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Vienna, February 14, 1934.

These lines are being written at a moment when events are
still proceeding and when, in spite of all the lying reports of the
government, further fighting is to be expected. On the other
hand, owing to the shortness of time, it is impossible to give a
full report of the course of these fights. We can only describe
the circumstances leading up to the present events.

The action of the Heimwehr in Tyrol, where on January 30
armed Heimwehr troops occupied Innsbruck, the capital of Tyrol,
under the pretext of being compelled to take *defensive action”
against the Nazis, started the ball rollirig.

The further course of the Heimwehr action confirmed the
thesis of the Communist Party that the result of the fight of the
Patriotic Front is a further sharpening of the repressive measures
against the working class. The Heimwehr, once they had been
mobilised, put forward demands aiming at further intensifying the
fascist dictatorship. These demands included, among others, the
transference of the whole power to the provincial governor, with
the exclusion of the Diets, and appointment of an Advisory
Security Committee consisting of representatives of fascist mili-
tary formations who are true to the government, and the dissolu-
tion of the socialist party.

Civil War in Austria —Heroic Fight of
the Working Class Against the
Fascist Dictatorship

By Gustayv

On February 7 the Upper Austrian Heimwehr undertook
action similar to that which had been taken in Tyrol. The whole
of the Heimatschutz of Upper Austria were mobilised. They
marched into Linz and demanded the installation of government
commissioners for the autonomous cities of Linz and Steyr, which
were under social-democratic administration. It was intended in
the following daysto put forward similar demands tothe provincial
authorities or to the Federal government in all the provinces of
Austria, with the exception of Vienna.

The government itself utilised the Heimwehr terror in order,
regardless of the differences in its own camp, to proceed more
brutally against the proletariat. Already on February 7 Vice-
Chancellor Fey issued a decree calling up the greater part of the
volunteer fascist defence corps, and practically fulfilled the de-
mands of the Heimwehr. On February 10 Dollfuss announced
the government’s intention “to reorganise the State as rapidly
as possible,” if necessary with dictatorial methods. This announce-
ment was followed by deeds. The social-democratic party pre-
mises in Vienna were occupied; the Heimwehr bands in Innsbruck
attacked and demolished the workers’' club premises. The work-
ing class were filled with tremendous indignation. The soclal-
democratic leaders, however, continued their treacherous policy of
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premises, it came to strikes of the workers in the factories of
Vienna and the suburban distriets of Liesing and Atzgersdarf.
The Communist Party immediately issued an extra edition of its
illegal paper, containing the following slogans: “ CGrush fascism
before it crushes you! Down tools at once, strike, elect com-

Support the Austrian Workers !
Appeal of the C.P.G.B.

The Communist Party of Great Britain greets the great
struggle of the Austrian workers who are fighting with such
magnificent courage and revolutionary heroism against fascism in
Austria.

It calls on the British working class to rally the widest mass
support and solidarity action behind the Austrian workers in their
fight.

Workers of Britain! Forward immediately to the aid of our
fellow-workers in Austria whose inspiring struggle, despite the
treachery of Austrian social democracy, is a rousing lesson to us all.

Organise wide mass demonstrations of support in every city
and town. Organise marches and demonstrations to every Austrian
consulate against the Austrian fascist dictatorship.

Let the flaming hatred and anger of the working class be
stirred up in every factory, trade union, and working class organ-
isation, against the infamous dictator Dollfuss and the British
National Government which supports him.

Every Communist Party local and unit—strengthen the fight!

ke immediate emergengy measures to develop mass solidarity
actiord with the Austrian workers.

Workers! Mobilise the whole of your forces in aid of our
fellow-fighters in Austfia and intensify the struggle against the
danger of fascism in. Britain by giving every support now to the
National Congress of Action and the Hunger March.

Long live the solidarity of Austrian and British workers in the
fight!

Forward in the struggle against the fagcist menace!

Secretariat, Communist Party of Great Britain.

mittees of action to lead the struggle in every factory! Disarm
the fascists! The weapons into the hands of the workers!
General strike! Away with the government of hangmen!” The
extra edition met with enthusiastic approval.

In the factory conferences which took place in the following
days, the workers, in spite of all the resistance of the social-demo-
cratic bureaucrats, came forward with Communist slogans.

Encouraged by the cowardly passivity of the social-democratic
leaders, the government prepared to deliver a further blow on
February 10, this time against the social-democratic administra-
tion of Vienna. It issued notice to Herr Seitz, the mayor of
Vienna, depriving him of all control over the police force. The
social-democratic party calmly accepted this blow, in spite of the
fdct that they had repeatedly declared to the workers that in the
event of any attack on the constitutional rights of Vienna they
would proclaim a general strike.

‘Phe government decided to take up the fight against the
workers themselves. On February 12 the Federal police authori-
ties attempted to carry out a search of the social-democratic party
premises in Linz. Big detachments of the prohibited Republican
Defence Corps immediately took up the defence and offered re-
sistance to the police. Therelipon the military were caled up
and a flerce fight for the premises took place. -On the news of
these collisions, further fighting broke out in Linz. In Vienna,

forces occupied the Town Hall and arrested several social-demo-
cratic leaders. The govemment declared the so al-dew
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become more intense, in spite of the number of losses suﬁered bv
the workers; which afready a1 '
Joe tact that the government troops are proceeding with unex-
ampfed boutalily, not even sparing women and children.

The Communist Party calls for the continuation of the
general strike until the Dollfuss dictatorship has been overtlrown.
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Politics
The French Workers United Agamst Fasctsm

By J. Berlioz (Paris)

The enormous Staviski scandal, which, revéaled the masses
the rottenness of the capitalist regime and it$ j’deh{ocramc
Republic,” was the last drop which caused the cup of accumulatéd
discontent to overflow—the cup of suffering ‘bormeé il ‘new. in
patience, the cup of anger hitherto suppressed The whole cquntry
was shaken by a vast wave of indignation which was ‘dévoid ‘of
sentimentality, but was the result of profound econonﬁc aﬁd soctal
causes. .

The bourgeoisie knew very well what tiyé danger wag when
it saw the mask of respectability and probity with which in normal
times it hides its hideous features brutally torn off. But faced
as it was with the necessity.to do two contradictory things—to
minimise the Staviski scandal as much as possible in order to
preserve a semblance of decency and to- caim the. efferveseent
passions of the masses by lettingthem kBow a htg:e;of e trum
and by sacrificing to  them some of ‘the oou£h
manceuvring proved difficult; public indignation was vxctorlous
and succeeded in sweeping away the Chautemps government,

The most  reagtionary _eapﬁaﬁst, groups, ‘iie view of these
menacing disturbances, concluded that it was no longer possible
to carry on the government of France by methods bearing the
stamp of democracy. Faseism: made an enormous effort to gain
the mastery of the mass movement and to use it for its own ends.

Until then there had been no mass fascist parties, on a broad
social basis, in the country. For months fascist ideas had been
disseminated as far as possible among the petty bourgeoisie, the
half-ruined peasantry, the “intelligentsia” which had no orienta-
tion and the youth which had no future, but it had been impos-
sible to form a unified national movement. But at least there
existed some fascist bands, some storm troops, disciplined and for
the most part armed: the Jeunesses Patriotes (Patriotic Youth).
the Camelots du Roi (the Boys of the King), the Croix du feu
(the Fiery Cross), Solidarite Francaise de Coty, etc.

These were the bands which, on the pretext that the Daladier
government had dismissed the Prefect of Police, Chiappe, who
was devoted to their cause, wished to take possession of the streets
of Paris. The police complaisantly allowed them to assemble, to
march to the attack on the Chamber of Deputies and to pillage
the neighbourhood of the Place de la Concorde. Prevocateurs,
who were of course mixed up with them, began to shoot; the
Gardes Mobiles retaliated and there were more than a dozen
killed and dozens of wounded; this was something to redouble
the enthusiasm of the fascist storm troops.

To give them further encouragement, the Jacobin (1) govern-
ment of Daladier and Frot resigned next day, the 7th, *in order
to avold fresh bloodshed.” This gesture was in reality a capitula-
tion to fascism. The fascists regarded themselves as victorious,
and that evening once more attempted to let their forces loose
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in the centre of Paris. But the proletariat in the suburbs had
spontaneously realised the danger and marched down in compact
groups iMto the boulevards, along certain sections of which they
had paradeq the day beigla in prooessioxps led Py the Commun-

ists, which had- m ,y &L&fﬁ(}s
resistance.

bands and thei

The Col ist, _Pargy , the Uni
Générale du%;’ ffotrzvit!i?ii%‘naﬁng" §
diness, decided to appeal to the Parisian masses to break the
offensive of the bourgeoisie, at first by a vast united front de-
monstration on Friday, the 9th, in the Place de la Republique.
The masses responded:to: this appeal, which they had awaited
with jmpatienee.  ¥or five hours that evening some tens of
thousands, of all- paiitieal shades, including numbers of socialists,
fough¥ fer possession .of the streets with the police, who set to
work: with unpreeedented savagery. There was exceptionally fierce
fighting inithe. streets, in: the houses and in the underground.
Humndreds-of eomrades were wounded and four of them are re-
payted to.have died shortly after from wounds caused by revolver
bullets, - - :

In all the provincial towns the masses rose up at the same
tinte in & mighty wave which filled the bourgeoisie with astonish-
menti i/ Werkefs of all shades mingled at the meetings, in the
stréét :@emdnstrations, #n battles with the police or faselst groups
whieh wepe 'ofteny victorious.

‘&' government based ém a “party truce ” was speedily formed
under the leadership of Doumergue, ex-President of the Republic
—a gowernment as far as possible of National Union, which issued
inmunerable sppeals for pedce and calm, etc. Nothing ‘came of
these appesls: Quite the contrary. The proletariat, erlightened
by eur Party, whose journal “I‘Humanité” sold to an extent
hithertd- unknown, realised suddenly that the mask of “Natjonal
Union* camouflaged a ministry which was violently opposed to
the workers, a- ministry of robbers and cynical climbers, a minfstry
of wr-mongets, a ministty out for rapid fascisation, a ministry
the reins of which were held by the provocateur Tardieu.

The socialist party and the C.G.T. (Trades Union Congress),
who ‘had tried every means to minfmise the havoc caused by the
revelations of the Staviski scandal and to avoid their shaking
the regiine “ttself, who had fefuseéd to organise even the smailest
counter-offénsive dgainst fascism and even to permit their mem-
bers to join i the proletarian revolutionary battles, saw that the
moment had arrived when they were about to be cast aside and
deserted hy their rank and flle, who were also anxious to stem the
tide of fascism. They finally decided to do something. The
C.G.T. {ssued instructions for a general strike for Monday, the
12th, but its leaders immediately made every effort to limit the
extent'olf the movement to a “defence of the Republ_i'c," (capital-
ist) and to confine it within certain bounds, notably by sabotag-
ing the stoppage of work on the railways. Jouhaux broadcast to
the press, after an agreement with Doumergue, assurances of
calm and prudence. .

The S.F.I.O., under violent pressure from its rank and file,
decided on a demonstration in the Place de la Nation. The
CG.T.U. and the Party called on the masses to take part in the
24 hours’ strike, in the demonstration in Paris and elsewhere, im-
parting to them their true revolutionary character, and alone pre-
pared for the success of the day.

A magnificent day! A strike on an imposing and militant
scale, at least as fine as that of 1920! Paris without means of
transport, without letters, without newspapers, without open shops!
In the most remate corners of the provinces, an impressive stoppage
of wark! At the Place de la Nation more than 150,000 demon-
stratars shouted our slogans, demanding Soviets, drowning the
cries of the socialist groups. In the suburbs, mass processions
breaking through the police barriers. Hundreds of thousands of
Wworkers, in the streets of all the towns in the country, even in
districts noted far their calm and where far the last fourteen years
there has never been a sign of a mass strike or a demonstration. A
day of action on, the part of the groups of pickets and of severe
battles with the forces of oppression, which once again took their
revenge by wounding and killing the workers with revolver shots.

_ Everywhere signs of united action. The rank aad. file organisa-
tions of all shades of opinian orgapised the day together. Prole-

an  Confederation

of .all. parties; were . ranged side by side in the mass politica},

and agitational strike. Socialist sections like that in the 20th dis-

tthe pdlice. Tpe:
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ved & cBrtain takr-

trict of Paris accepted our slogans and disow t?, icy- of
their party. It is true, there was still a good deﬁ-‘ﬁf afusion in
this united front; there can be no doubt that in several districts it
remained semtimental, fhmt the flag of our Par wWas not always
waved witl thqreqfigtd rvfuf. Buf we fhal g{ryfout the clarifi-
cation that is necessary. The essential 'thing is that the united
front was realised for action and in action and may thus become
,8.vast stream.,ﬂ;ix;h;m’?,eive 48 immense dppartunities for causing
it to flow in 4 cléay, revolutichary channel. -~ =~

Qf course, the enthusiasm which has been displayed in setting
the working masses in motion during these last few days, and in
particular on Monday, does not mean that fascism is conquered,
that there is no longer a governmerit of national union to'pave the
way for fascism and war. But we cani use this enthusiasm to create
a vast network of committees of struggle for our demands and
against fascism in the faetéties, in the workers’ quarters, in the
villages; to consolidate and rapidly reinforce our organtsations—
primarily in the workshops; to continue the fight witheut respite
and to carry it unceasingly fo higher levels.

The socialist papers dare to claim that the strike and the
demonstrations of yesterday are their work and they think that
now the masses can rest and wait. It is obvious that if the 12th of
February has caused i{neaSiness amqng _Hhe'bourgeoisie, of terror
even ‘among’ céftain ‘capltalist groups, it has also made an impres-
sion on the socialist And teformist leaders, Who feel they have been
ignored by the masses with their cries for “ Soviets,” thrawn over-
board by the stream of upjted action and who, like the magic
apprentice, would like to find now means to put a break on the
forces that have been let loose and of which we ought to take over
the leadership by a miighty effort.

The Thirteenth Plenum noted emphatically that it would be
the warst form of opportunism to believe that fascism is ineyitable
and therefore remain passive in the face of its rise. In spite of
great faults and weaknesses, the Communist Party has opposed
the rapid movement towards fascism of the " Staviski " democracy,
which has been favoured by the *“left” governments and always
supported unreservedly by the socialists. It has gained a large
amount of sympathy. If it continues on this line, and puts itself
at the head of every movement, if it encourages the fighters every-
where and sharpens their political senses, fascism will never come
in France. !

Swiss Congress Against War and Fascism
Zurieh, February 9.

The Swiss Comumittee Against War and Fascism is joining
the Youth Committee in convening a Swiss Congress Against War
and Fascism in Zurich at Easter. The appeal issued, directed to
all the workers of Switzerland, emphasises the growing war danger
and the role played by Switzerland, and poinis out the policy of
increased armaments being pursued by Switzerland. The Con-
gress is to be directed against national defence, military credits,
the manufacture and transport of arms and ammunition, against
the compulsory militarisation of youth, against the fascist fronts,
anti-Semitism, and the emergency laws, against the financial pro-
gramme and wage reductions, etc., and will advance the demand
for the recognition and defence of the Soviet Union. The Con-
gress appeals to all anti-fascists and enemies of war, and all
workers’ organisations advocating the above demands. The social-
democratic party fears this united action, and is already issuing
a ‘“warning ” against the Congress in its press.

Communist Successes in Iceland
Oslo, February 6.

At the municipal elections just concluded the Communists
have been able to record considerable success. In the capital city
of Rerkjavik the number of Communist votes was increased from
737 to 1,147, in Isafjaerdiv, where the social democrats have
hitherto held the majority, the Communists deubled their vote.
These successes are the more valuable when it is remembered
that only recently the C.P. of Iceland removed certain opportun-
ist elements. from its ranks. The Conservative government now
in office-has obtained the consent of the Alting to an increase of
300,000 crowns in the police budget. The social democrats also
voted for this increase of expgnditure on the police force, though
want and paverty are inoreasing among the workers and unem-
ployed.




International Prass Correspondence

No. 10

- Down With the Fascist Labour Law!
Long Live the Struggle for Independent Class Trade Unions !

By Walter (Berlin)

At the time when Hitler addressed the workers in the Siemens
works 8 few months ago, Goebbels observed to his friends that
after a year had passed Hitler would not be able to speak at
Siemens like this without something happening. Hitler's aim
was, to. divert the “attention of the workers from the struggle

ainst capitalist exploitation in Germany, by means of chauvinist
phr‘aéé-mongering, in order that he might the more easily carry
out the further enslavement of the working people in Germany.
It')s not three months since Hitler delivered this speech, and now
8 Works meeting has just been held at Siemens, at which the
workers vehemently demanded an open discussion on the law
of ** national labour.” The leaders of the meeting were unable
to cope with the indignation of the workers, and immediately
closed the méeting. Communist, social-democratic, and non-party
nmien dnd women workers and employees had realised the fact
that Hitler’s “labour law” signifies the complete dictatorship of
oapital, the worst exploitation of the workers, and the robbery of
all thefr rights. Thyssen, Krupp, Siemens, and the rest of them
had never expected that they would be successful in establishing
the ' master-in-my-own-house” standpoint, the ideal of all capi-
talist exploiters and enemies of the working people, with such
completeness as laid down in the provisions of Hitler’s enslave-
ment.law. But it would be an error to suppose that the legisla-
tive machinery of the fascist murderers is in ftself decisive. The
carrying out or not carrying out of the labour law ” depends on
the development of the relation of forces of the classes, on the
mass resistance of the workers, on the partial strikes, mass strikes,
and mass demonstrations of the proletariat. In spite of Hitler’'s
slave law, the heads of businesses cannot impose more than the
workers tolerate. Where the workers fight, the capitalists will
have to grant the demands of the workers, despite all “labour
regulations.”

The fascist supporters of capitalism imagined at first that
they could win over the workers by means of the * co-ordination ™
of the trade unions. But the class struggle was continued in the
co-ordinated meetings, the resistance against deductions for funds
increased, unemployed demonstrated in front of the town halls,
and the “trade union meetings” called by the fascists were broken
up by interjections, questions, and discussions. Fascism now
liquidated even its own fascist workshop organisations and the
remnants of the territorial organisation of the former trade union
members, for even such fascist formations appeared to them too
dangerous in face of the growing opposition of the workers. In
the interest of the intensified capitalist offensive, in the deter-
mination to combat the revolutionary upswing, the fascist myrmi-
dons of monopolist capitalism have proclaimed the law of
“national labour.” The repressive measures prescribed by this
law are intended to break down the resistance of the workers
against the wage cuts, against the provision of work swindle,
against the destruction of social insurance, against the theft of
the social insurance funds, and against the loss of evening leisure
hours imposed by the “After Work” fascist-military drill. The
robbery of the right to strike, the abolition of the works councils,
and the alteration of the labour regulations in the spirit of the
regulations of Prussian drill, show the significance of this law for
the fascist preparations for war.

This law, imposed by the magnates of the chemical and steel
trusts, by the bank kings and big agrarians, reads like the regula-
tions for a convict colony. The heads of businesses alone impose
their will, and the workers have only to obey. But Hitler will
soon discover that whilst he can prohibit strikes, he cannot pre-
vent them; that he is unable to prevent the illegal organisation
of strikes and the setting up of independent class trade unions.
The “labour law” does away with the collective agreements,
abolishes the demobilisation law (the employer may now dismiss

"councils

whom he likes), and leaves the fixing of the amount of wages, the
working hours, the rest intervals, and overtime, to the“employer.
The worker has only the right to add to the many deductions
already made from his wages for various funds an extra deduc-
tion of M.1.50 weekly for a ‘“dress uniform,” by which medium he
is to express his joy at this enslavement law. According to this
law, therefore, Hitler’s * socialism” means that the employer is
to command and the worker is to obey him. The employer de-
cides how low the wages are to be, how much the deductions, and
how high the profits must be which he squeezes out of the “ joint
destiny” of himself and his workers. The fundamental idea
underlying this law is therefore that the capitalist cannot live
without the workers, and that the capitalists are to be enabled,
by means of an unrestricted right of command over the workers,
to exploit these to the utmost, to the end that decaying capitalism
may continue to vegetate.

This law of “national labour ” could not have come into being
without the aid of social democracy and of social-democratic trade
union bureaucracy. Without the hate-inspired struggle of the
social-democratic bureaucrats against the strike of the Berlin
traffic workers, against the general strike, and against the mass
self-defence in protection of the trade union buildings, without
the abandonment of the trade unions to fascism on 1st May, with-
out the policy of *“wait and see” and the social-democratic theory
of defeat, fascism would never have had the power to proclaim
such a law. It is a law which shows the connections between
fascism and social fascism. Just as the social-democratic policy
of “democracy " and the “lesser evil " paved the way for fascism,
the policy of “economic democracy” has led to the fascist labour
law. When the social-democratic bureaucrats called upon the
workers to “safeguard the interests of the undertakings” and to
further the policy of industrial peace and mutual agreements,
they were advocating in all essentials the fascist policy of the
business community and the labour trustees. Social democracy
declared the state to be the state of the people and its economy
the economy of the working people, in which the capitalists only
continue to collaborate formally. Goebbels and Ley do not say
anything very different. This social-democratic policy ' of
« economic democracy,” of splitting up the working class, was the
path leading to the abandonment of the trade unions to fascism,
to the shattering of the workers’ trade unions. When former
leading social-democratic trade union functionaries advocate the
creation of class trade unions, but refuse to discuss the strategy
and tactics of these trade unions or the lessons taught by the
past, then this is merely an attempt to gain by this silence the
leading positions in the cadre of functionaries, in order to con-
tinue the social-democratic policy there.

The Communist Party and the revolutionary trade union
opposition are mobilising the whole of the working people against
the autocratic dictatorship of capital, for the struggle for emanci-
pation from capitalist slavery and fascist barbarism, for a Soviet
Germany. We are the victors of to-morrow. The millionps of the
toiling masses will gather around the banner of our programme of
social and national emancipation! Under the militant flag of the
Soviets, the proletariat will expropriate the capitalists and large
landowners with Bolshevist sternness. Fighting for this goal, we
are exerting our utmost forces for the restoration of the unity of
the working class. We reply tn the fascist shattering of the right
of coalition and of the collective agreements by an intensified
struggle against the enslavement law, for the demands of the
workers, for the formation of independent class trade unions, for
collective wage agreements concluded by the workers’ representa-
tives themselves, for the setting up of independent factory
and the election of independent shop stewards.
We offer the millions of former members of the German General
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Trade Union Federation and of the Christian trade unions a
fraternal alliance in the struggle for the demands of the workers,
for the creation of illegal independent class trade unions. Every
anti-fascist working man and woman, every young worker, must
become an organiser and agitator for the independent class trade
unions! Now that the capitalists and their fascist leaders are
striving to split up the working class by shattering their trade
unions and imposing this labour law, we have all the more reason
to reinforce our powers a thousandfold, in order to set up factory
groups of the independent class trade unions. The independent
class trade unions must be broad erganisations of the proletarian
class, comprising much greater numbers than the Communist
Party. The revolutionary trade unionists, in organising the resist-
ance movements in the works and factories, in placing themselves
at the head of the partial struggles, in gathering together the
working masse$ in the struggle, and in forming united front organs
as wages commissions and the like, will furnish the most favourable
conditions for the immediate development of independent class
trade unions.

We are fighting Hitler's slave law of “national labour” by a
great variety of methods, Mass resistance against the application
of the law; for instance, resistance against the deposition of fac-
tory ceuncillors who have been elected by the workers and have
represented their interests. The struggle for free discussion in the
meetings on the labour law and on the various clauses of the
“labour regulations.” Resistance against the military drill (after
working hours) ; refusal to give tlre Hitler salute and to sing Hitler
songs, especially at meetings. If the fascists fancy that it will
be easier for them to impose their will on the workers by having
work conditions regulated individually in each factory by the
business heads, then we must upset their calculations entirely by
the united mobilisation of the workers in each undertaking for
partial demands in the factory or its differéent departments, and
for fighting demands for a collective agreement. Resistance
should be organised against the deductions from wages in the
form of contributions to funds or instalments on “dress uniforms,”
for allowances to compensate rising prices, for higher piecework
rates, against the bonus system, against speeding up, for payment
of waiting time, for the seven-hour day and punctual eessation
of work, against the fascist drill after working hours (this
“strength through joy™ swindle must be so effectively resisted
until the gatherings are made impossible), against the fines, for
holiday allowances, for payment of insurance dues by the em-
ployers, for improvements in sanitary equipment, for the demands
of the-women and young workers. We combine the struggle for
the partial demands of each undertaking as closely as possible
with the general political militant tasks—for instance, the struggle
against gas defence drill in the works and factories, and against
military drill after working hours—these tasks being part of our
struggle against imperialist war and for the defence of the Soviet
Union.

In order to intensify the struggle in the various undertakings,
connections must be established with other undertakings. The
advancing of partial demands, the raising of protests at meetings,
must be utilised for the election of a delegation to be sent to the
management or to the fascist functionaries, and for the formation
of a piecework commission, wage rate commission, women workers’
protection commission, or youth commission, as the case may be.
These organs can do excellent service in the formation of the in-
dependent class trade unions.

When there is to be an “election” in an undertaking to the
employers’ confidential council, then the struggle for discrediting
the election, the struggle against the fascist labour law and against
the agents of the fascist employers, is to be intensified to such a
degree that the masses of the workers do not take part in the
election farce. Before the “election,” meetings must be held by
the workers of the various departments, protests must be raised
here against the election farce, participation refused, and the
concrete demands of the workers advanced. By means of such
department meetings it is possible to judge, before the election,
fo what extent thé workers are prepared to sabotage the election.
If they are nhot yet strong enocugh for this, then the workers must
be called upon to vote agaifist the fascist confidential council.
The power of the mass mobilisation against the employers’ con-
fidental council grestly depends upon the organisation of the
revolutionaiy opposition in the “ Labour Front” and in the “ After
W‘:K” iorganisations. THe ‘creation of an opposition on such a

broad scale demands above all that an energetic course be followed
by our revolutionary trade union policy towards winning the for-
mer members of the German General Trade Union Federation
and of the Christian unions.

At the same time when the fascists are publishing their sldve
law, the C.P.S.U. and the Russian workers and peasants are draw-
ing up the balance sheet of socialist construction and of the appli-
cation of socialist labour legislation in the Soviet Union. What
are the results? In the Soviet Union the capitalists have been
expropriated, the workers gained their rights. In Hitler Germany
the capitalists have been given subventions and taxation allevia-
tions, and an unrestricted right of exploitation. The workers’
factory councils have been abolished. In the Soviet Union the
seven-hour day has been introduced, the 35-hour week, and with
this higher wage rates. In Hitler Germany the wage rate agree-
ments have been done gway with, wages have been steadily re-
duced, and working hours are fixed as the employer thinks best.
In the Soviet Union unemployment has been completely liquidated,
social insurance has been developed, and its dues fall to the under-
taking. In Germany there are six million unemployed, and social
insurance and unemployment benefit are being cut down.

It is the intention of the capitalists that the fascist slave law
shall liquidate the class struggle of the proletariat, but the Ger-
man working class will see to it that precisely this slave law wil.],‘
intensify millionfold the hatred felt by the working people for
the fascist rule of blood. This law must be reduced to a mere
scrap of paper by a great wave of strikes, demonstrations, palitical
protest strikes, and political mass strikes. Independent class trade
unions must be formed as revolutionary mass organisations in all
factories and industries. The orientation of the strategy of the
C.P.G. towards the revolutionary overthrow of the Hitler dictator-
ship imperatively demands the concentration of the main forces
of the Party on the organisation of the strike movements and the
formation of independent class trade unions.

The Limli(t of Social Fascist Demagogy

The New Fighting Programme of the Social-Democratic Party of
Germany

A year after Hitler's seizure of power, the Central Committee
of the social-democratic party of Germany which had ﬁed to
Prague considers the time to have arrived to replace thg old pro-
gramme by a new one. The " Neue Vorwaerts,” the presént organ
of the S.P. of Germany, published in its issue of January 28 a two-
column long document entitled, “ Fight and Aims of Revolutionary
Socialism—the Policy of the Social-Democratic Party of Germany.”
With the same unsurpassed brazenness the social fascist leac_je;s
who in May last, in the Reichstag, openly voted for Hitler, to-day
bring forward a ‘ revolutionary ” programme for the overthrow of
the same fascist dictatorship which without them would never
have been set up. In this programme there occur passages such
as the following : —

“In the fight against the national-socialist dictatorship
there can be no compromise and no room for reformism or
legality. The tactics of social democrats must be determ'm_ec{
exclusively by the objective in view, the conquest of the power
of the State, its consolidation and strengthening in order to
bring into being a socialist social order. For the overthrow of
the dictatorship everyymeans towards this end must be
utilised.” ‘r/ .

“ No reformism, no legality, no compromise.” How they have
attacked us, how they have abusively described the Communists as
followers of illusions and even as criminals against the proletariat
because they stigmatised the tactics of perpetual compromise, the
accursed social-democratic policy of the “lesser evil,”” as a crime
against the proletariat. To-day all this is no longer true. Regard-
less of everything they have done since 1914, the social fascists
who prepared the way for Hitler, suddenly come forwatrd as
uncompromising, incorruptible “revolutionaries.”

“A revolutionary struggle necessitates revolutionary
orgdnisation. The old forms and machinery of organisation
have ceased to exist, and any attempt to revive them would
be in conflict with the new conditions of the struggle. ..
Small groups are constituting themselves, the picked troops of
the revolutionary forces, who will have to learn the technique
of their action through dearly bought experience.”

Yes, the social-democratic organisation has been shattered. It
the social-democratic party leaders of Germany record this to-

N
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aky,'they SRly confirrh Whidt bas diteddy been a fact for months
past, afid whit everybdy who kit thé soctal-demoeratic electoral
mAMINE foreSaw : - thi§ orgdnisatioh was riot caPable of any firm,
illegal cohesion or any conspirative revolitionary détivity. “But this
incapacity was due not ¢only fo its form of organisation. A party
which, Hke the social démocracy, has for decades trained its mem-
bers lzz'respecr tHé" 'boutias of Yegdity, to be blindly obedient
townrds a stratum of Bureaucrats who allied themselves indis-
solubly ‘with the bourgeoisié, & pafty Whith éould call upon s
xa‘l’fbwyérs to wote for Hindenburg at the Presidential elections as
the “lésser evil,” for the same Hindenburg who afterwards
appofnted Hitler as Reichs-Chancellor—such a  party, ‘whose
leaders, th’ addition, left' the masses in the lurch in the hour of
damgér, was. bound to be annihilated under the terror of fascism.
And’ when the social-fascist leatiers ‘mow wish to revive this party
again, they know very well that this is guite impossible with the
olff formulas of legality and compromise. Hence the revolutionary
phirasetlogy, which even goes to the extent of direetly taking over
Cotimunist slogans and demands, and which has no other aim
than to bring back into the fold of the soeial demoeracy the active
anti-fascist elements among the social-democratic workers who
have long since, in the common revolutionary fight together with
the Communists, recognised the sorrectness. of ‘the Communist
policy. T

" "w“i.et Hitler make a mess of things.” that for a long time was
the ‘only ‘thing ‘the sécial-démoeratic 'leaders had to.say to the
massés. 'To-day ‘this ald Hes ‘concealed behind the exceedingly
dangerous theory of spontafieity: - fone

‘ « As the internal conflicts within fascism and the class

struggle within capitalism develop and become steadily more

‘acubé, as discontent and disillusionmént shake the hold of the

. national socialist dictatorship upon the masses, as movements

""" ot ‘opposition arise wil spontaneous mass movements come into

being, it will be the task of these picked revohitionary troops

to deepen the divisions and doubts in the minds of the masses,
to guide their development, do tnfluence: their direction, so as

4 maltiply their.awp points of contact with the masses and to

extend the revolutionary organisation into a ‘mass organisa-

tion.” v .

‘This may sound revolutionary, but nevertheless it is counter-
rq‘\{gmt.l’oﬁary. Por he who wishes to wait for the spontaneously
arjsing mass movement, for the disappointment of the national
socigﬁgt followers, and for the contradictions within fascism, which
can only deyelop as a result of the driving force of the class
struggle, who only then perceives his revolutionary tasks, instead
of seeing to-day the dectsive problem of the development of partial
sn}gg"es of strikes in the factories as the precondition for the
ovétthroly of the fascist dictatorship—he only clothes with revolu-
tiopary phrases the old ‘soctaldemocratic slogan : “ Let Hitler make
a mess of things” It is fot‘due to chance that the whole “revolu-
tionary programme ” 6f the social demotracy never mentions the
words strike, mass strike and general strike. There is a lot of talk
about socialism and about power which they have not got, but the
programme maintains silence regarding the only way to the over-
throw of the fascist dictatorship, the way of developing the partial
m’-u,%gies and increasing them to mass struggles. Instead of this,
the old@ democratic démands are trotted out. The “fight for the
democratic freedom of movement™ and the right of assembly is
designated as ‘‘the revolutionary transition stage to capturing
State power.” It is the old slogan, “ through democracy to

clalism* presented in a more revolutionary form. It is quite
cléar that Wels and his consorts are concluding an alliance with
the Trotskyists when this programme contains the following regard-
ing the fight for democratic demands and rights:—

. “The struggle for democracy thus broadens out into a fight

for the complete overthrow of the political power of national

clalism. This struggle is only a stage in the .revolutionary
conquest of the whale power of the State.”

. It is therefore, as is here-openly said, nothing else but the
neborious “ democratic . transition stage,” the old Weimar. demo-
cpacy, whigh provided such a splendid breeding ground for Hitler
fascism. . It is therefore by no means a question of the overthrow
of the capitalist rule, but only a certain form of the capitalist rule,
namely, the “ natjonal socialist State power.” And for this purpose
Wels and his copsarts wish to misuse the anti-fascist militancy of
their working-class - supporters. Strikes and mass strikes could
lead to the overthrow of. capitalism, therefore they prefer to say
nothing about them, They wish, with a few harmless democratic

reforms, to rescue the bourkeoisie from thé threatening profetabtah
revolution. . ‘ R T e T

Bat the less the programmie shows the way to the overthrow &t
the fascist dictatorship, and the more it comfines itself to a few
sham-revolutionary phrases and to a theoretical recognition of the
foreible overthrow of the dictatorship, the more it ind_ulges_in sham
radical demagogy when it speaks of the exercise of ‘power by the
working class. Tt is true, the social-democratic party leaders ‘are
unable completely to obliterate the memory of their shameéful
crime of throttling the November revolution of 1918. And thHere-
fore, at ‘the cemmmencement of the passage of ‘the sectionh dea
with the exércise of power, they appear to engage i seHlcHticisi

“'The political transformation of 1918 endéd up in ‘a
counter-revolutionary development originating in the war gnd
thé whippiig up of nationalist sentiment among the pedple.

The Empire of the Kaiser was not overthrown as & result of an

organised, planned and determined fight by the working class,

but owing to the defeat on the battle fields. The social-demo-
cratic party, as the only organised force left intact, took over
control of the State without opposition, sharing it as a mdtter
of course with the bourgeois parties, the old bureautracy and
even with the ‘reorganised military forces. That it should have
taken over the old machinety of government virtually uh-
changed was the great historical error committed by d Ger-
man Labour Movement which had lost its sense of direction
during the war. The hew situation excludes any possibility of

a repetition of this mistake.”” : '

It is bard to find words which would adequately characterise
this boundless cynicism in the mouths of those who choked the
proletarian revolution of 1918 in the blood of the BSpartacus
fighters. According to these gentlemen, the armies of the Entente
and not the systematic, courageous, anti-militarisj work ofthe
revolutionaries, of the Spartacus League and,the pest glements in
the independent socialist party, not the courageous revolt of the
saflors in Kiel swept away the monarchist regime! The social
democracy, the Eberts, Scheidemanns, and Noskes did not, -as.is
proved by thousands of documents, defend the monarchy right up
to the last moment, and when the revolt of the sajlors broke out
in Kiel send their representatives in agreement with the mongrchist
generals, in order to crush the revolt. No, they simply “ fook aver
power.” Nay more, they shared power with the bourgeois parties
and the old bureaucracy and the reorganised military apparatus.
But who else reorganised this military apparatus but Herr Noske,
who to-day is peacefully enjoying a pension graciously granted to
him by Goering? Who else was it but Noske who armed the free
corps and reinstated the monarchist generals? Who else but Ebert
and Scheidemann fetched out the monarchist officials who had
crept away into their hales and showered offices and dignities upon
them? With this “self-criticism” of the .“ mistakes” of sqcial
democracy in 1918, consisting of a mixture of falsification of history
and cynicism, they wish not only to silence those in their own
ranks who might remind them of these bloody crimes, but.they
want at the same time to gloss over all the crimes comamitted in
the years following up to the shameful 17th of May, 1833. “The
new. situation excludes any possibility of a repetition of this mis-
take.” Never have the socialist criminals more .shamelessly
deceived the masses than with this sentence. No, the new situa-
tion does not only not exclude a repetition of their crime, but it
would, if the social fascists came into power again, cause them
to repeat it ten and twentyfold. ‘ i

The demands which are raised as the first measures of a revo-
lutionary government are nothing else but the most base and con-
temptible fraud. “Setting up of a revolutionary tribunal.” - This
is written by the same people who are fully aware that they are
the first who, on. the day of the victory of the proletarian xevolu-
tion in Germany, would have to be.brought before the revolutionaxy
tribunal. When they steal from the Communists the demand for
the immediate exgropriation without compensation of the large
landed estates and:of the heavy industries, the transfer of -the
Reichsbank to the ownership and control of the Reich, the demand
for the separation of Church and State—all this cannot, copoeal
the true character of this programme. But just as the wends:
strike, general strike and proletarian dictatorship nre carefully
avoided, so alse there is no mention in the, prograsame; .0f : $be
decigive demand for the arming of the proletariat. Inatesdio we
read, of .the “organisation of trustwarthy military: . eus Dolice
forces,” Well, Herr Noske was also of the opinion that it was

essssss——
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neceseary L0 st UD & irustworthy military power,” and it was in
fact trustwortly 1n.the fight against | the inner ememy.” And in
regard to socialisation, we call to mind those posters of the aocialisa-
tions commission. whicl wege pasted.up everywhere : *Socialisation
is.on e mageh.” ; It has marched, backwards so far that the
new LabopsJaw. (which_js only the; cudmination of: Ebert’s distor-
tion of the factory couneil jdeg, in the faetory councit law enacted
by; the QE¥mAD; sogishdemocratie. government) is in its reactionary
natyze W -y any capitalist country. But is it due to
cbange - /ip bBis Programme np Mmention is made of the word
50".% Jusli-as these is Bo mentien of the words strike, arming,
and dickatorship of the preletariat? . The sacial-democratic leadeérs
have gug. Bp. 416, 0ld Weimar democracy and they, imagine they
will Be;phle; opee again to deceive these same German workers
who iR ong ¥ean wf the Hitler dictatorship realised to their cost
the whele extent of the crime committed by the soctal faseists in
splitting (he German working. glass. : :
They wigh-40. mamiain this split. They themsekves realise that
the:time of #he revalutionary overthrow of the Hitler dicfatorship
is appreecping; and-they are Frembling for their ‘bourgeoisie, for
their tapitalism, just fis they trembled for them in 1918, 1t is high
time; - they; think, o ‘offer themselves as the savieurs from Bol-
sheyiom;, @5 [the lessér evil! Fdr there is not & word in the pro-
gramme:shotti Bolshevism, about the wordd-histérici] example of
victerious Socinlism inthe Soviet Union. Theéy know perfectly well
why theylididunot mention. it. -But do they teally believe that a
paper programme isssued by a handful of bankrupt politicfans and
crimingls who Have fled abroad, will' have a-greater effect than the
impasing exampleraf s6cislist donstraction eartied out by a nation
numbering 170-miMon; the example of the victorious October of
Bolslwevism?  Ho%w miberably weak they ‘must- feel themselves
wheri. :they - ihvite  ¥ll -the  counmterwrevolutfenary groyps, the
Trolskylsts, 8" Brandlerists, ete., to foin the: revolutionary
stroggle, but aEtHE same tidte, M the only sentence in which they
mextion the /Communists, aceuse them of “perpetuating the split
in the working'itlass; of their own. uhatonable crime. Against
CommAnising '4gainst’ stilkes and the gemeral striké, against the
srmingef $he Proletariat, against the Soviet’ dictatorship of the
worketd' and peasants, but for the rescue of the bourgeoisie and of
capitalism’ at/¥he"mement of thé overthrow of the fasclst dictator-
ship, for the hundredfold repetition of all the crimes cammitied by
thern: agaitist $h€ proletarian revolution-that is the essence of this
appaténitty thdifel’ programme of the soclal fascists. This pro-
gramifié déelards that: the socfal democrats “will refuse to lend
themséles’ to “any séif Vivisection which, by tdle discussion of the
probleth of 'the tise ‘to be made of 4 victory not yet ‘achieved, will
perpefuate’ the dissensions amofe ‘the warking class, who are the
best-protéetiori ‘of the dictatorship® But this question of the use
to bématte "of the vittory of the proletarian revolution is of the
same''decisive ithporthncs as the question of ‘achieving this victory.
It is not by mesris of passively wafting for the spantaneous nup-
rising, not “tHe replacémient of the proletarian dictatorship by any
new form vt bourgeois democracy, that fascism and all its aiders
and abettors will be annihilated, but only by means of Balshevism,
by means ¢ organising the proletarian revolution, by means of
the g;mgﬁ revolf and the establishment of the Soviet power of the
workefs “and peasants. Clearriess on these questions is the pre-
condition for the revolutionary unity of the working class. It is
therefore gur task to create this clearness in indefatigable com-
radely enlightenthent, werk among the social-democratic, christian
and non-party morkers, Whoever renpunces clearness on these
Questions, ha 3 victory of the proletarian revolution, who-
ever delibera

e
elibe a.!;elylp.v,g%,s clearness on these questions, does the work
of the fascist. counter-revolution, and wishes to bar to.the workers
the only pafh which leads to freedom and socialism: Lenin's path
of Red Octqber, , .. . .. - ‘

Protest Against the Fascist Terror -
padiogzoacen By Willy Trostel: (Zurich)
To the ' Werkers of theWorld! : To_all Hand and Brain Workers!
misotinnc 2 Mo all AntliFassists!: . 1. -
‘Whoever [i5:qtilt idapableof indignation, Whoever'is gtill capable

of human cthought and humarni selidarity; whoevet ‘weéuld save
humein. Yifte, Twhisuver ré3peéts and: uamilves 10yalty to’ convietichs,
Whoever 18 b untifaseist fiom feeling! ahd eonvietion: thiist néw
give energeticekpiresston to-his indignation and dsgust.
© Thidedheamanid dight Waridred Pecple Tave Heen ‘Riutdered ih

one year of the Hitler terror-in Germany, shot dowh like dogs, tor-
tured to death, shot “ whilst attempting to eséape,’" sentenced to
death by the terrorist courts of faseism and dragged to the block
and decapitated by the fascist executioners. Our comrates died
Yke hemes. loyal to the working class to the last with their fdith in
the proletarian revolution on their lips. ’

Over & hundred thousand anti-faseists, workers and intellect-
uals, non-Party workers, social democrats and Commurists, are
tseing held in concentration camps and prisons where théy are
treated worse than the victims of mediaeval torture. ‘They are
gﬁolr;g ‘systematically tortured, maltreated, physically and mentally

en, - .

Hundreds of thousands of familles, women and children,
mothers'and wives live in constant dread and anxiety for the fate
of their dear ones in the grip of the fascist terror machine. They
Bre themselves suffering under the fascist terror and are subjected
to brutal arbitrariness and chicanery. They are beitig robbed of
the means of éxistence. They are suffering starvation and Hying
in misery and need. : o ‘
. Dimitrov, who won the sympathy and respect of the whole
world as a result of his éoumgeous and undaunted attitude at the
Lelpzig frame-up, is still in a fascist prison despite the fact of his
acquittal under the pressure of world public epinion and the pro-
test demonstrations of millions of workers all over the Wworld.
Together with his comrades, Torgler, Popov and Tanev, he has now
beeni transferred to Berlin—into the hands of Gdering, the man
who declared brutally and cynically at the trial that He would
murder Dimitrov and his friends as soon as he got them outside
the power of the court and who will certainly put his threat Ifito
action at the first opportunity. o

In addition, Dimitrov is seriously ill and is not receivirng tHe
necessary medical attention at the hands of the fascists. Hls two
Bulgarian comrades are also ill. ‘ )

A-day or so ago four of the leading officials of the Communist
Party, including Johannes Scheer, a member of the Political Bufeau
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party, two,progﬁnegt
‘officials of the Red Aid, Erich Steinfurth and Eugen Schinhaar,
and a prominent official of the Young Communist Leaguge, Rudolf
Schwarz, were murdered. They were taken out and shot “whilst
attempting to escape ” as revenge for the killing of a renegade angd
traitor to his class, a common informer who was the object of
popular hatred. PFour of the firest fighters of the working class
have been destroyed by the fascist murderers. Four ¢omrades have
been murdered in a particularly brutal and cowardly fashion, Four
workers who had devoted their lives:to the revolutionary class
struggle and who had remained undaunted at their posts in the
period of illegality and terror and who remained [pyal to their
class, to the revolutionary class struggle and to Communism despite
the tortures and maltreatment to which they were subjected by the
fascists in prison and concentration camp.

Thaelmann, the leader of the German working class is faced
with a process for “high treason” which is to end in his sentenge
to death:and * legal” execution. Not only that, but his lifle 'ik-
urgent danger as is that of Dimitrov and his comrades. and aF Wap
that of our four murdered comrades. At any moment we may
receive news that Thaelmann, Dimitrov and the other leaders of
the revolutienary working class movement have been “ shot whilst
attempiing to esgape.” N Rk

- But despite the terror and despite the mass murders the
revolutionary werking class movement in. Germany is still alive: Tt
is invineible. There i3 no power, no tetror, no matter how mur-
deraus, which can destroy it. It is alive armd it will be victorious!
The best sections of the German proletariat are fighting under ‘the
lpagership of the-Communist Party of Germany with heroic courage
and incomparable steadfastness against fascism: and against the
‘bloedy fascist terror despite prison, cancentration camps, torture
and death. . Not hundreds, or even thousands, but 'bundreds of
thousands ape taking part in' the' struggle with an unbrokén ‘eon-
fidence in victary,. knowing that the proletarian revokitidri and
socialism must trivmph- over decaying. capitalism. 3

‘The bloody fascist ‘terror, the eowardly murder of our four
comifades, thie/continued imprisonment of the “nctiuitted ” Dimitroy
aiid his comirades, £he daffy death sentendes and executions and t;he
daanigele inwhich "Phaelthann is living in'the hands’of the fascist
Exeddtionerd must rouse the working masses all over the world ¥
triotest’ indtgnantly, to éxpress their disgust and anger, to show
their ywlidarity wrd:fighting spirit in'the striggle against fastism,
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Flesh from our flesh, and blood from our blood is at stake.
The wives and children of our comrades are trembling for their
lives daily. Our best and bravest comrades are carrying on the
fight in Germany.

Thousands, tens of thousands, hundreds of thousands are
sacrificing their peace, their living, their freedom and their very
lives in the struggle for the emancipation of the working class from
the slavery of capitalism and the bloody scourge of fascism.

And what about us? We are going on as though nothing had
happened. We report at the labour exchanges as usual, or observe
the capitalists cutting down our wages. We see the advance of
fascism. We see the armaments for a new imperialist war, for an
armed intervention against the first land of socialist construction.
We observe the growing fighting spirit of broad masses of the
toilers.

But where is the elementary indignation, where is our protest,
where are our demonstrations, where are our fighting actions?
Where is the millionfold force, the tremendous power which could
not only save our comrades and put a stop to the murderous terror,
but which could lift the whole world out of its sockets?

'If we recognise this force, if we develop the will to power then
we can save not only our comrades who are faced with death and
torture, we can help not only the fighting German working class,
but we can save ourselves.

Protest against fascism! There must be no factory, no labour
exchange, no working class quarter, no town and no village where
the toilers who are class-conscious, proletarian and anti-fascist do
not go onto the streets in powerful demonstrations against fascism,
mass before the buildings of the German consulates and embassies
and express their indignation and protest with resolutions and
deputations.

One is helpless, but many demand attention and millions
represent an invincible force. We are this force and we must be it.
Therefore each of us must do his part to make this force effective
and to demonstrate it.

Let every factory, every organisation, whether trade union,
Red Aid, Party, W.I.R. or other class organisation of the working
class do everything possible to mobilise its supporters and its in-
fluence to save Dimitrov and his comrades and to defend the lives
of Comrade Thaelmann and the other imprisoned anti-fascist
workers, to release them from prison, to protest against the
cowardly murder of four of the leading officials of the Communist
Party, and for the struggle against international fascism.

‘ In this way we can defeat fascism in our own countries. In
this way we are linked up with the fight of the workers of all
countfies.

‘With the courage of Dimitrov, the conviction of Liebknecht, the
spirit of Lenin and the iron will of Stalin we shall be victorious.

Protest against fascism! All forces to the front! Death to
fascism! Long live the revolutionary class struggle and the v1ctory
of socialism!

Arouse the Masses Against the Murderers
of Comrade Scheer!

By Fritz Heckert

The blood-stained fascist executioners have committed another
brutal crime against the German working class. They have
murdered in cold blood Comrade John Scheer, member of the
Central Committee of the heroic Communist Party of Germany,
and with him Comrades Erich Steinfurth, Eugen Schoenhaar, and
Rudolf Schwarz. They have added to the thousands of murders
already committed four more brutal assassinations, killing four
of the best and sincerest revolutionists, eminent and leading func-
tionaries of the C.P.G.

The working class—not only of Germany, but the whole inter-
national proletariat—must realise the fact that the murder of John
Scheer in the given situation in Germany has a special significance.
During the last few weeks a fresh wave of intensified terror has
swept over the Germany of Hitler, of Goering and Goebbels, of
Thyssen, Krupp, and von Stauss. Hundreds of revolutionary
workers are being arrested, and brutally maltreated in the Storm
Troop barracks and concentration camps. The rulers of the
“Third Reich” stand with empty hands after a year of thefr
accomplished “ national revolution.” They have not been able to
redeem a single one of their promises. Under their rule the rich
become richer, the poor poorer. They have grovelled before pre-

datory imperialism, have pursued a fulfilment policy “as far as
possible,” and have done nothing to wipe out the disgrace of
Versailles. ’

And because all this i{s s0, no phrasemongering about
“ national re-awakening” and “community of the people” has
been able to hold down the working class and to “convince ” it
The proclamation of the unresistricted despotic rufe of the
exploiters in the works and factories, the impudent robbery of the
last remnants of the workers’ rights, the brutal whip of forced

‘Jabour held over the unemployed, have generated a bitter hatred

which had already found expression in action in meny places.
Disappointment and mistrust have crept into the ranks of the
millions of petty bourgeois adherents of the fascists, and disrup-
tion is spreading in these ranks. Even in the elite troops of the
fascists, the S.S. and the S.A., open rebellion is raising its head.

The heroic Communist Party of Germany stands unshaken at
the head of the anti-fascist struggle. It organises all the resist-
ance actions in the works and factories, at the labour exchanges,
and in the labour service camps. Its bold and courageous attitude
is gaining for it the daily increasing confidence of the people, also
in the ranks of the former social-democratic workers and former
members of the shattered reformist trade unions. It is penetrating
into the broad strata of the middle class. In illegal newspapers
and leaflets it appeals daily for the assembling of all forces against
the fascist executioners. It continues to undermine the already
tottering foundations of the structure erected by the ruling
myrmidons of capital.

Pale fear and trembling have seized the bombastic dictators.
Not even their pompous and high-sounding phrases can conceal
their growing uncertainty. It is only by means of the steady
intensification of their terrorist methods that they have been able
to maintain their power, the unrestricted power of financial and
monopolist capital. Now they know that their murder of over 8,000
revolutionists, and the cruel tortures of 180,000 anti-fascists
imprisoned in the jails and concentration camps, kave not aceom-
plished the pacification they have hoped for, have not “exter-
minated Communism and Marxism.” On the contrary, a fresh
wave of revolutionary upsurge is rising all over Germany, especially
in the decisively important working-class districts. The impending
end of the bloody dictatorship of fascism is casting its shadow
before.

Faced by this situation, the bloody rulers intengify their brutal
terror. They are specially anxious to deal a blow at the revolu-
tionary leaders of the working class, at the illegal C.P.G. They are
endeavouring to deprive the Communist Party of its leadership by
murdering the members of the Central Committee, they hope to
frighten thé anti-fascists now gathering to form the united front.

Hence the murder of Comrade Scheer. has a special significance.
It is not one of the customary fascist murders. Comrade, Scheer
was shot down treacherously on orders from high places, on orgers
from the incendiary Goering and the other blood-stained fascist
rulers. His death sentence was passed because he was a leading
member of the Central Committee of the C.P.G., member of its
Political Bureau and its Secretariat. The fascist dictators,
trembling for their positions of power, have determined on the
physical extermination of the leading Communists. The murder
of Comrade Scheer is intended to deal a blow at the whole Central
Committee of the CP.G.

Great danger is impending. The leader of the C.P.G., Comrade
Thaelmann, is in the clutches of the bloodthirsty haters of Com-
munism, and with him other members of the C.C. and thousands
of Communist functionaries. Comrade Dimitrov and his three
compenions, despite their acquittal, are still kept in prison by the
fascists. Daily the fascist rulers utter threats in their speeches,
their proclamations, and their newspapers, evidencing clearly that:

The life of Comrade Thaelmann, the life of Comrade Dimitrov,
the lives of thousands of sincere and courageous Commaunists are
in immediate danger!

In this hour it is the highest revolutionary duty of the whole
working class to arouse a storm of mass protest against the brutal
murder of Comrade Scheer, against the threatened murder of the
leader of the C.P.G. and many thousands of its functionaries.

Comrade Scheer was a faithful son of the proletarian class.
A workman who worked his way up to the position of a leading
member of the Central Committee of the Communist Party, thanks
to his ardent enthusiasm for the working class, and thanks to his
own energy, aided by the confidence placed in him by his comrades.
He was a courageous fighter, and remained at his post<in the midst
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of fascist terror, faithful to his Party and to his class, and giving
his life for them.

The leader of the C.P.G., Comrade Thaelmann, whose life is in
danger, is & workman, whose firm diligence has equipped him with
all the qualities of the proletarian fighter, and who represents the
true type of the leader of the revolutionary workers’ party of
Germany, the C.P.G.

Fascism has thousands of these comrades in its clutches, and 13
determined to slaughter them brutally, to deprive the working class
of their leadership.

An impassioned appeal goes forth to the whole working class
to thwart by mass action the intentions of the blood-stained fascist
murderers,

The Communist Party must strengthen on every front the
struggle against fascist terror.

Workers in the workshops and factories! Exact atonement
for the murder of your class Comrade John Scheer, prevent the
murder of Comrade Thaelmann, by means of strikes and mass
protests.

Unemployed at the labour exchanges and in labour service
camps! Spread the truth about this brutal murder by means of
mass discussions and thousands of leaflets, organise protest actions
in the centres of compulsory labour.

And to you, social-democratic workers, an especially urgent
appeal goes forth, an appeal to join the ranks of the united front
with your Communist class comrades. Do not let yourselves be
prevented from doing this, in this dark and dangerous hour, by the
manceuvres of your leaders. The new programmatic declaration of
the party committee of the C.P.G., which is called a fighting pro-
gramme, merely pretends to advocate the revolutionary struggle.
In reality the old slogan is maintained of democracy for the whole
people, and therewith also for the capitalists. This is the same
social democracy in whose name Rosa Luxemburg, Karl Liebknecht,
Leo Jogisches, Eugene Levine, and tens of thousands of other
revolutionists were struck down and murdered, the same democracy
which has paved the way for gory fascism.

Remember the murder of Comrade Scheer, remember the
threatening murder of Comrades Thaelmann, Dimitrov, and the
thousands of faithful revolutionists, and weld together the united
front of the proletarian class for powerful resistance against the
fascist murderers. Remember that the murdered Comrade John
Scheer made the creation of the revolutionary class front of the
proletar{at for the joint struggle his highest aim in life.

Comrade John Scheer

Moscow, February 5.

The press publishes the following obituary statement:—

Pain and anger are once more aroused in the hearts of the
workers of dll countries by the news of the fresh vile murder com-
mitted by the German fascists. Comrade John Scheer has been
shot. He was one of the best leaders of the German working class,
a member of the Political Bureau of the C.C. of the CP.G. The
cowardly executioners of the fascist regime murdered him in ac-
cordance with the traditional rites of the White Guardist secret
police. Comrade Scheer, who was arrested two months ago, was
taken from Berlin in a motor-car, and shot dead in the forest, and
with him three other active functionaries of the C.P.G., Comrades
Erich Steinfurth, Eugen Schoenhaar, and Rudolf Schwarz. The
fascist leaders, drunk with the blood of the workers, announce
Cynically “shot whilst attempting to escape” The murder of
Comrade Scheer is a fresh stab in the back of the German working
class, for Comrade Scheer was of the flesh and blood of the Ger-
man workers. He was one of those workers’' leaders who have
risen out of the masses, and who have been placed by the fighting
Proletariat at the head of its vanguard.

Working indefatigably in the midst of the working class, strug-
gling"with Bolshevist d¢termination for the winning over of the
Mmasses, Comrade Scheer advanced to the foremost ranks of the
leaders of the herdic CP.G." "Talented, proletarian and unassum-
ing, irreconcilable against enemije$ ‘and traitors, Comrade Scheer
was elected to the C.C. of the CP.G. st the Wedding Party Con-
gress;. i 1932 he was eleptéd secretary of the C.C, of the CP.G.
Under the legdership of such yndsunted fead
OF G, s efapleg to continue 1S Work wit ,
mass Party, aftér the blows déalt by faseism forced it ifito itegality.
In profoundest illegality, and losing its best fighters day by day, the

with uribrdken ranks, as’a’

CP.G. reorganised its ranks. Without losing one single day, it
continued to work unwearyingly, and is organising the German
proletariat for the struggle against fascism. This brilliant
organisational and tactical reorganisation, carried out by a mass
Party under the sweeping fire of the enemy, is the great historical
achievement of the leaders of the C.P.G. among them Comrade
John Scheer

The fascists were well aware of this. For nine months their
bloodhounds hunted him. The ring drawn by the police around
Comrade Scheer drew closer and closer. His Party comrades urged
him to go abroad, but this undaunted revolutionist, relentless
against himself, refused to leave his illegal work in Germany.
When the fascist scoundrels arrested Scheer, they did not venture
to publish the fact, fearing the mass protest of the working class.
In the case of Dimitrov, whose murder had been already planned,
the wrath of the toiling masses had already forced them to a
cowardly retreat and to the hypocritical acquittal of Leipzig.

It is not difficult to imagine what tortures Comrade Scheer had
to suffer at the hands of the fascist sadists in the Storm Troop
barracks and torture chambers of the German Secret Police. But
the fact that they have killed him by cowardly shots in the dark
shows that they were afraid of this German proletarian, who had
become the leader of hundreds of thousands of proletarians, and
that they are afraid of the wrath of the working class of the whole
world. And they will not escape from this wrath. The toilers of
the whole world will rise against these fascist murderers of the age
of imperialist barbarity, who set up scaffolds and stakes in the
centre of ““civilised " Europe as in the Middle Ages, and who place
the latest achievements of technics, medicine, and physiology at
the service of morphinists and degenerates drunk with the blood of
the workers.

The name of John Scheer will be remembered by the workers
of the whole world. Though he is dead, he continues to live in the
hearts of the workers, fighting for the cause of proletarian revolu-
tion. In all countries he calls the workers to the flag of the
Communist International. The toilers of all countries raise the
banner of struggle against German fascism higher than ever, over
the mutilated corpses of the latest victims of the fascist execution-
ers, for German fascism embodies the whole brutality of the
classes doomed to extinction, the whole fear af death of capitalism
faced by the advancing proletariat, the whole war madness of the
imperialist system confronted by the building up of socialism on
one sixth of the globe.

Let us strengthen the international struggle for the release of
Dimitrov, Thaelmann, and the other prisoners. of fascism.

Down with fascism! Long live the heroic G.P.G.!

(Signed) Kuusinen, Heckert, Bela Kun, Wan Min,
Okano, Bronkovski, Knorin, Rust, Ron-
coli, Dolorez, Kolarov, Haaken.

Appeal of the International Release Committee

Paris, February 3.

In Germany faseist terror is raging as never before. During
the last few days the world has heard of the cruel murder of four
more defenceless political prisoners, and has received much per-
turbing news about the fate of the thousands of prisoners in Ger-
man jails and concentration camps.

Yesterday the world learnt that the Leipzig prisoners, Dimitrov,
Popov and Tanev, have been conveyed unexpectedly from the
Leipzig prison to Berlin. All the attempts made by Dimitrov’s
mother to obtain contact with the prisoners, or to gain an idea of
their situation, are in vain.

The news of the cruel fourfold murder has spread like wildfire:
Thaelmann's deputy, John Scheer; Eugen Schénhaar, already
frightfully maltreated for months; Erich Steinfurth, secretary of
the Red Aid, already in a concentration camp for ten months; and
the courageous anti-fascist, Rudolf Schwarz, were suddenly con-
veyed to Nowawes, near Potsdam, for an alleged confrontation,
and were shot on thé way in accordance with the customary
formula of German fascism “whilst attempting to escape.”

Endeavours made by authorised persons to ascertain the situ-
ation of the incarterated e of the C.P.G.,, Thaehmana, have
proved fruitless. In Berlin ex ely perturbing rumours are circu-
lating with regard to his fate. The German authorities refuse to
reply to any questions. But the deeds being committed are sufficient
evideriee. :
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The newspapers refer to a fresh campaign of murder and
torture in all concentration camps and prisons. It is self-evident
that Hitler, Goering, and their political police, are initiating a
fresh wave of maltreatment of hostages, tortures, and murders.

All signs go to show that the fate which has been dealt to the
four murdered anti-fascists threatens Dimitrov, Torgler, Popov,
Tanev, the imprisoned leader of the C.P.G., Ernst Thaelmann, and
many thousands of prisoners in the concentration camps, jails, and
prisons.

In this dark hour, when the freshly-shed blood of these men
calls out to the conscience of the world, and raises its sinister
indictment against this rule of murder, in this hour the Inter-
national Release Committee for Dimitrov, Thaelmann, Torgler,
Popov, Tanev, and all anti-fascists imprisoned in Germany, ap-
peals for an energetic and determined action to save the lives of
these prisoners. :

Never before have the sadists of Hitler Terror raged so savagely
as now! Never before has the resolute struggle of the workers of
the world, of all anti-fascists and all sympathisers with socialism,
been so imperatively necessary as now. Our appeal is made to all
human beings, all organisations, committees, and institutions, who
are ready to co-operate with us: Immediate declarations of protest,
telegrams, delegations to the German embassies abroad, to the fas-
cist governmental authorities, to the managements of the con-
centration camps, prisons, and jails! All must help to secure the
mobilisation of all workers, all toilers, all intellectuals, all human
beings who still have hearts in their breasts and a sense of justice
and freedom!

Now it is not only a question of moral support, but of direct
financial aid and the powerful development of rescue action!

We must intervene in Germany by means of delegations of
jurists. We must form watch committees and inquiry committees:
the families of the murdered and incarcerated prisoners, who find
no justice and no lawyer in Germany, and who have no financial
means to fall back upon, must be aided by our mighty solidarity
action.

Save the victims from the executioners! Take up the struggle
against the Goering system of murder! Send immediate aid to the
threatened champions of the anti-fascist movement in Germany!
Prevent fresh murders!

International Release Committee for Dimitrov,
Thaelmann, Torgler, Popov, Tanev, and all anti-
fascists imprisoned in Germany.

International Protest Movement for the Release
of Thaelman, Dimitrov, Torgler, and all

Anti-Fascist Prisoners
Stockholm, February 8.

A demonstration convened by the W.I.R. in Trondhjem, taken
part in by over 400 persons, a demonstration of the Swedish C.P. in
Hiilsingborg (700 persons), in Lund (250), in Arlév (250). in
Enkoping (350), in Téby (60), in Stockholm South (150), 1n Njurunda
(350), in Norrkpping (400), and a demonstration of 350 persons in
Sundsvall, protested unanimously against the bloody terror of the
Hitler government, and demanded the release of the political
prisoners, especially of the Bulgarians and Torgler. The CP.S.
meetings protested at the same tima against the impudent action
of the social democratic police, and demanded from the social
democratic government the strict observance of the right of asylum
for all political refugees.

A public meeting at Kalmar, taken part in by 600 workers,
protested vigorously against the Hitler government, and demanded
the release of the men acquitted at Leipzig.

At the general meeting of the dockers of Sundsvall, a protest
resolution moved by the Communists against the terror of the
Hifler , government and for the political prisoners was adopted
unanimously.

Gothenburg, February 7.

In many places the leaders of the Nazi organisations of varying
trends have convened discussion meetings, which have been con-
vegted into anti-fascist demonstrations by the Communists.

"In & small village, Ehret in West Sweden, some Communists
organised a collection among the forést workers, who live in very
poor circumstances, for the political refugees from Germany. These
forest workers raised twenty-one crowns.

A meeting of seamen in Hilsingborg, and another in Gothen-

burg, also passed resolutions against the Hitler government and for
the political prisoners.
Yienna, February 7.

On January 30 four deputations were received by the German
Embassy, and gave the Ambassador a memorandum in which they
stigmatised in the strongest terms the year of Hitler’s rule, with its
murders of thousands of workers, and demanding from the German
government the immediate release of Dimitrov, Torgler, Popov, and
Tanev, Thaelmann, and the sixty-four workers now in the con-
demned cells. The Ambassador replied to the delegates that he
could not forward their memorandum, as its contents were too
sharp. The deputations then sent the memorandum by post to
Hitler in Berlin. The following undertakings had taken part in the
delegations: Bally Shoe Factory (XV. District), Friedrich Siemens
(XX1. District), Vienna taxi drivers, socialist students of Vienna
A day later delegations were sent to the German Ambassador by
the Red Falcons (X. District), by the Socialist Working Youth (X
District), and the Red Falcon leaders of Vienna.

Up to the present nine delegations have entered protests with
the Embassy. An evening newspaper reports this as a sensation

Prague, February 8.

The proletarian sportsmen of Prague-Vysocan, at a meeting.
adopted a sharp protest against the further incarceration of Dimi-
trov and his comrades. and against the murder of revolutionists.

Perth (West Australia), February 1.

The emigrants from Yugoslavia, working in the goldfields of
Boulder City, Kalgoorlie, and Kurrawang (West Australia), beld a
great joint demonstration, attended at the same time by many
Australian workers, and sent a resolution to President Hindenburg,
protesting against the brutality, the lapse into barbarism, and the
sadist madness of the Hitler government.

Moscow, February 11.

On February 8 the Bulgarian citizen Danoffski, the interpreter
of Dimitrov's mother (who cannot speak a word of German),
having been expelled from Germany, arrived here. He gives the
following details on the dangerous situation of Dimitrov, and also
of Popov and Tanev : —

“ Since their transference from the prison at Leipzig, the posi-
tion of the three Bulgarians is much worse in Berlin than during
their custody on remand and during the trial. They are incar-
cerated in the cellar of the buildings of the State Secret Police, in
cells without light, and are unable to read, write, or have Iinter-
course with one another. Their food is given them without knives
and forks. When their relations are allowed to visit them, three
police officials are present, a magistrate, and an interpreter, who
interprets every word. The conversation is written down, and
frequently interrupted. The prisoners may not say anything
“ political,” or state whether they feel well or ill The whole
buildings of the State Secret Police are swarming with Storm
Troopers and S.S. men, making the likelihood of a treacherous
attack on Dimitrov almost a certainty.

“Since the American lawyer Gallagher was expelled from
Germany, now followed by the expulsion of Danoffski, the rela-
tions of the Bulgarian revolutionists, Dimitrov’s old mother and
Tanev's wife, are left without advice or protection. They cannot
speak German, they are waiting in Berlin in a state of growing
alarm for their relations. Every day they expect to be turned
away from the Secret Police headquarters, as they were in Leipzig.
with the words: “ The prisoners are no longer here!” They are
even afraid that the worst may happen in the cellars of the Secret
Police without the authorities telling them. If they get to know
anything, they may not tell anybody, for the authorities threaten
to expel them from the country if they communicate with the
foreign press. Even in Leipzig vengeance was taken on Dimitrov's
old mother for every word of information reaching the foreign
press about the conditions under which the prisoners were living.

“ Now that the situation is considerably acuter, for the tharee
Bulgarians are in Goering's hands, the national socialists will do
their utmost to impose complete silence regarding the fate of these
men. Danoffski declares that he was expelled from Germany on
the grounds that he had given information to the foreign press:
I was taken to the Police Presidium, and had to stand behind an
iron railing till the expulsion document was given me. I was
torced to leave Dimitrov's old mother in a perfectly helpless pasi-
tion, and in such a weak state that any fresh great excitement is

bound te kill her.”
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Seventeenth Party Congress of the C.P.S.U.

Report of Comrade Manuilsky

Disintegration of Social Democracy—Growing Strength of the Communist Parties

Moscow, February 7, 1934.

Speaking of the treacherous role of the Second International,
Comrade Manuilsky stated:—

Not only the Welses arid Leiparts of Germany are to blame
for fascism coming to power, but so also are the socialists and
reformists of France, the General Council and Labour Party of
Great Britain® and the whole of the Second International. The
Second International is the main support of world reaction. Under
the conditions of the growing world revolutionary crisis, it plays
the same role that the church played in the course of centuries as
a means of deluding the masses.

Ta destroy the influence of social democracy is one of the most
essential conditions of accelerating the growth of the revolutionary
crisis. And one of the major signs of such growth of a revolution-
ary crisis is the crisis which has begun in the Second International.
The rupture of capitalism is becoming deeper, the rupture of the
social democracy is growing. The pre-war accentuation of im-
perialist contradictions brings disintegration to the Second Inter-
national as an international organisation even before war begins,
as distinct from what happened in 1914. Neo-fascist groups are
emerging,; there is discord in the upper layers of the social fascists,
reflecting the struggle within the camp of the bourgeoisie.

The advanced social democratic workers of such countries as
Germany are turning more quickly, and those of other countries
more slowly to Communism. The social democracy of Germany,
the leading party of the Second International, has committed
suicide as a political party, even if it is continuing its attempts to
rally together the rémnants of its cadres. The socialist party of
France has split into three parts. The Independent Labour Party
of Great Britain disaffiliated from the Labour Party in 1932 and
disaffiliated from the Secend International in April, 1933; the
membership of the reformist trade unions dropped by 400,000. In
nearly every capitalist country there exist two or three social
demoeratic parties.

But even more characteristic of the present position of inter-
national soeial democracy is its ideological confusion. Its slogans
of to-day represent hysterical leaps from one extreme to the other,
bearing witness to great ¢onfusion in its ranks.

“ We are for socialism, but without the pmleta.rian revolumon,"
the Second Tnternational anrounces.

We are for the proletarian revolution, declares the German
social democracy, but without the prolethrian dictatorship. We are
solely for the restoration of democracy.

We are for the proletarian dictatorship, but we ask the Comin-
tern to make an exception in the case of Scandinavia, where
democracy is still possible, declares Friendrich Adler. We are for
organisational unity, but against the united front, declares the
Second International.

And the former Spanish Minister, Largo Caballero, comments
on this thesis in the following manner: There exists no difference
between us and the Communists. What is the use of amalgamating
if we are already quite the same. (Laughter.)

The Roosevelt programme is our programme, declares the
Second International.

The Roosevelt programme is the programme of Italian fascism,
replies Mussolini.

Not reforms, but the question of power is on the order of the
day, Blusters the Second International.

We are prepared to seizeipower, if the President of the Re-
public calls on us, replies the socialist party of France. <Laughter.)

Referring to the position of the section of the Comintern, Com-
rade Manuilsky continued:—. =

THe confusion and crisis in the rann of social denocracy

result of many years of struggle of the Comintern and its sections
against the Second International. Nevertheless, if the Communist
Parties have not yet overthrown social democracy, it only shows
inadequate work on the part of the Communist Parties, which have
not availed themselves fully of the world economic crisis to under-
mine the influence of social democracy and to strengthen their own
positions in the world labour movement. If the Communist
Parties would not lag in winning over the majority of the working
class, the rate of development of the world revolutionary crisis
to-day would be other than it is, and the whole course of events
both in Germany and the world over would be different.

It is true that the Communists were the internal driving force
of all the revolutionary movements, that they were the only Party
which headed the unemployed movement; they bore all the volleys
at Geneva, and the entire burden of repression which came down
upon these movements. But it is also true that the Communists
often did not lead these movements, and did not lead them because
they had not carried out the preliminary daily routine work of
gathering and organising the forces of the working class for large
mass movements. Great events often took the Communist Parties
by surprise. The words spoken by Stalin, that the orientation of
some Communists was directed to a spontaneous victory of the
Revolution, aptly applied to some of the fraternal Communist
Parties. And in the sections of the Comintern there are Com-
munists to whom such sins as that of “ honest prattling,” which
was so severely criticised here by Comrade Stalin, are not foreign.
This sin especially is often to be found in several Communists of
the Latin countries who suffer from great shortsightedness in
their organisational work.

Many Communists are prepared at any moment to die a
heroic death on the barricades, but the heroism of slow daily work
they cannot understand.

The years of the crisis were the hardest years of the work of
the Communists in factories and plants out of the entire fifteen
vears of the existence of the Comintern. Manufacturers utilise the
crisis in order to rid their undertakings of Communists. Despite
this, during the last year the Comintern has achieved serious suc-
cesses in the work in the enterprises in Germany and Japan. But
this cannot be said of other Communist Parties which have not yet
overcome their weaknesses in this direction.

However, even where the Communists are carrying on the
struggle in the enterprises to win over the majority, they are not
always doing this in a satisfactory manner. Communists are filled
with the most sincere organic hatred of the social democrats; the
agents of capital within the working class movement. But this
healthy revolutionary batred must be correctly handed on to the
workers. It is necessary that the traitors’ role played by the
social democrats, which is clear to the Communists, should also be
clear to the social democratic workers. For them this is not yet an
axiom, but a theorem which has to be proved. It sickens an honest
Communist working man to refute the base sophisms of the social
democrats, he has rejected them long ago in his class consciousness,
but he demands just such decisive consistency from the social
democratic workers wha are only beginning to waver."

He knows that waverings in the Party are inadmissible, that
they are nothing else than a sign of opportunism, that wa.ver s in
the Party as those who leave Communism have to be 1 ar(@
it is hard for him to understand that waverers outside Yhe P
who are only coming to Communism, have to be correctly won
over, making them strong, reliable. supporters of the proletarian
dictatorship and of the Communist Party, supporters who will
never waver.

Qur Communists are not always versed in the subtleties of theé
crafty maneeuvres of the social democrats, espec ly of their so-
called left wing, and often in their united front tactics they fall
into a,trap prepared for them. Such a frap caught the French
com in the beginnjng of 1932, when they began negotiamons
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with Blum by discussions on the abstract theme of “ unity.” The
French Communists overlooked the fact that such negotiations
weaken the pressure of the Party on the social democrats, and that
at a time when German social dgimocracy opened wide the doors to
fascism, and when the entire Seeand Intermational was in‘a state
of the greatest confusion. The Genevd organisation in Switzerland
was unable to strengthen the influence on the working masses it
hag- gained as a result of the Geneva shootings, because it did not
repel in time the line of the right-opportunist Humbert-Drotz, who
was dragging the organisation to the weakening of the struggle
against the “ Left ” social democrat Nicole. And this Right appor-
tunism is to-day all the more the main danger, because the “ Left "
groups which have sprung up from disintegrating social demoeracy,
are attempting to hold back the revolutionising of the social demo-
cratic workers by means of the “Left” reformist intermediary
platforms, such as that of the English independent, Brockway.
If at the present time the crisis of social democracy has not yet
assumed more acute forms, this is due to the fact that in the
spring ‘of 1933, after the bankruptcy of the German social demo-
cracy, the Comintern sections did not proceed.energetically enough
to the attack against the Second International and did not
suﬁicxenﬂy utilise the rejection by the social democracy of the
proposal of the Oomintern of March 5 in order to unleash a storm
of -indignation of the workers of all countries who were eager for
revolutionary fighting unity against eapital.

But these weaknesses cannot cloud the achievements attained
by the Comintern during three and a half years.since the Sixteenth
Congress in widening the mass basis of its sections.

The Comintern has a total of 860,000 Communists in the
capitalist countries. But it is not so much the numerical growth
of the Communist Party that is important, as the growth of its in-
fluence. And yet this growth in the influence of the Communist
Parties is taking place when the overwhelming majority of the
Comintern'’s sections are working illegally and only fifteen sections,
including Soviet China, are more or less able to carry on their
work openly. In the majority of capitalist countries Communists
are working under conditions of the cruellest persecution.

The burning of the Reichstag by the fascist provocateurs shows
to what depths and baseness the dying classes will sink in the
struggle against the proletariat. That which is taking place now
in the fascist torture chambers in Germany eclipses the methods of
the white terror which have existed till now. The fascist 5tbrm
Troops arid their methods exsactly resemble the ferocious faces and
brutality of the drunken White Guards in the Denikin intelligence
service. ’

And in these conditions the German Communist Party not omy
preserved 100, 000 of its members, but is still growing. (Applause.)
Surely each Communist of such underground-preletarian gold, in
the scales of history, will weigh more than terfs -of thousands of
those who voted to the end for-social democracy. Honour and glory
to the German Communist Party, to'its Central Committee and to
its leader, Thaelmann, for producing such cadres. (Applause;.all
stand and applaud for a long time.)

Such cadres the Comintern has in many tens of thousands in
the capitalist world. The world has admired the behaviour of
Georg Dimitrov. (Prolonged applause.) The behaviour of Dimi-
trov is behaviour worthy of a Communist, a behaviour which thou-
sands of Communist rank and filers in all capitalist countries have
shown in more modest circumstances, a behaviour which Lenin
and Stalin have taught to the Bolshevik Party and which other
sections of the Communist International have learnt from it.
(Applause.) Equally the Hamburg worker, Luetgens, who died
under the fascist axe with the cry “ Long live the world proletarian
revolution,” is he not such a tempered-steel Bolshevik as is
Dimitrov?

The importance of the road taken by the Comintern is that the
voice of Liebknecht is not an isolated voice as it was in 1914—
thousands of Liebknechts in the capitalist countries are to-day
holding high and will to-morrow hold still higher in the event of a
new imperialist war, the bapner of the world proletarian revolution.
(Applause.) It is a question here not of the fiery test of separate
persons. Whole Parties have already stood such a historical test.
15 not the conduct and work of the German Communist Party
under caonditions of fascist terror the truest proof of the Bolshevik
mettle of the Communist Party of Germany?

The Party, three members of whose Central Committee have
been killed, each leading worker of which is virtually “ eondemned,”

more than 10,000 members of which were arrested in one week in
November last year, has not ceased its work for a single day. Slnce
the establiShment of the fascist dictatorship; it has circulated about
two million printed publications, its illegal central organ, the
“Rote Fahne,” although it appears irregularly is read by much
larger circles of people than when the “Rote Fahne” was pub-
lished legally. (Applause.) For the freedom of Communist speech
people are dying with as much courgge as died the Bolsheviks at
the front in the Civil War. In Thufingia, dn‘mconspicuois Party
worker, barricading himself in his apartment, opened the window
and transmitted a speech from the Moscow radio before a gather-
ing crowd until the fascist beasts killed him on the spot. In con-
ditions of severe illegality, the initiative of the lower Party
arganisations, which are quickly and independently reacting to
every event in the country, is widely developing.

New Party cadres are growing which enable the Party, after
big raids, to replace arrested comrades fourfold. Such a Party
cannot but win the confidence of the workers, such a Party rallies
millions.

Hes not another Communist Party, playing at present an im-
portant role, the Communist Party of Japan, passed such a Bol-
shevik test? In nine months alone, according to very incomplete
data which filtered through the bourgeois press, about 8,000 Com-
munists and Young Communists were arrested in Japan
Nevertheless, in place of one arrested in Japan arise tens of new
Communists. The Japanese Communist Party is producing a steel-
like Bolshevik generation. .A Young Communist girl tortured for
six weeks not only gives no evidence, but to the embarrassment of
the police hangmen, does not utter a groan, does not pronounce a
single word! The Communist Party of Japan is conducting a
courageous struggle in the country against the war in China. It is
showing to all sections of the Comintern a model of mass Bolshevik
work, carrying out to the smallest details the methods of work of
our Party when it was illegal.

In recent times the activity of the Communists in munitions
factories has increased enormously. Was it not the same Bolshevist
fiery test and steeling of the sections_of the C.I. when the majority
of the section in the last few years carried out their transition to
illegality in a well-organised manner? But if the sections of the
Comintern have passed this historical test, it is because from their
great teachers Lenin and Stalin, from the model Party, the C.P.S.U.,
they have learned Bolshevik irreconcilability to all kinds of oppor-
tunist waverings and deviations, In the struggle against the right
deviation as the chief danger, and the “Left” deviation, the
Comintern during the fifteen years of its existence, and ten years
without Lenin, grew, strengthened, and be¢ame Bolshevjsed. Not
one section of the Comintern faltered at its post with the coming to
power of the fascists in. Germany. Rebuypele and Neumann in
Germany could not bind together the defeatist groups in the ranks
of the German Communist Party, Guitmann in Czechoslovakia
was politically eliminated in twenty-iour hours, not taking with
him a single person after his expulsion from the Party. And this
iron unity is the great force of the Comintern in face of the Second
International, which had begun to go to pieces before the war.

The * Left” reformist leader of the British Independent Labour
Party, Brockway, in his correspondence with the Comintern, pro-
poses that we form a new International, with the inclusion of his
split-off groups, with the aid of which the bourgeoisie are trying
to dissipate the forces of the working class. The road of these
groups leads into the camp of the bourgeoisie and we do not need a
new International, for Leninism cannot be exchanged for
Brockwayism.

The way to the unity of the working class lies not through the
creation of new, interim internationals, but through the political
liquidation of social democracy a8s a party betraying the working
class, and through strengthening and reinforcing the Communist
International.

Therein alone lies the salvation of the working class from fas
cism and imperialist war. The World Congress of the Comintern
to be convened this year must become a congress of the rallying of
the revolutionary forces of the working class for the fight against
fascism and imperialist war, for the fight against capitalism.

Millions of social democratic workers, standing with bitierness
and pain before the bankrutoy of their big mass arganisatigns, are
mere and more often asking themselves the tormenting questian:
Where is the way out?

And the SBeventeenth Party Congress, the Corngress of the lead-
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ing section of the Comintern, to whose voice the whole world is
listening, answers this question. We know the way out, the way
out from menacing catastrophe, this way out was shown seventeen
years ago by Lenin, the greatest genius in the history of mankind,
along with Marx and Engels, by the toilers of our country—this is
October, it is the victory of the workers and peasants over the
forces of the old world. We already know, from the experience of
a great nation, the means with which to put an end to fascism, and
war, and capitalism which generates them—this is Soviet power,
the slogan which—in accordance with the theses of the Thirteenth
Plenum of the E.C.C.I.—has now become the central slogan of all
the mass work of the Communist Parties. We know the way lead-
ing to victory. It is the united front of the proletariat under the
leadership of the Communist Party in the different capitalist coun-
tries—it is the upited front of the world working class under the
leadership of the Comintern, the front which, united with the
U.SS.R. and Soviet China, represents an invincible force.

Following this road, we were victoriqus in October because
Lenin forged the Bolshevik Party, regarded by the world Party of
Leninism, the Communist International which he created, as its
model. He not only armed this Party with the theory of revolu-
tiona¥y Marxism, but he enriched and developed this theory for
the new epoch of proletarian revolutions and wars. We were
victorious because he produced such Bolshevik cadres, the concen-
trated embodiment of the best quality of which can be expressed in
one word: STALIN. (Applause; all rise. Stormy ovatipn.) We
were not only victorious, but sustained and strengthened this vic-
tory because the genius Lenin led the toilers of our country through

Cemrades, the Seventeenth Congrass of our Party will be noted
in history as the first Congress of Bolshevik unity and of great
victories of secialism. Such victories as those which our leader,
Comrade Stalin, reported, we have never had as yet.

Ten years ago Lenin ceased to be. The whole burden of his
historical work rested on the shoulders of his pupil, friend and
faithful armotr-bearer, Stalin. (Applause) Stalin did not
waver, was not afraid of the difficulties of the unprecedented tasks,
and proudly raised the banner of Lenin on high, leading the Party,
the proletariat, the people of the U.S.SR. forward in struggle to
new victories, to great glory.

The unity of our Party, achieved at the price of struggle
and through our successes, has guaranteed us not only a rapid
advance in the construction of our socialist industry, collective
farming, defence, transport and culture; the uuity of the Party
has also consolidated and welded together the toiling masses of
our Union, ‘Qrg‘anised materially and spiritually the whole people
of our country. The unity of the Party has, in the most salutary
manner, affected and is affecting our international position. The
strength and monolithic character of our Party is reckoned with
not only by the international proletariat, not only by the fraternal
parties, this strength is seriously reckoned with by our class
opponents in their relations with the Soviet Union.

Proceeding to the question of defence of the country, Comrade
Voroshilov declared:—

Our armed forces fully correspond to the level of development
of our country, with whose impetuous growth they have kept pace
and not dared to lag a single step behind.

A vast amount of work on the fundamental reconstruction of
tbe Red Army has been carried out during the period between the
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Party Congresses. During this period
the Army has completely changed and become both as regards
quality and quantity of armaments, organisational structure and
the fighting training of its men a fundamentally new Army.

My report would be incomplete if I did not dwell upon the
gregt_ work that we carried through in relation to some of the
3U§1ha.ry, measures for strengthening the defence of the Soviet
Union. I have in view the fortified regioms, by which we have
already covered not only our Western frontier from Lake Ladoga
%o the Black Sea, but in the most threatened direction, in our
Far East and Eastern Siberia. I also have in view the consider-
able work we have carried through in strengthening the shore

the most dangerous moments of our Revolution, through wars of
dying, and therefore desperately resisting classes, through wars of
international interventions. But we nct only sustained and
strengthened our victory, we extended it, strengthening in every
way the proletarian dictatorship and victoriously building a
socialist society under the inspired leadership of the successor of
Lenin, Comrade Stalin.

Under the Leninist leadership of Stalin, for ten years without
Lenin, the U.S.SR. is to-day not only an armed part of the world
proletariat, but armed in new technique. Under the leadership of
Stalin, the U.S8.SR. to-day is not only a state organisation of part
of the world proletariat, but a state organisation with its might
moving the levers of history and hastening the destruction of
capitalism. Under the leadership of Stalin there has been built in
the US.S.R. a socialist economy of the foremost detachment of
the world proletariat.

Now that the bourgeoisie is driving the world towards im-
perialist wars, that it attacks the disarmed working class in the
capitalist countries, 1t 18 particularly clear what the theory of
building socialism in one country means to the world revolutionary
movement. It has been and is a theory of profound proletarian
solidarity, of the greatest internationalism of the CP.8.U. Armed
with this theory, the proletariat has been and is incessantly pre-
paring the victory of the proletarian revolution all over the world.
Lenin brought the toilers to the October revolution in Russia.
Stalin leads them along Lenin's path to victory the world over.
(Applause.)

Speech of Comrade Voroshilov

defence of the U.S.S.R. on the Black and Baltic Seas, in the region
of Murmansk and especially in the Far East. All these fortifica-
tions represent considerable difficulties for those adventurers who
take it into their heads to fall upon the land of the Soviets.

In recent vears we have not only reinforced and strengthened
the naval forces of the Baltic and Black Seas, but, taking advant-
age of the linking up of the White Sea with the Baltic by the
White Sea-Baltic Canal. we dispatched a number of ships along
the new canal to the North in order not o be defenceless in this
part.
Besides that, the direct menace of an attack on the Maritime
Province compelled us to begin to create a naval force also in
the Far East. It is necessary to say that we cannot now boast
of the might of these young fleets. I have in mind the North
and the Far Bast. We have no battleships and aeroplane carriers,
these means of naval attack. but surely we, as is known, are not
getting ready to attack anyone at sea, juslL as we are not on land.
We only want to defend our coast and frontiers, and are con-
vinced that those light naval forces and coast defences which
we already have there, and chiefly our naval aviation and sub-
marines, can vitally cripple an attacking enemy.

I must say a few words about our industry. The creation of
a powerful socialist industry is the greatest achievement of the
working class. Our industry is the best section of our national
economy, the pride of all the toilers of our country. Our industry
working for defence has guaranteed the technical reconstruction
of the army. It gives us good fighting technique, and with each
year still better and better models. But Bolsheviks, and that is
why they are called Bolsheviks, are never satisfied with their
achievements, but demand still more and better.

The Red Army has adopted technique with loving affection,
zeal and interest. During the period reviewed the Red Army has
considerably changed its social face, the proportion of workers
in it growing particularly. The working class and the collective
farm peasantry at present constitute an overwhelming majority
of the Red Army personnel. During this period the proportion
of Party men and Y.C.L. members has increased in the Army,
At the present time the number of military faculties and academies
has considerably increased.

«The struggle for culture, knowledge, socialist culture and the
culture of the fighters and the commanders of the Red Army, is
the_mm important factor and premise of the further growth of
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the fighting, political and special military-technical preparation
of the Red Army. ’

There has been an increase in the number of cultural and
educational establishments serving Red Army men together with
commanders and the members of their families. In addition to
the growth in the network of cultural and educational establish-
ments, the number of technical means of political work has grown.

The struggle for socialist culture and enlightenment of the
Red Army men and commanders of the Workers’ and Peasants’
Red Army, for the education of a new socialist man, is the most
important task of the Army Party organisations and the com-
manders. This task also stands before the entire Party, and
especially bgfore the Young Communist League.

On the Position in the Far East

Before saying-a few words on our special Far Eastern Army,
and on what we have done in order not to be caught napping in
the Far East, it is necessary briefly to touch upon our Far Eastern
neighbours.

It has now become clear to all that Japan was the first to
take up the path of a solution to the crisis with the aid of war.
It has come out as the principal buyer of military equipment
and military industrial raw material on the world market. To-
gether with this, the tremendous work which it is carrying through
by way of political preparations of the country for a war more
serious than thte one it is waging in China, may be seen with the
naked eye.

Japanese military writers and simply military men, journalists
and scientists, manufacturers and politicians, public men and
statesmen, have written and spoken, during the last two years,
so much and so openly about the necessity for war against the
U.S.S.R, they sometimes, in articles and speeches, discuss with
such cynical frankness the details of conquering our maritime
provinces, Trans-Baikal and even the whole of Siberia, that it
would be strange if we pretended that we are not noticing any-
thing and that we are trusting our dear neighbour as much as
before. Japan has not only now become the actual master of
Manchuria, but having become such it has, so far from safeguard-
ing the Soviet interests on the Chinese Eastern Railway, which
it has undertaken to do on its own initiative and which it was
its duty to do—so far from doing this, it has, on the contrary,
helped in every way to injure our interests on the Manchurian
side of the Chinese Eastern Railway.

It is remarkable that while preparing for war against us and
not hiding it, but, on the contrary, proclaiming it through the
press in front of the whole world, the Japanese men “ of affairs,”
in violation of all decency, are not averse from accusing us of
military designs against Japan. The measures for the defence
of our frontiers and cities are literally an eyesore to the Japanese.
Of course it would be more pleasant for our neighbours if our
frontiers with Manchukuo were just as defenceless and as badly
covered as the frontiers of China in 1931, but with all our cour-
tesy, we have. no intention of affording such pleasure to anyone.

The pnmatiom of Japan for war are proceeding along the
line of preparing a military-economic base, along the line of the
reorganisation, rearmament and quantitative strengthening of the
armed forces and along the line of preparing a jumping-off ground
in Manchuria.

The preparation of a military-economic base finds its expres-
sion in foreign purchases of stocks of “strategic raw materials’
which Japan has a shortage of, and in the preparation of its
industrial productive and economic apparatus, and also in the
growth of the official military budget, which has increased from
443 million yen in 1930 to 937 million yen in 1934, i.e, to 44.5 per
cent. of the entire state budget.

’w:;r industry—tank construction, aeroplane construction, etc.
—is developing at a terrific rate. Simultaneously, the land, sea
and air forces of Japan are being reorganised, re-equipped and
numerically strengthened. (Comrade Voroshilov cites a number
of facts and figures.) All this is generally known, the whole
world now knows this.

‘ 1At the same time Manchuria is gradually being converted
}nt,o the strongest base of Japan. The Japanese military forces
in Manchuria have already reached such a size as is not required
for the “ proteetion of Japanese interests” in this “independent”
state. :
The growth of armies and armaments in Manchuria con-

tinues. All this, in the light of what has taken and is taking
place in Manchuria and China, cannot but dictate to us the need
for being on our guard, closely watching everything taking place
there, taking the necessary measures at home, being prepared for
anything.

Comrades, heretofore the wise policy of our Central Com-
mittee and of Comrade Stalin primarily, in the field of interna-
tional relations, has given us freedom of manceuvring and we
have not allowed ourselves to be drawn into a war. At the
present time, as Comrade Stalin has stated, we are a factor of
peace throughout the world. Around us are grouping and cannot
but group themselves all those states which for one reason or
another, whether for a short or long period, do not want to fight.
We are the pivotal point, around which these states rally to
guarantee themselves against an attack, against war which they
either do not desire or are unable to conduct.

Comrade Stalin in his report enumerated all the countries
and gave a dispassionate estimation of our relations with them.
In the Near East our position is excellent. Our relations with the
Turkish Republic are most friendly, most firm. Our relations
with Persia and Afghanistan are also fairly good. The relations
with the European neighbours are known to you, Comrade Stalin
reported on them in detail. But the Far East is covered with
clouds. There a war storm may break out.

Despite the efforts displayed by our diplomats, we have not
yet succeeded in making the ruling circles of Japan see that peace
is better than war, that a war with us will be to the Japanese
imperialists no easy, no simple and no little thing. A war, should
it be forced upon us, will be a big, serious war. It will be a war
against Bolsheviks, and against the new time. This war will
cost its initiators very dearly. This should not be overlooked by
those of our distant neighbours who hope easily to profit at some-
body else’s expense. (Loud, prolonged applause.)

I do not at all mean to say, comrades, that a war with Japan
will be an easy war. Should the Japanese imperialists decide
upon a military adventure, which must in addition be a very risky
and difficult war for them, they will venture forth of course after
preparing properly so as to stake all, as it were. A war therefore
will be a serious one.

What have we done in order that the advanced detachment
of our Workers' and Peasants’ Red Army, the Special Red-Ban-
nered Far Eastern Army stationed at our Far Eastern borders,
should be capable of destroying the enemy if he should invade
our territory? .

During the past two years the Central Committee, and Com-
rade Stalin primarily, has given constant attention and is still
devoting itself to the Far East. The armed forces in this region
have been strengthened by us just a little. Permit me not to
name figures.

1 have already told you that in the Far East we have also
taken some measures to strengthen the borders. We have erected
barriers on the more responsible sectors through which it will not
be so easy for the enemy to step over into our Soviet land.

Speaking on November 19, 1922, in the Moscow Soviet, after
the Japanese army left Vladivostok, Lenin said: “Vladivostok is
far away, but then it is our city.” And this, our city, like all our
maritime provinces, like our Northern Sakhalin, like our Kam-
chatka,, like every strip of our Far Eastern land, we must defend
at all costs, and we will defend it without fail! (Stormy and
prolonged applause.)

I know, comrades, that all of us, as one man, are convinced
not only that we will defend our Far East but that we will come
out victorious from any war, should it be forced upon us.

In conclusion, I must say that it is only by their infinite
stupidity, by their profound ignorance and hopelessness that it is
possible to explain their dreams of any conquests on our account,
of any destruction of Communism. It is only narrow-mindedness
and stupidity, which, obviously. is an inevitable consequence of
the doom of capitalism, that can inspire our class enemies with
such ideas.

Our Party, the working class, all the toilers of the Soviet
Union, represent at the present moment, such a force, such: an
immensity, such a might, such an army of organised fighters,
that those petty deficiencies which still accompany our construc-
tion are the merest scratchings on the huge edifice which we have
already erected. We have built, it is true, only the foundation of
socialism, we have still only laid the plinth, but, comrades, there
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is already a colossal edifice in which we are living to-day. Its
name is—the US.SR. We ‘are living in this edifice not so badly.
Having such a powerful Party, such a splendid and organised
working class, such as our working class is, having such wonderful
allies as are our collective peasants, having such an experienced.

wise and great leader as is our Stalin, we fearlessly face the future.
From day to day we will attain newer and newer victories and no
swinish or even worse snout. wherever 1t may appear. will be able
to scare the Bolshevists and will not stop our irresistible onward
march. (Outbursts of applause. Cries of “hurrah !

Speech of Comrade Bluecher

Comrade Bluecher, the Commander-in-Chief of the Special
Far Eastern Red Army, made the following speech at the Seven-
teenth Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Upion:—

“The Seventeenth Party Congress enjoys the close attention
not only of our working class and of our collective peasantry, but
of the whole of the international proletariat and of the oppressed
masses throughout the world. The workers of the world are fol-
lowing the proceedings of this Congress with the closest attention,
interest and pride.

“Qur success in carrying out the first Five-Year Plan and
creating all the necessary preliminary conditions for the successful
fulilment of the second Five-Year Plan, was the result of an
irreconcilable Bolshevist policy on the part of the Leninist Central
Committee ofgour Party and of the great strategist and leader of
the world’s workers, Comrade Stafin. (Cheers.)

“The Far Eastern district which I represent at this Congress
is one of the most outlying areas of the Soviet Union, not only that,
but at the moment it represents one of the most acute sectors of
the international political front. It now has a common frontier
with Japanese imperialism which is feverishly preparing for war.
Comrades Voroshilov and Stalin have described in detail and with
great clarity the situation in the Far East. I wish to add only
that we in the Far East experience in particular the advantage of
that wise and yet firm policy which our Leninist Central Com-
mittee is pursuing, the policy which is directed to avoiding war
and utilising the capitalist contradictions to the advantage of our
socialist constructive work.. We have observed that the Central
Committee of our Party has taken all possible measures to relieve
the growing tension of our relations with Japan. Unfortunately,
however, the policy of the Japanese imperialists fills us with
anxiety. Despite all our attempts to avoid war, we cannot be
certain that we shall succeed in doing so.

“The crux of the situation is that there is an abyss between the
official policy of the Japanese government towards the Soviet
Union in words, and its actual policy in deeds. Despite the
exp;essed peaceable intentions of the official controllers of Japanese
foreign policy we observe that feverish preparations for war are
being conducted, that Northern Manchuria is being transferred into
a_base of military operations, and that Japan is preparing itself
with desperate energy and straining its whole State apparatus in
order to make an attack from Northern Manchuria on the Far
Eastern district of the Soviet Union. ”

“Comrade Voroshilov has already given you the most im-
portant details of these Japanese preparations for war. In deal-
ing with these preparations I shall confine myself to showing you
that despite the official statements of the official controllers of
Japangse foreign policy, these preparations are not being made for
defensive purposes and that in fact they are preparations for an
attack on the Soviet Union. )

“I shall give you three facts which prove conclusively that
glilsetséeizctpreparations are directed against the Soviet Far Bastern
N “The first important fact is the railway network of tre-
.i:rndour_, strategic importance which is being built by the Japanese
{{ M_B.nchuna. during the last two years. I must inform you that
within phe_short space of two years the Japanese engineers have
Succeeded in laying down over a thousand kilometres of track.
Out of these 1,000 kilometres of track which lead up to our frontier
at the most no more than from 30 to 35 per cent. can be justified
gl? economic grounds. This fact clearly shows in what direction
itse rimijli‘t:z;,ry activities are expect@d at{d Japan is now investing all

g lonal resources in the preparation for them.

- The second important fact is the network of roads of strategic
lasI;OEmnge which Japan is building in Manchuria. During the
wil ng z::?bsr:z)-vmg;: 2,200 kilometres of roads have been

ection of thesé roads we shall see that

they are either in the district near our frontier or that they lead
from Inner-Manchuria up to our frontiers, in other words, just in
the direction most favourable for future strateg:c operations
against us.

“The third fact is the construction of numerous air bases by
the Japanese in Manchuria. The Japanese have built no less than
fifty air bases in Manchuria. A glance at their position on the
map shows that they are all situated to the north of Mukden, that
they are all in the triangle Mukden-Harbin-Tsitsikar, and at that
in the north of this triangle.

«“In an interview given to the press on February 3 the
Japanese War Minister Hayas/ii declared that the Japanese mili-
tary forces in Manchuria were not so strong as our forces and he
accused us of having made tremendous troop concentrations on
our Far Eastern frontiers. He declared: ‘We Japanese occupy in
Manchuria an area equal to the territory of France, Germany and
Belgium together and yet we have no more than 50,000 men there,
whilst the Russians have 100,000 men and 500 aeroplanes on their
Far Eastern frontiers” This untrue information must be cate-
gorically contradicted. We are in the possession of absolutely
reliable information concerning the strength of the Japanese mili-
tary forces in Manchuria. Prior to the general occupation of Man-
churia there were 10,000 Japanese troops there, but at the moment
there are no less than 130,000 or about a third of the whole
Japanese army. In addition there are from 110,000 to 115,000
troops of the Manchukuo army, and 12,000 armed Russian White-
Guardists who have been equipped and trained by the Japanese.
It is also interesting that since the Japanese occupation of Man-
churia the war fleet on the River Sungari has been increased by
24 units.

“ Hayashi complains in the same interview that the Soviet
military authorities have concentrated 300 aeroplanes in the Far
Eastern district. We shall not quarrel with him about this figure.
Perhaps we have more, perhaps we have less. But I will say this
much, and that is that our Party and our government is prepared
if necessary to concentrate so many aeroplanes in our Far Eastern
district that they will probably exceed the numbers at the disposal
of the Japanese. (Protracted applause.) However, despite
Hayashi’s modesty, I must tell you that the Japanese have 500
aeroplanes in Manchuria, although they are anxious to conceal
the fact.

“ Each of you understands the significance of the facts I have
enumerated. There is not the faintest doubt that Japan is pre-
paring for a war on a large scale. We are very well aware that the
rapid growth of the Japanese military budget and the rapid growth
of the Japanese war industry is directed against us.

“ When we take a glance at the direction of the strategic rail-
ways and roads which have been built, at the situation of the air
bases which have been constructed, at the situation of the supply
depots which have been established, then we can see perfectly
clearly that all these preparations have not been taken with a view
to defending Manchuria, but with a view to attacking our mari-
time provinces. If you believe the official statements of the
Japanese authorities they want to establish friendly relations with
us, but if you look for any facts to support this suggestion you will
find none. Before we believe their words, however, we want see
them supported with hard facts. The Japanese War Minister
Hayashi declared in the same interview that Japan would not
dream of going to war with the Soviet Union unless the Soviet
Union attacked Japan. I am expressing the unanimous opinion
of this Congress when I declare that we have not the faintest
intention of attacking Japan. Such an attack would do us no
good, We need no new territory and we are not hard up for raw
materials and mineral wealth and we do not need to go elsewhere
to ‘seek them, for we have enough within our own frontiers. Our
own natura] resources and mineral wealth will last for huyndreds
of “years even with intensive utillsation. We are faced with the
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tremendous task of carrying out our segond Five-Year Plan. We
have to build new power stations, new blast furnaces and
foundries, new railways, and we have simply no time for war.

“It is, however, perfectly clear that we cannot ignore these
widespread preparations of Japanese imperialism for war, that we
cannot regard them passively as though they were of no interest
to us. Therefore the Party and the government decided to take
all the necessary measures for the defence of our Far Eastern
flron;,iers. What measures have already been taken in this direc-
tion

“ Above all we have consolidated and strengthened the measures
to repulse an invader. As Comrade Voroshilov pointed out here,
our frontiers have been fortified with ferro-concrete and they are
strong enough-to break the teeth of anyone who dares to try con-
clusions with them and to break the skull of any rabid imperialist
who likes to run his head against them. (Cheers.)

“ Secondly, a series of measures have been taken to increase the
strength and consolidation of our Far Eastern army. The army
has been filled up with our best cadres. I do not think it necessary
to give you any figures or to indicate the percentage increase, but
I can tell you that our Far Eastern army is in such a condition
both with regard to quality and quantity that we can continue our
work here in calmness and con}idence. (Cheers.)

“ Further, we know very well that when our Party and its leader
begin a task theyare inthe habit of pursuing it to a victorious con-
clusion, and our defensive task in the Far East will also be carried
out in this fashion.” (Cheers.)

“ Our technical strength is also considerable—I am thinking of
tanks and aeroplanes. If we are compelled to measure our strength
with that of the enemy then I am confident that our army and in
particular our modern technical equipment will give us the victory.
(Cheers.)

“War has not been considered in the framework of our second
Five-Year Plan. We do not wont to wage war against anyone, but
if we are compelled to fight, then we are prepared to measure our
strength with any attacker, and under such circumstances the
attacker must not complain if we answer his blows with corre-
sponding blows delivered by our army which has already been
tested in battle and which is politically united and strong, not to
forget the children of the first Five-Year Plan, our tanks and aero-
planes. (Cheers.)

“What is the fundamental difference between the attitude of
the Japanese military authorities in Manchuria and the measures
which we have been compelled to take? The difference is that all
the measures taken by us have been subordinated to one aim—the
defence of our Far Eastern frontiers, whilst the measures taken
by the Japanese military authorities are entirely aggressive. We
are doing everything for our defence, and they are doing every-
thing for the attack. This is the fundamental difference between
the measures of both parties.

“In his report on the situation in the Far East Comrade Stalin
declared : _‘We have not the least intention of making any retreat
in the Far East; on the contrary, it is our intention to push for-
ward the cause of socialist construction there with all energy.’
In the name of the army I declare also that we have no intention
of abandoning the maritime provinces. My conviction that we
shall succeed in defending our frontiers is based not only on the
strength of the Red Army and its technical equipment and on the
gnshakea.ble loyalty of all ranks which are unanimously devoted to
the cause of the proletarian revolution and to our Party, but also
on the tremendous change which has been achieved in the
economic basjis of our Far Eastern area itself.

“]_)uring the period of the first Five-Year Plan we invested
more resources in our undertakings in the Far Eastern area than
Czarism invested there during the whole period of its existence.
The second Five-Year Plan represents a tremendous programme of
socialist industrialisation in our Far Eastern area.

“The second Five-Year Plan provides for the development of
a powerful large-scale industry in the Far Eastern area, including
the building of foundries, the development of the metallurgical
industry, the development of shipbuilding, and the development of
our means of transport and communication, the manufacturing
and the foodstuffs industries. One of the most important tasks of
the second Five-Year Plan in the Far Eastern area is the develop-

ment of the coal basis in the Bureya district. When we remember
that acecording to the report of the Association of Geologists this
area has coal resources amounting to about 100 milliard tons and
that it also has iron-ore resources amounting to about two milliard
tons and copper resources in addition, then we shall realise the
tremendous importance of the tasks drawn up by Comrade Stalin
for the industrial development of the Bureya district.

“In fact, it is not too much to say that the solution of the
Bureya problem, together with the extension of transport and com-
munication in the district east of the Baikal lake, will turn the
Bureya district into a second Kusnetzk Basin. This is the centre
problem around which the whole question of the socialist in-
dustrialisation of our Far Eastem district revolves.

“ The task of transforming our Far Eastern district into a big
industrial area also faces us with the task of rapid settlement
in this area and the building up of a powerful cattle-breeding and
agricultural industry. The decision of the Oentral Committee, of
historical importance for the Far Eastern area, to grant special
privileges, coupled with the correct Bolshevist work of our Far
Eastern Party organisation and the daily assistance rendered to us
by the Central Committee in the form of instructions, tractors and
machinery, investments and seed grain, will create all the prelimi-
nary conditions necessary for the solution of all our Far Eastern
economic problems within the framework of the second Five-Year
Plan.

“We representatives of the Far Eastern area must stress with
particular satisfaction at this Congress the correctness and
tremendous importance of the decision of the Central Committee
at the initiative of Comrade Stalin to grant us special privileges in
our work. This decision has spurred on the collective peasants in
the Far Eastern ares in their work to selve the tasks facing them.
This decision bas created all the necessary preliminary conditions
for the rapid-growth of our.agrieultural and cattle-breeding basis
there. The Party organisation in the Far East 1s well aware of the
tremendous responsibility which, it bears towards the whole Party
and the whole country. The demand for a reorganisation of our
work, for the liquidation of eur weaknesses and deficiencies and for
the consolidation of the basis for future victories refers.above all
to the Far Eastern area. The Party erganisation, the workers and
the collective peasants will fight with determination and energy to
secure the frictionless working af every piece of machinery, every
tractor and the full utilisation of every ton of ceal, in short for
the correct Bolshevist fulfilment of the tasks set to us by the
Party.

“ And finally, the whole body of troops stationed in the Far
Eastern area enthusiastically takes over that section of the respon-
sibility which devolves upon it in consequence of the complicated
situation which exists there. Recognising these circumstances we
began the present year with the firm determination to perfect our-
selves in our military handiwork with its tremendous and compli-
cated technique in the shortest possible space of time and to prove
ourselves worthy of the powerful weapons which the Party and
the country have placed in our hands. The members of the Party
and the young Communists in our Far Eastern army are working
heroically to lead the masses of the troops in their struggle to
obtain the best possible results from their military training.

“The army as a whole has set itself the task of carrying out
the order of the People's Commissar for War, our beloved leader
Voroshilov, in the shortest possible space of time.

“The whole army will be on guard unceasingly and prepared
for action at a moment’s notice. .

“In conclusion I wish to assure the Party Congress as Com-
mander of our Far Eastern Army and in the name of the Party
organisations in the army, in the name of all members of the Red
Army, officers, men and political officials, that should war break
out in the Far East, the Special Far Eastern Workers' and Peasants’
Red Army, from the rank and filggup to the general staff, is utterly
devoted to the cause of the revolution, and under the direction of
the beloved Commander-in-Chief of the Workers' and Peasants’
Red Army of the Soviet Union, Comrade Voroshilov, and under the
leadership of the Central Committee of the Communist Party and
its great leader Stalin, it will answer the attack of the enemy with
such a blow that the pillars of capitalism will burst and collapse
in certain places. (Storms of protracted applause.) .
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The Second Five-Year Plan—Speeches of
Comrades Molotov and Kuibyshev

Moscow, February 4, 1934.

At the marning session of February 3, the chairman, M. 1.
Kalinin, gave the floor to V. M. Molotov, whose appearance was
greeted with a storm of applause. Comrade Molotov began his
exhaustive and interesting report on the economic programme
of the Second Five-Year Plan. He gave a deep analysis of the
ways and means of building socialism and the great programme
of tremendous work with which the Soviet Union is still faced.
The report gave a grand pancrama of construction, the fighting
programme of actlon which organically issues from the results of
the First Five-Year Plan and the historic points of Comrade Stalin.

In the first part of his report Comrade Molotov analysed the
fundamental tasks of the Second Five-Year Plan.

The first task consists in the liquidation of the capitalist
elements in the Soviet Union, as well as classes in general; the
abolition of the causes which give rise to the class distinctions.

The second task is further to promote the well-being of the
workers and collective farmers, to increase the consumption by
two and a half to three times.

The third task is the completion of technical reconstruction
of the whole of economy—of industry, transport and agriculture.

Comradé Molotov enumerated these tasks, the solution of
which will convert the Soviet Union into a homogeneous country
of one socio-economic formation, i.e., a country of classless sociaf-
ist society.

The programme of new construction contains still greater
works than those carried out in the First Five-Year Plan. Com-
rade Molotov spoke of the capital investments which amount to
double and treble the capital investments of the First Five-Year
Plan; he mentioned the sources of these tremendous sums, the
increasing growth of the output-capacity of socialist industry, the
revival and prosperous development of remote districts of the vast
Soviet country, as a result of which fresh industrial bases have
been set up.

In the next part of his speech Comrade Molotov dealt with
the raising of the material condition of the toilers and cultural
construction.

In the concluding part of his report the speaker enumerated
the tasks in the struggle against the remnants of the exploiting
cl'ass:_ “We have achieved great victories by means of the First
Five-Year Plan, because the Party has kept faithful to the flag
of the class struggle, the flag of Marxism-Leninism. Under this
banner the Party is marching to the victory of the Second Five-
Year Plan. This banner is in sure hands, in the hands of Com-
rade Stalin, the leader and pride of the working class.”

Comrade Molotov’s concluding words were drowned by thun-
derous and prolonged applause.

The long-continued applause of the Congress expressed the
fighting readiness of the whole Party to give of its creative energy
for the construction of a classless sociéty, for the realisation 6f
the historic tasks of the Second Five-Year Plan.

* * * * *

G. 1. Petrovsky presided at the evening session of February
3, which was devoted to a report by V. V. Kuibyshev, who vzais
greeted by prolonged, stormy applause.

Comrade Kuibyshev in his comprehensive report put into words
the detailed figures and concrete principles, the gigantic perspec-
lves of the Second Five-Year Plan, which were di veloped in
Comrade Molotov's report. Comrade Kuibyshev gave a detailed
Characteristic of the development of the branches of national
économy in various regions, republics and provinces.

‘ The Soviet Union will become a country technically-economically
Qquite independent of the capitalist world: it will become a countrir
of the greatest and most advanced agriculture. The Second Five-
Year Plan is the plan of construction of the socialist edifice. The
Speaker then dealt with each individual branch of economy and
Its development, and designated sthe following as the main tasks
?f the Secqnd F.‘ive-Yea.r Plan: the complete liquidation of the
lagglng behind in the transport system, intensification of the
abour processes, the reconstruction of the light and food indus-
tmrt;fi the development of cattle-raising, and increase in the harvest

Comrade Kuibyshev ended his report, begun at the evening
Session of February 3, at the morning session of February 4.

In the second half of his report Kuibyshev analysed the pro-
gramme of the Second Five-Year Plan from a territorial stand-
point. He entered in detail into the tasks of individual republics.
into the plans of their socialist reconstruction during the period
of the Second Five-Year Plan.

To the accompaniment of prolonged applause from the dele-
gates to the Congress, Kuibyshev ended his report with the words
that under the leadership of the glorious Communist Party, under
the leadership of Stalin, who embodies all that is best in the
workers’ movement of the world, the great Soviet Union is surely
and cheerfully marchung onwards towards a bright future.

Discussion on the Reports of Comrades Molotov
and Kuibyshev

After that a discussion was opened on the reports of Molotov
and Kuibyshev, in which the first to speak was Griadinski, a dele-
gate from Western Siberia. The greater part of his speech he
devoted to the question of turning the Kuznetsk Coal Basin into
a second Donbas. Griadinski told of the new socialist cities
which are quickly growing up in Western Siberia. At the same
4ime he pointed out the necessity of improving the quality of dwell-
ing house construction work.

Comrade Chubar, chairman of the Council of People's Com-
missars of the Ukraine, in his detailed speech brought forward
several amazing facts bearing witness to the tremendous socialist
development of the national economy of the Ukraine during the
First Five-Year Plan.

The Ukraine, with all other republics of the U.S.SR. has
overcome the difficulties of progress in agriculture, has completely
destroyed the class enemies. During the Second Five-Year Plan
the Ukrainian Republic will achieve new and still greater victories
in socialist construction.

Kadatski, chairman of the Leningrad Soviet, devoted his
speech to the tasks of Leningrad industry. Its significance in the
Second Five-Year Plan is, as formerly, tremendous.

The Congress applauded the appearance of D. E. Sulimov,
chairman of the Council of People’'s Commissars of the RSF.SR.
Sulimov spoke in detail on the question of the economic develop-
ment of the RS.F.SR.

Musabekov, chairman of the Council of People’s Commissars
of the Transcaucasus, pointed out that thanks to the correct ful-
filment of the Leninist nationalist policy, in the Transcaucasus,
national and economic equality between the various nations has
been liquidated. and the Transcaucasus is becoming one of the
foremost republics of the Soviet Union.

The discussion on the reports of Molotov and Kuibishev was
continued at the morning session of February 5. under the chair-
manship of Comrade Chubar.

Lobov, People’s Commissar of Timber and Forests, who was
the first speaker, laid particular emphasis on the further develop-
ment of the timber industry, as pointed out by Stalin in his report.
It muse be remembered, said Lobov, that on the fulfilment of the
plans in the timber industry depends the development of trans-
port and machine building.

The next speaker was M.
Commissar of Heavy Industry.
the Soviet Union is now able

M. Kaganovich, Assistant People’s
Applause greeted his remark that
with its own labour resources and
material to manufacture any machine. We have not only suc-
cessfully freed ourselves from imports, said Kaganovich, bgt we
have begun to supply mechanical equipment to other countries as
well.

Faizul Khodzhaev, delegate from Uzbekistan, spoke of the suc-
cesses of the socialist reconstruction of economy in Uzbekistan.
Over 77 per cent. of the local dehkan (peasant) individual farm-
steads have joined the collectives, he reported. The basic task of
the Second Five-Year Plan is the cultivation of high-grade
Egyptian cotton.

Comrade Grinko, People’s Commisar of Finance, spoke of the
growing financial resources of the USSR.

The question of the reconstruction of the city of Moscow and
the development of the city economy was discussed by Bulganin,
chairman of the Moscow Soviet.

The last to speak was Zinoviev, who dwelt at some length on
his political mistakes. I have understood, said Zinoviev, that I
made not one mistake, but a whole chain of mistakes. The
Party, in the wards of Comrade Kaganovich at the Moscow .Dis-
trict Party Comference, has set forth quite correctly that it is
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necessary to keep an eye on such people as I, that such people
must prove by an active struggle against their past mistakes that
they have outgrown them.

Had the Party not resisted such mistakes, he continued, the
country would have met with disaster, and we at this Congress
would be discussing anything but the Second Five-Year Plan of
socialist construction.

Zinoviev went on to express the hope that he would in future
be able by practical work to atone for the errors for which he was
responsible to the Party. In conclusion, Zinoviev declared that
were it not for the iron leadership of the Party, the Party itself,
the working class, the whole country and the entire cause of Lenin
would have been endangered.

At the commencement of the evening session Comrade
Selensky spoke, dealing in particular with the speech of Comrade
Zinoviev. Selensky declared that the future will show how far
Zinoviev’'s recognition of his mistakes is sincere. The Party knows
that Zinoviev and Kamenev repeatedly acknowledged their mis-
takes, but soon afterwards again raised the banner against the
Party. They must now show not only in words, but also in daily
practical work, that they are prepared to fight for the general line
of the Party.

A delegation of the Moscow auto factory “Stalin,” carrying
red flags and.tempestuously applauded by the Congress delegates.
then appeared on the platform. Comrade Barjukov, in the name
of the delegation, conveyed the greetings of the workers’ collective
of the factory which proudly bears the name of Comrade Stalin.
Since its establishment the factory had supplied 36.000 motor cars.
The annual plan for 1933 was fulfilled before the scheduled
time, as was also the January programme for 1934.

Another delegation of the Tula workers, headed by Comrade
Artemjev, then mounted the platform. Comrade Artemjev
brought the greetings of 100,000 Tula metal workers.

There followed a delegation of the members of the collective
farm “ New Village ” of the Moscow district. Comrade Novodelov,
the speaker for the delegation, related the achievements of the
collective village and the growth in the prosperity of the collective
peasants.

The next speaker, Comrade Rosenholz, delivered a report on
the achievements of the Party in the sphere of foreign trade. He
referred to the diminution of the debts in foreign bills of the
Soviet Union in the capitalist countries for the purchases made
in these countries. We are the only country in the world which
meets its obligations fully and punctually. In the PFirst Five-
Year plan the Soviet Union had a favourable trade balance of 150
million gold roubles. Our victories are due to the fact that we
maintained the Foreign Trade Monopoly, which is one of the main
pillars of the dictatorship of the proletariat.

The next speaker, Comrade Budjonny, was greeted with en-
thusiastic applause. He devoted the greater part of his speech
to the questions of cattle-breeding.

The last speaker in the discussion was Comrade Kamenev.
He declared that all the reports at this Party Congress, and in
particular the report of Comrade Stalin and the speeches in the
discussion, were a demonstration of the unexampled achievements
on the path of socialist construction. “I appear at this Party
Congress with a chronicle of my own defeats, errors and crimes
against the Party and the working class, defeats which cannot be
avoided by those who divorce themselves from the Party and
betray the great teachings of Marx, Lenin and Stalin. If I come
forward here to speak of my defeats, it is for the reason that they
represent & stage of the past.” In characterising his errors, he
declared that they had developed into an anti-Leninist theory,
the theory of Menshevism, of social democracy. These errors
opened the door to the Counter-revolutionary ideology of Trotsky-
ism &nd the kulak ideology of the Right opportunists, and would
as a final result have led to serious consequences for the Party,
for the country and for the proletarian world revolution. It was
only due to the political discernment and the firmness of Comrade
Stalin that the opposition, including that oppositional group led
by himself, Kamenev, was shattered and the victory of world-
historical importance secured. In conclusion, Kamenev declared
that he deserved to have losl the confidence of the Party, and
that he would endeavour to regain it by his daily practical work
in order to prove that he had really overcome his mistakes.

Comrade Molotov then delivered his concluding speech. Com-
rade Kuibyshev considered it unnecessary to deliver a concluding

speech. The Congress, at the suggestion of the chairman, Chubar,
unanimously resolved: To accept in principle the thesis on the
programine for the Second Five-Year Plan for the development
of the national economy of the U.S.SR., and to hand it over t;
a commission for consideration, taking into account the exchange
of views at the Congress. It was unanimously decided to elect
a commission of 29, composed of the following: Molotov, Stalin.
Kaganovich, Voroshilov, Ordjonikidse, Kalinin, Kossior, Andrejev.
Jakovlev, Shvernik, and representatives of a number of district
organisations. .

Concluding Speech of Comrade Molotov
Moscow, February 8, 1934.

The lively discussion of the reports of Comrades Molotov and
Kuibyshev revealed the complete unanimity of the delegates‘ n
regard to the big works planned in connection with the second Fl_ve-
Year Plan. In his concluding speech Comrade Molotov dealt with
the proposals brought forward by Comrades Ordjonikidse, Mikojan
and Lubimov with the knowledge and approval of the members of
the Political Bureau of the C.C. These proposals suggest fixing the
annual general increase of industrial production in the Five-Year
Plan at 16.5 per cent. instead of 18.9 per cent. as originally laid
down.

The point here is to display increased care in the projects of
the second Five-Year Plan. Is this proposal correct?

Let us first of all put the question: Are the tasks, put forward
in the theses of the Central Committee to the Seventeenth Con-
gress, capable of fulfilment? Yes, they are. The Congress dis-
cussed the programme of the second Five-Year Plan for three days.
and not a single Congress delegate said that the programme and
the tempos indicated in it are impossible of fulfilment. On the
contrary, all the speeches at the Congress said one thing: Yes, this
programme, which has been mapped out by the Central Committee
of the Party in the theses to the Congress, is capable of fulfilment.
The entire Seventeenth Congress has expressed the firm unanimous
opinion: Yes, we undertake to fulfil this programme, these tasks
are acceptable for us, they can be fulfilled, we will fulfil them.
(Applause.)

At the same time, comrades, we are faced with the question of
the general situation in which we are working, in which we will
have to fulfil the second Five-Year Plan. The question also con-
cerns such things and circumstances as do not entirely depend upon
us. The point is that in finally adopting the programme of the
second Five-Year Plan we should reckon with both the internal and
external situation. In this connection, serious attention must be
given to the proposal made at the Congress to display a certain
amount of caution in the tasks for the new Five-Year Plan. This
is necessary because the tasks on which we will decide at the
Seventeenth Party Congress must be accomplished under all
circumstances. This is the main thing. We must adopt at the
Seventeenth Party Congress decisions which the Party, the work-
ing class, the toilers of the Soviet Union will fulfil regardless of all
complications in the situation, which will be fulfilled in their
entirety, which we will fulfil in a Bolshevik fashion. Herein is the
task. (Applause.) We know what it means to fulfil a five-year

‘ plan. When we undertook the fulfilment of the first Five-Year

Plan, we took up the matter seriously. We have not only insured
the fulfilment of the first Five-Year Plan, we have insured its ful-
filment in four years.

Now the question is this, taking into account all of the circum-
stances of the present period, to decide on such a range of work as
should in any case be entirely fulfilled, and under all conditions i
the five-year period which is called the second Five-Year Plan.

What was said at the Joint Plenum of the C.C. and C.C.C. in
January, 19332 I will quote the words of Comrade Stalin on the
second Five-Year Plan and its rates of growth:—

“7 think that we will have to take for the second Five-Year

Plan an average annual increase of industrial production of

13 to 14 per cent. For capitalist countries, such a rate of

growth of industrial production represents an unattainable

ideal. And not only such a rate of increase of industrial pro-
duction, even an annual average increase of five per cent. now
represents for them an unattainable ideal. But this is exactly
why they are capitalist countries. It is another thing when you
have a Soviet country with a Soviet system of economy. Witn
our system of economy we have full opportunities and we must

3
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realise & 13 to 14 per cent. annual increase of production as a

minimyim.”

In accordance with this, the Joint Plenum of the C.C. and
C.C.C. inr January of last year decided that:—

“The average annual increase of industrial production must
pe projected for the second Five-Year Plan, not at 21 to 22 per
cent., as was the case in the first Five-Year Plan, but a little less,
approximately 13 to 14 per cent.”

And so, in discussing now the proposal to fix the rate of annual
growth of industrial production at 18.5 per cent., we will proceed in
advance of these rates.

And, finally, in placing before ourselves such tasks in the second
Five-Year Plan, which must be fulfilled under all conditions, we
must adopt practical measures in order that these tasks should, in
our annual plans, not only be prepared in Bolshevik fashion, but
should, so to say, be reinsured. In our annual plans of the second
Five-Year Plamr we must insure not only the fulfilment but also the
overfulfilment of the tasks of the second Five-Year Plan.

This must also be applied to the current year—the second year
of the second Five-Year Plan. We must entirely retain, without
reducing it by one per cent. or even a tenth of one per cent., the
task adopted by the Party and government for 1934—the second
yvear of the second Five-Year Plan. And this task, as is known, is
fixed at 19 per cent. This means that we are already taking a
higher rate for 1§34 as against the average rates of the tasks in the
second Five-Year Plan. By this we show how we want to prepare
the fulfilment of the programme of the annual increase of in-
dustrial production by 16.5 per cent. in the second Five-Year Plan.

What does the adoption of the proposal, introduced here by the
comrades named by me, mean? It means the following: It gives an
annual increase in industrial production of 16.5 per cent. through-
out all industry in the second Five-Year Plan. In the industries
producing the means of production the annual increase will amount
to 14.5 per cent., and in those producing articles of consumption,
the annual increase will be 18.5 per cent. As you see, in conformity
with the theses of the Central Commjttee, this proposal insures not
only an immense growth of all industry, but a specially intensified
growth of the industries producing the articles of general con-
sumption.

In regard to the general volume of gross industrial production,
this proposal means that while at the end of the first Five-Year
Plan, in 1932, all industry gave us a production of 43 milliard
roubles value, our industry will have to give a production for 92.7
milliard roubles at the end of the second Five-Year Plan, in 1937.
It means that the general annual volume of industrial production
will increase in the second Five-Year Plan by more than twice. All
the tasks on the growth of capital work in the second Five-Year
Plan, as set down in the project of the theses to the Congress, re-
main in force in their entirety. In this way, the general volume of
capital work in the national economy is increased from 50.5 milliard
roubles in the first Five-Year Plan to 1334 milliard roubles in the
second Five-Year Plan, ie, an increase of capital work in the
second Five-Year Plan as against the first Five-Year Plan of 164 per
;ent. over the entire national economy by 180 per cent. throughout
Industry as a whole and by 360 per cent. in light industry.

While leaving entirely all these tasks on capital work and not
thanging in them anything as compared with the theses, we also
thereby display good Bolshevik caution, such a caution which, by
the tremendous range of construction in the second Five-Year Plan,
will insure for us the fulfilment of the programme on industrial
Production in the second Five-Year Plan and are preparing a
Powerful base for a huge growth of the national economy in the
third Five-Year Plan.

The adoption of this proposal will be a manifestation of
Bolshevik caution, which requires that the whole situation in which
We are living should be seriously taken into account.

If we accept the theses to the Party Congress with these cor-
Tections, we will display both Bolshevik caution and Bolshevik
firmness in the main line of the second Five-Year Plan. This line
guarantees entirely the interests of the working class in its struggle
for socialism. )

L Affer the adoption of the programme of the second Five-Year
‘an, a real struggle must still be developed for its realisation. The
Flve-Year Plan, even though it is the second Five-Year Plan, will
0t conquer by itself. Our task is to organise the victory, our task.
to win this victory with strong Bolshevik hands. (Stormy and
Prolonged applause, turning ‘into an ovation.) '

The *‘ Pravda” on the Discussion on the
Second Five-Year Plan

In a leading article on the reports of Comrades Molotov and
Kuibyshev on the second Five-Year Plan, the “Pravda " writes as
follows:—

“It is not the first time that our Party has adopted a plan for
a large-scale concentration of economy. Already in the year 1920
the Party adopted the first plan of large-scale new construction,
the State Electrification Plan. According to Lenin's definition, its
task consisted in raising Russia to an economic level necessary for
Communism. This plan actually became the second Party pro-
gramme. The Sixteenth Party Congress adopted the first Five-Year
Plan of grandiose economic construction. This was the plan for
the laying of the foundation of socialism in our country. To-day, at
the Seventeenth Party Congress, the Party adopts the plan for the
final liquidation of all capitalist elements and classes in general,
the final liquidation of private property in the means of production,
the plan for erecting the edifice of socialist society.

The main political task of the second Five-Year Plan consists
in the final liquidation of the capitalist elements and classes in
general, in the final abolition of those causes which give rise to
class differences and exploitation, in overcoming the remnants of
capitalism, both in economy and in the minds of the people and in
the conversion of the whole of the toiling population of the country
into active builders of the classless socialist society.

This main task will be fulfilled on the basis of carrying out the
programme of the second Five-Year Plan, which is the pride of our
country. The productive forces of socialism will develop at a rapid
rate. We shall create such a technical basis for production as will
enable us to produce enormous quantities of goods for satisfying
the growing requirements of the builders of socialist society.

The second Five-Year Plan provides for a two and a half to
threefold increase in the consumption of the toilers. Such an in-
crease in consumption and such a rapid raising of the material
well-being of the toilers can only be achieved by the socialist revolu-
tion, only by the power of the toilers. The collectivisation of all the
peasant farms and the organisation of all the home workers into
productive co-operatives will be concluded. The socialist form of
economy will be the only mode of production. As Comrade Molotov
declared in his report, after the realisation of the tasks of the
second Five-Year Plan our country will become a homogeneous
socialist Republic. The mechanisation of agriculture will be com-
pleted. Agricultural work will be converted into a category of in-
dustrial work, and by this a great advance will be made in the
sphere of overcoming the contradiction between town and country.
Tremendous changes in the cultural sphere will correspond to these
great changes in the sphere of economy. It suffices to point' to
the complete liquidation of illiteracy of the whole of the population
which is provided for in the second Five-Year Plan. The Soviet
Union will be the only country in the world without a single
illiterate.

“Let the hypocritical
tinism ponder this simple, but a

bearers of culture’ of bourgeois philis-
t the same time magnificent per-

ive. The whole ulation of the country will not only be able
:Ope:é:; writfe and wp:rl;; sums. The second.Five-Year Plan a'\lso
provides for the carrying out of general obligatory polytgchmcal
education, at first within the limits of seven years schools in t,ovm
and country. The fulfilment of the second Five-Year Plan will
ensure a tremendous development of all branches of economy and
in all spheres of material and intellectual life of the popglatlon of
the country. Our country is advancing to the first place in Europe
in regard to technique. As regards to the state and degree of
utilisation of the new technical basis, a numbex" of branches of
industry in the Soviet Union are already surpassmg.the most ad-
vanced capitalist countries. The Soviet Union will become a
classical industrial country, a country of general literacy, a counm
of active and conscious builders of socialist society. The'Sowet
Union will tower up like a powerful rock of world Communism, as
a firm and unshakesble basis of the proletarian world revolution,
which’ ‘will be able to repulse and thwart all the attacks of the
enemies of socialism.”
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Report of Comrade Kaganovitch and Discussion

Moscow, February 7, 1934.

Yesterday Comrade Kaganovitch delivered his report on the
third item of the agenda: Organisational Questions—Soviet Con-
struction. He declared that to work out the organisational
questions means to sharpen the weapons for the victorious carrying
out of the historic tasks set by the report of Comrade Stalin.

Kaganovitch summed up the results of the tremendous or-
ganisational work of the Party during the years of struggle for
socialist construction and then proceeded to deal with the struggle
of the Party for the creation of economic and technical cadres from
the ranks of the workers. He then passed on to the question of the
organisation and working methods of the State apparatus. Sup-
ported by a tremendpus wealth of facts he exposed the faults and
shortcomings of the apparatus and showed the way it could be
converted into an operative, frictionless and faultlessly working
tool of the proletarian dictatorship.

The next section of the report was devoted to the question of
Party construction. Kaganovitch gave an exhaustive analysis of
the state of Party work and the leading activity of the Party organs.
He dealt with the proposals contained in the theses of the Central
Committee on the organisational questions, which will thoroughly
change the work and life of the Party. In conclusion Kaganovitch
spoke of Stalig, under whose gifted leadership the Party is march-
ing forward, shattering its enemies and is victorious in all struggles.
These words called forth a storm of applause.

Comrade Khitarov (Stalinsk) was the first speaker in the
discussion. He was followed by Comrade Nikolajeva («(Western
Siberia), who gave a number of examples from Party work showing
that a fundamental change in the methods and form of organisa-
tional leadership is necessary at the present time. The speaker
dealt especially with work among the women. The task of the
emancipation of the women had been solved in the Soviet Union.
Women must be promoted to higher positions much more than
hitherto.

» Moscow, February 9, 1934.

The discussion on the report of Comrade Kaganovitch was
continued yesterday. All speakers were of the opinion that the
theses on the report of Comrade Kaganovitch represent a remark-
able document—summing up the tremendous experience of the
Bolshevist Party and showing the surest way to overcome the
shortcomings in the Party and Soviet construction.

Comrade Andreyev, People’s Commissar of Ways and Com-
munications, devoted his speech to the organisational questions in
the transport industry. The Seventeenth Party Congress, he said,
had sharply criticised the work of transport; this criticism was
correct and appropriate. It was now the task of the Party to carrv
out the recent decisions of the C.C. of the Party and of the govern-
ment and to remove the shortcomings, thus raising transport to the
same level as the other branches of economy.

A tremendous ovation was accorded Comrade Kalinin, one of
the most popular leaders of the Party. Our Party, he said, had
always devoted the greatest attention to the organisational ques-
tions. We had been victorious in the year 1917 not only because our
political line was correct, but also because our Party possessed big
cadres of good organisers.

A number of delegates then dealt with the questions of organis-
ing Party work in the factories and collective farms.

The Party Congress was then addressed by a delegation of
Leningrad working men and women, who were greeted with pro-
longed applause. Comrade Podresov of the Red Putilov works, the
representative of the Leningrad workers, declared that the prole-
tarians of Lenin’s town had sent them to this Congress in order to
convey to them, the best Leninists and organisers of our victories,
their warmest proletarian greetings and to express to Comrade
Stalin the unbounded love and veneration of the Leningrad work-
ing men and women. The delegation then handed to the Presidium
the model of a tractor plough, the construction of which has now
been mastered by the Leningrad industry.

Comrade Balkova, a working woman of the Leningrad textile
factory, “Red Flag,” addressed the Party Congress in the name of
the Leningrad working women. She was follpowed by a delegation
of Leningrad engineers and technicians who brought greetings on
behalf of 60,000 engineers and technicians of Leningrad.

Comrade Afanasij Kim (Far-Eastern district) dealt with the
work in the Possijet district, situated on the borders of Manchuria

and inhabited by Koreans. In reply to the inselent attacks of the
Japanese imperialists the Korean collective peasants had decided
to collect means for the construction of an aeroplane.
The discussion on the report of Comrgde Kaganovitch closed
on February 8. Most of the speeches dealt with the successes
and the tasks of the Party with regard to the organisation and
education of millions of the builders of socialism. The leader of
the Agit-Prop Department of the Central Committee, Comrade
Stetzki, dealt in detail with the ideological and palitical develop-
ment of the masses and the preparation of the technical cad_res,
“QOur Party,” he declared, “has set itself with the Second Eve-
Year Plan a task of world historical importance—the establish-
ment of a classless socialist order of society. This tremendous
task places increased demands on every Communist w.ith regard
to mastering the weapon of Marxist-Leninism. We stl}l hgve to
reckon with the resistance of the remnants of the capltah§t ele-
ments in our country who will continue to do their best with all
the means at their disposal to hold up and sabotage the afivagce
of socialism. In our own ranks also there are still va.cﬂ]at;ng
elements. This must cause us to regard the theoretical front with
particular attention and care. During the past few‘years our
Party has won tremendous successes on the thgoretwa.l frqnt,
These successes are being consolidated in revolutionary practice.
our cause, the cause of socialism, is shining over the whole worl‘d,
and not even the thickest and heaviest clouds of slander w;}l
succeed in darkening it. At the conclusion of Comrade Stetzki's
5 re bursts of applause.
Spee"c[‘rrlxetif:t, ngeaker was the well-known author Panferov, whose
chief work, the ** Co-operative of the Have-nots,” ha; begn trans-
lated into many foreign languages. Panferov dealt in his spe(?ch
with the work for the education of the formgr small owners w_h'o
are now finding new interests and a new life in t_he Sollectne
farms. Panferov then referred to the words of Stalin, “Let Oﬁg
authors be an accurate mirror of life, let them write of the truth
of life,” and declared that they poix_nqd out lthe pfxth .Io; tte:
creative effarts of Soviet authors—socm_hst, reahsr_n. T_hxs1 a:h}
Congress,” declared Panferov in conclusion, “and in particular ﬁ_ui
instructions of Comrade Stalin in his report to vthe Congrelsls: .
us with even greater creative energy to describe truthfully e
life which is pulsating around us.” Comrade Panferov was re
/ ith rounds of applause.
Wariefdbe?;’gnferov Comrade Radek took the floor. He dealt wxvnh
the victory of the Leninist orgams&twn?.l principle and with A;ne
struggles of the various oppositions a_ga;nst the Ea.rty line. > eg
result of the victory of the Party, millions of toilers had ra
to the struggle for socialism, to the struggle ﬁor a new culture.
These masses were storming the heights .pf science and modden;
technique. Only the wilfully blind could fail to realise this. Ra.heD
then declared that the Party had been'absolutel_y corre_ct w r,;
it had used methods and an orgamsamons.; policy ag_a{mst. hmi
enemies of the general line of the Part.y which had assxs_ted o
and many other members of the opposition to realise thelr err(?‘d
and to abandon them. There was no stmggle for socialism aL;e
no struggle for the cause of the working class Aa.pa.rt irqm b
struggle of the Bolshevist Party under the banner of Lenin -
under the leadership of Stalin. Whoeve; attempted o oppose o
Party of Lenin automatically placed himself on the other s
ricade.
o U’}‘%:a Zhairman of the Congress then gave the goor to izi
commander of the Special Far Eastem Red Army, Comr;nd
Bluecher. Bluecher was welcomed wntb storms of appk‘n’zyse’mCh
cheering and repeated shouts of “Long hvelthe Red Armyy. sweeCh
finally developed into a tremendous ovation. Bluechgrts D e
was listened to with close attention and repeatedly interrup
i f applause. '
melI)l‘;rites}x? sp;::ker was Comrade Shaburova, who dealt gul;i;
speech with the tremendous achievements on behalf _of tge eriAod
women of the Soviet Union which had been won in the p
between the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Party Congresses. e
Comrade Krshishanovski, one of the oldest members Olause.
Party, then took the floor and was greeted with Agrelat ﬁder i
He declared: “ After 42 vears of Party membership cot ety
as the greatest pleasure of my life to be able to t.akg pa:‘h i
a magnificent Party Congress.”” He then dealt with t.:c Dl
developed proletarian force. the cadres of young
Spec’le.hh:t:r.xairman‘ Comrade Kalinin, then declared the discussioB
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on the report of Kaganovitch closed and informed the Congress
that the Hatter was of the opinion that it was unnecessary for him
to make any concluding speech in view of the fact that none of
the delegites had in any way opposed the fundamental principles
of his report. -

Thé theses of ‘the Central Committee on organisational ques-
tions (Party and Soviet construction) were then placed before
the Congress. They were unanimously adopted as a basis and
handed ‘back to an editorfal commission of 43 members to draw
up the final resolution.

Concluding Session of the X VII Party Congress

i : Moscow, February 11, 1934.

Comrade Kalinin opened the concluding session on February 10.
Comrade: Molotov, received with loud applause, reported on behalf
of the Commission on the amendments made to the draft of the
resolution on the second Five-Year Plan. Comrade Kalinin put
these amendments to the vote. The whole of the draft resolution
was then put to the vote. Both the amendments and the resolu-
tion were carried unanimously, not a single vote being given against
and not a gingle vote being withheld.

Comrade Kaganovitch reparted on the amendments proposed
to the draft of the resolution on the organisational questions, and
concluded as follows: “I hope that after this Party Congress the
Party organisations, under the leadership of the Central Com-
mittee and Comrade Stalin, will proceed with still greater energy
to the orgg.nisational consolidation of the Soviet, Party and trade
union organisdtions.” The amendments as well as the final text
of the resolution were carried unanimously..

Comrade Satonski then read out the results of the elections of
the leading Party organs carried out the previous day.

The composition of the leading party organs elected at the
Seventeenth Party Congress is as follows: 71 members and 61
candidates were elected to the Central Committee. The members
of the Central Committee are:

Alexeyew, Andreyew, Antipov, Badayew, Balitzki, Baumann.
Beria, Bubnov, Wareikis, Voroshilov, Gamarnik, Yevdokimov,
Yeschoy, Yenukidse, Shdanov, Shukov, Selenski, Ivanov, Ikramov.
Kabakov, Kaganovitch, Kalinin, Kirov, Knorin, Kodatzki, Kossarev.
Rossior, Krchichanovski, Krinitzki, Krupskaya, Kuibyshev,
Lavreptyev, Labed, Litvinov, Lobov, Lubimov, Manuilsky, Mechlayk,
Mikoyan, Mirsoyan, Molotov, Nikalayeva, Nossoy, Ordchonikidse,
Petroysky, Postychev, Piatnitzky, Rasumav, Rudsutak, Rumyanzev,
Ruchimovitch, Ryndin, Stalin, Stetzki, Sulimov, Uchanov, Chataye-
vitch, Chruchutchev, Chernov, Chubar, Chuvyrin, . Chudow,
Schwernik, Scheboldayev, Eiche, Yagoda, Yakir, Yakovley.

Candidates ; , Shubrikov, Kaminsky, Mussabekov, Tovstucha,
Unschlicht, Blugcher, Bulganin, Kalygina, Kalmanovitch, Losovsky.
TucHatchevski, Posern, Eliava, Ossinski, Popov, Yurkin, Mechlis,
Rosénho Z, Serebrovsky, Budjonny, Poskrebychev, Satonski, Sokol-

nikov, “Bykharin, . Polonski, .Ubogvitch, Kubyak, Grinko, Rykov,
Lubtchghko, Tomsky, etc. : ;

Sixty-one members were elected to the Commission for
Party Control, among them being Comrades Kaganovitch,
Shkiryatov, Jeshov, Yaroslavski, Akulov, Peters, Robushevski,
Karavayev, Kachjani, Korotkov, Rabitchev, Sacharova, Sachianova,
Stavski, Saltanov, Sharangovitch, Shaburoba, Yurevitch, etc.

Seventy members were proposed for the Commission far Soviet
Contro] at the Councjl of People's Commissars of the Soviet Union,
headed by Comrade Kuibyshev. This proposal will be submitted to
the Executive Committee of the Soviet Union and the Council of
People’s Commissars according to the regulations adopted by the
Party Congress. _

Twenty-two members were elected to the Revisions Commis-
sion, among them being Vladimirski, Adoratski, Suchomlin, Redens,
Janson, ‘etc.

X _ Closing Speech of Comrade Kalinin

In his closing speech the chairman of the Congress, Comrade
Kalinip declared:—

At this Congress the Party has reviewed the resylts of its
Work gver a period of over three.years, and af the same time
worked. out. and, adopted a plan for.a further pocialist offensive.
The chief tasks of the Second Five-Year Plan consist in the final
lquidation of the kulaks, as a class, in.the-campletion of the

cal reconstruction af the whole economic system, and:in
the further Increase in the material and cultural standards of the
Working masses of the Soviet Union. Side by side with .eur

struggle for the liquidation of the classes, we are also working
en@gdically for a socialist attitude towards work, for conscious
disciptine and for the abolition of the last remnants of the petty-
bourgeois idectogy—laziness and slovenliness. We shall have a
long and serious struggle to conduct in this respect. In earrying
out the Second Five-Year Plan the Soviet Union is making a
further tremendous step forward both in the increase of its eco-
nomic strength and in the consolidation of its independence of
the capitalist countries. During the course of the Second Five-
Year Plan the production of our economic system will be more
than double in comparison with its production during the First
Five-Year Plan. The Soviet Union will be strengthened with a
great network of new factories, new engineering giants, and new
chemical factories. During the course of the Second Five-Year
Plan the mechanisation of all forms of heavy labour in industry
and agriculture will be practically concluded. The prehistoric
curse of heavy labour will no longer weigh down the workers of
our country. The reconstruction of our whole economic system
will increase our productive capacities in town and country to a
tremendous extent, and at the same time it will greatly increase
the material and cultural standards of our workers and peasants.

At the end of the First Five-Year Plan our industry as a
whole produced to the value of 43 milliard roubles, but at the end
of the Secand Five-Year Plan this total will have increased to
92.7 milliard roubles. Not only in its technical level, but also in
the volume of its production, the Soviet Union will take first
place amongst the countries of Europe, and it will remain behind
the United States in one or two branches of production only.
Thousands of new and talented organisers and other forces will
arise out of the masses of the people. All this will offer still
clearer proof of the advantages of socialism over capitalism.

The tasks which face us in the fulfilment of the Second Five-
Year Plan are tremendous, and their fulfilment will face us with
great and numerous difficulties. However, the difficulties with which
we will have to contend in the future cannot compare with those
we have overcome in the past. The task of liquidating the classes
and giving our economic development a new and tremendous
impetus demand the greatest possible degree of organisation and
class watchfulness from the Party and the working class. The
Party and the country gs a whole are campletely and unshakably
confident that the Second Five-Year Plan will be fulfilled to the
full. The guarantee of our ultimate success is the.fact that the
basis for the exploitation of man py man has been abolished in
our country, that labour has new become a matter of honour for
milligns of toilers, that the last possibility. of restoring capitalism
has been destroyed, and that we have obtained great successes
in. the strengthening of the defensive capacities of our country
and will obtain still greater successes.

The resistance of the remnants of the class enemy against
our socialist offensive is inevitable, and the class struggle will take
on new and morg complicated forms. Therefore the greatest
possible watchfulness on all fields of our socialist constructive
work and the greatest possible consolidation of the dictatorship
of the proletariat are the necessary preliminary conditions for our
centinued victorious advance. With regard to organisation work,
the Congress has adopted a series of decisions which will raise
the level of the organisation work of the Party to the level of its
palitical tasks. The reorganisation of the apparatus of the Party
and the economic organs will undoubtedly increase the efficiency
and accuracy of our work and create a vital.connection between
the leading organs of the Party and the various districts, and at
the same time it will increase the personal responsibility of the
leaders. The greatest historical impartance of this Party Con-
gress is that whilst consolidating the forces of the Party to the
highest possible pitch it demonstrates the unanimity of the leader-
ship and the unity of its Bolshevist ranks under the leadership
of Comrade Stalin. (A storm of applause begins and the,dele-
gates rise and give Comrade Stalin an ovation.) .

All the prominent leaders of the former oppositions hav
declared their political bankruptcy and abeandoned their plat-
forms. To-day the Communist Party is stronger and more united
than ever in its histary before. (Protracted applause.) The
banner of Marxism-Leninism leads the working class and the
peasansry. from. eRe. victory te snother. Let us draw the ranks of
our, Party.still ‘more closely together, and, together with the
millions-of toilers- throughout the Soviet Union, form a wall of
rock -aroupd, the great leader of our People, Comrade Stalin, 8
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wall against which all the forces hostile to socialism will break .

helplessly. Forward to new victories for Communism! (Storms
of applause.) The delegates rise in their seats, singing the
“ International,” and Kalinin closes the Party Congress.

The Plenum of the Newly-Elected Central Committee of the
C.P.8.U.
Election of the Executive Organs
Moscow, February 11.

After the conclusion of the Party Congress there took place a
plenary meeting of the Central Committee newly-elected by the
Party Congress. The Plenum elected the following comrades to the
executive organs of the Central Committee: To the Political Bureau
of the C.C., Comrades Stalin, Molotov, Kaganovitch, Voroshilov,
Kalinin, Ordshonlkidse Kuibyshev, Kirov, Andreyev, and Kossior;
candidates of the Pol-Bureau, Comrades Mikoyan, Chubar,
Petrovsky, Rostychev, and Rudsutuk.

Comrades Stalin, Kaganovitch, and Kirov, as well as Comrade
Shdanov, were elected to the Secretariat of the Central Committee.
Comrade Kirov remains secretary of the Leningrad District Party
Committee. Owing to his new function, Comrade Shdanov re-
linquishes his post of secretary of the Gorky District Party Com-
mittee.

Comrades Stalin, Kaganovitch, Kirov, Shdanov, Yeshov,
Shwernik, Kossarev, Stetzki, Gamarnik, and Kuibyshev were
elected to the Organisation Bureau of the Central Committee.

Fz)rw;ard to Creative Work for the Fulfilment
of the Second Five-Year Plan

(Taken from the “Pravda”)

The ovations of the delegates at the Seventeenth Party Con-
gress for Comrade Stalin and the new Central Committee have
hardly died down and already the Congress has a secure place in
the history of the international working class movement.

The report of Comrade Stalin on the work of the Central Com-
mittee, which has become the decision of the Party Congress and
the law of the Party, lays down the further path of development in
the Soviet Union and determines more than a little in world history.
The reports of Comrades Molotov and Kuibyshev on the second
Five-Year Plan, an incomparable undertaking which creates new
conceptions, the report of Comrade Kaganovitch on the new or-
ganisational type and new institutions of leadership and of the new
style of work in accordance with the new productive forces of
socialism, the report of Comrade Manuilski on the growth of the
revolutionary movement over the whole world, on the incomparable
heroism of the successful Chinese revolution, the thorough and
valuable discussions which followed all these reports, the flaming
enthusiasm of the speeches of greetings delivered to the Congress
by the delegates of the workers, working women and the collective
peasants, by the engineers and the fraternal Communist Parties of
other countries, the powerful demonstration of the Moscow workers
in honour of the Congress in the Red Square, the imposing parade
of the Red Army—this is the mingled yarn which has gone to weave
the banner of the revolutionary struggle of millions and millions
all over the world and has become for them a source of new hope
and enthusiasm in their struggle.

The Seventeenth Party Congress was a congress of iron
Bolshevist unity, of determined and splendid proletarian revolution-
aries. The Congress mirrored the unity of the working people who
have destroyed the exploiting parasitic class. This unity has won
the final victory of socialism on the agricultural front, has
liquidated the Kulaks as a class and consolidated decisively the
collective agricultural order. However, the class struggle in our
country is not yet at an end. The remnants of the exploiting
classes are still striving to sabotage the building up of socialism.
They have not yet been utterly destroyed. Remnants of capitalism
are still present in our economic system and in the consciousness
of the people. However, the working masses of the Soviet Union
are more united to-day than ever before in their determination to
pursue the great campaign for the establishment of a socialist
society to a victorious conclusion.

The Seventeenth Congress of the Communist Party of the
Sovlet Union demonstrated this fact magnificently. It was the first
congress in the history of our Party without an oppositien, without
fractions and without groupings. The unity of the Party, secured
by the leadershlp of Comrade Stalin and by & devoted struggle to
maintain the integrity of Leninism in the Party, the determined

struggle for the fundamental thesis of Lenin on the possibility of
the construction of socialism in one country alone, for socialist
industrialisation and for the new collective agricultural order,
compelled the leaders of the former oppositions which mirrored the
interests of anti-proletarian classes and groups but which were
defeated and broken up by the course of history, to appear before
the Party Congress and do penance, to declare their solidarity with
the policy of the Party, and in full public to beg forgiveness for the
slanders they had made against the Party and against its leader-
ship. The greatest triumph of the Party, the integral unity of its
Leninist ranks, will not, however, go to the heads of the Bolshevists,
Before the Party Congress Comrade Stalin pronounced a warning
in this connection. He declared:—

“The Party cannot regard itself as something apart from
the people who surround it. It exists and flourishes in its en-
vironment. It is not surprising that sometimes unhealthy ideas
penetrate into it from outside. The basis for such ideas and
opinions is undoubtedly present in our country because there
are still middle sections of the population in existence both in
the towns and in the rural areas, and they provide a fruitful
basis for the development of such ideas and opinions.”

The necessary preliminary condition for our continued advance
is a determined struggle against these capitalist remnants, against
the forms of ideology hostile to the proletariat, against the various
relapses into opportunism. The duty of every Bolshevist is to adopt
the real Stalinist irreconcilability towards any and every deviation
from the Party line and towards all those who infringe the iron
discipline of the Party and the State.

Stalin! The name of the greatest man of our times is bound
up with the hopes and dreams of the workers of the whole world.
Great historical eras create their own geniuses in whose hands
history is laid. What would the working class moveraent be with-
out Marx and Engels? What would the proletarian revolution and
socialist constructive work be without Lenin and Stalin?

The Seventeenth Party Congress adopted a vote of complete
confidence in the Leninist Central Committee and in the leader of
the workers and peasants, Comrade Stalin. The Party Congress
instructed all Party organisations to refrain from adopting endless
resolutions and to be guided in their work by the theses gnd by the
tasks formulated in the report of Comrade Stalin. No one can
formulate our tasks better, more clearly, more accurately than
Comrade Stalin. The Seventeenth Party Congress was a congress
of victors. However, the Bolshevist victors are also human, and
both Lenin and Stalin have warned them seriously against the
great danger of superciliousness and the failure to take in all sides
of a development, both the favourable and the unfavourable sides.
The Seventeenth Congress not only enumerated the great
victories of socialism, but it was at the same time a congress of
Bolshevist self-criticism. In his speech Comrade Stalin showed how
ruthlessly mistakes and deficiencies must be exposed when h¢ dealt
with the question of cattle-breeding. In this connection also the
speech of Comrade Stalin gave the tone to the Congress which was
conducted in a deep spirit of self-criticism. The Congreéss declared
to the whole country that the main question for the moment is the
increase in the quality of production on all fields. Comrades
Molotev and Kuibyshev also dealt with this question as the funda-
mental preliminary condition for the successful carrying out of the
second Five-Year Plan.

The decisions which the Congress has taken and the plans
which it has adopted must be carried out in an exemplary fashion
and to the full. In our planned economy the quality of our whole
economic life, so to speak, depends upon the strictest carrying out
of our plans. The second Five-Year Plan which was adopted by
the Seventeenth Congress must be carried out in all respects.
The report of Comrade Kaganovitch on organisational questions
was also directed towards the increase in the quality of production
and on the improvement of leadership. It was characteristic for
the Seventeenth Congress that organisational questions were desit
with as a special point. The reorganisation of the Pagty, economic
and State work, the organisation of a centralised Party and Soviet
control, the operative character of the control of the carrying out
of all decisions, are 2ll in accordance with the new era of develop-
ment of our revolution and the new stage of development of the
preductive forces of our country

The Beventeenth Congress was a congress of strengthemng the
defensive capacities of the country. Not only the equipment of the
Red Army with the best and most modern technical apparatus, but
also the perfection of our organisation on all the fields of socialist
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construction and in all parts of our great country, will decide the
question of the consolidation of our defensive capacities. The
Seventeenth Party Congress is now ended. Forward to creative
work! Never in world history was such a great fleld of activity
open to talented and disciplined people with the will to work as
presents itself to-day in the Soviet Union. Forward to creative
work for the fulfilment of the second Five-Year Plan! For the
further strengthening and consolidation of the organs of the prole-
tarian dictatorship and of the defensive capacities of the country!
For Bolshevist self-criticism! For improved quality! For the Party
spirit and for Marxism! Raise higher the banner of proletarian
internationalism! Long live the invincible banner of Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Stalin!

The Parade in the Red Square

The Seventeenth Party Congress is approaching its end. In
an extremely concrete and clear fashion it has sketched the tasks
to be carried out in the immediate future for the realisation of
the second Five-Year Plan and the tasks for the building up of a
classless society and for the tremendous increase of the physical
and cultural wel-being of the working masses. With unex-
ampled energy and unity a tremendous country is proceeding
to carry out these gigantic historic tasks. The Party Congress
also showed clearly and concretely the international situation in
which' these tasks must be fulfilled. The classless society must
not only be built up but also defended against its enemies.

An ilustration of the situation was given by the grand parade
of the armed forces of the Soviet proletariat which took place in
the Red Square before the delegates to the Congress.

The parade gave an excellent idea of the force which is be-
hind the peaceful policy of the Soviet government, a force based
on the masses of the toilers and on the socialist development of
the potentialities of the country. The parade demonstrated =
section of the forces which are building up and defending social-
ism. Not only the rank and file of the army, but the corps of
commanders right up to its head, the metal worker Voroshilov,
consists of, to use Voroshilov’s phrase, “the heroes of yesterday
and to-morrow in the building up of Dnieprostroi and Magnito-
stroi, yesterday’s and to-morrow’s shock brigades in the collective
and Soviet farms.” This.is the character of the Red Army whose
Moscow garrison marched past the delegates to the Party Congress.

Side by side and shoulder to shoulder with the uniformed
members of the Red Army marched the great masses of the
Moscow factory workers, also bearing arms. They came directly
from the factories where they toil for their own class and for
their own well-bking. Whilst they demonstrated their prepared-
ness to defend soclalism with their lives, if necessary, their work-
ing clothes in which they marched illustrated the statement of
Bluecher that the Soviet proletariat does not dream of attacking
any other country. It has simply no time for that sort of thing.

Column after column of techmical instruments of war drove
through the Red Square in tremendous numbers; the motorised
and most modern instruments of warfare which the Soviet prole-
tariat has produced in its own factories for its own defence. Such
wveapons in the hands of the victorious proletariat represent a
serious warning to the war-mongers. On the field of warfare also
the proletariat have mastered the secrets of modern technique.
These weapons are now in the hands of Soviet proletarians who
have learned to concentrate their whole forces into the service of
socialism and in the cause of the emancipation of the interna-
tional proletariat. The Party Congress of the Bolshevist Party
took the parade of this demonstration of military power as an
indissoluble part of the revolutionary forces of the world prole-
tariat as a whole.

The Party Congress can close its proceedings with the firm
conviction that the cause of the defence of socialism is in strong
and capable hands. The Congress delegates saw a part of those
forces maréh past on the Red Square which will victoriously
defend the building up of soclalism against any and every im-
Perialist attack. And a few days previously the delegates to the
Congress 'had listened to the speeches of the representatives of
the other section of the world proletariat. ©kano, Heckert and
other delegates from the sectighs of the Communist International
informed them how the defence-of.the building up of a classless
society in_the. Soviet Union was being organised in the workers’
Quarters ‘of Tokio, Berlin and other towns by a proletariat whose
only guiding star’aut of impoverishment ahd misery is the triumph
of socialism in thé Soviet Unlon. ~ -

An Order of the Revolutionary War Council
of the Soviet Union

A parade of the troops of the Moscow garrison took place in
the Red Square on February 9 in honour of the Seventeenth Con-
gress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. The following
is an extract from an Order of the Revolutionary War Council of
the Soviet Union signed by Voroshilov and published in all the
newspapers : —

“To-day the Red Workers’ and Peasants’ Army is demon-
strating its unshakeable loyalty to the cause of socialism, its fight-
ing strength and its preparedness to defend victoriously the
socialist fatherland at a moment’s notice. The parade is taking
place before the delegates to the Seventeenth Congress of our
Bolshevist Party.

“For over thirty years the Bolshevist Party, created by our
great leader Lenin, has been at the head of the revolutionary work-
ing-class moverment. The working class has tested its party in
years of struggle against all the enemies of the proletarian cause.
The workers of the Soviet Union and the whole world know our
Communist Party as a Party of undaunted proletarian revolu-
tionaries, as a Party which knows where its cause is to lead to and
which knows how to overcome difficulties. The fighting banners of
the Party of Lenin waved victoriously over the barricades of the
October Revolution and over the battlefields of the civil war. Under
these flags and under the leadership of the greatest personality of
our age, Stalin, the toilers marched into a socialist offensive against
capitalism and won the victory.

“The Seventeenth Congress of the Communist Party will ga
into the history of the world struggle for Communism as a Con-
gress of Bolshevist unity and as a Congress of great socialist vic-
tories. The basis of socialism is being laid down in our country to
the accompaniment of tremendous labour and the heroic efforts of
the emancipated working class and in bitter class struggles.
Socialism in our country has been victorious! Unfurl before the
whole world the fighting banner of the second Five-Year Plan—the
great programme for the building up of a classless socialist order
of society.

“Lenin was never tired of teaching the working class that in
the last resort the great questions of the class struggle would be
settled by the force of arms. From the first day of its existence
the Party of Lenin prepared the working class for the armed
struggle and formed the first fighting groups of workers which laid
the basis for our present Red Workers' and Peasants’ Army. In
the class struggles which took place on the numerous fronts of the
civil war when the fate of the proletarian revolution in our country
was being .decided by force of arms, the glorious Bolshevist Party,
with Lenin at its head, organised the first Red Army in the world,
developed it into a mighty power and made it into the army of the
victorious proletariat. Hundreds of thousands of Bolshevists joined
the Red Army, imbued it with Communist ideas and with the
unbending spirit of iron discipline, Bolshevist firmness and Bol-
shevist organisation. The whole Party, its Leninist Central Com-
mittee, and in particular Conmirade Stalin, worked daily to consoli~
date and strengthen the Red Army.

“ Parallel with the socialist reconstruction of our country took
place the technical reconstruction of our armed forces. Together
with the whole country the Red Army has developed and changed
out of all recognition. To-day the Red Army is equipped with the
last word in modern war equipment. The first Bolghevist F\Ye-
Year Plan, inspired by the genius of Comrade Stalin, tPansformed
our ocountry into a fortress, into an invincible bulwark of socialism
which not all the attacks of the enemy will be able to sabdue. '

“The powerful weapons provided by modern technique are in
the loyal and capable hands of the soldiers of the Red Army, who
are utterly devoted to the Party of Lenin and Stalin and to the
great cause of socialism. The heroes of Magnitostroi "ang'
Dnieperstroi, the heroes of to-day and to-morrow, the past an
future shock brigaders on the Bolshevist flelds, in the coliective and
Soviet farms, are to-day in the ranks of the Red Army and learn-
ing enthusiastically the use of our modern fighting weapons. The
heart of each member of the Red Army, each commander and each
political organiser beats in the same enthusiastic rhythm as those"
of the workers who have miStered modern industrial technique
and produced miracles of labour heroism up and down the country.

 "In the days of the civil war Lenin declared: ‘Fer the first
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time in history an army has been built up in closest contact with
the toilers: one can even say that the Soviets and the army are

one. The Soviets unite all the workers and all the oppressed. Their’

army is built up on the principles and in the consciousness of
socialist defence.” It was on this unshakeable basis that the Red
Army was built up and on which it has grown powerful. Its con-
nection with the working masses and with the Bolshevist Party is
indissoluble. Under the leadership of the Bolshevist Party the Red
Army is not only an efficient and first-class school of Bolshevism
producing heroic and trained fighters in its ranks, but also con-
scious and valuable builders of socialism.

“ With the rest of the country the Red Army welcomes enthu-
siastically the histarically important speech of Comrade Stalin at
the Seventeenth Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union. The Red Army gains new force and new confidence from
the instructions af our beloved leader and teacher in its further
struggle for the mestery of military technique, science and culture,
in the struggle for the further growth of its political and fighting
training. The words of Comrade Stalin, *We are in fayour of
peace and we defend the cause of peace, but we are not afraid of
threats and we are prepared to answer any below delivered by the
war-mongers with a counter-blow,” express our firm will to peace
and at the same time our staunch preparedness to defend our
socialist fatherland. The Red Workers' and Peasants' Army is
the only army in the world which is not devised to conquer and
occupy the territory of other peoples. Together with the whole of
the country and the Bolshevist Party the Red Army wants to
maintain peace, but our sword is sharp and prepared at a moment’s
notice to cut down anyone who should dare to interfere with the
peaceful work of secialist construction in our country. Whoever
dares to cross our frontier will be smashed. We shall carry out
this task under the fighting standards of Bolshevism, under the
red flag of the class struggle, under the flag of the international
solidarity of the workers of the world.

“ PFighters of the Red Army! In your name I greet the Seven-
teenth Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union! In
your name three Red Army cheers for our Party and its great
leader, the beloved teacher and friend of the Red Army, Comrade
Stalin! ”

The Labour Movement

Attack on Wages of the Swiss Metal Workers

By M. Bodenmann (Zurich)

The wage reduction announced by the union of machine
building and metal industrialists of Switzerland is the most im-
portant constituent of the general attack of the Swiss capitalists
on the working class. This general attack has been commenced
by the attack on the wages of the civil servants and by the
financial programme of the government. The wage cut announced
in the metal industry is to amount to 5-15 per cent. of the wage
hitherto paid; 28,000 metal workers, employed in the most im-
portant metal working undertakings, are affected by this redue-
tion. Wages in this industry have been reduced repeatedly sinee
1931, when the first general wage reduction was carried out in the
metal industry. Since this time over one-third of the warkers
have been discharged who were still employed in the metal in-
dustry in 1930. Those who are still in work are reduced in their
overwhelming majority to short time. The average degree of
occupation is 34 hours weekly.

The wage cut now announced has aroused intense indigna-
tion among the metal workers. The general spirit prevailing is
extremely militant. This militant spirit exists, although the Com-
munist Party and the R.T.U.O. have only a weak foothold in the
metal working undertakings in question. Our fighting slogans
and our sharp criticism;gf the reformist leaders are awakening
widespread echoes among the metal workers to-day. The trend
of feeling among the workérs is so strong that the social-demo-
cratic leaders and the trade union bureaucrats do not venture to
combat openly the proposals of the R.T.U.O. at the general meet-
ings of the metal workers.

These leaders are, hawever, concentrating all their forces on
spbotaging the struggle of the workers. To a great extent they
are ¢aIrying on their activities for the employers under the cloak
of rmm phrases. They cause ultimatums to be adopted, and
even strike resolutions. By means of their radical speeches at
the metal workers’ meetings they are endeavouring to allay the

mistrust existing among the workers against the reformist Iéaders,
and to prevent the independent organisation of the struggle by
the workers themselves. They have already taken the fitst steps
on the path of reformist betrayal, in that they have applied ‘to
the authorities with the request that these should fortn an arbi-
tration court for the settlement of disputes. The authorities
have acceded to this request of the trade union bureaucrats. The
arbitration court has been set up, and its first ‘decision has been
the postponement of the award on the wage question for two
weeks. The object of this postponement is to tire out the workers
and to restrain them from immediate militant action. “Thé social-
democratic leader Ilg assured the participants in these negotia-
tions that so long as the negotiations were going on, the press
“would exercise the utmost reserve, in view. of the great import-
ance of the questions dealt with, so that negotiations would not
be disturbed.” By means of this agreement the reformist leaders
have ensured a state of peace, also in visible form, with the wage-
cutting employers.

This movement has again shown that the party of the rene-
gades, under the leadership of Bringolf, represents an actual tool
of the reformist leaders and at the same time a valuable support
for the employers. Bringolf takes up the defence of the leaders
of the metal workers’ union. He has formed a united front with
the metal workers’ secretaries, who organised scab work at the
last struggles, and have betrayed the workers in the most despic-
able manner. Thanks to the influence still exerted by the rene-
gades in Schaffhausen, he has prevented the setting up of fighting
committees among the workers there, and, wherever it has been
possible for him to do sg, he has personally prevented function-
aries of the Communist Party or R.T.U.O. from addressing the
metal workers.

The revolutionary trade union opposition has initiated a broad
campaign against the wage cuts in the metal industry. By means
of a number of leaflets, some relating specifically to certain under-
takings, others applying to the whole metal industry, and by
means of meetings, it has demonstrated to the workers the neces-
sity of the struggle, the indispensability of the organisation of the
strike. The strike must be prepared by the electiogfof fighting
committees from the workers of the whole of the undertaking,
organised and unorganised, young workers and apprentices, and
composed of the most militant workers, irrespective of their
organisation. The readiness to strike of the workers should be
promated by a number of militant measures, such as mass delega-
tions to the management, large united demonstrations against the
wage cut, protest strikes of limited duration, ete. The struggle
will only be possible against the will of the leaders of the metal
warkers’ union, and by excluding these leaders fram the fighting
and striking committees. The militant slogans of the R.T.U.O.
which have met with the wide approval of the metal workers,
are as follows: Not a penny wage cut, abolition of piecework, speed
up, minimum wages for all workers, withdrawal of the warsened
conditions introduced during the last few years, 40 hours’ week
with wage compensation. The R.T.U.O. and Communis{ Party
are also set the important task of consolidating their position in
the metal working undertakings in the course of this campalgn,
and of securing an organisational foothold for the ideclogical
influence which they already possess.

The metal workers possess the sympathy of not only the work-
ing class, but of other broad strata of the working population
The strike of the metal workers will arouse the whole of the Swist
working class, which will place itself solidly on the side of the metal
workers, and take an active part in the struggle. And itis necessary,
for the attack is not only directed against the metal workers
but against the whole working class. Notice for the termination
of all agreements in the building trade has been given. The civil
servants have just received their first reduced monthly wages.
The staffs of the municipalities and cantons are being subjected
to steady wage reductions. Negotiations are going on with rega_l'd
to farreaching retrenchments in unemployment benefit. ese
facts, and the further effects of the financial programme on the
position of the workers, demand that the whole of the working
class should support the metal workers. The defeat of the attacks
being made by the metal and machine building industrialists is
of decisive importance for all the workers of Switzerland." The
support of the rest of the working class in the struggle .against the
wege cuts intended by the metal industrialists is extremely neces-
sary, not only in aid of the metal warkers, but for the defence of
the interests of the whole of the workers. )
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India

. Owe of the most important problems of the Indian revolu-
tionary movement, demanding a clear answer, is that of the class
nature ‘of Gandhism and its evolution. The solution of this
probléth is directly linked up with the correct Bolshevik policy on
the question of the hegemony of the proletariat and the struggle
against national-reformism.

A number of Indian comrades gave the following answer in
their’speeches of 1931-1932 : Gandhism is now a bourgeois theory,
but-% by origin " it is clearly a petty bourgeois philosophy directed
against the machine.

Buch an estimation of Gandhism is wrong and it complicates
the working out of a correct strategic and tactical policy of the
Communist Party of India.

It is not true that the petty bourgeoisie was at the head of
the movement in 1919-1922; and that in 1919-1922 the bourgeoisie
vas not able to retain control of the popular movement in its
hands. It is nmot true that the working class “stood aside” from
the mass independence movement. The slogan of ‘ non-violence,”
as & matter of fact, represented the interests of the coalition of
the bourgeoisie and the liberal landlords who feared an anti-
imperiglist and agrarian revolution. Even Gandhi himself and
other:leaders of the National Congress admitted this repeatedly,
although they succeeded in utilising the backwardness and sub-
missive psychology of considerable stratas of the toiling masses.

It is not true that-the essence of Gandhism was the struggle
for “ the spinning wheel ” and agitation against the machine. To
prove this i enough to cite an extract from the resolution of the
Calcutta ion of the ‘' National Congress,” 1920 (not to speak
about the entire practice of Gandhism) wherein it is said:

“The Session of the National Congress advises that
swadeshi be adopted on a large scale (the movement in sup-
port of national industry.—Ep.) as far as cotton goods are con-

.cerned and, since the existing mills of India with national
capital and control do not preduce enough yarn and material
to satisfy the needs of the nation and can hardly satisfy them
for still a long time to come, the Session of the National Con-
gress advises that hand-spinning in every house, hand-weaving
by milions of weavers who stopped work because of lack of
support, be immediately stimulated on a large. scale.”

A study of all the decisions of the National Congress for this
period, including also the resolution (Bardoli) on calling off the
non-co-operation campaign of 1920-22, adopted in answer to the
revolutionary activities of the workers and the peasants show that
the National Congress, like Gandhism, represented the interests of
the bourgeoisie and -the liberal landlords. Moreover, Gandhism
put the defence of the interests of industry, interests of capital
sbove all, advocating at the same time liberal and reformist
methods of “fighting.” ‘ The ideal of the Indian National Con-
gress is the establishment of Swarad; by legal and peaceful means.”
(Calcutta Session of the National Congress, 1920.) And this
remained the policy of I.N.C. till now.

The following statement of Comrade Stalm can serve as the
correct point of departure for the definition of the class essence
of Gandhism : —

“ As to assistance (of imperialism—EDp.) such as Gandhi,
tsarism -had a whole flock of them in the form of liberals of
all kinds which, however, resulted in nothing but confusion.”
(Report at the Sixteenth Congress of the CP.8.U.)

The same point of view is expressed by the Platform of Action
of the Communist Party of India which says:

“The policy of Gandhism on which- the programme of the
Congress is founded, uses the cloak of vague phrases about
love, meekness, modest and hardworking existence, lightening
the burden of the peasantry, the national unity, the special
historic. mission of Hinduism, etc. -But behind this cloak it
preaches and defends the interests of the Indian bourgeoisie, . .
preaches - the interests of capitalist development, of India on
the-bones and sweat of the toiling -masses of people, oppression

in alliance with world imperialism.” .

A Few Facts of History

(CONCLUSION)

Several circumstances helped Gandhism to draw to its side
the masses in 1919-1922 and at the later period. The fact is that
Gandhism entered the arena during the breakdown of social rela-
tions, growth of native capital (during the war and after), in the
period of the World War which tore millions of peasants out of the
village, in the years of the awakening of the peasantry and the
proletariat, of the tremendous flood of hatred for British domina-
tion. Gandhism was able to use the influence of religion, of
patriarchalcaste traditions, the naivete, ‘non-resistance to evil"”
submissiveness characteristic of the more oppressed peasant
masses, it was able to exploit the temper and the demands of the
petty bourgeois masses, the ruined handicraftsmen and artisans,
the unemployed elements. the office workers, etc.—all this was
utilised and reflected in the early agitation and the slogans of
Gandhism. Gandhism was able to exploit the growing protest of
the masses, their awakening to active struggle, stimulated in part
by the World War, influenced by the October Revolution.
Gandhism, in putting forward its .logans, was able to utilise the
vague desires of the toiling mases to change the existing con-
ditions, it was able because the proleteriat lacked the consciousness
that it represented a revolutionary force, the interests of which
were in a direct opposition to the interests of the reformist
bourgeoisie.

It is wrong to say that the proletariat in 1919-1922 was asleep
and stood aside from the mass movement. Facts contradict this.
It is wrong to assert that in 1919-1922 and after the conditions for
the existence of & Communist Party, for a struggle for the con-
quest of the hegemony in the emancipatory movement by the pro-
letariat, did not exist. We must not lump everything together in
one pile, we must not lose sight of the differences between the bour-
geoisie and the petty bourgeoisie, we must not regard them as one
and the same thing and thus weaken our struggle against the
influence of the bourgeoisie, which lead the National Caongress.

Such wrong views lead to the glossing over of the fact that the
basic condition for the victory of the Indian revolution is the
isolation of national reformism, the establishment of the hege-
mony of the proletariat, able to draw democratic allies (chiefly
peasantry) over to its side. In order to carry out this condition
the process of the transformation of the proletariat into an in-
dependent class force, must be clearly understood; we must see
that it is the condition for the organisation of a mass Communist
Party. Only being clear on this point and having complete con-
fidence in the proletariat, we will be able actively and consciously
to lead the struggle for proletarian hegemony and draw over to
the side of the proletariat all the allies, use all the democratic
movements for the development and the preparation of the
popular revolution.

* * - * L

The end of 1929 and 1930 was the turning point in the
organisation of the Communist Pariy. Local committees of an
illegal Communist Party began to be organised; leaflets began to
be published in the name of the Party, the Platform of Action
was published. An organisational and ideological rupture of the
Communist groups from *“left” national-reformism took place.
The Communists carried on in the open a struggle against “ left "
national-reformism, considering it as the chief obstacle on the
path of the formation of the Communist Party and.the mobilisa-
tion of the toiling masses for the revolution.

The rupture between the Marxists and the “ left” national-
reformists was historically an absolutely necessary action long over-
due. Without this rupture, the transformation of the proletariat
into an independent class force, into the leader of the toiling
masses, would have been inconceivable. As long as the illusions
of united all-national front, and the super-class nature of the
National Congress were widespread, it was, especially in view of
the manceuvres of the ‘“left” national-reformists, not easy to
carry through this rupture. It was connected with temporary
“ sacrifices.” - However, only the fact that the cadres of the Indian
Communist movement were so young, inexperienced; only the fact
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that they were not sufficiently trained in Marxist-Leninist sense,
explains why this rupture with “left” national reformism tem-
porarily severed to a no small extent, the Communists from the
mass independence movement in 1930-1931. Having broken with
national-reformism, the Comm ts proved by themselvps ynabie
to establish wide contacts with ‘the mass anti-imperis
ment of 1930. The illusions of all-united national front with the
bourgeoisie swept all over the country, and the Communists did
pot succeed in earrying through simultaneously two tasks of taking
the most energetic parf in the anti-imperialist movement and
expose, fight and isolate the national-reformists. And this
wpakened the growth and even isolated somewhat the Communists
from the toiling masses.

. The Indian proletariat is confronted with the need to organise
a -party entrenthed in the mass movement, to organise through
the most active participation in it.

The weakness-of the Indian Communists lies in the fact that
they have not mastered yet the most important Bolshevik prin-
ciple and that is that the fight for the transformation of the
proietariat into an independent class force and the consolidation
of the positions of the Communists in the working class, the win-
ning ‘of the decisive strata of the proletariat, and transformation
of the proletariat into the leader of the toiling masses, car take
place only on the basis of most active participation of the Com-
munists in thye mass movement, of the working class and peasantry
and toiling masses in general. The Communists must eome for-
ward at the head of all democratic movements, use all democratic
issues to develop and extend the mass movement, to isolate the
reformist elements, to raise the class consciousness of the prole-
tariat, to organise and teach the toiling masses, to draw them to
the side of the Communists and prove in deeds that the only leader
of the revotutionary people is the proletariat headed by the Com-
munist Party, that the only path to free the country and destroy
the landlord-moneylending system of exploitation is the path
indicated by the Communist Party. The Communists must be
ahle to win the confidence of the worker and peasant messes.

" The mistakes of the Indian Communists are various. Some
of the Communists saw only the need to convert the proletariat
into an independent class foree and organise an illegal Communist
Party; others saw only the need of taking part and utilising the
mass democratic movements. Both of them approached the ques-
tton onesidedly. In fact it signified certain distrust in the prole-
tariat, it meant that the task of fighting for the proletarian hege-
mony in thie people’s movement was not clearly understood. These
deviations have not yet fully disappeared and represent the chief
obstacle on the path of formation of a mass Communist Party of
India.

These wrong views led also to a number of other mistakes
such as the refusal to work among the mass organisation led by
the national-reformist leaders whose rank and file supporters were
misled, to lumping into one heap the bourgeoisie and the petty
bourgeoisie, to a legalistic deviation on one side and to the actual
refusal to build up an underground party on the other side. These
views brought in their train the inability to manceuvre and to use
the temporary, vacillating, even unstable, allies in the fight against
imperialism, it led to attempts to slow down the struggle against
national-reformism, etc.

The various Communist groups made different mistakes, but be-
hind-these mistakes there was the lack of understanding of 'the fact
‘that the organisation of an underground Communist Party ot only
does not contradict but, on the contrary, presupposes a struggle
for its -hegemony, presupposes participation in the revolutionary-
democratic movements, and its fight for leadership and the attrac-
tion of all democratic allies, even though for only a certain part of
the way, over toits side.

Only in this way can a powerful Communist Party be
organised, only in this way can the development and the prepara-
tion of the Indian revolution progress.

How wrong the approach of some of the Indian Communists is
can be fllustrated by their idea of the relations between the work-
ing class and the peasantry. In one of the documents (1932), it is
true; of a legal organisation, it is said:

“We do not propose to take any steps now in regard to
the peasantry. This is not because we do not sympathise with
the pefsant movement or because we do not recbgnise its
jmportance. But we think that our immediate task is to
{mprove our position in regard to our own class (i.e, the pro-
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letariat—ED.). Each of these classes must be united, s{rongly

organised and must realise its interests and aims.” Yy{i36¢ .k

The most important task is that of consolidating I.b&«potimu
of the Commumsts in the working class. However, now when the
neialist ghovement is growing this task can

ed not h ddy-by-day economic and trade union
agtiyity. The position of the Communists can be consolidated in
their class only providing that they participate both in the daily
economic struggles as well as in the anti-imperialist and agrarian
movements. There is no other way. AM other paths congelidate
the position “#f natichal-reformism, . wilk introduce eonfusion
in the ranks ef-the revolutionary maevement, hmit its role; 40 &;posi-
tion of 4n apperdage to the: bourgeoisie and, strengthening the
position of the reforinists- (such as me ecoaromdsts, ete.); mqaken
the Communist ranks. { i

The formatio of Communist grcmps was precaded by the
organisation of reformist- trade unions .and. it had effect jon; the
development of- the” Communist movement. 7The first groups of
revolutionary intellectuals, having discarded the.ideelogy of the
National Oongress, joined the trade unions. It is:here (Bod not
in the field of the independence movement) that they ciashed with
reformism, clashed chiefly on questions of the strike struggies
The trade uniens began to replace the Party.!; The Gieni Kamgar
(the Bombay Textile Trade Union “Red. Flag') led . political
demonstratidns of the workers. This substitutian of the Pexty by
the trade unions led to a position where:the Communists aHowed
themselves t6 bé provoked by the reformists to:accept. without
strong resistance, splits of the frade unions. In.a number af cases,
both unmecessary and untimely. In a number of places where
Oommunist ‘groups wer'e formed, their appearance in the political
fleld was followed by some splits’in the trage unians. Thus it
appeared that some Communists did not understand the differ-
ences between the Party and the trade umion; which' was wutilised
by the “left” national-reformists. who e¢arried the split inbo the
trade unions. And this lefl on the part bf seme comrades'to an
inereased tendency towards sectarianism, temard isolation, it led
to0 the refusal to fight for the ‘masses, to the inability to isolate the
national-reformist feadlers and draw the rank and file peer to the
Communists’ sfide. ' Thé Communist groups, therefore;. did not suc-
ceed to carry through the tacties of a united front and take & lead
in a true fight for the unity of the working.class. .Many LCom-
mimists did not widerstand the fact that & fight against national-
reformism, which should be led consistently amd constantly, does
ot mean at all that Communists should not work in the national-
reformist trade unions, does not mrean at all that we.should sbject
éven to amalgamation of the red trade wunions with some ‘mass
national-reformist trade unions when it is in the interests of the
working class. But such an amalgamationn not ofily does not mean
a retreat from-Gommunist positions; but-on the conbrary, it means
increased efforts to propagate our ideas and if the Communist
maintain a correct policy, it will enly help to isolate the natienal
reformists and to develop the proletarian movement.

The substitution 6f the Party by the trade unions has inereased
the tendency to reject the anti-imperialist struggle, to rejeet the
organisation of an underground Communist Party; has increased the
danger of a peculidr form of economism, has inereased the danger
of harmful ideas that a Communist Party can be organised only
through the trade union activities, that all attention mmust be
turned only towards ““one's own elass,” i.e,, only towards the pro-
letariat. Actually this led to the rejection of the struggle fer the
hegemony of the proletariat and helped to consolidate the position
of national-reformism and imperialism.

The origin of the main weaknesses of the Indian Communist
Movement was indicated above. They are connected with the
history of the movement. One of the biggest is the underestima-
tion of the organisational problems, the lack of understanding that
the movement cannaot develop, that the Indian revolution e¢annot
be victorious unless a strong centralised party orrgamsa‘mn is
built.

The Indian Communists have increased their ranks through
the trade unions, by organising Communist groups within the trade
unions. Consequently the Communist groups have become the
organisations of a few active members of the trade union:move
ment. The crganised formation of these groups did nat go beyond
loose trade union fractions. Such a situation is clearly abnormal
Every Communist must. clearly understand that if a strong Com-
munist Party is to be organised in India, city, district committees
factory nuclei must be organised; ie., a Party organisation must
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”}“”‘"' j[vi'p;c)x ‘would calfy on work in the trade unions angd
i, AMQDE ‘the peasantry and among the revolutionary

sption which would not ofily build trade unions,

Tganisations as well, which' would publish besifle the
] papers an official dfgan of the P as well, which
would publish léaflets not only ih the hame of the trade unfons,
put, also in the name of the Party itself and ot tiié Party orgariisa-

§ only ;ucl%a?n i;xﬁdell‘rground Party ‘érganisation can develop legal
and undergrapnd work, can use the 1égal Tormds of the movement,
not falling in the frap of ecopomism and not adapting itself to
sm, ie, 16 4 Tefusal to defend revolutionary pasitions.
A'ﬁ?ﬁ s ‘'we capnot build up a party, we cannot win the
tatian Hegemony In ‘the all-national movement, we cannot
develop proletarian methods of fighting, we cannot set ourselves

m ore'afflyc‘i more revglutionary tasks.

' The organisational question is of first rank political signifi-
ance for the Indian Communists. We must resolytely put a stop
to the petty bourgeois inheritancé of the past, with the influence
the ©ongress organisational prihciples, with the Y¥aék of con-

fidenee in‘the ‘Wworking elass. N :
These  tdské @are ‘tremendous and extremely difficult. The
Indian’ Comiwfiinists ‘are yet extremély weak. But it would be
wrong, noné'the’less, if somebody would claim that a preliminary
eriod -of 1otal elrcles: is neeessary, who would recommend to con-
rentrate all attention of the Communists on local tasks and to
phift the: eenire of gravity of all the work exclusively to the trade
huion : orgamisation, This would lead to Khvostism (tailism), to
Menshewisn, 10 the Joss of initiative, to isolation. We must
emember. that, the masses have accumulated tremendous exrperi-
e of the class struggle. Not only the workers, but the revolu-
onaryg.ntel{ectuals and considerable strata of the peasantry have
plso aceumulated this experience. And the process of the realisa-
jon of ‘LIS’ rience, of transforming if into deeds can go on
pith exceeding speed; “this will depend on the practical work, the
prergy, and the correct policy of the Communists. The rapidity
ith which 4 ‘mass Commantst Party will be organised depends
ntirely ofi them. ' The ROy group try to utilise thé mistakes of the
pommunists to Justify their anti-proletarian, anti-revolutionary
policy. “THiS' will bring the Roy group no success. It will not fool
¢ Tevolutiotiists. The lafter will soon understand that the mis-
akes of the ‘Communiists are exactly the result of the remnants
Roy'’s idfeology in' the ranks of the Communist movement, and
e sooflet*they wilf get rid of thein, the sooner the Communist
novement wil tevelop. '
FUCRS S T AL ‘&

* * * *

The picture of the development of the labour and anti-
perialist’ movement and the changes that took place will be far
fom complete if we do not explain the general role of the *left
alionalreformists. It would be wrong to assert that Gandhism
as the only obstacle on the path of the revolutionary awakening
f the toiling masses that prevented the exposure and isolation of
e refoxmist bourgeoisie. From 1928, “left” national-reformism
fan to, play- a-particularly harmful rele in the general mass
jovemnent. It crystallised more or less like a definite stream of
Flormism in 1927-1928. With the growth of class differentiation,
d the revival of the fighting spirit of the masses, the difficulty
P maintajn the inflyence of the bourgeoisie began to grow, and
¢ “left” national reformists, as agenls of the bourgeoisie,
Sumed a considerable signjficance. In 1928-1929 the “ League of
hdependence " of young Nehry and Base was fermed and played
[ important role. It tried to retain contrgl gver the petty bour-
Pis and toiling masses who were dissatisfied with the Nehru
Pustitution * and ‘pressed the fight for freedom. In 1930-32 they
€ joined by a mew variety—of Kandalkar-Roy-Karnik and Co.
"e “left” ndtiénal-reformists developed recently frenzied activity
hd succeeded for a time to disorganise to a considerable extent
¢ ranks of: the proletaridt, split the trade unién movement, etc.
And: now: 'whén a general disilusionment with Gandhism
ong the toiling masses and revohutioriary intelligéntsia is taking
%8, it naturaBly ‘foufid its expression among the ‘followers of
6" national-reformism as well. The “left ” Oongressists feel
: and correspondingly try to change their tactics, @opting Rew
“i” slogans, and some of them semetimes-even; openly criticis-
€ the Jegdership of the National Gongmess, et¢.- That explains
* ew. programme Of Nehry; Bose, Kandalkan, ete. .
The hourgeoisie i turning more.and more. te. the right and
g to divert the attention and the energy of the wide masses

to isolated reform dctivities (Harijan campaign, etc). It s
explained by its fear of the growing disillusiohment of the masses
and the ripeding of the agrarian and anti-imperialist revohtion.
The toiling niasses are dissatisfled with the old forms of the move-
ment. They look for new paths, néw leadership, new programme,
new methods of fight. The anti-imperialist movement is aot
waning. As a matter of fact a new wave of the revoluﬁion‘a?x
movement is approaching. o

‘The newspaper “Advance " wrote in fts March 1 issue that in
Allahabad an illegal terrorist organisation called upon the popula-
tiom. te gome ouf with a hartal in memary of Chandrashekahar
Azad, the revolutionary-terrorist killed by the police in 1932.

“In the evening—writes the paper—a crowd gathered;
the police dispersed it. The police were set on guard all

through the night. There was a hartel in the city althoygh a

few Moslim shops were open.” )

This communication is a typical sign of the temper of the
broad strata of the town petty bourgeoisie and of the toiling
masses in general. The newspapers are every day full of news of
the arrest of individuals, of groups, that carry out illegal revolu-
tionary activity, making weapons and explosives, etc. And these
are not a few isolated acts; they begin 0 assume a mass character.

Gandhism has again demonstrated now its liberal, anti-revo-
lutionary nature. -The working: class and the peasantry are going
to the left; new batties are maturing.

British imperialism is doing its best to consolidate its land-
lord-princes suppart, it gives some slight concessions to the Indian
bourgeoisie (so far as the textile, sugar, cotton, and some other
industries aré concerned), permits them to take part in the dis
tribution of 20 per cent. of the State budget, forms a sham reserve
bank, ie, throws some crumbs at the expense of the increased
exploitation of the masses. While making some constitutional
concessions, British imperialism at the same time adopts all pos-
sible measures to consolidate its yoke. .At the same time it,
together with the bourgeoisie, prepares.to crush the revolutionary
people, and prepares the country for the impending world war,
for the war against the US.S.R. It tries to secure the loyal sup-
port of the Indian bourgeoisie for the coming war.

British imperialism is faced with @ number of difficult tasks;
the growing revolutionary movement in India, the growing
instability within England itseif and the coming armed struggle
for the redivision of the world. This determines its Indian plans
to strengthen its coalition with the feudaldandlord groups (draw-
ing the prineeés in, federation scheme, etc) and thus introduce an
Indian element of “stability ” into the apparatus of domirnation
and proceéding from this, putting feudal groups against the bour-
geoisle, give some small concessions to the Indian bourgeoisie. The
anti-revolutionary bourgeoisie in its turn, being mortally afraid
of an agrarian and anti-imperialist revolution, has adopted in
general the policy of adaptation to the feudal-imperialist federa-
tion. It hopes to draw the feudal lords and the semi-feudal lords
to its side, and press for further concessions from British
imperialism. The bourgeoisie hopes to create and to consolidate a
bourgeois<landlord coalition. The Indian bourgeoisie grudgingly
agrees to make a compromise with British imperialism. It is afraid
of a revolution and is afraid of foreign invasion (by Japan, ete.).

British imperialism agreed to give some economic concessions

at the expense of foreign competition (Japan, Belgium, Dutch,
etc.) that begun to undermine British positions. At the same time
it is putting through preferential tariffs, that is, consolidates its
own position and places a number of additional obstacles on the
path of development of productive farces of India. The Indian
bourgeaisie accepts the compromise with British imperialism to
fight the people’s revohution and foreign competition and is seek-
ing to make a coalition with the feudali and semi-feudal groups to
carry on a further parliamentary: struggle against British
government. )
) That is why, while criticising the new draft in every way and
pressing for a number of changes, the bourgeoisie demands to
stop the mass movement, and reorientate the masses for the “ elec-
tiens ” and new legislative assemblies and harijan campaign.

The most, prominent leaders of the Indian bourgeoisie, Burla,
Tsakurdas; - Hiragand, Shriram—the biggest capitalists and
Gandhi’s closest advisars—declared in a statement to the press the
need of a-most rapid introduction of the federation and indicated
the demands of the bourgeoisie : (a) That -the share of the budget
which the representatives of the Indian bourgeoisie have a right

Lahmnmw.\.-:.m-. ke
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to distribute, be increased. This should be achieved by decreasing
military expenses and by shifting part of the expenses to the
British treasury; (b) that the export of gold from the country be
prohibited and gold be used to establish reserve bank (c) that the
administration of the railways be handed over to the Indian Legis-
lature; (d) that the forced subordination of the rupee to the pound
be done away with; (e) that legislature be given the right to pass
laws against foreign competition.

The bourgeoisie proposes to fight for these proposals within
the framewark of the constitution, through negotiations, through
economic pressure, etc.. To characterise the loyalty of the Indian
bourgeolsie it is enough to point out that even in 1930-1932 it
actively (to the extent of 800 million rupees) supported the internal
Joans of the Anglo-Indian government which were used to suppress
and enslave the country.

The Congress newspaper Mahratta wrote on January 15, 1933 :

“We must note the fact that to-day the leaders of the

Congress are directing the attention of the people to the
problem of the liquidation of untouchability (i.e., the pariahs—
Ep) and thus are withdrawing fthe attention of the people
from questions that are of direct political significance. . .
It is not difficult to understand that the concentration of t.he
attention of the people on the-question of untouchability, of
the right to enter temples is equivalent to a renunciation of
the movement for which the Congress leaders and their sup-
porters are now sitting in prison.” And this is what actually
has happened.

The Congress, covering up with the “struggle” against the
pariah system, is helping, as a matter of fact, to put through the
Constitution drafted by British imperialism. National-reformism
is adapting itself to the new form of the domination of British
imperialism. The National Congress is trying, while adapting
itself to the new situation, to repeat the manceuvre carried out in
1922. But this time the bourgeoisie will find it more difficult,
because, unlike in 1922, the economic crisis is now growing more
acute, the revolutionary movement is growing and the working
class has appeared on the scene.

The reformist policy of the bourgeoisie and the formal rejec-
tion of the ‘““non-co-operation” movement will undoubtedly in-
crease the class differentiation in the national movement. It is
possible that the National Congress will still talk for some time
about the boycott of the legislative assemblies. It is even possible
that there will be splits and secessions in the National Congress.
It is possible that a party such as the former swarajist party, as
well as parties “ from the left ” like those of the former " League
of Independence” of young Nehru, will be created outside or
inside the National Congress. The results of the Round Table
Conference undoubtedly do not satisfy the Indian bourgeoisie.
However, its chief groups, headed by Gandhi, have retained their
loyalty to the old British orientation. Some bourgeois groups
might begin to flirt with the American bourgeoisie. It is also pos-
sible that some elements of the bourgeois national movement, linked
up with the petty-bourgeois movement, will begin ‘‘to make
advances” to the international proletarian movement, thinking
about the might of the Soviet proletariat. All this is linked up,
chiefly, with the class differentiation and upheavals that are
taking place in the country.

In short, the bourgeoisie is doing its utmost to retain its
influence, advancing its “left” detachments to the forefront. It
is also possible that a number of individual national-revolutionary
groups, etc., will appear.

The Communists of India must foresee all this so that, while
co-operating with, and attracting all elements and organisations
that are ready to fight against the imperialists, isolate the national-
reformists and develop a revolutionary struggle of the toiling
masses for independence, land and power.

The present period of development of the independence move-
ment in India is characterised by a tremendous upsurge of the
peasant movement, particularly marked in the native States. In
some places this movement took the form of an agrarian uprising,
that contained some signs of a national-revolutionary war. The
activity of the peasants in Burma, Kashmir and Alwar have not
c¢eased; the peasantry who rose in the Alwar State have forced the
royal army to retreat; the British military came to the rescue.

In some provinces the spontaneous movement of refusal to
pay debts, taxes, rent, is very widespread. In a number of places
the government was forced to lower taxes temporarily, but at the

same time it adopts its own measures; everywhere, particularly iy
Bengal, garrisons have been stationed, the number of police haj
been increased, fines imposed, land property, cattle sold at auction}:
The peasants’ activities, the clashes with the police and the lang]
lords, have become typical and this shows the popular nature o
the movement. Millions of peasants have been roused out of thej
“slumber.” With the further development of the crisis it will be i
more and more difficult to pacify, by significant tax concessions |
the unrest of the village. The Index of prices for cotton in 193§
fell from 97 to 87: for grain products, from 108 to 87; jute, from
58 to 39. The yield of wheat for the last décade fell from 760 t;
600 per acre (Makerdji, “ Bombay Chronicle,” January 10, 1933)
the rice yield decreased in 1932 from 877 to 837 an acre. The arg
under cotton continues to decrease; in 1929 it was 10,480,000 acres
in 1932 it was 8,409,000 acres; the area under wheat decreased {o
1932-33 by 4 per cent, while in Punjab, the chief wheat district
by 15 per cent. (“Capital,” February 16, 1933.) The following
document of the government of the United Provinces testifies elo
quently to the ruin of the peasantry during the crisis:

“The tenants preferred to give away their land and
renounce their rights rather than to pay the rent which under
present conditions has become excessively high. Consequently
the number of deserted holdings for the year (1831) grew from
20,860 to 71,430, while the number of forced collections of the
land tax amounted to 256,284.” (Bombay Chronicle,” January
26, 1833.)

In 1933 this process assumed still greater proportions. The
production of iron has fallen from 804,000 tons in 1931 to 650.000
in 1932; coal, from 1,752,000 metric tons in 1931 to 1,580,000 in 1932,
etc. Some increases can bc noted in the sugar industry due to the
prohibitive tariffs.

At the same time taxes and indebtedness have increased. The
scissors in the prices has increased, the decay and degradation of
the social economic system of colonial India went on at a greater
pace.

The peasantry is being ruined in greater numbers; it is being
expropriated. Gold, “ distress gold,” a name which describes the
true nature of the plunder, is being pumped out of the country,
From September, 1931, to December, 1932, 111} crore rupees of gold
were squeezed out of the country. (“ Capital,” February 9, 1933
British capital covers the decline in the export of goods with this
gold. The trade balance of India is characterised by the fact
exports usually exceeded imports. Imperialism used to maintai
the whole colonial apparatus of oppression and receive supe
profits by pumping out raw materials and semi-manufactured
goods. The acuteness of the present crisis, of the crisis of the
whole social-economic structure of India manifests itself in tht
trade balance. The import of gold has become passive.

In 1930-31, exports exceeded imports by 57.54 lak rupees.
In 1931-32 v 5 . . 28.29 "
In 1932-33 ., were lower than ,, 1.71

Only the forced pumping of gold made it possible for Briti
imperialism to retain its economic position. It testifies to th
ruin of the peasantry and toiling strata of the city. Even the
British economic journal Capital (Calcutta, February 2) was forced
to admit that

“the inflow of gold came from the largest districts of th

United Provinces where the agrarian crisis was most acute

We must remember here that the influx of gold began lonf

before the gold standard had been abolished and the price o

gold was not too high.”

The increased ruin and disillusionment with the reformis
policy of the National Congress leads to the growth of a spor
taneous revolutionary peasant movement. It will assume greal
and greater scope.

The National Congress sabotaged the peasant movement, !
demands it should be suppressed. When it takes the form of 8
uprising, the I.N.C. falsely represents it as a Hindu-Moslim cof
flict. The Congress organ, Mahratta (in the January 8, 1933, issu
qualified the agrarian uprising of the Alwar peasantry in
following way : —

“It is praiseworthy on the part of the British governmel
not to interfere with the affairs of the State, but at the sa

time it is its duty to prevent provocateurs from without frof
creating disorders within the State. The Pan-Islam agitato
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have achieved their goal in Kashmir and it is evident that
they have now chosen a new victim, the Alwar State.”

That is how they propose to the imperialists to put down the
heasant mavement.

The growing agrarian-peasant movement is beginning more
i#and more to'be connected with the anti-imperialist movement; the
evolutionary consciousness of the toiling masses is growing. In
its turn, the national-reformist camp is coming closer and closer to
he imperialist camp for a common struggle against the impending
agrarian revolution. However, the class consciousness of the work-
ing class is growing; the illusions in regard to national-reformism
are rapidly fading; the Communist movement is growing (although
still insufcient).

The reformists’ betrayal of the railway strike on the M.S.M.
railway in 1932 greatly lowered the authority of the reformists in
the south of India as well, as Giri himself admitted. The workers
pegan to join the revolutionary left wing in increasing numbers.
In a number of places the left wing was partly able to isolate the
eformists and consolidate its positions among the working masses.
he situation now is changing considerably.

The textile workers of Bombay are again faced with the

gravest attack of the capitalists. The mill owners, taking advan-
tage of the worsening conditions in industry, have again lowered
wages of the workers and increased the number of looms and
pindles per worker. The mill owners of Ahmedabad have an-
nounced & 25 per cent. cut in wages. Mills are being shut down,
memployment is growing. The strike movement, to resist the
attack, is spreading not only in Bombay, but in the other centres,
. The same can be observed all over the country. To-day the
workers are striking in Bombay, Nagpur, Cawnpore, Viramgaon,
Baroda, etc.
A new stage in the struggle is approaching. The conditions
pre changing. The vanguard stratum of the proletariat is ridding
tself of its illusions about the Congress; the backward stratum is
more and more falling in line; the revolutionary intellectuals are
ginning to revise their old conceptions; the trend towards Com-
munism is growing and all this is taking place at the time when
nillions of peasants are awakening, and the national bourgeoisie
s becoming more and more anti-revolutionary. The international
fituation testifies to the rapid change in the correlation of class
orces throughout the world, the forces of the international pro-
etariat and the colonial peoples are coming closer. A new period
pf revolutions and wars is close and finds its expression in the
frowing revolutionary movement in the colonies. The victorious
ocialist construction in the U.S.S.R. points the way for the
pppressed toiling masses of the colonial countries and of the whole
vorld.

However, in spite of the favourable situation, it will give results
poly if the Indian Communists will be able to correct their policy
nd carry out energetically the formation of the Communist Party
pecause that is the basic premise for the successful preparation
_d victory of the Indian revolution. Here lies the key to the
Clory of the Indian people.

The capitalist world is again entering a period when it increas-
gly will apply warlike, armed forms of fighting. War is coming.
0 the article “ Quality Rather Than Quantity,” which is of
theral strategical importance, Lenin wrote : —

“The outcome of the struggle depends upon the fact that
Russia, India, China, etc., constitute the vast majority of the
population. And it is this majority of the population that
has been drawn into the struggle for their emancipation with
unusual speed during the last years so that in this sense there
can be no doubt whatsoever as to the final outcome of the
World struggle. In this sense the ultimate victory of socialism
1s fully and absolutely guaranteed.”

The Soviet Union has developed great socialist construction,
Msolidating itself as the basis of the world revolution. China
S passed through a tremendous revolutionary school, having
tated a Soviet Republic and the Red Army. The Indian people
¢ turning to the true, revolutionary path and the time is not far
! When it will follow Soviet China. The oppressed toilers of
Pdia, under the leadership of its vanguard—the Communist Party
! India—will be able not only to throw off the yoke of the British

" e but to come out on the broad path of the fight for

The White Terror

For the Release of Gertrud and Paul Ruegg!

By P. P.

(Paris)

When, eighteen months ago, Paul and Gertrud Ruegg were
threatened with the executioner's axe, such a storm of protest
swept the whole world that the Nanking government and their
judges were afraid to execute the death sentence pronounced by
the exceptional court. The sentence was commuted to imprison-
ment for life. The sole ‘“ crime ” of Paul Ruegg consisted in having
been the secretary of the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat and
having devoted himself wholeheartedly to the fulfilment of his task.
It could not be proved that he had worked as a Communist and,
as the indictment asserted, conspir~d against the safety of the
State. No charge whatever was raised against his wife beyond the
fact that she was his companion in life.

The big campaign for Gertrud and Paul Ruegg greatly helped
to strengthen the ties between the proletariat of Europe and
America on the one side and the militant toilers of China on the
other. It was a remarkable upsurge of international proletarian
solidarity.

Since then Gertrud and Paul Ruegg have been kept in solitary
confinement in the prison in Nanking. They are the only
foreigners in this prison: they cannot talk to anybody. The food
is inadequate. just as in any othér Chinese prison, and harmful to
the health. It is small wonder, therefore, that in these circum-
stances the health of these two prisoners has been very seriously
affected; Paul Ruegg is suffering from tuberculosis, and his wife i3
pining away.

On December 20 Paul Ruegg went on hunger strike; on Decem-
ber 30 his wife joined in. This was the seventh hunger strike
carried out by Paul Ruegg during the period of his imprisonment.
The two prisoners resorted to this desperate means in order to
raise a protest against their imprisonment and the ignoring of all
their complaints. They demand the release of Gertrud Ruegg and
at least a retrial of Paul Ruegg.

After three weeks' hunger strike they were conveyed in a com-
pletely exhausted condition to Nanking hospital. They were told
that their complaints would be looked into. Thereupon they broke
off the hunger strike. Meanwhile, after a week in hospital, they
have been sent back to prison.

That the Nanking government did not want to go to the length
of letting Paul and Gertrud Ruegg die—and they were determined
to die rather than give in—is to be attributed to the fresh wave of
protest on their behalf which spread through the various countries.

The World Committee Against War and Fascism, on receiving
the news of Gertrud and Paul's hunger strike, took a number of
measures in order to render speedv aid to these two great inter-
national fighters.

There was set up a European Release Committee for Gertrud
and Paul Ruegg, headed by such personalities as André Gide,
André Malraux, Romain Rolland, Henri Barbusse, Professors Pren-
ant and Wallon, Madame Gabriele Duchéne, and others. They
sent a protest telegram to the Chinese Embassy in Paris and took
steps that similar declarations on behalf of the Rueggs should be
submitted by various personalities and organisations to the Chinese
embassies in London, Amsterdam, Geneva, and other places.

The Committee for the Support of Political Prisoners, to which
a number of bourgeois politicians belong, sent a delegation, headed
by the famous Professor Levy-Briihl, to the Chinese Ambassador in
Paris. The energetic declaration of Levy-Briihl, who demanded the
release of the Rueggs, did not fail to make an impression, and was
therefore cabled to the Nanking government.

Representations were also made to the Chinese delegation at
the League of Nations; its leader, Wellington Koo, declared to the
Geneva lawyer, Vincent, Ruegg’s former defending counsel, that
he also had sent a telegram to Nanking.

Representations were also made by the League for Human
Rights and of the Women'’s League for Peace and Freedom.

When the world delegation to the Far East, headed by Lord
Marley, was staying in Shanghai last September, they took the
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opportunity to remind the Chinese gov ent -that jhf toilersof
the other countries had not fotgottei the Rhiddeh: A /membar bf
the world delegation visited the Rueggs in Nanking prison: #He was
ablk fo sge fhow . énergatically the Rueggs are eoptinuidg -their
struggle against the Chiang-Kai-shek regime and how they are
championing the cause of the workers of all countries with their
entire devation. At that time the Chinese Minister for Justice held
(oitllt the possibility of Gertrud Ruegg being released. Lord Marley

erefpre addressed a very ¢nergetic letter to the Nanking govern-
£nt, In which he protested against the scandalous imprisonment
of Gertrud Ritegg. No reply has been sent to this letter.

. Another member of the world delegation, belonging to the
Second International, cemmenced -investigations in regard to the
fate of the Rueggs. Neefs, a trade union secretary in Brussels,
intervened af the Chinese Ambassador in Brussels and was in-
formed that the imprisonment of the Rueggs is perfectly
“ justified " but that “ the possibility is not excluded of an amnesty
or an act of favour by which they would benefit.” This declaration
was given in the name of the Chinese Foreign Minister.

This shows that it is necessary to continue the campaign for
the release of Gerfrud and Paul Ruegg with the greatest energy.
It is pot 8 question of an act of favour but & right which the
workers and intellectuals of all countries will enforce as a proof of
their practical solidarity.

In the International

The Political Importance of the National
Conference of the C.P. of Czechoslovakia

By Karl Neumann (Prague).

On January 30, there took place in Prague a secret national
conference of the illegal C.P. of Czechoslovakia. This confer-
ence was a review of the party cadres in order to ascertain how
far they have fulfilled their tasks in the first months of increased
ideological pressure and intensified repression by the bourgeoisie
of the working class and its party, a review of the firmness and
fighting capacity of the party after the first months of accelerated
carrying out of the fascist dictatorship under the slogan of a
“ swong democracy.”

The National Conference showed conclusively that the bour-
geoisie has not in the least succeeded, by means of opportunism
and renegacy, in bringing about an ideological disintegration of
the party in order to render it incapable of fighting. There is no
better proof of the soundness of the C.P.Cz. than the thorough
and unanimous repulse of the renegade Guttmann. The broad
campaign against opportunism which the party had conducted
during the last few months, has obviously steeled the ranks ot
the party and raised its activity and Bolshevist firmness.

The efforts of the bourgeoisie to gag the party by prohibiting
its press were frustrated by the fact that in place of the suppressed
papers hundreds of other papers appeared, usually with a larger
issue than the legal ones. In the same way as Hiter failed to
silence the Communists, so also the Czech bourgeoisie failed,
in spite of the assistance rendered it by the social fascists. In
spite of the increasing persecutions, the C.P. of Czechoslovakia
is at the head of the enslaved toilers, leading their struggles,
extending and consolidating its influence over the masses.

The results of the review of the National Conference are of
great practical, political importance for the Czech proletariat.
They reassure the Czechoslovakian working class that also in
Czechoslovakia the Communist International possesses a section
which cannot be destroyed by the class enemy, which stands at
its hghting post, and that the working class will have a tried
revolutionary leadership in its most difficult struggles.

The main work ot the National Conference consisted in
clabgrating, on the basis of the world situation as analysed by
the Thirteenth Plenum of the E.C.CI, the prospects of the
cconomic and political development in Czechosfc))vakia as well as

the appraisal and canclustens which the Thirteenth Plenum of the§

2 War and inflation révival of production as'is to be'séen ' some

the tasks resulting from it for the. C.P. of Cgechoslovakia for thef
rext futtre. ' The. development of events “completely: ¢onfirmll

E.C.CI. drew from the world situation. The" development: o
the geperal crisis of capiralism after the. collapse: of -stabilisatioy
il Czechoslovakia is resuldng in-a shaking: of i€ ¢apitaliy
systemn. In - Czechoslovakta there cannot 'be observed’even such

at home, the antagonisms of Czech imperalism  widh othe
Powers, have led to such a tepsion thay the bourgeosie is no
longer capable of maintaining its rule with the old nmetheds of
bourgeois Parlamentarism and is therefore proceeding to s
up .the fascist dictatorship., The- Czech. bourgeoists is _l,autiching
raore and more flerce attacks on, the standard of :living.of the
masses and. is setung its hope on a fresh 1 rralist world war. The
devclopment of events in Czechoslovakia clearly shows. that we
are on the eve of great class batdes and collisions of the Powers.

Proceeding from these’ facts the National Conferénce Has laid
down the tasks of the party for' the immediate future. It is
necessary to exert every effort in order to mobilise the masses for
the fight against the establishment of the bloody fascist dictator.
ship, which can be averted by the Mrce of the militant proletariat,
which is only paralysed by the disintegrating influence of social
democracy. Itis necessary 0. mobilise the broadest masses,against
the new imperialist war and. prepare them for the: proletarian
revolution which is on the order of the day: Henoes:is impera-
tive that the influence of socid]l democracy, which s so- fatal for
the working class, is destroyed and that the majority of the
working class. is won over in the day-today struggles for the
defence of the immediate -interests of the toilers by the C.P.Cz,
for their revolutionary aims and the historic tasks of the working
class. o '

The National Conference has performed a wark of greatest
political importance for the solutien of this task. It adopted a
pragramme of, action centaining those concrete measures: which
the working class, under the kadership of the Communist Pary,
will carry out immediately after its victory, and by rieans of
which it wl abolish political enslavement;” natiomal  oppression
and the misery of the masses. This programme of action shows
to the masses how the working class will capture political power
how it will use this power, and in what form this power wil
be wielded. The party thereby opposes to bloody fascism, ta
imperialist war and the collapse of the old capitalist society the
concrete programme of the new, future socialist society, and show
to the broad masses the only way out of the catastrophe of decay
ing capitalism. This programme of the Soviet Power in Czech
slovakia, which was drawn up by the National Conference, wi
be the platform round which the revolutionary forces will rally
for the decisive fights for the overthrow of capitalist rule ©
Czechoslovakia. The main task which the National Conferencg
set to the party is to win the majority of the working class, the broad
sections of the middle strata and of the poor peasantry for thi
programme in order to prevent the fascist dictatorship and th
fresh bloody imperialist war by capturing the political power 0
the proletariat.

The National Conference also elected the Central Committes
of the party. This fresh election was rendered necessary 10
owing to a lack of confidence in the old C.C., but owing to
fact that the class cnemy must be kept in the dark in regard d
the compositon of the revolutionary staff of the working clas
and becausc the composition of the party leadership must compl
with the conditions of increased fascist terror. The new Centr?
Committee, headed by Comrade Gottwald, consists of Co
munists of all nationalities of Czechoslovakia, two-thirds of whor
are workers from the factories, and functionaries of the old guar(
of the party who held responsible positions since the founding
the party. Under the leadership of this Bolshevist Central Co
mittee the party will fulfil those tasks arising from the politic:
situation and formulated by the Natienal Conference.

'ch‘c_xi"tﬁpiml‘is‘t”coqntri_c;s‘._ The class and national contradictions
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r'sn Word . " Ir['; “ 1.5 a\.:a 4- Pa.n§, Februa.ry 6 1934
v(h«wh was, ) Bregeded by a Duklic meeting

a'Ete‘xi

hundred delegates.

on the double ,.0f defending .the standard of living of the
young[‘wprjsers esbablishmg Lter contact with the soldiers.
A deggauqn of young stn'ker,s I}'om the Jomain factory in Paris,
who are engaged in a wages struggle greeted the Congress and,
the n;me of ﬁ e strikers, thanked the Cammunist youth and
arty for the support they were giving them in
truggle On the ot.her hand, a delegation from the Con-
‘ka}:h:rt in a wogkers demonstramon which was held in
military hospital Val de grace, in which a great
“of soldiers have died.

Tgport of the Central Committee was, delivered by Ray-
mond Guyot. He pointed to the tremendous efforts which the
bourgeogisie is exerfing in order jn win the youth, to militarise
thema, anq to, draw, them on to the pathof fascism. Hef urther called
atten on to. the nyumerous opportynist deviations, made by the
ittee, mamfy under the leadership., pf Charriere; it is
preclse}z, he, task of r.he Extraordmary Congress to liquidate them.
cqép ysian, he summed up the tasks of the Communist youth:
Jnto sont.p.ct wu.h the masses of youth, to defend their daily
;ntereﬁ.} éqi,work pefare all in the factories, and to penetrate into
the bowrgeols mass, youth organisations. All this work must be
closely,, HP- with the wxdast. propagamon of the revolutionary
way opt Only by . this means would it be possible to solve the
fask of developing the Young Communist League into a mass

uganisation which must be stronger than the Party.

The. compesition of the Congress was as follows: 99 delegates

mh decisive votes and 42 delegates with advisory votes; 16 big
gterprises were represented at the Congress, 10 of which pos-
gessed youth cells. North France was represented by 11 delegates,
e Lyons district by 8 and the Paris district by 35.
Various speakers mentioned. that the assistance given by the
Party. to the youth was insufficient. They stated that the young
orkers are quite ready to fight, but they often do not know what
ey showld do, a result of tlre lack of sufficiently skilled cadres.
omrade Carré of Belfort declared that there was to be recorded
B general failure to realise the seriousness and the rapid sharpen-
ig of the situation.

The discussion on the report of the Central Committee was
tinued on Monday. It revealed a certain weakness. Too
kany of the delegates contented themselves with giving a short
tport on the situation in their district without approaching the
’tisive palitical questions; hardly any of them reported on ®x-
eriences in factory work.
Géraut, delegate from Paris, showed the good work of the
g Communists in the fight in the Jomain factory, and a
tlegate from Calais their participation in the big mass demon-
rations of the unemployed. Both delegates, however, had to
imit that if the Communist youth had®gone into the masses,
ey would not have been able to appear at their head openly as
wmmunists. Berthelot, from Paris, touched on the chief mis-
es of the Communist youth: in the strike of the young Citroen
Urkers, who are engaged in a wages struggle, owing to insufficient
itact with them, they did not know at first what demands
Puld be proposed; the fight against the opportunist deyiatiens was
Wducted only feebly; there were still considerable cadres who
i not béen tried in the struggle; approval in words of the
Risions of the Central Committee without carrying them out in
Actice; lack of really functioning factory cells (only two out of
Jouth ¢cells in the Paris district).

ela.une exercme¢goo¢self—cntwasm of the. leadetshap of the
rt organisation, to. which he belongs.. | He declared
t for a long time they kept themselves isolated as a sect.

Il‘ont

¥ several hundreds o young wdrking men and women
at which Marcel Cachin delivered an important dress to the
youth,” was opened on Sunday morning in the To Hau of the
Communist municipality of Ivry in mpg’g o;,ﬁ"ml

Two resolutions emphasised. the; Wilk Of the ,Goxjgrass {0 take

Lebas, who was engaged in organising the young: trade unionists,
peinted out the great weakness of the Communist youth: they
had not recognised the necessity of preparing and erganising the
daily struggles of the young workers. On the mation of Cernet,
the Congress, amidst great enthusiasm, announged its intemtion
to build up the organ of the Communist youth, “ Avantgarde," by
creating a network of good workers’ correspondents,

Orgamsatwnal Questions

The: Pm‘ty Cell at the Meat and Cold btomge
Plant of the *‘Anglo” Co.

(C.P. of Argentina)

Even before the establishment of the terrorist dietatorsmp of
Uriburuy, the C.P. of Argentina began to reglise the necessity of re:
organising all Party work with a view to ‘eoncentrating on .the
workers in the main branches of industry, among whom are the
workers of the cold storages and slaughterhouses. The latter are
big capitalist enterprises where 100 to 3,000 workers are concen-
trated, and before the crisis there were over $,000 workers in some
of them, eg., the meat and cold storage plant of the “ Anglo"”
Company.

The big trusts, monopolists of the meat industry and trade,
organised production in such a way as to make the organisation ef
the workers more difficult. A large part of the workers were
foreigniers and form a real mosaic of nationalities (Lithwanans,
Poles, Jews, Ukrainians, Cgechoslovakians, Italians, Spaniards),
originating in the main from the ruined peasants of Central Europe.
But the lower paid workers are recruited from among the leeal
population. The employers gave every encouragement to chauvinist
feelings among the workers, and at the same time, in order to make
organisation among the workers more difficult, they formed their
own private police and spies in addition to the police of the govern-
ment.

‘In spite of al these measures of the employers, the natural
result ‘of the capitalist rationalisation which was carried out on a
wide scale, the ruthless exploitation of the workers, the consistent
cutting of wages, the increasing engagement of temporary workers
and women and the whole system of the increasing explottation
of the workers was the growth of discontent of the workers at the
meat-packing plants.

In order to commence work in these canditions in the cold
storage plants, the CP. of Argentina appointed a comrade of the
Polit Secretariat of the C.C., who in the past had worked in the
cold storage and slaughterhouse industry and who knew the
conditions of the work of this industry. Thus with the help of this
member of the C.C. an initiative group of a cell was organised in
the middle of 1930 in the big cold storage and slaughterhouse firm
a mlo:n

At first this group formulated a programme of direct demands
of the workers. In the process of working out these demands,
several mistakes were made. The comrades at first “ set up ” these
demands themselves. Then it became clear to them that instead
of “thinking out” demands for the workers, it was better to listen
to the workers themselves and help them to formulate correctly
these demands and link them up with the basic slogans of the
Party.

At first the work was difficult, as it was difficult to get into
contact with the workers. But in proportion as contacts were set
up with the most advanced workers, contacts of the cell were
established with the mass of workers in the plant. Not all the
members of the cell at first were drawn into the work. There were
tendencies prevalent that it was impossible to organise the workers
in the meat-packing plants owing to the diversity of their origin
and owing to the private police, etc. But the work convinced the
greater part of these comrades. How did the cell win the confidence
of the.workers? From time to time it published its organ,
“ Awakening,” in which is reflected the life of the workers, their
feelings, cases of exploitation and injustice, related by the workers
themselves. . There was never a coaflict between the workers and
the employers and the management, never an incident, in which the
cell did not take an active part. In many cases it was possible to
compel' the employers to make concessions, and obvdously the
prestige of-the cell increased as a result of this, —-

- When-the terrorist dictatorship of Uribura was established &nd
the hest-aelivists of the Communist Party were arrested at the

R on ool .
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beginning of 1931, the “Angle” cell suffered a setback. It was
necessary to reorganise the work of the cell, bringing in comrades
from other districts and helping unemployed comrades from other
cold ‘storages to get into the Anglo cold storage. In general, with
the growth of the influence and work of the cell, there was also &
growth of the represssion against it. But it was impossible to
destroy this influence and this work. On the contrary, it increased.
For example, on May 1, 1931, the cell was able to organise a militant
demonstration of .the workem, unempjoyed and part-time workers
at the gates of the Anglo meat-packing plant. The propaganda of
the .ppll and its activity had become necessary for the working
masses, so that, when it ceased at times to function under the
blows of reaction, the workers themselves sought it out and pro-
posed to fill up the gaps.

Right in the midst of the terror of the military dictatorship of
Uriburu, she cell steadily developed its mass basis. It set itself the
task of developing trade union sections in every shop of the packing
plant, and of combining the work among the employed workers
with the work among the unemployed and the part-time workers,
particularly in order to combat the constant change of workers,
which was & method of struggle of the emploeyers against the
revolutionary movement in the plant.

At the beginning of 1932, when the power in the country passed
to General Justo, a strike was declared at “ Anglo” against
rationalisation. As it was impossible to hold big mass meetings,
the meetings took place in the shops (groups of 15-20 workers).
Then meetings of delegates of various departments of the plant
were held. At a meeting of 200 delegates elected from 3,000
workers it was unanimously decided to declare a strike. In the
first few days of May, 1932, the workers left the factory, organised
a big meeting, and marched to other cold storage plants. The
independence and initiative of the workers was displayed to a
high degree in this movement. Eight hundred workers, including
Communists, members of the anarchist organisations, socialists,
and non-Party workers took part in the sub-divisions of the general
strike committee. Not only the government and the employers
acted against the strike, but also the reformist and anarchist
leaders, who saw that the revolutionary movement was beginning
to squeeze them out and that the Communists were strengthening
their positions among the masses.

Provocateurs succeeded in discovering and betraying to the
police not only the comrades who were to have acted openly but
also the whole strike committee. After this, there were mass
arrests of activists, the strike committee, and illegal workers, and
severe punishments were inflicted. The movement was thus broken
with the help of the reformist and anarcho-syndicalist leaders.
In spite of the great importance of this strike, the Party leaders
made serious mistakes in it. The chief mistake was that during
the strike, the cell as such, as the leader of the masses, was more
or less in the background. Everything was done in the name of
the trade union and the workers did not hear the voice of the
Party organisation which was leading the trade union and the
movement. Therefore, in particular, in spite of the growth of
the consciousness and activity of the workers in this struggle,
there was hardly any inflow of members into the Party. Also the
worker activists who came forward in the struggle were not organ-
ised around the Party cell.

After this strike the best cadres were forced to leave Avence-
leda. Provocation and repression increased. In addition, every
two months there was an almost complete dismissal of the staff
so as to paralyse in this way the work of the Communists and the
revolutionary trade union organisations.

But, in spite of everything, the workers of the “ Anglo” Cold-
Storage Plant remained faithful to the Communist Party. The
workers themselves began to combat the provocateurs. The
workers began to prepare for a new struggle.

The cell, which had been reorganised, is carrying on propa-
ganda, again publishing “ Awakening,” continuing its work for the
organisation of trade union sections in the difficult conditions of
illegality.

On the basis of the organisation of a Party cell at the
“ Anglo” meat-packing plant and converting of this plant into a

base point for the C Party, the CP. of
able to strengthen fworld allithe othdr’ gt ﬁ’tm
and cold storages in the country.
The strike brought, the Party into contact. with the ',or

of metallurgical and textfle fdcteries, oil workers, and Inf this why
the Party extended its work and basis. The strike at: the
‘“Anglo” plant strengthened the anti-imperialist movement in |
Avenceleda, which enabled the Communist Party to increase its
activity not only among the workers but also among the ames of
the working class

Book Remew

Children Under Capitalism*
By Jack Hardy (New York)

There are 43,000,000 children in the United States who are
under 18 years of age. A great majority of these are the children
of working class parents.

This little pamphlet, prepared by Grace Hutchins of the
Labour Resecarch Association, draws a striking contrast in the lives
of the children of the two classes in capitalist society. On the one
hand there are the capitalist class childten, who drink all the milk
they need, eat plenty of fresh vegetables and other nourishing food,
sleep and play in quiet, airy places, surrounded with every protec-
tion needed to preserve health and prevent accidents, and afforded
all educational facilities. ’

In contrast to this picture, the pamphlet draws another one—
that of the working class boys and girls. They live their lives
surrounded with conditions of insufficiént food, withoyt proper
clothing, in dark, crowded, unhealthy dwellings, and without any of
the health and educational facilities so essential to child well-being.

The pamphlet presents a kaleidoscopic outline of the entire
field of * Children under Capitalism.” 1t pictures the- working
class child at home—denied everything that the normal child so
vitally needs and craves. It presents vital statistics on the gresat
number compelled by conditions to leave school at an early age, as
well as on the miserable occupations they are forced to enter and
the starvation wages they receive.

Bad as are the conditions among the white workers and their
children, those among Negroes are even worse, as is further shown.
For example, while there is an infant death-rate among native
white babies of 93.9 out of every 1,000 born alive, for Negro babies
the rate is 152.3 out of every 1,000. This, as the author ably shows.
is a direct result of the more intense exploitation of the Negro
members of the working class, with the consequential poverty.
undernourishment and inability to withstand the ravages of
disease.

All this, which was true even during the so-called “normal’
times, has been intensified by the present crisis. A graphic picture
is presented of the general increase in child misery.

Paralleling this a contrast is drawn with conditions in the
Soviet Union—where child labour does not exist, where the number
of children in school is constantly increasing and where genersl
concern for children's welfare is a matter of outstanding social
concern. J

The concluding pages of the pamphlet deal with the strug
against child misery. In the face of conditions as they exist in
United States, workers' organisations have to carry on an
ceasing struggle against starvation and other conditions whi
undermine the health and happiness of the working class you
These organisations emphasise the struggle for unemployment
surance as the most important of all immediate demands for
protection of the children of the working class. And while th
struggles are conducted by the adult workers, all of this work m
be related to and linked up with that of the Young Pioneers
America, which organise and lead the struggles of the childre
themselves.

* Chxldren Under Capltahsm by Grace Hutchms Internano
Pamphlets, No. 33. Published by International Pamphlets, Ne
York, N.Y. 5 cents.
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