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For Complete

and General Disarmament!

Full Text of Spee¢h Delivered by Comrade Litvinov at the
Geneva;World “Disarmament” Conierence.

~ Our President and previous speakers have told us that this
conference has no precedent, and no one will disagree with
this. The conference is without precedent, not only on account
of the number of states represented, but also—and principally—
on account of the vast demands made upon it by humanity,
-+and the enormous importance of ity outcome, whatever this
may be,

This conference meets as the result of 10ng—~we think too
long—preliminary work. But this: preliminary stage is now
. over. The present conference is face to face with the problem
. of disarmament, which demands a practical solution without
further delays or temporising, without digression for the
study of continually arising preliminary conditons.

The foundations of this conference were laid during the
Great War, also an event without precedent, both as to scope
and consequences. For the first time in history the peoples
have been drawn in their millions into the battlefield; indeed,
in some countries almost the whole male population was
mobilised, and the correlation of class forces and social-
political factors was very different from that in former wars.

In the very thick of the war the voice of protest against
war made itself heard and the cry “war on war” was raised.
The war itself could only be kept going, and millions of victims
. engulfed, by calling it “the last war”,

And yet the whole history of international relations since
this so-called “last war” has been marked by a steady and
systematic increase in the armed forces of all states and by
a colossal increase in the burden of militarism.

The creation of the League of Nations itself and the
8th article of its Covenant already referred to by several
speakers, were nothing but a faint tribute to popular demands
for the fulfilment of the promises given by their governments
that the great war should indeed be the “last war”, to the
demands of the masses of the workers, grown more enlightened
and beginning to take a direct part in political life. In the
years ensuing on the war—years of universal impoverishment,
of the healing of wounds, both on the part of the defeated
and the victorious,—the popular clamour for the abolition of
war increased, and cannot, in the opinion of the Soviet Delega-
tion, be satisfied by the stabilisation or slight reduction of
armaments or war budgets,— what is required is to find a way
for putting an end to war.

The Soviet Government is not taking part in this confer-
ence on account of formal obligations, and not under any
stimulus from outside. From the very first days of its existence
it condemned war as an instrument of national policy, by
deeds as well as by words, declared against all contributions
and territorial annexations, and the oppression of any nation
by any other, and proclaimed the principle of national self-
determination. Ever since it has in its own policy pursued
with strict consistency the line of peaceful and loyal co-opera-
tion with other states. Once war is excluded as an instrument
of national policy the Soviet Government sees no need. for
maintaining armies and other armed forces and, on its first
appearance at an international conference—at Genoa ten
vears ago—it proposed. total general disrrmament as the only
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way of putting an end to war. It renewed this proposal as
soon as it was invited to take part in the work of the Preparat-
ory Commission for Disarmament. In making this proposal my
government took into consideration the demands and claims
of the peoples throughout the world as well as the spirit of
its own people.

The Soviet .Delegation urged at the Preparatory Com-
mission the speediest possible realisation of its proposal. At
the same time we pointed out the imminent danger of new
wars and that the only means of averting this danger, under
the economie system existing in most countries, would be
total disarmament, and that no treaties, pacts, protocols or
international organisations could create real security for all
countries. Our point of view was disputed in the Commission.
Our warnings as to the imminent possibility of new wars
were ridiculed. We were accused of pessimism and of
exaggerating the danger. We were told that it was “security”
that was required and that this security could be achieved
by a system of treaties, protocols and other international
undertakings, suggested by the League of Nations, and that
there was no hurry about disarmament.

Only a few years have passed since this controversy and
what do we see now? The Disarmament Conference had to
begin to the accompaniment of the distant rumbling of cannon
and the explosions of bombs from the air. Two states, mutually
bound by the League of Nations’ Convenant, and the Paris
Treaty of 1928, have. been in a state of war, de facto if not
de jure for 5 months. No war may as yet have been registered
with a .notary public, but vast territories in one of these
countries have been occupied- by the armed forces of the other,
and battles in which all sorts of armaments are being employed
and thousands.are being killed and wounded, are being waged
between the. regular troops of both countries,

True all this is going on far away from Geneva, far away
from Europe, but who is so optimistic as to assert in good
faith that the military activities which have begun will be
limited to two countries only or to one continent only? Who
is"ko optimistic as- to assure us confidently that the events
in the Far East are not the beginning of a new war, which
in extent, scope and—thanks to the latest technical inven-
tions—horror, may eclipse the sinister fame of the last war?
Continents are no longer economically and politically isolated.
There are countries belonging to more than one continent.
There are not many neighbours in Europe without serious
territorial accounts to settle. The extent of disputed frontiers
is greater now than it was before the war. Can we be sure
that these differénces will not be thrown into the melting
pot, if a single one of the European states should be dragged
into war? Granted that all this may not happen, that the fire
in the Far East may be kept within local bounds, even then
can we be sure that similar fires will not break out in other
parts of the world? What is to prevent this? International
organisations and pacts? But we have seen that they are
incupable of either preventing or ending military activities
in the Far East, with all the consequences of these activities.

. Public opinion? It is still more impotent. And after all
what is public opinion? Has it ever been unanimous anywhere,
or served a single purpose? Public opinion, as expressed in the
press or through public bodies, serves various interests, the
multiple interests of various countries aud of capitalist groups,
of private enterprise and even of individuals in these countries.
Have not the acts of violence going on under our very eyes
in the Far East, their advocates and instigators in the press,
even the press of countries not immediately concerned? Have
we not read quite lately articles in both Kuropean and Ame-
rican papers, urging the necessity and efficacy of the extension
of the war in the Far East and actually suggesting that war
would be a way out of the crisis, of that very ecrisis the
acuteness of which must be ascribed to.the late war and its
consequences?
~ Nor can the limitdtion of armaments be expected to
prevent the arising of fresh wars. At the present moment all
states are sufficiently supplied with armaments—and arma-
ments sharp enough and destructive enough—to conduct a war,
in comparison with which the Great War would appear mere
child’s play. The reduction of armaments is equally incapable
of guaranteeing us against any war, especially if such
reduction is not very radical and is not carried out with the
conscioys purposé of placing obstacles in the way of war.

" The Soviet Delegation, basing its attitude upon the needs
of the present moment, and the demands of the popular
masses, those demands which necessitated all the preliminary

.Y

work of the Conference and which called the Conference
itself into being, would sum up the problem before us in the
words: “security against war”. It is this that distinguishes
our conception of security from the conception of other dele-
gations, many of whom, when they speak of security mean
the assuring of the utmost possible chances of vietory to a
state subjected to attack. The Soviet Delegation considers
that we must endeavour to make war itself: impossible since
it is the people who suffer, both in the victorious and
defeated countries, and moreover, as the last war has shown
us, the people in all countries. The Soviet Delegation appraises
from this -standpoint all proposals made to the Preparatory
Commission or to be made to this'Conference, including the
French proposals, which are worthy of more than a mere
passing allusion. It is, indeed, as a mark of respect that 1
respond to the invitation of the French Delegation, to eriti-
cise and discuss its proposal.

First and foremost it must be stated that from the point
of view of the reduction of armaments the French proposals
scarcely bring us nearer to our aim, inasmuch as they: are
preliminary conditions requiring to be accepted before any
sort of reduction of armaments is to be made on the part of
France. The discussion of these conditions would actually
convert this Conference into a preparatory conference for a
future disarmament confegence, requiring perhaps no  less
time than did the Preparatory Commission. It must be remem-
bered that these proposals represent the further development
and materialisation of what is known as the Geneva Protocol,
which has been before the League of Nations for seven
years, provoking wide controversy and so far unaccepted. We
have no grounds to assume that the same protocol, pushed to
its logical conclusion, will meet with greater unanimity
than before. It would become a question of the creation of
a new international organisation with considerable powers,
and consequently of the creation of a new _covenant,‘W’lth
regulations for the disposition of an international army, for
the definition of aggression; a host of problems fru_ltlessly
debated for ten years in the League of Nations, with the
addition of new and. still more complicated ones would spring
up. Even now, as far as 1 know, there is no precise inter-
pretation recognized by all members of the League, of the
16th and other articles of the Covenant, and the rules for
their application passed in 1921. To spend time over these
questions in the present acute state of political and economic
international antagonisms would mean, as far as disarmament
is concerned, to put the clock back years if not decades.

The French proposals, however, as I have already said,
interest us most of all from the point of view of thplr
capacity to create security against war, and 1 shoy]d like
to dwell upon this question in somewhat more detail.

What then is the gist of the proposals of the. French
Delegation? It is proposed to create a new army, to consist
of a certain number of military bomb-carriers, scattered over
various “countries or concentrated in a single place, and a
certain number of troops reserved in various countries for
special purposes. In other words, an army, of say a few
hundred thousand men, is to be adequately equipped, for the
purpose of joining the forces of a state recognized to have
been the vietim of attack. A state which intends to attack
another will have in advance to reckon not only with the .
forces of its immediate ememy but also with those of an
army so to speak allied to it. Does this imply that the
aggressive party will inevitably refrain from attack? Have
we not had experience enough of allies and allied armies, and -
have they ever been the slightest guarantee against war?
Many a state in the past, when preparing for war, has had to
reckon in advance that it would be up against more than
one state, and this consideration has not invariably prevented
it from ecarrying out its war-like intentions. Either it has
provided itself with allies, or made its programme  of
armaments to outweigh all possible forces of the enemy
side. All that an aggressive state would have to do then
would be to take into consideration the forces of the inter-
national army also, in laying its plans. .

Again, it is obvious that such an international army
is not likely to be very big. We cannot assume that even
those states which are adjacent to the theatre of war will
be able or willing (except in very special cases) to send
large forces to take part in a war not direetly concerning
them, especially when they themselves have accounts to
settle with the state they are called upon to assist. Supposing:
then that a strong state, capable in time of war of
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mustering an ‘army running into millions, attacks a state
many times weaker than itself! Tt is quite obvious that a
few hundred thousand more soldiers on the side of the weaker
state would not be a decisive factor, and therefore such an
international army, far from preventing war, could not even
always ensure the victory to the side attacked.
And this is not all, What guarantees would there be that
such.an international army would be put into operation, and
~ that in good time, before the weaker party to a conflict was
crushed? What guarantees would there be that the aggressor
will really be found and that when he is found it will really
be he? These questions are by no means idle, by no means
theoretical, but have been suggested by well known facts of
international life very present in the minds of us all.
Supposing an armed ‘conflict is going on somewhere, whether
it has the official stamp of war or not. First of all it must
be established who is the aggressor and who the vietim, and
whether there has been an infringement of international
treaties and undertakings binding upon both parties? In most
cases this is by no means a complicated matter. The
unsophisticated man in the street would have little difficulty
in giving an answer to these questions and no doubt his
answer would be the right one. But when it is international
organisations and individual governments who have to give
the answer they are not always ready with it, and are
reduced to issuing appeals, exhortations and threats simul-
taneously to both sides. I merely use this supposition for the
- sake of argument. But now I would ask—should such a
conflict arise in the future what guarantees would there be
that the existing or some new international organisaztion, at
whose disposal the international army would be, would be
able or desirous to establish which is the guilty side? After
all, it can hardly bombard both sides simultaneously, so as
to make sure of hitting the aggressor! What, I ask, are the
guarantees that a new international organisation, or the
existing one with increased actual power, will really be able
or willing to use such power for the defence of the weaker,
for the protection of the attacked against the attacker.

National egoism has been mentioned here as an obstacle
to international action. Apparently this egoism shows itself
not only in the decisions of individual governments, but
finds its way into the proposals and decisions of the represen-
tatives of these governments at international organisations,
paralysing their action or giving it an undesirable turn. If
such cases have occurred in the past what is to prevent them
from occurring again? More, what are the guarantees that,
since this egoism admittedly exists, an international army
would not be exploited in the interests of some state which
has won for itself a leading position in‘the international
organisation through separate alliances, ententes and agree-
ments? There is not a word about the prohibition of such
alliances in the French proposals.

I shall be told that the stronger and more actual the
means of pressure at the disposal of an international organi-
sation, the more resolutely will it act. I venture -to doubt this.
If states represented in such an organisation, either from fear
of upsetting their relations with the aggressor, or from other
egoistic ‘nationalist considerations, cannot always  agree to
. the use of even feeble means of pressure for the aversion and

ending of conflicts, how much more are they likely to hesitate
‘before applying such powerful weapon as the dispatch of
their own armies. This being so, is it to be expected that
states will be sufficiently imbued with the necessary con-
" fidence in an international organisation and in its impar-
tiality, to entrust their security to it, and place their own
national troops at its disposal?

The question of an international army arose and was

. discussed, if I am not mistaken, 13 years ago, when the
Covenant of the League of Nations was being drawn up, and
it was then decided in the negative. And at that time there
was much more faith in international organisations than
. now. As for international differences and national egoism,
surely these have not been diminished during the last 13
years! A glance over events in the sphere of international
economic relations will suffice to convince us of this.

I pass over the question of the extent to which the Soviet
Union could be expected to confide its security and a part of
its own armies to an international organisation consisting
largely of states openly hostile to .it, even to the extent of
refusing to maintain normal relations with it. The workers
and peasants of the Soviet Union are more likely to see in

an international army created in such conditions, a threat
to their country.

I feel bound, therefore, to state frankly that as far as
security against war, and, therefore, -securily of states, are
concerned the French -proposals arouse grave doubts in our
minds. The Soviet Delegation is thereby only strengthened
in its conviction that the only infallible way to the solution
of the problem of the organisation of peace, the problem of
the averting of war, the problem of assuring security to all
nations, is the way recommended by it, the way of general
and total disarmament,

It would, however, be wrong to infer from what I have
said that the Soviet Delegation denies the importance and
efficacy of all other ways of consolidating peace short of total
disarmament. The Soviet Government has shown its readiness
for international cooperation by taking part in a series of
international congresses and organisations and by the proposals
which it brought before them. )

Nor do we underrate the importance of international
treaties and undertakings for pgace. My government adhered
to the 1928 Paris Treaty at the time and even put it into force
with neighbouring states earlier than was done by the Treaty’s
own initiators. My government itself makes a practice of
concluding mutual non-aggression paets which it considers
infinitely more significant than multi-lateral or general
treaties. It has always proposed non-aggression pacts to all
states. These pacts are a kind of acid test for making other
states display their spirit, whether peaceful or the reverse.
When a pact proposed by us to a state is immediately accepted
and put into force, a certain stability in the relations between
the two states may be affirmed, When such a proposal is not
immediately accepted but considered for years, and even after
the first letter of the signature has been appended to it a
period of meditation ensues, and the completion of the signa-
ture is postponed, there is naturally less feeling of confidence.
But still more serious doubts of a peaceful spirit arise with
regard to states which categorically reject proposals for the
conclusion of a pact of non-aggression, either on some excuse
or other, or without giving any excuse. It is then obviously
impossible to deny the importance of international pacts as
a means of discovering the peaceful or hostile attitude of
another state. In addition it must be admitted that the
conclusion of a non-aggression pact increases the guilt of the
aggressor in cases of disturbance of the peace. Such pacts
cannot, however, be considered an actual guarantee against
war. Total and general disarmament is the only effective
guarantee against war and its devastating effects.

The Soviet Delegation submitted to the Preparatory
Commission for the Disarmament Conference a draft con-
vention for total disarmament, to be realised in the course of
four years. This was four years ago, and it will hardly be
denied that if our proposal had been accepted at the time,
the events in the Far East would not have occurred, there
would have been no threats of a new world war, and the
economic ecrisis now being almost universally experienced,
would undoubtedly have been less acute.

The idea of total universal disarmament is distinguished
from all other plans by its simplicity and by the easé with
which it could be carried out and with which its realisation
could be controlled. A plan for total disarmament would elimi-
nate all those difficult and thorny questions which made the
work of the Preparatory Commission so long drawn-out,
condemned to sterility the innumerable international con-
ferences of the last few years held in various capitals on the
question of disarmament, and gave rise to those gloomy fore-
casts with which this Conference has been met. Identical
security and equality of conditions for all countries could only
be arrived at by means of total disarmament. As regards control

“Rote Fahne” Suppressed for Fourteen Days.
Berlin, 15th February 1932,

The “Rote Fahne”, the central organ of the Communist
Party of Germany in Berlin, was suppressed to-day by the
Police President, the social democrat Grzesinski. The suppres-
sion took place allegedly because the newspaper published an
appeal of the revolutionary trade union movement against
the new attack on the social insurance benefits. Both com-
munist daily newspapers in Berlin, the morning “Rote
Fahne” and the evening “Nachrichten” are now suppressed.

-The “Rote Fahne” will appear again on the 1st March.
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it is sufficiently cbvicus that it would be much easier to find
a state out when making tanks, cannon, machine-guns, bombing
planes, in spite of an international undertaking, than dif it
were only inereasing its output of these weapons above the
percentage internationally established. It would be easier to
find a state out when training its population in the use of
machine-guns and bomb-throwing, in the face of international
prohibition, than if it were merely increasing its army above
the percentage laid down.:

I must, however, once again emphasise the fact that the
Soviet Delegation has by no means come here merely to put
before you yet another time its proposal for total and general
disarmament, or to declare that we are determined to have all
or nothing, complete disarmament or none at all. We have no
illusions whatsoever as to the fate in store for our proposition.
Our Delegation, ladies and gentlemen, is ready to discuss with
you any proposals tending to reduce armaments, and the
further such reduction goes, the more readily will the Soviet
Delegation take part in the work of the Conference, Consider-
ing the draft convention drawn up by the Preparatory Com-
mission altogether inadequate, the Soviet Delegation will
advocate ‘here its own draft for the reduction of armaments,
which, however, it regards merely as the first step towards
total disarmament.

I would remind the Conference that the Soviet Delegation
was the first to propose, in its second draft convention put
before the Preparatory Commission, the complete destruction
of the most aggressive types of armaments, including:

1. tanks and super-heavy long-range artillery; .

. ships of ‘upwards of 10,000 tons displacement;

. naval artillery of over 12 inch. ealibre; ’

. aircraft carriers;

. military dirigibles;

- heavy bombing planes, all stock of air bombs and any
other means of destruction for use from airplanes;

- all means and -apparatus for chemical, incendiary and
bacteriological warfare.

1 G oUA oo

The Soviet Delegation proposed the complete prohibition
of air bombing, and not only beyond the limits of a definite
area. It also proposed not merely to refrain from chemical
warfare but actually from preparing for it in time of peace.

All these proposals remain in full force for the present
Conferenge.

The Soviet Delegation will recommend_ the progressive
proportional method as the most impartial and equitable
method for the reduction of armaments, allowing for facilities
and exceptions in favour of weaker countries, in danger of
aggression. .It will warmly support any proposals approaching
or outstripping its own, It will support the -equal rights of
atll{partircdpvants in the Conference, and equal security for all
states. .

- The country I represent is in a less favourable position
as regards security than other countries. Only 14 years age,
it was the object of armed attack on all its frontiers, of
blockade and of political and economic boycott. For 14 years
it has been the object of indeseribable slander and hostile
campaigns. Even now many states, including one .of the
strongest naval powers, do not conceal their hostility to it,
even to the extent of refusing to establish normal peacefil
relations, and many states maintaining normal relations with
it have refused to conclude or confirm pacts of non-aggression.
The present events in the Far East, which have evoked
universal alarm, cannot but cause special anxiety in the Soviet
Union, owing to its geographical nearness to the theatre of
thesa events, where huge armies are operating, and where
anti-Soviet Russian emigrés are mobilising their forces.
Despite all this T am empowered to declare here the readiness
of the Soviet Union to disarm to.the same extent and at the
same rate to which the other powers, first and foremost those
actually at its borders may agree. | A

 Here I feel bound to express once more that no measures
for the reduction of armaments can meet the pressing needs
of the present times. :

The political and economic differences existing between
various states have become considerably intensified
since the Great War and owing to the crisis. are inevitably
and rapidly leading to a new armed conflict between nations.
Thig conflict; owing to modern improvements in-the weapons
of destruction, threatens humanity with incredible disasters,
unprecedented devastation. The impending meunace of war is

causing universal salarm and arousing -universal suspicion.

>

This alarm and suspicion, together with the burden of taxa-
tion imposed upon the people for the maintenance by states
of huge armed forces are nourishing and intensifying the
present economic crisis, which is felt in all its weight first
and foremost by the working classes. In these circumstances
the task of the hour is not the repetition of any attempt to

achieve the reduction of armaments or war budgets, the reali- .

sation of which is bound to come up against tremendous
obstacles, but the actual prevention of war, through the crea-
tion of effective security against war. This task can only be
carried out by means of total and general disarmament.

The Soviet Delegation will move a resolution to this effect,
convinced as it is that there would be no external obstacle
to the carrying out of general disarmament if the governments
here represented show their readiness for it.

The sole aim of the Soviet Government is the building up
of socialism on the territory of the Soviet Union, and in the
face of the successful accomplishment of the first Five-Year
Plan, of colossal achievements in every sphere of economic
life, it seems to the Soviet Delegation that what has been
obvious from the beginning must by now be as clear asdaylight
to all and sundry—namely that the Soviet Union requires, .
neither the increase of territory, nor interference in the affairs
of other naticns, tc achieve its aim, and could therefore do
without army, navy, military aviation and all other forms of
armed forces. It does, however, require the assurance that
there will be no attempts against Soviet territory either and
that other states will not interfere in its internal affairs
and that its peaceful economic construction will not be
tampered with from without. It will only feel this assurance
if other states also agree to give up their armed forces.

Now, when the whole world is going through an unprece-
dented economic erisis, which is shaking the edifice of the.
capitalist system to its foundations, the masses of the people
suffering from unemployment to an extent hitherto unknown,
from universal wage reductions, threatened by still further
economic upheavals, the full burden of which the ruling classes -
readily shift on to their shoulders, must be relieved as far as
possible from the threat of the catastrophy of war, which the
course of the economic crisis is making more and more immi-
nent. Security against war must be created. This security can
never be achieved by roundabout ways, but only by the direct
way of total general disarmament.

This is no communist slogan. The Soviet Delegation
knows that the triumph of socialist principles, removing the
causes giving rise to armed conflicts, is the only absolute gua-
rantee of peace. So long, however, as these principles prevail
only in one sixth of the world, there is only one means of
organising security against war, and that is total and general
disarmament. One proof of its practicability is the fact that
it is proposed by a state with a population of over 160 million.
This idea is by no means utopian in itself; but it can be made
utopian by its rejection by the other states represented here.

We hope that the responsible representatives of states
here present will treat the idea expressed by the Soviet Dele-
gation with the seriousness which the problem of assuring to
all nations real security against war, real peace, deserves.

Workers in the
Capitalist Countries Support Litvinov.

Moscow, February 16, 1932.

The - Moscow press reports that Comrade Litvinov has ..

received numerous messages of greeting by post and telegraph

-from numerous workers’ organisations and also from various

individua] persons in reply to his specch at the “disarmament”
conference. Thus, for example, the following message was sent -
by a huge meeting of Czechoslovakian women held in Kladnoy:

“The toiling women of Czechoslovakia. are following with
the greatest attention your consistent championship of Peace
and Disarmament and your fight against those who are
cpenly or secretly preparing the horrors ¢f a new war. Whilst

speaking in the name of your Government you speak at the

same time in the name of many millions of working class
mothers and sisters throughout the world. The toiling women
of all nations approve your fight for peace and disarmament.”

* A French worker writes from Toulouse: “You have given
clear and manly expression to the plain and proper proposals -
of your Government. I therefore greet in your person the
worthy representative of your Government.”




VNO. ‘e

International Press Correspondence ‘ 117

POLITICS

The Presidential Election in Germany.
By Hermann Remmele (Berlin).

Up to four weeks before the Presidential Election in Ger-
many (the election is to take place on 13th of March), the
“people” did not know whom the German bourgeoisie would
present as the “leader of the nation”, Up to that time there
was only one certain candidate—the candidate of the German
working class, the representative of the Communlst Party, Com-
rade Thalmann Complete confusion still reigns in the camp of
the German bourgeoisie. For weeks the bourgeois press has been
pronouncing its oracles; whether Field-Marshal Hindenburg
would or would not agree to stand as candidate again—until
he has now, in a solemn declaration, proncunced his readiness
to make this sacrifice—whether the Kyffhiuser Bund (the
Lead crganisation of the ex-servicemen’s and military associa-
‘tions), and the Stahlhelm (fascist defence organisation) will
support their honorary President Hindenburg or not, whether
the Harzburger front under -the leadership of Hug‘enberg and
Hitler will put forward their own candidate, and for weeks
the German public has witnessed the spectacle of the “hostile”
brothers.in the.camp of the bourgeoisie being unable to come
tc an agreement.
Nothing shows more clearly the development of bourgeois

J"~soc1ety in Germany from democracy to fascism than the

approaching Presmdentnal election. Seven years ago, Fritz Ebert
left Germany the “freest democracy in the world”, as it was
described by the whole of the II. International. At that time
" the - various bourgeois wings came forward with -clearly
demarcated fronts. At the first ballot at that time the
monarchist-nationalist front put forward as their candidate
the German nationalist Jarres; the democratic Centre put
forward Marx and the Republican Left put forward the social
democrat Otto Braun. At the second ballot the monarchist wing
gave their support to Hindenburg, whilst the social democracy
withdrew their candidate—in spite of the fact that he pollled
four times mecre vobtes than the candidate of the Centre—and
voted for Marx., At the second ballot Hindenburg was elected
President of the Republic as representative of the monarchist
nationalist wing against the bourgeois Centre and against the
workers candidate Thalmann.

The same Hindenburg who sevep years ago was the
reprensentative of the extreme monarchist nationalist wing
gathered round Hugenberg, Hltler and Seldte, is today the
chosen candidate of his erstwhile “opponents™ of the Centre
and of the social democracy. What has changed in the mean-
time is the political life and consciousness of bourgeois
society itself: the coming together of the “hostile” fronts in
thebourgeois camp 'in a um‘ced bloc for the fight against the
common enemy—Bolshevism,

Briining’s appeal to the various partics to proclaim Hinden-
burg as Reichs-President without fresh elections was at once
~accepted by the social democrats, whilst, on the other hand,
the actual Hindenburg wing refused to agree to this proeedurew
unless ‘at the same time the Centre Reichs-government was
replaced by a government of the pronounced Right,
a “national”, government. As a result of this demand, the
common national united front from Hitler to Wels collapsed.
Thus, against the will of the monarchist wing, Hitler’s
cand1dature became necessary, But only as a sham candidate.
For the arrangers of Hitler’s candidature have already mude
it plain that their candidate will only be put forward at the
first ballot, whilst in return for further concessiong to their
original demands they are ready, at the.second ballot, to set
up the united front from Hitler to Wels.

The co-operation of the extreme fascist wing round Hitler
and Hugenberg with the Briining-Severing wing is so palpably
obvious to the whole world that there is nothing to conceal.
In Germany, no political questions are decided by the Briining-
Groener government or by the Prussian Braun-Severing
government without the nationalist wing of Hugenberg and
Hitler being -“consulted” or having a decisive say in the
matter. In this connection the Reichswehr Group of Groener
and Schleicher play the role of co-adjutors of the extreme
nationalist tendency. It is from this political constellation
v that there arises the demand by the Hugenberg-Hitler wing

that Groener shall be given the office of Reichs Chancellor
and that several Ministries shall be given to representatives
of the extreme nationalist wing.

Meanwhile, all the big' towns and industrial centres are bemg :
covered by a close network of barracks of the fascist storm
detachments. The murder columns of fascism are continually
organising punitive expeditions against working class quar-
ters, where, under the protection and with the support of the
po]ice, they undertake raids and attacks upon the revolutionary
proletariat. In this atmosphere of murder there is, as is.to be
expected, a growing protest and will to resistance on the part
of millions of workers and also of those who hitherto have
been in the camp of the social democracy and of the Reichs-
banner. In this atmosphere of active revolutionary struggle of
the workers against fascism, the social fascists. set. ‘up ~the
so-called “Iron front against faseism”, with- which they are
attempting, by claiming to fight against fascism, to prevent
the workers from going over to the revolutlonaly camp. This

“Iron front” is at the same time to be a means with which
the social fascists intend to carry out the Hindenburg election
and also the Prussian elections Whlch are due to take place
in May.

In actual fact, however, collaboratlon in the fascist unlted
front of Hitler with Groener, and Groener with Severing,
Hugenberg with Briining and Briining with Otto Braun, finds
below, in the fight against the working class, its reflection
in the attitude of the police troops led by social *democrats,
towards the armed storm detachments of the Hitler fascists.
For example, after the fascist bands, with the support of the
police, broke up and prevented a number of Communist mee-
tings in Berlin. the social democratic police President
Grzesinsky threatened to prohibit all Communist meetings in
the future. Here there is clearly shown how the fasecist united
front of the national faseists with the social fascists wishes
to destroy the last political rights of the working class.

In spite of the cowardly and treacherous attacks of the
Nazi bands on the working class, in spite of the social-fascist
police *terror, and in spite of the savage sentences passed by
capitalist class justice, with the open approval of the social
fascists, against workers who have defended themselves against
fascist murderers, fascism in Germany is encountering the
steadily growing and firmly organised resistance of the Ger-
man proletariat. Throughout the whole of Germany the red
united front is being welded ever more firmly, and red unity

" committees, led by Communists, are being formed against the

offensive of the fascist hirelings in the service of finance

~capital.

In the gathering of the broad proletarian masses in the
revolutionary united front in the fight against the Briining-
Severing dictatorship, in the fight agalnst Hitler fasecism, in
the fight against all enemies and betrayers of the German prole—
tariat, the “million masses of the German working class are
rallylnn to give their votes to the representative of the Cem-
munist Party, Comrade Thilmann. The deceitful maneceuvres
of the social fascists, whose “iron front”, already a few days
after its birth, proved to be a sickly abortion, are proving of no
avail in fiace of the growing power of the revolutionary united
front against fascism. At thousands of membership meetings
of the social democratic party, indignant protests by social
demoaratic workers are being raised against the support of
Hindenburg’s candidature by the party leaders. In workshops
and factories, at the Labour Exchanges, and even at hundreds
of meetings convened by the social demoeralic party, the
workers adopt decisions and proclaim in resolutions that they
will never accept Field Marshal Hmdenburg, the pacemaker of
fascism as their candidate, but recognise Comrade Thilmann
as their candidate. Thus the candidate of the Communist Party
is becoming the real rallying centre of the intensified fight of
class against class,

In no political campaign or aection in the vpast has the
clear open class character of the fight been so plainly revealed
as at the present Presidential election. Never -was the alliance
of all political tendencies of fascism so- clearly evident in Ger-
many. The outstanding characteristic feature of the present
election campaign is that the elass differences, the class antago-
nisms are more apparent and more marked than was the case’
in any political struggle in the past. The Presidential election
thereby becomes for the revolutionary proletariat of Germany
the starting point for rallying all the revolutionary forces
under the-leadership -of the Commanist Party, for the victory
of the working class against the fascist united front.
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THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

Economic Struggles in Britain.
By R. Bishop (London).

The issues confronting the British working-class to-day
are bigger and more urgent than at any time in its history.
The direct offensive against wages and hours is being felt
in every industry, whilst coupled with it, the tariff cum
rationalisation drive means a lowering of the standard of
life, a worsening of industrial conditions and ever increasing
unemployment.

2% million workers in the most important industries have
either recently suffered wage-cuts and worsened conditions
or are facing demands of this character.

The Means Test has made itself felt in the home of
practically every worker—employed as well as unemployed.
The unemployed figure rose by 218,000 in the month of
January despite the fact that during that period 130,000
workless deprived of benefit under the Means Test and the
Anomalies Act have ceased to sign on at the Labour Exchange,
and consequently are not considered officially as “un-
employed”.

What are the demands with which the workers are con-
fronted? The London Underground and bus workers are being
asked to accept a cut of 2% per cent. in all earnings, with
an extra 2% per cent. on all earnings in excess of 40/- weekly.
The building workers are having a cut of  %d an hour
demanded of them, This cut is based upon a sliding scale.

The woollen workers are facing a demand for an increased

working week and lower wages. In parts of Yorkshire they
are on strike against it. The cotton weavers are fighting
against the extension of the more-looms per weaver system
and also against an attempt to extend hours from 48 to
55% per week accompanied by a cut in piece rates. The
dockers, lightermen ete. were faced on January 4 with a
wage-cut of 10d per day, reduced piece-rates, reduced overtime
rates and worsened conditions generally. The lightermen of
the Port of London have been on strike ever since against these
conditions. In the beginning they were supported by a
considerable section of dockers, but the militants in the docks

proved too weak to be able to resist successfully the efforts

of the reformist leadership of the Transport and General
Workers Union to get them back.

The seamen have just had their pay cut by 30 per month
in some cases and 10/- per week in. others, with the virtual
abolition of certain privileges such as the payment of rail
fares from the port of debarcation to their home towns. The
tramwaymen throughout the country are being asked for
wage-cuts similar to those demanded from the London busmen.
In addition the maximum daily duty is to be increased, the
guaranteed week to be abkolished and pay for overtime, night
work etc. decreased. Boot and shoe operatives are faced with
a general demand for a 10 per cent. wage cut. The railwaymen
face demands of unknown dimensions from the ¢ompanies next
month when the National Wages Board meets. Already the
trade union officials are paving the way for further cuts by
talk of the “bad ‘position” of the railways and assuring the
Directors that the workers “will be reasonable”. Sections of the
steel-workers, in Cumberland particularly, are fighting against
an attempt to lengthen the working day to 10 hours and
against rationalisation measures which threaten to increase
the already terrific amount of unemployment in the industry.

~In a number of clothing factories, wage demands are being
put forward by the employers. The laundry employers who
cut wages by 7% per cent. in January propose a further cut
in March, whilst up and down the country, in various light
industries, the employers are imposing various methods of
more onerous working, chief of which is the Bedaux system,
against which the Leicestershire hosiery workers struck for
nine weeks, before eventual betrayal by the union bureaucrats,
on a promise of “modifications” being made by the employers.
. With all these attacks on the standards of the workers,
one thing stands out clearly—despite the heroic struggles being
put up by various sections the ranks of the workers are dis-
organised and the resistance is purely sectional. The respon-
sibility for this lies alone on the shoulders of the Trade Union
leadership—it is a direct <outcome of their policy of class
collaboration, of their efforts to assist the capitalist class to

*

find a way out of the crisis at the expense of the wor-
king class. .

Nevertheless, despite every effort of the Trade Union
colossus being used to prevent a struggle, the workers have
taken every opportunity vouchsafed them to re-iterate their
will to fight. For instance when the officials of the Transport
and General Workers Union signed an agreement on behalf
of their members agreeing to the employers’ demands, the
only waterside union to be ballotted, the Lightermen, showed .
a big majority for strike action, despite the advice of their
ofticials, When, after weeks of struggle, the officials fixed
ancther ballot, and again recommended acceptance, the
result was an even -bigger majority for continuing the strike
than there originally was for starting it. When at last the
union officials, compelled by mass pressure, took a ballot of
the Burnley cotton weavers, the majority for strike action
was nine to one. } .

Whep, a week previously, another Burnley cotton mill
was out against longer hours and lower wages, the strikers
ignored the advice of their officials and energetically mass
picketed, and won the strike. So in the strike of the mills
in the Batley and Dewsbury section of the woollen industry.
Here a strike reluctantly assented.to by the officials was
carried from mill to mill, by mass pickets and processions of
the workers taken in the teeth of the repeated pleas of the
officials to be “law-abiding”. )

In the fight against the infamous Bedaux system in
Leicestershire, it was the workers, mostly young girls, who
forced the hands of the officials, who in the first place had
recommended the system being given a trial. Only when the
girls at one of the mills took the law into their own hands did
the Union come in and take over the leadership of the strike
so that they could eventually betray it. In Birmingham, the
workers at the Lucas Lamps Works, about 10,000 of them, fol-
lowed the lead of the Minority Movement and were methodi-
cally preparing for strike action by building up their own
effective rank and file organisation to fight Bedaux, whilst
the trade union officials were wringing their hands in despera-
tion at the turn events were taking. Here a tremendous victory
was won. When the employers realised that the workers meant
business, that there was no chance of them submitting to the
blandishments of either bosses or bureaucrats, they capitulated,
and scrapped Bedaux at considerable cost to themselves. The
militancy shown demonstrates the potentialities of the mass
fight once a sufficiently strong united front organisation to
lead the resistance is developed. .

Despite the disorganising effect of the whole trade union
leadership and machinery being concentrated on securing the
acceptance of wage-cuts and worsened conditions, the workers
have fought back magnificently all the time. In 1927 there
were 308 trade disputes involving 108,000 workers and 1,170,000
lost working days; in 1928 the figures were 302 disputes,
124,000 workers and 1,390,000 lost days; in 1929 there were 431
disputes, 533,000 workers involved and 8290000 lost days; in
1930, 422 disputes, 807,000 workers and 4.400 000 lost days; in
1931, 419 disputes, 490,000 workers and 6,980,000 lost days.

These figures mean that practically every section of the
workers has been involved in struggle against some manifesta-
tion of the boss offensive, Each section has been isolated from
every other section, in every instance the whole efforts of the
bureaucracy once they have been unable to avoid a strike were
exerted to settle it on the best terms possible—for the em-
ployers. Nevertheless the workers have fought every inch of
the way. ‘

But now the employers’ offensive is being reinforced, is
being developed on an extended front covering practically every
industry and using every weapon—direct wage-cuts, higher
prices, rationalisation, speed-up methods ete. Last year the
workers suffered direct wage-cuts of £400,000 per week; the
employers aim at taking many times that sum this year, di-
rectly and indirectly. ‘

The Labour Party is running a campaign to win a million
new nembers; the T.U.C. in conjunction with the Labour Party,
is campaigning for a great increase in membership. But this
activity does not mean a better chance of a united resistance
being put up, but a worse one. It is not merely that the Refor-
mist political and trade union machine has not -helped the
workers to struggle, it is that it has been used deliberately for
strike-breaking purposes. The whole force of the Transport and -
General Workers Union was used to keep the dockers at work
when their conditions were attacked. The railway unions now
are paving the way for betrayal in March. The unions catering
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for the bus and tram men are urging the shouldering of the
“sacrifice” demanded by the employers on the grounds that it
is only a little one—and will only be temporary in its opera-
tion,

It is regrettable but true that in this situation the revolu-
tionary movement in Great Britain has not been able to win
the leadership of these workers, dissatisfied as they are, from
the reformists. In many cases much support has been won, in
some cases such as the Lightermen’s strike, the gains since the
dispute started have been phenomenal and it may be truly said,
as the employers ruefully admit, that it was the influence of
the Communists who made the magnificent second ballot pos-
sible, when everyone, employers and trade union bureaucrats,
believed that the men would decide to go back to work, and
when they, in actual fact, so decisively registered their deter-
mination to continue until viatory was won.

The great weakness is still lack of contact inside the under-
takings. When the lightermen first came out, the C.P. and the
M.M. had no touch with them at all. Even among the dockers,
the contacts were so'weak that it was not possible to effectively
marshal the resistance to Bevin and his fellow-bureaucrats, and
consolidate it in the form of strike action alongside of the
lightermen. At the Lueas factory, Birmingham, where for a
long period an organisation had been .built up inside, success
rewarded the efforts of the militants.

The Communist Party and the Minority Movement are
concentrating every effort now on building up effective organi-
sations inside the most important undertakings, and of streng-
thening the positions inside the reformist trade unions, the
more effectively to combat the bureaucracy’s efforts at betrayal
of the struggle. The unemployed movement also ig concentrating
on winning the support of, and building up a united front
with, the employed workers, who more than at any previous
time are being forced to realise their identity of inferest with
the workless by means of the ruthless operation of the Means
Test, which places the burden of keeping unemployed relatives
upon men and women, themselves in receipt of but a miserable
pittance.

) T}le fighting spirit of the British workers at the present
time is beyond question, despite the disorganisation and sectio-
nalism that exists. It is the job of the revolutionary movement
to organise that fighting spirit for successful struggle, for
which the workers are ready and eager, once they clearly see
and understand the way. i

THE WAR IN THE FAR EAST

The Role of the Nanking Government.
By Clemens Dutt (London).

The war operations in China and in Manchuria, which are
. not yet officially admitted to constitute a war, continue with
unabated intensity. Japan has landed over 20,000 additional
troops in Shanghai to add to the 5,000 already operating there
and it has also concentrated at this point some 27 warships. It
has. six warships before Hankow and four more are expected,
while other forces are stationed before the other big cities. All
the imperialist Powers are concentrating warships, troops and
munitions in Shanghai. Even Fascist Italy has despatched an
- extra couple of gunboats. The American Fleet is particularly
in evidence. These forces are concentrating in Shanghai on the
threadbare pretence of being necessary for the safety of the
International Settlement, but their commanders have been
given full powers to take such action as the situation may
seem to them to require and the conclusion is inevitable that
they represent the advance-guard of the flock of imperialist
vultures- which will descend upon the body of China as soon as
the opportunity offers and partition has been decided on. In
‘the meantime, the fight for Chapei continues. Wusung has
been bombarded and re-bombarded. Chinese aeroplanes have
been successfully engaged in countering the Japanese air
. forces. The Chinese troops and irregular forces have still
prevented the capture of Chapei, which is being reduced to a
pile of ruins. Thousands of casualties occur daily.

Yet there is no war, nor has there been any declaration of
war on either side. Such, apparently, is the achievement of the
League-of Nations. A war is not a war unless it is officially
recognised as such by the League of Nations, and the latter
sees no necessity to do so in this case. Nor is it possible for

N

either side to issue an official declaration of war for thaf would
automatically constitute evidence of being the aggressor party.
Thus, if -the League of Nations has not been able to abolish
war, it can perhaps claim that it has been able to secure the
abolition of the declaration of war!

Japanese imperialism bases its refusal to regard its ope-
rations as constituting a war on the grounds that there is at
present no responsible government in China. The English,
French and American press is being filled with statements to
a similar effect. It will -be remembered that a similar unani- -
mity of opinion served as an excuse for invasion during the
period of the war of intervention against Soviet Russia. In the
present case, however, the Nanking Government was previously
recognised by all the Powers and proved indeed an obedient
tool in their hands. In fact, nothing has done more to expose
the character of the Nanking Government and the Kuomin-
tang and to arouse the violent indignation of the Chinese
masses against it than its role in relation to foreign imperial-
ism. If, at the present time, these Powers are disposed to re--
gard the Nanking Government as non-existent it can only be
because the latter has gone so far in compliance with their
dictates that it is even ready to destroy its own existence and
leave the field clear, if necessary, for the foreign forces to
untertake a direct attack for themselves against Soviet China
and the Chinese people.

The role of the Nanking Government in regard to Manchu-
ria was the direct prelude. to the present position. It refused
to take any measures to oppose the plunder expedition of
Japan. It played its servile part as a tool of foreign imperial-
ism in the role allotted to it in the farce staged by the League
of Nations. The mass demonstrations against the Kuomintang
(and the Central Political Council of the Kuomintang holds,
of course, the real power in the Nanking Government whether
its members are ministers or not) forced a reconstruction of
the Government. The statement. issued by Mrs. Sun Yat-sen
last Decen.ber, in which she branded the XKuomintang as a
counter-revolutionary and treacherous body of self-seeking mi- -
litarists and politicians, had a considerable effect throughout
the country. Chiang Kai-shek resigned and the “Left” Kuomin-
tang leaders who had established their own dictatorship at
Canton were drawn into the Cabinet in order to deceive the
masses. But the reconstruction of the Government was only a
fagade. The new government took over the heritage of the old
including as their chief task the war against Soviet China and
the massacre of the militant workers and peasants.

They took over also the hopeless economic position result-
ing from the Kuomintang’s counter-revolutionary militarist
adventures. Sun Fo, the new President, on coming into office,
declared:

“I have been left a legacy which is unprecedented.

Not only is there not a single cent in the tregsury of the

Government, but my predecessors have mortgaged whatever

‘available income there is for the next four or five years

in advance.” .

For a long time past the expenditure of the Nanking
Government has been more than three times its income. Every
few months a new loan was floated, usually amounting to se-
venty or eighty million Dollars. During the last four years
more than Dollars 1,100,000,000 of short term bonds and
treasury notes have been issued. Nearly Dollars 200,000,000 are
required for interest and Sinking Fund on these alone. Sun Fo
pointed out that the Kuomintang Government had mortgaged,
among other things, the Russian Boxer Indemnity Fund to the
Central Bank for the next three years to come although it had
been agreed that it was to be used only for educational pur-
poses. The Kuomintang had boasted that it would develop
national industry. Actually it has handed over Chinese industry
wholesale into the hands of foreign imperialism. The match
monopoly was given to Kreuger. The coal industry was given
to foreign companies. Chinese aviation is in-foreign capitalist
hands. Still the new Minister of Industry, Chen Kung-po
hastened to declare that in order to develop Chinese industry
foreign capital must be welcomed. .

Thus, when Sun Fo took office, the Government was forced
to declare that bankruptey was staring the nation in the face.
Under such conditions, what was their solution for the crisis?
Did they propose the cessation of the ruinous attacks
against the workers and peasants? On the contrary, they pro- -
posed to continue the shedding of blood and the squandering
of treasure in order to carry on war against the Chinese masses
and to maintain in power the feudal warlords‘and bureaucracy
while at the same time declaring that any resistance to foreign



120

International Press Correspondence . _ No. 7

imperialism was an impossibility. As Sun Fo declared in the

statement referred to above, “the-time is-as yet far away when

we can effectively withstand foreign invasion™ and he found -

as the only way out that “the people, I am afraid, must make
great sacrifices at this moment of national crisis”.

This line of policy, “sacrifice” for the masses, non-resist-
ance to foreign: imperialism and war against the militant
Chinese workers. and peasarits has been faithfully carried out
by the Kuomintang Government. Thus, when the bombardment
- of Chapei and the warfare of the, Japanese troops began, the
government absolutely refused to take any part in the organi-
sation of resistance. Sun Fo and Eugene Chen resigned from
the Cabinet, while the majority of the Government retired
from Nanking to Loyang. The two former léaders are said to
have remained in Shanghai but they have probably taken safe
refuge in the International Settlement. The Government in
Loyang has not only refused to'supportin any way the Chinese
forces that are defending Chapei but it has threatened to take
strong measures against any military commanders who refuse
to obey its injunctions. Instead it is nqteworthy and character-
istic that it has been occupied with the working out-of a new
plan for an offensive against the Chinese Soviets. The Govern-
ment in Loyang bases its refusal to defend Shanghai on the
plea of possible ‘danger to the International Settlement!

It is clear that the Chinese resistance to aggression in
Shanghai comes neither from the leadership at Loyang nor
from- the retired “Left” Ministers in Shanghai, but has been
organised independently by army units and the mass of the
population itself. The kernel of the military defence is the
19th Canton Army which has issued a proclamation denouncing
the Kuomintang" Government calling upon the Chinese popu-
lation to take part in the struggle against the Japanese and
:ndmg with an appeal to the workers and peasants to organise

Soviets,

The Chinese ‘bourgeoisie has revealed itself as the accon-
plice of imperialism in the massacre of the Chinese people. The
defence of Shanghai can only be undertaken by the workers
themselves in conjunction with the rank and file of the Army
and the support of the Chinese Soviets. The Commune has not
yvet been established in Shanghai, but the Kuomintang leaders
of the Chinese bourgeoisie will bé only too glad of an oppor-
tunity to surrender the Chinese toiling masses to the massacre
of the foreign invaders. Unless the revolutionary. workers
throughout the world take energetic steps in support of their
Chinese brothers, the new Japanese forces will compel the
withdrawal of the Canton Army from Chapei and the working
population will be delivered up to the most terrible butchery.

" The Chinese Toilers- are Organlsmg
the Detence.

By Chadi

Shanghai, February 16th,  1932.

" The attitude of ‘the various social strata of China to the
_Japanese robber-war in the Yangtse valley is in accordance
With the experiences in the natlonal emanmpatlon snuggles
in the era of imperialism:
toiling strata who fight for national freedom -and indepen-
dence. The attitude of Chiang-Kai-shek, the hangman of the
Chinese people, in tace of the Japanese robber-campaign is
the attitude of a national traitor. The Shanghai bankers and
merchants send one deputation after the other to the d1p10-
matic. representatives of America, England- and France in
order . .to be able to secure the withdrawal of the Chinese
forces, the -19th Chinese army, under reasonable conditions.
But.the 19th army has not by a long way remained the
same as what it was when the Japanese began their attack on
Shanghal It is reported from all sides that the Chinese wor-
kers, coolies, artisans and small traders are voluntarily flocking
into the army. A new army, known as the 21st army, has
been formed from these working people from Manchuria and

North  China who have been driven from their native homes,

by the.monstrous persecutions and terrible atrocities of Ja-
panese imperialism, as well as from soldiers whose regiments
were  defeated by the J: apanese mlhtary in \Ior’fh China and
Manchuria.

A, whole .number of social organusatlons, 4ux1hary organi--

satlons Jfor-the troops are rendering effective aid to the soldiers
who are defending the Chinese people from the horrible -deeds

~ tance is still being organised.

if the nation is in danger, it ig the .

"»

of, the Japanese. ' The most important of these organisations
is the “People’s Anti-Japanese Union”, to which belong all
working sections of the Chinese population. In this Union
the Communists play a leading role and the worker elements
have the hegemony in their hands. This “People’s Anti-Ja-
panese Union” is working in close collaberation with . the
strike committees and with the Communist Party of China.

It is not by chance that the Japanese war Ministry, in its
latest declaration, in which it emphasises the “redoubled
activity of the Communists in the Yangtse valley”, threatens
to launch a campaign against the Chinese Red Army which,
it is alleged, at the commencement of its’march on Hankow,
has already occupied Nanchang, the capital of the provinece of
Kiangsi. This declaration means an obvious attempt to
strengthen the united front of the imperialists against the
Chinese people and especially against the Chinese Soviets.

The Communist Party of China has summoned the wor-
kers of Shanghaj to a general strike against the Japanese
occupation of Shanghai.. The slogans. of the Party, of which
the tollowing are the most important: “People, arm yourselves!
Working masses, defend Shanghai and the revolutionary
movement against Japanese imperialism and against the
Kuomintang! Revolutionary soldiers, unite with the people!”,
are being promulgated with great courage. Delegates from
nearly all the striking and locked-out factories are taking part
in the strike committee for the whole of Shanghai. District
strike committees have also beén formed, pickets are being
organised accordlng to districets, and the agitation work among
1ha masses is being strengthened in order to organise armed
forces, The iorengn imperialist representatives, together with
the Japanese, are organising attacks on the striking workers,
coolies ete.. Among the forces which are called upon to main-
tain “internal order” is a “Russian regiment” which is being
organised by white guardists and which has presented the
municipal council of the International Settlement with a
Russian Tsarist flag.

A leaflet on the solidarity actions of the European amd
American proletariat has been distributed among the Chinese
soldiers and striking workers. The foreign police have arrest-
ed a number. of persons for distributing this leaflet. Resis-
This fight will undoubtedly
be strengthened by the fact that the Chinese working masses, in
spite of the conspiracy of silence of the Shanghai 1mper1ahbt
press, already know that in Europe and America the number
of those workers is increasing more and more who wish to
prove by actions that the cause of the Chinese working masses
is our cause, their enemy is our enemy, and their resistance
to the Japanese and international imperialists is our resistanee
to the offensive of capital!

American Campaign Ag«atinst
the Chinese Revolution and the U.S.S. R
Ly A. Bosse (New York).

The United States has mobilised its entire fleet, scores of
warships and troop transports in the Pacific, has sent its
whole Asiatie squadron to Chinese waters. The greatest milit-
ary mobilisation it has ever undertaken in “peace-time” is now
under way ‘in a threefold manoeuvre: to attack the Soviet
Union, to sinash the Chinese Soviets, aud to wrest mastery over
China from Japan. At the same time that it supports the
Japanese seizure of part of the Chinese Eastern Railway and
of Harbin and its attack upon Inner Mongolia, that it fills
the Yangtse River with its warships to attempt to stop the
ddvanemg Chinese Red Army, it shows Japan its naval foree
ready for war.

“At the beginning of February, 65 warships plus 25 {rans-
ports, 300  airplanes, ete. sailéd from its San Pedro base with
food supplies on board sufficient to last a whole year. They
were fully loaded with fuel, despite the faet that further
huge supplies are stored at Peal Harbor, Hawaii, 7 days
journey from Shanghai. 45 more ships of the Atlantic fleet
are preparing to participate in March. At the same time the
Asiatic fleet, stationed at Manila, was ordered by Hoover to
Chinese waters (pumar]ly Shanghai and the Yangtse ports).
The Yangtse patrol is a regular branch maintained by the U.S.
Navy, its commander, Admiral Williams, being the cutthroat-,
who in 1927 slaughtered thousands of Chinese workers at -
Socony (Standard Oil) Hill in Nanking. His fleet of 7 gunboats
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was reinforced then by the Asiatic fleet of 23 cruisers, submari-
nes, destroyers, gunboats, etc., which were ordered from the Phi-
lippines by the State Department to protect American lives and
property at Shanghai “and other exposed points on the Yangtse
and elsewhere in China.” (N.Y.Post Feb. 1) It is interesting
to watch how the U.S. and the other imperialist powers keep
step with Japan’s progress: when the attack was centered on
Shanghai they mobilised there. As soon as Japan started up
the deotso they followed to make sure she did not grab any
of the loot they were after.

The American Consul at Shanghai, Cunmngham admitted
frankly that the warships were intended to crush the activities
of the students and workers, who had called a general strike:
“With the arrival of additional vessels we shall be able to
clean out the snipers and control the refugees, Communist
students and labour unionists within the settlement.” (Daily
‘Worker,
as frankly indicated 4 days earlier how the entire fleet would
be used: “Our forces will go in and take whatever steps are
necessary to protect our people... (against) Mob Rule”, (N.Y.
Times.)

The N.Y.World-Telegram (Feb. 1) states just what the
imperialists are after: if and when they smash the Chinese
Red Army, Britain will take the Yangtse Valley, France Yun-
nan, Kwangsi and Hainan and Japan Manchuria, Inner
Mongolia, Shantung, and Fukien. Uncle Sam will take the
“open door” (which Japan is now trying to close in his face),
sinee American trade with China has prospered most from this
policy. We would say, however, that the U.S.will take its
share (in the Shanghai-Yangtse arca) as definitely as if it
annexed it

This division corresponds generally to economic interests.
The U.S., Britain, and France together have investments of
only $43 million in Manchuria, as against over $1} billion
for Japan. France wants territory near what she now has.
The U.S.does the lion’s share of the business with Shanghai
($120 million in 1930 or more than Britain and Japan together)
and its business threugh Shanghai is much greater ($200 mil-
lion). American investments there total only $130 million,
though a sum equally great is included in missionary property,
utilities, Chinese securities, ete. Of 2,000 firms in Shanghai
900 are Japanese, 350 Brlhsh 240 Amcrlcan 125 French and
the rest of other countries and Chinese.

With Japan threatening to grab control of  this rich
market, a Washington dlspatch irom the N.Y.Times states
that “the U.S.and Great Britain are answering the Japanese
challenge to their rights in the International Settlement” by
sending troops and warships “in the determination to give
the fullest protection possible to these rights and to their
nationals.” (Feb. 1.)

The reason for the haste of the imperialists just now
is that with the bankruptecy of the Kuomingtang as a force
to check the spread of the Chinese Soviets, Japan stepped
in to clean them out and take control dlrecﬂy, and the other
powers followed suit. An equally important purpese is to break

the boycott that followed on the seizure of Manchuria, and

is throttling Japanese trade. Chinese soldiers as well as
workers and students even in Shanghai were becoming too
revolutionary for imperialist comfort. The World-Telegram
admits that Chinese troops in Chapei “attempted to Uesert
and join the ranks of the labour unions and the volunteer
‘dare to'die’ corps.” (Jan. 28))

The United States is perfectly willing to take Japan’s
- gold, and to sell her war supplies to give her rope to hang
- herself with in a war with the U.S.S.R. and China. From
Dec. 13 to the end of January Japan shipped to the U.S.A.
$44% million ‘of gold, and since August $194 million
($144 million of this in Nov. and Dec.—when the war in
* Manchuria was on). These heavy purchases by Japan had
. reduced her stock of gold from $425 million on Dec. 13, when
she abandoned the gold standard, to $266 million on Jan. 30.
China shipped to the U.S. during the latter half of last year
$8 million in gold, as compared with $13,000 in the same period
of 1930. Japanese bonds in New York 1ef1ec'fed this drain, as
well as the cconomic crisis and the prospect of war danger,
and at the end of January dropped again, some even to 36
cents on the dollar. In these six months she bought in TU.S.
- 1,069,000 bales of cotton, as compared with 490 000 in the same
period of 1930; despite the crisis in the textile industry she
now has over a year’s supply of cotton on hand. During the
present season Japan took 950,000 bales, with 600,000 more
to be shipped—admittedly for making munitions.

Feb. 2.) Admiral Pratt, Chief of Naval Operations,-

The American press began to talk openly of war business
restoring prosperity; Brisbane in the N.Y. American wrote
that war “might actually do what all our wise men have
been unable to do, start a boom”. Congress used the likelihood
of war to stop the slight reduction in army appropriations
that the economy drive had forced upon it, and the advocates
of a big navy began a renewed campaign for large-scale naval
construction.

In its campaign against the Soviet Union the American
press played up prominently charges that Soviet employees of
the Chinese Eastern Railway were damaging it to hold back
Gen. Tamon’s drive on Harbin. Elsewhere in their stories they
admitted that it was the Chlnese railway guards under Ting
Chao who had done it, but in the headlines and introductions
they stressed oply of war threats against the U.S.S.R. When the
Japanese seized the Harbin-Changehun branch the press
gloated over the prospect of Soviet interference, not knowing
that the U.S.S.R. could reject their provocation as determinedly
as it had done throughout the entire Manchurian adventure,
the Vanek episode, ete. The U.S. and Japan are doing their
utmost to unleash the White Guard generals Semenov,
Kusmin, Petukkov, Sichev. The Mongol princes, and others
for an attack upon the Soviet Union or its representatives in
Manchuria.

In the main the U.S. has been working W1th Japan
against China and the U.S.S.R. though imperialist antagonisms
are always present and may erupt into war at any moment.
An analysis of American-Japanese-League relations during
recent months evidences this. When Consul Cunningham
reported to Washington protesting against the Japanese use
of the International Settlement at Shanghai as a base for the
attack upon the Chinese, the State Department told him to
mind his own business; they advised him to refer the protest
to the consular body and went on to “urge the utmost forbear-
ance, and that every effort be made to remove any friction
between America and other defence forces, including the
Japanese” (Times Jan. 29).

The U.S.A. government is trying to hide from the pubhc )
the nearness of a new world war, at the same time that it
prepares feverishly for it. It is careful]v puttmff into the
record protests against all of Japan’s ° unfrlendly acts, for
use when the proper time comes. Relations between the two
countries have been strained on a number of occasions since
the Manchurian-Shanghai invasion began, and while the

efforts of the U.S.A. are to get Japan to attack the U.S.S.R.

and Chinese Soviets, it is ready for a break. When the Pacific
fleet was sent to Honolulu Admiral Pratt answered a question
as to whether it would go further west by saying, “not under
any existing conditions”, implying that changed conditions
were likely to oeccur at any moment..

In one of his protests to Japan Stimson plainly gave
Japan to understand that Shanghai was not Manchuria, and
to show he meant business he published the secret corre-
spondence between them. Morgan’s N.Y, Post spoke of the
occupation of Shanghai as a “new and extremely grave depar-
ture in foreign policy toward China”. It even went so far, in
discussing a Japanese-American war, as to say that “the
reasons for cooperating with Russia as a means of settmg
bounds to Japan’s ambitions will become almost inescapable®™.
(Jan. 80.) It published a story, obviously inspired from
Washington, of the possibility of recognition of the U.S.S.R.,

though the absurdity of the latter joining in an imperialist

war against Japan is obvious.

The social fascists in the U.S. are already displaying their
chauvinism in this ecrisis. The weekly organ of the S.P., the
New Leader, does not have a word of news or editorial com-
ment on the invasion of China in its issue of Jan. 30, but its -
spokesman, Norman Thomas, argues against “pulling Europe’s
chestnuts out of the Eastern fire”. Another prominent socia- -
list, Heyward Broun, writing in the World Telegram, urges
that America’s duty is “to sit tight” and do nothing, arguing
that Japan “has been kidnaped by its military machine”,
(Jan. 30.)

The liberal Seripps-Howard press, controlling a score of
papers and the United Press, speaks of outlawing Japan for
her madness, but reassures its readers with the illusion that the:
“unity of the neutral nations has been re-established”, (Feb. 1.).

American missionaries from the S0V1et distriets of China
admit that the workers and peasants are “giving a hearty wel-
come to the returning Communists . . . they enjoyed greater
liberty and a greater degree of prosperrty under the Reds than
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under - Nanking.” (Times, Jan. 381) The day before,
the Post recorded. the fact. that “the national quarter. of
Shanghai, before the Japanese occupation, was a hotbed of
Communism”.. The general strike called in Shanghai by the
Cf.P.‘l?h.—even under Japanese domination—is further evidence
of this.

Under these conditions of unexampled revolutionary fervor

and heroism, the proletariat of the world must rally militantly -

to the support of the Chinese revolution, must rally as it did to
~ defend Soviet Russia in the intervention of 1918-21. It has been
too quiescenit until now, satisfying itself too much with slogans
and resolutions. The C.P.U.S.A, is urging the formation of
united front committees against intervention, and of anti-war
commdittees; the adoption of resolutions of protest in the shops,
workers organisations, ete. demanding the withdrawal of Ameri-
can warships from China, hands off the Chinese masses, de-
fence of the Soviet Union. In the U.S. the nation-wide demon-
strations against hunger and unemployment, scheduled for Feb.
4, are being turned into demonstrations of protest and mobili-
sation against the war of annihilation of the Chinese Revolu-
tion, against the threatened intervention in the Soviet Union.

They must act on the slogan of turning the coming imperialist .

slaughter into a civil war,
: %
Anti-War Demonstration in New York.
New York, 15, February 1932.

A mass meeting of 4,000 workers took place here yesterday
against the attack launched by Japanese imperialism on the
Chinese people and against the threat to the Soviet Union.
A unanimously adopted resolutien called for the election of
anti-war committees. The meeting was organised by the
Friends of the Soviet Union.

THE WORLD
“DISARMAMENT” CONFERENCE

‘After Fourteen Days oi the Geneva
“Disarmament” Conierence.
‘By Gabriel Péri.
Geneva, February 14, 1932.

The debates " which began on February 9th at the.

Disarmament Conference are to be continued for a further ten
days. Then a much fiercer discussion will arise in the General
Commission. This ‘organ is, in a certain sense, the political
commission of the Disarmament Conference. Its importance
is so great that the French delegation made every effort to
get Benes or Politis elected as chairman of this Commission.
France’s intention has been only half realised. Henderson will
act ‘as. Chairman of the General Commission, just as he now
been appointed his deputy.

Let us endeavour to give a survey of the fourteen days’
deébate. In view of the danger of finding herself isolated,
France could not content herself in Geneva with repeating
her demand for security. The whole case of Tardieu, the
Figheh Minister, consisted in declaring that the League of
Nations is not powerful’ enough, that in the course of years
the League of Nations’ Pact has lost its power and that it is
necessary to give it new force.

'Tardien was not mistaken when he declared at Geneva
that his plan would be approved by the whole “public opinion
of France”. It'is a fact that the proposals made by Tardieu at
Geneva on February-5th received the general support of all
bourgeois fractions, including the socialist party. It is also
true to say that these proposals are completely in accord with
the " general political line, especially the anti-Bolshevist: line,
pursued by French imperialism during the past 13 years. .

What sort of reception did the representatives of the van-
quished powers give to this project, which means the
perpetuation of the Versailles system? The debate which arose
proved beyond: doubt the sharpness of the antagonisms which
split the capitalist .world; hut it likewise showed that France
is continuing to’flgrive- great advantage from her temporary
increase of- poweg. :fn.'face of Tardieu’s attack, the rival
Powers beat a retreat. Those who.eriticised the. French project
did so only in-a gencealed manner.- Briining’s speech was a
model example: in::this respeet,-a model example, of evasion and

capitulation. He made only a passing allusion to the scheme.,

Only one and a half line of his whole proclamation was
devoted to the draft conventiomn, of which he only deplored its
weaknesses. His kowtowing was quite in accordance with the
desires of the French government.

One could say the same thing with regard to the speech

of Count Apponyi, the Hungarian delegate. The 80-year old
Count has less to say now about a revision of the Peace
Treaties, So great was his anxiety not to rouse the dissatis-
faction of the French money-lenders, that he declared himself

ready to accept the text of the Draft of the Preparatory .

Committee as a basis for discussion.

In this concert, however, a voice was raised which was
somewhat more clearly opposed to the French Draft. The
Italian delegate Grandi spoke against the French demands by
stressing that the conclusion of numerous security and
arbitration treaties has not in the least resulted in a slowing
down of the armament race, but on the contrary is
accelerating it; he also protested against the system of
military predominance and demanded that the armed forces
be brought down to the level of the weakest countries.

The attitude which the Anglo-Saxon States adopted
between these two groups of Powers is to be attributed in the
first place to the profoundly shaken position of the British
Empire, and in the second place to the Anglo-American
rivalry. .

Sir John Simon and Mr. Gibson have—not without some
reservations—declared in favour of the Draft Convention.
Nevertheless, they both oppose the French thesis on security;
what they said regarding the French draft, hardly conceals
their aversion to it. Against France they declare for the
abolition of submarines. In' addition to this the British
delegate advocated the fixing of a maximum of armaments,
and the American representative advocated the reduction of
the figures contained in the London Naval Agreement, a re-
duction which would enable the United States to realise at
less cost naval equality with Great Britain.

These are the various positions adopted by the representa-
tives of the big imperialist Powers. Litvinow was quite right
when he declared that the security of which they are all
thinking, consists mainly in military supremacy in the event
of war. To this endeavour the delegate of Soviet Russia
opposed the slogan which accords with the deepest desires of
the mass of the people: security against imperialist war!

Revolutionary Seamen’s International
Appeals against War.
Berlin, 13th February 1982.
The International Union ¢f Seamen and Dockers has

jssued an appeal to the water transport workers of the world -

in connection with the imperialist war in the Far East. The
appeal points out that imperialist Japan has occupied Man-
churia with the support of imperialist France and has bom-
barded Shanghai, Nanking and Harbin from the land and
from the air. The occupation of Harbin was a blow against
the Soviet Union. The League of Nations supported Japan’s
drive and the League wag supported by the Second Internatio-
nal and the social demoerats in all countries. ’

The appeal points out that the shipowners have declared
openly that a new war would be desirable in view of the in-
creased demand for shipping and the rise of prices. That
thousands of seamen would meet their deaths was unimportant,
the vessels were insured.

The war in the Far East was an alarm signal for the
water transport workers. A new imperialist war was threat-
ened. The appeal then calls on the water transport workers
all over the world to fight against imperialist war and

‘declares that the best way to do so is to increase their fight

against their own imperialist employers.

The new war threatened not only to divide up China and
crush the Soviet districts, but also to attack the Soviet Union.
Arms and ammunition for the fighting area were being loaded
feverishly in the harbours of the imperialist countries. The
appeal then calls for the election of control commissions in
all harbours, for the organisation of protest demonstrations
and for the prevention of troop and munition transports. The
dockers are called upon to refuse to load arms and ammuni-
tion. Down with imperialist war! Down with Japanese im-
perialism! Hands off the Soviet Union. :

-
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The lel. Party eonfeponce of the C.P.S.U.

- On the Second Five -Year Plan.

By V. Molotovw.

" Full Text of the Report Delivered at the XVII Party
Conierence of the C.P.S.U.

(Continued.)

Now with regard to the question of the State. The question
of the State is not specially discussed in our theses. This is
natural, While raising the problem of the liquidation of classes
in our second Five-Year Plan, we cannot, and must not, by
any means raise the question of the superflousness, or of the
withering away of the State. On the contrary, in the
present stage it will still be necessary to strengthen the prole-
tarian State and increase its power.

This arises from the tasks which still confront us of
liquidating the capitalist elements, thwarting counter-revo-
lutionary machinations of the bourgeois elements against the
power of the working class, and from the tremendous organisa-
tional and educational tasks in respect of the mass of working
peasants who are undergoing a transformation onto a new
basis, and of the whole mass of toilers in town and country.

It is hardly necessary to say that in view of the existence
of the external capitalist environment, any weakening of the
proletarian State would be opportunism of the worst sort. In
. view of the increasing accentuation of the antagonisms between

the country that is building up socialism and the capitalist .

world, only one conclusion can be drawn, namely, the necessity

"for an all round strengthening of the proletarian State, to
increase its strength not only in regard to the inmer class
enemy, but also in regard to the hostile” class forces of
imperialism.

The best treatment of this question, as of all other main
tasks in the building up of socialism in our country, is such
a fundamental document as Lenin’s “State and Revolution”.
Together with the appropriate literary documents by Marx and
Engels, we have here a key to the understanding of the funda-
mental questions of socialist constructuon, especmllv in regard
to the second Five-Year Plan.

~ Lenin thoroughly discusses the first lower stage of the
communist society (Socialism), on which we have already
entered, but which will not by a long way be ended in the
second Five year period. The characteristic peculiarity of
this phase, the phase of socialism, is that remnants of the
bourgeois society stlll remain.in the.shape of so-called ,,boul-
geois rights’.

Lenin says the following in “The State and Revolution™.

“Equal right, (says Marx) we indeed have here; but
it is still a ‘bourgecis right, which, like every right,
presupposes inequality. Every ‘right’ is an application of
the same measure to different people who, as a matter of
fact, are not similar and are not equal one to another;
and therefore, ‘equal right’ is really a violation of
equality, and an injustice. In effect, every man having
done as much social labour as every other, receives an
equal share of the social products (Wlth the above-
mentioned deductions). Notwithstanding this, differemnt
people are not equal to one another. One is strong,
another is weak; one is married, the other is not. One has
more children, another has less and so on.

“With equal labour, (Marx concludes) and therefore
with an equal share in the public stock of articles of
consumption, - one will, in reality, receive more than
another, will find himself richer, and so on, To avoid
all ‘[,hlS, ‘rights,” instead of being equal should be unequal.”

“The first phase of Communism. therefore, still cannot
produce Justlce and equality; differences, and unjust
differences, in wealth will still exist, but the exmloitation
of ~man by man will- have become impossible,
because it will be impossible to seize as private property
the means of production, the factories, machines, land,

and so on, While tearing to tatt‘ers' Lassalle’s small bour-
geois, confused phrase about “equality” and “justice” in
general, Marx at the same time shows the line of develop-
ment of comm\umst soc'lety, which is forced at first to
destroy enly the “injustice” that the means of production
are in the hands of private individuals. It is not capable
of destroying at once the {further injustice whieh "is
constituted by ‘the distribution of the articles of consump-
tion aceording to “work performed” (and not according
to need).”

And Lenin further points out that even after the abolition
of the capitalist elements and classes generally, the State can
wither away only gradually in the course of a long period.

“The State withers away in so far as there are no
longer any capitalists or any classes, and therefore there
can no longer be any oppression of class (emphasised in the
original),

The State, however, has not yet quite disappeared, for
there still remains the protection of bourgeois law which
actually sanctiong inequality. For the complete withering

" away of the State, complete Communism is necessary.”

In discussing the role of the State after the proletarian
revolution, Lenin refers to-the declaration of Engels’ that the
Commune was not a State in the actual sense of the word.
Lenin also says that the proletarian State is a semi-State,
i.e. that it differs fundamentally from the bourgeois State
with its rule of the minority (the exploiters) over the great
majority (the exploited). The proletarian State,: on its part,
is the organisation of the rule of the working class and the
development of proletarian demoecraey, i. e., of the increasingly
active participation of the working masses of the town and the
village in" the whole work of socialist construction.

In the words of Marx and Lenin which I have quoted
there is emphasised the existence of an inequality in society
even after the overthrow of the power of the bourgeoisie.

The first task of the socialist revolution is the abolition
of the possibility of exploitation of man by man, i. e, the
abolition of private property in the means of production;
but there exists an inequality in society long after, as equal
standards are applied to different people who are unequal to
one another and are not living under quite the same condi-
tions. This inequality will not be abolished at onee by-a long
way. And it cannot be abolished so long as there exists
the necessity of applying so-called” “bourgeois right”, which
consists in the distribution of articles of consumption “accor-
ding to work performed” and not according to needs. The
State is still under the “the protection of bourgeois law”, which
justifies actual inequality.

The fundamental distinction between the workers’ State
and the bourgeois State, however, is that “right”, under the
dictaturship of the proletarlat plotects the interests of the
toiling majority and aims at the suppression of the elements

-"hostile to the proletariat. Therefore, the working class ahd the

whole of the toiling masses are, in the present stage, con-
fronted with the task of consolidating the dictatorship of the
proletariat, strengthening the power of the proletarian. State.
Only on this condition is the complete liquidation -of the
capitalist elements and of classes in general and therewith
the establishement of the classless socialist society, possible,
1 the process of which the State will gradually wither away.

I come now to the question of the mutual relations
between the town and . the village, as envisaged in the per-
spectives of the second Five-Year Plan.

Flrs’r of ‘all'T will quote what. Engels. sa)s on this subJect
in his “Housing Question”. He states:.
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“On the other hand, it is perfectly utopian when
people like Proudhon wish to overturn the present society
and retain the peasant as such. Only a distribution of the
population as evenly as possible over the whole country,
only a close connection of-industrial with agricultural
production, together with the extension of the means
of communications ' which would be thereby rendered
necessary—assuming at the same time the abolition of the
capitalist &ystem of production—, is capable of wresting
the rural population from its isolation and brutalisation
in which 1t has vegetated practically without change for
thousands of “years.” ‘

The appropriate conclusion from the foregoing is also
drawn in our theses. It is pointed out in the theses that the

fulfilment of the tasks of the second Five-Year Plan means.

the creation of the prerequisites “for the complete abolition of
the contradiction between town and village.”

It is important, however, to say a few words here
regarding the question of the ways of abolishing this
contradiction. This will depend, on the one hand, upon the

‘town, upon industry and the like. On the other hand, it will

depend upon the village, which is being transformed upon the
-new collective farming basis (in the present stage in the form
of the artel). .

) It is particularly necessary to consider on what lines the
socialist transformation of agriculture is taking place. As you
know, this transformation is taking place on the basis of
collectivisation. You are also aware that the collective farms
represent a variety of the co-operatives, in fact the highest
forms of the co-operatives, their socialist type of production.

The distinction between the collective farms and the State
socialist undertakings is of tremendous political and practical
importance. The co-operative basis of the collective farm in
its artel form, the voluntariness of participation in it, and in
addition the setting up of the highest technical basis of col-
lective farming with State support and under State leadership,
taciliate to the highest degree the going over of the peasant
masses (via a number of stages of development of the collective
farms themselves) to Socialism. This follows from Lenin’s
world-known co-operative plan.

. The VI. Soviet Congress in the year 1931 emphasised the
difference between collective farms and Soviet farms. It
specially declared that the Soviet farms are State
undertakings, of which the State albne is the owner. It
declared at the same time that the owners of the collective
farms are the collective peasants. The difference is obvious.
This difference was emphasised by the Party in order to
obviate any false mixing of Soviet farms with collective farms
and vice versa, which, as-is known, has happened in a number
of cases. This decision made sufficiently plain the co-operative
character of the collective farms and the peculiarity of the
path of the peasantry to Socialism.

The peculiarity of the paths to Socialism trodden by the
working class and the peasantry is obvious. Owing to the
special conditions of its class position, the working class
- marches at the head of the peasantry through the highest

forms of socialist economy -at the present stage. The peculiarity

- of the position of the peasantry in the past leads to the
. special character-of ifs path to a classless socialist society—for
~~instance in the number of additional stages of transition and
longer periods of transition through which it passes. Both the
. workers and the collective peasants are builders of Socialism.
Both the workers’and the peasants in their mass will be con-
verted during the second Five-Year Plan into more active and
conscious builders of the classless socialist society. The pecul-
-iarity of the paths of their socialist development not only does
not render difficult the final victory of Socialism—in which
. finally - all differences between workers and peasants will
_-completely disappear—but it alone can secure this final victory.
The building up of Socialism, however, means the conti-
.-nuation in the near future, and sometimes even a considerable
sharpening, of the class struggle on certain fronts in various
. forms, This applies to the town, where the capitalist elements
have fundamentally already been liquidated; it applies with
even greater force to the village, where the liqudation of the
capitalist elements has not been completed.
. Everything that I have said in regard to the political
. character of the second Five-Year Plan is inseparably con-
- nected with the task of improving the material conditions of
the masses of workers and peasants. '

"~ The liquidation of parasitic class elements and the growth
of our national economy. the acecumulation of which is more

and more placed at the-dispesal of the -foilers, should ensure
that the second Five-Year Plan will see a far speedier rise in
both the material and the cultural standards of the mass of
the, people. The directives of the second Five-Year Plan call
attention to these tasks. ‘

It is the task of the second Five-Year Plan to increase
at least two to three times the supply of the most important
manufactured and food preduets to the population. Such a
grandiose task, realised in the course of a period of five years,
would not only exceed the powers of any bourgeois State, it
would also have exceeded our powers in the first five-year
period. It is only now, on the basis of the successful realisation
of the first Five-Year Plan, and thanks to the circumstance
that in the year 1932 we are approaching the successful
completion of the first Five-Year Plan, that we can and
must put the question of a further and, moreover, decisive
improvement of the standard of living of the working popula-
tion in the second Five-Year Plan.

Comrade Stalin’s statement that the working masses want
to live better and must live better—that they must be able to
satisfy all their growing demands, is a statement. which fully
¢orresponds to the needs of the moment. The Party must
guarantee the successful solution of the task of inereasing at
Jeast two to threefcld the standard of living of the workers
and of the tciling population in the village in the next five-
year period.

It is particularly important to improve the housing condi-
tions and the communal services. The directives do not contain
exact instructions regarding this. But it follows from the whole
political character of the theses. The improvement of the
housing and communal services, which has already begun,
must beccme the starting point for an essential improvement
of the housing and living conditions, particularly of the
working class,

Not only that. The question of decidedly improving the
material and living conditions of the working population of
the towns is now being placed by the Party on the order of
the day. It is a task of the possibility of achieving not
inconsiderable successes in this respect. These tasks must be
realised on a larger scale in the second five years.

Our resources in this respect are not exhausted by a long
way; they are growing from day to day. The decision on the
‘organising of a People’s Commissariat for light industry and
the contemplated reorganising of the food Commissariat inho
a Commissariat of the food industry corresponds to the tasks
of the increased mobilisation of the inner resources in order
to watisfy the growing material and cultural requirements of
the masses.

The question of increasing the goods circulation, of deve-

* loping Soviet trade and above all increasing retail trade, is of

special and immediate importance at the present moment, and
not only for this year. Without the development of shops and
stores—after private speculation-trade has declined and is
continually declining—it is impossible to satisfy the growing
requirements of the working and peasant masses. At the be-
ginning of the N.E.P., Lenin said that the most important
slogan of the Party is.the slogan “learn to trade”. The reali-
sation of this slogan was of tremendous importance at the time
for improving the national economy, for consolidating fhe
proletarian leadership of the village and for improving the
supplies to the population. But also. now, under new condi-
tions and with a new content, this slogan is of immediate
importance. ) )

‘ At the commencement of the N.E.P., the basis for the
development of trade was not only our socialist industry
but also the individual peasant, and partly the kulak, sector -
of the village. The development of trade under those circum-
stances ted at the same time to a certain regeneration of
the capitalist elements. For the Communists it emphasised
the necessity of carrying out the slogaa “learn to trade” in
order to beat the capitalist elements also in this field. This
task was, as a whole, carried out.

Since then the situation has thoroughly changed. Under-
the present conditions, the basis of the development of trade .
is. before all the rapidly growing socialist industry and the
socialist forms, the collective farms and Soviet farms, which

~already predominate in the rural distriets.

This means that the basis for developing Soviet goods
circulation has been considerably strengthened, that ‘conse-
quently better conditions exist for a further consolidation
of the proletarian leadership of the village, and that we
bhave increased possibilities of improving the supplies of
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industrial products and foodstuffs to the masses. It must
be particularly emphasised that solely on the basis of the
development of foreign trade, and before all the development
of retail trade, is it possible to abolish the rationing of food
and articles of consumption, which we had to introduce for
the time being, in spite of the disadvantages of this measure

(abuse, bureaucratism etc.). We shall more rapidly create the.

preconditions for abolishing rationing the more actively we
work already now at improving and’developing Soviet trade
and before all the network of retail trade.

Whilst in the second Five-Year-Plan we make it our
task rapidly to improve the well-being of the working and
‘peasant masses, we must at the same time reject such con-
eeptions as “Socialism is production for consumption”. The
one-sidedness and incorrectness of such a phrase is obvious.
Essentially, this mistake is similar to the principle enunciated
by Lassalle and criticised by Marx, namely: “the right of
the worker to the full product of his labour™. In actual fact
this principle is unrealisable and obviously false, ag the
workers never denied nor will deny the necessity of setting
aside a part of the product of their labour for the genecral
needs of the State, for the.creation .of reserves ete. This
- narrow consumers’ attitude to Socialism does not correspond
to the interests of the workers’ State and the theory of
Leninism. The greatest satisfaction of the needs of the masses
is inseparably connected with the abolition of the parasitic
Attempts to separate questions of consump-
tion from the raising of production and the carrying out of
the policy of industrialisation—that is to say, from increa-
sing, in the first place, heavy industry and developing the
production of the means of production—leads to mistaken
conclusions. We have ‘laid down in -the theses the necessary
linking up of the fundamental political tasks with the tasks
of ‘rapidly improving the well-being of the working  and
. peasant masses.. : ‘

In the passage I have already quoted from the resolution
characterising the fundamen‘tal political tasks of the second
Five-Year Plan, it is also said that we are confronted with
the task of overcoming the remnants of capitalism in economy
and in the minds of the people. In connection therewith we
shall encounter questions such as: How will it be with the
remnants of capitalism in- thp minds of ’(he . beople on

“1st January 19387 (Laughtel) -

It is clear that in this respect sche matmm dnd a scholdstlc
approach. to the matter can only do harm. It sutfices mean-
while to deal with the:fundamental Guestion in this sphere—
“the ‘question of the distinction between manual and mental
1abour, -in_ order 'to unxderstanwd the real character of ’rhe
theses

As you ]«.now our theses do- not say. anythmg about the
abohhon, during the sedond Five-Year Plan, of the distinction
between manual and mental labour. This is: doneé guite
deliberately, i spite: of .the fact that.the press is already
making attenipts to raise. this .question in connection with the
second ‘Five-Year Plan.: The .Central Committee:  is of the
opinion that to put this question in the theses would be both
preinature and inexpedient, as the abolition of the distinction
between manual und mental labour is a very lengthy process
and rot one that W1H he achieved in one or two Five-Year
periods.

* The OLt()bt*l Revolutwn has d,hﬁady done a good deal to
begin the undermining of this distinction. .Liquidation of
illiteracy is one of ’rhe fundamental measures in this direc-
tion. The fact that not only lower but also higher education
is accessible to every. worker and every toiler of the village,
~and the excecdlnglv rapid growth of the teclinical and
scientific cadres in our country show that we are creating the
material ‘and cultural conditions for the struggle to abolish
the distinction between mental and manual labour. But we
- consider it premature and not in accordance w ith the objective
prerequisites to include already in the second Five-Year Plan
the task of abolishing the distinction between mental and
manual labour.

On the other hand, the realisation of such tasks as the
complete liquidation of the capitalist. elements and classes in

" general, as well as the rapid improvement of the well- bemg of
the workers, cannot but be connected with the task of over-
coming the remnants of capitalism not only in eccnomy. but
also in the consciousness of the people. Of course, these
‘remnants will not by a long way be liquidated in the course
of the second Five-Year Plan. Nevertheless, in the secohnd
Five-Year Plan, the fight to overcome the relics of capitalism,

_chief opportunist danger for our

————

not only in ‘the economy -but. also in the minds of the
people, must be developed on the whole front in accordance
with the fundamental political tasks ot the Party.

Finally, with regard to our Party and the fight against
opportunism.
. Our Party, our wokag class! are leading the toilers of
the Soviet Union from vietory to thory. Our Pdr’ry 18
increasing numerically every year, and is also increasing its
coninections” not only with the working clasy but also with
the working masses in the village: our Par’cy is growing in
regard to the experiences acquired by it in socialist construec-
tion and the whole of the revolutionary proletarian struggle,
our Party is growing ideologically and being steeled in the
fight against every anti-Leninist distortion an(l deviation, in
the fight- for the Leninist general line. All these are the
most important preconditions for the successful leadership of
socialigt construction.

i In the period of the sccond Five-Year Plan in the period
of the final liquidation of the capitalist elements and of

‘classes generally, our Party will be confronted with the most

complicated tasks: the fight for -the ecarrying out of the

. Leninist line, for the exposure and necessary combating of

opportunist vacillations of every kind.

The abolition of the capitalist elements is connected with
the intensification of the class struggle in a number of
spheres. The influence of the bourgeoisie is showing-itself and
will show itself not only on the collective farms but also in
the works and.factories. The class enemy has his agents, and
will have them for a long time, on various sectors of cocialist
construction and-in the Party itself. The fact that with us
there is no unemployment while it means that the workers

"are assured of work, it -also means that hostile class elements

are penetrating into our factories and our institutions; that
they will make ever fresh attempts to frustrate Bolshevist
work . with their counter-revolutionary attacks, by sabotage,
by  cultural disintegration work of individual groups of
collective peasants dand the like. .

The strengthening and the growth of the State apparatus,

. bofh in comnection with the .growth of industry and enspecxa]ly

in connectlon with the socialist forms in the village, results in
our organs being rapidly filled not only with working

_elements devoted to the cause of Socialism, but also that there

is ‘a certain mew influx of bourgeois elements, including
openly hostile elements into these organs.

Ever fresh millions of toilers are joining in 'the work of
socialist construction, who .inevitably bring with them petty-
bourgems tladlltlons which are bound to make themselves felt

~again and- agam on this or. that sector of Party work. Finally,

considerable new cadres aré coming into the Party which are

" far from being steeled from the Bolshevist point of view and
" must inevitably, to a-certain extent succomb Yo the pressure of
“hostile class influences.

From all this it follows that the struggle against opportun-
ism as an expression of bourgeois influence over the prole-

“tariat dand the toilers must be in the centre of the Party’s atten-

tion: Insofar as‘the main task is fmally to hqmddte the capita-
list elements, the Right danger remains also in the future the
arty.

The history of the fight of the Party against the ‘Right
opportunists has sufficiently shown that the Right opportunist
clements are the most dangerous weapon of the class enemy in

" the period of the developing struggle to liguidate the capitalist

clements. From this we must draw our conclusions for the

“second:Five-Year Plan, It will be our main task to fight against

the Right opportunists who are endeavouring to retard the
Bolshevist pace of development and to hamper the Party in
hqulxdatmg the capitalist elements.

This does not mean .that the tasks of the fight against
opportunism can be limited to the fight against the Right

- danger.” Proceeding” from the. experiences of the fight of the

Party against Opportunism in the past, we can say with cer-
tainty that moments may arise when the blows of the Party

must be directed principally against the “distortions”, against

the “Lefts”. Such a setting of the task in the fight against
opportunism on two fronts follows’ directly from the policy of

"the . Party, wheréby the dncreased flgh'c against the Right

opportunists as the chief danger in the g'lveu stage is dictated
by the ‘whale colrse of events. ]
These are the political precondmons of the fight in the

second Five-Year Plan, of the fight for the constructlon of

Socialism (Loud ‘applause).
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III. Technical Reconstruction and Bolshevist Tempo.

I now come to the questions of economic construction in the
second Five-Year Plan.

Already at the beginning of the first Five-Year Plan we
went over from the period of restoration to the period of
reconstruction, to the period of the general technical trans-
formation of our national economy. In varying degrees, in
various spheres of economy we are already able to record cer-
tain achievements in this respect. N
’ As you are aware, a number of important branches of in-
dustry have been ,seccessfully transformed technically in the
last few years. You are also aware that new big industrial
construction and the equipment of the factories already built
with the latest technique have made good progress in the first
Five-Year Plan.

We know very well that in agriculture a real technical
revolution has already commenced. But it is only at the be-
ginning, not more.

What is most important is, that we already possess our own
industrial basis for the Bolshevist development of the recon-
struction of our economy. On the basis of the advance already
made by heavy industry, we can set these tasks and, according
to the fundamental interests of Socialism, make them our chief
tasks in the second Five-Year Plan.

The theses proceed from this standpoint in determining the
economic character of the second Five-Year Plan. The theses
state regarding this:

“The fundamental and decisive economic task of the
second Five-Year Plan is the completion of the reconstrue-
tion of the whole national economy and the creation of
the most modern technical basis for all branches of national
economy.“

And further:

. “The leading role in completing the technical recon-
struction falls to Soviet machine-construetion.”
“The most important element in the technical recon-

_ struction of natienal economy consists in the creation of
amodern energy basis, grounded on the broadest
electrification of -industry and transport and on the
general permeation of agriculture with electric energy.”

This must be the attitude to economic construction in
the second Five-Year Plan.

One can add-a few words regarding the extent of the
economic tasks in the second Five-Year Plan. The extent of
these tasks can best be seen by the amount of capital invest-
ments proposed. As these to a great extent have not yet been
determined and we have at our disposal only the provisional
proposals, we can only speak very approximately of the scale
of economic construction in the second Five-Year Plan. These
very provisional proposals regarding capital investments in
the second Five-Year Plan give us the figure of 140 to
150 thousand million roubles.

Compared with the first five-Year Plan this marks a
tremendous increase, an increase of approximately 2%
times. It is quite possible that these proposals will be
exceeded in actual practice.

A few words regarding the leading element of technical
reconstruction in the second Five-Year Plan.

] In the before-quoted formulation of the theses it is
- expressly pointed out that the leading role in this sphere falls
to Soviet machine-building,

It is: also known that some comrades are not satisfied
with this formulation and consider it necessary to emphasise
that only electrification as such should be regarded as the
main basis of technical reconstruction of national economy.
In reality this is a one-sided and narrow interpretation of the
Leninist treatment of the question of the role of electrifica-
tion in our country. As an. attempt is made here -to cite
Lenin, it is necessary that I go into this matter somewhat.

In order to understand how Lenin regarded the task of
the technical. reconstruction of our economy ' and_the role of
electrification it is best to study the matter in order really to
understand how Lenin put this question.

In this. connection I give two guotations from ILeninist
documents:

In the first place I quote what Lenin said in his theses at
the "third Congress of the Comintern in 1921, entitled: The
mfaigria@ basis of Socialism and the Plan for the electrification
of Russia.

* industry, electrification, Volkovstroy etc.”

" machine building

“This sole material basis of Socialism can be only-the
big machine industry which is capable also of reorganising
agriculture. We cannot, however, be content with such a
general thesis. It must be concretised. The big machine
industry corresponding to the level of modern technique
and capable of reorganising agriculture, is the electrifica-
tion of the whole country.”

As you see, according to Lenin, the only material hasis of
Socialism is the big machine industry, which is inseparably
bound up with the electrification of the whole country, not
however electrification alone, in the narrow sense of the
word.

I quote what Lenin said in his article, “Better Lit_ﬂe but
Good”, where he particularly clearly expresses the idea of
technical reconstruction in our country.

“If we retain the leadership of the peasantry in the
hands of the working class, then there arises for us the
possibility, at the cost of very great frugality in the
economy of our State, that even the smallest saving will
accrue to the advantage of our big machine industry, for
the development of electrification, of water power, of
turf produetion, the completion of Volkovstroy ete,

Here and here alone lies our hope. Only then shall
we be in a position to change from one horse to another—
to use. a metaphor—namely, from the peasant’s horse, the
poor  wse of the mujik, to the horse which the proletariat
is seening and must seek—the horse of big machine in-
dustry, of electrification, of Volkovstroy.”

According to Lenin, reconstruction consisted in changing
“from the peasant’s horse, from the feeble horse of the mujik,
to the horse of saving”‘ etc, “to the horse of the big machine
Here there is again
emphasised the 1nsepdrab1hty of big machine industry and
electrification in°® realising the technical reconstruction of
the national economy. Lenin again and again emphasises the
importance of the big machine industry and at the same time
of electrification, water power, turf ete.

In this way there follows from the Leninist conception
the formulation eof the theses of the leading role of Soviet
industry and electrification as the most
important element of technical reconstruction.

The State electrification Plan was only a first draft of
the technical reconstruction of our economy. The task of
technical reconstruction as laid down in the directives on the
second Five-Year Plan detérmined with greater concreteness
than formerly the role of the Soviet ;machine building
industry, and in particular the importance of the modern
power base on the foundation of the broadest electrification.
In this sense the thes»es are based entirely on the appropriate
Leninist statements; they are at the same time -a further
concretisation of the before-mentioned thesis applied to the

period of the second Five-Year Plan.

Here 1 must emphasise the necessity of going over from
details in the formulation of this or that, in general indispu-
table, thesis to the real estimation of the content of the tasks
of reconstruction. The more so as in the struggle over formula-
tions some comrades neglect the main thing: the real content
of the question.

With all their brevity the theses give the possibility of
forming a relatively conecrete picture, not only of the general
extent, but also of the relations of the fundamental elements
of economic construction in the second Five-Year Plan.

In this connection I refer in the first place to the figures
quoted in the theses regarding the growth of the most
important branches of indust‘ry.

It is easily seen that in.the second Five-Year Plan the
most rapid tempo is prescribed for electrification. In the course
of the second Five-Year Plan the production of electrical
power is to be increased sixfold, This follows from what is
said in the theses on the role of the modern power base. In
regard to increased tempo, the second place is occupied by
the machine-building industry. Machine construction is to
increase not less than three to three and a half times. In
regard to the most important fuels—oil and coal—there is
envisaged an increase of 2% to 3 times. Fmally, the production
of articles of every day use is estimated to increase at least
two to threefold.



No. 7

International Press Correspondence

127

The figures guoted regarding the increase: of ‘the most
important branches of industry best show the importance and
the perspectives of development of these branches of economy
in the second Five-Year Plan.

I will now deal with the different branches of economy.

1. The modern power base and above all electrificatiom.
In the first place, how has the State electrification plan been
carried out up to the present time?

According to the State electrification Plan, the output
of the central power stations was to have amounted to 1,750,000
kilowatts. The figureg show that up to the commencement of
this year the output of the central power stations in the
Soviet Union amounted to 1,719,000 kilowatts. Thus the State
electrification plan was fulfilled already in the third year of
the Five-Year Plan. It must be further pointed out that the
plan for the erection of electric power works must this year
secure a hundred per cent. increase in the output capacity
of the central power stations.

What tempo of electrification is evisaged in the second '

Five-Year Plan?

From what I have said it is to be seen that the output
of electric power will be increased by about sixfold, i. e., from
17,000 million kilowatt hours at the end of the first Five-Year
Plan to 100,000 million kilowatt hours at the end of the second
Five-Year Plan, This is an extraordinarily rapid pace of
development, which can be seen when one makes a comparison
with the tempo in other States.

Already in the past year we reached the level of Great
Britain in the year 1924 in regard to the production of
electric power. In Great Britain, however, the production of
electric power has increased in the five years from 1924 to
1929 from 10,900 million, to 16,300 million kilowatt hours. And
with us? The answer to this question depends upon us, as
with the carrying out of the programme for 1932 the Soviet
Union will increase the production of electric power Irom
10,600 kilowatt hours in the previous year to 17,000 million
kilowatt hours. That is to say, we shall achieve in one year
more than Great Britain did in the course of five years during
the period of the world erisis.

Let us-make a comparison with the United States, where
the production of electric power is particularly great.

Already in the year'1911/12 the United States was on a
somewhat higher level in regard to the production of electric
energy than we are at the beginning of 1932. In the five years
following, up to 1915/16, the production of electric power in the
United States ‘increased to 17,000 million kilowatt hours. But
America has also made further rapid headway. In the year
1929, the production of electric power in the  United States
reached 91,000 million - kilowatt hours, That was its highest
point, after which, as a result of the crisis, a certain decline
set in. You know, however, that we have set ourselves the task
of reaching 100,000 million kilowatt hours at the end of the
Five-Year Plan. That is to say, in regard to the quantity of
electric power, we shall advance to the ranks of the leading
. countries of techmique, '

As yousee, things are not at all bad with us in regard to the
pace of growth of electrification in the second Five-Year Plan.
‘We must only carry out what we propose.

But as a result of the planned management of our cconomy,
we have great advantages not only in regard to the pace of
electrification, but also in regard to the utilisation of our pow-
er works. Consequently, in spite of our technical backward-
ness, the coefficient of the wtilisation of the power works in the

* Soviet Union is considerably higher than the corresponding
figures of other countries, Thus with us, in the year 1928/29,
the power works were utilised on an average 38 per cent.,
whilst in other countries the wutilisation was much less; in the
United States 34 per cent., in Germany 26 per cent., in Great
. Britain 21 per cent.; in France 18 per cent.

On. the other hand, we have to record great deficiencies in
this sphere. This is already to be seen from the fact that in
spite- of the higher percentage of utilisation of the power sta-
tions with us, much more fuel is consumed in the production of
a kilowatt hour of current than in other countries.

The estimates of the Five-Year Plan in regard to oil and
coal are already known. v

Here also we have adopted a tremendous pace. If we carry
out the tasks in this resbect, we shall greatly consolidate our
-power base, . o .

It is clear, however,. that. the realisation of the prescribed
tasks, the tasks in regard to creating a modern power base for
the tremendously increasing socialist production in the Soviet

.

Union, depends in the first place upon the development of our
machine building industry, that it rests immediately on Soviet
machine construction and particularly on electro-technique.

2. Machine building and Metal.

In addition to the proposal for a general increase in the
pace of the machine building industry, which as you know is
already contained in the theses, we have in the future to per-
form a great work for ‘discovering the possibilities and tasks
confronting the various branches of machine construction. This
is not only the business of the People’s Commissariat for the
heavy industry, but also of all economic organisations whose
work is connected with the transformation of the technical
basis. .
Our machine building ig already able to record a tremen-
dous pace of development.

Capital investments in the machine building industry have
increased nearly tenfeld in the last five years. In the same
five years the gross production increased more than 2%-fold.
As you know, the whole Five-Year Plan of the machine build-
ing industry has been carried out in three years. It is likewise
generally known that particularly in regard to the construction
of agricultural machinery the Five-Year Plan was surpassed in
three years.

Is there any proof needed that the rate of growth of the
machine industry proposed in the second Five-Year Plan,
amounting to 3 to 3¥-fold, represents the minimum; that: the
machine-building industry must strive to surpass this pro-
gramme? .

The theses envisage an increase in the production of pig
iron to not less than 22 million tons by the end of the second
Five-Year Plan, while at the same time securing for the
machine building industry the necessary production of high
quality steel.

How is one to estimate the proposals for such a growth
of our smelting industry? Let us make here a comparison with
other countries,

In Great. Britain there has been only an inconsiderable

. inerease in the production of pig iron in the last decade. In

the period preceding the world war, the production of pig
iron (teking the average annual production /in the five-year
period from 1911/1915) amounted to mnearly 10 million tons.
In the last ten years, however, the production of pig iron in
Great Britain amounted to. about 6 million tons a year, which
is a considerable decline. '

In Germany the production of pig iron increased very
rapidly at the end of the 19th and at the beginning of the
20th - century. As is known, Germany rapidly bhecame a
technically leading capitalist country. What was the pace of
development of the production of pig ircn in Germany before
the war? In the last five years of the 19th.century the
production of pig irom increased by 2,800,000 tons, in the first
five years of the 20th century by 3,500,000 tons, and in the
third five years by 2,900,000 tons. That -was the pace of
development of the smelting industry in Germany before the
war, when there was an all-round rapid advance of industry.

Finally, let us take the pace of development of the
smelting industry in the United States. Here the production of
pig iron increased in the last five years of the 19th century
by 3,400 000 tous; in the first five years of the 20th century
by 6,900,000 tons; in the second five years by 5,900,000 tons;
in the third five years by 3,500 000 tons. Ounly in the five years
of the world, war (from 191520) the production of pig iron in
the United States increased by 9,600,000 tons, whilst in the
five years following it retrogressed considerably. Thus, if we
take the pre-war period, the maximum increase of the output
of pig iron in the United States in five years amounted .to
6,900,000 tons. One must admit that this represents an-extra-
ordinarily rapid growth of the iron-smelting industry. -

A comparison between the development of the iron-
smelting industry of Great Britain, Germany and the United
States and the growth of the output of pig irom proposed in
the second Five-Year Plan justifies us in being proud of the
tremendous advantages of our socialist economy. The pro-
gramme of 22 million tons of pig iron in the second Five-
Year Plan means, that in five years we must increase the
production of pig iron by at least 12 million tons. In no other
country has there been such a rapid growth of the iron
smelting industry, for this growth exceeds the powers of thé
capitalist countries. Only the ‘Soviet Union, with its socialist
economy, can set itself such a gigantic task,
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At the same time, attention must be called to the big
deficiencies in the work of our iron smelting indusfry, by
abolishing which it is possible already now greatly to in-
crease the output of pig iron, iron and steel.

This is shown before all by the figures of the average
utilisation c¢f our furnaces compared with the ecapitalist
countries, The productivity of our furnaces is one and a half
time less than. the productivity of the furnaces in the United
States and Germany.

The shortcomings of our smelting industry are also shown
by the low productivity of labour. The amount of pig iron
smelted per year per worker amounts in the United States to
1300 tons, in Germany to 620 tons and in the best works of
the Soviet Union to 300 tons. The renewal of the machine
equipment of the smelting works and the better organisation
of work in these untertakings can and must bring about a
thorough improvement in the shortest possible time. .

It must be remarked that it is impermissible for metal
to be wasted as it is in our machine building works. This
is shown by the 111vebt1gat10ns made by the Central Control
Commission of the People’s Commissariat of Workers and
Peasants’ Inspection, which recorded that the average

- percentage of waste metal amounts in Germany to 23 per cent.
and with us to 56 per cent.

The programime of the second Five-Year Plan in rvegard to
pig iron production means a tremendous growth. In the main,
it corresponds to the existing demands for metal and the
requirements of the various branches of industry. It is our
very first task to carry out at all costs the programme of pig
iron production. For this purpose the smelting industry itself
(iron and non-ferrous smelting indusiry) must be supplizd with
the requisite best machines and the appropriate leading
technical basis.

3. In regard to transport, post and telegraph. Up to
récently transport was one of the most backward sections
in regard to technical reconstruction.

" The rapid improvement of railway transport, which is so
necessary to us, depends not only upon reconstruction but also
upon the decided improvement of its present utilisation. In
this respect railway orapsport is not, yet up to the required
. level.

" Nevertheless, railway and also water
confronted with new reconstruction tasks.
" The theses propose an extension of the ra.llway lines

"in the second Five-Year Plan to 25 to 30 thousand kilometres.
This is a tremendous increase in new railway construction
ccompared with the first Five-Year Plan. This is of first-class
importance to all branches of our national economy. It must
not be forgotten that transport is one of the leading branches
.of our national econorny. The fresh railway construction
enables us to explmt the vast mineral resources in the new
regions and to inecrease the utilisation of the inner resources
of ‘the main centres of industry.

The chief thing in regard to the reconstruction of rail-
way transport at present is the rapid introduction of more
efficient locomotives and of waggons with a greater loading
capacity, as well as to develop automatic couplings and auto-
matic signals, automatic brakes and Diesel locomotives.

) In addition, in the second Five-Year Plan our automobile
transport begins for the first time to-adopt a Bolshevist pace
of development. This is already shown by the fact that by
the end of the Five-Year Plan the annual production of the
automobile industry will amount to not less than three to
four thousand cars. At the same time, this must not in any
_casc lead to a neglect of the horse and horse transport. Such
a négglect must be decidedly combated as harmful overweening
pride,

: Our air transport is now being placed on a firm basis.

-It is clear that in our vast country aviation transport has
extraordinary prospects in front of it.

The post and telegraph service, and in particular the
wireless service, must also be placed on a new basis in the

. second Five-Year Plan. It is necessary to owercome in the
. shortest possible time our extreme backwardness in regard to
..the post and telegraph service, as this is one of the essential
preconditions for the growth of socialist construction.

In order decidedly to improve the whole transport service
.and the post and telegraph service, we need a very rapid
-growth and transformation of the transport-machine con-
struction, as well as of the électric industry and in particular
of the radio industry.

transport - are

Y In regard to agriculture, The main question of agri-
culture in the second Five-Year Plan must be the question

of the harvest yield.

In the last few years we have made almost no progress
in this respect. It is true there is a certain growth of the
harvest yield, but it is very insignificant. Now, when we are
Iap1d1y increasing the employment of machmes, tractors,
mowing and threshing machines ete. and when chemical
fertilisers are also being employed to an increasing extent
in agriculture, we must raise the question of increasing the '
harvest yield to the central question of the workers in agri-
culture. It is time to adopt a Bolshevist tempo in increasing
the harvest yield of our collective and Soviet farms.

The time has also come when we must tackle in. a Bolshe-
vist manner the solution of the question of the fight against
drought. It must not be forgotten that the drought in the
year 1931, which visited a number of regions in the East,
caused a loss to- our national economy of several hundred
million poods of grain. We must in the second Five-Year Plan
conduct a regular fight against drought.

The development of our technical plants is of special
importance in regard to the proposed tremendous increase
of the light industry -and the food industry. It is impossible
to improve the material well-being of the working population
two to threefold without decidedly increasing the cotton,
sugar beet and flax harvest etc. :

In this connccticn it is necessary to call attentlon to the

. great role of the chemical industry, without the rapid develop-

ment of which we shall not be able to secure the necessary
harvest yield of the technical plants. Meanwhile, we are still
very much behindhand in regard to the pace of promoting the
chemical industry. An end must be put to this at all costs in
the second Five-Year Plan, and we must put the question of
developing -the main branches of the chemical industry.

We have in the last few years achieved considerable sue-
cesses in regard to the growth of socialist cattle-breeding.

" Whilst our ‘Soviet grain farms were the model of the
gigantic pace of promoting agriculture, the Soviet cattle-
breeding farms have likewise in a short time become powerful
and great organisations. But in regard to produectivity, both
our Soviet grain farms and also the Soviet cattle-breeding
farms are on a very low level. In the second Five-Year Plan,
the task of developing cattle-breeding on the ‘Soviet farms
and ecllective farms acquires particularly great importance as
one of the most important preconditions for ]mpmvmg the

- supplies to the broad masses.

The tractors will form the techmcal basis for trdnsiornnn"
agriculture also. in the second five years. It suffices to say
that the tractor factories already built and those in course. of
construction will at the end of the Five-Year Plan supplv
agriculture with at least 170000 tractors a year.

In the second Five-Year Plan there arises once again the

question of electrification as an instruiment for the teehmcal

reéconstruction of agriculture. The theses point to the necessity
of gradually applying electrification in agriculture. With
1"e‘gard to the extent of this task in the second Five-Year Plan,
it is still diffieult to judge at present. One can only assume
that of the 100,000 million kilowatt hours electric power which
we shall have at the end of the second Five-Year Plan, some
thousand million will be immediately consumed by agrlculture
In addition to tractors, this chief element of the technical
reconstruction of agnculture the rvole of electrification in
agriculture will increase more and more in the second five
ears.

v In accordance with the new tasks in the sphere of the

technical reconstruction of agriculture, the question of master-
ing technique here acquires extraordinary importance. It should
be remarked, by the way, that the matter is by no means
confined to the task of learning to use tractors and combines,
or learning to employ electric power in land cultivation and
cattle breeding. The aquirement of technique in agriculture

‘must at all costs include the appropriation of the achievements

of agronomy and zootechny. Wi must decidedly make an end
to cur backwardness in the sphere of agronomy and zootechny.
The completion of  the technical reconstruction of our
national economy, the gigantic development of our machine
building and of our whole industry and the extraordinary
development in regard- to the tempo of elect‘rlﬁcahon place
tremendous demands on the technical cadres. .
'We cannot realise the task of complete reconstruction of
all branches of our national economy in the second Five-Year
Plan unless the whole new army of technicians, engineers,
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agronomists, and scientific workers of the various specialities
really acquire a knowledge of techmique, not to speak of the
acquirement of technique by the cadres, numbering many
thousands, of the qualified workers required by us. If the
question of technical cadres became so acute in the first
Five-Year Plan, this question acquires still greater impor-
tance in connection with the completion of the technical recon-
struetion of our national economy. :

Also in the question of the technical cadres we have made
some ‘“‘revisions” in the Five-Year Plan originally decided.

In the last few years we were compelled to undertake
a really thorough reformation of our technical training. We
have already achieved a good deal here in regard to quantity.
With regard to the scientific-technical qualification of our
cadres, in the majority of cases we have to record a not very
high, and in fact even only a very low level. .

Therefore, the slogan proclaimed by Comrade Stalin: “the
Bolsheviki must master technique” is the most important slo-
gan of the Party. This slogan must become in fact the slogan
of the second Five-Year Plan, of the Five-Year Plan of comple-
tion of the technical reconstruction of national economy. If we
do not achieve decisive results in regard to mastering the mup-to-
date technique of the world by our Bolshevist cadres, we shall
not fulfil the main tasks of the second Five-Year Plan. Here,
too, the Bolsheviki must proceed at the head and lead the
masses of engineers and technicians with them.

Under the conditions in which we are completing the
technical reconstruction of all branches of our national econo-
my, the mastery of technique calls for the most rapid training
of many thousands of qualified workers, the promotion of new
_cadres of organisers of socialist economy from the ranks of the
workers and of the working peasants who are devoted to the
cause of Socialism; further, a comprehensive extension of
appropriate secientific institutes and authorities, in order to
propagate the scientific-technical questions in our country and,
in connection therewith, a Bolshevist degree of work in regard
to the practical realisation of an all-round education of the
people and also in regard to developing the technical educa-
tion of the masses.

The carrying out of technical reconstruction renders neces-
" sary the appropriate utilisation of specialists of the bourgeois
type. This question also is of particular importance to us.

Lenin said, when emphasising the importance of the work
in drawing up the plans of electrification of our country:

“We consider it a success that we have drawn in dozens
and hundreds of engineers and representatives of science
‘who "are permeated with bourgeois views, and allotted to
them the task of reorganising the whole economy, industry
and agriculture, awakened their interest in this work, and

. received manifold material from them.” :

The present situation differs in many respects from the
. period.in which the plan of the Goelro was worked out. Never-
‘theless, the question of drawing in specialists of the bourgeois
type, old specialists into our work, has not lost anything of its
importance. . g o

Nay more, in a number of cases the work of the foreign

specialists is of tremendous importance. In order to acquire
foreign technique, which at present we utilise to a relatively
slight extent, we are not seldom compelled to avail ourselves of
the services of foreign specialists, We can only be thankful to
those among them who conscientiously fulfil the obligations
undertaken by them and actively work in organising our new
factories. The duty of the Communists consists in skilfully
- atilising these specialists, in organising the necessary control,
~and in connection therewith, increasingly mastering the essen-
tials of the work. Lenin spoke very plainly regarding these
duties of the -Communists: )

“The Communist who does not show his capacity for
mastering and modestly controling the work of the specia-

lists by penetrating into the nature of the work and '

studying its details, such a Communist often only ecauses
“harm. There are many such Communists with us. I would
exchange dozens of them for one who conscientiously stu-
dies his work and knows the bourgeois specialist.”

Lenin here most sharply attacks those Communists who do
- not fulfil their-direct obligations in regard to supervising the
work of the specialists, and in connection therewith, their obli-
gations in regard to the independent acquirement of technique
and the knowledge of the essentials:of their work. This remark
by Lenin is of first-class importance to us at the present time.

It only remains for me to emphasise the task of our
scientific institutions in connection with the main problems of
the second Five-Year Plan. We are justified in demanding
from the Academy of Sciences in Leningrad and the Commu-
nist Academy in Moscow, from the scientifie research institutes
and technical institutes, as well as from the publishing houses
and technical periodicals, for the purpose of realising the great
task confronting the country of technically reconstructing our
national economy, the fulfilment of a general directive:
technique and science in the service of the second Five-Year
Plan!

Of course, the purely theoretical wosk in the sphere of
science and technique must also he developed, But there can be
no doubt that a real approach of the Work of our scientific and
technical collaborators to the practical work of socialist con-
struction will help the ecause of science in the Soviet Union
and promote its development, ;

In conclusion, I come to the question of the eriteria by
which we must measure our economic successes.

Not so very long ago the chief criterion of our economic
work was, as you know, the pre-war level. At that time we
compared the progress of this or that branch of economy with
the situation before the war. But it iz not due to chance that
more and more rarely we make use of this ecriterion. We
have made far too much progress in order to consider our
pre-war level as a suitable standard for judging our economic
work. .

We are now making more and more frequent use of other

- criteria.

Thus we are comparing the directives of the second Five-
Year Plan with those of the first Five-Year Plan. We speak of
inereasing the production of electric power, developing our
machine industry ete. in relation to the level attained in the
last year of the first Five-Year Plan. These are now our
fundamental socialist eriteria,

.But this is not the only criterion of our economiec successes.
For us the international criterion, the comparison of the
development of the different branches of our economy with
the corresponding statistical data of the capitalist States is
also of great importance. Also in the future we shall-not be
able to dispenss with comparisons of this sort.

We can call to mind Lenin’s slogan “Overtake and outstrip
the technically and economically advanced capitalist
countries”. We are still far from the realisation of this slogai.
But in- this respect we are making considerable steps forwards
in the second Five-Year Plan, '

The theses state that at the conclusion of the second
Five-Year Plan, the Soviet Union must occupy. first plaee .in
Europe in regard to technique. It cannot be denied that this
is setting a very high aim, and this criterion possesses for us
exceedingly great importance. )

We .are not setting ourselves the task,*during the second
Five-Year Plan, of overtaking and outstripping the most
advanoed. capitalist countries as a whole in' regard to technique
and economics. The theses, however, state that in a number
of branches of economy we can and must avertake and outstrip
the advanced -capitalist  countries in regard to technical

. economics. It is clear that here, too, the employment of inter-

national eriteria is of great political and tremendous practical
importance.

Of course, it is not seldom difficult and sometimes even
impossible to draw a comparison between the Soviet Union
and the other countries, if only becauge the appropriate data
from abroad are lacking, for, as you know, in the capitalist
countries there is lacking such a control of national economy
as exists with us. Nevertheless, in .a number of cases we can
and shall continue to make use of the international eriterion,
the comparison of the Soviet Union with the technically and
economically advanced capitalist countries. The Leninist
application of this criterion, i. e., its application in the sense

- of the struggle for the realisation of the slogan “overtake and

outstrip”, has hitherto possessed and will continue to possess
the greatest political importance,

On the other hand, it must be remembered whither the
Trotzkyist attitude to this question has led. The Trotzkyist
atbitude to this question, fostered by unbelief in the possibility
of the victory of Socialism in the Soviet Union, here also has
quite another, anti-Bolshevist sense. Let us take, for instance,
what Trotzky said at the VII. Plenum of the E.C.C.L in
December 1926:

“The rate of development is a decisive factor, for we
are not alone in the world; the isolated socialist State
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exists at present only in the ‘imagination of journalists

and the authors of resolutions. In reality, our Socialisti State

is always—directly or indirectly—under a relative control
of the world market. Therein lie the roots of the matter.

The pace of development is not arbitrary. It is prescribed

for us by the whole world development, because world

economy, in the last resort, contrels each of its parts, even
when this part is under the rule of the proletarian
dictatorship. and is building up socialist economy.”

(Emphasised by me, M. V., Molotov.)

Thus we see that Trotzky, already at that time, declared
that our Soviet economy is under the control of the world
market. In the Trotzkyist manner of putting the question the
fundamental difference and the antagonism between Soviet
economy and the econmomy of the capitalist countries was
already at that time obliterated in a Menshevist manner.

In his book: “Socialism or Capitalism™ Trotzky wrote
in 1925:

“The more we are drawn into the system of
international division of labour, the more directly and
immediately the elements of our inner economy, such
as price and quality of goods, are dependent upon the
corresponding elements of the world market.”

Here Trotzky even goes so far as to say that the prices
of our commodities “are dependent upon the corresponding
elements of the world market”, which apparently can only
mean that with crises in the capitalist countries the prices
in the Soviet Union must fall, and vice versa. It suffices to
point to this argument in order to show its absurdity, especi-
ally under the present conditions.

Trotzky wrote in the same book:

“But with a rapid growth of exports and imports the
situation radically changes. We become an integral part,
even if a highly peculiar part, of the world -market.
This means, however, that all its general factors, no
matter how much they may change, must be reflected,
in one way or  another, in our national economy. The
course of economy is expressed most clearly “in how the

~

market purchases and how it sells. We appear upon the -
world - market both as purchaser and seller. Thereby we
-come economically to this or that degree under the
influence of the ebb and flow in trade and industry of
the world market.”

Further:

“Our independence of .yesterday on the vacillations.
of the world market is disappearing, All the fundamental.
processes of our economy not only come into contact with
the corresponding processes, but to this or that degree
are subjected to the laws which determine the capitalist
development, including also .the changes in the business
situation.”

Thus Trotzky already then developed the idea that we
are dependent upon the effects of the laws of capitalist
development and its fluctuations: he developed the idea that
the Soviet Union is dependent upon the ebb and flow of the
world market. In spite of the slippery and down-right fraudu-
lent formulation the Menshevist tendency of Trotzky’s wri-
tings was already perfectly clear. His endeavours to conceal
the fundamental antagonism between capitalist world eco-
nomy and the socialist economy of the Soviet Union are also
evident from these arguments. As regards the profound
prophecies of Trotzky as to the dependency of our economy
on the ebb and flow of the capitalist world economy, this
sounds particularly ridiculous now, at the moment of the
most profound erisis in the capitalist countries and at the
time when the economy of the Soviet Union is making rapid
progress.

The political meaning of the Trotzkyist attitude consists
here also, of course, in petty-bourgeois capitulation to imperia-
lism, in a philistine unbelief in the' victory of Socialism  in
the Soviet Union, as a result of which our cause is. allegedly
hopeless. Therein consists the political basis of Trotzkyism.

Let him eo his way. He can occupy himself with “his
own affairs. We shall attend to our-airairs and believe without
vacillation in the vietory of our cause, in the victory of
Socialism. (To be concluded.).

The Directives of the C.P.S.U. for the Setting
up of the Second Five-Year Plan oif National

Economy of the Soviet Union.

i

Resolution on the Reports of Comrades Molotov and Kuybyshev
at the XVII. Party Conference of the C.P.S.U.

I. On the Results 6i the First Five-Year Plan.

‘1. The results of the struggle for the carrying out of the
. Five-Year Plan in four years are expressed in the victorious
construction of Socialism in the Soviet Union., The basis  of
these achievements of Socialism is the policy of industriali-
- sation, the advance of heavy industry, the development of the
output of the means of production. In the past period our
heavy industry has been placed on a firm basis, as a result of
which we have been able to set up our own basis for
completing the transformation of our whole national economy,
i. e, the basis of socialist large scale machine-building
industry. In the last year or two new factories have been
erected, among them being .works which already surpass the
level of European technique in various branches of industry.

At the same time, the light industry has greatly developed’

and the rate of development of the food industry far exceeded
the proposals of the Five-Year Plan.

2. A radical change has taken place in agriculture, which
iz  expressed in the final turn of the masses of poor "and
middle peasants of the village toward Socialism. The socialist
forms (collective .-and Soviet farms) have. obtained a
dominating position in agriculture. The Soviet Union has

been converted from a country of small and dwarf farms into
a country of the largest agricultural undertakings in the world,
on the basis of collectivisation, the development of the Soviet
farms and the large-scale application of machine-technique.
This victory of Socialism, which has solved the most important
and most difficult problem of the revolution, is of world-
historieal importance.

3. The most important result of socialist construction on
the. basis of the first Five-Year Plan is the final extirpation
of the roots of capitalism in the wvillage, which is a
precondition to -the complete liquidation of the capitalist
elements and the complete abolition of classes. The completion

~of the basis of Socialism in the Soviet Union means that the

Leninist question: “Who will be victor?” has been completely -
and irrevocably solved in town and country in favour of
Socialism. ’ '
4, Thanks to the realisation of the Bolchevist tempo of
socialist construction "and -thanks to the liquidation of the
parasitic classes, which has been carried out on the whole, we
have already in the first five years liquidated the basis and
sources of the exploitation of man by man, the people’s income
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is growing at a rate.quite- unattainable by the. capitalist
countries, unemployment and pauperism have been.abolished,
the “scissors” and the contradiction between .town .and country
are being done away with, the standard of living and the
cultural level of the workers and the toiling peasants.are
rising from year to year, mortality is declining and the
population of the Soviet Union rapidly growing.

5. All these achievements are the result of the colossal
growth of the revolutionary activity of broad masses of the
working class and of the toiling peasantry, the result of the
tremendous upsurge of socialist competition and the shock-
brigade movement, and finally, the result of the Leninist
policy of our Party, which has consistently conducted. the
attack on all fronts against the capitalist elements.

6. The Party achieved these results in the struggle

-

against the . bourgeois. theory of Trotzkyism regarding . the
impossibility of the construction of Socialism in one country
and of the inevitability of the restoration of capitalism—of
Trotzkyism, which has become the advance-guard of bourgeois
counter-revolution.

7. The Party has achleved these successes in the fight
against Right opportunism, whose line consists not only in
undermining the policy of socialist advance but also in direct

- capitulation to the kulaks and the bourgeois elements.

The creation of the prerequisites for the realisation of the
first Five-Year Plen in four years the crushing of the class
enemy and the victory of Socialism in the Soviet Union is
secured only in the decisive fight against both Left and Right
opportunism and against conciliation towards the same, and
for the general line of our Party.

II. The Main Tasks of the Second Five-Year Plan.

' The successes in the realisation of the first Five-Year

Plan have created the basis for the further and still more
powerful development of Socialism in the Soviet Union.

The XVII. Party Conference of the C.P.S.U. is of the
opinion that the vast natural resources of the country, the
Bolshevist tempo of socialist construction, the increasing acti-
~ vity of the broad masses of the workers and collective peasants
and the correct line of the Party will fully secure such a
development of the productive forces of socialist economy in
_-the second five years, as a result of which the capitalist ele-
ments in the Soviet Unioh will be finally liquidated. The Confer-
ence is of the opinion that the fundamental political task of
the second Five-Year Plan is the final liquidation of the
capitalist elements and of classes in general, the complete
removal of the causes which produce class differences. and
exploitation, the overcoming of the remnants of capitalism in
economy and in the minds of the people, the conversion of the
whole of the working population of the country into conscious
and active builders of the classless socialist society.

On the basis of the liquidation of the parasitic class
elements and the general increase of the national income, over
which the workers have complete disposal, a considerably
more rapid increase in the well-being of the working and
peasant masses and at the same time a decisive improvement
of the whole housing and communal services is to be achieved.
The Conference is of the opinion that the supplies to the
population of articles of necessity, including foodstuffs, must
by the end of the second Five-Year perlod be increased at
least two to threefold compared with the end of the first five
years.

1. The fulfilment of these tasks is possible sol€ly on the
basis of the broadest technical transformation of national
economy: industry, transport and agriculture.

At the commencement of the first Five-Year Plan the
Soviet Union had praclically concluded the reconstruction
period, -and in the last few years proceeded tc the reconstruc-
tion of a number of key induystries, in particular of ‘the smelt-
ing industry, engineering, the coal mining industry, not to
speak of the reconstruction of the naphtha industry which had
already been carried out. A special place in the broadly

developing reconstruction ig occupied by agriculture, which is

being rapidly transformed on a new technical basis.

The successes achieved in this sphere in the first Five-
Year Plan are, however, only the commencement of the
realisation of the technical reconstruction of national economy.
Meanwhile, with the present inadequate and, moreover,
obsolete and worn out machine equipment of industry and
transport, not to speak of agriculture, the Bolshevist tempo
of socialist construction which is necessary for the realisation
*0of the fundamental tasks of the Five-Year Plan, cannot bé
secured unless a technical reconstruction is earried out in all
branches of the national economy, and unless the latter is
provided with a new machine technique.

The XVII. Conference of the C.P.S.U. is therefore of the
opinion that the fundamental and decisive economic task of
the second Five-Year Plan is to transform the whole national
economy and to create the most modern technical basis for all
branches of national economy.

The leading role in completing the technical reconstruc-
tion falls to Soviet machine-construction. The Conferemnce is
of the opinion that the output of the engineering industry
must by the end of the Five-Year Plan be increased at least
three to three and a halffold, compared with 1932, so that all
requirements of the reconstruction of industry, transport traf-

fie, agriculture, commerce ete. can be satisfied by perfect

and most modern machines, produced by ourselves,

The most important element in the technical reconstruc-
tion of national economy consists in the creation of a modern
energy basis, grounded on the broadest electrification of
industry and transport and on the general permeation of
agriculture with electric energy, utilising for this purpose the
tremendous water power, stores of coal, the chief and mihor
coalfields, local deposits of fuel (turf ete.). The Party Confe-
rence is of the opinion that it is absolutely necessary to
increase the production of electric energy in the year 1937
to at least 100,000 million kilowatt hours compared with 17,000
million kilowatt. hours in the year 1932. The output of coal
must be increased to at least 250 million tons compared with
90 milkion tons in the year 1932, and the output of naphtha
must be increased to 2% to 3 times the present output.

The XVII. Party Conference of the C.P.S.U. is of the.
opinion that in regard to the most important branches of the
national economy, the following tasks must be set up in the
second Five-Year Plan:

a) In the iron smelting industry, at least 22 million tons
of crude iron must be smelted in the year 1937, in addition to
securing for the machine-building industry the necessary pro-
duction of good quality steel, for which purpose the complete
technical reconstruction of the iron smelting industry, with
the erection of new works, introduction of new, highly
efficient machines, careful preparation of raw material,
clectrification of labour processes and the utilisation of by—
products are necessary.

b) In the non-ferrous smelting industry, in the course of
the Five-Year Plan, the smelting of copper, lead, spelter,
aluminium and rare metals is to be carried out on a scale
necessary to satisfy completely the requirements of the
country. :

c) In the chemical industry the lagging behind the tempo
of the development of national economy as a whole is to be
liquidated. Special attention is to directed to the chief
branches of chemistry and especially to the production of
chemical fertilisers, which necessitates the re-equipment  of
factories and the all-round promotion of the construction of
such factories. )

d) In railway transport a fundamental recomstruction is
to be carried out, involving the promotion of the building of
new railway tracks amounting at least to 25000 to 30,000
kilometres in length. Some dozen new bridges over the main
waterways are to be built; powerful locomotives, waggons
with a big loading ‘capacity, electrification of a number of
lines, automatic couplings, automatic signals and oil-driven
locomotives must be introduced on 'a broad scale. The develop-
ment of railway transport has to guarantee the accelerated
progress of economy in a number of regions and national
Republics whose 1equnements have by no means received suf-
ficient attention in the past.

In water transport the reconstruction of the lake and
river fleet will be carried out; new waterways are to be
opened up, the existing ones improved, and the construction
ot well-equipped harbours on lakes and rivers carried out.

The construction of streets and highways and automobili-
sation is to be secured at a more rapid pace than the other
branches of transport.

Transport on the waterways is to be developed in all
the chief directions as one of the most important means of
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communication between the remote districts and the industrial
centres.

Broadcasting in
velopment. I

© e) In the light industry and in the food industry pro-
duction is to be extended and a threefold increase in the
standard- of consumption of the population per head is to
be  secured by setting up a big machine-industry and
considerably developing the agricultural raw material basis.
Here we proceed from the necessity of greatly developing light
industry and the food industry in the new districts, especially
in the distriets producing agricultural raw materials.

+ In the timber industry, which is acquiring extraordinary
importance, we have to secure the necessary rate of growth
and the introduction of mechanisation. o

f) With regard to small trade and industry the production
co-operatives must considerably increase the production of
articles required by the masses and also increase the develop-
ment of those branches of trade which supply socialist in-
dustry and agriculture; this must be achieved on the basis of
the organisation of the whole of small trade and industry
in co-operatives.

g) In agriculture we must achieve the completion of so-
cialist reconstruction; the machine and tractor stations must
embrace all collective farms and complete in the main the
mechanisation of agricultural production. The tasks of
consolidating the collective farms organisationally and
economically. and of socialistically retraining the masSes of
collective peasants must occupy our chief attention also in
the second Five-Year Plan.

The Soviet farms have the task to increase their pro-
duction in all spheres, both in regard to technical plants and
also in the sphere of cattle breeding, to consolidate their role
as models of socialist organisation of production and of the
employment of highly developed machine technique and all
the achievements of modern agronomy and zoological technique
in agriculture.

In the sphere of cattle breeding we must in the second Five
Year period achieve such an increase in the number of
cattle and such a growth in the production for the market,
corresponding to the solution of the cattle breeding problem
in the Soviet Union, as the Party has achieved in the first
Five-Year Plan in regard to the grain problem.

With regard to cotton and flax, we have at least to
double the gross production and to trinle the production of
sugar beets. All these measures in the spheres of agriculture
demand a further and still more rapid promotion of grain
cultivation, so that by the end of the second five years the
grain production will amount to at least 1,300 million double
centners. Therefore, it must be made the central task of the
second Five-Year Plan to raise the yielding capacity of the
collective and Soviet farms, and Bolshevistically to solve the
‘problem of droughts.

+ 2, The fulfilment of the task of the complete technical
transformation of national economy is indissolubly connected
with the acquisition of technique by our economic cadres, the
creation of broad new cadres of technical intelligentzia out
of the workers and peasants, and the definite raising of the
cultural level of the whole mass of the working population.

* The quantitative . growth of the technical cadres in the
Soviet Union must in no eircumstances reduce the importance
of the scientific qualification of fhese cadres, which lies in
the fact that they have to a¢quire all the important achieve-
‘ments of international science and technique. The solution of
the problem of the technical cadres is .the most important
element in the Bolshevist . fulfilment of the tasks of the
cultural revolution and +the successful construction of
Socialism. The all-round acceleration of the complete abolition
of -illiteracy, the rapid .improvement of the whole technical
education and the increased material support of the scientific
development of the Soviet Union by the State, — these are
the most important tasks as part of the general tasks of
building up Socialism in our country.

3. The development of the goods’ turnover is of outstanding
importance in securing the Bolshevist pace of development of
the whole of national economy and better satisfying the
requirements of the broad masses in town and country as
regards ‘articles of daily necessity. The development of the
goods’ circulation—before all of retail trade—and the intro-
duction of the principle of business accountancy in the whole
of economie work, is the most important stimulus for hringing

particular is to undergo a great de-

»

to the front the tremendous inner reserves in our economy
which have not been fully utilised by a long way, which pro-
mote an acceleration of the growth of socialist accumulation
and thereby the consolidation of the material basis of the
whole of socialist construction. Only by developing the cir-
culation .of goods is it possible to secure the further rapid
improvement of the supplies to the workers and the toiling
population of the village with industrial goods and agricultural
products, and for this purpose it is necessary in turn to develop
in every way the network of shops and stores, besides carrying
out the necessary technieal transformation of the same, Only
on this basis is it possible to prepare for the abolition of
rationing and to replace the centralised distributive system by
a broadly developed Soviet trade,

In addition, the Party Conference emphasises the anti-
Bolshevist character of the “Left” phrases of the transition to
the “exchange of products” and the “gradual elimination of
money” already in this stage of the construction of Socialism.
The Party Conference, on the other hand, emphasises that
the bourgeois-N.E.P. distortion of the principle of business
accountancy—which is expressed in the wasting of the
provisions of the people and of the State and, as a result, in
the frustration of the economic plans laid down—is
incompatible with the policy of the Party and the interests
of the working class.

* * *

The working class will be able to secure the new achieve-
ments of Socialism only in the fight against the remnants of
capitalism, by ruthlessly defeating the resistance of the de-
clining capitalist elements, by overcoming the bourgeois and
petty-bourgeois prejudices among the toilers and by carrying
on persistent work for socialist re-education.

This means that for a time an aggravation of the class
struggle in its different phases, especially in certain regions
and in various spheres of socialist construction is unavoidable.
As a result, the continued existence and in some cases even an
increase of the bourgeois influence on various strata and groups
of the working population will at the same time be unavoidable
as will also, for a long time, the penetration of alien class
influences into the ranks of the workers, in fact even into the
Party. As a result the Party has the task of consolidating the
proletarian dictatorship and developing still further the fight
against opportunism, especially against the Right deviation
as the greatest danger in the present stage.

The complete collectivisation of agriculture, the develop-
ment of the big State agricultural undertakings and the equip-
ment of the Soviet and collective farms with up-to-date tech-
nical means and machines, which converts agricultural work
into a variety of industrial work and brings about a consi--
derable consolidation of transport and goods turnover between
industry and agriculture, are the prerequisites for the com-
plete abolition of the contradiction between town and
country.

The rapid development of socialist economy in the period
of the second Five-Year Plan necessitates the overcoming in
the national districts and Republies of economic and cultural
backwardness inherited from the Tsarist, colonial-capitalist
regime,

In the second Five-Year Plan the Soviet Union will
advance to the first place in Europe in regard to technique.
The work initiated by the first Five-Year Plan to convert
the Soviet Union from a country importing machines and
equipment into a country independently producing machines
and. equipment, will be completed and will “secure the Soviet
Union its economic independence, thereby safeguarding the
Soviet Union from becoming an appendage of capitalist world
economy”. (14th Party Congress of the C.P.S.U.)

All this creates for the Soviet Union the possibility,
already in the second five years, technically and economically
to catch up to the most advanced capitalist countries in many
branches of economnty.

The deep crisis in the capitalist countries is the best proof
of the approaching doom of the capitalist world. The achieve-
ments of Socialism in the Soviet Union are the best proof oft
the siperiority of the socialist system as compared with the
capitalist system. ’

In the capitalist countries—ecatastrophic decline of
production, wholesale dismissals and closing down of
factories and works, unheard-of destruction of productive
forces. In the Soviet Union—uninterrupted, enormous increase
in produection, broad development of the construction of
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tactories, giant works, collieries, electric-power stations, a
rate of development of the productive forces unattamable by
napﬂ;ahsm

In the capitalist countries—frightful unemployment of

millions and an extraordinary impoverishment of the masses in
the rural districts. In the Soviet Union—complete liquidation
of unemployment and abolition of misery, seven-hour working
day in the factories and works, unmterrupted increase in the
- well-being of the toiling masses in town and country.
N All this renders the Soviet Union still more a centre of
attraction for the workers of all countries and the oppressed
of the whole world. The revolutionising impertance of the
Soviet Union is growing. The Soviet Union
stronger as the basis of world Socialism.

The XVIIL. Party Conference of the C.P.S.U. expresses the
firm conviction that the main tasks of the second Five-Year
Plan will be not only fulfilled but even surpassed; that accord-
ingly the real conecrete cconomic leadership and the decisive

is becoming -

tight against bureaucratism by all organisations of the work-
ing class is secured; that the toilers of the Soviet Union will
secure the increase in the produectivity of labour necessary
for the fulfilment of the tasks of the second Five Year Plan;
that the ranks of the participants in socialist competition and
in the shock-brigade movement will grow from day to day.

. The Cenference is firmly convinced that the working class
and the masses of collective farmers will find in the Party, in
the Young Communist League, in the trade unions and Soviet
organisations Bolshevist organisers and leaders for the
victorious struggle for the realisation of the second Tive-
Year Plan.

The Conference considers it necessary, immediately to
develop the work of the Party, Soviet, economic, co-operative,
trade union and youth organisations in the interest of the
most rapid working out of the second Five-Year Plan in order
that this will be submitted to the ordinary Party Conference
for confirmation.

Industrial Development in -thé Soviet Union in 1931
- and the Tasks for 1932.

Resolution on the Report of Comrade Orjonnikidze.

1. The Results in 1931.

The XVII. Party Conference records with pleasure that
on the basis of the political and economic achievements in
the previous years soviet industry was able to conclude the
~vear 1931 with new successes.

The production of socialist industry as a whole in 1931
amounted to a total value of 27 milliard roubles, representing
an increase of 21 percent as compared with 1930. The produe-
tion of those branches of industry subject to the planned
economics of the Supreme Economic Council amounted to a
total value of 21.8 milliard roubles, representing an increase
of 20.5 percent as compared with 1930. The share of the heavy
industries amounted to 11.8 milliard roubles, representing an
increase of 28 percent as compared with 1930, No capitalist
State has ever experienced such phenomenal development even
in the heyday of capitalism.

In the year 1931 a number of branches of industry
completed and even exceeded the Five-Year Plans which had
Leen drawn up fer them, thus fulfilling their tasks within

: ~ two years and six months or three years respectively. Amongst

the industries in gquestion were the petroleum industry, the
electro-technical industry, the engineering industry, the
packing industry and the production of cakes and pastry.

The results obtained in 1931 offer a s‘atisf'a?etory basis for
the completion of the Five-Year Plan in four years.

At the same time the year 1931 saw the continuation and
intensification in all capitalist countries of what i is the biggest
crisis in the history of capitalism. In 1931 this crisis resulted

. in a further tremendous limitation of capitalist production

and in an almost complete standstill of the building industry.

The number of unemployed workers in Europe and
America already exceeds twenty-five millions. Wages have
been greatly reduced. A process of absolute impoverishment
" is going on which affects millions and millions of working
people. In the Soviet Union on the other hand unemployment
has been completely abolished and the total number of
industrial workers, including building workers, inereased in
1931 by 2 millions. Further, in 1931 the wages of the workers
in ihe Soviet Union increased by 16 percent as compared with

930.

The superiority of a socialist system of ecomomics over
the capitalist system has been proved up to the hilt.

Together with the general development of industry as a
whole in the Soviet Union in 1931 there was a considerable
qualitative ‘improvement within the individual industries.
Thanks to the efforts of the party, economic organisations, the
labour unions, the shock brigades, the best engineers and tech-

nicians, and in general thanks to the efforts of the working .

-class as a whole great success was obtained in the mastery of
technique and the opening up of new branches of industry.

The mastery of the technique of modern production in the
Stalingrad tractor works, in the “Red Putilov” works, the
opening up of the Charkov tractor works, the reconstruction
of the engineering industry as a whole, the opening up and
rapid ~development of the works producing reapers and
threshers, the opening up of automobile works in Moscow and
Nizhni-Novgorod, and many other successes, mean that a
powerful basis of industrial production has been created for
the further technical development of the equipment of ﬂl(‘
soviet economic system, including agriculture.

In 1931 the manufacture of powerful machines and modern
cquipment for the electrical industry, for the production of
petrol, for the mining industry and for the foundry industry
was begun for the first time. A beginning was also made with
the production of high-quality steel, For the first time oxo-
acetyline and electrical welding was carried out on a large scale.
Excellent development was also obtained in the production
of phosphates, nitrogen, artificial fertilisers and artificial
tibres. . :

In accordance with the policy of socialist industriali-
sation further big investments were made in 1931 for the
building of new industrial undertakings. In those branches
of industry under the control of the Supreme Economic
Council a total of 7 milliard roubles was invested in 1931,
or more thatd the total similarly invested during the previous
two years and six months. Further, a total of 3.5 milliard
roubles was invested as working capital, or as much as had
been similarly invested during the previous two years anid
six months.

The year 1931 was thus a year of tremendous progress
in the opening up of new industrial undertakings. This work
consisted on the one hand of a speeding up of building acti-
vities and on the other hand in the completion of a series
of powerful bulldlng projects begun in the previous year.
In 1981 and in the first month of 1932 the following large-
scale works were opened up: the automobile works in Nizhni-
Novgorod the tractor works in Kharkov, the automobile
works in Moscow, the first series of works in the Urals f01
the production of heavy industrial machinery, the works in
Saratov for the production of combined reapers and threshers,
the Ural copper works, the opening up of the apatite deposits
in the Hibin mountains, the piping works, and cracking works,
including a cracking works built on new lines according to
the plans of the soviet engineers Shuchov and Kapelyushnikov.
Big undertakings about to be opened are: the first series of
the Magmtogmsk works, the works in Kuznetsk, the first
series of works in Beresnlkl, the chemical works on the Neva
and in Vosskresensk, a big ball-bearings works, and factories
for the manufacture of lathes and tools in Moscow and in
Nizhni-Novgorod. In 1931 79 coal mines with a total annual
production of 28 million tons, and power stations with a
total annual capacity of onc million kilowatts have been
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opened up. The annual capacity of these power stations is
almost as large as the annual capacity of the power stations
opened up during the two previous years. The power stations
opened up in 1931 include the Suyevo, Shterovka, Kuznetsk,
Magnitogorsk and Beresniki works. Further, great progress
was made with the construction of the Dnieperstroi works,
which is undoubtedly of world importance. The progress made
during 1931 was so satisfactory that the works will be opened
up in the summer of 1932 or ahead of time.

The opening up of these large-scale undertakings and the
supply of new and tremendous gquantities of power by the
electrical works mean fundamental changes in the technical
basis of the soviet economic system and create new possi-
bilities for further rapid development.

The rapid development of foundry building operations in
Magnitogorsk and Kuznetsk, and the development of the
chemical and eoklng works attached to them, the development
‘of the coal mining basis in Kuznetsk, the building of the
Urals works for the manufacture of heavy machinery and
the building of the Siberian works for the manufacture of
mmmg equipment, lays the basis for a new powerful coal-
mining and foundry industry in the shape of the Ural-Kuznetsk
industrial combination as planned’by the XVI. Party Congress.

Side by side with the building of ‘powerful new industrial
undertakings and with the development of the productive
capacity of the existing works, soviet industry is also
creating new masses of highly-qualified workers and technical
forces on an unparalleled scale. In 1931 the industries under
the control of the Supreme Economic Council were training
1.8 million students. During 1931 21,000 young engineers and
technicians completed their studies. In 1932 the number will
be 38,000, and in 1933 85,000. In 1931 51,000 workers completed
their training at the factory schools. In 1932 the number
will be 350,000. These new masses of qualified forces, whose
numbers are rapidly increasing and who have been trained
in the struggle to master modern industrial technique,
represent the most important element for the further develop-
ment of socialist industry.

The year 1931 was also of great importance with regard
to the development of the network of scientific institutions
(from the Academy of Sciences to the individual institutes of
the various branches of industry) with a view to satisfying
the demands of the work of soecialist construction on the
scientific field and adapting these institutions to modern
industry. The scientific industrial institutes (the institutes and
their branches in the industrial centres) increased in number
from 141 to 205. The number of scientific workers engaged in
industry increased from 6,000 to 12500 and at the same time
the percentage of industrial workers drawn into this activity
increased considerably. This scientific industrial work produced
a geries of very fine results on the technical field, for in-
stance in the production of cast-iron, special high-quality steel,
light metals, aerodynamics, plastic materials, new building
materials, combined agricultura]l machines, new forms of raw
material and a wseries of new or perfected technological
‘processes.

The year 1931 also sgw the beginning of the reorganisa-
fion of labour and industry as a whole on the basis of the
principles laid down by Comrade Stalin. The carrying out of
these principles represents .a necessary preliminary condition
for continued industrial success under new conditions: the
reorganisation of the wage system, the abolition of levelling,
the establishment of personal responsibility, the struggle
against labour fluctuation, the organisation of the supply of
labour power for the growing needs of industry, the continued
improvement of the social and housing conditions of the
workers, the maintenance and consolidation of the principle
of economic working, the decentralisation of the great econ-
omic organisations im order to strengthen their vital con-
nections with the factories, the development of a more
practical leadership of the work of the factories, the continua-
tion and development of the work for the training of prolet-
arian technicians, and an alteration of the general attitude
to the engineers and technicians of the old school, including
greater attention to their needs and more attention to their
welfare, resulting in closer co-operation with them and in an
increase of their initiative. ‘

The third and decisive year of the Five-Year Plan has
thus achieved successes which represent the creation of a
new and powerful technical basis for the reconstruction of
heavy industry. The problem of the basic capital of socialist
industry must be regarded as solved. This will make possible

a further tremendous development in the heavy industries and
also the development of the light and food industries. The
development of the production of agricultural machinery, the
building of new power stations and the organisation of a
powerful chemical industry will provide a new technical basis
for the further development and mechanisation of agriculture.
The XVII. Party Conference records that the policy of
socialist industrialisation proclaimed by the XIV. Party
Congress and confirmed and developed by the XV. and Xvi.
Party Congresses for the building of the basis of a socialist
economic system and the economic independence of the Soviet
Union has been ecarried out with tremendous success. This
success was made possible by the unswerving carrying out of
the general line of the Party under the leadership of its
leninist Central Committee and by the crushing of counter-
revolutionary Trotzkyism and the Right-opportunists.

1L
The Chief Weaknesses of Industry.

Despite all the great achievements already enumerated,
the 1931 plan was not carried out completely both with regard
to quality and quantity.

The chief reasons for this were:

1. The transport deficiencies in the first quarter of 1931
which hampered the. speedy: development of industry;

9. The deficiencies in industry itself, and in particular
deficiencies in the organigation of labour power (above all the
lack of personal responsibility), levelling tendencies in the
wage system, deficiencies in the plan work in the factories, and
in the technical leadership of the industrial work., These def-
iciencies prevented the complete carrying out of the plan with
regard to the produectivity of labour and the costs of produc-
tion;

3. The bureaucracy in the work of the leading economie
organisations and the lack of practical touch with the facto-
ries; a lack of practical leadership on the part of the economic
organisations;

4, The insufficient application of the principle of economic
management;

5. The insufficient control of the actual calrymg out of
the tasks set.

The Conference is of the opinion that the main forees of
the Party and of the working class must now be concentrated
on securing the abolition of these deficiencies in order to secure
the complete carrying out of the 1932 plan and in order to °
utilise to a greater extent than was the case in 1931 the great
possibilities offered to industry by a socialist economic system.

IIT. ,
The 1932 Plan and its Chief Tasks.

The total value 'of production for 1932 is set at 37.5 mil-
liard roubles. The costs of production are to be reduced by 7
percent, The industrial working class (including those workers
engaged in the building industry) must be inereased by 1,200,000
persons. Wages in industry as a whole must increase by 11 per-
cent and wages in the building industry by 5.6 percent. The
productivity of labour is to be increased by 22 percent,

Capital investments—which depend directly on the quantity
and quality of production—in industry as a whole will total,
together with the recent supplementary estimates, 12 milliard
roubles, 9.2 milliard roubles will be invested in the heavy in-
dustries,

The main task of the economic programme for 1932 as a-
whole is the oarrying out of the production and building pro-
gramme in the iron foundry industry, the mining industry and
the engineering industry.

1. In this connection the first and basic task of the in-
dustrial plan is to overcome under all circumstances the leeway
in the iron foundry industry, to increase the pmductmn of
pig-iron in 1932 to a total of 9 million tons, to increase the
production of steel to 9.5 million tons, the production of rolled-
iron to 6.7 million tons, the production of special high-quality
steel to 676,000 tons. The production of high-quality steel is of
special importance in connection with the powerful develop-
ment of the automobile and. tractor industries and other
branches of the engineering industry. '

The production and building programme in the foundry
industry can only be carried out if all productive possibilities
are utilised, including raw material supplies, the energy and

-
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‘knowledge of the workers, the services of the technical and-

economic experts, ete,

The Party Conference stresses in particular that one of the
most important technical tasks of the foundry industry in 1932
is to supply the blast furnaces with the necessary raw ma-
terials. The carrying out of this task is directly dependent on
the coking and iron-ore industries. The coal-mining and coking
industries must secure an improvement in the quality of the
supplies delivered to the iron foundries in 1932, Every super-
fluous percentage of slack and sulphur in the coal and coke
causes a deterioration in the work of the blast furnaces,
burdens the railways unnecessarily and means great losses for
the economic system as a whole.

In particular the conference draws attention to the fact
that an improvement in the activity of the fire-brick industry
is necessary. In 1932 the fire-brick industry must not only
carry out its programme to the full, but must also attain a
quahty level which is not inferior +to the quality of the
imported fire-bricks. This refers both to the special brick-
fields and to the corresponding departments of the foundries.

‘The conference also draws the attention of all railway
workers to the necessity of extreme care and exactness with
regard to the transport of supplies for the foundry industry
both with regard to the main supplies of raw materials (ore,
‘coke, and flux), and to the supplies of supplementary material
(mdgnesite, fire-bricks and raw materials for the fire-brick
~ factories). In 1932 the work of the railways must guarantee

such a reserve of ore and coke that uninterrupted production
can be guaranteed in the foundry industry. In particular, the
Krivoi Rog Basin must be freed of the tremendous congestion
of ore supplies in the shortest possible space of time and these
supplies must be delivered to the foundries.

2. The second important task which must be performed if
the industrial plan for 1932 is to be carried out successfully is
the increase of the production of coal to 90 million tons and the
production of 13.4 million tons of coke. This programme must
be carried out as follows:

a) All mining areas must concertrate on developing from
a  partial mechanisation = of production to the .combined
mechanisation of all processes; hand labour must be replaced
by mechanical processes first of all in the heavier kinds of
‘work, coal cutting, the loading of the moving belt, the
supporting of the shafts, etc,;

"~ b) The speeding up of the work of developing the pits by
the -application of mechanical means and new technical
processes; h

¢) The securing of a decisive advance in the quality of
the -coal produced; and

d) The securing of a decided improvement in the housing,
cultural and other living conditions of the miners, the forma-
tion of permanent cadres, and the abolition of seasonal work
on this basis.

In order to secure a reduction in the demand for fuel
which has to be transported over long distances, the conference
recommends the Council of People’s Commissars and in
particular the People’s Commissariat for the Heavy Industries,
and also the local Party organisations to pay particular
attention to the development of local fuel resources, for
instance, the development of the coal supplies in the neigh-
“bourhood of Moscow, in Cheremechovo, in the Far East and

- in Fefgana, further the soft coal resources in Ukrainia and in
the Urals, the coal resources in Borovitchi, the local resources
of peat, slate, ete.

The rapid increase of the automobile and tractor park
in the Soviet Union demands a corresponding development
of the .production and refining of oils, the continued
development of the petroleum industry, the adoption of deep-
level borings, an increase of prospecting work and above all
the complete carrying out of the 1932 programme,

3. The third important task of the industrial plan is the
further development of the engineering industry in order that
the carrying out of the capital investment provided for by
the economic plan can be done with soviet machinery, whereby
the programme for the production of locomotives and other
railway rolling stock, and the production of mechanical
equipment for the foundry and coal-mining industries must
be considered as one of the shock tasks.

With this end in view it is necessary to speed up the work
for the completion and opening up of the Ural and
Kramatorskaya factories for the manufacture of heavy
machinery, the Siberian works for the manufacture of mining

high level production

equipment, the Luganks locomotlve works, and the Nizhni-Tagil
rolling stock works.

The successful progress of the industrialisation of the
Soviet Union, the transformation of agriculture, the growth of
the towns and the formation of new industrial centres,’and
the rise of the material and cultural level of the workmg
masses all put new and ever increasing demands on the deve-
iopment of the various branches of the soviet economic system
which serve agriculture, the towns and the cultural amd
material needs of the working masses. Therefore the People’s
Commissariat for Heavy Industry must pay particular atiention
in 1932 to the development of those branches of the engineering
industry which serve agriculture in all its forms, the light
industries, the timber and paper industries, the food industries,
municipal construction, and the building of undertakings
serving the material and cultural needs of the working masses.

One of the most important tasks of 1932 must be the intro-
duction of new technological methods in all branches of the
engineering industry with a view to securing the greatest
possible utilisation of the existing machinery, the reduction of
the amount of material needed per unit of production, and the
increase of the quality of pxoductmn

With a view to economising in the use of metal, construec-
tion must be revised in order to secure a reduction of weight.
Superfluous supplies of matenrial must be reduced, waste must
be reduced in the moulding and forging departments, rivetting
must be replaced as far as possible by welding, the number of
rejected pieces must be reduced, waste products must be utilised
to a greater extent, in short, everything must be done to secure
a greater volume of production with the metals placed at the
disposal of the engineering industry.

In onder to secure the' uninterrupted supply of the
engineering industry with metal, special attention must be
paid to securing the maximum wutilisation and development of
the foundry departments of the engineering works. With
regard to the supply of fire-bricks these smaller foundry works
must be treated in exactly the same fashion as the big
foundries,

In order to secure the complete carrying out of the chief
tasks of the economic plan for 1982, and in particular the task
of speeding up development in the leading branches of heavy
industry, the supply of enengy must be extended still further.
The electrical building programme for 1982 provides for new
in the big power stations, totalling
1.5 million kilowatt or the amount provided for in the total
Goelro programme (Lenin’s electrification plan). The main
feature of the electrical plan for 1932 is the big inecrease of
the power supplied by the hydro-electric stations and the big
development of the thermic energy centres (about 0.5 million
kilowatt from the hydro-electric stations and' the building of
16 thermic energy centres with a total capacity of 800,000 kilo-
watt, of which 300,000 kilowatt will be attained in 1932). This
programme must be carried out under all cireumstances,

In this way the earrying out of the building programme
in 1932 must produce a new and impyortant impetus in the
supply of electrical energy. The carrying out of this task raises
in particular the question of the rapid development of a power-
ful electro-technical industry, the production of turbines and
boilers, the production of other accessories and machinery for
the equ1pment of complete aggregate works.

With regard to the non-ferrous foundry industry and the
chemical industry upon which the completion of the tasks of
a number of branches of industry are dependent, the conference
draws the attention of the  Party onganisations, the workers,
economists, engineers and technicians to the necessity of

-opening up the undertakings as quickly as possible which are

now being built, and of mastering the technique of production
as quickly as pogsuble both in the undertakings already working
and in those about to open up. The continued development of
the non-ferrous foundry industry and of the chemical industry
on a broad scale demands an all-round development of the
corresponding branches of the 'engineering industry, and in
pantlcular the production of the special machinery and
accessories which have previously been imported from abroad.

One of the most important tasks of the economiec plan
for 1932 is the securing of a great increase in the production
of the manufacturing and food industries, far greater than
was the case in 1931, the utilisation of all possibilities of
securing raw matemals, the development of the production of
new forms of raw material, the rational -utilisation of the
raw materials and ‘the imprevement of the quality of
production.
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It is mecessary to speed up the building of new meat
factories, packing factories, sugar refineries, large-scale
_bakeries, etc. The building of textile combinations in Central
Asia and Western Siberia must be completed and opened up
aceording to plan. This will greatly further the work of
reconstrueting the technical basis of the food industry and
of the manufacturing industries.

IVv.
The Rational Organisation of Production.

The rational organisation of production is one of the
most important preliminary conditions for the carrying out
of the econcmic plan. The carrying out of the task set by
the Party .of securing an increase of industrial production
of 36 percent, and to invest 12 milliard roubles, including
9,2 milliard roubles in the heavy industries, demands a great
concentration of the strength of the Party, the working class,
the engineers, technicians and economic organisations.

The greatest possible attention must be pald to the
workings of the industrial undertakings already in operatlon
and to the rational organisation of production in these
undertakings, because the ecarrying out of the production
programme of these undertakings is the absolutely necessary
precondition for the successful continuation of the - capital
investment work., In 1982 hundreds of new or fundamentally
reconstructed industrial undertakings will open up. These
undertakings will be provided with the last word in technical
equipment and will possess machinery of tremendous produc-
tive capacity. One of the most important organisational tasks
in industry in 1932 is to attain the quickest possible mastery
of the total capacity of these undertakings, to select the
technical forces and the workers for these undertakings
correctly and to distribute them correctly at the necessary
points, to secure the correct organisation- of the work of
these undertakings as a whole, of every machine and of each
department, and to secure the increase of the productivity of
labour power both in the new and in the reconstructed under-
takings.

The XVII. Party
measures necessary:

a) To make an end once and for all to the lack of
personal responsibility. At every machine, at every point of
production, a permanent responsibility for the working of the
equipment ete., must be established. Further, the lack of
responsibility with regard to repairs, waste material and the
transference of processes from one department to the other
and from one bench to the other must cease;

b) To make an end with all levelling tendencies in the
wage system as these tendencies eliminate the line separating
good from bad work;

¢) To make techmcal standardlsatlon the basis of the
organisation of labour power and the inner-factory planning.
The responsibility for technical standardisation must be borne
by the directors, the technical directors, the departmental
managers and the technicians;

d) To stress the importance of the role of the foremen
and brigade instructors as the direct organisers of the labour
process and as a result to supply them with the best possible
material conditions for their work and to invest them with
the necessary authority in their department and in the
underteking .as a whole;

e) To pay the greatest possible attention to the welfare
of the engineers and technicians both of the old and the new
echools. To give engineers and technicians prominent and
responsible jobs and to spur on their initiative in the opening
up of new branches of production, in the investigation and
introduetion of new measures of industrial ratmnahsatmn with
a view to econom1s1ng in material, to improving the quality
. of production, to improving the organisation of produc-
tion, etc.;

Conference considers the following

f) To consolidate the priﬂci‘ple of economic working and

the principle of strietly carrying out agreements made;

g) To see to it that the leaders of production are really
closely bound up with their undertakings and provide prac-
tical leadership in every factory and department. To establish
an exact control of the carrying out of the tasks set. To see
to it that the leaders of production really master the techn-
ical, economic and financial side of their works.

The XVII. Party Conference approves of the decision of
the Central Committee of the C. P. S. U. for the formation of
a People’s Commissariat for the Manufacturing Industries, of

a People’s Commissariat for the Timber Trade and Forestry,
and for the reorganisation of the Supreme Economic Council

‘into the People’s Commissariat for Heavy Industry.

V.
The Improvement of the Investment Work.

The conference is of the opinion that the following
measures are necessary in order to secure the carrying out -
of the capital investment programme for 1932 and the opening
up of the greatest possible number of new factories this year:

a) The concentration of material, financial and human
resources on the most important building operations which

‘can be opened up entirely or in part in 1932;

b) The abolition of the seasonal character of building
operations and the organisation of permanent building opera-
tiong throughout the year, whereby the experience of the big
building organisations and of the growing cadres of perma-
nent building workers in 1931 must be thoroughly utilised;

c) The preparation of the foundations, of the supplemen-
tary undertakings, and the careful working out of the plan
for building activities as a whole;

d) The greatest possible application of mechanical means
to building operations and the greatest possible utilisation of
the mechanical equipment at the disposal of the bulldl,ng
industry;

e) The all-round application and development of local
supplies of building materials; - ‘

f) The rapid continuation of the work for the substitution ]
of metals in building operations by timber and ferro-concrete;

g) The wider application of standardised building on the
basis of those types which have shown themselves to be good;

h) The thorough introduction everywhere in the building
industry of payment according to results and an intensifi-
cation of the struggle against fluctuation.

In order to obtain the maximum productive eapamty of
new undertakings as quickly as possible after their opening
up it is of first-rate importance, as shown by the experiences
of 1931, that the preparations for opening up should be careful
and thorough. To this end it is necessary:

a) To train the engineering and technical forces, the
brigade instructors, and the workers for the new undertaking
in good time;

b). To prepare the adjacent branches of production and
the .necessary supplies of raw material in good time;

¢) To open up the individual departments whilst the

other departements are still being fitted up without waiting

for the final completion of the whole undertaking.

Special attention must be paid in 1932 to housing construe- .
tion and to buildings for cultural and social requirements of
the workers employed by the new undertakings, whereby
local building materials must be used as far as possible and

standard houses erected. .

VI

The Mechanisation of the Labour Process and the Improvement
of the Quality of Production.

The XVII. Party Conference draws the attention of all

Party and industrial organisations to the necessity of speeding

up the application of mechanical means to all lengthy and
heavy labour processes both in industrial production and in
the building industry. This is particularly important in the
mining industry, ore mining, lumbering, the foundry industry
and transpert, particularly loading and unloading.

The broadest possible application of mechanical means is
necessary both for the carrying out of the production and
building plans which demand the transport of tremendous
loads of material and commodities, and for the replacement of
human labour power in the heavy and dangerous labour
processes.

The conferénce considers it necessary that the 1932 plan
should provide for an increased supply of mechanical means,
particularly by with regard to railway and motor transport,
for the industries mentioned.

The rapid increase of the productivity of labour power
must be made the basis of the whole further development of
industry. This is quite possible by the introduction of new
machinery and appliances. The very urgent necessity for the
utilisation of all the ,internal resoucres of industry and of
all hitherto hidden possibilities this year on the .basis of
technical reconstruction demands special attention to the '
question of quality. This attention must be paid both to
economic questions (the costs of production, the productivity
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of labour power, etec.) and to the technical questions (maxi-
mum utilisation of the capacity of the given machinery and
equipment, maximum utilisation of the blast furnaces, the
highest possible speed in technological processes, ete.) which
~form their material basis.

The absolutely*necessary conditions for the improvement
of the quality of production and the growth of inner-indu-
strial accumulation are: the rationalisation and standardi-
. sation of production, the greatest possible economy in the
issue of material, and in particular of material which is
"scarce, for instance, metals, the greatest possible utilisation
of fuel per productive unit, the greatest possible application
of auto-acetyline and electro-welding, the quickest and
.complete mastery of new technological processes, a rigorous
campaign against all forms of waste and loss, and in parti-
cular the maintenance of good quality production in the
foundry industry beginning with the quality of the ore used
and ending with the finished product. These tasks make

* mnecessary a further development of the work for the mastery

of technique on the basis of a closer co-operation between
the economic scientific institutes and industry, and in parti-
cular on the basis of the rapid development of the works and
factory laboratories, whereby special attention must be paid
to this question in all new building projects. The work of the
scientific institutes must not be permitted to remain within
the walls of the laboratories, but it must establish the closest
possible connection with the work in the factories and indu-
strial undertakings. The work of the scientific industrial
institutes must be concentrated in particular on the main
tasks set by the economic plan for 1932. The attention of the
technicians and economists must be concentrated in particular
on the tasks presented by the technical leadership of their
undertakings. The tasks set by the economic plan for 1932
can only be carried out if all these conditions are fulfilled.

VII.
The Problem of Trained Forces and Technical Propaganda.

The bolshevist rate of development being maintained in
the technical reconstruction of the soviet economic system
demands a tremendous increase in the supply of qualified
labour power and in the technical forces for industry. This
unparalleled .rate of development and the consequent necessity
for broad sections of the workers (including great masses of
totally inexperienced workers), engineers and technicians to
master new ‘technological processes, make it necessary to
develop technical propaganda amongst the masses as widely
as possible, quite apart from the systematic work for training
new technical and skilled forces for industry. The conference
" is compelled tc point out that up to the present the economic
organisations and the labour unions have not paid sufficient
attention to this side of the problem. The conference considers
it necessary that the 1932 economic plan shall include a
scheme for widespread technical propaganda, and in
particular the translation and publication of guides and
technical explanatory literature for all brdnches of industry
as a neeessary. material basis for this campaign.

The training of technical and skilled forces both numerie-

ally and qualitatively in accordance with the tremendous
development of sccialist industry is one of the most important
preliminary conditions for the carrying out of the 1932
" economic plan., This refers both to the normally skilled and
to the highly-qualified technical forces, and also to these
persons engaged in scientific industrial work, whereby special
attention must be paid to the training of skilled forces for
technical standardisation. It is necessary to secure an
increased qualification for these trained forces and to
improve the quality of the whole system of training. The
highest engineering and technical forees in the Soviet Union
must be up to the highest level of modern international
industrial and scientific technique, whereby they must
thoroughly master the speecial conditions of soviet production.
The theoretical training given in the Technical High Schools
must be accompanied by practical experience in the factories.
In general, promotion to important administrative positions
must be made dependent on a previous practical experience
in the factory itself.

; The conference recommends special attention to the
development of the broadest pessible . public interest in
seientific and technical problems beginning with the active
workers in the. factories (shock brigade members, worker

inventors and rationalisers, etc.) and ending with the
scientific-technical associations. Only the development of such
broad general interest together with the growth of socialist
competition, the exchange of experiences, ete., can speed up
the growth of the trained forces at the disposal of socialist
industry on a mass scale. The task before us is the technieal
training of broad masses of the working class and the
training of engineers and technicians who are really capable
of responsible leadership on the basis of the most modern
technical achievements.

The economic plan for 1982 demands the mobilisation of
all the forces at the disposal of the Party and the working
class and the further development of socialist competition and
of the shock brigade movement as the most important lever
for the carrying out of the plan. .

The chief slogans of the ecounter-plan, of the shoek
brigade. movement and the socialist competiticn in every
Tactory in 1932 must be: the greatest pessible utilisation of
all productive possibilities on the basis of the given supplies
of material and with the greatest possible economy, the
compleiest possible mobilisation of all forces and the best
possible practical leadership, increased production and
improved quality! .

The XVII. Party Conference expresses its firm convietion
that the working class; the engineers, the economists and®the

. technicians will follow the leadership of the Leninist Party

under the leadership of its Central Committee and fulfil the
great plan for 1932 and thus carry out the first Five-Year
Plan in four years. ° .

THE BALKANS

Greetings ifrom the Balkan Committee of
the National Revolutionary Organisations to

the Croat National Revolutionary Group.

The Committee of the National Revolutionary Organi-
sations of the Balkans sends warm brotherly greetings to the
COroat National Revolutionary Group, which with its book:
“The Way to the Emancipation of the Croat People” has
decisively taken up the fight against the military-faseist
dictatorship in Yugoslavia and all its confederates. The Croat
National Revolutionary Group comes before the Croatian
masses with its programme of ruthless and unrelenting fight
for the emancipation of the Croat people. It ruthlessly exposes
all attempts of the national opportunists and national fascists
to deceive the Croatian masses and to hold thém back from
the consistent mass fight under the pretext that the League
of Nations will emancipate the Crogts, that Italy of Musso-
lini, Hungary of Horthy will afford the Croatian masses
“support”. The national revolutionary Croatian group calls
upon the Croat masses to rely on their own strength, not to
be misled, not to rely upon this or that imperialist Power,
and not to seek their allies among the fascist bands of
Michailov nor among the jailers of the Italian and Hungarian
masses. The Croat national revolutionary group shows the
masses wWho are their true friends, their disinterested and
devoted allies, namely, the Macedonians, the Albanians in
Kossovo, the Slovenians, Montenegrins and the other non-
Servian nations, who like them are oppressed, tormented and
plundered by the big Servian dictatorship, the working people
of Servia itself, the oppressed nations of the whole of the
Balkans, the enslaved colonial peoples, the international
revolutionary proletariat and peasantry and their organi-
sations, as well as the masses in the Soviet Union, the only
country where there is no national oppression, the bulwark
of the revolution of all oppressed.

The Committee of the national revolutionary organi-
sations of the Balkans emphatically and indignantly repels
the dirty attack made.bv the Pavleic-Percec people. who
attempted in their paper the “Gric” to represent the brochure
“The Way to the Emancipation of the Croatian people” as
a “preduet of the agents of Belgrade under the Communist
flag”. The Pavleic people who are conscious agents ‘of
Italian  faseism and of Horthy-Hungary, these same people
whe have fraternised with the Michailov. band which terrorise
the Macedonian masses—the same Pavleic people who deli-
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berately wish to hand over the Croatian people to the worst
reaction and slavery, are attempting by dirty slanders to
confuse the Croatian masses and to stir up a pogrom mood
against the courageous Croat figthers for freedom. They will
not succeed in this attempt. The Croation masses are suffi-
ciently familiar with the hideous features of the fascists;
they know who Mussolini, Horthy, Michailov, Pavleic and
the other fascist heroes are.

The Committee of the National Revolutionary Organi-
sations of the Balkans calls upon the broad masses of the
Croatian people, to rally more closely round the Croat
National Revolutionary Group, to launch the mass struggle
in alliance with the proletariat and the other nationally

oppressed masses in Yugoslavia and in the Balkans, and -

declares to them its complete solidarity in their fight for
emancipation.

Up with the flag of the Croat national revolutionary
emancipation struggle! Down with the big Servian dictator-
ship! Down with the national fascists, the allies of the
enemies of the Croat struggle for independence! Down with
the dirty slanderers! ’

Long live the Balkan Federation of free Republics of th
Balkan people! .

Committee of the National Revolution‘my Organisations-
’ of the Balkans.

February, 1932

PROLETARIAN
COMMEMORATION DAYS

The Red Army of Workers and Peasants.

The Red Army of Workers and Peasants was founded on
the 23rd February 1918 and can thus look back on a history of
fourteen years of activity in the cause of the proletarian
revolution. The Red Army was forged in the fire of civil war
and steeled in the struggle against the counter-revolutionary
white-guardist Generals and their followers and the troops of
the various imperialist countries which tried to throttle the
new born Soviet State which arose as a result of the October
Revolution. The Red Army developed from the detachments
of Red Guards formed by the revolutionary workers in
St Petersburg, Moscow and the other industrial areas, and
from the irregular guerilla detachments in the rural areas.
In February 1918 a Decree of the Soviet government formed
the Red Army from these detachments. :

The young Red Army was faced with tremendous military
tasks. The white armies and the troops of the Entente pressed
forward on all sides, The Polish troops occupied West White-
Russia, the white armies held Ukrainia, Siberia and the Far
East supported by the Czechoslovakian Legion. Bessarabia was
occupied by Rumanian troops and German and French troops
were advancing from the West and the South. For four years
the Red Army, poorly clothed and poorly equipped, fought
against better clothed and better equipped troops, and was
victonious. Gradually the Red Army pressed back its enemies.
In the summer of 1918 the white froops suffered a smashing
defeat on the Don and in Caucasia. A powerful British army
was held in check in Archangel by weak Red Army detachments
until reinforcements were available and the British were then
compelled to evacuate the district. In the Urals and in Siberia
the white troops were annihilated. At the beginning of 1919
4 Red Army of 400,000 men faced white armies totalling 750,000
men. Hewever, despite the numerical and technical superiority
of the enemy the Red Army won victory after vietory. But in
the summer of 1919 the heart of revolutionary Russia, Moscow,
was again threatened, this time by the troops of General
Denikin. The first red cavalry army- under the leadership of
General Budionny was then formed and Denikin was decisively
defeated. In the winter of 1919/20 the same fate befell Koltchak
and. Yudenitch, The Polish troops were driven helter-skelter
out of Ukrainia and pursued up to the gates of Warsaw. Lack
of munition and other supplies brought the red drive to a halt
and compelled the Soviet power to conclude a treaty of peace.
The last armed conflicts took place in 1922 in the farthest
corners of the great workers and peasants State against the
remnants of the white guardist bands. And then came the
demobilisation. The Red Army, which had swollen during the

course of the civil war to a strength of four million men, was
reduced to a standing army of 500,000, :

‘The chief task of the Red Army is the defence of the
Soviet power and the defence of the socialist constructive work.
The fundamental difference between the Red Army and the
armies of the capitalist countries is very obvious. The armies
of capitalism defend the system of capitalist exploitation and
wage warfare in order to conquer new lands and enslave new .
peoples. The Red Army is the army of peace. The Soviet power
does not organise wars; it conducts an unswerving policy. of
peace up to the uttermost limits. On innumerable ocecasions the
imperialists have attempted to provoke the Soviet power into
war. Soviet Ambassadors have been deliberately assassinated
with this end in view, dllegal raids have been made on the
Soviet Embassies or trade missions in London, Berlin and
Peking. These provocations have not yet ended. One of them
is at present developing in Manchuria where the basis for an
attack on the Soviet Union is being laid. In view of these
facts it is the duty of the Red Army to be prepared for all
eventualities. Every member of the Red Army is prepared to
repulse the attacks of the imperialists at a moment’s notice
and this is the spirit which prevails throughout the Red Army.

The General Military Service Law in the. Soviet Union
places every able-bodied male citizen between the ages of 21
and 40 inclusive at the disposal of the government in case of
need, but only workers, poor peasants and the employees of
Soviet institutions have the right to bear arms: The other.
citizens are relieved from the necessity of military service by
the payment of a special military tax, and in case of need
they can be organised in special labour detachments. The
officers corps of the Red Army now consists of a greater
percentage of workers, poor peasants and a small percentage
of former so-called brain-workers. Off duty there exists a
spirit of friendliness and equality between officers and men.

A special characteristic of the Red Army is the work
which is performed in it for the political enlightenment of
its members. Each member of the Red Army is educated to
independent thought and action. There is a special political
administration in the Red Army. The higher commanders are
for the most part members of the Communist Party, where
this is not the case, the commander in question is given a
political commissar to control his actions, Political training
occupies an important place in the work of the Red Army.
Big and modern libraries are to be found in all barracks.
Political and educational meetings, amusements and film
performances take.place in the barracks. Every barracks has
its wall-newspaper which is edited by the men and contributed
to by them. These wall-newspapers contain criticisms of the
officers where necessary and practical proposals for improve-
ments on all fields. All military units have their Communist
Party and Young Communist League groups. These groups
are the standard bearers of the political work in the army
whose aim it is to imbue every member of the Red Army
with the firm convietion that the Red Army is the sharp
weapon of the Workers and Peasants State and the armed
forces of the world revolution.

The imperialist countries threaten the Soviet Union. The

‘Red Army must therefore be constantly on the alert and

steadily increase its fighting power. This is not merely a
question for the higher command as it is in capitalist armies.
In the Red Army the men themselves are organised in shock
groups and in socialist competition with each other to increase
their military knowledge and technical capacities. The eapa-
city of the Red Army to deliver smashing blows with tremen-
dous speed and efficiency was demonstrated in 1929 when
Chinese Generals and white-guardist bands threatened the
Far Eastern frontiers of the Soviet Union.

The revolutionary workers in the capitalist countries can
support the Red Army most effectively by organising their
own struggle in the factories, in the labour exchanges and
in the rural districts, by fighting against the capitalist mili-
tarisation of the youth, by fighting against the compulsory
labour schemes, by exposing as far as possible the seecrat
military preparations of the imperialist powers against tne
Soviet Union, and by organising the revolutionary united front
under the leadership of the Communist Parties and the Young
Communist Leagues in all countries. The international prole-
tariat must celebrate the fourteenth anniversary of the foun-
dation of the Red Workers and Peasants Army of the Soviet
Union in this spirit and in an intensified struggle.for the
overthrow of capitalism all over .the world and the
establishment of the workers and peasants power.
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International Women ’S Dag

Woman Labour Remuneratlon.

<

Not-in'a single capitalist country doés equal pay for
equal work regardless of sex exist. In all branches of industry,
women workers are paid much less than men for the same
work, including piece rates. In the capitalist countries wage
rates are still fixed according to sex. The wage rate is either
divided into two parts, with separate remuneration for man
and-woman labour, or a definite percentage is.taken off the
men’s wages for women, For instance, in Germany, the
following average weekly wage for men and women workers
existed in December, 1930.

Men;s Wages
55.75 mark 26.40 mark per week

Women’s Wages’

Chemical Industry

Manufacture of Explosives'v 44.05 2697 5
Artifieial Silk ... 4183, 25.05 ,, s e
Metal Industry . 53.61—39.19 2558 ., o s

- Textile Industry
" (For September, 1930)

39.14 mark 24.73 mark per week

Spinners
Weavers . P 4094 ,, 29.57 -, 5 e
Assistant Workers . 3180 -, 22.06  ,, .

In the chemical industry in Germany women are paid
55.1 per cent. of the men’s wage, in the cardboard boxes in-
dustry 64 per cent. Towards the end of 1930, 5.3 per cent. of the
men, and 34.1 per cent. of the women recelved a weekly wage
of less than 18 marks.

There are similar conditions in the other capitalist count-
ries. For instance, in Austria, the following wage rates were
adopted for piece work in the Wienerberger Brick Works; for
men 61 groschen, for women 42 groschen, for youths up to
.17 years 3b groschen, for girls up to 18 years 27 groschen.

Thus, women workers were paid 68 per cent..of the men's
wage, and girls 78 per cent. of young male workers wages,
while doing the same work.

In Great Britain, women’s workers wages constitute on an
average about 52 per cent. of the men’s wages. For instance,
in the cotton industry men are paid from 35 to 40 shillings
a week and women from 25 to 28 sh1lhngs a week, The
Lancashire Weavers Union is the only union that has succeeded
in establishing equal pay for equal work regardless of sex.
- In all the other textile unions there is a difference between

men’s and women’ pay. Not only day rates, but even piece
rates are lower for women than for men. For instance, in
Huddersfield, men cloth weavers were paid 30.8 shillings per
piece, and women 26.5 shillings; men wool operative 285
shillings per piece and. women 24.5 shillings.

. In France, women workers in the metal industry are paid
60 to 70 per cent. of the men’s wage, in the leather industry
65 to 70 per cent. and in the food industry 70 to 75 per cent.

In Czechoslovakla, women workers are paid 50 to 60 per
"cent of the men’s wage, in. Poland, on an average 60 to 65
per cent.

'In Eastern Countries—China, Japan, India, Indo-China
and others—women workers are still paid from % to % of the
men’s wage.

" In recent years, in connection with the economic ecrisis
and general capitalist offensive against the standard of living
of the working class, the difference between men‘s and women's
wages is once more growing. Thus, for instance, in the textile
" industry in Germany women workers were paid in 1913-14

71 per cent. of the men’s wage, in 1924-27 74 per cent., in 1929-30
- 70 per cent. On the lower Rhine mens wages were reduced
by b per cent. in October 1931, women‘s wages by 25 per cent.,
and young workers wages by 35 per cent. In France the wages
of men textile workers in Aive were reduced in April 1931 by
6 per cent., and those of the women workers by 8 per cent. In
the United States men textile workers were paid in 1929
26 dollars a week, and women textile workers 18 dollars a
week, and in 1930 the men’s wage was 23 dollars and the

women’s wage 14 dollars. Between January and December 1930 '
the weekly wage of men and women workers was reduced as
follows (in dollars):

January 1930 December 1930

Men’s Women’s Men’s Women’s
B - Wage Wage Wage Wage
Metal Industry . . 32,11 17,76 28,82 15,71
Chemical Industry . 83,74 17,72 32,26 17,16
Paper Industry . . 29,45 16,02 25,94 - 13,28
Fur, Leather & Rubber
Industry . . 28,63 16,76 24,87 14,95
Textile Industry 24,10 15,19 22,77 13,86

. The employers’ usual explanation of lower remuneration
for woman labour is—that it is of lower quality, and therefore
less valuable than man labour. This radically incorrect asser-
tion is upheld by the social fascist trade union bureauerats
who' furnish the anti-Marxist theoretical basis for the ex-
ploitation of woman labour. They assert that women workers
cannot give their labour fully to the factory, and are therefore
a less productive labour power, consuiermg that they have
household duties to perform.

When fixing men’s wages, it was always taken into con-
sideration that men must keep not only themselves but also
their families; in regard to women workers, it was generally
assumed that they only work for “pocket money”. Life itself
has shown the falseness of these assertions, millions of women
workers are ruthlessly exploited in factories and works, appli-
cation of woman labour is indissolubly connected with the
development of large-scale capitalist economy. However, the
Social Democratic trade unions stick to their Conservative
point of view regarding women’s “vocation”—to be housewives.

This is what is said on this subjeet in the resolution of
the October session of the International Trade Union Com-
mittee of Women workers of the Amsterdam International
in 1930:

“The trade Union movement is trying to obtain
conditions of life and labour that will allow persons
belonging to the working class to establish and maintain
a family without married women being compelled by dire
necessity to add to the earnings of their husbands through
their own labour. The trade unions consider such con-
ditions of life and labour essential for the proper deyelop-
ment of the members of the family, and for the promotion
of a happy family life.”

Thus, Social Democrats openly defend women’s “nght” to
be housewives. Lenin at one time wrote:

“Women continue to be Domestic Slaves, despite laws

~ for their emancipation, for Household Drudgery keeps

theém down and prevents their development, tying them

to kitchen and nursery, wasting their. labour in appallingly

_unproductive work that works on thelr nerves and hampers
their mental development.”

The Amsterdamers propose to women to devote themselves
to housework “for the promotion of a happy family life”
But they hypocritically add in .the resolution: “But trade
unions must refuse to have anything to do with struggle
against married women’s right to be wage earners, on the
plea that this frequently destroys family life.“ The Social
Democrats who are clever agents of the capitalists, by
dividing the proletariat according to sex, by setting woman
labour against man labour, and single women's labour against

. married women’s, are trying to bring confusjon and dissension

into the ranks of the proletariat, disorganise the offensive of
the working class, and divert women workers from the struggle
against the employers and the capitalist state.

The different attitude of the capitalist society and state
to the eduecation and bringing up of boys and girls, to their
training for ‘professional activity created at one time
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inequality between men and women in the labour market,
because women did not have the necessary training and,
physically, were frequently weaker than men. However, if
these circumstances played a certain role in the first period
of the development of capitalism, in the subsequent period
when technique rapidly developed, new machines were intro-
duced, including lately the conveyer system, when rationali-
sation set in, the arguments regarding the lower value of
woman labour have lost all meaning. The inconsistency of
these arguments is vividly illustrated by the difference in the
piece rates for man and woman labour, women workers being
paid considerably less than men for the same quantity and
quality of work.

Women workers’ low wages, which for an enormous number
of women are lower than the minimum of existence, and
under-feeding—the result of this state of affairs—wear out the
women workers' organism, are the cause of sickness and
mortality, and lower the general standard of living of the
working class. The question of women workers wages is a
general question of the revolutionary Labour movement, the
demand of equal pay for equal work is one of the main de-
mands of the Communist Party and the Red Trade Urions.

Only in one country in the world—the Soviet Union—
women = employed in industry and peasant women in
the collective farms have become full fledged members of the
large family of workers. In the Soviet Union women workers do
not only get equal pay for equal work, for all the measures
of the Soviet power—the establishment of a broad network of
children’s institutions, the organsiation of public feeding, of
social and ecultural services—aim at freeing women in the
factories and collective farms from household drudgery that
“degrades and hampers mental development” *(Lenin). In the
U.S.S.R, women workers and collectivised peasant women take
an active part in the administration of the State, in leadership
ower Party, economic and trade union work, Class conscious-
ness and Labour enthusiasm are strongly developed among the
emancipated women workers and collectivised peasant women
of the U.S.8.R.; in 1931 the percentage of women workers,
participating in Socialist competition and shock brigade work
was higher than men’s. Through the example set in the
TU.S.S.R. where Labour has become “a matter of honour, glory,
prowess and heroism” (Stalin), the working women of all
countries are becoming convinced that full emancipation of
women and woman labour is possible only.through the over-
throw of the capitalist order.

‘Wox‘nen’s Work in the
Red Clothing Worker’s Union in England.
By S. Lipson.

The United Clothing Workers Union was formed out of
a struggle that involved 750 women employed at the firm of
Rego of London, in October 1929. These women who had
never been in a union before, fought a splendid battle for 13
weeks against the employers and reformist leaders of the
Tailors and Garment Workers Union. Despite the fact that
the officials of that union did in no way support the strike,
the women fought on until they won under the leadership .of
the Clothing Workers Minority Movement Group, with the
help of the Communist Party.

After the strike the leaders of the T. & G. W. started to
expell from the union our most active members and leaders of
the strike.'The members then realised that the T. & G. W. was
no longer an organisation for the workers, but rather an organi-
sation for the employers, and that the time had arrived when
they should organise themselves under a real workers leadership.
They had seen by then that the Minority Movement and
Communist Party was their friend and leader, and it was
under the leadership of these comrades that the U. C, W. U.
was formed.

Although the clothing industry employs 85 per cent
women workers, it was not until the red union was formed
that the question of equal pay for equal work was discussed,
and it was finally agreed to embody this demand in the
programme for clothing workers. It is now a good and very

»

popular slogan amoengst the women in the clothing industry.
For the first time in the history of the clothing workers a
committee for work among women was formed. Our main
task is outside the largest factories in London. Also very
good social work was done. This social work has helped the
clothing union to get in contact with many workers. The.
women’s committee of the union has helped to develop women
from the factory who have since held leading positions in the
union and some joined the Communist Party.

The work has not always been easy. It was necessary in
many cases to fight against the idea that recruiting women
in the union was only the work of the women. The women’s
committee always demanded that the work among women be
embodied in the general work of the union, and that special
women’s demands should be fought for by the union as a
whole. A few months ago we were told by the leadership of
the union that the women’s committee was too small, that we
should at least have hundred women on the committee by now.
This would result in forming a separate women’s section and
a separation of women's work from the general work, a split-
ting of the union into sections on the basis of sex, therefore,
the working women fought this idea of forming women’s see-
tions most energetically. ’

Experience has taught us that as long as the working
class is split into women and men, there will always be
something to seplit hairs about among the workers, always
bringing about this division of the proletariat according to
sex, to divert the workers and working women from the class
struggle. A united front of working men and women against
thekcommon enemy, the employers and their lackeys, is our
task.

PRESS REVIEWS

- “Soviet Russia Today”, February, 1932.
By A. Boswse.

The American section of the Friends of the Soviet Union
has begun the publication of a monthly magazine of the first
issue of which 15,000 copies were printed and sold. The Ameri-
can Workers’ Delegation to the 14th Anniversary Celebration
last November promised the Soviet workers that by the 15th
anniversary the magazine the F.S.U. were preparing to publish
would have a circulation of 100,000, becoming a mighty voice
in the mobilisation of the American workers, farmers and
intelligentsia for the defence of the Warkers’ and Peasants’
Fatherland. The reception accorded the first issue favours the
realisation of this goal, and the F.S.U. préceeding on this

basis, are preparing to print 25,000 already of the second issue.

With the danger of war against the Soviet Union more
imminent than at any other time since the international
intervention of 1918-22—the American press talks frankly of
a Japanese attack upon North Manchuria, Outer Mongolia,
and Siberia in the spring, and the American and European
imperialists and their Balkan and Baltic tools prepare
feverishly for it—the workers of the United States must be
organised by an immediate and militant mobilisation. The
new magazine can be one of the most potent factors in this
campaign.

The issue opens with a tribute to Lenin by Max Bedacht,
of the Central Committee of the C.P.U.S.A., and a declaration
of the purpose of the magazine and the aims of the F.S.U.
It also contains a review by Karl Radek of General Graves’
book, “America’s Siberian Adventure”; a statement by the
Workers’ Delegation on their impressions of the U.S.S.R.;
letters from the Leningrad “Red Putilov” plant to the steel
workers'in the U.S. and from the Gorlovka coal miners to the
Kentucky miners; a comparison of workers’ conditions in the -
U.S.S.R. and U.S.A. by A. A. Heller; an account-of a visit to
a Red Army Camp, by M. Epstein; ete. ) .

- The magazine is fully illustrated and constitutes a good
béginning; it will help to increase the interest of the American
workers in the Soviet Union and promote the building up of
a powerful F.0.S.U. ’ )

Publishers: Internationale Presse-Korrespondenz G.m.b. H., Berlin. — Responsible Editor: Ernst Pilz, Berlin.
Printed by R. Boll GmbH., Berlin NW 6, Schiffbauerdamm 19. ’
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