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The Soviet Union -
and the World Proletariat.

By D. S. Manuilski (Moscow).
Report Delivered at the XII. Plenum of the E.C.C.L

I The Main Facts of World Historical
Importance.

As we know, our epoch of war and prloletarlan revolu-
tions is characterised by the fact that the struggle between

e two systems—the dying world of capitalism and the
rlsmg world of socialism—is becoming the key point of world
politics and world economy. In the light of this struggle the
political parties, their programmes, their methods of leading
the masses, their words and their deeds are tested. Political
doctrines pass from the sphere of demagogic promises into
actual practice, which the masses perceive by their concrete
egperience. It is precisely the present universal crisis in
the world of capitalism and the successes of socialist con-
struction in the first land of proletarian dictatorship which
open up for the proletarian masses a wide field for observa-
tion, reflection, the weighing of facts and for making politi-
cal deductions. The masses are now passing through a great
political school, but they are passing through it by peculiar
paths, correspondmg to their ,,national” conditions. One of
the tasks of' this Plenum is to assist the toiling masses of

all oapltahst countries to give form to the doubt Whlch is
rising in their minds about traditional “common sense”, to
compel them to ponder all the historical events of the post-,
war epoch.

This period has been inexhaustibly rich in experience,
comrades. There is not only the experience of the prolet-
arian revolution in Russia in 1917, but also the experience of
revolution in Austria and Germany, the experience of so-call-
ed “democratic socialism” in all its varieties—political
democracy, industrial democracy, constructive socialism; the
experience of coalition governments and the experience of
labour governments without coalitions, the experience of the
so-called winning of the majority by legal, parliamentary
methods, and the experience of dictatorship. Whatever
country you look at provides a great lesson for the WOI‘]JdI
proletariat.

Tdke for example U.S.A., the most classleal land of the
dictatorship of the borurgemsle in the form of bourgeois
democracy, where the bourgeoisie govern without even
requiring the services of their scabby social-democracy. The
bourgeoisie of the U.S.A. prided themselves on the fact that



914 |

International Press Correspondence

No. 46 .

S R A R R RS P S I SN FOT S NV IR e f o i b
the U.S.A. was the incarnation of reason, justice and the
eternity of the capitalist .system, that all their experience
refuted the socialist ravings of the European fantasts, that
the U.S.A. had po sogial problem, that it was ‘not only. the
land of the highest profits but, also. of the highest. wages,
that in the U.S,A. every. European emigrant, like Napoleon’s
soldiers, had a millignairg’s baton in his knapsack, that there
was not, is not and will never be a class struggle in the
U.S.A., that the U.S.A. had eternal prosperity. Who, even
among the most shameless apologists of capitalism, would
dare to.repeat these assertions, which have been refuted by
the whole course of events of the world crisis, in the United
States to-day, in this land where the working class in actual
fact is absolutely deprived of rights?

Or take Great Britain, this living example of the bank-

ruptey of the idea of the prosperity of a country pursuing an
imperjalist, predatory policy. Precisely at this time, when
the bourgeoisie of all, capitalist countries, and Japan
especially, are calling for 'a way out of the crisis by means
of war, by seizing new territories, by enslaving new peoples,
the experience of Great Britain shouts to the toiling masses
of all countries against this panacea with which the ruling
classes still fool the working masses. Great Britain has car-
ried on war, it has seized and plundered hundreds of millions
of foreign peoples, has subjected whole continents, but this
has not saved her from decay, which commenced long before
the present world ecrisis. But the experience of ‘Great Britain
is also the experience of two labour (sic!) governments, the
governments of Mr. MacDonald, who, unlike us Soviet
Bolsheviks, the advocates of proletarian dictatorship, put
intg practice his “programme of constructive socialism”. We
will say nothing about the first labour government; it is
sufficient to recall the work of Mr. MacDonald’s last labour
. government to. realise what this programme means: an at-
tack along the whole front on the wages of the British
working eclass, the reduction of the unemployment- dole, the
crushing of strikes, air bombardments and gallows in India,
and the open desertion of the most prominent leaders of the
so-called Labour Party to the camp of the Conservatives.

And do we not get an instructive lessonm from the post-
war politics of the biggest Party in the IL. International,
the German Soecial-Democratic Party? The German Social-
Democrats rose to power on the revolutionary wave of 1918,
For years they had fooled the workers with promises to
bring about socialism by democratic methods. They demanded
the greatest sacrifices from the masses for the sake of the
triumph of the ,democratic” method. In practice their whole
policy was food and drink for fascism. For years they had
been paving the way for it piecemeal by. their policy of the
“lesser evil” until they finally surrendered all power to it
without the slightest attempt at resistance. -Freneh social-
democracy regarded the Versailles system the “natural right”
of French imperialism to exploit Germany, the whole of
Central and Eastern Europe and their colonies, a guarantee
of a privileged position for the upper circles of the French

labour aristocracy. As a matter of fact, we see the complete,

bankruptey of the Versailles system, and of the Dawes and
Young plans, and the collapse of the legend about the impos-
sibility of an economie crisis in France.

Let . us next take fascism, the spread of which in the
capitalist states indicates that there are large masses who
still believe in the possibility of finding a way out of the
present crisis along ecapitalist lines. But has not fascism,
which has. celebrated its tenth anniversary in Italy, brought
in its trail, in addition to bloody persecution, unprecedented
destitution for the masses? Has not unbridled reaction in
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Hungary, in Spain  prior to the
overthrow of Primo de Rivera’s military dictatorship, shown
the millions of workers and peasants of Europe what fascism
brings them when it is vietorious? Finally, no unimportant
lesson is to. be drawn from Spain with regard to the
anarchist and the anarcho-syndicalist leadership of the work-
ing class in the Revolution. In words the anarchists in that
country appeared as enemies of the bourgeois State, but both
in words and in deeds they were the enemies of the revolu-
tionary methods of the proletarian dictatorship. And this is
why their leadership led the heroic working class of Spain
from defeat 1o . defeat—they disarmed the workers both
politically and organisationally ahd put them at the merey
of the Spanish counter-revolution. Such are only a few of

the  facts of the development of a few of the ecapitalist
countries. P
. In the main, these facts can be summed up. as being:
an extended attack upon the working class, fascism, war.
And on the hackground of these facts the main achieve- .
ments in the development of the land of proletarian dictator-
ship during the past few years. Facts which to g vast extent
foster the growing revolutiomary upsurge of the working
class stand out in most striking relief. To-day the delegation
of the CP.S.U. in the Comintern desires to present these
facts to the XIL -Plenum of the E.C.CI. ‘ ‘ ;

In this lies the sense and significance of the report om
the achievements of the first Five-Year Plan and the per:
spectives of the second Five-Year Plan. Despite the fact that
the fourth and final year has not yet ended, we are able, to
state with conviction to-day that.in the main the toiling
masses of the U.S.S.R., under the leadership of the C.P.S.1J,
will. fulfil the Five-Year Plan in four years, that only the
successful fulfilment of the first Five-Year Plan enables the
C.P.S.U. to map out for the second Five-Year Plan such truly
stupendous tasks as the complete reconstruction of the whole
of national economy, raising the standards of the toilers
three-fold and the construction of classless, socialist society.
It is no easy task to build a classless society, a society in
which all will be engaged in socialist labour; to do this in
conditions of savage capitalist encirclement! It is no easy
task to build this society in the historical period when mil-
lions in the capitalist world, as the result of the crisis, are
being squeezed out of the process of production, are being
declassed. doomed to destitution, to starvation, and  exter-
mination, when the class gulf in the camp of capitalism is
becoming wider and deeper, when the social contrasts are
growing ever sharper.

All our tremendous achievements in the economie and
social and political fields may be summed up as follows: .

As the result of fulfilling in the main the first Five-
Year Plan, a powerful industrial basis for socialism has beep

-laid in the U.S.S.R. Not only have we ceased to be an agrarian

country, we have ceased to be a land of small industry, which
is a characteristic feature of all the backward colonial and
semi-colonial countries. The share that large industry con-
tributes to the national income has increased during the last

four years from 27 per cent. to 85 per cent. We have now

our own engineering industry, the output of which in 19381
amounted to almost 5,000 million rubles. The output of iron
and steel has almost doubled compared with pre-war ocutput.
'We have created a second metallurgical base in the East
(Urals-Kuzbas). We have re-equipped all our industries on
the most up-to-date technical basis. Moreover 75 per cent. of
the equipment of our industries has been renewed during

“the period of the first Five-Year Plan. We have set up a

number of new branches of industry which never before
existed in this country. We are becoming a land of tractors,
a land of automobile transport, a land of chemistry, a land
that can build blooming mills, powerful turbine-generators,
diesels, oil cracking plants, etc. We are changing the
energetics base of our national economy, and we are uniting
this base both for industry and agriculture.

, Secondly, having become a land of heavy industry and
heavy engineering, putting into operation the first blast
furnaces at Magnitogorsk and Stalinsk, such, enormous enter-
prises as the Sverdlovsk Engineering Works, our gigantie
automobile and tractor plants at Nishni-Novgorod, Stalin-
grad, Kharkov, and the Amo works in Moscow, the ball-
bearings plant, having built the Dniepr Dam and having
laid the basis for providing our industries with raw materials
(cotton in Central Asia, Azerbaidjan and Ukraine, synthetic
rubber, etc.) we, as a result of the first Five-Year Plan, have
taken a decisive step' towards attaining our economic inde-
pendence. The Leninist Electrification Plan known as goelro,
the plan to which Lenin attached particular importance, was
fulfilled and surpassed as early as 1931, .

Thirdly, by carrying out the first Five-Year Plan, we
have solved the problem of the recomstruction of the basie

funds of our industry, and yet the whole capitalist world .

prophesied that we should break down in solving this task,
that we can only live as a spendthrift inheritor,. at the
expense of the resources left us by the old order. o

Fourthly, as regards agriculture, we have laid an un-
shakable foundation for the mechanisation of - agriculture.
By 1934-35 the existing productive possibilities guarantee
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the completion of the mechanisation of agriculture, which
is the technical-economic basis for consolidating the old and
securing further successes in collectivisation of agriculture
in" the U.S.S.R. We have created the largest scale agricul-
tural industry in the world, and we are therefore able not
only to mechanise as in America, but also to -apply
chemistry to agriculture as in Germany. We have carried out
the agrarian revolution, in the possibility of whikch, not only
the capitalist world and its social-fascist hangers-on, but also
the panic-mongers and opportunists in our own midst did not
believe, Having organised more than 60 per cent. of the
peasant farms in collective farms, having now whole regiouns
completely collectivised, having put an end to the class dif-
ferentiation in the countryside, we have abolished the age-
long scourge of agrarian over-population, which in the past,
under tsarism, created a vast army of unemployed, )and
enabled the capitalists to keep the standards of life of the
working class in old Russia down to the verge of starvation
and extinction.

But, comraides, our achievements are not merely confined
simply to the growth of industry and agriculture. Among our
achievements we must mention firstly, the raising of the
material and cultural standard of the toiling masses. I am
not speaking only of the fact that wages here are contin-
wally rising, that from 1928 to 1932 wages in all branches of
national economy have risen on the average by 62 per cent.
The general budget of our national economy increased from
11,000 million rubles in 1928 to 26,000 million rubles in 1932
I am speaking of the fact that we have no unemployment,
that the number of factory and office workers from 1928 to
1932 has almost doubled, reaching a total of 21 millions, that
the material amd cultural requirements of the masses are
constantly rising, that the outlay for social insurance, for
cultural services, education, medical service, ete. hag doubled
during these four years, reaching an average of 200 rubles
per worker in 1932. House building dis developing in our
industrial districts (from 1928 to 1931 we provided houses for
3 million workers, and in 1932 alone a further. 3 million
workers will be provided with house accomodation). New
industrial centres are being built, public dining rooms are
being developed and already provide for 35 per cent of the
pO\pulatlomw Opportunities have been created for every work-
er to improve his qualifications, the doors of our universities
are wide open for the chlldren of workers and peasants.

There is a great increase in the number of clubs, rweadlng,

reoms, parks of culture and rest. Feverish work is going on
for the improvement of working class districts and suburbs
where the working class populatlon predominate. Sanitary
COIDdl‘thILS are contlnuaﬂy improving, rest homes and work-
ers sanatoria are inereasing in numbers.

Secondly, there is the development of the broadest
proletarian democracy which is the very spirit of the regime
of the proletarian dictatorship. Through the soviets, through
the trade unions and the factory committees, m11hons of our
toiling population have heen drawn into the administration
of the country, of industry and of agriculture.

Thirdly, we have consolidated our achievements in the
sphere of mnational policy, in the matter of establishing
-equality and the brotherhood of the nations inhabiting the
USSR, by fully carrying out the policy of the Soviet
Government to provide a material and economic basis for the
socialist industrialisation of the remote regiong of the country
and providé such a planned distribution of the development
of productive foreces that will enable the nation that has
béen ‘most backward in the past to overtake economically and
culturally the foremost industrial districts in the country in
the shortest possible time.

Further, as a result of the first Five-Year Plan,
enormous social and political changes have taken place in
the country, which have enormously strengthened the prole-
- tarian dictatorship in the U.S.S.R. and which are laying a
granite social-class foundation for the edifice of socialism
which is being built. During the past Five-Year Plan (car-
ried out in four years), we have continued the work started
by the ‘October Revolution. We have liquidated the kulaks as
a clags and in the districts of complete collectivisation we
have caused the middle peasants (now collective farmers) to
take an irrevocable stand on the side of socialism, .and
become a firm bulwark of the Soviet state. We have enlarged
the proletarian base of the Soviet state by drawing millions

of new proletarians into industry, especially in the formerly
backwaid regions. _

All these achievements have enabled us to solve irrevo-
cably the question of “who will conquer” in the internal
arena in favour of socialism. Having entered upon the period
of socialism, having completed the foundation wof socialist
economy,” and having firmly entrenched ourselves on the
socialist path, we are able by the living expemence of our
great work to prove to the millions of toilers in the capitalist
countries the advantages of the socialist system of economy
compared with the capitalist system.

The significance of the fulfilment of the first Five-Year
Plan, .comrades, lies in that we have provided a powerful
material base for the world proletarian revolution, that the
relative strength of even the smallest of our Communist
Parties increases tremendously as a result of the victory of
the proletariat in the U.S.S.R., that the proletariat in the
capitalist countries, relying on "this firm rock, will be able
more easily to defeat their bourgeoisie, to overthrow
capitalism and establish the ‘dictatorship of the proletariat
a9 the comndition for winning socialism.

Finally, we have. achieved these decisive successes of
world historical importance in the course of a tireless strug-
gle within the Communist Party against the Right deviation
as the chief danger and against the “Left” deviation, which
fosters it, on the basis of carrying out the correct general
line of the Party.

The role of our Party and its Leninist Central Committee
in attaining all these successes has been tremendous. Our
Party, led by the Leninist Central Committee, was the
initiator of the first Five-Year Plan, the inspirer of the high
socialist tempo and rejected the proposal of the right wingers
for a “two year .plan”, ruthlessly crushed the theory advanced
by - the opportunist faint-hearts about the “declining
curve”.*) The Party and its Leninist Central Committee
roused millions of toilers to action, for the struggle to fulfil
the Five-Year Plan, acted everywhere as agitators, propa-
gandists and organisers for the fulfilment of the Five-Year
Plan. In the struggle for the Five-Year Plan our Party and
its Leninist Central Committee still further extended and
strengthened its .deep rooted connections with the broad
masses of toilers, who, on their own initiative, and under the
leadership of the Party, put forwand and in the main have
carried out, the slogan of “The Five-Year Plan in Four
Years”. Historical truth obliges us to mention here the role
of the man, under whose firm and tried leadership the Party
and its Central Committee marched through the difficult
mountain pass after the death of Comrade Lenin. (Loud ap-
plause.) It is all the more necessary to mention this for the
reason that soon we will celebrate the Fifteenth Anniversary
of the October Revolution and a little later the Tenth An-
niversary of the death of Comrade Lenin which was a severe
and irreplaceable loss for us, for the working clasg of our
country and for the ppoletarlat and toilers of the whole
world.

Comrade Stalin, the true comrade-in-arms and best
disciple of Comrade Lenin, led the Party, the working class
and the entire country over 21l the dangers that we encoun-
tered during the past decade, to surmount all the difficulties
which stood in our way. (Loud applause.) Never yet has our
Party been so firmly consolidated and united as it is now
under the leadership of Comrade Stalin. The entire work of
strengthening the internal and international position of the
U.S.S.R., the whole of the stupendous work of socialist
construction carried out during the past ten years in the
conditions of capitalist encirclement which demanded the
greatest Leninist firmness and flexibility combined with
steel-like determination, bears the direct impress of the mind,
the will and the actions of Stalin. -

Marx and Engels gave to the international proletariat the
theory of scientific socialism,—Marxism, and on the basiy of
an analysis of the laws of eapltahst development and of the
development of the class struggle, revealed the historie -
misgsion of the working class as the grave-digger of capitalism
and the inevitability of the dictatorship of the proletariat by
means of which the working class, after breaking the
resistance of the exploiters, and leading the oppressed masses
of the whole people, will organise planned socialist industry
and prepare the ground for classless socialist society.

*) i. e. the theory that the rate of increase of production
in the U.S.S.R. would diminish. Ed.
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Lenin further developed the teachings of Marx and Engels
for the epoch of imperialism .and proletarian revolutions,
analysed the problems of monopolist -capitalism, the prole-
tarian dictatorship, the hegemony of the proletariat in the
revolution, the role of.the national-colonial revolutions, the
Party and the problem. of the successful construction of
Socialism in the period of the proletarian dictatorship, and
gave to the world proletariat the experience of the first
proletarian revolution and the first proletarian dictatorship
in the world, leading them. through the most dangerous and
difficult years of ruin caused by the imperialist and eivil
wars and of ‘intervention, and at the ‘same time laid firm
foundations for the comstruction of socialism in the U.S.S.R.
The great name of Lenin is linked with Leninism as Marxism
of ‘the epoch of imperialism and proletarlan revolution.

The name of Stalin is linked in the minds of the toilers
of our country and of the international proletariat with the
entire phase of Socialist construction and its triumph in the
U.S.S.R. On the basis of the law of the uneven development
of imperialism, he worked qut and put into practice the
Leninist teachings on the construction of socialism in a single
country. In this Stalinist' position, whith has been studied
by the whole of the Communist Internatiomal, the task of
preparing the international proletariat for a new round of
wars and revolutions was actually realised. Under the
leadership of Lenin, the C.P.S.U. defeated Menshevism, which
stood 4n - the path of thé proletarian revolution  in Russia,
under the leadership of Stalin, in the period of -socidlist
construction, a decisive blow was-struck at the Menshevism
of our- epoch which sometimes appears in the form of
counter-revolutionary Trotzkyism and sometimes in the- form
of the Right opportunist deviation.

In the struggle against these deviations, Stalin not only
successfully defended Marxism-Leninism from Trotzkyist and
Right opportunist’ distortions. In hig reports, speeches and
articles he developed the teachings of Marx and Lenin and
adapted them to the first phase of Communism. (Socialism)
Stalin’s iarticles, such as Year of ‘the Great Change, his
speeches as the one delivered at the Conferehce of Agrarian
Marxists, or the one delivered at the Conference of Business
Managers on the mastery of technique, Stalin’s Six Points¥)
are not only directives for our Party, not only historical land-
marks of our achievements and. victories, they are documents
of tremendous theoretical importance for the whole of the
Comintern, documents whose significance is- not confined to
our country, or to our. times.

And, comrades, those who, because of our temporary dif-
i]cultles fail to see "these fundamental facts in the development
of two. opposite worlds, those who, impressed by these dif-
ficulties, are inclined to belittle the successes achieved in the
U.S.S.R,, in fact fraternise with the class enemy and are
slipping to the other side of the barricade. For instance, can
we forget that we have saved about 100,000 .million rubles
since the end of the imperialist and civil wars and have
invested this sum in the restoration and reconstruction of our
national economy. Can we leave out of account the fact that
owing to collectivisation, swe succeeded in 1930 and 1931 in
bxtendlng the sown area of our fields by 14 million hectares,
i. e, that in one or two years we travelled a road which took
the U.S.A. 15 years and Canada 20 years to travel. Is not the
fact that in spite of a big crop faﬂure last year, we succeeded
this year in reaching last year’s sown area although we did
not quite fulfil the plan for this year proof of the strength
of our socialist organisation of economy? Or the fact that
we . collected about 1,500 million poods of grain last year?
How remote this is from those 285 million poods of which
comrade Lenin so trlumphantly informed the Third Gongress
of the Comintern!

L Soc1allst Construction and Cap1ta11st
: " Encirclement.

‘ The significance of these successes i3 all the greater be-
cause they were achieved by the C.P.S.U. after overcoming
a number. of difficulties which were inherent in economic and
international: conditions.

. Tirst of all, a: most. serious obstacle to the success of our
socialist construetion was the extremely low.level of productive
forees .which “~the ‘U.S.S.R. inherited from  the old capitalist
system. Whereas ifr highly ‘developed capitalist countries the
obsolete private capitalist relatlons are the. obstacle to. the

*) See Stahn New Condltlons New Tasks; Ed

further development of produective forces, the position in our
country was exactly the reverse. We had a low level of
productive forces which all the time restricted the development
of high socialist relations. As we know, the Mensheviki drew
the conclusion from. this contradiction that neither a prole-
tarian revolution nor socialism was possible in the U.S.S.R.
Lenin, in his notes on Sukhanov, brilliantly refuted this
argument of  international social democracy, if it can be

.described as an argument, with the gquestion: why .cannot>a -

country, exhausted and ruined by three years of imperialist
war, just overthrow the power of the landlords and capitalists
and then, on new, free and clear ground, set out to overtake
economically, the foremost capitalist countries?

Comrades, we need only think a moment to realise what
would have happened to our country at the present time of
world -erisis if, in 1917, it had followed the line of the Men-
sheviki and had not overtirown capitalism. It would have
become a colony of world capitalism like India or China. Its
fragile economic organism would have fallen to pieces under
the blows of the. world crisis. It would have been the first
European country to compensate at the expense of its. own
ruin, world capital for the losses'it is suffering by the present
crisis, and the toilers of India, China, In.duOPChlna, and the
other colonies of world imperialism should seriously think of
the example of Russia, which, through the proletarian revo-
lution, has taken the path towards socialist industrialisation.

But this contradiction between socialist relations and the
low level of our productive forces was the chief source of our
difficulties. The liquidation of this contradiction was the main
task of the first Five-Year Plan. The breaches that occur
from time to time in the fulfilment of the industrial and
financial plan, the inadequate inecrease in the efficiency of
l»a»b()lur due to the fluctuation of labour im the factories,
sometimes to inability to handle complicated machines, poor
labour diseipline, tendencies towards wage hogging, the low
quality of our produefs, inadequate reduction of serapped work,
our organisational difficulties in the state farms and espe(nally

in the collective farm’s, accompanied by individualist relapses .

(e.g., the reduction of the number of cattle during the first
perlod of the organisational construction of collecfive farms,
careless and inefficient cultivation of the fields leading to a
drop in the yield, a slight non-fulfilment of the sowing plan
this year), all this in the long run is due to the main contra*
diction, which we are eliminating in the process of socialist
industry. All this is the dark heritage of the past, cultivated
by the centuries of the capitalist and feudal systems of old
tsarist Russia, and is being broken down by the proletarign
dictatorship’ with the firm hand of the revolutionary trans-

- former.

The routine, inertness, Asiatic quietism, the “terrible force
of habit of millions” ‘established by 8&enturies, has been
fearlessly broken down by the proletarian power in the
U.S.S.R. Without having had any important
culture” in the past, it has opened up the tundras, deserts and
steppes, has conquered new industries such as the chemical
industry (producing nitrates, potassium, super-phosphates), non-
ferrous metal industry (copper, nickel, tin, aluminium), traetor
and automobile building, engineering (blooming mills, oil
eracking mills, complicated machines . and tools, heavy
engineering).

I cannot refrain at this juncture from recalling
shameful part international social-democracy has played and
the struggle it has waged against socialist industrialisation.
It has continuously defended the capitalist-feudal heritage
of the past in all its forms as against the socialist industri-
alisation wcarried out by the C.P.S.U. It vilified industrialisa-
tion, it quvahhe.d the. technical revolution in agriculture as
mere bluff, ‘it prophesied the collapse of ¢ollectivisation, it
depicted the Machine and Tractor Stations, these stronﬂholds
of 'socialist reconstruction of the countryside, as Arakcheyev
settlements.*) It defended kulak wage hogging as against the
new socialist attitude towards labour, socialist competition

“industrial

the

and the shockbrigade movement. ‘It imdiscriminately took

under its proteeting wing the liquidated kulak, the un-
employend priest and traditional Russian bawckwar.dmess And
in the same way as contemporary monopolist capltahsm sup-
ports all the reactionary feudal institutions in-the colonies

%) Arakcheyev: a Minister under Alexander . I who
organlsed farm ecolonies of soldiers, in whlch strict military
discipline was mamtauned Ed. .

(India, thé countries of Latin America) in order to. preserve
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the capitalist system as a whole, so contemporary social
democracy, in order to save its position among the masses
of workers in the ecapitalist countries who are ‘becoming
radicalised by the world crisis and also as a result of the
achievements of socialist construction in the U.S.S.R., comes
‘out in relation to the U.S.S.R. as the champion of capitalist-
feudal obscurantism and social retrogression. This example
alone illustrates the terrible strained conditions of capitalist
encirclement in which our Party has carried out its first
Five-Year Plan. ‘

Frequently this irreconcilable struggle between two
systems is forgotten, there are tendencies to consider the so-
called “breathing space” as something more than the tempo-
rary equilibrium of foreces of which Lenin spoke. Actually we
never had a breathing space in the sense of a safe, calm
situation for socialist eonstruction.

Never in history has any country in the world had to
build its economy.in an atmosphere so highly charged with
the class hatred of the bourgeoisie, with continual plots,
intrigues, “legal” and illegal wrecking activities, systemati-
cally alternating with hostile campaigns, as the U.S.S.R. has
had to ‘do. We have not plundered other peoples as Great
Britain has done, we have not waged wars as Germany and
France have done, we have levied no contributions on anyone,
we have received no long term loans for the purpose of
developing our econcmy. Wie have built up our economy for
the toilers, but only with the efforts and resources of the
toilers of our Union. If we have traded with the capitalist
world during these years the capitalist world has received
much profit from this trade. If we have received technical
aid, wespaid for the
receivéd equipment from abroad, we paid cash for it; we have
had . no moratorium on credits, as Germany has had. And
moreover, never for a moment has the threat of war ceased
o hang over the toilers of our Union.

Finally, when characterising the conditions under which
the Five-Year Plan wag carried out in four years, we must
not forget the fact that the two last dnd decisive years of the
Five-Year Plan (the third and the fourth) coincided with the
time when the world crisis was-at its height. Of course, our
economy does not suffer from ecrises and this is one of the
chief features that distinguish. it from capitalist economy.
‘But on one section of our fromnt, in the sphere of foreign
trade, we came in contact with ‘the éapitalist world which
is deeplv affected by the crisis. Our country exported lumber,
flax, -and grain, and was inevitably affected by the cata-
strophic fall of world prices for agricultural raw materials.
At the same time, we paid trustified industry prices for
machinery -and equipment imported from abroad (and don’t
forget that our machinery imports in 1931 comprised. 24 per
.cent of the world imports of machinery), and these prices did
not fluctuate to the same extent as the prices of other goods.
Therefore, we were the losers in the foreign trade turnover.
And while taking advantage of this situation, the capitalist
.world still had the effrontery to accuse the USSR of
* dumping.

NI Socialist Industrialisation and the
Proletarian Masses Abroad.

And if, despite all these unfavourable circumstances, the
C.P.8.U. has successfully attained the object it get itself, it
:is only because the realisation of the Five-Year Plan in fonr
‘years was the cause not only of the few million mempers
of our Party, but was the cause of the vast masses of the
toilers of our country. The strength of our Five-Year Plan
‘lies in that it was ‘detailed, corrected, augmented and what
is mest. important, carried out by the ‘broad magses,” who put
forward counter-plans, broadly developed the shock work

‘movement and -socialist competition; it lies in the fact that .

the Five-Year Plan became the socialist school for the masses,
an instrument for stlmulatlng the Ureatest self-activity. and
1n1t1at1ve of the masses,

- And if, today, at & time when eapxtahsm is affected by
the greatest crisis it has ever experienced in its history; in
recording the successes of the Communist Parties we are
- compélled to admit that the overwhelming majority of the
workers have not yet turned towards Communism, that-they
still. waver in some countries between -social-democracy and
fascism, it-shows that the experience of the C.P.S.U. and the
JU.S.8.R. has not yet brought- about a complete revolution in
the minds of these millions. For us members of the C.P.S.U.

“instruction” a hundredfold. If we have.

it meang that we must fight still more strenuously, still more
determinedly for success, in order to comsolidate, to organise
the proletarian masses around the Communist International.
And if the first Five-Year Plan played a tremendous part in
turning the workers in the capitalist countries towards
Communism, the role of the second Flve Year Plan must
become and will be decisive,

~"What elements of our great experience in socm.hst con-
struction are generally recognised by these broad proletarian
masses—mark vou, not the Communist vanguard,—but
precisely those masses who are only just looking around,
cautiously feeling their way and slowly drawing nearer to
Communism? This question is of great practical importance
for the Sections of the Comintern. The correct reply to this
will enable the communists in the ecapitalist countries to
organise agitation around the U.S.S.R. properly.

. Undoubtedly, in addition to. the chief -gain of the Oetober
Revolution, the overthrow of the powér of the capitalists
and the establishment of the power.of the workers, a gain
that has particularly impressed the minds of the broad
toiling masses of all countries, we must ascribe first place to
our successful soecialist industrialisation.

Social-democracy cannot dissuade the working class from
recognising this. It is difficult to hide from the working
class of the- world, to lie about and gloss over facts like
these;—only three or four years ago the U.S.S.R. occupied
fourth and fifth place in the world’s output of iron and steel,
and now comes forward to second place, immediately after the
U.S.A.; that the U.S.S.R. fulfilled the Five-Year Plan for
oil in 2/ years; that the Five-Year Plan for machine con-
struction was already surpassed in 1931; that by creating
gigantic tractor works the U.S.S.R. has 1nsured for herself .
at the end of the second Five-Year Plan traction power
amounting to 15 million H.P, for agriculture; that by the
end of the first Five-Year Plan the U.S.S.R. will have

inereased the capacity of her electric stations to 5% million

kilowatts, with an output of electric power equal to 17,000
million unifs, i.e. eight and nine times more than was
consumed by pre-revolutionary Russia. These facts speak for
themselves better than hundreds of books and speeches.

Even if the U.S.S.R. has not fulfilled the programme
that was drawn up for the chemical industry despite the
starting of such enterprises as Berezniky, the workers in the
capitalist countries know that the Soviet working class has
to build its chemical industry on empty wastes, that it has
neither cadres nor experience, nor its own ' chemical equip-
ment, that the gstrict secrecy of chemical processes maintained
by the capitalist states compels the TU.S.S.R.: to fihd ways
of its own to give the country a chemical industry. )

Do you remember, comrades, the sensation that was
created throughout the whole of the capitalist world by the
publication of the main outlines for the second Five-Year
Plan adopted by our Seventeenth P‘arty Conference? That
plan provides for 22 million tons of pig iron, 250 million
tons of coal, 80-90 million tons of oil, 65 m11110n tons of peat
—our peat mdustry is now Workmg hard to mechanise its
output; it- provides for 100,000 million units of electric

‘energy, 30,000 kilometres of new railways; it provides for:

new canals such as the Volga-Moscow canal, work on which
has already been started; increased pmductivity 'of labour by-
120-140 per cent., reduced costs of production by 80-35 per
cent,—in a wond, it provides for a threefold increase in
productlon oompared with 1932.

And this is no fantastic plan. It has been ver1f1ed by

persons of experience and knowledge, and it .is still heing

verified at numerous conferences, such as: conference on the
distribution of productive forces, on eleetrification, transport,
national education, ete.—and it will eertainly be carried out.
The new metallurgical works now under construction will
alone, when working at full capacity, provide as much as
20 million tons of pig iron;  already despite the seasonal
interruptions in . the output of pig iron, the productive

.capacity. of our furnaces amounts to 20,000 tons a day. The

new mine construction which- we have widely developed-

ensures for 1935 already up. t6 150 million tons of coal. By
‘a decision of the Central Committee of our Party and of the

Council of People’s Commissars the foundations are being laid
for three new powerful electric power stations on the Volga

‘and - the Kama, which are to cater for the old and new

industrial districts of the Volga. Finally, at Kamyshina we
are laying the foundations for a huge dam and electric
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power station, the projected capacity of which will amount
to one-half of the present total electric energy of the country,
which is to serve as a source of power for the artificial
irrigation for the whole of the Trans-Volga, which will
convert this region, which is periodically stricken by drought,
into a most important wheat basis for the U.S.S.R. with an
annual output of 300—400 millions poods of wheat. In order
to .realise the significance of these gigantic undertakings,
equal to three Dmeprostroy.s, one must realise what a terrible
scourge droyght in our country has been for the peasant
masses. Every three or four years such districts as the Trans-
Volga, Kazakstan, the steppe region of the Ukraine were
periodically stricken with drought. According to approximate
estimates, during 11 years, (from 1921 to 1931) our country
lost as a result of drought about 2% milliard poods of grain,
which, together with the losses in cattle, amount to a

hnanmal loss caleulated at 4% milliard rubles. The ‘enormous’

investment of many millions of rubles for the development
of agriculture in the Volga district alone is the ‘best reply
the Soviet Union can give to -the “theories” advanced by the
social-fascist scoundrels to the effect that “original aecu-
mulation” is taking place in the U.S.S.R. at the expense of
agriculture,

But these are not our only investments in agriculture.
For instance, in the second Five-Year Plan our agricultural
machinery industry is to supply agriculture with machinery
to. the value of 9,000-10,000 million rubles, i. e. a sum
four times larger than the value of the machmery now
in wuse in agriculture. Our tractors, which at the present
time number about 150,000, by the end of the second Five-
Year Plan will increase to 700 to 750,000. Our automobiles,
- which serve agriculture, will amount to 750,000. Finally, in
place of the approximate 2,000 Machine Tractor Stations that
we have today we will have about 5% to 6 thousand stations
with an aggregate power equal to an average textile mill,
and the value of the mechanical equipment of each of these
stations will be 3 million rubles. This programme, however,
is not a song of the remote future, part of thi§ programme
is already being carried out. And these achievements in the
socialist industrialisation of the U.S.S.R. cannot but de-
monstrate to the broad masses in the capitalist countries the
powerful impetus that the productive forces will receive when
they are liberated from the chains of capitalism.

Socialist industrialisation, however, does not strike the
workers of the capitalist countries from the purely tech-
nical aspects; they judge it by the results it brings for the
Soviet working class. The U.S.S.R. is the only country where
there is no unemployment, the bony hand of which is now
strangling millions of people throughout the entire capitalist
world, Everyone in the U.S.S.R. can find work. Here, the
right to labour is the same as the right to be born, the right
to live, to choose a free companion in life, to go to the
theatre, to enjoy the beauties of natyre. In the U.S.S.R. all
forms of social insurance are continually increasing. When
going to bed or gettlng up, there is no need to think of that
terrible “rainy day”. Here labour 'is “a matter of honour,
a matter of glory, a matter of valour, a matter of heroism”.
It is respected in the U.S.S.R. more than money or aristoncratic
birth is respected in the capitalist world. Every able-hodied
member of a worker's family is engaged in production.
Factory kitchens are springing up, because the workers’ wives
are becoming the fellow workers of their husbands in the
factories. The old petty-bourgeois life is disappearing, and
the new life of socialism is being created. Nowhere is so
much thought given to children as in the U.S.S.R. Nowhere is
there such a complete emancipation of personality ag in this
land of severe proletarian dictatorship, nowhere is there such
a realisation of human dignity, of workers’ freedom, of rights
as a citizen of the Repubhc of Labour, as in the U.S.S.R.,

which denies “freedom” to the bourgeoisie to exploit, plunder :

and strangle the economically enslaved.

] The workers in the ecapitalist countries, who in their
countries experience the very opposite of this cannot but feel
moved at the majesty of this land of socialist construction.
They cannot but be inspired by the stupendous cultural
revolution that'is taking place in this former land of illiteracy
where in the third year of the Five-Year Plaa, those able to
read and write already represented more than 81 per cent
cf the population,—among the peasant women already 50
per cent can read and write, It is only in' the U.S.S.R. that
science, art, and culture are for the toilers. The entire land

_social democrats,

of the toilers, under the proletarian dictatorship, has grown in
stature by several heads. The intellectual level of the masses
has grown, they have advanced from their own midst tens of
thousands of talented organisers for new socialist economy.
In 1932 the total cireulation of newspapers reached 40 mil-

lions, i- e. ten times as much “as in tsarist Russia, In 1932 -~

there were 80 millions receiving various forms of education,

half the 'entire population, In Universities alone, in 1931, .

about 400,000 students were being educated, while in the
technicums there were 860,000—and in all educational
institutions the overwhelming majority of the-students are
sons and daughters of workers and collective farmers. Take
the unprecedented growth of national culture, now that it is
freed from oppression. Or the growth and development of
genuine workers’ and collective-farm democracy, realising
itself to be the master of the country. The Soviet Government
is the cheapest government in the world for the masses. Do
not all of these facts bring about a change in the sentiments
of the broad masses of toilers in the capitalist countries
towards the U.S.S.R.?

IV. Socialist Construction and the
Difficulties of Growth.

But doubts begin to arise in the minds of the social-
democratic workers in the ecapitalist countries when they
hear of the difficulties of socialist construction in the
U.S.S.R. And this is where the despicable role of international
social democecracy is made plain. During the whole of .the
existence of the proletarian dictatorship in the U.S.S.R., the
in their counter-revolutionary agltatron
against. the USSR have féd like parasites on our
difficulties, Deprive them of our difficulties and they appear
before the masses naked as lepers.

Like the tempting spirit of the bible they whisper to the
worker in the capitalist desert; “Dost thou believe in this

Bolshevik socialism? Enough! Where is the equality of
consumption?”

“But this is only the {first phase of Communism
‘(socialism),” says our class conscious worker, “when bourgeois

right has been 11qu1dated only with regard to the means of
production, but is still in operation with regard to the
distribution of the products of labour.”

“But the worker does not receive the full .product of his
labour in the U.S.S.R.”

“Well, even in the final phase of socialism deductions will
be made from the product of the labour of the worker to
cover depreciation, for the further extension of production,
for social insurance, ete.”

“How ecan it be avoided then in ‘the coun’crsr whieh,
thanks to your social democratic treachery, is bu11d1ng
socialism alone for the time being, in the face of the furious
resistance of your world, of the whole capitalist world.”

“But in the U.S.S.R. there is not enough meat, fats,
clothes, boots; there is a card system of rationing, there are

reserved stores for the workers, the marauders of the private

market continue to operate.”

“Yes, there is a shortage of things”, gay the proletarians
of the TU.S.S.R., “because . socialism has increased the
requirements of the toiling populatlon of 160 million who
in the past dragged miserable and wretched lives, lived
amidst filth and vermin, ete., ate grass in famine years, died
from epidemics. Before the war we made 25 million pairs
of boots a year and now we make 80 million, i.e., three times
as many, and still there is not enough, because our peasants
no longer want to wear bark shoes, because -the nomad
tribesman of yesterday, the Kirghis, now works in a factory,
and now justly demands a house with electric light, a bath,
soap, working garments, factory made boots. The standard of
life of the formerly privileged eclasses and groups hag fallen.
The relics of the old bourgeoisie and their -hangers-on, the
intelligentsia, the government officials, the urban petty-
bourgeoisie, the extraders, the owners of small workshops,
ete.,, have a lower standard than they formerly enjoyed but
we have improved the standard of life of the main strata of
the toilers of the 108 nationalities which inhabit the U.S.S.R.,
and which the old system tried to convert into human
manure for the benefit of Russian imperialism.-

“There is a shortage of things because we have to

economise on the light industry’ so as to build up heavy
industry as the basis of our economic independence and as
a material guarantee against mlhtary surprlses There 1@ a
shortage because the population in this country is mcreasmg
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at a more rapid rate than in any other country in ‘the
capitalist world. The birth rate is rising, and this is the
first -sign of an improvement in the material conditions of
the masses. At present we cannot feed, clothe and shoe the
whole of the toiling population in thig enormous country,
provide them with sanatoriums, rest homes, decent dining
rooms to the extent we would like; we cannot yet do away
with queues because we have not enough' clothes, boots, fats,
and meat. Hence, the class principle of distribution. Hence,
the card system of rationing, the reserved stores for the
workers of our chief industrial centres and the chief branches
of industry—things which will be abolished by the second
Five-Year Plan. '

“But if the capitalist system which you social-democrats
support, introduced the ration system in order to help carry
.on the imperialist war, and you, despised reptiles, called it
-war socialism, has not the class which is waging a desperate
class war against the whole of the capitalist world
and against the ‘terrible habits of the millions’,” within
the country, the right to introduce temporary restrictions to
help strengthen the cause of socialism and the cause of the
world revolution? ‘ :

“You complain that here and there in the crevices of the
new gsystem marauders of the private market are still to be
found. But we have the apparatus of the class dictatorship of
‘the proletariat to deal with the marauders of the market. We
are now enforcing the death penalty against marauders of
collective property, but we are sure that the social democrats
will. take these very marauders under their protecting
wing just as they took the priests, the wreckers, the counter-
revolutionary plotters and all the most bitter enemies of
socialism.” ’

“But in the U.S.S.R.”.say the social democrats, “in view
of the difficulties arising in connection with the construction
of 'socialism, the present generation has to make sacrifices for
the benefit of future generations. But can socialism in the
U.S.8.R. keep going merely on the sacrifices of the working
class, can it continue to call forth the enthusiasm of the
millions if there is no material basis for such an upsurge and
such enthusiasm among the masses?”

° To think that our young generation of workers and
" peasants, which is growing up amidst the conditions of the
greatest  revolution in the world, of the meost extensive
proletarian democracy, whi¢ch has not experienced capitalism
or- the tsarist regime, to think that this generation with its
growing political, material and cultural requirements will
accept socialism only in the form of sacrifices and deprivation,
ig sheer lunacy. The heroic struggle of this generation for the
happiness of future generations, its advance under the flag of
service to the interests of the world proletarian revolution,
is not the. detached, romantic asceticism of the intelligentsia,
but an all-imbracing synthesis of the great social ideal with
the immediate material interests of the masses. Therefore it
is for this very reason that social democracy and all the
General Staffs in the world have been unable to crush the
proletarian revolution and to prevent socialist construction in
the U.S.S.R. )

The chief blame for the sacrifices which the proletariat
of the U.S.S.R. is compelled to make must rest chiefly on the
shoulders of social-democracy, which, in the capitalist
countries, has betrayed the.ultimate aims and the temporary

‘. interests of the working class. And yet it has the effrontery

to talk about sacrifices! 10 milliong killed, 19 millions wounded
and crippled, 80 millions dead from -epidemiecs and famine
during the world imperialist war, the destruction of productive
forces of the warring governments to the amount of 200,000
million dollars, the sharp reduction in the consumption of the
masses during the world crisis, the halving of wages, the
indescribable starvation and degeneration which is going on
in the colonies, India, China, and the Latin American coun-
tries, 50 million unemployed, not counting their families, the
increase of suicides of whole families of workers, the terrible
infant mortality, i.e., a second war without battles—these
are some of the sacrifices which the working class has made
and is still making for the salvation of capitalism and which
the social democrats justify and call on the workers to
continue!

Social democracy says to the masses: the Bolsheviki claim
that the second Five-Year Plan will bring about the complete
reconstruction of national economy in the U.S.S.R., but at the
present time the output of coal in the Donbas is declining and
there are serious difficulties in iron and steel production and
in transport. They are promising to increase the consumption

International Press Correspondence

per head of the population two or threefold during the second
Five-Year Plan, but in the Ukraine they have not sown enough
because of the loss of horses. During the second Five-Year
Plan they want to build classless society. But how does this
square with the latest decree which gives the right to trade to
collective farms, to individual collective farmems- and to indi-
vidual -peasants?

Yes, comrades, we still have difficulties to contend against
and will have in the immediate future but, as Comrade Stalin
emphasised at the XVE Congress of our Party, these difficulties
are difficulties of growth, i.e. difficulties which contain
within themselves the elements for overcoming them. For
example, the tempo of our industrialisation comes up against
backwardness and lack of culture, against the absence of
trained cadres, but industrialisation itself provides the means
for overcoming this evil. Take another example—the mechani-
sation of agriculture, an auxiliary phenomenon of which was
the drop in the number of horses. But mechanisation itself is
the key to the liquidation of the effects of the horse shortage.
Our difficulties are of a different kind from the difficulties
of capitalism, which is moving to destruction and therefore
contains within itself the elements of further decay and
disintegration.

Those who wish to understand our difficulties, not as
class enemies, but as friends of the toilers, like Romain
Rolland, Theodore Dreiser, Upton Sinclair and others, first
of all take into account the <conecrete linternational ‘and
internal situation in which socialist construction is going
on in the U.S.S.R. X .

The . question of which state of socialism (has been

‘reached in the U.S.S.R. is of decisive importance for the

understanding of our difficulties and for our practical policy
in the construction of socialism. Do not forget, comrades,
that we are only at the beginning of the first phase of
communism, that we have only just entered the period of
soctalism, Our system still bears many “birthmarks” of the
transition period, which are a feature not only aof the present
stage ‘of socialism, but will not disappear entirely until the
proletariat of the U.S.S.R. has built up complete socialist
society and arrives at the second phase of communism when
the ruling principle will be “from each according to his
ability, to each according to his needs”. Do not forget that we
have not yet socialised all the means of production. About
one third of our farms are still individual peasant farms, and
we have still to convince these individual peasants, by
practice, by concrete experience, of the advantages of the
collective form of farming over the individual form. Aunother
peculiar feature of our stage of socialism is the fact that in
agriculture, except for the state farms ands the. machine
tractor statioms, a considerable part of the means of pro-
duction does not belong to society as a whole (the state) but
is the collective property of the population of each collective
farm. Do mnot forget that the principle we apply in the
distribution of goods is “according to the amount of labour
performed”, It is the kulaks, the wage-hogs and slackers who
demand “equal” distribution and consumption. Do not forget
that we. still have the commodity-money form of circulation
which, however, radically differs from the commodity-money
form of capitalism. This is the wsystem of the last stage
of N.E.P.,*) it will continue throughout the whole period of
the first phase of Communism and even in classless society

. it will become more and more a means of socialist accounting,

control and distribution. Do not forget that we are strongly
developing Soviet trading because we have not yet achieved
the direct socialist exchange of products. We have payment
by results, financial control. Do not forget that we shall
enter classless society only with the completion of the second
Five-Year Plan, that we are marching along the path of
socialist construction in the midst of severve class struggle,
that the struggle for a socialist attitude to labour, as' one
of the forms of the class struggle, will continue even after
the liquidation of classes, as a prolonged and stubborn
struggle for the “socialist remoulding of the mind of man”.
Do not forget that surrounded by capitalism as we are, the
liquidated classes, which formally have submitted to the
new system, will attempt to smash it by all means in their
power, quietly, by inconspicuous sabotage, by wage-grabbing,
'b%r slacking at work, by bureauwcracy, pilfering, profiteering,
ete. i

*) New Economic Policy—Ed.
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-And those who fail to -appreeiate the ~concrete. social-
economic and political conditions under which we" are con-
structing socialism in the U.S.S.R., will wander away from
the general line of the Party, In the sphere of collective farm
policy they will substitute bureaucratic administration for
mass work among the peasant collective farmers. They will
regard ecollective farm property as state property and not
as the collective property of the farmers. On distributing the
harvest in the collective: farms . they will widely apply the
equalisation methed on . the principle “distribution according
to size of the family”. They will have fantastic ideas about
forming agricultural- industrial combines. In the sphere of
socialist mdustrlahsatmn and circulation they will ignore
the last stage of N.EP., which +is still essential for us—
business aécounting, fmanmal control the regime of economy,
ete.

And these “left” deviations interfere, and will in the
future hamper the Party in fulfilling the important task of
increasing the efficiency of labour and the problem con-
nected with this—reducing the cost of pr‘oduetion and
improving quality, the organisational-economic strengthening
of the collective farmg and the Jmprovement of supplies for
the toilers of our country.

These “left” deviationg also foster Right opnorfunlsim
which is the chief danger, opportunism which is trying to
drag us in the direction of restoring capitalism and its
methods of economy (drift; conniving at kulak tendencies,
the waste of social property, ete.). It is true that since it
wag taught a lesson not long ago right opportunism does not
dare to come out openly with its platform. It dreams quietly
about glowing ‘down the rate of mdustrmhsatmn, about
returning to .the previous stages of N.EP., the revising of
the collectivisation po]icy Our Bolshevik. Party which grew
up and became steeled in the struggle against opportunism,
will' strike mercilessly at it in future, even if it comes out
without a platform and in the form ot vague, amorphous
sentiment, .

V. The' Main Tasks of Current Policy. |

What. are the ways and means by which. we can overcome
our present difficulties? The Party has already received the
answer to this question. It received it in the form of:the
six conditions of Comrade Stalin..The historic significance
of these "conditions lies in that ~“Comradé Stalin did not
merely  propose - them for the current “situation; but as
guidance for the Party and the working class Which holds
good for the whole historical period of the construction of
socialism. In them the working class of our country and of
capitalist . countries found the reply to the question as to
what was the. concrete content of the present stage of
socialism. To fight against “equalisation”, against “deper-
sonalisation” and for -business accounting—are these tasks
for one month, for one season, for one year? These are the
tasks that eorrespond to the basic principles of Marx and
Lenin regarding - the first phase of Communism, and the
fulfilment of these tasks will take up the whole, or nearly
the whole of the first phase of Communism. By putting these
taskg before us, Comrade Stalin put a check on these who
had already jumped from the concrete, historical conditions
of the beginning of the first phase of Communism and who in

" their 'practical  policy reflected the illusion- that it was
possible to achieve .the equality of the second phase of

Communism, direct socialist exchange of products, right &t .

the present day, at the beginning of the first phase of
Commuunism.,

Or. take the problems of ‘the organlsatlon of labour,
labour power and skilled cadres—problems- which have to be
solved by our Party in completely new conditions—are these
merely problems of the present day? No! They are problems
of a whole historie period. And the task of our Party, trade
union, and business organisations is to apply concretely in
their work the points of Comrade Stalin under the conditions
actually prevailing on every sector of the economic front.
This is the essence of conecrete leadership, the absence of
which frequently gives rise to such great difficulties. Concrete
leadership presupposes a series of measures based on a
calculation of the growing demands which the masses make
on the new system, great initiative on the part of the lower
economic units, a certain. decentralisation of .the reconomic
organisations within the framework of the general plan,
liberating our economic system from useless forms of bureau-
cratic centralism (we have already begun to.divide pur chief

commissariats .and economic institutions into smaller units),

and the application from top to bottom of the systemn of
individual responsibility for given tasks, and above all the
adoption of business accountmg and 11nancu1 control.

It must be frankly stated that we have not yet applied
business accountlng and financial control. With regard to these,
we still have in operation many relics of war communism,
fostered from time to time by ideological leaps into the second
phase of Communism. We must introduce business accounting
into all branches of our ecdonomy. For example, in practice we
must enforce  material ~responsibility (finanecial) for the
factory which is to blame for disorganising the work of
another factory. Let us suppose.that a textile factory stops
working  five or six times in a day because the' electric
power station did not supply current, the station must pay the

loss incurred and must itself demand compensation for loss

from the organisation which supplied poor quality peat and
thus caused frequent stoppages ‘at the power station.

But at the same time the Party must strike hard at every-
one who, on the pretext of introducing business accounting,
drags in the commercial methods of the first years of N.EP.,
and calls for the restoration of “freedom of trade” and the
free market. A correct application of the methods of business
accounting in the present stage of sccialism presupposes s
stern regime of econcmy, and this means that we must keep
the expenditure on our new constructions within the limits
of the estimates, that we must definitely fix the order in
which -they are to be built, avoid uaproductive expenditures
in the factories, avoid having superfluous people on central

government supply, it means carefully handling complicated

tools and machines—it means further the establishment of
firm financial discipline, putting ap end to the contemptuous
attitude that some adopt towards the Soviet ruble, to
acctmulate necessary reserves’ which will enable the enter-
prisés -to meet contingent difficulties.

Business accounting is the surest way to increase the
efficiency of labour -and to improve. the quality. of our
products, to strengthen the collective farmg organisationally
aad economleally and consequently to improve supplies for the
broad masses. .Of course, we do not want a caricature of

business accounting; but.we need business accounting .as the -

basic- element of fthe -plan, and applied to  every machine
group, every machine,
farm, the bmo ade ‘and. the individual collective farmer.

" In 1919 Tenin said- that “the efficiency ‘of labour in the
long run is the most important and the chief thing necessary
for the victory of-the new social order”. Socialism will conquer
because 1it- shows a higher productivity of " labour -than
capitalism can show. But the productivity of labour is deter-
mined by two factors—firstly the level of technique which
includes the question of the equipment of our factories, the.
ability to operate complicated machines and tools, the training
of skilled cadres for our industry, the proper organisation
of- labour in the factories, ete. To ensure this condition—the
raising of the productivity of labour—our Party has done ‘and
is still doing a great deal. It has reconstructed all our
factories. Such factories as the “A.M.O.” which has grown
from the small autermobile shop owned by Riabushinsky, into
a giant, is far from being an excéption. Every vear it trains
thousands of young Soviet engineers, who have already become
prominent such as Kartashov in the Donbas, Kanemoshnikov

and every. worker, to the collective

in Baku, excellent workers whose qualifications far exceed |

those of the best specialists in capitalist industry.

" Secondly, the productivity -of labour is determined by a
factor of a social-political character, namely, by the socialist
attitude to labour. This opens up an enormous field for a
prolonyged stubborn, revolutionary educatmnal effort for the
“socialist remoulding of the mind of man”. Fhis is one of the
chief tasks of the second Five-Year Plan. Socialist competition
and shock-brigade methods have ‘raised the soeialist attitude

of our working class to labour to a tremendous height; 70 per

cent, of the workers in the factories are now engwaged in
shock-brigade and socialist competition.. They have developed
also in the collective farms. and are transforming the

mentality of yestérday’s individual farmer into that of col-

lectivism. -~ Socialist competition ‘and shock-brigade work
represent on a par with the heroism of the civil war, the
finest and brightest page in the history of our revolution.

But it would be wrong to think that since socialist com-
petition and.shock-brigade work have strongly developed, we
have already remoulded the minds-of our toiling population in
the. spirit of socialism. The psychology of ‘the masses cannot

make dizzy leaps towards. complete Communism if the material:

—
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conditions of human life have not yet emerged from the first
phases of Communism. If we, members of the C.P.S.U. the
party of the social revolution and of socialism, cannot yet say
that we are communists in the sense of the second phase of
Communism, then what can we except of the -non-Party
workers and the mass of collective farmers? The bulk:of our
proletariat represents a new stratum’ of the proletariat; the
overwhelming majority of eur industrial workers hdve only

recently come from the country. The old stratum: of the.

proletariat which has been in industry for years, is a very, thin
stratum, while the new stratum from the villages, bring with
them the sentiments of yesterday’s small owner with which
they are still imbued. And if we observe thg .process, how
socialist competltlon, shock-brigade work and the work of our
Party and trade unions turns these raw village masses into a
new. type of man and woman we shall see an amazing picture
of the renaissance of human psychélogy under the new
material conditions of socialism. But these are still far from
being the communists of complete socialist society.

But still ‘more  difficult processes of the reeonstruetlon of
the human mind are taking place and will take place in the
. collective farms. In the year of the great change, the masses
of middle peasantsdefinitely turned in the direction of
socialism. But we must know how firmly to consolidate these
masses in the- collective farms, to reorganise them under con-
ditions which are new to them, to give them a new orientation,
to,re-educate them. And this is a very difficult task which
may give us many a headache yet. In pursuing its policy our
Party takes all these difficulties in the matter of the socialist
re-education of the masses into *account. Therefore, -while
greatly . developing the new socialist stimuli, our Party does
not neglect to use the stimulus of personal interest either
in socialist industry or in collective farm practice. Hence, in
our ‘wages policy, we employ the system of wage scales, we
have introduced piece work, wages depend on the quahty of
the work performed, etc.

It is well known that we are also expeuencmg dlfflculnes
in supplying the toiling masses. What measures is our Party
taking at the present time to overcome these dlfﬁcultles?
Firstly, the rapid rate of industrialisation’is the best method
of overcoming the commodity shortage and of satisfying the
growing demands. of the t01hng masses.-'In addition. to in-
creasing the sown area in the seécond Five-Year Plan. to
160 million hectares, the extensive development of collective
vegetable farms and state cattle ranches,—which in the main
have already overcome the difficulties of the organisational
period and have brought their stock of sheep to 4% millions,
horned cattle to 2% millions, and pigs to one millién,—in
addition to. more extensively developing light industry than
previously, our Party in the: last few months has introduced
two important measures—the development of collective farm
trading and the development of the production of articles for
immediate consumption in. the big factories (the chief role in
which is played by the newly organised waste utilisation de-
partments of factories-especially in the metal industry, for the
manufacture of goods of general utility for the villages). And
as these measures are not only calculated to improve supplies
for town and country, but are the main lever for the
organisational and economie strengthening.of the collective
farms; I shall have to deal with them in greater detail.

The decrees recently passed by the Soviet government on
collective - farm tradrng are .. the economic and  politieal
continuation of the six conditions of Comrade Stalin, forming
with them a complete system of medsures calculated to secure
a further rapid advance to socialism in our country and which
rest on a combination of the stimuli of both soecial . and
individual interests in accordance with the stage of soc1ausm
through which we are passing.:

The bourgeois and social- democratm press inter preted
these decrees as marking the beginning of a return to the
‘ first period of N.E.P. Can this collective farm tradrng be

compared with the first period of N.E.P.? Cf eourse not. The
socialist sector now occupies the predominating position in
the economics of our country; the arena of socialist aceounting,
control and regulation has been widely extended the apparatus
of  Soviet ‘state and co-operative trading in spl‘re of all its
defects, handles practically the whole commodity turnover of
the country, the kulaks have been liquidated as a class in the
districts where complete collectivisation has been established
and: a- great hlow has. thus been struck at' the -parasitic
_ elements, the strengthening of the proletarian dictatorship has

given the Soviet government great power: in: the..struggle
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against speculators and traders. Only apologists of capitalism
can deliberately spread the opinion that this is a step back
from eollectivisation, a return to N.E.P. of the first period, the
abandonment by the Party of the construction of classless
society.

“At'the beginning of NEP Lenm, in reply to a question
put to him by the English newspaper correspondent Arthur
Ransome as to whether N.E:P. “would not lead to the
dlctatorshlp of the middle man on the market as the result of
“free trading”, ‘quite reasonably answered: “How can that
happen when produetlon is in our hands and not in the hands
of the middle man?”’ Now we can say more. Now we hold the
predomindnt position in the market. What new positions can
the private capitalists seize in the villages if the Jand and the
means of production (implements, tractor power) are socialised,
if, the machine-tractor stations .are gradual’y helping to
transfer the present artel*) form of the collectivisation of
agricultural implements to . the higher stage of being an
undertaking of the socialist ;type, not differing from the-
factory? The orchard and garden, private animal stock (cows;
sheep, chickens); the share of the farm produce. received by the
collective farmer on the basis of the number of days he has
worked, all remain the private property of the collective
farmers but .all .those are merely elements of the personal
fund of consumption of.the collective farmer and his family.
They are not means of production, ownership of which would
create the conditions for. the exploitation of man by man. If
the coneumptlon fund - be compared with wages, bhecause
collectivisation is not entirely the same as the relationships

. that exist in a socialist factory, and a collective farmer is’

still not entirely the same as a p1oletar1an nevertheless, this
personal consumption - fund of the collective farm family,
realised through .the market, eannot, on the other hand be
identified . with | small eommod1ty farming. . Although
économically, the market relations of the unsoecialised part:of
a collective farm resembles those of small commodity.farming
the  social relations of the collective farm, however, are
appr0x1mate to those.of the socialist. factory. To fail to see
the dialectics.of collective farming is to make a number of
mistakes in practical. collective farm policy. This means, to
regard - collective farm: trading, not as the perfectly nwatural
functlon of the ‘artel form of the collective farms, but as a
(301106%1011 to “petty bourgeois” anarchy. But the theory ‘of
“concessions”, i. e., statements that collective farm tradrng is
a concession, ‘a retreat reflects in practice those excesses in
collective farm practice which - foster equalisation and
depersonahsatmn, leadlng to the ab.:olute dlsv‘uptlon of some
collective farms.

Why do we :fight agams‘t equalbatlon in wages in .the
sccialist factory? Why do we employ the stimulus of- the
personal interest of the worker in order to raise his output,
and pay wageés gccording to results? Why is it that in enter-
prises of ‘the consistently socialist type, i. e., higher forms than
that of collective farms; we permit piece work? And why is
it that sometimes in our practical work in- the. collective
farms, in the lower artel form; we have gone to such a length
of ‘bureaucratic distortions with this equalisation in payment
and lack ef personal responsibility that -we hinder both the
social and -the individual stimulis-to labour? When our Party,
on. the initiative. of Cemrade -Stalin, corrected thiz pernicious
practice . and, not in. the least degree changiny the basis of
our colleetwe farming policy, by means of the new decree
gimply directed the entire attention of the Party and Soviet
apparatus to the correct Leninist-Stalinist application of this
policy, the bourgeoisie and their™ social-faseist hangers-on
raised a howl tha_’t we were returning to the N.E.P., that we
were ‘making “concessions” to &lementary ferces, ete. What
is. meant by a struggle against the equalising tendency and
lack ‘of personal responsibility in collective farming? It means
an inereased fund for the personal consumption. of the ecol-
lective farmer ,and his:family, here, too, mdking use of the
incentive of persomal interest, through the market, it is true,
but a miarket which is direeted. whieh ig regulated by the
proletarian &state, a market- which serves the interests of
socialist construetion, or, what is the same thing under the
proletarian dictatorship, which serves to raise the. standard
of living of the toiling masses. But did our Party ever deny or
entirely replace the socialist- stimulus . by the .stimulus  of
personal interest in the collective farms? The very arte} form
of the collective farm s the best comhination of personal and

*) Co-operative. Ed. il
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social stimuli, because we are now only at the beginning of
the first phase of Communism (socialism), and we chose this
form of  socialised agriculture and not the agricultural
commune,

“The conditioas are not yet ripe for agricultural com-
muneg as the prewalllng form, in which not only production
but distribution also is socialised *).”

dThe basic line laid down bv Comrade Stalin still holds
g00;

And when certain people advise us to give up the new
social stimulus and rely only on the individual stimulus of
the peasants for the purpose of raising the level of agriculture,
we cannot describe these counsellors otherwise than as The
mouthpiece of the kulaks. We never rejected the personal
stimulus of the collective farmer. But the inecreased emphasis
which is now being put on the individual stimulus has a
different pelitical meanmg Behind the talk of restoring
individualist stimuli there is hidden a cowardly attempt to
revise the policy of collectivisation.

As we know, the whole of bourgeois political econorny has
been built up on the idea that no society can exist without the
individualist principle of personal interest, that socialism is
1mpossable for the wvery reason that it destroys this
“fundamental of fundamentals” of capitalist society. Not ‘only
our system but monopolist capitalism itself has proved the
reverse. ' ’ .

Impersonality, the crushing of all individuality, the
bureaucratisation of the economic apparatus due to the
growth of unproductive expenditure, that which Schmalenbach

called the “bonds of business’—this is the direction of the

development of mpnopolist capitalism. ,

And now, when the individualistic stimulus is passing
through such fundamental perturbations in the capitalist
world, we in the land of socialism are advised to return to it.
And what does a return entirely to the stimulus of personal
interest mean in agriculture except a return from
collectivisation to small commodity farming. Moreover, why
should the stimulus of personal interest be interpreted to
mean exclusively wage hogging, the striving of the collective
farmers to sell.the whole of the marketable part of their crop
on the private market at speculative prices, the restoration of
the “personal” work of the collective farmer and his family
on a separate, exclusive, isolated part of land, with the help of
primitive implements of labour, a horse and plough?

-And is not the advantage of large scale production over
small production, the replacement of the barbarous, peasant
form of hand labour by the work of machines and the resulting
enormous increase in the productivity of this labour, the
shortening of the busy seasons in farming, the. freeing of
peasant hands from extra work, the penetration of electricity
into the villages,: the  introduction of artificial irrigation,
which are possible only on a “collective” basis and  which
abolish the age-long worry of the peasant concerning rain,
does not all this serve as a “stimulus of personal interest
for the peasant in the collective form of farming?

How othérwise ean we explain the overfulfilment of the
Five-Year Plan of collectivisation which took place in the

U.S.S.R. in 1929, the unquestionable historic fact that the
middle peasants not to speak of the poor peasants irrevocably
turned in the direction of socialism in the “year of great
change”, joining in solid ranks the collective farms and
fonm\in\g whole regions of complete collectivigation?

What idealist motives and what ideal measures of
organisation could have compelled millions of peasants who
had lost the stimulus of personal interest, year after year, to
plough and sow, to reap and mow, to plough up summer
fallow, to sow in the autumn when the fields are almost like
swamps? Why did the stimulus of personal interest of the
collective farmer, which acted in combination with the new
social stimulus in 1929 more or less correctly, fail to act in
19322 It is merely a seasonal stimulus? Furthermore, why does
it act fairly well at the present time din the midle Volga,
where in spite of the drought last year, the sowing pl an was
fulfilled, the harvest was gathered in good time, or in the
Moscow region, which has carriéed out all the agricultural
campaigns of the last few years not at all badly, but for some
reason thig unfortunate stimulus breaks down in the Ukraine.
One would think that this stimulus is subject to local
variation, And this local variation exists not only in wlhole

*) Stalin: Giddy with Success,

regions but in separate distriets in that region and even-in
one and the same distriet, in individual collective farms. We
can find two collective farms in one and the same district,
where in one, the stimulus fails to act, as in the Ukrainian,
while in the other it ac¢ts as effectively as in-the middle Volga
and the Moscow Region. It is quite obvicus that the guestion
is not one of “stimuli” but of the érganisation. of the collective

farm, that talk about stimuli is an attempt to throw the -
- responsibility for organisational impotence and inability omn

to objective causes, to turn away from the difficulties of
organisational tasks, to choose the easiest path.

The task of organmatlonally and econonncally streng-
thening the collective farms is now the main link which we
must seize in order to pull the whole ehain of taskg for rais-
ing the agriculture of our country. Without this it will be
impossible to raise-agriculture. We cannot improve the harvests
by -elimination of weeds, winter fallowing for crops like beet,
we cannot restore and extend individual and collective cattle
raising, dairy farming, chicken farming, vegetable gardening,
fruit growing, ete. if we do not increase the profitability of
the collective farms. And this in turn presupposes the proper

organisation of labour in the collective farms based on a

combination of social and personal stimuli, the introduetion of
piece work in the collective farms, the ruthless élimination of
equalisation in wages and lack of responmbﬂlty which foster
loafing on the job, a careful supervision' and control over the
quality of the work proper registration of this work and a
sensible and economic division of labour among the brigades.
This also presupposes reducjng so-called capltal 1nvestment in
the collective farms to the lmits of actual necessity, the
ruthless cutting down of all kinds of management expenses,
the organisation of all kinds of supplementary handiceraft
work in addition to field work. )
We shall not advance a single step forward in raising
agriculture unless we increase the profitability of the working
day. Millions of collective farmers must become convinced
by personal experience of the greater economic advantages
collective ' farming brings them compared with individual
farming. It is not a matter of words and speeches and
agitation, but a matter of facts which speak for themselves
and convince the collective masses.
) Finally, the problem of the 'organisational and economical
utreng‘chemng of the collective farms is connected with the
development of the Soviet goods turn-over. Collective farm
trading will receive a great impetus if, in exchange for the
products of agriculture and stock rearing in the villages,” a
stream of manufactured goods for g-eneral use flows from the
towns. We must not forget that our smytchka*) with. the
villages, which above all is of a productive character, does not
exclude consumption. Our Party and the Soviet government
are now taking energetic measures todevelop the manufacture

~ of articles of general use by a supp]ementary mobilisation of

commodity resources.
Such are the measures by which the C.P.S.U. is strengthen-
ing the cause of socialism in the U.S.S.R.

VI. The Path of the U.S.S.R. is the Path
of Revolution and Victory.

When Lenin left us, he said: “Ten or twenty years of
proper relations with the peasants and vietory is assured,
even if the proletarlan revolutions, which are growing, should
be delayed.” Under conditions when the proletarian revolution
in other countries is being delayed, we-treasure this behest
of Lenin like the apple of our eye. The relations of the pro-
letariat to the peasants in the U.S.S.R. have already become
not merely an alliance, not merely a smytchka as we called
these relations in 1929. Thanks to collectivisation they have
become something more. The position now is not merely that
class interests coincide; they have grown into the unity of
class interests based on the unity of the social system.

The proletariat of the U.S.S.R., under the leadership of the
C.P.S.U., secured the victory of socialism with the support of
the world proletariat, but for the time being, without the
practical help of the world proletarian revolution.

But the cause of socialism would make immeasurably

greater progress in the U.S.S.R. if we got help from your side.

in the form of a proletarian revolution:
The world proletariat must know that its belatedness in
the matter of the world -proletarian revolution has created

*) Alliance. Ed.
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many. additional difficulties for us. The fact that our pro-
letariat was the first to break through the imperialist front
without support from the proletarian revolution in other coun-
tries made this work particulary difficult, much more difficult
than it will be for the workers of those countries which, in
the approaching second round of revolutions and wars, will
take - the path of the proletarian revolution.

It is true that in the struggle for the proletarian revolu-
tion in your countries you will encounter maay additional
difficulties that did not exist for us Russians on the eve of the
October Revolution. But you have many advantages which we
had not when we marched to the October Revolution.

- It is true that your capitalism is more firmly established
than Russian capitalism was in 1917, but your proletariat is
much more numerous and much stronger than ours was. It is
true that your bourgeoisie is cleverer and has learned many
lessons from the October Revolution, but it is also the task of
the Communist Parties to learn from the- experience of the
October Revolution, so as to be more strongly armed against
a cunning, deceitful and clever enemy.

It is true that we Bolsheviks were helped by the war,
but you are being helped by the world crisis,

It is true that we were saved by the enormous expanse of
our territory, but in your rear you have the enormous. place
d’armeg of the proletarian revolution and socialism in the
U.S.S.R.

It it true that soeial democracy is stronger in your coun-
tries than it was in the U.S.S.R., but if you have not been able
to undermine the influence of social demoecracy in spite of
the world war, the proletarian revolution in the U.S.S.R., the
-revolutions in the Central Empires*) and the world erisis, the
fault is yours. : :

It is true that fascism has come across the path -of the
proletarian revolution in your countries, which was not the
case with us, but the appearance and growth of fascism are
due to the over-ripeness of capitalism-and the belatedness of
the ‘proletarian revolution. -

“At the Second Congress of the Comintern we said that
the proletarian struggle for power in the capitalist countries
would be more difficult than here. But comrades, certain
changes have taken place since then. .The U.S.S.R.. has
victoriously fulfilled the first Five-Year Plan and  is entering
into the second. By this it renders enormous assistance to the
world proletariat in the struggle for power. The country that
next  takes the path of proletarian revolution after the
U.S.S.R. will have behind it, not the Socialist Republic of
1920 . in the period of war commuaism, but a socialist,
industrialised country, which has completed a Five-Year Plan.
We rushed into the fight alone in the sense that we had

behind us neither a victorious proletarian revolution nor a .

country which was victoriously building socialism, We had
no ready made models of practical socialism. You have an
invineible fortress—a socialist country with a firm industrial
basis. Our experience of the varfous stages of our revolution
will help you to avoid many difficulties in the sphere of
relations with the peasants, N.E.P., collectivisation, the
management of socialised industry, etc. We took a road
hitherto untrodden by human feet, You will march along a

beaten path, For you the coastruction of socialism will be -

many times easier than it was for us, because you will inherit

.from the past a higher level of productive forces than the -

October  Revolution inherited. And if we were able to obtain
our tremendous successes, in spite of the difficulties we had
to overcome day after day owing to the low level of productive
forces we inherited, then what unprecedented rates of develop-
ment and expansion will you achieve when your productive
forces are put on a socialist basis?

The experience of our first Five-Year -Plan and the
prospects of the second, tell the workers in the ecapitalist
countries who still fear the cost of revolution and the
difficulties of constructing socialism that: in 1918-19, after
the end of the World War you feared the cost of revolution,
but during the past fifteea years you have suffered greater
loss by preserving the obsolete capitalist system. And will it
be only fifteen years? You were afraid that revolution and
civil war.would destroy the productive forces, but the world
crisis of capitalism has destroyed them to a far larger
extent than revolution would have done. You were afraid of
the convulsiong which might be caused by the proletarian
revolution—unemployment,depreciation of currency, fierce class
struggles, bloody war; but capitalism has put you into a zone

*) i, e. Austria and Germany in 1918, Ed.

of trémendous convulsions, faseism, war, the undermining of
-the material basis of existence of millions of human beings.

You dreamt of “stabilised capitalism”, but the relative,
decayed capitalist stabilisation which was established atter
the first round of revolution and wars has come to an end,
You were afraid of the difficulties of socialist construction,
but capitalism has compelled you to share with it all the:
sufferings of its own death agony—the closing. of factories,
the failure of banks, unemployment and the loss of the
savings of small depositors, wage cuts, the reduction and
even the abolition of social insurance, the increase of exploita-
tion. Proletarians, comrades, you must choose between
capitalism and . socialism, between reaction and revolution,
between the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie and the dictator-
ship of your own class. There is no other way. And we have
no doubt as to the choice which the working clasg of the
world will make, It will choose the path- of the proletariat
of the U.S.S.R., the path of revolution and victory!

~ POLITICS

The Plans for Changing the Constitution
in Germany.
By B. Steinemann (Berlin).

Reichs Chancellor von Papen  delivered a speech on
October 12 in Munich, in which the “reform of the Constitu-
tion” occupied a prominent place; in fact the entire visit of
the Chancellor to the Bavarian capital was devoted to dis-
cussions and negotiations on the “reform”.

The technical preparatory work for this intended change
in the Constitution was already commenced in the Reichs
Ministry for the Interior at the end of September, Various
plans have been submitted which can be summed up in four
main points: . »

1. Alteration of the voting age: the voting age is to be
raised from 20 to 25 years (the right # be elected from 25
to 30 years). This would mean that 7 million, chiefly young
workers and toilers (whose radical moods it is obwviously in-
tended, shall be prevented from finding expression) will lose
their right to vote. The proportional representation system is
to be replaced by a system under which the electors vote for
only one candidate, but probably with a second ballot.

2. Establishment of a “Second Chamber”: in addition to,
or better said, above the Reichstag, a sort of a second
Chamber will  be set up. The “second Chamber” will
possess “equal rights” with the Reichstag, i. e., in practice
it will completely paralyse the Reichstag and thus give
a free hand to the government. According to one of
the plans, the “second Chamber” will counsist of a third
c¢f members of the Reichsrat, i. e. the representatives of
Bavaria, Baden, Saxony etc., another third of members of
the Reichs Economic Council (a board of employers’ represen-
tatives and some trade union bureaverats) and.a third of
“personalities” nominated by the Reichs President and the
government.

3. Increased powers to the Reichs President. Although
the ‘“democratic” Weimar Constitution contains paragraph
48 which places extraordinary dictatorial power in the hands
of the Reichs President, these powers are to be exteaded still
further. Paragraph 54 of the Constitution, according to which
the Reichg government has to resign after a vote of censure
by the Reichstag, is to be abolished.

4. The Reichs Reform: It is intended to set up a union
between the Reich and Prussia (almost four-fifths of
Germany). The Reichs Chancellor will be at the same time
Prime Minister of Prussia, who will be assisted by a Minister
“without portefolio” as deputy in Prussian affairs. The
Prussian Diet will formally remain, but separate elections
for Prussia will not take place, the members of Parliament
elected in Prussia forming the Prussian Diet, which will not
adopt political decisions but only assist in the drawing up
of the budget for Prussia. o

The remaining States such as Bavaria, Wiirttemberg,
Saxony etc. fear that the union between the Reich and
Prussia will mark the commencement of restrietions of the
independence hitherto enjoyed by them. Papen's journey to
Munich;*his speech to the Baravian Ifdustrial Federation,
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-and "his conversations with’ the Bavarian Government and
_the Bavarian People’s Party aimed at pacifying the South-
, German State' governments and even to grant them, at least
. for the time being, greater independence -than hitherto and
in return to obtain their aid in the contemplated alteration
of the Constitution and the union of the Reich with Prussia.
As Papen stated in his speech in Munich:

“The Reichs Government will so draw up the draft
Constitution that it will be laid before the Reichstag
when it meets. It is hoped that the Reichstag will show
itself capable of coping with thig great task.”

. What is the meaning of the intended alteration of the
-Constitution? ‘With the inner-political strengthening of the
German bourgeoisie with the necessity, in face of the deep
economic. crisis and the accentuation of class antagonisms
.and in view of the political antagomismg for it to. proceed
more drastically against the workers, some. of the “demo-
cratic” provisions of the ‘Weimar Constitution have proved an
cbhstacle to the capitalist measures. The bourgeois parties
with a mass following, the Hitler party, the Centre and the
social democracy, confronted with the Communisty in Par-
liament, are compelled, out of fear of losing their followers,
to manoeuvre, and for capital this means delay in putting
_through its measures against the working class. This becgme
obvious on the occasion of the Reichstag vote on September 12,
when the national socialist party and the social democratic
party voted for the Communist motions for the abolition of
Papen’s emergéncy decrees and also for the vote of censure
‘against the - -Papen government,

The “democratic” mantle, which has hitherto served to
“ coneeal and protect the rule of capital, has become a hindrance
to the necessarily ‘more ruthless actions of capital. The de-
mocratic mantle is therefore replaced by the open fascist
methods. The circles behind the Papen-Schleicher government
‘wish to bring about an alteration of the Constitution which
shall contain a fascist dlctatorshlp in a somewhat concealed
Parliamentary form:

In principle, all the bourgeois parties of Germany support
this "intended changg of the Constitution. The quarrel only
turns on the extent of the Parliamentary camouflage and the
influence of the parties in the State apparatus

. The German nationalists fully support the plans for
altering the Constitution. No Dbill can go far enough for them.
The ex-crown-prince, who is a member of this party, according
to newspaper reports, has stated that he is to be appointed
viee-regent. The Papen Government considered it necessary to
deny the statements of the impatient Hohenzollern prince.

The Hitler Party is, of course, for the alteration of the
CODS‘tltut‘lOIl, although for tactical reasons it is not entirely in
favour of the disenfranchisement of the youth, of whom it
has many supporters among the petty bourgeoisie.

The Centre recently published its views through its deputy

“Bell in the “Kolnische Ze1tumg Dr. Bell is openly dn
1aveur of the formation of an Upper Chamber” having equal
Tights with the Reichstag, ior ‘a satisfactory solution of the
question of. the voting age”, and for doing away with:the
“faults -of the present system of election lists”. What the
Centre, and with it the Bavarian People’s Party Wlshes is that
the federal character of the Reich and, the independence of
Bavaria, Baden ete, be strengthened, and that these States,
i. e. the Centre, shall have oreater qnfluence in the “Uppex
Chamber”.
. As reégards the Democratic Party, its leader, the former
Minister Dletrych speaking at the “South~-West German Con-
ference of the Democratw Party” held on October 2 in Mann-
heim; stated: “we are striving: for the development of. the
Rewhsrat into an Upper Chamber with equal r]ghts with the
Reichstag”. .

The social demoeracy will, of course, attempt to stage
oppositional sham fights agamst the alteration of the Constitu-
tion. But as-a matter of fact the social demoeratic leaders have
Several times pronounced in favour of the electoral disenfranch-
tsement of the young workers and toilers. Moreover, it was the
docial democratic - Prime - Minister of Prussia, Braun, who
already in July 1931 discussed with Briining the main outlines
of the present. alteration of the Constitution.

" The Communist Party is the only Party which is ruthlessly
oppoanﬂ the intended alteration of the Constitution. The line
of the. C.P.G.

,

the pacification action.
to. the methods usually adopted in East (halicia and were
‘supplemented by courts martial and summary courts, After the

is inddcated- in an article by Comrade Ernst

Thilmann, pubhshed in the “Internatjonale” (the theoretical
organ of the Party):

“In the flght dFainst fascism, against Papen, Schlei-
cher and Hitler, in the fight against every fascist measure
aiming at still further depriving the masses of their rights
and replacing the existing laws by even more reactionary

- laws, we must not allow any illusion to arise that we wish .

to :Elght for the Weimar Republie, that our aim is to
restore a ‘Constitutional state of affairs’,

“We defend the democratic rights of the Workers in
the fight not for the bankrupt bourgeois democracy, but
in the fight for proletarian democracy, for Socialism

The contemplated change of the Constitution will lead to a
further intensification of the -class antagonisms in Germany.

‘The Bloody “Pacification” in Volhyma.
A Statement by the Communist Fraction of the Polish Diet.

The Communist Sejm fraction has recently received in-
formation which throws a. terrible light on the events in

‘Volhynia. This information gives the lie to the denials of the

Polish press of all shades. This press have the effrontéry to
assert that the reports published by the “Daily Herald” and
other foreign papers regarding the bloody pacification action

‘in- Volhynia and the fight of the Ukrainian masses for
‘'emancipation are

“lies”.

The chief centres of the pacification of the Kovel district
are Smolary, Czeremoszho, Hurno and Povursk. In addition to
the police, military forces of various categories took part in
The pacification proceeded- according

arrival of a punitive expedition in a village there commenced
arrests and beatings up of all the peasant inhabitants. Nobody
was spared, but the most active peasants, for example members
of the “Selrob”, were persecuted in the first place. They were
beaten and torturesd in order to extract statements from them
regarding the “bandits” living in the woods and the c¢o-
operation of the population with these “bandits”., (It' has

been ascertained that the peasants provide these “bandits”
“with food and conceal them in their barns.)) The population
‘state that-the pacification detachments not only destroyed

their goods and property but, what is most characteristic,
during the pamflcatlon action, which lasted for weeks, they
did not receive any regular %ood: just as in war-time the
punitive expeditions requisitioned food and fodder from the

" peasants and robbed them of all their stocks of food. and their

cattle.

Under the pretext of fighting against the JnSurgent
peasants, the pumtwe expeditions seized hostages from the
villages. Their fate is unknown. The partisan detachment in
the neighbourhood of Smolary is said to be 80 strong; another in
Kamien-Koszyrski is said to be 160 strong. In the fight against
the peasants military -aeroplanes reconnoitred the dlstrlct

The number of the alleged “bandits” who have been
arrested is said to-amount to over 30. Rumours are current
among the local peasant population that miany hostages and
insurgents have been court-martialled and shot. Exact figures,
however, are lacking. Only four of the arrested insurgent
peasants were given an open trial, Their names are: Terentij
Dyak, Afanasiy Olesczuk, inhabitants of the village of Verchy,
Semen Olearczuk hvmg in the village of -Gnoyno, and
Alexander Mionez, living in the village of Piastovo. They were
all” accused before the summary court in Kovel of participating
in a band under the leadership of revolutionary elements, of

- committing robber ‘attacks on landed estates and of offering

armed resistance to the police. The Jewish weekly paper
“Kovler Stimme"” of September 16, reports that, according to
the indictment before the summary court,- the number of
members of the “bands’ amounts to 49, 'What has happened to
tHe others, the indictment does not-say. Of the: accused four
peasants three were hanged annd one sefnten@ed to. 1mpr1sonment
for life, :

. -The prohlbltlon of the “Selrob” party constltutes the
continuation  of this pacification :aetion.. The .number of
arrests and house-searches amounts to thousands.- The
repressive actions are still going on. - . C g
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Nazi Provocation in Vienna.
Vienna, 17th October 1932

, A pitched | battlo in Wh1ch hundreds of shofs were exchang-

ed took place yesterday between armed fascists and armed
members of the Republican Defence League (thé defence orga-
nisation of the Austrian Social Demoeratlc Party) in the work-
ing class quarter of Simmering in Vienna. On Sunday the
fascists held a district conference in Simmering and mobilised
hundreds of uniformed members for a demonstration. A mob
of uniformed fascists marched to the local headquarters of the
Repubhcan Defence League in the Lorenz Gasse. The Lorenz
Gasse is quite out of the way so that the fasclst responsibility
for:the collisions is absolutely clear. .

The first hand to hand fighting took place in the doorway
of the socialist premises when fascists attempted to force their
way in. Almost immediately shots were fired by the.fascists,
whereupon the socialist worKers armed themselves with rifles
and revolvers stored on the premises and replied to the fascist
{ire. The fascists retired a little distance and erected barricades
{from behind which they fired at the socialist workers.

During the shooting, which lasted some time and was very
heavy, a policeman and two fascists were shot dead. Scores
of persons on both sides were wounded. A large force of armed
police arrived and put an end to the fighting. The police
occupied the socialist premises and disarmed the warkers
found there. In their treatment of the disarmed workers the
police were guilty of great brutality and many of the socialist
casualties occurred after the fighting had ended. A sixty year
old worker was cut down by a police sabre stroke. The facade
- of the house was peppered with bullet marks. According to the
police report, seventy rifles and a number of revolvers were
found on the premises and confiscated. There is no mention of
any fascists having been arrested. Amongst the killed was a
German fascist, apparently a fraternal delegate to the
congress.

The first special edition which appeared on the streets and
dealing with the events was the “Kampfruf” of the Nazis.
It demanded the immediate dissolution of the Republican
Defence League and the prohibition of the Communist Party
and the “Rote Fahne”, the organ of the C.P.; and announced
that on Monday mornmg a deputation would interview the
Federal Chancellor and put forward these demands. There
soon appeared a special edition of the “Arbeiter-Zeitung”, in
which' the central committee of the social democratic party
addressed an ‘appeal to the Vienna workers and again
attempted to quieten and pacify them. Nevertheless this
special edition was very soon confiscated by the authorities.
The content of this special edition and the intention of the
authors of the appeal are best seen from today’s issue of the
“Arbeiter-Zeitung”, which states:

. “It is incredible and unprecedcnted in the political
history that the Public Prosecutor, at the moment of ex-
treme tension, gags the biggest party in the country, just
when the party is endeavouring to inform its supporters and
ally the excitement. That this was the intention of our
special edition is shown by its contents.” :

The Government has already announced its measures. The

first is the appointment of the fascist Major Fey as Minister

for Public Safety. In addition, the Ministerial Council had
a meeting this afternoon at which the Federal Chancellor
Dollfuss announced the adoption of an emergency decree under
the War Emergency Powers Act of 1917. This emergency
“decree prov1des for a striet control of the possession of weapons.
From this it is to be clearly seen that this decree will be
employed in a one-sided manner only against the workers’
organisations.

The Communist Party issued a leaﬂet yesterd»ay in which
it dealt with the occurrences and issued the following slogans:
Not another fascist parade in the workers’ quarters! Clear
the Nazi barracks out of the workers” quarters! Drive the
brown murder bands out of the workers’ distriets! Fight for
the release of the arrested Simmering workers!

The Communists call for a solidarity strike in' Simmering
as a protest on behalf of the 'arrested, as one can already
assume that the ‘social -democrats - w;ll leave the arrested
workers in the lurch. :

THE BALKANS -

After theA Elections in Gregce.
By B. S. (Athens).

The result of the elections to the Greek Parliament mean
in the first place a defeat of the dictatorship Government of
Venizelos, the hangman of the masses. In spite of the pressure
of the government apparatus and the cynical falsification and
cheating in the counting of the votes and the distribution of
seats, the Government did not.succeed in hiding the fact that
the overwhelmmg majority of the electors cast their votes
against the hated Venizelos regime. The indignation of the
broad strata of the population was taken advantage of by the
opposition bourgeois parties, above all by the monarchists,
who concealed their real aims—which differ in no way from
those of Venizelos—behind deceitful phrases about “defending
parliamentary democracy”. But the clearest imdication of the
real feeling and will of the'toiling masses of Greece is the
great success scored by the list of candidates of the Workers
and Peasants United Front, led by the Communist Party.
According to the official figures, the number of voteg cast
for this list is four times as great as in the election in 1928—
and -this in spite of the bestial terror of the government
organs and their fascist bands. This victory is still further
emphasised by the fact that the social demoecratic party, which
was solemnly constituted a year ago as a section of the
2nd International, did not venture to come forward with its
own independent list of candidates, but confined itself to
running some of its leaders as candidates on the lists of the
agrarian party, the party of the kulaks.

The great change in the feeling of the masses and the
squabbles in the camp of the Greek bourgeoisie are a result
of the economic collapse, which was increased by the blows
of the world crisis and the shifting of all burdens on to the
working masses. The output of Greek industry, which in the
period from 1928 to 1931 sank by a third, is still declining; the
so-called productive work, which was undertaken -at the cost
of the foreign capitalists, has been interrupted; more than half
of the workers are hit by unemployment and are deprived of
all benefit. The nominal wages of the workers and employees
have been greatly reduced in spite of the enormous increase
in- price, especially after the collapse of the Drachma. During
the first five months of 1932, exports sank by one third; two-
thirds oft the mercantile fleet is laid idle; out of 11,000 seamen
7,000 are unemployed. The position of the peasantry is dis-
astrous; in the present year the area unddr cultivation has
declined by a third; whole villages are suffering from
epidemics caused by famine. The State revenue has fallen off
considerably, whilst at the same time expenditure for military
purposes has increased. The reserves of foreign bills, mainly
used for paying for armament orders, have fallen to one tenth
of the level of 1928.

The masses are offering a desperate and increasing resist-
ance to the shifting of all the consequence-of the economic
catastrophe on to their shoulders. Strike struggles are continu-
ally taking place in all parts of the country and in all
branches of industry. In May last the State employees, includ-
ing a part of the railwaymen, went on strike. The unemployed
are waging -an energetic fight. The peasants are rising;
collisions with the armed forces are becoming more and more
frequent and -masses of hungry peasants orgamse demonstra-
tions in the towns. The ferment among the soldiers is spreading.

‘The hopes and speculations of the Greek bourgeoisie on
financial aid from abroad have proved illusory. In face of this
situation the Venizelos Government, which represents the
most important groups of the bourgemme——blg capital and
the banks—is seeking a way out of the erisis in an increased
exploitation of the toiling masses, and thereéfore aims at the

‘settmg up of an open military dlctatorshlp supported by -the

“Military League” of the Generals and higher officers. The
monarchlst party, which pursues practically the same 'aims
and is prepared to employ the same methods but is excluded
by Venizelos'from participation in the Government, is taking
advantage of his increasing unpopularity among the middle
and smaller bourgeoisie in order to.take his place. The small
republican-bourgeois and big peasant parties, who supported
all Venizelos’ principal measures, vacillate between the desire,
to be allowed to participate in the Government and the- fear
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of assuming responsibility before the masses for the hated
Government.

The Parliament * Wlthout a majority, the result of thé
recent elections, will undoubtedly become a factor :Eamhtatmg
the Greek bourge01s1e and Venizelos in particular, in going
cver frem the fascist methods of government already employed
by him to the unconcealed fasecist dictatorship.

The revolutionary deputies in the Greek Parliament will
make use of the parliamentary tribune not only in order to
pillory and stigmatise the crimes of the Greek bourgeoisie and
their government. They will bring in interpellations on all
questions touching the vital and immediate interests of the
working populatlon They will move the immediate repeal of
the odious “defence of the realm Act”, the introduction of
complete freedom of organisation and struggle of the exploited.
They will propose an effective social insurance .for the toilers,
especially for the unemployed. They will propose the immediate
liguidation of the budget for war purpose, for the police and
the gendarmerie and the utilisation of the means thereby set
free in relief for the unemployed and the poor peasants. They
will propose thé immediate abolition of all taxes payablée by
the propertyless and the poor population in town and country.

But the deputies of the Workers " and Peasants United
Front will not confine themselves to their courageous fight
in Parliament. Their no less important task will be the work
among the masses themselves. They will place themselves at
the service of all the political and trade union organisations
which have united in the election campaign on the basis of
the united front. They will take part in the organising in.thé
whole country, in the towns and villages, and above all in the
factories, of Committees of the Workers’ and Peasants’
United Front. These committees, elected at mass meetings, will
support the work of the workers’ and peasants’ parliamentary
fraction, will carry on the agitation among the masses. These
committees will organise the fight of the masses in defence
of their parliamentary fraction in the event of the Government
—which has already stolen more than half of the workers’ and
peasants’ seats in parliament—attempting to attack the revo-
“lutionary deputies, to exclude them from parliament and throw
them mto prison.

Financial Bankruptcy and Government
Crisis in Rumania.
By Z. Gregor,

The Stresa Conference, which represented its task ‘'as being
to mobilise the forces of the big Powers for the purpose of
rendering aid to the bankrupt small States of South-East
Europe, was already an ackowledgment on the part of France
that its financial sources of help aloné no longer suffice for
this purpose. The failure of the Stresa Conference was bound
therefore to shake very severely the French vassal system in
South-East Europe.

As a matter of fact, followmg the Stresa Conference,
there was a government crisis in nearly every State which
had placed its hopes in this Conference: in Austria, Hungary,
Rumania and even in Czechoslovakia. The country most
severely shaken as a result of the failure of the Stresa Con-
ference is undoubtedly Rumania.

The Rumania State is completely bankrupt The State
budget this year already has a deficit of 11,000 Lei. The sala-
ries of government employees cannot be paid. The unmet
liabilities of the State amount to about 10,000 million Lei.
The State revenue amounted to merely 1200 to 1300 million
Lei a month, whilst on the other hand the expenditure in-
creased to between 1,700 and 1,800 million Lei. The State
budget was only maintained by the National Bank placing
at the disposal of the Treasury 1,040 million Lei from the
profits of the mint and 405 million Lei as an advance from
the stabilisation fund. In addition, the Government succeeded
a few months ago in obtaining a credit of 50 million Swiss
franes at 414 per cent interest from the Union of Swiss
banks.

To-day, however, the Government has an empty treasury
and is faced with complete chaos in the State finances.

The Swiss loan was already the result of the refusal of
France to grant a loan. The French Government adopted the
standpoint contained in the report of the League of Nations

controller Professor: Rist,’ and ‘demanded the -reorganisation-

of the taxation system; abelition of the prwﬂeges hitherto
granted for political reasons, and of corfuption in general,
repeal of the peasant moratorium law and drastic economy

measures, in particular reduction of the exceedingly large -

number of government officials (50, 000) Paris made any finan--
cial aid dependent upon the carrying out of these measures .

‘under strict foreign control.

At the negotiations which Minister Madgearu conducted
\Vlth the Finance Committee of the League of Natjons.on
“technical ‘co-operation” with the latter, it transpired that
what French finanecial circles intended was a subjection of
Rumania. to tforeign control which would destroy the last
remnants. of its sovereignty.

The Vajda Government rejected these proposals " The
estrangement between Paris and Bucharest was now expressed
in a conflict with the Financial committee of the League of
Nations. Vajda offered the king the resignation of the govern-
ment, which was accepted. The endeavours of Mihalacle, the
Minister of the Interior, to bring about a reconciliation bet-
ween Vajda and Titulescu failed. The king has had a conver-
sation with the Minister of the Interior regarding the forma-
tion of a new Cabinet.

The open conflict between Titulescu and Vajda arose in
connection with the question of the relations of Rumania with
the Soviet Union. Poland; Rumania’s military ally, concluded
a non-aggression Pact with the Soviet Union. France has
drawn up a similar Paect: At the same time France advised
Rumania likewise te regulate its relations with the Soviet
Unijon. This action on the part of France arose out of the
momentary requirements of French imperialism on the Rhine
frontier. Thereupon Vajda, without informing Titulescu before-
hand, ordered the Rumanian Ambassador Kadere to get into
touch with Litvinow for the purpose of concluding such a Pact.
Titulescu was furious. He handed in his resignation as Delegate
to the League of Nations and Ambassador. VaJda accepted this
résignation, at the same time politely informing Titulescu that
the post of Foreign Minister still remained open to him

Thereupon Titulescu took Vajda at his word and tele-
graphed fto Bucharest stating that he aceepted the position of
Foreign Minister.

In thig conflict between Titulescu and Vajda it must be
borne in mind that Titulescu has behind him not only Deter-
ding, but all the right circles in France, including the General
Staff, who are opposed to any regulatlon of the relations

) between Rumania and the Soviet Union and therefore Wel—

come a defeat of Herriot in Bucharest.

The heavy industry, armament industry, the oil kings, the
members of thé General Staff are backing Titulescu, Will
they, however, provide the necessary means in order to bring
order, at least for the moment, into the chaos of Rumnanian
finances?

There is no question, however, that the recent development
in Rumania means a sharpening of the relations with the
Soviet Union, that the financial bourgeoisie of this bankrupt
country are seeking a way out of the crisis in a war- adventure.

~ The Chinese Red Army Threat to Hankow.

Shanghai, 13th October 1932

“The North China Daily News” writes as follows concer-
ning the advance of the red troops on Hankow:

“Apparently the governmental military campaign to clear
the Wuhan distriet (the distriet around the three towns:
Hankow, Wuchang and Hanyang) of the red troops has not
been successful. The acfioa of the government troops in the
south of Hankow has caused the red command to alter its
line of attack and threaten the town from the north. It is
too early to estimate the exact nature of the danger threate-
nipg the town, but the fact that it is again threafened by the
red troopg so soon after the official government report
announcing a vietory over the Red Army causes the general )
public to doubt the truth of the government statements.”

The red troops are now 27 miles to the north Wes*t ofz
Hankow at the nearest point. : S e E



3pne

International Press Correspondence 987..

Germany

Social Democracy National Socialism and their

Role in Rescuing German Capitalism.
' By Th. Lorenz (Berlin). | }

(Conclusxon.)

The Role of the Coalition Policy.

To-day there prevails general resentment, even among the
broad masses of the social democratic workers, on account of
the coalition.policy of the social democratic party. Have they,
however, really recognised the function of this coalition policy?
Finance capital can teach them something on this point. The
“Letters to the Leaders” state:

, “As moreover, the social ‘democratic capztalzsatwn of
~ . the revolution into social policy coincided with the trans-
ferenco of the fight from the factory and the streets to

Parliament, the Ministries and the Chancellerzes, i. e., with

“the conversion of the fight “from below” into security “from

above”; from now on the social democracy and the trade
- . union bureaucmm, and with them also that part of the

working class led by them, were firmly bound to the bour-
geois State and its power; and this so long as there re-
mained over even the slightest of these -achievements to
defend in tkzs way, and as long as the workers foZlowed
their leaders.”

How the 1eaders of the social de»mocrmatalc party anld‘ uf the
reformist trade unions dieceived and fooled the masses im these
years with talk of “democratisation of economy, of the State, of
The Reichswehr and of the police! Was not all this a way to
Socialism: Did noty Wilhelm Dittmann announce
Magdeburg Party Congress in 1929: Socialism wherever we
look?  Hear, what Dittmann said at that time:

- “But comrades, economic development has nol come lo
a conelusion with capitalism. It is advancing to Socialism.
" We are no longer living under pure capitulism, but already
" in the period of transition to Socialism, economic, political
and social.” (Official report of .the Party Congress, page
109.)
Conelusions which Finance Capltal Draws

On the basis of the analysis of the function of the social
Ademocratxc party and of the trade unions for the capltahst
State, finance capital comes to the following exceedmg]y im-
porbant conclusions:

“There are four important conclusions resultmy from
this analysis: 1. The policy of the “lesser evil” is not. a tactic,
it is the political content of social democraey. 2. The tying
of the trade union bureaucracy to the State “from above” is
more constraining than the tying of the irade union bureau-
cracy to the social democracy, and applies to every bourgeois
State which wishes to tie the trade union bureaucracy to itself.
3. The tying of the trade union bureaucracy to the social
democracy stands and falls with Parliamentarism. 4. The

-+ possibility of a liberal social constitution of monopoly capi-
talism - is determined by the existence of an aulomatlic
mechanism which disrupts the working class. A bourgeois
regime based on « liberal bourgeois Constitution must not
only be Parliamentary, it must rely for support on the so-
cial democracy and allow the social democracy adequate
achievements; .a bourgeois regime which destroys these

achievements must sacrifice social democracy and Parlia-

mentarism, must create a substitute for the social demo-
cracy and must go over lo a restricted (fasczst — the
author) social constitution.”

What do these reflections of finance capital mean? If now,
in the acutest crisis, finance capital abolishes all the social
achievements by means of which the social democracy was able
to split the working class and keep it split, the social democracy
party will thereby be deprived of the basis on which it stands.

There then arises the question, however: can the bour-
geoisie give up the social democratic party and in spite of this
retain the aid of the trade unions? Finance eap1ta1 answer this
question in the affirmative. For the trade unions are bound to

the State, no matter what the nature of this State. As we-see,

-

at the

they negotiate to-day with Papen and Schleicher just as they
formerly negotiated with Briining and Stegerwald. Finance
capital concludes from this, that it can separate the trade union
bureaucracy from the social democratic party if Parliamen-
tarism ds abolished and the trade union bureaucracy no longer
attaches any value to being represented’ by a political party.
Of course, the “Letters to Leaders” express the view that the
trade unions must then be incorporated in a new soecial Consti-
tution, i. e., in a fascist Constitution, Here the question of the
social democratic party and the trade uniéns is bound up with
the guestion of national socialism.

Why Finance Capital Needs National Socialism.

The social democratic party can carry out its task of main-
taining capitalism only if it allowed certain achievements, by
means of which it can hold back the working masses from
revolution, But we see at present how all these achievements
are being done away with one after the other. Finance capital
clearly perceives the danger arising from this:

“The process of this transition which we are under-
going at present, because the economic crisis necessarily
destroys these achjevements, passes through the stage of
acute danger that, with the disappearance of these achieve-
ments, the mechanism of disrupting the working class
which .is based upon these achievements, will cease to ope-
rate, with the result that the working class will begin to

turn in the direction of Communism and the bourgeois rule
will be faced with the necessity.of setting up a military
_~dictatorship. This stage would mark the beginning of the
phase of the incurableness of bourgeois rule. As that sluice-.
mechanism can no longer be sufficiently restored, the only
possible means of saving bourgeois rule from this .abyss
is o effect the splitting of the working class and its tying
to the State apparatus by other and more direct means.
Herein lie the positive possibilities and the tasks of natio-
nal socialism.” N

The .social democratic party and the tragde union Jleaders
are no lorhger able to fulfil their task of defénding capitalism,
as capital is compelled by the crisis to do away with those
soaial achievements with the aid of which the social democrats
and the A.D. G. B. kept the workers docile in the interests of
capital, The working masses are turning to Communism. This
represents -a deadly danger to finance capital.” In erder to
obviate this danger, it requires the aid of national socialism,
which splits the working class in another way,

The Hitler Party and the Social Demeoracy.

The “Letters to Leaders” compare the Hitler movement with
the social democratic party and enumerate the features thev
have in common:

“The parallelism is indeed really stmking The then

social democracy (from 1918 to 1930) and present-day natio-
nal socialism perform similar functions in that they both
. were the grave diggers of the preceding system, and then,
instead of leading the masses to the revolution proclaimed
by them, led them to the new formation of bourgeois rule.

The comparison which has often been drawn between E’bert

and Hitler is also valid in this respect.”

It is then further stated that the Hitler Party to-day, like
the social democracy of 1918, bases itself on broad anti- cla,putahst
tenxdenmes among the masses:

“that in appealing to the anti-capitalist yearning for
emanmpatmn both of them promzse a new ‘“‘social’ or
“national” commonwealth . . . . :

From this comparison af funetqons finance capital draws
the following conclusion:

“The parallelism itself shows that national socialism
has taken over from the social democracy the task of pro-
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viding the mass support for the rule of the bourgeozsze in
Germany.”

We consider this formulation contained in the °
Leaders”
the July issue of the “Internationale” (the theoretical organ of
the C.P. of Germany), Comrade Thélmann showed that it
would be wrong to say that national socialism has taken over
the function of the social democratic party and of the A.D.G.B.;
it would be more correct to say that the bourgeoisie »supfports
itself simultaneously on the social democratic party and on the
national socialist party, but that the social democratic party,
precisely because it has behind it the trade union bureaucracy
and thereby has influence over the workers in the factories, still
remains the chief social buttress of the bourgeoisie,

‘Letters to

The Main Weakness of National Socialism,

The “Letters to Leaders” carry their comparison further,
and then proceed to argue that the social democratic party eould
fulfil its role in the interest of German finance capital omly
because it had the trade unions behind it:

) “National socialism is still only a movement , . . and
ideology. If this wall collapses one stumbles into the void.
For whilst it embraces all strata and groups it is not iden-
tical whit anyone of thems; il is mot sociologically incorpo-
rated in any permanent strata of the social structure, In

addition to the above-mentioned parallelism, this important”

circumstance constitutes the fumlamental difference be-
tween these two mass movements in regard to thezr anort-
ance for the recansolidation of bourgeois rule.” .

How rightly finance capital has recognised this chief weak-
ness of mational socialism is shown by the events of the last
few weeks with their serious set-backs for the Hitler movement.
But the Nazi leaders have walso recognised this chief weakness
of theirs and have therefore made the greatest efforts in order
to penetrate 1nto the working class, and above all to obtain a
tirm foothold in the factories. Thes«e efforts have failed for the
time being, The national socialist factory organisation has only
about 110,000 members. of whom 80,000 are clerks and em-
ployees and only 30.000 are workers. It is- therefore of no
importance as a mass basis,

Finance capital also sees quite clearly the result of this
weakness of national socialism:

“In contradiction to the S.P.G., the fascist character

. of mational socialism is determined by its lack of social

basis. Because it- has no specific-social foundation which

. could uphold it even without Hitler, national socialism can

only either capture the whole power in order, by possession

of the State apparatus, to treate what it lacks in regard to

social basis, or break 1ils forces on the social structure

which offers it pohtical resistance and into which it can
find no entrance.”

What is sald here should serve as a lesson to all those
muddle-heads who say: only let Hitler come into power, he will
* soon make a -mess of things. They do not perceive what the
seizure of power would mean to national socialism: the creation
-of a firm basis of existence such as it has never been able to
find up to now. For this reason, the forces of the working class
must be concentrated on repelhng national socialism,

National Socialism and the Trade Unions,

It must have struck every free trade unionist and every
worker in general what strenous efforts national socialism has
been making in the last few months in order to get into closer
contact with the trade unions. It is known that Gregor Strasser
negotiated with Herr. Furtwiingler of the A.D.G.B., and that
the connecting threads between the heads of the A.D.G.B.
and the Nazi leaders which were established through the media-
tion of the christian trade unions and General von Schleicher
have never been completely severed. The workers are asking;
what is the meaning of this? The “Private Correspondence” of
financé capital furnishes the answer:

“As result of their separation from the social demo-

cracy the trade unions would lose the political represen-
tation they hitherto had; in place of it they would need,
in a non- Parlzamentary or wvery limited Parliamentary
State, a- mew political leadership. If national socialism
succeeded in taking over this leadership and bringing the
trade unions into a restricted (fascist, — Author) consti-
tution, just as the social democracy formerly brought them
into the liberal Constitution, then national socialism would

somewhat exaggerated and therefore not correct. In,

thereby become the bearer: of a fustttion indispersable to
the future- -bourgeois rule and must necerssanly find -its
organic plaee in the’sdtial and State System of this rule.”

The Lessons of the “Letters to Leaders” for the Working Class.

The social democratic workers, and also the proletarians in
the ranks of the national gocialist party, now see that what we
Communists 'say regarding the role of the social democratic
party and of the national socialist party in the interest of
finance capital is confirmed by finance capital itself in iits
private documents namely:

1. The social democracy and the trade union bureaucracy
are still to-day the main social buttresses of the wbour‘g‘eeis:ier.

2. As the social democracy and the trade union bureau-
cracy, as a result of the advance of the crisis, are less and less
able to keep the masses from going over to Communism,

national socialism is to enter the breach as rescuer of
capitalism, - -
3. The “labour pohcy of national socialism means service

to finance capital and aims at subjugating the masses by new
means to the rule of finance capital.

4, The only danger to the rule of finance capital and the
ex1stenoe of German capital is Communism, °

5. 'Whoever wishes tQ abolish capitalism &and over‘thro'w
the rule of finance capital must take hig place. in the red
united front and fight for the victory of Communism.

6. The wim of this flght cannot be the restoration of “demo-
cracy”, for * defmocracy is only the concealed rule of finance
capltal but the alm must be the abolition of capitalism and
the settlnrr up-of the rule of the workmg class .

THE STRUGGLE OF THE
" UNEMPLOYED

The Flght of the Unemployed in Beliast.
By R.B. (London).

The fierce and sanguinary fighting which took place in
Belfast on the occasion of the prohibited demonstration of the
unemployed on October 11, marks the highest point reached so
far by the struggle of the workers of the united Kingdom
against the Means Test and the attacks on unemployment

benefit generally. One worker was shot dead and two others

were taken to hospital in' a critical condition. There were over
a hundred others with serious injuries, ineluding twenty police.
Sixty-five arrests were made in the evening and 8 more during
the night for being out during the curfew, which was imposed
during the period from 11 p. m. to 5 a. m. Forty more were
arrested in the morning on the following day on charges of
“rioting”, “arson” and “looting”. In preparation for the banned
demonstration on October 11 hundreds of police carrying batons
and loaded revolvers were mobilised and placed in position
with armoured cars. Other cars were in readiness with steel
cages for prisoners. The first fighting began in the Bally-
macarrett area, where the police charged the assembling de-
monstrators with batons. Three workers were arrested and it
was twenty minutes before the police managed to break up
the ranks of the workers.

As the arrested demonstrators were being driven to the
police station in their steel cage, the police were bombarded
with stones and another charge took place. Shortly before
1. o’clock the' police tried to disperse a gathering' of de-
monstrators in Shankhill Road and made a series of baton
charges, during which a watchman’s hut wag set on fire and
the police were stoned heavily. By 1.30 fighting was taking
place all over the city.‘ In the Ardoyne area trams were stopped
by planks 1aid across the ralls, while in the very centre of the
¢ity a ‘bus taking police up to the Shankills area was over-
turned and the occupants and the driver injured. Here the
police opened fire with revolvers and ome worker was hit by
a bullet. Many shop windows began to get broken and their’
contents were taken.

Barricades were erected in Falls Road and trenches dug’
in the road. Large pipes which.were being 1aid were used for
the barricades and broken pipes were used as missiles.” In
Albert Street ‘the police opened a heavy fire and after
15 minutes fighting the barricades were in flames.” More
police were rushed to the area with not only revolvers’ and
rifles but also:bayonets.: '
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. Charge after charge was 'made by the police all over the
city, -but despite theip, heavy armament and their discipline
they were unable to make more than.a temporary impression

anywhere. In many places the police were overpowered and

beaten off by the-crowd, in which women played a prominent
parti-The workers,. driven into alleys, on oceasion, would form
up-and bombard the pohce with such vigour that they would
f)&tre;t with the workers in pursuit, shouting “We must have
rea »

In a‘fierce battle in Regent Street at 5 o’clock a 30-year
old Worker, Samuel Baxter was found dead with a gun-shot
wound in the chest. Near here a police-inspector was ambushed
and disarmed by six workers. Bus and tram services were
suspended and a police cordon was drawn around the city,
no one being allowed to enter except on official business.

- Fresh fighting broke out in Falls Road when 150 armed
police were marched up with fixed bayonets.

In many districts all the street lights were put out and
armoured cars with searchlights patrolled the streets In the
darkness many buildings were set on fire.

After midnight the town became quiet except in Falls
Road, where every time a policeman showed himself he was
sniped at from windows.

Later reports showed that the Belfast pohce conducted

themselves throughout the week with unrestrained savagery.
The following incidents are but a few of many reported even
in the Belfast capitalist press:
. -A man named Prince was speaking to a baker on the
street when a police armoured car appeared. A policeman
jumped out, seized Prince by the throat, and dragged him into
the car. As far as could be seen he had no -connection with
the demonstrations. :

The police dashed into houses, first battering down. the
doors amd cursing. With revélvers drawn they beat up the
inmates and dragged them into the waiting police cars. Durlng
the night of the 13th hundreds of houses were visited in
search of members of -the Revolutionary Workers Group. In
every case the police behaved like wild beasts, even where
they. found no ‘one against whom they could level any charge,
or whom they could even arrest on suspicion. A number of

. workers reported being beaten with rifle butts on the merest
protest at the arbitrary action of the police.

It is a significant fact that the Inspector General of the

Royal Ulster Constabulary, Lt. Colonel Sir Charles Wiekham, -

who 'i$ responsible for the -police orgamsatlon in Belfast,
played a leading part in intervention in Russia from 1918 to
1920. He played a prominent partin the expedition of General
Knox at Vliadivostok. 'On his return from Russia he was
immediately given his present job of organlsmg the suppression
of the Irish workers. .

'FASCISM

New Wave of Terror in the Italian F ascut
Prisons.

By Vasta (Milan).

The hgure of 2 million fully unemployed, of whlch the
official statistics admit 945 ,972, is in itself an indication of
the extent of the economic erisis which' is shakmg Ttalian
iasc:sm

Ag a result of this erisis the struggles of the workers and
peasants against faseism are assummg a more extensive and
sharper character:

Hundreds of- demonstrations of the unemployed and of
the poor peasants; as well ag the agitation organised and led
hy the C.P. of Italy and the Trade Union Federation (struggles
of 1he rice workers in the Po valley, of the textile workers
in Lombardy,.of the metal workers in Milan) are proof of this,
ag are also the incidents of - the struggle against war
penetrating even into the-army (unrest amoag the soldiers
af two regiments in- Betgamo) and into the navy (incidents
on board the armoured cruiser -Andrea DOI‘la, Trieste ete.)

- In view of. this militancy of the masses, fascism is
abliged - to - resort. to demagoglc manoeuvres, whilst at the
same -time; however, it is compelled to persecute the revelu-
tionary - movement - still more savagely.

. Many arrests; have: taken place in the last . few, weeks in
addition -to-the - ‘Thundreds which were carried, ofttin July- and

August last. Fascism is repeatedly attempting with desperate
means to destroy the illegal organisations of the Communist
Party, the underground groups of the Trade Union Federation
and of the Italian section of the International Red Aid, which
by recruiting new members are continually filling the gaps
in their ranks caused by the afrests. | i

But arrests alone do not suffice in order to call the
revolutionary movement to ‘a halt. Fascism wishes to
intimidate the workers and therefore wreaks vengeance on
the hostages of the workers which it has in its hands, on the
political prisoners, who are the object of special hatred and
lust for revenge. The political prisoners on the deportation
islands and in the prisons have been subjected to a fearful
wave of terror.

Hundreds of political exiles who have already served
their five-year period of exile, have been banished for a
further five years without any trial or legal proceedings. The
best .of our exiled comrades are separated from the others
and transferred from wsuch islands as Ponza, Lipari, and
Tremiti to the more remote and terrible islands where
usually only criminals are detained, for instance to Ustica,
where six of our comrades have been seni to join the
thousands of ordinary ecriminals there, and to Ventotene,
where our. Comrades Pompilio Molinari and Vassili Vassiliadis,
who was a member of the Communist Party of Egypt, are
isolated, )

The new wave of fascist terror, however, is difected with
special ferocity and cruelty agamst the political prisoners in
the ordinary prisons.

The offensive commenced w1th a number of Ministerial
orders rendering the prison regime more severe, above all
by prohibiting the political prisoners having hooks, periodicals
and newspapers. Dozens of inspectors of the Minister of fhe
Interior and of the OVRA (the fascist secret political police)
were sent to the prisons in order to see that the new regulations
were rigorously carried out. 5,000 political prisoners were ill-
treated, deprived .of their books and newspapers and any
printed matter whatever. Qur comrades were even refused the
right to read books from the prison library.

It is further reported that fresh proceedings are being
commenced against our comrades, who have already been
sentenced to 10, 15 and 20 years imprisonment, on account
of “‘re-establishing the Communist Party in the prisons”.

Our comrades in the fascist prisons have risen like one man
against this brutal attack. Commencing with the prison in
San Gimignano, a wave of common protest action on the
part of the political prisoners soon spread to the prisons in
Viterbo, Lucca, Soriano del Cimino, Volterra and Pallanza,

In the prisons of Volterra and Pallanza the political
prisoners. went on hunger strike, In face of this spread of
the. ‘protest movement the government -ordered that ‘the
political prisoners be concentrated in the Cividavecchia prison
near Rome. Several hundreds of our comrades have been
concentrated in the terrible underground cells in the Civita-
vecchia prison, where light and air only enter through a small
hole in the ceiling, guarded by specially selected warders, in
order there To serve periods of solitary ‘confinement up to
three months. This means that for five days in the week these
victimg have nothing but bread and water. At the same tlme,
these prisoners are not, allowed any daily exercise or’ to
correspond with their farmhes The prisoners who have been
sentenced to this cruel regime of solitary confinement include
the best champions of the Italian ' proletariat: Comrades
Terracini, Li Causi, Sanna, Tuli, Monf_rini, Tettamanti,
Sassano, Planezza Gazzottl, Magglonl Secchia and others.’

The transferen@e of the political prisoners to Civita--
veechia and the special punishment to which they have been
subjected, are an attempt to render our comrades physical -
wrecks,

The first group of 200 comrades who were transferred to
Civitaveechia have gone on hunger strike agaimst these
measures. The ‘groups of prisoners who are arriving almost
every day in dozens, heavﬂy chained,” from the various
prisons of Italy also join'in the hunger strlke But the hung;er
stmke has also spread to the other prisons. ‘

International proletarian solidarity must help us to wrestt
these vietims from the clutches of bloody fascism. Great mass
demonstrations have already - taken place in Basle, Ziirich,
Parig and numerous other places. At the moment when Italian
fascism is about to celebrate its tenth anniversary, the tenth
anniversary of misery, starvation and slavery of the working
class - and of the -toiling masses of Italy, the storm of
indignation-on the part of the international proletariat must
render -effective, aid- to the Italian revolutionaries,
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Rumania’s Sabotage of the Fight ior Peace.‘

Tass Agency’s Interview With Comrade Litvinov.:

In view of the question of the non-aggression Pact bet-
ween the Soviet Union and Rumania, which is’ the subject
of lively discussion in the Rumanian press and the press of
other countries, and in view of the recent interview given by
M. Titulescu, a representative of the Tass Agency approache
the People’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs, Comrade
Litvinov, requesting him for an expression of his opinion on
the situation of  the mnegotiations with Rumania. The
representative of the Tass received from Comrade Litvinov
the following communication:

The negotlatmns with Rumania began nearly ten months
ago in Riga, which was the place proposed by the Rumanian
Government for the negotiations, Before the representatives
of the two States arrlved in Riga, Rumania, through the
mediation of the Pohswh Government, submitted the condition
that the questions in dispute between the two States should.
not be touched upon in the negotiations for the Pact, and
that these questions should be placed on one side. The main
question was that of Bessarabia, but there are other questions
which in this way were to remain open until after the
conclusion of the Pact of non-aggression.

The negotiations in Riga were conducted on the basis of
a draft treaty submitted by the Sovijet Government and a
counter-draft of the Rumanian Government. In the course of
some * weeks the plenipotentiaries of the two countries
succeeded in arriving at an understanding on nearly all the

articles of the Pact, and these articles were recorded in the

protocol, in the text agreed upon and signed by the two
plenipotentiaries. As was agreed by the two parties, the Pact
was to be concluded for five years, just as the Pact concluded
_ with Poland, Rumania’s ally. -

Differences of opinion were revealed in Riga on two
points. The Rumanian representative was emphatieally
opposed to there being mentioned, in the introductory part
or any other part of the Pacf, that thé questions in dispute
between the two contractmg part1es are put on one side, that
they are not touched upon in the Pact and that both govern-

ments fully and entirely maintain their attitude to these

questions.
The objections were all the more unfounded as Rumania

itself, before entering into the negotiations, had made this.

point a precondition, and the existence of questions of dispute
between the Soviet ' Umon and Rumania, and especially the
question of Bessarabia, is known to the whole World and
cannot be denied.

Rumania, on its part, proposed formulations on the
obligation of the non- -aggression pact which could be inter-
preted as an immediate recognition by the Soviet- Govern-
ment of Rumania’s oecupation of Bessarabia. We emphatically
rejected these formulations and proposed others, in which it
« was clearly and plainly stated that the Soviet Union under-
takes not to resort in any case to forcible actions in order
to solve any disputed questions. These formulations gave
Rumania full guarantee that the dispute over Bessarabia
would not be used by the Soviet Government in order to
depart from the non-aggression Pact. The discussion on these
two points clearly showed that the Rumanian representative
was less concerned about the non-aggression Pact than to
obtain a direct or tacit recognition by the Soviet Government
of Rumaria’s occupation of Bessarabia. Thereupon negotia-
tions were broken off in order afterwards to be resumed
through the mediation of other countries.

Whilst, however, the Soviet Union, in order to arrive
at an agreement, showed every readiness to meet Rumama
and proposed new formulations regarding the points in
dispute, Rumania made no fresh proposals and  obstinately
stood by the demands and objections made in Riga. We even
accepted some compromise formulations which had been
proposed by representatives of the countries allied with Ru-
mania, who had intervened as mediators. Nevertheless, Ru-
mania rejected these formulations one after the other. ’

The representative of the Polish Government who was
then acting as mediator made proposals to me with the reserva-

et
tion that these proposals should not be binding on Rumania.
This new draft embodied the same ideas which M. Tituleseu,
elaborated some days ago at his interview in Paris. Such a’
proposal, which meant rendermw null and void all the negotia“
tions conducted so far, could of course not be accepted by me,
and therefore 1 proposed that efforis be concentrated ot
removing the differences of opinion which remained aftep-
the negotiations in Riga.

Before my last journey to Geneva, there arrived from d!
country allied with Rumania a new compromise-proposal oil’
the chief point of the difference of opinion in the negotiations:
with Rumania. Unfortunately, at the same time there was
handed in a new draft Pact which differed in every article.
from the text agreed on in Riga. We had every reason fon‘
assuming that this proposal was made in agreement rwuth
Rumandia. I declared that I was prepared to recognise the.
new compromise-proposal as a basis which would facilitate an
agreement to be arrived at in the further negotiations with
Rumanm, on condition that we did not return to the ol}df‘
articles already agreed upon. A

~ On my way to Geneva I said the same thing at a meetmg
with M, Kadere, Rumanian Ambassador in Warsaw, at Wth‘h
it 'was agreed to resume negotiations in SW1tzer1amd

The negotiations were actually, resymed in Sw1tzer1aﬂd},’
M. Kadere representing the Rumanian government. Hé:
declared, however, that his government did not consider itselfu
bound either by the Protocol signed by the plenipotentiaries in,
Riga or by the proposals made by the representatives of the
countries allied with Rumania. We had some meetings Wlth
him-in the course of which we again succeeded in arriving
an agreement on the whole Pact, with the exception of o d
point, on which however the differences of opinion had ’becorm’éI
less. Before my departure from Geneva M. Kadere proposed: 'a
formula on this disputed point which practlcally did away
with the sole remaining difference of opinion and made:
possible and brought nearer the signing of the Pact. Uns,
fortunately, on the following day, M. Kadere declared that
his proposal had not been accepted by his own governme;
and at the same time expressed doubt whether the othgg
formulations which had already -heen agreed on between u
‘would be acceptable to his governthent. He decided to go t
Bucharest in order ﬁnally to ascertam the views of }ﬁ
government,

From the above account of the actual course of the
negotiations it is perfectly clear that if Rumania had striven
like our other neighbours, to conclude a non-aggression pact
and not pursued aims which are irrelevant to it, an agreement

- would "not have entailed such long negotiations and would

have been reached long ago. But the systematic disavowals of.
their own plenipotentiaries and of the representatives of
countries allied with Rumania, revealed traces of the various
influences fighting each other in Rumania, both in foreigw
and home polities.

The eourse of the negotiations -often compelled one t8i
doubt the seriousness . and the sincerity of the efforts of*
Rumania to conelude a Pact. We have an open declaration by
a responsible Rumanian politician as to the unnecessariness
of the Pact to Rumania, One can hardly expeet of such:
politicians that they will guide and conduect negotiations with:

~ the object of arriviag at an understanding, whatever theyi

may say regarding their efforts to bring about an approchey
ment between Rumania and the Soviet Union. The substitution,
of the former articles, which had been arrived at after long,
negotlatlons by others which open the door to fresh differenceg.
of opinion, can have no other object than further to prolong
negotiations as much as possible and to postpone the signing
of the Pact, and possibly represents an effort to sabotage thé:
non-aggression Pact between the Soviet Union and Rumaniay

As regards the Soviet Union, it ig inspired now, as it WH#
also in the course of all the negotiations, -with the sincere
desire to conclude a Pact of non-aggression with Rumania and
other countries as quickly as possible. It cannot, however,
agree 1o megotiations on such a serious matter being converted
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into ‘a diplomatic game for objects which are unknown and
alien to it. :

In my opinion, further negotiations must be conducted on
the basis of the text already agreed upon twice with re-
presentatives of Rumania. If there existed good will on
Rumania’s part, then long negotiations or any negotiations

whatever would be scarcely necessary, for there remains over
only one difference of opinion, regarding which the Rumanian
Government must give a final answer. I am convinced that,
after the negotiations at ‘Geneva, the Rumanian Government
is sufficiently aware of the standpoint of the Soviet Govern-
ment on this quéstion. .

' The Report of the Lytton Commission.

By Karl Radek.

A Scientific Research Brigade of the
League oi Nations.

After Japan, within two and a half months, beginning on
18th . September 1931, had occupied alimost the whole of
Manchuria, the League of Nations, not being able to discover
whether there was a war on in Manchuria, or what it should
call the events going on there, resolved to send a scientific
research brigade to the Far East, with the task of not only
studying the siuvation in the Far East, but of considering
what was to be done to improve it.

The composition of this research party was arranged -

accordingly. Among its members were the former governor of
the Province of Bengal, Lord Lytton, the French general
Claudel, the American officer MacKoy, and the Italian
diplomatist Altronandi. Even Germany was granted the right
of being represented by Herrn Schnee, the former governor of
the German colonies in Africa.

The Commission states that it encountered great difficult-
ies in discovering the truth in Manchuria (pp 107 to 111 of
report).They were most carefully protected from “bandits,
Corean eommunists, and even from elements supporting the
new government, who might have felt themselves constrained
by the presence of a Chinese member in the Commission”.
The Commission decides not to state whether the danger was
real or pretended, but places on record that “the result of
these police measures was its isolation from witnesses; many
Chinese openly declared that they feared to meet the members
of the Commisson”. : :

In spite of the great difficulties thus thrown in the way
of the inquiry, the League of Nations Commission has sue-
ceeded in drawing up an exhaustive report running to 150
pages, to which it intends adding several more hundred pages
of supglementary material (only the report has been published
so far).

Regarded from the scientific aspect, the report—to speak
candidly— is a slovenly piece of work, containing nothing
which any reader cannot look wup dfor himself in the
Encyclopedia Britannica. But however bad the report may be
from the scientific and literary standpoint, it possesses great
value as a document showing the manner in which inter-
national imperialism would like to. solve the Far Eastern
question, if it could only subjugate imperialist Japan and
create a united front of the imperjalists. Thus viewed, what
is most important in the Lytton report is not what it reports,
but what is to be read between the lines. At bottom, the
decisive criterion by which every report must be judged is
the objective aim which it seryes. : .

What the Lytton Commission failed
to observe.

To the Commission of the Teague of Nations the matter
is very simple: Japan has taken over “Western civilisation”,
and even though it may not have been entirely suecessful in
doing this, still it has managed to achieve a fair approach io
the model prototypes to be found in top hats in the city of
London. The Chinese, on the other hand “did not want such
reforms”, and developed very sluggishly in the direction of
capitalist civilisation. The Lytton Commission, with the sense
of justice so peculiar to it, is willing to grant certain
extenuating circumstances. Still the fact remains, it states;
that “the masses of the people in China still continue to think
in terms of the family, of the locality, to a greater extent
than in terms of the nation”, so that China still fails to
represent a united nation. Besides this, where the Chinese have
contrived to dewvelop a mnational consciousness, this finds
expression “in an abnormal bitterness against foreign in-
fluence, and even pursues such aims as the liberation of all
Asiatie peoples from the imperialist yoke”. : c

The Commission places the words “imperialist yoke” in
inverted commas. Lord Lytton, Colonel MacKoy, and Governor
General Schnee, have travelled all over Europe, America,
Africa, and Asia, but have not ‘noticed any imperialism, Their
sole explanation of the rhistrust of the Chinse masses towards
imperialism is the fact that the Kuomintang once had contact
with the communists, and this has left traces of. anti-
imperialism behind it. The League of Nations Commission
finds this a reason for complaint, for “the great Powers have
as a rule maintained a benevolent attitude towards the
strivings of the Chinese to free themselves from the unequal
treaties”. That the Chinese have not succeeded in this ig due
to there being no order in China. All the Powers have suffered
from the lack of order in ‘China, but “as Japan- is China’d
nearest neighbour, and sells most goods to China, it has
suffered more than any other Power from the lawless con-
ditions described in this chapter”. Hence all the disagreeable
events in the Far East!

Imperialism, which comes forward with claim$ against
China in regard to wdevastation, has itself caused this
devastation by its exploitation of China, The Lytton Com-
mission -forgets that the war of the generals, about which it
complains here, has been and is still being supported by all the
imperialist Powers. Each Power patronises one or the other
of the generals engaged in fighting one another and still
engaged in fleecing the Chinese peasants. The father ofl Chinese
“chaos” is imperialism, which fears nothing so much as the
creation of “order” in China—that is, a united China.

A Commission which has failed to “observe” the existence
of imperialism at all is certainly incapable of observing the
role played by imperialist antagonisms in the Far Eastern
conflict. The Lytton Commission quietly ignores, for instance,
that there is a sevére economic struggle in China between
Japanese and British imperialism. And it also avoids mention-
ing that whilst Manchuria was once the bone of contention
between Japanese and tzarist imperialism, it had become the
object of a struggle between Japanese and U.S.A. imperialism
even before the war.

The Lytton Commission, though dealing in detail with the
struggle between Japan and tzarism, makes no mention of the
fact that before the war the American Secretary of State
Knox proposed the internationalisation of the Manchurian rail-
ways, that is to say, he endeavoured to remove Japan’s hands
from Manchuria, which was becoming more and more. a
Japanese colony since the defeat of tzarism. The report makes
no mention of the whole struggle between Japanese and
American imperialism during the war and after it. Other
trifling facts too are omitted—for instance that in 1921 Japan
and the United States were literally on the verge of war.

How can the Lytton Commission, which traces so carefully
the impressions left on the Japanese soul by the Russo-Japanese
war, . pass over in silence the antagenisms beitween America
and Japan as one of the sources of Japanese policy in Man-
churia? That it does so is the more to be wondered at as here
it is no distant past which is involved, no question of ant-
agonisms playing a part in the politics of the Far East
10 years ago, but of the antagonisms of to-day.

The Lytton Commission devotes a whole chapter to the
Manchurian railways, and to the struggle arising over them
hetween OChinese and Japanese capital. It describes how
Japanese capital regards the Chinese railways as being opposed
to its interests, but it does not accord a word to the fact that
Japan regards the Chinese railway companies in Manchuria,
which are endeavouring to create a railway system parallel to
that of the South Manchurian railway and ending at the
independent Chinese port -of Chulutao, as the puppets of
American capital. : o

The Lytton Commission, though taking every opportunity
to state the ideas of Japanese capital, preserves silence on the
fact that- the Japanese press and Japanese literature accuse
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American capital of attempting to cut through the whily. of
Manchuria from South to North by means of a railway, thus

rendering the South Manchurian railway worthless and con-
verting Chulutao, which is being built by foreign capital, into
a port competing with Dairen.

The Lytton Commission, having so “little knowledge” of
the role played by the antagonism between Japan and the
United States in the Manchurian question, has naturally failed
to include in its. report any reference to the whole strategic
and economic complex of the question of the part to be played
by Manchuria as a point of support for Japan in the event
of war with the U.S.A. and in case of a blockade. This “lack
cf knowledge” on the part of the Lytton commission on this
point is certainly—to speak plainly—well thought out. Only
if these good people from the League of Nations conceal the
actual attltude of the 1mper1a]1s’rs towards China can they pose
as the “defenders of China”, and can _preach moral sermons to

their youngest brother Japan, who is only doing what they

have taught him.

The Points to Which the Lytton Commission
Devotes Attention. ‘

The Lytton Commission devotes great attention—if not to
say loving attention—to the importance of the Soviet element
in the Far Eastern question. We need not assume a modest air.
There is no doubt whatever that the role played by the Soviet
Union in the Far East is a mighty one, and will continue to
grow. The Japanese imperialists refer constantly to the
industrialisation of the Soviet Union in general and to that
of Siberia in particular, and draw the conclusion of danger
to Japan from the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union cannot
disappear, or cease to deve]op the productive forces of our
gigantic country, simply in order that the imperialists may
sleep in peace, But the Soviet Union has not taken a single
step entitling anyone to state that it has warlike intentions
against Japan or any other country. The Soviet Union pursues
no imperialist poliey; it needs no foreign territory. Not only
will- it make no attack on Japan, but it does not compete
with Japan for Manchuria. The Soviet Union is the opponent
of all imperialist policy. It can neither join in combinations
for the dividing up of other countries’ terntory, nor s’crlve
independently for foreign ground.

The Soviet Union does not conceal the opinion held by its
population regarding Japanese policy in Manchuria. But the
Soviet Union cannot undertake the task of fighting against
every action taken by the imperialists. Had it undertaken this,
then it would have had to spend the whole of its time since
it came into existence in carrying on wars on all the contin-
ents, for the whole history of the post-war period—so far as the
imperialist Powers are concerned—consists of an uninterrupted
series of attacks by imperialism on the interests of the masses
of the people.

From the tzarist regime the Soviet Union inherited the

- railway across North Manchuria, built with the money of the
masses of ‘the people. The Soviet Union has done its utmost
to divest this railway of the characteristics of imperialism.
It has relinquished the right of having the railway protected
by its troops. It has permitted Chinese to take part in the
management, and has employed Chinese and Russian workers
and employees on the railway with equal rights. But it has

no reason to make a present of the railway to anyone. These’
are facts which have been examined over and over again by.

international public opinion, and must be known to the

gentlemen of the Lytton Commission. But we shall see ‘how

they twist these facts:

) “Japan’s main interest in Manchuria is the strategie
“importance of this region. There are many people in Japan
who believe that it is necessary to be powerfully fortified
in. Manchuria against the poss1b1htles of an attack from
the Soviet Union.” ~

And what does the Comm1ss10n of the League of Nations
do after thus recording “without prejudice” the invemtions
of the Japanese militarists? Does it demand that thesg: Ja-
panese militarists produce facts permitting their “fears” to be
investigated? No. It simply supports this propaganda on the
part of the Japanese imperialists against the Soviet Union,
and states on page 129:

“The actions and pohcy of Japan in Manchurla are

_probably determined less by 4echor‘19m1c,popﬁmdezjatiop,sﬂth‘an‘

by fear for the safety -of Japan's. position.. Tn-this connee-
tion the statesmen and mlhtary lauthomtles generally réfer
to Manchuria as the’ ‘hfe line” of J: apan It is possible to

sympathise with these fears, and to comprehend the actions

and motives ‘of those who bear: the heavy responsibility. of
protecting their country against all possibilities. But even

if the interests of Japan in not permitting Manchuria to
be converted into a basis for operations.against Japanese

territory are recognised, and even the wishes of the Ja-

panese to take all necessary military steps in the event that

under certain circumstances the armed forces of a foreign

state should cross the frontiers of Manchuria, still it may be

doubted whether the military occupatlon of Manchuna for

an indefinite time, costing much money, is the best means

of security against dangers from outside. It may be doubted

whether, in the case of such an attack, the Japanese troops-
in Manchuria would not be in serious danger, surrounded

as they would be by a population rising against them and

supported by an anti-Japanese China.”

Further on the Commission warns the Japanese 1mper1a1-
ists that “any division of China may lead very rapidly to.
serious internatiomnal rivalry, which will be the ‘sharper- if it
coincides with the rivalry between different social systems.*

Lytton and his- helpers do not however turn .out:.to-be
such simple-minded infants as might have been expected- from’
their h1stor1ca1 knowledge as dlsplayed in their report. They:
possess as a “reserve”’ that idea inspiring all imperialists to-
day; the idea of overcoming all the antagonisms within im-
perialism by means of a united front against the Sov1et Union.
And yet, when we examine closely into: their recipe for:the
solution of the Far Eastern question, we see that the gent-,
lemen of the TLeague of Nations, though hounding on ‘the-
Japanese imperialists agamst the Soviet Union, and -assuring-
them of their sympathies in the case of a conflict with the:
Soviet Union, are none the less inclined to leave a small
backdoor open through which they may attempt to draw -the
Sov1et Unmn into the front of the stmggle against Japan

The Programme of the Lytton. Comm;ssmn.\

Faced by the fundamental question of Whether an’ lnde-
pendent Manchuria” is to be recognised or not — that is to.
say, by.the question of the separatlon of. Manchuria from
China, the Commission is obliged to give a reply.

This reply consists formally of a proposal for a compromlse
between Japanese and world imperialism.*It draws Japan’s
attention to the fact that the occupation of Manchuria canpot
Teplace the loss of the Chinese markets, which absorh more
than a quarter of Japanese exports. This means that a com-
promise is to be made in the interests of Japan, by which the
Chinese Government ‘is to be aided to recognise the special
interests of Japan in Manchuria. Let Japan recognise Chinese’
sovereignty over the Manchurian- populatlon, which is Chinese
in. nationality, and which in the opinion of the Lytton Com-
mission takes no part in the creation. of.the . “independent.
state”. In exchange, China is to recognise the special interests
of Japan in Manchuria, and to conclude a number of agree-
ments securing these interests. Upon' this Japan will be
enabled to withdraw its troops from Manchuria. In Manchuria
there will snnply be a gendarmerie set up, under the command .
ofdforelgn instructors, mainly Japanese, in order to mamtam‘
order '

" The government of the autonomous Manchuria is to be
deprived of the right to an independent foreign policy; and
of the revenue which serves to pay the interests on the for-
eign loans granted to China. The Chinese and Japanese rail-
ways are to form a trust doing away with all competition bet-
ween them. It will be possible in-the future to endeavour to
include the Chinese Eastern Railway in'.this trust. It will
be the task of the government to. secure .the interests af all-
fore1gn capital, and this will ensure for Manchuria the possi-
hility of —obtaining: foreign loans. China and - Japan- should
conclude a non-aggression pact, -or even-.a - pact for mutua.l,
defence in case of attack from a third party.
© And what does the Lytton Commission propase to Chma?
It appeals to Chang. Kai Shek.and to the Kuominteng elique,.
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fointing out thé danger threatening' from the -Soviet districts.
In order to alarm the.Chinese bankers, merchants, and large
landowners, thé Lytton Commission - even forces itself to
express a certain degree of comprehension for the power of
the Chinese Soviet movement. This is intended to say to Chang
Kai Shek and the Kuomintang: Without the -help of the
international bourgeoisie you will not succeed in saving. your
ower, Therefore you must decide in favour of not only an
nternational control over Manchuria, but for an international
control of the whole of China; in return you will receive
“help”. - Behind the. report of the Lytton Commission there
gtands the spectre of the restoration of the international
banking consortium, which is to have all China in its hands.

This then is the programme which international
imperialism would like to see carried out, could it but succeed
in creating an imperialist united front in the Far East: China
transformed into a colony of international imperialism and
into a base for an attack on the first country of socialism.
Japanese Imperialism, a young, hungry, and therefore
inconvenient rival, is to be side-tracked against the young
socialist giant, thus expending its forces. i

The Actual Meaning of the Lytton Report.

The report of the Lytton Commission rightly states that
“for Japan the essence of the problem lies in its uneasiness
as to the political development of the China of today and as
to the future towards which China is advancing” (p. 131).
Japan does not believe that the imperialist Powers will be
able to cope with the danger of the Chinese revolution, and
1t adds to its other efforts that of endeavouring to seeure its
imperialist booty in good time against this danger, by means

f pursming; a policy of separating parts of China and
solating them from the general development of the country.

* From +the very beginning of the latest events in
Manchuria, the pressure exercised by the U.S.A. imperialists
on the other imperialist Powers has grown from day to day,
urging these against Japan. Both France and Great Britain
have done their utmost to prevent themselves from being
forced to take action against Japan, which they want to play
off ag a trump against the imperialism of the U.S.A. This
glressure led to the resolution adopted by the League of
ations on March, in which the League of Nations, that is
to say, both France and Great Britain, undertook not to
recognise any changes in Manchuria which had been brought
about by force of arms against the will of the gfeat Powers!
The pressure has not decreased of late, but has become
stronger, The United States have opened negoiiations with
France and Great Britain both on thé question of the debts
and on the question of armaments, There can be no doubt that
in these negotiations the U.S:A. is promising to give, in
exchange for 2id against Japan. its consent to a solution of

the debt .question to the advantage of France and England}

besides ity support of the maintenance of the present condi-
tions in Europe against Germany (a concession to France),
end its relinquishment of ecompetition on the seas (a con-
cession to Great Britain).

The publication of the Lytton Report, with its rejection
of the main Japanese thesis of the autogenesis of the
“independent Manchurian state”, signifies that France and
Great Britain are afraid to support the Japanese thesis, for
this would be equivalent to taking sides with Japan. During
the further course of the negotiations, they will either under-
take further steps against Japan conjointly with the United
States, or they will declare that even though all the asser-
tions of the Lytton Report are correct, still Japan will not
let itself be ousted from of Manchuria without. a war, and
therefore they can do nothing. :
. The signifiance of the Lytton Report lies in the mobilisa-
tion of public opinion in FEurope, America, , China and
Manchmria, The prospect of the isolation of Japan will
strengthen the anti-Fapanese tendencies in China. In so far as
pll bargaining between Japanese imperialism and interna-
tional imperialism on the basis of the proposals of the Lytton
(ommission is just as much a chimera as thé idea of an
internationa] agreement of the imperialists for the solution of
any great question,  when  this agreement demands a co-
ordination of -their expansion for a length of time, the
actual significance of the Lytton report consists precisely in
this anti-Japanese propaganda, The extent to which this
report is the outcome ‘of birgaining is amply proved by the
fact that whilst it urges Japan against the Soviet Union,

_1t' tries at the same time to 'bribe the Soviet Union, and to
draw it into a possible anti-Japanese fromt. On page-129 it

points out the “great interests involved for the Soviet Union,
as owner of the Chinese Eastern Railway, in the regiaons of
the North and North East of Manchuria” and declares that
“it would be unjust and imprudent, and opposed to thé inter-

- ests of peace, to strive for peaceful relations between the

two neighbouring countries (China and Japan) without taking
into account the interests of a third.”
- This last observation is even classified under the title of:

“Consideration of the interests of the Soviet Union” ...

* *
*

Wihilst the Lytton Report is making the round of the
world and mobilising public opinion against Japan, behind the
scenes of the League of Nations the question of what is to be
actually done with the report is being dealt with. A parti-
cularly interesting light is thrown on this game by the
correspondent Strate in the “New York Times” of 18th Sep-
tember. Strate is a man who is very well informed as to what
is igoing on behind the diplomatic scenes. He states that with
regard to the Lytton Report, two tendencies are combatting
one another: One proposes that the League of Nations should
accept the conclusions of the Lytton Commission, even if this
would mean the withdrawal of Japan from the League of
Nations; the other suggests that events should be awaited, and
the decision on the proposals of the report postponed. “This
policy (that of waiting) is based on the supposition that the
further development of events in Japan, whether taking the
form of financial bankruptcy, of revolution, or of open war
in China, will lead to Japan’s giving way.” )

Nothing can be more touching than the fact that the
bosses. of the ILeague of Nations, whilst frightening the
Japanese imperialists with the dangers threatening them from
revolutionary propaganda and the revolutionary strivings of
the Soviet Union, are none the less hoping for the wvictory of
a revolution in Japan, which would release them from a
number of difficulties. Considering how profoundly the Lytton
Commission is concerned for the interests of the Soviet Union,
we hope that the Commission will not think it too bold of us
if we suggest that it takes as motto for the second edition of
its report this piece of information furnished by Strate, the
chairman of the association.of the journalists working with-
the I.eague of Nations, )

Frightiul Situation of Japénese Peasants.

‘ Berlin, 10th Oectober 1932.

The bourgeois democratic “Vossische Zeitung” publishes
a report from its correspondent in Japan containing, inter
alia, the following:

“The Japanese peasants were always poor, irt fact, their
poverty is proverbial. During the last few years, however,
their situation has become catastrophic. In 1929 the average
imcome of a peasant holding was caleculated at 1,000 Yen per
annum. In 1931 it was calculated at 300 Yen. A debt of about
1,000 Yen burdens on jan average dach peasant holding.
Usurious interest rises in many cases to forty percent per
annum, . .. For a long time the authorities were able to
reckon with the conservatism of the peasants and their
stolid submission to privations, but now the number of con-
flicts between the peasant tenants and the landowners is
increasing to an alarming extent and ‘red ideas’ are making
rapid progress amongst the peasant masses.” ‘ ‘

The French newspaper “Paris Midi” publishes the fol-
lowing remarks of dits Japanese correspondent:

“Numerous trees in the woods of Northern Japan have
been deprived of their barks. The peasants have stripped
them and used the bark for food ... The director of a Fire
Insurance Agency told me that his society was no longer able
to insure peasant cottages because there was an epidemic
of arson against which thie police were powerless. The wun-
fortunate peasants, he declared, saw no other way out.
Either they would receive the insurance money or be sent to
prison where they would have their food.” .

The Japarnese newspaper, “Nizi Nizi” writes: “The poverty
of the peasants is frightful. In most of the cottages there is
not a wsingle piece of money to be found. Parents are com-
pelled to wateh their childben wasting away from hunger.”
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For the XV. Annlversary of the October
Revolution. .

L

Fifteen years ago the October Revolution in Russia wrested
the power out of the hands of the bourgeoisie and handed it
over to the proletariat,

The Russian proletariat, utilising the great lessons of the
Paris Commune of 1871, and taking the path indicated by
Marx and Lenin, established their dictatorship in the form of
the Soviet State over one-sixth of the globe.

The October Revolution opened up a new chapter of World
history—the chapter of world proletaman revolution,

The Soviet State, which was born in the midst of the con-
flagration of the World War, at the time of the deep ecrisis
of capitalism, in the struggle of the broad masses for food,
freedom and peace, from its very first days made its slogan
the complete destruction of ecapitalism, the construction of
socialist society on the ruing of the landlords and bourgeoisie
of Russia, and the struggle. for the victory of socialism
throughout the world.

With this flag in its hands, the proletarian dictatorship
not only proclaimed, but . carried into existence a wide pro-
gramme for the radical reconswtructlon of the whole life of
the country.

From the first days of its existence, the Soviet power
delivered an annihilating blow at imperialist war, appealing
to all the peoples and governments to stop the war, and at
the same time, directing their own arms against the imperial-
ists in their own country. The Proletarian Dictatorship which
expropriated the land of the landlords and gave it into the
hands of the toiling peasants, put an end to the relics of
feudalism, absolutely destroyed the oppression of the land-
lords, and won over the basic masses of the peasants to the
side of the proletariat, as allies in the further fight for
socialism,

By wresting the banks, factories and mines from the hands
of the capitalist class, the Soviet State radically undermined
the roots of the economic and political domination of the bour-
geoisie and commenced the socialist fransformation. of the
economics of the country.

The Soviet State gave full rights to all nations which were
previously oppressed by Czarism and Russian imperialism, gave
them the right of self-determination, and freedom to decide
their own fate.

Relying on the revolutionary power of the toiling masses
hundreds of peoples have onganised a fraternal alliance of the
Union of Socialist Soviet Republics, in which there is no place
for the exploitation of the weaker. peoples by the stronger
ones, in which the advanced countries help the backward ones
to develop their economic systems on the basis of the newest
technique and industrialisation, -and to develop socialist cul-
ture in a national form; in which there is no place for natio-
nal and race hatred, and in which all the peoples are w1lhn01y
helping to build soc1ah$m

The October Reévolution destroyed the shameful oppres-
sion and slavery of the toiling women and gave them com-
plete equality -with the toiling men, setting free the ereative
forees of the broadest masses of women for the struggle for
socialism,

The Soviets mercilessly crushed the resistance of the
bourgeois class, which they had overthrown, and simultane-
ously began to carry out the most consistent and the
broadest proletarian democracy, the democracy of the miasses
which insured an unprecedented development of creative
forces, energy and revolutionary enthusiasm.

The Proletarian State set up its Red Army, the army of
the proletarian revolution, and other organs of revolutionary
defence. It repulsed the intervention of -the imperialists, the

-innumerable revolts of the white guards and the kulaks, and
* it overcame the sabotage and the wrecking of the counter-
revolutionary sections of the specialists, the repéated at-
tempts of the class enemy to undermine and !overthrrow the
Soviet. power. . X

N
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The Soviet power took its heroic way thﬁro’ugh hun\gerl’
devastation, civil war, and imperialist intervention, amd
overcoming terrific dlfilcﬂlltlwes‘ it steadily marched on frion#
vietory to victory, day by day swtre‘ng”chewmng the economike,
and political might of the country, gaining mbore. and monrg
victories on the front of the cultural revolution, an
strengthening, its contacts with the revolutionary vanguard
of the toilers of all countries.

Having converted the Soviet Union into an 1mprwe.gn\atblq
fortress of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat, year by yea;n
inereasing its importance on the world arena, the Sovie’q}
power forced the. imperialist world and the enemies ‘o
socialism 1o reckon with it as a tremendous power. Having]
established its right to existence in the civil war, and i
right to further development- along- the new s‘oueﬂah@t patﬁ
the country of the Proletarian Dmteaﬁar.s‘hmp became convert:
ed into the main support of the world proletarian revolutior:

‘At present the Soviet Unien stands against the whole o
the old capitalist world as the banmer of the toilers and thé
oppressed of all countries, as ‘a stern warning to the 1‘mtp<eﬁ
rialist world, as thel banner of world communism, L

The 1ntermat10wna1 proletariat, the toilers and the op-i
pressed of both hemispheres celebrate the 15thi anniversa
of the October Revolution as their greatest holiday. Tha
international proletariat summarises the path aleng Whmh‘eﬁ
has travelled and notes the tremendous growth of the forcef
of sccialism, the forces of the world proletarian revolutiomt
and 51mu1tan@ous{ly, the tremendous Weakxemng of the. piosm
tions of world capitalism.

The Soviet Union—the fatherland of the toilers of al
countries—has irrevocably consolidated its socialist p«osmtwu‘
The proletariat of the Soviet Union, under. the leadership. o
the Leninist Party, has completed the foundation of socialiy

-economy, and in the Second Five-Year- len w111 co‘nmrnen»c?r

to build a classless socialist society. N
o, . - &

. The victorious banner of the S0v1ets is -wavmg over . a
extensive territory in China, enlightening: the whole colom
East with the glaring blaze of the revolutiom, rousing In)d.w?*
and Indo-China, shaking the might of imperialism, extendin;
and strengthening the front of the world proletarian
revolution.

.The proletarian revolution is knockmg at the door OS
capitalist Europe, at one end of which, in Spaln, the revolus
tionary conflagration is already ﬂarmw up: and is being
shattered by the rapid maturing of the factors for the revod
lutionary crisis in Poland and Germanv ‘The . forces of thej
world proletarian revolution are growing in the strikes o&
the proletariat of town and vﬂlage, in the revolutionary,
movement of the unemployed, in peasant revolts, in colonia]
revolutions, in the revolutionary movement of the soldlerﬁI
and sailors of imperialist countries, in the expansion of thé
united front of the toilers against the capitalist offensive,
against faseism and war, in the - mighty upsurge of th
communist movement, of the steady gmwth Olf the Cornmumsﬁt’w
Intérnational.

Since the beginning of the ‘world war; world eapltalwm
entered into a deep general crisis, receiving a heavy blosv from!
the October Revolution which tore away one-srcth of the worhﬁ:}
from the power of capital.

In spite of the temporary strengthening of capltal it n;m
only failed to establish itself firmly, but it is steadils
decaying. The forces of capitalism are continually declinin
under. the destructive blows of the ever-deepening- econom
orisis, the growing revolutionary resistance of the masses)
and the sharpening of the antagonisms between the nnpet“-l
rialist Powers. 3

The Fifteeath Anniversary of the October Revolution will}
be met by the world proletariat. under thé conditions of thel
beginning of a new war in the East and the approach of new
and demswe class struggles The. temporary stabilisation of

T
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sapitalism ‘has ended -and a new eycle of’ ‘wars and’ revohmons
is approaching.

© In'the decisive class fights which are commg, the socialist
‘construction in the U.S.S.R. is the greatest support for the
proletariat of all countries. This socialist construction has been
achieved in spite of tremendous difficulties, in a country sur-
rounded by capitalists, and it has achieved historic success as
‘the result of the tremendous heroism and creative power: of
the broad working masses, the correct general line of the
OPSU, and the active support given to the country which
is building socialism by the international proletariat and by
the Whole of the Communist International.

. ) o III.

For fifteen years two worlds have existed side by side—
‘the new-world and the old world,-the world of rising socialism,
‘and - the world of dying capitalism. Today, the international
proletariat, together with all the exploited and oppressed of the
world, are comparing the results of 15 years of bourveom
' domlnatvon and 15 yeurs of the rule of the proletariat, and i in

gvery respect these results speak in favour of Socialism.

. During these 15 years, the Soviet Union has moved for-
ward’ with gigantic strides. In\ the course of -a few months
achievernents have been made whwh requl.red years in capi-
talist countries. . i

In the first few years rof ‘the. existence of the Soviet
State,, the bourgeoisie ~and -the ;social-democraty tirelessly
1epeated that itg rapid downfall was inevitable. When. the
victory - of the .Soviets™ in. .the eivil war destroyed - these

prophecies, the class enemies. again began tirelessly to- fore-
t-ell the inevitable breakdown .of. the Soviet State on the
economic - front. As..the, result.of  the successful eompletion
of the resttor\atl\on pexiody on--the ba@l& of the New Economic
Policy: N.E.P.), these ‘o' )hecies were altered into statements
by our enemies that the stccess of the Soviets on the economic
front.'did not mean ..the . vietory of . socialism, and that
sccrahus:m will be co»mpletely defeated, as the dewvelopvnne»nt of
the Soviet _Union.will. lead to: the -restoration of capitalism

.The success of the first Five-Year-Plan,-the plan of the
extensWe socialist offensive and the rapid rate of industrial-
1sat10n ang mass eollectivisation, the Five-Year-Plan for the

onstruction of the foundation of secialist ecaonomy——thls
ive-Year-Plan destroyed all these prophecies.

TLong before the end of the first Five-Year-Plan, the
Soviet Union entered the period of socialism, In the struggle
of . the two systems, the question of victory has been decided
in’ favour of Socialism. The proletariat of the U.S.S.R. has
shown in practice to the whole world what the working
class is capable of when it takes power into its own hands.
The _Wo»rkmg class of the US.SR. not only by force took
possession of capitalist property, overcame devastation with-
out the help of the capitalists, and emerged from economic
crisis, but it has »multlphedl the wealth of the country, has
raised the economics of the country to a higher level, and
has ensured a  further rapid growth on a new smmah@t
foundation.

The international proletariat notey another tremendous
victory -of socialism—the completion of the first Five-Year-
Plan -in four years, 'simultaneously with the flfteenth -anni-
versary of the 'October Revolution.

. The fourth year of the Socialist Five-Year-Plan is end-
ing. The Soviet Union stands at the threshold of the gecond
Five-Year-Plan, In the sphere  of industry and agriculture
gigantie industrial plants have been constructed equipped
according to the latest technical achievements, and making
it possible on a socialist basis to achieve a- rap1d developmerit
of productive forces: andi a continuous. improvement of the
well-béing and the standard of life of the broad masses of
. toilers.

Tn thé sphete of metallurgy, coal production, machine
eonstruction, oil produetiony = tractor building, the pro-
duetion of -agrieultural machinery, the first Five-Year-
Plan hag already ‘been  surpassed. ~With regand to
thiy pmd»uctmn of oil, the Soviet Union has reached first
place in the world; in the sphere of machine congtruction,
the U.S:S.R. ‘this year will- win second: place in the world;
and in the manufacture of agriculture machinery—first place
in the world. In this way is carried out the slogan: “Over:
take and pass the foremost capitalist countries in economiec
and technical imatters within thé next 10 years”. Owing 1o

this +succoss, ‘the Seviet Unioa. in- thie next. few vears‘wﬂl be’

completely m«dependent of - the cap1txa1ust world in technical
and: economic respects.

'The. Five-Year{Plan hag been more than fulfilled in the
most difficult sphere of Socialist construction—the socialist
reconstruction of agricultutre. Already 61.5% of the peasants

_are collectivised and 70%' of the sown area of the whole coun-

iry belongs to the collective farms. 81% of the sown area is
cultivated by the sveialist sector. Agriculture in the U.S.S.R.
has been converted from the obsolete scattered poverty-stricken
little farms where the land was cultivated by primitive wooden
plows as in ancient times, into a country of .agriculture on
the largest scale in the wourld, where the land is cultivated by
the most modern agricultural implements, machines -and
fleets of tractors which guarantee a high efficiency of labour.
- Thousands of machine-tractor stations cultivate the fields.
Deserts are being irrigated, the steppes are being worked up,
arid distriets are being converted -into fertile fields. New
regions are continually being added. to the area under culti-
vation, new industrial centres are growing up, new towns are
being built and the old ones are being reconstructed. Dozens
of . new electric. power stations are .operating the newly built
factortes and mills, illuminating  the most distant villages,
driving out candleg and rush-lights. Backward, illiterate Russia
is steadlly progressing - to*walds prosperity, hght and socialism

~The fourteen years of pest war development of tapltallsm
present a complete contrast to all this.. The crushing of the
first :wave of revolutionary. fights:from 1918—1923, temporary
stabilisation, rationalisation and’ the present economie world
crisis—such. is the path of post-war development of capitalism,
a path of increasing poverty, ‘of increasing exploitation and
oppression of millions of toilers.

Under the blows of an unprece»d‘entevd sharp, contlnued
lengthy and deep economic crisis, capitalism has been thrown
back for decades to the level of the 19th century. Industry is
falling month by month, throwing tens of millions of un-
employed onto the streets. Only one branch -of industry con-
tlnues to grow——the war industry. Almost all of the capitalist
states are going through'a period -of shattering of their credit
gystems and a period of inflation. In capltahwt countries
agrmultuxehas not emerged from a state of prolonged agrarian
crisis sinee the war. The world economie ecrisis which has
uncessantly sharpened and deepened since 1914 has thrown
agriculture backwards for many decades.

The falling prices for grain and the growing taxes and
debts are a heavy burden on the peasants. Milliong of toiling
peasants have been forced to sell their homes and their
farms, and have become proletarised in masses. And this has
taken place at a time when the agriculture of the Soviet
Union is rapidly reaching a state of development only pos—
sible under socialism.

While in the capitalist world unemployment has assumed
unprecedented proportions, in the Soviet Union unemploy-
ment has completely disappeared although the first Five-Year-
Plan did not provide for this. Tens of thousands of the un-
employed from capitalis»t countries have. found work in the
USSR,
~ While in ‘the crapltahs’o countries the poverty and starva-
tion of the masses is reaching {frightful proportions, in the
{1.5.S.R. the standard of 1iving of the working clasts:, of the
broad masses -of collective farmers and of the office workers
is rising year by year. In 1931 the total number of workers
in the Soviet Union reached the enormous figure of 18,000,000,
an inecrease of 3,000,000 in a single year. In the same year
wages increased by 16 per cemt. During the last three years
the income of a worker’s family has increased by 60 per cent.
owing to the absence of unemployment. The expenditure for
social service to the workers (rest homes, sanatoriums) has
reached the enormous sum of 3,500 million rubles in one
year.

The cultural revolution in the Soviet Umon has achileved
enormous successes in contrast to the deep cultural reaction
in the capitalist countries.

Socialist industrialisation and collectivisationr requires
an army of millions of skilled cultural and technical instrue-
tors, workers and organisers. 'While in capitalist countries
the education budgets are being cut down, schools are being
closed and milliong of proletarian youth are starving and are
in a hopeless iaterial situation, a state of complete despair
without any prospects for the future, in the U.S.S.R. the
preparation of active and conscious builders of socialism is
taking place on a tremendous scale. By the end of 1931 \there
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were ‘over 3,000,000 students in the universities, colleges and

workers faculties. This number is inecreasing day by day.
The country which only yesterday was an ignorant and
illiterate country is already becoming a country where every-
body can read and write, a country with compulsory 7-year
and 10-year school courses, the country of the new socialist
culture,

Only in the US.S.R. can the workers look hopefully. to
the future of their children. Only in the U.S.S.R. is the youth
full of confidence and enthusiasm, realising its great
historic midsion and the broad horizon for the application of
its creative powers and the application of its energy and
greatl aims. v

All these successes have been achieved under the leader-
ship of the Bolshevik Party of the Soviet Union, which mobi-
lised the -broadest masses on the basis of the general Party
line under the slogan of socialist industrialisation and socialist
competition and shock brigade work, developing the creative
energy of the millions, organising and leading them. The
Bolshevik Party entered on socialist construction under the
gifted leadership of Lenin and widely developed it under
the leadership of the best disciple of Lenin, Comrade Stalin,
the leader of the- C.P.S.U. and the Comintern. The Bolshevik
Party organises this construction and leads it in a Marxist~
Leninist spirit, in an irreconcilable struggle against Right
opportunism gnd left deviations and against conciliation to
them, and mobWises the millions to carry it out,

On the basis of the successes already achieved, the pro-
letariat of the US.S.R., confident of its own strength, puts
forward the historic task of the second Five-Year-Plan.

In the second Five-Year-Plan the proletariat of the
Soviet Union undertakes the fimal liquidation of capitalist
elements and classes in general, the destruction of the causes
which give rise to class distinctions and exploitation, the
destruction of all the relics of capitalism in economics and
in the consciousness of the people, the conversion of the
whole of the toiling population of the Soviet Union into
conscious and active builders of classless socialist society.

With these great tasks in view, the second Tive-Year-
Plan provides for the complete re-equipment of all branches
of national economy on the basis of the most modern tech-
nique, the satisfaction of all the needs of the rapidly develop-
ing national economy and the further raising of the level of
well-being of the toiling masses (above all, the workers and
coilective . farmers). - .

However, there are great difficulties in the path of
the fulfilment of the great plan—the difficulties of growth.
These difficulties have nothing in common with the
difficulties of capitalist- economy. In the capitalist coun-
tries the stores are bursting with enormous supplies of food
and clothing while the 1mpovemshed and starving masses
cannot obtain them. In South America tremendous quantities
of rice, grain and coffee are being destroyed, coffee is being
made into fuel brickety with the aim of forecing up prices,
while the magses are dying of starvation. Between the starv-
ing masses and the articles necessary for them stands the wall
of capitalist ownership. In capitalist economy the growth of
productive forces has changed from a progressive force into

a hindrance.

. But_in the US.8.R. the workers who havel made tremend-
ous strides dn the direetion of improving their material
situation, have become converted from culturally backward,
easily satisfied and downtrodden semi-slaves into the fore—
most fighters for socialism, and cannot satisfy completely
their rapidly growing demands, although every day these
demands are being satisfied more and more.

House-building is rapidly increasing. The workers long
since left the dark cellars where they used to live, but the
number of men and women workers 1s growing faster than
the number of new houses equipped with all comforts. Boots
and clothing are being made on a much large scale than
before the revolution, but before the revolution a hundred
million peasants used to wear raggs on their backs and bast
shoes on their feet, while now they wear leather boots and
city clothing. Their increased income makes it possible for
them to buy more and their higher cultural level develops in
them new demands every day. There is a rapidly growing
demand for light and airy rooms, for furniture, books,
newspapers, radios and movies. Although -the preduction of

~these articles is continually 1ncrasmg’, neverﬁieles@, there are

not “enough: of ‘them, :

Before the revolution peasants u@ed to eat nothing but
black ‘bread all the year around. To pay the taxes, they sold
not only their grain, but also their chickens, eggs and milk,
They only had enough to eat twice a year—at Easter and

Christmas—arnd on these* eccasions they drank themselves

insensible. Now they -and their children wish to live and are
actually living as human beings and are making ever-

‘increasing demands on life. These demands are being satis-

fied better and better every day, but still insufficiently.

This is the reason that one of the chief tasks for the
coming years is the rapid acceleration of the total volume
of production, a still more rapid development of all the pro-
ductive forces of the country. _

The plan for increasing the efficiency of labour has
not yet been carried out in full. On this depends the further
success of the great socialist plan. “The efficiency of labour

in the long run is the most important of all, the most im- .

portant for the victories of the new social system. Capitalism
created productive forces which were unknown under the
serf system. Capitalism can only be finally defeated by the
fact that socialism will create a new and much higher ef-
ficiency of labour”’ (Lemn)

The rapidly growing 1nthus~try daman.ds an ever-inereas-
ing output of equipment.

The plan for increased harvest has not yet been carried
out.” To a great extent the proper growth of the well-being
of “ the toiling masses depends on this. The development of
transport is lagging still further behind the speed of sdcialist
industry. Until these tasks are solved, the supply of indus-
trial articles to the villages -and agricultural products for
the towns will suffer. The development of Soviet trading
will lag behind instead of raising socialist distribution to
a higher level.

The backwandness which exists on these extremely im-
portant fronts has its-source in the resistance of the liquidat-
ed classes' which- has not yet been eliminated and in the
existence of relics of them in town and village, in industry
and in the apparatus of the state. A source for all this back-
wardness is the striving for ownership which has -not yet
been completely wiped out by the revolutiom, the relics of
individualist psychology, which hinders the small property

owner of yesterday from being rapidly. converted 1nto a
wonscious worker in the field of socialist labour,

Only by struggling heroically for its great aims, only
by stubbornly continuing to break down all the old standards
all the conservative habits, only by merecilessly destroying
all the causes which give rise to these standards and. habits,
will the proletariat of the U.S.S.R. be able t& bury them to-
gether with the corpse of the bourgeois system and will be
able to ensure the complete triumph of soecialism.

VI

These difficulties of growth are also nourished to a great
extent from without, from the capitalists who surround the
Soviet. Union:

The Soviet Union alone has resisted the destructive ef-
foct of the world economic crisis. But as the Soviet Union
comes into contact with the capitalist world on the field of
world commerce, it suffers losses in view of the fact that it
is a seller of grain (the fall of grain prices) and as a buyer
of machines, on which the frusts maintain high prices. The
growing war danger which is constantly hanging over the
Soviet Union not only creates a further strain, but gives rise
to uneasiness among the less resoluie sections of the toilers
and continues to keep alive the hopes of the- relics of the
overthrown elasses for support and resistance, and so hinders

the complete vietory of the new socialist forms of labour and

socialist life.

All these difficulties of growth compel the proletariat of
the U.S.S.R. 'to work with still greater energy on -industriali-
sationt and to develop with still greater success their heavy ins
dustry and especially. the machine construction industry so
as to confirm still mofe the independence of the country and

guarantee its defensive capaeity:

The overwhelming majority. of these difficulties which
arise. from the economic, technical and culiural backwardness
of ‘the late Tsarist Russia which ‘were inherited by the Soviet
Power, which arise from its encirclement by capitalist coun-
tries, will not im ‘the developmient of the proletarian dic-

tatorship-and:the growth of socialism'in the more “advanced”
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‘conntries of the west, especially as these countries right from
the very first day will rely on the enormous might of the
"SJoviet Union. i :

These diﬁiculties;v‘vi\ll disappear fn-ore rapidly in the Soviet

Union in proportion as the proletarian revolution develops suc-
-cessfully in the countries of imperialism.

.~ More than ever before the fate of socialist construetion in
the U.S.S.R. and the further development of the revolutionary
.struggle of the proletariat in the foremost capitalist countries
‘are closely interwoven. More than ever hefore the fate of
‘socialist construction is in. the hands of the proletariat of all
¢ountries,
. : S ~VII

.. - The awakening masses of capitalist countries are more
and more often comparing the achievements of the U.S.S.R.
with the “achievements” of capitalism and social democracy
since the war. _ - .. : -

‘ Before the eyes of the masses there is the example of the
U.S.A. the classical eountry of the dictatorship of the bour-
geoisie in its purest form, in the form of “democracy”; the
example of Great Britain with its experience of two “labour
‘governments”’ under MacDonald, which wdre to have put inte
practice a programme of constructive socialism in Great Bri-
tain; the lessons of the German “republic” and the policy of
German social democracy, the strongest party of the Second

International, which betrayed the revolution in Germany,

which demanded tremendoug sacrifices from the masses in the
.name of “democracy” and still demands them, the former
rulers of Germany, who have taken part in various coalition
governments and have promised to lead the masses to socialism
‘(by means of parliaments, by winning “democracy”, “economic
‘deniocracy”, by “organised capitalism”, and “state capitalism”;)
‘the lessons of the French “democratic republie”, the fascist
‘dictatorship. in Italy and “democracy” in Spain.

All these lessons refute the theory of the social democrats
as to the possibility of a peaceful growth into socialism, as
to peace between classes and the possibility of improving the
‘situation of the working class under capitalism. All the

governments, all the parties which are in power in these -

countries have continually led the masses to ever-increasing
poverty, want, unemployment, to ever greater burdens and
inhumian oppression. The world economic - crisis, mass wun-
employment, wage cuts, the reduction of social insurance,
eviction from their homes, growing taxation, mass bankrupt-
cy and .ruin in the villages—all these. are results of fifteen
years of “peaceful construction” carried on with the active
participation of the social democrats who thus displayed their
role of the guardians of capitalism.
"~ The “democratic” German republic, guided and support-
ed by the social democrats with their theory of the lesser
evil, has taken the road to fascism, has handed over the
reigns of the ‘government into ity hands. French imperialism
with the active support of the Frenech socialists is not only
adopting the most brutal methods of crushing its own work-
ing class, but is the protector of the most brutal and reac-
tionary fascist dictatorships ini Yugoslavia, Poland, Finland,
Roumania, ete. The policy of “labour governments” in Eng-
land is a policy of throttling; the strikeé movement, the
demonstrations of the unemployed and the mass revolu-
tionary movement in Great Britain and the colonies. Mass
executions in India, the most brutal terror, such are the
results of the creative activity of “constructive soecialism”.
' : VIII

In 1914 when the ‘World War broke out, the soeial
fascists advanced the slogan of the defence ofl their own
countries and sent the masses to the slaughter. Almost
fifteen years ago, when the peace treaties were made, the
German social demiocrats and Vandervelde, who hid behind
the slogan of “no more war” were the first to sign these
treaties which handed 1,250,000,600 people to the exploitation
of the finance oligarchy of the vietors, particularly to
England and: France. One of the resulty of these ‘“peace”
treaties and this imternational “peace policy” is the feverish
race for armaments, the building of new war factories, the
tremendous programmes for naval and military construction,
ete. The .struggle. for .a- redivision of' the world  is becoming
more .acute. -War hias already commenced for this redivision.
It was commenced by .Japan when it occupied Manchurie
and attacked Shanghai. Manchuria has been converted info
a mew. “starting place? from which -war will be launched
agalnst the eastern horders of the U.S.S.R., while" similar
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places being strengthened continually on the western horders
—in Poland, Roumania, Latvia and Finland." e

The last fifteen years of the. domination of the bour-

- geoisie have not brought about the abolition of exploitation

or the elimination of the poverty of the toiling masses, but
on -the contrary they have brought increased exploitation
and oppression, the enslavement of the toiling masses and the
simultaneous enrichment of the bourgeoisie. They have not
led to the destruction of classes nor the abolition of war.
They have .not led to demoecracy, but to the sharpening of
class.antagonisms, an eveyr’ more brital dictatorship of the'
bourgeoisie, the growth of Fascism out of democracy, the
“third empire” of the fascists, preparations for new impe-
rialist wars, and new interventions against the U.S.S.R.

S v IX. )

The end of capitalist stabilisation is leading the world
to a nmew cycle of wars and revolutions. The proletariat and
all the toilers and the oppressed are faced with their greatest
trial, they are faced with decisive class fights. .

The whole of the path’which has been traveled, the whole
of the world situation show that, in the struggle against

" the terrible calamities of the economic erisis, against unem-

ployment, fascist counter-revolutions and war, there is only
one way which leads to victory—the path of the revolu-
tionary overthrow of the power of the bourgeoisie, the seizure
of power by the proletariat, the establishment of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. It iy the path of the October revolu-
tion.

, At the present time, when the crisis has shaken the
capitalist system to its very foundations, while socialism is
obtaining historic victories in the U.S.S.R., the- forces of the
socialist revolution are growing throughout the world.

At the same time, world counter-revolution is earrying on
an unprecedentedly fierce offensive on all fronts against the
toilers, against their revolutionary struggle, against their
vanguard, the communists. Imperialism is prepared to throw
the nations into a new and unprecedentedly criminal war of
plunder. Never before has there beem so great a damger of
military attacks on the U.S.S.R. as there is now.

At the time, when the working class and the Communist
Parties of a number of countries are directly faced with the
struggle for power, the dictatorship of the proletariat, they
see the year 1917, the seizure of power by the proletariat,
standing before them like a mighty land-mark in the history
of the class struggle, and the international proletariat has a
tremendous lesson to learn from it.

The October Revolution in Russia serves as a model for
the whole of the world proletariat in the formation of an
invineible united front of the toilers, led by the proletariat
against the landlords, capitalists and their socialist lackeys,
for the struggle against war, for land and for power. It was
this very united front-of the working class and the basic
masses of the peasants, under the leadership of the proletariat,
which insured the victory of the October Revolution. The
October Revolution is a brilliant example of the conversion
of imperialist war into civil war, into war by the exploited
and oppressed masses against their own bourgeoisie and the
foreign imperialists; into a war for the revolutionary way out
of catastrophe,- which grew into the victorious proletarian
revolution.

The October Revolution was victorious because “it was
led by such a thoroughly tested- party as the Bolshevik
Party which was strong not only through its experience and
its discipline, acquired in the course of years, but also by its
tremendously . strong contacts with . the . toiling masses.”
(Stalin: “Questions of Leninism.”) .

On the basis of the programme of action worked out in
1917, under the leadership of Lenin at the Party Conference in
April, and later at the 6th Congress of the Russian Communist
Party (Bolsheviki), the programme. which formulated the chief
tasks of Party policy in the approaching proletarian revolution,
the broad Party masses, owing to the unceasing work of the
Party in the factories, in the army, and in the villages through-
out the country, broke away from the influence of the
treacherous petty bourgeois parties of the mensheviki and the
social-revolutionaries, and came over to the side of the
Bolsheviki. : :

During the whole of the October period of the revolution,
in-all the fights of the proletariat and peasants in town and
village, in the April manifestations and the July demonstra-
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tions, in the elections for the sectional Dumas and the: city
Duma of Petrograd, in the struggle against the counter-
revolutionary revolt of Kornilov, in the struggle for the
formation of Soviets, in the period of direct struggle for
power .and the organisation of the armed revolt, the Bolsheviki
marched together with the masses and at their head, every-
where organising them for struggle and victory.

The Bolsheviki won the Soviets rapidly, altough in the
first part of the revolution the treacherous Mensheviki and
Social-Revolutionaries had a majority in them, Uader -the
slogan of “All Power to the Soviets”, one Soviet after another
came into the hands of the Bolsheviki at the elections.

Step by step, under the talented leadership of Lenin, the
Bol.s»he‘viiki won over the majority of the working class, creat-
ing the prerequisites for a victorious armed revolt. The October
Revolution was only able to sueeeed thanks to these prepara-

tlon.s\ X

In this same period the Bolsheviki carried on a s;tru»(rgrle
against the Mensheviki and the Social-Revolutionaries for the
allies of the proletariat, for the tolling peasants.

“The history of this period is the history of the.

struggle of the Social-Revolutionaries and Mensheviki on
the one hand, and the Bolsheviki on the -other hand, for
the toiling masses of peasants, for winning over the\se
masses. The fate of this struggle was decided: by the. period
of the coalition; by the period of Kerensky; the refusal of
the Social-Revolutionaries and Mensheviki %o ‘confiscate
the land of the landlords; the struggle of the Social-
Revolutionaries and the Mensheviki to continue the war;
the July offensive at the front; the death penalty for
soldiers; the Kornilov rising, and this struggle was decided
in favour of Bolshevik strategy, because, without the iso-
lation of the Mensheviki and the Social-Revolutionaries, it
would have been impossible to overthrow ‘the imperialist
government, and without overthrowing  this <g0verrnment
it would have heen impossible to get out of the war.

(Stalin.) . .

XI.

The success of the Bolsheviki in winning over the masses
was the result of their tireless work for-many years, in the
training and education of the party for this task, the result
of the merciless struggle of the Party against all forms of
opportunism in the ranks of the workers" movement: and’ in
the Party itself.

: “One of the conditions necessary to prepare the prole-
tariat for its vietory is a long, stubborn and merqiless
Struggle against opportunism, reformismy, -soeialichauvi-
nism, and similar bourgeois influences and tendenmes
which are inevitable, because the proletariat is acting in
capitalist srurroundmgs Without such a struggle, w1’chout
a -preliminary full vietory over opportunism (and an-
archism as well) in the workers’ movement, there -can be
no question of the proletarlan.dlctatorshflp The Bolsheviki
could not have defeated the bourgeoisie in 1917 to 1919 if
they had not previously learned, in 1902-17, to drive merci-

- lessly out of the Party of the revolutmnarv vanguard, and
to defeat, the Mensheviki, i. e., the opportunists, reformists

and social-chauvinists” (Lenmm, Vol. 16.)

The Oectober Revolution was successful because it was
able to isolate the conciliatory Mensheviki and Social-
Revolutionary Parties, as the chief social support of the
bhourgeoisie, from the Wo‘rklng masses and to defeat them as
the most dangerous. hindrance to the levol[utl»on ini the\ mxoswt
important pem.o'd

It was owing to the absence wof a genuine Bolshewk
Party in the western European countries that thé powerful
revolutionary movement of 1918-23. was doomed to defeat.
These countries did not have Parties trained in a Bolshevik
spirit which had learned, in the course of long years of
struggle against opportunism in their own ranks and in the
workers’ movement, to win the confidence of the masses, to
isolate and defeat the social-democrats, the “Inldverpenldenbs
the Centrists, anarchists and .syn»dlcal]sis

In the post war revolutionary struggles for the P‘rvole—
tarian Revolution in Germdny and Austria, for the Bavarian
and Hungarian Soviet Republics,” for the workers' revolution
in Tinland, in the tremendous revolts in Japan and Korea,
the Communist Parties arose under the influénce of the
October Revolution ‘and Bolshevism. They learned by their
ewn . experience, by their successes —and -failures, paying a

growth of

high prloe for their- rmstwa,kes, and they: becazme steeled. and
strong in the fights.

The proletariat of the capltahs*t coun’orles will niot enter
as they .

the forthcoming historic fights ‘without leaders,
entered the first cycle of wars and revolutions. The Com-
munist Parties have grown ‘and become stronger. In' a number

of ‘countries théy have become genuine mass' Parties (China,

Germany, Poland, France, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria).

The 12th Plenum Of the Executive Committee of the
Communist International noted the great successes achieved
by the Communist Party in Germany during the last elec-
tions, and in the organisation of the anti-fascist struggle,
on the basis of the united front from below, and also the
f. the mass influence of the Communist Parties of
China, Poland and Bulgaria.

XII.

While the bourgeoisie in most countries are “organising

fascist gahgs for civil war, making political banditism, the

white terror, the torture of political prisoners, provocatlom,
the . shooting of strikers and demonstrations, the suppresman
of workers organisationy into a system” the Communists “i
numerous fights and trials have shown themselves to be
courageous and truly revolutionary advanced fighters of the
proletariat” (12th Plenum E.C.C.L).

The Communist Parties must overcome in their ranks all

‘the relics of social democratic traditions, which are the main

source of the right deviation within Communism. Among these
relics there is above all the apportunlat underestimation of
‘the power of the proletariat, of the radicalisation of the
masses; the underestimation of the revolutlonary perspectlves
and hence there arises opportunist passivity. Bolshevik irre-
concilability towards the chief’ class enemy and his social
demoeratic support, revolutlon»ary activity, initiative, deter-
mination, wae‘adiastmess in carrying -out the firm general line
of the Party, these are the guarantees of a successful struggle
Tor the masses. )
* . Along with this, the struggle against anarchlsat .a.nd" sec-
tarian deviations, against “left” phraseology, agalnst attempts
to leap over historic stages, against putchism, these are other
comdltllons for the success of work among the masses.

It is only by a Bolshevik alliance with the masses, and
only by leading them that the Communists will successfully

fulfil their chief task—the wlnmlng over of the majority of

the working class.

In preparing for the forthcoming decisive class struggles,
for the direct struggle for power and for the dictatorship of the
proletariat, the Communist Parties, in following the footsteps
of the Bolsheviki, must strengthen their comstant contacts
with the ma;orlty of the workers, carrying ¢n mass work in
the factories, in the reformist and other trade unlons, at the
labour exchanges, in strikes, everywhere spreading ‘their in-
fluence on the non- Commumst workers, systematically exposing
and isolating the social-democratic and reformist leaders.

By reacting promptly and capably in a Bolshevik manmner
to every attack of the class enemy, by throwing out clear
slogans of struggle to the masses, by combining the tasks of
the everyday struggle with the great general olass tasks, by
consistently operating the tactic of the united front from
below, gathering the broad semi-proletarian masses of town
and village under the leadership of the working class, by
strengthening their own ranks, promoting new ' Bolshevik

cadrés and steeling them in the struggle, the Communist

Parties 'will be equal to their great tasks both in the period
of preparation at the decisive moment when the fate of
millions will be at stake in the struggle for power.

* % *

The world proletariat celebrates the XV .Anniversary of
the October Revolution at a time when the possibility of
sudden explosions and developments place the greatest re-
sponsibility on the Communist vanguard. Unter these comn-
ditions a Bolshevik ability to change the forms and methods
of work among the masses to correspond to the rapid approach
of a revolutionary situation, the ability to win them over in
a Bolshevik manner W111 be an Iimportant guarantee of
victory.

The* world proletarmt has passed through a tremendous

school of class struggle since the war. In spite of slander,

lies, and provocation with which the bourgeoisie and the
social demoecrats have surrounded the October Revolution and

the Soviet Union, the truth about it is known far beyond its .

boundaries,
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The Fifteenth Anniversary of the October Revolution will
be a new step forward along the path of strengthening the
united front of-the proletariat of the U.S.S.R. with the work-
ing class of the capitalist countries and the toiling masses
of the colonies and semi-colonies. .

Under. the leadership of the Communist International the
Communist Parties of all countries will use the anniversary
of the great October Revolution to rally the broad working
masses: against the eapitalist offensive! Against fascism and
reaction! Against the approaching imperialist war and the
intervention against the U.SS.R.! For the victory of the
second five-year-plan in the U.S.S.R.! For the rapid victory
of the Soviet power in China, Germany and Spain! For the
overthrow of the power of the bourgeoisie throughout the
world! For the dictatorship of the proletariat, for Communism!

Agitprop Department, E.C.C.I.

Volkhov—Dniepr—Volga.
By B. Bedeneiev, member of the Academy, Kichkas.

Lenin’s electrification idea,*Lenin’s words—“Communism
is - Soviet Power plus electrification of the whole country”,
have come to life in the electrical giants erected in the last
few years in the U.S.S.R. One of these largest giants in the
whole world ig the Dniepr hydro-electrical station which was
cfficially inaugurated on October 10.

There was no hydro-construction on a large scale in
pre-revolutionary Russia. Bourgeois-landlord  Russia was not
capable of mastering the enormous productive forces of the
country., Not until the Oectober Revclution was the question
of making use wof the powerful currents of the Volkhov,
Dniepr and Volga and ather rivers fully considered. When
the Soviet Power was only coming into being, when at the
numerous fronts the fate of the young proletarian state was
being decided, a beginning was already made with the
construction of the Volkhov hydro-electrical station. The
preparatory work. on the Volkhovstroi commenced in 1919,
and in 1921 the construction was taken in hand in gocd
earnest. . .

The writer of these lines was also engaged in the. erec-
tion of the Volkhov hydro-station.- Together with the main
cadres of the engineers and builders-of the Volkhovstroi, we
were transfered to the Dmnieprostroi.

Now, at the completion of this power station, according
to ‘the decision of the All Union Council of People’s Com-
missars and of the C.C. CP.SU., we are to take in hand an
even mote gigantic undertaking—the erection of two hydro-
stations on the Volga and one on the Kama.

Three hydro-electrical constructions—on the Volkhov,
Dniepr and Volga represent one chain of powerful hydro-
technical erections. That is why one cannot keep silent to-day,
the day of the inauguration of the Dniepr hydro-electrical
station, about the Volkhovstroi, the experience of which was
of enormous significance for our further work.

The Volkhov hydro-station was inaugurafed on December
19, 1926. On- that day were given over for exploitation four
.turbine generators with a general power of 36,000 kilowatt.

The remaining four generators were ready for exploitation in.

the course of 1927. The building operations lasted five years.
The work had to proceed in the absence of very necessary
equipment, with a limited number of mechanisms, without a
preliminary plan of work. Only in the third year of the build-
ing operations we succeeded in working out a plan of the
mechanisation and completion of the work, and not until
then was the necessary equipment received. _

The Volkhovstroi created the cadres of builders and fitters
who have played a very important part in the work on the
Dnieprostroi. But not only the specialists went from the
Volkhov to the Dniepr. The same can be said of the workmen
who continue to develop and add to their experience. The
loader from the Volkhovstroi, Comrade Zakharov, works now
as rigging brigadier on the Dnieprostroi, the carpenter, Com-
rade Goltelov, as assistant section foreman at the dam, the
unskilled workman, Comrade Sanin, as locksmith, ete.

At the Volkhovstroi .about 250,000 cubic meters concrete
were laid, on the Dnieprostroi 1,150,000, The Dniepr hydro-
station joins the ranks of the functioning hydro-stations of the
union, having already at its disposal five aggregates of 300,000
kilowatt power altogether, or ten times greater power than
the Volkhov station when it commenced functioning.

In fact, the hydro-station was built and equipped in four
vears. The erection of such a gigantic and complicated elec-
trical system without interruption is unprecedented in the

whole world. At present the Dniepr hydro-electrical station

has 450,000 ILP.
850,000 II.P.

and when fully developed, will have

Whereas, the largest station on Niagara Falls has 425,000

H.P. and the Conovingo and Mussel Shoals (U.S.A.)) stations
378,000 H.P., and 260,000 H.P. respectively. )

The electrical power generated by the hydro-station will
be transmitted *to the consumers along electro-transmitting
lines 100,000 kilometers long, 300 kilometers of which are al-
ready functioning. The power of the Dnieprostroi will be
dropped from 160,000 volts to 35,000 and 6,000 volts in eleven
substations. 160,000 is at present the highest voltage in the
Soviet Union. .

The completion of the construction and inauguration of
the Dniepr pewer station coincide with the commencement of
another gigantic undertaking. “To consider the present
Dnieprostroi apparatus as the working apparatus of the ‘Middle
Volgastroi’. And to transfer the Dnieprostroi apparatus to the
‘Middle Volgastroi’ consistent with the cémpletion of the work
on the Dnieprostroi and with "the erection of the adjoining
factories and works”—such is the deeision of the ‘All-Union
Council of People’s Commissars and the C.C.. C.P.S.U. of
March 23, 1932.

This gigantic undertaking is tc be crowned in 1935 by
the erection of three powerful hydro-stations, dams and locks
on the Velga near. Yaroslav,
Vassiliev) and c¢n the Kama, near Perm,

It is estimated that the cost of these erections will
amount to 1.300.000,000 Rcubles. The Yaroslav power station—
300,000,000 Roubles, the Vassiliev—=600,000,000 Roubles—and
the Perm—400,000,000 Roubles. With regard to the magnitude
of the - building operations, these three hydro-stations are
equal to three Dnieprestrois. Contrary to the Dniepr Dam,
which was built on a rocky foundation, the Yaroslav Dam will
be built on sand, and the Gorky on clay. This meang that
the erections must be more massive. Aboitt 800,000 cubic meters
concrete will be required for the Yaroslav hydro-station and
dam, 1,500,000 cubic méters for the Vassiliev, and 1,000,000
cubic meters for the Perm station, whereas, 1,150,000 cubic
meters concrete were required for the Dniepr hydro-station,
dam and lock. : )

‘The Volkhovstroi problem must be considered not only
from the peint of view of construction of powerful hydro-
stations, It is connected to a considerable extent with the
preblem of navigation. The construction of the Volga-Moscow
canal and the erection of locks on the Volga will create an
important deep waterway from Moscow to Nishni-Novgorod
(Gorky). Thus, the Volgastroi is also of encrmous importance
with regard to transport. Furthermore, it will provide the
industry of the Ivanovo-Voznesensk Province, the Nishni-
Novgorod regiox} and the Ural with powerful power bases.

Prospecting is going on now on the territories of the
future building operations. On its basis a general scheme of

" the proposed constructions will be ready by November 1. This

will be followed by further prospecting. Alongside of ‘this a
beginning will be made very soon with the planning of the
various objects. Preparatory work for the erection of housing
accomodation has already commenced on the building sites.
Next year will see the development of the preparatory
work. Projeets, plans and estimates will have to be worked
out, In the Balakhny district we shall build a mechanical
works (cost—15,000,000 roubles) which will provide the
various undertakings with equipment—cranes, gates for locks,
ete., and will also undertake the necessary repairs. The
Volgastroi will set up very soon its excavating earavan, and
is already organising the supply of timber. Simultanecously,
preparations will be made for the erection of dwellings, works
for washing gravel, sawing mills and conerete works,
mechanical workshops ete. Possibly we shall be able to make
a beginning with the excavations by the end of next year.
Special attention will be paid to the food supply for the
building sites. The Volgastroi is already in touch with
23 Soviet Farms which will be responsible for the food
supply of the builders of the hydro-stations on the Volga and
Kama, ' '
Such is the plan of work for next year.
The Volkov hydro-station has functioned well for the last
six years. The Dniepr hydro-station can already register five

months of continous work. The millions of kilowatt hours,

of power, supplied by it to-day, are a guarantee of the suc-

Gorky (in the’ vieinity of .
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cesstul completion of all th»e aggregates. The experience, the
thoroughly tested cadres of designers, fitters and builders who
have gone through the school of the Dnieprostroi, is a guaran-
te of new and evén more 1mp0rtaant victories on the Volga.
“The commencement of the construction of the Volga
hydro-stations coincides with the commencement of the
second Five-Year-Plan. While ‘the Volkhovstroi. was the first
gound stone in the foundation of electrification, while the
tempi of the Dnieprostroi were exponents of ‘the succestul
completion of the first Five-Year-Plan, the constructors of
the Volgastroi, in their fight for the realisation of the de-
cision of the All Union Counecil of People’s Commissars: and
the 0. C.P.S.U., will attain new successes in the struggle
for. the electrmxcatmn of the whole Union of Soviet Socialist
Repubhcs for the esmbhshme«nt of a socialist society.

THE‘_WHITE ,TERROR'

Appeal for the World Congress of the
Internatmnal Red A:d

To all Toilers!

The World Congress.of -the International Red Aid will
meet in Moscow on November 10. The Congress will sum up
. thé achievements of the International Red Aid during the ten
years of its existence. The Congress will call on you to joiu
the International Red Aid, to extend and consolidate its ranks,
The voice of the Red Ald must be heéard by all tOllbI’S, its
appeal must arouse a unanimous response.

- Look ‘around you! In the capitalist countries the most
monstrous cruel faseist white terror is raging; everywhers
police and ‘class justice are active.

‘Listen! From all the capitalist prisons there arises the cry
for help: It is your }1ty to fight against the oppressors WhO
cmelly mishandle your imprisoned class brothers.

“All of “you, your friends and relatives, working men and
Women, you workers in town, and country, are all threatene'1
Wlth the same- fate.

““Tha catse of the Red "Aid is your cause! It is’ ar inse-
parable part of the Communist fight for work’ and bread;
against imperialist war and against an attack on our only
fatherland the Soviet Union!

Join the ranks of the Red Aid in masses! May. the slgn
©oef the Red'Aid, the red flag, which still flutters behind prison
bars, soon take “its rlghtful place in every workers’ and pea-
sants’ family! RO

Long live the International Red Aid! :

Tong live the international solidarity of the toﬂers in thp
nght agdinst white terror, fascism and war danger! :

‘ The Executive Commlttee of the Internatl‘pnal Red Aid.

Scottsboro and the World Congress ,
of the LR.A, ’

By J. Louis Engdahl

The hwht for the lives. of the seven ‘Scottshoro - \egro

ChlldI'Pn reaches a new -and higher level of Stluggle ag the
United States Supreme Court adopts the same evasive methods
used to pave the way for the burning alive of Saceo and Van-
zetti five years ago.
" The high court at Washington listened to the arguments
tor and against u new trial for the Scottshoro boys and then
reserved deeision until *some time in November”, hoping by
the very indefivifeness of . its postponement - to confuse and
disarm world protest. This is an ‘old tactic that must he met
d(‘cxswely through a continually sharpenlng struggle against
the electric chair of dollar oppression.

The International Scottsboro .Day of protest October,
Tenth, at the very moment when the U. S. Supreme Court was
in session hearing the appeal, with world protest centred
directly upon the tribunal of dollar class justice, marks the
opening of a new phase of struggle under the. leadership of
the International Red: Aid. T\T“ver before had the American
high court ‘been under  fire as on- October Tenth.  World
laboyr has never been se moblhsed agalnst the hlgh court of
any. other capitalist. country. - :-.o. .. 0 Lolin ol Lo

There was no sueh mobilisation' in the Saecco-Vanzetti
cage.” The class courts had already made their decision before
world protest was mobilised, which then thundered fruitlessly
at the ddor of the Massachusetts’ millionaire governor. The
same is true of the Mooney-Billings persecution.

Two characteristics of the Scottsboro Campaign uunder
the leadership of the International Red Aid. are: (I) It has
been quickly mobilised compared with other campaigns,
ind (2) It 'is" without illusions as to the “justness” and the
“fairness” of capitalist class justice. Not even the bourgeois
press raises a word of defence on behalf of the. so-called

“impartiality” of the American judicial lynchers.

For instance, there are Parisian editions of two Teadlng
capltahst newspapers .in the United States, the “Chicago Daily
Tribune” and the. “New York Herald”. Neither of these
dares utter a word agamst mass protest on the basis of the
“justice and fairness” that may be expecied from the
Amerlcan court. The merely seek to differentiate as between
“good protest” and “bad plotest" as,” “All day long”, in the
words of the “Chicago Tribune”, “from the time it opened in the
morning until it closed at five p. m., the Embassy (Paris)
was besieged by délegations 'of Reds who presented petitions
in favour of the condemned Negroes”.

" The “Chicago Daily Tribune”, that has fascist aspirations
and has been closely linked with underworld gangsterdom in
its own 'home city, uses the familiar and vieious method of
trying to discredit militant mass protest by excitedly
speaking of “Thredts to assault U.S. Embassy officials and
prominent: Americans in Paris and to bomb American
buildings “here (Paris) unless the seven Negroes sentenced to
deathat Seottsboro, Alabama, .. .. are set free”. The threats
are supposed tb have been made by a youth representatives
of the French Section of the Intermational Red Aid. But
this is all in the usual method of the “Chicago Dallv Tribune”,
that styles itself the “World’s Greatest Newspaper”, that sets
out with its 'venomous poison to discredit a mowement that
it can no longer combat ‘with. silence; On the other hand it
lauds “peaceful and polite” protest and of “behaviour™ before
the American embassy secretary that “was above reproach”.
The “New York Herald” tries to . console
declaration -that the fifteen . delegstlons that ‘came
American embassy in Paris were “calm and peaceful”. !

The mouthpieces of the American bourgeoisie- in: Paris
are: both wrong twice over, The growing Secottshoro world
protest is neither “bomdp throwing® mnor “calm and peaceful”.
It grows into mighty masg~ demonstrations and - strike
struggles.- The mobilised working eclass cannot ber charged
with the deeds-of the police agent provoeateurs on the one
hand, or the tears: of bourgeois.sentimentalists including the
cctr}?al fageists - (Léon Blum, Emlle _Vandervelde, etc) on ‘the
other.

:The truth of. thls is revealed in the faet that the Scotts—
boro protest action on October Tenth, for the first time,
crashed through. quite ‘generally to. the -first pages of the

to the

* world press. This meeans that hundreds;of millions of copies

of daily newspapers in all lands re-echoed with “Seottsboro!”
-—the ‘story of the judicial lynehing in Alabama. And. the
United States Supreme.Court, that could have-given a decision
if it desired in five mlnutes pos“rponed action -until No—
vember. .

"It did ‘not sit- well. upon the stomach of -dollar claqs
justice to have its eourt roem crowded with - workers, mostly
Negroes,:-with many more -outside; that there were demon-
strations over-all the United States and Canada; that German
worker delegations coming to the American embassy in-Berlin
ordered: the Hindenburg-von Papen police to “stay putside”
when they insisted -on” accompanying them into-the building:
And so it went’ the world over, .all delegations were elected
from great mass mee‘mngs In Be1hn the Sceottshoro Day dele-
gations Were ‘elected: at the mass. meetings greeting the
released nine young workers tried for the death of a \Ia71
in the Rontgenstrasse Hitlerite attack upon workers.

. The U.S. ‘Supreme Court postponed its decision in the
month of intensive preparations:for the World: Congress - of
the - International. Red Aid, - that’ leads the SOOttbeIO
Campaign, to be held in Moscow Novémber 10.

Into -the: most secluded conference chambers of the U.S:
Supreme Court" of millionaire worporation lawyers must roar
labour’s growing- denunclatlon of the %ottsboro Jud;ma] Iynch
murder.., siia LUl LSSl LIll el LB Vit

itself  with. the -
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The Sttuation (/) the Workin Masses in the capitalist Countries

The Sltuatlon oi the Workmg Class in
Czechoslovakia.
1 The Position of the Miners.

ByG Frlednch(Prague) .

Czechoslovakian economy, with its strongly developed in-
dustry, is dependent to a great extent (ulmost a third of the

industrial production) upon exports. The competitive struggle on

the world market, above all on the. markets of . South-East
Europe, from which Czéchoslovakian goods are. being more
and more ousted by German goods, drove the Czechoslovakian
capitalists during the whole of the post-war period to adopt
special far-reaching rationalisation measures and constantly
to dismiss workers, to cut wages-and do away with the social
achievements of the proletariat. Even in the years of prospemty
the wages of the Czechoslovakian workers—especially in the
nationally oppressed disiricts of Slovakia, Carpatho-Ukrainia
and- the German industrial districts—were among the lowest in
Europe. Now, after three years of economic crisis, the standard
of living of the proletariat has been reduced to the leyel of
starvation. Unemployment commenced to increase again already
in August. In many branches of industry, for example. the glass
industry;, 70 per cent. of all workers are unemployed. The
majority of the workers still employed are on short time,

Only a fraction of the unemployed (in July 168,000 out of
466,000 officially régistered unemployed) received any support
under the Ghent system. The State support is being more. and
more restricted. Thousands of proleiarians, mostly young work--
ers, who . have never had the charnce of -seeing the inside of a

factory, are being converted into hopeless down-and- outs as a

result of unemployment.

It is .really difficult to ascertain statzstzcaZlJ the losses

suffered by the Czech proletariat as a result of the ¢risis, as

no- statistics regarding- eccupation and wages are compiled in-

Czechoslovakia. According to bourgeois economists, the Labour
Exchanges embrace only 30 to 50 per cent. of the actual un-
employed. Strike statistics are deliberately falsified. Therefore,
the datg which we gwe below are only -of value as a means of
comparison.

%

Industry producing -means -of produection has been most
severely hit by the.crisis. This is all the more the case as in
the post-war years, especially in the boom years of 1926-1929,

it was- rationalised. at a rapid rate, millions being expended.
for this-purpose. A great part of the apparatus of produection

is now lying idle, with the result that the costs of production
have increased to such an extent as to render ‘the -enterprises
unprofitable;

In thedyear 1920 there were 154 hald coal mining under-
takings ‘'and .258 browa coal mining untertakings. in -Czecho-
slovakia, Tn the year 1928 there were already.only 97 hard-coal
and 181 brown coal mining undertakings,  The crisis
accelerated this process. of. concentration,  so that in "July
1932 only 78 hard coal and 161 brown coal mining under-
takings were working. The winning . of . coal. in. the
concentrated undertakings. was mechanised to an. increasing
extent, In 1927, 48.6 per cent. of the hard coal was won by
mechanical . means; in 1930 the percentage. was 787 As a
result, the number of miners hasgbeen reduced in the course
of the  decade ending with the jgear 1931 by almost 40,000.
In 1921, 75,893 miners were employed in the hard coal mining
mdustxv in 1931 their number was 53.856 and in July 1932
40.700, 51, 440 miners were employed in the brown coal-mining
industry in 1921, 33.893 in. 1931 and only 31,200 in July 1932.
At the same time the intensity of labour has been inereased
from year ‘to year, The average daily output of a miner wias
a9 follows .

In metric centals

‘o - Brown ‘ecoal - + Hard -coal
21 ... e T30 0t 5SS
1981 -D ool iUl nviL 2285l el L

10.62 - -

This. thorough-going ratlonlahsatmn and the constant
speedlng up 1esu1ted in an incrasing number of -accidents
and illnesses.. The number of ' accidents -and  sicknesses
amounted: in” 1919 to 38211 per -thowsand, and din 1930 to
66.88 per thousand. In the Ostrau- Karviner coalfields alone,
in the 12 years from 1919 to 1930, there were 721 killed and
31.267 accidents and cases of smkness In 1931 the number
of accidents was 8,884, 776 being serious and 49 with fatal
results. Accidents are Jusf as f1equent in the other coalfields.
Only a few months ago, 8 miners were victims of. a terrible
disaster in the Humboldt pit in North Bohemia; due solely
to the criminal rationalisation.

In what relation does the increasing intensity of labour
stand to wages?

The greaf losses suffered by the miners during the: crisis
qre to be seéen  from the latest statisties regarding - wages
published bv the State statistical oiflee ‘even though these
ate incomplete:

Annual invome of a miner in crowns.

‘Total income, wages and all bonuses -and perquisites:

‘Hard coal brown coal
1929 1930 1931 1929 1930 - - 1931
Hewers. . . - 15,569 ' 13,561 13,018 14,067 - 12,645 12,024
Haulers . 11,106 9,658 9,496 — _ -
Young workexs (below 7 ’ -
bank) . ‘. 8,580 6,885 5,822 4.530 4,331 3,751
Technicians . ° . . 14,223’ 13,397 12,549 14,358 13,808 * 13,143
Young - wm'kers (above o . : ;
bank) P . 3,805 3,436 3,031 4,602 4,193 3.818
Women . . 5,648 5;202 5.059 6.481 6,193 - 5,878 -
General average . .012,923 0 11,479, 11, 064' 12,313 11,429 11,090

As is to be seeh, already in 1931 the income of a miner had
sunk on an avenage by 15 per cent. as compared with 1929, The
total loss of the miners in wages amounted during this period
to more than 2,500 millicn erowns, for simultaneously with the
wage 1educuons there were continual dlscharges of workers
and closing down of pits.

With the intensification-of the erisis at the beginning of
1932 the dismissals in the mining industry assumed a mass
character. Simultaneously, theOstrau coal magnates com-
meneed a general attack on the basic wages of the miners.
Of the 35,000 miners whoe were emploved in the eoalfield, 15,000
were to be discharged and the wages of the remaining were
to be reduced. The cunning deception of the socidl faseist trade
union secretaries and the monstrous police terror succeeded in
preventing the formation of a united front of the Ostrau
miners and in breaking the strike, and thus enabled the mine
owners to put through their demands 10,000 workers in the
Ostrau coalfield have been dismissed, and further dismissals are
pending. Already in 1930 wages were 40 per cent. of thaose
obtaining in 1921. The average annual income of an Ustrau
miner. has fallen :as follows: in 1929 it amounted to~ 13,492
crowns, in 1930 to 11,636, and in 1931 to 11,330 crowns,. At the
present time the average wage amounts to about 40 crowns per
shift, with three shifts being worked in a week.. .

Whllst the -Ostrau proletarians must now pay for the
treachery of their leaders with a trémendous reduction of
their standard of living, the miners of the North Bohemian
brown coalfield succeeded by the most heroic strike struggle in
the history of the last decade of the Czechoslovakian labousr
moevement in ‘preventing the announced wholesale dismissals
and wage reductions being: carried out.,” No dismissals have
taken place in the coalfield since the conclusion of the strike.
One must besar in mind how -great the misery of the North-
Bohemian miners is in order 1o realise thé ocourage, born: of
despair, with -which they opposed further ‘impoverishment.

Tha total ~amount of -wages paid in the North-Bohemian
coalfield declined from 815.5 million crowns -in-1921 to 342.2
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million crowns in 1931, i. e., a reduction of 58 per cent. The
allowanees in kind received by the miners fell in the same
period by 80 per cent. In the Briix coalfield 19,103 miners were
employed in February 1931. Each of these workers on an
average 18 days a month., In these 18 days, 737,000 tons of
brown coal were produced. In February 1932, each worker in

the coalfield was likewise working 18 days a month, but only .
17,581 workers were employed, whilst their output amounted -

to 708,000 tons of coal. The average output per man, therefore,
1ncreased from 38.7 to 40.11 tons. And what about wages?.

“A hewer earns up to 500 crowns a month. But'a
hauler at the end of the week never receives more than

75 crows, and usually only 50.” (Lidove noviny, 26th March .

1932.)

The North-Bohemian strike prevented the capitalists for
a time from shifting the burden of their losses onto the workers
by wholesale dismissals and wage cuts, Recently, however, the
crisis in the coal minimg industry has experienced a further
deepening. In the first seven months of the current year,
6,265,000 tons of hard coal were produced as compared with
'7441000 tons in the same period of the previous year, and
8498 000 tons of brown coal and 773,000 tons of coke were
produeed compared with 9,843,000 tons and 1,218,000 tons
respectively in the previous year. The output of hard coal sank
by 16 per cent,’that of brown coal by 14 per cent, and the
production of coke by 37 per cent. In spite of th1s reduced
output the stocks at the pitheads have continually increased.

JIn the Kladno-Schlan coalfield about 8000 workers .are
employed at present. In most of the pits 4,.and in many only
three, shifts are worked a week. The average daily output
has increased from 5.07 cubic metres per man in the year 1921
to 7,38 cubic metres in the year 1931. The average wages sank
in the same period from 57,50 crowns per shift to 88,28 crowns.
At the present time the piece-rate workers in the coalfield
receive at the most 42 crowns, the day labourers, however, at
most 27,60 crowns per shift.

In the Rossitz-Oslavan coalfield the number of workers
has been reduced from 2,500 in the second quarter of the year
1930 to about 2,200 in the second quarter of 1932, The average
output increased from 6,32 cubic metres to 6,76 cubic metres,
whilst the average wage sank from 32,056 to 31 74 crowns.

. That is how the pos1t10n of the Czechoslovakian miners
‘has deteriorated as a result of wholesale dismissals, short-time
and wage cuts. To this there is' added the terrible housing
conditions. The infantile mortality, owing to the constant
starvation and terrible housing conditions, often exceeds 60
per cent. of the birth rate. Tuberculosis is rife in the mining
villages.

The miners, this broad stratum of the Czechoslovakian
proletariat, are rapidly being pushed down to the lowest level
of poverty. But the North Bohemian strike broke through the
front of the capitalists and prevented them from further re-
ducing the standard of living of the masses. A broad united
front is being set up in the other mining areas.

SOCIAL FASCISM

The British Labour Party Conference.
By Arthur Pooley (London).

The thirty-second annual conference of the Labour Party
took place at Leicester on October 3rd. to 7th. It met at a
period of rapidly deepening capitalist ecrjsis, of sharpening
of class antagonisms and rising. Working-c‘iass militaney. The
slight recovery in British industrial production following the
abandonment of the gold standard in September 1931 had
reached its peak by February, to be followed by an ever
accelerating catastrophie decline. The Empire was rapidly
crumbling. India- especially was visibly proceeding to open
rebellion,. while Ireland had become once more a source of
acute anxiety. At -the Ottawa Conference Britain had
endeavoured to counteract the centrifugal tendency .and the

rival pull of American capital on the Dominions. by the bribe

of economic- concessions which could only result in deepening
her-own internal crisis, Internationally, ‘Britain was involved
in -a maze of pe1p1ex1tles and antagonlsms growmg more
acute every day.

-daily

‘expression, The delegates,

In Britain itself, capitalism was vainly trying fo stabilise
itself by savage attacks on the working. eclass. In this it was
loyally seconded by the Labour Party and the trade union
leadership, but there were growing signs that the workers were

escaping from the blight of reformist domination and entering .

on the path of working-class struggle. Industry after industry
had suffered wage-euts and worsening of conditions, and many

-further attacks were pending. A strong rank-and-file move-

ment among the London busmen had forced the employers to
withdraw part of their demands and gained a partial vietory
in spité of the defeatism of their leaders. 160,000 cotton
weavers had just concluded a heroic strike, torced back to
work, bitter and resentful, under terms of defeat, betrayed

by the trade union bureaucracy. But the brunt of the struggle.
‘was being. borne by the unemployed, an ever-growing army

of over three million, Here the reformists had lost almost
every scrap of influence, and huge militant demonstrations,
leading to street fights with the police, were taking place
against the Means Test. and the other starvation
measures of the National Government, under the undisputed
leadership of the National Unemployed Workers’” Movement.

These events had left their mark on the Labour Party.
In structure it was becoming less a mass party of the trade

unions, more a Social-Democratic party of individual members

based largely on the petty bourgeoisie, The affiliated member-
ship reached a maximum of nearly 4.360,000 in 1920, the year
of militaney, declined to 8,156,000 in 1923, rose again to reach
a peak of 3,388,000 in the general strlke year of 1926, and
since than had steadﬂy declined to 2,060,000 ia 1932. The fresh
wave of militaney fihds no reflection in a growth in Labour
Party™ strength. The workers are seeking other forms of
struggle. On the other hand, individual membership has risen
from 215,000 in 1928 to 297, 000 in 1932. The Labour Party is
steadily shedding pmletamans ‘and recruiting from the

- intellectuals and the lower middle class.

The leadership of the Party is suspect dmong the members,
and still more among the masses outside. The record of the
last Labour Government and the hesitancy shown by the
whole Cabinet whether or not to follow -MacDonald- cannot
be obliterated by a few pious assurances of repentance: Even
among the delegates to the Conference, largely trade union
and Labour Party functionaries, this mass feeling found its
especially from the distressed
industrial areas, expressed in private discussion lively .interest
in the U.S.S.R. and the Communist Party. One delegate stated
that many thousand Labour Party members are only one step
from the Communist Party. But the discontent was
completely formless and unorganised, individual delegates
feeling the hopelessness of opposing the platform, and lacking
the courage to break with the powerful Labour Party
machine,

The Conference iitself was an ob]ect—lesson in platform
manoeuvring. The main purpose of the conference was intended
by the executive to be the laying of plans for the next
Labour Government. Besides the executive resolutions dealing
with the reorganisation of finance, transport, electricity, and
agriculture, the preliminary agenda contained many resolutions
from local labour parties reflecting the distrust of the leader-
ship and asking for immediate action on the Means Test, One
group of resolutions demanded that the Labour Party should
not again take office as a minority Government, or that it
should do so only to introduce bold Socialist legislation in order
that it could appeal to the country on its defeat; another group
tied the next Cabinet to bold legislation within the first few
weeks of office; another wanted all the leadérs compromised
with Macedonaldism to be expelled; many local parties demanded
that all Labour representatives on local authorities should be
instructed forthwith to refuse to administer the Means Test.
It is instructive to follow the fate of these resolutions.

Between the preliminary agenda and the conference itself
there intervenes a body known as the Conference Arrangement
Committee. Its nominal function is to reduce to manageable
proportions the vast number of resolutions sent in for discus-
sion, Actually, it is one of the most useful auxiliaries to.the
platform in keeping awkward topics off the conference floor. It
takes all the resolutions on a given subject, producing from
them a “composite resolution” covering the main points.

The treatment of the unemployment question is a case in
point. The “composite resolution” omitted entirely the demand
for an immediate refusal to administer the Means Test, and
merely called upon the National Government to abolish it. But
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there was clearly a mass. demand for something more than this
futile gesture. The platform therefore proceeded to take the
lead "in order to smother the demand in rhetorie. Shinwell,
Minister of Mines in the Labour Government, made a dem-
agogic left-wing speech suggesting but not clearly stating that

the time had come to refuse to administer the Means Test. .

The speech was in such” a form that Lanshury, as an old
fighter against the Poor Law, was able to reply that the demand
was inopportune. Thus the more . militant delegates were
. satisfied with Shinwell’s “fine fighting speech”, while the vote

did not-commit the Party to any action, The real motive behind
"~ the whole manoeuvre was clearly brought out in Shinwell’s
closing sentence: “For God’s sake don't let the leadership of
the\ unemployed pass to. the Communist Party!” ‘

- The unemployment issue forced itself again before the
conference. On the morning of October 6th. the news came of
‘batoning of unemployed processions at North Shields and West
Ham. An emergency resolution was put before the conference
protesting against the batoning at North Shields, calling upon
the Government to institute an immediate inquiry, and urging
the police.to give the -un-erh'pll(g;ned’ full facilities to demonstrate.
There are two significant’onissions from the resolution.
One is the lack of any suggéstion of support for the demands
of the wunemployed. The other is- the omission of the more
serious trouble at West Ham, Curiously enough, at West Ham
the police had been sent against the unemployed by a Labour
Couneil! The mover again cleatly revealed the motive, stating

that they ‘must show the unemployed that the Labour Party -

was as much interested in their plight as the Communist
Party. The very next resolution affirmed that unemployment
was due to rationalisation, and advocated a reduction of hours
as’ a solution, The responsibility of the Labour Party for ratio-
nalisation was discreetly concealed. Thus the message of the

7 conference to the unemployed ds, wait for the next Labour .
Government " legislate a reduction of hours.

On the question of the trustworthiness of the leadership
the platform did.not have it quite its own way. This was due
to a large extent to the uncompromising stand taken by Sir
Charles Trevelyan, who resigned the Ministry of Education in
the Labour Government as a protest against MacDonald’s com-
promising policy. It is significant of the degradation into
Which the Labour Party has fallen: that the ,only serious
opposition to the platform took the form of individual protests
by two ex-Liberal landed aristocrats, Trévelyan and ILord
Ponsonby. Trevelyan tried to raise the question of the record
of the iast Labour Government the first morning, but Hender-
son manoeuvred a postponement. The question of a future
minority Labour Government arose again in the afternoon on
a resolution from Birmingham. There was a long acrimonious
debate, the platform trying to prevent any decision. Finally
Henderson was réluctantly compelled to give a specific pledge
that should -another opportunity arise to form a minority
_government, a special Labour Party Conference 'would be con-
vened to take the decision, Even this did not suffice. Trevelyan,
moving a resolution demanding that the next Labour Govern-
ment immediately adopt a beld Soeialist policy, denounced the
vacillation of the leaders in the 1931 crisis, and said “Even
now people are not certain about the Labour Party. We must
get back their confidence.” He said that the only Parliament
which had been really effective, taking its enemy by the
throat, was the Long Parliament of 1640 (which eventually
executed Charles I in 1649 ‘and established Cromwell’s Re-
public). He redeived tremendous applause. Henderson imme-
d1ate:ly rose to reply, and was subjected to many hostile inter-
ruptions, repeated appeals by the- chairman being necessary
to secure him a hearing. He said the resolution would tie the
hands of the Party (“We want to tie your hinds!”). There were
even shouts of “Traitor!”. Every other speaker supported the
resolution, which was earried. The supporters included the big
trade union bosses. One of them revealed the reason. He said
that 30 to 40 per cent. of his members were refusing to pay
the political levy. A bold policy was needed to regain support
for the Labour Party. Another resolution implying suspicion
of the leadership was carried unanimously, ‘It demanded that
Labour Ministers should be subject to Party decisions egually
with other Members of Parliament. ' ‘

A resolution was moved by Henderson on disarmament
which, under the cloak of pious phrases, actually supported
the attitude of the British Government, The only protest came
from Lord Ponsonby, who described the resolution as “drafted

by Sir John Simon”., He got a good deal of support, and only .
a strong appeal from Henderson for unity and moderation
secured an unopposed passage to the resolution. The solidarity
of the Labour Party with British Imperialism was here strik-
ingly shown. Another example of solidarity with- British Im-
perialism . was provided by a resolution  on India, calling for
the resumption of the policy of the Round Table Conference; -
calling for the reform wof the Indian criminal procedure that
made the Meerut trial possible (now the Meerut trial is over!);
and asking the Indian Government to promote trade union
organisation. Wedgwood Benn, the Secretary for India, got a
hostile reception (cries of “Why didn’t you release the Meerut
prisgners?”’) but by a clever speech blaming MacDonald and
the Indian Civil Service managed to get his record approved
and the resolution unanimously carried..

These incidents are more revealing of the actual position
of the Labour Party than the main debates. which were
devoted to the dischssion of what the next Labour Govern-
ment should do. But even in these debates on totally unreal
issues, the function of the Labour Party as an agent for the
consolidation of capitalism became clear. Two ‘- separate
resolutions were passed affirming that the sole aim of the
Labour Party is Secialism. This left-wing turn is a cloak for
right-wing actions, as was clearly revealed by Cramp, leader
of the Railwaymen’s Union, moving one of "the .resolutions.
Capitalism, he said, is collapsing. It can afford no more
concessions. Therefore it ig useless to fight against wage-cuts,
Government economies, or the Means Test. The only hope is
to wait for a Labour Government to introduce Socialism.
Thus the “conversion” of the Labour Party to:Socialism is
being: used to sabotage the fight of the workers against
capitalist attacks. -

As for the way to Socialism, the Labour Party has
discovered that nationalisation, workers’ control, and all The
rest of its old slogans are completely out of date. The new -
policy is to set up public utility corporations to buy out the
shareholders, giving them a guaranteed interest on- bonds
instead of subjecting them to the risks of the market. The
industry so acquired is then to be.run by a semi-independent
trust under state supervision, governed: by a bureaucratic
board  appointed by the Minister concerned “on appropriate
grounds of ability”, A big debate developed on whether the
autocrats should include trade union representatives. The
matter was referred to joint consideration with the Trades
Union Congress. But the main principle went. practically
unchallenged. ) ‘ :

" A financial policy was presented, consisting of the
nationalisation of the Bank of England and the setting up
of a National Invéstment Board to control new issues of
capital. This scheme won the warm approval of the bourgeois
economist Maynard Keynes, who, however, showed in his
analysis that 'the only effect, if it was found -possible to
control anything, would be to stabilise wholesale prices by
alternately encouraging and restricting production. In other
words, it was a scheme to stabilise unemployment. An amend-
ment to include nationalisation of the joint stock banks was
carried against the executive, and hailed as a great militant
vietory. o

A scheme for agriculture was unanimously adopted, in-
volving setting ‘up national and county agricultural boards,
national and local commodity boards, wages boards,  and
possibly housing boards, all bureaucratically appointed and
all presumably men of outstanding ability.

These schemes -ccincide with the line of capitalist
stabilisation, which is to interlock industry closer with the
imperialist state. Similar schemes have already been adopted
by Tory Governments for electricity and broadeasting. Under
them the subjection and oppression of the workers are
inereased. Capitalism actually ' prefers such schemes fo be
introduced by a Labour Government, since they then become
“great measures of Socialist reconstruction”, enabling the
trade union leaders o represent strikes as imperilling the
success of Socialist experiments, )

The message of the Labour Party Conference to the
workers may be paraphrased thus:— MacDonaldism: is ended.
The Labour: Party is newly born, militant and Socialist.
Capitalism is collapsing, so it is no uge figthing for immediate
amelioration. Put all your energies into returning a majority
Lajbo'u}' Government, which will introduee bold measures of
Socialist reconstruction, with the co-operation of the more
efficient and far-seeing of the capitalists themselves.
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American Veterans Prepare for New March
- By A. G. Bosse (New York). '

“A national conference of war veterans was held in Cleve-
land toward the end of September, called by the Central Rank
and File Committee and the Workers Ex-Servicemen’s ‘League.
Its purpose was to sum up the lessons of the July bonus march
and massacre in Washington and to prepare for a new march
in- December when Congress meets., The -July march was
initiated by the same groups of militants, supported by the
Communist Party and sympathetic organisations, and led the
fight not only against Hoover and Congress, but also against
the traitorous fascist ieaders pf the veterans.

Since the Washington murders the various large veterans’
organisations under bourgeois control have been forced by
mass pressure from .the rank and file of their membership. to
come out in. favour of - immediate payment of the bonus.

Despite the hysterical pleading of Hoover, his secretary of war

and generals, the, American Legion, the Veterans of Foreign
Wars (the two largest orgamsatlons) and the Jewish veterans
‘have all voted overwhelmingly in favour of the bonus. At the
American Legion convention the vote was ten to one for the
‘bonus, despite previous opposition to it.. According to present
leglslatmn the veterans will receive $2 billion in 1945, but over
half of the.4 million ex-servicemen and their famlhes are
starvmg now and the movement for 1mmed1ate payment is
sweeping the country.

.There were at the Cleveland conventmn 300 delegates from
‘over.. 50 cities. They represented 18,000 veterans from all
‘organisations, jingo as well as militant. The first session was
opened by S. J. Stember of the Workers Ex-Servicemen’s
League (W.E.S.L.), leader. of -the militant section of the July
march and delegate to the Amsterdam International Congress
Against War. John Pace, who was elected chairman, had been
jailed for leading the mass picketing demonstration before ‘the
White House; H. Wood, Negro veteran, was elected vice-
chairman; The presidium included veterans fram all parts of
the country, and among the honorary members were
J. W. Ford, Negro veteran and Communist v1ce-pre51dent1al
candidate, Tom Mooney, the Scottsboro boys, the marines who
refused to attack thé Washlngton marchers, and Betsy Ross
(great grand-daughter of the woman who made the first
American flag and an ardent supporter of the W.E.S.L.).

E. Levin, national chairman of the W.E.S.L., made the
main report, laying.down the line which the eonvention
followed. "Among- the ‘points outlined were the following:
1) .that' the conterence issues a call to all veterans to march
- on Congress-in December to demand payment of the bonus;
2) that a mass campaign be started in- all veterans
organisations (American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars,
Disabled American Veterans, Khaki Shirts, Spanish-American
War, Veterans Association), and large. fraternal organijsations
to win the rank and file for a militant struggle for the bonus;
3) that Rank and File Committees be organised in all cities;
4) that local struggles for relief be carried on, 1nclud1ng
marches and demonstrations before city and state governments,
for the bonus and for condemnation of the Hoover admini-
stration for using troops against the .veterans; 5) that the
women be organiséd around the fight fop the bonus 6) that
the International (L.A.C.) be endorsed anﬁ supported; 7) that
the Committee electéd at.the conference work out a plan for
activity among the armed forces for support of the veterans’
movement; 8) that .the ‘conference cooperate with the
unemployed and employed workers in the struggle for
unemployment and social insurance. } :

The - conference not only endorsed these points, but
summarised the basic demands of the veterans as follows:
immediate payment of the bonus, increased disability com-
pensation, unemployment insurance at the .expense of the
bosses ‘and state,. against -Jim-Crowing (disecrimination). of
Negroes, and against imperialist war. It.voted unanimously
for the march on Washington;. practically all the -delegates
‘having brought resolutions:from their organisations in favour
of such action. The plan adopted: called for the marchers: first
paying tribute to Hushka and Carlson, the two.veterans killed

in Washmgton in July; then a comfmttee backed up by the
masses of veterans, to visit Congress and present. a bill for the
immediate payment of the bonus.

The delegates condemned the attitude and actlons of the
three parties of capitalism on the ' bonus- issue. Roosevelt,
democratic presidential candidate, has' pretented to favour
payment of the' bonus—but not immediate payment. His
method is to attempt to curry favour with every group which
has'a grievance against Hoover and the Republicans and may

‘-give him votes in the elections. The socialists have also come

out in opposition to the bonus. All three parties say the
government cannot afford to pay the veterans though it has
just given the big capitalists a “dole”-of $3000 million through
the Reconstruction Corporation and is spending billions more

on war- preparations. The militant veterans demand that these
funds, and a surtax on all industries and a tax on large

ineomes be used to pay.the bonus.
Comrade Browder greeted the conference in the name of

‘the Central Committee of the Communist Party and was

aceorded an enthusiastic ovation for several minutes. A tele-
gram from Comrade Foster, Communist presidential candidate,
was also applauded greatly., A, W. Mills, Communist leader of
the unemployed march on Washington last December,
addressed the delegates. An: attempt fo deport Mills to fascist
Poland is now in process; the delegates adopted-and sent to
Secretary .of Labour Doak a  resolution demanding that
deportatlon proceedings be dropped. The conference endorsed
Mill’s proposal “to coordinate the veterans” and unemployed
marches in December. Comrade Hugo Graef, wounded secretary
of the LA.C. and Reichstag deputy of the C.P,G., greeted the
delegates in the name of the International. The conference
decided to endorse the I.A.C.. and send delegates to its
conference next spring.

Upon closing, the conference elected & Cential Rank and
File Committee of 26 to lead the strugg}e This committee,
which will have its headquarters in Detroit,

delegates pledged to organise local rank and file conferences
in their own cities at the end of October to rally the masses
of ex-servicemen- for the December march. These -city
committees will lead the various contingents of the march
and will “have' sub-committees on organisation, education,
finances, tra,ﬁnsportatlon commissary, and pubhclty Special
demands against - Jim-Crowism will be raised in each town,
especially against the disecrimination . against Negroes in
government hospitals. The delegates will also hold meetings
in .the various: cities they pass through on the way homse,
mobilising the workers in support of the march, They will
speak béfore political, social, educational, fraternal, and labour
organisations to urge support of the ﬁght and the sending of

delegates to the local rank and file conferences.

Following the adjournment of the National Rank and File

Oenference there was held the convention of the Workers Ex- .

Servicemen’s League, with Walter Trumbull, secretary, making
the main report. Among the decisions of -the League delegates,
who were the backbone of the earlier conference, were the
following: to organise 'a women’s auxiliary, to accept. into
membership non-worker. veterans who support the programme
of the League, to accept workers who were imprisoned for
fighting against the World War, and to -acecept veterans
regardless of which. flag they iought under. The convention
voted to demand increased pensions for Spanish-American war
veterans. The convention-also décided to move 1ts headqualtels
from New York to Detroit.

Of interest in this conneection is a recent resolution of the

C.C. of the C.P.U.S.A., published in the September issue of

“The Communist”, on the lessons of the July veterans’ march on
Washington. In summarizing the development of ‘the. cam-
paign, the resolution showed how the W.E.S.L. had initiated
it :by ra- series of  local demonstrations .in March and April,
followed by  the appearance of ity representatives befere -a
Congressional committee, -where they put.forth a demand for
the bonus and, presented the programme of the W.E.S.L.,
ineluding . unemployment insurance. The resolution dlscussed
the weaknesses of the League and of its Communist fraction
in the campaign and set-forth a further programme for the
struggle. Among the errors enumerated - are the ‘general
underestimation of the veteranm’s struggle and lack of support
by the Party, a narrow concept of the movement, weakness
in’ exposing the fascist leadership of the march and in combat-

ing the’ attempts of the fasmsts and pohce to 1so]ate the *

militants, ete.

has on it .
. representatives of the 'various. veterans’ o'rganisatlons. The

.
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The XIL Plenum of the E. C. CI

‘The War in the Far East and the Tasks of the Communists in

the Struggle against Imperialist War and Mllltary Interventlon
against the US.S.R.

(Resoluhon adopted by the XII Plenum of the E.C. C.I on the report oi

‘Comrade

1. The pericd of relative gtability in internatiomal rela-
tions has ended. The attack of Japanese dmperialism lon
China, which is taking place with the.full and open support
of France and with the secret support of England, marks the
beginning of a new imperialist war. The struggle for the re-
division  of the world, sharpened--as the result of the world
economic ecrisis, is expressed. by the intensification of all the
contradictions within the imperialist system. The intensifi-
cation of the main contradiction in the camp of imperialism
—the contradiction between the U.S.A. and Great Britain,
the sharpening of the conflict between the U.S.A. and Japan,
the extreme intensifications of “the struggle around the Ver-
sailles systterm\ between France and >Germ4amy and between
Poland and Germany around the question of Danzig, the
Polish Corridor, and the question of East Prussia, the ‘shar-
pening of the s:tru\ggle between French and Italian imperial-
ism and, in connection with all these facts, the regrouping
of “imperinlist powers which is taking pla»ce'—all these are
léading 1o the outbreak of new military conflicts. The at-
titude of the League of Nationg towards the Japanese attack
on China once again plainly shows. that the League of
Nations serves as an instrument of war and intervention in
the hands of Fremch and British imperialism. In opposing the
occupation of Manchuria, the U.S.A. is pursuing its own
imperialist aims of securing a “fair” redistribution of spheres
of influence in the Far East. The conferences at Geneva,
Lausanne and Ottawa will. not help to remove the anta-
gromsms among the imperialists,

‘ The intensification of the imperialist anmagon‘lstms
i‘ncrea@es the tendency. in the camp of imperialism to settle
these antagonismg at the expense of the U.S.SR. The im-
perialist powers, and first of all" the 1mper1a,hstfs of France
and Japan, are exerting every effort to -extend and

strenigthen the Anti-Soviet bloe in order to deliver a decisive

military blow at the basis of the world proletarian. revolu-
tion—the U.S.S.Rr—which is strengthening itself on the
socialist path. British imperialism supports all the plans for
intervention against the. U.S:S.R. The U.S.A. is striving to
provoke war between Japan and the Soviet Union in order
that, by Weakenlng both Japan and the U.S.S.R., it may
stnewngthen its” own position in the ‘Pacific. In Poland,
Rumania, Czechoslovakia, the Baltic eountries and the Bal
kan countries, preparations for war are being carried on
with the gr‘elatest possible intensity under the guidance of
the’ French- General Staff. By the - efforts of Japanese
imperialism, supported by France and Great Britain, Man-
churia has been converted into a place d’armes for an at-
tack on the U.S.S.R. At the same time direct preparations
for intervention against the U.S.S.R. are being carried on
under the guidance of France in Poland, Rumania, and the
Baltic countries, ete. The threat of tdmretct muhtary inter-
ventmon hangs over the U.SS.R.

3. A new .imperialist war,- a new 1nmerven1:10nr against
the . U.S.S.R. will bring to the workers. and toilers of the
whole: ‘world such suffering, deprivation and bloody saecrifice,
as were not experienced even during the first world impe-
rialigt. slaughter. The .sharpening of all forms of bourgeois
dictatorship, the strengthening of reaction, the growth of
faseism, the persecution wof the revolutionary movement,
sh»orotmgs and hangings are already the preparation of - the
‘rear for animperialist war and' military wmbel"vevntlkon ag‘al\nst
the USSR, ..

The XII Plenum of the LCOI is:.of. the opinion that
the main task of all’ Communist Parties is to organise and
lead the struggle of the workers, peasants and all the toilers

Okano.)

for thwe defence of China and the Chinese revolution, for the
defence of the fatherland: of the workers of all countries;
the U.S.S.R., against the closely approaching intervention
and ..for the defence of the toilers of ecapitalist countries
against a new imperialist war.

4. During the Far Eastern War, the leaders of the Second
International and its parties adapted their tactics to suit the
requirements of the bourgeoisie of their respectlve ecountries.
At the beginning of the war against China, they called on
the workers to support the ILeague of Nations, representing
the League and the Kellogg Pact. to be organs of peace. They
supported the poliecy of their own imperialist governments,
only . criticising the imperialist . governments - of . other
countries. They declared Japans attack upon China to. be
a remote colonial war which did not affect the interests of
the working class in Europe or America. As a means -of
combatting war, they proposed to the workers to appeal to
the  League of Nations and to their own government, They
either silently ignored .the danger of intervention against
the U.S.S.R, or directly deceived the masses by alleging that
the U.S.S.R. ig not in danger of intervention, At the same
time the parties of the Second International increased their
slanderous anti-Soviet campaign and strove to weaken the
influence of the peace policy of the U.S.S.R. on the toiling
masses and supported the ill-concealed aggressive pohcy of
the imperialist governments .in opposition to the Soviet
proposal for complete - disarmament. The reformist  trade
unions sabotaged the struggle against the manufacture of
munitions and the transport of munitions to Japan, and
argued that a war would put an end to unemployment, The
Japanese social democrats, who are in contact with the Second
and Amsterdam . Intelndtlonal fully and completely supported
the predatory war of the Japanese bourgepisie, on the plea
that this war is the path to socialism. This position taken by
Japanese social democracy -is an indication of the position
which will be taken wup by world social democracy as a
whole when a new imperialist war breaks out.

"Later, under the pressure of the masses, the Executive
Committee of the Second International in Zurich adopted a
resolution- which formally opposed imperialist war, and
advocated defence of the U.S.S.R.,  thus passing from the
position of interventien and theé support of counter-revolutio-
nary efforts against the Soviet State to a position of formal
neutrality and vérbal defence of the U.S.S.R. In reality, however
the parties of ‘the Second International are continuing their
slanderous - anti-Soviet campaign, -supporting . the Russian
Menshevik-interventionists, sabotaging all - the - concrete
actions of the workers against the production and transport
of munitions for Japan -and- continuing to: sow pacifist
illusions with the aim of diverting the masses from the real
struggle against imperialist war. and military intervention,
beyeotting -the Amsterdam Anti-War-Congress, participating
in the preparations and - the- organlsatlon of ‘imperialist
war ~ and - military -intervention, and ' in every ocountry
supporting their own bourgeois government.

5. The XII. Plenum -¢f the E.C.C.L. greets the heroic
struggle the C.P. of Japan is waging against the imperialist
war commenced by the Japanese bourgeoisie and landlords,
and the.revolutionary struggle of the C.P, of China agamst
Japanese imperialism and. against all imperialists.

The. C.P. of China must continue:to exert every effort to
guarantee the hegemony of the proletariat in the mass’ anti-
imperialist movement. in Kuomintang China. For this purpose
the C.P..of China must set- itself the task = of . further

developing and. deépening the Soviet movement, strengthening:

the Red Army of the Chinese Sov1ets, hnkmg up the Soviet
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movement with the mass anti-imperialist struggle 1in
Kuomintang China, widely and consistently using the tactic
of the united front from below in the anti-imperialist struggle

of the masses, organising the masses under. the slogan of a -

revolutionary national liberation war for the independence,
unity and territorial integrity of China, against all
imperialists, for the overthrow of the agent of imperialism—
the Kuomingtang.

The C.P. of Japan must increase its work in the army and

- navy, especially in Manchuria, must carry on popular agitation

among the workers, peasants and the exploited urban petty
bourgeois masses, in language that can be understood by the
broad masses, in order to expose the indissoluble connection
that existe between imperialist war and the direct preparations
for military intervention against the U.S.S.R., on the one
hand, and the strengthening of the military-police reaction
and the increased plundering of the toiling masses in Japan
itself, on the other hand. The C.P. of Japan must develop the
economic struggle of the workers against the capitalist ofifensive,
linking this up with the struggle against imperialist war and
the preparations for intervention. It must organise the peasant
movement and link up this movement with the struggle. of
the working class and raise it to the lewel of the agrarian
revolution. It must expose the demagogv of the fascists and
the social democrats as @ means of mobilising the masses for
imperialist war and military intervention.

The Communists of Korea and Formesa, in close colla-
boration with the C.P. of Japan and the C.P, of China, must
mobilise the workers and peasants of Korea and Formosa for
the struggle against Japanese imperialism, fo the independence
of Korea and Formosa, and must establish a revolutionary
{fighting @lliance of all the oppressed and exploited for the
national liberation struggle

8. While recognising the undoubtedly favourable results
in the work of the C.P’s in imperialist and colonial countries
in the matter of mobilising the masses against imperialist war
and agaiast preparations for military intervention, the XII.
Plenum of the E.C.C.L declares that the Communist Parties
of the imperialist countries have not been able, by their
revolutionary actions, to prevemt the transport of -troops to
China and military supplies to Japan, that they have not been
able to rouse the broad working masses employed in munition
factories and in transport for the struggle, that the mass anti-
war campaign has developed slowly, partly because of an
opportunist underestimation: of the war in the Far East and
also because of a leftist-fatalistic, fmvolous attitude to the
war

The, X711, Plenum of the E.C.C.I. calls partlcular attention
to the impermissable weakness of the contacts of the C.P’s
with the principal munition factories, with the chief ports

and with the key-points on the railroads, and also to the fact .

that the anti-war work of the Communist Parties and' the
Y.CL. in the army, the navy and the special fascist semi-
military organisations is in an intolerably neglected con-
dition. The XII. Plenum of the E.C.C.I. particularly emphas-
ises the weakness and the backwardness of the Y.C.1. in the
struggle against imperialist war and military "intervention.
In addition, the XII. Plenum states that the Communist Par-
ties have not succeeded in fulfilling the urgent task of creat-
ing legal, semi-legal or illegal control committees and illegal
committees of action, based on the masses, in the factories,
railroads, ports and ships,"have mot succeeded in mobilising the
masgses. of workers in the reformist trade unions and wother
mass workers” organisations en the basis of the tactic of the
united front from below for the purpose of preventing the
transport of troops to China and munitions of war.to Japan,
and in developing -the agitation against imperialist war and
military intervention among the masses of peasants and the
urban petty bourgeoisie. Inadequate Bolshevik resistance was
shown to the opportunist underestimation of the war in China
and to the underestimation of the danger of imperialist war
and military intervention, to the opportunist failure to under-
stand all the pe-euliarit‘ies of the present drift towards a new
world war, to individual pacifist deviations from the Leninist
teaching on 'war, to opportunist passivity with regard to war
and to fatalistic opportunist moods as expressed by the theory
that revolution will automatically arise out of war,

7. The general tasks of all Communist Parties in the
struggle against imperialist war and military intervention and
in. the struggle against fascism, social democracy and
bourgeois pacifism, which facilitate with various methods the
preparatlon and carrying on of imperialist war and m111tary
intervention against the U.S.S.R. are as follows:

- soldiers and sailors,

a) To develop a’ systematic ideological struggle against
chauvinism and nationalism; to carry on propaganda for real
proletarian internationalism, to expose to the masses all the
machmathns of the forelgn policy of their own bourgeoisie
in preparation for war; to expose the production and transport
of munitions for 1mperlahst countries, to remind the masses
of all the calamities of the first imperialist war, to fight
tirelessly against ‘the  militarisation of the schools.

b) To react aectively to all manifestations of the anti-

- Soviet’ campaigns, - seriously to improve the propaganda of

the successes of socialist construction in the U.S.S.R. among
the broadest masses, to mobilise the toilers against the white
guards, to popularise the peace policy of the U.S.S.R., to
mobilise the masses for the active defence of the U.S.S.R,
China and the Chinese-Soviet revolution.

-¢). To expose on the basis of actual and well known facts
all the sophisms and manoeuvres of the bourgeois pacifists
and especially- the social democratic. parties.

d) To expose widely to the masses the peculiar, secret
birth and conduct of a new imperialist war (mobilisation in
parts, formation of a covering army, preparations to purge
the rear of revolutionary elements) and in deciding the anti-
war tactics of the Communist Party to take into account the
variety of the new methods employed by the bourgeoisie in
preparing and carrying on war, '

e) By employmg the tactic of the united front, to set up
legal, semi- -legal .and illegal contro]l committees and commit-
tees of action in the munition factories, in ports, in factories,

on railroads, and on ships, for the purpose of developing.

mass activity and carefully prepared protest strikes and
economic strikes to prevent the transport of munitions and
troops, and to rouse the initiative of the broad masses of
workers in this matter.

t) To develop extensive mass work among the unemployed,
among the youth, among working women and among emigrant
workers, against 1mper1ahst war and military intervention.
To draw the peasant masses into the struggle against impe-
rialist war. To support the national liberation movement of
the colonial and subjected nations.

g) To carry on extensive anti-imperialist work among the
among recruits, reservists and in the
special military organisations of the bourgeoisie. To streng-
then the Party organisations and all the revolutionary youth
organjsations, bearing in mind, that the whole Party, the
whole of the Y.C.L. must part1c1pate in this work. To organise
the struggie of the soldiers for their every day demands and
to support this struggle by the solidarity of the workers and
the toiling peasants. To popularise revolutionary traditions
and examples of the struggle against war.

All the C.P.s must carry on an irreconcilable Bol.shev1k
struggle in their own ranks against an opportunist underesti-
mation of the war danger, against opportunist passivity in
the struggle against imperialist war and military intervention
and against a pseudo-left fatalistic attitude towards war.

The XII. Plenum of the E.C.CI. imposes the duty upon
the E.C. Y.CI. and the C.Cg of the Communist Parties to
verify carefully the anti-war work of the Y.C.L. and to take
all measures to bring about a decisive improvement.

The entire international situation imposes on the C.P.S.U.
an important historic task—to continue undeviatingly to
pursue the policy of peace that has been so firmly pursued
by the Soviet Government in spite of the increasing provo-
cation of the imperialists, and at the same time, to streng-
then the defences of the U.S.S.R., and by ecarrying out the
great plan of socialist construction, by rallying all the
toilers around the Soviet) Power and the Party, to strengthen
the U.S.SR. as the base and stronghold of socialism.

The Communist Party must understand that bare and
empty propaganda of peace, unaccompanied by .cally ifor
and the orgamisation of the revolutionary actions of the
masses, is only capable of sowing illusions, or demoralising
the proletariat by imbuimg them with wconfidence ‘in the
policy of the bourgeoisie and their agents in the working
class and of making the working class a plaything in the
hands of the bourgeois governments. .

The Communist Parties, in carrying on a real struggle
against the preparations for imperialist war and military
intervention” against the U.S.S.R., must go to the workers
with Lenin’s teachings that imperialist war dis caused by
capitalism, -and  that the only guarantee against new imy
rialist wars and intervention is the conversion of imperialist
war into civil war and the overthrow of capitalism. -
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Message of Gi'eetings of the XII. Plenum of the E.C.C.L
to the C.P.S.U. and to the Toilers of the U.S.S.R.

Hamng heard the report of Comrade Manwuilsky on the
results, of the First Five-Year-Plan and the prospects: for
the Second Five-Year-Plan, the XII, Plenum of the E.C.C,L
welcomes with the Warmest enthusiasm the magnificent
results of the victorious fulfilment of the First Five-Year-
Plan in four years. Under the leadership of the Party of
Lenin and thanks to the ereative will and the mass initiative
of tens of millions of toilers in the Soviet Union, in the
course of a heroic struggle against the class enemy at home
and abroad, despite all difficulties and obstacles, a basis has
been created for the completion of the socialist reconstruec-
tion of the whole of national economy. On the basis of the
policy for the socialist industrialisation of the country ear-
ried out by the Party, the mass of the poor and middle
peasants have irrevocably turned towards socialism. By the
development of state farms- and collective farms, the U.S.S.R.
has been converted from a country of small and minute-scale

-agriculture into a country of large scale socialist agriculture.

The socialist forms of economy have become the predominant
forms in agriculture.

As a result of these successes the national income has in-
creased at a rate.that capitalist countries could never
achieve, Unemployment has been abolished and the well-being
and cultural level of the workers and the toiling peasants
is rising year by year. .

On the basis of the policy carried out by the Party to
liquidate the kulaks as a class, and- the enormous growth of
socialist industry, owing to the eompletlon of the founda-
tions of -socialism, the historical questlon “who will be the
victor” has been 1rrevocab1y decided in the Soviet Union in
favour of soeialism.

All attempts from within or from without to hinder the
vietorious marech of socialism have been frustrated by the
power of the proletariat liberated by the revolution -and
supported by the broad masses of the toilers. In stubborn
struggle against all deviations from the Bolshevik general
line, against Right and “Left” opportunism and conciliation

with them, and against the Right danger as the chief danger.

at the present stage, the Leninist C. Q. C.P.S.U., headed by the
best disciple and fellow fighter of Lenin, Comrade Stalin, is
successfully achieving the great cause of bulldmg up socialism.

The Second Five-Year-Plan raises new and still more
enormous tasks before the. Bolshevik Party and the working
class of the U.S.S.R.: i. e., to complete the socialist reconstruc-
tion of the whole of natlonal economy, to build up a classless,
socialist society, completely to eradicate the causes which give
rise to the exploitation of man by man, and raise the material
well-being of the toilers to a hlgher level. The victorious
realisation of the TFirst Five-Year-Plan imbues the interna-
tional proletariat with the unshakable conviction that the new
and enormous tasks of the Second Five-Year-Plan will likewise
be successfully fulfilled.

In the midst of the ever growing World crisis of eapitalist
economy, in face of the direct danger of ‘a new imperialist
world slaughter, vast and increasing numbers of the exploited
and the oppressed in eapitalist and colonial countries who are
doomed to still greater impoverishment by the growing capi-
talist offensive and who are oppressed by bloody fasecist terror,
are beginning to realise that the only path which can
lead to liberation from the yoke of capital is the path whieh
was taken by the Soviet workers and peasants, the path of

‘mereciless class struggle, the path of proletarian revolution,

the establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat and
the establishment of a Soviet state.

Victorious socialist eonstruction in the Soviet Union is
more and more becoming a mighty force assisting the revolu-
tlonary upsurge and accelerating the maturing of a revolution-
ary crisis in capitalist and colonial countries. The imperialist
bandits are seeking a way out of the crisis by war and above
all by military intervention against the U.S.S.R. the father-
land of the toilers of the whole world. International social
democracy, which pours forth streams of lies and slander-about
socialist construction in the U.S.S.R., fully supports the inter-
ventionist policy of the imperialist plunderers, sometimes

Adopted on the Report of Com. Manuilsky by the XII. Plenum of the E.C.C.L

masking this by lying phrases about defending the U.S.S.R.

The enormous victories of the workers and collective
farmers of the Soviet Union are the best support for the
fighting masses in capitalist and colonial countries. The duty
of defending the Soviet Union to theé last drop of blood against
all bandit attacks is dictated to the Communist Parties, to
the whole of the international proletariat and to the. broad
masses of toiling peasants not only by the interests of achiev-
ing the vietory of socialism throughout the world, but by the
most . urgent everyday interests of the toilers.

Under the leadershlp of the Communist Inbernatlonal
relying on the experience and the lessons of the wvictorious
October Revolution, on the lessons of the heroie civil war and
socialist construetion, with. the spirit ¢f Leninism and steeled
with the experience of their own revolutionary class struggle,
the Communist Parties in imperialist, eolonial and. semi-
colonial countries are rallying their ranks for a deecisive
struggle against the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie and for
the dictatorship of the proletarlat .

Decision of the XII. Plenum of the E.C. C L
on the Financial Report.
Having examined the financial report for 1931, presented
by the Polit-Secretariat of the E.C.C.I, the XII, Plenum of
the E.C.C.I. resolves:

a) To confirm the entire report;
b) To publish a summary of the financial report for 1931

Financial Summa.ry for 1931

INCOME. : L
Carried forward from 1930 . . .. . ... $ 61,089.30
Membership dues (payments from 41 | -

Parties. on 8,760, 788 members) ... . 1,128,236.40
(Y.C.I. and 17 Parties were exempt -
from payment, and the financial
»report for 1931 for the other Parties
has not been received.) g
Collections and donations . . . . . 46,371.80
Receipts from publications, . telegraph
agencies and ’bulletms, newspaper in-
formation . . . - +59,618.30
TOTAL $1,295,315.80
EXPENDITURE.
Administrative = expenses (personnel,
business expenses, ete.) . . . . oW $0372,347.30
Postage and telegraph . . 38,387.756
Sybsidies to Party newspapem pubhsh-
ing houses and cultural-educational work 756,900.00
Travelling expenses . . - 52,732.00
Carried forward to 1932 Cop s 74,948.75
TOTAL $1,295,315.80

The Results of the XII. Plenum of the E.C.C.L.

Leading Article of the “Pravda” of October 11,

The resolutions adopted by the XIL Plenum of, the
EOOI are of tremendous importance for the whole of the
international revolutionary movement.

Between the XI, and XII. Plenums of the ECOI there
elapsed a period of 16 months. In thig period the world
economic erigsis has become constantly deeper and more acute
in all capitalist countries. All the measures of the capitalist
governments aiming at alleviating the erisis have led and are
leading only to a further deepening of the erisis.

The rule of monopoly capital renders it difficult, under
the conditions of the general crisis of capitalism, to overcome
the economic erisis through free competition, the way adopted
by capitalism hitherto. The long drawn out econemic ecrisis
leads to a further growth of the revolutionary wupsurge, to
a further aggravation of all the contradictions of the im-
perialist system. The correctness of the Bolshevist estimate
of the third period of the post-war crisis of capitalism as a
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period of shakiness and of the end of relative stabilisation
of capitalism, as a period of tremendous collisions between
the classes and the States is already now confirmed with
extraordinary clearness.

The. growth of the revolutionary upsurge of the masses
compels the imperialists to hasten in their search for new
sales markets, sources of raw material and spheres of capital
investment, The intensification of the antagonisms between
the imperialist States, above all the antagonisms between
Great Britain and the United States, but to a no less extent
also the antagonismg between the United States and Japan,
between France and Italy, Germany and France, Germany and
Poland, are leading .to a mew imperialist world war, the main
seat of which has now become the Far East,

The vietory of the Soviet revolution in a considerable
part 'of China, the phenomenal growth and strengthening of
the Chinese Red Army, the revolts of the oppressed peoples
against the imperialists in the most backward regions of the
colonial world, the revolution in Spain, the economic and
political strlkes which coincide with peasant revolts, the
growth of the influence and of the numerical strength of the
OOmmumst parties, indicate that the revolutlonarv movement
in the whole of the capitalist world is assuming increasingly
extensive and sharper forms, whilst certain countries (Poland,
Germany) are on the verge of ‘a revolutionary erisis.

. Against the growing. forces of the revolution the forces
of  counter-revolution are being  mobilised. Bourgeois
“democracy” is more and more giving place to open faseist
dictatorship. The present government in Germany is one of
the formg of the fascist dlctatorshlp Nevertheless the setting
up of tHe fascist dictatorship betokens not a strengthening
but a weakening of the bourgeoisie of Germany.

« - The fundamental process which is now taking place in
the whole of the capitalist countries is the growth of the
forces of the revolution. Under the influence of the revolu-
tionary upsurge there is already to be observed a process of
decay of fascism even in -countries in which the fascist
dictatorship was set up before the commencement of the
present economic crisig (Poland, Italy, Yugoslavia), .

On the basis of all these facts, the XII. Plenum of -the
E.C.C.I. stated that the position of world imperialism as a
whole and the situation in a number of big imperialist
countries is becoming more and more shaky and uncertain,
that the relative stabilisation of capitalism which took place
after the defeat of the working class in a number of European
countries in the first period of revolutions and wars, is at
an end, that tremendous collisions between the classes and
the States, wars and revolutions are approaching.

The fundamental feature in that estimate of the inter-
national situation given by the XII. Plenum of the E.C.C.L
consists in the establishment of the fact that the relative
stabilisation of capitalism is at an end, that there is taking
place at the present moment the tramsition to great and
violent collisions between the classes and the States,. the
transition to the second round of revolutions and wars.

The Communist International is exerting all its energies
to bind itself still more firmly to the masses, to place itself
at the head of the masses, to organise the fight of the masses
and to raise it to the level of the fight for power. Precisely
for this reason the Communist International now makes the
fight against the attack of capltal and of reaction, against
the approaching new imperialist war and against the danger
o}fl mlhtzl\{ry intervention threatening the Soviet Union its
chief tas!

The end of the capitalist stablhsatlon the rapid growth’

of the prerequisites for the revolutionary erisis in a number
of capitalist countries and the whole of the present new
international situation, indicate that the revolutionary ecrisis
is rapidly approachmg

The strategic main - task confronting the .whole of the
Communist International and each of its Sections 1in
particular is the winning of the majority of the working
class for the fight for the dictatorship of the proletariat. In
some countries (China, Spain, Germany, Poland etc.) this task
must be solved already within a short space of time. It must
be solved by strengthening the connections of the Communist
Parties ‘with the broadest masses of the working class, by
persistent work in the reformist trade unions and by organi-
sing the fight against the attacks of capital on the wages and
rights of the workers. The Communists are the only ones who
take on themselves to defend the everyday needs of the masses,

whereby they raise the political activity of the masses and
lead them to the fight for power. The XII. Plenum of the
E.C.C.L. recorded the inadequate development of the strike
struggle in Germany, and at the same time called attention
to the great importance of the successes of the proletariat in
Germany in the anti-fascist fight—which sometimes assumes

very sharp forms of street flghtmg—and to the importance of.

the successes of the C.P. of Germany in its fight against the
social democracy and for the majority of the working class.

The Plenum also recorded the great importance of the
work of the Communist Parties of Poland and of Czecho-
slovakia in mobilising the masses during the recent strikes
and peasant actions. It likewise recorded the great importance
of the successes achieved by the C.P. of Bulgaria, which. is
already leading the majority of the Worklng class and
considerable s«ectlons of the peasantry.

The winning of the majority of the working clasy for
the revolution can be achieved only in a decisive fight against
the social democracy, only by destroying the mass influence
of this party which is the main social buttress of the
bourgeoisie. The social democracy is resorting to new “Left”
manoeuvres, The “Left” manoeuvres of the social democracy
indicate that thé illusiong of the broad mniasses regarding

capitalism and the bourgeois State are already undermined. ,

In accordance- with the decisions of the XII. Plenum of the
E.C.CI and on the basis of the tactic of the united front,

the Communists will mobilise the masses, inerease their self-:

confidence and lead them to the fight for the dictatorship
of the proletamat Against the social democratic' provosals
of “nationalising” the factories and works by the bourgeois
State, the Communists advocate the confiscation of the means
of production by the proletaman State as being their real
nationalisation. i

The Communist International regards the preparation and
the development of political mass strikes as one of its funda-
mental and most important tasks. The Communist Inter-
national therefore sets the Communist Parties of Germany
and Poland the task of declaring a political general -strike
under the leadership of the Communists,

The XII. Plenum recorded a number of great weaknesses
in the work of the Communist Parties. The Communist Parties
have not yet fully utilised the whole favourable situation for
organising economic struggles, In' a whole number of - cases
they were not able to induce the masses to enter on a political
strike against the .attack of fasecism and ecapitalism. The
successes of the Communist Parties of the imperialist countries
were not able to put a stop to the transport of war material

‘to Japan. The successes of the Communist Parties of the

capitalist countries in the fight against the attack of eapital
and against the robbery of the working class, against fascism
and reaction, against imperialist war, arg not yet adequate
by -a long way

The XII. Plenum of the E.C.C.I pomted out that the
Communist International has grown very considerably and has
become consolidated. In all the largest capitalist countries
the Communist Parties have already finally become
Bolshev1st Parties. Therefore the fights which the Oommtern
is now approaching will be much more serious, and in a
number of countries will be decisive fights.

The Communist International has grown and become
strong in the fight for the Bolshevist line against Right and
“Left” opportumsm and against the conciliators, against
Trotzkylsm, against Zinoviev, Bukharin and their followers,

againgt Brandlerism, against Lovestoneism and against many,

other varieties of Right and “Left” opportunism.

© The XII Plenum of the E.C.C.I. has summoned the whole
of the Communist International to a further decisive fight
against the Right tendencies in some parties (Humbert-Droz),
ag well as against the ,Left” sectarian (United States) and
anarcho-syndicalist (Spain) tendencies, and also against the

attempts. to unite all the fragments of the various opposutlons ‘

under the “ideological” leadership of Trotzky (Poland).

~In. calling upon the working masses to undertake the
broadest propaganda of the big socialist achievements of the
Soviet Union and to support the Bolshevist policy of the
C.P.S.U. by all means, in calling upon them to learn from
the great experiences of the revolutionary fight of the
C.P.8S.U., the XII. Plenum of the E.C.C.I. expressed the firm
conviction that in the approaching big eclass battles the
Communists will be the actual leaders of the masses in the
fight for power, :
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