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Comrade Stalin on

the World Sltuatlon |

(From the Report Delivered at the
17th Party Congress of the C.P.S.U.)

1. The Protracted Crisis of World Capitalism and
the Foreign Political Situation of the U.S.S.R.

I think no period of the last decade was so rich in events as
the period since the Sixteenth Party Congress. In the economic
sphere these years have been years of continuous world economic
crisis. The crisis affected not only industry, but also agriculture
as a whole. In the sphere of politics these years saw a further
sharpening of relationships between the capitalist countries and
also within these countries: Japan's war against China and the
occupation of Manchuria, which sharpened the relationships in the
Far East: the victory of fascism in Germany and the triumph of
the idea of revenge, which sharpened the relationships in Europe;
Japan's and Germany's withdrawal from the League of Nations.
which gave a fresh impetus to increase of armaments and im-
perialist war preparations; the defeat of fascism in Spain, which
once again shows that the revolutionary crisis is ripening and
fascism is not by any means long-lived—these are the most
important facts of the period under report. It is not surprising
that bourgeois pacifism is breathing its last and disarmament
tendencies are being openly and directlv replaced by tendencies to
increasing armaments and re-arming.

Amidst these raging waves of economic upheavals and military
political catastrophes, the Soviet Union stands apart like a rock
continuing its work of socialist construction and struggle for the
preservation of peace. Whilst in the capitalist countries the
economic crisis still rages. the Soviet Union continues to advance
both in industry and in agriculture. Whilst in the capitalist
countries feverish preparations are being made for a new war for
the redivision of the world und spheres of influence, the Soviet

Union systematically and persistently continues its struggle
aga!nst the danger of war and for peace.

- The present economic crisis in the capitalist countries differs
from all stmilar crises, among other things, by reason of the fact
that it is long drawn out. Whilst former crises lasted one to two
vears, the present crisis 1s already in its fifth year. And year
after year it is devastating economy in the capitalist countries and
sucking the sap accumulated in previous years. It is not surprising
that this crisis is the most severe of all crises.

This is explained first of all by the fact that the industrial
crisis affected all capitalist countries without exception, rendering
it difficult for one country to manceuvre at the expense of others.
It is explained secondly by the fact that the industrial crisis is
interwoven with the agrarian crisis, embracing without exception
all the agrarian and semi-agrarian countries, md thereby could
not but complicate and deepen the industrial crisis. | Tt is explained
thirdly by the fact that during this period the agrarian crisis has
become more acute, seizing all branches of agriculture, incfuding
cattle-raising. leading to its degradation, culminating in the re-
placement of machines by hand labour, substitutidn of horses for
tractors, in the sharp decrease and sometimes caufplete abandon-

ment of the employment of artificial fertilisers, 'which in tarn
still further prolonged the industrial crisis. is explained
fourthly by the fact that the ls dominating

in industry stiive'to maintain the high prices of commodities, a
circumstance rendering the crisis particularly devastating and
preventing the eonsumption of reserves of commodities. PFinally,
and most important, it is explained by the fact that the {industrial
crisis occurred under the conditions of the general crisis of capi-
alism; when capitalism, both in the leading States and in -the
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colo and dependentcountries, no longer possesses that force and
stab which it possessed during the war and up to the October
revolubion; when the industry of the capitalist countries received
as.a heritage of the imperialist war, chronically under-utilised

enterprises and millions of unemployed from which it is no longer
able to free itself. '

The same circumstances also explain the fact that the crisis
was npt limited to the sphere of production and tsade, but also
embraced the credit system, currency, debt obligations, etc., and

destroyed the relationships, which had become traditional, between .

the various States and also between the social groups in the
individual countries. . .
"""The fall In prices played a great role here. ‘In spite of the

r ce of the monopolist cartels, the price drop increased with
elementary force, whereby the prices of commodities in the hands
of rganised producers (peasants, artisans, small capitalists)

sank first and the most, while the price drop proceeded only gradu-
ally in the case of the commodities owned by the organised capi-
talists and those united in cartels. The fall in prices rendered
the position of debtors (industrialists, handicraftsmen, peasants,
etc.) unbearable, while on the other hand, it placed the creditors
in an’ enormously advantageous position. Such a situation was
bound to lead, and did in fact lead, to a colossal bankruptcy of
firms ‘and individual capitalists. Owing to these reasons, during
the course of the last three years, tens of thousands of joint stock
companies in the United States, Germany, England and France
collapsed. i

Following the bankruptcy of joint stock companies there came
a'depreciation of the currency, which somewhat eased the position
of the debtors. The depreciation of the currency was followed by
the legalised refusal of States to pay foreign and also internal
debts. The collapse of such banks as the Darmstaedter and
Dresden banks in Germany, the Credit Anstalt in Austria;, of con-
cerns such as Kreuger in Sweden and Insull in America. are
well known. Such happenings, which shook the foundations of the
credit system, were naturally followed by cessation of payment of
credit obligations and foreign lcans, curtailment of payment of
inter-allied debts, cessation of export of capital, further decrease
in foreign trade, intensification of the fight for foreign markets,
trade war between the various countries, and dumping. Yes,
comrades, dumping.. I do not speak of so-called Soviet dumping,
sbout which some honourable members of Parliament in Burope
»and America recently shouted theaelves hoarse.’

I mean actual dumping, carried on at present by nearly all
“civilised " States, about which these brave-and esteemed mem-
bers of Parliament wisely keep Silent. It is also understandable
that this destructive factor, which goes hand in hand with the
industrial crisis and operated beyond the sphere of production,
could pot in its turn but influence the course of the industrial
crisis in the sense of rendeéring it more deep and complicated. Such
is; the general picture of the movement of the industrial erisis.

Here are some figures from official sources which illustrate the
curve of the industrial crisis in the period under report.

The Volume of Industrial Production Compared with 1929

If we take one hundred to represent the industrial production
in the year 1929 we get the following picture : —

(Level of production
. at end of 1933)
Soviet Union, 201.6
USA. 649
Great Britain 86.1
Germany 66.8
France 77.4

While industry in the chief capitalist countries showed an
average decrease in output at the end of 1933 of 25 pér cent. com-
pared with the 1929 level, industry in the Soviet Union increased
in the same period more than 100 per cent. (Applausd.)

The volume of industrial production in the last few years in

comparison with the pre-war” production (taking 100 to represent

1913) was as follows:— 1929 1832 1933
Soviet Union 1843 359.0 3919
United States of America 170.2 914 110.2
England 90.1 825 | 85.2
Germany 113.0 67.6 76.0
France 139.0 96.1 107.6

The industrial output of Great Britain and Germany has not
yet reached the pre-war level, while that of the United States and
France .exceed it by a few per cent. The Soviet Union, on the

other hfnd, has in the same period incréased its Industris! output
in comparison with the pre-war level by over 2900 per cent.
(Applauge.) ‘One can draw a further conclusion from this table. . .
The mohthly figures of 1932 and 1933 show that the industry of
these countries, in spite of fluctuations in their production in the
course of the year 1933, showed no tendency to fall back to the
level of Breatest decline which they reached in 1932.

What /does this mean? It means that the industry of the lead-
Ing caipitalist countries has apparently already passed the lowest
point and did not return to it in the course of 1933. Many are
inclined to attribute this phenomenon to the influence of exclu-
sively artificial factors, such as war and inflation boom. There
is no ddubt that war and inflation boom play a not unimportant
role here. This applies especially to Japan, where this artificial
factor is the main and decisive cause of a certain revival of some
branches of industry, chiefly the war industries. I. would, how-
ever, be a great mistake to seek to explain everything as being due
to war and inflation boom. Such an explanation would be false
because the changes in industry described by me are to be observed
not._in si\ngle. chance regions, but in almost all capitalist countries,
including also countries with a fixed currency. Obviously, in addi-
tion to war and inflation boom, the inner economic forces of capi-
talism are making themselves felt here.

Capitalism has succeeded to same extent in improving the
position of industry at the cost of the workers: through increased
exploitation, by means of increasing the intensity of work; at the

cost of the farmers by means of the policy of paying the lowest

prices for the products of their toil—focd and partly also of raw
materials; at the cost of the peasants of the colonial and ece-
nomically weak countries, by still further forcing down the price
of the products of their labour, before all of raw material and also
of food products.

Does this mean that we are confronted with a transition from
the crisis to the usual depression, bringing in its train a new
advance and industrial prosperity? Not by any means. At all
events there is nothing which would indicate either directly or
indirectly the commencement of an industrial revival in the capi-
talist countries. Not only that. Taking all in all, there cannot be
any such indication, at least in the near future, and this is not
because all those unfavourable circumstances which do not permit
of any serious revival of industry in the capitalist countries still
remain fn effect. It is'a question of an enduring, general crisis of
capitalism, within which the economic crisls is taking place; of
chronic non-utilisation of the factories and plants, of wholesale
unemployment, of the intertwining of the industrial with the
agrarian crisis, and the absence of any tendency towards a serious
renewal of foundation capital, which usually announces the
approach of an economic revival. Obviously, it is a question of
& transition from the extremely lowest level of industry, from
the extremely lowest point of the industrial crisis, to depression,
nevertheless to a depression of a peculiar kind, leading not to a
fresh advance and blossoming of industry, but also not again
falling back to the lowest point.

A result of the long-drawn-out economic crisis was the un-
precedented sharpening of the political situation of the capitalist
countries, both within these countries as well as between them.

The strengthening of the struggle for foreign markets, the
abolition of the last remnants of free trade, prohibitive tariffs.
trade war, currency war, dumping and many other analogous
measures demonstrating the extreme nationalism in economic poli-
cies sharpened to extreme relations between countries, created the

basis for military clashes and put war on the agenda as a means__

for a new redivision of the world and creation of spheres of in-
fluence in favour of stronger powers.

The war of Japan on China, the occupation of Manchuria.
Japan's exit from the League of Nations and advance towards
Northern China, sharpened the situation still more. The -accen-
tuation of the struggle for the Pacific and the growth of military
and naval armaments in Japan, United States, England and
France, represent the result of this sharpening. .

Germany’s exit from the League and the spectre of revenge
gave a new impetus to the sharpening situation and the growth of
armaments in Europe. '

4 Noswonder bourgeois pacifism maintains a pitiable existence.
and the babble of disarmament is replaced by “business" talks
regarding increased armaments.

Again, as in 1914, the parties of militant imperialism, parties
of war and revenge, come to the forefroni. Things are obviously
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moving towards a new war Owing to the action of these self-same
factors the internal situat.on in the capitalist countries sharpens
to a greater extent. ) :

Tne four years of industrial crisis exhausied the working
class and plunged them into despair. Four years of industrial
crisis, not only in the chief capitalist countries, but also, and
especially, in the dependent and colonial countries, worked in the
same direction. It 1s a fact that, notwithstanding all kinds of
statistical manipulations. which aim at making out that unem-
ployment has declined, the number of unemployed, according to
the official figures of bourgeois institutions, amounts to three
million in England, five millicn in Germany, and ten million in the
U.S.A., not to speak of other countries in Europe. If we add to
these the workers on short time, whose number exceeds ten mil-
lion, and also the masses of peasants, numbering millions, who
have been ruined, we get an approximate picture of the suffer-
ing and despair of the toiling masses.

The masses of the people have not arrived at the point of
storming capitalism, but that the idea of storming ripens in the
consciousness of the masses, there can hardly be any doubt.

Eloquent proof of that is furnished by such facts as the
Spanish revolution, the growth of the Soviet districts in China
which the united counter-revolution of the Chinese and foreign
bourgeoisie is unable to stop.

It is this which explains the fact that the ruling classes of the
capitalist countrics eagerly destrov or annul the last remnants of
parliamentarism and bourgeois democracy, which might be utilised
by the working class in the struggle against their oppressors, drive
the Communist Parties underground, and pass to open terrorist
methods in order to maintain their dictatorship.

Chauvinism and war preparations as the main elements of
foreign policy, repression of the wcrking class and terror in the
sphere of internal policy as the indispensable mecans of strengthen-
ing the rear of future military fronts—that is what is particularly
engaging the attention of imperialist politicians at the present
time.

No wonder fascism has now become the most fashionable
commodity among the military bourgeois politicians. I speak not
only of fascism in general, but first of all of fascism of the German
type, which incorrectly calls itself national socialism. With the
most minute investigation it is impossible to discover in 1t even
an atom of socialism.

In this connection the victory of fascism in Germany should
be considered not only as an indication of the weakness of the
working class, and a result of the betrayal of the working class by
social democracy, which cleared the path for fascism, it must also
be considered as an indication of the weakness of the bourgeoisie,
as an indication that the bourgeoisie is no more able to rule by old
methods of parliamentarism and bourgeois democracy, and is
therefore compelled to resort, in internal policies, to terrorist
methods of ruling. It is no more able to find a way out from the
present situation on the basis of peaceful foreign policy, owing to
which it is compelled to resort to a policy of war.

Of course, there is no ground to suppose that war could bring
the actual way out. On the contrary it must complicate the situa-
tion still more.

Moreover, it will certainly unleash revolution and will chal-
lenge the very existence of capitalism in a number of countries, as
took place in the course of the first imperialist war.

And if, notwithstanding the experience of the first imperialist
war, bourgeois politicians nevertheless seize at war as a drowning
man seizes at a straw, that means they have beccme definitely
tangled, and have reached a blind alley, and are ready to plunge
headlong into the abyss.

It is therefore not amiss to examine in brief those plans of
organisation of war which at present are nurtured in the circles
of bourgeois politicians.

Some think war should be organised against one of the great
powers to whom they think of administering an annihilating
defeat, improving their own business at its expense. Suppose they
organise such a war. What may come out of it?

It is well known that during the first imperialist war they also
wanted to annihilate one of the great powers—Germany-and
profit at its expense. But what came out of this? They did not
annih:l2te Germanv, but sowed in Germany such seeds of hatred
towards the conquercrs and created such fertile soil for revenge
that to date they still cannot and, we might say, will not be able
80 soon to get rid of the hideous mess which they thems:lves had

created. But it did result in the smashing of capitalism in Russia.
the victory of the proletarian revolution in Russia. -Where is the
guarantee that the second imperialist war will give them “ better ™
results than the first? Would it not be more correct to suppose
the opposite? ’

Others think that war should be organised against one of the
countries mijlitarily weak, but large as a market; for instance.
agalnst China. They apparently want to divide her finally and
improve their business at her expense. Suppose they organise such
a war, wha! may be the result of this? It is known that in the
beginning of the 19th century, Italy and Germany were regarded
in the sume way as Cha is regarded at present, that is, they
were considered as “unarganised territories,” and not as States
and they were cnslaved. What was the result of this? The result
was, as is known, the war of Germany and Italy for independence,
uniting these countries into ind-pendent States. The result was
the strengthening of hate towards their oppressors in the hearts
of the peoples of these countries, the results of which have not
been eliminaied to date, and we might say, will not be eliminated.
The question arises: Where i{s the guarantee that the same will
not happen as a result of the imperialist war against China?

The third group thinks that war should be organised by a
“ higher race,” say the German “race,” against the “lower race,”
in the first place against the Slavs, and tfiat only such war might
furnish the outlet from the situation because the * higher race * s
destined to ennoble the “lower " and rule it.

Suppose that this strange theory. which is as far from science
as heaven is from the earth, was realiséd in practice. What might
be the result of this? As is known, ancient Rome looked upon the
ancestors of the contemporary Germans and French in the same
way as to-dayv the representatives of the ‘ higher race" look upon
the Slav tribes. As is known, ancient Rome treated them as a
“lower race,” as “ barbarians,” destined to be in eternal subjection
to the “ higher race,” to “ great Rome.” Ancient Rome-—b¢ it satd
among ourselves—had some ground for this, which cannot be said
of the representatives of the contemporary *“higher race"
(Thunderous applause.) But what was the result of this? The
result was that all non-Romans, ie.. all “barbarians” united
against the common enemy and overthrew Rome with a crash
The question arises: Where is the guarantee that the pretensions
of the representatives of the contemporary ‘* higher race " will not
lead to the same deplorable result? Where is the guarantee that
the fascist politicians in Berlin will have better luck than the old
experienced conquerors in Rome? Is it nol more correct to assume
the contrary?

Finally, the fourth group thinks that war should be organised
against the USSR. They think they will smash the USBR.
divide its territory and profit at its expense. It would be a mistake
to suppose that only certain military circles in Japan think thus.
We know simular plans are nurtured in the circles of political -
leaders of some European powers. Suppose these gentlemen passed
from words to deeds. What might be the resuit? .

It is hardly possible to doubt that this war will be a war most
dangerous for the bourgeoisie. It will be the most dangerous not
only because the peoples of the US.8.R. will fight to, the finish for
the victory of revolution. It will be most dangerous for the bour-
geoisie also because this war will take place not only at the fronts,
but also in the rear of the enemy. )

The bourgeoisie must not doubt that the numerous friends of
the working class of the U.S.SR. in Europe and Asia will strive
to hit at the rear of their oppressors who may undertake such a
criminal war against the fatherland of the working class of all
countries. And let not the bourgeois gentlemen blame us if on the
morrow of such a war they miss some of their own governments
which at present happily rule “ by the grace of God.” (Thunderous
applause.)

There has already been one such war, fifteen years ago you will
remember, against the U.S.S.R. As is known, the Right Honour-
able Winston Churchill clothed this war in the poetic formula :
“an invasion by fourteen States.” You will, of course, remember
that this war consoldated all the toilers of our country tn a
united phalanx of self-sacrificing fighters, defending with thetr
lLves their workers’ and peacants’ fatherland sgainst the foreign
enemies. You know how this war ended. It ended with the driving
of the interventionist troops out of our country and wi‘h the
formation of revolutionary Councils of Action in Europe. It is
hardly to be doubted that a second war against the US.S8.R. will
bnng complete defeat of the aggressors, revolutions in a number
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of count:les in Europe and Asia, and the smashing of the bourgeois
1andlord governments of these countries.

Such are the war plans of the crazy bourgeois politlcians As
you see, they are not distinguished by wit or valour. (Applause.)
* ‘But if'the bourgeoisie selects the path of war, the working
‘class of the tapitalist eountries, brought to desperation by four
-years' crisis and unemployment, will enter the road of revolution.
This meaﬁs the revolutionary crisis ripens and will ripen. And
the revolutionary crisis will ripen the faster the more the bour-
geoisie becomes embroiled in its war combinations, the more
. frequently it resorts to terrorist methods of struggle against the

' working class and toiling peasants.”

T L

' ;
all, the growth and strength of the power of the U.S.S.R. And then
some changes in the policies of Germany, reflecting the growth of
revenge and imperialist sentiment in Germany.

Some German politicians say in this connection that the Soviet
Union at present orientates itself towards France.and Poland, that
from an opponent of the Versailles Treaty it has become an ad-
herent; that this change is eyplained by the establishment of the
fascist regime in Germany.

Tms is not correct. Of course, we are far from being dehghted
with tpe fascist regime in Germany. But it is nct the point. We

. have never had an orientation towards Germany, just as we have

Some comrades think, since there is a revolutionary crisis, the -

bourgeoisie must get into a hopeless situation, that jts end accord-
/ingly is*already predetermined, that victory of the Revolution is
/thus already ‘assured, and that all that is left for them is only| to
'wait for the downfall of the bourgecisie and write victorigus
resolutions.

This is a profound error. The victory of the Revolution neyer
comes by itself. It must be prepared and attained. And only a
strong proletarian Revolutionary Party can prepare and attain it.

There are moments when the situation is revolutianary, when
the powex‘ of the bourgeoisie totters to its very foundation, but the
* victory of the Revolution still does npt come because there is no
Revolutionary Party of the proletariat sufficiently strong and
. authoritative to lead the masses and take power into itsjown hands.
could not
occur.

Staiin then recalled the words of Lenin at the Second Congress
of the Communist ‘International on the question of the revolution-
ary crisis as the basis for revolutionary action, according to which
it was impossible to assume that a situation could arise in which
the bourgeoisie would have * absolutely " no way out of its problems,
and that the problem of whether the bourgeoisie would be able to
find a solution for its problems would depend on the. aetivity of the
revolutlbnary parties of the proletariat, on their degree of class-
consciousness, on their degree of effeclive organisation, on the
effectiveness of their connections with the exploited masses, and on
their determination and capacity to utilise the crisis of capitalist
society for the purpose of achieving a victorious proletarian
revolution.

In the cu‘cumstances.of this pre-war witches’ dance, which has
seized a number. of countries, the Soviet Union continued during
these years, firm and unshaken, its peace policy, fighting the war
menace, fighting-for the preservation of peace, meeting half-way
those countries which in one way or another are for the preserya-
tion ,of peace, exposing and unmasking those who prepare. who
provoke war. :

What did the Soviet Union g¢ount on in this difficult and com-
plicated- fight for peace?

(1) Its growing economic and political might.

(2) On the moral support of the vast masses of the working-
class of all countries, which are deepl\ concerned with the preser-
vation of peace.

(3) On the sanity of Lhose counmes which are not interested,
for one reason or another, in violating peace and which are desirqus
of developing trade relations with such punctual clients as the
USSR.

(4) On our glongus Red Army read', to defend the country
from foreign attacks.

. On this basis came .about our successful campaign for the non-
aggression pacts, and the pacts defining the aggressor with mr
neighbouring countries. =
7 Stalin dealt with'a number of facts reflecting the successes of
the peace policy of the Soviet Union, emphasising two of the most
Aimportant, firstly, the recent improvements in the relaticns between
the Soviet Union and Poland: and secondly. between the Soviet
Union and France, which took place recently,

This does not mean. course, that the process of rapproche-
s sufficiently firm and assuring final
success.. The surprising zig-zags in the policy., for instance, of
Poland, where anti-Soviet sentiment is still strong, cannot be
excluded. But the change towards the improvement in our rela-
tions, irrespective of the results in future, is a fact deserving-of note
and should be put to the fore as a factor for improving the cause
of peace.

What has caused this change? What is its stimulus?

~

A

First of

. USSR. and only on the US.SR.

¢

no orientation towards Poland and France.
ourselves in the past and are orientating

We have orientated
ourselves at present on the
(Thunderous applause.)

And if the interests of the U.S.S.R. demand .rapprochement
with some countries or others which are not interested in violating
peace, we do not hesitate in agreeing to that. .

The fact of the matter is that even before the advent to power
of the present German politicians, and particularly after their
advent, & struggle began in Germany between two political lines:
between the old policy which was reﬂected in the treaties between
US.S.R.and Germany, and the “ new " policy which fundamentally
resembles thc policy of the former German Kaiser, who at one time
had occumed the Ukraine and undertook an. offensive against
Leningrad, turning the Baltic' countries into a base for such an
offensive, Moreover, the “new " policy quite obviously has the
upper hand over the old policy.

IL should not be considered an accident that the men of the

‘new ! policy are getting the upper hand in everything, while the
adhcrent,s of the old policy are in disfavour. Neither are the less-
known declarations of Rosenberg, who directs the t‘orexgn policies
of the ruling party in Germany, accidental.

That, comrades, is the fact of the matter. I also have in mind
the resumption of the normal relations between the U.S.SR. and
the US.A. There can be no doubt that this act is of the most
serious significance in the whole system of international relations.

It is not only that it increases the chances of the cause of pre-
serving peace. It improves the relations between both countries, it -
strengthens trade relations between them and creates the basis for
mutual co-operation.

It/marks a turn from the past, when the U.S.A. was considered
in various countries as the bulwark for all kinds of anti-Soviet
tendencigs, and the present, when this bulwark is voluntarily re-
moved from the path, to the mutual prom of both countries.

Suchv are the two main facts reflecting the successes of the
Soviet pence policy.

However, it would be incorrect to think that during the period
under report everything went smoothly with us.

~We may recall the pressure on the part of Britain, the embargo
against our expofts, the attempt to interfere in our internal affairs,
to try us'out on this and to test the for¢e of our resistance.

To be sure nothing came of this attempt, and the embargo was
afterwards lifted, but an unpleasant residue of these attacks still
makes! itself felt in everything that concerns the relations between
Britain and the Soviet Union, also in the nezotiations for a trade
treaty.

= And these attacks against the U.S.S.R. cannot be considered
as accidental. It is known that a certain part of the British Cons
servatives cannot live without such attacks. Just because they are
not accidental the attacks on the Soviet Union in the future will
create menaces of every kind and harm it.

We also cannot help but have in view the relaticns between the
U.S.SR. and Japan. which are in need of serious improvement.
The refudal of Japan to sign a non-aggression pact, of which Japan

is rio less in need than the U.S.SR.. once more emphasises that in

the sphere of our relations all is not well.

The same must be said regarding the break of negotiations
concerning the Chinese Eastern Railway. which came about not
through the fault of the Soviet Union. and also regarding the fact
that Japanese agents perpetrate imperntissible acts on this railway,
lawlessly arrest Soviet officials, etc.

This is not to mention the fact that one section of mihtan
circles in Japan openly propagate in the press the necessity of war
against the USSR, and the seizure,fof the Maritime Province
with the apparent approval of the otherisections of military circles,
while the' Government of Japan, instead of calling incendiaries to
order, pretends that this does not concei"n it,
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It is not difficult to understand that such circumstances cannot
but create an atmosphere of disquietude and uncerwainty. Of
course, we shall continue resolutely to carry on our peace policy
and strive to improve relations with Japan.

But not everytiung is dependent on us. Thereiore, we must
at the same time adopt all measures to protect our country agaiist
surprises, and be prepared to defend it against attacks. (Thun-
derous applause.)

Our foreign policy is clear. It 1s a pelicy of preservation of
peace and strengthening of trade relations with all countries. The
US.SR. has no thought of attacking anybody. wnoever it may be.
We are for peace and maintaining the cause o: peace. But we are
not afraid of threats, and we are prepared to answer the war-
makers blow .for blow. (Thunderous applause.;

Whoever desires peace and strives for business relat:ons with us
will always meet support from us. But those who attempt to
attack our country will receive so crushing a resistance that i the
future they will not take it into their heads to shove their hogs’
snouts into our Soviet garden. (Thunderous applause.

That is our foreign policy.

Our task consists in putting this policy into practice with all
possible persistence and determination.

2. Continuous Advance in Naticnal Economy

and the Inner-Political Situation of the U.S.5.R.

From the standpoint of the inner-political situation of the
Soviet Union the period under review shows ail sncreasingly
accelerated advance both on the econonuc field and on the cu:-
tural field. This advance was not merely a simple increase in
quantity. This advance was noteworthy because it brought about
fundamental changes in the structure of the Sowviet Urnion and
changed the features of the country basically.

In this period the Soviet Union changed fundamentally. It
got rid of the old shell of medieval backwardness Fron: an
agrarian country 1t developed into an industrial country. From
a country of smali-scale 1ndividual peasant production 1l changea
mnto a country of large-scale mechanised collective agricultural
production. From an uneducated, illiterate and uncivilised
country it changed into an educated and civilised country covered
with a tremendous netwerk of elementary, higher schools and
colleges, teaching in all the languages of the Soviet Uiiun. New
branches of production were created: tool-making. the motor-car
industry, the chemical industry, motor building, seroplane build-
ing, complicated medern agricultural machuinery. hugli-pow er (Urbiric
production. the building of generators, the production of modarii
high-quality steel, iron alloys, synthetic rubber, nitrogen, artificial
silk, etc. (Protracted applause.)

Thousands of new and thoroughly modern industrial factories
were erected and set to work. Such industrial giants were built
and set going as the Dnieper power station, the tremendous found-
ries in Magnitogorsk and Kusnetzk, the big tractor factories in
Cheliabinsk, the tremendous works in Bobriki, Kramatorgsk, etc.
Further, thousands of older factories were reorganised on the
basis of modern industrial technique. Many factorics were built
or renewed and modernised in the frontier districts and in the
territory of the national republics: in White Russia, in Ukrainia.
in Northern Caucasia, in Central Asia, in Kasakstan, in the
Buryat-Mongolian Republic, in the Tartar Republic, in the Bash-
kirian Republic, in the Urals, in East and West Siberia, and in
the Far East. New factories were erected here and new centres
of industry created. Over 200,000 collective farms and 5,000 Soviet
farms were created with new district centres and new industrial
towns. Big new industrial towns with large populations were
created in districts which were previonsly almost uninhabited  In ad-
dition. all towns and industrial centres were extended tremendously.
The basis of the industrial combination in Ural-Kusnetzk and
for the unification of the coal of the Kusnetzk basin with the
iron ores of the Urals was laid. The basis of the new foundry
industry of the East can therefore be regarded as the realisation
of a dream. The basis for new and extensive production of oils
has been laid in the districts on the west and south slopes of the
Urals. in the Ural district itself, in the Bashkirian Republic and
in Kasakstan. Obviously the tremendous State investments in all
branches of our economic system which were made in the period
under review and totalled over 60 milliard roubles were not use-
less and they are already beginning to show a return.

As a result of these achievements the national income of the
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Soviet Union rose from 29 milliard roubles in 1929 to 80 milliard
roubles in 1933, whilst at the same time the national income of
all capitalist countries without exception fell rapidly and tre-
mendously. It is clear that these achievements and this great
advance must result in a further consoliddtion of the inner-poli-
tical situation of the Soviet Union, and in fact this has already
been the result. - ‘ )

How could these tremendous changes and this tremendous
advance take place within the short space of from three to four
years on the vast territory of a State like ours with its backward
industrial technique and with its backeward cultural stage? Has
a miracle happened? It would have been a sheer miracle had
the same thing occurred on the basis of ¢apitalism and small-
scale individual peasant production. However, the happening’
ceases to be a miracle when we consider that it was achieved on_
the basis of the development of socialist constructive work. It
1s clear that such an advance could take place only on the basis
of the successful building up of socialism, on the basis of socialised
labour of millions of people and on the basis of the advantages of '
the socialist economic system as opposed to the capitalist and
small-scale individual peasant agricultural system. It is therefore.
not at all surprising that the colossal advance on the economic
and cultural fleld which has taken place in the Soviet Union in
the period under review should at the same time have meant the
liquidation of the capitalist elements and the rapid disappearance
of the small-scale individual peasant formsof agriculture.

When the New Economic Policy was introduced, Lenin said
that in our country were the elements of five social economic sys-
tems: (1) patriarchal economy; (2) small-scale commodity pro-
duction; (3) private capitalism; (4) State capitalism; (59 Social-
ism. '

Lenin considered that of all these systems, Socialism would
gain the upper hand in the long run. We might now say that
the first, third aid fourth of these social economic systems no
longer exist. The second has been pushed into a secondary posi-

.tion: and the fifth, the Socialist system, was the ruling and the

ene and only dominating force in outr national economy.
longed applause.) A

In this result lies the basis of the consolidation of the inner-
political situation of the SBoviet Union, the basis of the strength
of its front towards the outside world under the circumstances of'
capitalist encirclement. : y

Of all branches of our econcmic system, the industrial fleld
offers us the picture of most speedy growth. Compared with
1830 our industry has more than doubled its production, and com-
pared with 1913 it has almost quadrupled its production. If we
take the volume of industrial production in 1913 as 42.1 per cent.
as compared with the total production, then the figure for the
share of industrial production in 19383 is 70.4 per cent. In other
words. our country has definitely and irrevocably become an
industrial country.

Of decisive significance in the process of industrialisation was
the growth of production of ‘the means of production. The pro-
proportion of this item in the general advance of industry in-
creased during the period under report from 48.5 per cent. to
68 per cent. ’

The proportion of machine production in the general total of
heavy industry already exceceded 26 per cent. This means that
Soviet industry is dewveloping on a sound basis.

The proportion of socialised industry in total production
grew from 99.40 per cent. in 1929 to 99.93 per cent. in 1983, while
the proportion of private industry :correspondingly fell from 0.6
per cent. to 0.07 per cent. -

This shows that we have already finished with capitalist .
elements in industry, and the socialist system of economy is at
present the only and monopolist system in our country.

But by far the most important of all the achievements gained
during the period under report is the fact that we succeeded dur-
ing this time in training and educating thousands of new people
and new leaders of industry

Eight hundred thousand more or less qualified skilled workers
had graduated from factory schools into production, and more'
than 580.000 engineers and technicians had graduated from higher
technical and general educatiopal institutions and technical -
schools. While it is true that the problem of forces was the most -
serious of those involved in our development, still it must be
recognised; that industry is beginning to master this problem.
It would, however, be wrong to think that our industry had had

(Pro-
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only. successes. - It had also had its shortcomings. Stalin enumer-
ated the most important of these and dwelt in detail on the
immediate tasks of industry’| Among these he emphasised the
necessity to' end the lag in production of metals; the increase of
the production of coal in the/new mining areas, and particularly
in the Far East'and in Siberia; the development of the Kusnetzk dis-
_trict into a second Donetz Basin; the serious commencement of
the work for the organisation of a new petrol basis in the Urals;
the development of the mass production of articles of consump-
tion by.all branches of the manufacturing' industries, including
the food -and wood-working industries; to improve the quality of
goods, to attain a systemguc growth in the productivity of labgur,
 the lowering of costs, and the introduction of business accounting
* methods. ' .

" He also mentioned the necessity to make an end of “deper-
sonalisation” in work, and the tendency to equalisation in the
wages s}st,ex'n; ttlo put an end to bureaucratic office methods, apd

- to cl#cck up the carrying out of decisions and instructions of Qhe
directing céntres by the lower organisations. |

" Tue work of the agricultural industry has been grow-
ing iduring the period under review more slowly than [in-
dusqy, ﬂn 'still faster than industry during the period when
individual farming was the predominant system. The necessity to
overcume the difficulties created, for instance, by the decline in
catule stocks, and by the necessity for reconstructing and placing

. the collective farming system on a proper basis, required time
and large expense. The period under report was in regard to
agriculture not so. much one of rapid growth as of the creation
of the prerequisites for growth and for rapid progress in the near
future. .

The information concerning the increase of the tilled area in
the penbd under review reflects the two main lines of agriculture:
first of all the line of increasing as far as possible the area under
tillage in the most pressing period of the reorganisation of agricul-
ture wnen collective farms were being founded by the tens of thou-
sands, wihen they were driving the nvh peasants from the land and
taking it over for the benefit of the community, and secondly the

. line of intensifying and improving the yield of the crops rather than
securing a'further extension of the tilled area, the attempts to
secure 'improved methods of tillage, the introduction of correct
alternation of the crops and fallow lands, the increase of the yield
per unit, and, where necessary, the temporary limitation of the

. tilledarea to this end. ? .

The reorganisational period in agriculture neared its end in
1632, and the question of raising the yield became fundamentai.

Stalin read a table showing the development of gross ptoduc-‘

tion of grain and industrial crops and drew the following conclu-
sions: The years of reorganisation (1931-32) showed the largest
decrease in the production of grain crops. Flax and cotton sufiered

" nardly at all and advanced more or less evenly, maintaining a high
level of development. ; :

The year 1933, the first after the end of the reorganisation
period, marked a turning point in the development of grain and
industrial crops. This indicate$ that from now onwards grain
crops in the first instance, and industrial cropssin the second, will
.make a tremendous advance on a firm basis.

The most difficult process was that of reorganisation in the
stock-breeding “branch of ' agriculture. Statistics regarding the
number of cattle showed that during the period under report we
made no advance but showed an unabated decline as compared with
the  pre-war level. ’

Thg facts that stock-breeding was mostly in the-hands of big
kulaks and the intensive agitation for the killing off of cattle
carried on by the kulaks during the years of reorganisation, are
- reflected in the. statistics. )

7/ In 1933, however, the decline in the number of cattle was re-
duced to its minimum. In fact, in pig-breeding, progress had
already begun and 19353 showed signs of a definite advance.
%This means that 1934 should and must be a year of turn
. towards an advance in all departmeénts of stock-breeding.

Stalin proceeded to give data on the progress of _collectivisation

during the period under report. 'He stated the numbers of col-
lectivised households as follows:—

1932, 3.9 per cent.; 1930, 23.6 per cent.; 1931, 52.7 per cent.;
1932, 61.5 per cent.; 1933, 65.0 per cent.

The total number of households collectivised in 1933  are
15,200,000, while the number of collective farms was 224,500.

These figures show that the reorganisation period, during which

K |

the n ‘Jer of collectives and their membership grew at a tre-
mendous | pace, was already completed. The later process of col-
lect.iviSadon represented the gradual drawing in, and re-education
of, the remnants of the individual peasant households by the
coliectives. ;

. This| meant that the collective farms had definitely and
irrevocably won the victory (tremendcus and prolonged applause).

. The Soviet and collective farms together embrace over 84.5 per
cent. of the total grain area of the Soviet Union. This means thatv
the Sopviet and collective farms together have become the {orce
which determines the fate of agricuiture as = whole and of all its
individug] branches. If we add the fact that in 1933 the collective
farms supplied the State with over a miiliard poods of grain, whilst
the individual peasant farms, which carried out their obliga-
tions towards the State to the full, provided a total of 130 million
poods of in, whereas in the year 192p-30 the individual peasant
farms prpvided the State with appropximateiy 780 million poods
whilst the collective farms provided only about 120 million poods,
then we observe clearly that in the iod under review the col-
lective farnis and the individual peasant farms have completely
changed rtheir roles in agriculture. ;3 the period under review
the collective farms have become the decisive and dominant factor
in our agriculture, whilst the individual peasant farms have sunk
to a place of secondary importance and see themselves compelled
to subordinate and adapt themselves to the collective agricultural
system. The toiling peasantry of the Soviet Union have finally and
irrevocably rallied to the Red Flag of ocialism. (Protracted ap-
plause.) |

Let the social revolutionaries, Mensheviks, and bourgeois Trotsky-
ists babble of the peasantry being by nature counter-revolutionary
and of it§ being called upon to restore capitalism in the USSR.,
that it cannot be the ally of the workingrclass in the cause of build-
ing socialism, and that it is impossible to build socialism in the
U.S.S.R. |The facts show that these gentlemen are slandering both
the U.S. ‘.R. and the Soviet peasantry. |~

They! show that our Soviet peasantry has definitely left
capitalism and advanced in union with the working-class towards
socialism. The facts show that we have already built up the
foundations of socialist society in the U.S.S.R. and that it only
remains for us to crown it with super-structures.

The s‘trength of the State and collective farms was not only in
the growth of the cultivated area and productivity, but also in the
increase m their mechanical equipment,

This was shown in the number of tractors, which increased as
follows: 1929, 34,900, representing 39,000 hcrse-power; 1933, 204,100,
representing 3,100,000 horse-power.

This was double the number of tractors of which Lenin, in his
time, spoke as a distant perspective.

.. Of nog small importance for the advance of agriculture was the
creation of political departments in th¢ machine and tractor sta-
tions and State farms, and in the supply of qualified workers to
agriculture. '

" During the period under report the Central Committee of the
Communist Party had sent to the villages more than 23,000 Com-
munists, and more than 111,000 trained engineering and technical
workers. .

In the period under review ihe People’s Commissariat for Agri-
culture alone trained and sent ‘'out no less than 1,500,000 tractor
drivers, mechanics for the new and complicated agricultural
machinery, and chauffeurs. The Sovie{ State did everything in its
power to support the work of the People's Comrmissariat for |Agri-
culture and the People's Commissarial for Soviet Farms for dc-
veloping the work of the colleclive and Soviet farms. However, it
cannot be said that these bodies utilised all the available oppor-
tunities t¢ the full. ) .

Stalin then pointed out the fundamental deficiencies in the
work of these institutions and dealt in detail- with a series of
problems |of agricultural production, including the questions of
housing and repairing tractors and agricultural machinery, the
int.roductibn of the correct alternation of crops, the improvement
of- the grain sorts, the use of artificial fertilisers, the struggle
against the droughts in the Volga district, etc. Stalin also dealt
again with the problems of catile-breeding. Untortunately, our
agriculturhl authorities are not directing sufficient public atten-
tion to the serious state of our cattle-breeding. On the contrary,
they are trying to hush up the matter, an attitude which is not
permissible for Bolshevists. The problem of cattle-breeding must

. |
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secure the attention of the whole Party, because to-day this
problem is as important for us as the grain problem, now happily
solved, was yesterday. It is hardly necessary to say that our
Soviet officials, who have already shown that they know how to
overcome even the worst difficulties, will also be able to solve this
problem. (Great applause.)

Stalin then proceeded to the question of raising the material
and cultural standards of the working masses. As a result of
the development of our agriculture and industry we have: (1) a
tremendous increase of industrial production and a great increase
in the production of the main branches of agriculture; (2) and
on the basis of this great advance we can book the final victory
of the socialist economic system over the - capitalist
system, both in industry and agriculture, and the development of
the socialist economic system into the exclusive system of our
whole economic activities with the resultant exclusion of the capi-
talist elements from all branches of our economic life; (3) the
final abandonment by the overwhelming majority of the indivi-

‘dualist peasants of the small-scale individual peasant methods of

agricultural production and their unification in collective farms
on the basis of collective work and collective ownership of the
means of production, the complete victory of collective agriculture
over small-peasant agriculture (4) the continuation of the exten-

sion of the collective farms by absorbing the remaining individual-

ist peasant farms whose number decreases from month to month.
It is clear that this historical victory over the exploiters must
lead to a fundamental improvement in the material situation md
in the whole life of the toilers.

The elimination of the parasitic classes had brought about
the disappearance of the exploitation of man by man. The labour
of the workers and peasants had been liberated from exploitation.
The income which the exploiters squeezed out of the labour of the
people now remains in the hands of the toiling masses, and is
being utilised partly for thé extension of production and the draw-
ing of new sections of workers into production, partly for the
direct raising of the income of the workers and peasants.

Unemployment, the scourge of the working class, had dis-

appeared. While in the bourgeois countries millions of unem-
ployed were suffering want and starvation owing to the absence
of work, in our country there were no more workers who had no
work and no earnings.

With the disappearance of the oppressive yoke of the rich
peasants the impoverishment and misery of the rural areas has
also disappeared. To-day any collective peasant or individual
peasant is in a position to secure for himself a reasonable human
existence in so far as he is prepared to do his share of the common
work and is not lazy, does not become a tramp and does not
attempt to plunder the property of the collective farms. The
destruction of exploitation, the abolition of unemployment in
the urban centres and the abolition of impoverishment and
misery in the rural areas are victories of historical importance
and mean a tremendous factor in the improvement of the material
situation of the toilers of the Soviet Union. The workers and
peasants of the most “democratic” countries of capitalism can-
not even dream of achieving such an advance.

The face of our big towns and of our industrial centres has
changed.

An inevitable feature of the big cities of the bourgeois
countries were slums, the so-called workers' districts on the out-
skirts of the cities where poor people lived in dark, damp and
half-ruined dwellings. The revolution in the U.S.SR. had brought
about the disappearance of these slums. They had been replaced
by newly built, good and light workers’ dwellings, and in many
cases the workers’ districts had a better appearance than the
centres of the old cities.

The face of the village had changed even more. The old
village with the church as its most prominent building, and with
the best houses for the police-sergeant, the priests and the kulaks,
with its half-ruined shacks for the peasants, had begun to dis-
appear. Its place was being taken by the new village, with public
buildings. clubs, radio, cinema, school, library, creches, and with
its tractors, harvesting combines, automobiles and motor-cycles.
The old distinguished figures of the village were the kulak and
the exploiters, the blood-sucking moneylender, the merchant and
the speculator, the priest and the police-sergeant. These had dis-
appeared. The distinguished persons now are workers of the
collectives and State farms, of the schools and clubs, tractor-
drivers and combine-operators, shock brigaders in field cultivation
and stock breeding.

The difference betweenmeuu.muuwhﬁ'"
appearing. The city, in the. eyes of the peasants, is ceasing to
beacenm!orthdrexploluuon The bonds of economic and

) Themﬁonulneomemwtmmsswuonmublulnw ‘
to 50 billions in 1933. mneememmormeuuunnw
represented less than 0.05 per cent., almost the whole of the
mumnxnmmmudmgmwmwmu
peasants, the Co-operatives and the State.

(2) The population of the Soviet Union grew from’ w
people at the end of 1930 to 168,000,000 at the end of 1983,

(8) The number of industrinl and office workers grew from
14,530,000 in 1930 to 21,883,000 in 1933, the number of manual
workers rising during this period from 9,480,000 to 13797,000.

(4) The total wages of industrial and office workers grew from
13,597:000.000 roubles in 1930 to 34,280,000,000 roubles in 1938,

(8) The average yearly wages of workers in mdustry geew
from 981 roubles in 1830 to 1,519 roubles in 1883,

(6) The social Insurance fund for industrial lndoﬂ!eevum
grew from 1,810,000,000 roibles in 1930 00 4,610,000,000 in 1933

= (T) All industrial workers, except those working
were put on a seven-hour day. The underground workers were
placed on a shorter working week.

(8) State assistance to the peasants crganised :m machipe
and tractor stations in which two milliard roubles were invested.

9 Smumsmmempemnnmthetomdmuw
collective farms amounted to 1,600,000.000 roubles.

10) smwmwpeasanummumotmdmdtm
loan.snmoumedwm:mummm;rMn

(11) State mmncewpwrpemnummmahxnw
and insurance amounted to 370,000,000 roubles. .

As to cultural development, we have the following whnn-
ments to record:—

(1) The introduction of universsl, compulsory, dcnmhn
education throughout the Soviet Union, and of the per-
centage of literacy from 67 at the end of 1830 to 90 at the end of
1933.

.(Z)I?hegrowthinthenumberotplmuslnlcboohdln
grades from 14,358,000 in 1929 to 26,419,000 in 1933, and including
elementary schools from 11,697,000 to 19,163,000. In secondary
schools from 2,453,000 to 6,674,000. In higher nc.hooll from 207,000
to 491,000.

(3) The growth in the number of children in pre-school edu-
cational institutions from 838,000 in 1929 to 5,917,000 in 1933.

(4) The growth in the number of higher educational institu-
tions, general and special, from 81 in 1914 to- 600 in 1833.

(5) The growth in the number of scientific research mluhxtet
from 400 in 1929 to 840 in 1833.

(6) Thegxwthtnt.henumbero!mmmtiomofthetypool
clubs from 32,000 in 1929 to 54,000 in 1933.

(7) The growth in the number of cinemas, cinema instalia-
tions in clubs, and traveling cinemas, from 9,800 units ln uzo to
29,200 in 1933.

(8) The growth of newspaper drculauon from uﬁoomo in
1929 to 36,500,000 in 1933.

The proportion of workers among the students {n the higher
educational institutions comprises 51.4 per cent., and the propor-
tion of working peasants 16.5 per cent.

In Germany, for instance, the proportion of workers among
the students in ‘the higher educational institutions in the 1932-38
school year comprised no more than 3.2 per cent., and the ‘propor-
tion of small peasants was only 2.4 per-cent. It should be pointed
out as a pleasing fact, and as an indication of the growth of cul-
ture in the villages, that the participation of the women of the
collective farms in the sphere of social organisation and activity
has increased. It is known, for instance, that there are at present
about 6,000 women chairmen of collective farms, more than 60,000
women members of the boards of collective farms, 28,000 brigade
leaders and 100,000 sub-leaders, 9,000 managers of collective farms
and 7,000 women tractor drivers. Needless to say, these figures are
not complete. But even this little speaks sufficiently clearly of the

great growth of culture in the villages. This is a
mmmmneemwmmmmam
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tion of the country, a great army of labour, and they are called
upon to bring up our children who are our future. That is why
we should welcoms the growing social activity of the working
‘women and ‘their advance to leading positions as an undoubted
indication of the growth of our culture. ' (Prolonged‘applause.)

. The mieasures taken by the Central Committee in the period
urider review for the development of State Soviet trading have
resulted in a considerable increase of the network of sales centres,
" an increase in the number of public restauraats which at present
féed nho less than 19,800,000 people, an increase of comrhodity turn-
over in State and co-operative trading, including the large-scale
kitthens, from 189 milliard roubles in 1930 to 49 milliard roubles
in 1938, | .

. _However, the present level of commodity turnover is not suf-
ficient to cope with our demands. Our task is to extend Soviet
trading ‘'still further and to achieve new and decisive successes on
this field. The. extension of Soviet trade depends on the develop-
ment of our railways, our inland water transport and our road
transport. The railways have succeeded in increas ng their freight
volume from 133.9 milliard ton-kilometres in 1930 to 172 milliard
ton-kilometres in 1933. Inland water transport increased its
freightage from 45.6 milliard ton-kilometres in 1930 to 59.9 milliard
ton-kilometres in 1933. However, these increases are not sufficient.
They .are not enough for our economic system. The task of in-
creasing Qur commodity turnover and at the same time securing
fundamental improvements in our transport system is one which
must_be solved successfully in the near fusure if we are to make

_ sny further progress.

3. The Party

The Seventeenth Congress was taking place under the banher
of complete victory for Leninism, and the liguidation of the rem-
nants of the anti-Leninist groups. The Trotskyist group had been
broken and dispersed. Its organisers were now hanging about the
backstairs of the bourgeois parties abroad.

The anti-Leninist groups of the right-wing -opportunists have
been destroyed and completely disposed of. The organisers of this
opposition 'have long ago abandoned their opinions and to-day
they are doing their best to make up to the Party for the damage
they have done. Further, the groups with deviations in the
national question have also been destroyed and disposed of. The
organisers of these groups have either gone over openly to the
intervention-mongering emigrants or they are doing penance for
their past sins and endeavouring to make good.

The policy of industrialisation, liquidation, of the kulaks and.
- compact co.lectivisation had triumphed.  Expecrience had proved
that the victory of social.sm in one country was entirely possible.
Obviougly these successes and the victory of the Five-Year Plan
have finally demoralised all anti-Leninist groupings and smashed
their organisation to pieces. To-day the Party is united and salid
as never before. (Protracted and great applause.)

This, however, did not mean that the struggle was finished,
and the further offensive of socialism unnecessary. It did not
mean that there would be no further deviations from the Party
line. The enemies of the Party, the opportunists of all shades,
and all the opportunist deviators in the national question have
been disposed of completely. However, the remnants of their
ideology still persist in the minds of individual members of the
party and they express themselves frequently. The party cannot
regard itself as something apart from the people who gurround
it. It exists and flourishe$ in its environment. It is not surpris-
ing that sometimes unhealthy ideas penetrate into it from out-
side. - The basis for such ideas and opinions is undoubtedly present
in our country because there are still middle sections of the popu-
lation in existence both in the towns and in the rural areas, and
they provide a fruitful basis for the development of such ideas
and opinions, :

The Seventeenth Party Conference laid down ane of the basic
political tasks of the Party in carrying out the Second Five-Year
Plan as the overcoming of the survivals of capitalism in_economy
and the consciousness of the people. This was an absolute cor-
rect idea, but we cannot say that they had already overcome all
_ survivals of capitalism in economy. Still less can we say that we
have overcome these survivals in the ¢onsciousness of the people.
Capitalist surroundings were continually striving to revive and

-

uphold these survivals and against them
always keep their powder dry.

Stalin proceeded to deal with a number of questions on which
confusion still existed among members of the Party—for instance,
the questibn of the building of classless society. Obviously, class-
less society cannot be established spontaneous’y. It is necessary
to fight to build it by the efforts of all toilers, by strengthening
the organs of the dictatorship of the proletariat, by developing
the class struggle; abolishing the classes, liquidating the remnants
3f the capitalist class and fighting against enemies within and
without. !

Some members of the Party, however, understbod the advance
towards classless society as a spontaneous process and thought it
was already possible to weaken the class struggle and the prole-
tarian dictatorship. According to this view the old must by itself
grow into the new, and one fine day they would find themselves
in socialist society. If these confused views and non-Bolshevik
sentiments were to dominate, the Party would be demobilised and
disarmed. :

Let us take ano her question. Under the present conditions
the artel is the only corre.t furm of 'the collective agricultural
movement. That is quite unders.andable, first of all the artel
offers the correct connection of the personal and private interest
of the colle.tive peas.nt with his social interests, and secondly, as
a result of this the artel .s the best means of educating the indi-
vidualist peasant of yesterday in the spirit of collectivism. As dis.
tinct from the ariel. where only the means of production are
socialised, the communes until recently also socialised the private
needs of éach indiv.dual member, that is to say, the members of
the commune did not possess and enjoy privately any poultry,
cows, grain, garden land, etc. This means that in the commune
the personal and private interests of the members were not con-
sidered and coupled with the social interests of the whole, but
rather the latter tended to be swamred in the interests of petty-
bourgeois equalisation. Naturally; this circumstance is the weakest
side of the communes. This also explains why the communes have
not become generally popular and exist only as isolated excep-
tions here and there. This, however, does not mean that the com-
munes are unnecessary, that they do not represent a higher form
of the collective agricultural movement. No, the commune is a
necessary form and it is also a higher form of the collective agri-
cultural movement, byt this does not apply to the present-day
form of the commune which is based on undeveloped technique
and on a lack of products. It refers to the future commune
on the hasis of a more highly developed technique and a
surplus of products.” The commune of the future will develop
in its Anal form based on well-be.ng from the existing artel. The

the Bolsheviks must

"process of transforming the existing artels into communes must

take place gradually and by degrees in accordance with how far
the collectivised peasants as & whole have realised the necessity of
this transformation. These things ought to be clear enough. They
ought to be almost elementary princiscles. However, amongst a
section of, the Party members there is a considerable amount of
confusion in this question. Such members thought that when the
Party declared the artel to be the principal form of the collective
agricultural movement it was thereby descending from a higher to -
a lower stage of the collective movement. The question arises,
why? Allegedly because in the artel there is no equality between
the members, because differences continue to, exist in the artel
with regard to the personal needs and the perconal situation of
the members of the artel, whilst in the commune equality prevails
amongst all the members of it both with regard to their personal
needs and their personal situation. But first of all there are no
longer any communes in which such equality with regard to per-
sonal needs and personal position exists, and secondly, every
Leninist knows that equalisation with regard to personal needs and
personal position is reactionary and petty-bourgeois nonsense
worthy of some primitive ascetic sect, but not of a Marxist and
organised socialist society which cannot demand that all its mem-
bemhaveumsameneedsandthemmetaswswdmtlnmeir
personal life all its members should live according to the same
hard-and-fast scheme.

. We cannot demand that everyone shall-have similar needs and
tdstes, and that everyone's persondl life shall be moulded according
to one model. Such a presentation of the question has nothing in
common with Marxism and Leninism. By equality Marxism under-
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stands not the “ equalisation " of personal needs and habits, but the
abolition of classes, which means:—

(1) Equal liberation of all toilers from exploitation after the
capitalists have been overthrown and expropriated.

(2) Equal abolition of all private property in the means of pro-
duction after these have been transformed into the property of the
whole 'of society.

(3) The equal obligation of everyone to work according to his
ability and the equal right of all toilers to receive for this according
to their work (this is socialist society).

(4) Equal obligation of everyone to work according to his
ability and the equal right of all toilers to receive for this according
to their needs. (This is Communist society.)

In this connection Marxism assumes that the taste and the
needs of the individual members of society are not the same either
with regard to the nature or quantity either in the period of social-
ism or the period of Communism. and that they cannot be the
same. In the ‘“Communist Manifesto” Marx and Engels scourged
the primitive utopian socialism which they termed reactionary
owing to its propaganda in favour of general asceticism and clumsy
equalisation. In his “ Anti-Diihring " Engels devotes a whole chap-
ter of biting sarcasm to the radical equalising socialism put for-
ward by Duhring against the scientific socialism of Marx and
Engels.

Bourgeois authors delight in representing Marxist socxausm as
the resuscitation of the old Czarist barrack life in which everything
was Stubordinated to the “ principle " of equalisation. However, we
Marxists can take no responsibility for the ignorance and stupidity
of bourgeois authors.

If such ideas triumphed in the Party then naturally the Party
would cease to be Marxist, whilst in the last resort the collective
agricultural movement would be disorganised.

Or let us take, for instance, the slogan: * Assist all collective
peasants to well-being! ” This slogan is not merely a matter for the
collective peasants. It applies still more to the workers because we

want to assist all workers to well-being; we want to turn them into

men and women living in culture and well-being.

Socialism does not mean impoverishment and misery, but the
abolition of impoverishment and well-being, and under socialism all
members of society will live a life of well-being and culture. How-
everr, this clear and elementary slogan has caused a series of mis-
understandings and a deal of confusion amongst a section of the
Party members. Some members of the Party ask whether the new
slogan does not mean that the Party i8 returning to the old and
condemned slogan: “Enrich yourselves!” If everyone obtains a
life of well-being and culture, they ask, if poverty no longer exists,
upon whom are we Bolshevists to rely to support us in our work?
Shall we be able to get along without the poor? This may appear
ridiculous, but it is a fact that such naive anti-Leninist ideas do
exist amongst a section of our Party members. These comrades
apparently do not grasp the fact that there is a world of difference
between the slogan: “Enrich yourselves!” and the slogan: * As-
sist all collective peasants to well-being!” (1) Only individuals and
groups can enrich themselves, whereas our slogan does not refer to
individuals and groups but to the totality of the collective peasants.
(2) Individual persons and groups enrich themselves with a view
to subordinating others to them and their interests, and to exploit
them, whilst our slogan for well-being presupposes the socialisation
of the means of production in the collective farms and thus ex-
cludes any possibility of anyone exploiting anyone else. (3) The
slogan “Enrich yourselves!"” was put forward in the beginning.
even when capitalism was partially restored, at a time when the
kulak was still strong and powerful. at a time when the dominant
method of agricultural production in the Soviet Union was in-
dividual peasant production and the collective methods of agricul-
ture were still in the bud. On the other hand, the slogan: ‘* Assist
all collective peasants to well-being! " was put forward at the final
stage. at a time when the capitalist elements had already been
destroyed in industry, the kulaks broken up and the individual
peasant production reduced to a subordinate position in agricul-
ture whilst the collective farms had taken the dominant position
in agriculture. Not to mention the fact that the slogan: “ Assist all
collective peasants to well-being! " is not an isolated slogan, but
one to be understood and applied in the closest connection with the
slogan: “Make all the collective farms Bolshevist !” Is it not elear
enough that the slogan: “Enrich yourselves!” is fundamentally
nothing but an appeal for the restoration of capitalism. whereas

the slogan: " Assist all collective peasants to w.n-unu" is an
appeal to destroy finally and irrevocably all vestiges lof capitalism
by strengthening the economic poweir.of the colleetiye farms and
providing all the members of the collective farms with a life of
well-being and culture? Is it not clear that there s ncthlu in
common between these two slogans, and \l\lnh-'o
be anything in common between them? The

out the poor there can be no Bolshevist work antl no socialism 1s
such grotesque stupidity that one is almost ashamed $o talk: about
it. The Leninists rely on the poor sections of the population where
capitalist elements still exist, and what is more, the sections which
are exploited by these capitalist elements. However, once the
capitalist elements have been digposed of and the poor sections

for their existence have disappeared, but to abolish poverty and
assist the poor to a life of well-being and culture.
ridiculous to assume that socialism could be built up ! .
of impaverishment and privations, on the basis of the imitation of
personal needs. on the reduction of the standards of living of the
people down to the level of the poorést sections, who, in any

do not desire to remain poor and do their utmost to press forward
to a life of well-being. Who would want such socialism, if you will
excuse me using the word in such a conngetion at all? That would
not be socialism, but a grotesque caricature of socialism. Socialism
can be built up only on the basis of a tremendous deyelopment of
the so¢ial productive forces, on the hasis of an enormous surplus of
commodities, on the basis of a life of the tollers in well-being, on
the basis of a tremendous advance in cultural standards. Socisl-
1sm, Marxist socialism, does not mean the limitation of the personal .
needs of the individual, but an all-round increase of these needs.
It does not mean the abandonment of any attempt to satisfy these
needs, or to satisfy them to a limited extent only, but the all-round
and c¢complete satisfaction of all the needs of a culturally highly-
developed working humanity.

There is no doubt that the confusion which esists amongst
certain members of the Party in connection with the poorer sections
and the question of well-being is a reflection of the apinions of our
“left-wing " botchers who regard the poorer gections of the popu-
lation a§ the eternal support of Bolshevism, who idealise these
sections under all circumstances, and who regard the collective
farms as the arena of a bitter class In this question also
we can see how the remnants of the ideclegy of the defeated
enemies of the Party still obstinately cling to life. If such chumsy
and amateurish ideas were to get the upper hand in our Party the
collective farms would not be able to point to their suocesses of the
past two years and they would very soon break up.

It must be placed on record that the remnants of eapitalism in
the consciousness of the people are much more pessistent in the
national question than on any other field. They are more persistent
because they have the possibility of appearing in the mask of
national problems.

What does a deviation towards nationalism mean, Iﬂupecth'e
of whether it tends towards Pan-Russian nationaliem or local
nationalism? A deviation towards nationalism is an attempt to
adapt the international policy of the working class to the national
policy of the bourgeoisie. A deviation towards natienalism refiects
an attempt on the part of the home *“national™ bourgeoisie to
undermine the Soviet Power and restore capitalism. The source of
both deviations is the same: an abandonment of Leninist inter-
nationalism. If you want to direct your fire against both deviations,
then it must be directed towards the source of both of them, ie,
against those who abandon internationalism, no matter whether
they tend towards Pan-Russian nationalism or local nationalism.
(Storms of applause.) The chief danger is represented by that
deviation which one ceases to oppose wherehy it is permitted to
develop into a danger to the State. Recently we had a nationalist
deviation in the Ukraine, towards Ukrainian nationalism, but this
was not the chief danger. However, when the fight against this
deviation was abandoned and it was permitted to grow to such an
extent that it began to establish relations with the interventionist
clique, then this deviation became a main danger. :

Theé same is true of the right and “left-wing ” deviations on
the political field. In this connection also there is & deal of con-
fusion amongst many members of the Party. Sometimes a fight
is conducted against the right-wing deviation and the “left-wing ®
deviation is left to carry on as it pleases. The struggle against it is
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- stopped or lessened on the assumption that it is not dangerous or
very little dangerous. That is a serious and dangerous errar. It
represents a-concession to the *left-wing” deviation whichiis im-
permissible for any member of the Party, all the more impermissible
because recently the “left-wingers” have finally landed in the
camp 'of the right-wingers and - no longer differ from  them
fundamentally. We have always déclared that the “left-wingers "
are in reality right-wingers masking their right-wiAg opportunism
with ."“left-wing " phrases. To-day the attitude of the “left-
wingers” confirms our contention. Let us take last year's,num-
bers of Trotsky’s “Bulletin”” What do they write about there?
How does their “ left-wing ” programme express itself? They de-
mand the liquidation of the Soviet farms on the ground that they
do not pay, and the liquidation of the greater part of the collective
farms on the ground that they, allegedly, have in any case no more
than a fictitious existence. They also demand the abandonment
of the policy of liquidating the kulaks, a return to the policy of
granting concessions and the abandonment by the Soviet State of
a number of industrial undertakings to capitalist firms under con-
cessions on the alleged ground that they do not pay - their way.
There you have the programme of the cowardly and comempt;tble
capitulators, a counter-revolutionary programme for the restora-
tlon of capitalism in the Soviet Union.

In what does t.ms programme differ from the programme of
the extreme right-wingers? It is clear, there is no difference what-
ever. - The situation is thus that the *left-wingers” openly sub-
scribe to the counter-revolutionary programme of the right-wingers
with a view to forming a block with them and fighting jointly
against the Party. s

Our tasks upon the fleld of ideological political work are

(1) The raising of the theoretical level of our Party to the
required standard;

(2) The strengthening of the ideological work ln all the
) organisations of the Party; -

(3) ‘The carrying on of - i tireless propaganda of Leninism in
the ranks of the Party;

(4) The education of the Party organisations and the masses of
the non-Party sctivists who rally round them in’ the spirit of
Leninist inwmauonausm

(5) To criticise frankly the deviations of & number of com-
rades from Marxism-Leninism rather than hushing them up; and

(6) To expose sysbemlticany the ideology of the elements
hostile to Leninism.

I spoke of ou® successes, of the victory of the Party line bot.h
on the economic and: the cultural:field and with regard.to the
defeat of the:anti-Leninist groupings in the Party. Now, how-
ever, the question arises: How did this victory come about? How
was it won in practice? What struggle, what efforts were necessary
to achjeve it?:, These succésses and this victory were not won
automatically. They were won as the result of a hitter struggle
for the Party line.. A victory never comes on its.own; one must
usually win it for oneself, Good resolutions and declarations about
the general line of the Party afe all right for a beginning, but
they mean no more than the will to victory, not the victory itself.
If the correct line has been recognised and the correct solution of
a problem discovered, then the remainder depends on the success
of the organisational work, on the organisation of the struggle for
the practical carrying out of the Party line, on the correct choice
of the persons necessary, on the control exercised over the carry-
ing out of the decisions made by the leading bodies. Even more
than that:; after the correct political line has been found, the
organisational work decides everything, including the fate of the
‘political line itself—its carrying out or its failure.

Victory was won by a systematic and bitter struggle against
difficulties of all sorts in ‘the path of jthe carrying out of the Party
line, by overcoming these difficulties, by mobilising the Party and
the working class to overcome ‘these difficulties, by organising
the struggle to overcome these difficulties, by deposing incom-
petent officials and by choosing the bes. and most capable com-
rades for leading the struggle against these difficulties. These
difficulties are difficulties of our qrganisational leadership. They
are rooted in ourselves, in our leading officials, in our organisa-
tions, in the apparatus of our Party and in the Soviet, economic
and’ labour union :bodies and in .all other forms of organisation.
The power and authority of our Party, of the economic, Saviet

and all other organisations, have grown to an unparalleled degree.
And just because this power and authority has grewn so tre-
mendously, everything depends, or almost everything depends to-
day on the proper functioning of these organisations.

The correctness of the political line of the party has beem
confirmed by the experience of a number of years. The enthu-
siastic readiness of the workers and peasants in the work for the
construction of socialism has caused the significance of the so-
called “objective factors” to sink to & minimum. Thereby the
role played by our organisations and their leaders has become an
extraordinary and decisive one. What does this mean? It means
that the responsibility for inefficiency and deficiency in our work
is now nine-tenths on our own shoulders and can no longer be put
down to the “objective circumstances.” The roots of our diffi-
culties are now to'be found in the bureaucracy of the administra-
tive apparatus, in the useless discussions about “leadership in

.general” instead of a living and concrete leadership, in the

departmental construction of | our organisations and the lack of
any personal responsibility, the lack of personal responsibility in
work and equalisation tendencies in the wage system, the lack of
a systematic control over the carrying out of decisions, and the
fear of self-criticism.

It would be naive to assume that these difficulties can be
fought successfully with decisions alone. In order to fight success-
fully against these difficulties we must raise the level of organisa-
tional leadership on all economic fields to the standard of the
political leadership, and we must see to it that our organisational
work is in!fact the practical and actual carrying out of the political
slogans and the decisions of the Party bodies. In order to fight
against these difficulties successfully the struggle against them
must be an organised one, the masses of the workers and peasants
must be mobilised and led into this struggle, the Party itself must
be mobilised, and the Party and t.be’economic organisations must
be cleaned of the unstable, unreliable and degenerate elements.

In this respect the Central Committee is guided by the idea
of Lenin that in the organisational work the most important factor
is the correct selection,K of the comrades performing it and the
control over the carrying out of the work. A correct organisation
of ihe control over the carrying out of the work is of decisive
importance in the struggle against bureaucracy. We can say with
conviction that nine-tenths of our errors and deficiencies arise
from an insufficient cantrol of the carrying out of our work. The
organisatipn of an efficient control is a task of great importance
for the leading central bodies. From the very nature of its
organisation the Workers' and Peasants’ Inspection cannot pro-
vide an efficiently organised control over the carrying out of the
work. To-day our economic work has become very considerable
in extent and very complicated because there is neither the neces-
sity nor the possibility of any control of this work fram a central
body. What we need to-day is not inspection but control over the
carrying out of the decisions of the centre. Only the Commission
for Soviet Control attached to the Council of People’s Commissars
of the Soviet Union can become such an organisation. This body
works according to the . instructions of the Council of People'’s
Commissars and it has its representatives on the spot who are
independent of the local authorities. In order that this body
should possess the necessary authority and that if necessary it

" should be, in a position to call to account any responsible person,

it is necessary that candidature for membership of the Sovie®
Control Commissions should be proposed by the Party Congress
and ratified by the Council of People’s Commissars and by the
Central Executive Committee of the Soviet Union.

As ls, known, the Central Control Commission was formed
chiefly with a view to preventing a split in the Party itself. You
are well aware that the danger of a split actually existed, but that
the C.C.C. and its organs succeeded in preventing it. To-day, how-
ever, there is no longer any danger of a split in the Party. How-
ever, there is urgent necessity for an organisation to direct the
main attention to the work for the control over the carrying out
of the decisions of the Party and its Central Committee. | The Com-
mission for Party Control attached to the Central Committee. is
the only body which could become such an organisation. It works
at the instructions of the Party and its Central Committee and it
has its representatives on the spot who are independent of the
local party organisations. However, in. order that it shall possess
the necessary authority and in order that it shall, if necessary, be
able to call to account any responsible Party official, including



No. 6

International Press Correspondence 161

the members of the Central Committee itself, it is necessary that
all the members of this Commission should be appointed and, if
necessary, deposed only by the highest Party body, the Party
congress.

In concluding his report Stalin declared : To-day we all recog-
nise that our successes have been big and unusual. In a com-
parailvely short space of time the whole country has been put
well on the way to industrialisation and collectivisation. The
first Five-Year Plan has been carried out successfully. That
imbues us with a feeling of pride and confirms our officials in a
belief in our strength. That is very good, but sometimes suc-
cesses have their seamy side. Sometimes they produce dangers
which, If they are permitted to grow, can endanger the whole
success. There is a danger that these successes may go to the
heads of some of our comrades. There have already been such
cases, as you know. There is a danger that some of our comrades
may get intoxicated with success and become supercilious, that
they may blind themselves to our real difficulties in boastful self-
confidence. There is nothing more dangerous than this sort of
thing because it disarms the Party and demobilises its ranks.

The second Five-Year Plan is now before us and it must also
be carried out with success. The Party must therefore make no
attempt to rest on its laurels, but on the contrary it must con-
tinue to remain watchful and to maintain itself in a state of pre-
paredness. It must not disarm, but increase its armaments. It
must not demobilise, but maintain its state of mobilisation to carry
out the second Five-Year Plan successfully.

From this we must draw our first conclusion: We must not
let the successes we have achieved cause us to become super-
cilious. We achieved our successes because we maintained the
correct Party line and because we organised the masses correctly
to carry this Party line into practice. It is hardly necessary for
me to stress that we should not have achieved any of the suc-
cesses we are justly proud of to-day without this preliminary con-
dition. However, to possess the correct political line and to carry.
it into practice correctly, that is an unusual matter in the life of
a ruling Party. Take a look at the countries around us. Can you
find there many ruling parties which have the correct political line
and are able to carry it into practice? Actually there are no such
ruling political parties anywhere outside the Soviet Union, because
they are all without any perspective; they are entangled in the
crisis and see no way of avoiding the abyss. Only our Party knows
in which direction to steer the ship of State and is doing so suc-
cessfully. Why does our Party possess this advantage over all
others? It is because it.is a Marxist-Leninist Party, and because
1t is guided in its activity by the works of Marx. Engels and Lenin.
There can be no doubt that as long as we remain true to their
lessons and as long as we continue to use this compass we shall
be successful in our work.

They say that in a number of Western European countries
Marxism has been destroyed by the bourgeois-nationalist move-
ment which calls itself fascism. That is naturally absurd. Only
people who have no acquaintance with history can talk like that.
Marxism is the scientific expression of the fundamental interests
of the working class. In order to destroy Marxism the working
class must be destroyed, but to destroy the working class is an im-
possibility. Over eighty years have passed since Marxism entered
the world arena. Since then dozens, even hundreds of bourgeois
governments have tried to destroy Marxism. And what has been
the result? The bourgeois governments came and went, but Marx-
1sm remained. (Storms of applause.) Only Marxism has succeeded
In winning a decisive victory on one-sixth of the earth's surface,
and that just in that country in which Marxism was supposed to
have been finally destroyed. (Storms of applause.) It cannot be
regarded as an accident that the one country in which Marxism
has won a complete victory is to-day the only country in the whole
world which knows neither unemployment nor crisis, whilst in all
cther countries, including the countries of fascism. unemployment
and the economic crisis have been dominant for the past four years
No. comrades, that is not an accident. (Protracted applause.) We
owe our successes to the fact that we work and fight under the
banrer of Marx, Engels and Lenin.

And from this we must draw our second conclusion: We must
remain true to the banner of Marx, Engels and Lenin for ever!
tApplause.) The working class of the Soviet Union is strong not

only because it possesses a Lentinist Party steeled in the struggles,
but because it has also the support of the million masses o0 the
peasantry. It is strong also because it has the support of the inter-
national proletariat. The working class of the Soviet Union is part
of the international working class. It is its advance guard, and our
Soviet Republic is the child of the international proletariat. There
can be no doubt that if the working class of the Soviet Union had
not had the support of the working classes in the capitalist coun-
tries, it would not have been able to maintain power, to create the
preliminary conditions for the building up of socialism- and to
achieve our socialist successes. The international relations‘of the
working class of the Soviet Union to the workers of the capitalist
countries are based on the alliance of the workers of the Soviet
Union with the warkers of all other countries. That alliance is one
of the keystones of the power of the Soviet Republic. The warkers
in the Wesl regard the working class of the Soviet Union as the
shock brigade of the international proletariat. That is very good
and it means that in the future also the international proletariat
will support the working class of the Soviet Union with all the
means at its disposal. However, this places onerous duties on our
shoulders. It means that in our work we must show olrselves
worthy of our position as the shock brigade of the workers of all
other countries. It obliges us to work even better for the final
victory of socialism in our country and for the victory of socialism
in all other countries.

And from this we draw our third €nclusion: To remain true
to the end to the cause of proletarian internationalism, to the cause
of the fraternal struggle of the workers of the whole world. (Ap-
plause.) These are our conclusions. Long live the glorious and in-
vincible banner of Marx, Engels and Lenin. (Storms of protracted
applause.)

The Party Congress gives Stalin one ovation after the other.
Standing. the delegates sing the “ International.” The comrades

. break into shouts: “ Long live Stalin! " “ Long live the Central Com-

mittee of the Communist Party! "

Politics

The Chautemps Ministry Sinking into the
Morass

By J. Berlioz (Paris).

" We are living at a time when public opinion is supreme,
«nd when one must, whether one wants to or not, obey it,”
wrote the Intransigeant a few hours before the resignation of the
Chautemps Government was announced. This necwspaper gave
cxpression in cautious terms to an undeniable truth, namely, that
all the efforts of the Government, of its majority, above all, the
Socialist Party, and of its Press, were completely incapable of
stemming the mighty tide of popular anger aroused by the demon-
stration of the decay of the capitalist régime provided by the
Staviski affair. i

No one believed in the *suicide " of the swindler Staviski,
intended by the Government to prevent revelations and to put
an end to the affair; the manner in which the icc manaruvred
in order to compel Mme. Staviski to retract her original state-
ments, which led to a belief in murder by the polui, and to
conceal the names ot thosc profiting by several hundred cheques
S'fmd by the swindler, only served to increase the scepticism
ot millions of people. ‘

The resignation of the Colonial Minister Dalimser, the
«vowed protector of Staviski, only 'strengthened the suspicions
cntertained  against other members of the Ministry, for it was
regarded as the beginning of a confession. It was seen, too, that
the Premier’s private secretary, Dubois, had used his position
to get on the board of a financial company. It became known
that Paul-Boncour had acted as the former Mme. Staviski's
attorney. It was proved, in spite of his innumerable denials, that
the Finance Minister Bonnet had had the barrster Guibond-



153 : International Press 'Oorréapondence

No. 6

_ Ribaud, one of the swindler's agents, on the staff of his secretafiat.
The ridiculous punishments tardily ﬂ'zmlfd foudg undlcr the
essure of -public’ opinion on certain officials of the police on
Fa‘nuary 22, wese considered completely inadequate and only
increased the appetitc of public opinion, which was indxgnant,
for instance, at sceing the Police-Prefect Chiappe, who had sup-
- plied Staviski with 2 falsc passport in order to cnable him to
escape, untouched. b
~ The of the Left, and, above all, the Socialist Parrz,
did their best to reduce the affair to a wrangle among the poli-
ticians of the Right, to an “attack by reaction on démocracy.”

Twice in the Chamber Chautemps secured large majorities. The

Senate waseven unanimous in declaring its confidence in him.
But one could see this, and everybody was thinking to
himself what Buré wrote: ““ The scandal is not a iscandal;
it is « scandal of the végime. Al the pillars of the Republican
temple—parliament; administration, law-courts, - police, - Press—
aré tottering.” ‘This proves very clearly that the masses have
realised the fundamental rottenness of the régime, and for this
season clearsighted journalists in the immediate service of finance-
ital, like Gignoux (of the Jourmée Indusyriclle), found them-
cs:ﬁ‘cs compelled to write extensive articles in order to try to prove
that Staviskism and capitalism are two different phrenomena.

The Government fell. Resolutely opposed to the creation of
a commission of enquiry, because #t feared the rcvchtiorls that
would there come out, it realised too late that one must throw
out a little baflast by accepting, in spitc of everything, a com-
mission of this kind, for which Radicals and Socialists of the
stamp of Remapdel and Blum had made efforts to find an accept-
able formula ensuring seerecy. Then, however, another immense
swindling‘ scandal broke out, that of the Officials’ Bank, and it
was learned that the Minister of Justice Raynaldy had three years
ago been a member of the board of directors and a fictitious
subscriber ‘to a holding company belonging to a banker called
Sacazan, a specialist in doubtful concerns. This was the last
blow. At first some contemplated dropping only Raypaldy and
reconstructing the Ministry, but the latter was mucli too seriously
involved; and on the evening of January 27 it announced its
resignation en bloc, giving as the reason. the fact that “ public
life 1s controlled by the disturbances provoked by public opinion.”

. The resignation of the Cabinet is the great game with the
safety valve. On leaving the E]z'séc Chautemps said = ‘* Public
opinion demands a scapegoat. If my scapegoat is able to calm

the people, then I believe that I have served my country well.”,

That means that the bourgeoisie, in appealing to “ new men,”
to persons respected for their honesty and for their initiative, in
creating an impression of a moral reparation, of a return to
virtue, want to give a fresh polish to their extremely tarnished
régime. Tt is a matter here of a colossal hypocritical attempt
on the part of the ruling class, who are conscious of the danger
of the great indignation of the masses.

It is this danger which the old democrat Dulot described with
horror a few days ago as follows: * This time it is perhaps' the
trial of the ruling classes, opened through the prosecution of
the profiteers,” and which, in the course of these few weeks,
has caused disquieting progress to be made in France along the
road to fascism. The groups having avowed fascist tendencies—
Patriotic Youth, Camelots cs)u Roi, Coty’s Party of* French Solid-
arity—have been carrying on intensive agitatioh, especially among
the petty-bourgeois classes, and have nearly every day been
holding demonstrations in the central streets of Paris under the
obvious protection of the police.

The “ defenders of democracy " are making as much use as
possible of the fascist activity, in order to accelerate the fascisa
tion of the régime on the pretext of protecting the Republic.
They all, from Blum and Marquet to Herriott and Daladier,
* assert that they are the greatest Jacobins. This Jacobinism finds
expression in_ the surprisingly undertaken acccptano#, thanks

-

to the complicity of the Socialist president of the Chamber and
the whole Socialist Party, of a law which, while ostensibly directed
against ihdustrial espionage, actually enables extreme measures
to be taken against the workers' correspondents of the revolu.
tionary Press; in the introduction| of draft laws for the reorganisa-
tion of the centralized and reinforced State police; in the daily
batoning | down of unemployed demonstrations, particularly in
the suburbs of Paris; in the mad attacks made by battalions
of police jon the 50,000 workers who demonstrated on January 22
in the neighbourhood of the Paris town-hall on behalf of their
wages and against the Government and its régime of corruption
and theft; ¢

In this manner Fascists and Democrais are helping each other,
under the pretence of fighting cach other, to make use of the
Staviski scandal for the salvation of capitalism, whose varnish
of honesty is rapidly disappearingé"cu

Until the last moment the Socialist Party attempted to save
Chautcmrs, and now Blum contents himself with the regret that
the Premier did not at the first outbreak of the scandal * do some-
thing or ‘other” that might have stemméd popular anger and
toned down the discrcditini of the Government.

" The Communist Party has also, in this case, Jagged behind
the events, and it is certain that a dangerous underestimation
of the rapidity of the fascisation of the régime exists within its
ranks. It is {ar from doing enough to place itself at the head
of the movement and to lead it along the correct road, in order
to nip the fascist agitation and mobilisation in the bud, in order to
demonstrate to the masses, now seething with discontent, the
only means by which capitalism and the rottenness provoked
by it may be swept away: the Soviet power. The superb
demonstration in Paris, during which the workers fre-
quently offered victorious resistance to the police, a fine
demonstration of five thousand workers in Marseilles, meet -
ings showing an unexpected success—all this proves that the
masses are waiting for the slogans and the leadership of the C.P.F.
Now is the time to come to them as quickly as possible and to
spread wide the banner of the C.P. Certainly since the end
of the war there has never been so much political excitement, in
the towns just as much as in the villages.

The Organisation of Fascism in Spain
By Vicente Arroyo (Madrid)

~“The economic situation of Spain shows a continuing process
of decline in all branches of trade and industry. The level of pro-
duction in the mining and the foundry industries, the two branches
of heavy industry which are of di ve importance for present-day
Spain, sank during the course of 1982 by 20.72 per cent. as com-
pared with 1931, whilst in 1933 the decline was still greater. The
revenue of the various railway companies fell from 1929 to 1933
by about 40 million pesetas. The balance of Spanish foreign trade
shows a drop to 86.36 per cent. in-the first months of 1933 as com=
pared with the corresponding months of 1832. The State budget
for 1933 closed with a deficit of 484 million pesetas. Unemploy-
ment is increasing both in agricultyre and industry, -with the
exception of the armament industries, and the number of unem-
ployed wgrkers who receive no support either from the State or
from the Jocal authorities totals about a million and a half.

. Parallel with this deterioration in the economic situation of
Spain, which naturally hits. the toiling masses with particular
severity, there is a process of revolutionisation amongst the work-
ing class and peasant masses. The year 1933 saw tremendous
struggles on the part of the Spanish working class. Over .6,000
strike movements took place, including many local general strikes
and many strikes of great political significance, for instance, the
strike of the dockers in Seville last August, the strike of the trans-
port and building workers in Barcelona (not counting the three
anarchist putch movements on January 8, June 9 and December 8
which assumed the character of real revolutionary mass move-
ments in & number of districts) which gave evidence of the advance
of the reyolutionary movement in Spain and of the increasing
preparedness of the working class and peasant masses to fight for
their immediate demands. The masses refused to let themselves
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be diverted from their struggle either by the demagogic promises
of the socialist leaders or by the fierce campaign of peérsecutions
carried on by the government-—-the number of political prisoners
in Spain totals over 15,000.

The great finance capitalists and industrialists and the rich
agrarian bourgeoisie are becoming more and more aware of the
fact that the present regime cannot hold the masses of the workers
and peasants within the {ramework of *legality,” despite its very
definite fascist character although this is garbed with a pseudo-
democratic cloak. The bourgeoisie observes that the masses are
rapidly shedding their democratic illusions and that they are
beginning to take up the struggle for their own class demands,
and therefore the bourgeoisie is striving to crush the revolutionary
fighting spirit of the toiling masses by establishing an apen uscut
regime, a bloody fascist dictatorship.

The organisation of fascism in Spain is no longer a secret for
anyone. It is not a question of the hysterical mouthings of Dr.
Albinana or of the absurd claims of Primo de Rivera, the younger,
who has now left for Germany in order to hold a conference with
Hitler, nor is it a question of the ocrganisation of a “ Spanish
phalanx ” along the lines of Hitler's Storm Troops—all in all little
more than the antics of a handful of Spanish monarchists and
not to be taken seriously. BSpanish fascism has found a much
more dangerous organiser in the person of Gil Robles, the leader
of the “ Agrarian Action” (A.P.A).

Gil Robles, the leader of the strongest fraction in the Spanish
Cortes, is the cleverest and most logical organiser of fascism in
Spain. Despite his repeated declarations that he is no fascist and
that he opposes the fascist policy of Albinana and Rivera—with
whom he nevertheless cancluded an electoral alliance and with
whom he will unite—his whole policy is directed towards the
organisation of fascism and, what is more, fascism along German
lines. Gil Robles was in Germany for a number of months, by
the way, where he studied Hitler's methods and had a conference
with Hitler, who promised to send a number of national socialist
instructors to Spain ‘o assist Robles. In the meantime this
promise would seem to .ave been fulfilled.

Gil Robles’ “oppos..ion " to the Albinana and Rivera groups
is purely tactical; 1t is a clever division of roles. In fundamental
questions they are in complete agreement, but Gil Robles is cleverer
and more intelligent than either Albinana or Rivera, who openly
declare themselves to be fascists and demand the restoration of
the monarchy. Gil Robles declares that he " recognises” the
republican regime. He declares that he will take power only
along “legal” and “ democratic " lines in order then to reform the
constitution as *“antiquated.” But in the meantime he is organis-
ing fascism in order to seize power when the time comes should
he find the *“ legal path " closed to him.

Gil Robles is well aware of the fact that his hour has not yet
arrived. Therefore, although he is the leader of the strongest
parliamentary fraction, he 1s supporting the Lerroux government
because this government is pursuing his policy and because he
knows that at the momen{ an open and violent fascist movement
is impossible because Sp fascism has as yel no mass basis.
It is just with a view to secyuring this mass basis that he 1s organis-
ing fascism and subordinating his whole policy to this end.

He is exploiting the increasing unemployment, hunger and
misery among the masses of the workers and peasants and the
fact that the unemployed were completely ignored by the former
republican-socialist government which did nothing whatever to
alleviate the situation of the unemployed workers. In order to
secure the mass basis h requires for fascism he is exploiting the
growing discontent of the masses and their disappointment with
bourgeois ‘“ democracy.” In this way he hopes to win wide support
amongst the workers and peasants.

The recruiting of shock troops for fascism is being carried on
with all manner of corruption. The unemployed are being
promised work or offered alms. This recruiting is going on in
all sections of society from the Lumpenproletariat up to the better-
paid clerical employees. and even the professional pugilists are
not being forgotten.

Particularly characteristic of Robles’ methods are his proposals
for " supporting "' the unemployed which he has now placed before
the Cortes. The Bill »fjich he has submi:ted asks for the ridicu-
lously 1nadequate sum of 100 million pesetas and declares, inter
alia. the following —

“ Voluntary detachments shall be formed to organise a

voluntary labour service w carry out special nt; ll Wu-

work. These detachments shall Lve together in ‘baiM-

mg.s or camps, according W clrcumsiances.

“ Members of thest voltmtary labour service dmchmenh
shall receive support to oonsist of maintenance whilst in
service, the fare both ways from their place of living to the
camp, and after the completion of their work a supplementary
payment whose amount shali be ixed by a mixed commission,"
The majority of the workers recruited in this fashion are to

be used in the new afforestation scheme of the government It is
not merely a question of securing labour-power for the rich land-
owncrs at the cost of the State. It is not merely a question of
making a present of millions to the big financiers who would float
the loans necessary to carry out such work. It i slso not merely
a question of depressing the standards of living of the Spapish
landworkers and of the working class in general, becayse, of
course, such work would be miserably paid. The human material
for the organisation of fascism is to be mobilised in these * volun-
tary " labour service camps. mnmeanbemmm
the followtng passages of the Bill:

" The length of the working day ia mue camps shall be

the same as that officially fixed for other works. However, a

number of hours shall be devoted te the physical and mental

training of the volunteers.”

Physical and mental training of fhe workers in the w
of fascism means the ideological preparation for war and civil war
against the revolutionary movement.

Gil Robles is very well aware of the influence exercised on the
development of fascism in Germany by the parades and demon-
strations of the national socialists, and above all the influence they
had on the German youth, and therefore he is preparing similar
parades and demonstrattons in Spain.

A great demonstration of the youth organisations of the
* Agrarian Action” (A.P.A) is being organised to take place on
April 8, and Robles has chosen the Esoorial, the former residence
of the Kings of Spain in the neighbourhood of Iladrtd as the scene
of his first parade.

Gil Robles and the Spanish fascists reckon with the benevolent
toleration and support of the government, but they are not reckon-
ing with the fighting opposition of the Spanish workers to fascism,
but nevertheless, already fascism has had-to retreat on a number
of occasions in face of the fighting spirit of the masses.

From the first moment the Spanish fascists appeared on the
streets the Spanish workers and peasants, the anti-fascist workers’
and peasants’ militia formed at thé initiative of the Commanist
Party of Spain, demonstrated their fighting determination. The
parade planned by the fascists last year in Vallodolid could not
be carried out because the workers went on a general strike to
prevent the parade. Last week the workers in Madrid, 8eville and
other towns prevented the public sale of the fascist weekly news-
paper. In Madrid an armed collision took place between the revo-
lutionary workers and the fascists as a result of which one fascist
was killed and eight others wounded. A few days ago the fascist
author Garcia Sanchis, who carries on a fierce anti-Soviet cam-
paign throughout the country, tried to deliver a lecture in Bildao.
Despite the fact that he was provided with strong protection in the
shape of a detachment of the State " Storm Guards™ he was
unable to hold the proposed lecture. Oollisions occurred and a
number of people were injured. The matter was settled by a ghort
general protest strike by the workers of Bilbao. The united anti-
fascist front propagated by the Spanish Communist Party is grow-
ing everywhere and uniting larger and larger masses of the workers
and peasants—Communists, social democrats, anarchists and
workers without political affiliations—against the menace of
fascism.

On the other hand fascism is becoming daily ‘more and more
provocative. The happenings in Germany and the reactionary
successes at the recent elections in Spain have encouraged the
fascists. The fascist parade organised for April 8 represents a
provocation of all anti-fascists throughout Spain. If the fascists
finally attempt to carry their plan into action then April 8 is
likely to see a violent struggle.

The concentration and strengthening of the anti-fascist force.
must be carried out immediately, The anti-fascist workers’ and
peasants’ militia who will bear the chief brunt of the coming
struggle will undoubtedly give the Spanish fascists a well-deserved
lesson.
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After Dimitrov—Thaelmann ¢

' The Reichstag fire trial is now a thing of the past. The
execution .of Van der Lubbe and the refusal to permit his body to
be taken back to Holland conclude the chain of unexampled defeats
- suffered by the fascist incendiaries during the course of the
Reichstag affair. Thanks above all to the heroic attitude of
Dimitrov and to his exemplary conduct at the trial, the ariginal
roles as planned by the fascist stage-managers of the trial were
completely reversed. The fascist accusers became the accused and
the Communist accused became the accusers of the. fascist in-
cendiaries. The verdict of the Leipzig court and the summing up
of the president of the court which represented & hysterical declara-
tion of innocence on the part of the national socialists completely
condemned them in the eyes of the world.. No one throughout the
whole worid is able to accept the insolent contention of the German
supreme court that despite its inability to convict the Communist
accused, the Communist Party was neverthless responsible for the
burning down of the Reichstag. \

Van dér Lubbe was the only one who might ever have reveal
the secret of the Reichstag fire and who might have named the
accomplices which even the German supreme court was compelled
to admit he must have had. But Van der Lubbe's mouth was closed
for ever, just as before him Hanussen, Bell and Oberfohren, who
uso knew too much, were put out of the way by the national
socialist murderers. Had he been left alive Van der Lubbe would
have spoken. “According to the statement of a Prague newspaper,
Van der Lubbe did speak. He is reported to have protested
furiously when he realised that he was going to be executed and to
have accused “highly-placed personages,” although the national
socialists took good care to see to it that no representatives of the
press were permitted to be present at the execution. At some time or
the other the effect of the drugs which turned the garrulous, active
and boagtful anarchist into a-dull and insensate animal throughout
the trial, would have lost their effect. The fact that the national
socialist authorities refused to surrender Van der Lubbe's body to
his relatives aftér his execution is proof enough that there were
truces of poisonous drugs in his organs and that objective medical
experts would have been able to find those traces of the criminal
methods adopted by the German fascists.

Just as one crime inevitably drives the criminal on to commit
the next, so to~day the German fascists are themselves destroying
what little illusions the acquittal of the other accused were intended
to create concerning the existence of something like justice in the
Third Reich. . The three Bulgarians and Torgler have been
acquitied, but Torgler has been taken to a concentration camp, and
his fine “ defender,” Dr. Sack, has even had the insolence to assert
that this was done at Torgler’s request owing to the “ Communist
threats against his life,” a lie which Torgler himself has denied
energetically to foreign journalists.. Dimitrov, Popov and Tanev
are also still in the hands of the fascist murderers. trov’s old
mother has been rendered helpless and defenceless by the expulsion
of her interpreter and companion, and she has been cynically in-
formed that Dimitrov need -not wonder at his being: held in “ pre-
ventive arrest” in view of the insulting utterances he made to
Goering at the time of the trial. -

The international mass struggle for the release of our comrades
must not relax for one minute if we are to prevent Goering carrying
out the murderous threats he uttered against Dimitrov.

The German fascists are now planning to make up for the
failure of the Reichstag fire trial by the trial of the fmprisoned
leader of the Communist Party of Germany, Ernst Thaelmann.
According to all information which has leaked out the German
fascists are now doing their utmost not to repeat their mistakes in
the Reichstag fire process in connection with the trial ‘of Thael-
mann. A few days ago a note appeared in the “ Kreuz-Zeitung,”
obviously inspired by ‘the Ministry of Propaganda, to the effect
that the coming trial of Thaelmann was to be staged as a great
“show. process with sound-film recording and the sending of
workers’ delegations into the court-room.” :

But whoever might assume from this that the political ques-
tions which the president of the supreme ‘court, Buenger,
deliberately suppressed at the orders of higher authorities in the
Reichstag fire trial will now be dealt with at least in the trial of
Thaelmann, is making a great mistake. The German fascist leaders
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are well aware that to deal with these questions and, above all, with
the question of the estimation of the political situation in January,
1833, by the Central Committee of the German Communist Party,
would mean a new and decisive defeat for the leaders of the Third
Reich. The whole house of cards, painfully constructed by
Goebbels, according to which in the spring of 1933 the Communists
of Germany were planning an armed insurrection, would utterly
collapse. And just for this reason the plan of campaign of the

' Propaganda Minjstry is quite different. .

Any attempt to bring up and discuss the political questions of
the time is to be drowned in an ocean of the dirtiest personal
calumnlesagalnsttheleadero!meCommumstarmyof(reedomln
Germany. ; The rulers of Germany will not be particular in their
choice of weapons to this end. In the Reichstag fire trial they
mobilised theives, burglars and convicted moral degenerates to
perjure themselves side by side with the highest ministers of the
fn.scistgovpmment.. The new galaxy of criminals which is to be
presented at the trial of Thaelmann-is no better. Goebbels, of the
Propaganda Ministry, is planning to pour the whole flith over the
head of the leader of the Communist Party of Germany at his trial,
which has /been invented by the impotent and poisonous hatred of
the Trotskyist and Brandlerist bankrupts and by the social fascist
watch-dogs of capitalism in order to discredit the leader of the CP.

But they will discover that they have miscalculated. The
German workers, and not only the German workers, know who
Thaelmann is. The German proletariat recognises in him, in the
Hamburg transport worker, a true son of his class. The workers of
Hamburg in particular—as was shown clearly only a few weeks ago
by &an appeal issued by Hamburg social democratic workers on
behalf of Thaelmann—have been able to observe the proletarian
revalutionary development of Ernst Thaelmann at close hand,
begithning with his activity in the youth and later in the trade
unions step by step until he became the leader of 'the Communist
Party. Not even the greatest wave of filth and slander will be able
to reach up and smirch the beloved figure of the leader of the
German working class, who is a true proletarian revolutionary who
never for one moment lost touch with his class.

The working masses of Germsny know that it was Ernst Thael-
mann who 'pointed out to them the socialist path out of the crisis
by proclaiming the programme' of the Communist Party  for
national and social freedom. g

The poor peasants of Germany know that it was Ernst Thael-
mann who lent expression to the will to live of the poor peasant
masses oppressed by the junkers and by the intolerable weight of
taxation in the peasant relief programme of the Communist Party.

The Communists of Germany and of the whole world know
Ernst Thaélmann as the Bolshevist leader of the second largest
party of the Communist International, as the passionate defender
of the Soviet Union and of proletarian internationalism. They
remember how in the heart of French imperialism, in Paris, he
addressed a tremendous meeting of Prench workers and opposed
the chauvinist incitement of the French and German bourgeoisie
with proletarian internationalism and how he called on the French
and German workers to fight jointly against the Versailles treaty.

Ernst Thaelmann, whose whole life has been devoted to the
working class, never for one moment considered his personal safety
or his personal advantage. He did not leave the German workers
in the lurch at the moment of danger as the cowardly social faseist
leaders did when the Hitler dictatorship was set up with the
assistance and thanks to the treachery of the social fascist leaders.

‘He remained with the German workers up to the 1ast moment of his -

freedom and fought with them for their emancipation. .

The hatred of the fascist murderers against Ernst Thaelmann
is their hatred of the coming proletarian revolution, at the thought
of which they tremble. They hape to strike a blow against the
cause of Communism, the only hope of the oppressed millions of the
working people, in striking a blow against Ernsf Thaelmann.

Let us prove now in Germany and throughout the whole world
in hundreds and thousands of demonstrations of every conceivable
variety the unshakeable solidarity of the international proletariat
with Ernst Thaelmann, the leader of the coming Soviet Germany.
Based on the confidence of the million masses of the workers
throughout the world, Ernst Thaelmann wilt defeat the fascist
murderers before the court as Dimitrov defeated them in the
Reichstag trial. One Dimitrov was not enough for them? They
shall have another one.

After Dimitrov—Thaelmann? We are prepared!

|
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Seventeenth Party Congress of the C.P.S.U.
Opening of the Party Congress
Moscow, January 27, 1934. greeting bursts from a thousand hearts: “ Long ilve Stalin! Long

The Seventeenth Party Congress of the CP.S.U. opened yes-
terday amidst animated bustle. Long before the opening the
spacious, renovated hall of the large Kremlin Palace was filled
with delegates. The hall now presents a more austere and
majestically simple appearance. The clumsy gilded splendour
has been removed. The columns, escutcheons and the gallery
have disappeared. The dust of several centuries has been swept
from the walls. The hall has become bright and spacious. *

Above the tribune of 'the Presidium, between sombre lines ot
columns, stands Lenin's white bust. At three o'clock the delegates
began to take their seats” In the front row sit the delegates from
Moscow, Ukraine, and Leningrad. Then come the delegations of
the Bolsheviks from the North Caucasus, the Urals, Siberia, Trans-
caucasia, Kasakstan, Central Asia and other districts, regions and
Republics.

Here in this hall are assembled the best sons of Lenin’s Party
—Bolshevik organisers and leaders of the masses, of the great
workers’ and peasants’ country, builders of industrial fortresses,
created by the first Five-Year Plan, militant commanders, watch-
ful sentries of the proletarian dictatorship, leaders of the kolchos
masses, workers in the political departments of the Machine and
Tractor Stations, fighters for Bolshevik transport, new people who
have come to the fore in years of industrialisation and collectivi-
sation.

Separated in groups, the delegates engage in animated con-
versations, recalling years of struggles and victories between. the
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Congresses. They exchange experi-
ences. Old comrades meet who fought and worked together.
Beneath the tribune a group is engaged in conversation, awaiting’
the opening of the Congress. Among the groups are Comrades
Kaganovitch, Ordjonikidse, Voroshilov, Kossior, Andreyev, Posty-
shev, Shkyryatov, Mikoyan, and Gorki. On the steps leading to
the Presidium sits Kalinin, writing something quickly in a note-
book and looking round the hall now and then.

It is four o'clock. Many thousands of delegates and visitors
in packed rows fill all the places in the hall, the corridors and
newly built gallery. There remain several minutes to the open-
ing of the Congress. Comrade Molotov appears at the Presidium
table and is enthusiastically greeted by all present. Then a
thunderous ovation as Stalin appears from the side of the hall.
All present rise and greet the leader of the Party, the undaunted.
courageous continuer of the work of Lenin, the great general of
the proletariat. A regular whirlwind sweeps the hall and a mighty

Opening Speech of

Three and a half years have elapsed since the Sixteenth Con-
gress. A comparatively brief period has elapsed since the Con-
gress which placed in the foreground the task of developing and
carrying out to jan end the offensive against the capitalist ele-
ments. We may now say that these years were filled with strenuous
struggle of the working cless against the enemies of Socialism.
They were years of gigantic growth of our industry and the
creation of heavy industry as the basis for the technical re-equip-
ment of the entire national economy. They were years of power-
ful construction of collective farms and Soviet farms, and of
desperate resistance to the new regime on the part of the last
capitalist class namely, the kulakdom. These years are marked
by tremendous victories of Socialism in our country.

The Party consolidated the working class and millions of
peasants under the banner of the broad offensive of Socialism and
the completion of this offensive. Under this banner we carried
on the struggle for the realisation of the first Five-Year Plan.
Despite the croaking of our enemies as to the inevitability of the
collapse of the Five-Year Plan, the Party succeeded in bringing
the Five-Year Plan triumphantly to a close in four years. Now
our country has a powerful industry, is equipped with such a
technique and such a machinery as enables it to turn out in the

live the Central Committee, the General Staff. of Bolshevism! ™.

Lenin's Party stands more solid and mighty ‘than ever, con-
solidated round its leaders. The strength of the Leninist Party
is indestructible. This sounded in the ovations repeatedly dnkmx
the arches of the tremendous hall.

Molotov, in his opening speech, delivered in a -hushed hall,
first deals with the three years that have elapsed since the 8ix.
teenth Party Congress. He speaks of the Party successes, of the
plots of its enemies, and the determination of the Soviet. Union
firmly to repulse the violators of peace. He speaks of the second
Five-Year Plan and of Stalin. Again the. Congress greets the
leader's name, a wave of applause develops into a mighty. roar
when Molotov announces that the Congress is opened.

The first speaker is Comrade Khrutchev, secretary of the Moscow
city Party Committee, who, on behalf of delegations {from regions
and Republics, submits the proposals. the electian of the Pre-
sidium consisting of 45 members, ,of the secretariat consisting of
17 nxunbers.o(meednorm«:ommudonumembem and the
mandate commission 16 members.

There then begins the reading of the list of candidates pro-
posed for the Presidium. Each name is greeted with loud applause
from the delegates. Stalin’s. name again evpkes an ovation. The
Presidium, as well as the other leading organs of the Party Con-
gress, is confirmed. The members of the Presidium uke their
places.

The agends is thereupon unanimously ldoptcd —

(1) Report of the Central Committee, rapporteur Comrade
Stalin; report of the Central Revision Commission, rapporteur
Viadimirsky; report of the Central Contral Commission and of the
Workers' and Peasants’ Inspection, rapporteur Rudsutak; report
of the delegation of the CP.S.U. in the E.C.CI., rapporteur Com-
rade Manuilsky.

(2) The plan of the second Five-Year Plan, rapporteur Com-
rades Molotov and Kuibyshev, .

(3) Organisational questions (Party and Soviet, comt.rucuon)
rapporteur Comrade Kaganovitch.

(4) Election of central argans of the Party.

The Chairman, Comrade Molotov:

“We come now to the first item on the agenda, the report of
the Central Committee of the Party. I call upon Comrade $talitn
to address the Congress. The Congress rises and greets the leader
of the invincible Party of Lenin. The ovation lasts several
minutes.

Comrade Molotov

future an abundance of everything that is needed for the technical
re-equipment of all branches of national economy—of industry
itself, of agriculture, transport, as well as for strengthening the
defensive power of our country. The successes in carrying out
the first Five-Year Plan prepared the basis for the practical
realisation of the gigantic tasks of the second Five-Year Plan, the
Five-Year Plan for the complete abolition of caplhlln ¢elements
and classes generally.

We have already initiated the struggle for the mnnum of
the tasks of the second Five-Year Plan, and the present Party Con-
gress must say its final word as to the programme of the second
Five-Year Plan, the Pive-Year Plan for the building of uuch-lm
socialist society.

Since the Bixteenth Congress the ﬁght for the uqumuOn of
the kulaks as a class proceeded under the banner of the broad
offensive against the capitalist elements. In accomplishing this
historical task we succeeded in overcoming not a few difficulties
on the way to socialist construction in the village. The present
Co assembles at a moment when the collective farm organi-
sation in the village has finally triumphed, and step by step is
doing away with the remnants of the kulaks. We have succeeded
in attainipng huge successes in agriculture by a correct policy and

|
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great organisat.lonal work of the Party in the vu!age. by defeating
the kulaks and by the struggle for the organisational and &co
consondat.ion of collective and Soviet farms. The exceptionally
good hb.rve.yt of last year is an indication of these successes. The
prospect of a prosperous and ursl life for tens of munona d
collective farmers is opened and is already being realised. -

There are still a good many unsolved problems. We stm
* have extremely backward branches in our economy. Our advance
and mastering of the recently created new technique and new
industries is far from adequate. But one thing is obvious and
cannot be disputed: The land of the Soviets is triumphantly over-
coming each and every difficulty in its path and unswervingly pro-
ceeding in the direction of rapid economic and cultural rise to
ever greater and greater well-being of the workers and the peasant
masses. ‘Therein consists the fundamental difference between the
1&nd of the Soviets which is building Socialism and the bourgeois

States with their capitalist social order. While during all these
years our country has proceeded undeviatingly along the path of
rapid edgnomic rise, the capitalist countries up to now have been
unable to extricate themselves from the world economic crisis,

which has 'brought with it an enormous increase in the misery
and unemployment ror the workers and all toiling masses of these
countries.
. While the facts of every fresh day speak about innumerable
and growing:-forces of ‘Socialism in our country on the other hand
" the world economic c¢risis and the growing revolutionary struggles
of the workers against capitalism and bourgeois dictatorship pro-
vide innumerable proofs of the approaching collapse of bourgeois
capitalist soctal order. "That is why there prevails in our country
in the working class and in the entire mass of toilers the firm
‘faith in their causé dand growing enthusiasm for the building of
Socialism. The workers and ‘collective farmers welcome the Seven-
teenth Congress of Lenin’s Party with exceptional enthusiasm.
Our Congress is linked up by thousands of ties with the works,
factories, mines, collectiye and State farms as a Congress which
expresses thé strivings of millions of workers and collective
farmers and their firm will to fight for-the complete victorv
Socialism in our country. Our Congress will mobilise and rally
the masses more and more closely around the Bolshevik Party,
around theé leader and organiser of our victories, Comrade Stalin.
(Prolonged applause.)
our Congress will call forth” ‘an ardent ‘response beyond the
borders of the Soviet Union, in the hearts of millions of prole-
. tarlans and oppressed’ colonial peoples. We will tell them: we
indissolubly connect our fight for the victory of Socialism with
the revolutionary struggle of the workers of the vhole world
against capitalism.

While we have many millions of true friends among the
workers in the other countries, we naturally have sworn enemies
in the camp of the imperialist forces. Lenin taught us that
sooner or later those forces will be found in the camp of imperial-
ism which will once more go over to an open attack against the

land of Socialism. In the years which have passed we had re- ;

peatedly to reckon with the approag¢h of the war danger. To-day
particularly in connection ffth the sityation in the Far Bast, we
must intensify our watchfulness ang preparedness to defend the
great achievements of the October revolution. While undevigt-
ingly pursuing our policy of peace and consolidation of peaceful
co-operation with other States, we must take particular care of
the fighting capacity of our glorious Red Army. (Stormy
applause.)

The Congress assembles ten years after the death of the out-
standing leader and organiser of our Party and.the socialist revo-
“lution—Lenin. There is not and cannot be anybody in the ranks
of our Party who does not understand that only on the basis of
the practical carrying out of Lenin’s teaching, on the basis of
realising Lenin's policy, could the Party obtain the great victories
An this period. In the consistent realisation in practice of Lenin's
teachings lies the great merit of our Central Committee “ead-A
by Comrade Stalin, the true follower of Lenin who continues his
work. (Loud applause.) During these years the Party has repeat-
edly repulsed the attacks upon its Leninist general line, attacks
coming from opportunists of various shades. The Party has
become more steeled in this fight against Right and * Left ' oppor-
tunists. The Party is mobilised in order still further to carry on
more persistently the fight against all opportunist waverings

During the last period the Party carried out a cleansing of
many of its organisations, focussing on the struggle against

nomic '

enemies and other elements who have wormed themselves into
the Party. It has got rid of nerates, double dealers, and those
who violate Party and Soviet disciptine. Our Party, which does
not allow 'itself to become giddy by victories, is now setting before
itself as-its present task, on the basis. of thorough Bolshevik self-
cﬁzmlm, to intensify in every way the fight against shortcomings
in the work of all organisations of the proletarian dictatorship, a
fight against bureaucracy in all our organs and, above all, in the
economic State apparatus, whose fighting capacity must be made
commensurate with the political tasks confronting it. The most
important task of the Congress is to solve the organisational
militant tasks of socialist contruction and the further strengthen-
ing of the leading role of the Party in this entire construction.
Our country has become a country of powerful industry, a country
of collectivisation, a country of victorlous Socialism.

Our Leninist Party, which i3 leading the entire work of social-
ist construction, is steadily growing and becoming stronger as the
vanguard;of the Communist International.

Long live the Party of Lenin at its Seventeenth Congress!
Fotward to new victories undér the leadership of the Leninist
Central ¢ommit|:ee with Comrade Stalin at its head! (Stormy
applsuse all rise.)

Greetfhgs of the C.P. of Germany to the Party

Congress of Socialist Victories

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Germany,
in the name of the Communist Party and of the revolutionary
proleta.ridt of Germany, sends to the CP. of the Boviet Union, as
the leader, the first and the best’ orgamsahon of the Bolsheviks in
the Communist International, the warmest revolutionary fighting
greetings' on the occasion of its Seventeenth Party Congress—the
Party Congress of socialist victories.

The results you have achieved in the victorious building up
of socialiQm are magnificent. The people of the Soviet Union, and-
with them the whole of the revolutionary world proletariat, can
look with pride on these achievements. Never in the history of the
world was it possible for the nations—split up into ¢lasses—nor
was it eVer possible for the capitalist mode of production to
achieve such gigantic successes in building up industry and
agriculture, such a rapid tempo and such a high level of quality.

All the bourgeols theories of ‘capitalist economy belng neces-
sary and the only economy which promises any success, have been
cru.shmgly refuted by the great successes of your socialist-planned
econamy, its progressiveness and tremendous superiority. This is
all the more significant, as precisely at the present time, in view of
the deepening of the general crisis of capitalism and of the situ-
ation in Europe, Asia and the whole world, which is pregnant with
war and revolution, hundreds of millions of people are seeking a
way out from the capitalist chaos, from the fascist terrorist regime
and trom the wars and war devastations which are inseparably
bound up with capitalism, through the proletarian revolution.

The work of your victorious October Revolution, which com-
menced under the leadership of the steel-hard Bolshevik Party with
the giftel and unforgettable leader Lenin at the head, and con-
tinued with Comrade Stalin, Lenin’'s best disciple, who is faithfully
devoted to the working class, at the head, achieved a series of
world-historical victories in the building of socialism, towards Com-
munism And the classless soclety.

The working class of the whole world will recognise from your
work that on one-sixth of the globe socialism is not a Utopia, but a
reality. They must recognise from your work that there is only
one way 'to socialism—the way of victorious proletarian revolution,
of the digtatorship of the proletariat, of the Soviet Power!

The proletarian revolution drives away the big capitalists, ex-
propriates them, wrests power from them and destroys their
terrorist State apparatus. The proletarian revolution transfers the
factories, banks and big landed estates into the hands of the-
workers and peasants. The proletarian revolution creates a new |
type of State, the Soviet Power, the only demccratic form of State.
The victorious armed rising of the proletariat clears the way and
lays the foundations for the erection of socialism.

Socluusm that is the prelimjnary stage of the classless society,
which dges away with the system of rich and poor, of exploited and
exploiters. This you have attained, comrades. We in Germany
want to achieve this. With you there is no fascism. With you
soclallsnj prevails.
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You have built thousands of undertakings and opened the
gates of new factories to twenty million workers. We have twenty
million unemployed in Germany.

You have set up millions of collective farms on the land and are
leading the rural population to a happy life. We have an agrarian
crisis, The land held by our small peasants is encumbered with
debts. It 1s expropriated by the junkers and the fascist dictator-
ship.

With the power of the trade unions you have promoted socialist
construction, raised the standard of living of the masses, pursued
the path of cultural achievements, and trained the masses for
collective action. With us fascism has destroyed the trade unions,
forcibly removed the factory councils, produced cultural barbarity
and incarcerated over 150,000 workers, peasants, small shopkeepers
and intellectuals in prisons and concentration camps.

These are two systems. In your country you have sociahsm—
steadily increasing well-being and culture! In our country we have
ocapitalism—faseist terror and starvation!

You workers, peasants and artisans in Soviet Russia have at-
tained the real and true community of the people, the broadest
unity of the people, because with the overthrow of capitalism you
have created the prerequisites for class unity.

With us the fascist “ community of the people " means that the
rulers spend as much on one meal as a worker earns in a week,
while for the workers horse flesh, herrings and dried potatoes are
becoming the daily fare. )

With the overthrow of the exploiters in your own country you
have created a fatherland, a native country. The workers and
peasants have everything that is worth defending. In Hitler Ger-
many, where there prevails a double robbery by our own and
foreign capitalists, the workers and toilers have nothing, and also
nothing whatever to defend. They can obtain their social emanci-
pation only by first overthrowing the enemy in their own country.

If the German working people wish to attain socialism and
well-being, if they wish to create a real native country which is
worth defending, then they must unswervingly pursue the path of
social revolution.

The so-called “ national revolution ”” in Germany is the greatest
development of the dictatorship of the reactionaries, of Thyssen,
Siemens, Kloeckner. The proletarian revolution under the leader-
ship of the Communist Party—that is the social revolution which
leads to socialism.

With you there is no fascism, with you socialism prevails, be-
cause the Party of the Bolsheviki gained the victory over the social
democratic, Menshevist splitters and over all opportunists, rallied
the majority of the working class under its flag, and became the
Bolshevist Party, the only mass party of the Russian proletariat.

With us the social democracy succeeded in maintaining the
split in the ranks of the working class and led the German prole-
tariat, not to socialism but to fascism. All their theories and those
of their assistant, the counter-revolutionary, Trotsky, have miser-
ably collapsed. The work of the Soviets triumphs over the pro-
faners of Marx and the enemies of Leninism. The social demoeracy
is attempting to continue its disruptive work to-day. It sabotages
the daily struggle, the anti-fascist united front of the workers. It
uses sham-revolutionary slogans such as “via the dictatorship of
the proletariat as a transition stage to democracy,” and in a
deliberately slanderous manner places the Soviet system on the
same level as the barbarous regime of fascism. Inspired by the
example of the victory of the Russian working class, we shall in-
crease our efforts in order to win our social democratic class com-
rades in the factories, workshops, and offices for Bolshevism, to
destroy the main buttress ot the bourgeoisie in the camp of the
working class.

Comrades! The successes vou have achieved in socialist con-
struction are the result of irreconcilable class struggle. The more
resolutely socialism steers towards the classless society and inspires
the proletariat of the whole world in its struggles, the more strongly
the Soviet Union, as a factor of peace, disturbs the imperialist war-
mongers, the more furiously the imperialists strive to commence
the imperialist robber and class war against the Soviet Union. The
government of Goering and Hitler, the government of incendiaries,
has together with Japanese 1mperialism become the chief war-
monger. We assure you that we feel ourselves one with the prole-
tariat of the Soviet Union and its victorious Red class army in the
determination, together with the workers of the whole world, to
destroy any capitalist robbers who attack the Soviet Union

Ourhﬁ)'u(dhmmemchImdummwa
Bolshevist mass struggle before the outbreak of war, for the oon-
version of imperialist war into civil war, furnishes:-the guarantee of .
the victory of revolution in connection with war. Our Party has
therefore set itself the task of opening among the workers, the

are essential for the conduct of war, and above all of establishing
as soon as possible independent class trade unions. ‘
Comrades! Hatred against the regime of the fascist execu-
tioners and wage-cutters is growing from day to »
German working masses. In Germany, inspite of all the umvc. a
new revolutionary upsurge is beginning. By means &f
trade union rates of wages, uunnrobmolrdlelmdm
and compulsory contributions, for unrestrieted election of independ-

ent factory councils, against taxation robbery and ms duties,
against militarisation and terror, our Party i8 increasing the hatred
against fascism and arousing the will to power a the masses
of workers. We ar¢ propagating our social and nati emancipa-

tion programme as the only programme of salvatior) from fascism,
starvation and war. W¢ are propagating the political mass strike,
the general strike and the armed rising of the
class for the overthrow of the fascist dictatorship,
many. Your tremendous socialist victories are a4 w pon !or us in
the fight for power. For they show the workers: —

that Communism is ‘the only salvation for

thét only the unity of the working class on the!buls of unn
ism-Leninism leads to victory;

that there is no such thing as democratic * Wesk-European " or

“national * sociallsm but only a proletarian’ international

soctalism; ’ C
that it is possible to build up socialism in one try and that

1t is realised only through the proletarian revoluu ; the dictator-

ship of the proletariat, the Soviet Power.

The example of the Soviet Union is the enmldo: Bolshevism|
Under the leadership of the C.P. of Germany, which, thanks to the
active support of the C.P.8.U. and through the valusble work of our
imprisoned leader, Comrade Thaelmann, has " to be &
Bolshevist Party, the German proletariat will follow| the path of the
Russian October Revolution. {.

The Communist Party of Germany greets the Party of Lenin
under Comrade Stalin's leadership in brothcrly{ unify on the
occasion of its Seventeenth Party Congress with the cry:—

Long live Bolshevism! Long live October! Lonfl!n the Seviet
Power!

CenhﬂConmlﬁeedmmnﬂMy“m.

The Architect of Socialist Society

By Karl Radek (Moscow) 1

Ten years have passed since immediately aftér the death of
Lenin Stalin stood in the great amphitheatre of the Grand THeatre
in Moscow and solenmnly promised that the Communist ‘Party of

- the Soviet Unijon would remain true to the heritage of Lenin In

the struggle against capitalism, that it would continue this struggie
unswervingly to a victorious conclusion on the' basis of the
solidarity of the international proletariat, on the! slliance of thé
workers and peasants, by consolidating the dictrtorsl\lp of the
proletariat and guarding the unity of the Leninist ranks jeaously.

For Lenin the victory of socialism meant the arganisation of a
socialist society. In the last articles which he wrote before his
death Lenin stressed with all possible vigour that the organisation
of socialist production in the Soviet Union was pdssible, and that
neither the cultural backwardness of the country nor the predomi-
nance of peasant production in it was an invincile hindrance to
this. He pointed cut expressly that the Soviet Union had within
its frontiérs “ everything necessary and. in -umam quantities *
for this purpose.

The opposition against Stalin, who unfurled: the banner of
socialist construction as the immediate task of the October Revo-
lution, came forward with various arguments. In ifact this opposi-
tion was no more than an echo of the attitude of the Second
International with its disbelief in the possibility df soctalism.

Up to 1917 the international proletariat had /not vet entered
into the stage of an fmmediate and direct struggle for power and
for the realisation of socialism. Up to the Octob¢r Revolution all
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the revolutionary struggles of the- proletariat had been no more
than attempts to guide the democratic revolution into the chan-
nels of the struggle for socialism. They were historical advance-
guard struggles. These attempts did not end victoriously for the
proletariat.. : >

The leaders of the Second International were not engaged in
preparing the workers for the proletarian revolution. Kautsky,
Guesde and the others looked down with contempt on the
careerists whose dreams were centred on cabinet positions, but in
reality they were flesh of the same flesh and blood. of the same
blood, for to them also a real struggle for socialism was unthink-
-able. The Russian Menshevists looked down with contempt on
the European reformists, but when it came to the point they proved
themselves to be also_nothing but the hangers-on .of the bour-
geoisie, nothing but the advance-guard of the bourgeoisie in its
struggles against the. proletariat. When they declared that the
victory of the socialist revolution in Russia was impossible owing
to the cultural backwardness of the country, and that such a
victory was possible only in the highly-developed capitalist coun-
tries, they were saying in effect: we cannot proceed beyond the
bourgeois republic with its reformist ministers.

The opposition against the idea put forward by Lenin as early
as 1902 In his discussion with Plechanov that the proletariat could
be victorious even if it was in the minority provided that it suc-
Aeeded in securing the support of the proletarian revolution by a
peasant war, the opposition against the idea of the possibility of
the building up of socialism in one country alone, was in fact the

result of the dishelief in the possibility of a victorious socialist ~

revolution in the given historical stage. If, as the Trotskyists con-
tend, the proletariat in the Soviet Union is not in a position to
build, up socialism, whilst in the countries of Western Europe the
forces of the revolution are still in the stage of development, then
the only conclusion which can be drawn is that the hour of the
socialist revolution hias not yet arrived.

That section of the Bolshevists which declared Stalin’s pro-
gramme for the building up of socialism in the Soviet Union to be
an improvisation, a utopia, and even the abandonment of the
international tasks of the revolution, proposed in effect the aban-
‘donment of any attempt to build up socialism. Under the guise of
internationalism they proposed that the proletariat of the Soviet
Union should abandon its own international task, namely, the
vacilitating of jthe birth pangs of the international proletarian
revolution as the result of the victorious building up of socialism
in the Soviet Union, by the building up of a classless sacialist
system of society. d )

With this the opposition cut itself off from the essential
character of the Leninist party, because, in contradistinction to
all the parties of the Second International, the Bolshevist party
had been built up by Lenin as an instrument in the struggle for
socialism. In the period of the bourgeois-democratic revolution the
Bolshevist Party did not forget its socialist tasks and it regarded
this period as no more than a stage in the struggle for socialism
The party of Lenin could not follow the lead of those who repre-
sented the survival in its ranks of the prejudices of the Second
International. The Bolshevist Party followed Stalin and his sup-

. borters because by insisting unswervingly on the carrying out of
Lenin’s teachings concerning the building up of socialism in the
‘Soviet Union he was continuing the work for which Lenin had
created the Party in the first place. Stalin became the leader of
the Bolshevist Party, for he was the leader of the struggle for the
continuation of the work of Lenin. Socialism, which thanks to
Marzx had been transformed from a utopia to a science, guided tie
proletariat under Lenin’s leadership in the struggle for power.
Ajter the proletariat had seized power and consolidated its
economic position it began, under the leadership of Stalin, to carry
.socialism into practice.

Stalin utilised and developed the lessons of Lenin concerning
the uneven débelopment of capitalism as the basis for the conten-
tion of the possidility of the building up of socialism in one country
alone. This fact alone would be sufficient to demonstrate the
historical significance of Stalih as the successor of Lenin. But the
great service rendered by Stalin in developing the strategic plans
of Lenin was followed by a further great service: Stalin carried
Lenin’s strategical plan into. practice in great historical struggles.
. Thus Stalin not only led the proletariat in the struggle for the
carrying out of, so to speak, the national tasks of the October
Revolution, but he also created a socialist bulwark for the inter-

national proletariat and thereby facilitated . the énternational
victory of socialism. Thus Stalin became the great architect of
’ - . L] B -

The social conditions which have made Stalin what he is and
assured Bim his place in the history of the struggle for working-
class emq‘ncipation, may be summed up by saying that more than
any other pupil of Lenin he is flesh of the flesh and blood of the
blood of the Leninist party. .

A son of the working people, Stalin rebelled against the
slavery the religious seminary in which he spent his early
youth. plunged enthusiastically into the study of the algebra
of the rg'volut.ion and quickly grasped that the most important.
driving force in the revolutionary struggles and the sole leader of:
those struggies must be the proletariat. As a result of his studies
to rally the workers in petty-bourgeois Georgia and to
them away from the various petty-bourgeois groups
which claimed their allegiance not only under the guise of
socialism, but even under the guise of Marxism. There were ‘com-
paratively few workers in Georgia, even less than in Russia proper,
and-‘the task of winning them and securing the hegemony in the
revolutionary struggle for them seemed utopian. However, this did
not.dismay Stalin, who had thoroughly grasped the lesson of Marx
concerning the proletariat as the demiurge of history, and he con-
centrated all his efforts on to this task because only its victorious
achievement could guarantee the victory of the revolution.

The carrying out of this task demanded an uncompromising
struggle against opportunism, and Stalin steeled himself in a tire-
less struggle against the multitudinous groups of the petty-
bourgeois movement. This school of struggle - through which
Stalin passed in his youth has left ineffaceable traces upon him.
One of the chief characteristics of Stalin as the leader of the
proletariat since that period is his great and unshakeable
thoroughness in the solution of fundamental problems. A second
characteristic of Stalin was also developed in these early struggles
in Georqla., namely, his keen watchfulness for all evidences of
opportunism. With these first results of his “ socialist accumula-
tion,” an accumulation to which he continually added, Stalin
began the task of organising the workers of Baku. Whilst engaged
in this task he went through a further decisive stage in his
development.

His basis of operations was a powerful centre of the working
class, ong of those tremendous reservoirs of proletarian energy
which later on were to break up Czarism and capitalism. How-
ever, at that time the proletariat of Baku was nationally divided
and cultyrally very backward, but this did not deter Stalin. ' His
participation in the struggles of the workers of Baku provided
Stalin with his first great experience of that tremendous reservoir
of energy represented by the modern working class.

It was in this “ Black Town,” a town of impoverishment and
misery, of Asiatic exploitation, of national bickerings and
antagonism, the home of tens of thousands of the slaves of capi-
talism, which forged in Stalin the iron and unshakeable belief in
the working class which made it possible for him to take over
fearlessly the task of building up socialism in a backward country.
In Baku he learnt how to forge the nationalistic and mutually

. antagonigtic sections of the working class into one great united

army of fighting proletarians. In Baku Stalin learned indepen-
dently to master the nationality question in a way that only Lenin
of the other leaders of the proletariat could. -~

It, was in Baku that Stalin developed into the leader of the
international proletariat. Baku is on the borderline of Europe and
Asia, and Baku was a centre of international capital import. The
Nobels, the Rothschilds, the Deterdings, the Urquharts, and the
other sharks of international finance capital were at work there.
Persian and Turkish peasants streamed into Baku and were joined
by fugitive Armenians from Asia Minor. Brutally exploited, these
toilers from Asia learned from their Russian fellow-workers the
A.B.C. of the revolutionary struggle. Whilst engaged in the work
of organising these multifarious masses Stalin grasped the inter-
national role of the Russian proletariat—to absorb the lessons of
Marxism from the West and to pass them on to the masses of the
East.

" In the period of the Stolypin reaction Stalin entered the field
of Russian politics proper, into the international arena. Stalin
was in the front ranks of the disciples of Lenin in the struggle for
the maintenance of the revolutionary aims of the proletariat when
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the Menshevists threw off the revolutionary mask and passed from
their propaganda for an alliance with the liberal bourgeoisie to
propaganda in favour of adaptation of the aristocracy of labour to
Czarism. In his theoretical study of the nationality question Stalin
went far beyond the bounds of his practical experience in Russia.
He fought not only against the Georgian federalists, the men-
shevists and the others, but exposed also the then rising stars of
the Second International, Otto Bauer and Karl Renner, in a clear
and briluant analysis of the opportunism which concealed itself
behind a mask of Marxism. It was at that time that Lenin's
attention was directed to Stalin, and from then onwards Stalin
became Lenin's nearest co-operator in the struggle.

Stalin was removed from leading positions in the Bolshevist
movement again and again by the agents of Czarism. Again and
again he was flung into prison and sent for many years into banish-
ment, and in this period he became one with the main cadres
which the Leninist party was build.ng up in illegality and in the
legal organisations as none other of Lenin's disciples did. At
illegal meetings and conferences, at the discussions of the editors
and contributors of the “ Pravda,” in discussions with the workers’
deputies in the Duma, in the cells of the Czarist prisons, in secret
discussions on the way to places of banishment, he tested all the
links in the party chain, he discovered the strong points and the
points of leverage, he learned to know the qualities of the bricks
which were later on to serve in the building up of the Soviet power.

Released by the February Revolution, Stalin set to work to
inform himself rapidly of the situation and of the tremendous
work which had been performed in the meantime in Lenin's
laboratory from which he had been separated so long. Hand in
hand with his great teacher and with unshakeable coolness Stalin
joined in the work of organising the Party of the working class for
the struggle for victory. This unshakeable coolness did not desert
him for one moment. At the Sixth Party Congress which was held
illegally at a time when the rulers of the moment had been vic-
torious he announced openly that the aim of the coming revolution
was the building up of a socialist society.

Stalin grew and developed in the struggles which formed the

Party and brought it victory. Stalin embodies all the historical
erperience of the Party. The teachings of Marx and Lenin were
not merely theories which he had adopted as a result of his study
in books; they were the generalisations of the experience of his
own life which was a part of the life of the fighting proletariat.
Only the combination of a clear, far-seeing Marxist-Leninist concep-
tion with the most intimate connection with the main cadres of
the Party which led the revolution could have created the revolu-
tionary leader capable of taking Lenin’s place.

The leader of the proletariat is selected in the struggle for the
fighting policy of the Party, in the struggle for the organisation of
the coming struggles. Stalin, who under Lenin had been one of
the most prominent leaders of the Party, became the recognised
and beloved leader of the revolution as the result of an inner-party
struggle of great fundamental significance. Two questions formed
the centre of this struggle: is Marxism-Leninism a uniform and
indivisible strategy which guarantees the victory of the proletariat.
and is the building up of socialism in the Soviet Union possible?
In this struggle Stalin mobilised not only the main forces of those
who had g~me through the whole historical development of Bol-
shevism.  the millions of new Party members.

T .ae: party struggle which lasted four years not only
rev Totsky from the leadership, a man who had always been
a ‘c the nucleus of the Bolshevist Party, but also those
eieNic..s of the old Leninist leadership who lacked the necessary
understanding of Leninism and the will and courage to lead the
millions of workers and peasants under Stalin's guidance into the
struggle for a new and higher stage in the development of the
revolution. The victory of the Leninist Central Committee with
Stalin at the head was the preliminary condition for the laying
d. vn of the fundament of socialism.

In a backward capitalist country the working class can seize
power it the bourgeoisie is weak and unorganised and if the work-
ing class itself is sufficiently strong and sufficlently steeled in the
struggle to lead the masses of the peasantry against the bour-
geoisie. But it can build up socialism only if it first creates a
modern large-scale industry. This was Lenin's lesson and it was
supported by Stalin as early as 1921. For Stalin the whole first
period of the New Economic Policy and the strengthening of
peasant agriculture was nothing but a means to mobilise sufficient

4

forces in order to advance {rom the stage of the miserable
nag to the stage of large-scale ipdustrial machinery.
In the period when the first Five-Year Plan was still being
drawn up all the difficulties inevitably f{acing the
industrialisation inevitably arose. It was necessary
wave of enthusiasm throughout the country. The slogan
criticism which Stalin flung into the fanks of the proletariat mes
with & powerful response. The appeal for socialist !
and Jor the formation of shock brigades el loose powerful sireams
of working-class energy. ) '
But the situation in the villages was more difficult. The Kulaks
began not only to resist the process of socialist industrialisation,
buta.lsotoorgmisemosesecuoqso(mepemnuyvhom
dependent on them materially and ideclogically for a struggle
against the Soviet power. This struggle of the Kulaks agaiust the
S3oviet power not only roused all the remnants of the bourgeoisie
In the Soviet Union to increased activity, but it also.found a
res:l)xor)se even amongst certain sections of the Conununist Party
itself. // '
The right-wingers craked that

shaking the iron discipline of the Lenimist party it was opening
the door for the victory of the Kulak counter-revolution. How-
ever, the right-wingers supplied the Kulpks with their fighting
slogans and became directly the agency of the Kulaks in the
of the party itself. The determination with which Stalin
out the Five-Year Plan and liquidated the Kulaks as a class was
an erpression of an invincible confidence in the correctness of the
lessons of Lenin concerning the possibility of the building.
socialism in the Soviet Union,

The first task was to mobilise 'milliards -of roubles, that is
say, a tremendous accumulation of suppiies, raw materials
labour-power. Never in the history of humanity has s State in

tmes of peace collected such a mass of values in such a short
space of time.

i

prophesied that the whole aflair would end up like the tower of
Babel. Where would the: Bolshevists be able to obtain suoh
quantities of qualified workers, joremen and engineers as would

- be necessary to carry out such tremendous plans? However, the

capitalist world was not quite certain of the justification of its
own prophecies and therefore it decided to take a hand in the
game and accelerate the development of the tremendous construc-
tive work into the prophesied confusion. ’

At the instructions of the general staff of the wcrld bour-
geoisie, the old lackeys of the Russian bourgeoisie, noted
scholars and engineers who had been permitted by the pro-
letariat to continue at their jobs, began to mix up the cards
to draft false plans, to create difficulties for future develop-
ment, to cause obstructions of all sorts and to deflect the:work
into a blind alley. At the same time they drew up a plan to
destroy the constructive work completely {n case of a war of inter-
vention on the part of the international bourgeoisie against the
Soviet Union.

But the sabotagers bad reckoned withont their Host. With the
ecagle eye of its class mistrust the proletariat observed the machina-
tions of the class enemy and the iron hand of proletarian justice
fell heavily and destroyed the plans of the wreckers. The posts
occupied by the traitors were taken by the new proletarian ‘genera-
tion of engineers. They had not the training and experfence of
the old engineers, but they had a burning destre to fulfll the wil
of thelr class. Stalin issued the new slogan of catching up énd
passing the advanced countries of the capitalist world on the fleld
of {ndustrial technigue. The Soviet Union experienced a
tremendous cultural repolution. -

The idea of collectivisation means & tremendos transforma-
tion not only in the economic life of the country, byt also of tradi-
tional customs and habits which have existed obgtinately for a
thousand years and more. Stalin’s rex ing .on the wjctory of
the collective farms turned out fo be well-founded. It was based
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ot the growing strength of the victorious proletariat. It was based
on an appeal to the intelligence of the peasants as toilers, upon
the power of the organisation which represented the interests of
these scores of millions of toilers and must lead them to a life of
well-peing and cuiture. And finally it was based on confidence In
the ocapacity of the Bolshevist Party to manceuvre on the
tremendous-fields of the 8oviet Union. b

- ‘Based upon the great growth of industry and on the increased
activity of the masses of the poor peasants the Communist Party,
having smashed the opposition of the right-wing capitulators led
by Bucharin, Rykov and Tomski, proceeded under the leadership
of Stalin to make a direct attack along the whole front against
the capitalist elements in the villages. Bocialism gained its first
fundamental victory in the villages. The collective farms embraced
the majority of the peasant farms.

The second attack of socialism on the capitalist elements in
the -villages began.  The land was covered with a network of
tractor and agricultural machinery stations. And In order to
strengthen this front the Party created the Political Departments
connected with these tractor and machinery stations and wtthJ the
Soviet farms, .

‘The ertent of the sowings and of the harvest in 1933 demon-
strated to the world the second great victory of socialism in the
villuges. It proved to the world that the great mass of the col-
lective farmers were now cohvinced of the stability of the collec-
tive agricultural movement and of the advantages of the move-
ment for the peasants, that they regarded the collective agricul-
tural movement as the path to a new life of well-being and culture.

In order to achieve in five years a task for which normally
fifty years would have been necessary an unparalleled wave of
enthusiasm on the part of the masses of the toiling people was
necessary. The rate of development laid down in the Pive-Year
Plan and the degree of exertion necessary to carry it out were not
fixed arbitrarily by Stalin. .

By laying down the basis of socialism the Soviet Union struck

a deadiy blow at the capitalist world which was writhing in the
throes of its deepest and most severe crisis. Sialin and the Central
Committee of the Communist Party know that the world bour-
geoisie is not prepared to let the building-up o] soctalism be com-
pleted in peace. The years which have followed the death of Lenin
have at the same time been years in which world capitalism has
armed itself feverishly. This fact has faced the leaders of the
world revolution with Stalin at their head with the task of arming
the builders of socialism in their own defence. This task was com-
pleted in the years of the first Five-Year Plan. &
' Standing on the Lenin Mausoleim surrounded by his nearest
collaborators Molotov, Kaganovitch, Voroshilov, Kalinin and
Orjonnikidze, Stalin in his simple military greatcoat surveyed
critically and thoughtfully the hundreds of thousands of prole-
tarfans who marched past the tomb of Lenin with the firm step
of the advance-guard of the future victors over the capitalist
world. He knew that he had fulfilled the promise that he had
made ten years ago at the|timeof Lenin’s death. The whole of the
working masses of the Soviet Union and the international revolu-
tionary proletariat know it t0o. .

Unshakeable confidence arises like a great wave towards the
rock-like figure of our leader, the confidence of the workers of the
world that the general staff of ‘the coming victorious world revolu-
tion is assembled around Stalin on the plinth of the Lenin

Fight Against Imperialist War

The Danger of War in the Balkans
By B.

The tremendous ‘crisis which is shaking the whole capitalist
/world has also smashed a breach in the Versailles system in the
Balkans. The capitalists and rich landowners in the Balkan
countries are relying more and more on the war card to help them
out of their difficulties. In most of the Balkan and Danube
countries the extreme chauvinist and reactionary imperialist
groupings have already got the State power in their hands. The
seizure of power in Germany by Hitler and the resultant rise of
a flerce wave of chauvinism and nationalism, the increased
activity of Itallan Imperialism in the Balkans, and the appear-
ance of Great Britain with revisionist proposals have all increased
the tension in the State ot Southern Europe almost to breaking

point. In addition to this, the fear of capitalists and rich land-
owners of the soviet revolution in the countries of the Balkans
causes them to make headlong for war as the only way out. The
situation in the Balkan countries is so charged that the topic ot
war is on everyone’s lips as though it were something expected
at any day.

French imperialism, which, together with its vassals Yugo-
slavia, Rumania, Czechoslovakia, Poland and Belgium, is striving
to maintain the Versallles system intact, is compelled to carry on
a struggle on two fronts—against the expansionist activities of
fascist Italy and fascist Germany. This struggle can be seen
clearly in the Balkan States and in the basin of the Danube,
where the economic, political and strategic spheres of interest of
the hostile revisionist and anti-revisionist imperialist groups
collide with each other and where, in addition, there is an ex-
treme intensification of the internal class and national antagon-
isms

In recent years the Italian-Yugoslavian antagoi , the in-
fluence of Italy in Hungary and Austria and the eff of Italian
imperialism to dominate Albania, Bulgaria and G have led
to an increasing intensification of Franco-Italian an nism.

‘In its efforts to gain a firm footing in the Italian

imperialism collides with Yugoslavia, a product of the Versailles
Treaty, which under the slogan “ The Balkans for the Balkan
People! ”!is striving to establish its own hegemony on the Balkan
peninsula. Italian imperialism is therefore now pursuing an
energetic policy of isolating Yugoslavia. With this aim in view
Italian imperialism is doing everything possible to draw the
peoples plundered and badly treated by the Versailles Treaty—
Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, Hungary and Austria—into the orbit
of Italian policy and to surround Yugoslavia with a ring of hostile
States all opposed to the Versailles Treaty.

In order to prepare for war more effectively the imperialists
are compelled to adopt all sorts of complicated methods and
manceuvres. Italian imperialism, which is carrying on a struggle
to secure a revision of the Versailles Treaty, whilst at the same
time brutally oppressing the Croats and Slovenians in Istria, the
Germans in South Tyrol, and the colonial peoples in Italy’s
African colonies, is also doing its utmost to exploit the discontent
of the Croats, Montenegrins, Macedonians and Slovenians, who
are groaning under the yoke of Versailles, in order to create &
military bloc in the interests of Italian imperialism. On the

. other hand, the Pan-Serbian imperialists who shed bitter tears

over the wrongs of their suffering brothers, the Croats and Sloven-
ians in Istria, are busily engaged in consolidating the Versailles
yoke and consolidating their own power over the Croats,
Slovenians, Macedonians and Montenegrins, and they aim at con-
quering Istria, Trieste QGorizia under the guise of a war of
emancipation. They are not only exploiting the national revolu-
tionary movement in /Albania against Italian imperialism, but,
under the pretext of '“emancipating Albania from the Italian
yoke” and under the slogan “the Balkans for the Balkan
Peoples! ” they are preparing to occupy Albania and to seize the
Aegean harbour Salonica and to  establish their undisputed
hegemony over the Balkan Peninsula.

Italian and German imperialism are acting jointly in their
struggle against the division of the world dictated by the Treaty
of Versailles. However, the formation of a permanent imperialist
bloc between Italy and Germany is rendered very difficult owing
to the conflict of interests between the two powers in the basin
of the Danube and in the Balkans.” The interests of German
and Italian imperialism are contrary not only in Austria. Not
only a unification between Germany and Austria would be op:
posed to Italian imperialist interests, but also Germany's attempts
to penetrate economically and politically into the Balkans and
the Near East.

In the meantime French imperialism is paying considerable
attention to the question of consolidating its interests in the
Balkans, ‘as its position there offers it the valuable possibility of
a basis for attack against both Italy and Germany, and in con-
sequence it is doing everything possible to strengthen the Little
Entente. Undoubtedly French imperialism has been very suc-
cessful in securing uniformity in the war preparations of its vassal
powers.

The main pillars of the Little Entente are military, co-opera-
tion, a struggle against all attempts to revise the Versallles Treaty.
and a struggle against the growing * Hydra of revolution.” How-
evér, it must be pointed out that French imperialism has not suc-
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ceeded in creating a solid economic basis for the “ unity " of the
countries of the Little Entente. This was seen clearly at the last
economic conferences of these countries. This fact is being taken
into careful consideratior by the leaders of German and Italian
foreign policy in their expansionist aims in the Balkan countries.
The relations between the Versailles and the anti-Versailles pewers
are being strained narticularly as a result of the most important
items of i1mperialist antagonsms in the Balkans. The Balkans
with their intense national and class antagonisms and with their
differences in the ranks of the ruling class concerning the form
and methods of fascism are becoming more and more like to a
boiler under intense pressure and likely to blow up at any moment.

The situation in the Balkans bears the character of the eve

of a new imperialist war. and it behoves the working masses to

strengthen their struggle against nationalism and chauvinism and
against the danger of war. The working masses in town and
country must combine their daily struggle in wage questions, in
questions of working hours, taxation and national oppression with
an energetic struggle against the imperialist war policy of their
rulers. Organised actions against the preparations for war must
be carried out. The struggle against the war-mongers and against
the danger of war must be combined with the struggle against
the remnants of the feudal system and against national oppres-
sion with a view to precipitating the agrarian and national revo-
lution in the Balkans.

In view of the struggle which has now begun for and against
the Versailles Treaty we must bring forward our own plan for
the abolition of the whole Versailles system against both the
imperiklist group opposing the Versailles system and the other
group which supports Versailles. We must show all the oppressed
peoples of the Balkans the path to national emancipation which
has been successfully taken by the peoples of the Soviet Union.

The U.S. Flight to Hawan
By O. G. Bosse (New York)

The flight of six naval airplanes from California to Hawali
on January 11 was of great military significance.
longest not-stop mass flight yet made, exceeding the longest hop
of the Balbo fleet by one-third, though the latter started with
four times as many planes. The 2,400 miles flown took 25 hours,
averaging 100 miles an hour and attaining 120 at times. Both
Japanese and American military experts acknowledged at once
the value of the flight for the coming war in the Pacific. The
distance from Hawaii to the Philippines is 3,400 miles, with a
number of islands on the way, and such planes flying from the
Philippines could easily bomb Japanese cities, and possibly do so
even from Hawalii.

The planes were reported to be ordinary patrol seaplanes of
a U.S. Navy flight squadron, large twin-motored VP bombers with
crews of 30 officers and men. They are equipped with a large
number of bombs and so heavily loaded with gasoline that it
took over two hours for some of them to get off the water. Pre-
cautions similar to those in the Balbo flight were taken, warships
being stationed every 300 miles along the route, and each plane
being in radio communication with the ships and with each other.
Advantage was taken of very fine weather, though fog set in
later.

Commander McGinnis, in charge of the squadron, stated that
enough fuel was left to continue on to Midway Islands, 1,200 miles
nearer Japan, though fuel consumption figures were kept secret
as being of military importance. Two years ago patrol planes
meade the flight from Honolulu to Midway Islands and returned
to Hawaii. Last September McGinnis' squadron made & non-stop
flight of over 2,000 miles from Norfolk, Virginia, to the Panama
Canal Zone. These planes will remain in Hawaii, and will bring
the total number of patrol planes there to 48. They will take
part in the semi-annual advanced base operations, during which
the air fleet will manceuvre on all the Hawaiian islands.

Japan reacted immediately to the flight, its military officials
characterising it as creating “an entirely new situation in the
Pacific.” What they meant, of course, was that Hawaii was now
only a day’s journey from the U.8., instead of many days; only a
stop on the route to Guam, the Philippines and Japan—a direct
threat to Japanese cities How closely Japan followed the flight
is shown by the fact that Japanese oil tankers “haopened” to
arrive in San Francisco just as the squadron left; also that she
had many unofficial observers at Honolulu to report the arrival
of the seaplanes. American military experts halled the flight as

It was the-

evidencing the practicability of ding any number of such squagd-
rons from the US. “in ¢ time of nationhl emerpenéy.” Tha sir
bases built and under co in the Philippines, the Alew-
tians Islands in Alaska, etc., e. it comparatively easy for
modemn bombers to attack either Japan or Siberia, b g

One press report states that the planés that made thd UB.-
Hawaii flight (made by Consolidated Aircraft) are of the same
type that are being sold to Chiang Kai-shek. A description of
Curtiss pursuit planes, called Curtiss Hawks, was published in the
“New York Times” on January 14. Since Nanking is under the
thumb of the U.S., especially in case of war against Japan or the’
U.SSR. it is significant to read that Chiang has at least 50 of
these bombers, which are more powerful than any Japan has,
They each carry 500 pounds of bombs, two machine guns,
have a top speed of 200 miles per hour, and are stressed for diving
up to 350 miles an hour. !

The U.S. is designing pursuit and bombing planes which, it
is claimed, will be 90 miles an hour faster than present planes,
and attack planes 70 miles faster. Both, the “ New York Times"
states (12-3-33), are ready for production if and when orders are
placed by the army and navy. The Aeronautical Chamber of
Commerce, representing nine-tenths of the industry, are
Roosevelt to set aside 79,000,000 dollars of so-called public works
funds for purchasing war planes. This is in additian to hundreds
of millions already set aside from these#ources for warships, the
army and aviation. _

The five-year aviation plan of the Navy Depsrtment calls for
1,000 planes, of which 919 were on hand last July. Since the plan
was adopted, an airplane carrier, an airship and 15 cruisers have
been built which will need 212 more planes. Seven; ships now
under construction will also need planes. At the end of last
the navy ordered 21 new planes with a fuel range of over
miles; 20 such planes had been delivered earlier in the year
sibly the ones that made the Hawallan flight). The annual
of the navy's Bureau of Aeronautics discloses the fact that
are being made for the complete standardisation
navy air equipment, to put all the forces on a war basis

American militarists are excited because British and French
“ disarmament " agitation is conbentrated on cuts
of bombers. They say that this is because u
there. Its Martin bombers, for example, are said to be “far and
away superior to anything yet shown in the
(*“New York Times,” 1-17-33), having a
200 miles an hour.

Both Britain and the U.S. claim to be in fourth
in military aviation. The 1933 report of the War Départment,
however, admits that the US. total air strength (army and navy)
ranks it second or third. It adds: “Moreover, and very import-
ant, lying behind our Air Corps is an industrial capacity for alr-
plane manufacture exceeding that of p. 833
France and Italy spend one-sixth of
alr forces, Japan one-eighth, but the ar
Department boasts that “no other arm of service of our army is
relatively so well prepared as is the Ah"Corpa. o R
situation minimises, and under presen
ates, the possibility of unsupported air attacks of any
being launched against the U.S." (pp. 33-33.) of
war planes in the US. is given at 2,853, compared with 4,000 in
France.

But commercial planes are to a_great extent really military.
The “ New York Times " aviation editor says (1-7-34) in this con-
nection: “ The great British transports and French air-liners are
designed as bombers and troop carriers, whose secondary import-
ance is their earning capacity as commercial planes. Hence the
argosies of Imperial Airways and Air France are a'l bombers,
stressed for bombing loads, built under the eyes of military men
Therefore the scrapping of the lumbering biplanes now classed as
‘bombers’ would mean very little if war should come, because
of the overnight conversion of the commercial planes to military
duty.” This writer, in close touch with the military authorities.
admits the same is true in the U8, ’ )

The American military Boeing and Martin bombers grew out
of the Boeing monomail, and the new Douglas commercial plabes
“are holding the attention of both the army and navy.” The
latter company’s Northrop attack plane ag well as its new ones
are outgrowths of air mail and fast passenger transport planes.
These facts show that any estimste of war plane strength fmust
consider commercial planes, or it is worthless.

;

1



162 : Internationdl Press Correspondence

No. ¢

The Decisions of the XIIL. Plenum and their Concrete Application

The Crisis and the Perspectives of the Fascist
Dictatorship

By Sepp Schwab

~

The Thirteenth - Plenum of the E.C.CI, in its resolution,
placed on record that a revolutionary world crisis is maturing,
and that the capitalist system is profoundly shaken all over the
world. The difference in the estimate of the present international
situation from that of a year ago appears most clearly when it
is remembered that at the Twelfth Plenum of the E.C.CIL, in
September, 1932, a revolutionary situation could be pointed out
for a part of the capitalist countries (China and Spain), or the
rapid maturing of the prerequisites for the revolutionary ecrisis
(Germany and Poland) ’

The increasingly desperate efforts of the bourgeoisie to check
the revolutionary upsurge of the working class by the application
of fascist methods of rule and the establishment of an open fascist
dictatorship'in the heart of Europe, and to make preparations for
the redivision of the world by means of armaments and war pre-
parations, are opposed on the other hand by the mighty economic
and political increase of power in the Soviet Union, which serves
to stimulate ‘the hatred and the war-mongering of the most re-
dctionary and aggressive 6f the imperialist powers. But this
power, and its clear ‘proletarian peace policy, have become the
strongest bulwark of the world’s peace, the greatest preventive
of war. The existence of this power in itself inspires the class
struggle of the proletariat, which is rising to a higher stage.

... The Thirteenth E.C.CI. Plenum arrived at its conclusion re-
garding the maturing of a revolytionary world crisis after a very
' thorough discussion and a Marxist-Leninist analysis of the whole
economic and political situation in the capitalist countries and
the Soviet Union. Every detail of the phenomena presenting a
certain possibility of overcoming the lowest point of the economic
-crisis in & number of branches of industry in the leading capital-
ist countries during 1933,-and of the existing, though slight, in-
créase of production in a number of countries as compared with
1932, as also, on'the other hand, of the elements intensifying the
growth of the general crisis of capitalism, especially the increasing
urgeé of the proletarian masses towards the seizure of power, was
carefully weighed and judged. =

The peculiarity of the present situation lies in the fact that:—

(1) The existence of certain possibilities for -.overcoming the
lowest point of the economic crisis is accompanied at the same
‘time by a general aggravation of all the antagonisms and all the
factors ‘of the general crisis of capitalism, to an extent rendering
this crisis a revolutionary world crisis.

(2) The interweaving of the economic with the general crisis

of capitalism has already led-to such an aggravétion of the general.

crisis, that even a stagnation of the .economic crisis, or an actual
economic revival, is only of a temporary character, and does not
lead to a weakening.-of the general crisis of capitalism.

'(3) On the contrary, the measures taken by the bourgeoisie
for overcoming the lowest point of the economic crisis—measures
taking as a rule the form of political interference in economy,
forcible measures in favour of monopolist capital, drastic reduc-
.tlon of the standards of living of the broad masses, autarchy,
‘nationalisation of debts, armaments and preparations for war—
are measures bound to lead at the same time to an aggravation

_of the general world crisis, to an ineréase of class antagonisms
and of the antagonisms of interests within the bourgeoisie.

(4) Precisely during the past year the opposition between the
two worlds, the capitalist and socialist worlds, the imperialist
states. and the Soviet Union, underwent a great change in favour
of the Soviet Union, and to-day overshadows the whole capitalist
economy of the world. The struggle among the imperialist states
is cxec!sively dominated by this opposition. The class struggle

" between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat in the ecapitalist
countries 1s being decisively influenced in favour of the working
class by this opposition. .

t

The factor of decisive importance for the struggle of the
working class all over the world at the present juncture is not the
existence ‘of certain possibilities for overcoming the lowest point
of the economic crisis by the bourgeoisie, but the rapidly growing
aggravation of the general crisis of capitalism, its -increasingly
political character, the accelerated approach to a revolutionary
world crisis. : .

The‘developments in Germany in the course of a year of open

fascist dictatorship demonstrate clearly and strikingly precisely

this fact of the profound aggravation of the general crisis, in spite
of the existence of \a certain stagnation in the development aof
the aggravation of the economic crisis. The fascist dictatorship
has been able to take advantage of the split in the working class
brought about by social democracy: for the purpose of smashing
all the mass organisations of the proletariat; with the aid of the
trade union bureaucracy it has been able to carry dut the incor-
poration of the trade unions; and with the aid of unprecedented
terrorist methods it has been able to reduce further the standards
of living of the toiling masses to the advantage of the employers
and of monopolist capital. But the fascist dictatorship has not
been able to crush the revolutionary party of the proletariat, the
C.P.G. It has not been able to prevent the beginning of a new
revolutionary upsurge. And, in spite of all, incorporation and
concentration camps, it has not been able to do away with the
class struggle. p

On the contrary, the class antagonisms are acuter to-day than
they were a year ago. And, what was not the case a year ago,
masses of the petty bourgeoisie are 'beginning to turn away from
the fascist dictatorship and to turn towards the revolutionary
proletariat. Hatred is growing in the warks and factories.
Actuated by the desire to divert the growing hatred of the masses
into other non-revolutionary channels, even Catholic priests
mount their pulpits to speak against the ruling regime.

The fascist dictatorship has placed an abundance of power
in the hands of monopolist capital such as has never been pos-
sessed in any country by such a small upper stratum of the bour-
geoisie.  The decisively important parts of the whole economic
apparatus of the bourgeoisie are controlled to-day by financial and
monopolist capital. The whole state power is exclusively in their
hands. They have hundreds of thousands of armed terrorist
bandits at their call. And yet the fascist dictatorship has not
been able to solve a single one of thése problems for the solution
of which the bourgeoisie placed state power in the hands of Hitler.
The parasitic nature of the ruling upper stratum, and of its eco-
nomic system, has become more self-evident than ever. And the
antagonisms in the camp of the bourgeoisie, if not so plainly
visible as & year ago, are not less than they were at that time.

The work provision programme 0f the fascist dictatorship, the
decisive ‘measure by which it hoped to be able to obtain a per-
manent mass influence, has, in spite of an increase of production
in & number of branches of industry, proved a failure in principle,
since it"has become evident that the system of putting the whole
of the workers on short-time with reduced wages, with the aim
of increasing production, is not leading to the desired result. The
work provision programme has proved a failure from the moment
it became apparent that, in spite of the enormous advantages
granted to employers, the number of persons given employment
could not keep pace with the figures proclaiming the victorious
abolition of unemployment.

The ‘stimulation of production, as a measure earried out by
the methods of force and robbery against the working class, has
proved a failure further demonstrating the unstable position of
the fascist dictatorship.  Between | June and November over a
million workers were thrown out of 'work, in December alone the
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number was 350,000. The fascist rulers are unable to induce their
emploevers to keep the workers over the winter in the interests
of the maintenance of fascist rule. Practically all that is left of
the work provision programme of the fascist dictatorship is the
reductions in the wages and salaries of the workers.

The further decline in the income of the working class, even
as compared with 1832, hus been accompanied by developments
showing that for the peasantry and the middle class, too, the
measures taken by the fascist dictatorship have had only a tem-
porary effect, and that the measures taken have improved the
position of a small minority at the expense of the great mass,
resulting in the further aggravation of a!l antagonisms. The
bankruptcy of the work provision programme has at the same time
rendered apparent the bankruptcy of all its promises to aid the
peasants and the middle class.

During the year of fascist dictatorship the German bourgeoisie
has not been able to bring about any alleviation of the pressure
of the Versailles system in its foreign policy. The German bour-
geoisie has achieved no successes in its foreign policy. The
aggravation of the whole crisis of the Versailles system has led
to an aggravation of the whole of the imperialist antagonisms in
Europe. Germany has become the seat of the conflagration of
the coming new world war. Germany 1s the motive factor driving
towards war for the whole of Europe. The burdens incurred by
the preparations for war, thrust by German fascism on to the
shoulders of the toiling masses, are greater than the burdens of
reparaticns payments have ever been.

The increasing acuteness of all antagonisins has brought with
it an extremely acute situation for the German bourgeoisie. Its
foreign political situation is considerably worse than it was a year
ago. A year ago. for instance, the possibility of a peaceful affilia-
tion of Austria to Germany still existed. but to-day that is no
longer the case. To-day any attempt to force this union would
mean the commencement of a European war.

The German bourgeoisie has succeeded 1 reducing to a mini-
mum the sum of interest and debt which 1t has to pay abroad.
It appears to have been successful, in spite of
credit infiation, 1 hiding from the masses the factors of the
cpen inflation.  But the German bourgeoisie has not been able
to annul its debts, it has énly shelved them for the moment. 1t
has not been able to limit the elements of the growing danger of
inflation. A total income of 40 milliard marks at most is opposed
by an increasing circulation of paying media dncluding bills of
exchange and cheques) of about 15 to 18 nulilard marks. The
amount of the current and frozen credits amounts to approxi-
mately double the total annual income of the whole population.

Economically, financially, home and foreign politically, the
situation of the German bourgeoisie has worsened vis:bly in the
course of the year, and the elemeints of the growing acuteness of
the general crisis of capitalism have increased. The German bour-
geoisie has not been able, with the means placed at its disposal
by the fascist dictatorship, to prevent the further accumulation
of revolutionary indignation among the masses. The struggle
carried on vy the CP.G. during the past year against the fascist
dictatorship hus forced the bourgeolsie and 1ts fascist dictatorship
to measures and manceuvres which have made the weakness of
the rulinig regime more conspicuous than ever in the eyes of the
masses, and have made the masscs mcre determined than ever
to secure the overthrow of this regime.

The decisively important factor in the present situation is
that—under the influence of the siruggle of the working class
under the leadership of the CP.G.,against the fascist dictatorship
—-every economic-political measure. ¢very measure taken to secure
the political leadership of the bourgeovisie in the struggle of the
two classes and of the two worlds, must become a €isruptive
measure, accelerating the overthrow of capitalist rule

The bourgeoisie, in reorganising its tottering dictatorship
by fascist methods, with the object of creating a firmly welded
power, takes a measure which under present conditicns leads not
only to the intensification of its class terror, but to the strength-
ening of the elements leading to the disorganising of its power.

To-day it is not a quesion, as at the time of Lhe establishment
of the fascist dictatorship in Italy, of a transition from a revolu-
tionary crisis to a partial stabilisation. but a question—as the
revolutionary upsurge 1n Germany again proves—of the seizure
of power by the workers and peasants in Germany, of the transi-
uon from the end of the capitalist stabilisation to the revolution-
ary crisis in the whole warld.

The Labour Movement

the conunued

The Fight of the British Mmers for Wage

Increases .
By A A

In connection with the expiration of the collective agreement
of the miners of South Wales and Lancashire at the end of
January, the nuners in these districts, and the mass of the miners
as a whole, are very sharply confronted with the question of bo'
to achieve the restoration of wage cuts.

The masses of the miners are more and more firmly stating
that the time has come to put an end to the uninterrupted offen-
sive of the mine owners. The masses of the miners are more
insistently demanding an increase in wages. The leaders of the
miners’ organisations, afraid of this growing movement for in-
creased wages, are persistently opposing it with all kinds of pre-
scriptions for improving the situation of the miners. The resolu-
tion adopted at the December Conference of the Miners' Federa-
tion of Great Britain sums up all the “demands " of the leaders
of the miners' trade unions. The resolution places the question
of the creation of a “national” apparatus for the regulation of
questions applying o wages in the foreground, demands that. the
government put through a new law ahout minimum wages, &
minimum which would take into account the increase in prices
since 1914.

All these proposals as a whole are directed against the in-
terests of the masses of the miners. A national organ for the regula-
tion of wages exists for railroad iransport, and all its activity has
already shown in practice that 1t entirely defends the interests of
the bourgeoisie. Did not the " wage board " of railway transport
adopt decisions to lower the wages of the railway workers in
Ireland in 1933; did not the “wage board " adopt a decision to
lower the wages of the railway workers of England in 1933, a
decision which was not carried 1nto eflect owing to the firm resist-
ance of the masses of the workers, owing to the courageous strike
of the 5,000 Irish railwaymen, which lasted about two months?
Such “wage boards,” like all organs of class collaboration, all
ostensibly “impartial " organs such as the Chambers of Industry,
Industnal Courts, etc., etc., entirely and unconditionally defend
the interests of the bourgeoisie, and are created only for the pur-
pose of “democratically " covering up this offensive of the bour-
geoisie upon the working class. The Ministry of Labour, in its
official report, itself acknowledges that there was & lowering ol
wages in almost all branches of industry in 1933, as in the pre-
ceding years, as a result of the “ mediation " of these organs.

The whole resolution adopted by the majority of the Confer-
ence of the Miners' Federation of Great Britain once again con-
firms the fact that not only the day-to-day practice of the reform-
ists is directed towards betraying the interests of the masses of
the workers, but that all the “principles” of the trade union
bureaucrats basically contradicl the interests of the masses of the
workers. .

But the masses of the workers are less and less inclined to
believe their official leaders. The masses are more and maore in-
sistently raising the question of getting an increase in wages by
means of struggle, and that the joint action of the army of 700,000
miners can make the mine owners put a stop to their constantly
developing offensive upon the miners and have thé formet rates
of wages restored.

At the M.F.G.B. Couference the voice of the miners in South
Wales was strongly heard in the speeches of Comrades Evans and
Horner, who demanded the organisation of a struggle for the in-
crease of wages, and exposed the policy of the leadership of the
Miners' Federation of Great Britain as a policy betraying the
interests of the masses of the miners.

This question of the increase of wages must be m the centre
of all the demands of the miners. The miners came out in favour
of and fought for the introduction of the seven-hour day, for more
safety in the mines, and so on, and will continue to do so.

But the basic demands which can mobilise the masses at the
present moment are the demands for increasing wages, the pay-
ment of a minimum weekly wage, as the only path for the defence
of the interests of the entire army of the miners who are nof
working a full week.

The miners of South Wales will fight for the conclusion of a
national collective agreement, because an end must be put to
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splitting up the forces of the miners, which was instituted by the
Baldwin government in 1926, because a national collective agree-
ment will create tire condition for a united struggle of the 700,000
miners of Great Britain. But the struggle for a national collective
agreement should not Serve as a brake for the immediately deve-
loping struggle of the miners of South Wales—the South Wales
miners shopuld immediately defend theid basic demands the
demand for increased wages.

The struggle of the miners of South Wales should serve as a
starting point for the struggle of the miners in all the coal districts.
Numerous miners' strikes in separate mines in all the coal dis-
tricts of the country show the fighting spirit of the masses of the
miners. and confirm the readiness of the miners to defend their
interests by all means. The miners of the other districts of the
country should give notice for termination of their agreements
and join the struggle of South Wales.  In Scotland, the United
Mine Workers' Union have already announced their readiness to
terminate the collective agreement and to carry on an active
struggle in defence of the interests of the mass of the miners.
The example of the United Mine Workers of Scotland should be

-followed by all the districts, all the lodges that are really prepared

to defend the interests of the mass of the miners. The miners of
Scotland, Yorkshire, -Durham, and other districts should bear in

. mind that the joint struggle with South Wales is the best
guarantee of a successful struggle. They must not postpone
matters for a single hour or a single day, but must commence
vigorously to make agitational and organisational preparations
for a joint struggle with South Wales.

The fight of the miners will also be a lead to the entire work-
ing class, many sections of which are now raising demands for
increased wages. The Executive Committee’ of the South Wales
Miners’ Federation now consists of working miners, including
several militants. The Executive Committee exprcssed itself in favour
of increased wages at.its meeting of December 30, but at the

same time the representatives of the press were informed that the °

Executive Committee is * for peace.” The militant members of
the Executive Committee should explain to the workers what posi-
tion they took at this meeting, as the masses of the miners
expect that their new Exccutive Committee will defend their in-
terests. It is necessary to prepare in the lodges for the struggle
to set up committees of action where possible and to establish close
contact with the unemployed miners. Concrete demands in ‘ac-
cordance with the interests of the unemployed miners should be
put forward alongside of the general demands for the introduc-
tion of the seven-hour working day without a reduction in wages
in the mining industry and demand the withdrawal of the new
bill on unemployment insurance.

The struggle for preparing and organising the action of the
miners should be accompanied with strengthening the Rank and
File Movement and the drawing of new followers into the ranks
of this movement.

Together with South Wales and Lanarkshire, all out for the
struggle for an increase in wages, for upholding the miners’
standard of living, which has been reduced by the decisions of
the arbitration boards, the partial attacks in the separate mines,
and the general increase in prices of Iood

The Wage Cutting Oﬂ'ensne of Swedish Social

Democracy
By K. J-n (Stockholm)

In the past year the Swedish employers, with the active assist-
ance of the social-democratic party and trade union leaders, have
continued their offensive against the workers, which was launched
at the beginning of the crisis. « Wage cuts ranging Irom 5 to 30
per cent. have been imposed on almost all categories of workers.
Unemployment has not declined, as is shown by the following
figures:—

October 31, 1931 16.4 per cent.
October 31, 1932 21.8 per cent.
Octaober 31, 1933 20.2 per cent.

The building workers are not mcluded in these statistics, as
they have been on strike since April, 1933, so that the number of
unemployed has in reality considerably increased also in the past
year. Output shows a decline of nearly 10 per cent. in the past
year. s}

The worsening of the general situation can also be seen from
the fact that the number of those in search of work is continually

‘the struggle was left in their hands,

rising; to every hundred who have been provided with work it
amounted: in 1931 to 257, in 1932 to 395, and in 1933 to 538.

“ Fackiorewungsrorelsen,” the organ 'of the trade union federa-
tion, put’' forward at the beginning of the year the slogan that
strikes must ot course be avoided as far as possible.

In the majority of labour conflicts the social democrats have
assisted the employers in carrying out wage cuts. In shipping,
the reformists were unable to prevent a strike in spring, which
was decided on by a 90 per cent. majdrity, but the leadership of
that they were able to
prevent the strike of a big portion of the mercantile fleet. They
initiated secret negouations with the employers behind the backs
of the strikers, and suddenly concluded a fresh agreement, ac-
cording to which the old wage rates were reduced by 5 per cent.
When Lhe seamen demanded a ballot vote and refused to accept
the agreement, the social-democratic and Brandlerist trade union
leaders agreed with the shipowners upon the introduction of a
black list in order permanently to ncumlse all the adherents of
the revolutionary opposition.

The captains of the steamers were instructed to engage only
those seamen who can produce a white card: this card is issued
by the trade union bureaucrats, who, of course, are very careful
In issuing them, after having expelléed hundreds of oppositional
members from their unions. The Red Trade Union Opposition
succeeded by means of tenacious work in organising such a power-
ful opposition in numerous docks that the white cards became
ineffective, The seamen elected their own committees, which had
to see to it that the engagement of seamen was carried out re-
gardless of the political adherence of the worker. Cases have
been very.frequent lately of all the seamen refusing to be engaged
on the basis of the white cards, so that the captain is compelled,
in’spite of the furious opposition of the trade union leaders, to
engage the seamen selected by the workers themselves.

During the seamen's strike fierce collisions took place in
several docks beiween the strikers and the organised blacklegs.
The socxal-dcnmcr atic government mobilised its whole State
apparatus in order to protect the strike-breakcrs, who have been
provided with rifles. Numerous seamen are still imprisoned on
account of their participation in these struggles, and the social-
democratic Ministers stubbornly refuse to grant them an amnecsty.

An open struggle broke out in the building trade already in
April, whign the emplovers peremptorily demanded a 20 per cent.
wage cut.| Ever since then 35,000 building workers have been on
strike. In this sirike also the social-democratic party and trade
anion leaders are endeavouring with all means to sabotage the
struggle. The Communists propagated the extension and inten-
sificationc of the struggle, but they did not succeed in overcoming
the sabotage of the refoermist and Brandlerist trade union bureau-
crats. The employers afe obstinately insisiing on their original
demand and reject any compromise. In order to break the re-.
sistance 0f the workers, the building workers’ union has now .
ceased to pay out strike benefit to a considerable part of the
strikers, so that the latter have only the suppert given them by
the Workers' International Relief.

Freshi collective agreements involving wage reductions have
been congluded in the past year for the following categories of
workers:—-

Agricultural workers, 7 to 10 per cent. wage cut; miners in™
central Sweden, 5 to 8 per cent.; quarry workers (percentage not
mentioned) ; seamen, 5 per cent.; electro-chemical industry, piece-
rate wages reduced,; forest workers, 4 to, 6 per cent.; iron miners
in.Graengesberg, 6 to 10 per cent.; iron miners in Norbotten, 14

to 17 ‘per cent.: building material industry, 7 per cent.; tailors,
8 to 12 per cent.; forest workers in Upland, 10 per cent.; printers,
5 per cent.; workers in railway workshops, 5 per cent.; telegraph

workers, 6 per cent.; glass workers, 3 per cent.; furriers, 2 to 5
per cent.[ hairdressers, 5 to 9 per cent ; painters and grainers, §
to 9 per éent furniture workers, 3 per cent.

Collective agreements affecting about 200,000 workers and
which expired in autumn last have been prolonéed for a further
vear on the insistence of the reformists, which, in view of the
depreciation of the currency and the increase in foodstuff prices,
is tantamount to a wage cut. )

The number of the unemployed amounts to about 350,000, out
of 1,200,000 wage workers. As there does not exist any proper
unemployment insurance in Sweden, only a small portion of the
unemployed receive unemployment benefit.
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Struggle Against Unemployment

National Convention Against Unemplovment ix
the U.S.A.

By (New York)

The National Convention Against Unemployment, called by
the Unemployed Councils in Washington on February 3 to 5, if
occurring at a most significant time 1n the history of the country

The National Industrial Recovery Act (NI.R.A has failed
to fultil a single cne of the hopes that were held oul to the
workers in connection with reviving industry and trade. The
glowing hopes that it gave the workers have collapsed, so that
the government has been compelied to resort to furdier measures.
The first is the inauguration of a programme of temporary jobs
(C.W.A.) to conclude on February 15, and the second is e pre-
sentation of the biggest budget by Roosevelt that the couniry ha
faced since the world war—a budget of 10.000,000,000 doi.ars.

In spite of all the propaganda that has been carried on, the
millions of unemployed have not gone back to work. Roosevelt
announced at the beginning of Septemiber that *five million
workers have returned to work.” There was no basis for the asser-
tion except the contention of the chief statistician of the Natonal
Recovery Administration that " 2,700,000 have found work, 300,000
boys have been placed in the reaflorestation (mulitary forced
labour) camps, and probably «!) a miscellaneous million more
have found work.” Even this figure would make only 4,000.000.
but the government is used to jugghlyg figures. In an analogous
situation, 1 the spring of 1830, Hoover declared tihat there were only
2,460,000 unemployed, while a census taken immediately after-
wards proved that therc were between six and seven million uii-
employed.

But even the figure of 4,000.000 is false. A worker given a
few days’ work a week, or a week during a mouth, has been calied
“employed.” He is taken off the list of unemployed and thus
helped to build up the figure of 4,000,000. ;

Although productien rose from April to July, this did not
mean that a number of workers corresponding to the increased
production obtained jobs. Facing the probability of higher labour
costs, the employers instituted tremendous speed-up in all the fac-
tories. They introduced all kinds of labour-saving machinery and
rationalised production in an unheard-of manuer.

During these months production increased inurensely, so that
when the codes under the National Industrial Recovery Act
(NIR.A) went into effect in July a significant drop in produc-
tion immediately ensued. The capitalists had piled up mer-
chandise for stock and for speculation, in the hope that with so-
called higher wages, more money would be put into circulation
This was the ostensible aim of the N.IR.A. But this did not take
place. On the contrary, workers were steadily laid off, and in
November alone 580,000 were discharged from the manufacturing
industries. General Johnson, head of the NR.A., gave the cotton
and silk manufacturers permission to cut down operating time
to 75 per cent. Although the codes called for maximum hours of
40, this did not mean that the workers worked full time. On the
contrary, they worked part time, and with the order of Johnson
were cut down to 75 per cent. of that time. with corresponding
cuts in their wages. The hosiery industry was put on a tiree
days' basis.

The steel industry, with many fluctuations, dropped from 59
per cent. of capacity in July to 20 per cent. and now (January 10)
1s working at less than 30 per cent. Auto production is less than
40 per cent, and building operations arc almost at a standstill:
80 per cent. of the bujlding trades workers have been jobless for
more than two years, according to Willilam Green. Tore than
1,000.000 railroad workers are unemployed; 250.000 miners have
been driven out of industry through rationalisation

Thus the millions have not returned to work, but fully
17,000.000 remained unemployed.

The second section of the NIR.A. wax devoted to “publid
works™ The government made an appropriation of 3.300.000.000
dollars for public works.  Although the Act contained distinct
specifications for using the fund “also” for building war vessels,
naval bases, etc, nevertheless great stress was laid on the likeli-
hood that an extensive public works programme would be
launched. This did not take place—the projects which were laid

I. Amter

out will not be put into operation till June or July of this year,
more than one year after passing of the Act! The greater part
of the fund, however, has been allocated for war purposes.' This
was one of the real aims of the NIRA.—to consolidate capital,
effect mergers of the big capitalist concerns, put them more
directly into the government, help their financing, ensure their
profits, etc., and prepare for war. .

* Thereupon Roosevelt announced a *“civil works" (CW.A)
proeramme. with an appropriation of 400000,000 dollars out of the
public works fund for work for 4.000.000 workers at 50 dallars a
month.  Any school child can calculate that 400,000,000 dollars at

50 dollars a month will not suffice for 4,000,000 men for twelve

wveeks.

This programme. which was heralded with mucxh noise, how-
ever, served to raise new hopes in the hearts of the unempgloyed.
Agnin we are informed that 4,600,000 have received jobs, but this
is equally false. At the very time that the announcemert 1s made,
thousands of workers are being laid off the jobs on ‘every kind of
pretext Although allotments to the various statées may have.
approximated 4.000,000. only a fraction has actually been put to
work. The programme terminates on February 15, but new hopes
are being held out that it may be continued till May. 1.

Favouritism—recommendations by political bosses, AF, of L.
officials. etc.—is being shown. Discrimination: ggainst “Negro
workers, who received the least relief and now are getting no jobs.
Discrimination against foreign-born workers, who 'were given a
minimum of relief and now are being thrown off the jobs. 'Single
workers. young workers get no jobs. Thus the C.W.A. is A mere
stop-gap and does not remedy the situation. :

Roosevelt has completely ignored the question'of unémploy-
ment insurance. This was a major promise of the election cam-
paign of 1932, and no doubt was greatly responsible for his elec-
tion. Unemployment and social insurance is becoming a central
issue for the whole working class.  Although the ‘campaign for
unemployment and social insurance has been weak during the
past year. corresponding to a retardation in the unemployed move-
ment. nevertheless the sentiment for insurance is growing.

Prior to the convention of the AF. of L. {n 'Cineinnat! in
November, 1932, Green pronounced unemploymeént insurance
“unamerican " and “against the -dignity of American labour.” At
the convention Green and the Executive Council were compelled
to change their position in order to counteract the movement for
the Workers' Bill. The movement has gone forward, and in order
to dampen it a committee of experts has been appointed by the
government to bring in a bill. According to report, the committee,
led by Dr. Leiserson, who has represented the government in
many labour strugeles; is preparing a bill similar to the bills which
have been introduced in the state legislatures and either were
defeated or shelved *for the period of the erisis.”

These bills are not unemployment insfirance measures, but
what are called “ job insurance” plans. 'They provide in'general
for a fund to be raised by contributions by the worker, employer
and state; a fund for each worker would have to accumulate,
which would require more than g year: then if the worker has
worked 18 weeks in the vear (which is unlikely, owing to the
seasonal nature of all industries to-day), he will, after a ‘waiting
period of four weeks, be entitled to 40 per cent. of his average
wage, but at no time more than 10 dollars a week for a maximum
of 26 weeks in' the year, This is the most * liberal” of the bills.
Excluded from insurance are all migratory workers, agrieultural,
domestic, public and civil service workers. Of course, the present
army of 17.000,000 unemploved is excluded. &

The Workers’ Unemplovment and Social Tnsurance Bill is the
only bill which covers the whole working class for the full period
of unemployment, part time, sickness, accident, old age, etc.,
through funds raised by the employers and the goverhment, and
controlled and administered by the workers Despite the weak
campaign that has been conducted by the Communist Party, the
Unemploved Councils of the revolutionary unions, more than 1,700
locals of the A.F. of L.. 470 locals of the Brotherhood of Carpenters
and Joiners. three State Federations of Labour, numerous central
labour bodies (local bodies), and four municipal councils have en-
dorsed the Workers' Bill. The campeaign is now being pushed by
the Unemploved Councils. the AF. of L. Committee for Unemploy-
ment Insurance and Ra2llef, the Fraternal Federation for Social
Insurance, ete.

. This is the situation that conironts the workers and deter-
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mines the programme of the Convention Against Unemployment
in Washington. Seventeen million are unemployed; 3,000,000
transients are travelling the country and, together with the resi-
dent single unemployed, face being forced into ‘“civillan labour ”
camps to work for their board alone or for 5 dollars a month;
‘300,000 boys are in the Civilian Conservation OCamps, and their
number is to be increased to 1,000,000 by summer, ‘according to
the War Department; 10,000,000 children are going hungry;
1,500,000 boys and girls are graduating from the high schools and
colleges each year and cannot find work.

The central demand of the Convention will be the enactment
of the Workers’ Unemployment and Social Insurance Bill by the
U.S. government. It will demand a system of public works—
workers’ homes, schools, hospitals, nurseries, etc., in working-class
sections. It will demand trade union rates on the C.W.A. and
other-jobs; jobs without discrimination at decent wages, or ade-
quate cash relief for all workers. Abolition of all forced labour;
against lay-offs; for dismissal wage; for purchase by the govern-
ment of surplus products from farmers and farm organisations
for distribution under workers' control, in addition to cash relief;
for unity of ‘'employed and unemployed in all struggles.

The Convention will demand that all war funds be used
for relief, work arid unemployment and social insurance. This
will require the biggest united front campaign of all workers and
working-class organisations.

The Convention will review the work of the Unemployed
Councils, help to eliminate its shortcomings, and lay the basis for
a broad Unemployment Council movement, to embrace not only
the unemployed in the neighbourhoods, but all working-class
organisations, one of whose main problems to-day is unemploy-
ment. The development of new leading forces and the mapping
out of a national campaign, particularly for the Workers' Bill,
will have to be given proper attention.

The National Convention, occurring at the most difficult time
of the year, will be of the greatest significance in mobilising the
workers in the struggle against hunger, against the growing fascist
measures, and against war.

In the International

Statement of Comrade Remmele

After discussing the matter with comrades of the Party leader-
ship and after a profound consideration and examination of our
disagreements and my fractional attitude towards the C.C. of my
Party within the past months, I have come to the following con-
clusions:—

(1) I declare that my theory about “ Western European Com-
munism,” which contests the Bolshevik character of the Party, was
in essence false. This theory is inimical to the Comintern, it
cannot be tolerated in any Communist Party, as it is one of the
counter-revolutionary slanders of the Second International.

The C.C. of the C.P.G., with Comrade Thaelmann at the head,
was, and remains, the sole organiser and central point of the revo-
lutionary class struggle in Germany, is imbued with Leninist spirit
and filled with Bolshevik vigour; it is the vehicle of the liberation
struggles of the working class from capitalist enslavement and the
sole organiser of the¢ proletarian revolution in Germany.

(2) In my presentation of the transition to the fascist
dictatorship in Germany, I attributed special importance to the
22nd of January (the S.A. march past the Karl Liebknecht House)
and reproached the Party leadership because in this connection it
only, called for a counter-demonstration and did not take any
far-reaching measures. From this the idea arose that I reproached
the Party leadershin because it had not-called for the armed in-
surrection. In this connection I declare that in January there did
not exist in Germany the prerequisites for an armed uprising and
if the Party leadership had called for an armed insurrection it
would have committed a great mistake.

My statement that the German working class has suffered the
most serious defeat since 1914, and the conclusions linked up with it.
are false in their substance and content. I emphasise the fact that
after mature consideration I have revised my opinion on this
question.

(3 I immediately recognised my formulation of the “ epoch of
fascism " in the letter to the C.C. of the Party as a serious Menshes
vist-opportunist mistake which is especially dangerous precisely at

the present time as it 1s one of the theories of the Second Inter-
national "and its agents, Trotsky and Brandler, which they must
uphold in order to conceal their true character as helpers and
abettors of impernalism, in as much as they make it appear to the
workers that fascism s something ‘independent of imperialism,
something that is pureiv accidental and not something that neces-
sarily belongs to 1t. The " epoch ¢f fascism ' is in contradiction to
Lenin’'s theory on the epoch of imperialism, which is the epoch of
moribund capitalism. of imperialist wars and of the proletarian
revolution; it is therefore anti-Bolshevik and counter-revolutionary.

The theory on the dictatorship of the lumpen-proletariat is just
as Menshevist. Fascisin is the most concentrated form of the
dictatorship of finance-capital. whereby the sections that I
characterise as lumpen-proletariat (part of the S.A. and the S.S)
are only retainers in the service of finarice-capital, the rule and the
monopoly positions of the trusts and the syndicates. The Second
International and its helpers must uphold the theory of the dicta-
torship of the lumpen-proletariat in order to conceal its own role in
the service of finance-capital. In the letter to the C.C. of the
CP.G. I made the mistake of using similar expressions in my
formulations to those belonging to the arsenal of the Second
International:

(4) After the transition to the fascist dictatorship in Germany,
and aftér the Party went into illegality, I sent a letter to the Party
leadership in which I made accusations against the activity and the
policy of the Party leadership and demanded that a Party
discussion be held on the policy of the Party. At the same time I
carried on oppositional conversations with other comrades who
moved m the same direction as my accusations in the letter to the
Party leadership. I was corresponding with Comrade Neumann,
who had sent me an anti-Party letter. Despite the anti-Party
character of the letter, I did not inform the Party Committee of this.
In that way I have carried on fractional work against the Central
Committee of the Party. at the same time when it organised the
heroic struggle of the C.P.G. against the fascist dictatorship, under
conditions of illegality. In this situation my demand for a Party
discussion was inimical to the Party.

(5) The revolutionary prcletariat of Germany which, under the
leadership of the heroic Communist Party, has since then entered
the heroic period of its liberation struggle, acknowledges only one
command, in this situation, fully justifying its existence: A united,
solid front of all the fighters of the revolutionary vanguard' Many
of our best and bravest comrades have been murdered—entire sec-
tions of our best Party cadres are in the hands of the sadistic
torturers of finance-capital which is murdering the pecple and are
imprisoned in the penitentiaries and concentration camps, we daily
witness new mass murders and threats of death, and despite all
that, new cadres, tens and hundreds of thousands of revelutionary
class ﬁg‘htcrs. scorning death and astonishing the whole world,
again and again arise for world-liberating Communism. Every day
the herdic C.P.G. again and again unfurls the immortal banner of
the World Communist Party. Bolshevism, the unconquerable
weapon: of the revolutionary world proletariat, which in the
October Revolution has shown the absolute and unrestrained
victory of socialism over capitalism in the first world historical
triumpli over the capitalist class and in socialist construction in
the Soviet Union, once again proves its invincibilily and the in-
evitable victory of the whole world proletariat over murderous
capitalism in the glorious heroism of the revolutionary worki&g
class of Germany under the leadership of the valliant CP.G. and
the daring Y.C.L.G. The present heroic fighting period of our
Party surpasses the best glorious pericds of our Party histcry that
were full of sacrifices which belong to the most glorious periods of
the internaticnal revcluticnary liberation struggles of the world
proletariat. This period is proof of the concentrated force and
experience of our best revolutionary traditions, extended, strength-
ened and surpassed by new and still greater force and energy, by
new and still greater cxperiences which arise from the present daily
struggles and which tocether guarantee the finnl victory of the
proletariat cver its class enemy. The present struggle of the C.P.G.
against imperialism, fascism and social fascism will be one of the
most glorious pages in the history of the revolutionary liberation
struggle of the wcrld proletariat.

By openly and unreserved!y recognising my mistakes, I follow
the path of conscientiously fulilling my revolutionary duties in the
heroic struggle of my Party.

13 134 (Signed) Remmele.

|

|
|
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Socialist Construction in the Soviet Union

The Working Class of the Soviet Union in. the
Second Five Year Plan

By L. F. Boross (Moscow)

The bourgeuis press throughout the world is devoting much
less attention to the programme of the second Five-Year Plan
which is laid down in the recently published theses of Comrades
Molotov and Kuibyshev for the Seventeenth Party Cangress of
the C.P.S.U. than was the case when the first Five-Year Plan was
published. '

This resiraint is understandable, too. The bourgeois press
bad very painfully burnt its fingers wheu it dared to sneer at the
first Bolshevik Five-Year Plan as a phantasy which cannot be
fulfilled. But reality has even far exceeded this * phantasy.” It
now seems to the bourgeois press that there is again the danger
of making itself ridiculous, although the new Five-Year plan. even
in its statistical programme, is still more “ phantastic " than the
first Plan. As against 50.5 milliard roubles in new capital invest-

ments during the first Five-Year Plan, the second Five-Year Plan .

provides for a programme of investments of 133,400 million, or
133.4 milliard roubles. That this is no phauntasy is already shown
by the first year of the second Five-Year Plan, with its sum of
investments amounting to more than 25 milliard roubles. The
annual value of production (expressed in the unchanged prices
of 1926 to 1927) will increase from 43 milliard to 103 milliard
roubles:

Even the inunensity of this sumn, which happens to consist of
the astronomical 12 figures, is, however, overshadowed by the tasks

which the new Five-Year Plan sets itself in all spheres of social

life.

The most substantial social achievement of the first Five-
Year Plan, from the standpoint of the goal of the struggle of
hundreds of years, one can say the century-old dream of the best
of the international working class, was the elimination of un-
employment. The chief feature of the fate of the workers,
insecurity of proletarian existence, was abolished upon a tremen-
dous territory of two continents. The condition that the worker
does not possess anything else but his labour power was put an
end to in the practical experience of 160 million people. The
working class of the Soviet Union is to-day master in the country.
1t is the sole possessing working class in the world, the only work-
class which owns the treasures of the earth, the factories, works
and other wealth to an extent which the overthrown Russian
bourgeoisie never even dreamed of.

The working class of the Soviet Union not only liberated itself
from age-old insecurity, but also many millions of toiling peasant
families were freed by it from the age-old misery of the peasants’
fate and converted into real owners, into collective peasants who
work upon their large farms with the most modern means of pro-
duction, and who, after a short struggle to master collective
methods of work, have already been able to raise their standard
of living by leaps and bounds.

Thus the first Five-Year Plan already showed the wage and
agricultural labourers of the capitalist countries that the prole-
tarian revolution, that the Boviet power, represents the only way
out of misery. enslavement and insecurity. But the second Five-
Year Plan goes considerably further in this respect.

Even the first Five-Year Plan already brought the toiling
masses a strong improvement in their material and cultural
standard of living. But this development of the individual stand-
ard of living. for various reasons. proceeded mare slowly than the
development of the social wealth of the entire class. as was ex-
pressed in the rapid advance of socialist construction. The work-
ing class. during the first Five-Year Plan. had to act very economic-
ally with its tremendous wealth. It had to direct its main efforts
towards building the foundations for socialism, its Soviet state, to
reinforce and to extend the stronghold of the international pro-
‘clariat against the intentionus of the capitalist wurld to annihilate
it. This demanded a certain amount of economy in the manu-

4

facture of articles for immediate colisumption. But the fact that
the proletarian state—the Soviet Union—has to-day become the
strongest power in world politics, that through its gigantic might
it is even in a position at least to curb the imperialist appetite
for plunder, proves that the working class knew how to manage
correctly its enormous class wealth.

The second Five-Year Plan is already building further upon
this strong foundation. But it brings the toiling millions not
only a further increase in their standard of living, but an unmis-’
takeable change in their whole mauner of living. It will show
the toiling masses in a striking manner that the working class,
that the toiling masses, if they follow the Communists, not only
know how to fight and to attain victories, but also understand
how to corregtly make use of what have won in struggle.
The proletariat which has created for | unparalleled class wealth
during the first Five-Year Plan, creates in the second Five-Year
Plan such a well-being of the masses, such well-being of the decl-
sive masses of the proletariat and the toiling agriculturai populs- -
tion, & well-being affecting tens of million of people, of which the
working class did not even dare to dream of formerly. In. order
to be able to correctly estimate the development of the second

“Five-Year Plan, one does not have to wait.until the entire pro-

gramme is carried out. One only has to compare the life of the
masses in the towns and villages as can already be seen in the
first year of the second Five-Year Plan which has just ended,
with everything that took place up to now. Wherever one looks,
one can already see the germs of this progressively dﬂd‘plu
socialist well-being. Itcanbeseenmtheshops.mmem
factories, in the government and co-operative stores, {n which the
workers make demands such as the average Russian' worker, and
partly even a worker of the most advanced capitalist country,
hardly knew of (suits made to order instead of ready-made
clothing, expensive musical instruments, radio apparatus, carpets, .
confectionery and perfumery goods in enormous quantities, but |
especially books, books and books, and other cultural objects of
all kinds). One sees this developing well-being in the filled barns
of the collective peasants, who are no longer contented with hav-
ing enough to eat and being dressed warmly, but who are deve-
loping a real storm upon the material and cultural goods offered
to them by the new socialist life. One sees it in the theatres and
other cultural institutions that are filled every night, one sees it
in the luxurious mass sport grounds of the working'class,.in the
magnificently equipped workers’ clubs, one sees it in the entirely
new, care-free mode of life of th€ young generation so rich in
content, which altogether no longer knows capitalism. One sees
it in the higher schools of learning which annually train
hundreds of thousands of workers’ and peasants’ children for
leaders of the new socialist life. One sees it in the research insti-
tutes equipped according to the last word of science, in the prole-
tarian scientists who if it were not for the O¢tober Revolution
would probably have been filliterates all their lives, and who'are
now working on world-moving discoveries. One finds this gentiine
well-being—although it is only beginning to develop—affecting
real masses in all spheres of life. © And if this well-béing {s at
present still embra¢ing various sections of the population to an
uneven degree, then the only criterion in this connection 18 no
longer inherited capital or inherited nobility, but only work. It
is not the enslavement and\exploitation of others that trings
well-being to the individual, but exemplary work which will ad-
vance all the class comrades. For the first time in world history, the
path to well-being is really open to all toilers, for the first timeé in
world history it is already being trodden at least by the decisive
millions of toilers of the enormous land of the Soviets. ,
The first Five-Year plan was a period of tremendous viclories.
achlevements of world historical significance, but at the same time
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also of great difficulties. The working class of the Soyiet Union had,
in the first place, to create the means of production for itself.
The amount of articles of consumption which was simultaneously
increasing had to be distributed among a working class which
had trebled numerically in the course of the Five-Year Plan,
apart from the developing needs of the toiling population in the
villages. In the first Five-Year Plan there was also an enormous
increase in consumption, but this was primarily reflected in the
fact that ever larger masses of people were for the firet time in
their lives assured of an existence worthy of human beings. This
has brought about certain difficulties in supplying the people, as
well as the desperate resistance of the remnants of the class
enemy against the new collective system of agriculture. The
working class has already essentially overcome those difficulties
While the second Five-Year Plan provides a two-and-4-half-fold
increase in food and articles of general consumption, the number
of workers will increase by one-third.

But, as there are no longer any unemployed, thi$ increase in
the numbers of workers takes place from the members of the
families of employed workers and collective farmers, and does not
restrict but, on the contrary, furthers the possibilities of increas-
ing the standard of living of the individual toiling families. The
remnants of the class enemy in the villages which have not yet
been completely annihilated are to-day confronted by & mass of
millions of class-conscious, class-vigilant collective peasants.
steeled by the struggles of the past year and experiences of vic-
tory, with the political departments of the machine and tractor
stations at their head. The technical and organisational forces
of the proletariat have also grown to an extraordinary extent in
the struggles for mastering the technique of production.

It was not in vain that the year 1933 was characterised by
the Bélshevik Party as the last year of difficulties. The second
Five-Year Ulan of course places more gigantic and more difficult
tasks before the working class than the first Five-Year Plan had
done. But the relation of forces has shifted in favour of the
working class and the other sections of the toilers led by it to
such an extent that these gigantic tasks are no longer of such a
convulsive nature as was characterised by the difficulties which
have now been victoriously overcome.

But these difficulties represented the main ideological weapon
of the international bourgeoisie and, above all, its fascist and
social-democratic agents, against the liberation struggle of the
proletariat in their own countries. By pointing out these diffi-
culties—magnified and distorted a hundredfold in their agita-
tion—they tried to keep the proletariat back from the path which
the Communists had called upon them to follow. The .overcom-
ing of these difficulties now means that the further advance of
the toiling masses of the socialist towns and villages to a state ot
socialist well-being will be expressed in much more visible and
open forms than was the case heretofore. The execution of the
second Five-Year Plan, which has already successfully begun, will
show the toiling masses of the capitalist countries and the colonies
that Communism is not only the only way out, but also the only
desirable goal, the goal of their longing, the goal of their dreams. It
not only has to show them that only the Communists show them
the path to a free, socialist life, but that this life is also really
worth every sacrifice, every effort which fighting for it in the
capitalist countries_will still cost.

The second Five-Year Plan thereby places in the hands of
the Communists in the capitalist countries the sharpest and most
excellent weapon that history has ever offered to any revolution-
ary party. If they prove able to handle this weapon correctly and
in a Bolshevist manner i their day-to-day revolutionary struggles.
then the second Five-Year Plan is bound to be a powerful instru-
ment of the proletarian world revolution. Therein lies its great
importance.

The Lenin Celebrations in Moscow
Moscow, January 22, 1934
Ten years ago the mighty heart of Lenin ceased to beat.
From the platform of the Great Theatre, the same platform
from which Lenin so often roused the world with his stirring
words, Camrade Kalnin, his voice choked with tears. commenced
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his commemoration speech. He said: I do not find the words
which should now be said. 1 beleve that the most important and
biggest task of our Party Is to preserve the achlevements of which
Lenin was the creator. Lenin is dead, but his sublime figure
remains for all time in the memory of the proletariat of the whole
world. Lenin will live for ever. - Lenin's “best’ comrade-in-arms
and friend, Stalin, took the fighting banner from the stiffening
hand of the leader, and raised it boldly and high over the earth "

Ten years ago, there was heard from the platform of the
Grand Theatre the words of Stalin's pledge: —

Leaving us, Lenin bequeathed to us the task of guarding
the unity of our Party as the apple of our eye.

Leaving us, Lenin bequeathed to us the task of preserving
and strengthening the dictatorship of the proletariat, of
strengthening with every means the alliance of the workers
and peasants.

Lenin bequeathed to us the task of strengthening and ex-
tending the Soviet Union.

Leaving us, Lenin charged us to remain true to the prin-
ciples of the Comintern.

We swear to carry out his commands' All Bolsheviks,
the whole of the revolutionary proletariat, sinking their
banner before the mortal remains of the leader, swear to
fulfil Lenin's Testament.

Ten years have passed since then. From the same platform,
Kalinin, on January 21, 1934, opened the commemoration meeting
on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the death of Lenin.

Ten years ago the heart of the greatest man in the world
ceased to beat. Lenin died, but Leninism lives. To-day we can
ask ourselves the question: What have we done in these ten
years? Lenin spoke of the necessity of promoting socialist heavy
industry to the utmost. We have done this and are doing this.
Lenin said that so long as we have the small individual peasant
farms in the country, so long will there exist the possibility of the
restoration of capitalism. We have solved the most difficult task
of collectivising the overwhelming majority of the peasant farms
We have liquidated the big peasantry as a class. The results of
the harvests on the collectivised fields are the most convincing
proof of the tremendous advantage of the collective farm over the
individual farm. This is the best monument to Lenin.

Lenin never confined the development of the revolution
within national limits. The development of socialist economy.
the victory of socialism in our country is the best service to the
world proletariat.

The whole of the meeting stood up in honour of the memory
of Lenin. The strains of Chopin's funeral march penetrated deep
into the hearts of all present.

At the table of the Presidium these stood Stalin, Molotov,
Kaganovitch, Kalinin, Voroeshilov, Ordschonikidse, Kuybychev,
Rudsutak, Schwernik, Yenukidse, and others. The appearance of
Stalin, whose name 1s inseparably connected with all the victories
of the proletariat of the Soviet country, was the signal for a
stormy ovation from the whole hall. It seemed as if there would
be no end to the applause and cheers.

The chief speech was delivered by Comrade Stetzky. He dealt
with the revolutionary movement of the proletariat and its fight
for emancipation from the yoke of exploitation in the whole
world. He spoke of Marx and Engels, who for the first time in
history pointed out to the proletariat the path of revolutionary
struggle and victory. He spoke of how Lenin took up the banner
of Marx, and how, later, Stalin took the fighting banner from
Lenin's hands. Stetzky expounded to the meeting the funda-
mentals of Lenin's teachings. He spoke of the difficult, but vic-
torious, path of the Party, of the ruthless fight against the oppor-
tunists of all shades. ~

Stetzky concluded his speech with the cry: For the victorv
of the cause of Lenin, of the cause of Communism in the whole
world!

After Stetzky, Comrade Adoratsky, the Direcior of the Marx-
Engels-Lenin Institute, spoke.

The commemoration meeting ended with the singing of the
battle hymn of the workers of the whole world, with the * Inter-
nationale.”
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