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The Race 1n Armaments and
Fascisation

Bv R Palme Dutt

A nightmare feeling that the foundations of civilisation are
giving way urrder our feet.” In these words the sober “ Economist ”
expresses its anxiety over the development of the world situation
in the beginning of 1934.

The capitalist crisis, and the failure of all the attempts at
conomic solution within the existing framework, is driving for-
vard the political situation at headlong speed, both within all the
ountries of capitalism, large and small, and in the ever sharper
and more war-like relations between all the countries. The ex-
plosive forces gather at every point more abundantly and power-
It is, in, fact, a single
process that is taking place. The rising war preparations and
formation of new war blocs is accompanied by the drive to emer-
gency regimes and to fascism within each country. *“War abroad
—Despotism at home” becomes the open banner of capitalism
to-day.

The new Armaments Race is the sharpest expression of this
process in the sphere ¢f world politics. The rearmament negotia-
tions. which have lonz dropped even the cover and pretence of
“disarmament,” are now approaching their climax, with the pub-
lication of the French Note to Britain and the German Note to
France. What is at issue in these protracted nmegotiations? There
is no longer any question of “disarmament”; this has loug dropped
out of the picture. There is no longer even any question of Ger-
man rearmament; this is already taking place with the utmost
speed, as if no Versailles Treaty existed: and when the Belgian
Prime Minister, the Comte de Broqueville, called attention to the
impossibility of preventing it, either by a preventive war, which
was out of the question, or by an appeal to the League of Nations,
which would be blocked by the British-Italian support of German
rearming, he was only stating openly the obvious facts and reveal-

(London)

ing the weakening of Lh\e French hold on its former allies. All
that is now in question is the juridical and diplomatic form
within which the new armaments race shall develop: that is, in
in fact, whether the British policy of the united front of Western
imperialism, with the point directed against the Soviet Union,
can be realised; and whether France can still maintain the
remnants of its Versailles system in the new conditions, endeav-
ouring to play up to the Soviet Union in order to maintain its
balance against Germany and Britain, or will need, as increasing
influential forces began to press, to move to co-operation with
Hitler-Germany. .

The British Minister, Eden, recording in the House of Com-
mons on February 14 the results of his tour of Berlin, Rome and
Paris, speaks openly (like Mussolini) of the prospects of “ faflure
of the Disarmament Conference, for Whose possibility of any out-
come he sees only at the best “a glimmer of light,” and eon-
tinues: —

“If the Conference fails, every country no doubt will then
have to proceed o review its armaments, we like every one
else, and we perhaps more immediately and urgently than
others.”

Churchill, ma.pteviousdebateonl"ebrusry'l no less openly
doclarcd —

“In Mr. Baldwin's late Conservative government they thought
it right to say as a rule of guidance that there would be po
major war within ten years in which this country wauld be
engaged. No one could take that principle as a guide to-day.”
The British government has not waited for the formal out-

come of the negotiations or declara of failure to take action.
It has taken action at once and brought in increased estimates
for the army, navy, and air, totalling an lncmse of £5.1 millions.
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And the Chancellor pf the Exchequer, in his speech at Newcastle
on March 22, hinted at still further increases in armaments. in
the near future:— )

*If in the future the Government should declare that in
its opinion it is necessary still further to increase our expen-
diture on defence, I am certain the country will not refuse to
granl us the money.” ’

Alongside the increase in armaments expenditure of all
countries goes the formation of new war blocs. The Rome Pact of
Italy, Austria and Hungary; the Balkan Pact, excluding Bulgaria;
and the German-Polish Pact, intended to draw Poland away
from France and at the same time with a point directed against
the Soviet Union are all examples of this process. The French
Versailles system, previously dominant over - Europe. visibly
weakens; Belgium and Poland begin to move towards a separate
line; the Little Entente begins to doubt :the efficiency of French
protection. On the one hand, Germany extends its campaign
through its chain of satellite Nazi movements in all its neighbour-

On the other hand, Italy builds its bloc in South-
Eastern Europe. All three forces are mutually hostile.  While
Italy and France co-operate against Germany over: the *inde-
pendence " of Austria and the prevention of the Anschluss, Italy
and Germany co-operate against France over armaments and
the revision of the Treaties and of the League. This situation,
with its replacement of the previous definite domination and pre-
ponderance on one side by an unstable balancing of more nearly
equal or potentially equal forces, means a very great increase in
the factors of the European situation making for a new war out-
break.

But the European situation needs to be taken in conjunction
with the extra-European situation: on the one hand, the Japanesc
expansion and strategic preparations in the now proclaimed
“ Empire " of Manchukuo; on the other hand, the American turn-
ing, as the internal recovery programme more and more visibly
fails, inicreasingly«to questions of world DOX','IC_V‘ for the solution
(Child Mission to Europe; new emergency taritffs and imports re-
gulation powers for the President; increasing stress of the
“recovery " ‘programme on war preparations).

Driving forward this intensification of imperialist antagon-
isms and of the political situatioh is the failure of all the
attempted programmes of economic solution of the crisis. All
the governments, from Roosevelt to Hitler, from the national
government in Britain to the government of national concentra-
tion in France, are faced with this same failure before the eco-
nomic crisis. In the United Stateés there are reported eleven
million unemployed after one year of Roosevelt and the promises
of recovery in six months: in Britain, two and a half millions; in
. Germany, even according to the official figures, three and a half
millions. The civil works progzramme comes to an end in the
United States in the Spring, throwing- four millions back into
unemployment. with no prospect of new employment. In Britain,
where there has been widest talk of “improvement,” an investiga-
tion.of the *“Economist ” (17-2-34) comes to the conclusion that:—

“One comes away from the North with the impression
that there is little justification in the long run for the cheer-
fulness which is spreading over the country. The great export,

industries have been wrecked.” .

The attempts to find. employment for the unemployed in-
creasingly give place in all countries to the policies of *con-
centration camps” (not only in Central Europe~ but also in the
United States and Britain, and openly spoken of so by the British
- Home Secretary, Gilmour), so-called “training centres” (but no
training for industry, in practice physi¢al and military trairing),
and slave-work under semi-military conditions without wages or
for a minute relief—all bearing significance as direct preparation
for war. ‘

It is in this situation of increasing economic difficulty and
suffering and mass discontent within each country, and of the
increasing drive of capitalist policy to aggressive measures and
war preparations in the external sphere as the only solution, that
the drive to fascism develops as the necessary complement of the
drive to war. The developments of Austria, France and Spain
have brought this process sharply to the front in the earlg months
of 1934. But this process now develops with increasing tempo,
not only in Central Europe, but in the Western countries, in
Britain, France and the United States. In France the transition
to the Doumergue-Tardieu government of intensified dictatorship
alongside the rapidly rising fascist forces marks the new stage
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which' was ope:ned by the February days. In Britain fascism . s
directly taken up by the mammoth Rothermere press; the
national government, which itself publicly claims to be fulfilling
the essential tasks of fascism in Britain, declares that it sees np
reason to interfere with the “ private armies” of fascism (answe
of February 27 to an interpellation in the House of Lords); whis
the 1 ing Conservative journal, the “ Observer” (11-2-34) write
of the changes inevitably developing in France and Britain:—

* With Hitlerism across the Rhine and fascism across the

Lower Alps it seems almost impossible that the tradition

methods of French parliamentary democracy can be mair

tained for long. The change, we think, is bound to be on the
side of authority and discipline. . . . We in this country ar

pretty certain to experience equal effects in a somewhat di.

ferent way. Each of these countries will have to experienc

a new awakening of patriotism.” '

In the United States one of the leading members of Roose
velt's Cabinet, the Secretary of Agriculture Wallace, writes in hi
recent pamphlet *“ America Must Choose ”:—

“The new types of social control that we have now ir
operation are here to stay, and to grow on a world or nationa

scale. . . .

*“As yet we have applied in this country only the barest

beginnings of the sort of social discipline which a completely !

determined nationalism requires. .
make sacrifices to a known end.”
‘“Social discipline.” * Authority and discipline.”

.. We must be ready two

This is now

the language of the governing circles of the bourgeoisie, not only i

in Central Europe, but in * free " Britain and America.

7 At the same time the united front of the working class is |
advancing against the fascist offensive ahd war offensive of the i
ruling class. The rising in Austria and the French general strike |
have shown that, the lesson of Germany is beginning to be learned, !

that ‘he moventent of the working class to active struggle is rising
in spite of the fetters of the social-democratic leadership. The
growing strike movement in the United States, and the response
to the Hunger March and to the United Front Congress of Action
in Britain with over fourteen hundred delegates, show also tlic
development of the movement. While the race of the capitalist
governments goes forward in the hastening of war preparations
and of -fascisation, at the same time against this goes forward the

race of the militant working class to build up the mass united |
This is in truth a race '

front of struggle to defeat the offensive.
against time. Capitalisin, by the aid of social democracy, has
won heavy advances, in Germany, in Austria, and in Western
Europe and America. Bt the wave of working-class resistance
is rising.  On the relative tempo of development of these opposing
movements depends the outcome of the world situation 4n the

‘critical months ahead.

Politics
Foreign Policy and Cotton Antagonisms

9 By E. Woolley (London)
Among the imperialist powers the rivalry of British and

N E—— — SO S —

American imperialism is the greatest and in this connection Japan |

as an ally to Britain, is of special importance. There is a long-
su}nding Anglo-Japanese friendship based on this nced. Not only
has the Anglo-American rivalry increased, making Britain's need
for Japanese support more essential, but Britain also has need for
Japan in their joint plans against the Soviet Union.

The bargaining point in the cotton negotiations between the
two cotton industries are based on this foreign policy.

* The Colonial Office might help, but it is questionable whether '

the Foreign Office would view favourably any action which the
Colonial Office might take to negotiating a raising of tariffs against
Japan,” stated the “ Manchester Guardian Commercial” on
January 27, 1934; in discussing action within the Empire against
Japan.

“If objection by the Foreign Office is a stumbling block to
such negotiations,” stated the same paper, “ then it is the duty
of the government to make the position clear.”

While British imperialism desires to maintain her alliance
with Japan, Lancashire textile capitalism is in a state of revolt
against Japan and has for months led a wide campaign for the
government to take action against Japan. Petitions have been
signed, -mass demonstrations organised, and Lancashire members
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of parliament organised into a “ G.nger Group.” It was in this
atmosphere that the textile delegations of the two countries met
at the Board of Trade Offices.

From the commencement there was a deadlock. though the
President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Runciman, at the first meet-
ing spoke kindly words to both sides and regretled that 1t had not
pbeen possible o provide a round table.

The deadldck started and ended the negouations on the ques-
tion of which markets were to be shared. The British wanted to
share the world. Japan refused to discuss world markets, but
stated they only came on the understanding that it was markets
inside the British Empire that were to be discussed. Five meet-
ings were held on this issue, but on -March 14 the negotiations
broke down.

The crux of the issue can be found in the following extract
from t.ho Memorandum of the British Delegation on March 7:—

* Up to 1929, in round rigures, world export trade amounted

‘to 8,000,000,000 square yards per annum. Since 1929 it has

declined to 5,000,000000 square yards. Japan is the only

country whose trade has increased. .

“ It was, therefore, most clearly emphasised in the British
statements, both orally and in writing, that the British pro-
posals contained arrapgements specifically devised for the pur-
pose of providing an opportunity for the Japanese to increase
their trade as and when an increase occurred in world trade
or in United Kingdom exports over figures to be agreed upon.”
The breakdown in negotiations was followed by renewed out-

bursts from Lancashire against Japan. Eight Tory M.P.s spoke at
demonstrations in the Imperial Ballroom, Nelson, and the Albert.
Hall, Colne, the centre of the weaving industry, on March 9.

“The fellow spirit which was prophesied thirty or forty
years ago,” stated their main speaker, " with regard to war
between the East and West, has now come upon us in its most
Insidious form . . . and unless the Government takes imme-
diate action, within five years there will be no cotton mills
standing in Lancashire.”

But the leading paper of British imperialism remains quite
calm and sober and explained that “ the breakdown of the Anglo-
Japanese cotton talks was certainly not unexpected, nor need it be
taken too tragically.”

“Meanwhile Lancashire would do well to realise that
Japanese competition, though it is undoubtedly a very serious
matter, is not the only source of its distress. . . . These nego-
tiations should be viewed in their proper perspective. . . .

“And now that the discussions are definitely at an end,
the leaders of the indusiry will do well to concentrate upon the
urgent task of reorganisation which has been outstanding for
50 many years. Above alli they should realise the futility of
urging the government to adopt an entirely impracticable * big
stick ' policy, which might in the end prove most damaging to
Britain. . . ."

Finance capital again decides to maimntain friendly relations
with Japan angd carry forward its foreign policy of war against the
Soviet Union, at the same time explaining to textile capitalism
that in place of expecting war against Japan, they should have
more sense and rob the workers further through reorganisation.

The dominant textile capitalists, influenced by the Bank of
England, have never given up this point of view, and everything
points to further savage attacks on the Lancashire textile workers,
in the greater economic war that is forced to develop between the
textile capitalists in Japan and Lancashire.

The stage has been well prepared for this attack by t.he ever-
faithful servants of finance capital, the trade union and labour
leaders.

The Growth of Fascism in Greece
By K. G. (Athens)

The systematic fascisation of Greece began with the taking
over of.the government by Venizelos in the year 1928. He paved
the way for open fascism and did all he could in order to shift the
main burden of the crisis on to the ‘toiling masses by means of
ruthless wage cuts. monstrous taxation and brutal enforcement
of the tax decrees.

Venizelos endeavoured at the same time to crush the political
forces of the toilers. He issued the ‘“anti-Communist law.,” which
forced the C.P. of Greece almost into illegality, threw thousands of
workers into prison or sent them into exile. The International

Labour Defence was prolubited just as was the Unitary Trade
Union Federation, the large tobacco workers' tradé unton and
many other revolutionary workers' organisations. But neither the
workers nur the civil servants were intimidated by these measures.

Last yenr Venizelos gave place to his worthy supcessor
Tsaldaris, who was called upon to accelerate the establishment of
open fascism.

The two bourgeoss ‘blocs are proeeeding- along separatc lines.
The camp of Venizelos attempted a putsch already on March 6,
1933 The present government party has similar designs, for which
purpose it is effecting changes in the officers’ corps and gathering
its adherents round the War Minister General Kondylis. Another
group is aiming at power gathered round General Metaras.

Apart from these strivings of the hpurgeéois parties and: mups
in the last quarter there arose the { of the so-called " Third
Situation,” a movement which is dlrecthi against all o:hun(
bourgeois parties and is intended to become a\pmly fascist
movement on Hitler's lines. The sponsors of this idea
bankers, Ministers and higher officers. A large sum has:
been placed at the disposal of this.” third situation,” and
newspaper “ Hestia,” which maintains good relations
British Embassy, has taken over the ideological
preparation. _

All the groups which advocate fascism need fighting troops for
the realisation of their aims. Four fascist fighting bands hsvc X
arisen in Greece In the course of the last six years.

The fascist organisation ~Iron Peace” was formed by m
followers of General Pangalos after the overthrow of his military.
fascist dictatorship. This organisation played 'a certain role only
in Athenj and Pireeus. It could not become a mass organisation;
during strikes its members acted as strike-breakers. )

The 'followers of the exiled King George IT intended some
yvears ago to set up a monarchist-fascist movement with Prince
Ypsilantis at the head. But their attempts failed.

The “ Yellow Shirts,” a fascist organisation which i{s known
only in Athens, attempted to come i{nto contact with the prole-
tariat, but encountered fierce resistance. Yannaros, the chief
editor of the monarchist paper “ Esperini,” was Its founder.

Ex-Minister Mercuris has founded a national-socialist labour
party, but in spite of Hitler's agents in Athens they were unable to
gain many followers and the organisation did not even venture
to run candidates at the last parliamentary €lections.

Some years ago the Natienal Union of Greece E.E .E. was founded
in Salonica. This organisation, which found adherents in some
towns of Macedonia and later also in Athens, is based on the model
of the German " Stahlhelm.” The members are trained by reserve
otficers and non-commissioned officers. The E.EE. also attempted
w0 establish a foouing among the workers and the masses of im-
poverished refugees. The members of the E.EE. in Salonica and
Athens organised numerous attacks on workers which resulted in

ié'z
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‘many killed and wounded. One of their vilest acts was the pogrom

in Salonica in 1831, in which the Jewish colony was burnt and
many working Jews were killed and wounded.

The EEE. gradually won the tonfidence of the capitalists.
The Venizelos group then generously financed the E.E.E, had them
trained by officers and supplied them with arms, so that to-day
they are regarded as a fighting troop of a broad fascist movement
and are employed as such. The differences between the govern-
ment and the Opposition led to the splitting of the E.EE.
tions in Athens and Salonica into Venizelists and Tsaldarists. At
the BSalonica congress the fascist band was converted into a
“party " «with a programme similar to that of the Hitler party)
which did not need to.take seriously the prohibition of its organisa-
tion in Salonica, for it was able (o take part unhindered in the
municipal elections and received 700 votes.

The reason why the decisive capitalist circles do not yet make
use of the E.E.E. fascists as the core of a broad mass movement
lies in the degree of their inner disintegration and the level of
their cadres and, the hatred which the workmz masses display
towards this band of murderers.

Greek capitalism is more and more aiming at bridging the
differences in its own camp with the aid of fascism and completely
subjugating the masses of the working population by means of
terror.

In view of this danger it is necessary to mobilise the masses in
the whole country under the leadership of the Communist Party in

order to resist the threatening fascist attack.
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Rescue Ernst Thaelmann From the Fascist

.

Bloodhounds !

By Wilhelm Pieck (Berlin)

A new wave of terror has set in in Germany. 'The fascist
dictatorship is preparing a fresh general attack against the work-
ing class. Robbery of unemployment benefit and relief, labour
sefVvice camps, compulsory labour, cutting down of social insur-
ance, wage reductions, abolition of collective agreements—in a
word, the-carrying out of the enslavement law which the fascists
.describe as a labour law, that is the next task of the fascist dic-
tatorship. The fascists are prolonging those emergency decrees
passed by the Bruening government, against which they at one
time inveighed with such unbounded demagogy. A new law has
been decreed which enormously worsens the position of the
tenants and at the same time increases the .power of the land-
lords. The new entail farm law is being carried out; the dairy
industry is being * regulated ” at the cost of the ruin of the work-
ing peasants. A new friwd is being. commenced with the so-
called “provision of work,” which 'in reality means not a provi-
sion of work but a provision of profits for the capitalists and an
increase in the production of armaments. A campaign of lying
and deceit has been commenced in order to carry out the new
labour law on the 1st of May with the least possible resistance on
the part of the broad proletarian masses. Hitler announces a
new “labour battle.” This new labour battJe will, of course, be a
battle against the workers and the unemployed. The Nazi press
hacks maintain thit in January of this year production was 26
per cent. higher in value than 1933. But at the same time they
have to admit that the trade turnover has declined. They assert
that work and bread has been provided for 2.7 million unemployed,
but are compelled at the same time to admit that there has been
no increase in the consumption of food. The deficit in the;foreign
trade balance, which in January amounted to 22 million marks,
had increased by February to 35 milllon marks. The stock of
gold of the Reichs Bank is dwindling more and more. The gold,
cover of the paper mark to-day is 8.3 per cent. It is an impudent
lie when the Nazi authorities assert that in February it had re-
duced the number of unemployed by 400,000. They are compelled

. to admit at the same time that the consumption of coal, one of
the most important indicators of industrial production, was less in
February. Their “reform” of economy constitutes nothing else but a
further strengthening of the position of monopoly, capital, a better
organisation of the employers, an adaptation of dustry to war
production, increased dumping on the foreign market. The Nazis
have concluded an Eastern Locarno with Poland, in which they
agree to recognise the frontiers laid down by the Versailles Treaty
for a further ten years. This has been done simply and solely
in order to gain time to arm and tosprepare the anti-Soviet bloc.
The Hitler government héas likewise given way to Mussolini on
the Austrian question.- Everywhere the fascists are spinning their
intrigues, and at the same time furiously arming and converting
the whole of Germany into a vast barracks.

Proletarian resistance, however, is growing. As the fascists
are exceedingly afraid of the working class. as an economic cata-
strophe is threatening, and the war disaster becoming more and
more imminent, they are intensifving the white terrcr, continu-
ing their torturc of staunch proletarian fighters, and * providing’
work” for the jailers and executioners. They are seeking to
conceal this new wave of terror from public opinion abroad by
issuing lying reports. Thus Herr Diehls, the one-time “ democrat.”
present head of the secret police and Wssistant of the insane and
bloodthirsty Goering, recently declared to foreign journalists, that
at the present time there are only 6,000 political prisoners in the
German concentration camps. On the next da§, however, Goer-
ing declared that the number of persons kept in preventive arrest
in the concentration camps is only 2,700. The fascist leaders no
longer consider it worth while taking the trouble to lie in such a

.

way as not to contradict each other. Goering's new decree, which l
depriveg the various local organs of the 'right, to carry out pre-
ventive | arrests and vests this right solely in the central
authority, is partly due to the fact that there are some so-called
“radical ¥ elements who still have the illusion that they can do
something against the capitalist directprs. At the same time this .
new centralisation renders it possible to keep a stricter control |
over all political prisoners. d !

The Leipzig trial, at which| the Nazis suffered an open defeat,
is now to be followed by a new trial in which the most cunning
methods are to be employed. Goering was unable to carry out
his bloodthirsty designs against Dimitrov owing to the unanimous
protest of all anti-fascist elements in the world. as the murder of
the proletarian champion John Scheer and the three other com-
rades have not sufficed to sate his bloodlust, the next “object”
of his perverse sadism is to be our comrade and leader, Ernst
Thaelmann.

The news we have received in the last few days regarding the
mishandling of Comrade Thaelmann will arouse every proletarian
fighter to flerce anger. The Secret police bands arranged a so-
called- confrontation of Thaelmann with the traitor and provo-
cateur Kattner in order by this means to extort some statement
or other from Thaelmann. AS, however, Comrade Thaelmann
replied to this vile manceuvre by refusing to make any statement,
he was mishandled in the most brutal manner by the sadistic
storm troopers. This torture took place twice. He is now con-
fined in one of the condemned cells chained hand and foot. One
can understand, therefore, why the wife of Comrade Thaelmann
has now been refused the regular visits. This is also the reason
why the French workers' delegation, which wished to interview
Comrade Thaelmann has not been allowed to see him, and also
why the demand by foreign jurists and doctors to see Thaelmann
has been rejected. It would place the “humanity ” of the fascist
government of murderers in the proper light if delegations from
abroad were permitted to see the brutally beaten and tortured
proletarian leader.

The worker Ernst Thaelmann is the symbol of proletarian
resistance in Germany. Ernst Thaelmann, the revolutionary, is
the symbol of the anti-fascist fight in Germany. The workers’
leader .Ernst Thaelmann is the symbol of the fight against the
kindling of a new imperialist war. The Communist Ernst Thael-
mann is the symbol of the German proletariat, which, under the
fascist terror, is continuing to fight for Communism, for the over-
throw of fascism and the setting up of the proletarian dictator-
ship. 'Ernst Thaelmann is the symbol of the resistance of the
masgses and the fight of the masses against cultural barbarism and
every kind of racial hatred, against all nationalist incitement.

.Therefore, every blow against Thaelmann is a blow against }
the Gerinan working class. Every 'blow against Ernst Thaelmann
is a blow against the whole international proletariat in general.

Thé mass protest must be increased to such an extent that—
as in the case of Dimitrov—this victim, too, shall be wrested from
the hands of the hangman Goering. A storm of indignation

_must be aroused in the whole worid. Energetic protest resolu-

tions must be adopted against this provocation of the working
class; g hail of protest telegrams from all anti-fascists must help
to stay the hand of the hangman Goering. The danger is great.
Thaelmann must not be “shot while attempting to escape,” as
happened recently in the case of John Scheer and three other
proletarian fighters. 2

We therefore call upon the whole proletarian and anti-fascist «
world public to do everything in order to save our Comrade Ernst
Thaelmann from the fascist bloodhounds.
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The Secret State Police Report on the Illegal
Activity of the C.P. of Germany

A “ ptece of good fortune” has placed us in possession
of a not only interesting, but also politically important
brochure on the work of the C.P. of Germany. The
brochure is a secret report issued by the head of the Secret
State Police Office, Berlin, for the information of the
various government offices and police authorities, entitled :
" The Position of the Communist and Marrist Movement.”

After the conclusion of the first wave of fascist terror in the
Spring of 1933, Hitler, Goering, and Goebbels declared that Marx-
ism had been * finally crushed ” and “the Communist Party exter-
minated " in Germany. Hundreds of thousands of proletarian
class fighters were Incarcerated in the concentration camps, S.A.
barracks and in the prisons. Thousands of the best proletarian revo-
lutionaries were murdered. Nevertheless, the proletarian emancipa-
tion movement, headed by the C.P. of Germany, which had been
declared dead, came forward with increasing boldness against the
fascist dictatorship. Therefore at the end of Summer, 1933, the
hangman Goering caused a brutal draconic law to be passed,
under which any Communist activity was punishable with death,
in order, as Goering declared, “ finally to put an end to Commun-
ism.” But even this campaign of terror—the number of * legal "
death sentences amounted to over sixty—was unable to weaken
the activity of the illegal C.P.G. The report of the Secret State
Police now published on the Communist movement at the begin-
ning of 1934 records that the illegal activity of the C.P.G. is con-
stantly increasing. The State Police thereby admit the bank-
ruptcy and futility of the fascist policy of terror in face of the
proletarian ‘movement for freedom, and furnishes fresh confirma-
tion of the experience provided by history, that the decline of an
obsolete society which is beginning to decay and the rise of the
revolutionary class cannot be prevented even by the most bloody
measures of oppression.

The C.P. of Germany is the only anti-fascist Party!

The report of the Secret State Police is a political document
of the greatest significance. Coming from the camp of the class
enemy, it provides plain and clear proof that the C.P. of Ger-
many is the only anti-fascist Party. The report gives a survey
of the whole Marxist movement (as understood by the fascists),
le, of the development of the C.P. of Germany, of the social-

democratic party, and- such small groups as the socialist labour

party, and the C.P. opposition. The space devoted in the whole
report to these various parties and groups is characteristic. Of
the 43 pages of the report, 38 deal with the illegal work of the
CP.G. two with the social-democratic party and the sectarian
groups, and three with the relations between the C.P. of Germany
and the socialist labour party. The conclusions contained in the
report speak an even plainer language:—

“From the reports of the various police headquarters it
is to be seen that the social-democratic party of Germany and
1ts auxiliary org'mmuuom have, as a whole, refrained from
any further activity.” (Page 22 of the report.)

This, of course. does not in any way mean that the social-
democratic party no longer plays a political role in Germany. On
the contrary, this remark is only to be understood as meaning
that the social-democratic party is no longer carrying on any

aclvity against the fascist dictatorship, but in actual fact is sup-
porting the Hitler government. (See Paul Loebe's declaration:
"One must give due credit to Hitler for what he has done.”)

Increase in the Illegal Work of the C.P.G.

The report of the State Secret Police begins with an interest-
ing statement:—

“Even if the Secret State Police have in the last few
months intentionally refrained from publishing reports in the
daily press on actions against Communism, the reports which
have come jn from the State Police give no occasion for too
opumistic views as to there having been a considerable
diminution or even complete cessation of the illegal activity of
the Communists. Apart from the reports, which are generally
satisfactory, from the State Police in Trier. Schneidemueh!,

Liegnitz. Koenigsberg. Sigmaringen, Steftin, Frankfurt-on-Oder.
Koslin, Elbing, Potsdam and Kassel, there are signs which indi-
cate that in certain parts of (‘-ermam{ln the thickly populated
and industrial districts, a rising carve of Communist activity

is to be observed of late.” «PngeSo{ e report.)

Page 3 also contains a supplementary tement that:—
“Berlin, West Germany, as wel] as Silesia, is stmply

flooded with agitational literature f1 ‘abroad.” (Pnge 8 of -

the report.)

It is precisely this connection of the 11100!1 work in Germany
with the international solidarity action thit ‘causes special anhoy-
ance to the fascist dictatorship. Thus the report states fegard-
ing the international campaign for the rescue of Dimitrov, Torgler,
Popov, and Tanev:—

“In order to have some idea of what effect the ortsnhcd
incitement against the State authorities has, we would point
out that the Reichstag Fire Commission and also the Supreme
Public Prosecutor received over 1,000 protests, resolutions,
remonstrances, etc., either type-written or hand-written, or
on previously printed forms or as telegrams. These written
protests are signed by single or several persons, often on be-
half of organisations numbering as many as 40,000 members. -
In addition, there are resolutions with hundreds of written
signatures. There are no exact figures in regard to the pro-
tests received by the Ministry for the Interior, but, according
W the statement by the official dealing with this material,
dozens of protests have been received every day.

“From this it is to be clearly seen what enormous resist-
ance the national government has to reckon with abroad. One
cannot estimate to what extent the press has participated in
the incitement against Germany in oonnection with the
Reichstag fire.” (Page 20 of the report.)

Under the influence of Communist slogans and organised
leadership by the illegal C.P.G., the mass pressure is frequently
strong enough to compel the fascist hangmen to retreat. The
report, after enumerating the reasons against big dismissals from
the concentration camps, states:—

* Nevertheless, there is no denying the fact that the large-
scale release of people under preventive arrest has, in general,
helped to pacify certain circles of the population.” (Page
4 of the report.)

Thus we see that the unresi among ‘‘ certain circlés of the
population " has compelled the authorities to release a consider-
able number of people from preventive arrest. The following
passage from the report shows that the men behind the fascist
dictatorship realise their weakness in regard to combating the
Communist movement : —

“ Communist propaganda finds a favourable soil owing tor
the fact that the present wages, namely, of unemployed omn
relief work, are very little higher than the rates of unemploy-
ment benefit—a circymstance that is made use of for the pur-
pose of political agitation. Discontent is also aroused by the
fact that the pensions of war cripples and invalids and of war
widows are being reduced still further, although before the
national socialists came into power promises were made ih
the press and at election meetings that pensions would be
increased after the national government came into power.
Another cause for the bad feeling is the inefficiency of the
lower leaders, especially in the Labour Front and the NSBO.
in the facfories.” (Page 3 of the report.)

The lllegal Agitation of the C.P.G. Displays Skill and
Extraordinary Boldness

This is the result which the report of the Secret Police arrives
at in enumerating the methods of producing illegal literature,
introducing it from abroad and distribu it in Germany. A
considerable part of the Agitprop ma is produced abroad.
Aceording to the report of the State ce, it 18 introduced into
the country by foreign seamen and railway workers, by travellers
and special couriers, is hidden in goods and passengers’ waggons;
in fact, it is made to cross the frontier with the aid of cusrrents of
air and water, being attached to children’s balloons or placed ‘n
sealed bottles and thrown into rivefs. A number of writings, the
State Secret Police report, are camouflaged as prospectusis$ for
wireless sets, advertisements for winter sports in the Harz moun-
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tains, books’ for the German youth, a register of- health-giving
herbs, Momsen's History of Ancient Rome, in order to facilitate
their introduction and distribution. The distribution of Com-
munist material is carriedout entirely by leaving it lying in rail-
way carriages, surreptitiously dropping it into private letter-boxes,
depositing it in the entrances of blocks of flats and sending it
through the post. The courage of the Communist agitators makes
an impression even on these murderous beasts:— .

“The methods of surreptitiously dropping literature into
private letter-boxes, depositing it in the entrance halls of
blocks of flats and sending it through the post is not new,
but it requires a certain courage to distribute it openly to
pedestrians in the busy streets, to throw it into passing
vehicles, as was done in Frankfort on Main and Altona.”
(Pages /839 of the report.)

A passage in the report dealing with one method of distribu-
tion—probably inexpedient generally—indicates the extent to
which illegal Communist Agitprop material is distributed : —

“One method of distributing Communist literature,
leaflets, bills, and for which purpose post office fetter-boxes
are used, is employed to a large extent, at any rate in Berlin.
The various post offices have sent whole packets of Allegal
literature which has been found on clearing the letter-boxes
The material which has come into the hands of the ‘authori-
ties in this way is so extensive that it is impossible to enumer-
ate.it in detail. It is not clear, however, whether this represents
an dattempt by this means to demoralise the post office officials,
or whether the perpetrators simply wished to get rid of the
material. This latter assumption seems the less likely, as the
material is too-valuable (from the Communist point of view)
and also too extensive. . . . The fact that the post offices in
all parts of the town have been the recipients of such material
also speaks against this assumption.”

The C.P. of Germany is Organising the Fight of the Proletarian
and Toiling Masses

Although the greater part of the report of the State Police is
devoted to descnbmg the methods of Communjgt agitation, the
police methods are concentrated chiefly on persecuting the illegal
cadres of the organisation and keeping constant watch on the
illega] Communist work in the factories and trade unions and on
the work for the setting up of the united front of the prolétariat.
The State Police record that the Red Trade Union Opposition:—

“ Has displayed somewhat livelier activity of late. It must
have large sums at its disposal, as it is able t¢ publish printed
newspapers.” (Page 21.)

The various police authorities are instructed to keep the pro-
letarian united front movement and the‘factories under special
" observation:— -,

“It seems, however, to be urgéhtly necessary to observe
everything connected with the united front movement.” (Page
10 of the report.)

“ Big undertakings, such as the I.G. Farben, Leuna-Werk,
AEG. Siemens and Halske are kept under special observa-
tion by the appropriate police authorities, but it must be the
task of every police station to be informed of the illegal work
being carried on in the important enterprises.” (Page 22.)

At the conclusion of these instructions it is mentioned that
attempts are being made with all available means to found inde-
pendent trade union movements,, especially in the building
industry. (Page 22.) : ' .

Conclusions
~ The report of the State Secret Police proves that the C.P.G.
as the only anti-fascist Party, is opposing the fascist government
of murder and starvation and organising the mass struggle for
work, bread, and freedom. Thg report-completely refutes those

calumnies which are systematically circulated by the social-demo-

cratic party and their *“Left " appendages (C.P. opposition, social-
ist labour party, Trotskyists, etc.) that the “ C.P. is incapable of
carrying on illegal work.” On the other hand, the report con-
firms the historical experience of all revolutionary movements
that the illegal revolutionaries, supported by the heroism, the
‘intellectual superiority, and skill of the revolutionary class, gre
incomparably superior to the police terror, and thereby proves the
‘actual weakness of the fascist dictatorship.

" heroic fighters of the uprising. The executionejs.

‘Austria

Was It Right to Take Up Arms?

By Bela Kun

The fascist bands, the soldiery, the police, are raging in
Vienna, and all over Austrin. Savage Terror is throttling the
under the com-
mands of Dollfuss-Starhemberg, await the orders of the blood-
stained courts of justice: to the gallows. The organisations of the
overwhelming majority of the Austrian working class, the Free
Trade Unions, which the workers had thought to build up as or-
ganisations of the class struggle during decades of self-sacrificing
and wearying struggle, but whose leaders sold them out at the
decisive: moment, are now a heap of ruins. Thé tariff agreements
have been cancelled. The proudest pillar of the Second Inter-
national, Austrian social democracy, the party of “ Austro-Marx-
ism,” has likewise been dissolved.

The Austrian workers continue the fight. They have no de-
féatist mood. . They are not the prey of despair. The government
of the National Front endeavours in vain to entice the workers to
deliver up their arms. Such weapons as it may confiscate from
the great reserves of arms of the Republican Guard, with the aid
of esploimge and bribery, it may give to the cowardly marauders of

“the battlefield, the Heimwehr bands, and the Dollfuss guard, known

under the name of the Austrian Defence Corps. But the Austrian
workers. have not the least intention of delivering up to the class
enemy their rifles, their machine-pistols, machine-guns, hand
grenades, and storming knives, which have proved faithful friends
and reliable aids-in the uprising. The govemment extended the
term within which arms were to be delivered up till 2§th February.
But it has only received such of the workers' arms as it has been
able to steal.

. Those who are determmed Yo keep their weapons, those who
carefully preserve their rifles in their hiding places, will not ask
the question:— ’

Was it right to take up arms?

But/ those who thought that the Austrian workers should lay
aside theu' arms and look on passively while- Austro-Fascism
erected [stage by stage the unrestricted dictatorship of the bour-
geoisie, those who considered that the workers should regard their
machine-pistols merely as devices for firing blank cartridge with
the idea of frightening the bourgeoisie, will naturally raise Lhe
question :—

Was it right to take up arms?

And there are many who waver. Even among the workers
there were some who wavered before the uprising. Some thought
that the armed insurrection is altogether impossible, that arms
should mot be resorted to at all. And there were others who
thought, in the midst of the uprising, that the social democratic
leaders had been right in declaring that the moment had not yet
come for taking up arms. And now, too, there are still some who
waver, wifo think—it is their well-meaning opinion—that it was a
mistake to resort to arms at precisely this juncture, that this armed
uprising was condemned from the very beginning to failure, as a
result of the objective situation, the relations of class forces in
Austria and the international situation.

Was it right to take up arms?

We Communists are in duty bound to reply to this question
clearly and unequivocally. This is our duty because in the interests
of the future struggle we must subject our tactics to constant and
thorough examination, especially after each successive stage of the
struggle.. It is our duty to relieve the waverers of their doubts.
that they may become bold fighters. determined champions in the
revolutionary struggle for the emancipation of the working class,
that they may be convinced of the correctness of our principles
and tactics. It is our duty to answer this question. and to refute
therewith the lies spread by the agents of the class enemy in the
working class, to expose the lies carrying defeatism into the ranks
of the working class, and to oppose our truth to these lies.

Three Opinions—One Meaning
The parties of the Second International have already replied
to the question. Their replies may be classified roughlv under three
headings. | .
The argan of the English Labour Party, the “ Daily Herald,”

Ay
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published the following estimate of the armed insurrection of the
Austrian workers.—

"The bloodshed and devastauon in Vienna cannot but
arouse a feeling of horror among all the sensible and peace-
loving human beings of Europe. It is frightful to withess the
conunuauon of thus fratricidal struggle. The government was
walting for an opportunity to attack -the trade unions and the
socialist orgamisations, and the socialist defence brought about
this frightful situation, which must arouse the public opinion
of Europe W vigorous protest.”

This 1s a clear answer to the quéstion put,, The bloodshed and
devastation in Vienna, whether caused by counter-revolution or by
the insurgents, cannot be regarded otherwise than with horror.
The organ of the English Labour Party cannot be reproached with
representing a working-class viewpoint. The workers of Vienna,
firlng in a just fight on the mercenaries of the counter-revolution-
ary bourgeoisie, are fratricides, the armed insurrection brought
about the frightful situation which fascist aggression had prepared
by its bloody regime in Austria! Hence it is wrong to resort to arms
i Austria, not only now, but at any time. Thus the “Daily
Herald.”

The organ of Polish socxal democracy (P.P.S.), the “ Robotnik,”
resorts to historical philosophy. It draws parallels between the
Paris Commune and the uprising in Vienna. It writes:—

*“ Vienna, like Paris, was almost cut off from the rest of the
country, and aroused no widespread echo. Whilst the
French petty-bourgeoisie supported the Commune to a great
extent, the petty bourgeoxsxe of Vienna stood on the side of Fey
or Hitler.

The “ Robotnik ” gives no definite answer to the question of
whether it was right to take up arms. But it gives an indirect
answer. The “Robotnik " ‘would like to make us forget that the
uprising in Paris in 1871 was confined only to Paris The February
uprising in Austria did not begin in Vienna, but in Linz, and broke
out simultaneously in Vienna and in almost all the political centres
of the country (Gras, Linz, Innsbruck),
dustrial centres. Vienna was not cut off from the rest of the
country. In the provinces the uprising was as energetic as in
Vienna itself (Bruck-on-Mur, Steyr, Taunitz, etc.). The comparison
with regard to the petty bourgeoisie is equally misleading. During
the Paris Commune one section of the French petty bourgeoisie
supported Thiers, the head of the counter-revolution, and the Ver-
sailles troops, just as much as ome section of the Viennese petty
bourgeoisie supported the Heimwehr. Those sections of the petty
bourgeoisie who favoured Hitler stood aside from the struggle..
Among those strata of the petty bourgeoisie supporting Dollfuss
and Fey, considerable vacillations were observable, both before and
after the uprising, against the completion of fascisation by force of
arms.

This social democratic viewpoint signifies: In Austria there
was no revolutionary situation. The proletariat was isolated, the
bourgeoisie had the unlimited support of all small property owners
in town and country.

A third estimate of the situation, permitting a conclusion to be
drawn with regard to the reply to the question of whether it was
right to take up arms, comes from the Republican Guard leader
and military-political expert of Austrian social democracy. Julius
Deutsch made the following statement to the correspondent of the
central organ of Belgian social demogracy, “ Peuple ”:—

“ It was not the leaders of the party who determined the
hour of the struggle. The last provocation perpetrated
in Linz brought the cup to overflowing, and the patience of our
comrades came to an end. . Now the central leadership
of the party could do nothing else but follow this fighting
signal. . The population, although obviously in sym-
pathy with the fighters, stood aside in the conflict.”

This opinion appears to differ from that of the “ Daily Herald "
or the “ Robotnik.” Here the question raised is chiefly that of the
moment of the armed insurrection. not the question of the right to
apply armed force as such, or the guestion of whether there was a
revolutionary crisis or revolutionary situation in Austria at the
time when the workers took up arms. But this explanation, too,
£:ves no clear reply to the actual question.

The lack of clarity on this point is likely to give the social
democratic workers the impression that there are at least three
opinions prevailing in the Second International, and that these

and in nearly all the in-

three opimions permit three different rephes to be given to the
question: Was it nght to take up arms?

But these three opinions, though externally different, all come
to the same conclusion:

It was not right to take up arms.

The three opinions do not state this so boldly as Plechanow
expressed the same view after the Moscow uprising of 1905. The
technique of the armed insurrection has developed since the days
when the ideological leaders of the Mensheviki attacked the reve-
lutionary workers in the rear, but also the technique of demagogy,
of the deception of the people, has become oonmdmhly m
subtle. ’
If we want to make the answer easy, l!wedonoehnlnto
account those waverers and despairing elements who still believe in
the social democratic leaders, then the question can only be
answered as follows: The uprising itself is a reply to Otto Bauer's
opinion that in Austria a *counter-revolutionary " situation pre-
vailed, and that there was no moluuonuy crisis, no lmmodhu-
revolutionary situation.

But we cannot content ourselves with this reply. We must
submit the situation at the moment of the uprising to a thorough
analysis. as we have analysed above the advance of Austria to the
revolutionary crisis. Only a concrete analysis of the class struggles,
and of conditions on the eve of the uprising, can give a really con-

© vincing answer.

The Austrian Social Democrauc Conception of the Bcvdnlhn‘ry
Situation

Before we examine the situation on the eve of the uprising, we
should like to give an idea of the historical situation, the mament,
which Austrian social democracy considers to be ripe for revolu-
tion. Here we shall not base ourselves on the theoretical treatises
of the Austro-Marxists, masterpieces of sophistry. We rather turn
to a definite attitude adopted in a definite situation, a nuncrete
appeal, a revolutionary struggle.

The revolutionary government of the Soviet Republic of ‘Hun-
gary, after the seizure of power by the proletariat, applied at once
to the Austrian Workers' Councils. In reply to this the Netional
Executive Committee of the Workers' Councils of Austria answered
on 23rd March, 1919, to the proletariat of Hungary, in a letter.
signed by Friedrich Adler, and stating:.—

“You have called upon us to follow your example. We
should be heartily giad to do so, but at the present time, un-
fortunately, we cannot do so. There is no more food in our
country. Even our scanty supplies of bread are dependent on
the food trains sent us by the Entente, souutweuethucom
plete slaves of the Entente.”

The conclusion arrived at was to continue to be slaves of the
Entente, and to continue to starve for the bourgeois republic,

Since the Austrinn workers were dissatisfied with this reply,
and the Austrian Communists, too, combated it sharply in the
Workers' Councils, the leaders of Austrian social democracy felt
themselves obliged to make a more definite statement as to their
conception of the moment in which the hour of capitalism was to
strike in Austria, the moment for revolution in Austria. This was
done by the “ Arbeiterzeitung ” on 28th March. 1919:—

“ When the storm of proletanan revolution has swept away
the bourgeois governments in our neighbouring countries and
the proletariat of the countries of the Entente is rising, when
the chain of starvation which fetters us to-day to the Entente
bourgeoisie has been broken, and proletarian governments can
give us coal and food . then the day may dawn on which
wes too, may take the path of the Soviets. . . . But at the
present time there is no other way of attainingour objec,t but by
the path of democracy.”

Certainly it must be admitted that these elements of a revolu-
tionary situation required before the Austro-Maxists were prepared
to fight for the Soviet Power did not exist at the moment of the
uprising. But even at the time when the statement was made, it
was not in reality merely a demand for assured and certified
hundred per cent. security for the victory of the power of the
Workers' Councils, it was the direct reverse for the revolutionary
struggle. the repression of the revolutionary forces of the prole-
tariat. But whither the .“ purpose-sure path of democracy " pur-
sued by the social democracy of Austria has led is now plain to all,
and will convince many who were hitherto not to be convinced:

Marxism demands something very different of a situation in
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which the struggle for power can and may be commenced by the
armed uprising of the proletariat, than the demands put forward
by the Austro-Marxists. .
Did the Elements of the Revolutionary SNuation Exist in
February, 1934? )

No games are to be played with the armed uprising*-this is
the elementary duty of every revolutionist. But another duty as
elementary is to utilise the situation when it is ripe for the armed
uprising, to seize the power by all available means, without hesita-
tion and vacillation. The revolutionary situation, arising out of the
position of the relation of class forces within a country, and outside
of it, gives not only the possibility of the agmed insurrection, but
at the same time to a smaller or greater extent the chgnce of its
victory, and the possibility of the maintenance of the revolutionary
State power. .

What was the situation in Austria when the armed uprising
commenced ?

Let us begin with the foreign-political prerequisites for the,

.revolutionary situation in Austria, in order to be able to reply to
the question: Had the uprising the chance of a victory, and, had
the Austrian working class succeeded in setting up a Soviet Power,
wauld it have been able to retain this in its hands?

- We begin with the foreign political prerequisites, the more so
because Austrian social democracy—as we saw above—has never
been tired of repeating that all questions of Austrian political life
are finally, or at least chiefly, decided by foreign political factors.
Every Austrian worker will remembér that formula of prayer which
the Austro-Marxists have always shouted into the world from left
and right, from the lips of Otto Bauer or Karl Renner, as the
situation demanded, or whispered into the ears of the dissatisfied
workers and functionaries:—

*“Our poor little Austria, we are so poor, so miserable, we
can do nothing. Everything is decided in Geneva, where the
great Powers in the League of Nations are at the helm.”

On the eve of the uprising the European situation was briefly as
follows :—

The central point of the extremely complicated situation was
the German question: The problem of the armaments of Hitler
Germany and the campaign of the national socialists for the co-
ordination of Austria. Around thése ‘ problems raged the
antagonisms between Germany and the anti-revisionists under the
leadership of France, involving at the same time two neighbouring
States, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia. In the question of German
armaments the three leading imperialist Powers—England, France,
Italy—found themselves unable to reduce their policy to a common
denominator. Relations were strained between Italy, the other
great fascist neighbour of Austria, and Germany, and the
antagonisms here increased steadily in acuteness in consequence of
the increasing national socialist agitation on the part of Hitler
Germany for the co-ordination of Austria. This aggravation of the
Italo-German antagonisms in the question of the affiliation of
Austria to Germany affected at the same time the attitude of
Horthy Hungary in favour of a rapprochement to Dollfuss Austria
under Italian protection. By this" means the relations between
Hungary and Czechoslovakia, and between.the other two countries
of the Little Entente (Yugoslavia and Rumania) became more
hostile than ever. ’ ’

The dominant authority of the socialist great Power, the Soviet
Union, as an essential factor of international politics on the eve of
the uprising, is beyond doubt. - .

In the midst of the strained relations of Europe after Hitler's
seizure of power. in the situation obtaining after a series of agree-
ments had been concluded on the definition of the aggressor, it is
impossible for any individual State—however powerful—to under-
take any decisive military step without taking into account France
on the one hand and the Soviet ‘Union on the other, without
running the risk of arousing counter-actions from the others. This
refers especially to military actions connected with the conditions
created in Europe’by the Versailles Treaty, and which “would be
affected by the revision of this treaty. The probable main enemy
of a proletarian Austria, Hitler Germany, had no prospect of re-
‘ceiving the consent of France and the Little Entente to an inter-
vention against Austria. Any attempt on Hitler's part 'to march
into Austria would have aroused not only a storm among the
people against the military intervention of the ‘Nazis, but would
probably have meant war between Germany and -the French
Powers bloc. The other danger, of intervention on the part of

Italy, could not be actualised without Yugoslavia and Czecho-

slovakia, and a rapid collaboration between Italy and the Little |

Ententé was not to be expected, even against a revolutionary

.Austria. A Hungarian intervention would have at once aroused

belligerént measures from Czechoslovakia, Rumania, and Yugo-
slavia, since such an intervention would have signified the occupa-
tion of Burgenland, the one-time Hungarian territory of Austria,
and therewith the beginning of a war by Hungarian fascism for
the reconquest of Slovakia from Czech imperialism. Any German
or Hungarian intervention would have raised the question of the
forcible;revision of the Versailles frontiers, any Italian intervention
would- Have been taken as a deadly blow against the national and
international interests of Germany and France, to say nothing of
the interests of Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia.

In Europe there were, it is true, no camps confronting each
other with such utter hostility as at the time of the October Revo-
lution. To-day the situation is different from that at the time of the
intervention againstSoviet Hungary, when the outbreak of the
proletarian revolution in March, 1919, saw a united Entente camp
confronting the defeated and disarmed camp of the other im-
perialists, when the interventions did not commence at once and
the proletariat of Hungary carried on a war against imperialist
intervention for months, a war which ended with the defeat of the
revolution chiefly for the reason that the Hungarian social demo-
cratic leaders joined their Austrian colleagues, on the direct orders
of Entente imperialism, in sabotaging the revolution both from
within and without. On the eve of the uprising, and at the moment
when it broke out, the policy of German fascism and the questions
of armaments and revision raised by it were such that a rapid
collaboration of the European Powers, especially of the neighbour-
ing countries of Austria, against a victorious Soviet revolution,
would scarcely have been possible. The problem of how to gain
time, the pause for breath, would thus have not been insoluble for
the Austrian revolution had it been victorious. Hence a highly-
important foreign political element of the revolutionary situation,
the situation of an armed uprising, the chance of victory 4in the
struggle for the power, and of successful struggle for the mainten-
ance of the State power seized, was given.

The International Proletariat Was Ready to Defend the

Revolution ’
. Whilst the conditions obtaining in the camp of the capitalist
States in Europe, on the .eve of the uprising and at the moment -
when it broke out, were of such a nature that a victorious revolu-
tion in Austria was not bound to he followed inevitably by an im-
mediate rally of its imperialist enemies, the conditions for a
European proletarian revolution were even more favourable. A
Soviet Austria was able to rely on its protection by a great and

widespread revolutionary movement of the workers of Europe.

In France a general strike on an extensive scale, a joint strug-
gle of Communist and social democratic workers organised in
revolutionary and reformist trade unions against fascism, a real
united front of the fighting masses. In England preparations for
great mass actions against unemployment, carried on on a really
broad scale, and a widespread anti-war movement penetrating even
into the reformist trade unions. In Czechoslovakia a growing
revolutionary movement at a juncture when an inner political
crisis is approaching. when an inflation is imminent, a govern-
mental ¢risis pending, and growing readiness is observed among
the Czech workers, even those of the social democratic and reform-
ist camp, to fight in a united front with the Communist workers
against fascism. In Hungary great strike movements under the -
leadership of the Revolutionary Trade Union Opposition, accom-
panied by the growing influence of the Communist Party on the
actions of the working class. In Germany the fresh rise of the tide
of revolutionary upsurge led by a Communist Party utterly un-
broken by the struggle, swelled by the increasing determination of
the working class to take action against fascism, and by the grow-
ing readiness of the former members of the social democratic party
and the reformist trade-unions to join the revolutionary united
front. In Switzerland a great anti-fascist movement; in Italy
fermentation, even in the fascist trade unions.

The trends of feeling among the workers in the neighbouring
countries, during the uprising and after its defeat, and the inter-
national actions taken against the Dollfuss government, confirm
Comrade Stalin’s words:.—

(Continued on page 533)
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‘Supplemen“ ; t

A Conversation With Indian Comrades’

A By Orgwald

SOME CURRENT QUESTIONS
Question No. 1.—Should the Independent Labour Party desire
to join the Communist Party, what should be the attitude of the

Communist Party and how should it assimilate the members of
the I.L.P. in Great Britain?

Answer.—The ILP. was part of the Labour Party, and it

supported the two so-called Labour governments. The policy of

» the Labour Party, as well as that of the Labour government, was

obviously discredited in the eyes of the more class-conscious ele-

ments of the workers, and these elements exert great pressure on
the members of the Independent Labour Party.

N In the LL.P. an opposition was formed which began to express
dissaiisfaction with the policy of the leaders ang- after the fall
of the second Labour government insisted on the I.L.P. leaving
the Labour Party. However, the rank and file of the ILL.P. went
further than that and insisted on discontinuing the taetics of
collaboration with the bourgeoisie. They insist upon the I.L.P.
fighting hand in hand with the Communist Party, which follows

a correct programme and tactics and fights against the bour-
geoisie.

In their desire to keep the I.L.P. intact and continue their
old policy of collaboration with the bourgeoisie, the I.L.P. leaders
saw themselves forced to talk about a united front on an inter-
national scale. They approached the Second and Third Interna-
tionals, mviting them to form a united front, and in one passage
of their appeal they spoke about the need for ending the class
collaboration with the bourgeocisie. Owing to the pressure of the
rang and file of the LL.P., the IL.P. leaders were compelled at
the Derby Conference of the Party, held on April 16-17, 1933, to
support the proposal that the IL.P. withdraw from the Second
International. The question of affiliation to the Comintern was
not on the agenda. That the ILL.P. leadership was acting under
great pressure exerted by the rank and file of the I.L.P. is proved
by the fact that at the conference the leadership was fighting
against entering into negotiations with the Comintern on the
question as to ways and means by which the I.L.P. might help
the work of the Comintern. Nevertheless, the resolution was
carried by the conference, but with a bare majority of four, a solid
minority following the leadership.

As to the united front between the Communists and the
members of the ILP. it is actually being established in some
parts of England. The .conference of the I.L.P. made a number
of reservations in its resolution on the united front in Great
Britain. Nevertheless, the united front between Communists and
rembers of the LL.P., as well as with workers following the ILLP..
1s being established and extended i the commmon struggle with
increasing eflect.

On the question of supporting the organisations of the unem-
ploved. the I.LLP. leaders tried to hoodwink the conference by
introducing a resolution to support all the organisations of the
unemploved. This would also include the strike-breaking organi-
sations of the unemploved which were formed bv the General
Counc.! of the Trades Uniocn Congress with the specific object of
breakinz up the National Unemploved Workers' Movement. which
is under the in%uence of the Communist Party of Great Britain.

However, the conference of the TLP expressed itself in
favour of support:ng only the revolutionary organisations of the
unemploved

The conchizions to be drawn from this are that the 11 P
leaders have nat given up their policy of class collaboration with
the bourceasie and are against the united front The leaders
fear tha' if thev do not niake some econcecsions tq the active revo-
Pitionary members of the TLP. then the 11 P rank and file
infl ienced by these revolutiorarv elements. will go over to the
Communists. Hence the manceuvres of the 1L P leaders. their
half-hearted coucessions: but these leaders will never go to the

length of uniting or amalgamating the LL.P. with the Oummmiu
Party.

The Communists on their part should follow the tactics of
etposing the inconsistency of the lezders. They should establish
a united front and tell the members of the ILP. that if they
wish to carry on the class struggle, if they are against class colla-
boration. the programme of the Comintern is based on just these
lines. So that if they really wish to fight against class wﬂm
tion and against the offensive of cnpita.l as well as
fascism, then they should join hands with the Communist
call a unity conference of both pnrues. nnd form a m
munist Party in Great Britain,

ki
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Even if the leaders will not agree to that, a number of
brainches may accept these conditions. At any rate, the
economic crisis 18 s0 keenly felt that even the powerful and:
British bourgeoisie is forced to put the scréw more tigh
the workers, and this is the best argument in favour of the
munist tactics. Possibly the proposal to unite with the Commun-
ists wil not obtain a majority in the LL.P., but a number of
influential local organisations may fight for unity, and, failing in
their endeavours, will go over to the Cfouunumst Party. However,
I do not think that this is going to materialise in the near future.

Question No. 2.—What are the tactics’ of the Indian' bour-
geoisie 1n the present stage in regard to the constitution and, in
connection with this, what are the tasks facing the Communists
in the struggle for national independence?

Answer.—Roughly speaking, the .tactic of the Indian bour-
geoisie at the present time is to hinder the masses of the people
from fighting Tor the liberation of India from the British Empire,
while accepting m fact uxe very limited constitution.

What does the native bourgeoisie get out of the constitution
given by England to the Indian “nation” as a “gift"? It ob-
tains a few “ministries” of second-rate importance, which will
have o work under the control of the British, and will have the
rnght to take part in the appropriation, under the control of the
British officials and the Indian feudal lords, of 20 per cent. of the
State budget of India. It was sufficient to throw before the
Indian bourgeoisie in the domain of internal politics this bait for
all the groupmgs in the National Congress to give up even
Gandhi's " passive resistance,” The elections to the *“Indian
Legislative Assembly ' are to take place in 1934, or they may even
be posiponed ull 1936, and uluady all the groups afiiliated to the
Natlional Cougx;ess, the Rights, with Gandhi at their head, and
the " Lefts,” with Nehru and Bose at the head, are shouting about-
the necessity of taking part in the eleetions aud are opposed a
mass inovement against the constitution. The fear of the action
of the masses entertained by the National Congress is 8o great
that the acting president of the National Congress, Mr. Aney,
upon Gandhi's advice, dissolved all the Jocal organisations of the .
National Congress and appointed dictators in ther place. The
leaders of the National Congress, {i view of the indignation shown
by the broad masses of town and Qountry who suffer sconomically
from the crisis, are afraid lest the local amorphous organisations
of e National Congress place themselves at the head of the mass
movement.  The dictators, as the true watchdogs of  the bour-
geoitie and the imperialicts, are more reliable than the Jocal com-
mitlecs of the Neational Congress which may be penetrated by
representatves of (ne class trade unions, of the peasant vrganisa-
tions, and even by the Comm Ausis.

The fear of these leaders is not unfounded, since there is in

i’;’ii

the country a broad movement of the peasants against the taxes,

rents and x:.dvbwdnca:,. while 11 the towns there is a strike move-

* Reprinted from a pamph)et of Comrade Orgwald. vubushed
in US.A —Eb.
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ment. among the warkers and even the urban petty bourgeoisie is
very. restive. ‘ .
These are t.he causes that prompt,ed lhe Indian bourgeoisie
to stop even its verpal “fight” against the imperialists (it neyer
fought the imperialists by deeds). It needs the British bayonets_
against the workers, against the ** mob.” As to the feudal princes
-and landlords, they have always supported the British in every-
thing, and now in the villages they are backed by the British
bayonets and the National-Cengress, which carries on.an agita-
tion against the peasant movement. All ‘theée are causes of an
" internal order. But there:are also causes of an external political
nature which compel the Indian bourgeoisie to try to'curb .the
. masses and they themselves go down on their knees before British
imperialism. These causes are (o be found in dumping. The fact
{s that the .Japanese, Dutch and Belgian manufacturers at home
and in the colonies are inundating India“ with cheap goods, suc¢h
as piece -goods, sugar, paper, elc. The Indian manufacturers:
“suffer thereby, and they therefore appeal to the Bfitish bour-
geoisie for ‘help. The latter did not hesitate in coming. to their
“aid.” They are prepared to introduce high - t.anﬁs on Japanese,
Duytch, Belgian and other commodx-ues but not on British goods.
The Indians-must give preference to British goods.. At the same
time the British diehards frighten the Indian bourgeoisie with
the fate of China, which is now being attacked by Japan, as if
the British have not being doing for scores of years in India what
the Japanese wish to attain in China. At the same time they
- repeat that they can prevent ‘“‘anarchy” (revolution) in India.
These. are the causes thatprompted the “irreconcilable enemies ”
of the British diehards—the Indian bourgeoisie—to come to terms.

Of course, all these Gandhis, Nehrus, Roys, Kandalkars and _

‘Joshis do not speak' openly in the country about this agreement. .

. On the contrary, the “Left” congressmefl insist on a “fight"

against t}xe British, they- are against the dissolution of the local
organisations of the National Congress. They * violently " attack
Gandhi, they look for new * Left” leaders, such as Bose, who at
present- stays abroad. They even threaten to form a Swaraj
party on!the lines of the Egyptian party Wafd, to fight +British
opprcssion etc. (they only hide-the fact that the Egyptian edition
of the Swaraj party, i.e;, the Wafd, long ago came to an agrec-
ment with British 'ifaperialism, just as their brethren did in
India). The Communists should know how to discover these deals
with- British imperialism behind these phrases and expose fhem

‘before the broad masses and cdrry on this ceaseless fight against -

these betrayers of the cause of ithe people. - P

There is a possibility that the Indian bourgeoisie, together
with British imperialism, will accept the services of the * Left:"
reformists of the type of thetyounger Nehru or Bose and their
“national revolutionary” party, when the old leaders of the¢
National Congress, such as Gandhi, Aney and otHhers have com-
pletely lost their influence over the broad masses,

- The Communists must even now warn the masses of the be-
trayal that is being prepared with the launching of such parties.
We know from the history of the second Russian Revolutior:
(February, 1917), that a party under the_ high-sounding name o!
Sociglist-Revolutionaries, which called itself the party which de-
. fended the interests of the peasants. a.party that in the course
of many years claimed to be a revolutionary party, using even
terrorism against individual répresentatives of the Tsarist govern-
- ment, after it obtained power together with the Menshevik-Social-
Democrats not only refused to give the land to the peasants, but
even sent punitive expeditions against those peasants who seized
the land before the October Revolution in 1917, During the
October Revolution this party, together with the bourgeoisie and
landlords, fought against the workers and peasants, and even now
‘the leaders of this party are ‘preparing abroad. together with the
imperialists of all countries, to take part at the opportune momenit
in the attack 'xg.umt the- USSR. the fatherland of the interna-

tional proletariat. -+ The new parties of the Boses. Nehrus and
their like will do the same. And this will not hinder them from
claiming that their party defends the interests of the peasants.
workers and urban petty bourgeoisie. They have ‘already. pro-
claimed that they are drafting an economic programme for the
“ toiling masses.” Even the provisional chairman of the National
Congress, Mr. Aney. does not wish to be behind them in the
Sdefence ” of the interests of the workers. He has even agreed
to be an arbitrator in the conflict between a textile company at
Nagpur and three thousand working men and women who were

/sion in

thrown out by the company and refused to accept a nwe-(%mt to
the extent of 30 per cent. Our benevolent gentlemhn wiil-un-
doubtedily succeed " in procuring a cut to the extent of not 30
but 20-25 per cent. of the wages of the textile workers, upon which
he and his followers will pose as the defenders of the workers,
The ledders of the National Congress undertake these manceuvres
in their endeavours to maintain their position. The pplicy of the
Nation3l Congress has called forth a tremendous dissatisfaction
in the {country. In the papers and at meetings the policy of
Gandhism is being discussed and summarised. Gandhism is now
going through a crisis and the desertion of Gandhism by the
masses|is proceeding very rapidly. This crisis found|its expres
the National Congress. Despite its dissensions with British
imperialism, an& while pretending to deplore the misdrable value
of the roncessiolls made by British imperialism, the Indian bour-
geoisie in its fear, of the masses of the people, of ‘a revolution by the
people. made a iurther step on the road to an agreement with the’
imperialists for the purpose of fighting against the|revolution.
The trade unions and the Communist Party must carry on a con-
tinuous flght against all of them. The sooner the masses free
themselves from the influence of these Nehrus, Gandhis, Aneys
and Boses, the more rapidly will the working class of India, with
the Communist Party at its head and attracting the pgasantry to
its side, succeed ih throwing off the imperialist yoke and in settling

with their own bourgeoisie.

Question No. 3.—While there are very few Commumst. groups in
India. the movement is big, and we have to master this great move-
ment with the small forces at our disposal: What:is the most essen-
tinl ‘thing upon which we shouid concentrate, so that we may be
able to lead. this movement with the forces at our dxaposal"

Answer.—~If we compare the two periods of the national revo-
lutionary movement in India, i.e., the movement in 1919:20 and the
great movement in 1929-30-31, then we can see a great difference
between them. In 1919 and 1920 the movement was.led mainly by
the National Congress, for at that time the labour movement was
not strong enough to put forward an organised leadership of its
own of any description. However, in recent years (1928 and after) .
the movement had its origin mainly in big strikes led by trade
ynions. The Girni Kamgar plaved an especially important part.

The Gandhites and the National Congress saw that|if they did
not take the national revolutionary movement into their own hands
they would lose all their pgositions. The strike wave was so broad
that its leaders could have carried the national revolutionary move-
ment along with them. Therefore the National Congress, led by
Gandhi; took upon itself the initiative in this * fight.” Once more
the Nationdl Congress succeeded in gaining the mastery of the
national revolutionary movement, although this time it was not as
easy as'it was before, becanse now within this broad movement
there were separate demonstrations of the workers and separate
C'mmnumst manifestations directed against the National Congress
and against its tactics of passive resistance. True, theése demon-
strations and manifestations were not large. but ncvertheless the
beginnigg of such a movement was there. '

During the three vears, 1929-30-31. and the first quarter of 1932,
there were many strikes in India resulting in a loss of 17,167.000
working days.. India occupies third place in the world strike move-
ment. Owing to strikes. America lost during that period 20.934.000
working ddys, and Great Britain 20,321,000. Since the number of
workers engaged in industry is many times smaller in India than
the corresponding number in America and Great Britain taken
separately, the number of working davs lost by every striker in
India excepds many times the corresponding number in America
and Great Britain.

Tma shows that the strike wave was very great. However,
besides lhe strike movement there was also a big peasant move-
ment. In many places the péasants not only refused to pay taxes
but evelnl] came out against the landlords. Now suppose that under
these conditions' we had a militant mass Communist Pagty, con-
nected with the factories and mills, with Communist fractions. in
all the jmass organisations and i the first place in the trade
unions, (then this tremendous national liberationist movement
would Have obtained a new  militant leadership from:the Com-
munist Panty and would not have yielded such miserable results.

That is why the question of a Communist Party in India plays
such an|important part not only for the working class movement.
not only faor the peasant movement, but alsg for the broad masses
of the I.hdmn p_eople. includippg the urban petty bourgepisie. But
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in India we are still without such a Party, which would have been
the great factor in the work of leading the workers’ and peasants’
movement and also the movement of the urban petty bourgeoisie.

What role should the Party play in the working class? The
Party must mould the ideology of the working class and formulate
its programme. The Party must draw up the strategi¢ plan for a
long span of time and lay down tactics to fit the events which are
now taking place. The Party must build an organisation that
should be linked up with the working class. In accordance with
its adopted tacucs the Party must put forward slogans that would
immediately appeal to the broadest masses and explain to them
what action should be taken up at the givenm moment. The Party
must expose ll those parties and groups which, though unauthor-
ised, pretend to speak on behalf of the working class or of the
Indian people, and whose interests they do not defend.

Have we such a party in India? 1 think that you will all agree
with me that we have no such party, though the groups which work
there have attempted to formulate a programme of action. How-
ever, the conditions which would compe! one to recognise that there
is a real Communist Party in India are still lacking.

What have we now in India? We have very good groups of
comrades in several towns. In some places these groups even exist
legally, the police know them: therefore, it is very difficult to carry
on real Communist work. Some of the comrades work 'in the trade
unions: cccasionally, very seldom, they publish leaflets, but they
do not constitute a Party. It is, therefocre, quite proper for our
comrades to raise the question what is to be done and 'what is the
most esscntial thing upon which they should concentrate in crder
to form Party.crganisations and build up the Party.

In my opinion the primary duty of the Communists is to bring
together all the groups in India—and on the basis of the pro-
gramme which has already been drawn up and published and
seeming!y accepted by all the Communists—to decide what should
be done to transform the groups into a real Communist Party of
India. It is necessary to call a conference of representatives from
the existing Communist groups and at this conference reports
should be made on thtie position of the Iscal Party crganisations,
and thercuppn an exposition should be given of the situation in
which India finds herself at the present moment. It would also be

necessary to discuss the question of publishing a central organ of.

the Party, as well as the formation of an organisational or central
committee of the Party. The task of such a committee would be
to consolidate the existing local Party organisations and to form
new Party organisations in places where they do not exist, to
discuss and decide upon the important questions arising from the
present situation in India and to prepare an All-Indian Party con-
ference or congress. The conference will have to make clear its
attitude to the question which is now one of the most important in
India. i.e,, the qucstion of the constitution: should it be boventted,
ignored. or should a broad campaign be started against it and the
workers called upen to strike in protest? Should protest meetings
be called against the constitution or should we take part in the
elections and try to elect people who eould use even this narrow
rostrum to intensify the fight for the independence of India?

Hitherto ruch a confereice could not be called. The confer-
ence, however, is a maximum programme which however it will be
necessary to carry out in the nearest future. We hear that in some
towns in India there are isolated parallel Communist groups. It
zoes without saying that the minimum proeramme should be to
unite first of all those groups which exist separately in one and the
same town and this should be done without waiting for the con-
ferev.ce. If for one reason or another it is impossible to unite all
groups, it will be necessary to unite at least the best elements in
them

In accordance with a drawn-up plan it is necessary to force the
work of uniting the separate groups or of creating Party organiza-
tions in each town separately. The existence of parallel groups in
one and the same town and the general dissatisfaction caused by
stuch paralielism is not peculiar to India alone, but can be observed
also 1n other countrres. But what is surprising :s that there are no
forces inside these groups that could take upon themselves the
initiative in uniting these groups and creating strong local Party
organisations. This is really surprising

True. 1t is very difficult to work in India, because the British
bourgeoisic possess wide experience and commands vast means and
forces which it uses lavishly with the ocbject of hindering the
organisation of a Communist Party. which alone can organise the

real fight against British imperialism. It employs all-and every -
means to prevent the sepante Communist zroups (mln nnniu
into one organisation.

British imperialism in India will take all meusures mm&ﬂn
calling of a conference for the purpose of uniting the individual:
Communist groups; which now work ina primitive manner and are
isolated. The very fact that a certain part of the Communists work
legally and the peolice do not molest them prevents these Com-
munists from fulfilling the tasks which should be abvious to every
Communist. These Communists cannot take a single step without
the police knowing it. Every Communist is followed by a number -
of spies.

The bourgeoisie, however, makes use of other melhodn. too: -
they send their agents, who pose as * Communists,” to these groups
to carry out the poitcy of Briush imperialism inside these groups;
these agents work against unituig the groups and constantly
sharpen the differences within them. There were cases (I will
mention neither names of towns nor persons) whes Communist
groups torn by dissensions had split; when in both groups there

remained only people who were of one mind, the groups.should start

working in real earnest with great energy, but nothing of the kind
happened. No sooner was the split accomplished than new differ-
ences arose in each of the Communist groups. This provea that the -
British spies in Communist guise do their work excee y well.

‘Why do I tell you all this? Because most likely you, too, will
come across such things, so do not despair. The movement will
assert itself and the honest, energetic Communists will prove equal
to the task and will overcome all thie hindrances which m
imperialism places in their way.

It is necessary at all costs to overcome all these hlndnne.t.
and the first step in this direction should be the merging of all the
Oommunist groups in one organisation, first in individual towns
and then all over the country. It is necessary to call a conference
of representatives of these groups, and at these conferences it is
necessary to agree upon a general programme, upon the question
of tactics, organisation and slogans. On this basis work should
commence according to plan. I repeat, it is necessary to ¢arry out
this plan at first in the cities and provinces and then all over the
country. E

Question No. 4.—How is the importance and the need for or-
ganisation to be proved? °

Answer.—Let us imagine that at the factor\' ‘here you work
you have been successful in caling a meeting or] some economic
question. Now. if vou come to that meeting un

necessity of organisation, you should organise th
meeting, assign to each of them some duty: one
to act as chairman, another should épeak in the
shonld bring in a resolution. And if there are a ffew more people
to support vour resolntion, your followers will im iediately see the
difference between the two meetings. Let them
ceedings at these two meetings. They will
important {t is to have an organisation, no

which prove beyond the power of individual perso;
may have made very good suggestions.

This will prmo %mewhnt more difficuit anoe 1
leadership in a trade union. ‘However, if you arfange the matter
between vou and prepare beforehand the propokal (provided, of
course, that you know what is going on in the trade union) against
the proposal which the leadership of the trade lunion has intfo-
duced. or which it is going to introduce, and if yofi have adherents
among the members attending the meeting, yqu wjll see the results.
This in an“elementary thing which every oile of you will under-
stand If you do it, vou will gee how many adherpnts you will win
by vour organised work

Question No, 5. —How is a group of three or fife Communists to
commence work in an industrial town? | .

Answer-—If ‘three or five Communists happeh to be in an in-
dustrial town, what are they to do? First of a]l they must find
work, preferably in a large factory or mill, get acguainted with the
locality where they are goinug to work, find out{how the workers
live there, what wages they get, the situation in that industry, draw
up an outline of demands, publish a leaflet hddressed to the
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workers and try to distribute it. If every one of the three ere¢four
comrades works in this way and assists the others, they will not fail
to get results. They will hear the workers talk about the leaflet,
théy will'’know how the workers respond to it, they will hear their

" opinions, and it will not be difficult for them to find out who is

really in agreement with them and who is able to do some work
which they may propose. They will not even notice how a circle

.of people will have formed around them with whom they can con-
o

duct talks and chats. o

| “When such an atmosphere is'created around them, it will then
be a question of getting in closer touch with these people. The
comrades (from the group of three or five)| will be able te invite a
few people to a chat, conference, qr mass eeting; however, the
invitation to these chats or meetings sho not come from the
comrade who works with them in the sa factory, but from a
comrade of the group of three or five who works in another factory
or mill. It is necessary that the workers ‘should not know that the
comrade who'supplied the data, wrote and distributed the leaflets

.works in their factory or mill. The workers of a given factory or

mill who attend the chats or meetings should not know in the first
stages that the organiser of this conference is actually among them,
and that he works together with them in the same factory. It is
therefore necessary that at these meetings some other comrade of
the grqup of three or five should speak and not the one who works
at that factory, so that.the latter comrade may not become
prominent among his factory mates attending the meeting.

This we call preparing: the ground for the formation of a
nucleus at factories and mills and of a Party organisation in a big
or_small town. Imperceptibly every one of the three or five com-
rades will' gain adherents. When they find that there are people
who ‘have grasped their principles, they should push them forward,
giving them certain tasks such as the organisation of a trade
union, of a workers’ co-operative society, etc, and the best of the

mnew comrades should be enlisted in. the nucleus. However, the

initiators from among the three or five Communists must remain
inconspicuous in the eyes of the newly-enlisted comrades. For: a

time the comrades working in a certain factory or mill shoyld .

abstain from making speeches, leaving it to those of the comrades
of the group of three or five who work elsewhere. This is neces;
sary in order that the comrades should not.fall into the hands of
the police before they have time to create a Party organisation.
Every one of the comrades who works. at the factory or mill will
serve as the eyes and the ears of the organisation. Through them
the organisation will_distribute leaflets and carry out everything
required by the Party organisation, ) Cow, o

‘These are the first steps. Now the next action. If in that.city

" there is-some labour organisation, a trade union, a co-operative, a

sport society, educational or some other organisation the comrades

. should join it and see what is going on there. They should get
. acquainted with people, talk with them, issue a leaflet, publish a

small paper, openly if possible, since it will be easier to distribute

ch a paper. In general, people who are not acquainted with
underground methods will find it easier to publish such a paper.

! Thus the circle of comrades who may be drawn into the revo-

_ lutionary movement will widen. It is necessary to work ener-

|

getically in the trade unions, in the workers’ organisations, where
our people should show alertness and initiative; our comrades
should prove that they are ahle to work, to express accurately their
ideas, to bring up proposals. without at first disclosing who they
are, without showing that they are Communists or that they speak

on behalf of the Communist organisation. However, if they raise

duestions in a proper manner, they are sure to gain adherents.
Il These are the organisational methods of work.’

|| Question No. 6.-—How is a town committee of the Party to:be

formed?

Answer.—Let us assume that three or five comrades have suc-

ceeded in carrving out what was set out above. They have growh
to such an extent that in the trade unions and in the factories
and. mills thev have egathered around them an active body of
people and have small grouns in the factories. Then all of them
can take up the other tasks. They form a comunitiee. so far not
an elected one. they draw up a plan of work, publish lcaflets and
a_small paper, and they distribute the work among themselves.
One is appointed  secretary. another is to keep in ouch with
groups at the mills. factories and workshops, etc.. and some of
them, will maintain connections with the Comumunists who work
in the trade unions, and’so on. '

.

. if you

ssport,

The distribution of work is not a mere formality. Theone whois
appointed to work, for instance,in a trade union, to lead the groups

‘at the factories and mills, etc., must study closely all that is going
on in his pection of work, in the factory, in the trade union, and-

s0. on, 50 that he should really become master of this work and
be able to prepare questions and raise them at the Party com-
mittee meetings, so that the decisions of the committee upon them
may be of real benefit to the cause. Only thus will the Party
commitiee be able unmistakably to take the| right decision in
regard to each branch of the work.

All I have said about work in trade uniol
tories and mills appiies equally to all other branches of work.

I shall answer yet another question as to what is to be done
{uld yourself alone in somie town. This |s much more diffi-
cult. ‘You will have to work more slowly, get some work in a
factory,or mill, and ﬁ.hen. by individual work and c1<$e study of
people, |recruit some three or five people.. After that} you act in
the sa manner as outlined for a group of three or five..

Question No. 7.—Should the trade union or the Party organi-
sation be organised first? ;| ' '

—I think that no categorical answer can be given to |

this question. It is necessary to do both. If there is'a group, it
is necegsary to proceed in the way I have indicated; it is neces-
sary to|form a Party organisation or a small jnitiative group for
the p_uri,pose of forming such a Party organisation. If a group of
comradps arrives in a town and settles there, Party and trade
union work should run parallel. If there is no Lrade union organi-
sation, then some comrade should be given theg task of organising
a trade union in the trade in which he works.

Let, us take the following case. A comrafie arrives in some
town by himself and succeeds in finding .work|in some fagtory in
an industry which is not organised. It will be easier for him to
start with the organisation of a trade union. Since trade unions
are not prohibited in India, he can speak openly about forming a
trade union and about the tasks of such a union. He can call a
meeting oi workers of his factory who wish to join the union, send
delegations Lo other factories working in the same or kixx¢ted
trades. and in the process of forming the wade union organisations
he will inevitably come in contact .with a number of workers. | He

will have the opportunity of observing them:, and is sure to find

among them some brave enthusiasts and energetic young me.
and thus he can get recruits for the forming of a Party organisa-
tion. ‘

1t all depends on the conditions prevailing in the given town.
If you 'put the question theoretically, what is preferable or what
is more important: to form first a Party organisation or a trade
union organisation, the answer is of course: thé Party. Trade
unioiis are one of the proletarian organisations, and a very, im-
portant, organisation at that, but. nevertheless, it is an organisa-
tion only for the defence of the economic interests of the working
class. ] ‘ |

Side by side with the trade union organisations there is a
number of other working-class organisations, such as co-operative.
International Labour Defence, International Workers'
Relief, workers' anti-religious societies, musical and educational
organisations. Only the Party organisation may give the line of
action to the Communists and revoluticnary workers who are
members of these erganisations.. The Party erganisation defends
the inferests of the working cliss as a whole, since the Party
organisation is the vanguard of the working class and guides all
the forms of the struggle for the overthrow of the capitalist sys-
tem. whereas the trade union organisation led by the Party
through the trade union Comm:nist fraction) serves as the trans-
mission belt from the Party to the Wworking-class masses and leads
directly the economic struggle of the workers.

Theoretically, therefore, it is more important to form first of all
a Party organisation, but if in some places at one time or another
14 is easier to form a trade union, then the forming of such a union
shauid4be taken in hand first of all. It will all depend on local
conditions, . |

Question No. 8.—Who should be admitted to the Party? Is it
necessary to know much about Conununism before one is admitted
{o the Party? .

Answer.—IL s very dificult | for me to answer this ¢questio
Usualily it is required that a menber of the Partyv should know the
programme, the principles of the Party. should be a member of =
Party orgahisation and work in that organisation. Thel Communist

and in large fac- '
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Party of India has no programme vet, it has not even firm prin-
ciples of policy. Probably not all the leading Communists know the
programme, the rules and regulations of the Comintern and its
most important decisions on India. It is obviously necessary to go
by other standards. First of all it is necessary-to admit comrades
who are able to fight, who know how to fight and what to fight for,
comrades who will not sav things that are unnecessaryv, who can
exercise revolutionary caution. and the comrades should be pre-
pared to bear sacrifices. Those who join the Party must be ready to

execute all the instructions of the Party organisations and be pre-

pared, if necessary, to go to prison.

Our comrbdes will say that too much is required from a member
of the Part_\'/. In six months’ time, when Party organisations and a
centre to guide them will have been established with a definite
programme and principles of policy of their own. it will be possible
to open wider the gates for the admission of workers into the Party.
Buc at present vou must try to discover real leaders who could
create the Party organisations, and therefore vou must be very
strict when accepting members into the Party.

'.However, when you will have formed vour organisations, you
can enlist those who really wish to fight for the working class
interests against the bourgeoisie and against landlordism and
British imperialism. But it will be very difficult to recruit new
members of the Party into the Party organisations before initiative
groups are formed for the purpose of establishing local Party or-
ganisations. Not every new member of the Party can help in the
carrving out of these tasks.

How should the work of recruiting into the Party proceed in
the factories and mills? When groups (nuclei) consisung, let us
say. of three persons have been formed (I spoke of such groups
previously) they can keep the active workers under observation, see
how thev work in the factory, watch whether they are not agents of
the employers or of .the Indian police, or have some relatives among
them. whether theyv understand what is going on, whether they
respond to the agitation and carry out one or other of the errands
transmitted to them by the Party group through some of its mem-
bers, and without having been told that the errand emanates from
the Party group. whether they know how to hold their tongues,
whether they are able to learn. and so on. When the results of the
observation on these points prove satisfactory. these workers may
be accepted as members of the nucleus of the Party.

Ac¢cording to circumstances, different tests should be applied to
members joining ‘the Party. Particularly at the beginning you
should not strive for quantity but for quality. When the skeleton of
the organisation is ready, then broaden out your organisation.

Question No. 9.—How is an active Communist to behave in the
case of a few Communist groups fighting each other?

Answer.—Tt is very difficult to answer this question. Sometimes
it is better not to join either side, but to estabiish contacts with
both groups and carry on a unity campaign. Sometimes it is better

to join the organisation which is more closely connected with the "

masses and work inside that group for unity.

This unity should under no circumstances be carried out
mechanically. It is necessary to study the ideology of these groups,
their platforms. the principles that divide them, to analyse what
they say and what they do, and so on. Under no circumstances
should questions of principle be glossed over. It is better to unite
adherents of both zroups who hold correct views rather than unite
all people indiscriminately. If. for instance, the smaller group, which
is not connected with the masses, pursues a correct line while the
second group. which is connected with the masses. follows a wrong
line. it would be necessary to persuade the smaller group to join the
larger group with the object of fighting there in order to rid the
group of its incorrect ideology. -

Thus the question, though simply put. is not so simple to
answer. It is necessary to act in accordance with local conditions,

" but there should be the greatest elasticity in the matter. One

should not join a small group which is not connected with the
masses and is isolated merely because it follows a good and correct
line of policy. Unless one believes that one may succeed in persuad-
ing this group to unite with the other, to join this group would
mean to condemn oneself to inactivity and to idle talk: one should
g0 where there are masses. even if these masses are under the in-
fluence of a group which follows a wrong line. This refers ex-
clusively to Communist groups. but not to the existing reformist
groups of the renegade group. of Rov. Communists can have
nothing to do with such groups.

' = -

Question No. 16.—How should the work be done so that our
comrades may not get into the handsof the police? Generally, how
should we do our work so as to avoid arrest and keep the leadership
mntact? X ' i "

Answer.—As far as I know the conditions in India, it is neces-
sary to build up underground Communis{ organisations. For_an
underground organisation it is easier (o work in the prevailing
conditions in India, easier to move from one place to another and
easier to meet because the police do not know all the comndes.
And 1t us unpossible for the police to shidow all the Indians.
In so far as the activities of & good many of the ¢omrades will not
be known, there will be no very strict watch over them. L b

If so0. is it necessary to throw out the comrades who work
legally and are known to the police? Of course not. If in some big .
town a good Communist 1s known to the palice and he is left un-
molested by them, he must leave that town, He should not work in
a ward of a town where he is known. He shotild move in dircles
where he {s unknown. He must go underground. The conirades
that are most needed must be transferrad to the underground. . -

If a comrade is not one of those who are needed most, hé may
remain in his legal position and in this case it is necessary to give
him some legal work, such as the publishing of 'a legal paper, or
work in the legally existing trade unions, and soon. Itis neces.l’
to watch his work and control him. How is this 10 be done? 1t is
necessary as far as possible to aveid taking him to meetings of the
organisation. It is better to instruct some member of the com-
mittee to keep in touch with this comrade. Any comrade who
knows his bearings more or less could be charged with this task and
meet the comrade in such places as would not draw attention. (If,
for instance. the camrade in question has some small business, one
could come to him as a customer at a time when nobody is there.
While buying something he could have a talk with him.) Genemally -
ways and means of meeting such a comrade will be found, -

In towns it is necessary to give European quarters a wide berth.
It is necessary not to be prominent and always keep to places where
there are many Indians. It is better to live in Indian quarters
among the Indian population and, if necessary, to sleep out in the
streets at night together with the workers. This is not very
pleasant. but it cannot be helped. It is necessary to bear in mind
that the less Communists are distinguished from the other Indians
who live there. the better it will be for their work, the easier for
them to carry out their task. ’ BF

Question No. 11.—Would it be correct to build up the
munist Party first in one province and. then start building it up in
the whole country, or is it necessary to build up the Party simul-
taneously in a number of the most important provinces?

Answer.—This depends on the forces at your disposal.. If these
forces are few, it would be necessary as a start to build up the
organisation only in one province. But if there is a decent number
of forces and there is a centre which is able to dispose of these
forces, direct them and distribute them, then, of course, it will be
necessary to start founding Communist organisations in almost all
the provinces and particularly in the most important industrial
districts where there is not only a textile but also a metal industry.

If the forces are adequate and if there is a Party centre which
can dispose of these forces, then it is obvious that in the first place
it is necessary to consolidate that centre, so that it may lead the
movement of the whole country. If there is no such centre it is
necessary to form it.

In my opinion it is necessary to strike out in two directions
simultaneously, to unite the separate groups in each province and
to call a conference of representatives of those provinces where
Communist groups or Party organisations have already been
formed. At this conference it is necessary to form a Party centre
for the whole of India. £

Question No. 12.—What are the difficulties in the way of form-
ing a centralised Party in India, how are these difficuities to be
overfome, what are our tasks and what shall we begin with?

° Answer.—In my opinion, the forming of a centralised Com-
munist Party presents no difficulties, but what is difficult is the
forming of Party organisations and uniting the different groups in
one and the same town. When this task is achieved in the most
important provinces, it will be possible to create a centralised Com-
munist Party. There is the problem in a nutshell,

Question Neo. 13.—Should’' we practise the sending of repre-
sentatives of Communist groups to other towns to build up Party
organisations there, and what should be their tasks? b
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Answer.—This again, will depend on the fokces at the disposal
of the Communist groups. First of all it is necessary, of course,
to send comrades to industrial towns and industrial provinces. I
would not give these comrades the title of representatives. Repre-
. sentatives may be sent to towns where there are Party organisa-
.| tions for the purpose of negotiating with these organisations, for

" .the purpose of establishing connections with them and the organi-
sation “which they tepresent, for the purpose of assisting in the
calling of some conference to elect a Party committee, for the
purpose of controlling the work of the local Party groups, for
establishing contacts between the Party centre and the Party
organisation of the province, and so on. Such comrades could be
sent to assist those comrades whohave made it their aim to form
Party organisations in towns where no such organisations exist,
and where there is not even a beginning of a Party organisation.

Such comrades must Settle there and hegin their Party work,’

and when Party organisations are formed the latter should be
connected with -the provincial Party committee. The provincial
committee will then decide whether to Jeave these comrades at
their work or send them to some other place. ‘
Question No, 14.—Should the Party offer material aid to many
of the comrades or rather request that the comrades should find
"work; and what should be done in case of unemployment?
Answer.—The. Party is not obliged to help anyone materially.

On the contrary, Athe members of‘ the Party must give aid to the .
When the Party organisation disposes of some funds, it/

. Party.
should, of course, maintain as many Party functionaries as may
be necessary to organise the Party work well. Therefore, it is
obvious that the first duty of the comrades is to find work, but
such work as will leave them time for Party work. =

'What should. be done in case-of unemployment? Well, what
would the comrades do if they were not members of the Party
organisation? - They would get along somehow. So they will
have to manage things in the same way. At any rate, if the
Party organisation works among the workers and the workers see
that the Communists are doing good work, the workers will help
the Communists in every way. They will offer them meals and
sometimes even clothes and so on. The Russian and Chinesé

‘Bolsheviks, too, had very hard times. In India gt least one ‘can

sleep out in the open, because it is not cold there, but it was more
difficult for the Russiah Bolsheviks who had to look for shelter.
Nevertheless, they.managed it somehow. Some comrades. helped
them, some workers used to give them shelter and they. managed
to work under these conditions. I think that the same can be
done in India. This is no hindrarice, if there is only a desire to
work and if one knows what he is coming up against and what
he is to do.

‘When workers" organisations, trade unions,vand educational
socleties are organised, the workers will willingly join these

* organisations, and the Party functionaries will be able to get paid
Jobs In these organisations.

Here is an instance from Spain, where there is also great
unemployment. The Communist paper was fined by the govern-
ment to pay a heavy sum of money and the Communist Party
announced that if 40,000 pesetas were not paid within ‘48 hours
the paper would be clesed. The workers collected the money and
the fine was paid in time. I am convinced that if the prole-
tarians of India See that such and such a Communist paper and
such ‘and such a Communist organisation help them and defend
their interests, they in their turn will assist the comrades, enabling
them to exist and work in the Party.

Question No. 15.—How did the Bolsheviks educate and train
the workers into leaders, and what is the best means to prevent the

leaders from becoming separated from the masses in t.he Party and

in the trade unions?

Answer.—Here two questxons are mixed up together, but they
can be_combined. There is no such factpry for turning workers
into leaders, but if the workers work well some of them will develop
- into practical organisers, propagandists and writers. The Party
organlsnuon must place these working class members of the Party
in such conditions of work that will not lead to their premature
arrest. But I do not suggest that one should evade arrest if such
evasion is harmful to the necessary work. For instance, suppose

it is necessary for some of them to speak at a big meeting where:

there is a possibility of having the Party line carried and winning
over the workers. In such a case one should take the risk and be
prepared to go to prison for a while, and upon leaving prison. to

_return from exile,

Ly =

start work again. It is necessary to send these working men to

apply themselves to all the branches of Party and trade union

work. It is necessary to learn how to put questions properly, to
choose rapidly and correctly the right moment, to correct the line
in good time, to write a good article, good not in the sense of style
—although good style would not be a bad thing, either—but in the
sense that, the questions in the article are put in a proper way so
that they are quite plain to the workers. They should work 2ll the
time among the masses. They should be made to understand that
they must have an ear for what the masses say, but mey should
not always do what the masses propose. On the contrary, they
should tell the masses what the masses have to do. Then real
leaders'sill arise from the workers themselves., With such workers

-the Party and trade union organisation will not be isolated from

the broad masses, and there will be no separation of the leaders
from, the mass of workers. Then the problems which you now
raise, namely, to prevent such separation, will cease to exist.

One !cannot make a leader out of a worker who is class con-
scious and analyses events, but fights shy of work. The Russian
Bolsheviks had a school that turned working men into leaders. At
the time of strikes, demonstrations, meetings, distribution of litera-
ture, and so ‘on, the workers would fall into the hands of the police
who usuhlly beat them up and threw them into jail. There the
workers would meet experienced Bélsheviks who would give them a
bit of their mind, and sometimes even teach them to read and write.
And the workers would come out of prison, or, if sent into exile,
having acquired some knowledge, sometimes
quite a good deal of knowledge, in addition to the experience which
they had prier to their arrest. qul such-an equipment they would
take up ,tevolut.xonary work. Thesg were the elements which pro-
duced working men leaders who bqre the brunt of the fight waged
by the Bplshevik Social Democratw Labour Party, later the Russian
Communist Party, and who took part in and organised the October
Revolution. Spme of them are now in leading positions in the
Soviet economic, Party, trade union, and kolkhoz institutions en-
gaged-in the work of socialist comstruction; we see the same in
other countries.

I think that India, too, will give us leaders .coming from the

- working class. I am sure of it.

Question No. 16.—How should ‘the Central Committee work
when it is in part composed of workers who do not know English,
of comrades who speak Hindi or other native languages? Under
such conditions will not the intellectuals always be the leaders?
How should we help the workers in this matter?

Answer.—Why should the Central Committee be obhged to use
the Engpsh language? If the majority speak Hindi, then this
language ‘should be used and translations should be made from this
language into the other languages, including English. Language
difficulties should not be a hindrance to common work. On the
Executive of the Comintern and on the Central Council of the Red
International of Labour Unions there are representatives of many
parties and trade unions, who speak many different tongues. At
the Plenums and Congresses of the Comintern and the R.IL.U.
translations of speeches and reports are made into eight or ten
languages. At the closed conferences to which outside translators
cannat be invited, the translations from one language into another
are done by those members of the conference who know languages.

In my opinion the language difficulty should hot be a hindrance
to the promotion of leaders from among the workers. The language
difficulty should not serve as a reason for the intellectuals to be
the sole leaders. It will all depend on the knowledge, ability,
energy and experience of the workers who sit on the Central
Committee.

Even before 1905 our Russian Bolshevik comrades had com-
mltt,ees whose leaders were workers and not intellectuals. There is
no reasox;\ why India should not have such committees. In the last
few years there were big strikes in India. Surely some of the
leaders in these strikes were workers. That you failed to find out
these working men leaders, that you failed to recruit them into the
movement and help them to get acquainted with Communist
literature is a different matter altogether. And, finally, is it so
difficult to learn English? Special care should be taken to teach
really reyolutionary workers with practical experience who apply
correct tactics in the fight. It is necessary to teach them English,
give thexp a political education and help them to become real
leaders. |

By 1ts number of languages India may be compared with auto-
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cratic Russia, where 110 languages were spoken. .Nevertheless,
Russians, Poles. Lats Lithuanians, Jews, Georgians, Armenians and
many others worked in common, fought hand in hand in a glorious
way. Differences of language are no hindrance to common work.
What we require is real, good workers who know their taskland are
illing to work, workers who have had the experience of organising
strikes, demonstrations. who have organised the peasants in the
villages against the landlords. There is nothing terrible if they do
not know the English language. Why should it be a rule to speak
English on the Central Committee, why not speak Hindi or some
other language? . )
Question No. 17.—-What should be the position of a bureaun of a
provincial Party committee when its resoluiion is voted down by
the majority of the committee? .
Answer.—Such cases when a decisioi: of a bureau is considered
to be wrong by a mqjor‘x.y of the committee, are very rare. If the
conflict arose over a very serious guestion of principles, then it is
obvious that the bureau will have to be re-elected. It may happen
that the bureau refuses to carry out a policy imposed upon it by the
committee, a policy which it considers wrong., and inn that case it
will itself submit to re-elcction. The Central Committee may learn
of the conflict either from the bureau itself or from individual
members of the committee without receiving the minutes of the
meeting, and the Central Comniittee may repeal the wrong decision
of the committee. In such a casc the Central Committee would
have to send somebody to explain to the cemmittee that its de-
cision was wrong. Should the committee insist upon its point of
view, the Central Committee would have the alternative of either
dissolving the committee, which it is fully entitled to do. or of pro-
posing to the Party organisation to elect a new committee.
Question No. 18 —What are the weaknesses in the Punjab
provincial Communist Party, and how are they to be overcome?
Answer.—I thirx that these weaknesses have their origin in
the composition of the population in the Punjab province. The
population there is mainly engaged in agricultural and handicraft
pursuits, there are few industrial districts, and the village itself
is of a chequered nature. How are all these heterogeneous groups
to be organised, what demands should be advanced, how are we
to get them interested? On this it is very difficult for me to say
something definitec. The weakness of the organisation there
springs from this heterogeneousness, but I am not cognisant of
the exact facts of their weaknesses.

ON THE PARTY PRESS )
Question No. 19.—How should a paper be organised, what
shall we do in places where the population speaks something like
ten languages? Shall we publish the paper in one centre or
rather send the articles to the provinces to have them reprinted
there? How shall-we organise the editorial board of such a paper?
If we have no possibility of publishing more than one paper,

should we issue a paper that is published openly. or one that is
not? " ~

Answer.—]1 think it is nec&ssary for you first of all to make
up your mind as to whom exactly you are going to influence by
your paper. At first you should publish a paper for the workers
of the large factories and mills. Then, when the Communist
forces increase and the connections with the workers, who speak
other languages, widen out, it will be necessary to try and trans-
late the paper and have it published also in other languages. The
paper should be published in the language spoken by the over-
whelming majority of the workers of the given industrial town or
province. Leaflets should be published for those workers who
speak a language in which a paper could not be published owing
to language difficulties. The work should always be arranged in
accordance with the available forces. It should be borne in mind
that by publishing a paper for the bulk of the workers, the Party
organisation and the Communist groups will gradually extend
their influence and their connections among them, and through
them the Communists will most certainly have the possibility of
getting in touch with the workers whe speak other languages.

As o the composition of the editorial board, it ‘should be
formed of persons who know the respective language and environ-
ment which the given paper is to serve. That does not neces-
sarily mean that the editorial board must consist of persons of
the given nationality. But what is necessary is that on the
editorial board should be those comrades who'know that language
and are able to write in that language; this will avoid the need
for translations, which take up an enormous amount of time. - It

€
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is necessary to watch maz the paper contains articles wblc.h ex-
plain to the warkers in a popular language every important fact
and every event. This is particularly necessary when it is in-
tended to organise a demonstration, a strike or similar aption.
Should it be impossible to find an adequate number of comrades
who can write in the language in which it is decided to publish
the paper, it will be necessary to put on the editorial board coms
rades who do 1ot know the respective languages, and in t.hlt case
it will be necessary to hiive the articles translated.

Now the question is: what paper should be issued first: one
that 1s published openly or one-that is not? In the latter case
it can be published at a very small expense. It would require
the help of a few comrades only. Such a paper could be
In a_very primitive fashion. The comrade who writes for the-
paper could print it, too. Apart from this, such papers hive the -
advam&ge that one can write in them anything one wishes. .-

Nevertheless, it is necessary 1o publish a paper openly if me
necessary forces are available. Such a paper requires greater forves,
as nobody will read it if it is badly printed- It must be printed well,
The reading matter must be written very cautiously. A ‘paper
published openly can get a large circulation. It can pay #ts ways
and, what is of chief importance, can:maintain a much bigger
statf of writers and correspondents than .a paper which is not:
published openly. Such a paper creates and trains a gregter
body of a:nveWorkersbecausenxsmdbvnmuehlmmnum--
ber of workers. :

"It is very difficult for me to answer the question as to what
is preferable: a paper published openly or one that is not. One
cannot be substitutéd for the other. Each has its positive and
negative sides. The best is to have both, but'if there are not
sufficient forces for both papers, it is best to organise the paper
which the Party organisation can bring out with the~ lﬂﬂlhh
forces.

The central organ of the Party must not openly any-
how. If the Party is underground, it must spe:k all it thinks
through its central organ. This, however, does not mean that
the Central Committee may not publish another paper openly
which will not call itself thc Party organ.

THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE PARTY ommsulmu
AND COMMUNIST FRACTIONS IN THE TRADE UNIONS
TRADE UNION QUESTIONS )
Question No. 20.—What should be done to make the comudu

B ——

" understand the difference between a fraction in a trade union md~

a Party organisation? How should they work?

Answer.—How are fractions organised in the trade unlom?
Communists, and sometimes also trustworthy- sympathisers, who
are on some branch committee of a trade union, are organised into
a fraction of this trade union branch. The fraction decides on
questions connected with this trade union branch. The Com-
munists of the fraction, if they form a minority in the trade union
branch, arrange among themselves how they are to work, what
propositions they are to make, and how they are to vote on this or'
that resolution introduced by the leaders of the union, and sa on.
But if the Communists, together with their sympathisers, are in a
majority in the trade union branch, they should arrange among
themselves about the proposals to be brought up before the com-
mittee on which there are also non-Party members. Such Com-
munist,_ fractions-may, in accordance with the number of Com-
munists on such a trade union committee, elect either a sécretary
or a leadership of three comrades who shall prepare the material
for the meetings of the Communist fraction and shall be respondble
for the calling of the {raction meetings.

Now, suppose this trade union branch committee calls a geuer_al
meeting of members of the town or of the district. Then, quite
irrespective of whether there is a majority of Communists on the
committee er not, the Communists shall, before the general trade
union meeting takes place, have a general meeting of all Com-
munist members of this trade union and the Communﬂst members
of the committee should make a report to this-meeting upon the
nature of the general trade union meeting to be held, at which non-
Party members will be present, too. The Comununists should be
told what resolutions will be submitted to that meeting, 5o that they
know how to act and vote at that meeting. Prior to the general
trade union meeting the Communists must decide as to the attitude
they are to adopt in regud to the resolutions which will be sub-
mitted to the general meeting, 50 that the Communists are able to
carry out the decisions adopted at their meeting and, before the

~
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trade union meeting takes place, and at t.he meet.mg itself, to carry
on a campaign in favour. of these decisions among the non-Party
members, The questions which come up for discussion at the trade
unions and the fractions are mainly connected with trade union
"life, tradé union tactics, trade union organisation, trade union
demands and trade union struggle.

Now let us take the Party organisation. The latter, although
it gives great attention to trade union questions, does not limit its
work to trade unions, it has bther. tasks besides. It discusses, it
must discuss and decide on questions conneeted with the fight
agamst lmpenahsm such questions, say, as the attitude to the con-
stitution, to passive resistance, to the tactics of the National Con-
gress, to unemployment, to taxes, to self-government, to the
Co-operative  Moyement, to education,. to the sale of peasant
property to the usurek etc. One may cite a hundred questions,
including trade union questions, whieh are part of the work of the
Party organmat.xon, the Party organisation must formulate its
attitude to thesé questions, which it must discuss and decide upon.
The Party organisation must pubhbh literature on all such ques-
tions and must provide its speakers at meetings:

A Communist who, for instance, is in the fraction of the Metal
Workers' Union, is at the same time a member of his Party
organisation and belongs to the Party cell at the factory or mill
where he works. He discusses in his Parly organisation all the
questions which I have just enumerated, but at the same time,
being a member .of the Metal Workers' Union, he discusses at the
Communist fraction as a member of this fraction, the question of
how to carry into life the decisions of the Party organisation and
also questions which are connected with the Metal Workers’ Union
or ¢ven questions which are connected with the trade union move-
ment in general. The Communist fractions must bring up for dis-
cussion in the Party orgamsatlons trade union questions such as
trade union tactics and all important qucstlons of' trade union
principle. The Party organisation must decide on the tactics and
policy to be pursued in these great questions before they are taken
up by the trade unions, and the Communists of, say, the Metal
~Workers' Union, Woodworkers’ Union, etc., must give effect to these
resolutions of-the Party organisation in their trade unions.

Thus the Party organisauon guides the work of the Communist
fractions.

A plain example, showlng the difference between these two
orgnnisations and their tasks, is sufficient for any comrade to
nnderstand that the Communist fractions are not to be confused
with the Party organisations.

‘ Questlon No. 21 ~—Should we unite thh the Kandalkar erm
Kamga;"

9 A swer.-—Generally speakmg, one could agree to unite all trade

unions of various tendencies in a given mdustry Hence it follows

" that one ought to unite with the-Kandalkar Girni Kamgar trade

unions, too. However, it is essential that Communist work should
be camed on within -the Girni Xamgar and generally wnhm the
united. and separate trade unions (in all trade unions of all
tendencies). One should fight there for Communist influence, gain
adherents and organise Communist fractions.

There is one condition which would justify ghe existence of two
unions in one industry, namely, when it is impossible to turn the

united trade unions into class organisations of the working -class;-

into organisations which would really fight for the interests of the
workers. But in order to convince the working masses, it is neces-
sary first to organise united trade unions, and iir those industries
in which parallel unions exist, as, for instance, in the textile in-
dustrv it is necessary to unite them, and inside thése united trade
unions endeavour to turn them into class organisatiops of the
workers. And only when this proves impossible should revolution-
ary trade unions be organised separately, and ev. ervthing should be
done to turn them into mass organisations. It is necessary that the
work in the revolutionary trade unions should be well conducted,
so as to beat the reformist trade unions by this good work: That
means that we must.-have at the head of our unions energetic and
efficient revolutionaries.

_Question No. 22.—As soon as the Communists begin to consoli-
datedate their influence in some trade union. the reformists and

the national reformists immediately try to expel the Communists or -

to split the union. What should be done in such c1rcumstances"
Answer.—I think this is an exaggeration. We know of the spht

which otcurred at the General Trade Union Congress at Calcutta.

In my opinion the: Communists there vielded to provocation. They

-

- ‘differeifce between the reformists and the revolutionary trade

. But if lhe Comniunists mll give first place to such very “im-

:wn into a discussion of insignificant but provocative ques-

were

tions before the opening of the Congress. What were the questions
upon which the Congress had split? These were questions of who
should be chairman, of confidence in the chairman, and of how the

mandales were to be distributed. This gave the splitteérs the op-
port{umty for which they wéte looking, they isolated us from the
masses' who followed their lead and effected the split. But if, in-
stead of this, the Communists had raised the question of the
amt;ude to the general railwaymen'’s strike, for which the railway-
men were then 'preparing on many of the lines, and if the Com-
munists had worked out a plain and popular programme of trade
union work for the next six months, the Kandalkar and the
folldwers of Roy and Bose would not have succeeded in splitting the
Congress and ejecting the Communists.
Just compare the resolutions of the two parallel congresses
which met immediately aftet the split—those of the revolutionary
¢ union cengress and of the reformist. On a number of im-
riant questions the lcsolumon.s were almost similar. How is this
to be explained? It is explb.med by the fact that the relormists
wishied [to confuse the workers so that they should not see the

-y

unions, and they succeeded in that. The Communists failed to
exposé jthe reformists and the national-reformists.  Where the
Commuhists work well and manage to get on their side the majority
or at least a considerable number of members in a particular trade
union, ik it possible that the reformists wiil be able to expel them? *
No, the| reformists will be afraid to expel them from the union.

portant” questions as who is to be chairman, or whose mandate is
legitimate and whose is not, then of course the reformists will be
able ‘to e;\pel them, because such guestions are much too difficult
for the great mass of rank and file members.

Consequently; it all comes to the question of the metheds of
work: in the trade unions. If the Communists will raise big ques-._...
tions, important questions, which closely affect the masses and are |
clear to the masses, and if the Communists will constantly work ;
among the masses, it will not be possible for the reformists to expel
Lhem And if, in spite of all that, they are expelled, then the great
mass of members will follow them. This is precisely the task.

Question No. 23.—Strikes in India break out easily. In view of
this, is it necessary to make special preparations for a strike and
carry on special work among the workers, or could one call a strike
within tfwo or three weeks? 'What should be the minimum time
necessary to prepare a strike?

Answer.—I do ‘not think the conditions in diﬁerent factories
and mills in all seasons are such that the workers would come out
on strike at any time. Even assuming that theavorkers are always
on strike. what of it? To begin a strike is not everything, it is
necessary to have good leadership, and that the leaders should be
connected with the workers. It is necessary that the leaders defend
the demhnds of the workers 'well. it is necessarv that the leadevs
organise|the participation of the workers in picketing, and keep off
the strike-breakers. It is necessary that the leaders gauge in ad- ,
vance the right moment for taking up negotiations with the em-
ployers. | The strike leaders should not allow themselves to be
tricked ' by the employers, and finally it is necessary that the
leaders show great 'elasticity} they_should stop the strike at the
proper time, even if it is necessary to make certain concessions and
sometimes it may be necessary to call off the strike without having
gained anything, in which case all the workers should return to
work (in ‘prder to prepare for a new struggle.

I will say even that much. Not always must Communists call
a strike. 'On the contrary, sometimes they should hold the workers

back from: striking. If the Communists have made a preliminary
study of |the situation in a given industry, and if, let us say, there
is a crisis§ when unemployment is great and there are unsold stocks,
the employers are not reducing the conditions of the workers, then
the Communists must abstain from calling strikes.
if it is a foregone conclusion that the strike will be lost, since it will
play into the iands of the employers. a strike should not be called.
Dxt'feren( methods of struggle should then be emploved. And there
are such*methods besides strikes—the Italian “strike,” i.e., sabo-
taging v.‘ork that is to say, if the boss pays 20 rupees a month, he

And generally, -

shall get 20 rupees worth of work and not a penny more. 1}

’I’hxs question was formulated as though the workers were ready
to st.rike at any moment. In reality, however, it is not so. When
Commuxilsts start work in a factory at a time when the workers of

i
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that factory have decided upon a strike, the Communists will not
be able to come out against the strike, since they will not have had
the time to make a preliminary study of ail the conditions of which
I spoke previously. It is obvious that they will have to take all
ible measures to make the strike a success, but if they have
worked at that factory for some time and have made a study of the
prevailing conditions then, before commencing the strike they
should devote their attention to the question of leadership, and to
the conditions under which the strike is to be carried on. If the
conditios are not suitable, it is necessary to discuss the quesuon
with the Communist comrades in the factory, to consult the trade
union f{raction and the Party organisation. If they all come o the
_ conclusion that the strike must not be called, then the Communists
should come out agamst the strike. But it.is quite a different
matter if a political strike breaks out in the country, or in a town,
or in an entire industry. In that case the Communists in the
factory must call for a strike, irrespective of the situation iu the
given industry, and must do all they can to brnng out &s many
workers as possible to join the strike.

Question No. 24.—Whut line should Communists follow during
a strike when the reformists are in a majoriyy whiie the Com-
munists are in a minority, on the strike commitiee, or have no
representatives at all there? Under what condiuons aill they be
justified in forming their own strike committee?

Answer.—A strike committee 1s elected at meetings: It is
necessary for the Communists to organise their followers so that
even if they fail to get a majority they should at least be repre-
sented on the strike commitiee. If they are at all represented
on the strike committee, they should put forward their tactics
against the wrong tactics of the reformists. The Communist pro-
posals should be made known among the strikers. In the event
of the Communists being weakly represented on the strike .oom-
mittee, it will be necessary (o carry on a wide agitation, a general
as well as an individual agitation, against the reformists, to de-
mand the calling of a general meeting at which they should put
the Communist tactics in opposition to those of the reformists,
and demand the election of a new committee, etc. Should the
majority be against the Communists proposals, the Communists
should not rest, but continue to expose the reformists in their
betrayval of the interests of the workers. The Communists cannot
elect their own strike committee if they are in a minority at the
meetings of the strikers. Should the meeting express its wish to
elect a new sirike committee while the oid committee declines to
lay down its mandate, the new strike committee elected at the
meeting should assume full power and inform the employers that
all negotiations with the old strike committee will have no eflect
whatever, and their decisions will be null and void. But what is
most essential is that the new committee should work better and
more efficiently than the reformist strike committee.

Question No. 25.—What form should the trade unions assume
where, owing to the prevailing terror, it is impossible to do the
work openly?

Answer.—If there are regions in India where trade unions are
not permitted by law, it is necessary to form undergrcund trade
unions. These would be small organisations which, however, may
lead large masses of workers at the moment when the movement
broadens out. When an underground trade union prepares a strike at
a factory and the mass of the workers at that factory are ready. they
should be advised to elect a strike committee to lead the strike.
The underground trade union can lead the strike through the strike
committee elected by the workers before the strike, and this leader-
ship of the underground trade union may be exercised without
attracting attention. But if the movement is big and the mem-
bers of the trade union exercise a great influence on the workers
of the factory involved, the workers may be told openly that the
leadership of the strike is in the hands of the underground trade
union.

What legal possibilities are there in a district where the trade
unions are not permitted by law? Offe can organise a mutual
ald society, and if it is possible to organise such a society in one
industry then mixed mutual benefit societies can be organised
covering several industries. Such societies could provide aid in
case of a strike. in the case of total or partial disability, in the
case of death of some member of the family, in case of travelling
irom one city to another and finally even unemployvment benefits.

If there is a possibility of organising such a society in a par-
ticular industryv-and the leadership of this society will be in the

7
/

hands of Communists and thew/sympamlaers. then the under--
ground trade union which exisis in that industry can make use
o(uussocietyuslenl ty. If there is nouw

society which will perform the duties of underground tndc nnson
orgamsa.uoms {

which are affiliated to the general mutual aid society o(
industries into a branch:of the main mutual aid soctety. In this
way, it may be possible to penetrate into the other industries and
work there. ' This may be the beginning of the orgauisation -of
trade unions in each industry and may lay the foundation for l
lead of the masses in particular industries.

Question No. 26.—How sho#ld the financial affairs of under-
ground trade unions be managed, md how should their minutes
be kept?

Answer.—Names of comrades should not. mmre in u:aounh. ;
Evervthing should be put in figures‘—Nos."1, 2, 3, and 5o on. The -
names of these comrades should be kept by the secretary in
cypher showing that comrade so-and-so is No. i comrade o-and-so
is No. 2, and so on. The object upon which the motey. is -ex-
pended, the amount of membership contributions paid in, amounts
paid as a donation, and so on should be indicated in the
and expenditure. The same thing with the mihutes: Present, -
Nos. 1, 2, 3, etc, such-and-such questions were discussed, this and
that was decided, No. so-and-so was instfucted to-do this and that,
and so on. So that if the minutes-fall into the hands of the
police they should not be able to decipher them. Minutes could
be abandoned altogether, and only a record of the adopted resolu-
tions should be kept. But then it will be necessary to establish a
strict watch over the carrying out, of the decisions

Question No. 27.—How is a seamen's union to be otnnlnd?

Answer.—It is, of course, necessary to form an initiative group, -

~ composed of seamen, who should undertake the task of organising

a trade union in one of the ports. They must establish contacts
with steamers registered in that port and with the dockers. When
these connections grow wider, the initiators, who organised the
union in that port, should send to each steamer seamen to carry
on the work among the crew and form small groups of the given
trade union on these vessels. It i8 most essential that there should
be an embryonic orgarisation of such a union on the sgteamers.
At first one port chould be organised, and then one shouid get °
in touch with the otfers. mthunysm’numonvmh
organised.

Question No. 28.—What is the best way to carry on the work
on plantations, where admission to outsiders is pmh!bwed?

Answer.—I do not quite understand the question. Are these
plantation workers cut off from /all the world? During holidays
outsiders no doubt could come to the plantations, or the workers
of the plantations ¢ould go elsewhere. Now, if it is impossible to
get through to the plantations, then one could try to influence
the workers when they are not on the plantation, or one could
penétrate to the plantations under the guise of a “ relation,” since
relatives are permitted to visit the plantations. - Again, one could
send some skilled workers who would begin to work there in the
way indicated before, when I spoke about starting work in a fac-
tory. It is impossible that there should be no means-of penetrat-
ing into the plantation, either through some workers or * rela-
tives.” In one way or another, a wty can be found tq the pump
tion.

I think that even being outside, one may know well ﬂut is
going on at the plantation. Very likely there is a number of
people at the plantation who come and go, bringing merchandise,
transporting goods, people who do repairs, bricklayers, carpenters,
etc. You cbuld bring your influerice to bear upon the plantation
workers through their agency, and through them distribute
leaflets, etc. The work on the planfations must be otnnhed
specially.

QUESTIONS OQNCBINING THE NATIONAL uovnlnrr

Question No. 20.—What is the best form of Communist work
in the national reformist parties of India? What are the best
methods to apply in the work of liberating the workers from the
influence of the National Congress? -
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and for the half-hearted struggle which the
partjes might lead and which the National
.in respect to British imperialism. It cannot
take upon itself the responsibility for the duping of the masses
practised by the National Congress. Therefore the Communist
Party as such cannot join these organisations, but they may be
-Party mass organisations that are under the
munist Party. For instance, if there are
_connected with the Party, such as the Anti-
or even some trade unions’ organisations, they,
could join such national

influence of the -
mass organisation,
Imperialist League,

. organisations.

”' Thus, the Communists could influence the rank and file of the
national parties and of the National Congress through these or-
ganisations. They could come out with criticism, and put forward
proposals to wage a real fight against British imperialism. The
leadership of the national reformist parties and of the National
Congress would not support these proposals and would thus dis-
credit itself. The organisations that are close to the Communist
Party could propose to organise demonstrations against the con-
stitution, against one or another of the acts of the government,

“against the shooting down of Indian peasants by the British,
.agalnst the suppression of peasant uprisings, etc. The leadership

would, of course, refuse to organise such demonstrations and so on.
and would thus discredit itself. The Communist Party, together
with all the revolutionary organisations, could organise and carry
through a mass demonstration despite the National Congress and
the national parties. The masses would then see that there is a
party dnd an organisation which really fights against imperialism.

'The working masses, and even the peasants, really wish to fight
against British imperialism. The more so that-the methods of fight
employed by the Nattonal Congress have so far yielded no tangible
results. If within the National Congress there were revolutionary
trade union elements, or such an crganisation as the Anti-Imperial-
ist League.! which would advance their own tactics, their own

® methods of .‘?rganlsation their own resolutions against thoso of the

l

leadership, hen ithe masses would follow them.

Only' by such methods of work, only by merciless criticism and
by organising the fight in real earnest, can the masses be freed from
the influen¢e of the leaders of the National Congress, and not only
the working masses, but also the peasantry, and even the petty
bourgeoisie,w If inside the National Congress, led by Gandhi, there
were groups which, along with the special agents sent by the
National Congress with the object of requesting the peasants to pay
taxes, would send their own representatives who would advance our
slogans and agitate against paying taxes, ete;; whom do you think
the peasants would follow—those who ask them to pay taxes, or
those who advise them not to-pay -taxes? Up till now all the
national organisations, including the “Left” in the National Con-
gress, never fought British imperialisin, let alone the bourgeoisie
and the landlords in India. Moreover, together with the National
Congress, they fooled. the masses by their *“ passive resistance™ to
the measures of British imperialism. = By-that subterfuge they
kept the masses back from fighting. )

The method of exposing the National Congress and its “ Lett ™
members has nothing in common. with the tactics of the renegade
"Roy. The latter proposes to support the * Left " national-reformists
and turn the bourgeois National Congress into ®-revolutionary
party. The renegade Roy is thereby confusing the workers and
pegsants, he is trying to turn the working class into an appendage
‘of the reformist bourgeoisie and prevent the organisation of a
‘Communist Party and the establishment of the hegemony of the

king class in the mass anti-imperialist and agrarian movement.

In India special agents of te National Congress go round the
villages inviting the peasants to boycott British and foreign goods
in general, and to buy only goods of native manufacture These
azents are practically the agents of the Indmn bourzeome Now,
if 'within the National Congress there were e}emem: who would
show that-all this was done in the interests 'of the Indian bour-
geoisie, which pays low wages to the workers, does not carry on a

e

real fight for freedom, and so on, would that not free considerable
sectidns of workers and peasants from the influence of the National
Congkcss? Only thus, whe:n the Communists will work.-well among
the masses who follow the National Congress, will they free the
massés from the influence of the national reformists of ail shades

and at the same time consolidate their own influence over the *

working ‘¢lass and peasant masses.

Queﬂlon No. 30.—England has now oﬁered a draft of a new
constitution. But the revolutionary woerkers. as ¢one may see from
the press, speak only about economic struggle, about the strikes of
the t}exme workers, and so on. Is that correct? What is more
lmpottant to carry on a fight against the constitution and for the
freedom’of the country, or to organise a strike of textile workers
against lowering of wages and against discharges?

Answer.—]I find it difficult to say which is the most important.
Nothinc; will come out of a fight against the constitution, where the
workers 'have no experience of economic fights in the defence of
their|interests. You cannot separate the economic fights from the
political fights. If you analyse the big movements of the past you
will always find that both methcds of fight are interlinked and
mergc into one another.

Let us take the example of tsarist Russia—what came ﬁrst the
poht.lcal ‘imass fight or the economic? The Party carried on a
political | agitation which trained and united the vanguard of the
workingclass. But how did the movement of the broad working-
class masses come about? When an economic strike was brewing
somewhere, partial demands would be advanced, demands which in
con‘pari.'s,on with the political tasks confronting the workers were
small. These demands, such as an increase of wages, a reduction
of working hours were understood -by the wide masses of the
workers. Therefore in the first place only these demands were
formerly advanced and served as a starting point for the further
development of the mass struggle, and not the immediate fight
against aptocracy. It seemed that these ‘were small demands, but,
if the workers in Russia had not learnt to go on strike for such
demands, they would no doubt never have Succeeded in overthrow-
ing autocracy with such comparative ease.

How did-these events happen? Take the big smke in the South
of Russia in 1903. The strike originated as a mere economic strike.
During that strike the Party organised big demonstrations of
strikers fogether with workers froin other industries not involved
in the strike. the police interfered, made arrests, and began to beat
up the workers. Then even the most backward workers, who
probab‘ly never thought of fighting against autocracy, whose only
wish was to get a little more wages, and to work a lttle less, saw
ranged against them the whole power of the State, the police, the
governor, and so on. And helped by the Party organisation of the
Bolsheviks they came to realise that in order to improve their
economi¢ position it was also necessary to fight against the system,
i.e., against autocracy and capitalisin.

Thus a movement which began as an _economic strike turned
under the influence of the Balshevik Party, and of the action of the
police into a big political fight. If the workers had not had that
experience, if the masses themselves had not had that lesson, would
they have joined in such big numbers the political demonstrations?
Of course not. There were cases, for instance, in 1904, when
political strikes were organised and economic demands were ad-
vanced, and vice versa, there were cases of economic strikes when
the strikers advanced political demands, which included the libera-
tion of the arrested comrades; freedom of strike, freedom of com-
bination. spéech and press. Both these methads of struggle were
interlinked. And because of this they have succeeded in permeaung
the workers’ demands with a political spirit,

Take another'instance from the history of the Russian revolu-
tionary movement, such as January 9, 1905, when the agents
provocateurs and the priests, in order to thwart the influence of

- the Bolshevik Party among the workers, organised a workers' pro-

tession to the tsar in order to submit to him a petition to improve
their lot. At the meetings where the demands to be included in
the petition were being formulated, members of our Bolshevik
Party would stand up and propose demands which formed part of
the minimum programme of the Bolshevik Party, and with these
demands the workers went to the tsar.

Three years of proper work on the part of the Bolshevik
Party, durmg which economic demands of the workers were
blended' with political demands, and economic struggles turned
into political struggles, proved sufficient to- win the broad masses

.
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of the Petersburg proletariat for the minimum programme of the
Bolshevik Party. The same was the case in other towns beskdes
Petersburg.

From this you will see that your question is wrongly formu-
lated. You must not consider these two aspects as.contradictory.
There is nothing to hinder the Communists from turning a textile
strike or a metal strike into a political strike against the constitu-
tion. Nobody,
munists from doing it. It all depends on the Party organisation,
on the Communists, and on their ability- to work. It should be
made plain to the workers that they can greatly and lastingly
improve their position only under a workers’ government. The
question of a rise in the wages of textile workers should be linked
up with the necessity to fight against the miserable constitution
of British imperialism and for a revolutionary democratic govern-
ment of the workers and peasants, which will develop into the
dictatorship of the proletariat.

Question No. 31.—What should be done if some members of
the National Congress form a *“ Left ™ party? They write about it
in the papers. How are we to judge whether it is “ Left,” or not,
and what are we to do?

" Answer.—Evidently there is something behind it, and there is
a tendency to form a “Left” grouping eithér in opposition to or
as a part of the National Congress. Gandhi gave up even passive
resistance. This evidently means that he supports the constitu-
tion. Fhere may be some elements in the National Congress who
are not in agreement with the constitution. It is even possible
that some groups inside the Congress will attempt to change the
leadership of the National Congress. However, outside the Com-
munist Party and the Communist groups, ther¢ are hardly any
organised elements who really wish to carry on the fight against
‘British imperialism to the end.

When I speak of Communists and Communist groups, I do not
mean to say that they are the only people who really wish to and
do fight against British imperialism. It is possible that some
pseudo-* Left” leaders of the National Congress will form some
such party with a high-sounding name, which will lavishly usé
radical phrases so as to kecp the masses from turning their back
upon the Congress, so as to prevent them from looking for new
leaders, so as to prevent the revolutionary masses from joining the
really revolutionary organisations, or to be more exact, the Com-
munist Party.

How are they to be detected? In the situation which we have
in India this is very easy. One should find out what they say and
what they do. If they call a general strike against the constitu-
tion, the Communists Will support the strike. If the strike suc-
ceeds, the Communists should in the process of the strike advance
new demands as for instance, the demand for the liberation of the
arrested comrades, universal suffrage for all toilers, the withdrawal
of the British troops, etc.

Should the new party call demonstrations against British im-
perialism, the Communists will not be against it. Should they call
big meetings against British imperialism, the Communists will
have to put forward their speakers to show the masses the way to
get rid of both British imperialism and the native bourgeoisie. At
the demonstrations too the Communists should march separately
with their own slogans and streamers. They should endeavour to
act independently, and independently to call demonstrations, etc.
Should the new “Left” party decline to support our demonstra-
tions, it will only prove to the workers that it is not much better
than the National Congress.

If, however, the so-called “ Left " party keeps on talking about
fighting British imperialism without calling strikes and demon-
strations against that imperialism, the Communists will have to
expose it. The new “Left”™ party may call for the boycotting of
British goods. Such methods of struggle are employed by the
National Congress too. It is, of course, a measure that hits the
British, and therefore it is not advisable for the Communists to
come out against it.

The bourgeoisie of India strove to confine the national mass
movement to the economic boycott of British goods and to deprive
the boycott of its revolutionary character. The National Congress
was against mass picketing, against dockers’ strikes, etc., against
every revolutionary method of carrying on the mass struggle. The
Communists, who do not refuse to support the boycott, set them-
selves the task of developing the revolutionary struggle to higher
revolutionary forms of mass movement, such as political strikes,
refusal to pay taxes, rent and debts, calling of demonstrations,

and least of all the workers, will deter the Com--
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general political strike, etc. But the reformist National Congress -
is mortally afraid of such methods. That is why it is necessary to

expose the reformist meaning of the boycott. The Party should

explain 1o the massés in popular form that the reformist method

of fight merely favours the Indian bourgeoisie, which only cares

for its profits, since the boycott of British goods, while increasing

the demand for home goods, leads to an increase in the profits of

the Indian bourgeoisie, which, moreover, systematically cbnﬂmud

to reduce the workers' wages.

The Communists should judge these parties by their deeds lnd
accordingly determine their attitude towards them. These “Left "
parties may appear revolutionary, but they will never go farther
than the National Congress people. The Communists will have
to show to the masses the half-heartedness of these parties, and
point out the Cominunist path, the path of the Momuonny
struggle of the working class.

Question No. 32.—Should the Communm.s mnaln loyll to
their former revolutionary organisation, pending the lmuon o(
an All-Indian Communist Party?

Answer.—The questicn of loyalty is not clearly formuhhl
Communists place the fight for Socialism and Communism Ibon
everything else. This fight can be waged and is by :
working ‘class only under the leadership of the Comm
Therefore the Communist Party and its members fight
for the independence of the country from imperialists,
democratic tasks of the revolution, for the abolition of the ¥
landlordism, for satisfying the most urgent needs of the.

i
e}

i
?z:éz

but also for Communism. - For the purpose of accomplishing these
tasks, the Communist Party draws into the struggle-the tolling -
masses of the whole country. “ :
Therefore, the Communists must be guided by the. priaciples,
decisions and directives of the Communist Party, and submit to
its discipline. Theé supreme law for A Communist is loyalty and
devotion to the Communist Party. The Communists are first of

all members of the Communist Party, and this should be their
starting point in all their work. Does that mean that the Com-
munists must not take part in, or belong to national revolutionary.
mass organisations, in order to fight the imperialists? Not at all
But the Communists must explain to the members of those
organisations the Communist Party's point of view on this fight.
They must introduce in these organisations their own proposals
and keep on persuading the members of these organisations to

the country, the transference of the land to the peasants, the
satisfying of the needs of the workers (eight-hour day, increase of
wages, organisation of factory committees, social insurance against
sickness and unemployment, disability, etc., at the expense of the
manufacturers, bankers and the State), the right to strike, the
freedom of association, speech and press, and the formation of &
workers’ and peasants’ revolutionary government—in short to
achieve a complete victory of the workers and peasants. To gain

of the Communist Party, including those that are members of the
proletariat and national revolutionary mass organisations, must
not lose sight of the final aim and must persistently carry out the
decisions and directives of the Pan.y Qrgans. -
Question No. 33.—How are we to win over ta our side
audiences of meetings organised by the National Congress?
Answer.—We should take the example of our Russian fraternal
Party and do it in the way the Bolsheviks did: In Russia after the
February Revolution there were many parties. E
so-called socialists there were two big parties—thé
Mensheviks and the socialist revolutionaries. Th
were actually in power and the Bolsheviks were
the provisional government. All these t.hree

the workers. I repeat, the Mensheviks and the
tionaries were actuzlly in power. They were in a
soviets of the workers’ and soldiers’ depiities, and,
the Bolsheviks managed to win their audiences f

How did they do m Fim of all by timely o
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to the Mensheviks and to the socialist revolutionaries. Now, when ditions of 'labour grew still worse and wages d_rc_;pped still 'lower.
there was to be a meeting at some factory, or at some of the bar- The workers are fighting en/ masse against ‘this deterioration of
®racks, or in the open air, the Bolsheviks would come in an their position, but the trade unions at the head of which are the
organised body and distribute their people throughout the hall or agents of the' class enemy, all these Joshis, Kandalkars, Roys,
meeting place. . r—"k« Boses, Nehrus and their ilk are hindering the organisation txon:
y - T o b ; absence o
‘The first business of the meeting would be to elect a chaipnan ?m’zn:nu:ﬂrb::l gggin“@‘““l P t.hely e:flpllgms tmxe:et‘::ents of the
or a presidium. The names of the comradce the Party wished to class enémy have carried out in a fairly satisfactory r the
~be elected to these posts would be known td the Bolsheviks pregent, order giv’en to them by their masters to disorganise the ranksof the
beforehand, and they would shout out these names, saying: \we organisefl workers hn d thereby to hinder the successful gle
propose comrade so-and-so. as chairman or member of the pre- agﬁinst, the. employers. The broad m. of the In dm:“ug le
sidiym. And straight away they would begin an agitation, dwell- L R Py o0 e holds hundreds of millises of
;nng;’zetl‘:mtg;irgfsoj Oit(l:els cﬁ?—;?::?ﬁ} s:gg.‘-ivt‘;;zot;i c:&dgt’iﬁf et: the Indiﬁu nation ln_a state of starvation, since they are'dpumgﬁng
hear him, etc., and as a result the nominees of. the Party would be ?::n?u;d‘;ndélggénn%n: gfr iﬁ“gﬂgﬁ;ﬁf m?‘;:; t;f: t.gg
" elected. Then, during-the meeting the foMowers of the Bolsheviks ﬂght iy gﬁinst, it 15 inevitable, Therefore, it prefers to' have as
':r"‘::““‘i‘;’::;‘:,ut‘gzyc‘mﬁge :&;"&”&?ﬁgﬁf&‘gﬁ?&;ﬁﬁ; leaders of the national “ fight " against British imperxausm"xﬁolq-_
comrades should get the concluding word, etc. Now, when some fvd;go?\ggéoizgégng??fegiet;r):)et?)? g’gfrgf (g:?(gg;iaggse 'Ir‘kt:e
opponent would' take the floor, the chairman—the nominee of the * British bourgeoisie knows well that with the orgé.nisation of'a seal
Bolsheviks—would immediately write down the name of some &f Communist Party and with the formation of really proletarian
our comrades to follow the speakers, so that the opponent’s speech class tridle urions, .the real fight against British imperia will
should not remain unanswered. Against every proposal of the Men- oor;nne ribe There'foréit, winks at the “struggle ” of the usmNational
sheviks m_)d» the social revolutionaries, the followers of the Bol- Cdngress éarried on in the form of a campaign of * passive‘:'resist.-
shf:\uks' \]VO\:lld coze out with their counter-proposals; th.h.thex‘rr; ance,” which inflicts no harm upon British imperialism, while
ol e Relue, &0, ) . ' making difficult the organisation of a real struggle of the masses
Thus thre Bolsheviks, by dint of good organisation and by the ~of the people against British imperialism; a struggle which spon-
force of their ideology, won audiences from their opponents. I do taneously fiares up in spite of the wishes of the Congress leaders.

ot know of any better methods. I think this is better than taking 7 s these Ghandhis, Nehrus, Boses and their like organise the
platforms by force and ejecting opponents from the hall. TheseT campaign of “ passive resistance " so as to create an appearance of
last methods may create the impression that Communists are nof

’ a fight and thereby sow illusions among the masses, posing as the

strong i arguments against their opponents and therefore resort real champions of the cause of tli@ people.

to force. This does not necessarily mean that force should never ) ) ;

be used. : The Indian papers recently are full of news about the con-

i ) . fiscation of property and the driving of the peasants off the land

Question No. 34.—Against what parties, organisations and for non-payment of taxes, rent and debts.

groups attempting to inhfluence the working class should the fight Heré X few fact

be carried on, 50 as to help the Communist Party of India to turn erg.are a few Iacts.

into a real Bolshevist Party? The'“ Times of India,” in its issue of March 31, 1933, write:—

; ; . st P "For default in the payment of revenue due in March 1,

Answer.—The main tasks confronting the Communist Party ot
'Indial;rw:the fight against British tml;%rialism, the fight 'aga};nst 96 estates and 1,188 khas mahal tenures have been advertised
the landlords, the feudal princés and the Indian bourgeoisie. For for sale.” .(In Putni.) i
that purpose it must in the first place organise the working class, The *Advance,” in its issue of April 21, 1933. communicates

drawing the class-conscious vanguard of that class into the Com- from Comila:—
munist Party and the broad working-class masses into the class * About 18,000 Tamadi rent and money suits were filed in
labour organisations, primarily ipto the trade unions. Unfortu-

i the Civil Courts . . . as against 12,000 last year.”
xr:‘atel_yist?:a;:il;s?c?éi:lyn;:?hsﬁtk;?ihzggoizﬂe c!lfsts:l; ggigohlz; The “Liberty,” in its issue of April 21, 1933, writes (from
a real Communist Party, tt;e fight against all the enemies of the Munshigianj) (Dacca District) about the extraordinary high num-
Indian le will assum;e really huge dimensions. That is why the ber of cases lodged at court, mostly in connection with non-payment
class enlemlv has taken every .step to hinder the éreation of such & of rent. This year such cases reached 4,339 as compared with 2,550
party. With the help of the police a “Communist” Party last year. " Of these “ about 90 per cent. are for recovery of rent and
was formed which did absolutely nothing for the working class. D€ Test on simple and mortgaged bonds.:

In this manner the class enemy wants to discredit the real Com- . The same paper writes in its issue of April 22, 1933:—
unist Party in the eyes of the workers. However, this trick of “ More than 5,000 rent suits were filed in the Civil Courts.
e British imperialists has been exposed. Now the class enemy 3 Besides these a large number of certificate cases were
does everything possible to sow discord among the numerous Com- filed against the tenants of the Nawab Bahadur of
munist groups which exist in many towns of India so as to hinder Murghidabad.”

them from uniting into an all-Indian Communist Party. ' Further, the same paper in its issue of June 8 writes that the
The class enemy—British imperialism, the landlords, the property of 12 villages in Debra Thana was confiscated for non-
feudal lords and the Indian bourgeoisie, realising the great, attrac- ‘payment of taxes.
~tion which trade union organisations have for the workers and The | courts usually give their judgment in favour of the land-
fearing that the Communists would create proletarian class trade lords, of the State and of the money-lenders. The property of the
unions, have instructed their agents—the «weactionary lawyers of peasants is confiscated or sold for a song. ;
the type of Joshi or Giri who represent the interests of British |

imperialism, the liberal Gandhists of the type of Mehta, the me!same.paper. ih its issue of April 22, 1933, wriles that the
“Left” reformists of the type of Bose, Kandalkar and others to collecting Panchayet attached -~7 . movables worth Rs. 10 be-
organise trade unions, in which the posts of chairman ¥nd secre- 10nging {o R. C. Maity, of Dhanyaglier, for his tax As. 8.

taries are held by these *labour ” leaders. When these so-called {The same paper, in its issue of May 14, 1933, writes that for non-

*labour " leaders of the trade unions saw thatsthe Communists pa,ymem{ of a collective fine of one rupee and two annas by Harad-
began to work successfuly inside the trade unions (Girni-Kamgar, . han Giri, a bullock worth 12 rupees was confiscated. .
etc.) and to win the sympathies of the rank and file trade unions, It goes without saying that in many provinces the peasants are
at the -head-of which were Bose, Kandalkar and Co.. they caused a  resolutely resisting thése forced sales by auction and confiscation
split at the'Calcutta Congress of the all-Indian trade unions. Thus, of property and the driving of the peasants off the land. In many
they sueceeded to a certain extent in keeping out the Communists places the action of the peasants dssumes the form of a local
from a nuntber of trade union organisations. The conditions of wprising, i - -
labour of the Indian workers were bad as they are. Wages were . Now! the Congressmen—both Right and * Left "—in their fight

“very low even before the world crisis. In recent years the con- against the revolution, as the devoted agents of British imperialism,
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of the native landlords, feudal lords,and the bourgeoisie, send to
the villages their agents, who, on behalf of the National Congress
“try to persuade the peasants to pay their rents, their taxes and
their debts. The Communist Party of India must unceasingly carry

on & campaign explaining in a popular manner to the broad masses -

of the workers and peasants and to the petty bourgeoisie of the
towns who are desirous of fighting against the foreign yoke. the
necessity of fighting also against the National Congress and its
leaders, Ghandi. Nehru, Bose, Kandalkar and the others. who have
entrenched themselves in the trade unions. At the same time it is
necessary that the Communists should organise trade unions in
unorganised industries and develep the existing trade unions into
militant mass organisations: they should help the workers to fight
against the worsening of the conditions of their labour. against
wage cuts: thev should undertake the defence of the interests of
the unemployed. they should form committees in the villages for
the Purpose of organising the resistance of the peasants, and they
should take an active part in the fight against British imperialism.
In carrving out these tasks. in strengthening its influence among
the masses, and in waging a fight against the reformists—both
Right and * Left "—the Communist Party of India will develop and
grow strong.

THE COMMUNIST ATTITUDE TO THE WORKERS' PARTIES
AND THE WORKERS' AND PEASANTS' PARTIES

Question No. 35.—What should be the attitude of a Communist
to the workers' parties and the workers' and peasants’ parties, and
how should he work inside these parties?

Answer.—First of all it is necessary to analyse the compositio::
of these parties. their programme. and find out whether they arc
mass parties, or parties only in name, ie., parties with leaders but
without members. Only aiter these questions have been cleared up
can the Communists and the Communist organisations decide upon
their attitude to these parties. If, for instance, a workers' and
peasants’ party is a party oaly in name, but in reality has neither
workers’ nor peasants and is led by reformists or reactionaries, then
our attitude will be against such a .party and the Communists
should expose it. :

However, in regard to & party which has ainong ils members
workers and peasanis, & party whose leadership 1s reactionary, a
party which speaks one thing, and does another, the Communists
should work inside it, exposing its leaders, irying to overthrow
them. and elect others in their stead who could carry out the work
and who would draw up a revoluiion 1ty programme and fight for
the nterests of the workers and peas.its.

I wish {o emphasise that I do 10t prepose to form a workers'

and peasants party. . T am only anywering the question which was
put to me as to what should be the Communists’ attitude {o the
exisung workers’ and peasants’ parties. ) ’

Question No. 36.—Labour parties and socinlist societies are at
present being formed in the country. There are honest workers to
be found in them May one join these organisations in order (o
work among ghem?

Answer.—1In regard to the labour parties I said elsewhere that
It was necessary to watch their leaders and see what were their
objects. As to socialist societies, if it is a case of a society whose
object is to study. let us say, social science, crganise evening schools
and Sunday schools, and if there are workers {here. then of course
it is necessary to join them, but if it is a social-democratic organis-
ation er a party with a social-democratic programme, like that of
the parties affiliated to the Second International, a programme
which preaches class collaboration and is cpposed to the dicta-
torship of the proletariat, then under no conditions should Com-
munists join 1t Tt is necessary to carry on an irreconcilable
ideclogical fight against that organisation or party and call upon
tha workers to withdraw from them.

Question No. 37.—What should be the attitide of the Com-

rmimist to the legallv-existing Worker< Partv in Calentia®

Auaswer.--I do 1ot Kiow much about
Wgrkers' Party, bt the informausn we that it muanh
occaipies tzelf with economic strucale. Thio, of ¢ ourse. 1s not b=-
Insofar as it exi is lezally. it is restricted in i's ac livity by police
canditions: s'il). while it exists it is necess iry toturn it intoa mass
organisation: if pessible, prempt it 1o strike a political path sg that
it ¢onsiders and decides political questions. calls upon the workers
to demonstrate on the First of Mav. oreanises meetings on big

[a
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occasions, etc. If the Communists can use this Yy a5 & legal
possibility for their work, they should actively work {nside it.

If this party devotes itself exclusively to the ecorjomic struggle,
it would be n v to direct it along the lines of
movement. If it is impossible to direct this party i
channel, too, and use it as a legal possibility also pplitichlly, then
it should become a ¢entre, a unifying centre of the alcutta trade
unions. 2L 4

It goes without saying that if this party is capt . let us say,
by British agents, it may become a mousetrap for te Communists
and the attitude of the Communists towards it will
ent. They will have to expose it. . :

Under the conditions prevailing in India, it is possible that a
party which was all right in the beginning, and w
to fight for the int¢rests of the workers, may be ciptured by the

A

British imperialists who will have the leaders remofed, others put |
a campletely |

in their place so as to turn the policy of the party i
opposite direction. 'Therefore one should not base ¢qneself only on
what I said as to the necessity of working there, but ¢me should find
out on the spot whati is going on in that party. j

The Communists in Caleutta must find out who ja
of that party, whal 1s its programme, whether it is pgoss
there, aind accordingly decide upon their attitude tofvards i1t. They
should also bear in mind the methods to which' the| fascists resart,
tor instance, in Germany. They publish papers ynder old titles
which fermerly commanded influence and au
masses. The same methods are applied by the Bri
in India. - . :

If the party remains such as it 1s at. present, if will be neces-
sary to support 1it, to work in it, to do everythi
mass party, and in accordance with conditions
party cxciusively on trade union aclivity—that
channel.

QUESTIONS OF THE PEASANT MOVE}
Question No. 38.—How shall we organise
purely agricultural provinces? -~ i
Answer.—First of all it 4§ impomlm'mat the:
small industrial towns icultural provinces.
are such towns, though they may be small, If
industrial town, then there may be some ha:
industrial city, or harbour town, where workers
should, of course, serve as a centre with which
muiust groups should be connected. !
should work among the peasantry in the same way as the Bol-
sheviks worked among the peasants, namely, throygh the medium
of the town workers. s i "o

In Russia, in times of unemployment, the wo
connected with the village would ko back to the
big strikes the police would send the workers ba
villages. Then, a good many workers would go
holidays. I presume that the same thing is taki
And these .workers could be used to carry the C¢
ence to the peasants. The local committees o
Party, as we know from the history ofiour frate
Russian Bolsheviks—during the tsarist regime used to send special
literature and leaflets for the peasants with workeérs going to the
village “for their holidays. The same methods cd
i India. The wprkers in India dare connected
during strikes they are expelled from the towns s
the villige. Work could be done through them,
nect the peasant groups with the Party organisa
rial town, situated in a peasant district!

Question No. 39.—Can a peasant (ommitte
rcplace the Parly organisation?

Answer—No. The Party organigations differ from the
peasant commitiees by the tasks which they sef themselves, as
well as
is not only to fight against the lapdlords and |against British
1mperialism in India. but also against the whole bpurgeais system:
Fhe Party orgawsation admits as members mainly workers, of
course. such a3 are .n agreement with the principles of Commui:-

and are fighting for their realisation. The wotk ¢f the Partv
ortazsauon 15 of ay ummensurably wider range than that of the.
comunittees, which are elected by the masses of the
peasais w the vilages for.the purpcse of hindering the sale of

e concentrated,
pe: village Com-

rs who were
{0 their native
the villages on
§ place in India.
munist influ-

on of an indus-

in the village

peacant

‘

by their comiposition. The task of the Party organisation:

en be differ- |

really anxious .

]

(In India| one may and -



$30

tnternatfional Press Correspondencs

'
No. 20

| 1 £
‘the peasants’ property for arrears in the bayment. of taxes, of
fighting against usurious rates of interest and for the confiscation
of land, and other peasant demands. These two organisations—
the Party organisation and the peasant commitiees—are not to
be confused. :

If the Party organisation in the village will work well, it will
be able to guide the work of the peasant committees through -its
members, the committees will then be the real organs’of the
pensants, and the peasants will defend them against any repres-
sive measures which the authorities may take. This is going to
. be the case, provided the committees really manage to organise
the work properly.

et .o

~ Question No. 40.—In the villages in India there are, apart
from peasants, also people engaged in handicraft, semi-handicraft
trades, who work partially on the land and partially as agricul-
tural labourets, pariahs, etc. Evidently it will be necessary to
consider the guestion as to how they are to be organised. There

is also the question of how we are to organise the village com-..

mittees and who is to join them, how to organise the peasantry
in purely agricultural provinces, with whom the local peasant
organisationg are to be connected, and who among the peasants
should-be organised ih the first place, and so on.

Answer.—In my opinion, it is necessary to organise first of
all the agricultural labourers, the semj-agricultural labourers, the
semi-handicraftsmen and the poor peasantry in general. Obviously,

it will be much easier to organise them than the remaining mass
of pcasants. In‘the first place, they should be freed from the
influcnce.of the kulaks and of the rich. The latter hold them in

* bondage, advancing them corn and money on condition that they
work for them as payment for the advance ynade. In gereral, it
is difficult to say anything definite on this subject. Each village

_ has its particular features, but in the main it is necessary to'take
first the most impoverished part of the peasdntry.

What slogans would serve best to unite them? In the cases
of agricultural labourers such a slogan would be: increase of wages

© and general improvement of conditions of labour;. in the case of

the poor and middle peasantry, the slogan should be: exemption
from payment of debt to the usurers, from payment of ‘taxes and
rent, and also the slogan: fight against sale of tlieir -property,
refuse begar, refuse to serve the landlords and the government
officials gratis,.against’ the excessive water tax, elc., and, finally,
the slogan of fixing a higher price for agricultural produce sold
by the peasants to the middleman.

b 3

. There are many concrete slpgans which will carry the masses
" of the peasants in every village. In any village one may find
elements which can be easily organised in the first place; elements
which can lead-this or that ‘dissatisfied section of the peasants.
They should be advised to elect militant organs to-carry on the
fight for their demands. - Such organs would constitute peasant
committees.

Once the Communists get the 'possibility of speaking to the
peasants. and conduct the electiin of committees, it is obvious
that they will be able to influence the composition of such com-
mittees. They must see that there are revolutionary elements in
these commmittees sind mmainly elements which would be able to
fight for their interests. In order to give effect to the programme
of maximum demands for the peasants (i.e., agrarian revolution).
it will be necessary to draw into the -struggle the most im-
poverished peasants and agricultural labourers. This, of course,

does not mean that the door -should .be closed to the representa-:

tives of the middle peasantry. On the contrary, they should be
drawn into the fight without fail, but they should be in a minority
on the peasant committees.

Question No. 41.—What should be the tactics of the Commun-
ists in the event of spontaneous peasant risings such, forrinstance.
as happenéd in Kashmir andg-Alvar?

Answer.—These tactics should be different.in accordance with
local conditions. If Communists arrive at a moment when the
rising has already broken out, they will have to join in to extract as
many concessions as possible from the provincial authorities and
from the British goyernment. 4

" But if ‘they happen to come before the outbreak of the

uprising it is better to hold back the masses from isolated spon- -

taneous action, so that the movement obtains the widest possible

range. In the past the British were able to suppress such uprisings '

with comparative ease, because such uprisings were isolated and
broke out at different times in different places.

| Question No. +42.—In ‘the Indian village, apart from ‘the
peasant, there are also agricultural labourers. Is the union of
agricuttural labourers to be organised separately from the peasants’
committee? Should water-carriers or grass-cutters who sell the
grass be admitted to the union of agricultural labourers? What
should be doné with a poor peasant, who buys a donkey for 50
rupees, and earns his living by carrying things? What should be
done with toddy-drawers who sell the toddy to the shopkeeper?

_Couyld we comsider them as agricultural labourers? .

Answer.—There is a difference between the tasks of a union
of agricultural labourers and a peasant committee, Their com-

position; too, is different. A peasant committee is elected by a
majority of the village. A peasant committee may put forward
demands in which the majority of the village, including |the agri-
cutural labourers, are interested, as for instance, the confiscation
of land.{ Only regular agricultural labourers or ithose who mostly

work on hire in agriculture are admitted as menibers to the union
of agri¢ultural labourers. The demands of the union—higher
wages and general improvement of the conditions of labour are
demands presented to the landlords and the ks. ‘

I think that a water-carrier or shepherd uld be organised
with - agricultural labourers. This is a particular kind of agricul-
tural labourer. As regards those who cut grass for sale, it is neces-
sary to find out to whom they are selling the grass—to the kulaks,
the rich, the landlords, or to the poor peasants. | The decision will
dépend on this; if they sell it to the kulaks and the landlords, they
could organised on the basis of demands such as reduction of
rent for meadows and an increase in the price| of grass. But if
they sell the grass to the poor peasants, they uld be organised
on a different basis because the Communists could not advance in
regard to the poor peasants the same demands as those advanced
in regard to the kulaks, i.e., the Communists could not allow them
to pineh the poor peasants. | "

In tne case of peasants who buy a donke¢y and carry, say,
bricks, theyv could be organised with the object of raising the rate
of carriage. But it is necessary to find out to whom they sell the

* bricks, and for whom they carry them. Upon this will depend the

Communist approach to them. If they carry bricks for the poor,
it. is understood that it would be impossible to 'demand that the
poor should pay more for the carriage.

As 'o toddy-drawers, Il is necessary to consider what they get
from thie shopkeepers and at what 'price the shopkeeper sells it.
Accordifgly, they may be organised with a view to obtaining more
money for their toddy. ' ‘

.

Are |tpddy-drawers and those who carry bricks and even those
who sell grass kulaks? Of course not. They are the poor who eke
out an existence by such earnings. Such elements may be elected
to pdasant committees, and they should be invited to meetings at

“which duch committees are elected. They are semi-proletarian
element,

not be}orgamsed in one union with the agricultural labourers.
If therejis a strong union of agricultural labourers, with a strong
leadership, different sections could be formed and, in particular,
sections| for such semi-proletarian elements, sections that would
nmake i their aim to help and improve their position. Such
peasants, no doubt, form adarge percentage in the villages. They
should be freed from the influence of the kulaks and usurers, who

~are undoubtedly duping them. {

Question No. 43—The Punjab Workers’ and Peasants' Party
is in effect a peasant party, and a party of handicraftsmen, while
the workers® and peasants’ societies are mainly composed of
peasants and artisans. HOw should the handicraftsmen and agri-

‘cultural | labourers be organised so as to secure the hegemony of-

- the working class in the village? 1
of the working class should be secured in each village. This is not
the task of the Communist organisations in the village. It is
necessary to secure in the country the hegemody of the working
class in. the revolutionary fight against British imperialism,
against the native bourgeoisie, against the landlords and the feudal
lords. ‘The working class must lead in this fight the peasantry

;\nsI'cr.—Firsf. it is not necessary at all that the hegemony

, but still they are not agricultural labourers. They should*
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and the urban petty bourgeoisie. This, however, does not mean
that ithe hegemony of the proletariat is to be established in every
village. '

How should the handicraftsmen, the peasants and the agricul-
tural labourers be organised? I think it would be necessary to
organise them separately.
organised in trade unions, the handicrafismen should be organised
according to their clientele. Those who work for the towns, for
some big firm, for a shop. should be organised separately on an
econpmic -basis, they ‘should advance the demand to be supplied
with better material, to be paid higher rates, ete. This is in rela-
tion to handicraftsmen who do not exploit outside labour. In the
case of handicraftsmen employing outside labour, it is necessary to
organise the workers employed by them in trade unions.

How about the peasants? It is not our business to organise
the kulaks; they will take care of themselves. The Communists
must organise the poor and even the middle peasants around the
slogans: the land to be transferred to the peasants, exemption
from taxes, cancellation of debts, reduction of rent, or complete
stoppage of all payments of rent in accordance with local con-
ditions. How should they be organised? By forming peasant com-
mittees, which should organise the fight for these demands. Would
handicraftsmen and agricultural labourers have the right to par-
ticipate in the election of these committees and also to be repre-
sented on them? Of course they would, and not only would but
should.: They- would add revolutlonary vigour to these com-
mittees. If the agricultural labourers join the peasant committees
together with the poor (and they are sure to be in the majority on
themi-—=so there you have the hegemony. This, of course, does not
mean that the middle peasants and the small handicraftsmen in
the village are not to be drawn by them into the fight and into
the peasant committees.

Question No. 44.—There is an emigrant revolutionary peasant
organisation abroad which sympathises with the Communist Party.
It has means, and desires to utilise the available forces for organis-
ing an All-Indian Communist Party. But it wishes to begin with
the non-industrial provinges. Would that be correct, and if not,
what should be the amtuge of the other Communist groups to this
party? ’

Answer.—Of course, that would be wrong. The work should be
carried out mainly in industrial districts, hut it is not necessary to
quarrel with them if they wish to spend their forces and means in
an irrational way. It is necessary o try to come to some under-
starding with them. that they should send. say. 60 per cent. of their
forces and means'to industrial centres. and 40 per cent. to non-
indhistrial centres. But if it is impossible to persuade them, then
let them do as they wish, I, personally, believe that it is possible
to persuade them. : ’
THE STUDENT YOUTH

Question No. 45.—-What was the part plaved by the student
youth in Russia, what is to be done with the student vouth in
India, and what forms should the work among them assume?

Answer.—The part played by the students' organisations in
Russia was different at different times. In the per:od prior to 1905,
the students in Russia played a great rule. In February-March.
1902, the student youth developed great revolutionary act:vity.
This was to be explained by the fact that up o 1905 the autocracy
in Russia based itself mainly upon the landlords. Even the bour-
geoisie was dissatisfied with tsarism. This, of course, had its re-
flection upon the youth, and in particular upon the student youth,
which was concentrated in big numbers in the universities,
Furthermore, the reaction was so oppressive that the students
could not obtain in the universities what they desired. They were
not permitted to listen to lectures of liberal professors who could
impart same knowledge to them. . They were not allowed to listen to
the lectures of professors who were masters of their subjects, even
if the subject had nothing to do with politics, because the govern-
ment would dismiss professors from their chair for belonging, say,
to the liberals. The students were not allowed 10 read the books
they wished to and they were arrested like the workers for reading
prohibited books.

This situation gave the opportunity tu the revolutionary
elements among the students to call upoen their fellow students.to
take part in manifestations directed against the government, and
I manyv cases their appeals met with success. The arrests among
the students forced the latter to resort to sharper methods of fight,

The agricuitural labourers should be .

- —

ncluding street demonsirations. In punishinent they were handed
over to the military authorities to serve {n the army &s ‘common
soldiers. They were thrown into prisai.  There they came in touch
with the political prisoners, and in consequence & -800d many- of
these students joined the revolutionary and socialist parties. Bz

selves soctal-democratic Bolsheviks), and utilised the best of them
in the work of conducting workers' self-education circles and even
social-democratic circles. A good of the students were
members of social democratic conimittees, . Some would be sent to
meetings, and those who could not be used as speakers would be-
given technical work, such as printing and distributing hterature
and collecting money. The Party would make use of the living
quarters of these students for Party purposes, such as trysts, ete. .
This was prior to--1905. SO | S e

Alrpady in the course of the revolution of 1908 and in the
following years. when: even the liberal bourgeoisie, after
obtained a semblance of parlitmentarism, had
to the side of tsarism, the mass of the |
revolutionary movement. Only those af the social democratic
elements remained who were really sonnected with the .
ary working class movement. . After Febniary, 1917, and during
October Revolution, the great bulk of the students opposed’ Wit
arms the working class and the revolution. - b aERERSaY

The situation in India resembles the situation which the
Bolsheviks had in Russia before 1905. The independénce move-
ment seized upon the ‘broad masses of the pefty bourgeoisie, and
even upon a section of the bourgeoisie itself, that section which
manufactures goods that have to compete with British goods,and is
discontented with the ‘existing regime.- The petty bourgeoisie took
part in the movement of the National Congress, and sometimes
figured even as the advance guard of the National Congress. ‘The
students in India now play approximately the same part as that
played by the students in Russia prior to 1905. The Communist
Party can look for followers among them. It can utilise them Just
as the Bolshevik Party did in Russia before 1805, but under no
circumstances should it draw them into the Party on a large scale.

This does not mean that particular elements might not be
admitted to the Party and even to the leading organs of the Party,
but that may be doneonly after they have been tested for a certain
time by actual work and after they have proved that they -are
really imbued with Communist ideology, and that they are capable
of making sacrifices for the Communist Party. They can be ad-
mitled to the Party then. and even given responsible work.

Question No. 46.—If a comrade arrives at some place
where there is a student organisation, and wittout any further ado
he starts off with a speech, and there is a danger of his being ar- |
rested before he gains any influence, what should be done, how °
should the propaganda be carried on under these conditions?

Answer.—First of all, nobody demands that when a comrade -

comes to a town aud happéns to be at a students' meeting, that he
should immediately start off with a speech. One must know where
this is happening and why this meeting was called, what groupings
there are among the students, etc. It is obvious that first of all jt -
is necessary to become acquainted with all these details and only
then due may make a speech., When the comrade has found out
what is going on, he will surely find some revolutionary ements,
who sympathise with the Communists, with whom he cquid
his speech. ] K

It is not even a question: about the speech, but about rallying
the best ciements around him., Sometimes one could put into the
mouth of somebody else who is well known to the masses things one
wants him to say, without his even noticing it. _This may have a
ercater effect than if the comrade, whom nobody in the audience
knows, is to make the speech himself. ) |

Propaganda and agitation should be carried on with a know-
ledge of the environment, with a knowledge of the questions which -
Interest the masses involved, with a knowledge of the questions the
urgency of which is most keenly felt by the masses. From these
queslions one can pass on to general political subjects, and éven to
specific points in the programme of the Communist Party,

RELIGION

Question No. 48.—How should we

2 fight in India against the
multitude of religions? X ) |

‘.
4
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Answer.—It is, of course, necessary to fight religion in India,
but I-think ‘we have more important tasks now. It is necessary to
organise trade unions, Party organisations, to turn the trade unions
into mass organisations, and, by increasing the influence of the
- Communist Party in the mass labour organisations and the in-
fluence of the latter over the broad masses, to fight religlon But
to commence fighting religion now means to commence to fight
with all the religions existing in-India, since' Communists cannot
remain neutral to any religion; then the Communists may find

~.themselves alone and completely isolated from the masses. There-
fore at the moment the question of Teligion is not a pressing
question. In the first place it is necessary to strengthen the in-
fluence of Party: members over the members of trade unions, over
the members of the mass labour organisations, over the members of
those organisations which are close to the Communists, and only
then try in a scientific and popular way to free at least the active
~ body of workers from the religious narcotic, and through them to
‘influence the broader sections of the masses. 4 repeat: this ques-
tion #s not on the order of the day. So far the Communists in
.India have neither a strong centralised part.y nor consolidated trade
" unions nor big mass organisations. They ‘do not possess sufficient
influence among the working class, nor;is their influence among the

peasants sufficient, and so it will be necessary to wait with the fight .

against religion. Certainly we must explain that the so-called
Hindo-Moslem strife is in the interests of British imperialism, land-
lords and reactionaries, and is instigated by them in order to divide
the ranks of the toiling masses.
Question No. 49.—What are the tasks in workers’ religxous or-
‘ganisations?
_«  Answer.—What orgamsations are they?  Are they founded
exclusively on a religious basis, and only for religious purposes? I
doubt that a workers’ society could be formed for specifically reli-
gious pi on a religious basis. Fer that purpose there are
special workers' temples, mosques, etc. Obviously, apart from
» religious questions, these workers’ religious organisations occupy
‘themselves with some other questions, such as mutual aid benefits,
benefits in case of death of some members of the family, or some
other economic questions- which unite the members of this organi-
sation.
If the workers’ organisation is formed exclusivply for reli-
- gious purposes, it is necessary to join it in order to try and make
it take up the economic struggle, and at first religion should not
be touched. The organisation should be urged to form a mutual
aid fund, a fund for unemployment, a fund for assistance during
strikes. Work there should be carried on very cautiously. I do
not think the workers will decline the advice to form various
benefit funds. It is necessary in this way to win these organisa-
tions.
¥ But if these organisations are of a mixed nature, i.e., both
religious. and' economic, it will be necessary to join them, and
work in them. Possibly it may be very difficult to win the workers

of these organisations, but they must be won, for British imperial- .

ism is-using religion as tsarist Russia did, for the purpose of
fomenting and stirring up dissensions among the different
nationalities. - In Russia this, was practised in respect to the
Turkomans, Armenians, Poles, Jews, etc. | British imperialism
employs the sam2 methods in In It incites the followers of
one religion against those of the other. There is a special organi-
. sation of Moslems. This hinders the joint struggle of the workers.

The Communists must endeavour to destroy such organisa-
tions from within.. But they should not begin with religion; let
them at first start with economic and political questions, with
economic interests that affect the masses directly, and;point out
to them the necessity of forming trade unions jointly with other
‘workers for a united struggle against their common enemy, who
is to be fotind in all religious denominations. After the Com-
munists have succeeded in forming an organisation uniting
workers of various religious dénominations, they will have to stnr'
very cauticusly a fight against all religions.

Question No. 50.—How is the Party organisation to be built up
in those districts where there are religions which are hostile to
6ne another? i

Answer.—1 understand your question in this way: ar® not the
Party organisations in those places to be built- up on the line of
religious divisions, ie., should separate organisations be formed
for the workers of earh religion? No, even if the organisation at
the beginning is very small, it should nevertheless be built to

denominations,

include {Conmumst ‘followers from all religio

bowever| difficult that may be. Co are determined
enemies |of all religions, Communists are avowed internationalists.
One- of greatest slogans of the Comm International is
“ Wor of the World, Unite!” because workers in all
‘countries are faced by one common enemy—: bourgeoisie. The
common ‘enemy of ‘the workers in India, tive of the

religious’ denominations to which they belong, is the Indian bour-
geoisie, which exploits: the workers and supports the British im-
pemnst.s In order successfully to carry on the fight against the
native bourgeoisie it is necessary to organise a strong Communist

‘Party comprising workers of all ‘nationalities in India irrespec-!

tive of the religious denominations to which they belonged before
they joined the Communist Party. Therefore, the very existence
of a Party organisation, and of workers’' organisations generally
such as trade unions, etc., uniting on an economic and political
basis-followers of dmerent. religions, shows the possibility of joint
and common struggle of workers belonging to different religious

denominations L |

If the Party organisation of the COmmunists is built up on the

'princxple of religioys divisions, it will cease to be a political class

organisation, it will no longer be a Communist organisation, and to
this Communists can never agree.

THE FIGHT AGAINST PROVOCATION

Question No. 51.—What should be done in the case of a pro-
vocateur who betrayed a group of comrades, but had not yet been
exposed and continues to work with those who are still free? What

.

_should a8 new comrade arriving in that place do, and what should

he begin with? ,

Answer.—I do not understand. If the comrade who just
arrived knows that there is a provocateur among the group, then
at the beginning the best thing:for him to do is not to join that
group at all. He could go to some factory, start work there, look
around himself, find out who was left from the former group, who
are .the new people who joined after the arrest, get in touch with
these who joined later, and together with them decide on the
measures of removing the suspect. However, in practice, it is
necessary to say that it is very difficult to establish the identity of
the provocateur. There were cases when people suspected of being
provocateurs were removed; but later it was disclosed that the real
provocateur remained in the organisation. Such mistakes are
inevitable.

Appcal of the China League of Left Writers to the Artists, Poets
and W rlters of the Whole World

Shanghai, January, 1934.
Undcr the bloodthirsty Kuomintang the toiling masses of
China qre faced with the alternative: revolution or death.
Revolution, which is a matter of life and death for the op-
pressed masses, is going on parallel with the disintegration of the
Kuomintang rule. The deepening economic crisis in the country.

* the exqr-mcreasmg revolutionary upsurge of vast masses of

workers| and peasants and the swing to the Left of the intel-
lectualsi revealed the complete bankruptcy of the Kuomintang
rule. A' huge triumph of the revoluuonan workers and peasants
is undot}lbt,edlv evident. ;

In 1’.5 ‘death throes the reactionary Kuomintang is once again
resorting to its old policy of wholesale massacre. Following the
numerotts kidnapping and murders in the last few years, the
Kuomintang is now organising a fresh wave of savage terror
reminis¢ent’ of the ancient despots of China. In one night Decem-
ber last| 200 citizens, professors and students, were kidnapped by
the Shdanghai Bureau for Public- Sq"ct\ for no reason whatever.
The ter&'or is raging all over the country. - Culture and human
lives arf being destroyed.

We |call upon vou to support us in our fight. We call upon
you in jhe name of human civilisation for comradely support in
our fightt against the Kuomintang rule, which is dcomed to perish.

“On to the struggle against the fascist Kuomintang white terror

and against the rascxct terror throughout the world!

China League of Left Writers.

v |
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(Continued from page 516)

“ The masses of the people are not yet sufficiently advanced
to take up the storm attack against capitalism. But that the
idea of the storm attack is maturing in the masses can scarcely
be doubted.” (The italics are ours.—B. K.) .

Given this situation, the results of a victorious uprising, cul-
minating in the establishment of the Soviet Power in Austria, can
scarcely be imagined. It is not difficult to see that the uprising
would then have been a beacon light for the masses of the Euro-
pean workers, bringing them with ever-increasing rapidity to the
storm positions against capitalism. And for the Austrian revolu-
tion ,this would have signified further security against a possibl
intervention. y

But we must not confine ourselves to the analysis of the inter-
national prerequisites determining the existence or non-existence of
a revolutionary situation, of a favourable moment for the arme’
insurrection. The analysis of the class relations in Austria furnish
no less—indeed more—reasons for replying in the affirmative to
our question of whether it was right to take up arms.

The Crisis Among the Rulers

The advance of Austria into a revolutionary crisis—as seen
above—took place rapidly. From the beginning of 1934 onwards,
especially in February, the wildest confusion reigned among the
class forces hostile to the revolution of the working class. The
struggle among the Nazis and the Patriotic Front had reached a
high pitch of intensity. This was shown not only by the exploding
paper bombs representing the most popular article of export by
German fascism to Austria; it was proved above all by the fact
that the Austrian Nazis stood aside in the struggle of Austro-
fascism against the revolutionary uprising. Even in the Patriotic
Front profound symptoms of disruption appeared: Secret negotia-
tions between Count Alberti, leader of the Heimwehr, with the
Nazis; arrest of a number of Heimwehr leaders for conspiring with
the Nazis, peasants’ demonstrations against the Heimwehr; the
attitude taken by Df. Stumpf, provincial governor of Linz, against
the demands of the Heimwehr; a whole series of attacks by the
Christian socials against the Heimwehr demands; the demonstra-
tive stand taken by the leader of the labour wing of the Christian
social party, Kuntschak, against the destruction of the autonomy
of Vienna; the increasing resistance of the Christian social party
against dissolution at the hands of the Dollfuss-Starhemberg bloc
and against self-dissolution. Strained relations prevailed between
Dollfuss and the Heimwehr. The Peasants’ League opposed the
bloc formed by these two. All these events, demonstrating the dis-
organisation of the counter-revolutionary forces, came to a head
practically between the beginning of the year and the commence-
ment of the armed insurrection.

The splits in the camp of counter-revolution, the disorganisa-
tion of its forces, were factors to be utilised by the working class
for pressing forward to the decisive battle against fascism. These
antagonisms within the bourgeoisie were a certain symptom of the
maturing of the revolutionary situation, and to utilise these
antagonisms was the call of the hour.

The working class urged the revolutionary utilisation of these
antagonisms. The social democratic leaders of Austria did the
same, but in their own way. Their object was: to make it possible
for the Dollfuss government to enable social democracy to play the
game of parliamentary opposition to this government, without the
necessity of convening Parliament; this required a tacit agreement
with Dollfuss. .

But the Dollfuss group was unable to accept the offer of an
alliance with social democracy, precisely because of the antagon-
isms in the counter-revolutionary camp. The continuation of the
tactics of the *lesser evil,” the search for allies in the camp of
Austro-fascism, signified nothing more nor less than a refusal to
utilise the elements of the revolutionary situation given by the
antagonisms within the bourgeoisie, and the actual and direct
support of counter-revolution against the proletarian revolution.

The Petty Bourgeoisie Vacillated
During the uprising, too, Austrian fascism was unable to
accomplish a general mobilisation of all the forces of the bour-
geoisie against the proletarian insurrection. This was shown not
only in the standing aside of the Nazis during the struggles of the
counter-revolutionary forces against the insurgents, but also in the
attitude of the Peasants’ League. of the Christian social organisa-

tions, which did not actively assist the soldiery, the Heimwehr, the
police, the gendarmerie. And more than this! The cowardice of
the Heimwehr bands, of the Defence Corps, the refusal of many
members of the Heimwehy and Defence Corps to take up arms
against the insurgents—all ‘m is not merely a “ mental phenome-
non,” as the Austro-Marxists would like to explain it. .but a
political fact, due to the vacillation of the petty bourgeois and pea-
sant elements in this vanguard of counter-revalution. .
The fact that the antagonisms among the various strata of the
bourgeoisie, of ithe lower middle class, and the different strata of
the counter-revolutionary camp, were so acute that not even the
armed uprising ‘of the working class was able to weld the bour-
geasie together, is certain proof that an important element of the
revolutionary situation existed at the moment of the uprising:
hopeless confusion in the camp of counter-revolution, and inability
on the part of the bourgeoisic to overcome its own antagonisms.
And it proves even more. It shows that the famous *“realistic
policy " of Austrian social democracy, based on Otio Bauer's
thesis:— .
“ We must take care above all not to drive into one fold the
black and the brown, the clero-fascists and the national

o . vil,” the working

— In order not to bring about this “greater evil,” working

class must *exercise self-control and reserve.” This “ realistic

policy  of Austro-Marxism proved to be nothing more nor less than

a cowardly adventurous policy. For only adventurers embark on &

policy without taking into account the masses, the classes, the
relation of class forces and the mood of the masses.

The existence of the second impottant element of the revolu-
tionary situation, arising out of the inner situation, may be
established with no less certainty: the commencement of the hllw
ruptcy of democracy in Austria.

’ Even the social democratic leaders are witnesses of this. Thq
have declared on several occasions that with the exception of
social democracy nobody is defending the petty bourgeois republic.
Almost all petty bourgeois organisations, of muitifarious party
tendencies, have declared themselves in one form or another for
the liquidation of bourgeols democracy and in favour of the cor-
porative constitution. They have only made democratic reserva-
tions. They have merely insisted that the corporative state should
be introduced on constitutional lines. It was none other than Otto
Bauer who, as representative of the Left Wing of this petty ‘bour-
geois democracy, advocated that concessions should be made to the
corporative constitution, provided that it was based on general
suffrage and introduced constitutionally.

« Precisely in the struggle for economic democracy,’ de-
clared Otto yBasuex', “the working class has met the class
strivings of the petty bourgeoisie and the peasantry on :
common ground, upon which an understanding is possible.
(* Kampf,” January, 1934.) i
Neither the Nazis nor the Heimwehr fascists had any broad

militant masses to back them up in the camp of petty bourgeols
democracy—this was clearly seen during the armed insurrection.
Petty bourgeois democracy has compromised itself utterly in the
eves'of the masses. The experience of the Hitler dictatorship has
mobilised the broad masses of the working class against fascism,
and alienated great masses of the petty bourgeoisie of the towns,
besides the poorer strata of the rural districts, from fascism. The
democratic illusions, the insane delusion of constitutional methods,
these pillars of the tactics of the “lesser evil,” these democratic
hindrances to revolutionary struggle, were rapidly disappearing.
The cannons of counter-revolution and the machine-guns of the
insurgents dispelled these illusions even more effectively on the
first day of the uprising. The disappearance of democratic illusions,
the dispelling of democratic deceptions, formed the most essential
element of the immediately revolutionary situation in Austria.
And this element, too, was present when the insurrection broke out.

The Masses Wanted the Armed Imrnethl_:

. The fascist counter-revolution on the one hand, advancing but
not properly organised. and unable to overcome its own inner con-
tradictions, and on the other the alienation of the workers from the
social democratic leaders, who had lost their heads and began to 150-
late themselves from the masses with their policy, furnished an essen-
tial third element in the development of the revolutionary situation:
The mass trend of feeling in favour of the armed repulsion of
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fascism, the readiness of the workiiig masses for the fight for
pewer, 5 . 5

With this was created ‘what Lenin called thg necessary mass
feeling:— ' g

“. . . in the proletariat a mass feeling commenced and

developed mightily in favour of support of the resolute and

dauntlessly bold ‘revolutionary situation, against the bous-

geoisie.” : 2 .

That this element of the revolutionary situation was present
was proved by the workers in Vienna, in Linz, in WIenEr-Neustadt,
in Bruck-on-Mur, and in other industrial centres. It was moved
amidst the¢ thunder of the cannons, the tock-tocking of the
machine-guns, the exploding hand grenades. ~And that there were
not larger numbers of armed workers taking part in the armed
struggle was solely due to the fact that the social democratic
leaderq prevented the distribution of greater quantities of arms and
munitions among the workers anxious to fight, that the trade union
leaders prevented workers from participating in the political mass
strike, and finally, that the lack of political-strategic leadership of
the uprising made it ‘impossible for the masses—standing aside
irresolutely or sympathisingly—to be brought over to the side of
the uprising by an energetic offensive policy.

All these elements of a revolutionary situation—determined by
the inner and outer situation of the country—were present. The
degree of the maturity of these elements of the revolutionary
situation varied. But the coincidence of all these elements gave
every worker the right, and imposed on every worker the duty, of
taking up arms to prevent the completion of the fascisation of
Austria, the application of naked terrorism against the working
class, the disbanding of the organisations of the wprking class, the
disarmament of the workers in favour of the. fascist bands—to
prevent this by a life and death struggle for power.

The further maturing of the situation depended on the armed

uprising itself, on the political and strategical leadership of the
uprising, on the tactical victories of the revolutionary fighting forces
over the forces of counter-revolution, on the attainment of military
superiority of the insurgent workers over the soldiery of the fascist
bands; as we have seen, these victories could undoubtedly -be won.

The defeated social demdcratic leaders are endeavouring to
persuade the undefeated Austrian workers -that they, the workers,
did not select the right moment for the uprising, but permitted the
counter-revolution to dictate to them the moment of the armed
insurrection. ' ) '

A more favourable time for the uprising could not have been
chosen later, as the social democratic leaders maintain, but only
earlier. .

The organ of the Second International, the “International
Information,” supplied the press of its party during the uprising
itself, with an article by an unnamed leader of Austrian social
democracy. This unnamed leader ‘of the Austrian S.P. wrote with
reference to the emergency of the moment:—

‘Had the party committee succeeded in carrying out its
line (tha§ is, the line of not taking up the struggle) till the last
minute, even then the struggle would probably have not been

avoided. For the enemy was on the- verge of committing
actions which would have forced the workers: to fight in any-.

case, unless they were prepared to submit to the fascist dicta-
torship without putting up a fight at all. "But the fight would
probably have been better understood by the broad masses of
the people, had it been commenced after an obvious fascist
coup d'état.” * ) i :
From an illegal newspaper of the Austrian SP., “Der Ruf”
(The Call) —which appeared on 9th January in Czechoslovakia—it
is possible to ascertain how Austrian social democracy intended

* determining the moment of struggle.”  An article from the party

committee refers to the-strategy employed by the commander of
the tsarist Russian army against Napoleon I. The ~“Austrian
workers are recommended to‘act in accordance with this strategy,
which. it will be remembered, consisted of evading a battle- till
Napoleon had taken Moscow, and then going over to the offensive
and defeating Napoleon's armies. t

Revolution at the Greek Cilends
In the Spring of 1919, at the time when Austria was wedged
in between two Soviet Republics—the Hungarian and the

Bavarian—the leaders of Austrian ‘social democracy fixed a date

for the beginning of the struggle against the bourgeoisie, and for
the seizure of power by the working class.

According to thé_

strategic! plan then advanced, this struggle was to commence the
day after the countries situated at the greatest distance from
Austria. essed proletarian governments able to supply Austria
with I’ and food. Until this date the Austrian workers were
to prefer the path of democracy, the path of slaves fed by the
Entente,| instead of .overthrowing the power of their own bous-
geoisie, and to take their fate into their own hands. The Austrian
workers, |slaves of their own bourgeoisie and of the foreign im-
perialis!
the position of starving wage slaves of their own bourgeoisie and
of foreign financial capital. And the path of démocracy has
proved the path to fascism.

Al

countries of Germany, Hungary, and Italy, and has itself a fascist

government. Austro-Marxism is again anxious to fix the date on
which working class is to .begin the struggle for power. Now
the s le is to begin on the day after the capital city, the centre

‘of Austria, the main point d’appui of social democracy, is occupied
by the fascist troops. Until this has taken place, the Austrian
workers must prefer to abandon the last remnants of bourgeois
democrady piece by piece, and to leave their arms in storage,
where the fascists may seize them the more easily, rather
than bring out these arms and use them. ‘

| This'is the manner in which the Austrian social-democratic
leaders, ion the basis of their Austro-Marxism, selected the moment
at which the workers were to take up the fight.

This ' strategic prescription for the choice of the fighting
moment is the best ‘proof that the workers in Austria did their
duty in taking up arms. The assertions of the Second Inter-
national, of its bankrupt leaders, that there was no revolutionary
situation in Austria at the moment of the uprising, that the
moment of the uprising was not rightly chosen by the workers, is
not only a calumniation of the insurgents, it is a delibérate con-
tinuation,of the endeavours to restrain the Austrian workers from

the struggle which they have not relinquished. It is the continua- -

tion of the search on the part of the social-democratic leaders for
allies in the fascist camp, at a time when the workers are ca
for weapons against fascist attacks; it is the continuation of the
determination to subject the Austrian workers absolutely to fas-
cism. It is an attempt to weaken the readiness of the brothers of
the Austrian workers in all countries to give comradely revolu-
tionary aid, and to take up the struggle against fascism in their
own countries. _

It is pure hypocrisy, a deception practised against the heroic
‘courage of the insurgent workers, to bow on the one hand before

the dead and the living, and on the other hand to state, openly or

cévertly : It was not right to take up arms. :
It was right for the workers to take up arms—they were
ready to do so; they had to do so! .

The February Revolt in the Souther
Districts of Vienna '
- By B. K. (Vienna)

The fpllowing details of the February revolt in Vienna are
intended as a supplement to the descriptions already given. They
are valuable, however, because to-day the social-democratic party
is again endeavouring to rally its cadres and is at the same time
seeking to shift the blame for the defeat from the leaders to the
masses themselves, alleging that the latter acted in part too pre-
cipitately and at the same time failed in part to carry out the
general strike. " e A ‘

In the number 10 district of Vienna the first fight broke out in
the Anker bread fz;%é; where the members of the Heimwehr
wished to act as stpike-breakers. They were forcibly driven out of
the workshops, ohe Heimwehr man being stabbed. When the
police were swmmoned in order to occupy the factory, the staff,
which werywell provided with weapons, successfully defended
themselves. The Communists soon got into connection with the
Anker bread workers through the comrades in the factory, and
endeavoured to convince them of the necessity of taking up the

offensive, but unfortunately: did not succeed -in this, although .
Jprecisely in this district there existed all the prerequisites for
“ such an offensive. On Monday afternoon the greater part of the

district was in the hands of the workers. The Laaerberg (a small

, were induced to follow the path which forced them into,

st fifteen years later: times have changed and a different |
date is fixed. - The Republic of Austria, still a republic, but no .
longer a| democratic republic, is wedged in between the fascist ’
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hill', which forms the southern boundary, was permanently
occupied by the Schutzbund (Republican Detence Forcei, who
had dug themselves in there and thus secured the rear of the
workers of Favoriten (tenth district). On Thursday and Friday the
fighting spirit on the Laaerberg was excellent. The influence of
the Communists on this sector was very great, and it is only thanks
to this circumstance that it was possible for the workers, at the
end of the week, after fierce fighting, to secure their weapons when
they were forced to evacuate their positions. However, in the
other parts of the district the Communists did not succeed in
leading the well-armed Schutzbiindlers, who had barricaded them-
selves in the municipal dwellings, to the offensive against the
centre of the town. These Schutzbundlers remained on the defen-
sive in accordance with the instructions of the social-democratic
leaders.

The Communists supported the fight here also by issuing
numerous leaflets.

The endeavours of the social-democratic leaders to limit the
fight as far as possible and prevent any offensive was still more
plainly evident, right from the beginning. in the two neighbouring
third and eleventh districts. In the cattlé market of St. Marx
there were originally 600 members of the Schutzbund standing
ready. Their demand that they be allowed to occupy those parts
of the third districts adjoining the centre of the town, or tgo get
into contact with the fighting workers in the eleventh district
(Simmering), was rejected by their commander. In fact already
on Monday afternoon the commander had the weapons collected
and sent the Schutzbundlers home. The workers in the cattle
market, supported by a few Schutzbundlers and the Communists
“from the neighbouring nuclei of the C.P. of Austria, thereupon
defended the district of St. Marx for days with great tenacity.
It was here especially that the Communists displayed great
technical and organisational initiative in the fight, without how-
ever, after the sabotage by the Schutzbund commander, being able
1 give it more of an offensive character. Already on Monday the
Communists in this district issued a leaflet calling for the exten-
sion of the general strike and the going over to the offensive.

The workers of Simmering (eleventh district) occupy a promi- -

nent place in the history of the February revolt. Here a bitter
fight was waged for the whole district. Everywhere Communist
workers were in the front rank of the insurgents. In the fight for
the possession of various streets the women played an active part,
throwing flat-irons and other missiles from the windows on to the
government troops or pouring hot water over them. In this dis-
trict there existed a regular fighting front, described in the police
reports as the “demarcation line.” That means that here, too,
as in Favoriten, on Monday and Tuesday a great part of the
district was completely in the hands of the insurgent workers. An
important sector of this front was formed by the Aspang and
Eastern railway embankments, with the result that railway traffic
was held up.

This heroic fight for Simmering, however, commenced with
an act of treachery. On Monday evening the commander of the
Schutzbund ordered his people to lay down their arms, telling
them that the Simmering district alone had risen in revolt. There
1s good reason for believing, however, that the commander, in
giving this order, was not acting on his own account, but that such
order;, had been issued on the Monday afternoon by the social-
demdcratic party leaders, as similar, more or less successful,
attempts to disarm the workers were made at the same time in
other districts.

in Simmering there is also situated the gas works of the
Yienna municipality, with a staff of about 1,200 workers. These
workers defended the works for 48 hours with hardly any weapons

» and without any food. They repelied all the attacks of the police,

and when the police announced that they would use tear gas, the
workers hung out a placard stating that if the government forces
resorted to gas warfare, they, the workers, would blow up the huge
gasometer. This reply proved effective. The threat was taken as
seriously as it was meant, and the government forces did not
venture to make any further attacks.

Unfortunately the workers were not so well armed against
their social-democratic leaders. Already on Wednesday the social-
democratic factory councillors succeeded in inducing the workers
to resume work! A part of the revolutionarv warkers, filled with
bitter resentment by this capitulation, went to the Leopold gas-
works in Floridsdorf in order to take part in the fighting which
was still going on there

This survey of these three districts forming the. SouthM'n
sector of Vienna shows that, had there been a revolutionary \e&der-
ship, it would have been possible for the workers, by going over ou
Monday night to the attack against the centre of the town, thereby
relieving the Western districts (Sandleiten, Ottakring workers'
premises, the Karl*Marx Hof) ‘and Floridsdor{ in the North, to
compel the government to split up its forces, and thereby bring
about a decision in favour of the workers. These were the tactics
which the Communists everywhere advocated; the soclal-demo-
cratic leaders. on the other hand, kept the workers on the defen-
sive and thereby led them to defeat.

These reports refute the lying statements of °the -social-
democratic leaders. They show that the masses were filled with
a splendid fighting -spirit, but that the social-democratic leaders
endeavoured right up to the Monday to induce them to lay down
their arms. and when they did not succeed in this, held them hack
from any offensive. ‘

From this description of the events, given -by those who
actually took part in the fighting, the Austrian workers must draw
the lesson that the chief cause of the defeat was the organisa-
tional weakness of the Communist Party. and that therefore the
chief task confronting the Austrian workers to-day is to set up the
revolutionary unity of the proletariat under the le.dershlp of the
C.P. of Austria.

Austrian Economy Under the Dollfuss

chtatorshlp &

By Alexander Schonau (Vlenm)

The February revolt in Austri& bears witness to the tremendous
revolutionary tension which existed in this country, and which still
to-day, after the crushing of the revolt, continues to exist to &
hardly diminished extent. The main cause of this process of
radicalisation which is taking place among the masses of the prole-
tariat, and which also embraces a considerable part of the petty
bourgeoisie, is the exceedingly profound economic crisis under
which the country has been labouring not only since the com- -
mencement of the great world economic crisis, but actunlly already
many years before. In investigating the economic situation in
Austria, while keeping in mind the peculiar characteristic {
in the shaping of the economic conditions of this country in the
post-war period, one must not overlook the significant hc) that it
was not due to chance that it was the Austrian bank disasters, in
the first place the collapse of the Kreditanstalt, which became the
first signals of the approaching end of the relative stabilisation of
capitalism.

Austria is a country of & permanent and serious, in fact, ope
can say disastrous, economic crisis, of a constant shrinking of in-
dustry, which is bound up with a constant growth of unemployment
which already embraces more than 50 per cent. of the whole of the
working class.

In the last few months the Austrian bourgeoisie, like the Hitler
fascists in Germany, has attempted to give a particulagly rosy
picture of a commencing upward develapment of economy. The
occasion for this is provided by a certain improvement in individusl
branches of production and the favourable state of the trade
balance.

It is a fact that especially in the-light industry, in the in-
dustries producing means of consumption. which are to a large
extent exported and are therefore relatively less influenced by the
situation in the home market. an improvement is to be recorded.

How greatly, however, the factors making for a further intensi-
fication of the crisis have continued to make themselves felt
throughout the whole of the year 1933 is shown by the fact that
the consumption of fuel by the whole of industry fell from 25
million tons in 1932 to 2.4 million tons in 1933. It is precisely in the
iron and steel industries that the factors making for a weakening
of the crisis have so far had no effect: The output figurés for the

last few vears in these branches of production are as follows:—

Iron Ore Pig Iron Steel  Rolled and Wrought
i In tons Iron Products
1929 1,867,405 462,240 631933 456,361
1930 1,174,286 287,001 467,701 360,453
1931 511,062 145,037 322,357 250,549
1932 300,738 94,466 204,514 162,688
1933 265,600 87,949 225,796 181,074

From these figures it is to be seen that the output of iron ore
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~and pig iron still showed a decline in 1933 and that the increase in

steel, rolled and wrought iron products was relatively very slight.
They are still very far below the 1931 figures.

. At a ineeting of mineowners, which took place after the armed
revolt, this decline in the production of pig iron was admitted and
complaints were made about the falling off in the export'of iron
foundry products, about the absolute stagnation in mining, which
shows no real sign of improvement in’spite of all the protective

_measures. The output of coal in the year 1933 also declined.
The industrial leaders in Austria itself are very. cautious in

judging the signs of improvement in individual branches of indus-
tries. The official organ of the Statistical Office, in. commenting
on the results of the economic year 1933, records in an exceedingly
cautlops manner that the

“effects of the econorhic crisis which has prevailed since the
year 1929, which were still felt in Austria to an undiminished
extent In the year 1932, still continued in theyear covering the
report, but in the further course of the year, namely in the last
few months, experience a weakening.” . 5
* The organ of the Statistical Office, in recording the low level
of share quotations, the absence of any increase of deposits in the
savings banks and the low rate of interest, seeks to attribute these
unfavourable phenomena to the “ unsettled political conditions.” °
The increasing strategic importance of Austria as the key point

" of the Central European problem has enabled the Austrian bour-

geoisie, by taking advantage of the imperialist antagonisms, to
obtain certain advantages in trade agreements. As a result of the
strenuous efforts of Italy to set up an economib—political bloc with
Austria, Hungary and herself, a certain strengthening of economic
‘relations between Austria and Italy has taken place. This is the
explanation of the improvement of the Austrian trade balance in
the past year. A further factor tending to improve Austrian ex-
ports is the transference to Austria, in connection with a certain
isolation of Hitler Germany, of orders which formerly were given
to Germany. -

Austria's- imports fell from about 1.4 milliard shillings in 1932
to 12 milliard shillings in 1933. At the same time exports in-
creased from 786 million shillings to 815 million shillings. As a

. result the import surplus was reduced from 630 million to 376

million shillings. This slight improvement in exports is one of the
few positive factors in the development of Austrian economy in the
last year or so. This increase in exports is again the result of a
certain revival in the economy of other countries. Exports have
risen before all as a result of the increased export of finished goods,
Consequent on a number ‘of agreements, in the first place with

- Hungary and 'Italy, the export of timber, for example, increased

c

from' 8.8 million metric hundredweights to 9.8 million. How very
relative this ihcrease in exports is is to be seen from the fact that
whilst the quantity of Austria’s exports has increased by about 10
per cent, the value of the exports, as a result of the depreciation
of the currency of the importing, countries, has not always risen.
Thus Austria’s loss a8 a result of the inflation policy of Czecho-
slovakia is estimated at 15 million shillings.

T his improvement of the trade balance has upeto now in no

- way done away with the serious inner crisis of Austrian economy,
" It is stated in bourgeois economic circles that at the same time in-

¥

vestment activity in Austria is at a complete standstill, and that
the lack of any home demand for the products of the industries
producing the means of production cannot by any means be made
yp for by the slight ixicrq&se in their export. ‘ .

‘As regards the electrical industry, not only home sales but also

" exports have fallen.

A factor which decidedly intensifies the crisis is the constant
and rapid decline in the home consumption of goods. The index
figure. of. consumption of goods has fallen 4 points compared with
1932. y The permanent retrograde movement of the home market,
the constant decline of purchasing power excludes any possibility
of a real improvement of the economic situation as a whole.

Alqéady for some years the disastrous development of economy
has also affected the State undertakings and led to a serious and
continual undermining of the State finances. In Particular the

- critical situation of the State railways has intensified the crisis of

the ‘State finances. This development has continued in the past

with Hun#a.ry

year and is further intensified by the gigantic foreign debts of the
State and its huge subvenﬂom to bankrupt banks. According to
official figures, in 1932 there was a decline in the revenue of the
State railways of 18.5 million shillings. According to the returns to
hand; the decline in the revenue for 1933 will amount to 24 million
shillings. And this in spite of the attacks on the rights of the rail-
way workers. Whilst in 1922 the number of persons employed on
the State railways was 135,000; on January 1, 1934, their number
was only 55,000. In spite of all announcements about the budget
being balanced, in 1938 there was a deficit of 78.9 million shillingg,
and if to-this there is added the so-called “ extraordinary budget,”

.the deficit amounts to 244,100,000 shillings. The crisis of the State

finances and the special crisis of the Federal railways is a specially
important factor aggravating the whole crisis of Austrian economy
and essentially hindering any improvement in foreign trade.

The crisis of the Austrian banks, the collapse .of the-
Kreditanstalt, was the result of the crisis of the whole Central
European-economic system. For Austria, this collapse resulted in
the destruction of nearly all the Central European connections
maintained by the Kreditanstalt and the cessation of capital ex-
ports to Austria through the medium of these conmections. As a
result of the collapse of the Kreditanstalt Austria has become a
debtor country, and in addition has to bear the colossally heavy
burden of the collapse of this institution, which in turn increases
its indebtedness enormously, and this again intensifies the severe
crisis of the whole State economy. The Austrian State has in the
last two years expended 1.8 million Austrian shillings in salvaging

‘the various bankrupt banks. One of the first measures of the

Dollfuss dictatorship was to issue'an Emergency Order under which
the State takes over the full guardntee for the debts of the
Kreditanstalt. In spite of this aid from the State the banks have
fallen below the level of 1925. .

The big landowners and the rich peasants are among the
stauncbesp supporters of Dollfuss fascism. Dollfuss is the most
consistent representative of the interests of the agrarians and his
whole policy, particularly in the first months of his government,
was aimed exclusively at furthering the interests of the agrarians.
The agrarian policy of Dollfuss is,the policy of ruthless protection-
ism and the development as far as possible of an autarchic market.
Precisely here a certain friction has arisen in connection with the
economic rapprochement of Austria and Hungary. According to
the wishes of Hungary, increased economic co-operation must lead .
to an increase of Hungarian agricultural exports to Austria. This,
however,  encounters the strong resistance of the Austrian
agrariaps. This fact is one of the most impgrtant reasons why
Dollfyss has hitherto rejected an Austro-Hungarian customs union.
It also shows how very slight are the prospects of the severe crisis
in Austria being overcome-as a result of a close economic connection
and Italy.

Austrip's efforts to excluae foreign products by high protective
duties, im‘port quotas, and similar measures have led to a tre-
mendous ihcrease in prices. This price policy increases the poverty
of the Austrian small peasants, who are compelled to purchase
extra meal or grain, furthers the decline in consumption, and in
the last iqsort intensifies the agrarian erisis. Thus in the months
of its regime the Dollfuss dictatorship has increased at a
tremendoxjsly rapid rate the almost proverbial wholesale starvation
of the Austrian proletariat. The consumption of beef has fallen
16 per cent. compared with last year, that of ham and pork 9 per
cent., whilst the consumption of vegetables and also of potatoes has
considerably declined. Whilst already in 1932 the consumption of
eggs declined by 11 million compared with 1931, under the Dollfuss
dictators there has been a fresh decline of 9 million. The
Dollfuss dictatorship tdkes the bread out of the mouths of the
Austrian workers. In 1933 the consumption of corn fell 8 per cent.,
that of beer 33 per cent., and of milk 10 per cent. In spite of the
fact that ivast numbers of unemployed have been deprived of
benefit, and in spite of the “.voluntary labour service,” and actual
compulsory. labour service for young workers, there has been no
reduction pf unemployment in 1933. The official figures which
speak of & reduction of unemployment include only those unem-
ployed in receipt of benefit. - Dollfuss fascism has not succeeded in
solving“one of the serious problems of Austrian economy.

“The desperate and futile efforts of the Dollfuss dictatorship to
solve the economic crisis only serve to'promote the process of
radi(;alisation ef the Austrian working class.
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The Labour Movement

The Struggle of the Textile Workers in
Verviers

By Julia

In view of the unshaken unity and solidarity of the striking
textile workers in Verviers the Association of Textile Emplayers,
in close co-operation with the leaders of the reformist trade
unions, has adopted a new manceuvre with a view to terrorising
the strikers and weakening their fighting spirit.

Parallel with the arrests and the police repressive measures
against the revolutionary elements which have played a leading
role in the strike, the Association of Textile Employers has issued
new proposals, consisting of 22 working conditions, which are, in
fact, much worse than those which were announced on December
19, 1933, and against which the workers went on strike. The 22
working conditions are intended to depress the standards of the
textile workers of Verviers to the level of 1916.

This new attack is intended to promote panic in the ranks
of the strikers and to sap their confidence in victory, but at the
same time it is intended to make it easier for the reformist trade
union leaders to persuade the strikers to accept the terms an-
nounced on December 19 upder the pretext that they represent
“the lesser evilL” Even more, this new attack is intended to
make it easier for the reformist leaders to represent a capitula-
tion as a partial success which they would pretend to have
achieved in secret negotiations.

The Red trade union opposition of Belgium immediately re-
acted to this new -attack on the part of the employers and ex-
plained its real meaning to the indignant workers. The Red
trade union opposition is mobilising the masses of the striking
textile workers against the reformist theory of “the lesser evil ~
for a further united struggle for victory. .

The Red trade union oposition at the same time opposes the
deeper significance of this manceuvre for the whole working class
of Belgium, which is facing a new offensive on the part of the
bourgeoisie. This applies particularly to the Belgian miners. who
are now facing a struggle.

However, the turning point in the struggle of the textile
workers in Verviers is characterised not only by the wave of
terror and by the intensified attempts to organise strike-breaking
on the part of the employers and the reformist trade union
leaders, but also by the answer which the striking masses have
given. The masses of the strikers have answered the intensified
attacks by carrying ‘out the slogan of the Red trade union opposi-
tion, propagated by the latter from the first moment of the strike,
namely, the election of an independent central strike committee.
On March 11 a conference organised by the Red trade union op-
position took place. Four strike committees in the factories were
represented and representatives of the other important factories
were also present. At tMis conference a central strike committee
was elected, consisting of 180 workers. This central strike com-
mittee has in the meantime elected a smaller executive, consisting
of 25 persous.

This new central strike committee immediately directed an
appeal w the striking textile workers, in which it called upon
them to continue the struggle against the 22 slave conditions,
against the intensified police terror, and for the extension and
consolidation of the united front and its organs. the strike com-
mittees in the factories and the deputation of representatives of
these committees into the central strike committee.

The fighting spirit of the strikers and the popularity of the
Red trade union opposition is best shown by the fact that Com-
rade Collin, the leader of the textile section of the Red trade
union opposition, was unanimously elected a member of the
central strike committee at the conference- mentioned, although
he was unable to be present owing to the fact that a warrant for
his arrest has been issued. However, Comrade Collin addressed
an open letter to the conference, in which he declared that he
would not leave the struggle and would rema:in at his post, despite
the police terrorism.

As a result of the appeal issued by the central strike com-
mittee, three further factory strike committees were formed, in
addition to the four already represented at the conference. On
the basis of the appeal of the central strike committee, the
strikers are strengthening the pickets at the factory gates and

5 L]
taking energetic measures to combat the police terror (police have
been disarmed), collections are being organised in support of the
strike ((ormsmwe.snthemtmm)mdmmoﬂo(
the central strike committee elected by the workers. :

The increasing political significance of the struggle and the
extension of the solidarity action in fayour of the movement
organised by the Red trade union eopposition on behall of the
strik®rs can best be seen by the fact that after being appesaled to
by the Red trade union opposition and by the Young Communist
League even the soldiers in the barracks of Verviers have organ-
ised and carried out collections on behalf of the strikers.

The daily strike bulletin issued by the central strike com-
mittee, which is sold at 10 centimes, is being sold in large quau-
tities. In a few days the original daily edition of 1,000 was
increased to 3,000 and the-circulation of the bulletin B npidly
increasing.

The growing popularity of the slogans issued hy Qu Red
trade union opposition amongst the workers has compelled the
reformist trade union leaders to ally themselves with the anarcho-
syndicalist trade union leaders of the: Fédération du Pegné to
form “a united strike committee.” This committee is naturally

appointed from above, and is nothing but A manceuvre against

the strike committee elected by the workers. The task of this
committee is to split the united leadership of the strike, to counter-
act the revolutionary methods of the workers' strike committee
and to assist the reformist trade union leaders in their -efforts to
break the strike.

The central strike committee has exposed the real role of
this strike-breaking committee to the masses of the workers, and
calls upon those workers who have been co-opted on to this com-
mittee for decorative purposes to leave it and to strengthen and
consolidate the central strike committee elected by the workers
themselves as the only authoritative representation of the striking
workers by the election of further delegations of strikers.

At the same time the central smkeeommmeeudoimevery
thing possible to extend the strike to the other textile Mu of
Belgium, and particularly to Ghent, where the treacherous re-
formist trade union leaders have already accepted a ‘wage cut
against the will of the textile workers.

The strike of the textile workers in Verviers has entered into
a new stage. A united front of the workers under the leadership
of the revolutionary trade union opposition has been formed
against the united front of the textile employers and the reformist
trade union officials, supported by the government. In the central
strike committee the strikers of Verviers possess a united front
organ which co-ordinates their struggle and raises it to a higher
level.

It is clear that this fact must produce an intensified attack
on the part of the textile employers, the reformist trade union
leaders and the government. Therefore the victory of the textile
workers of Verviers depends to a still greater degree than formerly
on the support and assistance not only of the working class of
Belgium but of the international proletariat.

The International Committee of Textile Workers—the organi-
sation of the revolutionary textile workers in all countries—is
organising this help and support on the part of the international
textile proletariat. Whilst the reformist “ Textile Workers’ Inter-
national " and the whole of the I.F.T.U. is sabotaging the struggle
and doing everything possible to prevent its extension, the Inter-
national Committee of Textile Workers is doing everything pos-
sible to popularise the strike in Verviers and to organise a cam-
paign of international support and solidarity fn all countries.

The International Committee of Textile Workers has ad-
dressed a special appeal to the textile workers of all countries, in
which it calls upon them to organise proletarian competition in
the question of providing moral and material support for the
striking textile workers in Verviers. The International Committee
has already sent the first collected 600 francs to the cenml strike
committee in Verviers, together with revolutionary greetings
With the co-operation of the International Committee, a special
textile workers' delegation has been elected in Northern France,
copsisting of the representatives of the striking textile workers
in two factories in Halluin. On March 15 this delegation left for
Verviers. taking with it a further 1,000 collected ‘francs and -the
revolutionary greetings of the French textile workers.

At the initiative of the International Committee a representa-
tive of the striking textile workers in Verviers was sent to the
rational conference of the textile section of the revolutionary
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trade union opposition in Holland. Together with the revolution-
ary textile workers' organisation in Holland he will run a series
of factory meetings to mobilise the Dutch textile workers for a
solidarity action on behalf of ‘their fighting comrades in Verviers.

! The new stage of the struggle in Verviers must meet with a
still greater echo amongst the textile wlrkers in all-other countries
and still stronger support and assistance must be organised not
nly by the textile workers but by the whole of the international

ro)e\.arlat,

Proletarian Commemoratwn

Days B
On the Responsibility of Capitalist Governments

for the Development of the World Revolution
‘By Karl Radek /

The following document has fallen into my hands. Althaugh
it’ was not originally addressed to me, I do not think it would be
. immodest-on my part to make it known to a wider audience. How-
ever, I shall delete the signature of the author, It is & letter
written by the leader of the Bureau for Anti-Communist Propa-
- ganda and is addressed to the leader of British policy. It reads:—
Sir,—

i In March the Communist Internatlonal will celebrate its
- fifteenth anniversary. Without a doubt a new stream of Com-
munist agitation will pour over the whole world, and it is up to
us to ‘take care in time and to think of what we shall oppose
. against the theses of the Comintern. Naturally, the simplest
* thing would be to- 'let loose a series of lecturers and articles over the
‘wireless, placing the whole responsibility Tor the development of
the revolutionary movement all over the world on the shoulders
" of the Soviet government. However, we must realise that this
would have no effect whatever either on the Soviet government
itself or on public oplnion in general, for who would believe that
" the Soviet government is responsible for' mutinies in the Chilean
navy or in the Dutch navy, or that it is responsible for the dis-
turbances in the villages of Japan, into which, thanks to ‘the
excellent police organlsatlon of our Japanese friends, no single
outside agitator can penetrate" . The Sovigt govemment would
laugh at such accusations.

If the Reich’s Chancellor of Germany can] «declare from the
the tribune of parliament in a defence of the preparations being
made by the national socialist party for the armed seizure of

_power in Austria, that it is a perfectly natural thing that the
ideas which have seized on the whole of the German people and
stirred up their hearts and souls, should not stop at the frontiers,
why should not Stalin say: “The ideas which have seized the
workifig class of Russia, which is a section of the international
working class, the ideas which have: spurred on this class to
achieve tremendous historical deeds, can these jdeas be expected
to make a halt at the frontiers? Is there any power which can
put up barriers to the spread of ideas?” All the clamour about
the responsibility of the Soviet government for the. international
Communist movement’does no more than increase the popularity
of the Soviet government amongst the masses of the workers and
peasants all over the world. Instead of contributing to the clamour

' about the responsibility of the Soviet government for the develop-
ment of the world revolution, it .would be more useful if those
who guide the policies of the capitalist countries would turn their
attention to the question of how best théy can put a stop to a
policy which is one of the chief sources of strength for the revo-
lutionary movement all over the world.

I do not wish to excuse in any way the work of this devilish
organisation which calls itself the Comintern, but why should
one blame it for propagating the world revoluhon for, after all,
this was the purpose for which it was created? 'Just that is its
task. It would be much better to ask why the capitalists, the

- leaders of the capitalist system and those who guide capitalist
policy, shouid provide the best material for Communist agitation.

Why were there no revolutionary mass ‘movements anywhere
in the world before the wagexcept in backward countries in which
the lack of the most primitive conditions for a human existence
drove the people into a struggle against absolutism, into a struggle
for which we Britons must naturally have sy mpat,hy” The reason

-out the
stop to ithe increasing decay of capitalist society. Please do not -

is very mmple The masses of the people con}dered the capital-
ists to be good business men. Industry develo] agriculture
developed, and everyone knew that the next day he would have
his meals as usual and perhaps even be better off than betb%e;‘ Natur.
ally, the workers formed their organisations in order to\win still
better working conditions from their masters.
right. And, what is more, the more far-seeing amongst the\capi-
talists recognised this right. With the exception of small gro

of fanatics, however, no one in the whole world thought of re

lution. {But how is it possible for the workers to-day not to think

of revolution when the capitalists themselves do not know what
to do, when the capitalists are not in a position to guarantee the
further development of the economic system, when modern fac-
tories equipped with the last word in industrial technique are
lying idle, when all over the world huge armies of millions of
unemplgyed have heen created, mcn whom the machine has flung
on to
work? The governments of the capitalist countries are not turn-
ing their attention to the question-of how they can develop in-
dustry and agriculture, but of how they can limit production,
force up prices again, and in this way set the wheels of industry
going again. In the United States the government is expending

hundreds of millions of dollars in order to compel the farmers to.
limit their crops, and the president of the United States has de- |

clared frankly in a speech broadcasted all over the country:—

“1 am not fully convinced that the methods which I have
adopted will lead to success. However, they are the best ones
that my advisers were able| to devise. We shall try them,
and, if they prove useless, then we shall try other ones, and
go on in this way until we are successful. I ask you to be-
lieve that I shall be the first to learn if they are unsuccess-
ful and that I shall be the first to tell you so.”

The frankness of the president of the United States is very
praisew¢-rthv As a man it does Mr. Roosevelt all honour, but, I
ask you, what is the man in the street to think when on the one
hand he hears Mr. Stalin declare: “ We not only know what is to
be done,but we are doing it. ‘We have already carried out one great
Five-Year Plah of economic development, and we are now carrying
out a second.” And, on the other hand, he hearsthe presidentof the
United States, Mr. Roosevelt, declare: “Let us experiment and
see what happens.
And at }he same time this man in the street can see that through-

last five years the capitalists have been unable to put a

think a defender of Communist demagogy when I declare that
its guilt for the dissemination of the Communist false doctrines
is not dne-tenth the guilt of the captains of capitalist industry,
of the directors of the capitalist banks. °

Take a glance at what is happening on the political field.

From the Beresina to the Rhine and from-Poland to the Mediter-
ranean [Sea all civil liberties have been destroyed as far as the
comm people are concerned. You will remember that in a
memorandum addressed to the “ Big Four " during the Peace Con-

ference at Versailles. Mr. Lloyd George declared that there was no
possibility of any return to the past, that the people wanted to
live a new life, that they wanted to take their part in the build-
ing up of a new life. This memorandum was read not only by
those to whom it was addressed, but also by ‘many representatives
of the ing classes who felt that Mr. Lloyd George was right. But
what happened? To-day it is no longer a question of going back
to the pre-war period, but of a jump back into the middle ages.
Before the war not only the workers of Great Britain and the
United States, but the workers of Germany, Austria, and Italy
could openly form their own organisations, could meet openly,
elect their own representatives into parliament, issue their own
press, a‘pd if at any time they went beyond the bounds of the
permissible they were punished by due proeess of law. To-day,
however, they have been deprived of all civil rights. Only re-
cently thousands of workers were killed in Austria for doing no
more than defending. those rights which the workers of Great
Britain still enjoy.

There was a time when the aristocracy of Great Britain
formed irelief committees on behalf of those incarcerated in the

prisons jof the Tsar, and when the Tsar dissolved the first Duma

this caused the protest of the whole civilised world. But to-day

” % —
*0 propagandist,s tones ‘are » sweet hke ose of the mghtm-
gale w en he touches on the past. of capitalism—K. R.
|

That was their

streets and who have no longer any hope of finding

What will actually happen we don’t know ”?
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the rulers of Germany are using the headsman and publicly burn-  Asia and Africa. Scores'of millions are already ng Lbemselvu
ing books, and yet this atutude finds sympathy amongst & section - why they should be condemned-to starvation in the midst of such -

of British public opinion. Lord Rothermere, who.controls the
most widely read newspapers in Great Britain, openly appeals to
Britishers to follow the example of the fascists. And in our
country, in Great Britain, there are workers under the influence
of the moderate labour party, one of whose leaders, Sir Stafford
Cripps, threatens dictatorship and at the same time swears that
the civil liberties are not to be interfered with, who are of the
opinion that the danger of fascism 1s rapidly increasing here, too.
How can vou expect that these workers will not come under the
influence of the Communsts who tell them, if there is to be a
dictatorship, then let it be your dictatorship, the dictatorship of
the workers, who represent the majority of the population, and
pot the dictatorship of Lord Rothermere and the Black Shirts?

” I am well aware that the general upheaval in the world has
caused the honourable and liberal-minded ruling classes of our
peoplé to feel that the cracked pot must be bound firmly with
strong wire, that the system of democracy is showing cracks and
splits. . But in that case one must not be astonished at the growth
of revolutionary feelings amongst even the most moderate sec-
tions of our workers, not to speak of those workers in Central and

Southern Europe who are in danger of having their heads hacked

off. They will do everything possible to tear the axe out of the,
hands of their enemies, and if it comes tothe point they will prefer
to hack off other people’s heads rather than lay their own on
the block.

Do you not feel that the masses of the people all over the
world are filled with a deep anxiety? They see the rapid growth
of armaments and the approaching danger of a new world war,
and when our newspapers write with delight of how modern aero-
planes can blow whole towns into the air, and at the same time
poison hundreds of thousands of people, can you wonder that
they are asking themselves whether they cannot themselves take
measures to prevent the application of such fearful instruments
of destruction?

During the course of two years the International Disarma-’

ment Conference, participated in by the most prominent represen-
tatives of our government, has taught the workers of the
whole world that armaments cannot be abolished and that all
‘that can be done is to work for an ideal situation in
which the amount of peison gas which one country may
legally drop on to the heads of the inhabitants of another
country is settled by previous agreement. This agita-
tion for armaments has done far more to fill the whole world
with anxiety than all the agitation of the Communist Interna-
tional, for Communist leaflets reach perhaps dozens of millions
of people. but the reports of the daily press concerning the Dis-
armament Conference reach hundreds of millions. These reports
have the same effect as the most vitriolic suborning agitation of
the Communists, and this effect is heightened by the fact that it
was the representatives of the Soviet government who proposed
general disarmament. You may laugh now at the proposals of
Mr. Litvinov and declare them to be demagogy, but remember
that armaments lead to war, that the modern aeroplanes will per-
form the task for which they have been constructed, that dozens
of millions will perish and that further dozenhs of millions will
have to crouch like animals in holes in order to hide themselves
from the explosives and the poison gas. And when that comes
about, will you not remember that the Soviet Government was
the only one which proposed general disarmament? And then
the people who to-day ignore the proposals of the Soviet govern-
ment will say to themselves that there is no other way but the
one proposed by the Soviet government. 1 tremble to think
what will happen when- hundreds of millions of people come to
the conclusion that there is no other way out than the one pro-
posed by the Comintern.

And do not think that these people will be found only in
Europé and America. Soviet ideas will bring scores of millions
of the population of Asia and Africa to their feet. Do not forget
the picture which Asia now offers. We have promised self-
administration to India; but we aré ruling it with the assistance
of our bombing machines. We promised China independence as
a reward for its part in the world war, but we have abandoned it
to the plundering depredations of Japanese imperialism. The
cinema is penetrating deeply into Asia and Africa. The backward
masses there are shown modern towns, railways, factories. Aero-
planes carry the message of modern technique over the whole of

possibilities. They are asking themselves: Whymnﬂnm

create for ourselves such means of preduction transport and
be free? In order to win all this we need do no than go the
way of the workers and peasants of the Soviet U P4

I tremble to think what will happen when millions and
millions of people rise imbued with these i I ask myself
mhethermentheredhnesonmempo!m and Asia, our .
frontiers, the frontiers of human civilisation, I not disappear,

{
|

.andlnskyoustrwunnkoverunwmihavenbedn“

this letter

You will say perhaps that I have fallen vlc‘lm to the influ-
ence of thé Communists, but read please, the article ‘of Lord
Lothian, whom you once entrusted with the Indian Office. Read.
please, the books of Major-General Fuller, who i§ consigdered by
many to be the most capable brain in our army. You will find
exactly the same doubts there as I myself- , and the same
demand. the same clamour for a constructive policy.

W|mdeepestrupect.lremun.mm (Sig.).

A number of the most prun!nent represen

L]
tives of : British

capitalist policy made certain marginal notes on [this letter when -

they read it. We append a few of them:— {

Baldwin (leader of the conservatives): His mmm ‘of
the situation is purely negative. What he knows|I know, $00, but
I don't know what is to be done. Obviously he doesn't know
either. | ?

Churchill: Utter nonsense! The Hamlet poge. 1f it's neces-

sary to put our fist on the table, then it's got ta bedone. And

when it's necessary to speak of freedom, well then we speak of
freedom. We are the strongest race. Give me full power, and I
will soon settle accounts with these Moscow -for-nothings.
That is the main point.

Lord Rothermere: The fellow's got too many Meu. Why
bother our heads? Hitler has shown us how the situation can be
saved without knowing what must be done. We must act ener-
getically, that's all.  All that is necessary is: a strong fascist
organisation and a strong air force.

The ghost of Hamlet, to whom or to which 1 am indebted for
this very interesting correspondence, adds a note for the benefit
of the persons whose names have been previously mentioned .~

It is generally known that the classical heroes are full of well-

known tags, but, even though they may be old, theae tags often

contain more than a grain of truth.

Socialist Construction in the

Soviet Union :

The Week in the Soviet Union
Kiev, the New Capital of the l'erlnc

Following the decision .to transfer the gdvernment of the
Ukraine Soviet Republic from Kharkov to chv the ¢thairman of
the Central Executive Committee of the Soviet Ukraine, Comrade
Petrovsky, and the secretary of the Central B#wuuve Cominittee
of the Soviet Ukraine, Comrade Voyciechovsky, have undertaken
a study of conditions in the city of Kiev, especially in the

districts in which the government buildings are fo be erected. The
transference of the seat of government of the Ukralne to Kiev
will bring about a very rapid development of town, both as

regards industry m the town itself and agrtcnlt.vre in the environs
of the town.

As regards the -erection of municipal buuchna and dwelling
houses, Kiev has lagged behind Kharkov. government will
promote the development of the town by jntensive buflding
activity and by increasing the connections een Kiev and the
whole of the Ukraine. Building work is being| organised also on
the Dnieper with the object of improving water transport.

Scientific Activity in the Soviet Union
The scientific conference, lasting three days, which has been
held” in the “ Electrostal” works, bears witness to the close co-
operation between the sefentific institutions the factories.
The brigade of the Scientific Academy of the et Union went

to this f . made themselves acquainted with the processes of
production, und held special- discussions on the various probiems
of production in this factory. The task of factory consisted
in systematically concentrating on the product n_ of steel of the

.
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very best quality.
she fact that the majority of the staff consists of young workers.

It was stated at the conference that in the production of steel
of a higher quality a number of questions in the sphere of physics
and chemistry had arisen, the solution of which demanded the
setting up of a suitable laboratory-in the factory. This hborat,ory
is being organised with the support of the Academy.

A number of important technical and -scientific conferences
was held lately. The All-Union Scientific Conference for the pre-
paration of the Great Soviet World Atlas was opened on March
20 in the Communist Academy: Comrade Yenukidse, secretary
of the Central Executive Committee of the 80v1et Union, dehvered
the opening speech.

A conference for investigating the productive forces of the
Leningrad region and of the Karelian autonomous Soth
Republic will meet in April. |

There exists a special * Society for t.he Study of Turkey,”
which will hold its first scientific conference in May, at which

reports on the economy, history, literature and language of Turkey '

will be delivered. Comrades Brunovski and Funasheva, collaborators
in the Bio-Geo-Chemical Laboratory of the Academy of Sciences of
the Soviet Union, have discovered radium in grains of wheat. As
a result of this investigation work it has been found that radium
- exists in small quantities in all plants, including grain. In con-
nection with this discovery'the study of the physiological role of
the radium contained 1n organisms received a constderable
impetus. -

.. The automobile expedition to Lake Balkash has completed its
work
motors of these' Soviet automoffYles had frequently to run for 24
hours without ' interruption. The daily distance travelled
amounted to 500 kilometres, the cars ofteh having to travel over
salt marshes, clay, ice, and through snow one metre deep, with a
" temperature which sometimes sank as low as 40 degrees below
zero centigrade.. In ‘the course of six weeks no big repairs
were necessary. The Soviet automobiles have thus splendidly
-stood a very severe test.

Solidarity of Forei(n-bom Workers

. In connection with International Solidarity Day and the open-
ing of the international congress of the Red Ald on the:anniver-
sary of the establishment of the Paris Commune, the best shock
brigade workers amongst .the foreign-born workers and technical
experts assembled in the ‘| Palace of Labour " in Moscow.

* They described how they came to the Soviet Union and found
things quite different from what they had-been led to expect by
the bourgeois and social-democratic press, that their work in the
Soviet Union took on a deeper significance, that they lived under
better conditions in the Soviet Union ‘than in the countries of
capitalism and that therefore they felt themselves more comfort-
able in the Soviet Union than anywhere else.

«  .These speeches were an expression' of international solidarity.
They show how foreign-born workers and technical experts learn
in the school of socialist construction. They show how fruitful have
‘been the three years of international work amongst the foreign-
born workers and how necessary is the attention paid to political
questions, When these Yoreign-born workers leave the Soviet

Union and return to the countries of their birth and demand from:

their fellow-workers there that they put into practice what they
have seen in the Soviet Union, then the greater part of t.hem will
be capable of doing their proletarian duty.

The speeches of the foreign-born workers and technical
experts at this conference exposed the anti-Bolshevist lies of the
bourgeois and social-democratic press to the effect that the foreign-
born workers in the Soviet Union do not feel at home 4nd cannot
settle down comfortably there because they have other customs
and manners and, feel themselves outside the pale of Soviet society.

The following are some of the utterances made by the foreign-
bdrn workers and technical experts at this conference: —

Oertlinger (Ball-bearing Ra;e Works): I have worked for 20
years as a n‘echamc and toolmdker in Germany, and then I went
to the United” States where I worked for another ten years. By
that time I had had enough of the capitalist system of explojta-

_tion and slavery. In the United States we foreign-born workers

This task is all the more difficult owing to

The automobiles have stood the test very well. The

‘were | néver referred to as .anything else but “those damneg

foreigners.” I wamted to give my work some real value and so
in March, 1932, I came to the Soviet Union.

he Wato trust sent me to work in the ball-bearing race works,
The hreat. number of machines, many of them still unpacked,
made a deep impression ‘'on me. They were the most modern tool-
making machines. That alone was sufficient to give me some idea of
socialist constructive work. I had been inside the Ford works and

+ other| great factories in the United States, but nevertheless I was

astonished when I went into the Soviet works.

A great impression was also made on me by .the comradely |
relatign existing between the workers in the Soviet Union and
particularly amongst the youth. In the United States a worker
has a very small circle of acquaintances only. In Chicago there
are factories which employ perhaps 50,000 workers, but excursions
of ese workers are never organised. This comradely 5ptru
amongst the workers here is in itself a part of socialism.

ornig (Stankesavod): I have worked in big factories in
Berh as’'a foreman. I attended rationalisation courses and after-
wardsg I worked as a rationalisation expert I came to the Soviet
Union -after the undertaking in wmch I was employed went
bankrupt.
| - Together with my wife I went to Btanhoso,vod direct from the
rauwd‘; station. In the factory I was sent|always to that point of
production where the most urgent work was on hand. I worked in
the assembly department, in the departments for spare parts and
in the polishing department. It was my job to reorganise them
andlwasablerort.heﬂrsttimetomakegooduseofmy
rationalisation experience. The Russian workers supported me in
every respect. They saw that as a result their physical labour
became less heavy and that, thanks to socialist rationalisation,
their conditions of living improved.

A deep impression was made on me by the conferences on
production. - When things went wrong in the factory a conference
on production was immediately called and the: workers soon dis-
covered who or what was responsible.

work itself pleases me much better here than it ever did
abroad. Last year I had the right according to my contract to
demand a paid holiday abroad, but I made no use.of that right
because I am much better off here where I can live far better.

Edmund Gropp (Watch Factory No. 1): I learned my trade
as a watchmaker in Germany. In 1923 the master class took our
last penny in the inflation period. - I then determined to leave
Germany and look for work in some other country.

For five years I worked in Italy and at the end of 1929 I
returned to Germany. In the meantime my brother and many of
my friends had lost their jobs. I stayed in Germany for about
eight months and then I went with a party of 38 others to Lenin-
grad. |I was not really a sympathiser when I arrived in the Soviet
Union| I was more curious than anything else. I knew very little
about the SoViet Union and I wanted to see what was going on

Whilst I was in Italy my employers robbed me of a patent
in an invention of mine and in connection with a second invention
I was ){ept dangling on a string interminably. Since I have beenin
the Soviet Union I have succeeded in solving a number of difficult
problems in connection with the manufacture of watches and
clocks. For instance, I was given the task by * Aviopribor” af
constructing an automatic machine for the minutest chains which
it is yet possible to make. I was given a tool-making machine to
get on with the job. By the opening of the Seventeenth Party
Congress| T had my automatic completed and since then I have
built a second one. .

Schan (Satem): Up till 1916 1 was a member of the social-
democratic party. I took part in the revolutionary struggles of the
worket;s and as a result I often lost my work. I am an engineer
for spare parts and repairs.

I came to the Soviet Union in October, 1931. I feel more com-
fortable and more at ease here than I ever felt in Germany. The

'best feature of work in the Soviet Union I have yet met with is

the splrlt; of comradeship which exists amongst the workers, and
also betWeen the workers on the one hand and the technical
experts and engineers on the other. This is a spirit of comrade-
ship which exists only in the Soviet Union; in the capltahst
countries the class struggle is raglng everywhere.
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