 1,114
millions, The draft drawn up by this Sub-Commission assumes
that by 1940 our tractors will attain to 1,25 million horse
power, but to-day the figure of one million horse powers, in
round figures, has already been reached. The area of the
Soviet farms was to be increased to 1,5 million hectares, and
this year the area is already 3,8 millions. It may be observed
in conclusion that this draft envisaged an increase of the indi-
vidual peasant farms to 31 millions: If everything grows, then
it must be assumed that the number of individual peasant
farms will grow too. (General laughter.)

It should be remembered that all these figures were
planned for 1940.

If we are finding it difficult to supply our cities even at
the present tempo of development of agricultural production,
we may imagine the condition our country would have been
in had the development of agriculture kept strictly to the

" “pre-suppositions” of the above-mentioned Five-Year Plan and

of the drafts of the Planned Economy Commission.

Another item must be mentioned in order to characterise
the bourgeois idea of the development of our agricultural
production. As late as the summer of 1 the representative
of the People’s Commissariat for the Agriculture of the
R.S.F.S. R, during the discussion with the representatives
of the Supreme National Ecconomic Council with respect to
the supplying of agriculture with maschinery, declared that
the sum ot 300 million roubles planned for the last year of
the new (new!) Five-Year Plan was exaggerated. He pro-
posed a reduction to 250 million roubles, substantiating this
as follows:

"Phe 7% of the market production of agriculture
mentioned here by the speaker delivering the report are
needed by the peasantry for the purchase of equipment
only in the period of restoration, which can now be
regarded as ended. In the coming period it will mot be
possible to maintain this percentage. We must take as a
basis the percentage obtaining before the revolution,
raising this somewhat, at most by 5 to 6%. Taking
further into account the factory prices plus the administra-
tive and other costs, we may expect the programme of
agricultural machine supplies to reach a maximum value
of 230 to 250 million roubles in place of the 300 million

 roubles envisaged in the report.”

(“The perspectives of the five years of development of
agricultural machine building in the Soviet Union™. Material
compiled by commissars of the machine building convention,
12th to 15th July 1928. pp. 17—18.)

And finally the last comparison—with the Five-Year Plan
officially accepted by us. This Five-Year Plan differs from the
earlier drafts in being a programme of economic reconstruc-
tion. The tasks which it sets in the sphere of reconstruction
have, however, already been accomplished, or are on the eve
of accomplishment. The programme of collective farming
development has heen surpassed in. these two years, and in the
thitd year of the Five-Year Plan the programme,of the Soyiet
farms will be considerably more than fuliilled..s . . . .,

In all this we see the.reason why the Central Committee
of the Party, in the theses on my report, proposes:

: “A thorough reconsideration of the Five-Year Pilan
for the development of agriculture, the starting ‘point -being
the tempo of -collectivisation laid down in the decision of
the Central Committee on 5th January, and fully confirmed
by experience.” A
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What are the decisive tasks which we must set ourselves,
and accomplish, in the remaining years of the Five-Year
Plan? These tasks have been formulated as follows in Com-
rade Stalin's report:

1. *“The problem of securing progress in the sphere gf
technical plants.” .

2. . . . the problem of improving livestock-breeding and
solving the meat question . ..”

3. “. .. the problem of the fir-* ~~Intion of the question
of grain economics.” **)

2. The Development of Livestock Breeding on the Basis of
Collective and Soviet farming.

I begin with the livestock question, inasmuch as here we
start from the most unfavourable point, and the solution of
this problem is relatively the most diificult.

Between March 1929 and March 1930 our livestock
diminished in numbers to a considerable extent, calculated as
follows by the statistic department of the State Planned
Economy Commission: The number of horned cattle has
declined by one fifth, of cows by one eighth, of sheep by one
third, and of pigs by two f{ifths.

The key to the solution of the problem of the promotion
of livestock breeding lies in the realisation that the decisive
cause of these unsatisfactory conditions is the same uncertainty
and economic unreliability of the small farm, with its small
market production, in the field of livestock breeding, which
brought about the backwardness of our grain supplying
capacity some time ago'). The essential solution of the meat
problem is to be found, as stated in the theses of the C.C. on
my report, “more than anywhere else in the organisation of
special Soviet farms for livestock breeding, analogous to those
for grain growing, and in the creation of collective dairies
producing large quantities for the market”. It need not be said
that before we proceed to practical work, we must reply to
the following questions on the part oi the Soviet and collective
farms, and of the whole Union:

1. Upon what kinds of animals must we concentrate our
attention, in order to attain in this present year a maximum
of useful efiect, and to ensure the final solution of the livestock
question by the end of the Five Years.

2. What measures are necessary for the creation of the
fodder basis required.

Investigation has shown that the pig will help us most
rapidly to the solution of the meat problem. The pig has two
extremely useful properties, which must be clear to the
whole Party and to the whole country. The pig can be reared
for killing more quickly than any other of our livestock, and
yields more meat per fodder unit than horned cattle. These
two advantages secure the first place for the pig.

Pigs of English breed, and crosses between these breeds
and the Russian land pig (I stress the fact that these cross-
bred animals share these qualities), have been shown by the
data issued by the Livestock Breeding Institute of the Agri-
cultural Commissariat of the Soviet Union to yield a quantity
of meat within 14 months, given proper feeding, equal to that
of four oxen (up to 54 poods), whilst only 40 poods are gained
in the same time by horned cattle. At the same time. one
kilogram of pork is the result of five kgs of food (calculated
in grain), whilst this weight of beef means 15 kgs of fodder.

ence the conclusion: During the next few years our main
meat producer must be the pig. To this we, and the Soviet
and collective farms, must devote our chief attention, and on
this the means expended for livestock rearing must be concen-
trated. Hence the tasks set the pig-breeding trust by the
Central Committee in the theses on my report: In 1930/31
400,000 pigs for the market, in 1931/32 at least three millions,
and in 1932/33 no less than seven millions.

From this there also proceed the measures to be taken by

e collective farms for developing the reserves of female
cattle, both for the socialised sector of agriculture and for the
bersonal benefit of the collective farmers.

: e importance of these measures becomes even clearer
When we remember that in the economic year 1932/33 the
’lx'bfeeding trust, in accordance with the programme laid

‘by the theses, will bave.to supply one and a half times
:}' ﬁ,e_aort of the C.C. at the Party Congress.

i

3

——— A

-as much meat as that supplied by the Trade Commissariat in
1928/29 (7' million hundredweights of market production on the
part of the trust as compared with the 4,6 million cwts forming
the total amount of meat supplied by the trade commissariat).

The task is not easy. We shall accomplish it if we avoid
the two “deviations™ here possible. The first deviation consists
of the erection of buildings for pig breeding purposes which
we can very well do without. This is an enxtravagance,
since it is obvious that we must contrive to manage with an
absolute minimum of building material, and chiefly with that
at the disposal of the authorities.

This danger has been experienced in industry at times.
You remember the way in which the power station at Scha-
tura was built: Walls which will outlast by decades the
power station itseli.

) ’!’here can be no doubt that we are in danger of erecting
buildings for the pigs which they do not actually need. In
this respect the Workers and Peasants Inspection will doubt-
lessly help us by opposing the expenditure of largzer sums than
necessary for buildings.

The second deviation consists of the idea that the pig
lives on and sleeps in dirt, and requires nothing more, where-
as as a matter of fact the breeding of seven million pigs for
the market by the trust in the last year of the Five-Year
Plan means, calculated in grain, that we shall have to pro-
vide 200 million poods of fodder (apart from the food for the
pigs reared by the collectivised pig breeding establisiimenis).

These figures enable us to realise the size of the “fac-
tory* resolved upon by the Central Committee. We see that
the task here involved is no less than the mighty task of
organising Soviet grain farms, already accomplished.

The second factory is chiefly a milk factory, and is
represented by the cow. Whilst with respect to the pig the
chief task consists of increasing our stock of animals, and
of attaining a maximum of market production per unit of
fodder, in the case of the cow the task is somewhat different.

What.is the question here? In order that the cow supplies
the present quantity of milk (approximately 1000 litres year-
ly), 1700 fodder units (calculated in grain) are required. But
if the cow is to be made to supply double this amount of
milk, it is only necessary to increase the amount of fodder
by 30 per cent (not by 100 per cent, as might appear at first
glance). In order that the cow supplies three times the
amount of milk, it is only necessary to increase the amount
of food by 60 to 65 per cent.

We find all this in the elementary text-books. Perhaps
it is not worth while to speak of such elementary matters
at the Party Congress of the C.P.S.U. It is by no means
my task to popularise the agronomy or science of livestock
breeding, but to make of these platitudes a weapon helping
the Party in its practical work, and enabling our milk con-
sumption to be thereby at least doubled by the end of the
Five-Year Plan.

This is no flight of imagination. Let us look back to the
end of 1928 At that time the measures proposed by the
Peasants’ and Workers’ Inspection appeared fantastic to many
—measitres claiming to increase the yield per unit of land by
30 to 35 per cent by the end of the Five-Year Plan, But whe:x
the Party made all those measures the possession of the
broad masses, and these measures, whose fulfilment was to
demand decades according to the estimate of the agronomists,
were carried out straight away by the peasant farms after
their collectivisation, then we were able to accomplish the
task of increasing our crops on the scale prescribed by the
decision of the Central Committee on the report of the Work-
ers’ and Peasants’ Inspection. .

An analogous task now confronts us in the field of live-
stock breeding. There can be no doubt that we can set
ourselves such an apparently fantastic task as the doubling
of our meat and milk consumption, and can fulfil this task,
if we place our hands on the right levers, above all on thc
development of the Soviet and collective farms, and mani-
puiate these levers in the right Bolshevist way. At the
present time such levers are the development of livestock
breeding and the improved ieeding of the cows.

That this is net merely an invention of ours, that it is not
only an idea thought out at the writing table, and that it is
precisely here that the solution of the livestock breeding

problem is to be found. is proved by developments in this

direction in the United States, where the numbers of horned
cattle have diminished during the last decade, where the
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milk yield has increased without any increase in the number
of milk cows, where the number of pigs reared - fluctuates
greatly (up to one third between 1920 and 1926), and yet
the consumption of ifats and meat per head increases. This
process develops in a perfectly elementary manner in America.

What is taking place in America as an elementary process
must be consciously organised and realised by us with the aid
of the Soviet and collective farms. This is the essential factor
of the livestock problem.

3. The Organisation of a Fodder Base.

From what we have already said it is obvious that we
shall not be able to solve the livestock problem without creat-
ing an efficient fodder base. What are our resources in this
direction at the present time?

The situation is not exactly splendid. Whilst in the United
States over 61 per cent of the total cultivated area falls to
fodder plants (not including the pastures, grass sown meadowg
etc.). in our country only 30 per cent of the cultivated area is
used for growing fodder. This fact sets the leading task for
the next few years: the creation of a suitable fodder base for
livestock breeding, by means of increasing the area under
fodder cultivation, and by means of improving the pastures
and meadows. .

What is our programme for the organisation of a fodder
basis for socialised livestock breeding?

It is very easy to say: Let us double our milk supply
by giving the cows 30 per cent more food! The only question
is at whose expensé this is to be done. The case is the same
with pigs. There are unfortunately still many among us
who believe that pig does not require feeding, that it will
forage for itself. Perhaps it will, but it is not by such methods
that we shall solve the meat problem.

What then is our programme? The Institute for Livestock
Breeding has calculated that, in order to double our con-
sumption of meat and milk, we should have to iuncrease the
fodder resources of our country by hali as much again. The
essential point of this task is that the increase by half as
much again of our fodder resources does not-mean simply that
we are to add to the millions of poods of straw at our dis-
posal still 50 per cent more straw. Our livestock is already
receiving sufficient coarse food, so much that as far as quan-
tity is concerned it might well suffice to tripple the milk
supply. We must not forget that at the present time our
feeding stuffs cousist to the extent of more than two thirds
of straw, hay, chaif, etc., whilst a meat and milk vyielding
machine, if it is to work productively. must receive at least
two thirds of concentrated food. Therefore, the solution
of the problem of doubling the production of meat and milk
is not simply a matter of providiug 50 per cent more fodder,
but of ensuring that the increased nutriment is chieily in the
form of concentration foods. - .

And this means that the whole Five-Year Plan of the agri-
cultural development of tlie Soviet Union must be so revised
that at least 40 million hectares are secured ior fodder plants.

How are these 40 million hectares best utilised? ln the
grain districts of the South we must plant about 7 mullion
hectares with maize and soya beans (ensilage), green food.
and corn (in the United States the area under maize cultivation
is double that of wheat, 85 per cent of the maize being used
as fodder); one to two million hectares sorgho grass (in the
United States 2.4 million hectares), further various fodder
plauts such as lucerne, etc. (in the United States up to 25
million liectares. but in our country only 5.5 million). In the
grain importing district we must plant 8 to 10 million hectares
more than at present with potatoes (mainly as pig food),
swedes, and turnips. | need not here detail such plants as
sunflowers. field beans and peas, which must be accorded a
suitable place in the programme of the 40 million hectares
of additional land alloted to fodder plants. )

An indispensuble part of the feeding stuifs programme is
the improvement of the pastures and meadows. According to
the calculations of some agriculturalists, agronomists and ex-
perts in livestock breceding, up to 50 per cent of the required
odder will be attained by these means. For this work of
improving our pasture land we reguire an active programime,
carried out with the same energy and perseverance, and with
the same participation of the masses as required for the actu-
alisation of the programime ot a minimum of agronomic
measures. ' . . )

The programme of the improvement of the meadows and
pastures is not complicated: the cattle sent out to pasture one
week later and brought back one week earlier; the whole
pastures are not grazed bare at once, but in strips: the weeds
are removed, if only by the most primitive methods: marshy

astures receive the most urgently necessary drainage; manure
potash); harrowing; division of the pastures for the different
kinds oi animals;—all measures demanding no great expendi-
ture a. 1 capable of being carried out in a very short time.

If we undertake this whole programme, if we tackle it
with that same energy with which we have solved and are
solving the grain problem, and if we work for its accomplish-
ment despite all difficulties, without shrinking at the costs
or the ‘comments of ossified bureaucrats, then we shall fulift
this new task of the Five-Year Plan—the increase of the
area under cultivation for fodder plants by 40 million hectares,
and the improvement of the pastures and meadows—and
thereby render it perfectly possible to double our reserves
of meat and milk.

We are convinced that when this immense task has been
accomplished on the Soviet farms, then the collective farms
too, having before them in these Soviet farms exemplary
large-scale livestock breeding undertakings working on as
np-to-date technical and scientific basis, will follow this
example. Socialised livestock breeding on these lines wil
enable us to satisfy the needs of the collective farmers to a
much greater extent, and will greatly increase the supplies
sent to the cities.

The role played by the Soviet farms will be a very im-
portant one here, perhaps even more important than in graio
production. There can be no doubt that the collective farms
will adopt the same methods. One guarantee of this is the
fact that on the collective farms we have at the present time,
among the socialised farm stock, 1.3 million cows. [If we
succeed in solving the problem as far as these 1.3 million cows
are concerned—heated stalls and suitable feeding stuffs—then
we shall be able to increase our milk production greatly within
the present year.

In order to emphasise the urgency of our feeding stufis
programine, I quote a few further examples. The pig-breeding
trust required approximately 2 million hectares for growing
fodder plants containing concentrated nourishment. (here
transport difficulties are again involved), and for the organi-
sation of pasture land. The livestock breeding trust re-
quires, if it is to increase its stock to 10 million head by the
last vear of the Plan, up to 50 million hectares, chiefly in
newly opened districts, one half of which land is needed
as pasture and about one third as meadowland for hay pro-
duction. Besides this, the livestock breeding trust utilises
the unploughed tracts of land belonging to the grain trust as
pasture (up to 15 million hectares), and has at its disposal
the whole of the straw and grain waste products of this trust
The sheep breeding trust requires equally as much land; to
this trust falls the responsible task of creating the bases of a
state undertaking, and of setting an example of efficiency to
those branches of farming which are of such extreme impor-
tance in all the Eastern natioflal regions of the Soviet Union
In addition it is not only of immense importance from the
standpoint of increased meat reserves, but even more from the
standpoint of the organisation of the wool basis.

This is the Bolshevist programme, which we have to carry
out unconditionally, and which we can be certain that the
Party will carry out as efiiciently as it has solved the grain
problem (Applause). .

4, The New Tasks of the Shortage Districts in the Develop-
ment of the Soviet and Collective Farms.

I now pass on to the new tasks set us by the agriculture
of the so-called shortage districts, and shall deal with these
in part in their connection with livestock breeding, and in part
independent of this. The institute for the economy and or-
ganisation of socialist agriculture (attached to the People's
Commissariat for the Agriculture of the Soviet Union), has
divided the Union experimentally into its leading agricultural
districts. The so-called shortage district extends over a vast
territory, from Leningrad to the north westerly regions, via
Moscow. etc. to Ural. o

What does this “shortage district” represent from ' the
standpoint of agriculture, and how are the agricultural -poss
bilities, especiallv in livestock breeding, beiug utilised? We
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find the reply to this question in two data: Only 24 per cent
of the whole land is tilled, of this in the Leningrad district
6.5 per cent, in the Western district 30 per cent, in the Moscow
district 43 per cent, in the Ivanovo-Vosnessensk district 25 per
cent, in the Nishegorodska district 33 per cent. In otlier words,
the greater part of the land is not utilised for tillage. Is it
then used as meadow or pasture? Not at all! All this Jand is
lost, half of it serves as village pasture, and is covered with
thickets and briers. The arable land itseli is tilled on the most
primitive methods. In these districts fallow and waste land
form an average of 27 per cent as compared with the cultivated
sail, in the Leningrad district 31 per cent, in thc¢ Western
district 22 per cent, in the Moscow district 29 per cent, in the
vanovo-Vosnessensk and Nisnegorodska district 29 and 25 per
cent, only 13 per cent serve as pasture and meadow.

Perhaps the objective conditions do not permit of the
development of the various branches of agriculture here?
Perhaps “it is impossible to take further land under the
plough in these districts? Perhaps the sun shines here too
little? Perhaps there is a lack of water? Perhaps the soil is
poor? Perhaps fallow land is here the law of progressive
agriculture? Happily for the shortage districts, we can reply
to all these questions with a no. .In these districts the con-
ditions are extremely favourable for the cultivation of many
plants. There is ample sunshine and water (indeed a super-
fluity of the latter). Conditions arc most advantageous for
growing different roots, espccially the potato. (Hear, hear.)

The fallow land in this district is indubitably a solecism.
It must be done away with at all speed. In Germany fallow land
is liquidated (reduced to ouly 1 per cent). In the United
States too it is liquidated, though hitherto the supporters of
fallow land have always liked to refer to the United States.
In the United States falow and waste land form only 14 per
cent of the wlole arable land. It must not be forgotten that the
Ministry of agriculture in the United States classifies descrted
land-as fallow, and that there is a large proportion of such land
in a number of wheat and cotton growing districts. In
the United States (the deserted lands being deducted)

there are not more than five to six million hectares,
in our shortage district there are seven million hec-
tares of waste and fallow land. If we add Ural

and the Central Black Earth district to this, the figure swells
to 16 million hectares. This is a reserve which we have
wasteiully disregarded. 1f we utilise this reserve within one,
or ut most two years, we obtain the possibility of taking
iminediate and gigantic strides forward in solving the livestock
yguestion,

Besides this, we must take into account that in this district
there aré great tracts of country suitable for flax growing,
and that at the present time filax is only being cultivated on
2 to 3 per cent of the total sown area. Is this not a waste?
Even keeping in mind the famous theory that flax draws an
enormous amount of strength out of the soil, we can still
incrcase the flax growing area to 25 per cent of the total
sown area, at least in the large and most suitable districts of
the shortage area. '

We must strike out of our lexicon the conception of
“shortage district”, and replace it by hammering into the minds
of all Party members, of all collective farmers, of all “tempo-
rarily still non-collectivised farmers”, the conception of a milk
and flax district, tending in places to pig-breeding and in others
to vegetable growing. (Applause.)

. The tasks arising for us in the milk and flax district become
immediately apparent:

1. During the next few years we must create a wide fodder
basis for livestock breeding here, covering a territory of 15
to 20 million hectares (this outside of the planned basis).” The
theory that in this district the cultivated areas are bound to
lessen, we reject as a bourgeois deviation. These further 15
to 20 million hectares must be made utilisable within the next
two or three years at any price. This can be made possible
by cultivating the fallow land and cleared woodland and by
miproving the land. Why do fodder plants cover four-fiiths
of the sown area of the corresponding “shortage districts” of
the United States, and ouly one third in our country? Why
are the American shortage districts utilised to 47 per cent of
their cyltivated area for growing plants, whilst in ours the
f{zure is only 10 percent? What are the reasons for this?
There are no reasons whatever, it is simply a matter of
?:rbaric: economic methods, the accursed inheritance of

€ past. .

—

. By the end of the Five-Year Plan we shall be cultivating
fodder plants on a further 15 to 20 million hectares in the
milk, flax, and vegetable districts. Wc shall grow a mixture
of oats and vetches, clover, sunilowers, swedes, potatoes
(6 to 7 million hectares as basis for livestock breeding), fodder
beans and peas! By these means we shall lay down a firm
foundation for larze scale livestock breeding.

W 2. In this district we must make use principally of the

Putilovetz” make of tractors, as also to a less extent of the
heavy tractors required to break up the virgin soil. In the
wheat districts we have been successiul in accomplishing our
tasks with the aid of suitable tractors, and here we shall be
equally successful with the help of another type of tractor.
The milk and ilax district will be best aided by the tractors
of the Putilov Works. These are eminently adapted to the
soil conditions obtaining here. - :

3. Chibinsk and Solikamsk! these can supply us with the
necessary mineral fertilisers for improving the pastures and
meadows. : . :

4. Regional and district committees of the milk, vegetable,
and flax zone. Turn your faces to livestock breeding!
(Applause.) We must put an end to that state of aifairs still
obtaining this spring, when the Central Committee and Com-
rade Stalin were obliged to turn the regional and district
committees of this zone with their faces towards agriculture.
In spite of a nmumber of decisions passed by the Polbureau,
these committees did not even always answer the .inquiries
of the Central Committee on the results of the preparations
for the seed campaign. This is of course due to an incorrect
view of the possibilities of the milk, flax, and vegetable
district.

These are the tasks of the milk, vegetable. and flux
district, the tasks which we can and must set the Party in
the shortage districts in view of the development of the Soviet
and collective farms.

5. The New Tasks Imposed on the Wheat Zone by the Deve-
lopment of the Soviet and Collective Farms.

The region to which I must acxt draw attention is the
wheat district. This district begins in the South of Ukraine and
rcaches over the Lower and Middle Volga and South Kasakstan
to South West Siberia. In a great part of this district. espe-
cially in its western part, the increased vield is of decisive im-
portance for the enhanced production of grain. Here the in-
creased yield of 30 to 35 per cent per land uint by the end of
the Five-Ycar Plan remains our minimum task. . .

The grain problem is, however, not solved by this alone.
This alone does not exhaust all the possibilities of the Soviet
and collective farms. In order to avoid misunderstandings I must
here emphasise that wheat growing should not be confined solcly
to the districts yielding the best crops. | refer again to the ex-
perience gained in America. Here the best wheat crops are
obtgined in the North East. And what do we see? In this
region the breeding of milch cows is regarded as more ad-
vantageous, since it is just in this part of the United States
that the great industrial centres are concentrated. In America
wheat is grown more to the West, in the prairie districts.

In the Soviet Union the best wheat crops can of course be
grown in Kuban and the Armawir district. But is it advisable
to specialise these districts for wheat growing. when other and
more valuable plants can be cultivated here. which do not
thrive in other districts? -

We shall only grow wheat where the moré valaable plants
do not grow, and where ‘the tractor can be kept in use for
24 hours. .

What reserves have we in the wheat districts for exten-
ding the cultivation of wheat? We have vast 1eserves on the
Middle Volga: Only 9 million hectares out of 23 million hec-
tares of suitable land are under cultivation. The Middlc Volga
must give at least 3 to 4 million hectares ior the iucreased

- cultivation of wheat in the course of the next three sced cam-

paigns.  On the Lower Volga only 7.7 million hectares of the
28 million of suitable land are being used for wheat growing.
From this may be seen clearly that by the end of the Five
Ycars we shall have further 6 to 8 million hectares of land on
the Middle and Lewer Volga on which we can and must take
the ploaxh for wheat growing. (Interiection: Hear. hear.)
- 1 now pass to Kasakstan. In 1929 there were only nine
million hectares or 3 per cent ploughed, and of this arca only
one half was sown,
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According to fhe calculations made by the new caudidate
to the C.P.S.U,, Professor Tukailkow, who possesses ex
ceptional knowledge of the agricuiture of the dry regions, 50 to
55 million of hectares in Kasakstan may be regarded as suitable
for cultivation: of these 36 million hectares are situated ia the
northern districts bordering on Siberia and Ural: Aktyubinsk,
Kustanai, Petropaviovsk, Akmolinsk, Pavlodar, and Semipala-
tinsk. Here only 5 % of the arable land is used for wheat
growing. If we grow wheat on 30 % of these 36 miilion hec-
tares of arable land, by the end of the Five-Year Plan we could
have further 8 to 10 million hectares in Kasakstan alone, and
obtain an average harvest of 6 to 7 million cwt. per hectare.
((1 have given the average minimum figures for the crops, as
in the eastern part of the wheat district drought periods are
inevitable.) - .

Finally, Siberia. Herc only 9 million hectares are culti-
vated of 50 millions suitable for cultivation and 500 million
hectares of forest. Siberia must take part with at least 4 to
5 million hectares in the extension of the wheat district. (In-
terjections: Hear. hear!)

The Central Black Earth District, the Middle Volga, Ka-
sakstan, South West Siberia, and the eastern part of the Soviet
Union, taken together, can place at the disposal of wheat gro-
wing 20 to 25 million hectares, beyond the Plan itself, by the
end of the Five-Year Plan. This, in combination with the wheat
production of Ukraine. which plays at the moment the honour-
able role of the main granary of the Soviet Union, will enable
:xs t;) raise the wheat production of our country to a worthy

evel.

Can we solve this task? Is it too imaginative? We can
and shall accomplish it by the end of the Five-Year Plan. We
shall accomplish it on the basis furnished by the Soviet farms,
the machine and tractor stations. We shall transform this fresh
“dream” into reality with the aid of tractors and combines.

How shall we go about the task? It must be taken into
account that we shall have to solve the wheat problem in very
thinly populated districts, in districts where the tractor and
the combines can be most cifectively utilised. If this is taken
into consideration, it becomes clear that the fulfilment of the
task is a matter of the complete mechanisation of the process
of production. : . .

In order to solve this task, approximately 700.000 to one
million HP. will have to bc granted of the 4 million to be supp-
lied to agriculture beyond the power envisaged by the Five-
Yecar Plan. One quarter of the horse power, to be concentrated
during the next few years on agricultural production, must be
set aside for preparing further 20 to 25 million hectares for
wheat growing. In my oponion we can shall do this. :
) From the organisational standpoint, the pivot on which
the accomplishment of this task swings is the use of man power
and draught animal power to a minimum, so that we have no
need of great reserves in the case of fallures of crops. Besides
complete mechanisation, a very necessary item is the full
utilisation of the tractor, of every machine, of every labour
power. We must take as starting point the possibility that one
man is required per 200 hectarcs. That this is a real and
attainable possibility may be seen from the fact that according
to the plans of production and finance of the grain trust 210
hectares are alloted per head of labour power for the current
year. And this is not the utmost limit. We shall not call a
halt here. .

It will be seen that in these distritts we can solve the
wheat problem with the aid of the existing population, without
any great number of ncw settlers, and in complete accordance
with the needs of agricultural production, so that each unit of
labour is applied with at least fifteen times greater effect than
hitherto.

The utilisation of labour will have to be organised by the
system of quiet farms and machine and tractor stations. In
order to fulfil this task, the present type of Soviet farm is
scarcely suitable. What we need is not a Soviet farm with an
area of ten thousand hectares, but of hundred thousand, a farm
differing from the existing farms of the grain trust in a con-
siderable limitation of the farm buildings, or, more correctly
expressed: the farm building of the present type must in tie
first place serve a much wider territory, and in the second
place the number of auxiliary implements must be greatlv
reduced. The qualitative decline in the cultivation of the soil
must be compensated by the enlargement of :the sown area..

R N e

_The field system must be quite simple. The whole terri
tory must be divided into sown sections by roads running from
North to South and from East to West, The section lyiug
between the roads forms the ground lot of the Soviet farm or
machine and tractor station. No other farm buildings may be
erected on this ground, except tents for the workers.

Finally, the demarcation must form alternately the boun-
dary of each section or of the Soviet farm. ,

These are the conditions under which we are sure of the
accomplishment of the task: Enlargement of the wheat sowa
area by 20 to 25 million hectares by the spring of 1933.

liOn this basis the “flight of imagitation” may be made a
reality.

It should be observed that the risk of periodical failures
of crops still exists. There is no guarantee at present against
crop failure in the drought regions, Quarantees must be fur-
nished, not against failures of crops, but against famine. Here
there is only onc thinkable guarantee, and that is the extension
of the cultivated area and the accumulation of food and seed
reserves in these districts.

In order not to go too far from the main theme, 1 shall
refer only briefly to the other agricultural zones. The Insti-
tute for the economics and organisation of socialist agriculture,
attached to the People’s Commissariat for Agriculture of the
Soviet Union, belonging to the Lenin Academy, has made the
following provisional zone division:

Industrial technical plants and intensive livestock breeding
(South Fast of Ukraine and Central Black Earth district —
sugar beets, hemp, maize; in the Kuban district and in part i
the Far East: soya beans, which are of the utmost importance,
clover, sunflowers, cotton, tobacco, kenaf etc.) The actual
intensification of farming methods by means of the development
of the cultivation of technical plants and of intensive livestock
breeding will become the general task in Ukraine and in a coa-
siderable portion of North Caucasia during the next few
years. This task can only be fulfilled by the development of
Soviet and collective farms. . .

Vegetable growing — chiefly in combination with dairy
farming in the environs of all large cities, especialty Leningrad,
Moscow, Don district, and Ural (by means of greatly facili-
tating the work of the peasantry, we can set ourselves the task
of tripling the production of vegetables during the last three
years of the Five-Year Plan).- .

Sub-tropical plants in Transcaucasia, the South coast of the
Crimea, and Central Asia. Our slogan must be: OQust the maize
from Transcaucasia. Is it not a disgrace that maize is grows
here, on a soil where cotton, tea, fruit, grapes, oranges, efc.
thrive? (Applause.) Is this not senseless waste? Here a
California and a Florida of the Soviet Union must arise!

Mountain and Steppe pasture for flocks and herds is pro-
vided chiefly in some parts of Kasakstan, in the sonth eastern
districts of the Lower Volga, and North Caucasiz, in Sonth
Siberia. in the Buitisch-Mongolian republic, etc. Hither the
livestock and sheep trusts will emigrate,

Next comes the forest zone — our future reserves of cul
tivation areas. It is not by accident that we have subordinated
these to the authority of the Supreme National Economic
Council. The Supreme National Economic Council will help us
to extend the territory suitable -for cuitivation in the North
Welt, where the forests are the cause of the marshy condition
of the soil and in the North of the Soviet Union, where tae
forests in their present size are a proof of the extreme back-
wardness of our state. .

6 Cotton and Flax.

.1 shall deal somewhat more in detail with cotton and flax.
their cultivation being the best criterion for the tempo of the
work and the economic organisation, as efficient prerequisite
for the rapid creation of a raw material basis for industry.

An entirely new tempo has been struck up, not only In
cotton growing, but in the cultivation of all technical plants.
as the result of the work of this spriag, ahe tilling of the soil
with the aid of tractors through the Soviet farms and the
tractor and machine stations, and the provisioning of the
cotton producers with grain. It is no wonder that in this vear
We have surpassed even our own sowing plan. The Soviet
farms and machine and tractor stations have _cultivated
200 000 hectares cf the cotton area, thereby winning over the

decisive masses of the small peasants of Central Ava: the
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timely correction of the ‘errors committed in the early spring
created at the same time the prerequisites for the rapid ‘reali-
sation of oar plans. . ’ Co v ,

The experience gained this spring shows that by mieans
of the development of the Soviet farms, and the organisation
of a network of machine and tractor stations, we shall be able
to carry out compietely thé programme down by the
Ceatral Cominittee of a cotton crop of 48 million poods by the
end of the Five-Year Plan. - The first requirements for this
are: ' :

Development of the Sowiet farms, especially of those
cultivating Egyptian cotton, on the area opened up by the new
irrigation plant. At least 200,000 to 300,000 hectares must be
reserved for cotton cultivation on the Soviet farms.

Rapid development of the network of machine and tractor
stations, taking as starting point the carrying out of the greater
part of the cotton sowing by means of tractors by the spring
of 1932, and of cultivating at least 1 million hectares with the
aid of tractors by the spring of 1931. The type of organisation
results from the experience gained this year: The machine
and tractor stations undertake the ploughing and sowing, anil
all other field work is performed by the peasants of the
collective famis.

Rapid development of the cultivation of perennial cotton
shrubs, requiring no irrigation system. This year we have
made an experiment with the cultivation of these cotton plants
on 150,000 kectares. Next year we shall extend this experiment
to 300,000 gectares. We shall devote further attention to the
rapid development of specics of cotton, shoukd this prove
justifiable by the achievement of a crop reaching only half,
or even only one third, of that harvested in the irrigated fields.

Exdlusive cuitivation of cotton in' the irrigated fiekds. It
this is to be carried out, the requirements of the cotton district
in grain must be efficiently -met.

’ And finally, it is time — and it does not exceed our powers
=—to begin with the solution of two to three irrigation pro-
blems, which will open up new and wide tracts of country for
cotton growing in Central Asia.

These are our tasks, and these are the methods which have
already stood the test of actual practice. The decision lies
with the tractor and with the grain supply. - )

Now a few words on flax. Flax must tread the same path
which cotton has trodden before it. It is solely for the reason
that up to now this path has not been pursued that we have
attained no satisfactory results in the extension of flax cuiti-
vation, and in the increase of the flax crop. - This means that
next spring. we must begin with the mass application of the
following measures. :

The specialisation of certain districts for flax cultivation;
with the proviso that here 25 % of the area is to be reserved
for flax. The cultivation area for flax must be secured. An
excellent method of ensuring this would be to reserve this
year an area of about 2,5 million -hectares of the winter sown
ground for the cultivatiou of flax, thercby guaranteeing before-
h?:ala in autumn, that this area is ready for the cultivation
o X.. . ,

The development of thc Soviet farms and of the network
of machine and tractor stations. The tractors (chiefly the
Putilovetz brand, only occasionally Stalingrad brand) must be
alloted to the machine and tractor stations with the instruction
that their main task is the extension and securing of the areas
required for the cultivation of flax. (Interjetion: Hear, hear!
‘Applasnse.) .

The main point is that we .have in our hands the system
of necessary levers, on the basis—I stress this again—of the
Soviet and collective farms. (Interjection: Hear, hear!) There
is no other system .of promoting the cultivation of flax. The
tractors must above all satisfy the requirements of flax grow-
ing in "the grain importing district, especially where cleared
woodland is being made arable. i ,

The flax grower must be supplied with grain iu the same
Mmanner as the cotton grower. L. '
! And finally, we must solve the problem of suitable
- machinery for the preliminary treatment of the flax. It is an

intolerable state of affairs that at the presént time great
Quantities ‘of flax straw. enough to keep our flax factories
working dor a month, are left unutilised, Mcans must and
certainly can be fonad for obtaining the necessary inachines,
tven # these are not of the very latest types,

“ Thé same applies to all other industrial teghpical plants.
The_path to thelr accelerated development, ar‘)? consequently
to. the rapid satisfaction of the requirements of the country,
lead.s through the development of the Soviet farms, the or-
ganisation of the machine and tractor stations, and the efficient
supplies of grain. o

These are the further tasks which we can set our agri-
culture in connection with the development of the Soviet and
collective farms.

1 make no special reference here—aquite deliberately—to
a mamber of other important tasks (mineral fertilisers, media
against insect and other pests, electrification of agriculture,
development of horse breeding, improvement of seed,
especially of fodder plants, etc.), not for the reason that these
are of inferior importance, but because I must confine myself
to a few decisive questions, whose discussion will clearly
show not only to the whole Party, but to the peasants of our
country, the new possibilities offered for the raising of agrie
culture by the development of the Soviet and collective farms.

1 hope that in the discussion the comrades will supplement
my remarks in many respects.

7. Other Fundamental Pecullarities of our Method of Agri-
caltaral Production,

In conclusion I may be permitted to return to the questiong
What is the meaning of the revolution in agricultural pro«
duction which we are witnessing?. -

We have seen that this revolution is taking entirely diffe-
rent forms in the United States and in cour country. In the
one case (America) it is the rich who enjoy the whole of the
advantages of the new methods, whilst the small and middle
farmers are at a disadvantage; in the other case, (in the Soviet
Union) it is the poor and middle farmers who enjoy the ads
vantage, whilst all disadvantages are borne by the kulak. In
both cases, however, the change in the methods of production
remains an inconstable fact.

What Is the essence of the change? Not merely that this-
or that machine is replaced by another and more perfect one,
but that the use of the tractor and all its auxiliary machines, by
the Soviet and collective farms, has altered from top to bootom
the whole system of agricultural production. This fact ist best
confirmed by the actual change in the cost price of heat as
compared with that produced by agriculture formerly.

According to the production and finance plan of the grain
trust for 1930. the cost price per hectare of wheat is composed
chiefly of the price of the metal and of the motor oil: amor-
tisation and initial purchase (that is, chiefly metal) form
34 %, motor and lubricating oil 17 %, seed 21 %, wages 28 %.
It we deduct the seed; as carried over constantly from the
receipts and expenditure, the data supplied by the grain trust
show the following cost price: Amortisation and initial
purchases 43 %, motor and lubricating oil 21 %, and wages
36 %. The figures supplied by the head management of the
machine and tractor stations (tractor centre) are similar, only
that a somewhat larger share falls to wages, inasmuch as the
calculations of thz tractor centre are not made on the work of
the combines, but on the work of the sheaf-binders and

threshing machines driven by the tractors. 1 further quote the

cost price of cultivating one hectare, by the machine and
tractor stations, the figures resulting from an inquiry made by
the Institute for large-scale farming, atfached to the People’s
Commissariat for the Agriculture of the Soviet Union, among
8 such stations. The items are as follows: repalrs 10 %, amor-
tisation 23 %, motor and lubricating ofl 29 %, wages of tractor
drivers 11 %, costs of management 11 %, miscellaneous 16 %,
These are the facts. What are the conclusions? '

In the, earller stages of the development of mankind the
products of agriculture were chielly the result of. enormous
quantities of human energy (at best combined with horse power)
expended on the soil; at the present time agricultural products
are the result of the metal and oil used by mankind for tilling the
ground. In other words, the main part of the work required
for the growing of wheat is no longer performed iu the field
itself, but in the iron works and oil industry. In agricultural
production the metal and oil returned by mankind to the soil
in the form of tractors and accessory machines is transformed
into grain. The individual peasant farm of former days required
230 working hours to grow sumsmer wheat on one hectare
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of land and 281 hours for winter wheat ') (I have taken the
lowest calculation supplied by the Head Statistics Office of the
Soviet Union), whilst the Soviet farms of the grain trust have
only required 9 hours to perform the same work, the tractor
being in use for 2% hours of this time. After the working
- methods and the mechanisation of a number of proccsscs h.ave
-been further perfected, and larger types of accessory machines
will be brought into use, only six or respectively two hoprs
will be required (this applies to all field work, from ploughing
to harvesting.) Nine hours instead of 280, and in the near future
only six! It must of course not be supposed tha: a total of
nine hours_is all that is required to cultivate a hectare of wheat.
It is the field work, the immediate agricultural work, which
is reduced to nine hours, wilhst the other part of the work
required for the production of wheat is transferred from the
fields to the mines, ironworks, factories, and oil fields.

Metal and oil instead of the sweat of the peasant’s brow,
-.pruised by the liberal poets--this is what we are accomplishing.
(Applause.) _

All this means that agriculture organised to an increasing
degree by up-to-date technics is approaching more and more
to industry. This becomes especially apparent when we com-
pare the structure of the capital invested in the grain trust
“with that of the big factories of the metal industry. We see
that in the modern Soviet farms of the grain trust the organic
‘stricture of their capital is almost the same as in the large-
scale metal undertakings. This is the real essence of the change
in agricultural production. Therefore 1 devoted the first part
.of this report to an analysis of the different manner in which
this revolution in agriculture is being carried out under the
methods of capitalism and under the methods of socialism.

The technical revolution in the agricultural production of
the Soviet Union is secured by the Five-Year Plaun, it is
secured—and this is most important of all—by the general line
.of the C.P.S.U,, in socialist forms, on the basis of the develop-
ment of the Soviet and collective farms. Our perspectives of
development are determined by the following: we are accumu-

Jading the possibilities for the alteration of the technical basis
of agriculture. Our collective farms need not wait much longer
for the day on which the tractor with its auxiliaries replaces
the present system of machines. In the last year of the Five-
Year Plan we shall cultivate approximately 100 million hectares
with the aid of tractors representing 5 million horse powers.
We utilise the capacity of our tractors to such au extent that
by the spring of 1934 the greater part of the sowing work (on
about 200 million hectares of landg will be carried out by the
tractors. This means that a new plan of agricultural machine
building is urgently necessary. The 9 million horse powers
applied by the tractors to our fields in the spring of 1934 must
be reinforced by suitable auxiliaries (and it is not necessary
that these be copied exactly fram the machines in use in the
capitalist countries, where the machinery is adapted to the
scale of production there obtaining.) The caterpillar tractor
on a Soviet farm of 100,000 hectares does not need those
accessory machines supplied by modern industry under capi-
talist conditions. We require our own accessories.

Experience has shown us that we can ensure the supplying
of our agriculture with suitable machinery ,by means of the
reconstruction of old undertakings and the building of new
ones, provided that we do not cling to yesterday, but realise
at once that in the next few years it will not be foreign indus-
try, but home industry, which will have to supply the greater
part of the accessory machinery required ifor the 5 million
horse powers supplied by our tractors.

It is upon this basis that we shall have to take up the work
of revising the Five-Year Plan of the recoustruction of agri-
,culture; the tasks which we set ourselves in the last three
years of the plan must take as starting point the fact that by
_the end of the Five-Year Plan the decisive masses of the
neasantry will be members of the collective farms, and the
Soviet farms will cover the area prescribed by the decision of
the Central Committee.

~ Whatever difiiculties may stand in the way of the accom-
plishment of this gigantic task, we know at least that their
iuliilment will be ensured at a price very much lower than that
which the farmers in the United States have to pay for the
trinmphal march of technical progress under capitalist condi-
') Cost price of the production of the most important field
plants in agricnlture: Ist part The Geowranhy of Cost Prices,

Heud Siatistical Oifice. Moscow 1929. p. 92,

‘this path, both from our open enemies and from our bureau-

‘tions. There, in the United State, the agricultural revolution is
‘taking decades. This means that the process of the ruin of the
overwhelming majority of the farmers, and of the enrichment
of a thin topmost layer is going to last for decades. It means

the farmers to pass through all the stages of impoverishment
and ruin, long ago described by Marx:

“The expropriation of the immediate producers wil
be carried out with relentless vandalism, under the
stimulus of the vilest, dirtiest, and most petty spiteful
passions.” (Marx. “Capital”, Vol.1. Book L. p.727.)

The path which we have taken, on the other hand, means
the improvement of the lives of the overwhelming majority of
the peasantry, the abolition of the kulak slavery, the abolitios
-of the kulak, who represents a vanishing minority of the
peasantry as a class, the transformation of millions of pcasants
into free collaborators of socialist 'society. In pursuing this
path, we are realising the theses of the C.C.:

“On the basis of collectivisation, of the development
of the machine and tractor stations and the organisation oi
Soviet farms, the Party can begin with the realisation of
the slogan of overtaking and outdistancing the capitalist
countries of the world, not only with regard to industry,
where the advantages of large-scale undertakings have
long been convincingly proved, but at the same time in the
sphere of agriculture, whose tempo of development has
hitherto been determined by the preponderance of small
and dwarf farms of extremely low productive powers, but
which will now be determined by the accelerated develop-
ment of the Soviet and collective farms, which represent
an entirely new economic form, unique in the history of
mankind, called for the first time into existence by the
economic reconstruction of the Soviet Union.

Derisive laughter from every camp accompanies us on

that the process of the up-to-date agrarian economics will force ‘

cratic officials. They exclaim: What! meat on ration tickets
(and often not enough of it at that!). Soon they will not have
any goods at all for which one must not form up in a queae!
Just look at what they are doing! Instead of working
themselves slowly and steadily out of the situation, they set
themselves phantastic tasks, such as the ‘doubling of the con-
sumption of meat and milk, enormous increase of the consump-
tion of wheat, etc. :

We shall encounter many such scofis on our path! We
shall take no notice of them, but shall go forward on the
general line ‘laid down by the Party, aided now not only by
-our own experience and convictions, but by the experience
gained by hundreds of thousands of collective farmers, the best
agitators .and organisers of large-scale farming (Interjection:
Hear, hear. Applause.). And we may state with full conviction
that on this basis, having overcome the inevitable difficulties,
we shall not only completely liquidate the food supplies diff-
culty within the next few years. since these difficulties arist
from the small productive capacity of the small and dwari
farms, but we shall secure a rapidity of progress in the satis-
faction of the requirements of the working masses in the
Soviet Union such as has never. yet been knowa in the history
of the capitalist world. (Enthusiastic applause.)

IV. The Necessary Organisational Measures for
the Consolidation and further Organisational
Development of the Collective Farms.

It now only remains for me to deal with certain organi-
sational measures forming the minimum of what is necessary
from the standnoint of the consolidation of the collective farms.
"The section of the theses relating to this point is known to you, so
that I may be permitted to deal very briefly with this matter

In organisational questions we take as starting point
certain fundamental considerations, which may be summarised
as follows: :

Is is of fundamental importance that the masses of the
.peasantry, despite the existence of a great many old traditions
in the artels, have created a new type of agriculwral under-
taking, and one which is applied not only in one vill 7 in 4
dozen villages, but over a gigantic territory with a culi\
area of over 30 million hectares.

It is true, that the artel cannot be considered as ideal. ‘
*must not be supposed that the artel is the perfect form o
socialised farm: But as the theses of the C.C. on my repor

i(
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state: ‘‘the creation of a new social discipline, the training of
the peasants for the building up of socialism, is not perfected in
he artel, but only begun”. And it is important, historically
valuable, an advance in the world historical development .of
socialism, that in the artel a new type of social agricultural
enterprise has been created, in which the private ownership of
the most important means of production is abolished, the class
exploitation of one peasant by another done away with, and
therewith the basis removed which, as Lenin said: “creates
capitalism and the bourgeoisie constantly, daily and hourly,
with elementary force and on a mass scale”, YLenin: “Radi-
calism, the Infantile Disease of Communism”).

Nor may we idealise the members of the artels. The
member of the artel today is the small producer, the small
owner, of yesterday. One must understand his mentality. - It
is comprehensible that at first his thoughts are directed to-
wards recovering himself somewhat from toil and exertion of
his small farm, to stretching himself a little, to enjoying
something of the pleasanter aspects of life, which his little farm
was unable to afford to him, but which the artel can give him.
Often enough he will try to free himself of his duties, to loiter,
to push his work onto others, etc.. This tendency will doubt-
lessly continue to be widespread for a long time, and to be a
serious drawback. We must realise that a certain time must
clapse- before such collective farmers not only grasp, and take
their share of the yield — that this is bound to lead to the ruin
of the artel.

The transition from small to large-scale farming cannot be
carried out without vacillations, without swingings of the pen-
dulum to one side or another. It is impossible to avoid attempts
on the part of the disruptive elements, of the kulaks, bound by

a thousand ties to the small peasant, to take action in one form

or another. ’

“In the collective farms the peasants will finally over-
come the mentality of the small owner, the striving for
private economic accumulation, inherited through gene-
rations of small private owners, and will require years of
persevering work for the establishment of a mechanised
large-scale basis for the collective farms, for the formation
of cadres among the collective farmers, and for the cultural
raising of the whole mass of the collective farmers.”)

It is only in the process of such work, in which we oppose
to the anarchism of the small producer and small property
owner of yesterday the principle of real working crganisation
and discipline, only by the education of the collective farmers
to new socialist conscientiousness in his attitude towards his
farm, that we can develop and consolidate the sccialist cha-
racter of the artel. We conceal nothing from the members
of the artel. We state definitely® We drive nobody by force
into the artel. And more than this: We regard those people
who try to force the peasants to join the artels as the encmies
of the Party and the Sovict power, as the accomplices of the
kulak. And at the same time we say quite openly to those who
-have joined the artels: There can be no joint undertaking with-
out an elementary discipline, without the creation of a con-
,Scious and conscientious attitude towards social property. You
have joined the artel of your own free will, but this does
‘not mean that you may pillage the artel if you want to. If
»you have once become a member of the artel, it is your duty
" 10 submit to the statutes and the discipline accepted by the
amembers of the artel. 1 repeat that if this is not realised, then
'vwe shall have no increase in the productivity of labour, no
[fhm?)vement of the standard of living. (Interjection: Hear,

r ‘ ;

= These prerequisites must be kept in mind  when  we
’Iyﬂbprqach the decisively important organisational and political
Questions. In this connection the following questions must be
given particular attentation: The middle peasant, the poor
Deasant, the reciprocal relations with the individual peasaut,
Withdrawal from the collectives, the cadres. S

1. The Question of the Middie Peasant, ‘
: . Now to the question of the middle peasant. What is here
the essential factor? We find the reply in the theses: [
, “The transition from the individual undertaking to the
- collective is only possible on the basis of an alliance bet-
ween the working class and poor peasantry and the middle

K' ') Theses of the C. C. on the report .of Comrade Yakowlev,

peasantry, and this fact imposes on us the duty of systema-
. tically drawing the middle peasants into the management
of the collective farms.”

The slogan of the alliance between the working and poor
peasant classes and the middle peasantry determines the deve-
lopment of the village up to the threshold of the collective farm.
It decides at the same time a number of practical questions
with respect to the middle peasant, especially his participation
in the management of the collective farms.

The degree of consolidation ensured for the collective farm
depends to a great extent on the guestion of whether the middle
peasants are taking part in the management or not. Dozens
of facts show that where the middle peasantry have parti-
cipated in the management of the collective farms, there have
been fewer withdrawals, and fewer mistakes made. oo

The cases are by no means rare where every endeavour
is made to keep the middle peasants out of the management of
the collective farm. I could adduce dozens of cases in which
the pretext of “combating the Right deviation™ has been used
to deprive middle peasants of the superintendence of the cattle
stables, in which middle peasants have been deposed from
leading pesitions in the intermediate links of the undertaking
for the reason that “It is necessary that all our leading posi-
tions are held by poor peasants”, in which middle peasants
have been excluded from taking part in the work of administra-
tion of the coliective farm, so that they have left it. Frequently
middle peasants are apparently permitted to take part in the
management ,but in reality they are given no work, even aiter
being elected to the management. 1 have met middle peasants
who were on paper active members of the collectve farms, and
in this capacity did watchman's service or looked after the
store room. The percentage had been observed and the matter
is settled! In such cases the middle peasant feels offended. He
feels himsel a stranger in the collective farm. Demands are
put upon him, but he is given no work, nor is he invited to the
meetings.

Of course this does not mean that the whole management
is to be placed in the hands of the middle peasants. It need not
be said that the leading positions will be held by the working
class, the poor peasantry, the agricultural labourers. But unless
middle peasants take part in the management, no firmly
established agricultural undertaking can be erganised.

In various circles of “superficial and semi-savants” a theory
was temporarily popular which alleged that the collective
farms were not advantageous to the middle peasant. In some
“learned circles” it was asserted that the middle peasant only
joined the collective because he was forced to do so, and be-
cause he hoped to save himself thereby from the grain collec-
tors. Some sought to substantiate these assertians by stating
that the middle peasant, during the first few years of the exis-
tence of a collective farm, is obliged to give up a certain amount
of his income in favour of the poor peasant, and gains nothing
personally through the collective farm. Experience has com-
pletely refuted this theory. It is a theory which collapses at
once in face of the fact that the increased production of the
collective farm, made possible by the increased area under
cultivation, and by the intensified productivity of labour, has
in many cases swelled to such an extent that not only are the
revenues of the poor peasantry raised to the former middle
peasant level, but the income of the middle peasants who are
members of the collectives is increased in comparison with
‘their previous income. .

In view of the importance of this question, I appeal here
not only to the Party Congress, but to all collective farmers
and to all farmers *“at present not yet in the collectivised
farms”. ' : ) : L

The special commission sent to the Kuban district this year
‘by the Communist Academy ascertained the following:

" This year the colléctive farm “October” will attain a pro-
‘duction to the value of 690 roubles per affitiated farm, the
“estimate being of a crop equal'to that of last year. This means
that the gross production of the collective farmer 'among the
poor peasantry is doubled from 330 roubles, (when we assume
that he derives no further income from individual wutilisation),
~whilst the value of the production of the middle peasant
‘increases from 540 roubles to 802 (one and a half as much),
including the production obtained from the part of his former
farm left to him for. personal utilisaton. These are the propor-
tions in the case of an-average harvest. In the case of such a
crop as we may expeot this vear, the share of gross production
falling to the middie and:poor peasant is likely to' be greater.

A
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based essentially on the varying quality and quantity of work.
We shall not hasten unnecessarily over this, nor lose our heads;
we shall accomplish this work in harmony with the growth of
the socialised section of our collective farms. (Interjection:
liear, hear!)

3. The Groups of Agricultural Labourers and Small Peasants,

The principles thus laid down give a complete answer to
the question of where and when groups of the poor peasants
must be formed in the collectives. The theses reply as follows:

“The work of the groups of the poor peasantry in the
collective farms of the primary form must be improved
and strengthened, as far as the transition from primitive
associations to a higher stage oi collectivisation can be
secured only with aid of the poor peasants. The Party
organisations in the collective farms must guarantee such
an organisation of the work of the groups of the poor
peasantry that they do not only defend the immediate
interests of the poor preasantry, but promote the consoli-
dation of the alliance between the working class and the
village poor on the one hand and the middle peasantry on
the other.”

This means that pressure must be exercised upon the co-
operative associations for the joint cultivation of the soil, upon
a certain section of the artels, in which for some reason the
danger arises of an exploitation of the socialised production for
private accumulation, in which the influence of the kulak is
penetrating (the kulak can exert influence even after the kulak
has been liquidated as a class), and in which it is necessary to
work intensively among the poor peasantry, even should there
be no special poor peasant groups in the collectives concerned.
The experience which has already been gained in work among
the poor peasantry, both in the cases in which groups of the
village poor have been formed and where none exist, shows
that the substitution of general meetings by groups of poor
peasantry in the collectives should be avoided. The conversion
of the groups of poor peasantry into collective directors of the
collective farms must be avoided, the administrative factor in
the attitude towards the middle peasant must be avoided. The
tendency towards the conversion of the poor peasant groups
into distributive organs must be combated—the state of affairs
in which all work, and only these groups have the distribution
m thefr hands. -

It is only by means of the avoidance of these errors that
the work of the poor peasants will attain its object, that is to
say, that it will contribute both to the protection of the imme-
diate interests of the poor peasantry, and to the consolidation
of the rdle played by the collective farmer as the main support
of the Soviet power in the village.

4 The Reciprocal Relations between the Collective and the
Individwal Farmers.

The fourth group of questions: The reciprocal relations

tween the collective farmers and the individual peasants. In
some districts there has been a wrong attitude against the
individual peasants, an agitation against them; this has been
Caused externally by special devotion to the cause of the col-
lective farm, but has in 1eality only injured that cause. This
must attitude towards the individual peasants has in some
cases been expressed in the curtailment of their share of land,
tven where there has been sufficient land for both collective
ind individual farmers,or in the allotting to the collective farms
of fields which had already been prepared for summer sowing
v the individual peasants in the autumn, in the reiusal to
admit new members to the collectives, in the refusal of the
local organs to work among the individual farmers and to
include their farms in the seed plan, in the demonstrative
refusal to supply the individual farmers with goods which
Were obtainable in suificient quantities, etc. It need mnot be
cmphas[sed that such an attitude is entirely wrong. completely
Contradicts the theses in which the small and middle pcasantry
are regarded as the collective furmers oi the near future.

\rilla“ must not be forgotten that “from now enwards the
m’mge is divided into two sections in the most important grain
mi cts of the Soviet Union: Collective farmers actually for-
h"'g a firm support oi the Soviet power. and non-collective
m:“e"sg poor and middle peasantry, who have not vet joined

ive undertakings. but who will undoubtedly become

tonvinced within a relatively short time, by the mass

experience of collective farming, of the necessity of deciding
for collectivisation.” (See theses.)

It is of extreme importance to keep in mind the second
part of this formula. In this section of the theses we find not
only that main slogan laid down—that we must look to the
collective farmers for support—but the reference, of extreme
importance both theoretically and practically, to those indivi-
dual peasants who will decide for collectivisation within a com-
paratively short time.

Outside of the collective farms themselves, there are un-
doubtedly a great many “‘semi-collective farmers”. “unofficial
collective-farmers™, who first wait for the results of the
distribution of crops, and do not join the collectives before.
Many of these “semi-collective farmers” took up collective
farming methods this spring, without joining a collective farm.

A few examples of this: In a Ural village the individual
peasants were organised in gangs during the sowing season,
each gang being headed by a member of the village Soviet
responsible for the fulfilment of the seed plan. The village
Soviet, conjointly with the collective farm, put 16 sowing ma-
chines at the disposal of the individual peasants, each machine
sowing 78 hectarcs. On 27th April all the individual peasants
in an organised manner took up the field work.

Another example: the village of Lopatino on the Middle
Volga. The individual peasants joined together to perform the
field work, and removed the ridges between the fields.

In the village of Yablonov the poor and middle peasants
formed a loosely-connected association. When it was proposed
that they should form an organised community, they refused
categorically: “We shall wait until the autumn, and convince
ourselves as to how the crops are distributed”.

The village of Antonovo, in Siberia. Here there s an
agricultural artel and twelve loosely connected communities.
In many of these communities the means of production are
socialised.

In the village of Kosimka, in the Stavropol district, the
small and middle peasants formed an “unofficial” collective
farm, organised themselves in working gangs, and carried out
the sowing work .in common. On being asked why they did
not join the collective farm. they replied: “We understand
nothing about collective farming, or how the people live and
work there”, (Laughter.)

In the village of Permas (Veliki Ustyug) the individual
peasants joined the working gangs of the collective farm during
the sowing period. (Interjection: That is right!)

In the village of Verchne-Zarizyn, Stalingrad district, the
individual peasants removed the field ridges when sowing, and
subsequently joined the collective farm. a

What does all this show? It shows that outside of the

collective farms there are numerous peasants almost ripe to .

join them. The moment at which they join depends on tire
amount of help which they receive, upon the establishment of
fricndly and neighbourly relations between them and the collec-
tive farms. in a word, upon the realisation of the slogan con-
tained in the theses: “No agitation against the individual pea-
sant, but every possible help and inducement to join the collec-
tive farm.”

The second factor which must be urgently stressed, with
1egard to the standpoint adopted toward the individual
peasant, is the role plaved by the competition between the
individual and the collective farmers during tho sowing season
this year. But! little attention was paid by our press to tins,
although it is a matter of considerable importance. How did
it come about that this year we cultivated almost 90 million
hectares? Here the chief role was played by ' competition.
Aiter almost 25 % of all peasant farms had joincd together
in collective farms. and the enormous possibilities in the hands
of the collective farmer for the extension of the cultivated
area hecame apparent, the individual peasants took up the
work of tliing and sowing. in order to avoid being nbliged
to resign their land to the collective farmers. .

The following protocol. taken dowir at the collective farm
in the village of Lotoizy, Tver district, reflects this process of
competition with almost stenographic faithfulness: .

“The collective farimmer- Orlov declares: | am over

50 yeads of age, but 1 have never scen such work done.

H is a perfect miracle to see a hectare plourhed dailvy by

horsz teams. | have never scen such a thing. Only it is

a pity that there is no sugar. We come from work and
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drink a pot of cold water. An inquiry should be made

about sugar. We have not had any for three months.

(Laughter).

Ivanov (individual farmer): The collective farm has
ploughed every fragment of land. It should be suggested
that the whole village should join forces to plough the
top strips of land. That would certainly make another
five hectres. . )

Judin (individual peasant): I have cleared a piece of
thicket without waiting for anyone to propose it. The
others must be aroused. : : :

fvan Yelkin (individual peasant): 1 have . ploughed
another third desyatine beyond the Yukov corner. | can-
not get any further on account of the bog. (Laughter).

Yefrem Yelkin: I have been reproached here with not
having. ploughed part of my land. Comrades, the grouqd
has been too damp up to now.. To-morrow 1 shall begin
with -it." - R : . ,
The resolution was as follow: “All pieces of land not yet

ploughed must be ascertained and jointly cultivated.” (Inter-
tection: Hear! hear!) T . .

In. this connection we must refer to the attitude to be

adopted towards the so called “deserters”, “fliers”, or what-
ever they may be designated in the various districts, that is,
towards those who have fled from the collectives, either be-
cause the bow has been drawn too tightly, or out of pure
fear. There is a considerable number of these “deserters”,
and the questior\ of what is to become of them is of some
importance. ' . .
‘ It is only natural that those who resisted this spring the
temptation to leave the collective farm, and who have borne
the risk of th first attempt to organise farming on these new
lines, are not. inclined to belicve the “deserters” when they
now return and recognise their mistake. But such trends of
feeling are extremely dangerous from the political standpoint,
because they lead to an isolation of the collective farm. An
cxample of this:

In the village of Veschky, Lower Volga, 20 former
collective farmers apptied-for re-admission into thg: collective.
This was after the publication of—Cemrade Stalin's article:
“A reply to our comrades the collective

ers.” 1 quote
one of these declarations: . .
I and my wife, Yevdokiva Kotschetkova, sen ~~Qthers, and yet the horses stand up to their kencs it

ereeting to Comrade Stalin for his right words. (Laughter.)
I beg for a resolution according to his words, since I
and my wife Yevdokiya, with my son Paviucha and my
daughters Alexandra and Sima, who is the youngest, are
again in agreement with the collective farms. (Laughter.)
To-morrow we shall appear with two horses and whole
harness, to plough. We present them to the commune.
The horses and the foal have been properly fed in the
peasant way and the ploughing irons are new. (Laughter.)
I beg the resolution to admit us as collective farmers
according to dear (Comrade) Stalin’s words. May he
have good health. Tell the text of the resolution to Sima.”

The collective farmers decided to admit the “deserters”
as candidates, toe form a penal working gang of them,
to have them plough by themselves, and to give them
a special gang foreman. (Laughter.) And the result? They
refused to join the penal gang and remained individual farmers.
The collective farmers, whilst imagining that they were acting
most radically, actually -pushed their neighbours back to
individual fatming. - - - o

Hence the sole restriction which can be put on the ad-
mission .into the artel is the setting of a term during which
admissions are made. In the interests of the sowing seasomn,
it will he perhaps .advisable to. defer - admissions into. the
collective farm one to two months before the beginning of the
sowing season, in order that the ficlds of both the collectives
and of the individual farmers may not be disorganised. This
question will obviously have to be treated in accordance with
the local conditions. In this matter we must not submit to the
mood oi the collective farmers. We must guard against the
tendency to close the doors of the collective. After the results
of this year's. sowing work, i is not diificult to close the
doors of .the collectives, to. withdraw _into a shell. But to do
so means. the stagnation of the collective movement. We
cannot advance auny such slogans. We regard the individual
De,as;mt of to-day as the coilective peasant of to-niorrow.
We are Carryimg on the strugzle 1o the express end that as

earlv as this autumi namerous iresh strata may be added to

the existing collective farms. - We are taking up the
for winning these strata. This is to be seen from th
And therefore our attitude towards the individual
the small and middle peasant, is of the utmost imp
(Applause.)

5. Voluntariness and Conditions of Withdrawa

The question of the relations between the voluntar
into the collective and the conditions of withdrawal is
bound up with all this.

In the introductory part of this report I stated that
certain elements of discripline no social economy
created. A difference must be made between the wit
from the collective farms which took place in spring, a
which may possibly take place now, in autumn.

Withdrawals in spring: These were mainly member
had been compelled by force to join the collectives
souls* whose names were registered in the membersh
but who never really belonged to them, and who left
lectives as soon as it turned out that there was no com
The Central Committec of the Party, in giving to the p
driven by force into the collectives the possibility of w
wal, and thus exposing the pressure put upon the
peasants as a direct violaticn of the Party directives
the Soviet laws, thercby saved the collective farms.

The second possible kind of withdrawal is the witt
now, as result of faulty organisation, of lack of worki
cipline: The collective farm has not been able to
efficiently, and it has not been helped in time to se
disagreements which have arisen. Hence the efforts
drawal from the collective, especially on the part of the
peasants who have something to fall back upon for the
sation of an individual farm. It may be safcly asser
there is to-day a tendency to leave a collective far
signifies that that collcctive farm is badly organised,
order and discipline rule, and that the agricultural a
lective organs are to blame for failiug to lend timely .

If members leave a collective farm to-day becaus
are more Stable servants than horses in the stable yva
cause therc there are upper and lower farm servant:
stants on duty and their deputics, stablé cleaners and
superintendents, fodder foremen and buyers, and thousa

thﬁ‘t‘*}h’:{e is only one remedy: The collective farm n
frced of (his puffed up apparatus and really be hel
organise its ggonomy. Hence the question of withdrawa
the collectives (&2 _auestion of organisation. That 40 per
of the artels posses:ed no standard for the division of
in the first spring is pardonable and comprehensible, Iput i
the second spring we sha,l regard such a  tate of affairs i
a crime, and make the orghlis in auestion responsible for it

And finally, there is a wishrawal as a result of the suz-

gestions of the kulak. The kulak ¥ages war against the coltleg;
tive farm. In the coMective ther® are a certain amouut ¢

elements with kulak inclinations, “\bho would like very much

A _muet
ak i ; “ares of jointly cultivated
to take with them ten to fifteen llec\&s' i the cortainty that

ground, besides horses and implement®: R
they are not going to be counted to W€ Kulaks. The buitef
the harvest, the greater the inclination ™" the partlof these
elements to leave the collective and to en .Ch themselves per-
sonally.  Such elements can only be rega ded as deserters
That liberalism which is even prepared§to hand over !
part of the land of a collective to such a-desefge”. 2t *‘r“'m
in spite of the direct prohibition contained in the tes, M
be regarded as actually giving support to the kula ® Tv. Toe<”
fused left sectarian, who at first forced the peasafohnts_ intd '!
collectives, but is now ready to let them go at any - fime “"j,
dividing the cultivated fand among them, is the st 4
gerous enemy of the collective farm, )
The artel is not an inn, where anyone can go in
The millions of collective farmers have not tilled 3
hectares of land this spring in order to give an oppo
to those of kulak tendency to break up the collective
collective farm is not an inn. - Every peasant must gra.s o
before joining. That entry is voluntary does not by aagicall
sizniiy that the division is arbitrary. The conditions an’
drawal arc laid down in the statutes. Here we reafpshar
joint land of the collective farm may not he divided . 174
any circumstances.  Anyone withdrawing from the %h it
receives a piece of land outside of the collective Jan.
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cives a piece of land outside of the collective land.” (Ap-
1se.)  V/hen accounts are being settled with withrawing
ective farmers after the harvest, the principle of the in-
labikity of the joint land must be observed. [ have spoken
h dozens of collective farmers on this subject, and have
.ed them # this did not contradict the voluntary prinziple of
ry into the the collective. I have always received the sama
ly: *“There is no other way of building up our economy;
luntariness does not mean the conversion of the collective
m into an inn.” We declare this openly, not only to ghc
lective farmers, but to the individual farmers contemplating
ning the collectives. (Applause.)

6. Co-operatives for the Joiat Cuitlvation of the Land,
Artels and Communes,

Now a few words on the various forms of collective farms.
e fundamental form of the collective farm, as stated in the
cision of the Cenatral Committee on 15th January and
mpletely confirmed by experience, is the agricultural artel.
. the present stage of collective agricultural develoqment,
e artel has become the main form, inasmuch as in it the
cisively important means of production are socialised, and
e mainly socialised economy is complemeirted by a certain
nount of individual economy in forms acceptable to ghe
iddle peasant, and the further increase of the socialised in-
ome is ensured. The receipts of the artels are divided in the
1ain in accordance with the work done by the member of
ne artel or his relatives.

The model statutes are known to all. In the course of the
pring a number of practical supplementary corrections have
een made in these statutes, in the form of what are known
s the executive directives of the People’s Commiseariat of
\griculture of the Soviet Union, and of the head management
i the collective farms. With growing experience still further
corrections will become necessary.

Care must, however, be taken that these model statutes
are really utilised as model, and that the collective farmers
draw up their statutes on these lines and make them binding.

The co-operative for the common cultivation of the soil
is the transitional state to the artel. What is the essential
character of this co-operative? The means of production are
socialised, or, more strictly speaking, they are utilised in com-
mon only during the season of field work. The receipts are
divided according to the amount of property placed by the
member at the disposal of the joint work. The co-operative
for the common cultivation of the soil is a permissible form of
transition to the artel,and may become widely popular, tem-
porarily, in a number of the districts of the shortage region
and of the national regions. -

What must the commune represent? The commune is
distinguished from the collective farming movement by the
community house and the complete equality. At the present
time the community house and the equality of distribution are
not the leading factors, for in the first stage of the communist
state of society the distribution of the products of labour in
accordance with the quantity and quality of the work done
is unavoidable (otherwise the human beings of the old order
of society will do no work). The leading factor — this is
where the commune differs fundamentally from the artel — is
the complete socialisation of all the means of production.

ozens of examples might be given of communes which
have greatly multiplied their receipts, and have organised their

Work most successfully, because they have not placed imme-

diate stress on the building of a community house. nor on the

tbsolute equality of all the members of the commune, nor
upon the separation of the children from their parents, but on

the development of dairy work, of pig breeding, of vegetable .

growing, and not only on a scale satisfying the needs of their
own members, but for the provisioning of the towns, and have
tereby observed the principle of dividing the receipts accor-
ding to the quantity and quality of the work.
‘must openly admit that when members of communes ask
Our advice as to the advisablity of investing money in building
\ 4 community housc, or in socialised pig-styes, we reply to
h them; First of all you must organise your socialised live-
i stock breeding, your socialised cattle yard. Given this basis,
IQ\YO\“ revenues will grow from day to day, and in two or three
t\Yeafs.you will be able to build any kind of community house
“iYou like. But if you begin with the community house and
“y¥ith the introduction of perfect equality, then the matter may
,$urn out badly, ,
)

These are reasons rendering it necessary, as stated in the
theses, that in the immediate future model statutes be drawn
up for the artels, for the co-operative for the common culti-
vation of the soil, and for the communes,

7. The Question of the Cadres.

And finally the last question, the cadres. Here the point
of chief importance is to utilise, promote and train the cadres
growing up from below. Of all the organisational questions
of collective farming development, the problem of the cadres is
probably the most important. What cadres will be required
during the next three years? If we have 400,000 tractors by
the end of the Five Year Plan, this means that we need at
least one million tractor drivers, chiefly from the ranks of
the agricultural labourers and the young communists. The
onetime agricultural labourers are extremely valuable as fu-
ture tractor drivers. These are workers whose service in the
new economy is a part of their personal liberation from kulak
slavery.

Next come the foremen of the working gangs (field
work, livestock breeding, etc.). These occupy positions similar
to those of foremen in the factories. Skilled labour of this
kind is still entirely lacking, and we shall have to train it.
We need about 1.5 million persons.

Further, we need intermediate leading personnel:
mechanics for the tractor stations, agronomists who do not
merely draw up the plan of production for the collective
farm, but are capable of carrying it out. These are not
agronomists in the old sense of the word (these have only
advised the peasantry); they must organise the agricultural
undertakings. They are agronomic technicians. Our task here
is laid down by the fact that hitherto there has been an
enormous gap dividing the lower grades of qualification from
the highest. We must fill up this gap with all speed. Up to
the present there have been 1:3 agronomists of medium
qualifications to each one of the highest qualifications, and
now we must alter this proportion to 1:6. We require 500,000
agronomic technicians, }

And finally the highly expert agronomists. These again
are not agronomists in the old sense of the word. We need
agronomic engineers capable of managing a specialised branch
of economy, agronomists for the guidance of mecchanisation.
Therefore the old cadres of agronomists must relearn, and the
fresh ones must be taught on the new lines. We need 90,000
such specialists.

In many countries, and under the conditions ziven by
many economic structures, this task would be declared im-
possible of accomplishment. 1 have stated these figures in
order to give an idea of the gigantic nature of the task set
us, and upon which we must concentrate our utmost efforts,
This applies most of all to the head management of the
collective farms, for it will have to perform the greater part
of the work of training new cadres.

The importance of the cadre problem is well known ‘to
our enemies, and they are already laughing jeeringly in
expectation of our failure. The Mensheviki write as follows:

“. .. but the Russian village, as it is now, is perhaps
capable of submitting to force and joining the collective
farms in crowds. But it is not yet capable of creating
the great number of economic captains required for the
socialist ships.” (Dalin: “The Perspectives of Collectivi-
sation”, “Sozialist Vestnik”, 12th April 1930. No. 6/7.)

It is no easy task to make tractor drivers out of the

illiterate or semi-illiterate peasants who are the collective
farmers, nor is it easy to create organisers of areas of
hundreds and thousands of hectares out of the small producers
of yesterday, whose economic initiative has hitherto not
reached beyond the confines of a farm of 5 hectares. But we
have now considerable experience behind us. We have
invariably solved the problem of our cadres by permitting
ourselves to be guided by the principle that.

“. . . organisational talent is present to a great extent
in the peasantry and in the working class, and this talent
is just beginning to become conscious of itself, to awaken,
to desire to strive towards the great living and creative
work, and to take an independent part in the building up
of the socialist state of society.” (Lenin: “How shall we
organise competition”?) ’

We are convinced that with cvery step whicl) we take
toward the developnient of the large-scale collective farins:
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. . . organisational talent will be given the possibility
for advance, for participation in the administration of the
State. This talent exists widely among the people. It is
only suppressed. it must be helped to develop. It, and
it alone, supported by thc masses, can save Russia and
the cause of socialism.” (Lenin: “How shall we organise

competition?™)

* *

»

Comrades, these are the fundamentals. Enormous diffi-
culties face us. We shall accomplish thesc new tasks under
conditions in which the food supplies difficulties, cspecially
with respect to livestock breeding, caused by small and dwarf
peasant farming, are still extremely great.

Years will be required before the peasantry has really
been reshaped, the prejudices of the small owner overcome,
the artel converted into an actual free association of frce
workers.

Yecars of determined struggle will be required before tie
kulak is finally liquidated as a class. We have many violent

and inexorable conflicts before us with the kulak and his

agents, for it need not be said that the kulak will not abandon
his position without a struggle, — no class doomed to ex-
tinction has ever done so.

More than once we shall see in the Party, as reflection
of the resistance of the classes which we are liquidating, a
re-appearance of the “Left” deviation, and especially of that
Right deviation representing the chief danger at the present
juncture, and reflecting the ideology of the kulak. These

deviations will endeavour to exploit this or that unavoidable
difficulty to side-track the Party from the general line.

But however great the difficultics before us, we can say
with pride: We have developed our industry in these few
years, we have made the greatest sacrifices in order to give
industry the force which it must possess as decisively impor-
tant basis for the development of socialism, and during ths
time we have only been propagandists in the sphere of col-
lective farming. We have said to the peasantry: These are
the exemplars which you must follow .

It was not until the 15th Party Congress that the Party
set itself the immediate task of creating collective agricultural
undertakings.

Between the 15th and 16th Party Congresses we creatzd
on the Soviet and collective farms millions of collective
farmers who withstood the vacillations in the spring and
remained in the collectives, and formed a new stepping off
ground for the further offensive for the organisation of socialist
agriculture from North to South, from East to West, from
grain cultivation to livestock breeding and the cultivation of
technical plants.

Encouraged by the experience thus gained, we can state
boldly that basing ourselves on the general line of the Party.
correcting every error no matter where or by whom committed,
we shall not permit anybody to prevent us from carrying out
collectivisation to the end, and that is the creation of the
s?cialis)t state of society. (Enthusiastic and prolonged ap-
plausc.

Discussion on the Report of Comrade Molotov.

(Full Report.)

Comrade Abramov (Leningrad):

The report of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union observed very correctly that in our
practical work we do not pay sufficient attention to the quest-
ions of international education. This, however, does not mean
that there is no intercst in our Party and in the ranks of the
working class of our country for questions of the communist
world movement. On the contrary, the interest in the activity
of the Communist International is great. This interest has
sharpened particulariy in connection with the fact that there
were individual comnrades in the delegation of the C.P. of the
Soviet Union in the Executive Committee of the C. 1. who took
up a quite wrong awd unbolshevist attitude.

With regard to the report of comrade Molotov, it must be
said that our representatives have now taken up the correct
bolshevist attitude. With their immediate co-operation and
with the assistance of the Central Committee of our Party.
the E.C.C.L and the VI World Congress made a correct and
bolshevistic analysis of the post-war period of capitalism, a
correct Leninist analysis of the so-cailed third period of post-
war capitalism. With the support of the representatives of
the C.P. of the Soviet Union, the progranune of the Com-
munist International, the prograinme of the struggle for the
world dictatorship of the proletariat was prepared, draftcd
and adopted. With their support the sections of the C.I. were
consolidated and drawn closely to the E.C.C.I. The deter-
mined cleansing of the ranks of the Comintern both from the
elcments of Trotzkysm and from the renegades from the right-
wing camp, took place \nlh the assistance of our representa-
tives,

Whilst we are drawing up our account and expressing
complete approval of the activity of the representatives of the
C. P. of the Soviet Union in the E. C.C. L, we cannct go round
the qucestion of what standpoint the right-wing clements in
the Comintern with Comrade Bukharin at the head took up ‘n
the questions of the Communist International. Comrade Neu-
manu  said  that everywhere the right-wing renegades are
playiug the role of strike-breakers in thc communist mov.-
ment. This comes from the fact that the ideology of the right-
wing opportunists is a defeatist ideology through and through.
ft i . revisionist ideolegy.

The Bukharin tiicory of “organised conit; ¥om™ is a de-
featist theory for the proletarian revolution, Bukharin, who

obviously realised that he had drited into a blind alley,
declared suddenly, “Lenin connected the next revolationary exe
plosion directly with the coming war”, that is to say from
Bukharin's standpoint the development of the proletarian
revolution is only possible in the perspective of an unavoidabise
;mperialist war, Without war there is for Bukharin no revo-
ution.

It is not nccessary to say that the unavoidable phase of
new wars contains many further sources of revolutionary
explosions and will lead in the last resort to the collapse of
the imperialist system. The revolutionary explosion itself
results from the development and acutc intensification of the
class struggle in the epoch of imperialism and can therefore
take place without war.

Our Party, and certainly the XVI Party Congress, com-
pletely approves of the recall of comrade Bukharin from the
Presidium of the E.C.C.I. as the leader of the right-wingers
and as the ideological representative of the defeatist theory.
It is, however, not sufficient to recall him from the Presidium.,
Persons with a dcfeatist ideology must not be permitted to
remain in the E.C.C. 1.

The dccision of the tenth plenary session of the E.C.C.L
declares that unless the conciliators conduct an active struggle
against the right-wingers and show by deeds that they are
opposed to the right-wing elements in the Comintern, they
will place themsclves outside the ranks of the Comintern. This
decision must be a threatening warning for Comrade Bukharin.
Unless Comrade Bukharin abandons his defeatist ideology
and turns with determination against the right-wingers and
couciliators he will, according to the decision of the tenth
plenary scssion of the E.C.C. L, inevitably place himself out-
side thc ranks of the Comintern (applause).

Comrade Khitarov (Y.C. L)

We have undoubtedly entered into a new phase of revolu-
tionary advance. The successes of the Communist International
in the struggle for the consolidation and bolshevisation of the
Communist Parties following the VI. Congress are equally in-
disputable. Despite this, however, it must be placed on record
that in the situation of a new revolutionary advance a number
of the most important Communist Parties show a lagging bchind
in the organisational work as compared with the rate of the inten-
sification of the class struggle, as compared with the growth of
the revolutionary spirit and the activity of the masses. o
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In the Soviet Union we are able to register a ggantic
tempo of development, but unfortunately this cannot be said
of the work of our Communist Parties in the capitalist coun-
tries. The proletariat in the Soviet Union is attacking along
the whole front, but in the most important capitalist countries
the bourgeoisie is attacking whilst our Communist Parties have
either failed altogether to organise a counter-attack on the part
of the proletariat or have succeeded only partly. In this
connection anxiety is caused by the circumstance that during
the last few years there has been no numerical growth of our
Parties (with the exception of the Communist Party of the
United States), and that in a number of countries there has
been a reduction in the membership fixures, for instance, in
France, in Czechoslovakia, in Great Britain, in Austria, in
Sweden, etc. There is a strong process of fluctuation in the
memberships of our Parties.

What are the causes of the unsatisfactory state of offairs
in a number of our most important sections?

Many of our comrades like to talk about political mass
strikes and about the counter-attack of the proletariat, but are
unable even to organise the elementary economic struggles of
the workers in the factories. Many comrades talk about social-
fascism, but deny the necessity of working in the trade unions
and regard all those workers who still follow the social demo-
crats as a uniform fascist mass.

We can often observe a belief in revolutionary miracles,
for instance in Austria where our comrades belicved that the
working class would rise spontaneously in a struggle against
fascism in 1927 in connection with the taking over of power
by the fascist Schober government. As this did not happen,
the result was a certain disappointment amongst our Austrian
comrades. The enthusiasm for agitation without deeds, for
revolutionary phraseology is still very great in our organi-
sations — in the Parties and in the Young Communist Leagues
— coupled with helplessness and inability in practice to orga-
nise and lead the masses by tireless petty work.

In this connection it must be said that the daily practical
Work of our sections, and in particular their organisational
activity, shows great gaps. ‘The majority of our organisations
are not yet built upon a factory basis and they are therefore
weak; in many cases there is no daily connection® with the
working masses in the large factories. The work for the con-
nection of the individual branches of the organisation is also
weak, and the concrete leadership is absolutely insufiicient.
Very often we can observe autocratic methods of work and a
mechanical attitude.

The Y.C. 1L is that scction of the C.1. which has shown all
these deficiencies recently in a particularly crass form. Hav-
ing regard to the fact that the role of the youth has grown
very considerable to-day, this gives special cause for anxiety.
The role of the youth has grown particularly in connection with
the threatening danger of war. The imperialist armics, like all
others, are mostly recruited from the youth. The result of the
coming war will depend very considerably on the spirit of the
vouth. The role of the youth in the factorics is also growing
in connection with the capitalist rationalisation. QOur enecmies
are strengthening their organisations to win the youth. They
arc doubling and trebling their work amongst the working
class youth., In the most important capitalist countrics our
enemies have captured from 40 to 50 per cent of the younger
generation in the nctwork of their organisations.

Our sections, however. the sections of the Y.C. L
small and narrow organisations of the politically mature ad-
vance. guard of the proletarian youth.

This situation caused us to raise with all possible sharpness
the question of the necessary turn on the part of our sections
to mass work, at the V. Congress of the Y.C.I. This task
was also specially stressed at the last enlarged plenary session
of the E.C. of the Y. C.I. With the assistance of the Comintern
we have cxposed ruthlessly the weuaknesses of our movement

and raised the problem of the turn to the masses in all its,

importance.

The main blow is being delivered against the “left-wing”
sectarian tendencies who are at present the chiei hindrance
to. the development of our Young Comunist Leagues into mass
organisations. The “left-wing” danger in our sections is par-
ticularlggreat for a number of reasons.

At the same time we are fighting against the r)ght wmg

remain

tendencies which undoubtedly find their reilection in our ranks
and which represent the main danger in the present period
for the Parties and for the C. L.

By straining all our forces and continuing the struggle
which we have recently taken up under the leadership of the
Comintern, we shall carry out the turn towards mass work
in our scctions and shall succeed in maintaining the worthiness
of the Y.C.l to march in the front ranks of the Commumst
International (Applause).

Comrade Moirova.

A characteristic feature of the present situation is the
mass  participation of the workine women in the common
revolutionary struggle of the proletannat. Everywhere we sce
the working women in the front ranks: the strnggle in the
Ruhr, the events iy Lodz, where the working women formed
a living barrier in front of the tramways in order to prevent
them leaving the depots and breaking the general strike. It
was the working women in Berlin who began the protest
strike following on the May’ D'\y bloodbath. Then there
was the struggle of the miners in a number of countries, the
events in India and the events in China. Everywhere and
always the working woman marched in the front ranks and
they were very oftcn the initiators of the bitterest struzcles
(applause).

This participation of the working women in the revolu-
tlonary struggle is connected with their economic situation
in capitalist industry. The percentage of working women
engaged in industry in all countries has grown tremendously
as compared with the pre-war period.

The greater drawing in of women into industry in the
period of stagnation, in the period of crisis has, however,
undoubtedly resulted in a partial ousting of male labour
power from the process of production, that is to say, in a
gencral fall in the standard of living of the working class,
because in the capitalist countries the wages of the working
women are considerably lower than the wages of the male
workers. At the same time, the possibility of substituting
fcmale for male labour is a mecans. in connection with the
existing tunemployment, to bring about a general reduction
of wages.

The mass drawing in of women iato the process of pro-
duction intensifics the contradictions of the capitalist system
because capitalist conditions aiford no real maternal protection
and do not free the working woman from her cares for the
family and deprive the working class family of the housewife,
the only protector of the home. In connection with all these
things suicides are increasiny, child mortality is rising. pro-
stitution and crime in general are increasing as the accom-
panying circumstances of the decay of the capitalist system.

The reformist trade unions arc steadily losing the few
cadres of working women who formerly followed them. In
the year 1924\in Germany the women mecmbers of the trade

unions were 19 per cent of the total membership, in 1925
the female section had fallen 10 18 per cent, in 1926 to
16.6 per cent, in 1927 to 156 per cent and by 1929 to

15 per cent. In (reat Britain only 10 per cent of the trade
union membership is composed of women workers. In Poland
and Rumania the percentages are still lower, and in the
United States the fizure is from 1 to 2 per cent. The great
mass of the working women at present eagaged in the
process of production is unorwanised.

The last factory council clection in Germany showed
the social democracy that the maiority of the working wome:
follow the commmunists. In this connection the “Vorwaerts”
wrote: “It is characteristic that in a number of cases unsatis-
factory resnlts were obtained in those factories where female
labour predominates’™.

Recently numerous conierences organised by  social-
fascists, fascists and various parties, gronps and tendencies
have taken place aiming at winning the working women.

In their organisational work to-day ounr enemies use
many mcthods which they have copied fromm us. They spcuk
oi the necessity of forming factory groups similar to the
bholshrevist factory groups, but with an ideology in accordance
with that of the Christian and  social-fascist organisations.
They propose and are alrecadv carryving ont the apointment
af special factory organisers for the working women under
various titles, They cven dream of the organisation of a
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delegate system. The greater attention which the hostile
parties now pay to the question of the work amongst women
is not only due to the general revolutionisation of the masses,
but is also due to the fact that our Commuuits Parties are
also turning their attention to the work amongst women.
Therefore the practice of the right-wing deviation has
maintained itself on this field of work more than on any
other. This was expressed on the one hand in the fact that
the work amongst the masses of the working women was
leit in the hands of the women themselves whilst the Party
as a whole had nothing to do with it. On the other hand
attention was not directed to the decisive proletarian women
masses, namely to the working women in the factories. In
accordance with the instructions of the E. C. C. I. the question
of the work amongst women. was discussed at all the Con-
v <sses of the Communist Parties which took place aiter the
V1. World Congress. A series of resolutions were adopted
admitting the previous insufficiency of the work amongst
women and pointing to new ways for this work in accordance
with the general policy of the*Communist Intcrnational,

The percentage of women in the membership of the Come-
munist Parties is in general fairly high. but their social coms
position is by no means satisfactory. In this connection we
are faced with a tremendous amount of work.

Dozens of women’s conferences organised by our Party
in Germany, the first national conference of working women,
the factory councils election and the municipal elections showed
that the working women follow the Communist Party of Ger-
many. In the other countries also we are gradually beginning
to apply new methods of mass work in the form of conierences.
These conferences of working women organised by the Come-
munist Parties are taking place almost all over the world.

We must raise this field of work to the necessary level
in the Communist Party of the Soviet Union also. The lcading
role of the C. P. of the Soviet Union in the work amongst
working women is of tremendous importance. The success
of our work amongst working women on the international
frout of the struggle against capitalism depend to a certain
extent upon the success of the work in the Soviet Unioit
(applause).

Comrade Skrypnik (Ukraine).

At one of the earlier congresses of the Comnmunist Party
oi the Soviet Union | pointed out in the discussion on the
report of our representative in the Executive Committee of
the Comnunist International that we organised too few
actions in our Party and in the Sovlet Uxzion in the questions
of the Comintern and in the questions of the life and
activitics of our brother parties.

It must be said, however, that in the pcriod betwecen the
15th and 16th Congresses the situation has completely
changed. There are no important questions of the Comintern
which are not discussed in our Party. in the local orgasisations
and in the factory groups. :

The international work of our Party has grown-considers
ably. Above all circumstances are developing which demand
ioint actions, joint activity and an internal and political unity
of the sections of the Comintern. Secoudly, the questions of
the Comintern were put up for discussion in our Party in
conncction with the activity of the right-wing opportunist
elements amongst the representatives of the C. P. of the
Soviet Union in the E. C. C. I. who were actually the leaders
of the right-wing deviation in all sections of the Comintern.

At the Congress of the Comintern at which the leader of
the right-wing opportunist deviation, the representative of the
Sovict delegation in the E. C. C. I, Comrade Bukharin, drafted
his first theses on the questions of the international situation
in connection with the report of the E. C. C. I, the proposals
which were, apart from the representatives of the C. P. of
the Sovict Union, distributed amongst. all the members of the
E. C. C. L. were marked by a completely right-wing oppor-
tunisy standpoint,

They formed essentially a platform which served as a
starting point for all the right-wing elements in the German,
Polish and all other Communist Parties,

Ouly the alteration of these theses and the clear attitude

of the Central Committee of the C. P. of the Soviet Union

and its representatives in the E. C. C. L. towards the struggle
on two fronts against all and any deviations and in particular
against the open right-wing deviation and the conciliatory
attitude towards it, only this clear attitude prevented Comrade
Bukharin from continuing the work in the spirit of his policy
which deviated from that of the C. P. of the Soviet Union.
Last year at the session of the Political Bureau and at the
plenary session of our Central Committee, the leaders of ths
right-wing opportunist deviation in our Party made declarat-
ions directed against the Comintern and its leadership, they
declared that the Comintern policy led to splits and disruption
instead of to consolidation. In view of this fact it is extremely
significant that not one of the leaders of the right-wing oppo-
sition who signed the declaration against the leadership of the
E. C. C. L in January 1929, have exposed the untruthfulness
of their slanders in the discussion at this Congress on the
report of the representative of the C. P. of the Soviet union in
the E. C. C. L.

The situation of the Commiinist Parties in Westers
Europe and America shows that the right-wing opportunist
deviation is obviously becoming hostile to the Party, that
renegacy is becoming the hall mark of all right-wing opportu-
nist tendencies. Therefore the continuation of the ruthless
unswerving struggle against the right-wing deviation by the
16th Party Congress gains a still greather significance.

Further I will deal with the question which is playing a
growing role in the devcloping events, the national question.
The national deviations in their various forms are extremely
dangerous. In the cvent of war the social fascists will try to
exploit every fissure. I will quote as an example various
expressions of Ukrainian nationalism, for instauce, the Schumski
tendency (the originator of this tendency in our Ukrainian
party organisation has now abandoned his standpoint). We
can clearly follow the role played by this national deviation
in the liie of the Western Ukraine. At the last elections to
the Polish Seym the votes obtained by the treacherous parties
of the Second International were the votes of thcse workers
and peasants who were misled by the Schumski clique, by
the Ukrainian nationalists who split away from the Comintern,
This nationalist deviation prepared the ground for the extene
aion of the influence of our enemy over the working masses.
Then there was such a happening as the fact that individual
communists amongst the 21 accused in the trial in the Western
Ukraine, sunk so low as to declare beforc the court that they
remembered with pride how in the vear 1920 they fouxht for the

. independence of Poland, i. e. when the Polish bourgeoisie made

its drive on Kiev. Here we can see the line along which this
danger develops, the development of this deception which must
become especially strong in case of warlike ogeratious and
an attack of world fascism on the Soviet Union. The stand-
point of our Party in the national question is absolutely
correct. The policy of our Party nust be taken as a basis on
which to intensify the work of the other Communist Parties
on this field.

Let us teke tlhic case of the Ukrainian section of the Com-
munist Party of Canada. The organisation of the Ukrainian
communists in Canada is still national with the result that
there is.a certain cleft between the Ukrainiamg, communists and
the rest of the Party. Such phepomena greatly weaken our
work.

The commencing point of our communist organisation of
the proletariat must be the class. the proletariat and not the
nation.

One reads with pleasure that a speclal Ukrainian section
has been formed in Cuba, that a special Ukrainian section
has becn formed in the Argentine, but one cannot help but ask:
if the Ukrainian emigrants leave the nationalist camp and join
us with the wish to fight against imperialism, but in% national
isolation, in a national organisation, will they not perhaps
represent a nationalist and therefore hostile element in our
ranks and thus represent a great danger?

We must pursue our unswerving and bolshevist path, the
path of an iron strugele against all deviations, against the
right-wingers, the conciliators and the left-wingers, against
all and every nationalist dcviation from the policy of Lenin
(applause). (To be continued).
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