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Beiore the Scottsboro Decision.

The International Fight for the Rescue and Release of the Negro Boys.
By A. Dombrowski (Berlin).

The fight which the workers and intellectuals have been
waging throughout the world for the past eighteen months for
the release of the Scottshoro Negro boys has entered on a
new stage. Under the mass pressure of the workers, which is
expressed in powerful demonstrations in front of the American
embassies in all countries, the American bourgeoisie have
been compelled to allow a review of the trial of the young
Negro workers. The case comes up for review by the United
States Supreme Court on October 10, This is a great success
for the work which the International Red Aid has performed
in mobilising the masses of workers against lynch-justice.

How strong the mass pressure of the toilers upon the
bourgeoisie of America is, is illustrated by a significant state-
ment in a trial against Negro workers in the town of
Camphill. The Public Prosecutor stated: “We do mot want a
new Sceottshboro case in our country.” All the accused, who
were defended by the Red Aid (International Labour Defence),
were acquitted.

Yes, they do not want a second Scottshoro case. For the
cry of the millions of workers, from Scottsboro to Sofia,
against lynch-justice is still ringing in the ears of the im-
perialists. The campaign for the release of the Negro boys has
in the course of 18 months become a great battle in the class
war, in the course of which new strata of toilers and intellec-
tuals in all countries have been mobilised against imperialist
oppression, racial incitement and terror, and drawn into the
proletarian united front.

Even if all possibilities have not been by a long way
utilised in the fight, nevertheless great successes are to be
recorded. In the U.S.A., the Red Aid had an extraordinarily
favourable objective s1tuat10n in its work. The numerous
strikes, in which large numbers of Negroes have taken part,
their participation in the fight for unemployment msurance,
provided the Red Aid with the best opportunity for winning
these toilers for the Scottshoro fight. In all these cases the
Negro toilers have worked side by side with the trade union
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members and the members of other workers’ organisations.
The Scottsboro campaign was linked up with the fight for the
release of Tom Mooney. The labour fedérations sent delegates
to the Scottsboro Conferences and mass meetings,

Mrs. Ada Wright and Comrade Engdahl were also present
as delegates at the Congress of Seamen and Dock workers. A
Conference was held at Paris attended by 200 delegates from
various workers’ organisations.

All the Scottsboro boys are under 20 years of age; all are
young Negro workers. From their condemned cells they have
issued a special appeal to the young workers of the world in
which they state.

“We ask you young people of the working class to-save us
from being burned in the electric chair. Help us bhoys, we have
not done anything wrong. We are workers the same as you.
Only our skin is black.” . .

The working youth will not permit this appeal to remain -

unheard. The Young Communist International has issued a
special appeal to the youth of the whole world. Youth Con-
ferences have been held in all parts of the United States, with
delegates from organisations of white workers and Negroes.
Special Youth sections have been ‘formed in the Scottsboro
committees. In Germany, in France, in Belgium and other
countries, young workers have demonstrated and greatly con-
tributed to stimulate the fight for the release of their black
brothers. In Hungary, the youth demonstration for the Scotts-
boro boys was broken up by the police and 23 young workers
were arrested. A big demonstration was organised in Panama
by the Communist Youth. )

: Realising that the condemnation of the Negro boys was
an attack on the toilers of America and on the growing unity
between the-black and white workers, an intensive agitation
against colonial imperialism is carried on. In England Mrs.
Wright’s tour was carried out in connection with the Negro
Workers Welfare Association, and the secretary of the English
Section of the Red Aid reports that the prestige of the Red
Aid has greatly increased among the Negro workers. The
terrible oppression under which the colonial slaves of French
imperialism suffer was pointed out at all the Scottsboro meet-
ings. Here work was carried out in close co-operation with the
League for the Defence of Negro Rights.

In Belgium, the mass movement for the release of the
Negro boys assumed such proportions that the royal socialist
Vandervelde was compelled, under the pressure of the masses,
to speak at a Scottsboro demonstration. In Holland, meetings
were addressed by Negro comrades from Indonesia.

There is no need to emphasise the extraordinary political
importance of work among the intellectuals at a moment when
the basest demagogic race-incitement and the wildest chauvin-
ism have hecome rampant among the petty-bourgeois intellec-
tuals. The work of the Workers International Relief and of
the numerous Scottshoro committees has suceceeded in winning
thousands 6f intellectual workers for the fight against lynch
justice and against racial incitement.

In Germany 2,000 intellectuals took part in the protest.
In the bourgeois press of Holland there appeared an appeal
signed by 100 intellectuals, including many famous writers and
artists. In the United States, the Committee for the Defence
of Political Prisoners, headed by the world-famous writer
Theodore Dreiser, has rendered magnificent service. Not only
have manifestoes and protests heen adopted, but 800 dollars
were collected for the Red Aid. In the Faubourg Club in Paris
a special meeting. was held which was attended by many
intellectuals as well as representatives of the middle class. A
protest -sent from Cuba to Washington was signed by 30 in-
tellectuals. Professor Einstein cabled to America on behalf of
the Negro boys. The protest of this eminent scientist was
published in all bourgeois papers and made a profound im-
pression.

‘A strong mass agitation for the release of the Negro work-
ers has likewise been carried on among the women and
children of all countries. Thousands of working women who
had never previously heard anything about colonial oppression
were induced to attend a political meeting for the first time
in order to hear the Scottsboro mother speak. The appeal to
fight not only against lynch justice but also against all im-
perialist oppression- met with an enthusiastic' response.

It is necessary in the next few days to increase the mass
movement still further, to strengthen the protest, so as, under
the mass pressure of the working class of the whole world,
to enforce the release of the Negro boys. co L

- POLITICS

The Changes in the British National
Government.
By R. Bishop (London).

Viscount Snowden (Lord Privy Seal), Sir Herbert Samuel
(Home Secretary) and Sir Archibald Simelair (Secretary. of
State for Scotland) resigned from the Cabinet at the meeting
held on September 28, tollowing a long period of speculation
as to what attitude they would take on the Ottawa agree-
ments. It was believed almost until the last that the “agree to
differ” agreement entered into by the Cabinet last year when
the new tariffs were being imposed would continue, because,
as the Government’s supporters in- the Conservative press
pointed out, Ottawa does not imply any change from the atti-
tude at the time of the imposition of tariffs, but is merely
a logical continuation of that policy. ‘

The junior Samuelite Liberals having also resigned from
the Government, a number of other new appointments have
been announced. Baldwin has been made Lord Privy Seal in
succession to Snowden. He will combine this post with his
present «office of Lord President of the Council and will only
take the one salary. .

Hore-Belisha, the National Liberal, has been appointed to
the post of Financial Secretary to the Treasury where he has
succeeded  Major- Eliott, the new Minister of Agriculture.
Dr. Burgin, another Simonite Liberal, has been made Secretary
to the Board of Trade in succession to Hore-Belisha, The Earl
of Plymouth, a Tory, is Under Secretary of the Colonies in
succession to Sir Robert Hamilton, a Liberal who has resigned.
A Tory; Colonel Headlam has been appointed Under Secretary
to the Ministry of Transport in succession to the Earl of
Plymouth, and a Conservative, R.A.Butler, succeeds the
Liberal Lord Lothian -as Under Secretary for India.

The five other vacancies caused by the resignations have
also been filled.

The resignations are not resignations based on any fun-
damental ditference between the dissentient Ministers and
their colleagues—they are an expression of the intensification
of the crisis. The growing unpopularity of the Government
and widespread revolt among the Liberal rank and file has
forced the hands of the Liberals to the point of resignation.
The last straw" in this connection was undoubtedly the Card-
igan by-election where a Liberal candidate running on an anti-
Ottawa ticket romped home  with 4,571 majority over- a
National Conservative, leaving the Labour candidate at’ the
bottom of the poll. The Liberals who follow Sir John Simon,
and are now practically merged in the Conservative Party,
have decided to remain in the Government.

Snowiden is an old man. He has always posed -as the sea-
green incorruptible -defender of Free Trade, although being
a party to the agree to differ decision of last year. In these
circumstances he could not very well stay in a. Government
from which the other self-styled defenders of Free Trade
have been driven by overwhelming pressure of opimion. - ..%

How little the resignation means in the way of fundamental
opposition to the line pursued by the National Government
ig shown by the fact that the Liberal dissidents have no
intention of pursuing even the normal functions of Parlia-
mentary oppositon. They have announced all along that they
will support the Government from below the gangway on
all matters but tariffs and Ottawa. As the “Manchester
Guardian” commented: “There appears to be no precedent for
half-and-half opposition of this kind that went on for long.”
‘ Whilst the Liberal Ministers have spoken inside Parlia-
ment and out against tariffs and Ottawa, they remained
inside the Government until tariffs were passed - into law.
To have resigned at that earlier period might have served
to quicken and mobilise the anti-tariff feeling in'the country.
By staying in the Liberals helped to lull that opposition into
quietude. Now that mass feeling is rising against the Governs
ment on every score, the Liberals ‘are coming out. For the
general réactionary policy of the Government . the  Liberal
Ministers bear their full share of responsibility. Feet, the
Liberal Minister of Mines and a follower of Samuel, played
the leading role in the negotiations which led to' thé
abandonment of the claim for a 7 hours day by the reformist
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leaders of the Miners Federation.. Lord  Lothian,. another
Samuel Liberal, as ‘Under- Secre’tary for India;  has the

responsibility with his Tory chief,. for the era of brutal
suppression in India, and the framing of the humbugging
new Constitution which aims at perpetuating the caste and
communal d1fferenceg on the age-old prmcxple of “Divide
and: Rule”,.

- Samuel himself, as Home Secretary, has proved to be one

of the most reactionary of modern times. The tightening-

-up - .of police regulations, numerous steps towards the
militarisation of the force and its increasing use against the
working class have been his work.

The Ottawa agreements which have bheen made the

cceasion for the Liberal resignations provide for:

- A tax of 2/- per quarter on wheat and grain; 15/- per
quarter on foreign butter; 3/- in. £ on cheese;. 4/6 per cwt.
on raw apples; 4/6 per cwt. on raw pears; 3/6 per cwt, on

~canned apples; 3/-- per ewt. on existing duties dried fruit;
1/- and 1/6 on eggs per 100 B/- per ewt. increase on duty
on condensed milk.

“In addition there is a meat quota scheme to force up the
price of meat. )

In connection with the Liberal followers of Sir John
Simon despite their high-souled speeches, it must be pointed
out that they have solid material reasons for staying in.
They -represent” constituencies which can’'only be held by
Liberals if they receive Conservative support. The Samuelites
on the other hand represent seats Wlth longAstandmg Liberal
and Free Trade traditions.

- The Samuelite Liberals hope to put themselves rlght with

rank. and. file . Liberal opinion by their move. The Liberal -

Party has drawn its support from large sections of the petty-
bourgeoisie and manufacturers who ' rely upon - the - export
trade, as well as from some strata of the more backward
elements ‘of the working cldss, All these have been hit by
tariffs,

. But the Liberal Party in Pdrliament will continue to
support the attacks on the social services and the unemployed.
It will continue to support the wage-cut offensive in a variety
of -industries.” It will support the intensification of police
terrorism against the - workers at home, and “increased
imperialist terror in the colonies. The "Foreign policy of the
Government, its war-making plans, have had the heartiest

backing from the self-same Ministers and their followers who

are now posing as self-sacrificing martyrs.

. Snowden has reached his life’s ambition. He is now a
Peer of the Realm, a Member of sthe House of Lords. Better
for him to retire from office in a. fighting pose rather to
wait to be dropped ‘as a senile has been. He can see the
growing discrediting of the National Government and the
mass revolt against it. Snowden will retire with his bourgeois
honours thick upon him. It is in‘line with hig Whole caréer
that he should now: make this gesture. -

The Liberal Party and the Labour Party will now talk
in the two Houses of Parliament of their determination to
fight tariffs'and food taxes.-But they will both do their
damnedest: to stifle- any mass. movement of the workers
against them, just as they have -united with the Government
to. stifle revolt against the Means Test, and to baton down
the masses of demonstrating workers.

‘The National Labour group have issued a statement of
continued support for the Government, They say:

“The difficulties of the situation, both at home and
abroad, are so great that a return to the old system of
partman Government and of embittered party warfare

 would “gravely: ‘prejudice  the- national interest and be
-contrary to the national will.”

The National Labour group express regret that a breach
should ‘have occurred through a revival of the fiscal con-
tpoversy that is entirely out of date.”

. Runclman -the President of the Board of Trade, also a
L1bera1 has 1ssued a statement in which he prates of the
“great gains” Britain will secure from Ottawa.

] What emerges most clearly from the statement 1ssued by
‘the seceding Liberal Ministers is that a primary point in the
Ottawa agreement, is a breach with the Soviet Union. In their
statement they say:

_ “A condition imposed upon our delegation in the last
stages of the conference will requlre that immediate notice
shall be:givén to terminate our present trade agreement
with Russia. .

““Whether we shall be -able to enter into any more
satisfactory agreement is necessarily uncertain. If not, a
further blow will have been struck at our export trade, with
a further increase in the number of unemployed.”

That the Liberals will do nothing to impede the general
reactionary policy of the Government is also clearly shown.
in the same document issued by the dissentient Liberals,
where they say:

“We shall, of course, lend our assistance to the Govern-
ment in ecarrying out ‘all  those policies with regard to
which, ,We are %appy to remember, no differences have
arisen. .

There has been no’Cabinet Crisis, in the sense of fundamental
divisions in their ranks.on questions of policy. But the split
and the changes that have taken place are indicative of the
intensification of the crisis and reflect the growing bitterness
of the detestation in which the Government and its every
action is held by large, and ever incréasing masses of
workers, small shopkeepers and others who are suffering
from the effects of the tariffs imposed by the Government :
and 1ts actions in every sphere,

The Government of the ,,Strong Hand“
in Hungary.
- By Gal (Budapest).

The government crisis in Hungary, which arose with thé
resignation of Count Julius Karoly, was temporarily solved by
the appomtment of Gombos the Minister for War, as Prime
Mlmster

The press describes the Gombos Government as 4 govern-
ment of the “strong hand”. This means that the new govern-
ment will increase still- further the bloody terror against the
toiling masses, against the revolu’monary movement and against
the Communist Party. Gombos is the most suitable person to
play the role-of fascist hangman and murderer of workers.
After the overthrow of the celebrated Hungar]an Soviet Re-
public, Gombos played a leading role in erganising the white
terror. He caused hundreds of proletarians and working pea-
sants to be murdered or maimed for hfe, and committed 1pore
than one murder himself, Th1s man is the present Prime Mi-
nister, “Horthy’s hest officer”, his bosom friend.

then 11 years ago, Stephan Bethlen set to work to con-
solidate the white terror and organisationally develop the fascist
dictatorship he had the assistgnce of Gomhos (who had. been
promoted from Major to Géneral) first as State secretary in the
Wiar Mmu%ry and then as Minister, in carrying out his task.
He carried out the elections with open voting and secured for
Bethlen the Parliamentary majority. Also as ‘member of the
Bethlen Government Gémbos mamtamed constant . contact with
the secret terrorist orgamsatlonys in Hungary and abroad.

The composition of the new government also shows that the
Horthy people are preparmg for an increased campaign against
the steadily growing revolutionary movement. Of the old
government, Keretes-Fischer, (member of the secret counfer-
Levolu’tlonary organisation “Blood Alliance of the Double Cross”
to which Horthy and Gémbos also belong, and organiser of. the
bloody special tribunal) remains Minister of the Interior. The
Minister for Justice in the new Government is Grombos best
friend, his former State Secretary.

In spite of all this, no smgle leading section of the Hunga-
rian capitalist class is entirely in agreement with the appoint-
ment of Gombos as Prime Minister. This, of course, is not due
to the outspokenly fascist, anti-working class character of the
Government, but to other 01rcumls‘oances

The new Government is nothing else.but a Cabmet of
officials; all the Ministers come from the ranks of the State
bure‘wucr'acy. The -State bureaucracy have taken advantage of:
the antagonisms between industrial, banking and agrarian
capital in connection with the government ecrisis in order
considerably to increase their influence within the faseist
dictatorship .of finance-capital. This action is  agreeable
neither to industrial capital nor banking capital. It renders it
difficult to cut down the over inflated State burea,ucracy,
which swallows moreé than 51 per cent. of the outgoings, and

"~ to balance the budget. The social demagogy employed by

Gombos and his consorts for the purpose of maintaining and
extending their present mass ‘basis is regarded by the capital-
ist groups as being against their interests and dangerous. The
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“Pester Lloyd”, in its issue dealing with the appointment of
the new ‘Government, specially points out that Tyler, the repre-
sentative of the Finance Commission of the League of Nations
in Hungary, “draws attention in his report to the danger
which will arise as a result of the protection of certain
groups of agricultural debtors”. The paper points to the con-
siderable reduetion of State expenditure demanded by Tyler.

These capitalist groups consider the Gomhbos Government
to be unsuitable also from the foreign-political standpoint.
Gombos is the most outstanding representative of the sabre-
rattling revision policy of Hungarian fascism, and his ap-
pointment as Prime Minister arouses complete mistrust in the
countries of the Little Entente and in France, This renders
difficult the development of commercial relations with neigh-
bouring countries and a favourable settlement of the amorti-
sation of the 4,000 million foreign debt. The attitude of indu-
strial and banking capital to the Gombos Cabinet is also
illustrated by the fact that not a single representative of
these capitalist groups has declared himself ready to take
over a ministerial post.

The agrarian wing of the Unity Party, which brought
about the overthrow of Karoly, is dissatisfied because Goémbos
intended to form the Government without consulting this
party and because he entered into negotiations with the
agrarian opposition. The differences between Gémbos and the
Unity Party were settled by Bethlen, upon whose interven-
tion GOombos took three representatives of the Unity Party
into the Government. Although Goémbos was for several years
without interruption a member of the Bethlen Government,
he is not yet unconditionally supported by the leaders of the
Unity Party. .

Bethlen knows that Horthy is behind Gombds. Horthy
insisted on the appointment of Gombos; he gave him more far-
reaching powers than he' ever granted to Karoly. It was
Horthy who, last year, when Bethlen resigned, insisted that
Gombos should remain. Horthy’s confidence in G6émbds is not
only due to the fact that they both come from the same petty
nobility. It was Gombds who, at the time of the attempted
putseh by ex-king Karl, saved Horthy’s rule and caused Karl’s
troops to be fired on. This circumstance distinguishes Gombos
from the legitimist aristocratic big land-owners. This is the
reason why the christian small farmers’ party, which is also
under legitimist leadership and hitherto supported the Govern-
ment, only adopts an attitude of “benevolent” neutrality to
the Government. ’

Gombos himself feels that the parties at present supporting
the Government do not constitute for him a firm Parliamen-
tary basis. For this reason he requested far-reaching powers
of Horthy. For this same reason he also wants to reorganise
the Unity Party and to maintain connection with the agrarian
opposition, the open fascist wing of the party of Gaston Gal.
For this reason he is seeking, by means of social and national
demagogy, to acquire a certain mass basis for himself and
the system of the fascist dictatorship,

# On the occasion of the formation of the Gombos Govern-
ment the social democratic party addressed an appeal to the
opposition parties summoning them to- a common “fight”
against the “system”. Whilst the social democratic party
wish to act together with the fascist sham-oppositional parties,
they are commencing a campaign of annihilation against
the revolutionary labour movement, against the Communist
Party. The social fascist leaders want to show that they can
fight better and with more success than Gombés against the
revolutionary proletariat. They want to prove their fitness to
govern, their right to one or two portefolios in an eventual
concentration government. Therefore they announce together
with the rest of the bourgeois parties, a common Parliamen-
tary “fight”, from which the working class is excluded.  For
the same reason they stoop to the lowest depths in their
incitement against and denunciation of the Communist Party
and also the trade union opposition.

All this, however is unable to stop the fight of the
Hungarian toilers for freedom. The revolutionary movement
of the Hungarian proletariat is making headway in spite of
the bloody terror of the Gombos Government, in spite of
gallows and prisons, in spite of the treachery of the social
democracy and their role of hangmen’s assistant. This is
proved by the recent strike struggles and demonstrations.

Increasing Misery—Intensified Oppression
R in Finland.
By N. D. (Stockholm).

In the last few weeks the bourgeois press of Finland
has been attempting to spread the belief that the country
will soon experience a new economic revival. The director
of the national bank declared recently that we shall shortly
experience a definite economic boom. The official statisties,
however, show that these optimistic predictions are empty
talk. They are based mainly a certain increase in exports
at the beginning of the year. But this increase was only
brought about by ruthless dumping measures, for which the
government granted huge sums in the form of export pre-
miums.

Exports are again declining. Thus the export of timber
declined to 863,000 cubic metres in the first half of 1932 as
against 967,000 cubic metres in the first half of last year.

Thus the Prime Minister Sunila had every reason for declaring

in his report to the Parliamentary deputies that there has
been no improvement in the economie situation, but on the
contrary further difficulties are to be observed.

In agriculture the intensification of the crisis is expressed
still more plainly in the growing number of forced sales.
These forced sales amounted this year on an average to 211
a month as against 137 a month last year. Unemployment
has increased 100 per cent as compared with 1931. Thus the
poor law authorities in Helsingfors report that the number
of applicants for relief has increased this year to 34,000,
as compared with 17,300 last year. ~

The property tax has been considerably reduced, the big
landowners and the industrialists have received fresh sub-
ventions from the State, but the indirect taxes, which fall
mainly on the shoulders of the working population, were
increased this year by a further 102,425,000 marks. Together
with the revenue from the customs duties, which are likewise
paid by the broad masses, the indireet taxes accounted for
71 per cent of the State revenue. Expenditure on education
h'as been reduced by a further 18 million marks, while expen-
diture on national defence has been reduced by only 766,000
marks, that is to say, armaments against the neighbouring
workers and peasants State are to.be continued undiminished
at the cost of the starving masses.

According to the Government report, the intensified
fascist terror, the result of a compromise goncluded last
Spring with the insurgent Lappo bandits, is to be maintained.
Fer this purpose the Government obtained a carte blanche,
for which all parties in Parliament voted (as is known since
1930 the Communists have been forcibly excluded from
Parliament).

The representatives of all parties, {rom the Lappo fascists
to the social democrats, praised the Government in the highest
terms “because they had maintained law and order in the
country”. Tanner, the leader of the social democratic fraction,
expressly stated that “the Government would enjoy the support
of his party and that the social democrats would also vote
for proceeding to the next business in order not to give the
Government the slightest pretext for being dissatisfied with
Parliament”. .

The Government are fully aware that in the coming
Winter they will have to reckon with the growing resistance
of the workers against the terror and the starvation regime.
They have adopted various measures in order to crush this
resistance; they have provided the police in the capital town

with armoured cars for dealing with street rioting. The °

sharpening of the situation is also expressed in the increased
activity of the class courts. Thus in the first half of Sep-
tember the court in Abo alone passed sentences on revolutio-
nary workers and peasants amounting to 90 years imprison-
ment. In four “Communist trials”, 7 of the accused were
sentenced to severe terms of imprisonment. Among the con-
demned were also three women.

- The Swedish Section of the International Red Aid has

commenced a comprehensive solidarity action on behalf of
the political prisoners in Lappo Finland.
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The Communist Election Victory in Greece.
' By Kostas Gt y pos (Athens).

Never before in Greece have elections been. carried out
under conditions of such terror against the working masses
as in the Parliamentary elections which took place on Sep-
tember 25 last. The oppressive measures which during the
preceding period of four years were the usual methods of
Venizelos, were tremendously intensified on the eve of the
elections, Thousands of proletarian fighters are in prison or

banished. The delivery of the Communist press through the

post is prohibited, so that large districts of the country are
without any Communist paper. Most of thé 106 candidates of
the united front of the workers and peasants, led by the Com-
munist Party, were arrested, .

The central committee andl many local election commit-
tees were ,arrested on the charge of “high treason” on ac-
count of the slogan “Right of self-determination for the Mace-
donian people up to complete separation”, and the Communist
central organ in Athens and the district organ in Salonica
were persecuted. Special permission had to be obtained from
the local authorities in order to hold any election meeting.
In many distriets, chiefly in the agrarian districts where the
influence of the Communist Party is relatively weak, partici-
pation in the election was rendered almost impossible by the
prevailing terror. In Macedonia, the fascist bands on the day
of the election closed and partly plundered the election com-
mittee rooms of the Communists, The Communist election
helpers at the polling booths were all arrested and detained
for 24 hours.

Al this did not prevent the Communist Party.from ear- -

rying on a magnificent agitation before the election. Over
130,000 working people were mobilised under the Party flag.
The terror in Macedonia, Thrace and Thessaly collapsed as
a result of the resistance of the .masses. In these provinces the
Communist Party mobilised larger masses than any bourgeois
party. Also in Athens and Piraeus thousands of working
people took part in the big legal meetings -and in the illegal
street demonstrations. The working youth actively partici-
pated in; the election agitation; they put forward four of their
own. candidates. Many, quite rural districts, especially in
Thessaly, Mytilene, Macedonia and Thrace, took an active part
in, the fight. The agrarian’ party, whose programme is in-
distinguishable from that of Venizelos, was compelled to come
before. the peasants with a demagogic Communist mask and
declare: “When we seize power we will bring Communism”.
The final results of the elections are as follows: Liberal
party (Venizelos) 102 seats, formerly 218; Monarchist People’s
party (Saldaris) 96, formerly 16; Progressive party (Kafendari)
15. formerly 3; Communist Party 10, formerly none, and, 2
senator returned in Thessaly; the agrarian party 10; the
“peasants and workers” party (Papanastassiu) 6, formerly 18;
the national radical party 5 and the other parties 6. The
complete figures of the votes cast for each party are not yet
known, It is certain, however, that the Communist Party of
Greece, under conditions of frightful terror, has increased its
poll 2%-fold compared with the last election in August 1929.
It has thereby polled the highest vote in the history of the
Party and sent its representatives into Parliament and the
Senate;.a thing it was unable to do at the last election. But
the most characteristic feature of 'this election is that the
Communist Party has achieved the position of third or second,
and in some cases even first, party in nearly all the proletarian
districts which are of great importance in the political and
econmomic life of the country. Thus it has advanced to the
third party in the capital town of Athens with over 7000
votes and two seats, as third party in Salonica with over
7000 votes and three seats. It has won half of the total votes
of the Jewish nationality of Salonica and captured one of
the two Jewish seats. ]
Characteristic of the turn of the masses to Communism
is the collapse of the Republican party of Papanastassiu, which
was able to retains only six seats. In order to catch votes,
Papanastassiu recently changed the name of his party from
Republican Union to “workers and peasants party”. The
agrarian party suffered . a similar collapse. It had, on the

one. hand, actively supported all the measures of Venizelos
against the poor peasants, on the other hand, however, it came
before the varioug strata and categories of the peasants with
a number of mutually, contradictory programmes and demands.
But with all' this -demagogy it was unable to return more
than 10 candidates, of whom several have already announced
their allegiance to Tsaldaris and Kafandaris, so that it is
very questionable whether the party will be able to form
a Parliamentary fractiom. ‘ :

The rest of the Republican parties have suffered a sever
aefeat. Not even the Republican  leaders Kondylios and
Zavitsanos have been (elected. The leaders of the reformist
trade unions, who months ago founded a “socialist” party, ran
their candidates on the lists of the Papanastassiu party, the
agrarian. party, and in Salonica even on Venizelos” party. In
spite of this they did not obtain a single seat. '

‘Whilst in the proletarian and progressive districts of
North Greece .and Thessaly the Communist Party has become
the most important factor after the Venizelos party, in the
backward, mainly agrarian, districts of Peloponnes, Epirus,
Rumeli and-the islands, the monarchists received nearly all
the votes of the masses who are disappointed in Venizelos.

The big success of the Communist Party is to be ap-
preciated all the more as for two years it was torn by frac-
tionist struggles, and it was only a short time ago, with the
active support of the Communist International, that it
obtained a united leadership and was able to liquidate frac-
tionalism. The recent even more splendid election success of -
the Communist Party of Bulgaria shows, together with the
election success of the Greek party, the rapid turn of the
oppressed working population of the Balkans to Communism.

FASCISM _

The Fascist Offensive and the Anti-Fascist
" Action in Austria.
By Oester re icher (Vienna),

The grand rally of the Austrian Nazis, and therewith their
long announced and prepared “Autumn offensive”, is at an
end. The result is characterised not only by the bloody heads
which the Nazis received when encountering the determined
resistance of the Austrian workers. Of essential impertance is
the form which this resistance assumed.

The intention of the Nazis to bring Hitler to Vienna
aroused a storm of indignation among.the workers. The
slogans of the Anti-fascist Action were taken up more and
more by the masses. In all loealities anti-fascist committees
were founded, in which Communists, social democrats and non-
party workers sat together. The meetings held by the Antifa
were crowded. The great demonstration attended by 10,000 in
the Engelmann Sports arena on September 4, was an imposing
review in this first phase of the anti-fascist defence action.

This more than sufficed to convince the Nazis that the
Vienna workers would not allow Hitler to appear in Vienna
with impunity. The Nazis sounded a retreat. The Austrian
national socialist party Congress was abandoned. Hitler did
not come, i )

The Austrian workers did not rest content with repelling
this provocation. They opposed the Nazi bands with increasing
determination wherever they ventured to show themselves.
There followed the fights in Graz, Leoben, Hallein, Bruck and
in many other Austrian towns, where the fascists everywhere
came off second best. o

Under*these circumstances Goebbels’ meeting, which took
place on September 18 in the same Engelmann’s sport-arena
in which two weeks previously the anti-fascist action had
mobilised the masses for the fight against fascism, resulted
in a miserable fiasco. In a town in which in April, at the
municipal elections, the Nazis had polled 201,000 votes, they
only managed to bring a few hundred men to receive Goebbels
at the railway station,  scarcely 10,000 to the Goehbels’
demonstration and a further 1000 for a very superfluousparal-
lel meeting, and finally only 22 came to see their hero off at
the railway station in the evening.

However, the Vienna workers were also this time to the.
fore. : o
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.. In -the working eclass district of Hernals, in. which
Gobbels’ meeting took place, the anti-fascist action had sum-
moned the workers to a “red rally”, which summons the
workers followed in masses regardless of party. Groups of
provocative Nazis were beaten up and a display of the German
Gymnastic, association was broken up as it was regarded as a
piece of . Nazi. propaganda. On the same day, in the Leopold-
stadt distriet of Vienna, a group of Nazis were so severely
beaten up by social demoeratic workers that two of them had
to be conveyed to the hospital with considerable injuries.
" In ofder to make up for these setbacks the Nazis announced
a'great Vienna rally to take place at the end of September.
The Vienna Nazi leader Frauenfeld bofistingly declared that
the streets of the town would. be brown with the uniforms
of the whole of the national socialists of Vienna. ‘
* The anti-fascist action, under the leadership of the Com-
munist Party of Austria, replied to this by calling an Anti-
Fascist Week to coincide with the Nazi rally.

The social democratic party Central Committee issued a
manifesto in' which they stated that they could not forbid the
Nazis to go about the streets with brown shirts and the
swastica badge, but the Republican Defence Corps and the
members of the Socialist Jungfront, as also of the socialist
Youth, were called upon to wear uniforms and blue shirts
and the other comrades to wear the badge of the Iron Front
(three arrows), during the Nazi rally. In addition, a big mass
demonstration against the fascists was announced.

'This “mass demonstration” took the form of five meetmgs
in the courts .of the Vienna municipal dwellings, the main

lhternational Striké | Movem ent

The Strike Wave in Germany is . Still R1s1ng

object of which was to keep the workers off the streets pre-
cisely at the time for which the Nazis had announced their
provocations. If the social democratic leaders hoped by these
slogans to satisfy the workers and to hold them back ‘from

the fight against the fascists, they were disappointed. When.

the fascists attacked the workers with weapons;.they were
paid back in kind. It came to street fightings during which
shots were exchanged on both-sides.

. The police openly sided with the fascists. When some
hundreds of Nazis, out of revenge for a beating up they had
received, tried fo force their way into the “Frade Union House”
in Konigsegg-Gasse, in which a number of smaller trade
unions have their offices; they were ejected by some members
of the Republican Defence Corps. The police, who were then

called up, placed themselves of the disposal of the Nazis, and

fascists and police together.attacked the Trade Union House
with drawn revolvers and searched the premises for weapons.

In summing up the result of the Nazi rally we can say
that it ended with a complete failure for the fascists. Even the
christian socialist “Reichspost” states: “The intention of the
national socialists to give the town of Vienna the stamp of a
brown town has failed.” But not only that. This Nazi rally

was the baptism of fire of the Anti-Fascist action in Austria.

It has stood the test. And the attitude of the social democratic
party, which at first avoided any fight and then attempted
to seize the leadership in order to divert it into harmless
channels, has taught thousands of social democratic workers
to fight in the red united front with the Gommumst Workers
against fascism.

By B. Steinemann (Berlin).

On October: 1st .the trattie .‘worke-rs on the Hamburg
tramways and underground railway, the busmen and the
Alster Steamboatmen went on strike, The underground rail-
way management, which is under the control of the Finance
Committee of the Hamburg Senate, demanded direct wage
reductions as well as indirect redtuctwns by means of a
shortening of hours without wage compensations, The State
Arbitrator pronounced an award according to which wages
are to be reduced by 5 per cent from 1st of October. At the
same time the working hours were to be reduced from'48 to
44 hours a week, which meant a further wage reduction of
8.3 per cent. Thus wages were to he reduced by 13.3 per cent.

The social democratic trade union bureaucracy, who right
from the outset were in touch with the Senate, half of the
members of which are social democrats, were also right from
the beginning for the wage reduction by means of ‘a shor-

" tening of hours, and in addition also for the direct wage
reduction., The 1nd1gnat10n of the traffic workers, however,
against the wage cuts was greater than the trade .union
bureaucragy had imagined. The victories which have been
ach]eved in other enterprises. in Hamburg dand in Germany
in .general served further to encourage and radicalise the
haﬂw workers. The trade union bureaucracy did not venture,
in view of the mood of the workers, simply to decree. the
acceptance of the arbitration award. The vote on the strike

resulted, in round figures, in 4000 for and, only 200 votes .

against, Together” with the unorganised workers the number
of strikers amounts_to-6000. The most important .means of
communication in this town wrth a m11110n popu]atlon, are
completelv at.a standstill,

The strike w ave set-in two weeks ago in the smaller and
maddle enterprises: 'where: the employers commenced - their
attack in the:hope’ of meeting less resistance. The strikes in
the factories employing 60 workers: were followed by strikes,

in’-diterprises emploving 600 workers, as for. instance in.

the Yarn - factory -Berlin-Zehlendorf,: the firm of ‘Goéritz in

(Chetnitz, Alexander wotks.in. Remscheld, ‘And: a.few days’

ago over 2000 workers employed- by the- firm. of : Kempinsky,

restautrant. propuietes, oby. thredt. of a- strike, compelled the

firm to withdraw a wage cut.

On Ocober. 1, 3000 seamen and fishermen employed by
the steam trawler companies in the North Sea and the Baltic
went on strike under the leadership of the Red Trade Union
Opposition, At the same time the 6000 traffic workers in
Hamburg went on strike. The strike wave is beginning to
assume larger dimensions to spread to the bigger enterprises
and advance to a higher stage.

The Hamburg strike (although here; ag also-in the case of

the seamen, the wage reduction: was not uqdertaken on the

basis of the emergeney -order) emphasises the polltlcal aspect
of the strike movement. The ‘bourgeoisie and the Reichs
Government are following the strike movement with. growing
concern, The bourgeois - Berlin -“Zw6lf-Uhr Blatt” rightly
describeg- the situation when it writes: .
“It is feared that in the event of a strike-prohibition,
these partial strlkes could - degenerate into a general
strike movement. . . Forthig reason there is a-disinelina-

tion "in government cireles to ‘issue a: strike-prohibition:

- It is believed that before- “long it will be possuble with
the. support of-the trade uniomns, to -avert strikes.”

The “Berliner Borsenzmtung”, which ]S in close touch with
Papen government, writes:

“From  the recogmtlon of the political character of

the

these strikes as a combating of ‘the decree of the Relchsy

- Government, there follows the . pohtxcal conelusion: no
" government can permit its measures for an energetic and
definite "combating of the enormous unemployment, to

be sabotaged fér pohhca] reasons’ or for the purpose of

"elecmon ‘tacties.”

The ‘bourgeoisie cannot’ now allow the social devmocratle
party bureaucracy too much reom for election manoeuvres,
they demand of the trade union leaders that they . openly
combat strikes. It is in this: sense that the significant state-
ment of the “Kélnisehe Zeitung”, the organ of big industry,
is to be understood In jts issue of September -30 it Wr1tes

5

oammencement The government ‘programme requires the
aid and co-operation -of -all” who aim, to improve -our

e@onumic situation. At the.same time -criticism of minor,

- - Inecreased . attention to" the- “developments in - -the:
‘next iew days is necessary. This movement is still at -its

.




No. ‘44

International Press Correspondence

927

i details is permissible. The trade unions do not feel respon-
. sible for the government programme ... Perhaps a way
~ can be found to include them in this responsibility and co-
., ..operation . . . Should, however, the trade unions decline
such responsibility, then it is the task of the Government
.. to make the position clear regarding the carrying out of
" ‘their emergency decree. Then they will have definitely
to face up to the question of a strike prohibition which,
... it is said, had already been raised in the Cabinet.”
-« The trade union bureaucrats do not evens dream: of sabo-
taging the Papen programme and the emergency order. The
A.D.G.B: has now expressly stated (Abend-“Vorwirts” . of
September 27) that the strike movement against wage cuts is
not directed against the whole of Papen’s plan, and that it is
in favour of a wage reduction in the form of a reduction of
working hours . .to 40 without wage compensations. There are
alteady rumours ‘of conversations between the Government
and the representatives of the A.D.G.B. More important than
the rumours are the facts which express the increased sabotage
and combating of the strikes by the trade union bureaucracy.
We cite a few of these facts: In the Hamburg transport work-
ers” strike the Senate declared ‘that they would employ the
Technische Nothilfe (strike-breaking organisation) on a part
of the Underground railway. The trade union bureaucracy did
not reply to - this challenge with intensified struggle, but cal-
led ‘upon’ the workers to resume work on the part of the
railway - in question. ‘In 'Weissenfels, where the bootmakers’
strike ended with a'complete victory for the workers, with the
withdrawal of the wage reductions and the abandonment of
vietimisation, the trade union bureaucracy, in the agreement
" with' the “employers’ federation assented to a clause which
leaves it open to the employers to appeal to the Courts and
thus bring about a wage cut and a strike prohibition, The
trade. union bureaucracy, the social democratic chairman of
the factory council, together with the head of the Nazi
nucleus, throttled the strike in the Scherl printing works in
Berlin, The workers return to work under unheard-of condi-
tions, Negotiations will commence regarding wages after
resumption of work; there is to be no victimisation, but at
the same time the firm refuses to dismiss strike breakers. This
calling off of the strike at Scherl is a severe blow dealt by
the trade union bureaucracy to the strike movement. -
iWith the further development of the strike movement the
Redi Trade Union :Opposition is coming more and more to. the
front. The strike of the fishermen is under the leadership of
the red unity union. The strike of the Kohlsdort textile mill
_in Russdorf (Saxony), carried out umder the leadership of the
. Red textile workers’ union, resulted in a complete success.
The victorious strike in the Pannier shoe works:in Cleve,
Rhineland, as well as many other struggles, were under the
leadership of the Red Trade Union Opposition.

Strike of the Oil Workers in
Western Ukrainia.
By H. K. (Lemberg).

During the last few months the Western Ukraine has wit-
nessed a considerable rise of the revolutionary wave both in
town and country. After the big strike of the municipal work-
ers numbering 10,000 in Lemberg,, we have to record a fresh
big class battle fought by 15,000 oil workers against the oil

* capitalists. This strike, which lasted three weeks, means the
-raising of the class struggle in Western Ukrainia to a higher
tevel. : .

 The Big

.-~ The oil wells in West Ukrainia form the most important

industrial centre. Whilst in West Ukrainia the whole o0f the
timber, metal industry ete. -is almost dead owing to" the
economic crisis, the oceupation and colonial policy of the fas-
eist ‘government, the oil industry is still in a fairly good
position. This is to be understood when we remember the war
character of the oil industry and the importance of oil i
connection with the: preparations for the approaching im-
perialist war: : v ‘ .

. The past year was a year.of uninterrupted offensive by
the. oil barons against the oil workers. Between 1931 and
Spring of 1932, the real wages of the workers were reduced,
by direet and indirect means, by 25 per.cent.. In addition,
there were continual dismissals, murderous rationalisation and
short time. These 'are.the  further.most important, but. not

all the forms of the offensive of capital. Half of the oil work-
ers are unemployed. The exploitation of the workers still
employed is increased by means of rationalisation.

This offensive of capital was carried out with the aid of
the social-fascist trade union bureaucrats. It was they who,
by negotiating with the oil barons, fixed the new conditions
of work and pay, which mean for the workers a descent into
the abyss of misery. It was they who used every means in
order to hold back the workers from the fight. The capitalists, .
however, were not yet satisfied with the results of the attacks
hitherto. .

In the Summer the employers’ association terminated the
collective agreement concluded in the year 1922, At the same
time a 26 per cent wage cut and shortening of holidays was
announced, .

A ferment, however, commenced among the working
masses. The strike slogan went from mouth to mouth.

In the face of this ferment .the leaders of the P.P.S. and
of the central union of the mine workers (G.Z.G.) were
compelled to proclaim a strike. The fascist trade union (Z.Z.Z.)
also announced its entry into the strike,

The P.P.S, has once again shown its manoeuvring'

eapacity. Its aim was not to permit the strike to be called.

As soon, however, as it saw that the strike was inevitable,
it proclaimed a strike in order to place itself at the head,
to get the leadership into its hands and to throttle it. The
P.P.S. applied thig method not only in the strike of the oil
workers; i is a tactic which it has applied on a large scale
in the recent strike struggles, In addition, during the strike of
the oil workers, it made use of another trick which is
characteristic of the latest methods.of the P.P.S, In a number
of refineries in Drohobyez the P.P.S. sét up strike committees
as they knew how popular these are among the working
masses,

. On’ the 11th day of the strike negotiations commenced
with the employers in Lemberg, at which delegations comprising
an. overwhelming majority of soeial faseist and fascist
nominees took part. The lackeys of the employers soon found
a basis of understanding, of course at the cost of the workers,
A 10 per cent. wage cut—that is the result of the work af
the agents of the bourgeoisie,  This is all the capitalists
wanied-—they only announced a bigger wage cut in order to
facilitate the task of the social fascists. :

In the meantime, while negotiations were proceeding, the
ferment and the militant spirit of the masses increased still
more, At a meeting in Beryslav, attended by 4000 workers,
the P.P.S. speakers were shouted down, spat upon and then
driven out, The opposition speakers of the Red Trade Union
Opposition, on the other hand, were greeted with enthusiasm.
At this moment the meeting was dispersed by the police.
The same thing happened at a meeting in Drohobyez,

The course of the strike in the Polmin State undertaking,
hitherto a stronghold of the fascist union Z.Z.Z., was very
characteristic. In spite of the strike-breaking attempts of the
leaders of the Z.Z.Z., the workers went on strike and drove
away the strike-breakers. On the 18th day of the strike, 200
women gathered in front of the Polmin works and put the
strike-breakers to flight. When the police approached, the
women threw themselves in the way of the police autos. When
the P.P.S. attempted to break the solidarity and the united
front of all workers by concluding a special agreement with
the owners of the small and middle enterprises, the workers
in these entferprises answered with a further strike. In this
way ‘the perfidious trick of.the P.P.S.,, who thought they
could drive a wedge between the workers in the smaller and
middle enterprises and those in the larger énterprises, was
frustrated. .

The last days of the strike were characterised by increased
tenacity on the .part of the masses and incrased mistrust
towards the reformist leaders, This is expressed in the decision
adqpted on the motion of the opposition to intensify the
strike, in the enthusiastic reception received by the delegate
of the opposition, who left the negotiations in Lemberg when
he saw that they would cnly lead to a betrayal of the interests
of the workers. The representatives of the Opposition with-
drew from the strike committees and called upon the workers
to elect new militant committees. There existed no doubt
that the ‘leadership of the strike would pass from the hands
of the P.P.S. into the hands of the R.T.U.0. At this moment
the P.P.S, - concluded, the bargaining and announced the
10 per. cent, wage reduction as a victory, and called upon
the workers - to résume. ‘work. Among the workers there
prevailed great indignation. which- was expressed in the
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fact that a part of the workers refused for some days to
return to work. How great was this indignation was also
proved by the attitude of the fascist Z.Z.Z., who also
wished to make capital out of this affair. They announced
everywhere that they did not approve of the new agreement
as it meant a worsening of the position of the workers. At
the same time, however, they warned the workers against
continuing the strike as this was “harmful to the State”.

The Communist Party and the R.T.U.O. won great
popularity during the strike. The workers realise that only
the Communist Party and the R.T.U.O. can and will lead the
workers to fight and victory.

The strike of the o0il workers is a big blow against Polish
fascism and a step on the road to the decisive fight for power.

The American Farmers Strike Against
Starvation.
By A. G. Bosse (New York).

After the unemployed workers, the miners, and the war
veterans marches, come the farmers. They are marching and
picketing in a number of states in the middle west, long
known as the most prosperous agricultural region in the
world. The chronic farm crisis of the past dozen years, intensi-
fied Ly the general economic ecrisis, and the propaganda of
the Left wing United Farmers League and the Communist
Party, have at last resulted in a mass strike and %oycott of
the market. Its immediate purpose ig to bring higher prices
for grain, dairy products, livestock, ete. The farmers do not
ask much—merely that they receive prices equal to the cost
of production

During the spring the Iowa Farmers Union began dis-
cussing -a “farmers’ holiday”. That is the cautious way in
which they wish to indicate a withholding from the market

of products. 'Among workers it would correspond to a Ghandist

strike whereby the workers would stay at home, do no picket-
ing nor interfere with scabs and pray for viectory. Agita-
tion for this defeatist programme of the reactionary leaders
of the farmers’ worganisations continued throughout the sum-
mer, with signing of petitions, much talk, etc. It was based
upon a “bank holiday” which the banks had declared illdgally,
but with the permission of the authorities; they closed down,
preventing all withdrawals, anid even preventing those farm-
ers who still could pay taxes and interest from doing so. On
August 8 a 30-day holiday “strike” was declared, but its first
week was completely ineffective. During the second. week
militant mass picketing was begun:by the dairy farmers of
northwestern Iowa in an effort to keep their produects out of
Sioux City,'the chief c¢ity in that part of the state.

As to the economic background of the strike, these
farmers were getting $2.50 for a fattened hog into which they
had put more than twice that amount of feed alone. Many
got a statement that they owed money for freight, commission
ete. after “selling” the animal. The demands of the strike
were 92 cents a bushel for corn; on August 8 they were get-
ting 22 cents; 49 cents as against 11 for oats; 35 for eggs as
compared with 15 cents; 62 and 18 cents respectively per pound
of butter fat. Similarly with wheat, milk, barley, chickens,
etec. Even the reactionary N. Y. Times correspondent from
that section of the country, R, M. Jones, had to admit that
they were trying to repay withi 20 cent corn and 4 cent hogs
money borrowed on an income standard of 60 cent corn and
10 cent hogs; that it is under such conditions that “the
pinch comes”, )

The rank and file of the farmers, under militant influence
in many sections, set: out to make their strike effective by
simply stopping produce from entering the cities. Armed with
guns, clubs and rocks, stretehing log-chains across the road,
puncturing tires  with pitchforks, tearing out the ignition
systems, cracking automobile windshields, turning their cars
sideways to block the road, they either forced trucks to turn
back or dumped their contents into the road. Where deputy
sheriffs and armed thugs tried to convoy scab trucks through
picket lines, there were clashes, and as often as not the scab
guards were sent to the hospital.

In Sipux City on Aug. 17 some 500 farmers stoned the
‘stockyards, battling the police and special deputies and dis-
persing only after a sharp fight. By the 19th receipts of live-
‘stock in that city were cut to half, and along two roads the

. number of trucks with produce dropped from 200 to 2 in 24
hours. At Emerson, Nebraska pickets stopped freight cars,

releasing the animals. In Sioux City they stopped two milk
trains, but on the advice of their leaders let them continue.
The federal authorities threatened prosecution, charging inter-
ference with interstate commerce and violation of the “anti-
trust” laws. X

Sixty special deputies c¢lubbed and arrested 24 pickets
near Sioux City but later 500 farmers ambushed the deputies,
stoning them and injuring a number. In Cherokee County
deputized thugs gassed and shot 14 pickets. On another oc-
casion 50 deputies attacked 300 pickets and 11 of the former
were sent to the hospital. A number of times farmers number-
ing as many as 1,000 forced the release of jailed pickets by
threatening to storm the prison. Demonstrations were held in
which 10,000 and 15,000 farmers participated. Jones, in an
article in the N. Y. Times on September 18, admitted,

“If the farmers’ strike is to continue it will not be by

lawful woluntary co-operation’, but by a resumption of

picketing . . . Picketing, however, is fruitless save where
it is carried out to the extent of a market blockade by
force or the threat of force”.

The leaders of the strike thought otherwise, however.
Milo Reno, national leader of the holiday movement, ordered
a 9-day truce at the end of August, but militant picketing
continued in Iowa, Nebraska and South Dakota. On Sept. 7,
over 500 pickets repulsed 100 deputies frying to escort 22
trucks and turned the trucks back. Yet a few hours later the
leaders of the holiday movement declared a truce on all roads
except the one where the encounter occurred, where the
farmers refused to abandon the strike.

The capitalist press tried from the beginning to call the
strike a failure. The Times (Sept. 4) said that only the idle
and irresponsible were attracted to the strike, but admitted
that it had the “considerable following of the tenantry and of
farm labourers” and that “there is a vast degree of discontent
throughout the Corn Belt”. An editorial two days earlier con-
tained the following comforting programmie,

“Like the unemployed in the cities the underpaid and
hard-working farmer must await the swing of economic
laws and the orderly etforts being made by the govern-
ment and private citizens to spread and increase the
purchasing power of the people. Force caw only delay
recovery.”

Large masses of farmers are becoming wise enough to
realise that if they do the exact opposite of what such papers
counsel they will be on the right track. Interesting to note
is the faet that in the news columns of this paper on the
very same date (Sept. 2) appeared a statement to the effect -
that at the strike centre, Sioux City, “the blockade continued
to be 100 % effective, all highways leading from Iowa,
Nebraska and South Dakota being blockaded against all farm
products except milk.”

A trick of the authorities and reactionary farm leaders
was to call a conference of 9 governors of midwest states and
their representatives. It was intended to cripple the. strike
by a fake truce. They met early in September, listened only
to local businessmen, real estate owners, bankers, etc. and
ended with a series of recommendations to Congress which
were the usual sort of hokum: tariff reform, sound currency
expansion, orderly marketing, a national credit system, and
other sonorous phrases, The pressure of the striking masses
forced them to include also a request for a year’s moratorium
on foreclosures and evictions and on repayment of govern-
ment seed and feed loans. These, however, will remain on
paper except insofar as mass action forces their realisation.
Mr. Jones of the N. Y. Times, reporting on the conference,
had to state that the holiday leaders “received plenty of
sympathy” from the governors, “but little else except rather
carefully guarded endorsement of the objects of the strike,
but not the method.” The reason for the endorsement, he
admitted, was “the impending elections.”

With the failure of the governors’ conference to end the
strike and an increasingly militant attitude on the part of
the farmers, the “holiday association” officials, national and
state, are becoming active again to castrate the movement.
On Sept. 20 these misleaders announced that 2 million farmers
in 11 midwest states would ‘be asked to strike the next day.
They characterised the non-selling campaign whick began
Aug. 8 as “the biggest success in agricultural history” and
urged its extension—but peacefully, by methods of “persuas-
ion”, with no picketing or blockading of highways. At
Worthington, Minnesota, where militant picketing completely
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. closed 9 roads to cattle shipments, the holiday leaders deman-
ded that the picketers leave the highways.

A special correspondent- of the Times, L. Stark, said the
farmers were disillusioned with the Repubhcan and Demo-
cratic Parties and favoured direct action and organisation:
“The word ‘revolution’ fell from the lips of an elderly farmer
with two sons .. . with the argument that nothing could be
worse than present conditions.” Stark wrote that cash was

- g0 scarce that many "farmers had not seen it for months.
Labourers were working without wages, from 5 a. m. to 9 p. m.
Schools were unlikely-to open. He even quoted the Mayor of
Sioux City as saying that thousands would default taxes this
year: ‘““the farmers can no longer support themselves and
their families on an Ameriean standard of living, much less
pay taxes and interest, to say nothing of debts.’”

This strike is teachmrr many farmers  solidarity with
labour . for the first time. The Des Moines Unemployed
Council declared its readiness to aid the strikers. The Central
Bluffs Central Labour Council voted full sympathy and
support, and a number of union members who had been sworn
ag sheriff’s deputies resigned. The farmers distributed

thousands of gallons of milk free %o the unemployed ecity"

workers, rather than sell it at the prices they were getting.
Many times the only milk that went through the picket lines
wag for babieg and  the unemployed. Stark says of -this,
“Among indigent families it was sald that this was the first
milk they had had in six months.”

The Left Wing United Farmers League in a leaflet to the
farmers denounced the freasonable 1eaders of the holiday
movement and exposed the role of finance capital as played
through the two old parties and the Socialists with their
fake programmes of “aid”. ‘After setting forth the programme
‘of the League they urged support of the C.P. candidates in
the coming presidential elections. Its programme for the
strikers and the rest of the poor and middle farmers is as
follows: Organise mass picketing to win their .demands. Hold
townshlp meetings to discuss the demands not only for higher
- prices, but also for a tax strike, against attempts to sell
farms for unpaid taxes, for a moratorium on mortgage dnd
interest payments, for emergency relief, ete. The township

mittees of action to be elected were in turn to send
deiggates to the county and state committees. These com-
mittees were urged to send delegates to the Farmers National
Relief Conference to be held in Washington early in De-
cember, upon the opening of Congress, The purpose of the
latter ig to spread. the strike movement throughout the
country and broaden its objectives. It will meet there -at
the same time as the unemployed marchers, and will greet
Wall Street’s representatives in that august parliament as
a ‘“smichka” of militant American peasants and workers.
Following the almost complete neglect of work among the
farm masses by the C.P.U.S.A. this movement promises to
awaken the leadership and membership to the great impor-
tance of agrarian work, just as it took the veterans’ march
" and ‘massacre to bring home the vital necessity of that branch
of Work in this period of impending war.

,The Struggle of the Fur Workers in the ,

By James Lerner (New York).

» The furworkers of New York have recently gone through
struggles which have left the International Fur Workers Union

affiliated to the American Federation of Labour bankrupt. They .

have built up a strong revolutiomary union, The history of the
struggles in this section of the American needle trades industry
offers important lessons to the revolutionary labour movement.
Last summer the worsened conditions plus the beginning of
the correct application of the united front tactic, the unioa
decision to send its members and sympathisers into the ranks
of the workers in the reactionary unions, pushed the first
wedge into the latter outfit. Strikes were oalle»d and led by the
revolutlon\ary unions. A great number were settled Wlth wage
increases ‘won.
<. All during the past year the Needle Trades. Workers In-
dustrial Union has carried on its fight for a united front of
all workers. This forced a conference with leaders of both
unions present, The hall was packed to the street with several
thousand fur workers. Our comrades put forward the demand
for the wunited front based on an immediate struggle in- the
shops for better conditions. The struggle to be led not by union

leaders, but by a comml’ctee of rank and.file workers, elected
in shops controlled by both unions. The social-fascist leaders
lauwghed at this and left the conference. Throughout the fur
market the word spread that only the left-wing was for peace |
in the ranks of the workers. The renegades from the Commu-
nist movement, the Lovestoneites, sided with the A.F. of L.
They together with the soeialists branded the slogan of a united.
front f10|m below as. 8 Communist trick,

The Tevolt was spreading fast. Dues payments to the right
wing union dwindléd to practically nothing. The leader of the
union, drawing no more fat checks because of this, resigned.
A few months later he committed suicide. There were o more
plums to be picked.

The Socialist Party and the A, F. of L. called a conference
to plan methods of attack. Workers came and drove. out the
confereus

This summer the do:g skin. workers struck There were only
20 shops with 600 workers in the Whole line. Four of these were
partly controlled by the left-wing union. Fourteen shops were -
called out. After a five week SrtI‘lke four hundred workers won
the following:

1. A 40 hour week. 2. 28% wage increase for some workers,
20% for others. 3. Play for legal holidays including May 1st.
4. Three percent of weekly pay roll to be given by boss to. .an
unemployed fund to be controlled by a committee of workers.
(These were the first workers in the Umterd States to win such
a demand.)

The strike spread to other seetions of the fur trade, Build-
ing after building, block after block with dozens of shops were
panralyzed. The union was surprised by the mass response. So
were the officials of. the A. F. of .. and the “socialists”. De-
portation agents were sent for. Gang\sters began to pour into
the strikes area.

It started with @ demand for wage increases in one line.
It ended with union conditions and the smashing of the rlght
wing in a great part of the trade.

There were no scabs to be seen. In spite of the huge un-
employmnent in this “luxury” trade the unem\ployeld were not
in the shops but on the picket lines.

Negotiations- started. For .the first tlme in the short
history of the revolutionary union in. America a whole group
of manufacturers had been forced to beg for peace. By August
25, 4,000 workers had won. Two thousand were still out. As
shop after shop went back to work the Socialist Partv press
barked that the settlements were nmot showing gains for the
workers. The union replied by publishing in the revolutionary
press the names and addresses of several hundred shops where
wage increases raging from 2 to 15 dollars had been won.

The contract signed with the bosses’ association called for:
Time and a half for overtime, taking in of 1 unemployed work-
er in every shop, no diserimination against“Negroes, a forty
hour week, equal pay for equal work for women workers,
thirty dlays after settlement of strike a conference to be helrd
to establish unemployment insurance fund.

The strike was carried on by the rank and file of both
unions. When there was no money to pay strike expenses, the
strikers peddled ice cream. Gangsters were driven from the
market by mass action as soon as.they appeared. The rank

and file were in the various committees, and held leading posi-

tions in these. It is interesting to observe that at the meeting
where the contract was discussed by the workers a member of
the Socialist Party, who was a former member of the Joint
Board, exchalmed amidst great applause “The fur workers have
won a union.

At the same meeting a handful of renegade Lovestoneites
attempted to fight ageinst the settlement and throw turmoil
into the ranks. The workers hurriedly gave them the proper
answer, They were scorned as partnerns of the reformist
traitors. )

Now the struggle must be fought to a finish with the
bigger of the bosses’ assoeiations. Already about 450 members
of the latter have been forced to settle.

The application of the line of the R.IL.U. has brought
healthy fru1ts to the American labour movement.

- *

" An example of what the furriers had to contend with while
in the A. F. of L. union is seen in the recent “strike” carried
through by the International LaJdles Garment Workers Union
for the cloakmakers.

Here foo a pogrom had been made on the left-wing. A
whole series of Take two and three, days “stoppages”, whose
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purpose it was to fool the workers into believing that their
union was fighting for them and to collect dues, had been car-
ried through in recent years, This year the union wanted
to try a litlle variation on the theme. The plan was to have
the bosses declare a lock-out which was to be answered with.a
“strike”. In this way thousands would be held in the net of
reformist treachery a little longer. But the opposition stepped
in and smashed the plans with an extensive expose. At a
meeting called by the fakers workers denounced the scheme in
spite of the police and thugs present. And when several were
beaten up and many forcibly thrown out of the hall thousands
followed them out.

- The usual stoppage was called. The bosses and the union
officials tried hard to mask it ‘as a genuine strike. After a
short period during which the Needle Trades Industrial car-
ried on a struggle for better condatmwnsa an, agreement was
signed.

The cloak-makers went back to Work with a:

1. Wage cut.

2. Legalization of abohtlon of 40 hour week. (Although
previously the 40 hour wéek was supposed to be in existence,
the workers had to put in as many hours as the boss wanted.)

3. Production of standards. (The union had stated that it
would f-ig-ht against “scientific management of production”
which is a glorified system of rationalization and wage cuts.
In order 4o blind the eyes of the workers, the new name was
adopted)

As in the fur trade this latest sell- out adds more munition
to the arsenal of the revolutionary union. Combined with the
correct united front strategy the revolt started in one branch
of the needle industry is Wound to spreatt throughout.

THE WHITE TERROR

Save the Lives of the Scottsboro Negro Boys!

On October 10th the Supreme Court of the U.S.A, will take
up the appeal on the case of the Scotisboro Negro Boys.

October 10th has been proclaimed Internatlonal Scottsboro
Day by the LR.A.

These Negro boys are the victims of one of the most
atrocious frame-ups in the sordid lynch history for which the
white ruling class of AIT]CI‘ICa are notorious. They symbolise
the deep unrest that'is beginning to stir the Negro masses,
especially in the Black Belt of the South. Bv legally mur(‘erlng
them the white ruling class aims so to terrorize the toiling
Negro masses that they will be afraid to resist oppresswn

Black and white tenant farmers are uniting in struggle
against the white landlords who rack-rent and rob both
groups alike., Black and white toilers in the mines of Penn-
sylvania and Kentucky stand shoulder to shoulder in bitter
strike struggles. The judicial murder of the Scottsboro Negro
boys is designed to break the unity in struggle between the
black and white workers. -

The American Supreme Court of class justice is a part of
the ruling white landlord and industrial class. Its decisions
are made in the interests of the class of which it is a part.
We cannot forget the legal assassination of Saceo and Van-
zetti. ‘Mooney and Billings remain in prison when the whole
world knows they are innocent of the “crime” with which they
are charged. Paul and Gertrude Ruegg are serving prison
sentences for life because they led the fight against the robber

imperialists in China. The Meerut labour leaders have been

found guilty because they organised and led the fight against
British imperialism and the Indian bourgeoisie.

Comrades! Toilers! It cannot be too strongly emphasised
that mass pressure has already forced four postponements in
the execution of the Scottshoro boys, it was mass pressure that
compelled the Supreme Court  of the USA to consent to
review the case.

Now, on October 10th, the Supreme Court in Washington
‘must hear the thunder of your protests. Join the demon-
strations! Picket American embassies and consulates! Send a
stream. of protest resolutions to the Supreme Court of the
U.S.A. voicing your indignation and horror and demanding
the immediate release of the Scottsboro boys!

Save the Lives of the Scottsboro Negro Boys!

Executive Committee of the International Red Ald.
Negro Dept. of the R.ILL.U.

Ada Wright Issues Scottsboro Appeal to all
Social-Democratic Workers.

I want to appeal to all social-democratic workers to join
in the protest against the Scottsboro judieial lynching to the
United States Supreme Court at Washington that will hear
our appeal on October Tenth.

‘The Internationa] Red Aid, that is leadmg the fight to
save our children from the electrlc chair in Alabama, calls
for all-day picketing of United States’ embassies and con-
sulates everywhere. It calls for the setting up of Workers’
Juries everywhere to sit s1mu1taneously with the highest court
of the American hoss elass to give the workers’ declslon about
the verdict to burn. ahve our children.

In hundreds of meetmgs and demonstratlons, durmg the
five months of the Scottsboro Tour of sixteen European
countries, I am sure there have been tens of thousands of
social-democratic workers participating. I have met .many of

- these personally, received their assurances that they were in

this struggle until the children were freed and restored te
their parents.

In Germany hosts of social-democratic Workers assured me
they were bitterly opposed to the policies urged by their leaders
that resulted in some of our meetings being prohibited, others
broken up by the police, and where,many meetings were per-
mitted, in my being refused permission to speak.

You, social-democratic workers know, many of you, that
while your leaders have been party to the mobilization of the
police against our meetings (Austria, Switzerland and other
countries), that you, yourselves, have come- to the meetmgs
and voted for the resolutions of protest and many -of yolt
joined the Internatlonal Red Aid.

You agree with me that mass protest is necessary to force .
favourable action for our boys from the American boss class.
I am criticized by your leaders, the. Vanderveldes and Blums;
when I go among the masses, and when I am arrested in
Belgium, in Czechoslovakia, in Bulgaria, the leaders of .your -
social-democratic party and your socnal democratle press made
no protest. But you protest. :

Your socml-democratlc»1e‘adefs in the ,Scandinav‘ianbco'u-n-
tries refused me the right to speak over the government radio
that they controlled. You Jomed in the protest agalnst thls
denial. .

You protesfed agajnst the denial for three sweeks, of a
visa by the British government headed by the social- demo-
crat premier J. Ramsay MacDonald. You helped secure for me
the right to come to England, if only for ten days. ~

I am sure that this is also true of many countries I have
been unable to reach. The social-democratic ‘newspaper in
Budapest, Hungary, said, I was carrying on an “extreme left
propaganda”. If fmhtlng for the hves of my two sons and
the other Scottsboro boys is an “éxtreme left propagands”,
then I am sure that all honest social-democratic workers are
in favour of it. .

I learned first to understand this attack of the social-
democratic leaders, in the alliance of the Socialist Party
leadership in the United States with the National- Association -
for the Advancement of Coloured People agamst our mass
campaign,

The Scottshoro Campalgn is broad ‘enough to enhst all
right-thinking workers. Many millions .of you, I know, vote
social-democratic on election day, but on October Tenth; Scotts-
boro Day, I appeal to you ‘to join mlhtantly, effectwely in the
struggle against the electric chair in the United States.thst
took the lives of Sacco and Vanzetti in 1927 as you alI know

. Support the October Tenth Scottshoro Actmn of the Inter-
natlonal Red Aid i in all your cltles, 17n all your countnes' )

Help free the Scottsboro Negro Chlldren and thus win a
tremendous, historic victory, not only for my race but for our
class—the working class.

Signed: Ada Wright, Mother of Roy and Andy, two of the
Scottshoro Negro children,

Vienna, Austria, Sept. 26, 1932.c 0 or o o L fi‘g
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Dollar Diplomacy in the Balkans and the
‘Scottsboro Campaign.
e ~ By J. Louis Engdahl

A.meucdn dollar diplomacy sent a servile editor. from the
“Altoona Times” in Penusylvania, the state of steel, coal, war
munltlons and transport, to be its ambassador to Bulgarla
And in the capital, Sofia, the biggest electric ' sign is
that of the Singer Sewing Machine Companv in’ the letters
of the Slavic alphabet. And there is “Rockefeller Insti-
tute” trying to tell an 1mp0verlshed peasan‘rry how to till
the soil scientifically. .

‘Anierican labour sent a Neglo Mother trom (/hattanoo 3,
Tennessee, as its ambassador to the Balkans to raise the
“Scottsbm-o” issue " of: Negro and . workers’ rights; not the
plea of the.dollar for. greater profits, the task of the, “Alboona

© Times” editor.

The Scottshoro ' Negro. Mother comes from “The South”,
“where the crushing poverty makes - almost impossible the
senjoyment of .the Singer sewing machine luxury. But. the
‘great electue signs of high pressure salesmanship are there
as well as in Bulgaria. Ten thousand Bulgarian worker and
+peasant dead, during the last.ten: years, shot down, beaten to
death, bumed alive, burned alive, hanged upon the gallows
ceaselessly busy, in order. that the Zankoffs might rule and
the Singer Sewing Machine electric sign continue to sparkle
.over Bulgaria. Here every workers’ effort . is illegal,—the
Communigt . Party, . the: Young Communist League, the Red
Trade Unions, the:International Red Aid, the. Workers’ Inter-
natlonal Relief; nevvspapers magazinés, pamphlets, leaflets.
It is 4 five “year prison sentence even to be caught with a
opy-of the International Press Correspondence; The strang-
lmg effort of " capital pumshment. imprisonment even until
"denth, police ‘torture until life itself gives way, censorship

all of its most vieious ferms, all seek to blot oﬂ%t the
ughts and the effor’rs of the masses for ‘a better day.

= But it was exaotly in thls land where the Scottsboro
Negro Mother- found -one of the best functioning Seottshore
-Commiittees, 'ready ‘and -eager to give her every  possible
" assistance. They came—men,: women, children-=to the railroad
sstation upon her arrival and: showered with red flowers and
the greetings of the workers and peasants. On.the. reception
committee one--could . show the horrible scars of  red hot
“needles driven through' the fnngers under the nails as the
“Bulgarian- “third- degree’™ method of forclng ‘the confession
“the Bulgarlan fascist~ state -desiréd. - Unsuccessful it had
hurled its victim into prison for three years; not a worker
~or peasant,—but .a writer. Another could show  the wound of
-the’ gendarme’s bullet that had.pierced: his- shoulder.: These
‘were ‘the living. Hatred for the Bulgarian murder regime.
Burning: hatred for ‘thejudicial lynch murder system -that
:seeks to burn alive in the electric chair the Scottsboro. Negro
chlldren in Alabama, almost on the other side -of the world.

" Meetifigs had-been propo.sed in a dozen cities from the
Black Sea to the River Danube, from the Greek to the. Yugo-
_slavian  borders. But these were prohibited by the fasecist
~terror; first by the police of Sofia, then by the minister of
:the interior for all of Bulgaria. ;

" The interior minister, rGulrgonoff was foreed to hsten to
‘the demands of the Scottsboro Mother that she be allowed to
speak in Bulgarla But it wag like trying to speak to the
-lyneh mob in Scottsboro-on the day of the trial, April 6, 1931,
-when- ten thousand demanded that their eager appetlte@ for
’rhe blood of the Negm chlld‘ren be satiated.

To be sure, the 1nter10r minister, in the best chosen Words
"protested his humanitarian instincts were aroused by such an
unrigliteous verdiet.. But. he had. complete. faith in the courts
of the United States. Bulgaria could not interfere. It was too
“weak. It must not touch such forelgn questions,~—with an eye
“to the “Singer” electric’ sign on. tahe roof. of Sofia’s tallest
building—, arnd actually declaring, in his own words,
Amerxcan government wouldnt like. it”.

‘ " So the gendarmes on horseback, with loaded uﬂes were
“pested before the Ameriéan em'bassy.and around the meetxng
“hall where the-Scottshoro Mother was to have-‘made her ap-
“peal, In-spite of prohlbl’mom the 'blllboards -and walls of the
tow'n;: “the klOSka on the ‘boulévards had been placarded at

~under police escort,

“The. .

night with a huge poster that the Negro Mother would speak.
Tens of thousands of leaflets were distributed. Many came to

“the ‘meetirig hall ‘and” wére driven off. The thmng converges

in a street nearby and a speaker—a candidate in the munici-
pal. elections then in progress, is raised in the midst of the
multitude. For fully ten minutes he speaks before the gen-
darmes with horses’ hootfs, spurred boots, rubber clubs, sabres,
rifles and every other accoutrement of war manage to break
up the gathering “with its bloody beatings and the arrest of
the spedkel The throng is forced in the direction. of the
Zankoff Club, the bloody Zankoff of the days of 1923 and
1925, when. nnhtant workers and peasantg ‘were hunted like
beasts and slaughtered - by the thousands. “Down Wllth the
Murderers!? was the slogan raised by the workers, “Down
with the Zankoff Murderers!” and as the gendarmes attacked
again, aided by fascists, and the workers began singing “The
Internationale”, the American ambassador, the “Altoona Times”
editor, cowering in" his own embassy behind the guatrd of
Bulgarian gendarmes, could well feel that “murderers” ap-
plied as well to his own “lynch law” regime. Another effort
was made to start another meeting in another street but it
tailed to hold against the.police attack. Under these conditions
it was impossible 101 the Negro Mother ‘to be heard.

She was arrested the next day and expelled fm«m the -
country. The -arrest took place at a gathering with workers’
children in "a "public park, called “The Kinxg’S' Garden”. As
the Negro Mother arrvived in the park, the children, shoulder

‘to shoulder, raised their little fists and gave the “Red Front!”

salute in  German,  then singing “The Internationale”  in

-Bulgarian. Then the.gendarmes, on horse and afoot, seemed

to come from all directions. They took the Negro Mother-away
The children tried to follow but .were
driven off as they hurled bhack-their cries of “Shame!} Shame!”

“And in the evening they came in great numbers, in splte of
the gendarmen@ to the railroad statiom.. .

While the Seottshoro Mother herself -was denied the right
to speak, and.-only *uttered the few words ‘to the children,
nevertheless, she got her me@sage to the ‘whole nation through
its own bourgeois press. Her “Scottsboro” story crowded ‘the

‘publicity over the visit of .a British naval squadlon to the

Black Sea ‘port oft Vdrna not far’ hom Soviet Odessa, another
move in ‘the war. prepalatm.ns In"'general; the press publicity;
in ‘articles and pictures, was sympathetm and did not at a]l

“even after the fashion. of the soeial-democratic “Népszava™

Hungary, follow the lead given by the interrior mmls'tez,
Guirgonoff, that the \Scottsxboro Mother wag merely a “Com-
mﬂnlst propagamdlst” :

“You know”, the 1nter101 minister had declaled “the

Communists always take up these humanitarian questmns,

I know absolutely that the International Jurldmal Association
that is supporting the Scottsboro Campaign is a Moscow
organisation. And you know, what we thlnk of Commums\‘s
here in Bulgama and what we do to them”. :

No doubt, this was intended: as a threat clvstalhzed out

" of his fear and servility before Washington, and his fear and

hatred of Moscow.

The Seottsboro ’\Jo’rher had also put her case before the
head of the Bulgarian Woman’s Federation. But there was
no desire here to protest ‘against the «overnments dems‘lon
or make an effort to change. )

"There was hope, however, in the greeting of the militant
mother of the murdered secretary of the Bulgarian Communist
Party, herself sent to prison for three years meérely for
showing the picture of her dead son. . .

“And in the “Red Front!” salute of the Bulgauan children
at the railroad station, who kept. their little fists raised until
theé *train dlsappeared on its journey to the horder ‘with the
Scottsboro- Motheér in pohce custody. But she had managed
to send back: her reply, “Keep up' the Fight!” And there is
no doubt thdt they will—in Bulgarla

Thus the struggle sharpens against the United States
Supreme Court.that listens to the appeal—on October Tenth—

“against the judicial lynch verdict of the Scottsboro courts,

The International Red Aid, supported by the many. tens. of
millions in all countries, demands the overturn of the electric
chair death veldlcts of the Scott.r horo and 1h9 A]abama 1ynch

seourts,
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The White Terror in Japan.

An Appeal of the C‘ential Committee of the Communist Party
! : of Japan.

The “Humanité” of September 29, publishes the following
two documents: '

“Dear Marcel Cachin,

I have received from Japan the following appeal from the
Communist Party of Japan, which has appeared in the illegal
Communist organ. The possibilities of saving the unfortunate
victims are exceedingly - remote. But their comrades are
addressing a stirring appeal to the whole of humanity in order
to cause it ‘join in its ery of indignation.. I am .convinced
that “Humanité” will publish this appeal in its columns.

Romain Rolland.*

“Appeal to the International Proletariat!

Comrades, workers, peasants, employees, proletarians of
the whole world! On July 5, the Public Prosecutor demanded
before the Supreme Court of the Mikado (which is only a
puppet in the hands of the military fascists) exceedingly
severe sentences for 191 of our comrades: death sentences,
life-long imprisonment and prison sentences. In all, our com-
rades are to be sentenced to 1000 years imprisonment!

These 191 prisoners are only a portion of the vietims of
white terror in Japan. Since the mass arrests which began
in 1928 (mass arrests of Communist functionaries on March 15,
1928, mass arrests on April 16, 1929), ten thousands of Com-
munists have been thrown into prison. These 191 comrades
are the advance-guard of Communism in Japan. They have
courageously fought against the bourgeois government and
-defended the cause of the workers, peasants and employees of
Japan. They have led the toiling masses on to the path of
establishing a .new government, a Soviet Government.

" Among them are comrades who have participated in the
organising of the C.P. of Japan, who are among the founders
.of the Communist Party. The Supreme Court of the Mikado
tried them under the imperialist terror-law. Twenty of the
imprisoned comrades have already died as a result of the
bestial tortures and the bad food, after having been in prison

‘for several years, whilst the court proceedings had not yet.

started. Six of the comrades have been driven insane. Others
again have become seriously ill as a result of the terrible
tortures.

In spite of everything, our comrades have fought with
unbroken gourage before the Supreme Court. They have
‘behaved as real Communists. Their admirable fight has
awakened the class consciousness of the exploited workers,
peasants and employees, but it has also provoked the hatred
.of the imperialist government. -

The sacrosanctity of the two-thousand year old monatrchy
is mnothing else but a screen masking the suppression and
exploitation of all Japanese proletarians and the persecution
of their party. :

" For years all meetings and demonstrations of “the Woﬁkii’n‘g

class have been attacked or forbidden. Nevertheless the
"workers and the toiling peasants have sent hundreds of letters
“to the government protesting = against the savage measures of
‘oppression and have organised demonstrations for the release
of the proletarian prisoners. Thus on July 19, a great de-
monstration took place in Tokyo, which was at once forbidden,
nevertheless the toilers rallied again and again to new de-
monstrations. - . : ‘ ‘
Comrades, in your countries also terror and oppression is
.raging against the revolutionary workers. With us, in the
Far East, in China, Korea und also Formosa, you ¢an witness
lynching scenes in broad daylight, where revolutionary work-

-ers and peasants are thurdered without any court proceedings..

But we shall go over to counter-action if we are supported
by a great people’s movement in the whole world, by the
protest of the international proletariat. against the imprison-
ment .of our comrades, for the release of our 191 comrades.
Ther_efore we appeal to you proletarians of the whole world
- to give us your powerful aid in our struggle for the release
of the victims of Japanese imperialism. ‘

We demand the release of the 191 Japanese Communists, .

several of whom are sentenced to death and the others are

:shed: the. full text of the declaration. - .

sentenced. to-a total -of thousand years of hard labour .and
imprisoriment. )

We raise our' protest against the white terror!

We declare before the whole world, that we are defending
the Soviet revolution in China, that we are opposing with
all our might the Japanese colonisation of Manchurial!

We demgnd. the immediate withdrawal of the Japanese

‘land. and sea forces from Chinal

We declare that we are deadly enemies of the imperialist
warl - : : : :
20th July 1932.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Japan.”

‘The Chinese Soviet Government Demand

the Release of Paul and Gertrud Ruegg.

A declaration sent out by wireless by the
Chinese. Soviet Government from the Soviet capital
town of Suiking in the Central Soviet District of
Kiangsi¥).

The Provisional Central- Government of* the Soviet
Republic of China addresses the following declaration to the
broad public, to the peoples of the whole world: for five years
the Nanking Kuomintang Government have been ruling in
China. Their policy has constantly aimed at crushing the
revolutionary movement be means of the most brutal weapons
of the white terror. They have always sold and betrayed the

national indépendence of China to the foreign imperialists.
The Nanking Government, true to the wishes of the imperial-

ists, signed the armistice with the Japanese imperialists and
surrendered Shanghai to them in order to be able to make a
fresto attack on the Soviet districts, on the Soviet districts
which have succeeded in entirely freeing themselves’
from the yoke of imperialism. The Nanking Government
compelled the heroic soldiers of the 19th and 4th armies in
Shanghai ‘to abandon their resistance to the Japanese and.
10 turn their weapons against the Red Army, in onrder- to
prevent the Red Army and also the Soviet Government
from developing the revolutionary fight throughout the whole
country against Japanese imperialism.

In the Ruegg trial also the Nanking Government com-

-plied with the demands of the imperialists, They worked

hand.in hand with the Shanghai police in order to arrest the
best friends of the Chinese revolution. )
" The - Provisional Central 'Government of the .Soviet Re-

public of China solemnly declare that they will always de-

fend these two friends of the Chinese revolution. They will
exert all their forces on their behalf, together with the mo-

-vement for the release of the Rueggs, which has spread over

the whole world, The Sotiet Government dare :ready, in re-
turn for the release of the Rueggs, to grant the release of
all missionaries arrested by the local Soviets. These arrested
missionaries, the advance-guard of the imperialists in-the
subjugation of China, succeeded by lies and fraud in ex-

‘ploiting the Chinese population. They played the role of

military spies of the imperialists; they rendered them active
assistance, in combating the Chinese :Red Army. The Soviet
Government have sufficient reasons for arresting and puni-
shing these reactionary elements.

The Soviet Government call upon the working masses
of the whole world to oppose the white terror of the Nanking
Government and t6 demand the release of Paul and Gertrud
Ruegg. In order to give effective emphasis to these demands
of the working masses of the whole world, the Soviet
Qovernment: request the Ruegg International Defence Comi-
mittee to enter into negotiations with the Nanking Govern-
ment, and submit as a condition for the release of the
of Paul and Gertrud Ruegg..

*) This declaration, which was sent out by the Chinese
Government by wireless telegrai, was received in Shanghai
on July 19, The bourgeois press maintained complete silence

missionaries arrested by. the Soviet Government the release

.regarding this  declaration or published only a few lines

regarding it. None of the bourgeois ‘telegraph a’g‘enci%sd publi-
itor,.
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Socialist Construction in the SOviet Union

Questions of Soviet Tiade, Food Supply
and the Heavy Industry.

Plenary Session of the Central Committee of the C.P.S.U.

A plenary session of the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union took place in Moscow: from
the 28th September to the 2nd October inclusive. The session
heard reports on the acthty of the Central Co-operative Asso-
ciation; from the People’s Commissariat for Food on the
development of soviet trading, a report on the development of
the manufacturing and heavy industries, a report on the pro-
duction of articles for daily mass use. All reports were
accompanied by parallel reports from the Central Control
Commission and the People’s Commissariat for Workers and
Peasants Inspection. The session adopted .the followmg de-
cisions.

Resolution on the Development
of Soviet Trade.

- The resolution of the C.C. of the C.P.S{U. on the develop-
ment of Soviet trade first of all places on record that the
People’s Commissariat for Supplies, acting on the decisions
of the C.C. on the development of retail trade, has opened
7100 state shops in 1982, 2800 of these are in the towns, the
remainder in the rural districts. At the same time 5900 retail
vendors’ stalls have been opened. Hence the total number of
retail undertakings increased in the first seven months of
193121 by 67%, reaching the number of 26,300 shops and 9000
stalls. -

The “Centrosoyus” (co-operative cenrtral) has opened 13 100
shops in 1932, 4500 of these being in' the towns, and besides
-this 22,500 vendors stalls. Thig means that the retail enter-
.-prises of the cooperative central have inereased in the -cur-
rent year by 20%, to a total of 167,700 shops and 49,700 stalls.

The wholesale trade centres of the industrial associations

and ‘of the Supplies Commissariat can also record great pro-
gréss. Between 15t May and 1st September, for instance, there
‘were 685 wholesale trading: centres opened in the’ remoter
regions of the Soviet Union alone—in East and West Siberia,
‘Central Asia, and Kasakstan.
- The resolution goes on to criticise the system: of Jdistribu-
“tion of the wholesale centres, the Supplies Commissariat, the
consumers’ co-operative societies, and the trading companies,
and points out that these are still working too mechanically,
although ‘on the other hand' successful efforts have already
been made enabling the retailers of Mioscow, Leningrad, and
other towns, to be supplied direetly from the fhetories with
" articles of daily consumption. But in spite of the considerable
"growth of the network of trading enterprises, and the exten-
sion and acceleration of the circulation of. goods, the great
shortcomings of the trade apparatus have not yet been over-
come, ag pmnte\d! out in a number of the decisions of .the C. C
The purely mechanical distribution leads to mass supplies in
certam places, whilst in others there is a shortage of these
same goods; it leads to accumulations of necessary articles
in one place and lack of them in another. The activities of
all co-workers are inadequately checked up, and the result is
that the c¢osts®of trading are increased. .

The decision of the C.C. on the extension of the origin 11
supplies schedule for a number of industries, from 1500 mil-
lion roubles to 1800 mllhon roubles—a decision only carried
out to a limited extent in’ the first half of the year—will be
fulfilled during the next few months at a rate guaranteeing
the yearly quota for the provisioning of the rural districty on
the scale originally envisaged by.the C.C

“The resolution further states that the amount of goods
supplied during the last three months has developed in accord-
ance ‘with the decigions of the C.C, enablmg the subsequent
supplies to be improved. .

The C.C. of the: -C:P.S.U. resolves upon the - following
easures for the further development of Soviet trade:

1. The further development of trading facilities in the
towns, especially in the newly built workers’ quarters. The
national economic plan for 1933 is to include the building of
new premises for trading purposes. Trading facilities in the

‘rural districts are to be ensured special development.

2. The committee appointed by the “Council for Labour
and Defence” for checking up goods supplies is commissioned
to investigate, in the course of a month, the territorial distri-
bution of the wholesale trading centres, and to take steps
towards the rapid: transference of goods from producer to
consumer and towards eliminating all double work., The
“Council for Labour and Defence” is commissioned to take
decisive measutes at once ensuring the acceleration of the
transport by rail ‘and water of articles of daily consumption.
From 1st January 19383 onwards the ordering in adwvance of
articles of daily consumption will be introduced, and extended
to 50% of the goods supplied. In order to improve qualities,
factory marks will be introduced, and the undertakings are
compelled to take back faulty goods. All trading organisations
will be instructed to reduce trading costs. The local Soviet
and Party organisations are commissioned to ensure an eéven
greater development of collective farming trade, by meang of
inducing the part1c1patlon of larger numbers of collective
farms in trading, by increasing the facilities for collective
farming trade, and by supplying larger numbers of industrial
goods to -the collective farmers’ markets, All ‘middlemen’s
trading and all speculation must be combatted with the utmost
soverity, in order to accelerate a price drop on the collective
farming markets.

The Party, Soviet, and tradmg organisations are commis-
sioned to aid the consumers’ co-operatives and factory kitchens
to buy direet on their own initiative, and to ensure these
organisations especially advantageous conditions for this pur-
pose, by means of enabling them to conclude long-term supplies
contracts with collective farms and village.co-operatives. The -
minor units of the supplies apparatus must be further
developed.

Further improvement in the food suppliee for the popula-
tions of the towns must be ensured, not only by the carrying
out in their entirety of the centralised supplies plans, but at
the same time by the organisation of the purchase by the
state of agricultural produets at contract prices, and especially
by means of the non-decentralised purchases of the co-
operatives, the dining rooms, etc., by means of the development
of the collective farming markets, and by the organisation of
auxiliary agricultural enterprises in connection with the in-
dustrial and other undertakings (vegetable gardens, dalnes,
pig, rabbit, fish, poultry breeding, ete.).

The. factorles, transport serv1ces, and other undertakmgs
must not only organise their own “closed co-operatives” and
factory kitchens, but must further promote the food supplies
by organising agrleultural undertakings of their own. The
dining halls and factory kitchens must be further developed.

The C.P. of the C.P.S.U. advises the trading organisations
to fill up the ranks of. their apparatus with the best forces
of the Party and the Young Communist League, to improve
the standards of living of their workers and employees, and to
intensify Party and trade union work among the workers and
employees employed in trade.

Soviet trade must be freed of every vestige of the “N.E.P”.
Henece the main task is the struggle against h1gher prices and
against losses in trading.

The Control Commission and the Workers’ and Peasants’
Inspectwn are commissioned to check up the apphcatlon and
carrying out of these decisions.

The Plenum- of the C.C. states in conclusion:

The gigantic development of heavy industry, and the
growth of socialist agriculture, have enabled the light and

- foodstuffs industries to develop rapidly, and the production of
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articles of mass consumption to be increased. But the extent
of this production is by no means sufficient to meet the grow-
ing needs of the toiling masses. The comprehensive increase
of the output of articles of daily use, as produced both by the
light and foodstuffs industries and by heavy industry and the
home handicraft co-operatives, forms one of the leading tasks
of economic policy at the present time.

In order to promote a closer rapprochement: between the
working class and the peasantry, and in order to ensure the
further improvement of the standards of life of the workers
and peasants, Soviet trading must be developed to the utmost,
in particular eollective farm trade. The Plenum of the C.C.
decisively condemns the anti-Party “left” under-estimation of
Soviet trade. A point of special importance is the measures,
taken in accordance with the decisions of the Polit-Bureau of
the C.C., for the inc¢rease of the market reserves of articles
of daily consumption, for the inecreased output of the whole
of the industries manufacturing such articles, and
for the energetic restriction of the “closed” circle of con-
sumers in favour of the free market, hand in hand with the
development of the circulation of goods

The Plenum of the C.C. points out that the development
of Soviet trade, especially of the trade with the collective and
individual peasant farms, does not signify, as the Right
opportunists and kulaks would like to interpret it, the throw-
ing open of free markets permitting the N.E.P.-men and the
speculators,to take up their aectivities. On the contrary, it
signifies “the elimination of the private trader, of the middle-
man and speculator, who seek to enrich themselves at the
expense of collective trade”,

The Plenary Session of the C.C. imposes on all Party,
economie, and trade union organisations the .duty of aiding in
this struggle, and of combatting determinedly both the anti-
Leninist underestimation of the importance of Soviet trade,
and the liberal-bourgeois interpretation - put by the Right
opportunists on the tasks of the development of Soviet trade.
The Plenary Session of the C.C. proposes that an  energetic

. struggle against the speculator element in the trading
apparatus be taken up, in order to .ensure that Soviet trade
develops along the lines demanded by the interests of .the
better provisioning of the workers and peasants

Resolution on the Production of Arhcles
of Daily Consumption.
Moscow. 3rd Oct. 1932

The resolution on the productlon of-articles of daily con-
sumption begins by enumerating the measures taken by the
C.C. for the extension of this production: the organisation of
special departments in large-scale undertakings for the pro-
duction of articles of daily use, and the formation of a speecial
department in the People’s Commissariat for heavy industry.
The further development of this production is then laid down
as the most important political-economic task.

Although these measures have been carried out to an
insufficient degree, the production -of articles of daily con-
sumption. nevertheless inereased in the first half of 1932 by
28.5 per cent as compared with the same period last year.

The resolution then enumerates the various branches of
light industry which have not exploited the local resources of
raw materials, and points out the causes which have led to the
non-fulfilment of the planned tasks for the producmon of the
necessities of life.
~ In order to remove these faults and to inerease production,
the personal responsibility of the leaders of production is laid
down; the People’s Commissariat for Labour and Defence is
commissioned to lay special emphasis on articles of daily con-
sumption when drawing up the economic plans of production
and to draw the attention of the People’s Commissariats for
light and heavy industries to the production of articles of
daily consumption, and the press is commissioned to check up
daily the carrying out of these tasks. Detailed measures are laid
down for the Light Industry Commissariat, for the purpose
of increasing the output of articles of daily corsumption, The
formation of a special Bureau in connection with the People’s
Commissariat for heavy industry is.resolved upon, this Bureau
to check up quality. Further measures resolved upon are a
wide development of trading and consumers’ co- operatives in
town and country, and their provisioning Wlth raw materials.
The People’s Commissariats for light and heavy 1ndurstry are to
submit their plans for the development of the prodpetmn of

-sation. The reorganisation of the

articles of daily use within a month to the tradmg “eo-
operatives. -

The Plenum of the Central Committee records the per-
fectly correct and opportune increase of the attention of the -
whole Party to the greater production of. articles of daily
consumption. The setting of this important political task has.
been. prepared for by the whole course taken by the carrying
out of the general line of ‘the Party towards the industrialisa-

" tion and economic independenceé of the country, and especially

by the enormous successes attained in the restoration of
technical industry and the reconstruction of heavy- industry.
After counter-revolutionary Trotzkyism had been shattered and
anti-Leninist kulak Right opportunism unmasked, the Party,
headed by its Leninist C.C;, developed a truly. Bo]shev1st ‘tempo
in the restoration and reconstructlon of heavy ‘industry, and
has “to-day attained decisive ‘success, in ‘this- field of ‘work.
With this the Party formed the firm basis for the further
development of the fresh upswing of that branch of industry
providing us with articles of daily use, and created- the pre-
conditions for the complete and unrestrieted  fulfilment of the
Party directives on the production of articles of dally'co'n-
sumption. The C.C. Plenum stresses the great political im-
portance of the production of articles of daily eonsumption
for the consolidation of the alliance between townand country,
and proposes that all Party, Y.C.L., trade uniom,; and Soviet
organisations should give every possible support to  the
economic. organisations and to the trading and ‘-consumers’
co-operatives,” and should check up monthly the development
of the production of articles of daily consumption and the
carrying out of the instructions of the C.C. and of the Couneil
of Pedple’s Commissars. .

Resolution on the Smelting Industry

The resolution of the Plenum. of the C.C. of the. CPSU
on the smelting industry places on record that whilst the 16th
Party Congress was obliged to admit that the smelting industry -
was . lagging behind in its_ development, smce then " great
successes have been achieved.

A new coking industry has been established on the bas1s
of up to-date technics:. Seventeen new coking plants have been
set working,: with ‘an output of 4 million ‘tons, Six further
coking plants with a “éapaeity of 1,7_.million tons are about
to be opened. In the uridértakings in the South of the Soviet
Union the-blast furnace plant has been completely ‘renewed,
and the capacity of a number of blast furnaces increased.
Large new blast furnaces have been set working in the Ma-
keyevka, Chersinsk, and. Kertsch works, and in the Voeroschilov
works there are. great blast furnaces nearly ready to start
work. Great progress has been made in a thorough reconstruc-
tion of the undertakings working in the Sduth of the Soviet
Union: a new Martin furnace plant and the first Soviet Rus-
sian blooming mill are being erected, the latter to have a
capacity of one million -tons.

In Makeyevka a new Martin furnace department is bemg
made ready, and the second Soviet Russian blooming mill, with
the same capacity as that in Chersinsk. In Central Russm, a
large blast furnace has been set working in Kossogorsk and
a new Martin furnace will presently begin work in Vyksupok.
The Electro-Steel works are undergoing a thorough Teorgani-
“Red October” works is
nearly completed.

In the Ural district, a number of undertaklngs are bemg
reorganised, and are adaptmg their plant to the production

_of high grade metals. New smelting works are being’ erected

on a large scale—in. Magnitogorsk, Kusnyetzk, Novotagilsk,

.Saporoshye, Asov Steel, Krivoyrog, Tula -and Llpezk In Magni-

togorsk and Stalinsk the first blast furnaces have already.been
blown in. The blast furnaces of Asov, Saporoshye, Krivoyrog,
Tula, and Lipezk are in course of erection. The Martin furnaces
of Kusnyetzk works. have. been set working. The blooming mill

and the rail rolling mill are about to be opened. The Martin

furnace department and the blooming mill at Magnitogorsk

_are-heing made ready at an accelerated pace. The departments

for the manufacture of tool steel and iron alloys at Saporoshye
are on the eve of starting work.
The work accomplished since the 16th Party Congress

-means that 8 hlast furnaces have béen reconstructed and their
Jcapacity increased. 12 new blast furnaces have been set work-
ing, nine- ¢f them in 1932. These 12 blast- :Eurnaces in¢lude 8

gigantic furnaces on an American. system. --20:new -Martin

farfiaces have bden set working. 16 blast furnaces are in-course

of construction, besidés dozens of new: Martin steel plants and
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4 blooming mills, and a number of pipe manufacturing works
(Martupol, Taganrog, Liebknecht ~works; Vyksupok works,
Pervo Uralsky works, and the works at leopol)

First class sorts of steels for new branches of the machine-
building industry are being produced (for motor cars, tractors,
aeroplanes, tools). Plants are being erected for the manufacture

-of chrome and nickel steel, non-rusting metals, steel for ball
bearings, etc. In 1932 a total of 530,000 tons of special steels
will be produced, as compared with 330,000 tons 1ast year and
100,000 tons in 1928/29.

During the first eight months of 1932, theproductlon of
the smelting industry rose by 22 per cent as compared with
the same period the year before. This success does not, however,
suffice to fulfil the schedule of the Plan for the smeltlng
industry. Hence the fulfilment of the Plan lags behind in the
other branches of metal working as well.

The resolution points out the causes of this non-fulfilment
of the plans, and goes on to state the reasons rendering “the
increase of the production of the smelting industry, as also
the fulfilment of the production and building programs ‘for
1933, absolutely necessary. In order to ensure the realisation
of these plans, the Central Committee resolves upon: The
removal of the existing deficiencies, the rationalisation of the
old smelting plants, the supplying of the main centres of the
smelting industry with raw material, the strengthening of the
technical staff, the elimination of the causes of breakdowns,
the opening of all plants when completed, the training of
skilled labour, the devotion of special attention to ensuring
skilled techn1c1ans and foremen for the process of production,
méasures for: improving the standards of living of the workers,

- mechanics, and engineers with respect to dwelling accomoda-
tion and food supplies. Further measures for the strengthen-
ing of Party and trade union work, of cultural activities, and
of the transport service-supplying the smelting undertakings.

. The resolution draws special attention to the large-scale
undertakmgs, to the production of high grade special steel,
and in conclusion to the tasks of the People’s Commlssarlat
for heavy industry ‘with regard to the supplying of “the
neeessary machinery and equipment to the .smelting . works.
‘With reference- to- the tasks of the smelting industry, the
resolution stressés that a thorough re-organisation of the whole
technical basis is necessary, as also the opening of the
numerous undertakings, someé of them among the largest in
the world. These tasks require shock brigade-‘work. It is the
-duty -of all Party, trade union, and Soviet organisations to
promote the development of the smelting industty, and to do
this . most especially by means of the accomplishment of all
tasks set the smelting industry, and by the most energetic
possible. mobilisation -of the growing activity of the workers
of the smelting industry, who furnish a model example of
readiness, and are striving Bo]shev1st1ca]1y for the fulfilment
of the Plan. . .

e —————————

" Paris Socialist Workers for Anti-War
Congress.
: Paris, 2nd October 1932.

The dlsclphnary aetlcn being taken by the Central Com-
mittee. of the French' Socialist Party. against those- of its
branches and members: who answered the appeal of Henri
‘Barbusse and Romain Rolland to-take part in the preparatmn
of the International Anti-War Congress in Amsterdam is
meeting with strong resistance from the rank and file of the
Socialist Party. A number of branches have adopted protest
‘resolutions and yesterday 'a meeting “of 700 members of the
Socmhst Party took place in Paris and listened to speeches on
the issue. A resolution was adopted by 700 against 40 votes
expressing complete approval of the action of those members
and officials of the Socialist Party who co-operated in the
International Anti-war Congress, protesting against the
measures of the Central Committee and against-the one-sided
reporting .of the OfflClal party organ “Le - Populaire”, and call-
ing for space in the “Populaire” for the articles of:the pro-
‘congress ‘elements, and for the immediate holding of a national
‘eongress ‘in order to discuss the Whole question and affiliate
‘the party ‘to 'the permanent ‘anti-war ‘committee. Up to:-the
~present “Populaire’ has not even mentioned: thls most
important meeting and resolution.

.

'Japanese officlals are in the serviece of “Manchu Kuo”.
only the - police and the economic organisations are under

THE WAR

Aiter the Recogmtlon of “Manchu Kuo” by
Japan.

By Tang Shin She.

On August 25, the Japanese ‘Foreign Minister Ushida, the
initiator -of Japan's aggressive Manchurlan policy which
hrought about the occupation of Manchuria and of “Manchu
Kuo”, delivered a speech in the Japanese Parliament on. the
formal recognition of “Manchu Kuo”, in the ‘course of which
he stated that the Japanese action on September 18 last year
in Moukden was only a defensive measure against Chinese
sggressiveness and that the “Japanese Government is con-
vinced that the recognition of this new State is the only
means of stabilising conditions in Manchuria and establishing
a lasting peace in the Far East”, A few days later Mr, Araki,
the Japanese Minister for war, declared to the Chinese Am-
bassador in Tokyo, in reply to the latter’s remonstrance regard-
ing the settlement of the Manchurian conflict, that Japan
“egarded the Manchurian conflict as already sottled and ‘n
the meantime “China should put its own house in order.” At
the same time the London “Daily. Express” published a report
from Tokyo that.the Japanese intended to secure to Pu-Yi,
the President of Manchu-Kuo, control of the whole of North
China. This means that Japanese imperialism has ordered: If
the Kuomintang is not able to destroy the Chinese Soviet
Republic, then the whole of China will be annexed to “Manchu
Kio” and the Manchu empire restored.

It is ridiculous to maintain that the Kuomintang regime,
which is so faithful to the: imperialists, and the imperialist
puppet Chang Hsue liang. who at the time of the occupation

~of Moukden was amusing himself in a Peiping pleasure resort,

blew up the South-Manchurian railway on the eve of Septem-
ber 18 and launched ‘an attack on the Japanese garrison troops.
Even the imperialist newspapers appearing in China, such as
the “Peking and Tientsin Times”, regard it as impossible for
Chinese to have blown up the bridge, as the railway is strongly.
euarded hy Japanese troops (at one time 22,400 strong). After
three daxs all the Chinese railways in Fengtlen and Kirin
were cecupied by the "Japanese. One could clearly see from
the September events how the Japanese prepared the occupa-
tion of Manchuria. By the Wanpaoshan affair they stirred
up a racial conflict between the Koreans and Chinese in Korea
and. Manchuria. It was intended by means of«the Nakamura
case to increase the fighting enthusiasm of the Japanese,
especially of the Japanese soldiers. At the end of June, a
new governor of Korea was appointed and Count Ushida was
appointed President, in place of Dr. Sengoku, of the Southern
Manchurian railway company, which here plays the same
role as the British Eas't—IIivd‘ian Company played in its time
in India. Nobody apart from the imperialists would maintain
that the action of September 18 was a defensive action on the
parts of Japan.

Ushida solemnly declared in the name of the Japanese
Government, that Japan has no intention of annexing Man-
churia, that it respects the sovereignty of Manchu Kuo and
will- endeavour together with this State to maintain peace in
the. Far East. ThlS declaration is just as hypocritical as that
of September 24 last year, when Japan gave assurances that
it was not.pursuing any territorial aims in Manchuria. After
the - occupation of Manchuria, the Japanese immediately

brought the ex-emperor Pu-Yi from Tientsin to Dairen in

order to prepare for the setting up of the new State of
Manchu-Kuo. On Ngverhber 19 last year the Japanese Govern-
ment,. officially deénied  the assertion .that they wished . to
reinstate -theé ex-emperor Pu-Yi, On March 9, the puppel
governmeént of .Pu-Yi was solemnly formed in Changchun.
General Honyo and Ushida were present -as the only official
foreign guests Ushida, the present Japanese Fore1gn Minister,
delivered a congratulorv speech., Who can maintain, in view

‘of the présence of Honyo, the representative of the Japanese

War Ministry. and Ushlda, the representative of the Japanese
(’vnvernment that the formation of this new State was not

i ‘1g’ated by the Japanese.

---A8'the ‘Japanese newspapers thelmselves report, 800 high
Not
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Japanese control, but the governor of every little district has
a Japanese adviser. The Japanese adventurer Komyi, the
present State Secretary of the puppet government, is generally
regarded as being the real head of the new State. The
Japanese had actually intended to appoint their General Moto
governor of Manchuria. In order, however, to avoid for the
moment a collision with the other imperialists, General Moto
was only appointed special plenipotentiary in Manchuria.
Simultaneously with him a number of high Japanese mili-
tarists and diplomats were appointed members of the State
Council of Manchu Kuo. A treaty is being prepared according
to which Japan takes over the inner and outer defence of
Manchu Kuo. This means practically the annexation of
Manchuria by Japan,

Inner and outer defence of Manchu Kuo by Japan means
a fight by Japan for the destruction of the Chinese revolution
and a war of intervention against the Soviet Union. More
than half a million Chinese and Korean armed peasants and
workers are already fighting against this Japanese counter-
revolutionary action. They mnot only helped in May last to
prevent the commencement of the action against the Soviet
Union, but they are also proving to be the forces preventing
the Japanese from establishing “law and order” in Manchuria.
The towns.of Moukden, Changchun and Harbin, which are
surrounded by harbed wire entanglements, are being constantly
attacked by volunteer troops. Even traffic on the Southern
Manchurian railway was stopped by them.

Only these powerful forces of the toilers in Manchuria
are conducting a defensive action against Japanese imperialist

greed and for defence of their country and of the Soviet

Union, the natural ally of the Manchurian peasants and
workers. The big landowners and bourgeois in Manchuria are
already working hand in hand with the Japanese.

Shanghai Workers Support The Red Army,
T. H. (Special Correspondent),

The recent heroic struggles of the Chinese Red Army

against the 4th and 5th “anti-communist campaigns’ of the
Kuomintang generals - supported by the imperialists, its
brilliant victories on all fronts, particularly the capture of
Changchow, Fukien, gave a great impetus to the Shanghai
workers and toiling masses. Spontaneously a great campaign
for the support of the Red Army is being launched by the
workers, Men, women, and children all are very enthusiastic
about it.
. Contributing Half-day’ Wage: The Shanghai workers,
inspite of the double exploitation by foreign and Chinese
capitalists, willingly save their pennies and coppers to
support the Red Army. For instance, three workers of the
Tayen Textile Factory consider that “the Red Army is the only
armed force that fights against Japanese imperialists and for
the emancipation of the workers and peasants, so every
worker should support it and encourage it marching to
Shanghai immediately”, They had a short meeting in which
they decided to contribute their half-day wage—20 cenls to
the Red Army. A worker of the 3rd Cotton Factory saved his
tea-money.

“One-Copper-Campaign” wag started by the workers in
western Shanghai, In the first three days a total amount
of 5 dollars were collected. The Sino-Japanese Factory workers
contributed 102 eoppers. 50 coppers from 50 small wheel-cart
pullers. 2000 from 180 oil workers. In the first two days
about 760 workers participated in the campaign. On July 22
about 30 workers in front of the police station of the South
Liverpool Road (International Settlement), all took coppers
out when they saw collectors were ¢oming. Those who
incidently had no money on hand very politely apologised,
asking, “friends, will you come to our factory gate tomorow?”

Old Women and School Children Active: Four old women
about 60 years of age in a coal shop, after hearing that “the
Red Army is fighting for the poor and against the rich
immediately get coppers from their sons to make up their
share in the campaign, 13 children of the elementary school on
the Laffayette _Road (French Concession) sacrificed thefr
money for morning tea to help the Red Army. Some students
of-the Tungwen School saved the amount of two days milk.
E Embroigle‘ring Red Banner: The
express their solidarity with the Red Army in different ways.

enthusiastic - workers .

About 20 girls of Shenhsen no. 9 Factory utilised their little
spare time and together embroidered a beautiful red banner
for the Red Army in Changchow with the wording: “Fight
for the interests of the workers and peasants.” The reading
classes of the Tunghsing, Hsetung, Tashien, Shenchu Factories
also each made a red banner with black flannel wording: “long
Live the Red Army.” Besides, wood workers, ricksha coolies,
longshoremen, the Tungwen students ete. all had their banners
for the Red Army. Restaurant workers in the Western
Shanghai collected money to buy 3 compassus. A girl from
the Sino-Japanese Textile Factory made a medicine pouch.
This wag immediately followed by other girls. One day,
inspite of the 12 hours work they made 15 pouches and about
10 more next day.

Ricksha Coolies Words of Greeting: When the news of
the capture of Changchow, Fukien, by the Red Army reached
Shanghai, the Rickshsa coolies immediately held a huge mass
celebration meeting in which they unanimously decided to
send a telegram of greetings to the Red Army with the
wording “we, ricksha coolies have no other way out, we
wish to fight shoulder to shoulder with you to overthrow the
capitalists”. .

Join the Friends of the Red Army: Besides wholehearted
reponse to the campaign for supporting the Red Army, the
Shanghai workers also actively join the Friends of the Red
Army. The oil workers in Northern Shanghai, besides contribu-
tions, wished to join the Friends of the Red Army. They said
that “the Red Army are heroic fighters, that they are
fighting for the interests of the workers and peasants and
that it is an honour to be their friends”. Thus about 210
already joined the organisation. In Eastern Shanghai about
200 metal workers, besides contributions, also joined fthe
Friends of the Red Army and are actively carrying on a
recruiting campaign. .

Join the Red Army: In this period of threatening
imperialist war against the Soviet Union and repeated attacks
of the Kuomintang imperialists against the.Soviet Districts,
the class-conscious wgrkers of Shanghai are very anxious to
join the Red Army to fight for the victory of the Soviet
Power over the whole of China. For example, 40 workers of the
Sino-Japanese Textile Factory already organised themselves
into “The Yahua Workers Company” of the Red Army. A few
days ago a part of them, including two girls, already left
Shanghai for the front.

Buying Airplane for the Red Army: In reply to the air
raids of the Kuomintang imperialists against the Soviet
Districts, the workers of the“Truth” (a revolutionary newspaper)
initiated a campaign to collect money to buy an airplane for
the Red Army. It will be named “The Shanghai Worker”.
This campaign is well responded to by the workers. Within
several days, about 211 dollars were received. 20.40 dollars
form the workers on board S. S. Monroe. 1.60 dollars from
29 press workers. This campaign is just developing.

5 minutes Interruption of Work: In some factories the
workers organise b minutes stops of work to celebrate the new
victories of the Red Army. In many places the workers
let off fireworks, Often the celebration develops into
struggles against the bosses and the foremen.

~ Growth' of Revolutionary Organisations: The campaign
for the support of the Red Army is closely connected with
the strengthening and consolidation of the revolutionary
organisations. Up to now, the Red Aid Society already
organised two big mass meetings and also 286 smaller
meetings with 60 attendence at each, 3700 workers answered
the collection campaign of the International Red Aid. 440
joined the Friends of the Red Army. 41 joined the Red Army.
80 became vcandidates for the partisan groups. Red Aid
gained 782 new members. 700 joined the Red Unions. 150
joined the Young Communist League. The membership of
the Communist Party in Shanghai has trebled.

~ The above facts show the mass character and wide scope
of the campaign for the support of the Red Army. It clearly
demonstrates that the working class and toiling masses of
Shanghai realise that the Soviet Government is their own
government, that the Red Army are the real armed forces
of the workers and peasants and the real armed force against
imperialism. The campaign for the support of the Red Army
must penetrate 'into every industry and factory and be
closely connected with the anti-imperialist, anti-Kuomintang
movement and the everyday problems and struggles of the
workers, B - -

¢
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INTERNATIONAL FIGHT AGAINST
WAR AND INTERVENTION

The International Women'’s Conference
at the Anti-War Congress in Amsterdam
By Traute H 61z (Berlin),

Working women from printing works, metal and chemical
factories, from textile mills, women agricultural workers,
teachers, women doctors, nurses, editors and, women artists,
mothers from the most varied strata and parties met together
at the Amsterdam Women’s Conference.

The subject of discussion was the organisation. of the
fight against war, the practical anti-war work which the
Congress had to ‘initiate on an international seale. It is
necessary to make use of the forces of women on all fronts
at which they can work. The Conference made it clear that
the women dio not think of conducting a separate struggle,
but realise how necessary it is to mobilise the women and
mothers for a determined fight against war and to draw
them into the broad front of the militant toilers.

A special Conference was held on Sunday, August 28, for
those women workers who had to be back at work on the
following Monday. 78 delegates participated in the discussion
and spoke of the situation in the factories, how, under the
cloak of seemingly harmiless production war material 1is
already being produced. The broader women’s Conference
took place immediately after the conclusion of the general
Congress. It was attended by 229 delegates representing
16 countries, of whom 38 came from France, 51 from Ger-
many, 2 from Austria, 108 from Holland, 2 from Latvia, 1 from
Spain, 4 from Belgium, 5 from England, 2 from Denmark,
1 from Japan, 1 from Poland, 1 from Alsace, 3 from the
United States, 5 from Czechoslovakia, 4 from Switzerland: and
1 from Sweden.

After the election of the Presidium and the greeting of
the Conference by the young pioneers, Madame Duchesne
spoke on the unity of the women: “We must jointly fight
for peace, which we can only achieve by Socialism”.

A miner’s wife from Briix (Czechoslovakia) stated in
simple words, that it is necessary, in the economic fights
against wage cuts, in the strikes in the mining districts or
ip the munition factories, to link up the wage gquestions with
the question of the fight against a new war. She showed that
in the co-operatives the fight against high taxes and customs
duties must be connected with the fight against war, which
brings in its wake still higher prices, plague, famine and
death.

A French working woman reported that 80 per cent of
all factories in France are producing war material. Steffi
Siberer, member of the social democratic party of Austria,
told of the hindrances and obstacles they encountered in the
preparation for the Anti-War Congress. After a Dutch work-
ing woman and an authoress from Brussels had spoken, Karin
Michaelis, the famous Danish autheress, delivered a -speech.
There followed the report of Comrade Maria Reese, who dealt
with the subject of war being politics in another form. She
described how capitalism in peace time murders proletarian
children and workers, and declared:

“Whoever is opposed to the horrors of war, must also
be opposed to the horrors of capitalism. The broader our
front, the more numerous the forces which are preparing
for the decisive fights, the quicker, the less sanguinary
and the more certain of victory will be the final battle
which will put an end to all wars.”

After her appeal to form the red united front against war,
hunger and fascism, the Conference resolves to send a letter
of greetings to Comrade Clara Zetkin, The veteran leader,
Sen Katayama, then conveyed to the Conference the revolu-
tionary greetings of the Japanese working women. He was

followed by Mrs. Ada Wright, the mother of the Scottsboro

Negro boys condemned to death, whose speech was listened to
with great emotion.

In the discussion, whichi lasted for six hours, all the ten-
dencies, professions and opinions found: expression. 1t often
happened that the different world views clashed with one

another but the delegates endeavoured by all means to
emphasise not what separated them from each other, but what
united them in order to reach a common working basis.

Comrade Martha Arendsee, the collaborator of Comrade
(Clara Zetkin from the year 1915, concluded the discussion. The
resolution of the Conference, indicating the tasks of the work-
ing women In the fight against war, was read out by Mrs.
Paulsen and adopted unanimously.

The writer of this article, who was unanismously elected
ag intermediary for all national committees for the mobilisa-
tion of the women, summed up the lessons and results of the
women’s conference and showed the common aim in the fight
against war.

Every delegate was conscious of the responsibility 1mposed
on_ her by this Congress of drawing the toiling masses of
women in all countries into the united front for the fight
against the capitalists of their own country, for the defence
of the Soviet Union.

It is now necessary to enlighten the working women and
mothers in regard to their role in the fight against the
imperialist slaughter and to carry out in practice the pledge
given at Amsterdam.

FROM SOVIET CHINA

The Life and Struggle of the Youth in the
: Chinese Soviet District.

We received the 'foll‘o\wm.g letter from a
young worker in the Soviet district of China on
the border of the provinces of Hupeh, Hunan and
Kiangsi. Editor.

The establishment of the Soviet Power has freed also us,
the working youth, from the exploitation and oppression
which prevailed before. The wages of the young workers
have been increased and the peasant youth have received
land from the Soviets. Formerly, crowds of young men and
women workers, clothed in rags and starving, wandered beg-
ging through our district. To-day they disappeared.

Our working day, no matter whether we drive the
plough or wield the hammer, is 6 to 7 hours. In every locality
we have our youth club; in every town and village, no mats
ter how small, we have at least a sports ground on which we
can play to our heart’s content.

Formerly, under the Kuomintang goverpment, when we
were still exploited by the capitalists and landowners,
although we worked from early dawn till dark we had not
even enough to eat or sufficient clothes to wear, not to
mention learning or sport.

Now, however, conditions have completely changed. A
whole number of red elementary schools and “Lenin middle
schools” have been set up, even if they do not suffice to meet
the demand. Our Soviet government, howeves,” is now
endeavouring to introduce a red elementary school in every
village and a “Lenin middle school” in every small and large
town, and in addition a higher school in every district. As
a_sup-plement to this there exist in every locality, evening
and winter schools for the young and older workers and
peasants., The youth in the Soviet distriet are enthusiastical-
ly taking part in the fight against illiteracy.

The Kuomintang always opposed the participation of the
youth in politics. Now, however, under the Soviet Power,
everything has been changed in this respect. ' We cannot, in
our own interest, refrain from taking aective part in - the
political life of the Soviet district, from.participating in the
Soviet government and protecting it from all its enemies.
In fact it was the Soviet government itself which opened
wide the door of pohtlcal life to the broad masses of youth.
Many young workers are working in the different depart-
ments of the Soviets, and we are happy to be able to say that
many of us are even chairmen of Soviet committees.

Yes, we are the masters! ‘We not only participate in the
work of the Soviet government, we defend our Soviets with
all our might. In the Soviet district there still exist some
remnants of feudal customs and superstitions, as for example
the belief in god and spirits, or the custom of “foster-
daughter-in-laws”, i, e, girls who, right from their early
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childhood, are brought up. by the parents of their future
husband. As all such customs and usages have nothing in
common with the Soviets, we form shock troops, who make
it their task to do away with idols, the rendermg of services to
the.dead and the treatment of sick people by “wizards”.

At the present time of armed intervention by the
Kuomintang army against the Soviet district, the chief work
of the revolutionary youth consists in f1ghtmg with the
Red Army and the red defence corps. We young workers
and peasants have always taken part in these-fights, be it
in attack or defence. I should like to point out that in -the
Summer of 1980 a detachment of 30,000 armed youth from
the two districts of Pingkiang and Lmyang fought in the
front ranks in the fight of the Red Army to capture the
town of.Changsha, the capital of the province of Hunan.
In every district we have an armed formation of the youth,
named “model brigade”.

We feel in our inmost hearts that we are linked with
the Red Army by indissoluble ties. Many of us are members
of the Red Army, for instance in the 16th Red Army there
are very many youths. We support the Red Army in every
way. herever they come we 1mmed1ate1y organise- provi-
sion and transport troops, and in addition we help the
families of the Red Army men to cultivate the land allotted
to them. On the occasion of vietories or successes of the Red
Army we organise processions and send them presents.

Our smaller brothers énd sisters are no less enthusiastic
than we. They also organise provision troops and special
agitation groups, detachments for frontier control, sentinels
etc. Everywhere in the Soviet district there exist piomeer
organisations, which last November held their first delegate
congress for the whole Soviet district. The pioneer organi-
sations have a very large membership; in Pingkiang for
instance over 23,000 and in Siushui over 13,000.

Our “Young Guard”, which numbers 108,547 members in
the whole Soviet dlstrlct likewise held its first delegate
Congress for the whole Sov1et district in November last. At
this congress the Commission: of the Chinese. Young Guard
for the whole Soviet Distrikt with an Executive Committee
of 11 members at the head was formed.

The Kuomintang, the landowners and the kulaks dre
endeavouring by every possible means to split and disinte-
grate our ranks. Thus they organised a whole number of secret
associations, such as “Love Club of the Young Men” “Love
Seekers’ Olub” “Secret Boys League”, “Young Men‘s Asso-
ciation for National Salvation”, “Epicurians’ Club” ete.. All

these associations were founded and directed by the A.B.

Clique (Anti-Bolshevist Clique) and the, Reorganisationists of
the- Kuomintang. The secret associations and. plots were,
however, discovered and liquidated. The landowners and
kulaks are still dreaming of restoring their rule in the
Soviet district. ' We, the youth, however, will never for a mo-
ment relax our vigilance; we shall do everything in order
finally to overcome them.

Obituary

Pierre Degejrter'.

By Daniel Renoult Paris).

Pierre Degeyter, the composer of the Internatlonale
died on.September 27, in red St. Denis near Paris,

Degeyter was born in Lille in the year 1848. He was the
seventh child of his parents. He began to work already at
the age of eight. He became a turner, like Eugéne Pottier who
wrote the text of the “Internationale”. Thus two workers
wrote the words and the music of a song which was destined
to become the fighting song of the toilers in the whole
world. But there existed no collaboration between the two,
as Eugéne Pottier and Pierre Degeyter were unknown to each
other.

“The revolutionary soengs” of Pottier, the Paris Commun-
ard, appeared in a small volume which the old revolutionary
workers still preserve like a treasure. Pottier’s songs were all
inspired by veneration for the Commune and hatred against
the Versailles hangmen. But all these songs of a vanquished,

worker were full of hope of revenge, for the final victory
of the proletariat. The appeal “Ari-se, ye starvelings from your
slumbers!”, the verses which praise the idea of . the class
struggle and stlgmatlse the crimes of the bourgeois State, the
suppressed verses in which aective anti-militarism is glorified,
as well as the triumphant cry at the conclusion of the song:
“We peasants, artisans and others, enrolled among the sons of
toil, let’s. elaim the earth henceforth for  brothers...” that
was Socialism, genuine Socialism, which forty years later was
to capture a sixth 'of the earth. The Paris worker, Pottier,
glorified this Socialism. after the hecatombs of May 1871 in
an admirable expression of his belief, which nothing could
shake.-But the “Internationale” and all the other verses which
Eugéne Pottier ‘had written, still waited the master composer
who would set it in musie.

In the meantime the labour movement in Lille, Degeyter’s
birth place was growing; trade unions and co-operatives were
set up. The workers party set up its local branches. Th1s was
in the year 1888.

Gustave Delory, who towards the end of his life became
chauvinistic, but who at that timie was an admirable prole-
tarian organisator, together. with Jules Guesde, headed the
movement .in North France. The worker of Northern France
is a lover of music. The proletarian bands grew up together
with the proletarian fighting organisations. Pierre Degeyter
was one of the musical workers who had placed their art at
the service of their class.

One day Gustave Delory, who had just returned from
Paris, handed over to Pierre Degeyter several revolutlonary
songs with the words: “Select one of these and set it to musie,
so that we can sing it at our festivals and demonstrations.”

Pierre Degeyter made a good choice and composed the
music of the “Internationale” according to Pottier’s verses.

Never before did a song catch on like this, From the work-
ers’ quarters of North France.it spread over the whole of
France, and after it had been translated in all languages of
the world the “Internationale” became the battle song of the
toilers of the whole world.

Since 1917 it has become the national anthem of 160
gllhons of emanclpated proletarlans of one-time Tsarist
ussia

And whilst the music which he had composed captured
the whole world and achieved a tremendous revolutionary
success, Degeyter, who had grown old, sank into poverty and
misery. A miserable intrigue had robbed him of his work, the
creation of which was wrongly aseribed by the social demo-
crats to one of his brothers. In the year 1921, at the Congress
of Tours, at which the Socialist' Party of France was split
and the Communist Party founded, the miserable situation of
Degeyter became known. Our comrades of - St. Denis invited
the old worker to take up his residence in’ this proletarian
city in which he was surrounded by brotherly solidarity. In
this. red town, where he resided in a modest little house, he
spent the last years of his life. -

- The Communist International invited Plerre Degeyter to
the 6th- World Congress in the year 1928. The delegates to
the Congress, who had sung his song in all parts of the earth,
gave him a tremendous ovation. The toilers of Moscow wanted
to keep him in their midst, They allotted him a room in that
palace which is now the home of the veterans of the revolu-
tion. But the Moscow Winter. was too rigorous for the old
man. After a long stay in Moscow he returned to France A
street in Moscow was named after him.

The municipal counecil of 8t. Denis decided to arrange
a solemn funeral celebration for him at the cost of the town.

The toilers- of all countries of the world will preserve the
memory of the old revolutionary whom they have to thank for
the stirring melody of the immortal song of fight and victory.

* *
*

‘Pans, Sept. 29, 1932,

The Municipality of St. Denis near Paris has decided to
name a park in the town after the composer of the “Inter-
nationale”, :

The “Humamté” points out that the “Populalre”, the ch1ef
organ of the French socialist party, has not printed .a. smgle,
line regarding the death of Degeyter.. The “Humanité” calls
upon the social democratic Workers to attend: the funeral in
masses.: ‘ .
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Documents of the Intepnational

" The XIL Plenum of the E.C.C.I

Statement of the XII Plenum of the E.C,CI The XII Plenum of the Executive Committee of the Communist
International took place in Moscow at the beginning 6f September.

The following reports were considered by the XIL Plenum:

1. Report of Comrade Kuusinen on the international:situation and the tasks of the sections of the Communist In-

‘ternational.

2, Report of Comrade Thélmann (C.P, of Germany] on the lessons of economic strikes and the struggle of the un-
- employed; also joint reports by Comrade Lenski (C.P. of Poland) and Comrade Gottwald (C.P. of Czechoslovakia) on
" the strike movement and the struggle .of the unemployed in Poland and Czechoslovakla

3. Report of Comrade Okano (C.P. of Japan) on the tasks of the Communists in the struggle agamst imperialist
war and military intervention, in connection with the war which has commenced in the Far East,

4, Report by Comrade Manuilsky on socialist construction in the U.S.S.R. in connection with the complehon of
the First Five-Year-Plan and the proposed fundamental principles of the Second Five-Year-Plan.

The Plenum received information from Comrade Bela Kun on the forthcoming fiftieth anmversary of the death
of Karl Marx (March 13, 1933) and instructed the Presidium of the E.C.C.L to prepare and carry on in connection with
this anniversary a mass campaign to popularise Marxism-Leninism.

The Plenum elected supplementary members to the Presidium and endorsed the financial report of the E.C.C.L

All the decisions of the Plenum were adopted unanimously,

" The theses, resolutlons and declslons of the XII. Plenum of the ECCI are being published simultaneously with

the press statement,

Polit-Secretariat of the E.C.C.L

The Internatlonal Sltuatlon and the Tasks of the Sections of the C.I.

- Theses on the Report of Comrade Kuusinen.
(Adopted by the XIL Plenum of the ECCI)

I 'l‘he end of capitalist stabilisation and the growth
of the U.S.S.R.

"The sharpening of the general ecrisis of eapltahsm is
proceedlng with enormous strides which are carrying this
ciisis' to a new stage. The fundamental changes which are
taking place in the world situation are eharacterlqed by =«
numbeir of recent important facts.

"1, A tremendous change has taken place in the relatlans

of  forces between the socialist and the capitalist worlds,
due primarily to the <increase in the relamve importance of
the U.S.S.R., which is carrying out “jts great programme
of ‘socialist mdustrlahsaztmn, collectivisation and the .cultural
revolution at a tremendous rate. That country has completely
established itself in the position of socialism; the second
Fiye-Year-Plan provides for the final abolition of elasses and
for the conversion of the whole of the toilitig population of
the country into active and conscious builders of classless
socialist society. The successes achieved in socialist construc-
tion are securing to an increasing ‘degree the économic
independence of the Soviet Union in relation to-the capitalist
world, and its international power, its revolutionising influ-
ence on the toilers and the exploited .of all countries and

ity significance as the' basis of the World boclahs‘c revolutlon‘

have increased.
-2, Meanwhile, in the capltahst Woxld there has been a
continuation of:

"a) the sharpening of the economic crisis—industry has
contracted to such a degree that more than half -of the
working class is partially or totally unemployed; the expro-
priation’ and 1mpoverlshment of the  peasants has reached
unprecedented dlmensmns

b) the growing revolutmnaty upsurge both in 1mperLahst'

: amd colonial countries (stubborn. and  turbulent strikes, revo-
lutionary demonstrations, fierce clashes between the workers
dnd. the police and fasclsts militant .activity by the peasant

misses, ete.); the sharpening of the $truggle of :the colonial

peoples ;against the imperialists;.
_7..c¢) a further sharpening of the antagonisms ‘between the
lmpenallst powers (irade war, acceleration of the imperialist
race ‘for .armaments, rifts in the Versailles system, the
Japanese war against. China, an acute- sharpening of the
relations between Japan, and U.S/A., beétween Great Britain
and U.S.A,, between Italy and Franee, between Germany
andJ Francé, ete. );

Ty mtenslfled preparatlon for a- counter-rex*olutlonaxy war
agalnst the U.S.S.R

. 3. The dommatlon of monopolist capital which, at the

present day, has brought. under its sway almost the whole
e(:onomy of capitalist .society, . makes it extremely difficult,
in ‘the -conditions of the general erisis of capltahsm, to over-
cone, the eeonomlc crisis in the way. that was-. usual for

capntahsm in the period of hee competition. The more the
financial oligarchy  succeed in grabbing for themselves, at
the expense of others, the larger share of the declining aggre-
gate profits' of the upper stratum, the more they rob the
toilers, and the higher the tariff walls are raised, to this
extent home and foreign markets are still further restricted
and the crisis is further deepened. This, however, does not
imply “that - capitalism will break down automatically; it
implies the inevitable further growth of the revolutionary
upsurge and a further sharpening of the fundamental
antagonisms which drive the bourgeoisie to seek a violent
solution of these antagonisms, both within their own coun-
tries and .on the international arena.

4. All these facts taken together completely confirm
the estimate of the tendencies of development given in the
decisions of the X, and XT. Plenums of the E.C.C.I, and also
reveal, in the course of the development of the general erisis
of capltahsm, a. definite. change, a peculiar swaying of the
antagonistic forces, very rapid in some places and slow in
others. In .certain extremely important. key points, the anta-
gonistic forces are already becoming unleashed for the con-
flict. The end of relative capitalist stabilisation has come.
But a directly revolutionary situation has not yet arisen in
the important and decisive capitalist countries. What is
taking place at the present moment is the tramsition to a
new round of big clashes between classes and between States,
a new round of wars and revolutions,

This transition, which in international relations is
especially accelerated by the military aggression of Japan
and France, is taking place in the form of an uneven process
in the various countries. - In Spain a revolution is taking
place. In China there is a revolutionary situation, and a
Soviet revolution has beén vietorioug over a large territory.
In Germany there is a tremendous sharpening of class
antagonisms—on the one hand the growth of fasecism, and
on the other hand, the growth of the revolutionary mass’
struggle, the acoelerrate»d maturing of the prerequisites for a
1ev01ut10<nary crisis. Certain other countries are either ap-
proaching very closely to a revolutionary erisis (Poland), or,
as a result of the extreme Swharpemng of antagonisms at
home and abread, may find themselves in the situation of a
revolutionary ecrisis in the near future (Japan). In India and
the Latin American countries the development of the revolu-
tionary crisis is retarded, primarily by the low degree of
organisation of the proletariat and the immaturity of the
Communist Parties. In all capitalist countries the forces of
the international proletarian revolution are steadily growing,
hut in sueh. important countries of world capitalism as the
U.S.A., Great Britain and France, the upsurge of the revolu-
ticnary-movement -although developing, is still-greatly lagging
behind the high intensity. of the whole international situation
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1I. The Danger of a New World War, the War of Japan
against China, the New Phase in the Preparations for
Intervention against the U.S.S.R.

1. The fierce struggle the imperialists are waging for
markets and colonies, the tariff wars and the race for arma-
ments, have already led to the immediate danger of a new
imperialist world war. French imperialism, in developing
feverish activity in the struggle for hegemony on the Euro-
pean continent, is trying to strengthen its old military and
political alliances and to form new omes (Danube Federation),
but encounters the resistance of Germany, U.S.A, and Italy.
Germany demands the equal status of an imperialist power
(the annulment of reparations, equality of armaments, the
revision of Kastern frontiers, ete.), while Poland is preparing
to seize Danzig and East Prussia. Thus Germany is one of the
main centres of the -sharpest and most intense world impe-
rialist conflicts. :

2. The seizure of Manchuria by Japan and the attack on
Shanghai have upset the compact that has hitherto existed
between the USA., Japan and Great Britain regarding the
establishment of spheres of influence in China. Japanese
. imperialism, in alliance with France and with the actual sup-
port of England, is converting Manchuria into its colony and
has thus put the armed struggle for the partition of China
and intervention against the U.S.S.R. on the order of the day.
The League of Nations, acting at the behest of France and
England, supports Japan. The . United States, in pursuing its
imperialist aims in the Far East, openly threatens another
race for armaments. The agglomeration of antagonisms in
the Pacific form the chief hotbed for breeding a new impe-
rialist world war,

3, For the purpose of preparing a counter-revolutionary
war against the U.S.S.R., under the cloak of the peace declara-
tions of the League of Nations and the II. International there
is proceeding the concentration of the Japanese army in
Manchuria, the formation and arming of white guard units
in the Far East, and also the organisation of an expeditionary.
army in France, feverish preparations of the army in Poland,
Rumania, Latvia, Esthonia and Finland, and the strengthen-
ing and activisation of specially selected fascist formations,
unceasing provocation, ete. It is only the firm peace policy
pursued by the U.S.S.R., and the fears the bourgeoisie enter-
tain of the prospects of imperialist war being converted into
civil war and of colonial uprisings, that restrains them from
slipping into war and intervention.

4, Under these circumstances wof rapidly approaching
eriminal war, especially hastened by fascism, the Communist
Parties must, as an offset to the abstract and hypocritical
pacifist statements of the social-democrats, commence a real
struggle against the preparations for war. The E.C.C.L imposes
the  duty upon all Communist Parties to apply with thegreat-
est persistance and energy the decisions of the Comintern on
the question of struggle against imperialist war and inter-
vention.

IT1. Bourgeois Dictatorship, Nationalism, Fascism and Social
Fascism, ‘

1. The bourgeois dictatorship continues to undergo trans-
formation in the direction of the further strengthening of
political reaction. and the fascisation of the State and in this
is revealing a contraction of the basis of ‘bourgeois rule and
manifestations of fissures and disintegration. The bickerings
in the camp of the bourgeoisie frequently result in splits into
hostile camps (Germany, Finland, Yugoslavia), in some cases—
the assassination of prominent bourgeois politicians (Japan).
As a rule, the bourgeoisie are finding it more and more diffi-
cult to smooth over the conflicts which arise among them.

In most capitalist countries, the big bourgeoisie are organ-
ising fascist units for ecivil war, are making a system of
political " banditism, white terror, the torture of political
prisoners, provocation, forging documents, the shooting down
of strikers and demonstrators, the dissolution and suppression
of the organisations of the workers. But while doing this, the
bourgeoisie do not cease to utilise parliament and the services
of the social democratic Party to deceive the masses.

In Germany, in an atmosphere of sharpening antagonisms
abroad and extreme tension in class relations at home, the
von-Papen-Schleicher Government, with the help of the
Reichwehr, the “Steel Helmet”, and the national socialists has
established a form of fascist dictatorship, for which the social

democrats’ and the Centre prepared the way. The . further
development or breakdown of this dictatorship depends on the
revolutionary struggle .of the working class against fascism
in all its forms. : : ~

In those countries where a fascist dictatorship existed
before the world economic crisis, a process of disintegration

. of fascism is observed as a consequence of the growing revolu-

tionary mass upsurge (Poland, Yugoslavia, Italy).

_ 2. The destruction caused by the present world economie
crisis, the breakdown of the economic <contacts of world
capitalism and the sharpening of the struggle for markets
tavour the spread of mnationalism and chauvinism among the
ruling nations. In Germany a wave of chauvinist sentiments
and passions has arisen out of the hatred which has accumu-
lated against the humiliating and predatory conditions of
the Versailles peace treaty, and out of the impotent desire for
“revenge” combined with fear of the prospects of the further
decline and collapse of German ecapitalism. In France,
chauvinism is cloaked by the slogan of “safety of the fron-
tuers’.', in Great Britain, by ‘the theory of “unity of the
Empire”, in Japan, by the pan-Asiatic idea, in Italy, by the
theory of over-population, etc. A stubborn struggle must be
carried on everywhere for internationalism and against the
dangerous ideology of chauvinism, and account must be taken
of the peculiar character and the special forms of chauvinism
in each separate country. . ‘ ‘.

3. Both fascism and social fascism ¢social democracy)
stand for the maintenance and the strengthening of capitalism
and bourgeois dictatorship, but from this position they each
adopt different tactical views. In view of the fact that the
position of the ruling bourgeoisie of every country is one of
inherent contradictions at the present time, whieh compels
them now and again to manoeuvre between a ecourse for
determined struggle against their enemies at home and abroad,
and  the more prudent course, this inherent contradiction in
the position of the hourgeoisie is also refleeted in the difference
in the positions taken up by fascism and social-fascism. The
social-fascists prefer a moderate and “lawful” application
of bourgeois class coercion, because they do not want to
contract the basis of the bourgeois dictatorship; they guard its
“democratic” drapings, and strive chiefly to preserve its
parliamentary forms, for without these, the social-fascists
would be hampered in carrying out their special function of
deceiving the working masses. At the same time, the social-
fascists restrain the workers from revolutionary action against
the capitalist offensive and growing fascism, play the part of
a screen behind which the fascists are able to organise their
forces, and build the road for the faseists dietatorship.

4. To the extent that the economic policy of monopolist
capital is adapted to the special conditions ana difficulties of
the economic crisis, social democracy adapts its ideology to
the requirements of the crisis policy of the finanecial
oligarchy. The social-democratic leaders are again unearthing
their threadbare slogans of the nationalisation of certain
branches of industry. In reality, in capitalist countries, the
nationalisation of private enterprises is not increasing. On
the contrary, state and municipal undertakings are being
handed over to private capital. In those places where so-called
state interference does exist, state subsidies and other govern-
ment measures are employed, not for the purpose of
establishing state control over private monopolies, but for the
purpose of establishing the direct control of the private mono-
polists over the state. The leaders of the II, International not
only disguise, but even give direct suport to this policy of
Finance oligarchy (in the name of “Socialism”!) and invent
new theories for its justification. They even draw up for the
bourgeoisie ultra-reactionary schemes of forced labour and
present these quack schemes as plans to establish socialism
under capitalism. .

5. The mass influence of the social-fascists has declined.
For that very reason their manoeuvres have become more
energetic and varied (leading the strikes with the aim of
throttling them, in some cases even demonstrative declaration
of general strikes, sham fight against fascism, for peace, in
defence of the U.S.S.R., etc.). In these manoeuvres particular
zeal is desplayed by the “left” social democratic groups, who
simultaneously carry on a frenzied campaign of slander
against the Communist Party and the U.S.S.R. Only by
taking fully into account the variety of the forms wof.the
policy and manoeuvres of the social-fascists in all their con-
creteness will the Communists be able really to expose and
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isolate the social-fascists. Only by directing the main blows
against social democracy, this social mainstay of the bour-
geoisie—will it be possible to strike at and defeat the chief
class enemy of the proletariat—the bourgeoisie. And only by
strict differentiation between social democratic leaders and
workers will the Communists be able, by means of the united
front from below, to break down the wall which often sepa-
rates them from the social democratic workers.

IV. The development of the revolutionary upsurge and the
preparation for the struggle for the dictatorship of the’
! proletariat.

1. The growth of the revolutionary upsurge has become
particularly® evident since the XI. Plenum of the E.C.C.IL in
the following: countries:

China: A mass upsurge of the anti-imperialist struggle,
the development of the Soviet movement and great successes
of the heroic Chinese Red Army. Spain: a rapid growth of
the: mass movement with the tendency to develop into a
popular armed uprising. Poland: a wave of mass strikes,
numerous militant actions by the peasants, and the rise of
a new wave of the national revolutionary movement in the
outlying regions of the country. Germany: an increase in the
mass influence of the Communist Party; social-democratic
workers, in spite of their. leaders, have begun to resist the
terror of fascist gangs. Great Britain: strike in the Navy;
turbulent workers’ demonstrations in Autumn 1931 and the
strike movement in Lancashire. Czechoslovakia: general
miners’ strike in North Bohemia and a revolutionary move-
ment of the workers and peasants in Carpatho-Ukraine.
France: big strikes in the North; disruption of the military
air manoeuvres. U.S.A.: big strikes and unemployed demon-
strations, the march of the war veterans to Washington and
the militant actions of the farmers. Belgium: the General
Miners’ strike, which is of foremost international importance.
In most capitalist countries, the strike struggles were accom-
panied by fierce clashes with the police and strike-breakers.
Japan: the militancy of the workers, peasants, soldiers and
students has broken through the military and police terror.
India: an increase of revolutionary unrest in the towns and
villages, and stubborn mass strikes. In many countries the
struggles of the proletariat is inter-woven with the mass
revolutionary fights of the peasants.

2. During this period the Communist Parties have increas-
ed their strength. In Germany, the Party achieved great suc-
cesses in the last Reichstag elections, and the anti-fascist
struggle is developing under the leadership of the Party on
the basis of the united front from below. A growth of the
mass influence of the Communist Parties is observed in
China, Poland and Bulgaria. In France, in spite of the fact
that the Communist Party lost considerably in the Parlia-
mentary elections and that the' membership of the Unitary
Confederation of Labour has declined, there is a considerable
upsurge of the revolutionary anti-war, movement. In a number
of countries (Czechoslovakia, Spain, Finland) development is
uneven as between district and district. Despite the weakness
of the mass influence of the Communist Parties in a number
of countries, the Communists in all parts of the capitalist
world, in n#merous fights and trials, under conditions of
merciless terror, have shown themselves to be courageous and
truly revolutionary, advanced fighters of the proletariat.

3. The end of capitalist stabilisation, the rapidly growing
pre-requisites of a revolutionary crisis in a number of capital-
ist states, and the international situation in general, sharply
raises the problem of solving the main task of the Commun-
ist Parties at the present time, i. e., of preparing the work-
ing class and the exploited masses, in the course of the
economic and political struggles, for the impending fight for
power, for the dictatorship of the proletariat. Precisely be-
cause little time remains before the revolutionary crisis
matures it is necessary, without losing a moment, to intensify
and accelerate our bolshevist mass work to win over the
majority of the working class, to increase the revolutionary
activity of the working class. The opponents of the revolution-
ary movement have not yet lost the support of an enormous
section of organised and unorganised workers, and this cir-
cumstance, which enables them to impede the revolutionisation
of the proletariat, constitutes the fundamental danger from
the point of view of preparing for the victory of the proleta-
riat. Hence the necessity for really carrying out the task of
winning over the majority of the working class,—which was
put in the forefront at the X. and XI. Plenums of the E.C.C.L

. 4. The successful accomplishment of this task requires
that every Communist Party shall establish, extend and
strengthen permament and intimate contaets with the
majority of the workers, wherever workers may be found.
For this it is first of all necessary: a) to organise on a sound
basis constant Bolshevik work among non-Communist work-
ers in the factories, in the reformist and other trade unions,
and among the unemployed and systematically to expose the
treachery of the social-democratic and reformist leaders, and
to win over the workers who have come under the influence
of the fascists; b) to defend the everyday interests of the
workers, to be able to respond to every attack of the class
enemy, always putting forward concrete slogans as will
effectively mobilise the masses for struggle; systematically to
pursue the policy of the united frent from below, to establish
an alliance between the proletariat and the small farmers,
to draw into the struggle the office workers and exploited
sections of the urban petty-bourgeoisie under the leadership
of the proletariat; c) to strength the Communist Party itself,
by training cadres, who are closely connected with the masses
and trusted by them.

5. In the practical work of our Parties it is necessary to
put an end to ‘a number of repeated weaknesses and mistakes
which hinder the development of their mass work. The chief
of these shortcomings and mistakes are as follows: most of
our Party workers are isolated from the reformist and.other
non-Communist workers; work in the reformist unions meets
with actual resistance; agitation is abstract and stereotyped,
and this applieg also to the press, and especially to slogans;
there is a lack of ability to defend in a practical manner
the vital interests of the workers and to take advantage of
practical causes which specially excite the workers, for the
purpose of organising the activity of really broad masses,
using various forms of the struggle according to the situation:
there is a lack of bold application of the forms and methods
of proletarian democracy for the purpose of building up the
united front from below; and on the other hand, there is an
opportunist slurring over of differences of principle when
applying the tactics of the united front; there is a lack of
ability to combine the struggle against the employers, the
government and the fascists, with the struggle for winning
the workers away from - the influence of the soecial-fascist
agents of the bourgeoisie; there are shortcomings and
mistakes in the tactice and strategy of strikes; there is a lack
of ability to develop the movement of the broad masses from
comnarativelv elementary movements to higher aund higher
formg of struggle, big economic and political strikes and
other revolutionary actions.

U. 1ne ais rlenum emphasised the importance and the
urgent necessity of overcoming these shortcomings and
mistakes in the practice of the Communist Parfies. There
must be determined dissociation from Right opportunist
“tail’sm” which frequently manifests itself in capitulatory
moods, in disbelief in the possibility of revolutionising the
reformist working masses, and from “left” opportunist sub-
jectivism which wishes to substitute for the necessary, diffi-
cult work of the Bolshevik education and mobilisation of the
masses and of really developing these struggles by the
organisation and the winning of the leadership of the
everyday struggle of the workers and peasants by empty
phrases about developing revolutionary struggles. The correct
Bolshevik mass policy can be carried out only in an irrecon-
cilable struggle against the Right opportunism as the chief
danger and against “Left” deviations. from the line of fhe
Comintern,

The present situation is pregnant with unexpected out-
breaks and sharp turns of events. This makes it necessary for
every Communist Party to be prepared to change the forms
and methods of struggle in the event of a rapid revolutioni-
sation of the situation, and if sufficient contacts with the
masses are lacking, to secure in the process of the struggle
itself, the establ’'shment and strengthening of contact with
the majority of workers,

V. The Immediate Tasks of the Sections of the C. L

1. The general task of the Comintern and its sections in
all capitalist countries at the present time is 1o wage a
concrete struggle. 1) Against the capitalist offensive; 2) aga-
inst fascism and reaction; 3) Against the impending iinperi-
alist war and intervention in the Soviet Union.
" The proper conduct of this struggle against the offensive
of the bourgeoisie is closely linked up with the winning over
of the majority of the working class, the undermining and
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smashing of the mass influence of social democracy. The
main -link which the Communist Parties must seize upon
in- solving thig problem 'is the struggle for the- everyday
economie and political ‘interests of the broad masses against
~ the increasing poverty, agaipst oppression, violences and

terror. This is particularly important in the conditions of
the end of capitalist stabilisation, of the sharp contraection of
the material basis of reformism  and the cynical- betrayal
of -the interests of the workers by social democracy and
when the struggle for the elementary needs of the masses
brings- the masses into conflict with the very foundations of
the existence of capitalism. Only by relying on the struggle
for the everyday interests of the masses can the Communist

Parties defend and strengthen -the position of the working
class, and lead it up to ever higher forms of struggle and

to. the decisive battles for the dictatorship of the proletariat.
When the proper conditions for it exist; the preparations and'
calling of a mass political strike is one of the most essential

and immediate links in.the revolutionary struggle of the:

proletariat. It is necessary to conduct svstematic propaganda
about the proletarian dictatorship and to popularise the
Soviet. Union, where the proletariat is successfully building a
classless socialist society. = . -

2. The specific tasks of the major Communist Parties-are
as follows: i : . o

. C. P. of Germany: To mobilise the vast masses of toilers in
defence of their vital interests, against the bandit policy of
monopolist capital, against fascism, against the emergency
_deerees, -against nationalism and chauvinism, and by developing
economic  and political - strikes, by ‘struggle for prolet-
arian internationalism, by means of demonstrations, to lead
the masses to the point of the general political strike: to win
over the bulk of the social democratic masses, and definitely
overcome the weaknesses of trade union work.. The ehief
slogan which the C.P.G. must put forward to offset the slogan
of the faseist dietatorship (the “Third Empire™) and the slogan
of the social democratic party (The: “Second Republic”) is the
slogan ‘ofi the workers and peasants republic, i. e.:Socialist
Soviet Germany,> which will guarantee the possibility of the
voluntary affiliation of ‘the people of Austria and other
German territories. ‘ ) ST

C.P..of France: To turn its work in the direction ‘of
defending the interests of the workers and peasant masses
(fight against wage cuts, for social insurance, for immediate
relief -for the unemployed, against the burden of taxes, ete.)
and to link up this defence with the struggle against_the Ver-
sailles system, against the subjection of Alsace—ILorrding and
the colonies, and against the war policy of”French?imperiat
lism, To re-orientate the Party, the Unitary trade unions and
the Young Communist Leagues in this direction; to overcome
the sectarianism -of its young cadres by persistent mass work,
and re-educate them on the basis of a broad policy of elections
and of winning the confidence of the rank and file masses,
and patiently and tirelessly fight for the liberation of the syn-
dicalist and socialist workers from their reformist, parliament-
ary and pacifist illusions. ‘

C.P. of Poland: To widen the. front of economic and
political strikes; destroy the mass influence of the P.P.S, to
lead the peasant activities throughout Poland; to overcome
the weakness of the Party in the big factories, on the rail-
toads and in the army. If suitable conditions arise, the Party
must take the initiative in calling a general strike. It must
mobilisé the broad masses of town and country against the
criminal policy of anti-Soviet war and conduet a persistent
ideological struggle against the nationalist prejudices of the
Polish workers, peasants and the petty-bourgeoisie.

C. P. of Czechoslovakia: To further develop economic and -

political struggles on the basis of the united front from
below, linking up this struggle with the exposure of the role
of the Czechoslovakian government as the tool of French
imperialism. Intensify the struggle against social democraey,
systematically overcome all tendencies towards passivity and
“tailism”, win the leadership of the struggles and organisation-
ally consolidate the mass influence the Communist Party and
the Red Trade Unions have won in the course of the struggles.
C.P. of Ttaly: The Party must come out from underground
by. developing the mass struggle against the fascist dictator-
ship on the basis of the defence of the everyday interests of
the toilers, taking advantage of fascist meetings, organising
impromptu .meetings in the. factories, penetrating into the
fascist trade unions, cultural and. cooperative organisations,
preparing and carrying on strikes ahd. demonstrations., Mass
illegal work must be increased to the maximum extént,

‘C.P: of Spain: Steering a course for the:dictatorship of’
the proletariat and the peasants in the form of Soviets, the
Party must:create basic organisational ‘strongholds for - the
mass movement of the toilers in the form of factory com-
mittees, unemployed committees, peasant committees, elected
committees of soldiers; it must overcome sectarian aloofness
and anarchist habits of work. e

C. P. of Great Britain: A sharp turn must be made towards
work in the reformist trade unions and in the factories, and
to rouse the working masses, on the basis of the united front
from below, for a struggle::1. against the new capitalist
offensive on the wages of the workers and unemployment
insurance benefits; 2. against the government poMey of sup-
porting and encouraging the anti-Soviet aggression of
Japanese and French imperialism; 8. for the independence of
the British colomies and Ireland, : \ .

C.P.of ‘U.S.A. The American Party must mobilise the
masses and concentrate chiefly on the struggle 1. for soeial
inspurance, against wage cuts; for immediate assistance for
the unemployed, 2. for assistance for the ruined farmers;
3. for equal rights for the Negroes and the right of self-
determination “for the: Black Belt; 4. for the defence of the
Chinese People and the Soviet Union. It is necessary to carry
out the decision on the:turn in the work of the Party and the
Trade Unfion Unity Leagus. . . :

C.P. of Japan: The Japanese Party has the task of trans-
forming its struggle against war and the seizure of the ter-
ritory of China into a real mass movement of the workers and
peasants, linking it up closely with the struggle for the im-
mediate needs of the masses, Workers' and Peasants’ Self-
defence Committees and the combined action of villages must
he organised against the forcible collection of rents and taxes
from the peasants and the seizure of land from tenants; the
Party must explain to the ‘masses the necessity for a
revolutionary struggle for the confiscation of the land of the
landlords without compensation for the benefit of the
peasants. . ' )

C. P. of China: 1. To mobilise the masses under the slogan
of the national revolutionary struggle 'against the ‘Japamese
and other imperialists and for the independence and: integrity
of China; 2. to develop and unite the Soviet territories,” to:
strengthen the Red Army; 3. to fight for the overthrow -of the
Kuomintang regime; 4. to pursue ‘a resolute policy of eonvert-
ing the Red trade unions into mass organisations, to win ever
the workers belonging to the Kuomintang unions;. 5. to develop

" the guerilla movement, putting forward in Manchuria slogans

calling for the formation of peasant committees, for boycott-
ing taxes and government decrees, the confiscation of the
property of the agents of the imperialists, the establishment
of an elected people’s government; 6. the popularisation of
the achievements of the Soviet districts and the slogan of the
fraternal alliance of the workers and peasants of China
with the U.S.S.R. o : Pl
C. P. of India: To sirengthen the Communist Party, polit-
lcally and organisationally; to train Bolshevik cadres, to wage
a stubborn struggle in the reformist trade unions,.develop a
wide anti-imperialist fromnt, to liberate the masses from the
influence of the National Congress, to miake agitational and
organisational preparations for a general strike, to give the
greatest possible support to. the peasant movement for the
non-payment of taxes, rent and debts, 1o popularise the basic
slogang and tasks of thé agrarian revolution. P L
3. In regard to organisation, the chief tasks of the sections
of the C.I are: a) carefully, to conceal the Communist nuclei
inthe faetories, combining. this with fearless mass work;
voiwbe i ¢) to wage- as determined struggle against. provoca-
tion in:all. forms; d) to tfake measures to ensure.that the
Party can -promptly pass to-an illegal basis in case of neces-
sity; .e) to-transform -the Party. press imto real mass organs
which must deal with all questions that concern the workers
in simple language intelligible to-the workers; f) There must
be-a thorough elimination from the leadership of-all branches
of Party work of Super-Centralism, of the meréd issiing of
orders. The maintenance of a big central apparatus while the
local organisations are bereft of forces must not be permitted.
The E.C.CIL insists on the Y.CIL. being converted into a
real mass organisation, and imposes on' all the Communist
Parties the duty of securing an improvement in the political
mass” work -among  the youth and the strengthening of the
Party. leadership of the work.of.the Y.C.L..Equally;. the Com-
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intern insists on: the conversion of the sports leagues, and the
LL.D.. (LR.A) into real mass organisations. Once and for all
an end. must be .put to the underestimation of work among
' proletarian women, which is specially important at the present
time. Working women must be mobilised on the basis of
delegate meetings. This work being regarded as general
Party work. A chain of Party schools must be organised for
the purpose of educating the newly recruited Party members
‘and the new Cadres who must also be drawn into the everyday
revolutionary work among the broad masses,
Inner Party democracy, Bolshevik self-criticism, the
discussion of the most important political problems in the
“lower Party organisations, concrete leadership of their work,
all ‘this must be the basis of all Party activity. This also is
a necessary condition for strengthening iron Bolshevik discip-
- line in the ranks of the Party. .
A relentless struggle must be waged against all distortions
of Marxigsm-Leninism, .for the purity of Party theory in the
spirit outlined in Comrade Stalin’s letter. Propa.ganda. must

be carried on for the principles of Communism, the dictat-
orship of the proletariat. and the Soviet State.

The erisis has shaken the capitalist system to its very
foundations. In the Soviet Union socialism is achieving vie-
tories of world historic 1>mp0rtance The forees of social revo-
lution are growing and rising the world over. But at the same
time the attack of world counter-revolution is becoming
fiercer. The imperialist governments are ready to plunge the
nations into the most criminal of all criminal, predatory wars.

The Sections of the C.I. must answer this challenge of
the world bourgeoisie by intensifying to the utmost their
Bolshevik work, by hastening the revolutionisation of the
broad masses, de:velo,pinlg and leading the class struggles of

‘the toilers on the basig of the united front from below, by

leading the working «class to mass political strikes, winning
over the majority of the working class and directing the
whole movement of the exploited classes and the oppressed
peoples along the channel of the world socialist revolution.

The Situation of the WorkingMasses in the Capitalist eountr’ies

The Situation of the Working Class in Austrla.

By Guido Zamis (Vienna).

3. Howl the Industrial Workers Starve.

Many unemployed "in Austria to-day—perhaps half the
total number—do not receive any unemployment benefit,

If an unemployed worker has not worked twenty, or in
some cases twenty-six, weeks without interruption before his
discharge, he has no claim whatever to unemployment benefit.
After having drawn benefit for 12 weeks, however, an un-
employed worker, in order to be able to draw emergency
benetit, must prove that during the past ten years he has been
engaged for at least five as an industrial worker. As a result of
this provision all young workers are excluded from emergency
benefit. Further, seasonal workers are excluded from emer-
gency relief. (although among this category of workeérs—
building workers, waiters, tailors etc.—une‘mployment is just
as’ rampant as among others) as also 'are those who happen
to have any relations still earning a few pence., The Industrial
Distriet Commission, consisting of an equal number of social
democratic trade union secretaries and employers’ represen-
tatives under the chairmanship of an official, will declare in
such cases that “here there is no actual distreéss”. Finally,
any unemployed worker will be struck off emergency benefit
if he has been drawmg it too long. If he has been unable to
fmd any work. in the meantime, it is of course his own fault.

. Among the unemployed who do not receive any benefit
are also those young lads and girls who have never had any
work;’ Whose unemployment commenced with the day they left
school :

In the larger munieipalities these unemployed workers
who receive no benefit apply from time to time to the Poor
Law ‘authorities for a little relief. But this does not amount
to moré than a beggar’s dole. In Donavitz, for example, the
centre 'of the Styrian. heavy industry, an unmarried un-
employed who has run out of benefit gets two Austrian shil-
‘lings a ‘ménth.’ Ini other places it is somewhat more. In
Vienna, however, in “Red Vienna”, this Potemkin village of
the ‘Second Internatmnal an unemployed worker who has
run out of benefit receives a whole shilling a month! The town
council of Salzburg, on the other hand, under ‘the pressure
of .the hunger march organised by the Communists on 3lst
July, decided to- grant to all unemployed who have run out
of. .benefit- relief amounting to 6 shillings, with 3 shillings
allowance for the wife and 3 shillings for each child. This,
however, is only. an.exceptional case, and even then the relief
granted hardly suffices to stave off starvation.

A worker who has migrated from a rural district to the
town receives no. relief whatever in the event of his running
out. of benefit. This is done in order to drive the unemployed
back to ‘their native villages. and thus depress the wages of
the dgricultural workers. This is .called reagrarlamsmg

The only rellei afforded in the villages, even in the best ..
cases, ,consists in; sending . the unemployed to-the big peasants,

for whom they have to work, receiving only board and lodging

in return, or they are set to perform public work for which
they receive only their food.

There are, however, also small industrial districts in
which relief is no longer paid out to anybody, as the munieci-
pahty is bankrupt.

1t is obvious that nobody can live on the beggarly relief

provided by the: poor law authorities. The question therefore
fixmsgs how do hundreds of thousahds of people in Austria
ive

The young workers go on tramp. They take to the road

and beg their way from village.to village, singing or playing
music.; As, however, there are already too many roaming the
countrysmle, many remain in the town and sing in the streets
with voices .grown hoarse from . privation. When they "are
taken up by the police, they are punished by the Vienna
social . democratic .authorities “for performing din publie
without a license”. Others go about selling posteards, matches,
or boot laces. -
. For these unemployed who are delwered over to starvation
there is nothing left but to steal. Prisons are unable to
frighten them, as there they at least get regulér meals. Thus
the peasants are robbed of potatoes and fruit. In Vienna
there are people who pick up a living by sneaking into the
central cattle market and there either secretly pull the
bristles out of the pigs, which they sell to the brush makers,
or milk the cows. In addition, on the frontiers of Austria
smuggling is being earried on as never before.

What proportion these unemployed workers who are
deprived of benefit constitute of the total population is shown
by the case of Neunkirchen, This is a small town of about
13,000 inhabitants, the centre of a considerable industrial
distriet situated. about.an hour’s train journey from Vienna.
Here thére 'are 1,700 unemployed in receipt. of municipal
rélief, As the greater part of them are married, together with
their families they must number about 5,000. To this number
are to be added about 500 unemployed who are receiving no
relief, many of whom, however, have {families, parents or
other relatives to mamtaln We should not be overestimating
if we say that half of the population are directly hit by un-
employment.

Of the-unemployed 300 go every week to the villages
hawking. The young people go away on Monday, returning
home Friday or Saturday. The fathers of the- families go
out each day, returning late at night. The shoe laces or other
articles which they take with them are of course only a
flimsy cloak for actual hegging. These 300 people, together
with their families; are maintained by the peasants 111 the
surroundlng distriet.

.. Their food consists in ‘the, mornmg and evening of malt
coffee and bread which. they have mandged to beg, at.dinner

time tof hominy, petatoes or cabbage, Most of this ‘is gerved
~dp Without any fat. These people never see flour or meat, ex-
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cept when they occasionally manage to catch a cat or a dog.
Cats’ and dogs’ flesh has already become a delicacy in the
hunger districts of Austria.

The results of  this chronic wholesale starvation are
‘already to be seen in the outbreaks of diseases which ac-
company starvation, The doctors record a large increase of
tuberculosis. Hallucinations and insanity as a result of hunger
have become quite commeon.

Dr. Paul Habetin, the head of the tuberculosis clinic in
Wiener Neustadt, writing in a Vienna daily, stated:

“In the tuberculosis clinic we have very many and
relatively serious cases of late, There are several reasons
for this. First, it is a consequence of the bad nourishment
owing to economic conditions. Another ‘factor is that,
owing to unemployment, people can no longer contribute
to the health insurance funds and therefore are no longer
.able to receive expert medical advice and treatment.
Therefore the cases which we have to deal with in the
tuberculosis clinic are more serious than formerly. What
I say here from my experience regarding tuberculosis
applies also, of course, to other ailments.”

That is how industrial workers and employees, together
with their families, are starving in the heart of Europe a
few miles from the so-called “cultural centres” of capitalism.

4. Wage Reductions and Short Time in the
Factories.

The standard of living of the employed workers in
Austria is also being lowered as a result of the terrible un-
employment. There is hardly an employed worker who has
not in one form or another to support one or several un-
employed members of his family or relatives. This circum-
stance plays a great role on the occasion of wage reductions.

In many branches of industry the number of employed
workers is not even half the normal number. And the wages
with which these workers have to bear the whole burden of
the crisis are being constantly reduced, so that they have
reached an unexampled low level in Central Europe.

The year 1931 brought an average wage reduction of -

10 per cent. The social democeratic Vienna municipal council
also did not lag behind in this general offensive against the
standard of living of the workers, and cut down the annual
bonuses of the gas workers and tramway workers by 25 per
cent. and at the same time increased the contributions to the
pension fund by 3 per cent.

In the period from the end of 1931 to the beginning of
1932 the State put through a number of wage cuts affecting
the railway workers. The latest cut was as high as 21 per cent.
for certain grades.

Thus at the end of December last the wages of workers
in the most important branches of industry in Vienna were
ag follows:

In the building industry a bricklayer earned 80.64 shil-
lings a week, a labourer 61.92 shillings and a woman labourer
4224 shllhngs In the brickmaking industry male workers
earned only 34.56 shillings and female workers 23.42 shillings.
Young male workers earned only 19.58 shillings and young
women workers only 15.26 shillings.

The workers in the metal industry have always been
among the best paid workers. In the Vienna iron works and
in the electric industry a fitter earned 56.16 shillings, a fitter’s
mate 50.40 shillings, an unskilled labourer 45.12 Shillings and
a woman worker over 20, 28.80 shillings.

Conditions are still worse, however, in the clothing and
iextile industry. In Vienna a gentlemen’s tailor earng 48.31
shillings to 68.09 shillings according to the class of trade his
firm is engaged in. A tailoress, however, earns only 28.80 to
42,72 shillings. It must not be forgotten that these are
seasonal earnings and that most tailoresses are out of work
the greater part of the year.

The minimum wages according to agreement in the spin-
ning mills were as follows at the énd of 1931: spinners 31.68,
card-room workers 22.08, piecers 21.60, assistants 26.88, women
assistants 21.60. Actual earnings, however, are considera-bly
lower owing to short time, Here the employers have achieved
their ideal: men and women workers are employed at rates of

pay which are scarcely higher than unemployment benefit.
The christian-socialist ‘Relchspost which certainly cannot
be described as bemg prejudiced in favour of the workers,
wrote as follows in August last regardmg the misery of the
textile workers:

“Textile workers who have to hve on then‘ -earnings

live in miserable dwellings. The living conditions are on ‘

a par with the housing condxtlons Breakfast consists in
most . cases of a mixture called “black coffee”, with very
little sugar. Milk is a rarity and of bread there is very
little. Many workers take their dinner, consisting of
coffee with bread, sometimes bread and dripping or
potatoes without fat and some vegetables, with them to
work. Meat and puddings are a rarity, and are regarded
as a delicacy. Towards the end of the week there is often
not a bit of bread in the house, :

“One must not imagine, however, that money comes
into the house on pay day, In most cases the family have
obtained food ete. on credit from the local shopkeeper
during the week so that nearly the whole of the wages
has to gao to pay off this debt. In most cases, the earnings
are too little to cover the whole debt. Many ‘workers have
in this way become hopelessly involved in a system of
debts.

“In regard to clothing, they are often unable to pur-
chase the most necessary and cheapest. When clothes must
be bought, they have to resort to the instalment system.
It often happens that an article of clothing is absolutely
worn out before it has been paid for.

A woman textile worker working a 40-hour week
earns to-day on an average 17.40 shillings. This sum has
to -suffice to pay the rent, food, clothing and meet all
other outgoings. Nevertheless a further wage cut is
contemplated. In 90 to 100 cases the woman worker is
one of the breadwinners of the family, often the only
breadwinner. A male worker earns on an average 23.60 a
week, or 3.60 shillings a day. It is quite obvious that it is
impossible to maintain a family on this sum.”

The figures quoted above in regard to wages are taken
mainly from the statistics at the end of 1931. Since then,
however, the employers have made further attacks on the
standard of living of the workers. Wage cuts have been car-
ried out in one branch of industry after the other. The wages
of pastry-codks have been reduced on an average by 25 per
cent: in the Spring the building workers suffered wage cuts
ranging from 5 to 25 per cent; the hotel employees had wage
cuts averaging 8 per cent. the textile factory of Jenny &
Schindler in Telfs, in which a woman worker, After 14 days
strenous piece WOI‘k earned at the most 30 to 45 shillings,
piece-work rates were reduced in June by 30 per cent.
According to the statistics of the Innshruck Chamber of La-
bour, wages in Tyrol were reduced as follows: building trade,
skilled workers, 10 per cent, labourers 5.4 per cent; chemical
industry, 6.5 per cent; metal industry 8 per cent; food in-
dustry 8 per eent; glass industry 8 per cent.

All these are only examples which are not complete but
serve to give an idea of the general tendency, Now, however,
a fresh general wage reduction is threatened as a result of
the submission of the Austrian Government to the dictates
of French finance capital at Lausanne. The Government in-
tends to bring the value of the shilling up to the gold stan-
dard. How that is to be achieved was stated by the represen-
tative of the Finance Commission of the League of Nations
in Austria in his last report:

“Should it be the desire of the population-to retain
the gold standard of the shilling under all circumstances,
then a drastic deflation policy, which must include a re-
duction of the salaries and a lowering of the price level,
will be inevitable.”

In the government organs (see “Relchspost” of Sep-
tember 7) there has already commenced a campaign against
“excessively high prices”. We know from ‘experience that talk
of reducing prices is the prelude to wage cuts. At the same
time, however, Lausanne means a general increase of prices
for the working population of Austria owing to the increase
of taxes and customs duties,
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