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- -

The Discussion on the Report of Comrade Manuilsky.
Speech of Comrade Thor ez (Francé). |

Comrades, the French delezation states its agreement with
the draft theses and with Comrade Manuilsky’s report, includ-
ing the severe but just criticism of the glaring inadequacy of
our Party,

One of the facts which is now the most significant in the
evolution of international politics is the role of imperialist
France at the head of the anti-Soviet bloc. Why, France in-
stead of England, for example? To answer this question it is
necessary to analyse the essential characteristics of French
imperialism which, first of all, are the domination of an im-
mense colonial empire by the French bourgeoisie and the
appalling exploitation of the Indo-Chinese people. This already

shows that imperialist France cannot remain indifferent to the -

development of the economic and revolutionary crisis.

A spcon_d characteristic is the position of imperialist France
as a victorious country depending upon the Treaty of Ver-
sailles, and its satellites, to plunder the German pecople.

A third characteristic is that imperialist France is the lead-
fng country of a number of vassal states in Central and East
Europe: Poland, Czechoslovakia, Rumania, Jugoslavia, where
it exports an enormous amount of capital and from where it
draws new excess profits, trying to consolidate thus its system
of hegemony on the European continent. At the same time, we

note the existence of a considerable reserve of 50 milliards
of gold francs in the vaults of the Bank of France.

A fourth characteristic, particularly marked since the return
of Alsace-Lorraine, is the increased proportional weight of
industry in economic system of imperialist France. Since the
war the exploitation of a considerable mass (two and a half
million) foreign workers has been added to the diificuit condi-
tions of labour of the native proletariat, and these arc submitted
to absolutely criminal treatment. It has recently been reported
to us that Polish workers in the eastern mining basin rcceive
a wage of 11 francs per day and even 7 francs per day for
certain categories. These immigrant workers are barely main-
tained in the canteens of the employers only so that they
would not die of starvation; each time one of them dares to fight
on the side of his French comrades, he is chased out of the mine
and deported. There is therefore slavery not only in the
French -colonies but also in France itself for a considerable
mass of immigrant workers.

Another element is the influence of the world economic
crisis in France. .

Up till quite recently the French bourgeoisie claimed: “In
France we do not know and we will not ‘know the crisis”.

That was proof of fatuity and great ignorance because French.

production depends in a great measure, upon the world market.
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"y. Since the internal market has .ceased to grow, after the
restoration of ihe liberated regioms, more than one-third of the
products of heavy industry and  textile products are exported;
consequently, the decrease in the power of consumption of the
masses,  the development- of frantic -competition between the
various capitalist ‘countries could mnot fail to have its reper-
cussions in Franee.

A country which is at the head of an immense colonial
empire must inevitably be affected by the crisis. The reduction
in the price of raw materials resulted in very great diificulties
# the colonies exploited by French imperialism and creates
@ven in Indo-China the elements of a revolutionary crisis.
French: imperialism  is affected by the world economie crisis

through the decline in the price of rubber in Indo-China, of

ground-nuts in Africa, through the difficulties on the wheat and
wine market in Algiers. '

“To this must be added the advent of the economic crisis in
France itself.
_In the last analyses made by the C.I and in the analysis
of Comrade Stalin at the XVL Congress of the C.P.S.U. one
can see the symptoms of the approaching ecrisis in France, In
jact it exists. The decrease in the returns from industry and
transport, in the budget reccipts and in the export figures has
already reached 10 per cent, and the perspectives pfam}y show
that matters will become worse!

Up to the middle of last year there was no unemployment

inn France; now it exists.

. The representative of the Ministry of Labour said rebently
in Geneva: “In the month  of January there were 15,000 unem-
ployed receiving benefit in France.” But there are actually
350,000 totally unemployed, and one million partially unemployed.

At fhe' end of ‘March there were half a million totally unem-
ployed workers, in France and one million and - a half parually
unemployed. 1 am not stressing the sharpened crisis in agricul-

ture. By maintaining -an enormous duty of 50 francs on a quintal

(hundred kilograms) of wheat, the French bourgeoisie hopes to
protmt French agriculture from the world economic crisis.

"1 think that the theses should more emphatically stress this
entrame of xmpenahst France into the wor}d ecolomic * Crisis,

"To. this must: be. added the, crisis in the vassal coumnes;

of French lmpenahsm the agrarian crisis in Rumania, in Juge-
slavia and in Poland: then the crisis of the Young Plan and
thie difficulties in balancing the budget of the French bourgeoisie.
Thus the positions of French imperidlism are menaced both
irom’ within and \Mthout '

All these causes determme the grow;ng agressnvencss of
French imperialism and its attack against the Soviet Union.

./ Oné must still ask another question: Why is French impe-
rialism in such a hurry? Because for it. much more than for
all the other imperialist countries, the gquestion of time is a
determining factor. The crisis of the Versailles system, on
which the strength of French imperialism is based, results in
the weakening of this imperialism and jeopardises the political
and militdry hegemony of imperialist France. That is why all
the parties in France—with the exception of ours, of course,—
rally around the intangibility of the treaties of the imperialist
war, ‘the intangibility of the system of Versailles. This also
explains the frenzy of the French bourgeoisie when any blow
is ~aimed at the system of Versailles, - as, for example. the
Austro-German - agreement. Of course, theré¢ is also manoeuv-
ring with regard to the German government for the purpese of
obtaining possibilities of strengthening the anti-Sovict front,

The French bourgeoisie is sensitive to the  development of
the agrarian crisis in the countries of Central Euarope. “It.is
-ahsolutely necessary to do something for the countries of Cen-
tral Europe. if we do not do anything. if we do not came
quickly to the ald of these people, they will be the sure prey
ol Beolshevism.” said Briand in leaving Geneva, .

French "imperialism is sensitive to the devefopment oi the
n\olutmnary struggle in Germany.

The German bourgeoisie and the socialists interpret” this
‘pre-occupation of the French bourgeoisie as a forcboding of the
evenfual defeat of its plans brought about by the victory of the
German working class.

~‘Fhat is also why, in view of the deyelomng revelutionary
movemem and the possible break up of the entire Versailles

- Comrade Deleuze has been sentenced as-

system, -the French bourgeoisie is sensitive. to the phenomenal
development of the U.S.S.R.; that is why, in spite of the diffi-
culties and the rivalries between the various capitalist coun-
tries, they hasten to gather an attacking army against the.

ZTofte 2, ¥9

Under the aegis of MacDonald France also makes corices-
sions ' in the agreement between the French and the Itahan
bourgeoisie. :

Up till that time we witnessed the sharpening of the
Franco-Halian conflet, and if French imperialism actually. makes
some concessions on secondary points, it is for the purpose of
bringing about an imperialist concentration for the fight against
the Soviet Uniom.

In conclusion 1 want to stress what Comrade Manmlﬁky;
has said in the name of the Cl.:

“We, (the French proletariat and its Communfst Party)
bear a great responmsibility as far as the actual and imme-
diate deience of the U.S.S.R. and of the German revolution,
the support of the colonial revolution, especially the revolu-
tion in Indo-China, are concerned.”

- it is the consciousness of these responsibilities that makes
us unreservedly accept the criticism - of the International in
view of the great réle that devolves on our: proletariat and its
Communist Party,

How can we fulfil our task? How can we frustrate the
plan of French imperialism? How shall we fight?

We must flght in accordance with.the conditions created by
the €cohomié ofiensive, by the repression. by the development
of fagcisation, by, the complicated and cunning manoeuvres of
social democracy.

The Commmunist Interndtional’s esnmatxon of the character
of the economic -ofiensive against the proletariat has recently
been absolutely verified in France. The economie attack against
the worKing class ‘has become more general, extensive and
acute. In ‘many corperations the eight-hour day has been at-
tacked.” They tried to take away the eight-hour day from'the
miners whe already had it before the ‘war.  The wages werr
attacked in 'all ‘the corporations, indirectly, in the metal
dustry, directly for ‘the miners-and railwaymen. The “Comite
des Houlliéres” (Collieries Committee) wants to reduce " the
miners” “wages ffom 4 to 10 per cent; for the railwaymen, the
French Government preﬁares a cut of 5 to 10 per cent.

. Bat the attack of the bourgeoxsne meets with the resistance
oi the masses,- as shown by the numerowns. strikes. In Ceurs,
a mining centre, a. strike has been in progress for more than
eight weeks, and. this is net an isolated event,

For some time, ‘throughout the country and in all the cor-
porations. strikes and movements to resist wage cuts have been
numerous; this.is a sign of the vigour of the French proletariat
of which the most recent example is the preparation . of the
national struggle of the miners.

In France, progressxve fascssatnon manifests - ftself in. two
forms. .

First, - the so-ca!!ed legal forms of repressxon ‘against our
militants. Fer the last two years, they no lenger sentence only
for efferices but for “assumed™ -offences. The secrétary of the
National- Federation of Metall Workers, €omrade Galopin. is
sentenced 'to two years’ imprisonment as “presumably” respon-
sible for an anti-militarist newspaper, etc., etc More than that,
“presumed”’ organiser
of a demonstration. It is as well to point eut that it is' under
the. Steeg government, supported by - the - Socialists, - that a
police: attack was made against our .comrades in the. prison
of Nancy who are still in prison.under the common law although
they hawe already sened thelr sentences for political ofiences.

In Francezéall our Commumst mumcmahtxes have been
unable for years not enly. to carry out a Commuifist policv,
from thé administrative point of view, but even to administer
the affairs of the commune as the bourgeois, and socialist
muricipalities are doing. -

The second form of - fasmsatmn is the creatlon of extra
legal fighting organisations against the working class, whici.
constitutes a very grave danger io v»mch our C.C. has dmwn
the: attention of the Party.. fe S s
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In St. Denis, a suburb in the north of Paris, where we have
the great majority of the workers behind us, the bosses suc-
ceeded in forming an organisation of 2,000 ex-soldiers, bourgeois
and workers, training them in a chauvinistic spirit to fight
against the working class. We should therefore carefully watch

e.work among the exsoldiers and in the A.R.A.C

Another important fact of this recent period is the forma-
tion of fascist trade unions within the ranks of the working
class.

Our Party and our red trade umons have not remained
_indifferent. In the course of the navvies’ strike a beginning was
made with' the work of disintegration in these new unions. i

We must also note the attempts to draw the working youth
into the fascist sport organisations, the organisation of camps
by a number of cultural and sport organisations where they are
drilled with a view to the war.

With regard to social fascism, I believe it would beé well
to add a few words to the theses characterising social fascism
_in France, which is of a rather original natare, for it difiers
from social fascism in Germany or from that of the Labour
Party in Britain although their basis and forms are identical.
By its international role. by its attack against the Soviet Union,
one can say that within the last period French social democracy
has surpassed the German. There is a sort of rivalry between
the , Populaire and the , Vorwirts* to see which will go the
furthest in calumny and aggressiveness.

The role of French social democracy in the colonies cannot
be ignored: it has proclaimed even in parliament its will to
see that the colonial empire is kept intact, and the French
Socialists endeavour to hinder the development of the colonial
revolution.

The attitude - of the French Socialists on the question of
Alsace-Lorraine also deserves mention; they have declared:
“We are first French and then socialists”.

French social democracy which combines pacifist talk with
militarist- practice, is personified by M. Paul-Boncour who,
while indulging in much palaver on peace at the various inter-
national conferences and in. numerous speeches in France,- in-
troduced into the French Parliament the law for complete mo-
bilisation and had it adopted.

' Just a- few words on the most recent manoeucres of the

.ocialists and reformists to break up the working class move=
ment, .
Several months ago a bxg strlke broke out in the North of
France. Under pressure of the masses the reformist. leaders
launched the slogan to strike while doing their utmost te damp
the fighting spirit of the working class and to make them accept
compulsory arbitration to such an extent that after several
weeks of strike an agreement was conclnded which could have
been obtained by means of arbitration without the strike.

Now they want to cut the wages of the miners. Our Uni-
tarian Federation has been organising for many weeks a protest
movement of the miners. The employers have come to an
understanding with the reformists so as to manoeuvre. In
concord, they try to break up and bring to nought the efforts
of the colliery proletarians.

I want to deal with yet another aspect of social fascism.
Perhaps in no other country will the corruption of social demo-
cracy be found to be so advanced, open and cynical as in
Frauce. In many of the political and financial scandals that
have recently burst in France, the Socialists were not very
much behind the politicians of the business world. There is
a socialist banker who has been sent to prison; another socia-
list is counsel for a large capitalist firm. I do not know if in
any other country the corruption of the social fascists cadres
is displayed as cynically.

Comrade Manuilsky’s report shows how the symptoms of
the disintegration of social democracy make their appearance
with the. development of the crisis. Of course. we cannot as
yet say that this applies absolutely to -France; nevertheless,
with the crisis, with the disappearance of the illusions that
French cap:talmm can escape the crisis, one can see a certain
change in the relation of forces between us and social demo-
cracy.

At the commencement of last year the elections marked
the Socialist advance and the setback of the Communists.

But in the month of September, in Belleville, a proletarian
listrict of Paris, the Socialists lost 35 per cent of their votes;
in October in Marseilles. another big proletarian centre, they
lost 40 per cent of the votes; in the month of Fcbrualy and

March the elections in Lyons, an proletarian’ centte, resulted
in a decline of 43 per cent in the Socialist poll. Several days
ago the elections in the mining centres of the North resulted
in a Socialist loss of 23 per cent. :
‘ But in the elections where we did not have a setback, we:
did not advance very much either. In Lyons we have only
doubled our poll: in the North we gained 18 per cent; in Mar-=
seilles and in Paris we did not make any progress.

(A comrade: Who eained?)

No one; there were many abstentions.

I shall give two more striking examples. In Cours, whecre
the strike now rages, the Socialists obtained 1,200 votes in’
1929, .and the Communists 150. This year during the strike}
the Socialists only got 550 votes, and the Communists 520, thatv
is, more than three times as many as in 1929.

In a suburb of Brest, where the workers of the Arsenal hve
we beat Ihe Socialist list in the first ballot, and by the umted
front and “class against class” tactic, with the support of the
Socialist workers, we beat the bourgeois list in the second
ballot. This shows the great possibilities for our Party to win
the masses. ’

A certain change is also noticeable in the relation of forces’
in the heart of the reformist” trade unions.

In La Pallice the C.G.T. of the dockers union dissolved.
and the workers came into our Unitarian Trade Union. In
Cours, the liquidation of the C.G.T. union was effected, and
700 members were brought into the Unitarian Union.

One must know how to use the correct tactic of the united
front, because, in France, if it means a fight to a finish against
the leaders of social democracy, against the reformist organi-
sations, it cannot certainly mean surrender of all ciaims to
the socialist and reformist workers.

We must admit that for a certain pericd we have somewhat
neglected the tactic of the united front. In the Farty and even
in the Central Committee there is a tendency to make it a
general rule -to propose the united front to the reformist organi-
sations; Of course, our C.C. has made a stand against such:
practice, because the reformist leaders cannot help in the
struggle against the bourgeoisie, but, on the contrary, .they,
endeavour to break up the- movement of the workmg class.
Such a line would be a condemnatxon of the “class against
class” tactic, ) T

I shall now give a short survey of the work of our Party.,

. Let us recall our short analysis of French imperialism from
the outset . its triple source of excess profits (colonies, the Ger-
man people, and the foreign workers in France) . . .

(Comrade Lozovsky: And the French proletariat?)

And the French proletariat also, of course. But. the
French proletariat is a source of  ordinary profit, while the
exploitation of the labour of foreign workers yields excess
profit to French capitalism and enables it to corrupt a section
of the working class. '

If we bear in mind that up to the month of June, 1930, the
French bourgeoisie has succeeded in escaping the world econ-
omic crisis, we must admit that the work of the French Party
has run up against definite objective difficulties.

Since the X. Plenum we have expelled a former General
Secretary of our Party and six of his colleagues, almost our
entire fraction in the Town Hall of Paris, one deputy and an
important group of corrupt leaders of unitarian trade umion
organisations who now carry on a desperate fight against the
militant Communists in the unitarian unions and before the.
masses. )

For a period of ten months, this caused a real physical
dislocation in the management of our Party! Many members
of the leadership in prison and all the others leading a comple-
tely illegal existence.

However, this cannot in any way mitigate the severity of
the criticism of the International. On the contrary, we have
confirmed this criticism in our practice.

Comrade Manuilsky has shown up some of the essential
weaknesses of our Party, for example, our weakness in the
capacity ' to manoenvre. 1 shall take trade union unity as an
example. The Political Bureau, and the Central Comumittee
afterwards, have rightly reacted to the resistance to the correct
tactic of trade ution unity. But we lacked boldness, we delayed,
and. the help of the Communist International was once again
of benefit to us, : : v
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A second great weakness is our. international actvity. I
shall not mention the defence of the US.S.R., as our Comrade
Cachin will take that up. We should now fight against our
own imperialism together with the German proletariat, for the
defence of the German revolution, having profited by the ex-
periences of 1919 and 1923, when the French bourgeoisie was
a decisive element in preventing the German revolution; un-
fortunately, we must state that the work of the Party on this
field 1s inadequate. It is the French proletariat and its Com-
munist Party which should be in the front ranks of the struggle
against the Young Plan and all the other treaties of misery and
slavery.

The greatest weakness of the French Party is the inade-
aquacy of its work in the colonies and for the defence of the
colonial peoples. During the war in the Riff, in 1925, our Party
carried on a very large agitation and lead a 24-hour strike
against the war in Morocco. Todayv. in face of the revolution
in Indo-China, the activity of our Party is scandalously in-
adegiiate. The Central Committee of our Party should take
radical measures to alter this state of affairs.

A third weakness is the stagnation of the Party organ-
isation. We suifer from these weaknesses in the Party and
in the trade unions. Our Party has again lost members. The
C.G.T.U. has lost members. This "loss is all the more serious
because it has taken place in industrial federations, among the
metal workers, the textile workers and miners.

The penetration of the Party into the factories is still very
weak.

Such weaknesses, comrades, show how struggle within the
Farty itself to pass over from mere phrasemongering to the
effective application of the directives of the Communist Inter-
national is absolutely necessary.

Thanks to the criticism and the aid of the Presidium, the
activity of the Party since last June shows slight mogress
which we do not want to exaggerate.

Considerable progress was made by the Party and the
trade unions in the preparation of the miners’ struggle. We
mobilised our Party and the Y.C.L. from top to bottom, we
mobilised the departments of the Central Committee; the
C.G.T.U. obtained the participation of the big industrial fede-
rations and local unions. The conference of worker correspon-
dents in Argenteuil (suburb in east Paris) decided to help the
miners’ struggle, Our press made a very big effort. We
have arroused the attention of all the workers. Even Trotzky’s
paper was obliged to admit that “never has a strike been so
thoroughly prepared”. From the propaganda of the tactic of
the united front and trade union unity we passed over to its
effective realisation.. through the election of strike committees,
the holding of workers’ congresses. the national congress of
the miners and the wide participation of the C.G.T. workers
where the idea was launched of a “united federation of under-
ground workers”.

The 25th of February also constituted a change for our
Party because it was a demonstration organised in the factories
and in the streets of Paris. despite the big police forces. The
better penetration into the factories on the basis of immediate
demands in the enterprises also denotes some progress. Fi-
nally. the 25th of February has seen the workers rebelling,
striking the police and protecting the militants of our Party and
our trade unions, They prevented their arrest. These are
not very big things, but they denote a big change for France.
The chief weakness of the 25th of February, however, was
the insufficient activity of the unemployed and their organi-
sations.

The campaigns of the Party are being constantly improved.
Our French Farty always passes for a Party that knows how
to carry on agitation. but does not know how to organise. But
the important fact of last year is that we no longer know how
to carry on agitation. We have taken ourselves in hand since
the trial of the Industrial Party and within & single month we
assembled 288,000 workers at our meetings. At the time of the
trial of the Mensheviki we carried on agitation in the factories.
At Renauft our militants spoke before 800 workers. At the
close of the meeting a resolution of solidarity with the workers
of the USS.R. and their Bolshevik Party was passed, condem-
ning the criminal conduct of the agents of the Second Inter-
national.

Last year we retreated before soc.al democracy; we were
on the defensive, whereas since the elections at Belleville we

again. attacked social democracy. The Belleville campaign was
a great stimulus to the Party. In general, the results of these
elections show the progress of the Party and the, consolidation
of its poll.

In the fourth place, in the month of-June, the C.I. could
have blamed us for not having interested ourselves intl
movement of the committees for the defence of the “Humanité
Now we have a network of committees for defence of the
“Humanité” which comprise 15,000 members only in the Paris
region.

~ Fiithly, it is the halt in the losses, in the decrease of the
membership of the unions and of the unions and of the Party,
and also a certain tendency towards recruitment of new
membhers, In the region of Nancy we brought over 700 work-
ers from a factory of chemical products, in a body into the
Unitarian trade union.

These are facts, comrades, which show that the Party has
made a progress.

One of the criticisms of this Plenum has strongly impressed
us. This concerns our anti-militarist work. After the first of
August our Central Committee coniirmed the slackening of the
struggle of the Party against the war, and has consequently
taken measures which we are already applying . We have
held a number of special conierences regarding our anti-war
work, because such a sitnation is serious for our Farty on
account of the role of French imperialism which is correctly
characterised as the gendarme of Europe. However, we cannot
agree to the reproach of opportunism in practice which is levied
at our anti-militarist work. Ii one says great weaknesses, we
reply: Yes. Ii one says opportunism, we reply: No. We still
think that our experiences can be cited as an example to
other Sections of the Communist International.

I shall cite two simple facts; in 1928 60 demonstrations in
the barracks and on board ships; in 1929 110 demonstrations; in
1930 150 demonstrations.

(Comrade Manuilsky: When there are greater possibilities,
we demand more.)

That is true. That is why we say that if you
reproach our Party with great wecaknesses, we are in agree-
ment, but if you cite our Party to the International as an ex-
ample of opportunism in practice, we say: No.

In the months of January and February, 1931, we already
registered 34 demonstrations.

The second tact is our work in the navy. Several wecks
ago there was a trial at Toulon where five young sailors, who
became Communists while on their ships in the Navy and, who
mutinied. were arraigned before the Naval Tribunal. They were
acquitted. A similar fact has not occyrred for the past ten
vears, It is the pressure of the sailors, organised under our
leddership, which forced the most reactionary Naval Tribunal
to acquit our comrades.

We think that this is not the result of the opportunism of
the Party in the work among the sailors.

But it is correct to consider the regression in the organisat-
ion of the Y.C.L. and also the weakness in the work among
the peasantry as a very great danger to the carrying through
of the anti-militarist work of the Party and the Young Com-
munist League, That is why we accept Comrade Chemodanov’s
criticism regarding our insufficient help to the Young Communist
League. We have drained the Young Communist League of
its forces to replenish our own cadres, and now we pay dearly
for it; this experience should be of use to the Communist
International. From now on we must make a much greater
effort to support the Young Communist League. We are abe
solutely in agreement with Comrade Chemodanov’s slogan:
“No Party nucleus without a nucleus of the Young Lommumst
League.”

To these last questions, the anti-imperialist work, the Young
Communist League, and our struggle against. war, we call the
attention of the Communist International, as also to the deience
and the extention.of the Socialist system, the defence oi our
proletarian fatherland, the U.S.S.R., the necessity to strengthen
the common struggle and the solidarity of our proletariat with
the proletariat of other countries.

The French delegation® expresses the conviction that, with
the aid of the Communist Tnternational, our Party will rise tr
the height of the responsibilities that are incumbent upon it
and that it will not fail in its task.
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Speech of Comrade Garlandi ((taly).

The trend of the general capitalist crisis after the VI. World
Congress of the Communist International has confirmed the
arrectness of the analysis and perspectives given by the C.I.

When we speak today of political crises, we must endea-
vour to define the character of the present political crises, that
is, we must not give a characteristic applicable to any period.
The causes and character of the political crises change in accord-
ance with various factors which must be analysed separately
in every situation. The political crisis is a commotion in the
upper strata which can be brought about by the very motives
which produce a revolutionary situation, but which does not
necessarily require the existence of a revolutionary situation.

The political crisis of 1919 to 1922 in Italy was accom-
panied by a revolutionary crisis of which it formed part, but
in 1924 we had the political Matteotti crisis unaccompanied by
a revolutionary crisis,

But the present political crises are manifest also as a pro-

- duct of the sharp economic crisis and of the social consequences

of this crisis; thus the present political crises are among the
most important symptoms of the approaching revolutionary
crisis.

Lonsequently, today the dlstmctton between the “political
crisis” and the “revolutionary crisis” tends to diminish. This
is a characteristic feature of the situation.

[t is too naive to assert that there is no distinction between
the political crisis and the revolutionary situation.

Certain documents of the Communist International and of
some of the Parties (Germany, Poland, etc.) give a good cha-
racteristic of the development of the economic crisis into the
pelitical, and of its maturing into a revolutionary sitnation.

Another characteristic feature of the present situation is
the process of the fascist transformation of the state.

We can henceforth assert that fascism is an organic pro-
duct of democracy in the pericd of capitalist disintegration.
This process follows diiferent paths, but it presupposes always
a regrouping of the ruling forces which rest on the petty-bour-
geois and peasant masses, and even on the backward strata of
the proletariat. This regrouping is the result of the pressure
if the proletariat, and is accompanied by the establishment of
. fighting organisation, and by the transformation of the state
apparatus, in order to adapt it to the capitlalist ofiensive,

Fascism is not always the outcome of a coup d’Etat. What
is a coup d’Etat? It is a sudden interference with the existing
lawiul relations.

Fascism need not at all get into power in the Italian man-
ner. We must study the difierent ways of fascism, and adapt
our tactic accordingly,

Fascism is a reaction which rests on a mass basis, and by
our policy, we must henceforth prevent the crystallisation of
strata which can provide fascism with a mass basis.

The proletariat can retard the fascisation process, provided
it is led by a strong Communist Party with a correct policy.
The prolctariat can fight fascism, can prevent its progress and
can defeat it. In Germany, the fascist road is barred by the
German proletariat led by the C.P.G.

Our analysis on fascism should give an exposé of the di-
stinction between fascism and social fascism. There is no
opposition between fascism and democracy in view of the fact
that the ideological positions of social democracy are the same
as those of fascism. But this does not entitle us to contemplate
the possibility of the organic fusion of fascism and social
fascism.

Capitalism is manoeuvring with these two reactionary mass
organisations. One cannot speak of unity in the reaction which
extends from finance capital to social demccracy, and the
simultaneous utilisation of fascism and social fascism by capi-
talism is a necessity. for its offensive and defensive manoeuvres.

While confirming the gradual maturing of the elements of
a revolutionary situation, our analysis tells us that there is a
discrepancy between the rhythm of the maturing of the objective
élements and that of the subjective. We have not made very
much progress with the conquest of the majority of the working
class; we have certainly been able to establish a workers’
and peasants’ bloc, but we have not yet succeeded in giving
our daily political activity the fundamental character of a prole-
arian revolution which. to be victorious, must be popular,

Our Plenum places before all Communists the task of acce-
lerating the tempo of the work for the conquest of the majority

of the proletariat and of its allies. The hegemony of the prole-
tariat in the revolution must be the result of the policy of the
proletariat towards its allies.

_ With your permission I will deal briefly with an old question
which is, however, always new: our work in the rural districts.

Needless to recall that there is an agrarian crisis which
brings with it a formidable reshuffling of classes in the country-
side. Pcasant strata which have been pauperised, or which
are in the process of pauperisation, are in open revolt against
the big landowners, the state and its apparatus. Fascism is
taking advantage of this revolt: Peasant parties led by the
agants of the b?z landowners, by the ideologists of so-called
ruralisation, are being established for the purpose of eventudlly
using the peas .ants against the industrial proletariat.

Can one figiit effectively against fascism without depriving
it of its pcasant basis? The struggle for the conquest of the
peasunis is one of the characteristic features of the present
struggle between capitalism and the proletariat.

But we are not yet within reach of the agricultural prole-
tariat which must become the principal revolutionising element
of the peasamtry. The agricultural proletariat has to put up
with conditions much worse than those of the industrial prole-
tariat, and represents a formidable revolutionary force.

But we are still minus an agrarian policy. The theses of
the 1I. Congress of the C.I. and of the V. Plenum of the E.C.C.I.
exist only in our libraries.

On the other hand, our adversaries are developing a re-
markable activity, so as to prevent an alliance between the
industrial proletariat and the toiling peasantry. A decisive
change is essential on this field.

In his address to the first conference of the Council of the
Peasant International, Lenin welcomed this conference as one
of the great events in the history of mankind. The great prob-
lem of the proletarian revolution is the creation of a Red Feasant
International thraugh the revelutionary struggle of the toiling
peasantry, led by the proletariat.

Let us produce specialists of the peasant ‘question, let us
form cadres for rural work, let us convince all the comrades
and all the Parties that work in the rural districts is the work
of the whole Party. "

One must send comrades from the ranks of revolutionary
proletarians to the rural districts for work among the toiling
peasants, one must draw up plans of acticn for the peasantry,
analyse the reshuifling of classes in the countryside. study the
demands for the various strata of the peasantry, the forms of
work in the countryside, and organise everywhere workers’
and peasants’ congresses to which delegates should be elected
at factory and peasant conferences.

We must bar the way to our adversaries. In all the re-
ports of our C.C.s we must give accounts of the mass work
of the Party in the rural districts.

The analyses of the situation in Germany, Britain, France,
Italy and in all the other countries omit to mention the develop-
ment of the agricultural crisis and social and political facts in
the countryside, they omit to give a picture of what we intend
to do in the countryside. With the exception of a few count-
rics—Poland, Bulgaria and the colonial countries—the reports
of our C.C.s give hardly anything on this subject.

The slogan “Turn your attention to the countryside”, laun-

ched by the Plenum signalises the character of the revolutionary
drive, and sounds the alarm regarding military intervention
against the U.S.S.R. Neither do we pay enough attention to
the conquest of the young workers and peasants. The leader-
ship of the Party does not give the necessary lead to the Y.C.L.
in its work. )
* One notices among the adults a certain aloofness with
regard to the youth which is at times the expression of a con-
servative and passive spirit in the old cadres of the Party.
Frequently Y.C.L. work does not differ much from the work of
the Party, the activity and the methods of work of the Y.Ls
are not always supple and youthlike. The sectarian tendencies,
pointed out by the last Plenum of the Y.C.L, have not yet -
disappeared,

Such are the general points which I wanted to stress, in

order to show how to diminish the discrepancy between the
growing seriousness of the class struggle and the preparatlon of
our Farties.



662

Joternational Press Correspondence

“No. 36

However, these mnecessary .criticisms must not make us
forget the fact that we are strugzling everywhere under difi-
cult conditions, and that despite of it, vur influence is growing
‘throughout the world A .

The so-called Bolshevist danger, the danger of proletarian
revolution worries world capitalism. Our Parties are maturing
and coming into being in the midst of struggle. Our political
activity is -becoming the axis of world politics.

I will say now a few words about the attainments, short-
comings and immediate tasks oi the Communist Party of Italy.

Last year's enlarged Presidium has discussed the questions
which confronted our Party at that time. A more thorough dis-
cussion regarding some of the essential problems of tie life of
our Party taok place a iew months later in the Political Secre-
tariat of the C.I.

After last year's Enlarged Presidium, we worked for the
turn in our activity decided upon by the majority of the Politi-
cal Bureau of the Party and endorsed by the Fresidium of
the C.L

After the blows received in 1928, we got out of contact with
the base of the Party with the result that the ideology of other

classes found its way into the Party; and when with the shar-’

pening of the crisis in ltaly, the masses began to get into
motion and showed signs of spontaneous activity, the Party
considered the question of assuming the leadership of these
movements.

It was then that we started the struggle against opportunism
-which had been maturing in the Party during the years which
followed the promulgation of the exceptional laws in Italy.

. There were several cases of opportunism in 1928-29, Serra’s
case was by no means an isolated one. The C.C. was solid
against Serra. 1f we had been able that time to discuss more
thoroughly the Italian problems, we would have seen that a
wliole group of comrades was crystallising around Serra. It
was after the X. Plenum that the position of the leadership
was shaken. In the discussion on the application of the deci-
sions of the C.I. to the Italian situation, our C.C. did not suc-
ceed in clearing up the positions. and amued at a compromise.

Two or three months later the Party and the P.B. decided
con a thorough turn in the organisation and mass work of the
Party. in order to diminish the discrepancy between the ob-
jective situation and the activity of the masses, and increase
the capacity of the Party. to lead these movements. It was
then that four members of the P.B. that is, nearly half the P.B,,
‘began to oppose the line adopted by the majority and the C.L
These comrades tried their hand at.factional work. at forming
‘a nucleus in the apparatus of the Party. at making capital out
of the difficulties we were encountering in our work,. in order
to secure the leadership of the Party. But the C.I. supported
the stand taken up by the majority of the P.B. which, thus
xeinforced, carricd on an energetic struggle against the opport-
unists.

The opportunists turned towards the Trotzkyists; and start-

éd a campaign of slanders against the Party and the C.I. Even

if the comrades.in the lower organisations have now recognised
the correctness of the line of the leadership of the :Party, we
still ‘meet there with considerable opposition "in the practical
field, and in the mass work. It is essential to get thé best “of
all “this ‘opposition - by persuading all honest and-revolutionary

workers in the Party to accept the line oi the Central Com-

“mittee, otherwise we will not be able to make progress wnth
regard to mass work.

- The first steps in the direction of the turn have cost us
many sacrifices, We have lost a considerable number . of

active comrades and staff -members who were arrested  and:

given heavy -sentences. several of them were killed.

We will have to study this question more thoroughly, be-

cause we have no strong reserves. and the formation of new
cadres .is proceeding rather slowly. - We must- economise our
- forces more than ever, but we must also pay more attentmn io
- our methods of waork,

‘We have had some good results on the organisational neld(

After a few months of steady work, we were able: to hold

hundreds of local meetings for the purpose of explaining to. the

- comrades the meaning of the turn,-and give them the necessary

.. directives for the reestablishment of the Party organisations.

-+ .~ The membership of the Party has grown a hundred percent,
that ‘ef the local organisations 150 per cént.

iso]ared since 1926.

; We have' been-
.-able to establish connections with . regions from which we were

»

Our factory nuclei are very weak, especially in the large
works, in the large industrial towns. Generally speaking, they
have no managing comittee, in most cases the leadership is in
the hands of one comrade who takes on the whole work.

This is how an active member of our Party appraises the
positioh of our nuclei:

“We have but few factory nuclei, and we must do ou.
utmost to get into all the important works. The main pro-
blem is to make the few nuclei we have function as political
organs,

Even today our Party is not yet able to say whether
we have in this or that works a real mass nucleus which gives
a proper lead to the workers employed there in their struggle.

Where our factory nuclei are functioning, their work
consists in circuiating the central press and sometimes in col-
lecting membership dues.

Frequently the workers hear of the existence of Com-
munists in the works only when some of the older comrades
%re 3rrested, or when leailets and pamphlets are being distri-

uted, .

But the employers can use repressive measures, dismiss,
reduce wages, rationalise and. attack in every possible way
the labour conditions of the workers without ‘being incommo-
ded by our ‘nuclei”.

This quotation gives prominence to eur organisational weak-
nesses.

The Confederation of Labour is not very  active as yet.
Its work resembles too much that of a central trade union com-
glttue Its apparatus adheres too much to the apparatus of the

arty

We have ‘done something with regard to the mass move-
ment, but we iave not vet gained the necessary experience
for the organisation of a mass movement. There have been
fno committees of action in any of the demonstrations or strikes.
In Trieste where the movement was important owing to the
number of workers on strike, the slogans of the Party and of
the Confederation of Labour had nothing to do with wage re-
duction, they demanded a wage rise. But subsequently a
reduction was accepted, certainly smaller than that demanded
by the employers, five to six per cent. instead of twelve, simply
because the struggle was left without leadership.

The same defects are noticeable in the few movement
with” which the Communists had something to do. Was the
fighting spirit of the Turin strikers, kept up for the first three
days organised and given a lead by our comrades? No. There
were certainly some individual attempts, but nothing of an
organised nature. There were possibilities to. expand the Turin
movement, to link it up with the discontent in the works and
factories after the decision of the government, in accordance
with the industrialists, to reduce wages. It was possible to

link up the movement of the unemployed with the protest-

movement of the employed workers, but this was not done.
To believe  that mass work cannot be developed without

previously establishing a strong Party- organisation,

mount to encouraging passivity in the Party.

- These probleins were placed before the meeting of the

Enlarged Central Committee last December, and the comrades

recognised the necessity. of this. work.

Our, Party must, certainly move more ramdly. The questxon

‘of témpo is evidently connected with the question of cadres.

Our cadres are very.weak, and it is difficult.to form. new cadres.
Our _old cadres are -tired out .or too . well: :known to the police,

and they. cannot give all that is required in the present situation;
moreover, they frequently .refusé to be.replaced. These com-.

rades must make room to . the young elements, to. people less

known to the police, to members. who. have .joined the .Party.

after 1926 but are well able to understand the .work of the
Party and willing to .put -up. a fight.

We. must also form.our_ trade ‘union. cadres. 50 as to make‘

the special work of the Confederation of Labour better known:
The question of tempo in the development of the mass work

is closely linked up with the sharpening of .the crisis. in Italy.
“At ‘the beginning of 1931, the Bulletin of the Fascist Con-

federatxon of Industrialists contained the following statement:

.One cannot expect rapid. improvement in the economy.

- of -Italy which, owing to the strong ties connecting it with
_ the economies of the various countries; must necessarily adapt
its development to the general development of ‘the crisis.’

In ‘all the branches of industry, en the field of finance,

foreign trade, etc. the prospect is not very bright, -

is tanta-

-
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Unemployment, grows, one can estimate the number of in-
dustrial .and agricultural unemployed at 2,000,000. -

This. year the .government must pay three milliards of
treasury. bonds; next year it will have to pay four .milliards,
.and the treasury will have only one and a half milliards to
spend.

These are the reasons of the tentative rapprochement with
France which will have serious consequences in the inter-

national and home policy.

In the home policy, this can lead to a certain attenuation
of the crisis, but also to an aggrevation of the internal anta-
“gonisms, because the capital brought into Italy will not be used
for production, but for public works. Consequently, the govern-
ment will have to increase the public debt and will demand a
greater participation of. the population in the payment ‘of taxes.

There is a state deficit of 900,000,000. That is why all the
salaries of the civil servants have been reduced. Fayment
of arrears of taxes is more rigorously enforced, and this has

'led to the bankraptcy of a large number of small peasant farins,

:beginning of the application of the: turn.
.you-a better account of our work. With vour help we will
-overcome the new difficulties. .

b

In view of the forms of organisatiop which fascism has im-
posed on the Italian society, the maturing of the political crisis is
slower in our country than elsewhere. But at the same time it
is of a more serious character which augurs a revolutionacy
crisis in Italy as soon as the political crisis has matured.

We must combat-among our comrades the idea or a relax-
ation between the fall of fascism and the proletarian struggle
for power. On the contrary, if our work—basing itself on the
immediate demands of the masses and following the trend of the
mass struggles—is carried on from now ouwards stubboraly
and with a purporse, we will be able to overcome fascism aad
capitalism.

Comrades, we can be satisfied with the balance of our- work

for 1930, if we take into account the point of departure of the

end of 1929. But these results must be counsidered only as the
Next time we will give

~Speech of Cemrade Arn ot (Great Bntam)

Lomrades in the present world situation presented to us
by the thesis it is clear that an international strategic question
"must be that of the hegemony of the proléariat in the national
revolutionary struggles,

. Thls together with the agrarian crisis, ds part of the world

ecenomic crisis (intensified by it and mtensnymg) makes it
important to consider the Work of the Comminist Parties of the
jmperialist countries. in_relation to the colonial strug reles, . The
riined peasantry of 'Asia, Africa, and South 'Amcrica are the
‘greatér part of mankind, and their ruin reacts on the h:zhlv
developed capitalist lands.” Already the working class in the
Jimperialist countifes. are beginning to understand this and the
.consequent rieed fot ‘closer.connection between their position and
“the position of the teiling masses in the colonies. )

This Flenum should be a ‘turning point for the work r)i the

‘Parties in, the imperialist countries, in which in almost every
case there has béen serious under-estimation” of the importance
and urgency of. this. wark.
. In no case. is .the respoiisibility greater than in our. Partv,
British. - 1mpenal=lsm ‘having - by far the greatest colonial
posséssions. Especxally at the present moment is it necessary
‘for us to consider ‘this, when the British. imperialist bourgeoisie
are secking a way out of the world economic crisis through the
most intensified and brutal exploitation of the exploited classes of
-the Empire; and when as a result of the world ecopoinic erisis,
especullv of the agrarian crisis, as a result of sharpening inter-
“ilmperialist antagonisms, and as ‘a result of the contradictions
between the -emancipation of the onc-time colonial peoples of
“flie' U.S.S.R. and the imerciless sub:ug ation of the colonial peoples
by finance capital, the whole of the British Empire is rocking
"dnd the forces of dlSlﬂILgl‘dthll are beconing stronger, and
stronger.

Oi the whole Bl‘ltlSh Empire, compnsmg neany a quartu of
“mankind, the crucal point for Brmsh .imperialism s India, where
“the whole revolutionary upsurge of fhe exploited i1 s in the
last vear has dealt shattering blows at Briti-h imperiali iamy

“ndig, says Lord Rothermere., “is the lsm,h-mn m Empxre
. If India goes, all goes.”* .

Because of-India, the MacDonald Governm 1{ was: k.,pt n
~power in 1930, with the: openly :expressed support o both Lloyd
George and also-of ‘Baldwin. - Because: of ‘India; “the distindtion
-between His Majesty’s Gavemment and His :Majesty's Opposition

...... H

.has entirely: disappeared. -- On: India there is™a anited front:of

the imperialist.bourgeoisie, :and. a formal coalition ‘dating from the

. appointment of the Simon Commission-four years:ago, a coakiticn

that- extends. from Baldwin to .Lloyd:George; from ‘Livyd George
to MacDenald from MacDonald to: tha so-tall‘d Lef‘ 'l the

1930 is the greatect year oi rcvatutlonarv devdopmmt in
the - history’ of> the Indianitoiling masses::British " imperialism
has' used every means, vmmghng fraud .:and - force;  cannig
Janoeuvres with bloadthirsty and. murderous suppression in a
way - which the Bm;lsh _bourgeoisie. have . learned - frat two-
“hundred vears.of. oppression of India, lreland and..osher. colonies.
In this work. the, social fascist. government of . ‘MacDonald .has
showed itself a, worthy government of the Qu.ond Iw-,mat' nal.
Thie* Colonial: héor‘y qi“‘(}”;ggor;ﬂﬂié at the Amstcrdam‘Congr‘:s

[UTTRSER MR S A o A F TN L I T A

-all these,
Weaknesses, is the only defender in ‘Britain- of- the: struggle’ of
“‘the  toiling- masses of India dgainst the ‘onslaught of British

~another.

‘of 40% 16 63"/. is the oSt serious rival, of Brxtam
‘trade.

'B_n\mh rule),

1tw'entystx years ago expressed then as beliel in the uwlismg
“mission’
‘in ‘mass muarder, in machine guas,
burning,
.Kishorigunj,
‘Peshawar and the rising of the Airidi tribesmen {peasants of

of European civilisation is now .expressed in nm»nc«:
tanks. aeroplanes and
But Sholapur, Peshawar,

flogging and slaying. .
Burma, the Red 3Shirts of

the Berars, Sinde,

the hills) and the ianumerable dacoities now going on show the

“stréngth of ‘the mass reévolitionary upsurge against the Labotu
“Government, the tool of British imperialism.

All of this is carned out in the name of the “hberatlon of
India”, “pacification”, “advance to seli-government”, etc. These

“hypocritical murde*ers are supported by the Left-wmg social-

fascists, Maxton, Brailsford, and others, who criticise the Labour
Government merely on the ground that. it is going. rather top
slowly and so attempt to create in the ranks of the workin

class of Great Britain the illusion that thése tools of Britis

imperialism stand for the ending of British rule in India. Against
the Commuunist Party’ of Great Britain, with alliits

imperialism “and ’the persecutions of the Labour Government,

Thc effect. of ‘the world economic crisis on the trade" of
Britain with its Indian’ colony has been catastrophic, The share
of Britain in Indla imports has fallen from 63% pre-war fo 41, 6%

‘in !979 30.

“This serious’ blow ‘takes place under the me%ule “of ‘Comi-

‘petition from its imperialist. rivals as well as from ‘the beyeoit

inside India.

As regards the imperialist rivals of the British bourgeome.
while no governmeutal move has been made, it is clear thidt
Auterica takes one staundpoint and the . French : ‘bosrgeoisie
The bourgeoisie of the U.S.A., without daubt, in pursult
of their. policy of the Open Door. would favour thé * Indidn
capitalists. ~Bat the Frénch bourgeoisie. it is equallv cledr,
supports British_imperialism in their. work of suppression, Aad
why? Becaurse Indo-China is next ‘door to .India; and ‘they
cannot remain unconwrned ‘at’ thc ruuluhmuu v upsuige in theu
nelghbcur s colony.’

Bt of dll the imperialist powers, Japan whose e;(port fo
India of cotton piece goods increased in 1920/30° by averages
in lnd;an

condmon
t has - now,
wel[ mgh

© Figurés’ cannot gwe,an adequate picture of thﬂ
of the toilifig. "mass Terrible’ bcfore
‘reached a pitch‘ of gradahon and m.sery wh:ch as

‘uubdievablc

' Ten ‘veafs ago the census of 1921 reévealed, the contrast
belween thie dverage expectation of life of the Enghshman (whlch
is 53 years and has been rising). and that op the Indian (w!uch
is "22 "yéars ‘and hds bu:n ramdly fallmg uhdcr “beneﬁc;ent

“Now ‘ter’ years later ‘the p(mtqon 1s ‘iich’ worseAt an jthrs
‘of the expeétation’ of  life summmz up inal single ter-
‘nhtc ixgure the effects of a half centurys ‘rule of the Brmsh

Under.cuch ceﬁd:taons tﬁe: fotdec of rev mt:o ‘are rmemng.
Thls applies * especially "to' the agrarian revokxtwn_uhwh am 3
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with the national strugglé for emancipation, is the main axis
of the revolution in India. Under such conditions, there is a
rapid development of the class relations, and every class. is set
in motion. According this has been the year of greatest
revolutionary development of the Indian working class and
peasantry. Against this all the forces of imperialism have been
niobilised and consolidated.

I already mentioned the formal coalition of all three bour-
geois parties in Britain, extending from Baldwin to MacDonald
and Maxton. Under the menace of revolution this has now
‘been further extended into a coumter-revolutionary alliance with
the Indian national reformists, headed by Gandhi. The Viceroy
of India, Lord Irwin, has shaken hands with Gandhi, and Gandhi
-on behalf of the Indian bourgeoisi¢ has accepted the terms of
truce. This Irwin-Gandhi Pact is a real turning point, It marks
the beginning of the end of illusions about Gandhi.

Not only in India, but in Europe and America the illusion
‘has been fostered.that Gandhi is a representative of the revolu-
tionary petty bourgeoisie. He is supposed to be a Tolstoyan, a
saint, a believer in soul-force and against all violence. Beoks
in this sensé have been written about him, and a thoroughly
false view spread of him and his associates in the Indian National
Congress, i . :

- It is necessay to say now that this Gandhi is a representa-

“five, not of the revolutionary petty bourgeoisie, not even of the
reactionary petty bourgeois utopians, but of the Indian capitalists
and landlonds, As for his belief in non-violence, this can be
-measured by his participation in recruiting a corps of Indians on
the side of British capitalism for the imperialist slaughter. Not
only does Gandhi: represent this trcacherous Indian bourgeoisie
‘linked up with landlords, but his active part in the betrayal of the
revolutionary struggle began already when the struggle itself
was beginning. The Irwin-Gandhi Pact is only the consum-
mation of this treacherous rdle. From the very beginning Gandhi
headed .the movement in order to behead it. This can be proved
by the whole of his policy. Let us take only a few items in the
last year and a half,

First, the acceptance by the Delhi Manifesto of Lord Irwin's
.‘Dominion Status declaration in 1929 October.
Second, the resolution of the Lahore Indian National
Congress December 1929 by which the Madras Declaration of
-hgdependence was reaffirmed, and the threat launched of non-
-violent civil disobedience in order to restrain the" revolutionary
upsurge.
. Third, his famous 11 points which he  proposed to the
Viceroy, in return for which he was willing to capitulate and to
throw overboard the deceitful slogan of independence. These

points were the-demands of the Indian bourgeoisie for tarifi
protection, etc.

Here. I will quote the speech of one of the leading capitalists

of India. Hussain Bhey Lalji, President of the Indian Merchants’
Chamber, at his speech at Chamber meeting says:

“I make bold to say that in the universal desire manifest
to. have responsible government at the centre and especially
with regard to finance and commerce all that fight of ours
lla_s played no small a part. It shows the justification for our
agitation that the eleven points of Mahatma Gandhi were
always based: upon the economic and financial platforms of the
Chamber and other similar institutions.”

(“Bombay Chronicle”, 26 January 1931.)

Fourthly, after the campaign of mass civil disobedience
began Gandhi sought in every way to limit it, to restrain it, and
1o hamper it up to the moment when he would be able to betray
it. While he was carrying through his spectacular pilgrimage to
defy the salt tax, he sternly refused to proclaim ncn-payment of
“land tax”, “If 1 were the Government tomorrow", he said to the
correspondent of the “Daily Telegraph”, “I should require to have
the land tax”. It was in this same interview, that he stated he
‘was against any withdrawal of the British troops from India

Fifthly, when the mass pressure for non-payment of the
land tax became too strong, Patel, Gandhi’s lieutenant, was
dorced to agree to ist. But they sought to limit it, they wanted
to confine it to the largely kulak region of Bardoli in Gnierat,
and for other parts of India (Bengal and United Provinces) where
Jandlordism was rampant, they urged that there should be the
rr,ef'usa! only to pay the insignificant police tax. In this way
“Gandhi sought to hinder the development of the agrarian revo-
lutien, — just as he did 9 years ago, when in February 1922, by
his. treacherous betrayal at Bardoli where he ordered the

regime.

rebellious peasants to pay rent, he showed himself to be a repre=
sentative of the landlords.

Sixthly, after -his conversations and manoeuvres in Yeravda
prison in August, when his emissaries to London, the Liberals
Jayakar and Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, had come back, when he
was released from jail to carry through his treachery, his fire’
move before meeting the Viceroy was to post off to Bombay
there to get his instructions,. not from the Indian National
Congress of which he was appointed Dictator, but from the

leading capitalist -millowners. .

Now, finally, when the Irwin-Gandhi Pact has been carried
through and the treachery consummated, what happened? After
a year of the most brutal repressions and mass murder by British
Imperialism, with 40,000 to 50,000 political prisoners, the Viceroy
said he would not release the Meerut prisoners or the Lahorg
prisoners or any other. group of revolutionary  fighters. = What
did Gandhi say? At this moment when millions of Indians were
locked .in a life and death. grapple with British imperialismy
Gandhi said in effect; : R

~“You can do as you like with the revolutionary fighters

for Indian independence, so long as you help our cotton
industry.t
‘The Gandhi-Irwin Pact.

The Ghandi-lrwih Pact is of historic importance.. It is a rea -

turning point, it is the beginning of the end of illusions, it
clears the way for revolutonary advance. . :

. -Already from the events at Karachi and Cawnpore it ig
clear that the masses are not deceived and that the revolutionary,
movement-is developing upwards into mass action.: At Karachi,
Gandhi was greeted with cries of *‘Assassin!. Murderer!”s
A year and a half ago mass demonstrations wearing Gandhi
caps were carrying black flags and shouting “Simon, go back!”
Now Gandhi, this same Gandhi, the Mahatma, the holy man, was
met by crowds carrying flags and shouting “Gandhi, go back”
Such is the tempo of development of the revolutionary moves
ment. At Cawnpore while this Plenum is sitting, an insurrectios
nary movement is taking place, hundreds have been Kkilled, and
not the soft words .of Irwin and Gandhi in their conversations,

-~ but the rattle of machine-guns and the rumble of tanks are

showing the realities of British rule. The insurrectionary move-
ment in Burma goes on undaunted., and so does the movemen’
of the Red Shirts of Peshawar, whose device is the “Hamme.
and Sickel”, whose slogans of struggle: are a witness to the
powerful influence of the example of the U.S.3.R., where only a
few hundred miles to the North the peasants ‘of Uzbekistan have
been liberated -from colonial oppression. - )

On the side of British imperialsm every move and every.
manouevre was bent towards this Gandhi-Irwin -Pact. The
Round Table Conference was itself' a mass of manourvres: —=
for instance the Liberals Jayakar and Sapru come as the secret
emmissaries of Ghandi who proudly sits aloof in his extremely.
comfortable prison; for instance, the calling in of the Maharajas,
the Indian princes, the most reactionary feudal monarchies now
existing in the world; for instance the carefully staged transe
formation scene by which the drowntrodden colony of India
vanishes, its place is taken by a. wonderful new federal India
with rajahs and all included. It is not federal but-feudal. It is
not independence, but a strengthening of the, feudal imperialist
It is this which the Indian bourgeoisie -in their dread
of the revolutionary masses have accepted through their reprea
sentative Gandhi.

While the press organs of British imperialism were chuckling:

over the Round Table Conference trick that they had pulled off,
what was the attitude of Ghandi and is supporters?.

On the side of the Indian National Congress there was the
atmosphere of the developing agrarian revolution. Not only
Gandhi, but the so-called “Lefts” of the Congress were plaintively,
calling on the government to relase Gandhi and the IN.C,
prisoners to stave of the revolution.

Here is the statement of the Calcutta journal “Liberty” of

-which Subhas Chandra Bose, the leader of the “Lefts”, is the

editor:

“The Indians too want an honourable settlement, but they
do not see at the end of the Round Table Conference any
chances of an honourable settlement. They too believe that
India can escape revolution only through courageous recon-
struction. But those can reconstruct this, who can still avert
the impending revolution have been placed in jail. If things

~~—
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: zrre allowed to drift thus, the menacing thunde’r of discontent

i e revolutron) will not take long to burst.”
Do » (“Liberty”, January 6, 1931.)

It is clear that'the “Lefts” with all their talk of a_“Socialist

“epublic” with "their nominal support of a General Strike, are
v mortal terror of the developing revolution.

Their attitude was already shown six mouths earlier durrng
the insurrectionary moveient of Kishoriganj. wliere the Bengal
- peasants, mostly Moslems, rose against the money- lenders,
mostly Hindus.

. They- burnt their mortgages and killed ‘their -oppressors.
Immedratety audeputation - of ~the *Left” National* ‘Reformists
.approached theGovernor-of Bengal and hiating ‘that. it was a
pogrom stirred - up by - British *-imperialism, asked for the
dmittiediate. - suppression of the peasant rising.  The Governor
pointed out that it'was not'a religions, bt an economic struggle
.of+the toiling- peasants against:the blood-sucking ‘landlords ‘and
money-lenders. He said he would take all the fiecessary measures
more . effectively: .to . suppress. this peasant rebellion; vand he
thanked the deputation; -and..expressed. his . gratification.-that- he
had the sipport of those followers of Gandhi in his forcible
suppression by machine-guns and mass murder of the revolu-
honary peasant masses.

. What happened:in Kishorigani also happéned in The’ Berars
.and itr. Burma where the peasant:rebellion is still ailame o

The Afridi rising i$ “also’‘a ‘rising* of ‘boor ‘peasantd’ of ‘the
hills, and the main. reason {apart from: the strategical reasons for
the: preparation.iof war against the' Soviet Union with India ‘as'a
military. base):for.the .proposed- expeditionary force which:wag
&0 cost § 22,000:000: against these Afridi peasants was ‘that!they
have proved..to- the hundreds of millions of toiling masses how
ten:thousand peasants can.hold: out:for ‘a whole summer  agaitst
the force .of Brvtlsh 1mperra1sm provided they have arms m
therr hands.

The }ndran Workmg ClaSS and the Commumst Party
. -of India; i

7 the genéral revolutqonary upsirge and with the advance of f the
¥ proletariat'to ‘the hegemony (which is shown b} significant signs
( ich as the adoption of proletarian slogans by the peasauts), the
3 _entral question beécomes the development of . this ‘hegemony
- finder the “leadership of a strong centrahsed drscxphned 1llegal
Commumst Party, °
= * ~“The pressute of the masscs is growing and wrth the Irwrn-
Gandhi pact a new stage is opéid. ‘Only the subjective factor,
; the development of the Communist:Party, ‘is still lagging dehind.
3 The Commumst Parts exrsts “but exrsts m the proceSs oi
formatlon :
- The Platiorm of: Actron of ‘the Commumst Party of Indra is
a document which is bound to have the g‘rcatest efrec '1ts
development i ‘
“On the question of the general strlke, the Party wa ‘able
to put forward this slogafi and under the pressiire of the 1
the'+All-India Trade Union Congress weére coinpelled to’ A ept
this- slogaii: "Though some of the national reformists in the

Union Congress' fought against it, others (Bose, etc) ‘took’ the

more cunmng step-iof acceptmg 1t i ‘order to betray 1t On
quéstion " of “the gerietal’ “strike thiere 'were valso wave
amongst' someé ‘of our ‘own confrades - who, while” acceptrm the
General Strike on pringiple, for so-called tactlcal reasons ¢ ‘thie
masses ‘were not- ready’y,: etc) were against'it. 0 - )

I Ttis-clear ‘that'in this central struggle for the Ieadershxp ‘of the
working class, iii the “advance of the working class to the
hegemonyv of the 'whole revolutionary. movement ‘of thé masses,
amost- important task of our: comrades is the ﬁght agamst
Gandhism as the main obstacle.

‘Above all, they miust carry on the flght agamst the “Left”
Gandhists such as Subhas Bose, ‘the Chalrman of the All-India
Trade Union Congress:: whose :lie' it is-to- be more radical in
the -Trade Union:Congress -and to accept reluctantly the'ling of
Gandhi in the Indian National Congress, or against such: as
lamnadas :Mehta ;who: takes up -a, more radieal position “in the

ndian National Congress:and less radical in the Trade Union
Congress. while, his henchmen, Kalchkar, carrnes on.a campaﬂgn
agz;mst the, General . Strike.. ,
( " The -split-in the Girai Kamegar Umon camed oult bV Kaldlkar
at the behest-of thedndian:National Congrese was a move by the
bourgeoisie in the class struggle against the Indian proletariat:

&

Wrth this development of the agrarian “revoliition ‘s part of
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Ther& should be no question oi comprormse with Kaldlkar.
Compromise with him is compromise wrth counter-revo[utron.

‘Our Indran comrades should not do it.

Work and Tasks of the C.P. G B.’

.. Our task-(by agitation, by propaganda, expomng the socnai
fascrsts. by solidarity. demonstratrons workmg up to . strikes,
work in the army and navy) is to build a single united struggle
of the British and Indian masses for the overthrow of British
imperialism. ‘We have to break down reeply-rooted imperialist
ldcologv dmongst the British’ ‘workers and, above all, by action,
We have to, unite the struggle of the Brmsh workers. with the
foxlmg masses .of India.

How have we fulfilled these tasks" All oomrades know thie
backwardness on this question. of the British Party: (caused by
years of ! neglect of the colonial struggle) .and revealed by the

‘attitude of -our delegatmn on the colonjal. discussion at.. the

VI’ Longrcss of the Commumst Internatronal If, however, we
compdre whaf we have done’in. the past, period with previous

,actmnes theu we ¢an. record sqme, steps in- advance. certaid

achiévements. But they are little enough in comparison with the
g:agmtude of the task and the tremendoys struggle of.the Indran
asses T

) As regards the propagmda carrred on hy& the Party speclally
in the “Dallv ‘Worker”, it has been relatively zood and has been
q,escrrbed as good in the resolutron of the Presrdrum Six: months
”go ) - .»v

By means. of persusbent and contmuous propa"anda ‘we have
camed on a popularisation in the ranks: of the’ Party " and
amongst the masses. of the-decisions-of the VI."Congress ‘gn the
colonial revolution.. We: have carried on an: agitation amongst
the dockers and seamen in varrous ports,:‘and‘in ‘theLondoif
branch of the Indian National Congress we have carried ofr worl{
among the rank and.file to break them away from Gandhi," :

_The League Against Imperialism has developéd, its’ work
and has also .taken over the defense. of the :Meerut priseners,
Last month it held a Conference attended: by 220 delegates
appointed from working class organisations including trade
union  branches, ce-operative societies. and. .branches.-of : the
Independent Labour Party.,. This last.fact means a_ bréach, into
the' 1ank, f the “Lefts”, the most dangerous enemies of the
workers 4t this monient.

Immediately. the mass -movement- began. 4o reach ‘a hlgher
stage. of development a year ago;, we issued a‘leaflet:in Whrch
we demanded withdrawal of the troeps fromiIndia~ahd called: on
every British-soldier to fraternise. to imitate the example of the'
Garhwali Rifles of Peshawar. And thowgh this second: slogiait”
was. censored in the legal leaflet we prepared, we. found. other
means of. getlmg this slogan., ‘of fraternisation put.eut. Gt

however, ‘ery great weaknesses lll

There have been still,
our. work; many, shortcommgs many. mistakes. - Throughout the
Party | thele is still a serious under-estimation -of-the importance
of .the colonial struggle,. an.under-estimation that.: rcsults from
thc bad heritage. left by the. past opportunist Ieadershm et

“Only-ffom ‘this can we explain’ the fact tha,t the Mmorlty
Moviement forweeks dunnq this ‘vear nevu‘ even’ mentmned
India in its newspaper, “The Worker”, ‘and in' general ‘almost
entirely neglected to carry out the: tasl\s in colonial work set it
by the V. Congress of the RILU and for the. failure to carry
out 'thé proper control over ou1 Mmorlty Movement fractrorl
\\e are responslble

We must say. that we have not 3et succeeded in, makmg the
colomal struggle, the support. of the colonial :revolution part of
the daily work of ‘the, Party:. It is not part. of the hfe of evers’
cell, .every basis unit,.every dlstnct

The tasks of thi¢ Farty are to wage a determmed flght to
expose the Labour Government and ‘to make clear that it is the
tool -of the miost brutal and bloody imperialisny. We have,
particularly’ to- fight against the Left ‘wingers so-called, against’
the Brailsfords who go to India and form in Lahore a socialist’
party and put forward ‘a:strong- hne of criticism of 1mper1a1!sm

and ‘of MacDonald ‘iti wotds, while in:practice they support the'.
MacDonald Government. - We have contintally to Bring out’ fhe’
contrast between-'the ‘position of the colonies. of 1mperxahsm and”
the “position ‘of the mnationatities ' ifi the' former colonies of’
Tsardom. - We have to:carry on our propaganda amongst thie’
Indfan' students -and-seamen and in thi¢ conteétion to ‘build up!
a red Marine Workers” Union: to organise ‘demonstrations at
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all the strategic points so that the news of those demonstrations
‘can get across to oiur comrades fighting in India.

g We have to deepen our LR.A. activities in support of the
"prisoners whom Gandhi has left to rot in the jails of the L_abour
Government, We' have to intensify our work amongst the forces
of British imperialism. o
'+ Above all we have to present the struggle in a concrete
form so that in' every factory producing for export ,(near].y
“every British factory does) the workers on the basis of their
daily work" shall be brought into closest relation and solidarity
with the struggle of our Indian and colonial comtades. So that
every factory paper shall contain. not a mention of India ds
something extra, but as a part of their own struggle in the
“dactories against the common enemy.

;v In carrying out this task we have to use the exampie -of
the Meerut . prisoners. Amongst those 31 prisoners for - the
first time in the history of British domination in India. thres
representatives of the English working class are standing in
the dock along with the representatives of the Indian toiding
masses. - Such a fact as this is the best proof of solidarity.

is a challenge to all the bad traditions of the past. We ‘mus.
see to it that this continues: that in ail theé ‘struggles that lie
before the toiling masses of India under the leadership of the
Indian- Communist Party, the Indian workers will find fighting
with them in their own ranks representatives of the British
working class, British workers. who will thus be proving in
practice that they understand it is a’common struggle against
a common enemy, - ) ‘ .

‘Speech’,kdf C,omradet‘ Weins fone (U.S.A). o

Comrades. I want to address.my remarks chiefly to three
questions — the struggle against unemployment and the organi-
sation of the unemployed. masses, our Trade Union work and
the methods by which to combat the plans of the bourgeoisie
1o ‘destroy the growing revolutionary movement. Lo

Upon -our success in the struggle against unemployment and

upon our Trade Union work depends the growth of the American
Party as a mass Party. In the United States at the present time
anemployment is the main issue upon which. all political parties
and groups are forced to present their .positions.
.. Since the outbreak of the crisis: unemployment- has grown
to 10 million in the United .States, in addition "there are several
millon workers engaged in part-time work, The militancy of
thé ‘workers. in " the United States shown in the past yvear has
expressed itself in unemployment demonstrations, in the struggle
for’ inumediate relief and for unemployment insurance.

Under these circumstances the manner in which we struggle
against unemployment is of decisive importance for the growth
of the Party. The struggle. against unemployment is the central
task of the Communist Party. : : S
i . Unemployment existed in the United States before the crisis,
the - number . of -unemployved reaching -about -3 million. ‘Had we
raised the question -of .unemployment  and: of the fight -against
it during the prosperity -days, had we raised the question of
unemployment.insurance as.we. were directed ‘by -the C.I. many
times. during 19272829 we would have been far better prepared
for the  period of .the crisis and would  have succeeded in
enrolling large masses of workers.in the struggle-for this decisive
issue.of the American working class. The question of unemployt
ment today is an issue affecting practically- every: household -inv
the United States. March 6th 1930 was an expression of this fact.

There was a hope among many workers that because of
the riches of American' capitatism, because of the huge inciease
in production, because of the penetration of American imperialism
i various corners of- the world, the American bproletariat
would overcome the growing insecurity, would maintain stability
. its living conditions and would even improve its status. The
crisis shattered - this hope.  The proletariat of America realised
that they had been tricked by the propaganda of the bourgeaisie,
by the A F. of L. and by the  Socialist Party. With - the
bankruptcy of prosperity, there was the ‘collapse not merely of
a - phrase . but the bankruptcy of a ~omplete "system of class
collaboration. a system based on the idea ‘that with' the concen=
t__ra_{non of industry and the strengthening of the monopolistic
position of the American bourgeoisie, the conditions of the broad
masses of the American proletariat would thereby improve.
Qn March 6th the workers zave voice to this awakening. -

. On  March 6th there was an -elemental upsurge of the
Amerjcan. working class in defence of its. living . standards, and
in the first place in defence of its job. . B

:On March 6th the American - worker recognised that - his
security of the job was- breaking down. ‘that ‘the assurance of
the job for to-morrow was not forthcoming, he began to relise
tha‘ he was a wage-earner. a proletarian like his brother in
Europe. But on.this day. also, the workers in the United States
were asserting - their desire to -organise themselves, to fight off
hunger and starvation. . . - c ’
. Comrade Manuilsky said that there was a certain dizziness
in the rapks of the Party as a result of March bth — undoubtedly
this is true. There was an idea that we had already sunk eur

Topts. among . the broad masses of the proletariat; that. the wave.

of class struggle would rise higher and higher, and spontaneously
and automatically pour the masses into .the Party. :

We must state that the Party was not able, because of
certain weaknesses, to take full: advantage of the revolutionary
upsurge in order to consolidate the movement, to extend it, and
to bring the workers into definite organisation. . It did no#
realise fullv that the masses came out to struggle for their most
immediate interests, to fight for relief from the inevitable hunger,
that they wished to organise in order to conduct this fight. The
slogans which we put forward for March 6th. were saificient
to call out the masses, such slogans as’ “Work or Wages” and
other general ‘slogans, but they were not concrete enough for.
the further ‘development of the struggle. : ) ‘

I shall not go into a discussion of these slogans, but shalf
give only one diustration. The slogan for -unemployment:
insurance which was put forward late and. which was not .made
the central issue, was. the demand for 25 dollars- a week. for
every worker and 5 dollars for each dependent, that meant that
a working ‘class family ‘with one breadwinner, wife and two
children would receive 40 dollars a week under conditions where:
the average wage in the United States is 25 dollars a wecek,
where ige masses of workers receive 10 .to 15.dollars weckly;
and inn. the South many workers get as low as 6 dollars. Suck
a demand would mean_that a worker would. receive twice a
mlm:i Income when out of work as during, his period .of employ=.
ment, ‘ vl haeen

.- Just one illustration. in regard to:organisation, . On July 4th’
very .late after some preliminary arrangements, we . called a
conference of the, unemployed at which. 1,300 delegates were
assembled. The conference lasted one day. The actual prepa-
rations for " this® conferencé occurred one ‘week before .the con-
ference.’ This conferénce wa$ in fact a big mass meeting. It
is true that it elected an Executive Committee which was.
charged with the task of forming Unemployed Councils in the
United States, but after July 4th very little 'was heard of this
Executive Commiittee, ‘ '

Under thes¢ conditions workers that came out on March 6th,
in order to struggle for their immediate dematids and in order to’

organise themselves for this struggle, did not find in the Com-
practical organiser of the fight against un-.

mutist Party the
employment. . )

At the November Plenum of the C.C. this question  was.
taken up quite sharply in accordaricé with the discussion and.
directives of the E.C.C.I, and we must state that by developing
the struggle for the day to day interests of the masses,. the
movement has advanced. " After the Plenum of the C.C., we

can record an increase ‘in ‘activity ‘in the struggle against un-
employment, though we mist stafe quite frankly that only .in,
the recent period has the question of unemployment been put
forward as the central task of the Communist Party. Recently,
4 wave . of demonstrations has been developed in the United
States by the Party. Local hangér -marches occurred in ‘the”
chief --cities and' 24 -smaller cities State-wide ‘hunger marches
took -place, and on February 10th, ‘nation-wide~ demonstrations”
in - which - 200,000 workers participated: occurred.” On February:
25th 400,000 workers: participated in demonstrations in 71 ‘cities:
and towns. - i o e R

“The demonstrations wers certainly smaller than on March 6th,’
but it would be a mistake to say that there has been 1o ini-
provement..over: March. 6tii; in -respect - to organisation, in-th
concreteness of -the slogans :and -demands put forward; and in
the: penetration. of new areas: As a:‘result of the recent fights,;

S
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we can declare that the Party was able to once again gain the
upper hand in the leadership in the struggle against un-
employment.

Our comrades also learnt to carry through the demon-
~trations better, to carry them more directly to the state
athorities.  In Minneapolis, the demonstrators invaded the
State Assembly, and spoke for hours. Such militancy was not
only true of Minneapolis, there has been a number of invasions
of the city and state administrations, militant mass pressure
upon the city and state authorities which helped to expose the
position of the bourgeoisie before the broad masses of workers.
Undoubtedly as a result of this alone the influence of the Com-
munist Party has grown. Undoubtedly as a result of these

marches and demonstrations, the large numbers of workers have~

come to know of the Communist Party, and growing numben
of workers are beginning to recognise in the Lommumst Party,
the champion of their interests.

What is necessary at the present time? In my opinion, our
work .must be improved in two respects, in the content of the
work and in the measures for the organisation of the un-
emploved. We have carried through demonstrations, militant
ones, but we have not yet convinced the masses that aside from
demonstrations, the Communist Party can carry forward the
fight for immediate relief and the fight for unemployment in-
surance, We still stand before the task of organising a mass
struggle for these everyday demands and for bringing the wide
masses of workers into the day to day fight.

We must develop a mass struggle for unemployment in-
surance, by more diligently exposing the conditions of the work-
ers, by bringing the mass of the workers into this fight, we
must apply many forms of activity in order to make the issue
of unemployment insurance the central decisive issue of the
American proletariat. In regard to the Unemployed Councils,
we are in agreement with the proposals made by Comrade
Piatnitzky. It is ‘necessary to make the Unemployed Councils
the organ of the dgy to day struggle for the immediate demands
and be foremost in the fight for the unemployed insurance. 1
believe that the emphasis which has been laid here in the Plenum
upon the formation of a firmer form of organisation is correct.
The T.U.U.L. must be ‘the leader of the Unemployed Councils,

ey must be organised on a local and district scale. This is

e only basis upon which we will be able to bring the masses
of the unemployed into the ranks of the Councils. The Councils
of the unemployed must be built up upon the basis of the bread
lines, the lodging houses. but we must concentrate chiefly upon
the bodies of unemployed workers who are the most oppressed,
and we must reach out into the neighbourhoods.

It is absolutely essential to draw the revolutionary trade
unions and the fraternal organisation into the Unemployed Coun-
cils, so as to unite the struggle of the employed and unemployed
workers.

A further word in regard to social insurance. The struggle
for social insurance is an historic task for the Party. Social
insurance, insurance -against unemployment, illness, maternity,
for the development of labour protection laws, particularly in
the South, will be fought for by the American proletariat, and
we must recognise that through the struggle we will be able
to develop a broad trade union movement in the United States.
It is inconceivable that the American workers will not undertake
this fight of providing themselves with the protection for their
most acute needs. But this fight can only be developed by
overcoming the resistance in the ranks of the Party to the
slogan of social insurance, a resistance which manifested itself
in the opposition to the development of the campaign for the
collection of signatures in connection with the Unemployment
Insurance Bill.

With regard to the trade union. work. The Communist
Party from the very moment of its formation was confronted
with the task-of organising the American proletariat in the trade
tinions. The workers in the steel industry, automobile, chemical,
marine, the majority of miners are unorganised in the United
States.
masses. The Socialist Party which is a junior partner of the
AFL. as Comrade Foster correctly described it, likewise makes
no  effort to organise the American workers. The LW.W.
collapsed soon after the first struggles following the world war,

the present time the Muste group are making some manouevres-

. regard to organising. the unorganised masses, but the only
force which can and is willing: to take up this historic task
is the Communist Party,

aup is their own.

The A.F.L. makes no effort to organise these basic

The American workers are compelled with iron necessity
to seek organisation and in the first place the trade unions.
But the workers will not automatically enter into our trade .
unions, it will be necessary for the Party and the trade unions
to go to the American workers and to convince them of the
necessity for entering our ranks, to demonstrate to them through
the daily practice of the Party and the trade unions that we
can build mass trade unions that are ready and able to fight
for their daily interests. This has not yet been achieved.

In the past two vears we have built up trade union|
organisations with 40,000 members in them in mining, needle
trades. textiles, seamen, lumber and a number of other unions,;
but the basis of these unions have been chiefly in the %rmll*i
shops. What has happened during the crisis with these 40,000
members? We must state quite frankly that they have declined.

- ‘Why was this so? Because these unions did not place before:

their -members, the primary task of defending the practical
interests of the workers in a material way, because they became
chiclly Agit-Prop adjuncts of the Communist Party (Question:
Have they been good Agit-Props?). Many locals of these
wnons arose during a period of struggle, for example, in the
South, in the textile areas of New England, etc., and soon-after
the struggle, - these locals practically dlsappeared because the
unions have done nothing to keep the members in their ranks.

During the struggle the Party and the T.UUL. raised tle
perspective of fighting against the employers, they laid before

‘the workers the hope- that this was an organisation that would

really fight for their interests against the employers, but after
the struggle practically nothing was 'done to realise these
promiscs of the Party and the League.

We cannot make any success with the old methods of work,

“with pure agitational methods, with general promises, with lack

of concentration upon particular factories and industries, with
methods which do not draw upon the initiative of the workers
and make them feel that the organisation which they are setting
Unions which do not devote themselves in the
very first place to defending the most intimate needs of the
masses cannot . develop into mass organisations. The unions
will not become mass organisations with one blow in the United
States, but they can develop into organisations embracing wide
masses, ouly if they devote themselves patiently to the everyday
struggle. Strikes play a big roéle in the formation of trade
unions and in their further development and therefore strike
strategy is of decisive importance for the whole future of outr
trade union organisation. Numerous examples, however, can be
cited of the lack of strike strategy, of the failure to learn the
lessons of very serious mistakes such as have occurred in
Hlinois, in the New Orleans marine strike, etc. When the
Marine Union in Philadelphia called out a strike in which not
a single worker responded, the reasons for which were correctly
given by Comrade Lozovsky, then we must say that our com-
rades are drearily repeating earlier mistakes and are not apply-
ing strike strategy. The greatest weakness in strike strategy
is the failure to draw in the masses, to establish organisations
from below, is the form of approach to the masses and in some
instances even the application of bureaucratic methods.

But I wish to touch upon one of the most serious weaknesses
in our trade union work, that is the relation of the Party to the
trade unions. Is there a realisation of the entire Party that
its major activity must consist in mobilising workers for the
economic struggles and building trade unions? Do the units
of our Party. the fractions in our mass organisations, apply
themselves energetically to this central task. We must say
that this is not yet the case.

There is an idea in the ranks of the Party which has not
vet been liquidated, that there are two types of Party members,
one type of Party member who concerns himseif with day to
day routine tasks required by the Party erganisation, who is
regarded as a Party man, there is the other type who works
in the trade unions, who does mass work, who is considered
as a sort of second class citizen. Under these circumstances
the Party doesn’t concentrate sufficiently upon -economic
struggles, and work in the trade unions is considered as a second-
ary or territorial task of the Communist Party. But for the
organisation of trade unions in the United States it is necccsary
for the Party to entrench itself in the big factories.

‘Tt is entirely -impossible to expect that trade union organis<
ation will be established in the large factories, in these fortresses
of American capitalism, where the workers are terroriscd B
the whole system of espionage of the bourgeoisie, unless the
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Party establishes organisations, nuclei which conduct day to
day work, carry through agitation, surround themselves with
sympathetic elements, unless they give leadership in the fight
for the daily grievances of the workers, directions and leader-
ship in the drawing of workers into the trade. unions.

The task of forming shop nuclei is not a mechanical task,
it requires patience, hard spade work, concentration, direction
from above, and intiative from below, assistance to the local
functionaries, explanation, example.

Yet we have many good possibilities which have not been
exploited in order to establish shop nuclei. . Fiir example, we
have a press with 150,000 circulation, the “Daily Worker” itself
circulates in 1100 cities and towns. What is being done with
these 150,000 readers of the Communist press in the United
States? It is clear that not the first steps have been taken in
order to cash in upon these contacts in order to utilise these
workers to build ap trade union organisations.

There are 40,000 to 50,000 members in the Mutual -Aid
organisations who are under the influence of the Party, you
can say therefore that the most elementary things such as ex-
ploiting these contacts, have not been done in the building of
trade unions.

Some improvement has been made since the Party last
November set itself the task of making a turn in its trade union
work. For example in connection with Lawrence. there were
10,000 workers who came out for a week, the revolutionary
union gained 1500 new members, it was also an achievement of
the union that it was actually able to settle the strike. Previous
to this strike the idea seemed current in the Party that a strike
was a good one if it lasted a very long time.

I wish to close upon the last question, the strategy of the
bourgeoisie and its attack upon the revolutionary movement.
Comrade Browder referred to the Fish Committee and its
proposals to illegalise our movement. The heart of the Fish
Committee recommendations is the attack upon the foreignborn
workers whom they propose to fingerprint, register, withdraw
citizenship, deport, etc. As Comrade Browder stated the
capitalists are not waiting for the formal execution of these
proposals into law to commence their attacks upon the foreign-
born workers. These attacks are already on the way,
deportations of the foreign-born workers number one thousand
monthly, alien bureaux have been established in the local police
departments and raids are taking place daily. In these raids
the workers are forced to show papers proving that thev have
entered legally into the United States and many workers are
arrested. 100 revolutionary workers stand today before
deportation.

What is the object of the bourgeoisie in this attack? = The
object and strategy is clear. by means of the attack upon the
joreizn-born workers, the bourgeoisie means to terrorise and
illegalise the movement, not by open declaration that the Party
is illegal, but by striking at the weakest point of the Communist
Party, the fact that the majority of its members are foreign-born
workers. The largest number of workers in the revolutionary
trade unions are likewise foreign-born, and so the bourgeoisie
hopes to intimidate the foreign-born workers, to drive them out
of strikes. etc.

What steps must we take to counteract this attack? In
my opinion the Party has not vet placed before itself this
question..l: appears to me that it will be impossible to counteract
the attack oi the bourgeoisie, if on the one hand we don’t make
the most cnercelic mass campaign for the defence of the foreign-
born _workers and on the other hand we don't make the most
determined efforts to establish a strong kernel of American
workers as the basis of our movement.

This doesn’t mean to lessen the work among the foreign-
born workcrs and among the Negro workers, on the contrary
it means the unification of the American white workers with
the Negro workers. with the forcign-born workers. upon the
issues that can draw these workers together, upon issues.upon
whlch all sections of the workers can unite, that is the issues
arising out of the capitalist offensive,

_Here we must ask the question, is it possible to draw the
native-born American workers, 1 mean, particularly the young
natnt/e-born workers, into the ranks of the revolutionary move-
ment. C

!t may appear to the comrades that this is a simple question,
yet it is a fundamental question, affecting the development of
the revolutionary ‘movement in the United States. As you know

one of the main causes for the absence of a mass revolutionary
workers movement, one of the main reasons for the historical
backwardness of American Labour, has been the division of the
working. class along lines of nationality, the American and
foreign-born, along lines of a division among whites and blacke
This division has strong roots socially and economically.

American capitalism, Yankee imperialism, as the resolution
of the C.I. upon the Negro question stated, has broken the
American workers into pieces, into castes, with the Negro work-
ers at the bottom, constituting the caste of untouchables. The
native-born workers at the time when the European proletariat
was forming its political parties, escaped wage slavery by taking
up the abundantly free land and became independent, seli-
sustained farmers. This compelled the American bourgeoisie to
import foreign labour power. The American worker felt himself
not a member of his class but a citizen of the State. With the
development of the trusts since the beginning of this century
and especially the last ten years, as a result of rationalisation,
the American workers have been sucked into industry, have
been proletarianised in large numbers.

Numerous examples can be cited of the turning of these
workers, these machine tenders, to the agitation and propaganda
of the Communist Party, For example in the tour of Comrade
Foster this has been clearly Brought out. Comrades report the
awakening of the American workers throughout the West, It
is also to be seen in the struggles of the Southern workers and
in the fact that our “Daily Worker” has increased in the course
of the last year from 15,000 to 40,000 circulation. That means
that many of the new readers are native labeur, particularly

the young generation of native-born whites, of foreign-born.

parents.

Here rises the question whether it is possible to keep the
American workers in the ranks of our Party once we have
secured them. In my opinion if there is no radical change in
the whole method of work, in the form of approach of the Party
to these workers, it well be entirely impossible to keep them
within the ranks of the Party. The Party is not only foreign
in its composition but it is also “foreign” in its methods of work.
Comrade Thédlmann spoke of the difficulties of the German
worker who may be said to have been born into the Socialis*

- movement, to understand the phrase of the “third period” b

how strange must it sound to the American worker and how
much stranger still must sound the advertisement in the
“Daily Worker” a year ago for a *“Third Period Dance“ to
celebrate the anniversary of the “Daily Worker”.

When an American worker enters the Party he is regarded
very often as a suspicious element. It is true that many work-
ers who are native-born have been used by the bourgeoisie as
spies, and this reflects itself in the uneasiness in the Party upon
the entrance of new American elements. He is very often put
on probation for a year and viewed with suspicion for another
vear and if he is able to last this period, then indeed he must
be an exceptional worker. It is not surprising that many such
workers who have been drawn into the Party in the last re-
cruitment campaign have left the ranks of the Party after a few
months. It is absolutely necessary to break -down this
clannishness of the Party which reflects itself in this fear of
the American workers who are now entering into the struggle.

The most determined fight must be made in defence of the
foreign-born workers, in the struggle for the unity of the blacks
and whites, and most serious efforts must be made to win the
American worker for this united struggle.

I wish to recall the words of Engels in his letter to Sorge
in 1890 that unless we get a basis amongst the native-born
American workers it will not be possible to build a broad mass
Party, but once we get a foothold — said Engels — the move-
ment will go forward, will go forward by leaps and bounds with
a tempo and energy characteristic of the American people.
Here the activities of the Y.C.L. in attempting to win the young
generation of native-born workers are of decisive importance.

In conclusion the reports of the Party in the last period,
the activities of the Party in the last year show that the Party
is making progress, the line has been straightened out, the
general direction in which the Party has been travelling is a
correct one. What is necessary is on the basis of the line r~
the Party to apply more energetically, more determinedly suc
experience as that of the German Party in mass work in order
to develop a'broad mass movement around the Communist Party.

)
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Comrades, since the Enlarged Presidium last February,
the econemic crisis in England has intensified to a tremendous
‘tend, and a review of figures of trade for 1930 shows a
arked drop in all the exports of the basic industries of the
country. The best comparison that can perhaps be made as
showing a marked deterioration of British capitalism is in the
figures showing the trade balance in foreign investments: in
1920, £ 128,000,000 trade balance available for foreign in-
vestments; 1930 this was reduced to & 39,000,000, and there
is no possibility and certainly no perspective in view of the
economic crisis. in England being modified to any extent. The
respective bourgeeis economists of all schools are at their wits
end as to how to deal with the crisis. For instance, in a series
of talks on the wireless Sir Josiah Stamp one night advised
the workers of England to save their money and he was
followed by Professor Keynes the next night who advised
the workers to spend more. At the same time there is a
tremendous rise in unemployment, which now amounts to three
millicns in Great Britain. And this is associated with the
. financial difficulties of British capitalism because the unemploy-
ment benefits are a tremendous drain on the national resources
of the country.

The course of the disintegration within the Empire which
has been 'a marked feature since the c¢nd of the war has
within recent times undergone a tremendous intensification. So
in Australia to-day there is a most acute political difference
both in regard to issues of domestic policy as to how to meet
the cconomic crisis and also between the Australian State
Government and the Bank of England and the financiers of the
city of London. In Canada there has been an increase in the
tariif against British goods. At the very moment when there
is a campaign going on against slave labcur in the U.S.S.R.,
the Canadian Prime Minister has decided to increase the tariiis
against British goods in order to keep these goods which were
made by British slave labour out of the Canadian market,

In South Africa there are also very sharp diiferences. All
of these differenices were more clearly aud particularly brought

~out at the recent Imperial Conference where MacDonald and

"homas hoped to be able to show how their poiicy, would heal

¢ breach with the Deminions. This conference was a dismal
railure and since last October there has been a very sharp
intensification of the differcnces between the various Dominions
and the Mother country, but particularly has the Labour
C;(n'clrmnent's policy in regard to India been seen the most
clearly, :

The Round Table Conference was a conference of the
Labour Government with all the reactionary elements inSide
India. After it liad ended, the Pact between Irwin and Ghandi
was signed which is influenced as a result of the growing
struggle in India on the part of the workers and peasants. in
order that by the influence of the National Congress and the
Gandhi leadership together with British imperialism, the rising
revolutionary  struggles of the Indian workers and . peasants
could be more effectively put down and at the same time of
drawing the Indian Nationalist movement within the orbit of
the attempts to frame a united front agzainst the Soviet Union.

And yet how short lived have been the hopes of the Irwin-
Gandhi pact. There has been a mass rising against Gandhi on
account of the Lahore executions and we see for the first time
in India tremendous manifestations against Gandhi and against
the role of the Indian National Congress, all tending to intensify
the rapid process of disintegration within the Empire itself.

. Then the British Government is meeting with increased
difficulties in Palestine, Egypt, and China, where they are
menaced by the great victories of the Soviets and the red
armies there. We have had British warships and troops sent in
order that they can assist Chang Kai-Shek against the Seviet
power and the red armies as the occasion arises.

The three power naval pact recently concluded with France
and Maly was a pact which, as Mr. Alexander, Minister of the

Admiralty, admitted on his return from Paris, was prompted"

by political motives, not with an attempt to bringing about some
formm of naval disarmament, but that it was brought about in
order to strengthen their leadership on the European continent;
‘ng this means to strengthen the anti-Soviet bloc against the
S.SR.
In spite of the increasing capitalist rivalries all over the
world. arising. out of .the crisis, of the growing armament policy

Speech of Comrade Pollitt (Great Britain).

and the rising war danger, it is clear that the central feature
today is the war danger against the Soviet Union, and England
particularly is playing a leading réle. its campaign for an
economic blockade, directed by the Churchills and Brentfords,
is aimed against the Soviet Union.

It is a campaign that is prompted by fear of the tremendous
victories which are being achieved in the Soviet Unien and
the objectives of the campaign can be clearly seen in the
following extract from the objects of the Trade Defence Union.
This is the union of Churchill and Brentford and theyv’ are
carying on a campaign for an economic blockade of Soviet
goods. They say they want to bring about a common front
at home of trade organisations and politicians. and to link up
with organisations abroad so that the nations present one front
in the economic war to the common enemy, Communism.
They launched their campaign at a meeting in Albert Hall in
London. This meeting was attended by many London com-
rades who ~were successful in being able to smash it.
Nevertheless, we must not under-estimate this Union. They
hdve behind them some of the most powerful organs of the
press. . ‘

But in this connection the réle that the Labour Party is
playing in alliance with the German Social Dcmocrats as the

“two leading factors of the II. International is a very important

and dangercus one for the working class and a careful study
of the resolutions which have been adopted at the Labour and
Socialist International since .its formation in Hamburg in 1923
will show that in every important resolution, cn the initiative
of the German and British delegates, with the support of Dan
and Abramovitch clauses have been introduced which have for
their object the framing of opinion so that when the time
comes for the open intervention, as was revealed in the recent
trial of the “Industrial Party” and in the trial of the Russian
Mensheviks, then the working class, under the leadership of
the II. International may have had their minds already prepared
for the war against the Soviet Union. .

But to see how far this policy has reached in England.
In the recent municipal elections in England, in the whole of
the St. Georges and Whitechapel arecas in London which s’
a dock arca, a big poster was displayed which had these words
“Warning to Moscow Communists”, “Hands Off London De-
mocracy”. “No slave labour and starvation wanted here” and
this was :he poster that was posted over the name of Mr. Bevin,’
the secretary of the Transport and General Workers Union.

What is the chief characteristic of the situaticn today? It
is the instability, the disintegration. the new groupings which
are taking place in the three capitalist parties. Inside the Liberal
Party you have two wecks ago Sir John Simon declaring that
the time had arrived when the Liberal Party must be prepared
to depart from its traditional policy of free trade and have an
open mind on the question of tariffs. and he was followed by
Sir Josiah Stamp who said that the time for the fiscal policy
of England undergoing a change had arrived.

This was immediately taken up by Garvin in the “Observer™
and stated to be one of the platiorms upon which it should be
pessible to form a national government in which Lloyd George
and MacDonald, Mosley, Beaverbrook and Baldwin could all
have leading positions.

Later Professor Keynes, came out with an important article
demanding a revenue tax of 10% being placed -on all
imports into Britain. '

The Liberal Party is divided as a result of the present
tactic of its leader Lloyd George. In every by-election ‘thls‘
Party is losing thousands of votes. In the last four elections
it has lost altogether over 24,000 votes and the great dis-
satisiaction inside the Liberal Party is a reflection of the
econcmic sitnation in Great Britain to-day. Inside the Con-
servative Parly yon have the open fight between the elements
grouped around Beaverbrook and Rothermere against Baldwin
and his followers. The significance of this fascist group of
Beaverbrook and Rothermere consists in the fact that they
have possession of the most popular organs of the press. not
only in London, but they control almost all of the most
important provincial papers—both the morning and evening
newspapers. In the recent by-election in St. Georges in West-
minster they put forward their candidate, Sir William Petter,
who was one of the group who founded a new Industrial Council
of Trade headed by Sir William Morris, and in a straight fight
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the Beaverbrook candidate got off 11,000 votes and the official
Baldwin man got 17,000 votes.

Inside the Labour FParty the -differences of opinion are .

manifesting themselves so rapidly that it is almost impossible
to keep pace with them. If one contrasts the strong position
that the Labour Gowrnmeut occupied in September 1929 when
it was able to impose a 6% % wage reduction in Lancashire,
when it was able to carry through the Young Plan; with the
sitnation in which the Labour Government finds itself in to-day
(and 1 will give my views later on as to why it is not thrown
out) we see what a tremendous change has taken place in
Britain during the last eighteen months. This Labour Govern-
ment has pursued one of the most callous policies of social
fascism that can be found in any capitalist country. Its wage
reducing manoeuvres have been most dastardly. They have
succeeded in reducing the wages of 500,000 cotton textile
workers, 260,000 woollen textile workers and 150,000 South
Wales coalminers. By its policy in regard to the coalfields
“{and the mining industry is still the basic question for British
capitalism) it has split the Miners Federation from one end
of the country to the other. Everyone of the 13 coal districts
is working on different agreements expiring at different times,
with different conditions and different wage rates. The nos-
sibilities of united action on the part of the miners have been
‘destroyed. by this Labour Government after generations of
struggle and suffering to build up national unity, te get national
wage scales and strike action.

By its foreign policy it has been able to carry on the pohcv

of imperialism more ruthlessly than was ever dared to be carried -
out by Lloyd George or Baldwin and it has aimed at splitting

and disorganising the ranks of the workers, but it now comes
Jorward at this moment with its demands for all-round
economy, and Snowden comes to a mecting to make a speech,
and he says: “Lenin had to call for sacrifices and retreats
in Russia in order that the revolution should consolidate itself
and that the Russian workers and peasants responded to
Lenin’s appeal. He today is in the position of Lenin and calls
upon the workers to sacrifice in order that they can save
. their country’ and this manouevre must not be misunderstood.

The Labour Government has elected a commission of
economy ‘and the terms of revision of this commission are
exacily the same ‘as the (Geddes commission which was ap-
pointed in 1922 and made tremendous slashes on the social
services that were being emoyed by the working class.

The Mosley Group. What is the xmportance of this new
group, of this new party? It consists in the fact that it is a
group of individuals who have been looked upon as the leit
‘wing, both of the LLL.P. and the Labour Party itself.

And what is their programme? Their programme calls for
a re-building of trade, particularly the export and home
industries, .to control the whole of the imports into Britain for
closer co-operation with the Dominions, for the reform of
Parliament, which they say is becoming a talkmg shop and
they want. to transform it into a workshop. and in order that
they can tackle the present situation, they call for an emergency

cabinet of five men who will have supreme power to carry

through 'the Mosley programme,

A review of their pamphlet “A National Policy” shows tlu
character- of : their objectives. "They “say the qiiestion of tife
‘u!txmate goal of society is ‘excluded by the very urgency of
the problems™ which confront us. In other ‘words, at ‘the very
moment when the issue is Commuiiism of slavery, they” go over
to: a ‘political platform which ‘means the driving down of the
workers to the lowest possible ‘level.
programme they declare: “We ‘must: not be’ afrafd of catc.h-
‘words” whether Socialism or ‘Protéction, °

Comrades,  this Mosley - group started off with’ £ 80000
which: has “'how been raised to £ 250,000 and : the
-‘are heing backed financially’ ‘bv “the group associated wi
Sir William "Morris, the' millionaire motor-car manufactuter

‘who one year-ago founded the National Council of Trade for

‘the protection of a firm foreign policy and a drive ‘for currency.
They are making a drive into the most-important trade unions
‘of the country; they are arganising mass meetings in all the
“proletarian centres- of -England and . I believe: we "have to
“formulate our appreciation of what this Mosley group stands for.
We must realise that they represent in embryo the first open
_fascist forms- of ; organisation in -Great -Britain and while it

“would be a’' mistake. to over-emphasise their. importance because-

of the fact that' by leaving the Labour Party they ‘' have
‘yndoubtedly put themselves in an uniavourable light in the

_fellowing - the

In" another . part of the

eves of thens of thousands of workers, nevertheless every
aspect of their propaganda should be carefully followed by us in
order that we can be in a position to expose this group as the
first form of fascist organisation whose programme is the most
complete exposure of reactionary driving down of the workers
at home and abroad that we have yet seen.

The LL.P., the sham “Lefts”, understand very ‘well the
growing mood of disillusionment which is now widespread
among the working class and they are coming forward at
every opportunity with their programme and their policy
couched in revolutionary phraseology in order that they may
divide the workers and lead them along illusory paths away
from actual struggle. Since then they were active in the
recent strike in Lancashire; they brought forward a programme
in which they advocated the control of the cotton industry from
the plantation to the finished products . They organised a so-
called rank and file deputation to go to the House of Parliament
from Lancashire. They introduced a motion in Parliament to
enact emergency legislation to deal with the crisis in cotton
industry. They knew that this motion would never be discussed,
but they were anxious to deceive the workers. But they never
mention anything about mass work to fight for relief for the
strikers.

The General Council of the Trade Union Congress is also
new .changes which are taking place in the
British working class and on two important questions has
recently made an important gesture which has for its objective
the heading off and deception of the leftward movings of the
militant British workers. First on the question of unemployment
insurance, when the Government appointed a commission whose
objective is to cut down the unemployment insurance, the
General Council of ‘the Trade Union Congress made a protest
and had instructed all the affiliated trade unions to refuse to
give evidence before this commission because it considered the
terms of reference uusatisfactory.

The second question was on the trade union bill that was
introduced by the Labour Govermment. It made its protest
when the Labour Government was prepared to-accept the terms
for the Liberal Party. The General Council gave the instruction
that the trade union bill must be withdrawn rathér than an
agreement should be registered for the Liberal-Labour agreement
on this trade union bill. But they protested at the fact th
under the Trade Union Bill all sirikes for political objective.
were illegal.

When the Labour Party fought a by-election in Bristol
and their candidate was the very man who introduced this
Bill into the House of Commons. he admitted in the House of
Commons that if this Bill was passed then the General ‘Strike
as in 1926 would be illegal.

These attempts of the General Council are an attempt to
retain their influence over the best organised militant workers.
In a recent speech Bevin made it clear that they are trying to
deceive the workers that they—the trade union leaders—have 4
more radical policy than the Labour Party and they are pro-
testing -against the policy of this government, and we have to
more systematically and simply expose the rdle of the General
Council of the Trade Union Congress, not to under-estimate jts
influence. It is.a .very important thing, and Comrade ‘Manuilsky
in his report referred to the way in which the Social Democrats
in control. of the apparatus throughout the Labour Government
are able to influence the workers. This is true, but in ne
country more than in England because of the system of social
services, most of which are paid through the medium of the
trade union movement, .

- - We have got there a- s:tuatwn where the lower strata of
officials. in- the railways, transport, distribution workers, are
able to increase their weekly wages by £ 1.0.0 of 25/— a week,
as a result of the commission they receive as secretaries oi the
union branches, and many workers will tell you that they
prefer. to interview . the boss of the factory - than the trade
union secretary,. because they .are "afraid of putting him te-
any inconvenience. - And they exert a tremendous influence as
is seen.jn South Wales where, though every delegate to the
Congress ‘was mandated to strike action, the bureaucracy: felt
themselves so strong that they refused to put the resolutxon ior
strike action. ‘
. When strikes are called against 'thelr wishes, they head th~
strikes. as ‘they headed  the Scottish strike, the Lancashi.
strike, ‘the "South Wales strike. theéy ‘place - themselveés at the .

‘head of the strike movement and every minute they are come
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sidering how to.deceive the workers by their collaboration with

‘the Government by coming forward with fermulations for the

basis of an agreement which are so complicated that the
masses don’t understand them until they get their wages the
following. week at the pay office, and find out how cruelly
ey have been betrayed. This tremendous influence of the
oureaucracy is still something we have to be constantly
struggling against. It think some of the points brought out in
Comrade Thalmann’s speech should be especially noted by our
Party. particularty where he referred to the necessity of the
comrades penetrating among the social democratic workers .in
order to be able to win them away from the influence of their
leaders and into the ranks of our Party. For us this is an
;mportant question, but I know that in England the attitude
of .nine members .out of every ten.in our Party to a new
worker and . parficularly to an LL.P. worker is that if they
are not prepared {o swallow the whole 21 points of the .Com-
munist International programme they are social fascists.

- The trouble is ‘that our comrades do not diiferentiate
between the workers "in the LL.P. and their leaders and
because of this we ‘build up a great barrier between vurselves
and the workers who are still in the other parties. H we loock
at some of our factory papers we see a tendency to use
language which-indicates-a sectarian attitude instcad of agitating
among the workers -in the LL.P. where there is a' tremendous
ferment in progress:--In Glasgow recenily in the ranks of the
LL.P. there was a demand, for disaifiliation from the Eabour
Party. - What does this - show? - It shows that there 'is  a
‘growing dissatisfaction inside the rank and file with the Labour
Government. - These  workers -are trying to find some new
way out and if we could only get into contact with them:on
-the. basis of their immediate daily struggles- we would surely
be able to-win them: over to our Party. :

Now a few words- with regard to the present capitalist
offensive and the lessons to be drawn for our Party. [ think the
big thing in England .is that in spite of the fact that the workers’
ranks have bheen spht, they are waging an .iron resistance to
the capitalist attempts to reduce their wages -and ‘worsen . their
conditions all around.. Wge 'see that the capitalists: are unable
to carry through, the fulb-extent of the demands that they are
putting. forward-at the present time. For instance, the “Economist”

as - strongly profested against the fact that the railwavmen's
«ward does not -solve the: problem:of the .railways . and . that
this 24% cut does not fill the bill, and does not .answer. the
financial and economic nceds of the budget.  They are protesting
‘that they, are uhable to carry through their full. programme of
wage cuts. Why? Because of the militancy of the workers,
because of their, unity in actual struggle in spite of the dis-
organisation and splifting that has taken place. ~To-day we
bave a big strike wave in England which has not been headed
by the Party and by the Mmontv Movement, - There ‘have
beeri more lockouts -and strikes in Britain than in any other
country. In Etigland the strategy today is ‘not to divide ‘section
against section; but to- divide section within section, to” divide
the skilled workers from - the uiiskilled “and. the aim’ of “the

.employers is that’ the least wage: eut should pre\""uf for those

workers who are in the key positions of industry. For fustance,
the rmlway companies' ccild not carry through ‘their ‘attack
if it were hot for-the fact that the epgzine driv ers and irre_men

SWeres given- more' favourable conditions' than “the othérs,

What is new in “this sitwation? - The new -Wwave of strikes
takes place at- this' period, which is a period of great im-

‘employment; when the workers go on “strike witlt ‘no féar that

the ‘army - of unemploved ‘wounld take: theéir ‘jobs, “that ts oune
of the big achievements of the National Unémployed Movement,

‘and thhe movement c¢an take to.its credit; .the fact .that'since
sthe end -of -thewwar there has baen no smale mstamc % Lmze

scale blacklegginge .

In all. these %trugz}ew in whsch our: Party }ras acmehr
-participated: it has had a: tfemendous imiluence.! Iu ‘Bradiord
the oificials of the unions:of the employers said that it was the
influcnce. of our’ Party: that caused - the result of ‘the: ballot to
accept the terms.: In: Burnley :and Nelson ‘m the weavers-iockout
24—¥ against ‘megotiations: 21 —1- agamst negotiatieis, - the direct

sresult.of the -propaganda’ influence and thebwork -carried on by
but: we: are not able: to ~develop: the. independent

our. 'Party,
forms of struggle, the independent forms of leadership.. so:that
we are not in_aposition, to be :able to give the. call—strike:on—,
#¢ are:not able to: get the lead of the sirike movement.. The
reformists; are ..able, con’ the, whole, to. call the, workers. out

.amd call the strikes oif, and the,mmcs reopened,.:Whatdndications

are there that there is a ferment inside the ranks of the
working class movement in England?
- Henderson. the Foreign Secretary, and Greenwood tnc
Minister of Health, came to Manchester, an important industrial
centre. They spoke in a hall which holds 3500 people, only
400 workers came and of these 200 came from us to disrupt the
meeting,

- In the Whitechapel by-election every cabinet minister that
went to speak for tihe labour candldate didn’t get a hearing.
Lansbury was in tears asking, “what he had done”. Tillett
said: “Is this what I have given my life for?” This is an im-
portant ‘ndication of the growing feeling of opposition that is
taking place at the present time. We see among the railwaymen,
where the power of Thomas is still strong, we see in the im=
portant districts of the railways. London, Manchester, Glaszow,
resolutions: demanding strike action against the wage reductions.’
We see in South Wales last month 747 miners demand strike
action and they only lost by a narrow margin of votes; they
were beaten by 787 against 747 ‘for strike action.

This is a widespread mocd of - disillusionment, seen fm"
instance in the whole ef the Labour Government vote. Ia
the 11 by-elections -the Labour Governmenti' has lost 70,000
votes. - But- comrades what comes out of this, that in this
situation of the strike actions of the workers en this wave of
disillusionment and. disgust, why doesn’t our Party grow.  When'
Comrade  Manuilsky puis the question—why in spite of the
betravals of Sccial Demecracy don’t the workers cone to our
Party, this is the basic question for our Party.

;  Comrade Thialmann yesterday made one or two mnts
which I consider are of special importance in this connection

and I would like to say one or two things about them. How

did be put the ieeling -of certain German workers towards the:
Briining Government? They look upon it as the lesser, of
two. evils and this is also true of the workers in England, The
process of disintegration in the Labour Party is not a sieady one.
. Take for example the by-election ir Pontypridd. There
are - five -thousand unemployed workers here. The Labour
Party entered that election and it is the .only fight since 1929
where they have only lost 158 votes. When I .saw the figures
I could not believe that it was so. In.every other by-election
they had lost from-two to five thousand votes. And this is.a
district - where the railwaymen, apx -minecs -are having their
wages atfacked, and  the .unemployed, are threatened with the
foss of their  unemployment benefits, all through the in=

strumentality of the Labour Govermmemt, and they have only

158 votes less than in 1929. In this by-election enly 110 .workers
wrote Cominunism on. their banot It is true our Party is:very
weak here, but I think our wvote was so swmall because the
workers thought -that the Labour. Government was the- lesser
of .fhie twp evils, just as up till 1906 the -workers voting for
the Liberal Party as the lesser of the two evils. We  have
not  been able. to break through. this. tradition... One of -our
greatest obstacles fs the fact that thousands of workers stilt see.
a difterence between: economic .and political struggles.  They.
will fizht and strike against the same labour leaders that théy
will, vaote for.at the elections. In England to-day.in spite of
the role of the Labour Government there are-still hundreds. .of
thousands of workers who look -upon it as a lesser.evil than
the Bak{wm govermment, . We collected £ 370.. irom the
workers in one of the poorest areas in the East End of London,
and shH we ‘only gzot 2000 votes in that election. ‘The workers
said: “We believe that. vou are .right, but what chance has one
nman_in- parliament? Do not ask us to- waste ‘our vote by
yoting Communist.”

. . Another . guestion rarsed by. Comrade 'Tham’mnn was- the’
guestion that in Germany there is amongst large: sectiofs ‘of
Secial Demecrats. the fear of splitting their Party; this is: also
another. .one of the problems .that we. meet with in’ England.
What is. the reason.that .Mosley has not been ‘able to. get the'
support that he thought he .would get? :First, that the workers
thought, that, e was splitting ‘the Party. 4 he had staved inside
the Labour Partyto fight then lie-would have had more chances,
but. immediately  he steps -out - of “the . Labour ' Party -into ' thé
country .-to. fight the Labour Party from . the . éutside:  then'
Mosley has got. to face a tremerdons -amount of hostility -frem:
those who are jn-ihe rainks. of the: Labour. Movement, and this'
fear of splitfing, is a ‘tremendous. thing and our job. s to shaw
‘that only our Party is-the: Party . that. fights, against. splits,’ that
only our. Party ‘can lead the workers. in strugele, and udide’
these ranks Whth have, be"n drsor\g'lmsed‘- y"thev Labom'
Party, . .. oht Ll PR R 1Y
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It would be silly to.argue that these aré the chief reasons
“that our Party does not grow, the reason for our ‘slow
development does’ not only lie in this factor. We aré still
ba sect. The bulk of our comirades are not yet convinced in

“their individual work for the Party line in the factories ‘and -

‘mines, that they are organisers and leaders for our Party, we
are failing to break new ground, to seek new circles of workers,
“40 be dble to bring the workers into our Party,
'. Two weeks  ago of the leading comrades reported. He
_.Came from the  Bradford district, 'he was reporting on’ ‘the
" pumber of. workers who, left ‘our Party in Bradford and he said
_we had a o\(,ncwm .when some of thc%e workere. joined, onr
Party as to how long they Wwould remain in. “And, comrades,
_this comrade was only saying openlv what many ni oiir. com=-
rades say all ovcr the country. not how we  are gmnz tn
utrhse them,” but
ous’in “one. tw

'thc Party doe:nt zrow, becaiise there s no

attempt to ‘bring in the new’ masses and draw theni 1nto work

d activity for the Party,’

., Bo 1mbr0Vement" Comrade Manuilsky’s criticisms ,of the Party
are correct and T think; that he let us down lightly. I.think
t};at it is true ‘to state  that ,whilst. the Party. is net playing a

ading role it has made a big improvement in its influence.
In all of thé recent economic struggles the Party has played
a leading part and in South Wales in my opinion the strike

Can': ithe Party say ﬂrat there is no, change that . ﬂrere is

action at Lewypni that was recently cartied out inderionr léader=:

ship was one of the most 1mportant events whrch have taken
LA AT R

“the Ruhr striggle and asked was it an advance or defeat, I
.want to assurg; Comrade Thilmann. that in_January when we
’were working, in South Wales, the effect of the strike call that

_ ‘was issued by ‘our German comrades and the response that it

received had, an enormous .eifect. to the struggle in Sonth
/ales ‘and at every meeting that we addressed and were able

to show that our Party in Germany was able to call a strike of

cminers - it had a  tremendous efiect on the bouth Walcs miners
ir the carrying on of the struggle.

« But our, We'rgmess consists in that we are niot able to get

ihe decisive role im the strike,. biit that the jnfluence of the
‘Party 1S growing is undoubted, and 1 ‘consider the fact “that

fwe have stobped the decline, in, our Party and that”" we have
“now ade’ a’ slight upward turn rs the most srgmﬁcant thmg
that we 'can récord.’

e We have “madé since last November 200 new “membérs.
We have 48" factory papers with a circulation of 17, 000, we
“have increased the circulation’'of our “Daily Worker” by 1,000
“a day smce November although our crrcnhtron lS strll only

10,000

“of the Charter Pamphlet have been sold all over qutam

(e

, ment in’ the Situation, and by making a real eifort:-we shall" be

10 us ‘indtead  of ‘to” the “Daily- Herald”, and an important
“‘district committee of the London Electrical Workers has- placed
an ‘advert in our paper in-connection with a strrkc meéting.
«This is ‘a little-thing, but it-is indicative of th¢ growing inflitence
~of ' our: Party in: this: union. . In the :last eighieen : months-'we
eollected from - the! workers more money for .our paper andtour

. general activities. than in the previous ten years put together. .
.. We were able to :organise a..national conference of the League

Agamst lmpenalrsm which was attended by over 200 delegates
..drom all over. Britain, .
had 161 delegates in attendance

Qur Charter Campargn with all its- weaknesses and short-
. ¢omings. has, since -last ‘September.. brought our -Party,
closer contact with the masses than ever before.. Our activities
in- connection, ‘with, the Charter campaign have done much to
break through the isolation of the Party. Our usual, circulation
" for Party pamphlets is about five thousand, hut 110,000 copies
In
addmon twenly thousand copies of our Parfy  manifesté’ have
bu.n $old 'in the last two months. While “these are ‘all small
achievemems T 'mention them to show that there is‘an improve-

“able to transforin this Slihgt improvement into a real turn, What
.are thé weaknesses of the Party? - First, our isolation and the
“'danger, . of our. isolation from the Leftward -moving masses,
mrtrcularly our isolation from the unions. In the recent Sonth

ales; Conference where .717 votes were cast for strike -action, .
Secondly,. our  colonial .

!m:» only had. .three. comrades there, .

The. national. conference, of the FO,SR

into

“fascism and . the -growing war danger.’
“movement could be ‘best. organised around the déemands and'the
'programme of the Workers’ Charter which we look upon’as
‘being the means through which’ we' will ‘build up our coritact

—

~work in-times of revolutionary ferment, particularly during :the

Indian events. -Last: spring our propaganda work :was' good,
but' our ‘practical ‘work was espially weak. Thirdly, absence
of the revolutionary conviction and understanding of the political
but -our practical work was especially weak. Thirdly, absence
of .a powerful revolutionary trade union opposition and th
lack of revolutionary work in the trade unions. Fifthly, nationa.
insularity and weak -internationalism as. seen in our attitude
towards international resolutions,-and: in this case I am thinking
particularly - of the R.LL.U. resolutions .of the last Congress.
Sixthly, sectarianism and passivity, - inflexibility and lack of
manoeuvring, particularly in strike situations.

One or two organisational factors in regard:.to our Party,

~‘The- Party has 2711 members, 30 % -of these are-in the
main industries, 65 % are in the trade -umions; 53 % are una
emp!oved ‘only 25%  are in‘the ‘MM.. ‘We have 32 factery

ells witha’ membershrp of -843. Since-the’ Presidium there is
a marked advance’ in our Party educ¢ation,' there ~have been
11 district. schools organised. and 72 study circles and in the

study: circles 597. Party members. are. attendmg and 192 nons

Party members;
We. believe. the British Delegatron on .its return wrll set up

,the followmg as the .most important. immediate tasks of the
. Farty: to lead the, economic..struggles of the workers .and to

win the leadership of the working :class. To achieve this - the
Party must intensify its work on the basis of broad united-
front activities from below, linking up the daily -struggles with"

"the - general ‘aims of ‘the .working .class and advancing pelitica)
slogans correspondmg to the change in the situation, and upon -

the basis. of the capitalist . offensive .against the WOrkmg classy
orgamse activities against the growrng tendencies towards
‘AWe believe that thig

with the masses in Britain, and through which we shall build

- a.aass: revolutionary: strade . union oppositien; 'the nucleus of

which .we. have-to-day in' the Minority ‘Movement. - We belicve

“that.a sharp.turnsmust be made in.our: work in the reformist

. of . the. Indian masses.

unions, and-we must: link .up this work with. fzotory educationi

& On }}re basis: of the line of class against class we must increase

our activities for. the solidarity in the -revolutionary. strugéle
We must build: up- the: League Againsy
Imperialism, and by systematrc and planned campaigns for~the -
Party and the “Daily . Worker”, especially- in those strike areas

. ‘Where. the Party has.been active, expesé the role of the social

.fascists, especially. their betrayal of the workers’ struggles. and

their policy against. the U.S.S.R.. We must .also- carry on -the

fight against the war danger and.intervention. Also we cons
srder that our Central Commrttee discussion a month ago shows

. that 'we have started to make up our shortcomings. in regard

Lo work amongst - th h.
" Some' ‘trade ‘union branches  afe now’ sendmg recolubrons £ ¢ yout

1 do not. thmk any section of the Internatronal can- be-

“proud. of.its work,in.the Y.C.L.-

- fault. lies with the Parties.

At the-same time it would be wrong to say that all ‘the
1 think if an analysis weré made

of the .various. ‘publications of -the Young 'Communist Inter-

Y.CL.
“runderstand. They ‘speak in a language which’' T myself manytimes
find exceptionally 'difficult to- follow, aid bec¢ause of this they

national, -they would ibe found -to be written in a languagc that

_even old Bolsheviks :would find drffrcult to understand never

wind young workers.

" Perhaps it-is diffeéreiit in other countries, but in England the
‘speaks ‘in’ a' langudge that the 'young workers do ‘hot

fail, to:attract- the thousands and thousands ot young workerS'
into their ranks.

But the bourgeois agents manage to do it and we have
got to learn very mich from their- methods, the Boy Scout
movement, the Y.M.C.A., Girl Guides, the Social  clubs in
various working class, centres attracting hundreds of thousands

of. young men and women and they do, it in order to preserve

their capitalist 1deolozy over them, and if they can do it . we
can do it with the message that ,we have to deliver to the
nasses of yoting ‘nieniand women.- We have comrades in the
movement who can write national decisions and resolutiohs in

- a much. easier: and popular: style than of necessity have to

be framed. in:plenums. - We: can ‘make -our drive :in various
forms, we can greatly utilise the sports movement, our: ex
perience .has proved. where . with . a new orientation to this
work, we.now have a,sports ‘movement with 7,000 members,
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~ but our comrades still . do not realise that it is their job to

i,personally ‘work, to. personally recruit new members.

By . this
new form and this new approach we can win thousands of
workers to our ranks.

Our appeal to the Young Commumst League must be the
appeal to the youth -of the country and must be made an appeal
on the broadest basis, and we must also utilise the achieve-
ments of-what has taken place in the Soviet Union and would
attract hundreds of thousands of young workers.  We must
regard the Y.C.L. not as a hmdrance, but as a necessary pre-

~-requisite- to our :work.

Finally, we believe that the next task ‘before the Party is

‘to raise before the entire Party: the urgent necessity of the

. struggle against the special. forms:of British sectarianism and

a real turn to mass work, and the development of new cadres,
the revolittionary of our: methods of prapaganda and agitation
and then ‘on the: basis .of the whole struggle linking thls to .our

» revolutionary -aims. and -revolutionary way out..

Etightenment eamipaign ‘of- thie. line- of ' class agamst c]ass

- and for the 5th cengress decisions ‘of the R.LL.U. for collectxve

. the expense -of the -working class, :

~work and activity of the entire Party membership;.
One final word in.regard to the-task'against- Ofppértunist ’

passivitywhich in-asseciated with the-name of -Comrade Horher.
- Semrade Hmner as a lead:m@ eomra;de i our Parly and

Speech of Cemrade Platnrtzky. '

1 Work Among the Unemployed.

Comnades, I want to deal with three questions:
estion of unemployment i. e., the unemployment movement;
2) the extent to which we have strengthened our positions.in the

: ‘iactones and (3) the fluctuation in membership and the reasons

tdor it..

As a conseq:uegnce of camtalrst rationalisation carrled out. at
structural unemployment was
already rife in the.principal capitalist countries in:1928 and 1929
when the boom. was still at its height. But when the world
€conomic crisis broke out, unemployment reached unprrecedented
dimensions.

All the hopes of: the bourgeors and Social Democramc econo- .

mists -that there 'would be a-$easonal improvement and that
unemployment ‘would diminish in the spring of 1931 proved vain.
©On the eontrary, after a slight-drop-in the number of unemployed

i the beginning of the Spring, unemployment is- now' greater .
“#n some eountries than it was in" January 1931

Hence, unem-
ployment at the present time-is wot ‘a passing phenomenon, and

~“for that reason-the Communist Parties, the red trade unions and

.ary 25-in almost all .the countries; except Germany;

the - trade-union- oppositions must work ‘energetically among the
unemployed. This has not been done up till now in spite of the
fact that.the number of unemployed is from three to four times
greater this year than last year..  The demonstrations: on’ Februs
- £zecho-
slovakia, Poland, and Austria; were-worse than last year. . This
was stated by Comrade Manuilsky .in his report, :and the coms=

rades who_have. spoken up te the present have not refuted it .
: The chief of

'them. I think, are as follows: the abstractness of our-agitational .-
.slogans, -the absence of bread.unemployed organisations, while

. Wihat is,the reason?: ‘There. are many reasons.

those organisations which exist were chiefly. occupied with .the
organisation. of demonstrations.. . Wark. .among . the, .unemployed
was not -of a concrete nature. which -could erganise: the unem-=

rloyexd amd attach, them -to:.the Communist. Partlea for a: louz,
ime

I will try to prove this,
‘Abstract Slogans. [' .

Take the slogans of somie¢ of the Parties. Here aré hhe
slogans of the' Communist Party ‘of America: *Work ‘or wages,"
I must say that if I were unemployed and in ‘America, T pmbhbly
should not have understood this slogan, = '

(Comrade Lozovsky. An.d «id. you urnrderstand it in Mosww?
(Laughter).

In Moscow! I know that if a worker in  the USS.R
unemployed. he recewes unemployment pay. I kmyw this very

- well.

- :But :this: is' not all Look/ atzthe secomd slogan ”Don’t
starve — fight,”

(1). 'ihe :

_only. on the unemployed guestion.

7§ think: that-few people wish to starve, even in '

in the International, has recently been the subject of an acute
discussion in our Party. Comrade Horner’s line was the line
of passivity, the line of lack of faith in the masses, and the
line of lack of faith in independent leadership. Comrade
Horner does not believe in the new line of the Communist
International; he does .not believe in the line of the Party.
And inside our Party we have had a bitter struggle as a
result of this fight against Horner, but what. he stood for is
not something that is peculiar to Comrade Horner, it is deeply.
rooted in the Party. Throughout the Party there are tendencies
of trade union legalism, passivity, over-estimation of the
influence of the trade union bureaucracy. Our fight against
Horner has done more in South Wales  to bring about the
splendid fight of the independént struggles led by the miners
of the Rhondda Valley, and we now have to understand ‘this
slruggle and the means of extending it to a wider stage. ' '
1 am confident that'as a result of the’ work of this Plenum, as

_a result of the achievements of the Soviet Union, we shall be

able o convince every Party member of the need for persoual
activity and work on the basis of carrying forward the Tine
and really endeavouring to lead the big eéconomic struggles that

~are’ pending. 1 believe that this small “turn in. -work.  js- the

beginning of a big develop-nent in our Party and that we “are
‘going forward to big successes asa result’of the big experiéifces
and the obstacles whxch we have had to face in" the last nenod.

'
[

Avmerlca It is true that they can nnprove tlreur srbualmn by

~highting eollect:wely, bult there is no need to- be ‘niggardly w1th
words.

The - third slogan: "Flght for the seven-hour day and ‘the
'ﬁve-day week” was nght But there was not the addition’ —
”without reduced wages“. In what wdy does the last part of
thus slogan Jiffer from reformist slogans? In Ameru.a particu-
larly this slogan was dangerous. Why K ‘was it dangerous?
Because in Amerita there are many groups even among the
bourgeoisie who say: Let the workers work two or three days
a week, so as to give the unemployed a iob. Would the bourz,e-

., Oisie lose anything from this? No! They, would only"'gain. Every

two of ‘three days in the wéek i new worker would be at werk,
efficiency  woiild ‘increas€ two. or three times and wages wquld

. temain as before, that is, only for, two or three days work, This

would be an actual worsening of the condjtions of the working
class, reducing it to pauperism. OQur Party issued the proper
slogan:, "Fight for the seven-hour day“ and then added: .’the
five-day week“; how are the workers to know. that if the
Communist Party proposes a five-day week, ‘they must reject
the three-day week. This is of gerat importance for America,

The fourth slogan: At the Plenum in November, Comrade

‘“klelllﬂ at a session of the: C.C. of the ‘Party illustrated how,.the

electuon campaign was. carried on:by the Party agitators. ' He.
said; ”Ouwr . candidates - are recommended .to. the - workers: as
follows: . The chief question is: social insurance.. It is true this
law .can only. be. carried out under the dictatorship of the. Drole-
tarrat but pevertheless we want the workers to vote for us.*

“1-do ‘net know what' comrades in America mean by social
insuratice. In all probability, only under: the dictatorship of the

- proletariat will it be’ possible to ‘carry out insurance which ‘will
" be exchisively at the experise of the employers without payments

by the workers, and the workers will receive fitlll wages during
illness. disablement. etc. Thisis correct, of course. But some
kind: of insurance can be introduced under the bourgeois systems.
In Francé recently; a system of insurance was introduced which
was so bad that the ‘workers went on strike agalnst l’f but lt was
insurance.

Unlorbunatelv such abstract slogans were il evrdence not
Comrade Foster at the same
Plenum stated that..during the miners’, strlkcs which took plaue
recently there were such slogans as, ’a labolur and farmers’
‘government’, 'nationalisation .of the mines’, and nothing about
the immediate demands of the striking workers.” It is hardly
likely that the Party can lead strikes with such slogans,

“The qirestion -of - charity ‘in' America: ‘plays a- great role,

- because: ‘there ‘is no insurance- in- America ,and “assistance is

chiefly received from-charity. I have- examined :all: the slogans
anid have not foundone either for or against chiariable assistances
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and -in the agitation they blankly oppese charity, which cannot
attract -to the C.P.U.S.A. those destitute unemployed who -are
compelled to appeal to philathropic societies for- bread, rotten
coffee’ and help for their children.

Passing on. to the Communist Party of Gre'lt Brltam, the
slogans for February 25th were: “Workers and Uunemployed,
Organise.” - This slogan seems to be right. In my opinion they
wanted to say something else: “Workers and Unemployed, Fight
Together.” But as this was not explained, to slogan was
abstract. :

The second slogan “More Relief for the Unemployed “You
canriot ask for “mare” in this way.

You have to say how much for each category. As far as I
know. in England things are different from those in Germany.
In Eiigland everyone receives the same rates independently of
his ‘qualifications or wages, Perhaps: 1 am wrong.

. {Comrade Remmele: The unemployed in Germany are
dwtded into several categories.)

. Yes, in Germany. things are quite dlﬁerent
the dole is paid according to the size ot the wages.

In Germany the workers pay and they receive according to
their wages. But in England, as far as I know;, men without
a fanuly receive 17/—, for their w1fe they get- 9/—— and for
every child -they receive 2/—.

. (Comrade Arnot:. We demand more.)

" Very “well, ‘more, say 5/— for each child instead. of 2/—.
You should have said concretely how many shillings  more.
“More” can mean anything. “More” mlght be three’ tunes more
than full wages. That would also be “more”.

The third slogan: “Repudiate the War Debts. Tlns is a
fine thing, of course, if it had been linked up with, let us say,
such demands as: Let the workers refuse to pay dues to the
insurance fund, extend insurance to railroad workers, office
workers and agricuttural -~ workers, and take the money from
those sums which yow will not pay on the war ‘debts. But the
bare slogah “Repudiate War Debts” does not ‘add’ anything
from the point of view of influence on the masses. ;

There is another abstract slogan. At first [ crossed it out,
but after Comrade Pollitt’s speech I think that.it. can:be included
among the abstract.slogans which.are incomprehensible for the
masses. After Snowden’s speech on the necessity of reducing
the unemployed ‘dole, our Party put forward tuec slogan:
+Workers, Fight Against the Goverument af Starvation and
Slaver_v.“ If they had added: in India, Egypt, etc., maybe the
workers would have understood. But Comrade’ Pollltt yesterday
argued for a lor‘g time to prove that many workers still consider
the “Labour” Government to be the best they could have
under the present conditions.

v lf the English comrades come to' the English workers™at the
present time with this slogan of .the Government of Starvation
and Slavery”, it seems to me. that they wilt not be widerstood.
The English workers are not starving to:the same extent as
the Indian workers. Obviously, we must . give such slogans as
will.-draw in. the workers, mebilise them {for the struggle, so
that they will understand them, so that these slogans will
attach them to our Party

“T'pass on to the slogans of the Communist Parts of, ueclm-
slovakla Their fust slogan was .Bread, Work, and Al Ppwel
to the Workers” (Laughter). What is wtong, here') Of course
everything is right. But can you ‘attract the workers with it?
In am convinced that it was not by this slogan. that the Party
achieved its successes among the unemployed. “Orgamse the
Proletarian counféf-attdck in town and village. How is the
counter-attack to be orgatised? By demonstratlons, strlkes or
by something else? ; i Dopeeahestd

Before the fascist demoustratlons in Prague‘ he followmg
slogan was put forward: “Long Live the.International Solidarity
of the Toiling People in Town and Village?"

I must say that I have examined all the slogans. of the

P. of Germany on the question of the .election campaign
and the unemployment campaign. All the slogans. were undoub-
tedly correct. Only during the metal. workers’ strikepl found
one slogan which seems to me to be not quite coneut There
was a slogan: .Kick Briining’s Social ‘Democrats’outof ; the
Strike Committees:” This .was duripg_a; strike. - The  tactics
‘of the united front from laele)wt demand that ‘the.social :demaratic
workers be brought into the stgike committeés; hut of. course,
-tot in such numbers as.would put, them.in_the. majority: However,

In Germany

such a slogan could be interpreted to mean ‘that we miust not
elect social democrats to, but throw them out of the strike
committees. - I think this. slogan. was wrong.

(Comrade Remmele: This slogan was wrong)

Take the slogans for February 25, 1931, printed. in the
manifesto of the Communist Party of France The first was
“Against Reactionary Oppression”, the second “Against Fascist
Preparations”, the third .Organise by Sending Masses of
Unemployed Workers into the C.G. T.U., by the Best of Them
Joining the C.P.F.” How? The unemployed, apparently, will
themselves choose which of them are the best, so as to attract

them to the Party. The fourth slogan was: ..Employed Workers,

United, Elect your Delegates, Present Your Demands to the
Employers. Quit Work -to Support Your Delegates, Demonstrate
in the Factories and Strike under. the Slogan: “Not One Centime
Reduction.in Wages!” Can we present to all- factories and all
the unemployed such a slogan as “Elect Delegates and Present
Demands”? Can we? In my opinion we cannot. This is, an
abstract slogan absolutely not adapted to the situation. But
this slogan is.also répeated in the manifesto of the C.G.T,U.
on February 25th. An addition is made to the last slogan which
I read: .Organise Demonstratmns near fhe Factory Gates and
the ‘Factories Together with the Unemploved. Committees of
the Unemployed, Organise. Street Demonstrations on February
25th.” You would think that they had not enough paper. They
ai)pea‘li to the employed with the same slogans as to the unetj=
ploye ‘

Slogans are the |deologlcal side of the work among the.
unemployed. The slogans-of the Party make. it -possible . to
agitate for it, to penetrate among the masses. Slogans differ
from other forms of agitation because ‘they are short;-but they
must be so clear .that everyone who - receives them will unders
stand them. From the point of. view of the ideological prepa-
ration- of the unemployed campaign, there- were many-failures
in many Communist Parties. Evidently the method of ag1tat10n
will have to be changed here. :

1 have given anly a few of the slogans’ 1s<ued by five legal
Parties.: “In ‘other Sections ‘of the C.I, the slogans were often
just as abstract. Such abstract slogans cannot attract the broad
masses ‘of the unemploycd to our side.

The Need for 'Various Methode of Work Among
the Unemnleyed

1 wxll pass on to another -question, the ‘question .of: whether
we-can work among the unemployed in general, among all the
unemployed .in-all countries.. There would be no harm in working
amoug. ail- the unemployed if- we have - the -forces. and ‘'the
necessary. appatatus, and if :we can take them.all in, . But we
&an see and we-all know that our:Parties do not'possess.all these
factors.: - FTherefore,. in .my:;opinion, -we miist differentiate the
work among the.unemployed. . There.are unemployed who. are
badly provided for and-there-are wmemployed: who are more of
less well prowded for. L:will try to show this by figures. .

“According to offitia ﬁgures in’ Germany. on January lst
1931 there were 4,357,000 iinemployed.” These are official figures,
the numbet was really 'greédtef, Out of theém, 2,155,080 unem-
ployed men.and . women' recelvéd “the unemp‘loymeut ‘dolé.
667,000 ‘received the crisis, dol¢’ (the crisis dole is’ considerably
smaller tlion tlie “usual” unemploymcnt dole). " 1,535,000 ‘itnén-
ployed were tompelled ‘to apply for charity, Even the bourgedis
papers state that over 700:000° of them did not receive any dole
at all. In“Poland and Czechoslovakla a very mmgmflcant nume-
ber® of unemploved teceive ninemployment pay.  Even in Eng-
land thére are many Sections, stich ds “railfoadmeii and: agri-
clltiral workers, who 'do not receive the dale.  In ‘England there
are 300,000 to"400,000 ‘uneritployed wlo for vanou% reasons, lmve
been removed from" the hsts oi those due to recewe the uuem-

‘ploymeut dole

. Would it not be better for us. to try to orgamse tlmse un-
employed who. are. .waorse .off, .although .they are.much more
difficult te.organise? ,For;jn‘stance;, take. Germany, 1 you can
organise .these people-on the:labaur exchange .who. receive the
dole;.and. even, those. wlio are.compelled. to. apply: for charity: to
the municipality (they..can be..organised), it ‘is nevertheless

-ehtremely difficult, to.-organise .the people who. do- not -receive
anything: in either, of these plages..
and .captured,.and a special apparatus.is necessary o, this, &

.They.have .to be sought:for
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But on the other hand, if this category of unemployed were
organised, something has been done for them already of course,
the Communist Parties could penetrate deeply among the un-
employed proletariat, deeply among these masses. Therefore,
I think that maybe we should raise the question of the diffe-
rentiation of work among the unemployed, owing.to the fact that
the Communist Parties have not sufficient forces to work

everywhere among the unemployed, because up to the present-

we have on our side maybe 5% of all the unemployed, even
according to the most optimistic statistics of the Parties them-
selves.

Good and Bad Work Among the Unemployed.

Now I wish to give two examples which show what
successes can be attained when we work among the unemployed,
and how the Communist Parties lose influence among the un-
employed, and also among the employed if they work badly or
not ‘at all.

The first example is from Czechoslovakia. T think that I
need not deal in great detail with the work of the C.P.Cz. among
the unemployed. Comrade Gottwald yesterday spoke of this
in detail, but nevertheless I wish to give some figures about
their work. During the course of two weeks — in January and
the beginning of February — the C.P.Cz. organised and carried
on in 13 districts a total of 255 demonstrations and meetings with
about 68.000 participants. Not all the districts have yet given
information about this campaign. In all districts (not enly
.during these two weeks, but for the whole time), the C.P.Cz.
made demands through the unemployed in 494 municipalities
and communes. In most of the municipalities and communes,
the unemployed received assistance in money, food, fuel, etc.
The Congress of the unemployed which took place not long ago
was sufficiently wide. There were 982 delegates, of whom 385
were members of Red Trade Unions. There were 105 belonging
to reformist trade unions and 492 unorganised workers. 577 un-
employed committees were represented. The Congress of the
unemployed adopted a platiorm of demands for the unemployed
which had been prepared by the C.P.Cz. .and the Red Trade
Unions.

If the C.P.Cz has obtained great successes among the
unemployed, it is owing to this good and painstaking work.
Therefore in Czechoslovakia this year, the demonstrations on
February 25th were not only bigger and better than last vear,
but the C.P.Cz. and the Red Trade Unions increased their
membership by 5,000 to 6,000 members. .

To take another example — America. Last year, according
to all figures, including those given in the bourgeois papers,
1,250,000 persons took part in the unemployed demonstrations
of March 6th, 1930. Last year there were not unemployed orga-
nisations in Amenca When the unemployed heard that there
is 'a Party which fights for their demands. they responded on
a Jlarge scale. This year, according to exaggerated figures
(I emphasise that the figures are exaggerated), about 300,000
persons took part in the mnemployed demonstrations. We should
‘further note that last year the number of unemployed in
‘America was half as many as this year.

What is the cause? - Allow me to read you a document
which. was sent from one: district of the C.C. of the Party.
‘After the November Plenum of the C.C. in 1930, Comrade Darcy.
was sent to work to District 13, California, and on January 12th,
he wrote to the C.C. from San Francisco as fellows:

,For the past few weeks our chief task has been to. con-
vince our comrades here that they must really begin serious
unemployment work. Up. till now their concentration -has been
upon Skid.Road exclusively.

- cisco, Oakland, Los Angeles and Sacramento.. In the other
‘towns there wasn’t any unemployment work at all done. When
- I proposed concrete forms of activity against the effects of un-
employment such as the fight against evictions, demonstra-
tions in front of gas and electric companies to force the
- turning on of metres which they had shut off, food fights, etc.,
. the comrades found every excuse under the sun .why we
couldn’t carry through such struggles. In regards to evic-
tions they even denied that there were evictions in this
district. They said that the law and the community cheasts

. prevent any family from being evicted.
After a fight over this question in the open section meetmg

-and the district committee meeting the whole membership’

. began discussing this question and the day before New Year’s,

This holds true for San Fran- -

purely by accident, one of our comrades in walking through
the Mexican section of Frisco saw furniture on the street in
front of a certain house. We were notified and with a handful
comrades, aroused the neighbourhood against this eviction.
A thousand workers.gathered in front of the house, a fight
took place with the.police who .drew guns and finally the
workers succeeded in carrying the furniture into the house
again, and established a ‘picket line of neighbours for several
days. It is now two weeks, and this worker is not yet evicted.
The result of this fight was that we won a victory inside the
Party in turning their attention towards mass work and outside
the Party we got our baptism as a struggle organisation and
not merely- a bunch of talkers. 1 am enclosing herewith
exhibits 1 and 2 which were the leaflet and petition circulated
by the neighbours against this eviction. The fight over this
eviction also helped considerably in making our Sacramento
demonstration on the 7th whatever success it was." .

I am afraid that Darcy’s letter is not an exception. 1 doubt
if it is harder to work among the unemployed in American than
in Czechoslovakia. This is confirmed by the results of the work
of Comrade Darcy in Sacramento. Evidently, the work is carried
on that way throughout America.

Comrade Darcy came to Sacramento at the end of December
1930. From December 31st to January 6th, the following prepa-
rational work was made for the All-American Unemployed
Demonstration on January 7. I will read a list of all the demon-
strations and meetings, because this is very characteristic and
is typical of all Parties.

When . they work, the workers flock to them. Here is an
outline of our activities since Wednesday Dec. 31st, 1931:

1. Shop gate meetings:

a) S.P shop — . 4 meetings "~
b) Libby McNeal Lannerv .2 -

6 meetings
Reached an average of 2,000 workers.
Leaflets distributed, D. W. sold, sign displayed.
Flop House Bread Line meetings:
a) Recreation Centre (Flop House)

N

(1000 workers) — . . . 5 meetings
b) Bread line Salvatxon Army B
. 9 meetings
Results: 1. 500 sinatures collected.

1
2. 27 members got in.

3. 1,500 workers reached.
4. 150 D. W. distributed.
5. 1,00 leaflets distributed.
6. Signs displayed.

3. ‘Meetings in front of Employment agencies. 2 daily — alto-
gether 14 meetings.

Results: 1. 42 members joined.
2. 375 D. W. sold.
" 3. % 20 collection taken.
4. Average 250 workers reached m each meetmg -
total 3500.
‘4, Indoor meetings. 2 meetmgs daily (aiternoon and ewenmg)
total 14. 3

Results a) Attendance Full House 150—200.
. b) Members taken m — 72,
¢) Collection taken — $ 12
d) Literature sold 8.
€) Total workers attendmg 3000
f) Signatures taken 150 :

5. Resldentnal Section ‘meetings — 6

) North Sacramento 4
b) West Sacramentfo:2

‘ 6 )
1. Total attendance . 250.
2. Members taken in 6.
3. D.W. sold . . v 12.

4. Signatures taken . 35.

6. City Party meetings — 4.

Workers reached « s o 0. s o o o 2000
Members joined- o ¢ 2.2 ¢ s o & 27
Collection taken .+ s o s ¢ o o $ 950
Signatures taken o o o o & & o o 162
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D.W. sold . . B ¢ &)

Leaflets distributed. e e e e . . . 1000

7. Open Forum — 2 Open Forums held.
a) Full capacity attendance — . ., + . 150.
b) Signatures takenin . . . ¢ &+ 4 o 76.
c) Members taken in . . . & . o o 16,
d) Collection literature sold . . ~ . . % 6.75

8. Out of town activities.

a) Stockton — campaign carried under great difficulties.
Steiner opportunist element, demoralising organisation.
Unemployed Council strengthened. Delegation arrived
consisting of 12 2000; leaflets distributed.

b) Committee of 3 with car sent to outlying towns of Maris-
ville. Grosville, Roseville.

1. 2000 leaflets.
2. 250 D. W.

- 3. 100 U.S. applications.

Publicity. Leaflets.

a) 5 different leaflets in English.

1 leaflet in Spanish.
2 Women leaflets.

b) Capitalist press reached every day.

c) One big truck with signs going throughout city.

10. Genera! accomplishments:

1. Members 190.

2. Signatures 1098.

3. Literature sold $ 35.

4. Collection $ 38.

5. Workers reached 5000.
6.

7

8

©

55 meetings held.
14 speakers used. .
1 eviction case was successfully fought.

11. Expectations.
10,000 workers.
2,000 workers in the parade.
8,000 on the sidewalks.

) '.Fhe.result is undoubtedly very big, but the Californian
~dlstrlct_ is not altogether a' proletarian district, it is not an
md.ustr.al- district. but if this work had been done in Detroit,
Philadelphia and other- places. I am convjnced that the results
would have been the same

. It is now clear why the unemployed movement in America
is on the downgrade. For a whole year the unemploved were
without leadership. No work was carried on among them. How
could the unemployed come to a demonstration to which the
Party called them on February 25th, 1931 in the same numbers
as they came last year on March 6th?>.

The Nature of the Work Among the Unemployed.

Now I will pass on to the nature of the work among the
unemployed. I thuink that the kind of work among the unemployed
has also been unsatisfactory. Up to the present time, in all
parties, with a few exceptions. the chicf method of work among
the unemployed has been abstract agitation and the organi-
$ation of demonstrations.

. In Germany the Unemployed Committees appoint commis-
sions for youth, women, office workers, newspapers, for the
weorkers who have to appeal to charity, but the nature of the
vgork of these commissions, as for as can be discovered (the
German comrades will explain in greater detail when they
speak), was chiefly agitation and propaganda.

In the “Humanité” on March 3rd. there was a very interesting
paragraph on the work of the Rouen Unemployed Committee,
It said:

“It consists of 26 members. It includes an organisation
commussion, for increasing the work among the unemployed,

a housing commission which sees that the unemployed are

not evicted, a defence commission to protect demonstrations,

and a controlling and informational commission which
watches the factories to see that there is no overtime and

struggles against improper dismissals.” .

I do not know what these commissions do in practice, but
the _Rouen comrades in my- opinionr have tried out the ground
fqr improving the nature of the work- of the unemployed com-
tittee. Up to the present, unemployed committees have chieily
organised demonstrations. In my epinion, it is right- for the

committees and councils of the unemployed, in addition to agi=
tation and the distribution of literature, to organise demon=
strations and recruiting for the Red TradeUnions and T. U. oppo-
sition work in which the unemployed themselves are interested.

I think that there are many branches of the work which
could be performed by unemployed committees and councils.
If the unemployed committees and councils organised housing
commissions, and these housing commissions tried to prevent
evictions which take place in many towns, they could get into
contact with that part of the unemployed which suffers from .
this. The news spreads very rapidly that there is an organi-
sation which helps the unemployed, and the unemployed will
unquestionably come to it. Then the defence commission which
would give legal advice and would even defend the unemployed
in the labour or other courts which try cases of withdrawal
of unemployment reiief. The economic commission which would
collect money and organise diming rooms for children.

Comrade Thidlmann gave me yesterday a very interesting
report of a session of the Central Unemployed Committee in
Germany. Several comrades spoke there -and stated that the
National Socialists and in some places even the Social Demo-
crats are trying to hang on to the unemployed movement, that
the National Socialists are even organising kitchens for the
unemployed and for youth. They do this very badly at present.
They compel the youth who come to eat there to work, and
this of course is not very attractive for the youth. But if they
open kitchens and give dinners free or almost free, then we
shall hardly be able to stop the hungry workers going there.

(Comrade Thidlmamn: There are already such kitchens in
the Ruhr.)

Our American Party has not been able to prevent the
unemployed from taking charitable relief in America and will
not be able to do so. The unemployed organisations (committees
and councils of the unemployed) can collect money froin the
employed workers and organise kitchens even ii only for
children. Th.s must be done by the economic commission. But
how? The committees and councils of the unemployed must
emphasise in their agitation that such kitchens cannot reduce
the need of the unemployed, they must not forget our general
slogans of social insurance, and finally they must sstablish
a general control of the employed and unemployed workers
in these dining rooms, so as not to allow them to cause more
harm than good. We must be very cautious with such dining
rooms. Nevertheless, it seems to me that the committees and
councils of the unemployved must commence to organise these
dining rooms, first of all for children, through the economic
commissions, which® will have to be forined. They can help
us in the work among the destitute unemployed.

The organisat.ons of the unemployed will draw in those
sections of the workers who are at the brink of want, they
wil connect up with the unemployed movement The organi-
sat.onal commissions for the organisation of processions, demos-
strationrs, the campaigns to present demands, as in America,

~where they collected signatures for the insurance bill, (the

commission for collecting signatures there exists quite separa-
tely from the leadership of the unemployed workers, from the
unemployed committees). The organisations commission could
have many other functions.

The picket commission would organise pickets in factories
where there is a strike. Pickets of the unemployed and strikers
are of great importance for carry.ng out the slogans given by
the Communist Party, urging a common struggle of the workers
and the unemployed. Our Parties have achieved something
in carrying out this slogans. In many cases the unemployed
movement has joined up with the employed workers. The
workers who see that the unemployed are standing in pickets
and do not let strikebreakers pass and do not take the job
in place of the strikers, will unquestionably link up with the
unemployed movement and will help it.

The control commissions. It seems to me that the example
oi the Rouen comrades is of great importance. If there were
such control commissions to watch that the workers did not
work more than seven or eight hours, so that there would be no
overtime work, or if any factory is preparing to introduce in-
creased rationalisation, on these grounds it would be possible
to mobilise the unemploycd so as not to allow it. This is a new
form of struggle, no less important than demonstrations.

Finally, the trade union commissions. In my opinion, the
tasks of the trade union commissions are very important,

Firstly, they must find out who is a member of a trade
union and try to get them on to our side. But.this is not the
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most important thing. The chief thing is to organise the mem-
bers of reformist and other trade unions, to tell them everything
which their unions are doing, make them disposed to work with
us, to send them to trade union mettings to call upon the T.U. to
demand a seven-hour day without reduciion of wages, not allo-
wing wage-cuts, not permitting overtime work or new ration-
alisation. This is not the same thing as the previous “Zwingt die
Bonzen* (compel the trade union bureaucrats to fight). No, it
is not the same thing. When unemployed members of a trade
union come to trade union meetings and put ferward demands
which are understandable by the workers, I am sure that they
will get a majority at these meetings. The reformists will not
carry out the demands. The trade union opposition and the un-
employed members of the union will find it easier to fight against
the trade union bureaucrats. When the ground is prepared, in
the way the slogan may be put forward: Join the Red Unions,
join the T.U. opposition, throw out the reformist T.U. bureau-
crats, etc., according to the conditions, the time and the place.
In this way we weaken the reformist trade unions and break
down the authority which they have in the eyes of the men and
women workers.

This is a big field of work. Will this work be easy? No, it
will not be easy, but undoubtedly difficult. Why? Because the
unemployed is a fluctuating element — here today and to-
morrow in another place. We need to seek for them and catch
them. But if there are so many members of the Red trade
unions who are unemployed, so many supporters of the T.U.
opposition, and so many unemployed Party members, the Com-
munist Party can organise them. They must be united. They
must work actively in the committees and on the unemployed
councils and in the commissions. The unemployed committees
and councils at the present time unite hundreds and thousands
of the unemployed. When they begin to work better, they will
If all the commissions work well,
especially the trade union commissions, a great deal can be done.

However during the last year work has slackened even in the
reformist trade unions, in such countries like England, America,
Czechoslovakia, Sweden and Norway, and even in Germany,
while the socialdemocrats and reformists in all these countries
continually and openly betray the interests of the working class
on questions which can be understood by the masses.
fore, it is necessary to increase -the work inside the trade unions
so as to expose the trade union bureaucrats. For this purpose,
we should also use the unemployed. The work of these com-
missions, as I have shown, will provide activity for the councils
and committees of the unemployed, because the workers cannot
endlessly march in demonstrations at the call of the unemployed
councils and committees, and they must not limit their functions
merely to this. If committees and councils of the unemployed
are organised, and the workers see that they are organisations
which defend their interests, the Communist Party can pene-
trate into the midst of the working masses through them. Besides
the commissions mentioned above, committees and councils of
the unemployed must form Agit-Prop and cultural and educa-
tional committees which must publish papers, organise short
courses, distribute literature, etc.

Right and “Left” Sectarian Deviations in the
Work Among the Unemployed.

In spite of the fact that up to thé present time, extensive

organisations of the unemployed have not been formed in all

couritries, in the activity of the existing unemployed committees
and councils, there have been in some countries “Left“ sectarian
and right deviations from the general line of the C.I. In some
places, the unemployed altacked the peasants who brought pro-
ducts to the city markets, and took their products without pay-
ment, and it is not always the rich peasants who haul their goods
to the markets. There have been cases when the unemployed
attacked little breadshops. Such “confiscation* will feed no one,
or but a few people, but it can antagonise the poor and middle
peasant masses, while it is very important for them to take a
friendly attitude to the unemployed movement and to the wor-
kers’” movement in general. There have been cases when the
T.U. oppossition, the Red T.U.’s, the committees and councils of
the unemployed, which are under the influence of Communist
Parties, have put forward only local partial slogans, not linking
them up with, the general slogans of the Communist Party in
the struggle against unemployment, (insurance against unemploy-
ment to the extent of full wages at the expense of the employers

There- -

and the ‘government), nor with the general struggle of the whole
proletariat of the given country which is opportunism in
practice.

How many committees of the unemployed are there and how
many unemployed do they include? :

As far as I have been able to discover in the five countries
which | have mentioned here, where there are legal Communist
Parties, and where the unemployed movement is also legal,
there are in Germany, 1,400 unemployed committees, elected by
about 300,000 to 400,000 workers, in Czechoslovakia, there are
about 1,100 unemployed committees which at the outside repre-
sent 150,000 unemployed, in America in November 1930, at the
Plenum of the C.C,, it was stated that a few dozen committees
existed with 2,000 members. (Evidently, at the present time,
since February 25th. the American comrades have extended the
network of unemployed committees). In England, there are 152
local unemployed organisations with about 20,000 members.
Recently, the English comrades have increased the unemployed
organjsation (in September 1928. it had only 8,000 members).

What ferms of organisation of the unemployed exist up to
the present time?

In France, in the Paris district, there are 45 committees.
They have already a united commitiee. In other towns in
France, there are also unemployed committees, but in France,
they have not yet made a serious start to include and organise
the unemployed.

In England, the unemployed movement has existed as an
independent movement since 1921. In the local uunemployed
organisation, there are members of the organisation paying
membership dues. Until recently, their chief work consisted of
defending their members in the administrative organs which
deal with the affairs of the nunemployed (not looking after all the
ungmployed, but only after their own members. The unemployed
organisation until recently were merely the lawyers for their
menmtbers in all courts which deal with the affairs of the unem-
ployed). Their external activity consisted of organising unem-
ployed processions (hunger marches). In reality. this was a
union of the unemployed, a sectarian organisation look:ng after
its own members. Only recently, when the Communist Party
began, under great pressure, to deal with the unemployed
movement, the leaders of this organisation began to unite the
movement of the unemployed with the movement of the employed
for a common struggle. And this has already given good results
by increasing the memebrship. On February 21—23 this year,
there was a Congress of the unemployed in England. According
to the decisions of this Congress, the character of the unem-
ployed movement and its methods of work will be changed. The
unemployed movement is closely connected with the Minority
Movement. In England, there is a general national Executive
Committee of the unemployed.

It is difficult to say what are the forms of the organisations
of unemployed in America. Comrade Bedacht, who reported at
the Plenum of the C.C. in November 1930, on unemployement,
stated: "The leadership of the unemployed movement must be
completely and also formally in the hands of the T.U.U.L., and
the revolutionary trade unions.“ (Restranslated from Russian.)
It seems to me that this is what killed the unemployed movement,
because there are few Red trade unions there. They have very
few members. Comrade Foster reported at the same Plenum
of the C.C., that the Red Trade Unions and the T.U.U.L are not
going forward but backwards all the time, and as the unemployed
movement was linked up with badly functioning trade unions and
the T.U.U.L., this movement did not extend widely. Only aiter
the Plenum of November 1930, the Party organisations began
to pay attention to the unemployed movement, under the
pressure of the C.C. (a further réle was played by the fact that
International Unemployment Day — February:25th, 1931 — was
approaching), and they increased their work among the une:n-
ployed. Without this, the demonstrations on February 25th could
not have gathered 300,600 people. In New Yeork the Unemployed
Councils were formed under the Red Trade Unions: needle
workers, sailors, restaurant workers, office “workers, metal
workers, etc., and in addition there were formed territorial
unemployed councils. No All-American centre of the unem-
ployed .has yet .been formed. -

In Germany, in addition to unemployéd committees .at” _ﬂie
Labour Exanges, there are also groups of thé Revolutionary
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Trade Union; Opposition. In the last report of the German
unemploved centre it says that such groups number 600 with
30.000 members.”

Thus. in Germany, the unemployed movement is an official
part of the Revolitionary Trade Union Opposition. Out of more
than 5,000,000 uneniploved "in Germany, about 300,000—400,000
unemployed took part in the election of 1,400 committees, and
30,000 unemployed are in the T.U. Opposition. Besides unems-
ployed committees which were elected at the Labour Exchanges,
there are aslo unemployed councils in the wards, towns, districts
and provinces parallel to the existing organisations of the Revo-
lutionary T.U. Opposition.

In Germany, there exists also an All-German Committee of
Unemployed, elected at a conference of representatives of the
local unemployed organisations.

In Czechoslovakia, the unemployed movement commenced as
an extensive movement. Comrade Gottwald yesterday reported
on this, At first the Red Unions took no part in the movement
whatever. It was organised by the Party organisations. Only
now the Red Trade Unions want to make this movement an
official part of the Red Trade Unions. The C.P.Cz. succeeded
in doing something for the unemployed, and owing to energetic
and capable work among them, an extensive movement resulted.
The unemployed committees which were elected at meetings
of the unemployed in various places (at the Labour Exchanges, in
comumunes, in wards and district, etc.) are organised in town,
district or county organisations. The National Unemployed
Congress of Czechoslovakia which took place recently elected a
Central Committee of Unemployed.

What form of organisation of the unemployed should be
recommended to the Communist Parties, the Red Unions and
the T.U. Opposition, especially in countries in which organi-
sations of the unemployed have mnot yet been formed
(France, etc.)?. .

The unemployed movement must have a broad basis, it must
embrace all the unemployed, irrespective of the Party or trade
u(ngon they belong to. It is not a matter of organising unemployed
unions, of close organisations, but of organising a wide unem-
phloyed movement. The unemployed committees and councils
mist become the leading bodies of the movement and be respon-
sible to it. Hence we must determine what the relations between

the unemployed organisations and the revolutionary trade union
movement should be,

At is not a question of the formal connections betwecen the
unemqlpved movement and the red trade unions or trade union
opposition.

In actual practice, the driving force, the foundation of this
movement must be the Red Trade Unions, the T.U. opposition
and the Party. The members of the Red Trade Unions, the
T.U. opposition and the Party must be united and must act
in an organised way in all places where the unemployed gather
together. Comrade Thilmann told us yesterday that the reformist
trade unions are already discussing the question of the unem-
ploved movement. The National Fascists are trying to attach
themselves to it. This is inevitable, because under present con-
ditions, unemployment is not a passing whenomenon. Therefore,
we must ‘work very energetically and hard among the unem-
ployed.

This movement must be non-Party, not attached to
any Party, nor to any kind of trade union. Take Czechoslovakia
or (iermany. The workers in Germany consider the T. U. Oppo~
sition to be an organisation. of the C. P. The Red Trade Unions
in Czechoslovakia are looked on by the workers as unions of
the C.P. If the unemployed movement is attached to the Red
Trade Unions in Czechoslovakia or to the T.U. Opposition in
Germany,.then everyone will count it as a Communist movement
and this will frighten many workers who follow the refermiste,
etc. away. Even in France, everyone knows that the Red Trade
Unions belong to the C.P. and these unions have publicly stated
thlsvscores of times in their arguments with the Syndical;sts
who. are figthing against the Communist Party having the
dominating influence in- the trade unions. If the unemployed
organisations will 'become known as being “Under the Red Trade
Uttions”, “Under the T.U. Oppositions”, the members of - the.
reformist trade unions may not enter this organisations, and
the supporters of the Catholic center may also not enter. There
is o need to speak about members of other parties. In Czecho-

slovakia wheré there are '13_trade union alliances, where every

Party has its own trade union alliance, naturaily their members

cannot enter such an unemployed organisation.If the unem-

ployed movement is wide and free, formally not attached:to

any Party or trade union organisation, then every unemployed
worker can join it. It will only be possible to include the wide
masses of the unemployed in these organisations if they are
not labelled as “unemployed movement under the Red T.U.s”,
or “under the T.U. Oppos:tion”. Of course I am not oppesed
to the Party and the Red Trade Unions leading this movement.
On the contrary the leadership must be strongly in the hands

of the T.U. Opposition or the Red T.Us., even more strongly’

than it has been up to the present, and of course in the hands
of the Party. For this purpose no label or title is needed, but
efficient energetic work in the spirit [ have shown here. Then
there will be no force, no Party. which could get the unemployed
movement out of our hands. .

It is stated that if the unemployed movement is not under
the T.U. Opposition or the Red Trade Unions, then there may
arise a cleavage between the employed workers and the
unemployed. This argument is very serious. The strong side of
the unemployed movement in 1930 and 1931 lay in the fact that
from the very start it was linked up with the workers in the
factories. This connection was established. of course, not because
the unemployed movement was under the T.U. Opposition or
the Red-  Unions (in Czechoslovakia it was organised by the
Party over the heads of the Red Unions, and in America the
unemployed movement was wasted away and has not had any
strong contacts with the employed workers in spite of the fact

that it was under the Red Trade Unions and the T.U.U.L.).’

Evidently this does not guarantee that the unemployed movément
will not be separated from the struggle of the whole proletariat.

For this purpose it is necessary for the unemployed move-
ment to be under proper leadership (through members of the
Party, the Red T.Us. and the T.U. Opposition) the leadership of
the C.P. If the committees and councils of the unemployed send

pickets during a strike, this will link up the movement of the.

employed and the unemployed. Campaigns and demonstrations
should be organised and carried through together. This is very

important because the C.P. must not allow any split between,

the employed and unemployed, because there is a danger that
when workers strike, let us say against wage cuts, the unems=
ployed in countries where there is no unemployed insurfnce may
take their place and in this way they can break any strike. Up

to the present, the unemployed have not only refused to break

strikes, but they have actively assisted them, owing to the
fact that the C.P. was the initiator in creating the unemployed
organisations. If work among the unemployed is increased, if
agitation is not abstract, if the work of the committees and
councils is made very concrete and if all the unemployed can
enter the unemployed movement independently of their party
or uition, then the unemployed will in the future as well, far from
becoming an interference in the struggle of the working class,
be active participators in it.

Is there any need for a national C.C. of the unemployed?
In the minutes of a session of the C.C. of the unemployed in
Germany, comrades stated that they feared the existence of a
separate unemployed organisation. Yesterday Comrade Gott-
wald expressed the same fear. In this they were quite right.
We must not form an isolated organisation of the unemployed.
Therefore, in my opinion, we should not form a national C.C. of
the unemployed organisation. Maybe it would be useful if the
committees -of the unemployed are united into councils of the
unemployed of the town, district, province or possibly the state,
because they have state assemblies and legislatures, etc, where
the unemployed organisations can put forward their demands, etc:

I do not propose to-dissolve the German, English or Czech
Central Comittees of the unemployed, but need our comrades

in France, for example, form such a committee? In my opinion ,

they should not. The unemployed should be organised in the
frameworks of the administrative unit of each country on a scale
not larger than the province or state, with the exception,
possibly, of Germany where there are separate Republics, such
as Saxony, Bavaria, etc., with their own parliaments, budgets,
etc., to which the unemployed can present their démands. For
such organisations of the unemployed, there is a field of activity.
But what work can exist for the committees of the unemployed
on the scale of the whole country? There is no such work.
Who formulates the demands for the unemployed? The Party,
the Red Trade Unions, or the T.U. Opposition. Who represents
the interests of the unemployed? The Party, the Party press,
the Communists in Parliament, etc. The experience of work
among the unemployed in all countries is not yet very large,

~—
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"

..-For that matter, in. England. our:Party has carried on work

among ‘the unemployed for ten years, because all this time {here-

have been over one million unemployed: in England: The Eng-

lish experience shows that we schould: not form either a union

of unemployed- with- membership dues, etc. nor..a central com-
mittee. The. National Unemployed Movement: in England, as
I' have .already: . said, reached 5,000 members in 1928, but:the

Executive Commiittee of the Unemployed Movement led  the:

organisation by circulars from the center, and in this way it
fettered the initiative of the
which waited for ‘instructions from:the center, with the result

that theiunemployment movement did not extend as wide by as”

it - should. The  National Unemployed Movement in England
became converted into a sectarian-body with membership cards,

membership dues, but without mass work and without influence
If the cOmrades in the

on the broad masses of the unemployed

structrons from the center, if they had worked among those

sections of the unemployed who receive the 'smallest ' doles,

among the most destitute, then they would have had an exten-

sive movement. But this was not done.

- We must-avoid the Englrsh experrence and. not form central
committees but. develop wide .initiative in  the localities.

unemployed.
call unemployed congresses. of the whole country to formulate
demands or to. support these demands.

Conclusron.

1 think that it would be a good thing if the commission on:
tlie first point in the agenda of the Plenum considered the. que-
stion of the forms of organisation of the unemployed, because the.

problem of the unemployed at the present time is very real.

‘There are about 35 million. unemployed men and women workers..
Up to the present there is no political party, no ‘trade upion.
except the Communist Parties and the Red Trade Unions and,
'F.U.” Opposition which go to any troublé for ‘tlé unemployed.
The C.P.s, the Red Unions and the T.U. Opposition have the
fullest possibilities of organising the unemployed for a commion,,
Up to the

struggle along with  the ‘workers inn. the factories. »
present time this possibility has not been’ fully utilised either by
the C.P.s or the revolutionary T.U. movement, while¢ the un-

employed are already falling into the clutches of charitable orga-’
Among them is being spread the legend of

nisations (America).
“‘dumping” and “slave labour* in the U.S.S.R. In case of war
they will be called up to the army first of all. The social
fascists and the national fascists are .already trymg to strengthen
themselves amongst the unemployed.
of unemployed will still go back to work:
Unions and the T.U. Opposition carry on work among them, we
can improve -through them o6ur connections with the factories.

‘We must deal very seriously with the organisation of the un=

employed, draw thent into- the general striggle of the proletariat.

more energetically than we have done up to the present, and out
of their ranks we must increase the Red Unions, the T.U. Oppo-~
sition and even the C.P. The chief thing to be avoided -wien
organising ‘the unemployed is the formation of sectarian leagues
of unemployed. Whe should not have compulsory membership

dues and membership cards, although we should register the:

unemployed in the committees and collect genuine voluntary
subscriptions from the employed workers- and éven among- the
unemployed who are receiving unemployed pay. :

The primary elected organs of the unemployed(com‘miteéﬂ )
must be elected at meetings of all the unemployed, independent”

of the parties or trade unions to ‘which they belong, at the labour
exchanges, flop houses, food lines, etc. The committees will
have to report on their work to all the unemployed. Only with
such an- organisation, the unemployed movement will not have
a sectarian character but will be extensive.
for a common struggle of the unemp}osed and the eniployed
workers, "in spite 6f the fact that up to ‘the present the wotk

among the unemployed has been very poor, has given fine.
resuits. Up to the present the uneiriployed have not beén strike-.
breakers even in countries where they do not receive the dole .
and where the proportion of organised workers is not very large,
lhrs common struggle should be increased still,

as ‘i Amerrca
fur‘ther

focal unemployed: organisations®

We-
should form secretariats under the central leaders of the Red
Unions and the T.U. Opposition specially for work among the.
This does not mean of .course that we must not.

In “addition ‘many millions_
Ii the C.P,, the Red

Our slogan calling”

2. The Work: of the Communist Nuclei,
Red T.U. Groups and T.U. Opposmon
~ Groups in the Factories.

Party Nuclei in the Factories.

‘How do matters stand -with regard to carrying. out one. of
the important slogaris which is set out in all the chief decisions
of the Comintern; the Profintern and their sections — the transfer
of the centre of Partv and trade union activity into the factories?

1 wrll give stafistics once more for the . same five legal parties
—the C.P.s of Germany, France, America, England and Lzecho-
slovakia, Whrch will answer this question.

Up to the present, very little attention.has been. p,ard in the
discussion to the foundation of the Party, or any rate, what
should be the foundation — the factory nucleus. Only Comrade .
Thilmann made a slight reference to this. Here are the stati-,
stics. In my. opinion there is no other way of deciding how We
have consolidated ourselves in the factories. :

The number of [actory mrcler and street nucler and tlw .
number of members in them,

Germany. The number of factory. nuclei was: .
1926 1928 1929 1930
2243 1556 1411 - 1524
In addition there were 57 nuclei on big estates. Previously

there were no such nuclei.

(During the election campaign ior the Rerchstag 188 factory
nuclei were formed.)

“Thé number of street nuclei in the CP of Germany \\as.
1925 1929 1930 '
110 2519 2824

The street nuclei increased between 1929 and 1930 by 305.
while factory nuclei in the same period increased only by 113.
The percentage of Party members included in iactory nuclei
during tlfe laSt four years in the CP. of Germany: et

1927 1928 7 '1929° i ) e
15.61 1869 % . 147 % (1929 frgures taken on. data irom
12 biggest Party districts.): i

We have not yet exact figures for 1930, bt probably the *
percentage was greatly reduced, as is shown:-by'the statistics -on
the, number of Party members working -in industry, eompared k
with 1928 and 1929.

In the C.P. of Germany, the proportion of the total number
of members who were working.in factories was: - : °

1928 ‘1929 ‘1930 5 1931-
623 %" 51.6 % 322% 90—77%

(The reduction in the number of Party members working in-
factories must be atiributed to-dismissals in connection:with ‘the"
crisis, first of all of the revolutronary workers — members of
the Party.)

" The following figures showing the fall in the number of Party
members working in the factories for the six chief drstncts in:,
1930, are in.eresting compared with 1929:

» " District December 1929 October 1930 .
Berlin-Brandenburg- 56.0 % : 45.4 %
Halle-Merseburg 60.3 Yo i 345 Yo

" “Wasserkante (Hamburg and other : Comed o

. ports) 535% - v 382%
Saxony 57.0%: - - 400 %
Ruhr 44.3 % ¢ 244 %
Lower Rhine - - 41.8% L2201 %

In 1929, in 1,411 factory nuclei, as I have already said, there
were only 14.7 % of all the Party members. in 2,519 street nuclei’
there were 45 % of all the Party members.and in-2,175 local’
organisations in which there are-no factory nuclei, street nuclei:
and nuclei in the estates (there were.in all 2779 local organi-
sations in the: C.P.G. in 1929), there were 40.3 % of all the Party
members: - - :

Here is the distribution of Partv ‘members in 1929 amqnx :
factory, street and local organisations where ‘there was,“noh.
nucleus, for ten districts of the CP. Germanv S
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District’ in iFactory In S'tre'et In local o.r_gs.

Nuclei. Nuclei without Nuclei.
East Prussia 959% . 4899% .. 4141%
D?iuzrg ' 582% . 38.13% ..55.44 % ..
Halle- Merseburg 1359% - 3321 % 53:13.%
Thurengia 1051 % 37.19 % 51.69 %
Mécklerburg S 10:70 % 59.9 % 3084%
Nofthwest " 14,70 % 45.57 % '40.35 %
Ruhr " ol 3402% 0 582% 776 %
Hessen-Frankfurt =~ 4.19% 59.51 % 4629%
Baden ’ 14.05 % 3112 % 54.82%
So. Bavaria. 615% | 5193% 35.92%

. In the Ruhr a great of the Party mem‘bers are orgamsed in

. factory nuclei. Among ‘theabove mentioneéd districts I have not‘ '

mentioned  some “important - industrial districts: ‘such’a$ Berlin-

Brandenburg, but in ‘general ‘this distributioniof ‘Parfy members
invthe factory nuclei, street niuclei and local organisation without

nucleii can bé consrdered to be the general feature tor ail the'
other districts. e

Czechoslovakla. Yrt the C.P. of Czechoslovarkra in 1926 the
were 1301 factorv nuclei, in 1928 there Were 954 and in 1
thére were 399. ‘The imber’ of' Party members in hem const
tutes 14% of the " toftal membérship. The number of street
nuclei in 1928 ‘was 639, and it 1930 it “was 360." 1ii*1930'33% of

the:Party members werd in “stteet nuclei’ and 53% in local orga< "
This means that in Czechosltovakii *

nisations without nuclei.
the -greater part: ofuthe Party’ members
maijority, are not in:factory nuclei.

the overwhelmmg

tely 10% of all Party members.
989. Party members). Street nuclei in .the C.P.U.S.A: in 1928
were 468 and in:1930 there: were 417. At the end of 1930 there
were 10,768 members.:

nuclei and local organisations there were 9,500 members.
fact is that in the U.S.A. a tremendous number of Party members
are not yet in factory nuclei.

(Great Britain. In the C.P.G.B. at the beginning, of 1930
there were 44 factory nuder and i
39. In_them Were 218 Party membefs.
of 2555 memibers of the Party, 1,376 were working in factories,,
845 were unemployed and 334 were housewives.

Comrade Pollitf gave: other figurés’ but thev were for the!

laét few ‘moriths.

“We have no information on the number of street nucléi in the”i
C.P.GB. but i England thére are 118 concentration groups’ m:_

which there are 851 tmembers of the Party of whom 323 work in
factories. .
France. We have no com})lete frgmes for the C P F
~In 1928 -the ‘GiP.F. had 898 -factory nuclei ' ‘with"
membersr wliich forms 33% of the total numberof Party mem*
bers. - (At that. time-the C.P.F. had 52,372 membérs.) " '

*Wedo hot Know how many’ factory nuclei there were .m‘ ‘

1929, but they had 10,800 membéers which was 24% ‘of the tofal’
membership. . In 1929 the C.P.F.. had 45,000 ‘members: . The
large percentage: in tactory nuclei is..very striking; but: this:is’

explained: by the fact that they attached 15 to 18 members o

every 3 members working in factories, so: that this does not'mean:

that they really had. such a large. percentage of Party: members
really working .in the: factories and included in factory : nucler.'

~In 1930: the: CPF had 666 factory nuclei, of which 134 were

_The muriber of 'street nuclei in' the C.P.F., wast
1928 1929 1930
2410 No data. 1,837 i

“In the ‘street nuclei and Tocal organisatiotis without nuclei
there were in 1928 34,927 miembers which cotiprised 67% -of all
Party members, and in 1929 34,200 which is 76%. In 1930 the
C.P.F.. had 38,240 members, but we.have no .information. as %o
how they are distributed.among factory nucler street nsucter and .
focal, .organisations. without nuclei. :

vYesterday Comrade Thorez said  nothing - about thrs in hrs i
speech. Possibly  the other French comrades who ‘have yet t0‘

speak. will telt us.
"RVt is thé ‘Size’ "of the factory and streef nuclei?

H.we count that in:133 factory nuclei in
1930 there ‘were -1.268 members, -this mearns- that in the" street
The

Septem.ber 1930 there, Were.
Tt November 1930, ouf

 have: nuclei ‘or. not.:

17 445" © works,: etc.. were there: are: 60,000 metal workers .o

in the -Paris district. The number of meémbers in thein'is unkn0wn ’ Factorles W'th nucle1

o

In Germany we have fxgures only for 1929 The number of
nuclei in: the C.P.G. in 1929 svas as follows: -

. No. of tactories Membership of No. 'of Street ' Noi of

with nuclei, ‘thejactorynuclei; .. Nuclei. . Members.

761 Up to 10 1,216 Up to.20

240 Up to 15 559 Up to 30

164 Up to 20 c:305 Up . to 40

123 Up. to 30 =i 160 ~Up to 75-

. Bb6 - Up to 40 158 Up tol100-

, 31 Up to 50: : ;56 o O‘ver 100
236 .. Over-50 :

Ty

Total 1411 factorv nucler 2404 street nucler’ !

I we take statrstlcs for 1930 and thelast: months -of- l93(k
the proportion of Party members in street nuclet will be -bigger
because unemployment has recently greatly increased. The
C.P.F. has several times split the street nuclei into smaller ones
because théy have very many members. Now I have been
told by: several German ‘comrades -that-they ‘have again’stirted
toinctease’ the” number' of street nuclei so as to' reduce” the
n'umber of members-in: them, or ‘they ‘are prep«armg to do 50.”

/ haVe no, full frgures showmg the nnumber ‘of nuclei in., the
CPCz, We have figures from 9 big factories with 59,000, mer, .;
and, women workers. At these factories; the number of workers.::
varies, from 1,000 to 18, 000 In’ all these factories there .ate :
nuclei of 9 to 60..members . each - ,Only in:one nucleus are there -
250 members. In all these nuclei. there are 505 Party members.
Com“'de‘(}ottwald did, not deal with this matter in, hzlﬁ speech

: vesterday, . . .
U:S.A. The factory: nuclei of the C.P; U S A numbered in 19’7, ‘ '
166, -in 1928 111 -and in 1930 133. (They in¢luded approkima-''
In factory rticlei were thére °

(Comrade Gottwatd I could not flmsh my speech yesterdé
because the sessron closed) '
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well have contmued this mornmg You said you.. would s.peakr;
later. "It Wwill be a good thing if you would do so,.and if yau.;:
would descend 4’ little lower than the Central Commlttee and .
tell us. \rhat is happemng in the nucler

Jn the C. P.U.S. A, from 3.t0 18. members form a nucleus. ’

“In the C'P. G'B., from'4 ‘fo 6 hiembers oi the average form
a nucleus This does not mean that there are no more members
in some nuclei;: but on the average they are very. small

" In France, in the Citroen Works with .qver 15000 workers,
there is a nticletis of 15 Palty members. .In the enauld Works,
where 15000 aiso work, there is a tucleus with 18 members.
In ‘Boulpgne at the Farman, carnot and Salmson Metal Works, :
each émploying ‘Some 1,500 'to 2,000 workeérs, there are only

9 Party: members: (not ‘in‘each-of them' but'for the whole six _ -

factories). In::St. Etienne (Lyons’ Drstrrct) out 'of 24,000 miner$ "’
there are:24. Party members. ‘It is ‘hot known whether they:
In the- 15th: Party district, at the Talbot '

(Voice:’ In_the ‘Whoig drstrlct)

“In 'the whole district, I say, tllere are four factory nucler
in which there are 10 members., .

. The - tlgures are taken from: the materrals of the C. C of the
C. P F, Notice .that:a]l the documents :which T qubte here:and: i
all .the . figures .which I igive are: taken 'exclusively from the -
documents of .the. .central commrttees or: the reports ot the -

, instructors of the E.G.C.L. . e

In" which ‘factories are there nucler° & :
. We have figures for the C.P. of' Germany onlv for 1929

- No of workers.

"% of factories w th'

“nuclei.
33 Out of 71 U over 5,000 464 % -
328 out of’ 1051 1,000 to:5,000" 312% o
245 out of 1,780 500 to 1,000 137% 0w
702 .out .of 40,188 ;50 to: 500 : o 1.94% -
103 out.of 148,112, L 10to - 50, .. .., . .0.06%

1,411 factory nuclei. - . S U PE TS S TR AP E A e -G

Thus, 1411 factory nuclel are drstrlbuted as follows: 1050
nucler are in small and medium, factories with 10.to, 1,000 workers;. .
361° nucle1 are in, factorres w1th 1,000 .to , 5,000 workers or.more,

Czechoslowakta We have ne. figures for 1930 except the:

.9 factories. which have. already: been mentioned. 1n..1929 -out
.l of the total, number of. Party. members working in, factories,--

67 % were in factories with 50 to 100 workers, 20 % were in

}'
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factories with 100 to 1,000 and only 1 % were in factories with
over 1,000, workers.

C.P.U.S.A, As a general rule, the Party members are
.working in small and medium factories.- Only a few Party
members are working in big factories. Out of 133 factory
nuclei, 120 were in factories with a total number of 517,410
workers.

.. - France. Out of 134 nuclei in the Paris district (according
to the figures of the Paris district committee), “many” are in
small and medium factories. In St. Etienne, out of 23,000 metal
workers in- factories with over 500 workers, there are only
17 Party members. In the Eastern district, -including Moselle, in
which is concentrated the steel production of the whole of
France, there are 3 nuclei. At the Schneider-Creuzot factories
‘with 11,000 workers, there is not a single Communist. ‘

C.P.G.B. No data.

The T.U. Opposition and the Red Trade Unions.

- Matters are still worse with regard to the transfer of the
eentre of trade union work to the factories. The Red Trade
Unions and the T.U. Opposition in Germany have not yet
formed their. groups in many factories.. The T.U. Opposition
has not yet formed groups in all the factories where the C.P. G.

has nuclei .and where . the . T. U. Opposition put forward its :

lists in 1930 for the election of factory committees. The Red
Trade Unions of France and America and the Minority Movement
in England have no solid position in_the factories. )

In Czechoslovakia on December 31st, 1930, the Red Trade
Unions had groups in. 144 factories, and trade union delegates
in 18 factories (there is no information as to in which factories
and how they work). The T. U. Opposition in Germany. set itself
‘the task of organising groups in all the factories where lists
are put forward this year in the elections for the factory
committees. . If they carry out this task, they will make a
tremendous step forward. But uniortunately there is no possi-
bility as yet of speaking of a strong basis on the factories even
in Germany. , ‘

How do the factory nuclei work? We have documents
which show that in all countries a few nuclei are working well,
-but the majority of factory nuclei are unfortunately passive and
work badly.

I wish to quete some documents showing how the good
nuclei work because many comrades have talked a great deal
about the nuclei but know very little about how the nuclei work.
1 will quote a document from one comrade, an instructor of the
E.C.C.I, who was in France and took part in the work of the
factory nuclei.- He saw this work and described it as follows:

.. “The only organisation in the district (Boulogne) which is
~doing serious work is the nucleus in.the Renauld factory.
18 Party: members of whom 8 are foreigners are divided into
4 shop. nuclei organised in the chief shops in the factories. The
nuclei have a common bureau consisting of four secretaries of
the shop nuclei and a constant worker from the district
con}mittee (a member of the district committee) attached to the
nucleus.

The nucleus,- although its numbers are small, nevertheless
tries to establish direct contacts with the factory and tries to
Jead the struggles of the workers. For example, several numbers
of the factory newspaper had been issued in which the demands
of the workers were put forward in a general form. Every
shop nucleus held a number of meetings of sympathisers, holding
them illegally. All the members of the nucleus invited to these
meetings those comrades from their shops whom they had
succeeded in interesting by individual agitation.

At these meetings of sympathisers at which there were

7 te 20 comrades, demands were examined, and in addition
three new members were obtained for the Party and five for
the trade union,

In the revolutionary T.U. Opposition there are 30 members.

After such work carried on for a month, the demands were
found to be greatly concretised both for the Renauld factory as
a whole and for several of the workshops in particular.

Then the comrades issued a leaflet setting out the enlarged
and concretised demands. The leaflets were distributed during
the dinner interval by a brigade of about 20 unemployed who
-ave them out at the four chief entrances to the factory.
. mring the distribution of the leaflets, comrades from the metal

workers’ union and the Party organisation explained to the

workers who gathered around the speakers all about these
demands. o

The influence of the Party among the workers in the

factory is growing. Another example which shows that although

we do not understand how to lead the struggle, nevertheless
the work has already been commenced, is as follows:

In the Central Tool Shop where 1000 workers are employed ..

and where there is not a single Party member, one morning

there spréad a rumour that wages were to be cut. During the .
dinner interval, two sympathisers found the secretary of the .

nucleus. of the Renauld factory and informed him of this.
comrade immediately told them to bring a few workers to a
meeting. Four turned up at the meeting. They undertook to
distribute in the factory the leaflets which were ‘drawn up

The

during the day, in the. district committee, - dealing with the .
struggle against wage cuts proposed by Renauld and urging an ..

increase.

The distribution of these leaflets was carried on well. .

and the material made a good impression on the workers. They. .

saw that the Communists are not working outside the walls of -

the factory, but that there was an organisation in the factory
itself, that in the organisation the workers themselves were

‘acting, being able to hide themselves cleverly from the factory
police, of which they had heard so much. This fact greatly .

assisted the growth eof confidence in our organisation.
The management proposed to reduce wages on February 4th,

. but the workers answered that they would strike if any attempt

was made to cut wages,

The nucleus set itself the task of putting jorward on

February 25th a platform of demands for the whole factory
and organising the preparations for the election of committees
of struggle. The Renauld nucleus is one oft the best working
organisations in the Paris district.”

In such a tremendous factory where over 15,000 workers
are employed, a group of 18 comrades, by their clever anil
painstaking work inside the factory, had a great influence on
the workers, tremendously greater than if they had worked
from outsidel.

In Czechoslovakia also there are serveral nuclei which
work well.

a) The nucleus in Karlshiitte works actively. ' A large
proportion of the Party members come to meetings of the
nucleus. The Party committee pays great attention to this
nucleus. '

b) The Witkovitz nucleus before the elections to the factory
committee carried on good work. The members of the Red
Trade Unions in the factory committee carried on a struggle
against the reformists in the factory committee. Their speeches
were printed in the factory newspaper “Vitkovar”.

c) ‘The nuclens at the Kolben-Prague Works from the
beginning of December 1930 carried on active weork. In January,
before the elections of the factory committee, the nucleus
published and distributed 20,000 leaflets. In addition the
nucleus periodically publishes a newspaper with a circulation
of 300 to 500, and this nucleus received assistance and leadership
from the Prague Party Committee.

There are very many good nuclei in Germany. But the
Party press for some reason writes nothing, about them. In
the C.P.G. there is a special organ — “The Party Worker” —
which deals chiefly with Party structure, passing on experience
of the good work of Party organisations and criticising bad
work-and mistakes. If we examine it for 1930, there is nothing
at all in it about the work of the nuclei as a whole. . There are

- good descriptions of how individual comrades do good work,

how they take part in strikes, but no description is.given of the
factory nuclei as a whole, how they organise the struggle.
Concerning the factory nuclei of the C.P.G. I must state that
the overwhelming majority of them are bassive and - do not
take part in the struggle in the factories, do not carry out. the
Party line, do not mobilise the workers. This ist still our great
weakness.

1 have taken two facts from “The Party Worker” concerning
the factory nuclei in Germany whose work is medium or bad,
and 1 wish to read you desriptions of their weaknesses because
they are very characteristic not only for Germany but for many
nuclei in other countries.
made of the work of factory nuclei. This is a very important
factor and a very interesting experience, and 1 recommend the

In Germany an investigation was .



-secretary of the nucleus.
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-nucleus did: not, put:forward its Red: List.
elected to-the factory committee,
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‘Party  committees -of other Parties to’ do the same; carry on a
real investigation of how the factory nuclei work.

I have reports on the investigations of two -factery nuclei,
I’ will read them.

“The investigation- showed the followmg

During - the last year the nucleus suffered greatly from
internal- difficulties. At first, inner-Party disputes with comrades
who were attached to the nucleus played a very important role,
.and then there were personal quarrels caused by the. late
However, in -the factory: which has
-been for many ‘years one of the strongholds of social democracy,
-the opposition. grew. very. rapidly (chiefly among the turners).
A few Party: members gather the non-Party workers with
opposition tendencies and carry on very active ‘work among
them. ‘The non-Party oppositional workers sent a delegation to
a meeting of the nucleus to criticise shortcomings in its- work.
After the liquidation of internal dissensions, the nucleus
together with the non-Party opposition workers brought -about
a brilliant -success: of the -opposition at a large meeting ;of the
workers. : The-namber of members of the nucleus in the factory
increased immediately from- 18 to 32; and almost 100 workers
joined  the - .revolutionary T.U. Opposition, - Last . spring the
Two comrades: were
these -comrades in general
were too passive and even made serious- mistakes, which they
‘admitted”. -(“Party Worker”, 1930;. No.. 3, March).:

Non-Party workers had to mtervene to lrven up the Pa'rty
‘nucleus.
o Towdll gwe the report on the investigation of the nucleus "at
Siemens-P. I do not know if this is a big factory — Sientens-

_Halske, Siemens-Schuckert or some other factory

»Five comrades are working ‘at the Siemens-P. factory, and
3. comrades from various factories are attached to them. The
factory is.completely under the influence of.the social democrats,
because our nucleus does not carry on any revolutiopary policy.

90 % of the workers are unorganised and have no representative
'm the factory committee. Three comrades are members of .the
factorv committee, Last-year they were elected on the reformist
mumst members of the factory. committee, voted together with
the reformists in. January for_ the dismissal of 90 workers, ‘At a
session of the nucleus. where the control commission reported pn
this, the Qecretarv. who was one of the three memberc of fﬁ
factory committee, defended his action in  agreeing to the
dismissals.  After a long discussion, the nucleus decided at the
fast meeting to put forward a Red List this year. Only the Secre-
tary voted agamsf this decrslon (,,Party Worker*, 1930
Page 89).

1 will read two more extracts as cxamples ‘of the bad work
of nuclei in the Paris district. The same E.C.C.L instructor in
France and of whom I have already spoken writes concerning
the work of the nucleiis at Citroen:

s “The’ experience obtained at. the Renauld factory is “not
applied at' Citreen, where  nothing has so far been done_in
putting forward demands. .

The nucleus at the Utroen factory has 15 members and
only; last- weele: it- was: split into feur shep :groiips.-: ThE only
method - of contact between the nucleus. and sthe. workers in_the
factory is the: factory ‘newspaper and -proclamations; ~which-are
insuificient if they are-net-enly te:-serve as a meauns of agitation
among, but as a means of organisation of the workers

A tradé union section does not as yet exrst

. When . discussing . the . question., of: pleparatlons for
February 25tl1 and of settmg tasks, the memhers of the nucleus
who have never donc any serious work in. the factory, did. npt
believe in the success.of such work. however much they. were
as';ured ‘that . the comrades in the .Renauld factory -did
‘accorniplish certain things. It was plain that as they had: done
nothing as yet, they had not the courage to. start.to.work. At
the- [ast meeting of the Citroen nucleus, two:comrades from the
Renauld factory..were present. . They . greatly. encouraged. the

Citroen. comrades and the latter resolved to call a sympathlsurs
meetmga s s

. Here s an. cxtract taken from another document' of the CPF

“In Chapinol; -a "subutb of Nancy, ‘a-‘workers® ‘céntre, i we
havé: aPartynucleus, “but ‘we have:therd  also™al circle ot
" frecthinkers headed by a Comrunist. '[‘he Partv 'nucleus
qurte mac'l'rve bwt ‘the. freethmkers eircle rs \efv ac{we .

ERFR . S

‘hiitte  does nothing,

all.

:‘_N‘O‘:-'!‘:5 R

) Of course, I am not.opposed to.the organisation of :free-
thinkers’ circles, but I think that it would be better to make the
nucleus more active.

In the C.P. of Czechoslovakia, the nucleus bureau at Poldl-
nor does the fraction in the factory
committee do anything. Only five out of the 28 members of the
nucleus in the Prague Iron Works at Kladno do any work, a
The nucleus does not issue a factory newspaper.

I will not give any more examples of the bad work of the
nuclei of the C.P. of Czecho-slovakia.

Why did I not describe the work of the nuclei in ‘my own
words? We have often spoken and written in detail of how a
factory nuclei ought to work. Evidently we were not believed,
because there has been no great success in this work as yet.
I have quoted the documents of the Parties themselves. In these
documents are clearly shown what good results are. obtained
when the factory nucleus works well (Renauld factory) and
how bad matters are in factories when the factory nucleus does
not. work or works badly. Yesterday, “Comradé Thidlmann
pointed out that we cannot limit ourselves merely to nuctei in
the factories and that we need also revolutionary delegates.
We need -to_have feelers everywhere -either in the form™o6f

‘factory ‘Committees or as revolutionary trade tinion delcga!es.

or ‘as delegates to anti-fascist conferences, etec.  This °
absolutely right and absolutely neceéssary.  ‘But if factories haVe
no Party nucleus’ at all or if ‘they havé nuclei “which- work
badly, i.e. the factory nuclei -which are helple¢s and passive,
how can they lead, direct, give the line, point- out what tb’ do,
to the revolutionary delegates; to the" delegates at’ anti-fascist
conferences, groups of the trade union opposition and’ the Red
‘Trade Unions and-Red Factery Conimittees, or to- other groups
of mass proletarian organisations in:the factories? = =
German -practice (the:réle of the = factory coanmltteeg in
1923, when there ~were 1o factory nuclei)' has - shown: that
without nuclei revolutionary trade union delegates, factoty

“committees and ‘other mass organisations_in the factories with

very few exceptions,-will be passive, they will not know what
to do in most cases. Further, if there exists a smoothly weorking
organisation - of . reformist and social - democrats, many of the
-above. mentionéd revolutionary organisations will come under

their influence and. will be discredited in the eyes of the workers.

When the workers -elect anyone, they want to see his- work

-And if the  revolutionary .trade union delegates, the membe

of the factory committee, or - if other organs elected by-the
workers, vote -for the. dismissal of workers, they will not l{a:ve
any -autherity among the workers.... = . e

Of course, it is -not- sufficient for nuclel tO'CXlSt in the
factories. It is necessary for: them to-work well. " There -have
been cases when members-and secretaries of factory nuclei have
voted for the dismissal of workers in the factory committess while
the nuclei have madeé’ no objection.- The workers will aveid
such nuclei which allow their members to vote in favoinr: of
dismissals. Such. nuclei- will scarcely be able to ~unite the
delegates and other elected workers in the factory.” We must
activise: the factory nuclei .— . the - foundation of our orgati-
sations. The  Party cominittees should lead, control and assrst
them :in their difficult -and important work.:

In these factory” niclei, in spite of the fact that they ‘ate
passive, therg are’ deviations,’ both: of a' “left” sectarian
character as wel’ as of .a right opportutiist chargcter. - For
example, there have been. cases when membeérs of a nucleus
‘were notexpellod for- voting' in favour of dismissals.”" Is hot ‘this
opportunism in practice-of the deepest dye? Or when members
of factory nuclel will ‘not “talk to’ workers who are members bi
a- social democratic- party or° with members of the reformist
‘trade unions, ‘will ‘not cafry “on agitation among them “and
confine themselves -fiierely ‘to ‘cursing tliem, oh the ground thﬁt
they are all fascised, that they havs all'become’ reactrorrarnes.
that -all -of - them arg Zorgrebels -bs not - this the worst form oI
sectarianism? ~Of course,:we cannot have aty-suctess ‘among
the worker members ot thé-social: democratic -parties- and tlre
reformist trade unions if we ‘do-nothing but ‘curse at them:

“Only in oné” Comminist Party = the CP.G. = has aiiy
work been done-to transfer. the centre of activity to the ‘fattory,
which “doés not iéan; df ‘course; thatin this’ matter," evcrythmg
is well with the German Party.

’ During ‘the last election campaigh; the CP.G.” ‘transférred a
great part: of its dctivity to the factories, it organised reetir
of “Wworkets® it thé factories themselves; “and at factory gat.
Durmw the preparatrons ?or ﬂle melal workers stnke m Bérlm,
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the district Party organisations transferred workers’ meetingsfar from the factories and the speakers will not be comrades

into ‘the factories or near them, and this gave tremendous
results. But even during the strike, the work of the factory
nuclei was not noticeable. It did not exist. I have a document,
parts of which I will read, a document which was well written,
which gives an excellent picture of what kind of work was
done by the local Party organisations and groups of the TU
opposition in this Berlin strike of 140,000 metal workers. It is
in great detail, but not a word about the factory nuclei. 1 will
only read a few of the most important parts of this document:
“After September 16th 1930, 79 factory newspapers were
published (including 59 in the metal works)”. (It does not say
who published them.) “Leaflets were published by the nuclei
{which nuclei? Street nuclei or factory miclei?) “22 of them
with 51,000 copies. There were 94 factory meetings before the
strike and 122 during the strike”, (it does not show who called
the meetings). .
A (Comrade Neumann: The strike committee). ,
“46 metal works discussed the question of the metal workers
strike. 177 manifestations took place in factories. There were
18 factory demeonstrations. s ) t
and T.U. organs”. But not of factory nuclei. Nothing is saiq-
of ‘them in the report. But it says that ‘“the street nuclei
agitated at 78 factories and held 58 meetings”. The factory
nuclei in the factories which struck, evidently did not function
at all. The other factory nuclei were not drawn into the struggle
of the Berlin metal workers. B :
It is possible that the role of the factory nuclei was omitted
from- the document by accident,but the document speaks of
everything in such great detail that it cannot be the case that
" its authors forgot to mention the role of the foundation of the
Party — the factory nuclei —. It seems to me that the factory
nuclei can function and should function even during a strike at
their factory. ‘ ;
The same took place in the Ruhr province. . When the
miners’ strike was being prepared, it turned out that many
mincs in -which -there. were nuclei and groups of the revolu-
tionary T.U. opposition, and on which we counted as- certa.n
strikers, did not strike, while mines which we did not count on
.at all as being likely to join the struggle and in which there
were 1o nuclei and groups of the revolutjonary T.U. opposition,
truck. What does this show? Tt shows that we have not yet
established good contact with the factories and therefore the
pulse of life of the factories is not tiken into consideration by
many of the Party and revolutionary trade union organisations.
) The factory nuclei and, after them, the revolutionary T.U.
delegates, the groups of the T.U. opposition and the Red T.U.s are
working badly for the additional reason that in many Communist
Parties, Red Trade Unions and. T.U. oppositions the chief
campaigns are carried on apart from the factory nuclei, Red
~ Trade Unjons and groups of the T.U. opposition in the factories.
The C.P.G. is the only Party which has organised courses for
new members. But where were these courses organised? In
street nuclei and not iu factory nuclei: How could these new

members, even if they work in factories, be asked to go into

factory nuclei when they attend courses in’ the street nuclei,
when they have already settled down_and received some kind
of duties in them. In his report, Comrade Chemodanov said:
How .does it come ‘about- that -there are no Y:C.L. nuclei ‘in

places where ‘there are factory nuclei? -Comrade Chemodanov,-

it is just because most of the factory muclei are passive and
work badly. I there were properly functioning factory nuclei
in the factories, there would be groups of the T.U. opposition,
groups: of the T.U. unity and Y.C.L. nuclei. Tt could not be
etherwise. But as there are nuclei which work badly, they
not only fail to form Y.C.L. nuclei but they do not even know
the feelings of the workers. :

; ‘I‘,wish to say a little more about nuclei- in war factories.
This is a real problem at the present time. The revolutionary
workers; the members of the Red ‘trade unions and the T.U.
opposition. will be thrown out of them. Anyone who is connected
with the Party to. the slightest degree will be . thrown out,  if
not ‘immediately, then a little later. Therefore, the work must
Be organised in a different way in‘these factories than .in other
factories. . : . . :

. Maybe, we should  decentralise the organisations in such’

( ctories, “'set upgroup’ of ' thre¢, at the outside of five who

I appoirit a representative ‘fof contact with the shop' bureauw
s. -The nirclei will work mostly illegally, -
threugh the newpapers and leailets. Meetings will be called not

ot the factory nucleus.

There were 131 sessions of Party

‘their work on the basis gf the factory.

because

who work in the factory. At such factories, a Party committee
must be formed to which one member of the district commitiee
or the town committee who is well acquainted with mass work,
will be attached. These attached comrades must tirelessly
direct this work. It is a thousand times worse to be thrown
out of such factories than out of other factories, because it.is
harder to get into them than into other factories, even at times
of good trade. The factory management and its spies will select
reliable workers. But this does not mean that the groups of
three or five, the shop bureau and the Party committees in
these factories, must be passive and do nothing so that they
will not be thrown out of the war factory. They would then
be useless. They must be active so that their work will be felt,
but so that it will not be known who is carrying on the work.
A conveyor can carry proclamations as well as machine parts.

This problem must be raised and carefully studied by all
Communist Parties. To remain without nuclei in war factories
during a war, means to have omitted the most important thing.

Now I will give the propositions which I would formulate
for the improvement of the work in the factories:

The Communist Parties are faced with the same tasks as
last year: the transier of the center of activity of trade union and
Party work to the factories, for this task has not yet been
out by far. For this it is necessary: )

1) For the T.U. opposition and the Red T.U.s. to reconstruct

2) To review all the street nuclei and remove from them all
the workers who are working in factories, so as to strengthen the
existing factory nuclei, and if they work in factories where there
is no nucleus, then to form nuclei there.

3) Without giving up the eforts to atiract the unemployed:
to the Party, the Y.C.L., the Red T.U.s. and the T.U. opposition,
to increase to the maximum degree the recruiting of working men,
women and youths for these organisations directly from industry,
because the economic crisis is every day throwing. the revo-
lutionary workers more and more out -of the factories. (There
are very well drawn up statistics in the Berlin-Brandenburg
district committee on the social composition of the members who
are taken in by them. Everything is written in the greatest detail.
But one thing is missing — which of the new members work
in the factories and which’of them do not. And this is trem-
endously important.) If we take in employed workers at the
present time, this means that we get into industry at the time
when every worker is thinking that tomorrow he may be dis-
missed. The workers are not confident that they will not be dis-
missed tomorrow. It is easy to work with such workers in
industry. 1 do not mean by this that we should not accept un-
employed workers. Unemployed workers should be accepted
in all the organisations which are close to the Communist Party
and into the Communist Party. .

4) To pay attention to the improvement of the work in the
existing nuclei, groups of Red T.U. and the T.U. oppositon, and
the organisation of Party nuclei, groups of the Red T.U.s and the
T.U opposition in the big factories and in- the chief industries, in
war factories, transport, chemical works, etc.

3. The Fluctuation of Membership in the .
Communist Parties and Red Trade Unions
and its Causes. o
How do matters stand with regard to fluctuations in the
nimber. of members? ) : P T
In the C.P. of Germany there is a cértain phenomenen which -
I do 1ot know how. to explain, namely, between December and
January there are great variations in the number of members
of the Party.. The statistics on the number of membcrs in the
C.P. of Germany are drawn up on the number of paying
members. ) ‘ T
During the first hali of 1928 there were on the average
118,579 members of the Party; in the second half of 1928 there
were on the average 124,511 members. The difference bétween
the first and the second half ‘of 1928 was 5,454 members.
In-May, 1929, there were 105,744; in October 98,527; in
November 113,487 and in.December thefe were 135,160. The

~difference between May and December was 29,416.

(Comrade Thilmann: Between Christmas and New Year’s
Day they do not pay membership dues). o I
As for 1930, the figures I have are -contradictery,
those given by Comrade =~ Kreutzburg, the
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head of the Org. Dept. of the C.C. -of the CPG,
on January 30th, 1931 in his report to the E.C.C.I. do not
correspond with those which were recently published by the
Party press of the C.P.G. Evidently, the C.C. received addi-
tional information concerning the acceptance of new members
by local organisations for October, November and December,
only in February 1931.

Tn January 1930, there were 133,000 members paying
membership dues, in May there were 121,000, in November—
165,000 in December—176,000. (Yesterday, Comrade Thidlmann
gave the figure as 180,657 dues paying members at the end of
December, 1930. This same figure appears in the Party press
of the C.P.G.). The difference between January and December
is 43,000, and between May and December it is 55,000. If we
consider that in December there were 180,657 members, the
difference between May and December will be 59,657 members.
At the end of 1928, the C.P.G. had 124,511 members. In 1929
about 50,000 members were accepted. There should have been
that year 174,000, but in December 1929. there were only 135,160
members. This means that 39,000 persons left the Party.

The fluctuations in 1930 are very striking if we take the
figures by quarters. In the first quarter, 23,548 new members
were accepted. In the second quarter, 15,588 were accepted; in
the third quarter 39,106, and in the fourth quarter 64,844, a total
of 143,056, i.e. more than there were in the C.P.G. at the
beginning of the year. In January 1930, the Party had 133,600
dues paying members. It to this we* add 143,056 who were
accepted during 1930, we get 276,056. But at the end of December,
there were only 180,657 members, which means that during 1930
the member of members who left the Party was 95.399. It is
true that the number of new members who remain in the C.P.G.
— 47,657 members—i$ approximately as many as the total
membership of the C.P.s of France, England and. America
together But the tremendous number of 95,000 members
went back.

There are very good symptoms during the last two months.
Yesterday Comrade Thidlmann said that at the end of February,
the C.P.G. had 206,000 members. In December there were 180.657
members, in January 1931, 19,820 were accepted, in February
evidently 5.523 were accepted which' makes a total of 206.000
members. (I do not know exactly how many were accepted in
February.) This means that fluctuations considerably decreased
for these two months in 1931. Previouslv there was an increase
from October to December because the Party members paid their
membership dues better, but commencing with January there
was a fall lasting till the middle of the year. Membership dues
were paid most of all in the last two months of every year. If
in January and February this year the number of members did
not decrease, but on the contrary increased, it means that the
fluctuations in January and February have grown less. If the
C.P.G. can put a stop to fluctuations, it will obtain tremendous
successes, because an inflow of 143,000 members during the
course of one year shows that the Party has enormous attractive
force. [ think that some of the workers who left the Party could
have been retained. I shall speak of this again.

The C.P.Cz. At the beginning of 1929, there were 81,432
members in the Party. This is a figure which the present leaders
do not question. Previously they gave bigger figures. In October
1929 there were only 48,000. In the first quarter of 1930, there
were 30,212, in April 24,000, in May 35,593, on July Ist, 1930
37,181, in the fourth quarter of 1930 there were 37,998. And now
the Czech comrades say that they have about 40,000 members.

The number of members accepted this year is a secret. We
do not know it. The number who left is also unknown to us. But
I am convinced that there are great fluctuations in the C.P.Cz.

(Comrade Gottwald: 10%).
Gottwald says 10%, but I think that it is still more.

But even that is good, and the Party has scored a great
success in ceasing to go. downwards, and instead of that, has
risen ever since April. | must say that if there is now an inflow
of members into the Party and the trade unions, it is because the
C.P.Cz. has worked well among the unemployed. The workers
saw that this is the only Party which is really fighting for the
proletariat, but not because the Red trade unions of Czecho-
slovakia have worked well. I would not say that. Let Comrade
Zapotocky whe is here tell us how work was carried on among

the workers by the Red trade unions in 1930. It will be very

useful,

_C.P. of Great Britain. We have information from 6 districts
out of 9. In the period from May to Novembre 1930, 423 members
joined these 6 districts and 518 left. Apparently things are
slightly better in the C.P.G.B. now. It has accepted about 300
members more, but 1 do not know how many have left, and
Comrade Pollitt did not say anything about this in his speech
yesterday. '

C.P.U.S.A. In October 1929, there were 8,800 members of
the Party. From December 1929 -to July 1930, 7,178 members
were accepted. This means that there should be 15978, but in
July 1930, there were 10,768 members. Thus, 5,210 members left
the Party (2,010 old members and 3,200 of the new members).

C.P. of France. | have no exact figures. We have had to
search for the figures. The situation is as follows: In 1929 the
Party had 45,000 members. In 1930 it had 38,240 members, in
1931 35,000 members. For the same years the Y.C.L. had: 1929
7,347 (the.figure given by Comrade Chemodanov), in 1936 6,000
and in 1931 3,350 members. However, the C.P.F. is taking in hew
members all the time, and in spite of that it is going downwards:
This is not only true of the Party and the Y.C.L. The same is
taking place in the Red trade unions. I cannot give the exact
figures for the fluctuations in the Red trade unions, but there aré
many documents speaking of a decline in membership, and the
leading comrades of the unions openly talk about it. And this
is taking place at a time when the proletariat of France are

fighting, wish to fight, when a mass of strikes are spontaneously

breaking out.

What are the causes of the fluctuations? Yesterday, Coms=
rade Tdhlmann pointed out that fluctuations take place because
the street nuclei and the factory nuclei work badly. I should
like ‘to extend this formulation. It is not only the nuclei which
“work badly”. o

(Comrade Thilmann: They are one of the most important
factors). .

Of course, the nuclei should be the foundation of the Party.
But in most cases the district committees and the town com=
mittees and the provincial committees work badly, and some=
times we may go even a little bit higher the C.C. (Laughter.)

(Comrade Thilmann: And still higher.) (Laughter.)

Comrade Thilmann points to us. I should be the last to say
that I or comrades like me always do what is necessary. at the
right time to signalise mistakes in the work of the local party
organisations of the Sections of the C.. We are, however,
guiltless of this sin. Commencing from 1924, we have all, the
time been saying and writing in the Party press and in the
letters and documents to the C.C.s of the Communist Parties on
the necessity of transferring the centre of activity of Party and
trade union work into the factory and of the necessity of improv-
ing the work of all units of the Communist Parties, Red trade -
unions and the T.U. opposition. I can confirm that which Com-
rade Thidlmann said yesterday and which we agreed upon long
ago, namely, the conclusion that fluctuations are caused by bad
work. I will try to prove this by documents from the C.P.s
themselves.

One of the causes of fluctuation is undoubtedly unemplov=
ment. There is tremendous unemployment among Party mem-
bers, even in Germany. If in Germany only 20 to 22% of the
members of the Party in 1931 are working in factories, that
means that 78 to 80% of the members are unemployed. They
travel from district to district, from town to town, and part of
the members are lost. But unemployment is not the chief reason
for tire fluctuations of the members. If all sections of the Party
and trade union organisations worked well, it. would be possible
to attract the unemployed Party members into work at least
among the unemployed, into the unemployed committees, give
them Party papers, leaflets. etc. to distribute. They might be used
on Party and trade union work and in this way we could keep
contact ‘with them. The chief cause of fluctuations among the
memebers is undoubtedly the bad work of the Party and trade.
union organisations and organs. .

Here is a short quotation from America:

“The comrades of the Chicago district, for example, point
out that one of the sub-district organisations which includes the
biggest industrial centres (e.g. St. Louis, with a population of
over one million) carries on all the work itself and has not y:
succeeded in forming a collective leadership in the form of sub-
district committees with departments. '
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. In-a number of districts, the district organisers are approxi-
mately at the same level of development. In some sections such
as Seattle, Kansas  City, Butte, Denver, etc., the whole of the
work of the organisations is on the shoulders of one person —
the district organiser. He distributes the “Daily Worker”, goes
tound to workers’ houses, speaks at street and factory meetings,
etc. The comrades here have not yet solved the question of how
to bring in new elements to the work of the district organisation
and in this way to improve and lighten the work of leadership.”

Can we developed extensive activity of the Partv organisa-
tions and deal with all the work if we organise in this manner?
Of course not. Here is an extract from the report of Comrade
Martin at the Secretariat of the C.C. of the C.P.F. (He was sent
by the C.C. of the C.P.F. as an instructor in the coal district
of Gard — the Languedoc Party district.) He writes: “Although
I expressed my impressions of the coal district of Gard to the
Secretary of the District Committee, it will also be useful to
inform you of the situation of the Party organisation there. The
situation is pitiful. There is no other district where we have such
great possibilities of strengthening our organisation and where
we have shown such a lack of ability to utilise the situation,
Sixteen municipal councillors and twelve Unitarian miner dele-
gates are representatives chiefly on paper, they do very little
that is really practical if we look at their activity from the po:nt
of view of the Party line.

Our Party has not a solid basis in the factories. We have
seats in the municipalities, but the Communist line is not car-
ried on there. N

The leadership of the district is extremely weak. The
Secretariat has no authority among the elected representatives,
nor influence among the masses.

... The miners’ delegates have much free time which could
be used by the Party organisation. However, nothing is done
‘in this direction.

... The delegates regularly put questions to the miners.
Then they write a report to the prefect. and that is all. If the
prefect does not reply to the report, the delegates writes another
letter.

... During the catastrophes.at Alsdori and Saar I demanded
that the question of these catastrophes should be put on the
'genda of all nuclei, the trade union sections, and factory meet-
ngs, and that this question should be examined from the point

of view of the general situation of the miners at Gard. However,.

this was not done.

... It would be difficult to have a more favourable platform for
a trade union and Party campaign, in order to form committees
of struggle. However, nothing was done...The chief blame
belongs to the leaders of the trade union and the leaders of the
district Party organisation. No one gives the necessary directives
to the delegates.

... Our municipal councils are scandalous. No one can
distinguish them from the bourgeois municipal councils. There
is no Communist work. In the Communist municipalities inertness
and passivity is so great that the priests have a predominating
influence. The district Party organisation which does not give
the necessary directives is chiefly to blame.”

The situation in the Eastern and the Lyons Party districts
and in the Troyes district is not much better. I have here the
reports from many Party districts which were sent to the C.C.
I will not read them all, I will only give a few excerpts from the
documents of the Paris Party District. I will give extracts from
the discussion at a session of the bureau of the Paris Party
district on February 25th 1931 on the trade union question.

The Secretary of the Paris district, Comrade Selor, said:
“You have not yet made business-like preparations for a struggle.
The work is being carried on badly. You have lost members
and in addition there remain tendencies to work passively. For
the taxi-drivers at the end of September 1930 we proposed at

one mee‘ting to form a commission to work out the demands for
the abolition of the percentage basis of pay. And what have we °

done all this time since the end of September? The question has
not even been raised before the workers,

... Among the leather workers and fur workers. we agreed

to put forward the uswval annual demands of the bootmakers

‘hen the busy season starts, What is the situation now? The

me when these demands should have been put forward has
been allowed to pass. :

... I should add that the demands have nowhere been passed
on to the masses. During the last few months, nothing has been
done\anywhere to form a strike fund.

Conclusion: phraseology, wordiness, are becoming ever more
deeply rooted. This must cease. Otherwise the situation for us
will be the same as in August, i.e. our work will be empty and
we shall not make an effective step towards the preparation of
struggles.”

This was said by the secretary of the Paris region, Comrade
Selor. 1 think that comments would be superfluous. At the same
session, Comrade Semard stated: "In the 20th district organt-
sation (Paris District) and in the trade union movement, no
advance has been made because we have not been able to
overcome our weakness from the point of view of organisation
and the leadership of the work.

... All this arises from the fact that we are badly lagging
behind from the point of view of our methods in the trade union
movement.”

After all this, can we wonder that—

“...in previous years we had no time to change the member-
ship cards for the navvies because the comrades came to the
trade union office in such great numbers. This yvear on the
contrary the comrades do not come to us” (these are the words
of Arachard, from the minutes of the District Bureau of the Paris
Party distfict on January 13, 1931), and that “...the member-

\Ship of the 20th district Party organisation of the Paris district
has fallen. We are finishing the year with a reduction of 20 000
supporters™.

These are not my words. It is the statement of Comrade
Murrat from the minutes of the District Bureau of the Paris
Party on December 23, 1930. .

One more small quotation from the report of the instructor
of the E.C.C.L.:

“The leaders of the Paris district without question must
carry on a great deal of work, because the district gives the
impression that it has been witheut any leadership until very
recently. It is true that Selor is now there and he takes his work
seriously”.

I could quote similar documents from all the Parties of the
Comintern in capitalist countries. Neither the Communist Parties
nor the T.U. opposition and the Red Trade Unions, nor the Y.C.L.
with few exceptions, have yet succeeded in utilising to the
necessary extent the growing dissatisfaction of the worker and
peasant masses in connection with the world economic and
agrarian crisis, owing to the insufficient or bad work of the
local Party, T.U.,, Y.C.L. and other kindred organisations. There-
fore, it is not wonder that there is such a great fluctuation in the
membership of all Communist Parties, Y.C.L. organisations, Red
Trade Unions and other mass organisations.

In the C.P.G. measures have been taken to reduce fluctu-
ations. The mere fact that short courses have been organised
for new members, which has not been done by any other Party,
at any rate I do not know of any, attracts a large proportion
of the members into the work. But in other Parties unfortun-
ately this does not take place. Hundreds of thousands of non-
Party workers actively assist the Communist Party in election
campaigns and during strikes. but many of them have not yet
joined the Party and the Red Trade Univns. Many of them who
do enter the C.P. and the Red Trade Unions, afterwards leave
them because they expect from these organisations militant
activity, while in many cases our organisations function badly.

What should be done to reduce fluctuations?

1. Improve the work of the nuclei, district committees, town
committees and provincial committees.

2. Set practical work for the new members.

3. Form circles and short for the new members.

4. Instruct the C.C.s. of the C.P.s. to study the causes -of
fluctuations and to remove all canses which make it impossible
for Party members to remain in it.

5. Reconstruct the system of statistics of Party members
in such a way that it will be seen how many members are in
the Party, how many pay membership dues., and, chiefly, how
many have been drawn into active Party work. The greater the
proportion drawn into Party work, the smaller will be the pro-
portion of those who leave the Communist Party. We can and
must keep such statistics. }

The general conclusions from all that I have said to-day:
are as follows:
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a) The bad work of the Party organisations. increases
fluctuations and prevents us from bringing in the militant revo-
lutionary workers.

b) The absence of a great change in the matter of trans-
ferring the centre of activity of Party and T.U. work to the
factories does not reallv make it possible for the C.P.s., the
Red Trade Unions and the T.U. Opposition to fight against the
influence of the social democrats and reformists in the factories,
to enlarge their membership by an inflow of workers from the
factories, to know the feelings of the workers, to organise the
strugele against the attack of the capitalists. When the active
elements of the C.P.. the Red Tarde Unicns and the T.U. Oppo-
sition are removed by the bourgeoisie during the time of war,
the only possibility for successiul work in the industrial centres,
in the factories. will be on condition that there are well
functioning nuclei (the revolutionary delezates in Berlin during
the world war of 1914-18 carried on a tremendous amount of
work, and thev showed how neccessary it is to have revo-
lutionary organisations in the factories).

¢) The absence of strong and energetic committees and
councils of the unemployed and of systematic work among

-strugele |

them — abstract slogans and abstract agitation among the
unemployed. the prevalence of demonstrations while other forms
and methods of concrete work are not adopted — does not make
it possible to organise the broad masses of workers for the
to recruit them into the Red Trade Unions, the T.U.
opposition and other mass organisations and into the Party.

d) In view of the weakening of the work in the reformist
and other trade union organisations, the absence of the
systematic publication of factory papers and the wide
distribution of the Party press which, unfortunately. does not
increase but decreases, we have not been able organisationally
to seize on the growing political influence of the Party among
the masses. :

e) We must make determined efforts to abolish these
phenomena which prevent us bringing abcut a real change in
Party work. in the work of the Y.C.L., the Red T.U.s. and the
T.U. opposition. so that the Comintern, the Profintern and all
their Sections will be able successfully to organise, lead and
carry to victory the proletariat in the coming struggles against

the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, for the dictatorship of the

proletariat.
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