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!Drogrammatic Declaration of the C. P. of Germany

! on the National and Social Emancipation
f of the German People.

The Central Committee of the Comununist which by holding down the revolutionary movement, partici-
i Party of Germany, on the proposal of Comrade pation in capitalist rationalisation and complete capitulation
‘ Ernest Thilmann, decided on the following to the imperialists (France, Poland) has prepared the soil
| Proclamation on the national and social for national socialist demagogy.

emancipation of the German people. To this national socialist demagogy the Communist Party,
. of Germany opposes its programme of fight against fascism,
The German fascists (National Socialists) are undertaking 1S programme off éeal representation of the interests of the

at the present time the fiercest attacks against the German teililg masses of Germany. )
working class. At a time when Germany is enslaved by the " The fascists are rendering practical aid m the carrying out
Versailles Treaty, at a time of growing crisis, of unem- of the Young Plan by tolerating and promoting the casting
ployment and misery of the imasses, the fascists are of its burdens upon the working masses, by helping in the
c"deawouring by unbridled demagogy and loud radical phrases, carrying out of the customs and tax laws dictated })y the
under the flag of resistance to the policy of fulfilling the Young Plan (approval by the national socialist Reichstag
Ob]‘g?thns under the Versailles Treaty and the Young Plan, fraction of all proposals for increasing customs duties and
‘0 win important sections of the petty bourgeoisie, declassed taxes. Frick's poll-tax in Thuringia), by endeavouring to
l,me"ecma]s' students, employees, peasants, and also some hinder and throttle all strike movements against wage cuts.
t{,ouDs of backward and unenlightened workers. The partial The government parties and the social demacracy have sold
;hCCesses of the nativnal socialist agitation are the result of the goods and chattels, the life and existenze of the working
¢ twelve years treacherous policy of the social democracy, people oi Germany to the highest bidder among the foreign
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imperialists. The social democratic leaders, Hermann Miiller,
Severing, Qrzesinski and Zorgiebel are not only the hirelings
of the German bourgeoisie, but are at the same time the
voluntary agents of French and Polish imperialism.

All the acts of the traitorous, corrupt social democracy
are continual high treason against and betrayal of the vital
interests of the working masses of Germany.

Only we Communists are fighting against the Young Plan
and also against the Versailles robber-treaty, the point of
departure of the enslavement of all the workers of Germany,
as well as against all international treaties, agreements and
plans (Locarno Treaty, Dawes Plan, Young Plan, German-
Polish Agreement etc.) arising out of the Versailles Peace
Treaty. We Communists are against any payment of repara-
tion liabilities, against payment of any international debts.

We solemnly declare before all peoples of the world,
before all foreign governments and capitalists, that in the
event of our seizing power we shall declare null and void
all obligations arising out of the Versailles Peace; that we
shall not pay a penny interest on the imperiaiist loans, credits
and capitalist investments in Germany.

The fascists (national socialists) maintain that they are
against the frontiers drawn by the Versailles Peace, against
the separation of a number of German districts from Germany.
In reality, however, fascism, wherever it is in power. oppresses
the peoples subjected to it (in Italy, the Germans and Croats,
in Poland "the Ukraimdns, White’ Russians and Germans, in
Finland the Swedes, etc.). The leaders of the German
fascists, Hitler and his confederates, however, do not raise
their voices against the violent annexation of South Tyrol to
fascist Italy. Hitler and the German national socialists
maintain silence regarding the misery of the German speaking
population of South Tyrol, which is groaning under the yoke
of Italian fascism. Hitler and his party have concluded
behind the back of the German people a dirty secret treaty
with the Italian fascist government, under which they
unconditionally deliver over the German districts of South
Tyrol to the foreign conquerors.

We' Conimunists’ declareé that we do not recognisc any
violent annexation of a people or of a nation or a part of a
nation to another national State; that we do not recognise
any f{rontiers which have been drawn without the approval
oi the toiling masses and of the real majority of the
population. Weé Communists are against the dismemberment
and plundering of Germany carried out under the enforced
peace of Versailles.

The fascists (national socialists) assert that their
movement is directed against imperialism. In reality, however,
they conclude agreements with the imperialists (England and
Italy). Everywhere where imperialism enslaves, throttles and
shoots down oppressed masses of people, the German fascists
collaborate through their represcntatives. In China through
the Kapp putschists Wetzel and Kriegel, in South America
through the military mission of General Kuntz, in Austria
through Papst, the murderer of Liebknecht.

) We Communists are the only party which sets itseli the
aim of overthrowing imperialism and emancipating the peoples
from the power of finance capital. Therefore, we call upon
the'working masses of Germany to fight in the first place
against the enemy in their own country, for the overthrow of
capitalist rule and for the setting up of the Soviet Power in
Germany in order to tear up the Versailles Peace Treaty and
do away with its results.

. All parties in Germany, with the single exception of the
Lonlln}ums} Party, carry on coalition policy in the Reich, in
Prussla. Thuringia and the other provinces: all parties, except
the Communists, are coalition parties, government parties,
ministerial parties.

Only we Communists are against all co-operation with
the'boyrgeoisie, for the revolutionary overthrow of the present
capitalist order of society, for the abolition of all rights and
privileges of the ruling classes, for the abolition of all
exploitation. ‘

The national socialists maintain that the economic crisis
and plundering of the masses are solely the result of the

Young Plan; that the overcoming of the crisis will be alreadx
assured when Germany breaks the fetters of the Versaille:
Treaty. That is an impudent fraud. In order to free thc
German people it does not suffice to break the power oI
foreign capital, but the rule of the bourgeoisie in our own
country must at the same time be overthrown.

The Communist Party of Germany is developing the
fiercest political and truly mass fight against the nationally

We are fighting to save the toiling masses from the
threatening catastrophe.

We Communists declare that, after the overthrow of the
power of the capitalists and big landlords, after the setting
up of the dictatorship of the proletariat in Germany,
shall, in brotherly alliance with the proletariat of all other
countries, carry out in the first place the following

Programme

which we set up against the demagogy of the national
socialists: :

)

treacherous, antisocialist, anti-working class fascism. <

f
'

we

.

J

We shall tear up the robber Versailles “Peace” Treaty.‘

and the Young Plan which enslave Germany; we shall annul
all international debts and reparations obligations which havc
been imposed upon the toilers of Germany by the capitalists.

We "‘Commuhists will strive for the complete right of seli-
determination of all nations, and in agreement with the
revolutionary workers of France,
Czechoslovakia, etc., assure the possibility of umion with
Soviet Germany to those German districts which express the
wish for the same.

We Communists will conclude a firm political and
economic alliance between Soviet Germany and the Union oi
Socialist Soviet Republics, upon the basis of which the fac-
tories” of Soviet Germany will deliver industrial products to
the Soviet Union and receive food and raw material from the
Soviet Union in return.

We declare before the toilers of Qermany: if present-day
Germany is defenceless and isolated, Soviet Germany,
supported by more than nine-tenths of its population® and
enjoying the sympathies of the toilers of all countries, will
have no need to fear any attacks on the part of the foreign
imperialists. We point out to the workers of Germany that
it is thanks only to the support of the workers of all countries,
and with the aid of its unvanquishable Red Army, that the
Soviet Union has been able successfully to repel the inter-
ventions of world imperialism.

In contrast to the hypocritical fascist phrases against big
banking and commercial capital, in contrast to the empty
national socialist mouthings against the parasites and against
corruption, we shall carry out the following programme:

Having come into power we shall ruthlessly call a
halt to the machinations of the bank magnates, who today
openly impose their will upon the country. We will carry
out the proletarian nationalisation of the banks and annul
the debts to the German and foreign capitalists.

The wholesale dealers, the magnatess of commercial
capital are today driving the small shopkeepers to ruir.
throwing thousands of emplovees on to the street, destroyinc
the means of existence of hundreds of thousands of middic
class people, robbing the peasants and screwing up the
prices of articles consuined by the masses. When we have
come into power we shall call a halt to the machinations of
commercial magnates, nationalise wholesale trade, and creatc
powerful consumers’ co-operatives really representing the
interests of all toilers and freeing them from the predatory
profiteers. We shall shatter with an iron fist any speculation
taking advantage of the need of the toilers.

We shall annihilate the capitalist forms of communal
economy, expropriate the big house-owners without com-
pensation and quarter the workers and the poor population
of the towns in the houses of the rich. We shall graduate
according to the principle of classes the amonut of rent, the
price of gas, water, electricity, communication and all commu-
nal services, and reduce them to the minitmum for the prole-
tarians and the toilers possessing little means.

)

England, Poland, Haly,

— ——
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We shall put an end to the taxation policy of the bour-
" geoisie. By seizing power, taking over without compensation
the industrial undertakings, the banks, big house property,
wholesale trade, the working class will create all the
prerequisites for a class budget of the proletarian State. We
shall place on a absolutely sound basis social insurance of
every sort (unemployment, incapacity, sickness, old age,
accidents, support of war cripples and invalids and the
gependents of those fallen in the war), at the cost of the
State.

We shall free the State treasury of the German Soviet
Republic of all unproductive expenditure for police and
church, for pensions for the Hohenzollern princes, kings, dukes,
marshalls, generals, admirals who lLave either abdicated or
have been driven away, for ministerial salaries and pensions,
for the payment of reactionary officials, for corruption and
luxury expenditure of every sort.

We shall break the rule of the big landowners; we shall
expropriate their land without compensation and hand it over
to the poor peasants; we shall set up Soviet estates equipped
with the most modern machinery and give to the rural prole-
tariat the same working conditions as those enjoyed by the
city workers and draw millions of working peasants into the
work of building up socialism.

We shall sweep away with an iron proletarian besom all
parasites, big industrialists, bankers, junkers, big business
people, generals. bourgeois politicians, betrayers of labour,
speculators and profiteers of every kind. We shall shatter the
apparatus of power which exists for oppressing and enslaving
the working people. From the work place up to the German
Soviet government, everywhere the proletariat will rule in
alliance with all toilers on the basis of real and broadest
Soviet democracy. .

) By the introduction of the seven-hour day and the four
day working week, by a firm economic alliance with the
Soviet Union and by raising the purchasing power of the
masses, we shall abolish unemployment altogether. We shall
give to everybody the possibility of work; we shall place
all the productive forces of industry and agriculture exclu-
sively at the service of the toilers. We shall secure to the
working women and the working youth full political equality
with equal pay for equal work. We shall raise wages by
doing away with the profits of the employers, the unpro-

ductive overhead charges of the capitalist system of economy,
and the reparations payments. Towards all bourgeois
idlers and loafers we shall with Bolshevik rutlilessness carry
out the principle; he who does not work neither shall he eat.

We Communists bring to the toilers the programme of
their Social emancipation from the yoke of capital. We shall
kindle the enthusiasm of the masses to victory over the
bourgeoisie, for the social and at the same time national
emancipation of the toiling people of Germany. Only the
hammer of the proletarian dictatorship can shatter the chains
of the Young Plan and of national oppression. Only the
social revolution of the working class can solve the national
question of Germany.

When all workers, all poor peasants, all employees, all
working middle class people, men and women, youth and
adults, when all who are suffering under the crisis, from
unemployment, misery and exploitation, gather round the
Communist Party of Germany, then they will form a power
of such invincible strength that they will not only succeed
in overthrowing the rule of capital, but all resistance to them,
both at home and abroad, will be absolutely hopeless.

Therefore, we call upon all workers who are still under
the spell of the abominable fascist deceivers of the people,
to break definitely and finally with national socialism and to
join the army of the proletarian class struggle. Therefore,
we Communists call upon all workers who still follow the
traitorous social democracy, to break with this party of
coalition policy, of the Versailles peace, of the Young Plan,
of enslavement of the toiling masses of Germany and to join
the revolutionary front, numbering millions, with the Commu-
nists for the figh for the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Down with the Young Plan!

Down with the government of capitalists and
Down with fascism and social democracy!
Long live the dictatorship of the proletariat!
Long live Soviet Germany!

Berlin, 24th of August, 1930.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Germany
(Section of the Communist International).

junkers!

The Impending Capitulation of the Indian
Nationalist Bourgeoisie.

By V. Chattopadhyaya.

The political situation in India during the past few weeks
has been dominated by three main factors. Firstly, the
steadily increasing extent and intensity of the revolutionary
movement among the masses, sharpened by the rapidly
growing economic distress of the workers, the peasantry and
the urban middle class. Secondly, the “peace negotiations”
between the prominent nationalist leaders and the Govern-
ment in order to break the revolutionary movement. Thirdly,
the war on the North-West Frontier, which, while stimulating
the revolutionary struggle, is also a factor that is hastening
the ,.peace negotiations”.

Since the very beginning of the civil disobedience
movment launched by the Indian National Congress under the
leadership of Gadhi, we have steadily maintained that the
principal Congress leaders would, by the very nature of
their political and economic programme and their class
affiliations, be led to a compromise with the Imperialist
Government, that is a betrayal of the movement of national
independence which the National Congress declared to be
its goal at the Lahore session in December 1929. The whole
development of the movement during the past few weeks
has confirmed our appreciation of the situation in almost
every detail, and we are now nearing the end of the move-
ment as far as the bourgeois nationalist leaders are concerned.

The outer aspect of the negotiations now in progress is
that two respectable Indian gentlemen of the groups known
as Liberals and Moderates, namg:ly Sicr Tej Bahadur Sapru

and Mr. M. Jayakar, “applicd to” the Viceroy for “permission”
to see Gandhi in prison. But the real truth is revealed by
the semi-official Anglo-Indian organ, the “Pioneer”, published
in Allahabad, which in its issue of July 26th, published some
interesting facts. Among the “notable” Indians that have
been in London during the last three months is the Rt. Honble.
Srinivasa Sastrl, the only Indian member of the *Privy
Council” (a proot of his absolute reliability as an imperialist
lackey), who represented the British Government of India
as Agent General in South Africa and who is now a member
of the Imperialist Whitley Commission to enquire into labour
conditions in India. This imperialist agent, after consultation
with Mr. Wedgwood Benn, the I.L.P. Secretary of State for
India in the imperialist Cabinet, sent a telegram to Gandhi
in prison suggesting negotiations, and received a telegrqphl'f:
answer from Gandhi which was regarded as “encouraging”.
He therefore again sent a long cable to Gandhi and received
another reply which was “still more encouraging”. Therefqr:
the Rt. Honble. Mr. Sastri put himself in communication with
Lord Irvin's well known agent, Sir Tei Bahadur Sapru, who,
on behalf of the (overnment, has been moving between
Allahabad and Yerawada gaols and has brought together th"e
Congress leaders for mutual consultation in Gandhi's “cell”.
How anxious the I. L. P. leaders in Great Britain are to
bring about “peace” with the nationalist bourgeoisie and

“prevent the threatening disaster” to the British Empire is

shown by the fact that Femmer Brockway in the House of
Commons on July 27th, according to Reuters report cabled
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to India, suggested ‘joint consultation between Mr. Gandhi,
Pandit Nehru, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and moderate leaders,
rather than separate interviews” between the Voiceroy's
Indian agents and the Nationalist leaders, and that his L L.P.
colleague, the Secretary of State for India, replied tha$ “that
was really a matter for the Government of India and he
would see that the suggestion was conveyed to the proper
quarter”.

The suggestion was conveyed to the proper quarter and
the result was that the two Nehrus and other Congress
leaders were brought from Allahabad and elsewhere to visit
Gandhi, after letters had been exchanged between the latter
and the two Nehrus through the intermediary of the Viceroy's
agents, who did not publish the contents of the letters but who
kept informing Lord Irvin at every stage of the negotiations.

The Congress leaders after three interviews with the
Viceroy's agents, addressed a letter to them which was
forwarded to the Viceroy “with the permission” of the Con-
gress leaders, as they declared in a statement made to
Reuter’s correspondent. The contents of this letter have not
been published, but the “Daily Telegraph' of London alleges
that the Congress leaders have made it a condition that the
Labour Government and the Viceroy should give an assurance
that they will stand for Dominion Status for India at the
Round Table Conference, and amnesty for all political
prisoners. The Congress leaders are undoubtedly anixous to
come to a speedy compromise, and their desire to do so has
been strengthened by the “real facts” of the situation (i. e.
the social revolutionary develpment of the movement) as
presented to them by the Government of India during their
incarceration and their isolation from the masses. But the
Jearders are nevertlieless well aware of the feeling of the
masses, and it is the pressure of the latter that makes
Patel, who is not in prison, speak of the “blunder of ifutile
peace talks”, while it also makes it impossible for the
Congress leaders in prison to capitulate unconditionally. They
are obliged to make such conditions as will at least enable
them to win their followers over to an acceptance of a
compromise.

When the Sapru negotiations began there was some
apprehension expressed that Jawaharlal Nehru might oiifer
resistance. But the right-wing Congress journal “Tribune”, of
Lahore, in its issue of August lst, quotes with approval the
following opinion expressed by the sewmi-official “Pioneer” of
Allahabad. “There does not seem auny ground for the opinion
widely held that the young Nehru will prove an insurmoun-
table obstacle to peace. His previous conduct in moments
of crisis and his support of his father and the Mahatma
Gandhl on the other hand, lend wight to the view that
Jawaharlal Nehru will bow before the riper judgement of
tlle. two eider Congress leaders”. Nevertheless it is quite
unlikely that the Congr.ss leaders will participate directly in
the Round Table Conference in London on October 20th.
The same Tej Bahadur Sapru who is conducting the negotia-
tions with them is also very optimistic about the Conference,
for he and others believe that the civil disobedience
movement, even i it is not formally called off by the
C.ongress leaders, will slowly fade away by October. This
view is not confirmed »y recent developments.

What is ture is that the “non-violent” aspect of the Con-
gress movement,—which is now confined mainly to the boycott
of British goods and the breaking of forest laws,—is fast
dls:{p|>cari|1g'. There is z process of dificrentiation that is going
on in the Congress camp itsclf, and there is no doubt that the
oificial leaders will soon find themselves isolated. The youth
have already given the alarm that these leaders are on the eve
of a betraval of the movement. The betrayal has not yet taken
formal shape but has already begun, as is shown by the very
acceptance of negotiations with such a wellknown Government
agent as Sapru and the wuthority given to the latter to forward
a letter to the Viceroy. Toe exact conditions of the capitulation
have not yet been agreca upon, but the tremendous danger of
the revolutionary mass movement will compel both sides to
find the form that is necessary to preserve imperialist interests
on the one hand and be “inoifensive to national sclf-respect”,
oi the other. .

POLITICS

The Strikers in North France Shamefully
Betrayed by the Social Democratic Leaders,
By J. Berlioz.

In the course of the last week the reformist organisations
and social-democratic politicians have done everything possiblc
in order to sabotage the strike, which broke out against their
will and placed them in an akward situation.

In Lille and the neighbourhood the movement has come
to an end without the strikers being able to record the
slightest success. The same course is being pursued in
Roubaix-Tourcoing. In that case there would remain over
only the isolated districts of Armentiéres and Lys Valley,
where the revolutionary trade unions have stronger positions,
but which could not hold out if the chief centres had capitulated.

The splendid revolt of the masses of this district against
the social insurance law is therefore broken for the time being.

There has rarely been witnessed in France such a cynical,
such a vile peace of treachery as that practised by the
reformists and socialist leaders in this fight.

In numerous articles and interviews and in solemn de-
clarations the trade union burcaucrats endeavoured more a:d
more to reduce tiie aims of the strike and at any price 10
remove. from the demands the abolition of the workers’ con-
tributions to the social insurance. They maintained that in the
strike in Reubaix-Tourcoing it was only a question of a protest
against the form of the *‘fidelity premium” ordered by th2
textile Consortium, which was an affront to the *dignity” of
the workers. In addition, the employers, they said, must be
induced to take into consideration the increased cost of livina.
The reformist and social fascist lcaders never had in view the
victory of the workers as a result of the fight; they never
organiscd street demonstrations; they were against picketing.
After a few days they wanted only one thing—resu:npiion of
negotiations between the employers and the reforniist leaders.
They endeavourcd to make out to the workers that it means
a victory for them when their exploiters declare themselves
ready to enter into ncgotiations.

They ordercd the resumption of work after 15th of August
in all undertakings where the slightest wage increase has been
granted, or even promised, in order by this means to divide
the workers. Only a part of the strikers followed thcir slogan.
The number of workers who returned to work amounted to
only a few thousand, but nevertheless this created confusion
in the ranks of the strikers. The reformist leaders had placards
posted up forbidding the members of the reformist trade unions
to gather in front of the factory gates on August 18th to drive
away strike-breakers.

In spite of everything, however, the mains mass of the
strikers remained unshaken. It was therefore necessary to
intervene directly, in order to throttle the movement as quickly
as possible. Salengro and Lebas, the socialist deputies of Lille
and Roubaix, requested the Minister for Labour, Laval, an
old renegade of the Socialist party and a tricky politician, to
arbitrate in the conflict. Conversations between the socialist
leaders, the industrialists and the Ministers took place almost
interruptedly in Lille and Paris.

On the 2Ist of August the compromise was signed. The
traitors who had succeeded in damping down the fighting
of the wurkers represented this compromise in such a dema-
gogic manner, that they managed to get a meeting oi severa)
hundred members of the textile union to accept it. In twms
compromise the employers “pledge” themsclves, in the event
of the official index for October showing an increase in the
cost of living, to investicate the question of wages and to
grant a wage increase, provided the situation of the industrv
permits it.

On Friday and Suuday the workers, who rcaliscd that
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thicy had been left in the larch, began to return to work, it
is true with serious misgivings, but nevertheless in sufficient
numbers to cause the revolutionary trade union, which is
anxious not to become isolated from the masses nor to sacrifice
its not very numerous followers, also to order the resumption
oi work.

Roubaix and Tourcoing still remained in the fight. Léon
Blum, the lcader of social fascism in France, had by a number
of articles in “Populaire” issucd the appropriate catch-phrase:
The tremendous class struggle which has shaken these two
proletarian towns, is only a fight against the " digtatorial
procedure of a single person, the spokesman of the textile
cousortiaum, M. Désiré Lev. The slightest apparent concession
on the part of Ley, therefore, enabled the reformist leaders to
say to the workers that they had achieved a victory involving
a very important principle.

M. Laval, the Minister of Labour, gave emphatic support
to Blum's thesis. A suitable formula was found: The “fidelity
premium” is easily modified, the alterations consist mainly
in giving it another name, i. e., “stability premium”. This
formula is to be submitted to the next general mecting of the
textile workers of the two towns, and jt is practically certain
that the trade union leaders will help to get it accepted. In
Armentiéres negotiations are still proceeding on the minimum
coefiicient of the standard of living at which increased wage
rates are to come into force.

What will the result of this fight be for the workers of the
Northern district? None of the agrecments which have been
concluded guarantees any wage increase. The Lille indu-
strialists have already issued an announcement in which they
declare they have not promised anything, and that everything
depends upon the position of their industry. They are naturally
cndeavouring to represent this to be in an extremely bad way.
la order not to undermine the authority of the social demo-

~cratic leaders, they will doubtlessly grant a wage increase
of 10 to 15 centimes an hour, whereas the minimum demand
of the workers for the past few years has been a wage increase
of 50 centimes an hour.

The great victory of the employers consists in the fact
that the reformist and social fascist leaders have solemuly
confirmed the formers’ “fundamental” principle that, in the
regulation of wages, not the cost of living but the cconomic
situation shall be the decisive factor. The whole bourgeois
press is overjoyed ‘“that the social insurance law, which has
ifound a fervent apostle among the socialists, will be respected
in every way". (“Le Temps”.)

The workers are returning to the factorics with suppressed
anger: but they still believe that the employvers have definitely
sranted a wage increase.  When at the beginning of October
next the workers discover that they have been betrayed,
their fury will be tremendous. Our first task is to prepare
without hesitation the revenge which the workers will take.
We must before ail methodically organise the united front in
the factories on the basis of the following slogans: wage
increase of 50 centimes per hour and no workers® contributions.

We have committed mistakes in this respect. We did not
form any fighting committees in the factories in order to pre-
parc for the fizht. We had no strike commmittes, democratically
clected by the great masses. Our organisations were too
sectarian and made the mistake of lumping the socialist
workers together with the reformist leaders. Then, at the
height of the mass movement, our comrades were inclined to

> fall into the opposite error; to cease criticism of the reformist
leaders and to abandon the demands of the reformist trade
unions. This led to the neglect to organise the united front
in the factories.

We are in the midst of a great fight between the social
fascists apd ourselves. The mass movement against starvation
and the capitalist regime is becoming so powerful that the
retormists are compelled to endeavour with all mcans to
obtain the leadership of the movement in order to break it.
They have this time been successful. The next time things
will turn out differently.

The Political Situation in Turkey.

By S. Gastow, N

In Turkey a new party has been formed calling itseli the
“Party of the Free Republic™. The leader of tiis party is
Ali Fetchl, hitherto Turkish Ambassador to France. 65 mem-
bers of ihe Turkish Parliament have joined the Party, amoig
them being the Turkish Ambassador to England, Ferid. A
sister of Mustapha Kemal has also entered the party. The
President considered it necessary publicly to assure the new
party that he will adopt an unprejudiced attitude towards
it if it keeps to the principle oi the Republic and complete
separation of church from State. In order to coufirin his words
he withdrew from the people's Party.

In the programme of the party which has just been publish-
ed we iind, however, a number of further significant items,
such as the abolition of State monopolies, benevolent attitude
to foreign capital, friendlvy relations with the neighbouring
countries while closer collaboration with the League of Na-
tions is also stated to be desirable. The capitalist stock-
exchange responded to the reports of the organisation of the
new party with a rise in the guotation of Turkisi securities.
The foreign press is also speaking of the possibility of the for-
mation of a Cabinet of the new party with Fetchi at the head.

The fact of the formation of the new piarty and the going
over to the two party system is no longer a matter of sur-
prise; it arises from the social structure of Turkey, where
important strata of the bourgeoisic (particularly in the coast
districts) are closely connected with foreign markets and
foreign capital and consented only reluctantly to the natio-
nalist policy of Angora and do not conceal their interest in
a policy inclined more to compromise with the West. The
nuclei of the People's Party, which is supported by the bour-
weoisie and the lcading group of the peasantry, played a lea-
ding role during the war period and also during tiie last years
of economic construction. The opposition tendeicies, which
at first found expression in the organisation of various groups
outside of the party (the former Ittehadists, people's re-
publicans etc.) after the destruction of these groups sought
refuge in the vacillating strata of the ruling party. By degrees
they grouped themselves round Fetchi and his followers in
Parliament,

Fetchi proved himself to be a personality very responsive
to the oppositional moods, because, as one of the leaders of
the nationalist movement and a personal friend of Kemal, he
was not disinclined to deviate from the policy of Angora. His
compromising line in the question of the Anatolian railway, and
of the liquidation of the French tobacco monopoly, his:
irresolute attitude in the question of introduction of the Re-
publican Constitution and the liquidation of the Kaliphate, and
finally his rejection of sharp measures for suppressing the
Kurdish insurrection are well known. His vacillating atti-
tude in regard to the last question led to his resignation as
Prime Minister and his general withdrawal from the inner-
political arena. He took up diplomatic work and in particular
conducted the Mosul negotiations at Brussels and Geneva.
From his position as Turkish Ambassador in Paris he re-
peatedly advised the government to adopt a friendly attitude
to Western Europe.

The growth of the tendency to compromisc with im-
perialism- which led to the formation of the oppositional group
of Kemalism and the formation of a special party, does not
come unexpected. Rumours to this effect were current for
some months past and were accompanied by the furious
campaign of the Constantinople newspaper *“Jarnyn” (Mor-
ning) against Ismet’s policy. In view of the unfavourable
trade balance, the dcpreciation of the Turkish pound etc., this
paper designated the construction of railways by the govern-
ment as the chief item of its false economic poiicy. It was
argued that. instead of the construction of railways, main
roads should have been built and a sound trade balance
brought about in order by this mcans to promote agriculture.
In other words, this newspaper sought the solution in the
agrarianisation instead of the industrialisation of the country.

One of the most essential factors which undeimined the
normal economic development of Turkey aind hindered the very
modest beginnings of industrialisation, in particular railways.
was the debt agreement. According to this agreement. Turkev
must pay two million pounds-annually in respect of the old
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debts incurred by the Sultan’s government and for the re-
demption of the Angora and Baghdad railway. Together with
other sums, the total amount to be paid grew to about eight
ruillion pounds, which brought about a big budget deficit and a
fall of the Turkish pound. )

With the general intensification of the world economic
crisls the financial difficulties became still more acute and ]ed
to a falling off of demand and reduced income (partly owing
to reduced prices) from the export of Anatolian agricultural
products: fruit, wool, vegetable dyes etc.). Al this, along with
the bad harvest in the last few years, very seriously affected
the Turkish trade balance. The import surplus doubled last
year and reached 100 million Turkish pounds. The circulation
of money was disturbed and at the same time misery in the
village and unemployment in the towns increased. In its
endcavours to find a way out of the difficulties, the govern-
ment drew up an economic programme, providing for the
granting of credits to agriculture for the development of
cattle breeding and the stimulation of the textile and timber
industry.

The government did not pursue the path of a radical
agrarian reform, which would have increased the well-being
oi broad masses of the rural population, raised the purchasing
power of the peasant masses and thereby secured a big market
for the growing industry, The government obstinately com-
bated the attempts of the working class to improve not oniy
their political but also their economic position, The country
got into a blind alley. The Kemalists could not decide on
a radical change of their home policy and sought a way out
along the line of apparent least resistance — along the line of
negotiations with foreign finance capital for a loan of 30 to
40 million Turkish pounds with which to carry out the
economic programme.

This way proved equally simple as it was dangerous for
the national achievements of Turkey. The foreign financiers
imposed as a precondition to negotiations for a loan, the
sending of an “expert” to investigate the economic situation
of the country, to work out a “plan of financial restoration”
and to reorganise the system of finances.

Reast, the Vice-President of the Ottoman Debt Admini-
stration, went to Angora as a small edition of Dawes, and
left it at the end of June after long negotiations. His con-
clusions were not published but it became known that the
financial people laid down as a condition a “restoration” of
the whole of Turkish economy under control of foreign
experts, and at the same time demanded “guarantees™ for the
fulfilment of those obligations which Turkey had to undertake
in this connection. ‘

Everybody knows what the imperialists mean by a
“guarantee”: the creation of a government which possesses
the *“confidence™ of international finance capital, and  the
introduction of a more or less disguised form of foreign
control of the whole economic life.

Whilst among the leading elements of the People's Party
there were some who vacillated with regard to what attitude
should be adopted in face of the imperialist greed which is
striving to reduce the country again to a position of a semi-

colony, the revolt of tiie Kurds was a factor which
strengthened the position of the compromising elements. The
Kurdish revolt has not only rendered more difficult

the financial and inner-political situation of Turkey, but also
complicated the foreign political situation. The fact that the
insurgents had their headquarters on Persian territory led to
strained relations between Persia and Turkey. There arose
a situation in which Persia was able to appeal to the League
of Nations, of which Turkey is not a member. It is also
not quite excluded that the Kurds also will apply to the
Lc:}gue of Nations. In addition, the Turkish reactionary
gmlgrés began to get busy and gathered their forces together
in Syria with the dpen intention of making use of the revolt
for.tlle purpose of bringing about a restoration of the old
regime. The totality of these events was bound to influence
the vacillating section of the Kemalists and to strengthen the
camp of the open reaction. There arose a panicky mood
which had as a result that the Kemalist front, which hitherto
had been outwardly united, broke in twain.

Here we see a characteristic difference. In the year 1925
the revolt of the Kurds led to a strengthening of the radical
elements and the removal of the vacillating elements from
power. The Kemalists were welded more firmly together.

Today we witness the reverse effect. The Kemalist ranks arc
split and the supporters of a compromise with the West are

displaying increased activity.

Quite apart from the fact that the idea of a capitulation
to the West has not yet triumphed even among the ruling
classes of Turkey, one must bear in mind that in addition to
the People’s Party, there are the masses of toilers, numbering
millions, whose determination to fight against imperialism is
not declining but, on the contrary, is bound to increase in
face of the vacillations of the ruling upper strata. Should the
idea of capitulation be realised in practice in any form and
the national emancipation, which was bought with the blood
of thousands of toilers be jeopardised, then these masses
will have a decisive word to say.

-

Advance by British Imperialism in the
Balkans.

The Orthodox and the Anglican Churches to be United.
By M. L. ’

When the Orthodox Greek Church lost its head in the
person of the tsar, the three Powers, France, Italy and Enz-
land, immediately set to work in order to be able to use this
church as their tool. The Vatican likewise endeavoured to
get hold of this church and bring about its union with the
Roman Catholic Church. The efforts are by no means ended,
but the “interested parties” have to record with disappoint-
ment that the British imperialists have been able to
achieve a greater success tihan the French and Italians.

To gain influence over the Orthodox Church means to
obtain influence in the affairs of the Balkan States, just as did
the tsars by means of their “clerical” agents. A further
political advantage is that the head of the Church has a great
influence over the orthodox population in Persia and Near
Asia. Finally, it means an open protectorate of the counter-
revolutionary emigrés and an advance against religious cone
ditions in the Soviet Union itself.

The Conference at Lambeth, a Conference of the Anglican
Bishops of the whole British Empire, has just ended. One of
the special features of this Conference was that a whole
number of prominent heads of the orthodox Church wers
present, whose not inconsiderable travelling expenses were
borne by the MacDonald Government. Of the heads of the
orthodox Church there were present: the Patriarch of Alex-
andria, the Archbishop of Thyateira, the Rumanian Archbishop
of Bucovina, the Servian Bishop of Novisad, the Syrian Arch-
bishop of Epiphancia, the Bulgarian Bishop of Znepolsky, the
Cyprian Bishop of Paphos, the Polish Archimandrid Sabbas
Soviolofi, a number of emigrant princes of the Church etc.

A Committee was formed, the so-called Dogma Committee,
the task of which is to lay down the foundations for the union
of the two churches. The Committee consists of heads of ths
Anglican and the Orthodox churches. These efforts towards
union, which have now assumed a definite form, have to be
admitted on the part of the Catholics. In the Catholic missionary
review we read:

“The Anglicans with their wealth of funds have the
advantage of the Eastern Churches, who for the mos!
part are very poor. The resistance hitherto offered by
the Orthodox Church to Protestantism in the sphere of
dogma is gradually breaking down. The Patriarchs of ite
Nestorians in Mesopotamia and of the Greeks in Egvpt
are alrecady completely under the influence of the
Anglicans. D'Herbigny found in the Synod Hall at
Jerusalem no religious emblems but only English portraits.”

The proceedings at Lambeth form a key stone of a verv
tenacious effort on the part of the Anglican Church. Indications
already existed beforchand. Last year. when the Church Con-
gress of the Bishops was held in Cheltcnham, there was present
a missionary of the Orthodox Church, the Archbishop Germa-
nos, Metropolitan of Thyateira. He delivered a speech in which
he pointed out that there are far fewer differences between the
Anglican and the Orthodox Churches than between the Ortho-
dox and the Roman Catholic Churches, It is true, he added,
a union of the two Churches must be carefully prepared and
a Synod of the Orthodox Church must proclaim the union.
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The idca of the reunion of the two Churches is said to have
originated from the Archbishop of Canterbury.

The question was not ended with this theoretical discus-
sion. In “The Near East and India" we read that the Bishop
of Gibraltar, Hicks, was in Belgrade on behalf of the Anglican
Church and the practical negotiations have now begun. In
order practically to demonstrate the possibility of the uninn,
the Bishop of Gibraltar and the Orthodox Patriarch Dimitrijeo
jointly celebrated a solmn mass in the Belgrade cathedral, at
which all the leading clergy and nobility were present.

From Belgrade the bishop proceeded to Karlovice, where
he conferred with the “Holy Synod”. No details regarding
this conference were published.

“The Near Fast and India”
for this move had been going

Three
Belgrade,
sity of a union of the two churches.

It should be remarked in conclusion that this manoeuvre of
British imperialism with the Orthodox Church represents a
Strong material and political promotion of anti-Soviet and
white-guardist machinations.

also mentions that preparations
on for years.
years ago the Anglican Bishop of Gloucester was in

The Instigators of the Kurdish Revolt.

By J. B. (Jerusalem).

The {ighting in the South East corner of Anatolia, (the
Ararat district, or so-called Turkish Kurdistan) has been going
on for six weeks. The originally optimistic view of the situation
on the part of the Angora government has since given place
to serious concern. The number of troops engaged in the
task of suppressing the revolt has been raised to 60,000, and
in addition, the commander-in-chicf of the Turkish army, Fansi
Pasha, had been sent to the front in order to take charge of
the war-operations. The fight is everywhere assuming ex-
ceedingly bitter forms, particularly as the insurgent Kurds
have the possibility of obtaining provisions, arms and even
shelter on the other side of the Turkish frontier.

According to reports from Turkish and Arab sources, ft
can now be regarded as certain that the revolt was prepared
long beforehand. In spite of official denials, for months past
news repeatedly came, now from Baghdad, now from Mosil,
another time from Alenpo, that Colonel Lawrence, the very
talented agent of the British Secret Service, whose last great
“achievement” was the instigation of the revolt of Habibu'lah
in Afghanistan, was in the Kurdish district. The Kaurdish
“emigrés”, who after the defeat of the former revolts found
refuge in Iraq, in North Syria and in Persia, were energetically
enzaged in *‘negotiations”, the meaning and content of which
was shown with sufficient clearness by the slogan, put for-
ward at the beginning of the present year, of a ‘“‘united
Kurdistan embracing the Kurdish polulation of Iraq, Persia and
Syria” — of course under British protection.

The reactionary Turkish Sheiks, who considered them-
selves unfavourably treated by the centralist Constitution of
the Turkish State, and also the Mohammedan clergy, who
are opposed to the religious reforms which were introduced,
find in the backward semi-nomadic Kurdish tribes an equally
willing tool for religious incitement as the Kurdish peasants,
to whose requirements Kemal Pasha and the bourgeois
government have not paid sufficient regard. Once these
elements received modern weapons—and to supply them with
the same is precisely the task of the agents of the secret allics
and future patrons of the “Kurdish State”—everything was
ready for striking a blow. The new reactionary adventure
is supported by the “brother Kurds” in Persia and in Iraq, and
1 rapidly becoming a very scrious little war for the Angora
government,

Once this war has got fairly started, the time has come
for British imperialisin to throw aside the mask: the English,
fress can now come forward openly in support of the
«oPvressed”. The whole civilised world condemns the vile

‘bandits” i India, the “rowdies” in Egypt, the “robbers” in

ina and “pogromists” in Palestine, but precisely now
womething must be done for the emancipation of the unhappy

h“fdﬂ And soon after all the ontpourings of sympathy for
the heroic Kards, British imperialism openly reveals its designs
against Turkey, which maintains friendly relations with Soviet

where he delivered a series of lectures on the neces- -

Russia and in addition has committed the “crime” of refusing
to fuHil the Shylock demands of the British creditors of the
“Dette Publique Ottomane™.

The organ of the Colonial Office, “Near East” of 3Ist
July wrote:

“No one who knows the history of the Kurdish pcople
will be surprised at the temacity with which the Kurds, in
spite of the defcats at the commencement, offer resistance
to the organised forces of Turkey. Mustapha Kemal’s anxicty
is only matural, for whilst the Angora government is at its
wit's end how to obtain money, it must find it very annoying
to be compelled to concentrate grcat masses of troops in
the neighbourhood of Van and Bayezit ”

Translated into plain language this means: Mustapha
Kemal will be still further surprised by the “tenacity” of the
Kurds (to whom the question of money obviously plays no
role) if he does not very soon come to an understanding with
those who are behind the revolt, Mustapha Kemal has already
once (in 1926) paid tribute to the blackmailers (the “unhappy”
Kurds at that time only ceased to be “tenacious” when John
Buli had appropriated the Mosul oil wells). This time the
blackmzilers have raised their price. Kemal Pasha is given
to understand that he can purchase peace in Kurdistan at the
price of unconditionai capitulation in the debt question and
possibly also joining the anti-Soviet front. Another dirty piece
of business by Mr. Ramsay MacDonald!

Should, however, Mustapha Keinal this time not give way,
or only partially give way, British imperialism has still
another shot in its locker: The Kurdish movement will be con-
verted into a permanent revolt by a strategic-organisational
point of support being created for it on British territory. The
Kurdish centre Soleimanijeh (in North Traq) is mot in agreement
with the Anglo-Iraq Treaty. How could such champions of
freedom, as the English are, deliver over the Kurdish people
to the Arab majority! How could they egoistically think of
witixdrawing British troops from lIragi Kurdistan, whera the
unhappy Kurdish people cannot live without their assistance!
Troubled by pricks of conscience, the British press will now
really turn its attention to the problem of the Kurds: and even
H perhaps the extreme proposal of “complete Kurdish inde-
pendence under a direct British mandate” is not yet realisable,
nevertheless the compromis2-proposal that Iraq shall be divided
into two parts under the Personal union of King Feisal, who
is from on now to be described as the “King of Iraq and
Kurdistan”, and the Kurdish State thus created is to be big
enough in order later to appropriate with little trouble tic
“Kurdish territories of Turkey, Persia and Syria”, is meeting
with a “sympathetic response”.

For the rest, this idea fits very well into the British p}:!rns
of advance against the South of the Soviet Union. British
Kurdistan would form the most northern outpost for an attack
on Batum and Baku. Behind the fights round Mount Arar:_at
there is again to be seen international imperialism, which is
forging the iron ring around the Soviet Union.

IN THE CAMP OF SOCIAL DEMOCRACY

International Social Fascism Supports
MacDonald’s Imperialist Terror in India.

By V.Chattopadhyaya.

The Executive ‘Committee of the Social Fascist, Socia!
Imperialist International has just concluded a two dgys
session at Zuerich and has added another chapter to its glorlops
record of treachery to the working class and to the colonial
peoples. The full report of its proceedings are not yet to hgnd.
but from the summary of the second day's discussion contained
in the “Vorwarts” of August 24th, the organ of the German
Social Fascist Party, we learn that the originally planned
agenda was extended by the discussion of two problems —
unemployment and India.

These additions were indeed mnatural, for the British
“Labour Party™ plays a dominant role in that International,
and badly needs the moral support of the other European and
American Social Fascists for its policy, as these two problems
— unemployment and India — are just those that are exposing
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Mr. Ramsay MacDonald's “Labour” Government most ruth-
lessly as agents of British Fascism at home and lackeys of
British Imperialism in the colonial countries.

For MacDonald’s regime of terror against the masses of
India in their struggle for national independence, moral support
was given by the same Executive at its special meeting held
in Berlin on May 11th and 12th of this year, when a resolution
was passed which ran as follows:

“The Executive recalls the Resolution of the Brussels
Congress of the L.S.]l. which recognises the rights of the
peoples of India of self-determination.”

“It is convinced that through negotiations between the
British Labour Government and the representatives of all
sections of the Indian population that right can be
exercised under the safest and most effective conditions.”

“It is confident that the British Labour Government
will make these negotiations possible, that in order to
facilitate them it will consider an amnesty for political
prisoners as soon as possible and that it will conduct the
negotiations in such a manner that they will lead as early
as possible to full responsible self-government.”

That resolution contained mo word of condemnation for
the methods by which the interests of British imperialism were
being maintained in India by a member of the Second Inter-
national — suppression of the freedom of speech, of the press
and of assembly, bribery and corruption, brutal prison torture,
police and military terror, mass arrests, hangings and shoot-
ings, and government by machine guus, tanks, and bombing
planes. N

On the contrary, the Social Fascist International gave
every encouragement to the “Labour” Government to make
possible such negotiations with the Indian princes, landlords,
capitalists and nationalist and labour reformist traitors, as
might make it possible to make ludia safe for British Im-
perialism. )

But the resolution on India just passed at the Zuerich
meeting by these unabashed international agents of Fascism
and Imperialim goes even further than the Berlin resolution.
Its full text deserves quotation:

“The Executive takes cognisance of the deélarations
made by Comrade Gillies on behali oi the British Labour
Party and Comrade Brockway on behalf of the Independent
Labour Party, and renews the expression of its confidence
that the Labour Government of Great Britain will succeed
in giving satisfaction in accordance with the fundamental
principles of Socialism and of the Labour Movemeut, to
the demands of the Indian peoples for self-government.
It recalls the Berlin Resolution of the Executive on this
question, and expresses again the hope that the granting
of a political amnesty to India as soon as possible and to
as large a degree as possible, and the simultaneous
cessation of the movement of civil disobedience will make
it possible to carry through successfully the Round Table
Conference.”

This is exactly the hope that is being expressed by all
the thrce Imperialist Parties of Great Britain, but there are a
few rematkable features about the new resolution that need
pointing out. Firstly the political amnesty suggested is to be
granted “to as large a degree as possible”, reflecting the
change in the demands of Britsh Imperialisin since last May
wlien the Berlin Resolution was passed. Secondly, the Exe-
cutive passed the resolution after having heard not only the
official Labour Party representative but also Fenner Brock-
way, who calls himself an “anti-imperialist”. The resolution
was carried unanimously, the whole British delegation abstain-
ing from voting. In other words, while the British delegation
wished the support of MacDonald’s imperialist policy in India
to come unanimously from the rest of the International, the
resolution itself had the approval of Brockway also and shows
once again how the two sections of the “Labour” Party work
hand in hand. Thirdly, the resolution definitely accepts the
B‘ritish Empire as compatible with the fundamental principles
oi Socialism. for it urges the *“Labour Government” — not
to withdraw its army from India, not to abandon its repression
and terror, not to recognise India’s claim to independence,
but — to grant India “seli-government” i. e. scli-government
within the British Empire “in accordance with the fundamental
principles of Socialism and of the Labour movement!”

Once again, too, we have in the Zuerich resolution the

same imperialist phrase about the “peoples” of India (not
people of India), one of the cunningly invented phrases by
which British Imperialism has created the impression of the
hopeless diversity of races, religions etc. that make it absolu-
tely essential to maintain in India the whole murderous
machinery of the “Pax Britannica”.

If the Executive of the Second International believe that
their resolutions purporting to give support to Indian *‘self-
government will ever deceive the Indian masses, they are
sadly mistaken. The frantic efforts of these international

traitors to the working class to prop up the tottering fabric of ]

imperialism will be frustrated by the heroic struggle of the
Indian masses themselves, who clearly recognise the role of
Zuerich, Amsterdam and Geneva in the maintainance of the
vast system of imperialist exploitation of which they have
been so long the victims.

Their fight for fﬁ national independence and social
freedom will be contuined and succesfully terminated, notwith-
standing the bombs and guns of the Second International and
notwithstanding the cowardly compromises and treachery of
the nationalist bourgeoisie and of Joshi, Chaman Lal, ShivaRao.
Bakhale, Ginwala, Ruikar and Co — who arec the Indian
cownterparts of Otto Bauer and Fenner Brockway.

There is one other colonial problem that was dealt with
by the Zuerich Social Imperialist Fraternity. They protested

against the “extermination of the Kurds”, but they have not’

said one word to point out the bloodstained hand of British
imperialism in Kurdistan. The British Secret Service has
financed and armed the Kurds to revolt, and the Kurds
themselves probably believe that they are really fighting for
their national independence. But when even the bourgeos
world is protesting against this criminal deception practised
upon the Kurdish people by and in the interests of British
imperialism and militarism, the “Socialists” assembled at
Zuecrich have given whole-hcarted support to Britain's nciarious
Kurdish plans by expressing sympathy with Kurdish “in-
dependence”. At the same time, however, India shall not
be independent, but shall have self-government within the
British Empire. The contradiction is only apparent. India is
already a monopoly of British Imperialism and has to be
prevented from becoming independent, while Kurdistan has
yet to be cOnquered by British Imperialism by making tie
Kurds fight with British money and British guns for their
independence — from the Turks and Persians! Incidentally,
Britain’s military base against the Soviet Union is thereby
pushed up northwards closer to the Soviet frontier. It is
therefore no accident that the Second International intervenes
in order to help the Kurds to jump from the frying pan into
the fire. This too, is in strict “accordance” with the funda-
mental principles of socialism and of the labour movement

M. Vandervelde Goes on Tour.

By H. Valetzki (Moscow).

The President of the Second International, the one-time
Minister of the King of Belgium, is undertaking a trip to China
and Japan. M. Vandervelde has already had dealings wiih
China. That was in the year 1926, when in his capacity of
Foreign Minister he accused China before the Hague Court oi
Arbitration of a ‘“‘one-sided” dissolution of the Belgo-Chinese
Treaty of 1837 and protested most indignantly against the vic-
lation of Belgian “interests”, represented by the Concessiona:-
res and Missionaries. But all this is now past history. The
situation in Cliina has changed “for the better” since then. It
is possible to “have dealings” with the present Chinese govern-
ment, which represents capitalist interests, the more so as ths
government is urgently in need of the support of the imperia-
lists against the inner dangers threatening it on all sides.

The protean M. Vandervelde is therefore proceeding ©
China not as an official representative of the government, nar
as the head of the International of the social democrats, but
as a private person and scholar. He has been invited by the
“Chinese National Committee for Scicntific Research” in order
to give lectures at a number of universities on the conicm-
porary social movement, provincial and communal self-admir:-
stration of Belgium, international economic relations, and tie
organisation of peace. These themes, as one sees, are quii¢
harmless, which leads one to hope that during his public appea-
rance in China there will not be among his Chinese audi:ors
any tactless people to whom it might occur to remind the
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speaker of the role played by hlim in the old Bulgo-Chinese
disputes.

From China M. Vandervelde intends to return to Europe
by sea, visiting en route Indo-China; not perchance in order to
study on the spot the latest differences between the native
population and the French imperial power, but solely in order
— as his own paper, the Brussels “Le¢ Peuple” reports —
“with the kind permission of the French governmcnt of Indo-
China”, to make use of the opportunity to visit the celebrated
ruins of Angkor.

On his journey out to China Vandervelde is using the
overland route which, as is known, runs through the territory
oi the Soviet Union. To the sarcastic question of the Brussels
“Borsen Echo”, why Vandervelde — whose organ, to put it
mildly, is not characterised by any exaggerated friendship for
the Soviet Union, has chosen this route — our tourist replies

“the “Borsen-Echo™ should be aware that . . . tourists,
business people. diplomats, in fact missionarics and nuns,
make use of the Siberian railway now when journeying to

China, Japan., Persia (?) or other oriental countries, for

the simple reason that this is the shortest and cheapcest

route”,

Thus, Vandervelde is travelling through the territory of
the Soviet Union in a through railways carriage, and this
neither in the capacity of a business maun nor of a nun.

There was a time when the President of the II. Inter-
national displayed a very lively iutercst in the Soviet Union.
Let us glance back and sce how this interest found expression
in the various historic situatious.

The first time Vandervelde visited Russia was just before
the outbreak of the imperialist war in 1914. He was the first
and the only one of the leaders of the pre-war second Inter-
national to whom the Czarist government did not refuse a visa
to cnter the country. Vandervelde a few ycars afterwards
sutimed up the impressions of this visit in the words:

“Maxim Kovalevsky (a moderate liberal member of
the yovernment council G. V.) introduced me to Rodzianko.
the president of the Duma. 1 entered my name in the gold
book of visitors to the Duwna immediately after that of the
emperor’s widow . ..

The next occasion on which Vandervelde had to do with
Russian affairs was immediately after the commernicement of
war, on the 5th of August 1914. Vandervelde, whe had just
been appointed Minister by the King of Belgium, decided to
send a telegram to the Russian socialists in Petrozrad calling
upon them to “cease for the time being™ the fight against
Tvarism, in order to support the ‘I'sarist government in the
war against the Germans. Owing to lack of modcesty on the
part of the Tsarist Ambassador in Briisscls, Prince Kudashev,
it soon became kuown that the text of the telegram signed by
Vindervelde was the product of the joint creative labours of
the chairman of the Second International and the above-named
prinice. It will be remuembered that the sharp reply given to
this telegram by the Bolshevist fraction of the Dwna, the text
of which was found on Comrades J. Petrovsky and Bedayev
in prison, formed one of the chief points of the prosecution in
the trial of the Bolshevik members of the Duma. The Vander-
velde-Kudashev telegram thus playved the role of a mean provo-
cation,

In February, 1917, Vandervelde published appeals “To the
Russian workers™, “To the toilers of Russia”-and a leuilet,
“Russian soldiers, brothiers, rescue Belgium! The line was the
same as that followed in the telegram drawn up together with
nrince Kudashev:; the form however was adapted to the new
condiuons., In this leailet to the Russian soldiers Vander-
velde wrote:

“Reuaciion in Furope las three heads: The Tsar in
Petrograd, the Kaiser in Vienna and the Kaiser in Berlin,
You have destroved the first. lois now the task to destroy
the other two heads.”

In one of these appeals Vandervelde declared:

“Russian brothers, from now on vou are free men.
Your Belgian comrades. however, arce stull sloves, They
aplore vou to iree them: they are expecting from vou not
words but deeds™.

(I order to avoid anv misunderstanding, it must be oxplai-
ned that, Vandervelde meant the active help of the Russian
brothers to free the Beleian workers, not  from  capitalist

slavery, but from the German occupation in order to restore
the rule of the Belgian bankers and industrialists).

At the beginning of May 1917 Vandervelde went personally
to Russia, along with two other socialist Ministers, Albert
Thomas of France and Arthur Henderson of England, in order
to oppose the withdrawal of revolutionary Russia from the
imperialist united front of the Entente. He exerted his in-
fluence on Kerensky aud Zeretelll in this direction not without
success. He declared. the “extremists” are against the war,
only because in this revolutionary Commune there are many
foreigners, cosmopolitans and above all Jews, who are fettered
by catchwords originating from Germany”. Upon the invi-
tation of the Commander-in-chief, Genecral Alexeyev — who
according to Vandervelde's words was the “embodiment of
Slav courtesy”, — he weut to the front in order to inspire the
soldiers to the oftensive . . . He declared to the soldiers:

“This Red Flag under which you are fignting is also
our flag . . . If they (the German soldiers) fire at you
and attack your flag, will you not then defend yourselves?

You wili drive them right back into their towns, shut them

in there and bring freedom to your enemies at the point of

the bayonet.”

(In order to avoid any misunderstanding it should be
remembered that Vandervelde uttered these words in July
1917, and not in the yeurs 1919/1920: not in the years of
Euteutc Intervention against Soviet Russia, when his own
friends attacked the Red Flag and fired at the Russian workers
and peasants, when the Government of which he was a member
recognised Koltchak.)

Vandervelde's next attempt actively to interfere in the
affuirs of the Russian revolution was in the year 1922, in con-
nection with thé trial of the Social Revolutionaries. This time
Vandervelde came to Russia in his capacity as lawvyer, as de-
fending Counsel of the Russian “Girondists” against the “ven-
geance of the Jacobins™, After making scandalous and ridi-
culous “juridical” statements in deience of paid agents of the
foreign imperialists and organisers of abomimable terrorist
attempts on the lives of leaders of the proletarian revolution,
Vandervelde, along with his colleagues, deemed it advisable to
packh up and go home before the couclusion of the trial.

Three years later. before the Belgian parliamentary elec-
tions, Vandervelde, in view of the svmipathy of the masscs
oi+Belgian workers for the Soviet Union. made recognition
of the Soviet Union by Belgium one of the chicf planks in
his election platiorm. In the new government Vandervelde
took over the post of Foreign Minister. But the elections
were over and there existed no nccessity to juliil the dema-
gogic pledege which had been given solely for the purpose of
catching votes. The government, in which Vandervelde also
occupied the post oi a deputy Prime Minister, was nothing
but a usual executive ergan of the bankers and industrialists,
And now Vandervelde., at an interview which he gave in the
Autiinn of 1925 in Locarno to a group of journalists, to the
guestion how matters stood with regard to the recognition by
Belsimm of the Soviet government, made the jollowing listoiic
AHSWCr:

“There is no need whatever for us to hurry in (he
matter; they need us much more than we need them'™.

At the end of 1927, aiter the currency had been stabilised
at the cost of the toiling masses in the interests of the cliques
of stock-exchange speculators and  with  the actual  parti-
cipation of the secial democratic Ministers, the Belgian socinl
deneerats leit the government.  There was, however, no
immediate prospect of an election, and thus the sociaf.dene-
ctratic press was able, without any dentgogic manoenvres,
to indulge in the most volyar incitement against the Sovict
Union. At the Congress of the [ International held at Brasscls
in August 1928, Vandervelde declured in his opening speech:

“In the Sovict Union we withess o dictatership whose
home policy consists of svstematic acts of violence. and
whose foreizn policy epenty or covertly spares (1) tie

Hotrgeois covernments and thereby strensthens them!

Bt now new clections arce approaching, ad news ve-
carding the arandions Five-Year Plun of socialist constinies
tion in the Soviet Unien and the successes already achievad
in this sphere is bewinnine to reach the masses iv spite of oi
tie flood of shameful lics of the social derocrats, while e
developing cconnmic crisis s wlso awakening in the itassos
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sympathy and interest for the Soviet Union.  Aud Vander-
velde, this accomplished hypocrite and past-master of den-
couy, who for the moment is in “opposition” to the goveri-
ment, is beginning once again to mingle with his campaign of
calumny and incitement against the Soviet Union, declaratious
on the necessity of its “recognition”.

In February last, during the debate in Parliament on the
Forcign Office .budget, Vandervelde delivered a great speecil,
in which he pointed out that in spitec of his hostility to e
“Moscow system of government”, Belgivm could derive poii-
tical and in particular cconomic advantage by recognisig
the Soviet Union. I declare™ said Vandervelde in conclusion,
“that on the day of the formation of a government which
accords with our principles (1) we shall fmmmediately cater
into negotiations on the renewal of diplomatic reiations witi
the Soviet Union.

In his reply M. Hyman, the Beigian Foreign Minister, coit-
ied himseli mainly to emmmerating those arZitients against
the recognition oi the Soviet Union which only a few youars
aro the then foreign Minister, Vandervelde, brought forward.
Hyman, amidst the general laughter of the House. quoted at
lengtn the answer given by Vandervelde in tlic yvear 1925 in
repiv to the interpellation of the Communists.  Vandervelde
at that time pointed to the incidents which had occured in the
Jast fow moenths in England and France (he rvaid on the
“Arcos” in London ete.) which for him proved the inexpediency
of an o immediate recoomtion of the Soviet Union.  Vandei-
velde had then reminded the House that

“Belgian enterprises in pre-revolutionary Russia are csti-

mated at 3300 million Geld Francs, and that we (1) have

tiic doty to think nct only of the interests which we
might have in the futare in Russia.c but also oi the interests
ot the past.”

ta conciusion. he took the opportunity of peinting w a
nrther obstacle to the recoweition of the Soviet Union, namely,
“the suifering Georgian Republic, which has already  long
heei vecognised by us and which is determined not to perish,
Hyman added. M. Vandervelde referred in his speech t9
abandant material on the sitzation in the Soviet Union. T pos-
sess no dess detailed infermation:  not only extracts irom
“Bulictin of French induestrv™, which the honcrable menther
has read out heve, but also material which important socia!
democratic newspapers pubinsh and which is directed against
the Soviet Union.

In the Tast few manths Vandervelde has developed feverish
activity in the interests of civilsation, of trade. peace ete., for
a practical sober and advantazeous policy i reward to the
Soviet Union. withont for & wmoment having  ceased  active
participation in the anti=-Sovicet campaizn of the Lahour and
Socialist International Gocluding ioint avthorship of the Mani-
1estn issued by the Mav Plonum of the Laborr and Socialist
Iiternational addvessed to “all workers of the Soviel Union™
and cailing for the overdiirow oi the Soviet Power).  But
clections are avain approaching in Boeleimm, and therdiore be
coites torwaard asoan Chonest, disinterested ancarator” anrd
calls tor a nulder poliey towards the “great comutry in which
creat events are tak o place”. At the pioment when M. V-
dGorvelde, Hke nmny Ttoarists business people. diplomuas, mis-
stenaries and nunsTo s travelling in oo sleeping car across e
teristary of the Sovier Uinten, it may ot be out of place o
caibotoo mind the maniifold clhianges of standpoint adopted to-
werds the Soviet Union by s clobe-trotter i the course ot
the tast Titeen vears,

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Declining American Federation
of Labour.

by

Sam Darcy.
] Waorkers have been Jeaving the social-fascist ann fascist
HHos i the Uvited States by hendreds of thowsands. This
oadinitted by ey enoan oificial United Sttes covernment report

based on iigurcs supplied by the American Eederation of Lavoa-
and closcly allied organisations.

This report published in the Monthly Labour Review, or i
oi the Department of Lubour, consists chiefly of a compari-o
of the sitvation obtaining in 1926 and in 1929, The figures are
of course gross exaggerations. The report refuses to acknow-
ledge the practical destruction of the A. F. of L. needle workers
union during the past few years, the loss of hundreds of tho..-
sands of members by the United Mine Workers of Anmeric
the wiping out of the textile workers union with an insig:i-
ficant exception in a very minor part of the industry (in!l-
fashioned hosicry), etc.  Yet the iacts offercd indicate clear!.
cnouxl the answer of the workers to the activitics of thie A. I
oi L. burcaucracy.

During the three ycars coverced, the report adiiits a ne
loss oi 112,272 members for all the unions involved out of o
somewhat over two million members which are claimed. Tins
loss was sustained chiefly in the basic and war-industries o
the country.  The railroad unions alone sliow a loss of over
two hnndred thousand mombers. Those railroad unjons direciiv
atiiliuted with the A, F. of L. do not show any loss beca
of the return i 1929 of a previonsly expelled railroad ¢
unicir from the A, F. oi L. the Brotherhood of Railway aid
Stearaship Clerks with a mewbership of 133000, Tie
loss to all the various crait unicns incleding the A, F. o i
totalled 81,894 members, O all the unions.concerned in thes:
losses one of the most significant is that of the “lim crow’
Associution of Colouwrcd Railway Trainmen which lost Iy
ciembers out of its pitita' total of 4300,

In the group of mining and mincral extraction workoes
the official ficitres report a loss oi 50,000 mebers.  That i
actial loss is several times larzer than this can be seen 100
the fact that the United Mme Workers of America are listet
as having 430,000 members i 1929, wliercas 1t is well kiow.
that not more than one quarter of this number, chizily anthra-
cite miners have remained in this nnion.

In the basic branches of the metal industry similar Iosses
are wdniitted,  The Internationa) Brotherhood of Boilermukers.
Iron Ship Builders, and Helpers of America ackrowledges
loss of over 3.000 members out of its total of 23000, s
despite the sweet overtures oi Green to Hoover begging ¢
union label on American shippine and navy boats 1 reo
tor energetic support by the AL F. of L. of the new and greater
wur progratinie before and aiter the London Naval Coinderci.e.
Thve Union which inchides thie aircrait workers was ¢ut in haln
And so on all the way thr\rmqh.

ne

In the clothing, shoe and similar unions, a loss of 20.4r
micmbers is ackilowledged.,  That tlie loss Qs jar greeter
be seen by the fact tiat the International Ladies Garnier
Waorkers Union is hited as haviidg 87.000 membesrs.  This une
acltually has less than 5006, and even these are mostly non-
dues paving.  ‘The United Garment Workers is alleged o iner
85000 members. It has barely 20 per cent of this amount a
these are concensrated in a comparatively unpmportant part of
the industry, thie over-all line.

I the textile indnstry, while tie official A JFL of L. figeros
adieit o loss of 3,000 anermibers o tie American Federaun
of Textile Operauves, the membership being redoced i
Phean o oo ey stll clrim 36000 members in the Ly
Texrile Workers of America. This is a niost fancdally exs
aevated diware.” Even tiie Department of Laboury coppnens ot
it is that this decs not represent acteel meviheesbip brtieren
“vVotine sirenath™ in the A Fooi L.

Wiich
| RN

N

Tie treniendons losses sufferca by the Al FLoof L.
thev do not ver cehnow edye is evadeneed byt
tict the Americon Federation of Mosicians seli chal ne i 1o
125,000 miciibers. thie same fieure as for 19200 1t has beeov
cormman hnowledoe that the crisis anmeaest nrisicians 1 g
Uited States brocsiit on by the rremendoss exicitsion of .ab
King pictires and othier mechanical devi es has declassed icng
of thousands of mesicrans aind praciically wiped oot this oo
flonvishing orgamisation. leaving nothing but a treasury. 1%
treasory is now beiig used inoa paihetic attempt o wia Ui
Puhlic azainst “canned music™ <o tathing pictrres, radis vl
trola. cte. -= and for aticnaing concerts,

also

Thie report cliiing seriows progress for only one arown
unions, These are the vnions wiich incdude the wovernaod

A g
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emplovees. Even in this list, however, it is not the labonrers
or other actunal manual workcers which increased orgauisation
but the most vilely corrupted groups of govermment employees.
Thus, for example, the International Associution of Police
Women doubled its membership from 300 to 600,  The two
unions which include the postmasters, the worst slave drivers
possible, increased their membership by over 4.000,  The
‘American Federation of Tcachers claims an increase of 1300,
This Tast is, however, very doubtful.

The building trades. according to the oificial reports, have
been holding their own during the three vears under considera-
tion. However. because of the tremendons crisis which this
industry is sufiering from at the present time, where in many
sections between 45 to 60 %¢ of the workers are uncmploved,
these unions have also lost considerably. For some time tie
ofiicial figures as shown in the voting strength in the A. F. oi
L. will pot reflect the tremendous losses oi meiabership which
they are sufiering from.  Especially the larger of the various
craits have accumulated hundreds of thousands and even mil-
fions of dollars in their treasuries and will continue to pay
their per capita in the A. F. of L. out of these funds irrespective
of actual dues payments within the unions. This is done by
the bureaucrats so as to better enable them to jockey for
power against one another. The perspectives especially for
this group of unions auger their further weakeniug. The buil-
ders have already reduced wages by at least 35 per cent in
by far the greatest part of this industry. Thus thoagh a car-
penter’'s wages in New York is still officially $ 13.20 per day.
there are almost no carpenters getting these wages at this
moment which is supposed to be the height of the season. Be-

cause of economic conditions the carpenters leave the reactio-

uary unions which are doing nothing to help themn ont of the
misery of unemployment and go to work for as little as three
dollars per day. The National City Bank, one of the biggest
investors in heavy industry declared in commenting on this
situation that “wages must come down” if industry is to
survive.

The A. F. of L. is in the period of its senility. Next year
marks its fiftieth anniversary. It cannot and will not lead the
workers in defence of their interests against the wage cuts
and worsening conditions which are being carried through.

The Lovestone and Trotzkyite oppositions find common
wround against our Communist Party on the trade union
question. They wail about the danger of deserting the American
Federation of Labour. They cry against the isolation from the
masses which will inevitably result from “exaggerating” the
possibilities of the new revolutionary unions. They shout that
we must reach the masse through the A. F. of L. This opor-
tunist sentiment has even found echo within our Party in the
articles of Comrade Staehl, during the pre-convention dis-
cussion.

This point of view has roots in the history of our Party.
Even at the time of the Sixth Congress of the Comintern in
October 1928 there was considerable speculation on the
question of a possible new era of growth for the A. F. of L.
‘I'hhis point of view never considered that the will oi the masses
mnight settle this question. Nor did they conceive of the Com-
munist Party and revolutionary trade unions as a factor in
determining the will of the mases. The workers are in fact
writing the answer to the rencgades in bold letters by leaving
the A. F. of L. in hundreds of thousands. The right wing.
Liowever, has developed a schienme of possible historic develop-
ment fatalistically based on the will of the bourgcoisie to force
the working class into the A. F. of L. so as to have the situ-
ation more in hand. Our Party has siuce left these profound
thinkers to their speculative tasks and proceeded with its own.

While the A. F. of L. continues to decline, a glorious
opportunity for revolutionary trade unionisin was opened with
tie successful Cleveland conference which formed the Trade
Union Unity League. It is now about one vear since that conie-
rence . A thorough examination of that year’s work must be
made, the sharpest and most constructive critical faculties
must be brought to bear and then all possible forces must be
tiirown in to help the Trade Union Unity League become ‘he
wreat class defender of the workers that the historic moment
calls upon it to be.

4

"l‘he 5th Congress.of the Red International of Labour
Unions, now meeting, will undoubtedly provide the lead neces-
sary to accomplish this task. -

SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION
IN THE SOVIET UNION

The Workers’ Delegations in the
Soviet Union.
By Albert Inkpin

During the month of August delegzations from cleven diiic-
rent countries have been visiting the Soviet Union under the
anspices of the “Friends of Soviet Russia” and as the guests
of the Central Council of the Russian Trade Uunions, I these
delcgations, almost all of which cousist exclusively of wor-
kers, immnmerable trades and industrics have been represcented,
and members of various political partics and non-party workers
as welt all have their place. There are to be foumd textile
workers from the industrial North of France, where the great
strike movement against the new impositions on wages (social
insurance laws) is now in progress, as well as from the textile
arcas of Yorkshire in England and of Mansield in Germany,
where strikes against wage reductions have just concluded and
the workers have been forced back into slavery after bitter
and protracted struggles in which the reformist trade union
leaders and Socialist politicians have played their customary
strikc-breaking role. Workers and peasants, men and wouiieh
alike. clectede by their fcllow workers in the factories and
other cnterprises, travelling to and from the Soviet border on
monivs subscribed by their fellow workers for that purpose,
are visiting the Soviet Union for the first time to see with
their own cyes the progress the Russian workers and peasants
have made in the building of Socialism in the first prolctarian
state.

I visiting the Soviet Union the delegates have not merely
crossed a frontier and passed into a new land. They entered
a new world, a world where the workers and peasants are
the ruling class, where the bourgeoisie and its social ordcer,
with its conscquent toil and suffering and misery for the
workers, have been swept away, and where the workers
and peasants themsclves, under the sure and certain guidance
of the Communist Party, are building a new social order,
a new civilisation, bascd on the teachings of Lenin and Marx.
Wherever they have journeyed in the Sovicet Union they will
have witnessed the results of the great Five-Year Plan that
are manifesting themscelves on every hand. They will have
seen the workers and peasants, conscious of the fact that they
labour now for themsclves and their class, prepared to sustain
any temporary hardships in order that that Plan can be brought
to fruition in the speediest possible time.  They will have
observed the enthusiasm with which the workers themselves
scck to stimulate production, the shock-brigades in the work-
shops and factories, the friendly but keen rivalry between
shop and shop, mill and wmill, mine and mine. which has resul-
ted in increasing industrial outpat to an extent that far trans-
cends the level of 1913, They will have learnced, at the same
time, how uncmployment is disappearing, how waxes have
been jnercased, the hours of labour reducced and the sccial
conditions of the workers immensurably improved  They will
have secn the rise of new towns. with houses for the workers
planned to give a maximum of hght and air. In schools and
universities they will have watched the feverish development
of cducational and cultural activity, which in a few vears will
climinate the illiteracy once rampant amongst the Russian
masses, and transtorm them into the best educated and most
culturally developed peonle in the worid.

And now these worker-delegates return to their own
Lands: to the Encland of the MacDonald “Labour™ Governmeit
and the unemployed row numbering two million; to the Ger-
many of Zorgicbel and the Young-Plan, where the workers are
being throttled to squeeze out more surpius value o maintain
the rate of profit and af the same time to mect the tribute
to forcign capital: to the France of the fascist insurance laws
imposing new burdens on the falling wages of the working
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class. Bverywhere to capitalism, to dwindling wagces, leng-
thening hours, social-democracy and labourism, unemployment
and the hard, grnm strugele for bread. For every honest and
aenuine worker the lesson is clear: The Soviet Union mast at
all costs be saved irom attack; the Russian workers and pea-
sants vave shown the way by which alene the social and cco-
nomic. emancipation of the working ciass can be achieved.
These great deeds that speak aloud drown the pitiful whlmner-
ings or the petty-fogging distorters and “interpreters”™ of
Murxism. no matter how cunningly their phrasces about *‘par-
liamentary demacracy”, “peaceful evolution” etc. are turned
in the endeavour to cover their social-fascist intent.  No
wonder M. Tardicn refuses passports to French workers to
visit the Soviet Union in the vain hope that by this means the
truth will be prevented from being brought out!

In the organisation of these delegations the Intcrnational
Committee and the national scctions of the F.O.S.R. perform
a very important and necessary task. Tney are a mceans to
the establishment of a real bond of kinship between the workers
oi western Europe and America and those of the Soviet State.
They give increasing opportunitics to the workers of capitalist
countries to learn from their own elected representatives the
truth concerning the Soviet Union, thus counteracting the lies
and mnsrepresentatxons of the capitalist, social-democratic and
“labour” press. The delegation campaigns bring the F.0.S.R.
into close contact with ever widening circles of workers,
provide opportunities for the creation of groups and committees
in the workshops and factories and for building up the
“Fricnds of Soviet Russia” as a real mass organisation, based
upon the widest possible united front from below. And it is
that which constitutes the principal task of the P.O.S.R. and
is the end to which the organisation of dclegations is one of
various means.

In order, therefore, to strengthen our work and to slablhsc
the results already achieved it is necessary that the national
sections of the F.O.S.R. should review the political and organi-
sational forms of their work, the successes achieved the diffi-
culties encountered and the mistakes and weaknesses that
have manifested themselves in the Course of the delegation
cainpaigns. What measure of success has attended the dele-
gation campaigns? How has our propaganda been received
by the workers? What measures were adopted to secure
the election of delegates at mectings of workers in factories
and workshops, to what extent were these efiorts successful
and the reasons why bigzger successes were not achieved?
How far were the campaigns utilised for recruitment to and
the building up of the F.O.S.R., and how many new ncmbers
werde made, new groups or committces estabiished and new
contacts made in the industrial enterprises?

On the basis of these reports from the national sections
the International Committce must review the position of the
organisation as a whole, and from the collective experiences
of the national sections draw the necessary political and
organisational directives for the sxrcngthunug. cxtension and

devclopment of our work.
‘neq

IN THE INTERNATIONAL.

Appeal of the E.C.CL fo the Communists
- and Workers of Holland.

Five vears ago the Comimunist movement in Holland was
split by Wynkoop who advocated the united front with the re-
formist leaders and turned his back on the policy of the Com-
munist International. Now, after five years, the bankruptcy of
the opportunist policy of the Wynkoop group and the victory
of the line of the Communist International and of the C.P. of
Holland is an undisputed fact. The policy of the Comintern
and of the C. P. of Holland, wkich has been confirmed in the
strugyle both against the Right opportunists and the Trotzkyists,
was and is a line of ruthless struggle against the bourg:ois
agency within the working class, against the social democra-y
and the reformist trade wunion bureaucracy m_ particular,
however, against its most deceitiul “Leit” wing: it is line of
fighting alliance with all workers, inclucing the honest workers
who are still under the influence of social democracy. The

line of the Comintern and .of the C.P. of Holland was and s
a line of struggle for the independeir leadership of the econo-
mic strugeles, for the mobilisation of the masses a,,.nnst shie
oiiensive of - capital, for the raliying together of all cla<s-
conscious clements of the trade union movement nnder the
leadership of the C.P. . The line of the Comintern and of tie
C.P. oi Holland was and is a line of brotherly support an!
leadership of the struggle of the suppressed masses of Indo-
nesia against their greatest exploiters, the parasitical Datch
impenalists: it was and is a line of the consolidation of tlic
brotherly alliance between the Dutch proletariat and the vic-
torious proletariat of the Sovict Union, which is successfully

building up Socialism.

The line of Wynkoop, the Party splitter, was a line of
collaboration with the reformists at any price, a line of grove-
ing before the “Lefts” (Fiimmen ctc.), the most abominatle wing
of reformism, a line of abandonment of the independent tactc
in the economic struggles and in the trade union movement.
(Strike in Groningen, Zaandam etc.)

The line of Wynkoop, the Party splitter, was a line of
struggle against the Bolshevist course of the C.P. of Holland
in the colonial question, against thc leading role of the Partv
in the struggle of the suppressed masses of Indonesia, for tae
support of the bourgeois nationalists, who are aiming at a
compromise with Dutch imperialism (suport of their treacherv
after the arrest of the leaders of the Independence Party oni
Indonesia).

Whilst the C. P. of Holland was and is directing its coarse
towards the welding together of the masses under its leader-
ship for the struggle against Dutch imperialism, for preparing
the future revolutionary struggles, the splitting group of Wyn-

. koop . wished to convert the Communist movement into an

appendage of reformism.

Now, after five years, on the eve of bls complete politica!
bankruptcy and under the pressure of his proletarian followers.
who have now become the members of our Party, Wynkonp
is knocking at the door of the Communist International.

The bankruptcy of the Wynkoop group, the return to the
Dutch section of the C.l. of hundreds of workers, who five
years ago were split away from the Communist path by Wyn-
koop,—these facts brilliantly confirm the correctness of the
policy of the C. 1. and of the C.P. of Holland.

The new upsurge of the revolutionary labour movernent,
which is procceding from the new sharp crisis of capitalism.
disintegrates all the groups standing between the camp oi
social democracy, which is in a process of fascisation, and the
Communist camp. Either back into the ranks of the Cominter:,
into the ranks of the Bolshevist partics—or final abandonment
of revolutionary theory and practice, passing over into the
ranks of social fascism. That is how the question stands.

Decisive class struggles are in store for us. The buge
successes of socialist construction in the -Soviet Union are
causing the whole capitalist world to tremble and to preparc
for an armed attack on the country of Socialism.

The sharp economic erisis,- which is seizing one country
aiter another, rendering millions of workers destitute and
bringing about a further impoverishment of the toiling masses,
is already today calling forth the determined resistance of the

masses (Mansfeld, Ruhr strike, English wool workers® strike)
and will lead to gigantic struggles.

A new revolutionary upsurge is developing in the colonies,
rousing millions of colonial slaves to struggle.

In Holland, the present situation calls to the working class
for a determined revolutionary struggle against the bourgeoisic
and the bourgeoisie State and its tool, the reiormist bureun-
cracy. The crisis is decpening and spreading: rationalisation
is undermining the standard of living of the working class and
the bourgeoisie is now proceeding to new intensified attacks
upon the wages. Uncmployment is growing: capitalism s
frightfully exploiting the “workers engaged on. emergency
work”. A dcep crisis is prevailing in agriculture and threaten-
ing the toiling peasantry with extinction. In Indonesia a new
wave of revolution is rising against the inhuman exploitatioa
by Dutch imperialism, which is feverishly arming against the
colonial revolution, against the rcvolutionary workers and
against the Soviet Union.

In this fateful hour of history every class-conscious worker
must ask himself the question: Where is my place? In which
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ranks have I to fight for my class interests, for the socialist
aims of the proletariat? -

The experiences of the class struggle are convincing all
the revolutionary workers of the fact that outside of the Com-
intern, outside of its Sections it is impossible to wage a struggle
for the class interests of the proletariat. Thus we see that
thousands of proletarians in all countries are acting like thase
\;/‘hocioll)lowed Wynkoop—they are returning to the ranks of
ihe C. P. .

The “Left” Trotzky openly proclaims the bloc with social
democracy; but his former followers in the Soviet Union and
in Germany have almost completely returned to our ranks.
Brandler is preaching “the workers’ government” with Miiller
and Severing at the head: his not very numerous followers,
liowever, are returning to the Communist camp, as is shown by
the election to the Saxon diet.

A small group of renegades in Austria wishes to throw
itsclf into Otto Bauer's arms, but more than a thousand oppo-
sli}léoaalpsocial democratic workers are entering the ranks of
t . P. .

The E.C.C.I. wclcomes all proletarians who hitherto
followed the Party-splitter Wynkoop and have now returnced
to the ranks of the C.P. It iopes that, supported by cadres
of the C.P. of Holland, these proletarians will ultimately re-
cognise their mistakes and become true adherents of the Com-
intern line. The E.C.C.I fully agrees with the decision - of
the C. C. of the C. P. of Hollaind to admit into the Party tho
ravk and file followers of the former Wynkoop group without
any precondition, and expects that the C. P. of Holiand will be
supported in this action by all the revolutionary proletarians
of Holland: that the leaders of this group, who for five years
have conducted the tactics of splitting the Communist movement
and advocated a tactic of collaboration with the refornrist
burcaucracy, can be admitted into the C.P. of Holland only
if they recognise, unconditionally and unambigously their
splitting tactics as erroneous and fatal; if they openly and
clearly declare, that their tactics have led them into the re-
formist camp and if they unconditicnally admit that the Com-
intern and the C.P. of Holland were fully justified in their
struggle against the policy of Wynkoop and his followers.

The return of hundreds of active revolutionary proletarians
to the ranks of the C.P. of Holland must cause every worker
to reflect. Before all we call upon the proletarians organised
in the N. A. S. (Left trade unions) to follow the example of the
former adherents of Wynkoop, to break with their leaders who,
like Trotzky, have finally gone over to the side of counter-
revolutionary reformism and in practice conduct the samc
policy as the reformist trade union bureaucrats,

Establish revolutionary unity together with the Communist
proletarians in the struggle against the bourgeoisiec and its
reformist aiders and abettors of every sort. Over the heads
of your leaders, who have sunk in the reformist bog, carry out
the return of the N.A.S. Into the R.I.L.U. Send delegates to
the V. World Congress of the revolutionary trade union move-
ment: join the C. P. of Hollznd.

We appeal to the honest proletarians who are still in the
ranks of social dcmocracy. Comrades, follow the example of
the revolutionary Austrian proletarians, who have broken with
the Party of “Left” social fascism. Abandon your- leaders,
l“ncludinz the so-called “Lefts”, who wish to conceal behind
_radical” phrases their policy of support of the State which
s In process of fascisation, their policy of sabotage of the
strike struggle and of support of the colonial regime of plunder.

Orm a united front together with the Communist workers for
the struggle against capitalist rationalisation, for the conduct
of strikes, for the defence of the first prolctarian State, for the
Support of the revolutionary struggle of the oppressed masscs
n the colonies.

e call upon all class-conscious workers: prepare the
counter-attack against the capitalist offensive, against the
ourgeoisie and its agents, the reformist leaders of all shades.
Join the C.P. of Holland.

Long live the unity of all revolutionary proletarians under
the banner of the C.P. of Holland! Long live the Dutch Com-
munist Party, the revolutionary advance-guard of the Dutch
broletariat!

Up with the approaching proletarian revolution in Holland!

ong live the victory of Communisin in the whole wor!d!
The E.C. of the Communist International.

PROLETARIAN WOMEN'S MOVEMENT
Equal Pay for Equal Work.

The Forthcoming International Conference of Working Women
in Moscow, :

By M. Bulle (Moscow).

The Soviet Union is the only country in which the
working women receive equal pay for equal wcrk. In all
capitalist countrics there exists a considerable difierence bet-
ween men's and women’s wages. .

In Germamy the wages oi working woman are 30 to 50
per cent. lower than those of the men, and this disproportion
is still increasing. Thus, for instance. in the textile industry
women received in 1913 74,1 per cent. of the men's wages:
in January 1929, however, only 70,5 per cent. In the chemical
industry the women’s wages amount to 55,1 per cent. of
those of the men, in the paper making industry 64 per cent.
While the percentage of working men earning less than I8
marks a week is 3.5, that of the women is 34.1.

In Austria we have the same state of affairs. The dispari-
ty between men’s and women's wages is growing.

Thus, for instance, a collective agreement was concluded
in the Wienerberger Brick Works, according to which the
rates of pay for piece work were so fixed that the men
earned 72 Groschen (fivepence) per hour, women 49 Groschen
(3% d.) per hour, youths up to 17 years 41 Groschen, and girls
up to 18 years 32 Groschen. Under the same agreement the
time rates arc as follows: men 61 Groschen per hour, women
42, youths 35, and girls 27. Thus, while performing the same
work, the women’s wages are only 68 per cent. of those of
the men, and the wages of the girls only 78 per cent. of the
wages of youths.

Male window-cleaners receive 60 Schillings; women doing
the same work, only 40 Schillings. In the waggon construction
works unskilled workers receive 26 Schillings. adult working
women however 20 Schillings a week. The social demiocrats
are not stirring a finger in order to put an end to such a
state ot affairs, even in those places where they are in power.
On the contrary, the municipal council of Vienna, headed by
social democrats, pay far less to working women than to men.

In Great Britain the wages of working women amount to
52 per cent. of men's wages. Thus, for instance, in the cotton
industry the men receive £ 2-8-2, the working women only
£ 1-0-6. In Autumn 1929 a wage-cuf of 625 per cent. was
carried out affecting 588,000 . working women in the cotton
industry, .

In France the working women ifi the metal industry, for
instance, receive 30 to 40 per cent. less than, the men, in the
leather industry 30 to 35 per cent. less, in the food industry
25 to 30 per cent. less. Recently there has been a slight wage
increase in some industries, but this increase does not‘make
up for the intensification of the labour process. Thus. in the
textile industry, when the four-loom system was introduced in
place of the two-loom system. the working women received
a wage increase of only 5 to 10 per cent. In other branch'es
of industry women's wages were reduced in spite of t!le in-
creased productivity of women's work. For example in the
naphtha industry labour productivity has doubled, wages how-
ever have been reduced. .

In Czechoslovakia working women recelve‘only 50 to 60
per cent. of men's wages, but equal pay for piece work. In
Poland women’s wage are on an average 60 to 65 per cent. of
those of the men.

The low level of woman's wages has an unfavourable
effect not only upon the situation of the women _but upon
the general standard of living of the whole working class.
In the lasi few years we observe an uninterrupted growth of
wonien’s share in production and the ousting of men = work
by women’s work. The wages of women are in manv cases
being converted from a supplement into the chief means of
subsistence of the workers’ tamily; consequently the low pav-
meit of women's labour is forcing down the ceneral standard
of living of the working class. In these circum%tzmc‘e% the
slogan: “Eqgual pay for equal work!” is of particular impor-
tance and must be converted from a special demand of wor-
king women into a general demand of the workinyg class.




838

International Press Correspondence

No. 40

XVI. Sarty Congress of the €.9.5.1.

The Tasks of the Trade Unions
in the Reconsfruction Period.

Report of Comrade Schwernik.

Between the 15th and 16th Partv Congresses we ilave
passed throuxh an important stage of the socialist ofiensive of
tite proleturiat, of the industnialisation of the country, ot the
collectivisation oi agnculture ot the upsurge of the cultural
revoiution, and oi great events in the international revolutionary
movement. The essential feature of the moment which we are
passing through at present consists as Conirade Stalin rightly
boiited out, in the developig ofiensive of socialism alony the
whoele front.

In the period of the great change and the oiiensive of
socialisnt against capitalism all along the line, the old leader-
shiip of the trade union movement in the Soviet Union proved
to be incapable oi comprehending the tasks oi fhe projetarian
dictatorstup in the period of reconstruction, it adopted an ant-
Levnust standooint, in all fundamental questions.  How could
this  come  about? This  question  requires  a clear and
endaustive reply.

The Struggle against the Rizht Opportunists in the
Trade Unions,

We expected the answer to this guestion from Comrade
Tomsky at the Party Congress It must. however, be observed
that Comrade Tomsky obviously cloaked over his errors m the
trade union movement when speaking here

What do the ifacts show? The Party steered a course
towards the rapid industrialisation of the country. but the
Rizht opportunists proposed an adaptation to the weakest spots.
they hindered the tempo oi development. The Right opportunist
leaders of the trade union movement actually opposed their
representative  functions to  the  tasks  of  production. and
degenerated to the protection oi nurrow craft interests  In
these questions the Right adopted an attitude actually Menshe-
VIS, creating an antagonism  between the interests of the
workers and the intercsts of the proletarian dictatorship as a
whole. Those who fail to comprehend thns new stage will also
mi_l to grasp those tasks oi production conironting the trade
unions, and cannot under$tand the essential nature oi the turn
taken by the trade unions with their face to the front.
~ The Party isuued the slogan: “Trade unions, turn your
laces to production!”  But the Right elements in the trade
umon movement regarded the policy ot the Party as a transition
hack to ‘Trotzkvism, as a return on the part of the trade unions
to the epoch of war communism. Tlhey revealed clearly their
non-comprehension of the New Ecouomic Policy as a policy
unconditionally inclnding the determined oifensive of the pro-
leturj:_xt against capitalism.

fhe Party set the task of the transition to the ofiensive
aganst capitalisim all along the iront  As counterweight the
_Rmht brought forward their line on the merging of the kulak
inta socialism. of unbeliei in the buildig up of Soviet and
collectivy farms, whilst the Right opportunists within the trade
unions, leaning on this theory. under-estimated the work of the
trade unions in the wvillage  Those who believe that we can
build up socialism by watching the kulak grow into socialisni,
those who fail to grasp that sociahsm will be built up under
the conditions imposed by the most inexorable class struggle.
naturally fail to understand the ¥ole which the trade umons
will have to play in the socialist reconstruction oi agriculture.

s it indeed possible to speak at ali oi the role of the trade
unions in the period of socialist reconstruction.  without
t_letermining.lhenr role and their tasks in the socialist trans-
lormation of agriculture? Certamnly not  But it is just this
main pomt which the Right opportunists m the trade unions
have always failed to grasp.

Long before the 8th trade union congress the Party
declured the Right deviation to be the chiei danger. And how

did the leading trade union press react to this? It passed it
over in almost complete silence. Some responsible comrades.
for instance Koselev, even went so far as to declare that it
was not necessary to publish Party maternial in the trade union
press, since the trade unions where non-party organisations and
should not wterfere in the inner Rarty strugeles.

The Party set the task: Development of the sociabst com-
petitions and the shock troops: but the Right opportunists, who
did not believe i the creative powers of the proletariat, did
not undertake the leadership of the initiative of the masses.
They actua! hampered the great movement of thie masses. i
their etforts to force this movement into the linuts of a burcau-
cratic plan.

The Partv develoned seli-criticism on comprehensive lines.
and set us the task of inproving the State apparatus by means
of the relentless exposure of thie shortcoimings of our orguans.
The Right opportumsts, on the other hand. clouked the bureau-
cratic traditions ot the trade umon apparatus. and. insicad oi
putting the direcuves ot the Party into actual practice. jound
various pretexts tor hindering the developmient of self-criticism.

The hine of the Party with respect to seli-criticisiint was
carried out in the following manner by the opporiunist lecders
of the Central Council of the Trade Unions of the Soviet Uiiion.
Tutheir fundamental document, containing their instructions:

“For the trade unions seli-criticism does not represent
anything absolutelv new. The trade wmon organisations
have employed the critical attitude towards deficiencies.
and for the exposure of these deiiciencies, to a very wide
extent for years, and it has attained to a certain extent tiic
power of a tradition.”

And i another place we read:

“The trade unions have already had much experience
in the sphiere of the criticism of their own faults. As early
as the begiuning of the New Ecotomic Policy and of the
new course in trade union work, the ruthless exposure oi
our owi faults had already become a tradition of the trade
unions and their most prominent leaders.” (Tomsky: “The
decisive guestions of the trade union movement.”)

And tlns at a time when tlie Party was developing the
most comprehensive seli-criticism, at a time when the Schakty
trial, and the exposure of acts of sabotage in a number of other
branches oi mdustry, caused the Party to call upon the workers
to exercise broad and active self-criticism. This was the time
chosen by the o!d trade union leaders for an express ende-
avour to prove that seli-criticism was nothing new. that the
trade union leaders had long applied the principles of seli-
criticism. that self-criticism had already become traditional w
the work of the trade unions.  And this in spite of the fact that
such cases had come to light, 1n numerous trade union organi-
sations, as the “Kobuki™, the . Viadimir™ affair, etc.

They also stated that what we require is “not sounding
phrases from above but a broad wave of self-criticism from
below, a comradelike and tolerant sclf-criticism of the errvrs
of the representatives of our own class, and not a bureaucratic
reprimand and calling to order” -

What has all this Phibstine chatter in common with the
Bolshevist development of self-criticism “without respect of
persons?” lIs it not clear that the Right, instead oi organising
seli-criticism, invented everv possible. method of frustrating
sclf-criticism, and that they obliterated and restricted seli-
criticism. instead of taking over its guidance?

The Party set the task of the resolute reorganmisation of %he
trade unions, but the Right opportunist leaders resisted obxi-
nately, and cven went so far as to create an an(agonl:r,\,.l bet
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ween the trade union organisations and the Party. Some leaders
cven stated that the consolidation of Party leadership in the
trade unions nught lead to a “splitting up” of the trade union
rnovement  This was the Right opportunist conception of the
s trengthening of the Party line n the trade unions.

The Paity imposed the duty of a determined struggle for
the Leninist ideology in the trade  union  movement. The
Strugxle agamst petty bourgeois milnence was to be curried
winoon the front of the theory of lhg trade union movenment.
“fhe states of the theoretical cadres of the trade tnion move-
et was to o be accorded great attention. But in tins field
of work we took over a verv sorry inheritance from tlhie
fralit Not  onive did  the  Right  fail  to combar  the
trarrow  trade  unionist  theory,  developing  under  the
cyves of the Central Council of  the Trade Unions of the
Sovict Union, but without much ado placed the pristing presses
of the trade unions at the disposal of this theory,

The adlicrents of trade unionism in its narrow sense in tie
=avict Union made propaganda for Leninisim i the trade unions
such as the following.

“Do the Leninist teaclmgs contain a uniiorinly establis-
hed theory of the trade umon movement™? queried one of
the social-called “trade unionist theoreticians™, Yarozky,
and replicd: “No, Lenin did notg bring his views on the
trade umon movement mto . umiorm  svsiem. When
studving Lenimssim in the trade union movement it is ire-
queitly itecessary to begin. not with Leain's first works,
but with his last.”

I anothier place tius same “theoretician ™ and “historian”
pnstructs the workers on the situation of labour in the caprialist
countries ax follows: In Endiand, for instance, in his opimion
“the workers are already able to nartcipate, with equal nights
to iose of the representatives of the employers organisations.
i the control of economic activities™. It appears that the
waorking class oi England is alreadv “collaborazing m the
fcadership of national economy. *

In the sphere of theoreticai rescearch the Rigiie comrades
tolerated  such teachers as Yarozky., who laid down their
reformis: views of the role and tasks of the ftradee unian
iovement, and their opinion that the reformist path has been
confirmed by history. And more than this: The Rizht degenc-
rated in a number of important trade union geustions into
the narrow  trade urionist standpoint which separates the
tasks of the trade union movement from the zeneral class
tasks of the proletariat.

This sets us a most responsible task: The purging of the
theory and practice of the trade union movement irom refor-
iist poison. the improvement of the theoretical work of the
trade union movement, the raising of the propaganda of
Lenin’s teachings by the trade unions to the required level.

‘The old opportunist leaders los* contact with the masses.
Various links of the trade umon organisations began to degene-
rate. The old leaders cultivated the depolitising of trade union
work and the tendency to that narrow trade unionism
which ignores the labour movement as a whole_

What docs the former leader of the right opportunists,
Comrade Tomsky, think of the errors of the old trade union
leaders? What is his judgment of them? It suifices to read
uttentively his speech at the present Party Congress to recog-
wmise ihat he has not grasped his errors  Comrade Tomsky
declares:

“As result ot my increasingly oppositional trend, com-
rades infetted with this oppositional tendency wathered
around me, comrades who had become accustomed in the
course of years, to see in me their leader, The result was,
though at times agamst mv wili an increasing oppositian
of the mujority of the then leaders of the trade union
movement to the Central Comnmtiee of the Party. This
entailed the simultaneous deviation of the trade unions,
the diversion of their attention from the tasks whosc
specedy fulilment was so imperative - the tasks set by
the reconstruction period, by the mighty work of building
up socialism. and by the work undertaken by the Party.
What happened was that conflict. well known to all of
you, in the fraction of the %th Trade Union Congress.
and my absolutely unallowabe and arbitrary withdrawal
from the function of a president of the Central Council

-and against the concihatory attitude towards either.
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of }he]'ru;]c Unious of the Soviet Union, causing a demo-

rallsa!mn in the ranks of the trade unionists, und forcing

the Central Committee of the Perty to the only right

measure, though « very difiicult one: the measure of
removing from *“~ir posts the whole of the leaders of the
trade union movement™.

What is the characteristic feature of ‘Fomsky's remarks?
Only observe the modest role he assigne to himseli! He re-
tirecs — and the whole movement is demoralised!  He has
skipped. erred .. and the whole herd follows him'  He hesin
to credate an antagomsm between himseli and  the  Centiul
Commitice — and with him the whole oi the leaders of the
Central Council!  Trwly a modest role!

In all these events we hear ouly of the mood oi Com-
rade Tomsky; but what about the line oi the Rizht oppor-
tunists in the trade winon movement, opposed to the line oi
the Party?  Comrade Tomsky says nothing of tlus. ¢ Tias,
it appears, would be “a tiresome repetition of what has
frequently been said”™.  There follows the somnding phrise
on the removal of the whole ot the leaders oi the trade union
movement from their pests  Comrades, the Party removed
a group of persons who had long ceased to be the leaders
ol the trade wmon masses. and who had isolated themsclves
from these masses by therr struzele against the C.C. of the
Party.  (Hear, hear) Is not the speech just cited a prooi
that thie opposition has Tailed to recosmise its errors? e
fractional struggle of the Right m the trade unions has heen
admitted in Koselev's declaration Why has Tomsky decnicd
it necessary to conceal dus fracuonal work irom the Party?
Does this not show that the Right are still concealing their
weapons against the Party ?

It s remarkable thar evenr aiter Comrade Koselev has
cnumerdated the persons taking parg m the iractions! work. tlhie
Latter still preserve sifence Comrade Tomsky and the others
would have done hetter to state here at the Party Congress
their cerrors in the trade union movenient. in order that these
nngiit become  well known. and  the possibilitv of  their
repetition excluded

We must say that the errors of the Right i the trade
union movement have been of a graver nature than mizht be
supposed  from Comrade Tomsky's specch.  The policy ol
the trade winon movement obviously led to a chasm between
the vanguard and the masses. ‘The Right not only hindered
the transition to the new course in the reconstruction period.
but they deliberately orientated the trade union movement to
a political course differmyg irom that of the Party.

‘the polizv of the Right led to a weakenmg oi the
iniluence of the Party in the trade umons. Instead of
combating petty becurceois influence in the trade unions, the
Rizht strengthened this influence by brecding the narrowest
craft trade wunionismi, and by reviving the Menshevist
traditions in our trade unron movement. They attempted to
erect a wall of opportunist leadership between the trade
unions and the Party, in the hope that the trade uvmon
movement would follow them. The line taken by the Right
in the trade unions signified. objectively, a Hne towards the
hampering of the building up of socialism.

Theyv were, however, unsuccessful  The Party declarcd
a resolute combat against the Right beiore it was too late,
and was able, with the aid of the overwhelming matority
oi the communists working in the trade umons, to isolate
them. In the course of an intense struggle against oppor-
tumsm, the Party strengthened the role played by the trade
unions as connecting link between the Party and the masses,
and as leader of the proletarian masses 1 the mobilisation
oi all the forces oi the working class for the great struggle
for sociahsn.

The Right in the trade umons recorded one success: By
their activities they threw great ditficulties in the path oi the
speedy adaptation of the trade unions to the needs of the
reconstruction period  And this s their greatest crime in the
eyes of the working class and the Party. (Hear, hear!)

‘The most important prerequisite for the successiul
reorgamsation of the whole work of the trade unions, and
for their turn to production, is the struggle on two ironts:
Against the right deviation and against the “Left” dcrax’lm%x;'t.

e
Right danger and the concillatory standpoint towards it
remain the chief danger. and demand determined struggle for
their elimination from the theory and practice of trade union



540 International Press Correspondence No. 40
work. At the same time a consistent struggle against the organisations, must mobilise dozens of millions for the accom-
“Left” anarcho-syndicalist, semi-Trotzkyist deviations is plishment of the tasks of reconstruction.

necessary in the trade union movement.

The :rade unions must combine their work for the better-
ment oi the material situation of the workers as closely as
possible with their tasks in regard to production, and must for
this purpose make it clear to the great masses of the workers
that the rapid tempo of industrialisation and the socialist reor-
ganisation of agriculture form the sole right path to the im-
provement of the material position of the working class and of
all toilers.

All talk about the immediate concentration of the whole
management of production in the hands of the trade unions
must be shown in its true light. It must never be forgotten
that as early as 1921 Lenin gave an exhaustive reply to this
questioy. Anyone who attempts to leap over the various stages
of development in the trade unions is inevitably bound to land
ot a path leading to the “Left” deviation.

Every lesson must be drawn from the errors of the old
opportunist trade union leaders in order that the work of buil-
ding up sncialism may be carried forward successiully.

The ‘eadership of a proletarian mass organisation with
millions of members requires the closest contact with the ad-
vance-guard of the proletariat, with its Party. The slightest
attempt to depart from the Party leadership, or to weaken it.
leads to the opposing of the trade unions to the Party, and to
the hampering of our socialist reconstruction.

The strengthening and development of the trade unions,
the further growth of their authority and their influence among
the broad masses of the workers, are only possible on the
assumption that the leadership of the Party is being realised,
and that the whole of the work of the trade unions is based
on Lenin’s teachings. The revision of Leninism in the questions
oi the trade union movement cannot pass by witliout leaving
a trace, and leads to a revision of the Leninist teachings of
the prolesarian dictatorship.

The Right gpportunists adopted, in all decisively important
questions a standpoint demanding the pursuance of a line
diffcring irom that of the Party. This brought them to a point
at which they opposed the trade unions to the Party, and
actually pegan slipping down the path leading to a playing off
of the trade unions in a struggle against the Party, and into a
struggle bearing withir it many dangers for the proletarian
dictatorship.

It is only under the leadership of the Party that the trade
unions can lead the masses, and can perform the required
turns opportunely in every stage of the development of the pro-
letarian dictatorship. The slightest weakening of the leading
role of the Party inevitably leads to the weakening of the rdle
and the influence of the trade unions.

At the time of the transition to the reconstruction period.
the Right opportunists committed a number of grave political
errors in the trade union movement. They became a clog on
the advance of the broadest masses. The Party, by spreading
enlightenment on these errors of the old opportunist leaders
of the trade unions, taught the masses how to recognise these

errors, how to draw conclusion from them which might better

arm the workers for the socialist offensive.

~ The achievemeuts of the socialist reconstruction period are
gigantic. The advance of the working class secures progress
towards socialism all along the broad front. This movement
can only continue to develop successfully if the trade unions
actually and resolutely take their place at the head of the
mighty socialist advance. Such an advance as this demands
from the trade unions the boldest and most determined work
for the reorganisation of their ranks, and for the carrying out
oi the tasis of the reconstruction period.

The leading and chiei task of the trade unions during the
nresent stage is the capability of leading and developing the
movemens among the broad masses of the workers for the
Huilding up of socialisin, for the reconstruction of industry and
,(he_ socialist reorganisation of agriculture, and for the extermi-
tation of the last roots of capitalism. The trade unions must
‘ead the movement towards socialist competition and the shock

brigades, and must ensure that the experience gained by the .

rhock brigades raises the socialist competition movement to a
Nigher level. The new socialist society can only be established
“nd consohdated by the eiforts of the millions of the workers.
T'he trade uniouns, in their capacity of greatest proletarian mass

“The trade unions must be the nearest and unreserved
collaborators of the State power, which is led in the whole
of its political and economic work by the conscious
vanguard of the working class, the Communist Party. As
a school of communism, the trade unions must form for the
whole working class, and for all workers in particular, a
school in which they,.learn the administration of socialist
industry, and then gradually also of agriculture.”

This legacy from Lenin must be the centre on which our
attention is concentrated, and must form the rule upon which
we base our activities during the coming period.

In laying down the tasks of the trade umion movement,
we take as starting point that the role and the tasks of the
tradz un.ons, as adapted to the requirements of the proletarian
dictatorship in this or that period, are prescribed by the
Leninist teaching with respect to the trade unions, and by the
decisions of the Party Congresses. :

Taking as basis the Leninist definition of the role and
tasks of the trade umnions in the proletarian State, I pass on to
the next tasks of the trade unions in the reconstruction
period.

The Reconstruction Period, and the Turn of the Trade Unions
towards Production.

What is the meaning of the slogan: “turn your faces to-
wards production”. issued by the Central Committee and by
the Presidium of the Central Council of the Soviet Trade
Unions? The slogan *‘turn the face towards production™ means
the mobilisation of the millions of the working class for the
accomplishment of the tasks of socialist reconstruction. The
turn “towards production” means the actual leadership by the
trade unions of the gigantic upsurge of the workimg class. of
the socialist competition and the shock brigades, of the move-
ment for the establishment of socialist working discipline, of
the increase of the productivity of labour and the improve-
ment ig the quality of the products. The turn “towards pro-
duction™ must find its profoundest utterance in the indefatigable
daily work of the trade unions for the mobilisation of tne
masses for the struggle for the carrying out of the plan of
production and finance, for the development of a rapid Bolshe-
vist tempo of industrialisation in our whole economy. The
actual turn of the trade unions “towards production” ensured
the accomplishment of the task of “overtakang and out-distan-
cing the technically and economically advanced capitalist
countries”™ within the briefest historical period.

What are the tasks imposed on the trade unions by the
“turn towards production?" :

The decisively important link in the animation and impro-
vement of the whole work of the trade unions, and in drawing
the broadest masses into the control of production, is socia-
list competition with its shock brigades. The Lenin Recruit-
ment of the shock brigades has developed into a vast
movement in the working class and has enlarged these
brigades by over a million new collaborators. On 1st March
two million industrial workers were engaged in socialist
competition, 1.5 million in the shock brigades. We are
witnessing the realisation of Lenin's great thought by means
of the socialist competition and the shock brigades. Hundreds
and thousands. even millions, of human beings, are now
engaged in the soclalist competition and shock brigades.
These millions are beginning to carry forward the work of
socialist reconstruction as it should be done. From these
millions there proceeds that creative talent lying latent to
an undreamed of extent in the working class.

The socialist competition and the shock brigades ensure
the intensified productivity of labour, the accomplishment of
the production and finance plan, and the rapid tempo of
soclalist reconstruction.

The Lenin Recruitment of the shock brigades has played a
big role in the accomplishment of the production and finance
plan. It sufiices to cast a glance at the results in March.
In March the output of the metal manufacturing and machine
building industries had incrcased by 27 per cent since
January, of coal mining by 9 per cent, of crude iron by 6 pet
cent, and of manuiactured steel by 2 per cent, Labour pro-
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ductivity had increased by 7.9 per cent in March as compared
with January.

The great development oi socialist competition and of the -

<hock brigades has yielded high standards oi economic labour
eriiciency.

Let us take for instauce the “Karl Marx” factory in Lenin-
wrad. During the first two months of the second quarter of
1929-30 22 per cent more wool carding machines were manu-
factured than envisagzed by the programme, | give this figure
in order to show that undertakings such as this, manufacturing
textile machines, which we are making for the first time, out-
strip the programme. The workers show great enthusiasm,
and make heroic exertions, that they mav not only keep to
the programme, but may turn out exemplary goods from the
qualitative standpoint. As a matter of fact, many of our ma-
chines are substantially superior to those of English manuiac-
ture. This is a great success of the staff of the “Karl Marx”
factory.

Or another example. The department of the Tula works
manufacturing up to-date spinning looms accomplished its pro-
gramme to 100 per cent during the first half year. The increased
production of this department may be seen from the following
figures: 1926-27 52 machines, 1928-29 196 machines, and 1929-30
320 machines, according to programme. The workers have,
however, themselves undertaken to raise this number to 345.

These few figures show that the socialist competition and
the shock brigades are becoming a weapon of unheard of effi-
ciency in the hands of the working masses in every section of
reconstruction. The socialist competition increases working
discipline, intensifies labour productivity, improves the quality
of production, gives play to the creative energies of the wor-
king class in the rationalisation of production, induces the
active participation of the masses in every branch of pro-
duction, and in the control of production.

All these steps already taken show that the working class
has already found the methods and forms giving it the possi-
bility of a more successful progress in the work of recon-
struction.

Although the trade umnions have taken the first steps
towards strengthening the guidance of the socialist com-
petition, this is not yet enough. We see that both the trade
union organisations and the economic organs reorganise their
work but slowly. and thereby prevent the socialist coin-
petition and the shock brigades from developing properly. In
this direction we have still much to do.

It should be observed that of late therc have been cases
(even of a mass character) of a formal attitude towards the
declarations made by works departments and factories in

favour of shock brigades. There are departments and
factories which have ' declared themselves to be shock
brigades . .. but if the workers are questioned they

frequently know nothing about it, and have no share in the

matter. If some trade unionist and economic organisations
declare factories to be shock brigade factories merely for
purposes of parade and adverstisement, but do not ensure
that work is carried out accordingly, then in my opinion this
1s a great danger. We are already far enough to place certain
definite demands, if only minimum ones, on the factories and
departments declaring themselves to be shock brigades.
What kind of demands are these? An undertaking can
only become an exemplar of a real Bolshevist working tempo

as understood by the shock brigade movement if the pro-

duction and finance plan is not only fulfilled, but exceeded;
it the overwhelming majority of the workers employed
participate in the socialist competition and shock brigades;
if the production and financial plan has become the afiair
of the workers and is carried out by them; and if the
majority of the workers and all shock bsigade members take
part in the production conferences.

It seems to me that these are the minimum demands

" which we can put to the shock brigade undertakings and

- —

departments. Unfortunateiy there are a number of these
which do not meet these demands. Undertakings which formally
declare themselves to be shock brigade factories, and then do
not prepare their workers for work in accordance with this,
cannot fulfil their mission as shock brigades.

Let us now consider the production collectives. These
are widespread among the metal, textile, and other industries.

How do they originate? A group of workers. connected by
the process of production unite to form a production collec-
thC..SllCh associations aim at a  better solation of the
questions comected with the participation of the group of
workers concerned in production. and at the strengtheng
of the elements of a socialist society.

This form of collective contributes to the mprovement
of the quuhiications of the individual workers, a point of
extreme importance for production ar the presen’ time

In a number of textile factories in Ivanovo Vossnessensk
we sce a higher degree of labour productivity in the collec-
tives, we see the whole of the machines utihsed to their iull
capacity, and any absent worker is at once replaced by an-
other, so that the mochine muy not stand idle  Tiiese collec-
tives thercicre enable the workiug plant to be efiiciently and
rationally utilised.  In the factory “Amo", too, it has been
placed on record hy the members of the collective that the
collective has improved the qualifications of the workers.
In this factory there is a collective of the milling cutters,
composed of workers of varying skill and qualifications.
This collective, which counts highly qualified workers among
its members, helps the less skilled workers to traise their
qualifications, and thereby raiscs the general wage level.
This collective has also the general effect of considerably
increasing the productivity of labour of the factory.

We must draw the conclusion that the most progressive
form of the organisation of the production collectives is the
association of workers who are all receiving the same wage.
as also the association of workers receiving varying wages
and dividing these according to the tariff rates, thereby im-
proving their qualifications and the productivity of their
labour. We must combat the tendency towards equalisation
in the collectives, the tendency towards equal division of
wages without consideration of the qualification and labour
productivity.

Of late a form of association has sprung into existence
known as *“social towing”, and has already been widely taken
up. This is a form of sociatist competition initiated by the
workers of the Artemov mines. What does it undertake?
The workers and technical staff of a successfully working
undertaking or department come to the aid of backward and
less successful works and departments, : .

This form of competition has become most popular among
like branches of production. The importance of this highest
stage of socialist competition is enormous. By means of
“social towing’ associations the successfully working under-
takings give the benefit of their experience and achieve-
ments to the backward factories and departments. Techni-
cal, production, and organisational experience is put at the

disposal of others, and the backward undertakings thus
advanced.
In Stalin, for instance, | observed the follcwing: the

Stalin Works, which is extremely successful in its production,
resolved to aid the backward Makevev works. When the
workers of this latter undertaking heard that aid was to be
given them, they declared that they could raise and rationalise
production by themselves! We see, that in this case merely
the mention of “towing” sufficed to spur on the workers and
to attain substantial resuits. :

I may also refer to another form of socialist competition.
the “survey shock brigades”. These were organised for the
first time in the agricultural machinery factory at Rostov on
thec Don a few weeks ago when the factorv received the
order to make the first sowing machine for the first tractor.
The workers of all the departments taking part in the exe-
cution of this order received a very brief term in which to
fuliil their task. They declared themselves to be the members
of one uniform *“survey troop”’, whose members were
distributed over the various departments. The survey troop
kept itself informed of all irregularities in the organisation

of production, caused bv incorrect organisation of the techno--

logical process of production. The brigade took imimediate
measures for the removal of these irregularities. The results
were amazing. The whole of thé - --~tments wére able
to work without friction, the systematic division of work
over the various departments was ensured. and many workers
and technical assistants induced to take part in active work
for the punctual completion of the first sowing machine to
be used as auxiliary machine witl the first Soviet tractor.
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Aud now a few words on the progress of working dis-
cipline. Comrade Stalin stated in his report that it is “the
most important task of the trade unions to hammer into the
consciousness of the broad masses of the workers that the
workers are not working for the capitalists, but for their
own State, for their own class”. When the workers become
fully conscious of this, an iminense impetus is given to the
development and perfecting of our industry. I  must,
however, ask the Party Congress to take note of the fact
that the data on the progress of working discipline show, in
~pite of some success, that we still have an enormous amount
of work before us. In the first hali of 1929/30. for instance,
we lost a total of 11,420,000 working hours as the result of
breaches of workiug discipline and abscuce from work; of
these hours 540,000 fall to machinery running idle, absetce
from work for good reasons 1,980,000 hours, arbitrary absence
jrom work 5,520,000 hours, abscnce through work in public
organisations  3.780,000 hours. Calculated in roubles, thesc
lost working hours represent a value of about 276 millious.

These figures show that ueither the trade union nor the
cconomic organisations are energetic cnough in ihe struggle
against breaches of working discipline. A resolute stand must
be taken against this state of affairs; by means of cducational
work, especially by means of the organisation of comrade-
like boards of arbitration out of the tried and tesied members
of the shock brigades, in order that an influence may be
cxerted over those who violate the working discipline.

The productivity of labour is the factor which ultimately
decides the issue of the struggle between _socialism and
capitalism. We need such a tempo of development in the
productivity of our labour as will practically demonstrate
within a brief period the superiority of the socialist system.
1t is therefore cvident that the socialist competition and the
shock brigades are the decisive factors in the raising of the
productivity of labour and in the rationalisation of production.

The Trade Unions and the Soclalist Reconstruction of
. Agriculture,

The slogan of “turn your face towards production® Sig-
niiies, in the period of reconstruction, not ouly a turn towards
industry, but also towards the socialist reorganisation of
agriculture, The under-estimation of trade union work in the
village by the old opportunist leaders of the Central Couacil
«f tile Soviet Trade Unions was the result of their incorreot
standpoint with regard to the role which must be played by
the working class in the rcorgauisation of agriculture on a
socialist basis.

We see that the lcading role taken by the proletariat in
the reorganisation of agriculture increascs daily in importauce.
What work must the trade unions perform here? The trade
unions have taken an active part in the building up of the
collective farms, in the realisation of the slogan of the liqui-
dation of the kulak as a class in the districts of complete
collectivisation, in the carrying out of the Purty decision on
a recruitment of 25,000 workers for  the development of
collective farming.  Among these 25,000 we have the best

- clements, selected by the working class. The proportion cf
these with more than 10 yvears of service behind them is as
follows: Moscow district 55 per cent: Ural 52 per cent;
Ivanovo Vossnessensk 40 per cent.; Leningrad 48 per cent.
oi the recruited workers.  What use has been made of this
recriitment of 250002 71 per cent are working as organisers
on the collective farms.  How well they have mastered their
tusk you have seen from the data brought forward here at
the Party Congress. This must induce the trade unions to
vrepare further ten thonsand workers, that a fresh arniy of
organisers may be sent to the collective farms, and  the
organisational work in thie collective farms raised to the
required level.

The trade unions have accomplished enormous tasks in
sending worker brigades to the villages in the grain collecting
campaign, (the seed campaign, at the time of the elections to
tiic Soviets, etc.)  Numerons declarations to this effect have
come from the collective farms themscives, and from the
PParty, Soviet. aud other public  organisations  which the
brigades have helped in their work., The brigades which have
repaired the agricultural nachinery have at the same time
formed propuzanda nuclei for collectivisation, for organi-
sation,  Tn 1928, before the VIII. Congress, the trade unions

sent 1500 workers into the rural districts, but by 1929 (ic
number had increased to 10,700, and by 1930 to 74,739. Hence
the trade unions have had a grcat share in the work for the
reconstruction of agriculture.

I must also obscrve that work done by the trade unious
in the form of “patronage™ over certain districts has becoire
a very popular form of aid. The production priuciple is now
taken as a basis for this help. A large number of irade unions
have undertaken the patrenage over various raw material
districts supplying this or that industry. 1In this manner {1
textile workers aid the cotton districts oof Central Asia. Tne
comrades working in the Party organisations here declare
that the patronage plays a great role. By mcans of the
patronage system the preduction alliance between the raw
matcrial districts and the works and factories is being con-
solidated.

The trade unions must cnsure that the workers connected
with agriculturc take part in the collectives.

The organisation of large-scale agricultural undertakings,
and the methods of organising work on the Soviet farms,
demonstrate to the peasants the advantages of large-scale
farming over the small individual farm. Thereiore the work
done on the Sovict farms must be perfectly exemplary, and
the experience gained thereby put at once at the disposal o
the collective farms. Herc the union of agricultural and
forestry workers plays an imiportant part. According to the
enquiries made by the Central Committee of the Agricultural
and Forestry Workers' Union among the 26,000 workers em-
ploved on the Soviet farms, 77 per cent are taking part in
socialist competitions and 26 per cent are members of shock
brigades. Thus the experience zained in the industrial under-
takings is comprehensively applicd on the Soviet farims, a
factor greatly increasing the productivity of labour and tre
organisation of the workers on these farms, and spurring ou
the collective farms to emulation.

Tne Union of the Agricultural and Forestry Workers
counted 1,273,000 members in 1928, 1,715,000 in 1930, that is
to say, the number of inecmbers has increased by 432,000
within a vear. The composition cf this union has altered
with its numerical increasc. Whilst in July 1927 150.000
workers were emploved on Soviet farms, of whon 10,000
were skilicd ,workers, by 1930 this number has increased (o
400,000, including 100,000 skilled workers (mechanics, fitters.
chauficurs, tractor drivers, etc.). It is clear that tie Union
of the Agricultural and Forestry Workers, whose ranks arc
already filled by the recruitinent of 25,000, is bound to have
its basis in the qualified labour of the village. The influence
exerted upon the organisation of work on the Soviet farms
themselves, and upon the reorganisation of the whole of agri-
culture on the collective basis, will be more rapid than before.

The trade unions mnst draw the following conclusions for
their further work for the reconstruction of agriculture. Aided
by their achievements in the village, in the organisation of the
Sovicet and collective farms, the work of all trade unions must
be directed to the socialist rcorganisation of agriculture and
the liquidation of the kulak as a class. on the basis of complcte
collectivisation.

The iucreascd work of the trade umions in the Sovict
and collective farming movement must affect its participation
in the whole work of systematic planning, in the organisation
of work and production, and in the application of the workir:
nictods and the lessons applicd by industry.

Furthier practical work must consist of the training «i
cadres of the most capable men and women workers for tie
consolidation of the Soviet and collective farms, of the gre-
atest possible inclusion of all workers connected with ta.
village in the activities oi the collective farms. The m»s:
advanced industrial unions must help the Union of the Azri-
cultural and Forestry Workers, especially in the training »i
tractor drivers, mechanics, and other skilled labour for th.
machine and tractor stations, Sovict and collective farms, a:l
forestry work. Further, the practical activities oi the workers
brizades in the villages must be superintended, in order titat
they may be more systematically utilised for applying in ti
rural districts the organisational and production experience
gained in the indusiral undertakings. At the same timie ol
is necessary that the industrial works which undertake the
patronage over collective or Soviet farms and agricultural
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raw material districs receive stronger support and instruction,

In a word, our trade uniotis must realise in actaal practice
the tasks laid down by Levin:

“As a school of conununism, the trade unions nnest

form for tie whele working class ,und for all toilers n

particular, a school in which they learn the administration

of socialist industry, (and then gradually of agricaltor2).”

The Improvement of the Material Position and Social
Life of the Workers,

It is a cenerally Kvown face that tie rremendors advaiice
oi socialist reconstrection has been accompanied by a svsic-
matic improvenienat in the standard oi living or tire working
class, Both materiad weliare and crltural level have been
roised. I 1927728 the namber of wage workers was 1430000,
A 1929 300 13129000, 1. e, ;m crease of 1LOZ3,000. In 192728
biv indastry woas eraploviag 203200 workers, a mmmber iore -
e by 1929730 to 30290000 Daring the last halt vear the
cdastry controlled by tie Suprene National Econoriie Comneil
ahore recorded an increase of 250060 in the weenber o wor-
hors emploved. This means that the basis of the dict itorLin
of the proleteriat is girowing, the force. the power, ad the
orocisasion of the Workiag class, ’

At the stmie time the mermbership of the trade wnions s
srowing s in 128 10065000, 1 19300 in rooed Tizares 12 anil-
e Ay averaze of So8 O of the warkers are orcatisad in
tie edestria? goionse widlst o the ot average Tor al! anions
NON0LT v.

Unemiployment iy decreasing
coeovedr tiie e iplovinent fig has dropped by 7300000 or
v o123 per cent. In May and Jeoe of this vear the aumber
of vnemployved diminished by do0.000,  OF the nranher of those
U noerploved. TonGo aee heins freshlyv troined, ond will
tien find thewr places at once o predection, We are on the
read to the rapadd Haod vton o sociipioviment, We Bave abre oy
d4oureat shortage of grdiiied and even of aoskilled Loy,

Wages are rising.  ihe .|ur..',:g wdage of the industrial
worker las risen by 73 per cent in 4'2 years,  The policv
ol te Party and of the new lewders of the Contrad Counald
bas becn directed toward sromoting the hackward waze wroips
el the hey industrios, \With this obiect the siom of 40 mithon
rebles was whiotted i 1929 50, dreri the Tund escablished dor
tat pirpose, for the svsteriatic raising of  wawzes: o this
IS niihions fell to thie nucers” uniou, o miilions to tie metd
vorkerst umiotn Phe control figrres for 1929 30 envisascd o
YING inominerst wases of 12 per cent. metal workers 10 per cont.
werkers in the Lt indastries -0 por ceni.

COur further pohey witit respect to wiage increases st he
cirected towards raising the woages of the workers in the key
sdestrics, e miners and st wl\in;; worhers, towar s strene-
Terine tre deiteris of plasncd o work., recdaia s tie waae
codivons in tie differe todistricis cnd sehedistricts, o in g
Uicinednatitios i Woezes i S Yoas Professioiis. ni
WALeN i praiessions mowineh tere is o fack of w
hlisbioes e clasest coomectic. beoweon warkiag
B prodactivin . '

It would be wrong, and a0t n accordance wilil fecis
WOTeowe to fedie e wronth of (e mietorial we e oi !w
sorkers mierclv by the vise inowoaeses I tie fiest oo vear
129 30 the i PAher O Wl croors i the WorRes's feiay
cereaseds raising the mcovie of the tanvly by 15 to 10 per cent
Socotimpared watlr tire correspondine period i 1926029 Doy

Clast vear the qaahific i o1 the workores fes aZoin arnmro-
Yol enabiiing die dncod e of the workers’s Doy to e §oe
e eased,

b tie Tirse hali of 1926 30 res] wazes amomted to 139 per
SU oD pre-war o wiges, totad'ing 167 por oot with the aded’-
Conoi the soctal and other benehs, But in spice of the in-
Lrease i real wazes, we have not atiaeied the preseribed
WP Of Wawes incieoses

Wiiit are e wavs and means which we nest ety
trensire the mcterial woliare of the workers and the inercase
Foreol wies? The work of dhie co-operatives nuist he reor-
Sreised fram top to bottory, FLe co-operatives st tarn their
Hicnting to the prodoction of fooddstofis, They must erdate
©ohread neiwork o farms prodocios veectables, piilh, pius,
e ey Trast secnre onr focd sapnfies un to 100 ver cent.

rd osvstematicabiv lower the IL‘H'! Prices.,
Mot o

steadily, T the course ol

hers, and
WooLe ot

PP P I P

(.fcntru.l Council, collaborating with the trade nnion orsianisi-
tions, in the districts, sub-districts, and local bodies. 1 reier to
}hc stperintendence of tiie co-operatives, 50,000 workers Iy e
mwsll"ﬂ(d the activities of the purchasing societies, of the
consumers’ socicties, the bookkeeping, ete,  This investization
has shown that the co-operatives have not vet re-organised
their activities in adaptation to the working tenpo of indnstry.
aud to the tenpo recent!y attained by the trade nmons.

We must take the co-operatives in tow.
muast actively participate i the work of the co-operatives, it
order that a rational ntilisation of our resources may be < iti-
ranteed with all speed. 1t nust he wmade possible that the
co-operatives organise vexctable phaoattations, dairies, and pia-
breeding darmis, in the vicnaty ef worhers' centres.

This is a point of parwmount importance for the rasing
o1 real wiages. This s what we moest orcanise.

The investization has, howener, beoneht 1o didht imons-
sible conditions in sorme co-operatives, The workers' co-oneri-
tive in the Mekeyev Works, for instaice, has carned o profit
of Zonn ro - Bes by bread bakinos winiist the co-oncrative 1n
Sveratovsk pechets o pront ei 73000 roubles fromy its public
divine Talls, Lo seine places provisions are sold at a 109 per
cent profit, I Astrokaan the pront earied on u divser s
1IN0 per per ceats on seprrate dishes evea more.

Cortraac Statin rorarbed very ricidly tivae the co-opira-
tves arc tore copcesned adert ther balance-shect thay ooy -
thing cl<e, that chey have Nepman mianners wineh prevent
tors Trom ciidicauy carrviog ¢t the work for the raosine of
rel wases, CPhercrory aris the task of the trade anioos
cominon  with  the  co-operatives 1o adopt all measures 1o
extervag ate those tendencios, This work st he cncicticaly
tacklcd, the congro! exerzised by the workers on the co-apor -
tive socicties in tire fnrrr of “patronace” rwmse be oeatonacd,
and the strawele Tor the lowerin . of prices nnst be resolaeny
privsaed,

The trade nvions ot Keep inomind that a fundamertd
iriprovertent 1 tiie provisionine of the workers with ioad i~
only possthle by the orcanisation of veuvetable nluntations,
dairies, Soviet furms for livestock breeting, and by the impre-
vement on the whole of tire wotk ol the co-operatives,

The trade anions have now for the dirst time st .aside
12 rullion roubies oat of their own resonrees for the orlasi-
sation of faras o the viciniiy of the cities. This is a proof that
they are willing to tuke ap soricnsly the stregale for the
raisine of real waLes

There is a certain change observaole in the organisation of
such agriculteral undertekings, The stets ¢f such cnterprises
in the Don disirict and me Stadingrad made an eaceilent -
rossion apon me. Whilst Last vear tie Don distiicn entan-ed
it e tetoes Trom Voraneseh and othier districise this voap e
waorkers' veeds in this respoct contd be Sadistivd te i ee cent
by the potato dicios i thie environs of the Bohaar centres. e
Doy district ierrs o excepion, o beninurad, Pral Mosconw,
and othier nds strial cenires, vanove Vossacsseask o ootsoovory
Viies has beca accotapisiicd in tas dirccion,

A st Do ever. Lot Content aorsoives Wit Wit s
Jreaon beens Joncs We b |\‘g oniv conenced wosks hee o=
aperctives 1iast be cversctsev o sepporied. Paca e -
taticsis cind livestock ferms i the eavirons of e tewis
destined to play o nanornt part o the focd scpplies of e
workers, wil be oreotiyv able to dulal theiv task

Poomv ontiion the tew st e i tae W
it e duers Tronn the kst o the compecticnse 2
e co-aberatives b tiis divection, crobhneg dedis v oy s o
be ottt el

Oire of the best methods of bnprovia., the nrociston ne of
the workers is the orcanisation of e bandic 1ol sapohes
service. For this porgose Tnollhoan aaaives woer s soraside
i Tu2s- 200 335 nlbons o 1929 200 wapdss o 1030 ST s s
is to be 200 netion toshios. Driag oedts e cengr o Ritrons
st e oexter sivety baile 2on ot moahlon e s s
of ntoacy 10 is e tish o of the trad s oot sce to
tihe grabty of the Tocd i mproved e scatoed
Fooworkers  oannd especially thicie faeilic. R I
Workh of (he orcaiisacaon ol e Teod Sappines sovi e

With respoect ter sociad insorai e iy aadoce N iised
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convalescent homes received 546,000 patients in 1928/29, 671,000
in 1929/30, of which almost 80 per cent were workers.

The growth of the social insurance budget demands the
active participation of the trade unions in the work of the
social weliare organs, the drawing in of workers to collaborate
in this work, aud the control of the correct and rational expen-
diture of these enormous sums, and of the observation of the
class principle in this expenditure.

’ 1800 million roubles have been expended in the last three
vears for dwelling house building. The dwelling area of the
hiouses in the industrial centres has increased from 8,599,000
sg.metres in 1929 to 10,942,000 sq,metres in 1930, In 1927/28
2.9 miilion sq,metres were added, in 1928729 3,2 million and in
1929/30 6.4 million sqa.metres. It will be scen that the dwelling
area steadily increases. The arca per head of the workers and
cmployees has increased irom 4,9 to 5,2 sqmetres in this time.

But this is not enough. The trade unions must take part to
a much greater extent in the solution of the housing question.
They must ensurc extended means for dwelling house building,
reculate the expenditure of these means, increase the useful
cffect of the expenditure to a maximum, and cheapen building.
Here we are faced by a tremendous task, We inust call apon
the workers to control the construction of dwelling houses.
The housing policy of the trade unions and econoeniic organs
must be directed towards the betterment of the housing con-
ditions of the working class.

li  some branches of industry, especially
the housiug question has become a question of the cadres.
Let us take the Don district for instance. Here the great
fluctuation among the mining population is chiefly due to the
iact that the workers have no possibility of finding a dwelling.
It is therefore imperatively necessary to liclp these branches
of heavy industry, that they be enabled to orzanise dwelling
lhouse building on a large scale in the immediate future, to
improve dwelling conditions, and thus to deal a decisive biow
to the constant fluctuation of the workers.

At the same time all housing plans must be made to
juciude dgining halls clubs, creches, baths, laumndries, etc. This
is most urgently necessary in the most important industria!
centres.  The Party, trade union, and economic organisations
must occupy themsclves seriously with the betterment of the
workers' standard of living, with the building of new towns
and public institutions, improving the lives of working mcn
and women. This point is alrcady included in the theses of
the Central Committce on the tasks of the trade unions.
I stress it especially, for cvery day brings fresh evidence
of the nccessity of building new cities, and impresses this
upon us more urgently. Let us remember for instance the
Magnitogorsk smeliing works, the Stalingrad “Traktorostroi™,
cte. Here tens of thousands of workers will be emploved
Complete new cities are being built for them. The trade
union, economic, and Party organisations muast sce to it that
these new cities meet every cultural need, that the workers
dwell here under conditions guarantecing a high tempo of
preduction, an increased labour eificiency. cte.

It must further be remembered that the sceven hour day
and the uninterrupted working weck represent great political
achicvements on the part of the workers. By the beginning
of May 1930 the uuinterrupted working week had been introd-
uced for 034 per cent of all industrial workers, the seven
hour  dav dor 47 per cent. The  transitton of  all  in-
dustrial and  transport workers  to the  seven hour  day
st be completed by 1931732, the introduction of the vn-
interrupted working week by 1030°31. The cconomic, trade
awviton, and Party orcans must take determined measures in
remedy the deficiencies arising in connection with the traas-
itlen to the seven hoar day and the uninterrapted work nge
week.,  We must devote more care to the cultural and socidt
needs of the working misses, and secuare the correcet org.aii-
sotton of recreation on the drce davs,

The

. striveesle awainst hurcaneracy in the cconomic and
Soviet

apparatis aprust be cecorded o leadinge place i the
activities of the trade mions, The trade wiions, as an ores-
tisition of the roling class, must become a vast reservolr
crabiig hundreds and thowsinds of proletarians o take an
active porton the St ol Cn-nperative appariatts, and in the
imediate admimiser stion of the Stnie.

Paeing he last few vears the trade umions have tramed

mining, .

approximately 25000 working men and woimen as leading
functionaries in various sphercs of work. We must ensure
the further systematic selection and training of thousands and
tens of thousands of proletarians, devoted to the cause, as
organisers of the socialist economy. The patronage of ti:
works and factories over the Soviet apparatus must be organ-
ised, the Soviet apparatus must be purged of all detrimental
elcments, and the broad masses of the workers drawn into
this task. This whole work must be carried out in closest
contact with the C.C.C. and the Workers' and Peasants’
Inspection, and must actively aid the measurese of those,
bodies. :
Further, the daily necds of the workers must be the pivat
on which the work of the trade union turns. Of late the trade
unions show a falling off in their work in this direction. The
report of the works council of the *‘Isvestiva™ shows a
characteristic instance. Here we read: .

‘““The basis of trade union work in this so responsible
period must be the slogan: “Turn your faces to pro-
duction”. This means that the defensive functions of the
trade unions retire into the background.”

Such a standpoint is fundamentally wrong. The pro-
duction tasks of the trade unions are not to be scparated from
the defence of the dailv needs of the workers. The struzgic
must be continued against the bureaucratic distortions of soime
cconomists, against cxaggerations, against the narrow guild
and craft trade unionist tendencies of some functionaries.

What tasks arise for the trade unions in the sphere of
the improvement of the material position and the social lives
of the workers?

The trade unions must extend their work for the socialist
eduction of the masses to the utmost of their power: they
must make the masses increasingly conscious that the Sovict
factorics. mines. quarries, railways, and other undertakings
and mcans pf transport, are of a socialist type, that they asc
the property of the pcople, that it is upon the growth und
prosperity of these enterprises that the increasing well-beiiy
of the working class, the increasing political power of the
workers, tlte successful building up of the socialist state o
society. and the final victory of the working class, the ruling
class in the Soviet union, depend,

The material position and the cultural level of the workiu:
class are indissolubly bound up with the realisation of tiv
prescribed tempo of industrialisation and of the socialist
reconstruction of agriculture. The numerical increase of tie
working class, the relative and absolute lessening of un-
cmployment in  the Soviet Union, bear witness to  the
correctness of the weneral line of the Party, laying down 2
rapid tempo of industrialisation. entailing an increasing parii-
cipation, from vear to year. of the working class in o
national income of the country, as compared with the otiw
classes.

Up to the present the trade unions have devoted too littic
attention to the supplying of the workers® needs, to the struggi
for the reduction of prices. and to the improvement of tie
work of the co-operatives. In order to eusure a steady rise @
real wages. the trade unions must attract the broad masses
of the workers to the whole work of the co-operatives. far
the organisation of vegetable plautations, dairies, and Sovier
farms livestock-breeding farms, etc., in the immediate vicnin
of the industrial centres. The trade unions must take resolute
steps for the reorgan.sation of the work in the co-operatives
and for remedying those cryving evils in the co-operative orgis
which afiect the material position of the workers. The apna-
vatus must be improved by sweeping it clear of all burea -
cracy. by ensurmg that workers and their familics are acuve
in cvery deparanent of the co-operative apparatus. and 'w
placing the activities of the co-operatives in the full licht o
the control of the working public. .

The trade umons must ensure the more rapid organisate -
of dining rooms, central Kiichens, the improvenment oi ot
rublic food supplies service. and must do this with the hielp of
the workers and their families,

In this connection tlie trade unions must not forget ore
oi their most important functions: the care of the dailv nevd-
of the workers.  On this point they must combat the buren-
cratic stundpoint of some economists and trade wnoms -

The increased means placed at the disposal of soc
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insurance, labour protection, construction of dwellings, and
cultural and social institutions, render it necessary that the
trade unions devote increased attention to the proper expendi-
ture of these mecans,

The Cultural Revolution and the Educational and Political
Task of the Trade Unions.

The cultural and educational work of the trade unions has
hitherto been more subject than any other branch of trade
unie.n activity to depolitisation, to the narrow-minded guild
stundpoint, to cultural faddishness. This tendency has been
solely due to the standpoint of the Right opportunists. They
have failed to grasp the tasks of the trade unions in their
new stage, and they have not comprehended the aims which
cultural and educational work must serve.in the period of
socialist reconstruction.

The characteristic feature of the depolisation of cultural
work is the lack of comprehension that this work must serve
the aims of the class-conscious training of the broad masses in
the spirit of communism. The cultural and educative wo?(
of the trade unions will not be fulfilling its present task unfil
it is the bearer, daily and hourly, of the general line of the
Party, and leads the backward strata of the workers to the
realisation of the general class tasks of the proletariat. The
faults and deficiencies of this department of trade union work
have been due to the under-estimation by the Right of the
political tasks of educational work, to the lack of under-
standing of the tasks of class-conscious training, to the narrow
minded guild and cultural faddist practices, and to the promo-
tion of views on the education of the masses which have
nothing in common with Leninism.

What is the conception of the Right opportunists of the
tasks of cultural education? In Comrade Tomsky’s pamphlet:
“The dccisive questions of the trade union movement”,
we read:

“What is the meaning of all this talk about depoliti-
sation? Does it not signify the endeavour to transform
the clubs and the trade unions themselves into centres
occupied exclusively with the carrying out of various
political campaigns as counterweight to the “cultural
faddishness” from which the educational work of the
trade unions is alleged to be suffering at the present time?
But it is precisely this cultural work which we need,
that is, the imparting of the most elementary cultural
habits to the working masses. and the providing of cultural
recreation quite apart from those campaigns of which we
have already enough in the clubs.”

And further:

“Instead of concentrating on important sections of
cultural work, and insisting on the satisfaction of even the
minimum cultural needs of the workers, a number of
unctionaries recommend that we retread the well worn
path of the time of the New FEconomic Policy, when the
trade unions occupied themselves with all manner of
things, and replaced all the organs of the Soviet power,
especially the organs of education and the agitprop
departments of the Party rganisations,

. This standpoint of the old opportunist leaders led to the
rise of a whole stratum of ‘“‘cultural functionaries”, who
regarded themselves as specialists in the organisation of
dances and other entertainments, and were regarded by the
other functionaries as such, and not in the least as persons
carrying on the struggle for the increase of productlion, for the
realisation of the general line of the Party.

Comrade Kaganovitsch has spoken here on the expenditure
of our means; how they are being spent, and how they were
spent up to recently.

The old leaders. for instance, expended only 1,564 million
ronbles in 1928 for the liquidation of illiteracy. How have we
reorganised this budzet? In 1929 we spent 18,800 million
Toubles for the liguidation of illiteracy.

The old leading body expended 632.000 roubles on the
nroduction consultations; we are expending 17,300 million.
T our opinion the coursc which we are pursuing in the
'eorganisation of the budwet is the sole right one.
the trade unions the possibility of actually devoting themselves
to the training of teclnical cadres within the next few years,

It gives ~

and tllqreby to fill up the gap hitherto existing in the trade
unions in this direction,

At the same time we are expending considerable sums
on the training of trade union functionaries. For this purpose
the old leaders spent one and a_half million roubles, whiist
our corresponding expendiiwure is 54 million, (Applause.) ‘The
total expenditure for the satisiaction of the cultural needs of
the masses has increased from 135 million roubles in 1928
to 270 million in 1930. (A voice: Too little.)

Have we a reorganisation of our cultural work at the
present time? Certainly we have. But it is not yet suificient.
If there is any ficld of work in which the working tempo has
dragged, it is in cultural and educative work. But can we
regard the tempo as adequate, when in 1928/29 the so-called
culture campaign reached a total of 800,000 illiterates, whilst
the number of thesc increases on an average by 2.6 per cent
yearly, and approximately 37 per cent of the population of the
Union, including over 1,200,000 members of the trade umions,
are unable to read and write?

It is only duriug the last few months that we have tackled
the comprehensive training and reschooling of the trade union
cadres.

At the present time the network of trade union cnltural
and educational organs is being but slowly. reorganised, and
does not keep pace with the tempo of socialist reconstruction.

What does the inclusion of cultural work among the tasks
of socialist reconstruction mean? The propagation and reaki-
sation of the slogzan: “Turn your faces to production”, not
only as a turn rclating only to the tasks of indastrialisation
and collectivisation, but to those of the cultural revolution
This means that cultural work is made into an important wea-
pon in the struggle for the general line of the Party. It nieans
that the situation is liquidated in which the trade unions coniine
their cultural activitics to their narrow interests, and that
cultural work is made into a poweriul instrument for the reali-
sation of the tasks of the cultural revolution, It means that
the slogan of general elementary education is made, espe-
cially among the industrial werkers, into the fichting slozan
of the whole of trade union cultural work. 1t means that the
gencral and technical level of the working masses is being
raised by the growing activities of the shock brizades, It
means that the class-conscious training of the workers is
being directed towards converting them in the shortest possible
time into active champions of our socialist reconstruction. It
means that the international education of the working masses
is being raised to the required level, and the transition being
mdde to the systematic international training of the broad
masses of the workers. It means that the correct class-con-
scious education of the masses is being brought into harmqny
with the correct organisation of their cultural recreation. The
trade unions must at the same time devote due attention to
the peculiarities of the work among tke various nationalities,
and to the necessity of the cultural uplift of backward groups,
especially among the women. .

The Bolshevist Offensive of the Proletariat of the
Soviet Union and the International Work of the Trade Unlons.

I now come to the international work of the trade unions.
An exhaustive analysis of the international position and tasks
of the Comintern and of the revolutionary trade unions is con-
tained in the reports of Comrades Stalin and Molotov. I need
add nothing to this analysis, which demonstmtes. the hrge of
our Party, and the policy and tactics of the international
revolutionary movement. It is only necessary for me to stress
those .tasks set the trade union movement in this sphere at the
present stage. .

What determines the tasks of the international rcvolut‘m—
nary trade unions? The present international sitnation: 1}10
radicalisation of the workine class in the capitalist and cqlonpl
countries: the upsurge of the revolutionary moverient in the
West and in the colonies in its relation to the shukpxg capi-
talist stabilisation and to the increasing cconomic crisis; 'the
increasing number of great economic strugeles, turnimr into
political strikes in many countries: the growine impartance
of the role played by the Comintern and the RILU.

The victorions building up of Socialism in our country
is one of the greatest factors of the revolutionary upsurge all
cver the world,
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When speaking of our tasks, we must make it perfectly
clear that we shall attain further successes only on the basis
of Bolshevist policy in the international revolationary trade
union movement. This means, above all, the pursuance of the
line of actual support given to the weaker sections of the
RILU, enabling these to share the beneiit of the political and
organisational experience of the stronger sections. This means
work for the establishment of close contact between the wor-
king class of the Soviet Union and the proletariat in the capi-
talist and colonial countries, the struggle for the Leninist
purity of the principles and ideology of the revolutionary trade
union movement.

It is only along these lines that an actual strengthening of
cur international work can be attained. It need not be specially
pointed out that we have received a bad legacy in the ficld of
intcrnational work from the old opportunist leaders. This
opportunist inheritance must be resolutely liguidatzd. We ate
on the eve of th V. Congress of the RILU. At this Congress
the trade unlons of the Soviet Union, as at earlier congresscs,
must play an extremely active part.

How has the struggle against the opportunist elements in
the RILU been carried on? The Right in the trade union move-
ment have not grasped the nature of the present stage of the
international movement. After committing a number of grave
theoretical and tactical errors, they land in the arms of the
reformists.

The struggle carried on by the Right is tantamount in its
essentials to a denial of the radicalisation of the masses, of
the revolutionary upsurge of the working masses, The Rights
do not comprehend the slogan of unity, but Interpret it in
a reformist sense, demanding unity at any price, thereby hoping
to conceal their utter lack of principles, their apostasy. The
Rizhts do not understand the ncw tactics of the RILU., the
tactics of the independent leadership of the economic struggles
in spite of and against the will of the bureaucrats; they do not
understand the necessity of ruthless struggle, on the basis of
the united front, against social Fascism. And finally, they do
not understand the Fascist degeneration of the social demo-
cratic and reformist bureaucrats. At bottom they are actually
opposed to a resolute struggle against the reformists and social
Fascusts of the Second and Amsterdam Internationals. The
Rnght opportunists in the trade union movement of the Sovict
Un_lon, taking such general theoretical premises as starting
point, have opposed the decisions of the 1V. RILU Congress,
thqs supporting the Rights in the whole iInternational trade
union movement. The Rights in the international trade nnion
movement, having actually surrendered thcir weapons to the
reformists and moved in the direction of Amsterdam, found
themselves supported by the Rights in the trade union move-
ment of the Soviet Union, who were hindering the work of the

RILU. and the Comintern in the .revolutionary mobilisation of
the masses.

The regrouping in the Soviet trade unions must bring
about the furthering of our international work. The Soviet
t(ade.uniops, the backbone of the R.ILL.U., play the lcading
role in this work. It is their task to define clearly and
dlst.mctly the means and ways to be employed in the present
period for the real strengthening of our international work.

What_ are these ways and means? The resolute turn
towgrds intensified international work on the part of the
Soviet trade unions, active participation in the work of the
R.I.L.U:. the passing on of the experience gained by the
1evolutionary work of the Soviet unions to all other Sections
of the RIL.U., especially the weakers ones. This means,
above all, intensified work for the RLL.U. It means that the
close ties between the working class of the Soviet Union and
of the capitalist and colonial countries is not to be a mere
high sounding phrase, but is to form a definite part of the
work of the Soviet trade unions.

The contact between the workers of the Soviet Union
.jmd of the capitalist countries must be more firmly secured,
in order t_hat the delegations elected directly in the works
and' fgctones may be able to report on the great work of
socialist reconstruction and on our upward struggles when
they return home from the Union. These workers' delegations,
after their return, must be prepared to be the best organisers
of the struggle against capitalism, the best agitators and pro-
pagandists.

Is it not characteristic that our trade union press contains

so little about the life and struggles of the internationmal revo-
lutionary proletariat? Is it not a fact that the standpoint of
the old. opportunist leaders has led to a weakening of ali
international trade union work?

We must enable every single one of our workers to gain
an insight into the inexorable struggle going on betwecn
capital and labour in the capitalist countries, of the forms takea
by this struggle in the worsening of the standard of livihg of
the proletarian masses, the growing unemployment, the cutting
of wages, the impoverishment of the masses of the peope,
in these capitalist countries. Every worker in the Sovist
Union must be made thoroughly to realise that to help tne
international revolutionary movement is the first duty of the
proletariat of the Soviet Union. We must prove ourselves
able to carry on this work on the basis of the experience of
the broadest masses, in order that it does not fall merely to
a few dozens or hundreds of trade union functionaries, but
at the same time to the thousands and millions of the workers
of the Soviet Union. It is only when this prerequisite is ful-
filled that a real turn on the part of the Soviet trade unions
im the direction of international work can be guaranieed, and
the work of the R.ILL.U, really strengthened.

d Can we attain this 2im? Certainly we can, and we shall
0 so.

What are the first tasks of the trade unions in connectioa
with the Bolshevist offensive under present conditions? The
leadership of the trade unions must be built up, in the whole
of its work, on the Bolshevist Party line, in order that the
trade unions may train the masses, daily and hourly, in com-
munism, may take up the unrelenting struggle for the reali-
sation of the general line of our Party, may mobilise the
masses for the struggle for the Bolshevist tempo of develop-
ment of socialist industry and of the reorganisation of agri-
culture, and may carry on their whole work from the stand-
point of the fight on two fronts at the present juncture,
especially the combat against the Right danger and the con-
ciliators as the chief danger. Only then can the trade unicos
master the tasks set them, and assume the place due to thcm
in the great Bolshevist offensive.

The determined offensive of the proletariat on the whole
front, under the leadership of the Party, this is the principle
which must form the point of departure in all spheres of trad:
union work for all trade union functionaries.

The Soviet trade unions have already played and will
continue to play an important part in the development of ‘he¢
international trade union movement. by means of aiding the
building up of Socialism in the first proletarian state.

The fight of Socialism against capitalism affects hundreds
of millions of workers all over the world. We must be pre-
pared for fresh battles, in which the Soviet trade unions are
called upon to play an important role.

In the whole capitalist world great stranggles are going
on between capital and labour. The workd economic crisis
is becoming daily acuter. Unemployment is increasing. Th:
workers' wages are being reduced. The partial stabilisation of
capitalism is steadily collapsing.

But the Soviet Union, though surrounded by capitalist
foes, is building up Socialism with the aid of the revolutionary
proletariat and the oppressed peoples, and hastening forward
from victory to victory, despite all obstacles thrown i its
path.

Our trade unions, under the leadership of the C.C. of the
Party, and with the support of the whole Party, have com-
menced the regrouping of their ranks and their purging of all
opportunist elements; they are armed and ready for the
struggle for a higher social tempo, for the fulfilment of the
Five-Year Plan in four years, for the socialist reconstruction
of agriculture.

The 16th Party Congress will go down in the history of
the international labour movement as the Party Congress of
the victorious building up of Socialism.

The Soviet trade unions, which have played such a pro-
minent historical réle in every stage of the socialist revolution,
will attain to a higher level in the course of the present
reconstruction period, and will become an even more decisive
and active power towards the building up of the socialist state
of society. (Prolonged applause.)
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Discussion on the Report of Comrade Molotov.

(Conclusion).

Comrade Mif.

Comrades, we have heard the exhaustive and interesting
report of comrade Molotow, and 1 would like to supplement it
with a few words on the rise of the revolutionary struggle in
the East.

We are faced with a real rise of the revolutionary struggle
in Corea and in the Phlippines, We have seen tremendous
successes for the revolutionary movement in Mongolia where
last year all cattle and other property of the feudalist and
other reactionary elements was expropriated under the leader-
ship of the Mongolian Revolutionary People's Party, where the
co-operative and semi-collectivist movement has strengthened,
where the Party leadership, which gained power a little whiie
ago, is conducting, logicaily and persistently, a policy in the
interests of the poor population. The result of all these reve-
lutionary measures is that in Mongolia, one of the most back-
ward countries in the world. the way is being scored for a
non-capitalist development independent of international ims
perialisin.

Further, we have recently witnessed very serious actions
on the part of the toiling masses in the Arabian countries. Tne
insurrection in Palestine last autumn, the revival of the struggle
of the Arabian working masses in Syria, Egypt and the other
Arabian countries show us that the Arabian East is awakening,
that the Arabian working miasses are rallying to the inter-
national struggle against imperialism. :

And then hundreds of millions oi Negrees have been drawn
inito this struggle. In Rhedesia, in Nigeria, in Gambia, in
Kenya Colony, in Haiti, in the Belgian and the French Congo
the Negro workers and peasants, driven by inhuman exploi-
tation, are taking up arms against imperialist slavery, against
forced labour and against the terrible exploitation of the
colonial countries by imperialism.

The workers and peasants of Indo-China have also
joined in the struggle and what is very important, whole
garrisons of native troops have gone over to the side of the
insurrectionary people.

In Indla we have witnessed not only tremendous strikes,
but also armed collisions in Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, Lahore.
Peshawar, Chittagong, Sholapur and Delhi. Open armed
actions were carried out also by various tribes in the nortl-
west provinces.

All these events are the first signs that the struggle in
India has begun, that it will continue to develop and that in
the end it will not only overrun British imperialism, but also
all the forces of the native bourgcois national reformists who
now hinder the movement and play objectively the role of the
agency of British imperialism. In India the strike struggie
will undoubtedly extend still further, the process oi the politi-
calisation of the economic struggles will be accelerated, the
anti-imperialist movement will countinue to develop, and the
decisive pecasant reserves will be drawn into the struggle side
by side with the proletariat. At the same time the Communisi
Party will strengthen. The Indian proletariat will succed :n
winning the hcgmony of the movement and leading it to a
victorious struggle against British imperialism.

Aud now a few words concerning China: the bearer of the
revolutionary advance there is the working class. QOne can
judge the growth of the Chinese working class movement irom
the May Day dcmonstrations. | cite the evidence of Dai Tsi-
tao, the idcological leader of the Chinese counther-revolution,
Prior to the Ist May he dceclared the following:

“This year the Mav Day demonstrations give rise ty
especially great anxiety owing to a series of strikes which
broke out in various industries in March and April and
which are not yet settled. Everywhere you hear the sigh,
if only this day were past.” (Chenbao, Ist May 1930.)

From this confusion in the ranks of the Koumintanz leaders

" we can judge the extent of the working class movement in

China. Significent for this confusion was the fact that the
zoverning clique of the Kuomintang was compeclled to declare
the Ist May a lioliday.

Parallel with the working class wovement, the irregular
struggles of the peasants are developing in China.

_ The Shanghai correspondent of the “Frankfurter Zeitung”
writes: Behind the fighting fronts of the numerous armies
which are fighting for political power in China, a new power
is arising slowly and surely amongst the peasants. He then
describes the districts in which the Soviet power has been
victorious: these are the eastern and southern districts of tke
province of Kwangtung, parts of the island which lies beicre
the coast of Kwangtung, the south east of the province of
Kwangsi on the Indo-China frontier, the western and southern
districts of the province of Fukien, the north east of the pro-
vince of Hunan, the east, the north east and the interior of
the province of Hupeh. The correspondent refers to the statz-
ment oi a high Chinesc official who told him that the sovict
power was so firmly established in a third of the province of
Hupeh that the goverment was threatened with the loss of the
entire province. He then describes the fighting around Hankow.
He concludes by declaring that all these struggles in whicn
tremendous masses of the peasantry are taking part, ars
obvieusly proceeding on a joint plan on the basis of a unifarm
programme and uniform tactical operations. He writes that
he caunot obtain definite figures concerning the strength oi the
Red Armies, but that it is assumed that they have at least
50 000 bayonets at their disposal. The Red Armies suifer
chiefly from a shortage of ammunition. Their weapons and
equipment had been won from defeated government troogs
and from the towns occupied by the Red Armies. Further,
individual deserters and even whole units of the government
troops went over to the Red Armies taking with them the:r
rifles and ammunition and even machine-guns. In 1929 no
less than 36 mutinics took place amongst the soldiers in the
government forces, whereby the province of Fukien contributed
the greater number and many soldiers went over to the Red
Army. In the end the government had been compelled to send
the units in Fukien to other provinces, to fill them up with
reliable material or to disband them altogether.

The correspondent in question writes that the imperialists,
the Chinese militarists and the Nanking government
are well aware of the danger represented for them by the new
peasant movenient. Newspaper reports from Shanghai showed
that two American warships had bombarded Chinese troops
between Hankow and Itchang, and that a Japanese gunbsat had
also opened fire on Chinese troops in the same area. [t was
further reported that four French aeroplanes had flown over
the Indo-Chinese frontier and dropped 400 bombs on the pro-
vince of Kwangsi, doing great damage in the towns and villages
of the province.

It must be pointed out at this juncture that of these 4 acrc-
plancs 3 were shot down by the red troops: two on Soviet
territory in the province of Kwangsi, whilst the third was coni-
pelled to make a forced landing on Indo-Chinese territory.
Apart from these facts qucted by the correspondent of tie
“Frankfurter Zeitung”. we are aware of other instances of
imperialist intervention. For instnace, in Dayven, a comparati-
vely large industrial town for Chinese conditions, a party of
Japanese marines landed and drove the red troops out of the
town,

We also have no exact figures concerning the numerical
strength of the Red Army. It is known that at the beginning of
April it had 62,730 men of whom 38982 had riflcs. By the
end of April the figures had grown to 75,000 and 57,200 re-
spectively. These figurcs are taken from the organ of the
Chinese Communist Party. Further it is reported that at the
beginning of April of 773 districts in 10 provinces, 162 were ‘2
the hands of red partisan troops. Later reports of the “Daily
Worker" (London. No. 148 of the 23rd May 1930) show that at
the end of May 241 out of a total of 636 districts in 8 provinces
were in the hands of insurrectionary Chinese peasants.

The risc of the revolutionary movement in (’:hAina' refute
all the prophecies, including those of the “leftewing’ _hqundatorc.
concerning a long period of depression] for the Chinese rey
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hition. 1t is characteristic that Yen Du-hsiu. a iformer leader
of the Communist Party of China and an opportunist who is
now Trotzlyist, describes the Red Army in an article published
in the first number of his newspaper as follows: “This army
is composed of the remnants of the armies of Ho Lung and
Ye Ting supplemented by roving bands. Cut off from all
connection with the masses this army must inevitably develop
into banditry on a new scale.” Yen Du-shiu proceecds from
what is in his opinion the inevitable consolidation of the bour-
geoisie and the development of capitalism. Tt is, therefore, not
at all surprising that the new rise of the revolutionary wave
in China should brush aside all the prophecies of the “lefi-
wingers* and liquidators in general.

The revolutionary rise in the East however also destroys
all the theories of the right-wing capitulators who talked of
the cxtended basis of capitalism in the East from the stani-
point of the theory of decolonisation and the theory of “orgari-
sed capitalism”. The bourgcois social democratic essence of
the opportunist conceptions such as the theory of “organised
capitalism” and the so-called “decolonisation” theory is exposed
not only by the American and afterwards the world-wide
economic cricis, but also by the growing and intensifying con-
tradictions between capitalism and labour. The new revolu-
tionary rise in the east also delivers an annihilating blow from
this side, from this front against the opportunist social demo-
cratic theories. Brushing aside the right-wing and “left-wing”
liquidators and their thcories, the new revolutionary wave in
China is rising just as it is rising in all the other countrics
of the oppresscd East.

The rise in China and in particuler the revolutionary
struggles raise a series of extremely complicated and difficult
problems which one cannot by any means regard as solved.
There is for instance. the question of the organisation of the
civil authorities in China who must prevent a degeneration of

V. €ongress of the 7R.3. €. U.

the individual irregular units into militarist semi-robber bands,
who must ensure the participation of the masses in all the
organs of power, who must centralise and co-ordinate the revo-
lutionary struggle for freedom, who must play a great aw-
tational role by their decrees and practical measures, and
finally, what is the most important of all, must guarantee the
hegemony of the proletariat in the peasant war. Then theic
is the problem of a correct solution of the land question in thz
Soviet territories in China which must guarantee that the
agrarian revolution is a revolution of the poor and middic
peasants and not of the Kulaks. Then there is the problem oi
the economic policy of the revolutionary government, and the
problem of the Red Army, its gradual transformation into a
real people’s army on the basis of a mobilisation, the con-
solidation of the communist leadership and the communist
nucleus in this army. Then there is the problem of the foreigu
relations of the Chinese workers and peasants government and
the utilisation of the contradictions between the various im-
perialist powers in order to split the imperialist united front.
At the same time the task remains and grows of extending the
antizimperialist movement in China on the basis of the agrarian
revolution. Finally there is the problem of conducting a correct
labour policy in the Sovict territories, a policy which must
radically improve the situation of the working class, increase
its activity, consolidate its organisations and at the same time
strengthen fhe alliance between the working class and the
peasantry.

Now that the decisive masses of humanity have come into
movement we must not forget for a moment that this struggle
of the oppressed peoples of thc East, together with the suc-
cesses of the socialist constructive work in the Soviet Unios,
and together with the revolutionary struggle in the West wili,
as Lenin taught us, change and determine the fate of the whole
of humanity (applause). -

Report of Comrade Heckert.

Moscow, 17 th August 1930.

It is my task to place before you a number of concrete
questions of our practice from the standpoint of Leninist-Boi-
shevist self-criticism. This is the more necessary as in view of
the present economic crisis, and the growing revolutionary
situation, we cannot take things so easily as does the Amster-
dam International, whose leaders declare that capitalism has
succeeded in restoring economy and in overcoming the crisis.
Leipart, at the last Congress of the Amsterdam International,
reierred to the world steel trust, and to the sugar and potash
syndicates, as examples of the advance of organised capitalism.
At the very moment in which he said this, the steel trust
dissolved, followed by both the other syndicates, under the
pressure of competition and the struggle for the markets.

In our own ranks there were people who attempted to side-
track us from the main daily problems, and to combat our line.
I refer to such elements as Brandler, Lovestone, Haiss, and
Kilboom, who at the beginning of this year still maintained that
the crisis was an invention of Stalin. It is unnecessary to
dispute with these. It is more important to turn to our own
work in the light of real Bolshevist self-criticism. This does not
mean solely the exposure of our faults and defects, but the
creation of a firm organisational basis for overcoming these,
that is, we must learn the lessons taught by the experience and
achievements won by the workers in their daily class struggles,
and pass on these lessons to other countries, that these may not
repeat errors once committed. Our criticism must therefore
not consist of condemning others, but of benefitting from our
own mistakes and shortcomings, in order that we may say to
the workers: Look, these are the efiects of this or that error,
take care you do not repeat it.

) I should like to refer more in detail to the lessons of our
strike struggle. At the IV. Congress there was much discussion
on the attitude to be adopted by revolutionary workers in
tl‘lo'se countries in which there are no independent Red trade
bmon;. towards the leaders of the reformist trade unions. At
that time the slogan prevalent in the countries with reformist

trade unions was: Compel the bureaucrats. This injurious and
dangerous slogan we replaced by: ‘“Prepare independent
economic struggle in the working class, organise these, and
carry them through.” That is, not jointly with the reformists,
but without and against the reformists. This has been the
decisive and important turn.

The decision in favour of independent economic struggle
was passed unanimously by the IV. Congress. This does not,
however, mean that all who voted for it were agreed
with it.  As instances I may name Lessing, etc. who
immediately attempted to falsify the decisions of the
1V. Congress. Their argument was: For other countries
this may be all very well, but our ' country is an
exception. Thus arose the theory of national peculiarities. And
after the VI. Congress of the CI. had issued its decision on
this question, the Right and the conciliators began a regular
combat. This combat has been carried on not only in Germany
and the United States, but in Czechoslovakia, Sweden, England,
and France. The Right and the conciliators sabotaged and
undermined our work until we expelled them from the leader-
ship of the revolutionary trade union movement. It must be
observed that a numbers of our directives have been carried
out, not so much as a result of our propaganda and organisatio-
na! work, but because the class feeling of the proletariat has
recognised the necessity of revolutionary tactics under present
conditions. The history of the last few years shows the
necessity of studying the experience gained in all former
strikes ,even the most insignificant ones. We may remember
for instance the Hennigsdorf strike in 1928. Here the revo-
lutionary trade union opposition succeeded in preparing and
carrying out a strike against the will of the reformist leaders.
demonstrating that we have already learnt how to lead
economic struzgles. We succeeded in doing this, although oppo-
sed by all the forces of the bourgeois state and of the reformists
—by the declaration that the awards of the board of arbitration
were binding, by the police, by organised strikebreaking. The
Hennigsdorf strike was important not only for Germany, but
for the whole world.| is lessons  were further confirmed by the

SN —
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plumbers strike in Berlin last autumn. These strikes were a
brillant confirmation of the rightness of our prognosis, of our
line in the question of independent leadership of economic
struggles. Other strikes of greatimportance have been those of
the Czechoslovakian miners and glass workers, the strike of
the Danzig agricultural workers, the Bradiord woolworkers,
etc. A noticeable feature of the Ccech miner’s strike was its
insufficient preparation. The Czechoslovakian comrades, even
built up a special theory on this insufficient preparation: They
maintained that the spontaneity of the strike is a sign of the
present period.

The-strike struggles of the last few years have shown that
the part played by women and youth in the struggle of the
working class is increasing in importance. This circumstance
must be given due consideration in our tactics.

With respect to the conversion of economic struggle into
political and revolutionary struggles, our prophecies have been
fully fulfilled. The inevitability of economic struggle becoming
political was plainly shown during the strike at Hartmannsdorf,
where 250 workers stoped work in protest against a 35 per cent
wage cut. The police shot down the strikers. The survivors
were made responsilbe and sentenced. Even the prejudiced
observer has to admit the political character of this strike.

Unfortunately, we often under-estimate the political im-
portance of such strikes, and fail to explain this to the workers.
This is one of our gravest errors. In carrying out the tactics
of the united front from below, we have again made many
errors.

The speaker then criticised Trotzky’s attitude towards the
united front. We have not yet succeeded in creating a united
front of the workers and the unemploved. Whilst we raise the
question of creating a united front from below against.the
reformist trade union bureaucracy merged in the bourgeois
state apparatus, Trotzky opposes us, .proposing that we unite
with the Amsterdamers and the Il. Interational against unemp-
loyment. At the same time left sectarianism must be comba-
ted, for this can do great injury to the united front.

Heckert further exposed the dangers of the Right oppor-
tunist policy, tolerated by a number of the sections of the
R.‘I.L-U. It has been oiten proved that Right opportunism under-
mines in actual practice the working class struggle and demo-
bilises the revolutionary workers. The best weapon against

R_ight opportunism is the wide use of revolutionary seli-criti-
cism, the relentless exposure of even the most insignificant
incidents which may lead to a deviation from our correct linc.

Comrade Heckert dealt in detail with the question of the
struggle against reformist trade union bureaucracy and with
the possibility of winning over the reformist trade union appa-
ratus. Some comrade have taken the decisions of the
IV. R.LL.U. Congress to mean that we should never take over
posts in the reformist unions, under any circumstances. In
individual cases, where the opportunity is oifered to capture a
post and therewith to expose the treachesy of the reformist
functionaries, the opportunity must be taken. This applies
especially to work in the factories and workshops, whereby
the trade union apparatus can be employed to save the workers
from the influence of the reformists.

It is wrong to classify all qualified workers as belonging
to the “labour aristocracy”, as has been done by many com-
rades in Czechoslovakia and other countries, Rationalisation
and the offensive of capital are erasing the differences between
the various strata of the workers. The skilled worker of today
may be one of the army of the unemployed to-morrow and
entirely revolutionary. We must extend our work to
the skilled workers, not reckon them wholesale to the social
Fascists and consider them to be lost to the revolutionary
movement.

An important question for our movement is the transference
of our work into the works and factories. We must win over
the great undertakings, for it is these which will decide the
fate of the coming revolution. There are no “objective diifi-
culties”. Such obiections are simply excuses on the part of
those who are unwilling to work or incapable of it. We must
win the great industrial undertaking, or we cannot accomplish
the revolution. .

No Section of the R.ILL.U. can boast of any great success
in work among the agricultural workers. And yet the success
of the proletarian revolution depends entirely. as Lenin taugllt.
onl our winning over great masses of rural workers and forming
a united front with them.

In conclusion, Comrade Heckert called upon the delegates
to apply the methods of seli-criticism, resolutely and without
respect of persons. Our Congress is not to be a Congress of
phrases, but of revolutionary action.

Italian Confederation of Labour Joins the R.I. L. U.

The Italian delegation submitted the following declaration
to the Congress:

Comrades! The Il Conference of the Italian Federation of
Labour resolved unanimously to join the R.LL.U. officially and
unconditionally, With proletarian pride and glowing enthusiasm,
our delegation brings the Congress the official notice that the
old class organisation, representing the whole Italian proleta-
riat, joins the R.LL.U. This step is the result of long years of
struggle on the part of the Italian proletariat against the reformist
trade union bureaucrats, who, supported by the bourgeoisie and
aided By Fascist Terror, forced the Federation to join the
Amsterdam International against the will of the ltalian workers.
D’Aragona, Rigola, and other renegades and former leaders of
our Federation have now gone overe openly into the service
of Fascism, whilst others (Buozzi and his consorts) are abroad
combating our Federation and therewith the Italian working
class, and are seeking to create reserves for Italian capitalism.
All of them boast cynically of the defeat caused to the Italian

_ broletariat by their treachery. The difierent phases of the
. struggle of capitalism and social democracy against the Italian
proletariat teach valuable lessons to the workers of all coun-
tries. When the whole Italian proletariat faced great revolu-
}ionary struggles, the former reformist leaders pretended will-
mgness to join the R.LL.U, but maintained communications
with their worthy counterparts from Amsterdam. Wlhen we
workers from town and country took possession oi the factories
and the land, the former reformist leaders pretended to take
part in this revolutionary action. But at the same time they
- collaborated in secret with the bourgeoisie and the government

towards the capitulation of the workers. And when we were
fighting the Fascist bands with weapons in our hands, the soc;al
democratic leaders signed the disgraceful peace agreement with
Fascism. As soon as the Italian proletariat had been defeated,
the reformist leaders went over openly to Fascism, and aband-
oned the working class to the unrestricted exploitation and the
bloody dictatorship of capitalism. This is the goal towards
which social democracy is anxious to lead the proletariat all
over the world. -

Now that the Italian proletariat is once more taking up an
energetic struggle against the Fascist regime of blood and
terror, we see thie social democratic leaders on the other side
of the barricade, side by side with the capitalists. Our Fede-
ration, led by the revolutionary proletariat, joins the R.IL.U.

All Italian workers—including those who till recently were
under the influence of the social democrats—have declared
themselves, unanimously and enthusiastically, in favour of
immediate and unconditional aifiliation to the R..L.U. The
separation of our Federation from the R.ILL.U., forced upon us
by the former reformist leaders in 1921 was the bezinning of
the deieat of the Italian proletariat. The enthusiastic aifiliation
to the R.LL.U. on the desire of the whole of the Italian workers,
determined to continue the struggle against the emp!o,v_ers
and against Fascism under any circumstances. is the beginning
of the decisive strugszle for the overthrow of Fascism and the
triumph of the cause of the proletariat : .

Long live the Italian Coniederation of Labour! Long live
the Red International of Labour Unions!
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Discussion on the Report of Comrade Losovsky.

Moscow, 18th August.
Comrade Mirzak (India)

Comrades, In India there is a great revival of the revolu-
tionary movement. This movement has its economic basis,
and has grown into a mighty strike wave. The million masses
of the oppressed proletariat have taken part in these strikes,
which have already become expressly political in character.
The inevitable defeats have not discouraged the workers. In
spite of the sabotage and treachery of the national reformists,
the revolutionary workers of India are marching forward on
the path of revolutionary class struggle.

The Indian textile workers union has set an example to
the other workers of India. The workers reply to police
terrorist methods by the organisation of Red self-defence corps,
which can be used for purposes of attack. All this shows that
the working class of India is sweeping away the remnants of
slavery. The bourgeois press of India does not refer by one
word to the workers’ struggle, but we know very well that
millions of workers are taking part, by means of strikes and
demonstrarions, under Red banners, in the class struggle.

We have committed many errors, and these have mainly
been due to the generally unfavourable social-political position
in India for our struggle. The revolutionary movement is fre-
quently under the guidance of petty bourgeois elements, who
betray the workers at the decisive momeént. In India there is
no Communist Party to lead the revolutionary labour move-
ment. And many of our errors are due to our being insuffi-
ciently aided by the international labour movement, especially
by the R.L.L.U. Had the R.I. L. U. devoted serious attention
to us earlier, we might perhaps have avoided many errors.
The R.LL.U. and the revolutionary trade union movement
in the capitalist countries must help us.

The English trade unionists support the Indian national
reformists. We need the active aid of our comrades in the
imperialist countries. The Indian workers need a revolutionary
press and proper guidance by experienced revolutionary work-
ers, who have already emerged successfully from their
struggles. (Stormy applause.)

Moscow 19th August.
Comrade Sadi (Syria):

stated: The presence of new representatives of the proletariat
of the colonial and oppresed countries is characteristic of the
V. International Congress of the R.I. L. U. Its leading influence
on the strugle of the workers in the colonies is a mighty success
for the R.L.LL.U. A new force enters the proletarian arena:
The Arabs of Egypt, Palestine, Algeria, Morocco, Syria, and
lraq, are joining the revolutionary movement. The sole organi-
sation creating a firm foundation for the revolutionary trade
union movement in the Arabian Orient is the R.I.L.U. The
Arabnan proletariat is chiefly agrarian. The workers’ question
is therefore closely bound up with the agrarian question. The
agrarian crisis affects both fellaheen and workers. The national
Arabian bourgeoisie seeks to win over the peasantry by de-
magogic means. The Wafd government expends millions in
trying to pacify the middle and big peasantry. Many comrades
underestimate the influence of Amsterdam in the Arabian
Qnen_t. It would be a grave error to overlook the fact that
imperialist Amsterdam and the Arabian bourgeoisie may form
a bloc against the revolutionary Arabian movement.

The inattention of the English and French comrades
towards the Arabian proletariat must cease with this Congress.
We hope that the R. I. L. U. will help us in the energetic struggle
for the liberation of the Arabian working masses, and of the
Jewish, Armenian, and other minorities, and will aid us in the
founding of an Arabian Secretariat for communism.

The representative from Greece

dcscnbe_d the situation and the radicalisation of the QGreek
rroletanat. The workers are losing faith in the reformist
eaders, and'are joining the revolutionary trade unions. Under
the leadership of these last the great strike at Lazrio was won
in 1929, greatly increasing the importance of the RILU,

Comrade Bulat (Soviet Rusia)

designated the successes of the revolutionary trade movement
during the last 2% years as the result of the struggle against
Right opportunism and “Left” sectarianism. The trade union
movement of the capitalist countries must gain by the multi-
farious experiences won by the Soviet Russian trade union
movement. .

Comrade Dunkel (Switzerland)

criticised the opportunist errors of the Communist Party and the
revolutionary trade union opposition in Switzerland, with their
harmful theory of the uniqueness of Swiss social democracy,
The result of this has been that the revolutionary trade umion
opposition has not been in a position to head the growing ac-
tivity of the masses. The change of trend now beginning must
be consolidated.

Comrade Horuer (Miners’ LP.C)):

The revolutionary trade union opposition has the oportunity
at the mpment of gaining the majority of the miners, for an
especially energetic employers’ offensive against the miners
is setting in at the present time. Work in this direction is
inadequate. The coming mining struggles will undoubtedly be
international in character. They must be carefully prepared
and carried through.

Comrade Welssmann (U.S.A):

The American workers are standing ready to fight under
the leadership of the revolutionary trade unions. But we our-
selves are still insufficiently prepared. The success on 6th March
came as a surprise even to us. The proper development of
our work has been hindered by opportunist errors, which must
be determinedly combated in the future.

Comrade Roja (Mexico):

Mexico Is now in the midst of a severe crisis. Out of a
population of 15 millions there are 600000 unemployed, and
this reduces the standard of living of the whole working class.
Under such circumstances the radicalisation of the workers of
Mexico is comprehensible, and is going forward in opposition
to the traitrous activities of the social Fascists and their allies
the anarchists. -

A representative of Chinese Youth stated that in the
Chinese light industry 64 per cent of all werkers are juveniles.
The low wages and long working hours are arousing the re-
volutionary spirit. In many strikes the young workers have
been the driving power. Youth is the coming army. Therefore
the greatest attention must be devoted to work amongst the
youth of the colonial and semi-colonial countries.

Comrade Voss (Norway):

Norway is striding rapidly forward to Fascism. A peasants’
march on Oslo, on the pattern of the other Fascist countries,
is already being spokea of. This Fascisation in Norway is
closely bound up with the crisis arising from the reduced
wages and worsened standard of living. The growing radi-
calisation of the working masses finds expgession in numerous
strikes, in which a revision of the tariff agreements in the
direktion of a rise in wages is demanded.

A Japanese woman delegate

stated: The Japanese women workers are organised but weak-
ly, Scarcely ten thousands women are organised in the Right
trade unions. This facilitates the extreme exploitation of the
Japanese women by the employers. Their wages are fright-
fully low, and they live under miserable conditions in the
factory buildings, under prison regime. Up to the preseat the
international revolutionary trade union movement has done
too little towards reaching and organising these womesa. Imter-
national reformism is endeavouring to strike root in Japan,
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Comade Galbreight (New Zealand):

The world crisis has reached New Zealand. The bourgeoi-
sie seek a way of escape in an offensive against the working
class. New Zealand’s main product is wool. Therefore the
main attacks are upon the sheep-shearers’ wages., New Zea-
land is the first country in which a complicated legislation on
arbitration has been introduced in the interests of the bourgeoi-
sie. The reformist trade unions are one with the bourgeois
State. A strike becomes an illegal action against the State. It
is our task to fight the arbitration system, and to organise
the unemployed, and to strengthen our organisation.

Comrade Marenmarsch (Nigeria):

The home of the Negro is Africa, but there are Negroes
in every part of the world. Comrade Losovsky referred to the
organisation of the Negro workers as an urgent question. It
is a difficult question, and one hitherto accorded too little atten-
tion by the revolutionary trade unions. Only unity can help
us. The Negro Congress in London was prohibited by Mac-
Donald. The white workers made no protest. This just suits
the capitalists, who wish for disunity between white and black.
But here in this hall we see the representatives of all coun-
tries, all nations, all races, white, black, yellow, and others.

Comrade Navodny (Austria)

declared himself in agreement with Comrade Losovsky’s theses
and report. The speakers stated that though a social-demo-
cratic workman, he was elected as delegate to the V. R.I. L. U.
Congress. The trade union bureaucrats threatened him with
expulsion should he go to Moscow. The social-democrats and
reformists, by their policy of strike suppresion and fawning on
the bourgeoisie, have smoothed the path of Fascism into the
works and factories. The trade union opposition has not yet
succeeded in gaining the leadership, but its influence is growing.

A Chinese woman delegate,

who had worked in a silk factory from nine years of age,
described the wretched conditions suffered by the Chinese
working women. The Chinese woman is a slave and a chattel,
of her employers and of her relations. Her miserable situation
has, however, now roused her to join the workers of China
in active participation in the economic and political strikes
and demonstrations. Especially after 30th May 1929, when
the revolutionary movement began to rise again in China, the
Chinese women have shown the greatest heroism.

Comrade Sharkey (Australia):

Australia too has been seized by the world crisis, and we
have 300000 unemployed. In Australia we have a *“Labour
Government” which carries on an offensive against the standard
of living of the workers. Rationalisation in the interests of the
capitalists is ruthlessly introduced by the government. The
Australian trade unions work hand in hand with the government
The Minority Movement is still somewhat weak in the Austra-
lian trade unions, but its activities are not without effect.

Moscow, 20th August.

At the evening session on 19th August the following speak-
ers took part in the diskussion:

Comrade Galinat:

'The struggles in Mansfeld and in the Ruhr district are a
striking proof of the rightness of thie method of leading the
struggle and organising fighting committees on the basis of a
broad united front from below. It is of the outmost importance
that the work of such fighting cqmmittees be well prepared
beforehand. In Mansfeld, where this was done, the committee
was well able to cope with its task. In Duisburg, where the
preparations were inadequate, these iighting committees were
mostly stillbor.

Comrade Allan (Great Britain),
the representative of the independent revolutionary miners’

- trade union of Scotland, stated that the result of the capitalist

rationalisation and the offensive against the standard of living

of the workers is the ever increasing discontent of the miners.
We must place ourselves at the head of the discontented, and
organise the repulse of the capitalist advance. To accomplish
this we must transfer our chief efforts to the mines and iron-
works. We must win one mine after another, one works after
another. We must combat as false the under-estimation of the
struggle of the separate undertakings and even departments.
Some of our comrades are of the opinion that we have only
to devote attention to great mass actions. This is entirely
wrong. We must learn to conduct every strike, even the smal-
est. Only by taking into account the needs and interests of
the smallest workshops can we gain the confidence of the work-
ers. We must fight the social Fascists in the works and iac-
tories.

Comrade Urso (Paraguay)

pointed out that the first labour organisation formed in Paraguay
was a relief fund founded in 1896. This developed later into
the trade union. We are fighting for improved conditions of
life, and the day is not far distant when Paraguay will send
its proletariat to join the ranks of the jnternational revolutio-
ary proletariat. We have always been isolated from the inter-
national movement, hence our errors. The position of the
workers in Paraguay is extremely difficult. The peasants are
subject to feudal exploitation. The workers in the tea planta-
tions are slaves, and the wages of all workers do not sufiice
for the most elementary needs. We appeal to the international
proletariat to aid us in our struggle.

Comrade Little (U.S.A),

speaking on behalf of the revolutionary youth of his country
described the effect of the great economic crisis upon the young
people. The working youth of the United States join the adults
in the strugle against the capitalist offensive. Youth goes even
further, and organise strikes when the adults will not.

Comrade Germanov (W.LR):

The W.I. R. is an organisation which has set itself the aim
of coming to the aid of every suffering worker. The W.LR.
helps the workers during the labour struggles, it aids the un-
employed, etc. | may say that I have never seen so much
want and misery as at present, nor such fighting determination
and heroism on the part of the proletariat. The only party.
and the only trade unions helping these heroic proletarian
efforts are the Communist Party and the revolutionary trade
unions. The speaker appealed for support for the W.LR.
which helps the workers on every iront of their struggle against
their foes.

Moscow, 20th August 1930.
A Corean delegate:

In Corea Japanese imperialism rules; it has seized upon
every key position, and squeezes enormous profits out of the
Corean proletariat. Hence the economic crisis in Japan has
affected Corea. In the towns of Soeul and Pejan alone 1500
undertakings are temporarily or permaneatly closed down. The
number of unempioyved exceeds 200,000. More and more work-
ers emigrate. In every branch of industry the working day is
lengthened and the wages reduced. There is a steady increase
of suicide among the Corean workers.

The position of the working women and children is espe-
cially wretched, for these are ruthlessly exploited. An exten-
sive strike movement has commenced. Since the general strike
in Gensano and the heroic textile workers strike at Fusan there
have been 50 other strikes. The Corean Labour Federation is.
however, not yet able to take over the leadership of this
movement, for it is not built up on the industrial principle, and
does not combine suificient proletarian elements. The leading
role is played by radical petty bourgeois intelectuals, who
have recently in many cases gone over to the side of the re-
formists. The Federation is ready for anything. and is onlv
anxious to ensure its legal existence. Therefore it does not
venture to come intas conflict with the authorities. It does
not even combat the “workers” unions formed by the police,
though these still hold a firm position among the Corean work-
ers. All these deficiencies must be enegetically combated. The
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Corean Federation will only become a capable mass fighting
organ if the R.I.L.U. and its Sections aid thie Corean trade
union movement.

A delegate from Indochina:

In Indochina the revolutionary movement is growing, and is
leading to bloody strike struggles between the workers and the
colonial powers. The latest events in Indochina, the brutal
repression of the movement by French imperialism, the shooting
down of many Indo Chinese revolutionists, are still fresh in
our memories. -

The revolutionary trade union movement of Indo China is
still very weak. We do not yet control this movement and
can boast of no success. And yet we count ourselves to the
great community of the fighting revolutionary proletariat, and
will join the revolutionary struggle being carried on in every
part of the world. We shall our utmost to stride forward
to the world revolution under the banner of Lenin.

: An Indonesian representative:

The present Congress is a proof that the revolutionary mo-
vement of the proletariat is really international. The delegates
to our Congress are the real representative of the broad masses
of the oppressed and exploited workers.

An important question is the extremely inadequate con-
nection between the revolutionary trade union movement in
the European and colonial countries. The revolutionary trade
union movement has developed more broadly in the colonial
and semi-colonial countries than in many countries of Europe.
Means and ways must be found to bring about closer contact
between the European and colonial revolutionary trade union
movements. The question of the revolutionary trade union op-
position is of leading importance. Wherever possible, we must
go forward from the revolutionary opposition to the creation
of independent Red unions.

— Lo

Resolution on the Report of the -
- Central Committee.

The following resolution was submitted on the report of the
Central Council of the R.I.L. U.:

The V. World Congress of the R.I. L. U. has heard the re-
port on the activities of the R.I.L. U. for the period between
the 1V. and V. Congresses, and fully aproves, the political line
and activities of the Central Council.

. T'he V. Congress places on record with satisfaction the con-
siderable organisational consolidation of the R.LL.U. in the
period under report, as also the strengthening of the internatic-
nal contacts of the revoluticnary trade union movement.

At the same time the Congress deems it necessary to state

that the most important international task of the revoiutionary

tr:nfie union movement——the work of internationalising the great
strike struggles—has not been realised. In international heip
action for strikers (English wool workers’ strike and others)
ﬂ.lc Central Council has not succecded in obtaining real finan-
cial and moral aid irom the R. 1. L. U. Sections for the fighting
troops of the proletariat.

The Congress places on record that despite repeated reso-
lutions on the establishment of an international fighting soli-
darity fund. such a fund has not yet been founded. The Con-
gress attaches great importance to this question, and calls
upon the Central Council to take all necessary measures to-
wards the speedy creation of an international fighting solidarity
fund. It demands from all Sections the greatest activity in the
fulfilment of this decision. .

The Congress believes that in view of the upsurge of the
revolutionary labour movement, and of the growing activity
Qf the masses, a much closer contact is necessary betwecen the
Central Council and all the Sections of the R.IL.L.U. The
pongress records that up to the present this contact has been
insuificient.  The Congress demands that this contact be
s‘trel'mthenqd by means of regular instruciions imparted to the
Sections. The Congress considers it necessary that conier-
ences of the Central. Couwacil be convened regularly in
accordance with the valid statutes of the R.1. L. U.

I'he Congress commissions the Central Council to estahlish

representatives of the national groups in Europe and America,
in order to ensure immediate contact with the leaders on the
spot where class struzgles are going on, and to take measures
ior the better control of the work of the international propa-
ganda committees, and for the reinforcement of the European
Secretariat of the R. L. L. U.

The Congress considers that our purposes will be served
by the giving of regular political and organisational reports, by
the largest Sections and the International propaganda Com-
mittees, at the sessions of the Central Council and of the Exe-
cutive Committce of the R.I. L. U., and by inviting to it leading
and subordinate functionaries of the countries and undertakings
concerned.

The Congress commissions the Central Council to organ:se
a systematic control over the realisation of the decisions of the
Congress and of the leading organs of the R.I.L.U. The Con-
gress considers a considerable strengthening of the organisatio-
nal structure of the revolutionary trade union movement to be
necessary. The Congress calls for a reinforcement of the
contact with and support of our brother revolutionary trade
union organisations—the Pacific Secretariat and the Latin
American Federation of Labour.

The Congress records the steadily growing importance of
youth and women in the revolutionary struggle, and calls upon
the Central Council to take measures both for the development
of this department of work in the national sections, and for the
reiniorcement of the guidance of this work on the part of the
Central Councii and the Executive Bureau of the R.1.L.U,, by
means of the consolidation of the International trade union
committee for working women and the youth secretariat.

The Congress attaches enormous importance to the parti-
cipation of the Negro workers in the class conscious trade
union movement, and commissions the Central Council to carry
on systematic political and organisational work in Africa, North
and Latin America, and in the West Indies, among the Negro
workers, and to combat energetically the very slightest signs
of white chauvinism. The Congress commissions the Central
Council to consolidate the International Negro Workers Com-
mittee and to develop its work on a large scale. .

The Cougress believes that the training of fresh cadres is
one of the most importani tasks of the revolutionary t.ra:'.c
union movement. The Congress welcomes the decision of the
Central Council of the Soviet Trade Unions on the establishment
of an international school for the trade union movement, aud
commissions the Central Council to accelerate, conjointly wita
the Central Council of the Soviet Trade Unions, the realisation
of this decision. .

The Congress considers the further development and im-
provement of the trade union press to be of the utmost im-
portance: the Sections must devote earnest attention to the
publication of a mass trade union press, to the works news-
papers, and to the development of a trade union correspondenis
movement. The press of the R.I. L. U. must be adapted much
more than hitherto to the demands of the active intematioqal
trade union revolutionary movement, and must give speq.).!l
attention to the utilisation of the experience gained in the strikz
struggles.

The Congress considers it necessary to strengthen t_P:»e
leading organs and the central apparatus of the R.LL.U. wit»
the aid of functionaries from the diiferent countries, and to
organise consultations and conferences on the most important
questions in the capitalist countries themselves, whereby tl}ese
conferences must be given a mass character as far as possible.

The Congress imposes upon the leading organs of the
R.I.L.U., as one of its first tasks, the organisation of the
systematic and energetic recruiting of new members for the
revolutionary trade union organisations, and calls for a con-
stant superintendence of the carrying out of this work, by tue
R. L L. U. Scctions. .

The Congress calls upon the whole international revolu-
tionary trade union movement to utilise the growing activity
of the masses for the consolidation of the contacts establl.sh.ed
between the different Sections, for the organisation of joint
action, and for the development of the work of the Red Inter-
national of Labour Unions on the line of the decisions accepted
at this present Congress.
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